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CHAPTER I
IRTRODUCTION

Problen
The problem of this thesis 1s three-fold: (1) to de-
termine what social workers, officers of the law, and lead-
ers 1n the fleld of educetion believe &bout juvenile delin-
quency; (2) to study the backgrounds, personaslities, snd

eriminal records of one hundred girls committed to the Texes

State Training 8chool at Gainesville, Texes, to determine
the me jor factors in their delinquency; and (3) to make
recommendetions that mey be helpful in meeting the problems
of youth,

Procedure

Books, megszines, and newspapers were carefully ex-~
smined for a&veilsble meterials on jJjuvenlle delinguency and
& study was made of these materlals as a background for the
problem. Juvenile officers were contascted snd thelr opin-
ions were sought, Correspondence wes carried on wlth of-
ficlals of the Nationel Conference on Juvenile Delinguency
held by the United States Attorney Genersl in Washington,
D. C., November 21, 1946, Socisl workers were interviewed

and juvenile courts were visited.

1



The Minnesote Home Status Index was submltted to one
hundred girls at the Texes State Tralning School at Gaines-
ville, Texes, to determine (1) the children's fecilities in
the home, (2) economic status of the home, (3) cultursl
status of the home, (%) occupstional status of the father,
and (5) educational status of the perents of each girl be-
fore she was committed to the school, |

The Guilford-Mertin Personne) Inventory I was sub-
mitted to the sbove mentioned girls to disgnose the person-
ality treits of each girl., By mesns of this test the dis-
position of each girl was analyzed and measured in three of
ite aapeaﬁu, namely: (1) objectivity (s low score indicates
s desire to take everything personslly); (2) sgreesbleness
(a low score indiaataa belligerent, domineering attitude);
and (3) aéoparativeness (& low score indicates an over-
criticalness of people and things),

The Otis Quick-scoring Mentsl Ability Test was sub-
mitted to sach of the one hundred girls to determine the men-
tal ability of each girl,

Twenty case studies were mede using one half of the
girls enrolled in the %1fth and sixth grade langusge arts
class taught by this writer during & summer session of
school at the State Training School,
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Orgsnization
Chapter I of this study states the problem under con-
sideration, describes the procedure used, gives an outline
of' the organization of the work, end reviews some related
studies, |
Chapter II presents the opinions of educators and other
suthorities concerning juvenile delinquency. |
Chapter III gives an snalysis of the findings of each
of the following tests:
Minnesota Home Status Index.
Guilford-Martin Personnel Inventory I.
0tls Quick-scoring Mentel Ability Test,
Chapter IV 1s & summary of each of the twenty case
studies made.
Chapter V lists the conclusions growing out of the
study and presents recommendations for the prevention end

control of juvenile delinquency.

Related Studles
The purpcose of a study Q? Bessie Mae Parrish was to
find some of the majorgcauses of delinguency, whet orgsnized
sttempts are made to combat 1t, what some of the schools are
doing, end what yet needs to be done by our schools.l The
writer states that the primery school 1s the place where

lpessie Mme Parrish, "fhe Responsibility of the Primsry
School in the Preventlon of Juvenile Delinguency" (Unpub-
lished Mester's Thesis, Department of Education, North Texss

State Teachers (ollege, 1947).



the problem mey first be observed and therefore should be
the focus point of attack,

This study was not confined to any particuler area or
region of the country. The data for the study were sssgem-
bled chiefly from reading meteriel on the subject and from
8 questionnaire that waes sent to schools in cities of the

United States having over 100,000 pepulation,

‘@ According to this study, the msjor factors in the

child's 1life that may leed to delinquent bebavior are as

followsy

(1) The home -- sometimes broken; sometimes im-
properly supervised, especielly where both parents
ars employed; sometimes the scene of meny bad exem-
ples on the psrt of the parents or of the brothers
or sisters; sometlimes woefully lacking in discipline;
oftentimes crowded together in unsstisfectory living
guarters; and at times presided over by perents who
are most delinquent in e&ssuming the right sttitude
of protection over the home, Then we heve (2) the
school -- with its fallure to offer satisfactory
programs to meet the needs and e&bilitiles of each
individual ohild; its failure to provide teachers
who are well-developed personaslities, themselves,
and who ere trained to recognize the nseds of chil-
dren and to know how these needs are to be met,

Then agein, we have (3) other environmeantal fectors,
such as the moviey, the redio, the newspsper, cer-
tein dangerous types of obscene literature, as well
&8 the type of eemmun%ty in which the ohild finds
himself belng reared.<

The following general conclusions were reached @8 s
result of the study:
1, 7That maladjusted personalities mey be found

very early in life, often long before the child enters
school.

2Ipid., p. 20.
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. 2. That the probability of delinguent conduct

hinges on the satisfaction of the needs of the child,

3. That specific treatment for delinquency has
been proved to be effective in & large number of
cases, though there is still need for an evesluation
of & long-range program of prevention,

4. Thet money spent in meeting soclsl problems
in their early stages is money saved as compéred with
the soclal coats of later delinquency end crime,.

The followling recommendetions were mede a&s ways in
which the publiec schools and communities can best fulfill
their responsibilities in the prevention of Jjuvenile delin-
quencys

1., By providing for children good food, good
health, good care, recrestion, protection from
hermful influences in the community, snd the right
teeching in regard to the apprecistion of spiritual
&and movral values.

2, By the redirection of the school curriculum
alopg lines more closely serving the needs of the
child in an ever changing democratic society.

3. By providing in the schools for the continu~
ous progress of each child according to his ebility
to achisve,

4, By pravidiﬁ% clinics with socisl workers,
paychologists, psychiatrists, and medical personnel,
to help the chlldren to develop in the right way so-
cially, morally, physicaslly, as well as intellec-
tually, and to assist in the rehabillitation of mel-
sdjusted personalities,

5. By providing family consultants and other
helpers for the re-education of parents, helping them
in the prevention of problem behavior,

6. By planning for & yesr-sround program of
recrestlion, making full use of school property at
times when school iz not in session,

The Parrish investigation differs from the study now
being made in thet it is concerned with the delinquency
problem on & primery school level in Dallas, Texas, while

the problem now under consideretion desls with one hundred
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cases that have been tried and convicted and are now con-
fined to & stste institution.

Both studies ere similar in that they deal with the
~home 1life and background, school responsibilities and op-
portunities, and community responaibilities in the full
development of the child. ‘ ,

- The purpose of & study conducted by Hill was to deter-
mine te what extent the educational progrem of the Dallas,
Pexas, schools meets the problem of Juvenile deflim:s.uezw3?.3m_a

In making this study, information and date conderning
conduct deviations were obtained through consultation with
principals of schools of elementsry, junior high, end high
school levels, end from the visiting teecher department.
Additionel information end deta wore obteined from the Crime
Prevention Depsrtment end court records. The anelysis of
present~dey educational epproaches were based on actual |
praet;ces in the Dalles Public School System,
| The writer stated thast the one hundred per cent in-
creage in juvenile delinquency in Dallas in the five years
before 1945 might be attributed to the breaking down of the
home and fsmily life.

Cheap end vulger picture shows frequently give im-

petus to delingquent scts. Crime end sex sdventures

are brought to the sverage teen-age youth through
cheap megazines &nd books, ILiquor stores, gembling

| SIrwin Hi1l, "The Problem of Juvenile Delinquency in
Dallas and the Educational Program as a Medium of Attack"”
{Unpublished Mester's Thesis, School of Education, North
Texas State Teachsers College, 1947).
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hmuses, pool halla,‘and ﬁight‘apets encourage the
patronage of youngsters.

In this study it was revesled that during the last six
months of 1945 approximately 2,706 delinquent ahildren wara
brought to the Dallas Police Department. Of these, 1,159
went thrcugh the police reaords'as arrests, while'the re~
maining 1,547 were dealt with by the Crime Prevention Di-
vision without the formelity of arrests. 3ix huﬁdred er'
this group who were booked with the Police Department as
arrests were involved in felonies, or, in other words,
crimes serious enough to send an adult to the penitentieary,
while the remaining 559 youngsters were involved in mis-
demeanors serious enough to warrant the arrests of the of-
faa&e?s. | | |

The writer found the edueatienal approsches precticed
in the Dalles Public School System as methods of combatting
this juvenile crime weve to bs (1) guidande program,

(2) visiting teacher program, {3) sport &nd heelth progrem,

(3) the réviseﬁ curriculum, (5) discipline, (6) specisl

service of Home and Family Life Divisioen, éna (7) educa-

tional plant used for & veriety of purposes to serve the
publiec.

The following recommendations were made:

'1. The guidance progrsm should be atréngthaned

by supplementing the home-room plan of guldence with
& tescher-counselor system, in which carefully

b1p14., p. 2.
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selected and trained teachers give &t lesst one hour
& day to counseling under the supervision of & guid-
ance director,

2. 7The success of the visiting tescher program
seems to warrant its extension to cover the vacation
months, :

3. In-service treining in the genersl principles
of discipline should be offered all teachers who need
training.

, 4, Student participation in formulating school
policies should be encoureged with & view toward de-
creésing problems of discipline. '

5. Training for effective home membership ahould
be emghﬁsisad in all schools,

. A study should be msde in the Delles system
to ascertein what steps ere nevessary to meke educa-
tion more functional and to stimulete greeter pupil
interest. ‘ '

This study differs from the one now being reported in
that i1t is concerned with the educstional program of Dallas,
Texas, a3 & medium of etteck upon the delinquency problem,
while the problem under consideration desls with one hun-
dred ceses thet are confined to & state institution in en
attempt to find the mejor factors in delinguency.

