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Funding Agencies require data management plans 
as a component of grant applications. Their data 
management policies reflect the individual values of 
those agencies, as well as their constituent disciplines. 
Some agencies, like the two policies reduced to word 
clouds above, have explicit expectations of what they 

want in these plans. Another agency, whose policy word 
cloud is to the right, has more general expectations; 
encouraging researchers and disciplines to think 
innovatively about their data, how it can be retained, and 
how it can or should be (re)used. Based on the content 
of the word clouds, which federal funding agency do you 
think each of these policies represents?

As American federal agencies 
including the National Science 
Foundation, National Institutes of 
Health, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services now 
mandate data management plans as 
requirements for submitting research 
grant applications, universities 
across the country are struggling 
to develop consistent policies and 
programmatic implementations 
for institutional data management 
functions. This project will analyze 
policies implemented at research 
institutions in response to federal 
requirements to identify observable 
trends in data management policy. 
A series of focus groups will seek to 
determine the expectations of key 
stakeholders in the research cycle 
regarding roles, responsibilities, 
and professional training for 
data managers, and to develop 
recommendations about the role 
of university libraries in supporting 
the data management needs of 
researchers.
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Preliminary Findings: 

•	 220	institutions	reviewed	(top	200	NSF	awardee	schools	and	the	
top	200	NIH	awardee	schools).	

•	 72%	of	schools	do	not	have	institution-level	policies	governing	the	
retention	and	sharing	of	research	data.	

•	 We	have	identified	more	than	30	institutions	at	which	libraries	
have	stepped	up	to	provide	support	and	guidance	for	researchers	
preparing	data	management	plans.	Identification	of	these	programs	
is	ongoing.	

•	 We	have	identified	7	institutions	at	which	support	is	nominally	
provided	by	the	Office	of	Research	or	the	campus	IT	organization.	
Identification	of	these	programs	is	ongoing.

Upcoming Activities: 
•	 Additional	Focus	Groups
•	 DataRes	Survey
•	 Secondary	Survey	of	Provosts	and	VPs	of	

Research
•	 Key	Informant	Interviews
•	 Open	Access	Symposium	2012
•	 DataRes	Symposium	2013
•	 CLIR	Report

In a recent focus group with NSF Program Officers, they 
clearly articulated the importance of university-level 
support in terms of policy and infrastructure to facilitate 
the recent NSF requirement for data management plans 
in funding applications. In general, we have found that 
university libraries have proactively stepped forward 
to meet the needs of researchers in preparing and 
implementing data management plans, sometimes in the 
absence of top-down institutional support.

 

As the project progresses, we will conduct a wide ranging 
survey of stakeholders in research data management – 
researchers, librarians, office of research administrators, 
provosts, and others – to further determine the needs 
and perceptions of this diverse community, as well 
as conducting further stakeholder focus groups at 
professional meetings and conferences. We will also 
conduct targeted surveys of administrators at those 
institutions without published data retention and sharing 
policies to better understand the decisions behind the 
absence of such policies.

The DataRes Project, funded by a Laura Bush 21st Century 
Librarians grant from the IMLS, investigates how the library and 
information science (LIS) profession can best respond to emerging 
needs of research data management in universities. DataRes is 
a collaboration between the University of North Texas Libraries, 
the UNT College of Information, and the Council on Library and 
Information Resources.
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