
Letter to the Editor 

To the Editor: 

The Board of Directors of the International Association for Near
Death Studies (IANDS) is pleased to announce an innovative research 
tool that may be of interest to the readers of this Journal. The 
electronically formatted Near-Death Experience Research Biblio
graphy, Part I, is now available for purchase. With this state-of-the
art tool, someone researching one or more specific topics related to 
near-death experiences (NDEs) can find every article published in 
Anabiosis: The Journal for Near-Death Studies and/or Journal of 
Near-Death Studies (JNDS) through 2001 that addressed those top
ics. In addition, the Bibliography enables the researcher to generate a 
custom list of citations of desired articles. Furthermore, the researcher 
who does not have access to cost-free reprints can purchase one copy of 
each desired article from the NDE Literature Clearinghouse.  

The Bibliography comes on a CD. Accessible on both PC and Mac, 
the information on the CD is delivered via Adobe Acrobat, a software 
package that can be downloaded for free from the Internet.  

The CD opens with a 15-minute orientation, after which the user 
knows everything necessary to navigate easily through the resource.  
The Bibliography includes an outline with more than 150 topics; by 
becoming familiar with this outline, researchers can determine how 
the topics they have in mind correspond to those in the Bibliogra
phy. Examples of topics include Accounts of NDEs-Autobiographical; 
Animals and NDEs (including pets); and Media Treatment of NDEs.  

Each article appears as a citation, which shows the author(s), date 
of publication, article title, JNDS volume and number, and page 
numbers. Citations appear in the Bibliography two different ways. In 
the "Topics with Citations" list, each topic is presented with all relevant 
citations listed in alphabetical order by last name of the article's first 
author. Interestingly, one of the longest lists, with 69 citations, is under 
the topic "Characteristics of NDEs-Autoscopy, Out-of-Body," and one 
of the shortest, with one citation, is "Humor and NDEs." 

The second way citations are listed is in the "Citations with Abstracts 
and Topics." The citations are listed alphabetically by first author.  
Thanks to Kluwer Academic, the company that formerly published
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JNDS, LANDS has copyright approval to include with the citation each 
article's abstract. With both the abstract and the listing of all topics 
addressed in the article, a researcher has a very good idea of whether 
the article will address the researcher's specific needs.  

Once researchers are familiar with the listings, they can create 
a custom list of exactly the article citations pertinent to their research.  
U.S. copyright laws allow anyone to have one photocopy of a journal 
article for personal use. The researcher who has access to free reprints 
can print the custom list to use for reprint acquisition. The researcher 
who does not have access to free reprints can use the order form in
cluded in the CD to purchase reprints from the NDE Literature Clear
inghouse, currently housed in the LANDS office.  

Article reprints cost $0.20 per journal page with a shipping/handling 
fee of $4.00 for the first article and $0.50 for each additional article. The 
order form on the CD automatically calculates the total number and 
cost of pages, the shipping/handling fee, and the total cost for the order.  

The Bibliography is the result of almost two years of work by a team at 
the University of North Texas (UNT). It has been financially supported 
by the LANDS Research Fund, including generous donations to that 
fund earmarked specifically for this project by Patrick Wells, and by the 
UNT Department of Counseling, Development, and Higher Education.  

The LANDS Board hopes to move forward with Part II of the 
Bibliography that will be identical to Part I but will cover all non
JNDS professional journal articles that address near-death-related 
topics. Whether the Board's hope will be realized depends on re
plenishment of the LANDS Research Fund-through Bibliography and 
reprint sales, foundation grants, and, most importantly, the generosity 
of donors who perceive the invaluable contribution the Bibliography 
makes to the facilitation of research on near-death experiences.  

The price of the Bibliography CD is $59.95 for everyone except 
LANDS Research Members, who may acquire it for $49.95. Readers 
may purchase the CD through the LANDS website (www.iands.org/ 
bibcd.html) or the LANDS office (860-882-1211).  
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