Both studies are similer in thet the study of the
school guldence program, the visiting teacher progrem, the
in-service tralring of teachers, end the study of school
policies is also & phese of the present investigation,



CHAPTER II

OPINIONS OF EDUCATORS AND OTHER AUTHORITIES
CONCERNING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

The purpose of this chapter 1s to determine’what edu-
cators, officers of the law, socisl workers, end other‘au—
thorities believe sbout juvenile delinquency, it# prevalence,
end whet 1s being donme to help the youth of the lend to 1ive
& clean, wholesome, well-adjusted life, ‘

During recent years juvenile delinguency is on the
rested than eny other age group, Dallas elone during the
last six months of 1945 had 2,706 juveniles brought to the
Dallas Police nep&rtmentﬂ? Qany*af/%pese were dealt with
by the Crime Prevention Bi?ision,witha;t»tha*fOrmalihy of

errests

ut the seriousness of the offenses may be deter-

AN

mined by noting the cherges, nsmely: | robbery, repe, check
forgeries, burglery; suto theft, theft over. $50, theft un-
der $50, aggrevated esssault, interne, escape from reform
school, bicyele theft, bigemy, cerrying concseled weapons,
and impérannnting a dlscharged war veteran,

3ince 1939 arrests of girls under 18 have in-

creased 198% and in the seme period arrests for
boys have inereesed 348% for homicides, T70% for rape,

9
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39% for robbery, 72% for asssults, B5% for auto
theft, 101% for drunkenness and drunken driving.l
The staggering proportions to which Juvenlle
delinguency has grown in the United States in recent
years are shown in dsit& complled from {lnger print
cards mede by the Federsl Buresu of Investigetion,

Between Jenuary 1 end December 31, 1945, 144,324

boys end young men between the ages of 16 end 24

were arrested in thils country snd thelr arrests

recorded with the P, B, I. Add 40,041 girls and

young women in the seme age group &nd the total 1s

184,365 young people of both sexes who found them-

selves in the tolls of the law in a single year,

These figures are an appslling examgle of the growth

-of juvenile delinquency in America,

Now the problem is, Whet ere educetors, social workers,
and others interested in the youth of Americs going to do
about the problem? Heve the homes completely feiled in
their chief responsibility of helping thelr boys end glrls
become good American citizens? Have the schools falled in
detecting the individual needs of thelr students and adjust~
ing the educationsl curriculum and general program to meet
these needa? Does the average teacher know thet the un-
happy student, the retarded, the amotionslly unstable, the
diseipline problem, and the over-aggressive zs well as the
yery timid chlld may be & potentlsl delinquent, and thet her
first responsibility to him is to study his problems and
help him become adjusted to his life asltuetion? Have the
chuirches failed to reach those children who are suffering

most from lack of spiritual guidance and religlous training?

i®yuvenile Delinquency,” Iife, April 8, 1946, pp. 83-84,

willism B. Richardson, "Moral Heslth Versus Juvenile
Delinquency,” Hymele, April, 1947, p. 280.
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Why have the communities failed to esteblish environmentsl
conditions that are conducive to happy, heelthful living?
Much 1s yet to be done in the prevention of juvenile delin-
quency. Our nationsl, stete, and county officials ere
studying the problem, Conferences are being held wherever
the people #re sufficiently interested in the youth of
America to meke & concerted effort to improve conditions.
The United States Attorney General held a netionsl
cmnf@renae in Washington, D. €., November 20-22, 1946, amnd
over eight hundred representatives of federal sgenciles,
state end local governments, and privete welfare groups &t~
tended, to study the prevention and control of Juvenile de-

linquency. Eighteen psnels were formed snd some of the con-

e

clusions and recommendetions made ere as follows: (“Mwwﬂwvww

1. Juvenile delinquency is & problem of the
whole aemmunitg, the result of meny influences on the
individual child, end only joint community adtion
will meke possible balsnced growth end meximum effi-
clency in meeting the totel need with the total ex-
isting resources,

2. The treining schools for delinquent young-
sters should be run on progressive, educational lines,
with emphasis laid on treining sand trestment and not
on retridbution and punishment. They should be re-
garded as constructive educetional inmstitutions for
children with spscisl needs and not es necessary
but an undesiresble strain on State resources.

3. The psanal endorsed the Stendard Juvenile
Court Act e&nd urged thet every stete review its Ju-
venile court law and make such revisions as mey be
necessary to meet local conditions snd lsws.

4. The juvenile court should have jurisdiction
broad enough to permit it to deal adequately with
children's problems, & judge selected because of his
specisl qualificetions for juvenile court work, the
service of qualified socialwrkers, adequste physical
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Tacilities for privecy for interviewing psrents and
hearing cases, procedures thst ere not criminal in
nature, and detention~cere fecilities where children
who need such care may be held spert from adult of-
fenders and outside of jsils, \

5. Interest in detention work as & profession

should be developed through the verious schools of so-

clal work. ,

6. The Btate should accept responsibility for
& State-wide program of detention, 1. e., plenning,
developlng, &nd subsidizing when necessery, deten-
t%ggafae1<ities for all the juvenile cuurts of the
State, ' ‘ -

7. Bystems of psrole and probetion should be
developed to insure adequete supervision of persons
placed on probation or parocle.

8. Action should be taken by meyors, city coun-
¢ils, clity menagers, county and town officiels, civic
organizations, schools, end voluntery agencies to es-
tablish and strengthen yeer around sommunity recrea-
tional programs and services which will adequately
meet the needs of all youth, regerdless of race,
creed, or sconomic status, : :

9. The Nation must establish & housing policy,
which hes &3 its ultimete objective a decent home and
a8 setisfactory living environment for every American
family. A femily lost in the slums and blighted arees
of & metropolitan center or the inedequate housing
and communlty fecllities of & depressed rurel section
finds itself vietimized by entisccial forces beyond
its control, , _

10. 1If children and young people &re to become
the self-relisnt, self-disciplined, and thinking sdults

- -80-essentlal to the success of a democretic society,

these chlldren end young people must be recognized
&8s increasingly caepeble of mansging thelr own affairs
and of sharling the responsibility for the &ffsirs of
the scommunity, :

11, That the prevention of juvenile delinquency
is the personal responsibility of every citizen; that
evory ¢itizen should look to his own standards, values,
and attitudes in relation to the morsl ¢limete he is
oreating for sll children in his community; thet the
removaél of causes is the daily job of every citizen.

12, HMental-health and child-~guidance ¢linics
should be svailsble to all shildren found to hsve be-
havior disorders, , '

13. Case work and group work services should ex-~
pend into health and medical care programs for all
children who ere dependent, neglected, mistreated, de-~
linquent, or in danger of becoming delinquent,
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14, Chureh orgenizetions must devote themselves
wholeheartedly to the chenging of social conditions
thet contribute to the bresk-down of femily life and
Juvenile delinquency, :

15. It 1s the responsibility of the school to
provide a recrestional progrem, testing program,

_guldance progrem, visitstion progrsm, remedisl in-
struction, clinical service, end & curriculum suit-
able for the growth, needs, #nd interests of each in-
dividual child.

16, Thet femily life be strengthened and that
femilies be encouraged to feel that it is pert of
their responsibllity #s citizens to work together
to lmprove conditions adverse to good family living,

17. The press, radio, end motion pictures ere
powerful entertainment snd educstive forcee and can
be effective instruments in the prevention of juvenile
delinquenay.3

Many state legislatures are taking sction to deal with
Juvenile delinquency., Some states have crested commissions
or study groups and others have suthorized bodies of indi-
viduals or boards of educetion to esteblish psrental schools
for the instruction, board, end housing of juvenile delin-
quents, The following statements msde by Harry N. Rosen-
field, Aaeiétsnt to the Administrator of the Federsl Se-
curlty Agency, gives some light as tothe sction taken in
some of the state legislstures:

Californis's legislative body pledged its support as

well &8s urged 8ll welfare, educa&tionel, and enforce-

ment sgencies of the stste and local governments, of

Californie to cooperste with the federal Depsrtment

of Justice and the Attorney General's panel to the

end that the grestest possible knowledge and under-

standing of the problem mey be hed immedistely. . . .

Michigen and New Jersey have established legislative

comuittees to study the problem and report to the
next Legislature, . . , Mississippi's legislature set

3The Nationel Conference on Preventlon and jontrol of
Juvenile §§1§§§§§§gx, sponsored by the United States Depart-
ment of Justice, 1947, pp. 17-135.
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up &g primery abjaativea for ite juvenile refeorme-
tories, "the rehmbilitatien and reformation physic-
ally, mentally, morslly, end spiritually” of youths
in such 1nntitun£¢ag + & louisiana revived an set
of 1940, under which the governer was euthorized to
~ appoint & jJuvenile court commission to prepere reamw~
mendations for legisletion relating to trials, suy '
vigion, end in generel, for the ea&tian of neg aataﬁ,
delinquent, and dependent juvenilez, , , . Among the
states that took sction in 1945 to create "comaissions
to deal with the vexingproblem of juvenile delinqumno
and youth guidsnce are the folleowings Illinois, Eef-
sés, Michigan, Missouri, New Mo pﬂhim, Bew Y@rk, Ore~
gon, Weshington, and w&:aansia.

- Judge Paul Alexeander of Toledo, Ohie, b@liavua that
soms perents should be made swere of their parentel respon-
8ibility as @ methed of curbing juvenils delinquency, Pun-
ishment of delinquent parents has been tried in some stetes.

* The Toledo court lists the delinqguent perents in
’ five anﬁagnrioaa
\ 1) Runaways; those who leave their children
with inadequate er ne supervision; working mothersj
parants who drink to excess or wholly ebsndon their
children, ‘
(2) Vicious parents: those who deliberately
axy@aa air ¢hildren to vice.
{3) Aiders and ebettors; those who encourage
delinquency by sllewing truancy from school, defi-
ange of suthority, or sosial misbehsvior,
4} Trianguls ar perents; those involved in extra-
‘nnrittz love affairs,
{5) Insdequate psrents; those who fail to give
their children adequate moral and ethical training,
especially of a religious nature, or to trein them_
to obedience end respect for the rights of others,>

Parental responsibility in aelinquaneg is further stressed:

Lynn Ross, Tarreant County's probation officer,
defines Juvaniie delinquency as & symptom of parentsl

’*mz«x«y H. Rosenfield, "state Legislatures Deal with Ju-
venile Delinquency,” Netion's Schools, September, 1946, p. 32.

Surs. walter I?amsma, “Parmtal Punishment," Fort
Worth Press, July 8, 1948, p. 4.
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neglect. . . ., Ross helieves definitely that Texsas
should heve & law to punish perente guilty of will-
ful neglect, and at the seme time to terminete their
paerentel vights, The problem is threefold, includ-
ing the psrente, the school, and the community., All
are responsible but the paregts carry the heaviest
responsibllity, he belleves,

Judge Jacob Penken says:

Most delinquent conduct end crime stems from neg-
lected children. Neglect is not merely failure to
provide physical needs, the clothing, shelter and.
medicel cere. Pallure to provide proper superviaion,
lesdershlp end guidsnce within the home 18 & more
serious form of neglect; its consequences are often
the most telling fector in t?@ development of delin-
quent petterns in the childa.f

| xahy end vericus ceuses have been listed concerning
Juvenile delinquency. Neglect, broken homes, insdequete
supervision, &nd bad exsmples sre among those most frequently
discussed. Criminsls are mede, not born. ALbng before the
youngster 1s legelly labeled "juvenile delinquent® his ascts
show & definite pattern of falsehoods, diaobadienea, truaney,
and petty stealing. Today's movies, many of them dealing
with crime, 88 well &s the crime stories of the radlo, have
2 hermful effect upon many immature minds, and are danger-
ous in the hands of unstable children.}

The United 3tetes ﬁay@rtment of Iabor has made the fol-

lowing observations

Sarace Helsell, "Ross Bees Juvenlile Delinguency ss Symp-
ﬁg? of Parental Neglect," Fort Worth Ster-Telegrem, March 6,
947, p. 3. ‘ '

Tyacob Panken, "the Resl Delinquent, the Parent," HNew
York Times, December 22, 1946, Sec, VI, p. 20,
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Heelthy, happy, secure children . . . children
who feel comforteble with theumselves, theilr playmotes,
thelr pvarents and other adults, do not e&s & rule, be~
cowe delinquents, (The problem of preventing the de-
linguency must be seen brosdly in terms of develop-
ing well-adjusted children.’ Prevenilon of delinquency
involves community concern for the needs of the chil-
dren. It means providing besic community services to
41 million children, services that eaatrihutagto the
healthful physicel, soclal and mentel growth,!
If this 1s true, then it becomes the business of

schools, social workers, church committees, znd others inter-
ested in the American youth to find those fasctors which con-
tribute to the heslth and happiness of chilldren, and make
these things avalleble to every child regsrdless of his

rece, color, creed, or economic or sécial status,

In summery it may be said that juvenile delinguency
has become prev&lentlin Amerlcse todey to the extent that lo-
esl, state, &nd national attention hes been centered upon
it. The home, school, church, snd local community are re-
sponsible for the growth and full development of the child
end should work in close harmony to fulfill this purpose.

It is the responsibility of every citizen to help stamp out
those influences that sre detrimentel to wholesome child de-
velopment, and io help build en enviromment thet will aid

the child's mental, physicel, moral, and spiritual growth,

ngderatandggs Juvenile Delinguency, Publication No.
300, United Stetes Department of ILebor, 1943, p. 21.
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CHAPTER III

AFALYSES OF THE FINDINGS, THROUGH THE USE OF TESTS,
IN A STUDY OF ONE HUNDRED TEXAS STATE
TRAINING SCHOOL GIRLS

The %1nnaaota Hbms Status Index M%”“““W“

A

The Hinnasota Hame Etatus Index by Alice M, leshy,
publlshed by the press of the University of Minnesota, was
selected to be used 1ln this study becsuse 1t 18 divided into
81x parts dealing with the following pheees of home environ-
ment: children's fecilities, economic status of the femily,
eultural status, sociality of the family, occupationsl sta-
tus of the father, and the educational status of both par~
ents.

The tests were submitted by this writer to one hundred
girls in the Texas State Training Sehool at Gailnesville,
with instructions to answer esch Question either "Yes" or
“No." Most of the girls were very cooperativej however,
seven blank papers were handed in to the éxaminer and six
pépers were either incomplete or answers were written in
thet did not comply with the regulations of the test and
could not be used in the tabulations.

The writer was sware of the fact that some of the girls

17
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did not snswer the questions sccurately and that the va-
lidity o’ the test for such & group was not the seme as

it might have been for & normel giroup; however, svery ef-
fort was made to encourage the girls to cooperate. @he.
writer told the girls that a study wes belng mede of their
problens snd that their sssistence wes needed in the study.
They were &ssured that their nemes would net be used in re~
ports of the results end thet the study was being mede be-
cause of & genuine interest in them end other youngsters
who might follow after them, if the schools and other in-
terested agencies did not work onthelir problems., Meny of
the girl; recognized the writer £s their former teacher
and sympathetic friend. |

Children's facilities, -- In Table 1 are listed the
questions in the test which dealt with the facilities pro-
vided for the children in the home or family group. Shown
also in the table are the numbers who did not respond to
the guestions and the number of “Yes™ end "No" responses,
indicsting the number of homes which provided the various
facilities,

Bixty~two of the one hundred femilies hsve two or more
pieces of playground sqniﬁm@nt. In most instences the girls
steted that the eguipment wes & hell and bet belonging to
a brother in the family. Fifty of the girls responded "Yes"
to the question, "Does child have bicyele or tricycle?”
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TABIE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF THE "YHRS'" AND "NO" BESPONSES OF ONR
HONDEED TEXAS STATE TRAINING SCHOOL GIELS AT
GATNESVILIE, TEXAS, TO QUESTIONS CONCERNING

CHILDREN'S FACILITIES IN THE MINNESOTA
HOME STATUS INDEX

Responses -
Questions No Re-~
, sponse
Yes | No
Does famlly have two or more pieces
of playground equioment®........ 62 25 13
Does child have bicycle or trieycle?. 50 37 13
Is there & nursery or recrestion room?| 15 T2 13
Hes child hed peid lessons in music e
outside Of SChO0Ll 7. veveeronsvnes 24 63 13
Has child had psid lessons in dancing
outside of 8Cho01?, .veereensnons 21 66 13
Is child glven & certain emount of
money regularly to spend?....... 42 gy 13
Does child have an sccount in a pub-
1ic or 8chool HENK?. . verveenosy 25 61 13
Has child ever belonged to any paid
gI'Ou‘p QI‘ Glub?.oulllootntolttoi. 1"1 #’6 13
Did child go to gilrls! cemp this
gunmer Or J&88t SUMMeT?......s... 33 54 13
Has child been to 2 dentist within
past year?...a....u....»s....... 5“ 33 13
Tﬂtﬁlbl.‘ltiltbﬁt 368 502 130
Per cenb,...veuee 36.8| 50.2 13,0
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Fifteen sald there was & nursery or recrestion room in

the home. Twenty-four cleimed thet they had had neid les-
sons in muslc and twenty-one steted thaet they hed had paid
lessons in dencing. Forty-two seld they had been given s
certain smount of money to spend regulerly, end twenty-six
said they hed had & school or public bank account, Soms
of the glrls were merried to soldlers mnd were receiving
allotments which were placed 1n the benk until the girls
were releésed; therefore, the homes could not receive full
credlt for this number.

Forty-one of the girls hed at some time helonged to @
paid club, Thirty-three had sttended & girls' camp. Some
of these vecation trips were st the expense of service
¢lubs, for underprivileged chlldren, end were not et the ex-
pense of the remilles of the girls, the exsminer learned,

ifty-Tive girls seid thet they had been to the dentist

within the pest year, The examiner assked the girls to answer

the question &8 though 1t read the "last yeer" they hsd re-
sided in the family home, There wes, of course, some con-
fusion concerning the question because meny of the girls
had been to a dentiet since they were committed to the in-
stitution &nd lnsisted on &n effirmetive snswer,

In the finel anelysis of the responses of one hundred
girls questioned, 36.6 per cent indicated that thelr homes
hed provided some children's facilities, 50,2 per cent



indicated a lack of facilities in the home, and 13.0 per
cent did not respond.

Dus to thé method used in setting up Table 1, the last
question of the test concerning children's books in the
home was not used but the informetion is helpful in under-
standing the home fecilities. Seventy~six of the girls
steted that there were from none to ten children's books
in the home, seven answered that there were from eleven to
thirty books, one &nswered from thirty-one te fifty books,
apd three answered over fifty.

Beonomic status. -~ In Table 2 are listed the questions
used to study the economic status of the homes of the one
hundred girls, and the negetive and affirmative responses.
Thirteen of the girle d1d not respond, as is shown in the
table, Sixty girls ssld there ere stores in the same block
with the home and thirty said that there is a factory or &
warehouse within one-fourth mile of the home. Seventeen
girls said there is a central heating system in the home and
twenty sald there 1s a second bathroom in the home. Forty-
two have & telephone, twenty-five own e vacuum-clesner, fif-
teen own & weshing meéchine and mangle, forty own an elec-
tric refrigerator, snd sixty-two have a car, Only four
femilies heve 8 boat, Thirty-six girls said thst the femily
went away from home for & vacatinn within the past year,

Fifteen said there were peid assistants in the home.
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TABLE 2

DISTRIBUTION OF THE "YES" AND "NO" RESPONSES OF
ONE HUNDRED TEXAS STATE PTRAINING SCHOOL GIRLS

AT GAINESVILLE, TEXA3, T0 QUESTIONS
CONCERNING ECONOMIC STATUS IN THE
MINNESOTA HOME STATUS INDEX

Responses
Questions , No Re-
: sponse
Yes | No
Are there stores in the same block
w1th t}m ham?i!"l.locilhl.!ptqot 60 27 13
Is thare a8 fectory or warehouse
within one~fourth mile of the :
‘m?vbti..o‘ovbo‘o»no,itot.!upoc 39 57 13
Are the following facilities provided?
Central heeting system..,........ | 17 70 13
A second bathroom or more,....... 20 57 13
Tel@pihanea.q.--ow'g‘-ga--ua..oo-. a'g 55 13
Wﬂuum ﬁlaﬂnﬁl‘.r.¢...--.-...-.... 25 62 13
| Weshing machine &nd mengle......, | 15 72 13
Electric refrigersator.,.....c.... | #0 k7 13
Does famlily heve an automobile?.., | 62 25 13
Does family have 8 boat?,........ 4 83 13
Did femily go away for & veca-
tion within the psast year?..| 36 51 13
Is there a paid assistant in the
hﬂme?......u...n'.......... 15 76 13
watall#coo(n|0t 366 678 156
Per cent.......| 30.5 56,5 13.0
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After the pepers were in the hends of the exsminer it
was learned thet some of the girls claiming a central heat-
ing system, a second bathroom, telephone, waahing'meahine,
and electric refrigerator were sctually living in base-
ments and servant guarters of apartment houses with these
fecllities,

The last question of this section of the test, rel&t--
ing to room-person retio, is not used in the table because
of the wide variation in aenswers, but the informestion is
very velueble in this study. ‘8ixty-six femilies live in
homes providing onlf forbo.25 to 1.49 rooms per person,
elght femilies have homes in which there are 1.50 to 1.99
rooms per‘paraeh, eight h@més heve 2.00 to 2.24% rooms per
person, end five families ha?e'hames'sufficiantly spacious
to sllow 2,25 Or more rooms per pérsen. The fact thet a
great nmajority of these families iive in very crowded con-
aigions is & elue to the delinqueﬁcy of the children.

fﬁ In ;ha finel anslysis of the responses of ths one hun-
dred girls questioned, 30,5 per cent indicated the presence
of favorable aépecta-oft&canemia statﬂa, 56.5 psr cent in-
dicated the presence of unraverable econonmic status, and
13.0 per cent did not respond to the questions. \x
Culturel stetus. -- Teble 3 shows the queatioﬂé and

the responses canaerning the culturel status of the families

of the ons hundred girls studied. Nineteen of the families
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TABLE 3

DISTRIBUTION OF THE "YES" AND "NO" RESPONSES OF
ONE BUNDRED TEXAS STATE TRAINING SCHOOL GIRLS
AT GAINESVILLE, TEXAS, TO QUESTIONS |
CONCERNING GULPURAL STATUS IN THE
MINNESOTA HOME STATUS INDEX

Responses
Questions Ho Re~-
: sponge
Yes | No
Does family have agy
Polding comer8?, ...ccvreanvesenes | 19 68 13
Typewriter 8t home?..yuveesoess.. | 21 66 13
Finglaee?ﬁcqn-;ao-ou-..»:o.&.nty 21 66 13
.?iam?ul"‘i.’.tl.t.l.l.'.lQI.IOIO 26 61 13
Eneyelepedia?tpqﬂdlQ.QDC.“QIO'QI 21" 63 13
Does elther psrent pley & musical in- :
Stl"uﬂl&llt?g.-.uooaancct-;~¢~.-..-.u 39 #g 13
Hea father been @ member of & pro-
fessional or sclentific society?, 5 83 13
?@talgncttn'qts&u 155 &‘5}" 91
Per cent.,.......| 22,19 64.85 13.0

have folding cameras, twenty-one have typewriters and fire-
places, twenty-six families own & plsno each, and twenty-
four femllies have encyclopediss in the home. In thirtye
nine familiaa, one or both parents play & musical instru-

ment., Five of the faethers heve been members of @ professional
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or sclentific society. In the total number of responses made
to this test, 155 were affirmative and 454 were negetive,
Thirteen per cent of the girls dld not respond, 22.15 per
cent responded indiceting e fevorable degree of cultural
status and 64,85 per cent responded indicating an unfavor-
able degree of cultural status,

In a survey of reading meterials in the home, the :
writer found thet the femilies of sixty-two of the eighty-
seven girls responding take one or no deily newspaper, while
five femilles teke two deilly papers,

Elghty of the families take none to three magezines
while seven of the families take four or five magasines,
Prom & scale fet up from the titles of the magazines teken
in the homes, the cultural content rating wes esteblished.
3ixty-three of the femilies have & magazine cultural content
range from O to 9,9, while the rangs for twenty-three fami-
lies is from 10 to 19.9, and one family has & raenge rram‘

20 to 29.9, Ko family has a renge in the fourth or fifth
step of the rating scale. |

Regarding the number of books other than children's
books in the home, eighty girls ssid that the family has
less than fifty books, Seven girls said thet the femily
hag between fifty-one and 250 books,

2oclslity index. -~ Table 4 lists a number of questions
concerning the fathers' and mothers' membership in c¢lubs and
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TABLE 4

DISTRIBUTION OF THE “YES" AND "NHO" RESPONBES OF
ONE HUNDHED TEXAS STATE TRAINING SCHOOL GIRL3
AT GAINESVILIE, TEXAS, T0 QUESTIONS
CONCERNING B0CIALITY IN THE
MINNESOTA HOME STATUS INDEX

‘ Responses
Questions ‘ No Re-
_ sponse
Yes | HNo
Hes father been & member of &
Fraternal soclety?...cieesnovesse| 1l 76 13
8001‘1 club?‘i.Q‘i..oct;thi-b‘n‘i‘b. 20 67 13
Parent~teacher £880ci8ti0N%.c..as 8o 13
 Civic or politicel elub?......... 84 13
gtudy e¢lub, litersry or art . .
aociaty?nornatoch.ttt.oo.nood 3 84 13
Bes mother been & member of &
Fraternal s@éiety?cnohttuoty-ntoﬁo 7 8o 13
3001@1 Glub?uttvcten.atna-no;.ota 15 72 13
Parent-tescher @ssoccistion?,.....| 21 66 13
Civic or political olub®u.c.eee..| 2 | 85 13
5tndy ¢lub, litersry or art
| BOCLet T ?iveenesnsonsocesinans 6 81 13
Does either parent participste in any
‘ of the following forms of
: reareation?
Fishing or hunting........ceee..s| 54 | 33 13
BridgﬂltooctiOl’t..ltnocttcot'bci 16 71 13
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TABLE 4 ~-- Continued

Responses
Guestions : No Re~
e sponse
Yes Ho
Tﬁn!!iﬂ or g@lthQQwG-GAQQ-uQDt‘o' 12 75 13

POL8Leroenenness | 175  |956 169
P@I’ cent.-.q—¢.-¢ 13a"‘6 73.54 13QG

their participation in certain forms of recreastion, and the
girls' responses to eech question. Only eleven fathers and
seven mothers have hsd membership in freternsl socletiles,
Twenty fethers and fifteen mothers have had membership in
social clubs. Five fathers end twenty-one mothers have
had membership in the Parent-teacher Associstion, This
might be another definite e¢lue to the delinquency problem,
for surely more of these parents should he members of the
Parent-teacher Assoclstlon,

Three fathers and two mothers have membershlip in civie
or political clubs. Three fathers and six mothers have mem-
bership in study clubs, literary or art societies, 1In
fifty-four of the homes either one or both pearents like to
fish or hunt, sixteen enjoy playing bridge, end twelve play
tennis or golf.

In the final enelysis there &re 175 effirmative responses
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end 956 negative responses, Thirteen per cent of the girls
did not respond to the questions, 13,46 per cent indicated
a favorable soclality status, and 73.5% per cent indicated
an unfavorsable soclality status.

Qogupetionsl status index. -- Table 5 shows the ocou-
pationsl status of the father or the wage earner in the homes
of the one hundred Texes State Training School girls, B8ev-

enteen of the fathers or wage esrners of the families are day

TABIE 5

DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONSES OF ONE HUN
STATE TRAINING SCHOOL GIRLS AT GAINES?II&E,
TEXAS, T0 QUESTIORS CONCERNING OCCUPATIONAL
SPATUS IN THR MINNESOTA HOME STATUS INDRX

What is the fsther's ususl
oocupetion? Response

DEY 18DOPEY « 4 & « 2 s 2 4 o o & o o I
Slightly skilled . . . « « « o s o+ » 3&‘ 
Semi-skilled . . v ¢ 4 2 4 s s e 0. 2
Skilled tr8de . . + + o « o s v s s 2 20
Semi-professional and managerisl ., . 10

Professiongl .« « « « s o 2 o o« s« o o B

leborers, thirty-four are slightly 8killed, two are semi-~
skil}ad, twenty are skilled lsborers, ten cccupy seml-
professionel and menegerisl posltions, and four are profes-
sional people, The examiner leerned that meny of these

slightly skilled laborers and men of skilled trades were
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war-plant workers who were day laborers before the war and
were trained by the government for the war emergency, Un-
der normel condltions the aacupatianal‘status would hsave
been much lower; however, it is very low as it is with only
four holding professional positions and ten holding semi-
professional positions. The figures deal with elghty-seven
of the girls, since thirteen girls did not respond to the
test.

Educationel status index. -- Table 6 lists guestions
eoncerning the educational stteimment of the fathers end

mothers of the one hundred Texas Btate Training Bahoél
girls of this study. 8ince o many girls had no knowledge
of the educationsl attainment of either one or the other
parent; @& question of this nature was added to the test,
Twenty-nine of the fethers and thirty-four mothers, a
total of sixty-three, have finished the eighth grade or
less, Twelve fshhsré and ninetaen~m&thars; & total of
thirty-one, entered high school, Seven fathers and three
mothers, a total of ten, entered college. Gma‘rathar and
two mothers, & totel of three, are college gradustes, None
of the parents have done graduste work. Tweniy-elght girls
sald that they hed no knowledge of thelr mothers ! eduéational
attainments,
In the final analysis 13,0 per cent of the girls did not
respond, 31.5 per cent indicated & parental educatinmnal sta~
tus of eighth grade or less, 15.5 per cent entered high
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TABLE 6

DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONSES TO THE MINKESOTA HOME
STATUS INDEX (F ONS FUNDRED TEXAS STATE TRAINING
SCHOOL OIRLS AT GAINESVILLE, TEXAS, CONCERNING

S PHR EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF THE PARENTS

Respoﬁse
Bducational , _
Atteinment ' .
Pather | Mother | Total | Per Cent

Eighth grade or less....... 29 34 €3 31.5
Entered high 8chool..seesss 12 19 31 .| 15.5
Gompleted high school...... 10 6 16 8,0
Entered cOllege..ceocaosess 7 3 10 5.0
Completed c0llege....coveene 1 2 3 1.5
Graduate WoOrK.ecessoenssone 0 0 0 0
No knowledge of sttainment. 28 23 51 25.5

school, 8.0 per cent finished high school, 5.0 per cent
entered college, 1.5 per cent completed college, none did
graduate work, and 25,5 per cent of the girls hed no knowl-
edge of the edusatlonal stetus of their parents. Indica~
tions are thet the educational status of the parents of the

¥y

girls studled is very low, R

The Guilford-Martin Personelity.fesh..

The Guiiford-Martin Personnel Inventory I by the Sheri-

dan Supply Compeny, Beverly Hills, Californis, was glven to
the one hundred Texss State Training Schools girls at
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Galnesville, Texaes, to gein & knowledge of the personali-~
ties of these girls,

The tests were scored according to the three phases of
their purpose, nemely, (1) objectivity, (2) sgreesbleness,
and (3) cooperativeness. The raw scores were converted
into € scores by the use of & chart in order to compére the
scores made by the one hundred Texas State Training School
girls with the stendard norms., Pive hundred cases were used
in deriving the sceled score &nd percentages listed under
C score of each table,

A high C score on objectivity indicates & tendency to
view one's self snd surroundings objectively. A low ¢ score
indicates & tendency to take everything personally and to be
hypersensitive,

A high ¢ score on agreeasbleness indicates & lack of
quarrelsomeness and & lack of dominsering qualities, A low
¢ score indicstes & belligerent, deminesring’attitude and an
over-resdiness to fight over trifles.

A high ¢ score on cooperstiveness indicates a willing-
ness to sccept things and people as they ere and & gensrally
tolerant attitude, A low ¢ score indicates an over-criticsl-
ness of people and things and en intolerant sttitude.

Objectivity scores, -~ Table 7 gives & freguency teble
of rew scores from 0 to 71 with 8 C score table scaling the
scores from O to 10 with the percentage of cases used to

set up the scale in each frequency, and a frequency chart
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TABLE 7

DISTRIBUTION OF THE OBJECTIVITY SCORES FROM THE
GUILFORD-MARTIN FERSONNEL INVENTORY I OF ONE
HURDRED TEXAS STATE TRAINING SCHOOL GIRLS

AT GAINESVILIE, TEXAS

¢ scerés
Raw Scores - - (irlst Score
Scaled Score Per Cent Frequency
T e 10 1 0 |

68~70.. ..., 9 0
62-67.,.... 8 0
556100 sens T 12 o
Bbo-8h, . 0ue 6 17 0
42-48,,..., 5 20 1l
36-41...... 4 17 19
28-35...... 3 12 16
20-2T s areee 2 T 28
13-19...... 1 31
0-12.;..... 0 15

of the scores made by the one hundred Texss State Training
S8chool girls. The complete scores &s & whole were extremely
low. Only one girl's score wes in the middle twenty per
cent of the cases used to set up the scaled scores. Nine-
teen girls' scores or nineteen per cent of the scores were

in number four scsled scores, whioch is seventesn per cent
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of the cases used. BSixteen of the girls' scores or sixtesn
per cent of the scores were in number three sceled scores,
which is twelve per cent of the cases used. Twenty-eight
girlst! acores or twentyweiéht per cent of the scores were
in number two scaled score, which is seven per cent of the ‘
cases used., Thirty-one girlaf‘soeres or thirty~-one per cent i
of the scores were in number one of the scaled scores, which i
is three per cent of the cases used. Fifteen girls? acores
or fifteen per cent of the scores were in number zero of the
scaled scores, which is one per cent of the cases used. Ac-
cording to this test, forty-six per cent of the one hundred
girls studied have &an objectivity score that is equel to the
lowest four p@f cent of normsl people and seventy-four per
cent of these girls heve a score aqual to the lowest sleven
per cent of normsl people. This indicetes & tendency to take
everything personslly and shows thet & very high percentage
of the girls 18 hypersensitive.

égggaab;eggss aebrea, ~~ Table 8 gives & frequency ta-
ble of raw scores from O to 56 with a G score table scaling

the scores from 0 te 10 with the percentasge of cases used

to set up the scale in each frequénay, and & frequency chart
of the scores mede by the one hundred @axan State Training
School girls. Three girls' scores or three per cent of the
scores ware‘in nuuwber five sesled score, which 1$ the middle

twenty per cent of the cases used to set up the scaled Bcores,
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TABLE 8

DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGREEABLENESS SCORES FROM THE
GUILPORD-MARTIN PERSONNEL INVENTORY I OF ONE
HUNDRED TEXAS STATE TRAINING SCHOOL

GIRLS AT GAINESVILIE, TEXAS

e Séares

- Raw Bgcores } Girls' score

| 3caled Score Per Cent Frequency
564 isenn 10 1 o
53=85.... 9 o
47-52,... 8 .
ke-36,.,. ‘7 12 o
37-41.... 6 17 .
32+36.... 5 20 5
27-31.... 3 17 ¢
2226,,.. 3 10 ”
17-21.... 5 21
12-16,... 1 25
0-11..... 0 iy

and one girl's score was in number six scaled score, which
1s seventeen per cent of the cases above the middle. 8ix
of the girls' scores or gix per cent of the Bcores were in
number four scaled score, whidh i1s seventeen per cent of
the cases used, Pifteen of the girls! scores or fifteen

per cent of the scores were in number three scaled score,
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which 18 twelve per cent of the cases used. Twenty-one
girls'® scores or twenty~one per cent of the scores were

i1n number two scaled score, which is seven per cent of the
cases used. Twenty-five girls' scores were in number one of
the sceled scores, which is three per cent of the cases used,.
Twenty-nine girls'’ scores or twenty-nine per cent of the
scores were in number sero of the scaled scores, which 1s
the lowest one per cent of the cases used. This test shows
that fifty-four per cent of the one hundred Texss State
Training School girls tested have sgreeableness scores that
equal four per cent of normal people, &nd seventy-five per
cent of these girls have a score equal to the lowest eleven
per cent of normal people,

Cooperative scores. -- Table 9 gives & frequency table

of raw scores from 0 to 97 with & { score table scaling the
scores from O to 10 with the percentage of ceses used to

set up the scale in esch frequency, &nd & frequency chart

of the scores mede by the one hundred Texss State Treining
Behool girls., The scores @s & whole were extremely low. No
girlis score was in number five sceled score, which is the
middle twenty per cent of the cases used to set up the scaled
secores. Two glrls'scores or two per cent of the scores were
in number four scaled score, which is seventsen per cent of
the cases used. B8ixteen of the girlst' scores or sixteen

per cent of the scores were in number three sceled score,
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TABLE 9

DISTRIBUTION OF THE COOPERATIVENESS SCORES FROM THE
GUILFORD-MARTIN PERSONNEL INVENTORY I OF ONR
HUNDRED TEXAS STATE TRAINING SCHOOL
GIRLS AT GAINESVILIE, TEZAS

Rew Scores Girist Ssore

Scaled Beore Per Cent Freguency
OTFivinnis 10 y .
89-96..... o s )
81-88..... 8 7 o
72-80..... 7 10 o
65-T1..... 6 17 .
Bh-64, ..., 5 50 o
45-53..... 3 17 .
35-44,.,,,, 3 10 | 16
27-3% ..., 2 . .
20-26..... 1 | 3
0-19...... 0 33

three per cent of the casss used,

which 18 twelve per cent of the cases used. Seventeen giris?
scérem or seventeen per cent of the scores were in number |
two scaled score, which is seven per cent of the cases used,
Thirty-two girls' scores or thirty-two per cent of the

Scores were in number one of the scsled scores, which is

Thirty-three girls' scores
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or thirty-three per cent of the scores were in number zero
of the scaled scores, which is the lowest one per cent of
the ceses used. Acoording to this test, sixty-five per
cent of the one hundred girls tested have & cooperativeness
score that ls squal to the lowest four per cent of normsl
people, &nd eighty-two per cent of these girls have & score
equsl to the lowest eleven per cent of normal people. This
i1s an indication that the one hundred Texas State Training
School girls heve very ebmormel personelities, at leaat, in
. Ko
Otis Qﬁ§g§raaar§ag‘mwggg~ abilitx heat.yf~ The Beta
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Foim A of the Otis Quick-scoring Mental Ability Test was
given to the one hundred Texss State Training 8chool girls
with the time limitations and other directions from the

80 far as couperstiveness is concerned.

manual strictly observed, The girls were instructed to
reed carefully esch stetement of the test and to indicate
&n answer for each question in the designsted place after
due consideration was given the guestion,

The title of the test revesled to the glrls that the
purpose of the test was to measure mental @bility, thinking
power, or the degrees of the maturity of the mind., The ex-
eminer wes consclous of the fact thet some of the girls were
not concerned with whether or not they used speed end sc-
curscy end therefore some allowance must be msde for this
lack of effort when the results of the tests were compared
and interpreted.
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TABIE 10
DISTRIBUTION OF THE INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF ONE
HUNDRED TEXA2 STATE TRAINING SCHOOL GIRLS AT
GAINESVILIE, TEXAS, AS DETERMINED BY USE
OF THE OTI2 QUICK-SCORING MENTAL
ABILITY TEST
I. Q. Renge Kumber of I, Q.'s
£ e e T

105109 & v v w0 b 0w v W

100-304 ., ., .. ...,

95-99 . L. s e e e e
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8o-8% . .. .......11

®T5-79 & v 4 v v v e v .. 8
TO-TH . ..o o .. .15

6569 . . ... ..., .2k

6o-64 , . .. .. ... .10
B5=59 .+ « v v w0, .
50~5% . . . v e .
4549 , L . 0oL 0. .
ho-4% . . . L L. ...,
35-39 v 0 v e e e e .

* Median -~ 72,
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After the teets were completed, they were cerefully
scored, From Teble % of the Menual, "Mentsal Ages Correspond-
ing to Scores,” the individus) scores were converted into

mental ages. With & knowledge of esch girl's mental ege and
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chronologicael ege, the inteslligence quotlent for each girl
wes estsblished. A frequency chart was set up with inter-
vals of five ranging from thirty-five to 115, which included
#ll the intelligence quotients represented by the group of
girls included in the study,
The highest intelligence quotient was 112, which was
in the range from 110 to 11k,
The next highest intelligence quotient wes 106, which
was in tho ronge from 105 to 109,
Bight Iintelligence quotients were in the renge 95 to 69,
Nine intelligence quotients were in the range 90 to 9%,
8ix intelligence quotients were in the range 85 to 89.
Eleven intelligence quotients were in the renge 80 to 84,
Eight intelligence quotients were in the range 75 to 79.
Pifteen intelligence quotients were in the range 70 to
74,
Fourtoon intelligence quotients were in the range 65
to 69.
Ten intelligence quotients wers in the raenge 60 to 64,
Pour intelligencs quotients were in the range 55 to 59,
Kine intelligence guotients were in the range 50 to 5%,
Ons intelligence gquotiemt was in the renge 45 to 49,
One intelligence quotient was in the range 40 to U4,
Two intelligence quotients were in the range 35 to 39.
A final enalysls of the tests is &s follows:
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1. Minnesots Home Status Index:

Thirty-six and eight~tenths per cent indi-
cated a presence of sdequate childrents fscilities
in the homes.

Phirty and five-tenths per cent indicated the
presence of favorable economic status,

Twenty-two and fifteen-hundredths per cent
indiceted the nresence of fsvorable eultural
status,

Thirteen and forty-five hundredths per cent
indicated the presence of favorable socielity
status,

Thirty-one and five-tenths per cent of the
parents! educational attainment wes eighth grade
or less, while 1.5 per cent completed college.

While these figures reveal & low home status,
it is not as low as might be expected after the
cese studies presented in Chapter IV are reviewed.
The charecter of the group tested may be partly
responsible for this difference.

2, Guilford-Martin Personality Test:

The objectivity test reveals thet ell of the
girls except one fall below the middle twenty per
cent of average pecple, which fact indiceted = véry

sensitive personality,
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The egreeebleness test reveals that all of
the girls except four fall below the middle twenty
per cent of aversge people, which fact indicetes &
very belligerent or domineering persmnality.

The cooperativeness test reveals thet all of
the girls fall below the middle twenty per cent
of normal people, which fact indicetes an over-
oriticelness of people snd of things.

These facts concerning the meladjustments
and werped perscnelities should lesd to & study
of personality development and the influences that
determine the objectivity, sgreesablensss, and co-
operativenesns of people.

3. Otis Quick-scoring Mental Ability Test:

The intelligence quotients of the girls range
from 35 to 112, with & median of 72. After teach-
ing in the school for & full summer term, the
writer feels thet these results are too low,

Some allowance should be made for the lsck of ef-
fort on the part of the girls while taking the

test, when the results sre interpreted.



CBAPTER IV

CASE BTUDIES OF TWENTY TEXAS STATE
TRAINING S8CHOOL GIRLS

The writer of this study taught two clesses of langusge
arts in the fifth and sixth gredes during 8 summer session
&t the Texes State Treining School, The total enrollment
of these clesses wes forty girls, end one-helf of these
girls were used as case studies. The cases were not se-
lected sclentirficslly, but rsther sccording to the smount
of informetion that could be gathered from the girls, the
teachers in the school, and the officisls of the institution.
Some of the girls talked freely sbout their lives, while
others refused to discuss their psst at all. BSome of the
girls told different stories eccording to their maqda;
therefore, all the information could not be sccepted &s
suthentic., Teachers and officisls in the institution were
helpful in verifying much of the informetion that is used in
this study. The writer is sware of the fact that all cases
mey not be completely authentic and thet much informaetion
that might have been included in this study is not evaila-
bls.. |

“ The chief purpose of this chapter 1s to atudy the

b2
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background of esch girl and her educational, socisl, and
apiritusl opportunities or her lack of such opportunities.
It is interesting to note thet the home stetus according

- to theee cese atudles is much lower than according to the
results of the Minnesota Home Status Index, It i3 very
probeble thet the gquestionnaires were enswered more in fa-
vor of the home than the informetion given out from dsy to
day 1n & less formel menner, since the girls wanted their
homes to appear better then they were in reslity.

Cese I

This girl wes sixteen yeers of age when she came to

the state institution. Before she ceme to the Texas State
Training School, she lived with her perents and four brothers
end sisters. Her pesrents were show people and traveled from
place to plece with their serial asct, The family lived in &
trailer, The parents were very strict with her, but because
she became very discoursged with schoel, they had difficulty
with her., The constant change from school to school made

it diffieult for her to a&djust,

She was pilcked up by Juvenile officers when she was
found constantly on the streets of a lerge city. The social
workers checked her home conditions snd eventuslly she was
placed in & foster home, The foster psrents had difficulty
kaeping her in school and she finally rsn away, When she
wes loceted, she was placed in the Texes State Treining

School.,
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She had gome through about the seventh grade in public
school when she came to the treining school, but she insisted
that she had only finished the fifth grede. She did not
like to study, 8She did not like books. She was often
moody end refused to do any school work at first, later
she became reconclled to her confinement and beceme very
helpful in the cottage. Her acsdemic record wes average.,

In due time she made good"et the institution, When she
earned her parole, she went back to her perents,

Por & while, she did well with her perents., She took
care of the smell ahildren of the family end she slso cared
for the chlldren of some of the other show people, 5She
liked to keep house end to cook. She hed lesrned to sew
gt the institution and ﬁhe sewed for the children and for
berself, She liked working with children and hendled them
well,

When the femily returned to the large city where she
first got into trouble, she went bsck to her original street
life, She_baeama & sex problem, She was much more diffi-
oult to handle when she returned tc Geilnesville, for now she
was very rebellious &nd sullen. Sometimes she made plens to
follow the show business, but usually she talked abant 1iv-
ing in one definite place where there is security. She de~
fended her parenté and all other show people. BShe declared
thet her parents were honest, hard-working people and that
they wanted her to live right.
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Case II

This glirl was the youngest child in & family of good,
relieble people., Both parents were living. The father was
& reilroed engineer and provided well for his femily. Other
girls in the famlily were of good chsracter, married well,
ahd held prominent sociasl positions in thelr home town,

The girl reached only about the fourth or fifth grade
1n,public\sehaol. She often ran away from school and sway
from home. Several times she left the stste and et one time
she was found in Californis,

8he wes & very attrsctive, well-built, end healthy per-
son, She loved liva'and sctivity. 8he seng beautifully and
spoke of the "honky-tonk" deys with liquor end love, She
was self-willed, incorrigible, impulsive, and very high-
tempered, She had difficulty working with & group; she was,
however, & recogniged leader., Usually she had msny fol-
lowers,

8he was sent to the state school becsuse of her promis-
cuous immorality. 8She had both gonorrhesa and syphilis, 8She
did not esrn & perole, but was sent home when she becanme
twenty-one years of age. She ran awsy from the institution
meny times, but each time wes brought back &s soon es she

was found.



46

Case ITX

This girl lived with her mother, who wes & public pros-
titute. The father was deesd, There were two small boys and
& sister in the femily. The finsncial stetus of the family
wes very low, She had to take care of the younger brothers,
pick cotton, do domestic work in homes and thus help to fi-
nence the family. She never attended school regularly,

She was commercialized by her mother when she reached ‘
eerly adolescence. She hated her 11fe end was heppy to be
in & Texes school where she had food, clothing,; and an op-
portunity to live & clean life,

She mede & cle&n record snd meintained & splendid repu-
tation in G2inesvlille. GShe was dependeble, trustworthy,
obedient, and belpful in keeping other girls in control.
Within & very short time she beceme & council girl, and re-
ceived her perole in record time. She could not be sent to
her mother because of her mother's character, but relatives
in another town took her, She got a2 job end made & good &d-
Justment to it and to life,

Gase IV
This girl wes & sister of Qase III, Her home environ-
ment was not only very poor but it also was demoralizing.
She was never inclined to take the responsibility in the
home that Case III took. Promiscuous living wss alsoc more
ettractive to her, B8he had & pretty face, & very healthy,
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ettractive body, and was very populer,

At the institution she did not care for records end
ves easily influenced by the rebellious group. She wes often
called before the discipline committee for correction. It
was through much encouregement thet she eventuelly won her
merite to leave the stete school., The relatives teo whom
Case III was péroled would not take Cese IV becsuse she was
inclined to be 'wild"snd they feared difficulty., She wes not
ellowed to go to her mother for reesons alresdy indicated.
Her long wait for the peroles wes very discoursging to her,
Finelly she wss placed in & foeter home, where she lived
very happily for two yeers end then masrrled., She beceme &

fine housewlife and citigen,

Case V

This girl's fether was dead snd the mother wes & pros-
titute who worked in & low-¢lass night club and did not make
much money. The girl waes neglected end allowed to live 6h
the street until the county officiels placed her on proba-
tion with her sister and brother-in-lsw,

The sister and her husbend were good citizens and in
their anxiety &bout the girl, they became too striect with
her. She wes not trusted ocut of sight snd she frequently
ran away and went to her mother,

Finelly she had to be confined by the lsw. At the
state school she was inclined to be stubborn, disobedient,

and resentful,
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She was capeble of doing good school work but she wes
not often inclined to do it. She made friends with the
| groups who were planning wrong things to do.

It took her longer thsn is required to make her merits,
but finelly she wes peroled to a family who wanted to help
her, &he was not there long until she ren sway, went to
her mother, and returned to her originsl sex life. She was
found by the law sand returned to the school,

Case VI

This girl lived with an sunt snd uncle because she hsd
no place to go after the d@aﬁh of her parents, 8he &ttended
school regularly, was in splendid hsalth; and could have
iived happily hed she been loved, She knew thet her rela-
tives resented having her in their home, The uncle wes sn
mil~field worker and 1t was a2 very bead communlty for the
child. The relatives would not provide the girl with neces-
sary olothing or money for recreation, slthough the uncle
was the adminiétrator of & small amount of money left to the
girl from her mother's estate.

Finally the glrl rsen away from home to attend night
clubs, road houses, snd drinking parties so frequently thset
the relatives turned her over to the county officials,

At the institution the girl earned her records without

any delsy. She was obedient, cooperstive, and & good worker,
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8he learned to sew and to cook and she became @& very depend-
able worker in one of the cottage kitchens. 8hs wrote let~
ters to her relatives often, but she 4id not receive many
latters from them. They 41d not visit her end she was very
lonely for her peopls,

When she received her parole, she went bsck to her un~
c¢le end aunt, but the sdjustment was not & success, Iater
she had to return to the state school,

Case VII

Thie girl warried very young snd her husbend went into
the service. 8She had & mother and en older brother who had
a very smell income and she did not wish to live with them.
Her father was dead, 8he resented her mother's criticism
of her way of life. B8She did not think she should obey her
mothar bec¢suse she wes married, |

She went to honky-tonks end drenk heavily. She was
frequently with bad company, and ber conduct was improper,
She was a besutiful, well-developed blond, and she idolized
movie stars with glawor. True Story end True Romence were
her type of reading meterisl.

It was very difficult for her to edjust in the school
to the routine of formsl cless work, She wes bored with
grammer and arithmetic. She had finished the eighth grede
in public school, but she had been out of school sbout two

years. 8he enjoyed learning to cook and sew and was quite
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interested in all phsses of housekeeplng. She took pride
in keeping her room snd she wis cooperstive in the cotteges,
She wrote often to her husband and planned to live differ-
ently when he returned to her and she received her parole,
She mede her records in the minimum time and was
paroled to her mother. Soon her hushand received his dis~
charge and took her with him. He received his government
ald, now, and sttended college. She mnde a satlsfactory ad-

justment to her new life.

Case VIII

This girl was & very beautiful blond with lsrge brown
eyes, ©She wes aboult thirteen yesrs of age when she came to
the institution, She lived with & Mexican women &nd her
common-lew husbend in ope of Texss' larger cities, The
Mexlcan mén msde no pretense of making 8 living, but the
Mexicen woman did domestle work for wages, The glrl had
besen in the family as long &8s she c¢ould remember and celled
the woman "Mother," slthough she did not belleve that the
women actually wes her mother. She resented her femily and
her leck of an opportunity to be like other girls,

- 8he became a discipline problem at school, She had
temper tantrums and was often punishaed, The school placed
her csse 1in the hands of juvenile officials when she played
"hookey" from school, Her home life was investigeted and

she was taken sway from the Mexicen family and placed in e
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foster home, She ran sway from the foster parents end was
later placed in the state school. |

8he made excellent records when she waes 1n the mood to
work but sometimes she became blue end very moody, When she
was discouraged, she sang prison songs and popular "blues"
in the Mexlcan tongue. Sometimes she had temper "spells"and
was 1solated from the other girls, 8he hed days of high
spirits snd deys of low spirits, much more noticeably than
did the other girls in the school.

She was paroled to a public school teecher and she fin-
ished high school with average gredes,

Case JX

This girl lived with her mother and stepfather in the
slum district of & large town., The finenclsl status of the
family was very low; in fact, the father eked out & mere ex-
istence by doing eodd jobs, Much of the time there was no
family income, The family hed little food, clothing, &nd
shelter. The girl rcamed the city strests, back alleys,
end city dumping grounds from the time she was large enough
to stray from the house,

She became involved in sex experlences at & very early
sge and wes sent to the state school while still very young.
She had not sttended school snough to show any accomplish-
ments, but with proper food end care she d4id wall, 3She
earned her merits in due time and was paroled to a foster
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femily, She ran away and went bsck home to a little cabin
neer the city dumps. She went completely wild in her sex
desire and could not be controlled. B8he wes returned to
the state school, but she was never able to meke eny agd-
Justment, If she was allowed out of the building without a
conastant companion or tescher, she ran away &nd had sex
experiences with men. When shs wes found and brought back
to the institution, she had nervous"spells"of weeping snd
moaning end was kept in solitary confinement. Finally she
completely lost her mind end was sent to a state mental hos-
pitel.

Cass X

This girl's parents died when she was very young and
she and three of the five other children were sent to an or-
phanage. She had splendid health and was aversge in acadenic
work, but she was a8 very unhappy person, She wes possessed
with & desire to find out something about her family, BShe
hed lived with & foster family before she was placed in the
orphanage, but she had lost contect with them,

She was sent to the state school because she ran away
from the orphanage and they could not control her there.

In the state school she was s constant problem. She
was stubborn, sullen, and refused to follow reguletions,
8he was a constant trouble maker. She created much discon-

tent and bickering smong the girls, B8he was cruel and
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wanted to muytilate her own body.

When she wes finally ready for parole, the people with
whom she once lived were contagted and they received ber
again into their home. In the meantime her older brother
hed gone into service snd the wife was glone; so Cese X was
transferred to her, Thay weré about the same age and not

very compatible, &nd as s result the perole was & fsillure.

| o Gése XI |

This giri wae the deughter of @ lady with seven other
ehildran. The stepfather was’é‘day laborer whe moved from
pl#ee to place and did not provide for the femily as he
should. The mother did washing and ironing to help with
the meager living.

The girl hed poor educatlional opportunities. She quit
school 8t & very eerly asge and worked in & drug store to
provide herself with food, clothing, and other things that
she needed and could not have,

Hor home geve her no cultural beckground. 8She had no
training in selecting friends of good character snd high
morel standlng. BSoon she beceme assoclated with young peo-
ple of questionable character, She was out lste at night.
Sometimes she did not come home et all and when questioned
about her conduct, she reminded her mother thet she wes mak-
ing her own living &nd that she had e right to live her own

1ife. Demands were sometimes made of her to help support
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the family, but she was not making enough money to take care
of her own needs, BShe refused to assume any financisl re-
sponsibility that was not hers, Finally she refused to live
at home when her night life was hampsred by younger brothers,
sisters, & stepfather, and & critical mother.

She was placed in the hands of county officiasls and
sent to the State Training School.

At the school, she made good records. Bhe wes obedlent,
heipful, and anxicus to lesrn. She was peroled to a family
in her Mome town., After & few months the judge ellowed her
to go to snother town end live with her grendmother. She
got & job in a drug store and made good, Her parole record
was good,

Cege XII

This girl wes from & large West Texas town. Her father
snd mother being separsted, she lived with her mother and
three other children, The father hed deserted the femily
when the girl wes quite young., The father wes a trucker and
owned some 1and. FShe thought she hed en interest in this
property but she never wes able to get in contsct with her
father. He hed remerried snd hed left the home town.

The mother wes an 1lliterste women, but she wes hard-
working, honest, and relieble. She worked in a‘haspital
long hours for & meeger wage, but she bought and peid for e

small home.
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The girl!s health wes good, although she thought that
she hsd tuberculosis., It wes difficult to make her under-
atand thet she hed a sound body becsuse she hed this thought
in her mind.

ghe was very loud, boisberous, and masculine in appesar-
ance, She always dressed 1in overalls and bright-colored
shirts., She had & strong desire to ride in trucks, She
would go with eny truck driver wherever he would teke her,
She often ran away to New Mexico amd to other places.

When she was completely out of the mother's control, the
county judge pleced her in the state school.

She made her records and was peroled to her mother, dut
ghe returned immedlately to her 'Wwild'life snd had to be sent
back to the state school.

She hed & very violent temper end because of her ex-
plosive menner the girls called her "Volcsno," but they re-
speeﬁed her in many weys, She bescame 2 council member &nd
finslly made her records sgsin, ©She was paroled & second
time to her mother, This time she went to work with her
mother in the hospital.

Cage XIII
This girl lived with her father and mother and five
other children. The home status was very low. The father
was & drunkard, and the little money he earned mowing lawns

and from other odd jobs was spant for liguor. The mother
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worked as & maeld in a hotel, ,

8he did not sttend publie school regulerly because she
21lso worked at odd jobs and because no one &t home investi~
gated her behavior or knew what she did,

An older sister was & prostitute and Case XIII started
going out with her at night and meeting men. 5She was re-
ported to the county officisls by the school truant officers
and found to be living & very immoral life. |

thﬁ she ceme to the State Treining Sohool, it was very
difficult for her to obey and follow school regulations.

She did not want to cooperate in any wey and she wass fre-
quently very disrespectful. 8he cursed and used very vulger
language.

8he was in the school about twice the length of time
she should heve been in order to meke her records., She
was paroled to her mother under the direct supervision of @
Juvenile offilcer and she has been able to meke & fair ad-

Justment,

Case XIV
This girl wes one of & fsmily of eight. She hed a
stepmother who was & fortune teller. She looked and dressed
like 2 gypsy and did nothing for the femily, The home 1ife
was very undesirable and unhappy.
The father was &n electriclen and owned his own shop,

where he worked almost dsy snd night., He mede & good income,
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but was & very poor menasger. More money was wasted than was
used in the household because the perents did not imow how
to use money te the best edvantage, Although there was
plenty of money for food, the children were all undernour-
ished. When Case XIV came to the institution, she was very
thin, pale, and looked 111, slthough the hospital forse
found nothing wrong with her health that could not be reme-
died with proper food. She was brought to the stste school
because she refused to live in her poor home enviromment end
attend school. Her entire school record showed very Lrregu-
ler attendsnce, poor academic work, and constent discipline
troubles, , ‘ ,

At the school she was very unhappy. She could not ad-
Just in any wey, She mutilzted her body with pihs, needles,
pleces of glass, scissors, razor blades, or anything else
she could get into her hands., She liked to stick pins
through her flesh and wear them for days, B8he was extremely
nervous, emotional, and unstable. She always displayed much
self-pity. She became involved in a love affair with an-
other girl which sapped her strength, energy, and mentsl
power, The leest little lovers' quarrel or nisunderstanding
took awey her appetite and sll interest in life, 8he suf-
fered the same mentel and emotional pains that & true lover
would suffsr‘after losing a betrothal. She hsd no reasoning
about the mat%g; and cried without ceasing when her love

affair was 1n“édverae condition,
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She stayed three years in the state school. There
Seemed to be no chance for parole. The welfare workers
would not approve her home for her to return there. Ko
other home could be found beceuse of her bed records, She
was permitted to go home for & visit. This visit wes e
great disappointment to her. She wss grieved at the condi-
tions. The stepmother was untidy, the home unkept, snd the
children were even dirtier than she had remembered them to
be, The stepmother, who was s Mexican, occupied practically
all of her time telling fortunes. The girl realized when
she came back to the institution thet she could never be
happy st home. She had no incentive to make her school
records. She hed a deep feoling for her father but no resl
love. He had provided money for the family but he had given
her very 1littled his time and affection. She had no se-
curity whatsoever,

As time went on & wovker et the laundry of the institu-
tion becewme Interested in the girl, She was able to get some
work and cooperation from her in the loundry. She and her
husband have her on parole,and if she mskes a sgtisfectory
adjustment they plen to adopt her and make hor thelr legal
heir, since they have no children of their own., They are
very relliable, clean, hard-working people and they love
the girl.
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Case XV

This girl wes a member of & family of eight people,
The parents were both living. The father wes & drunkerd and
did not support the family. An older brother did the beét
he. could to provide food and clothing, but the money he mede
was not sufficient.

The girl did not get elong very well with her father
and because of this trouble she refused to stay st home,

She wes very lmmorsl snd hsad a very bad cese of gonorrhes
when she came to the State Training School, ‘

At the institution, she was very rebellious and stub-
born, BShe mede no attempt to earn her rarole., The older
brother showed & great interest in her. He made svery of-
fort to have her released to him, He even appealed to the
governor, but she was not relsased to him because there
was 1little hope for her to make the proper adjustment and
become & good citizen in her home enviromment,

She f;nally escaped from the school and no trace has

been found of her,

Gase XVI
This girl lived with her father and five other children,
The mother was deasd, The father wes s farmer and made &
very poor living. The merried sisters were in apd out of
the home frequently, but the family situetion was very un-
happy., There was much quarreling, cursing, end ugly len-
guage used in the home,
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She hed been married to & soldier who wes killed in
the service, snd she received his insursnce from the govern-
ment, The femily tried to get ss much of this money &s pos-
sible, but she wes very e¢areful sbout spending eny of it for
them. |

After the husbsnd went oversees she followed the army
camps and went out with soldiers. 3She beceme a prostitute
and was pregnent when she csme to the Stete Treining School,

She escaped from the school, but was found 8nd returned
efter some time,.

It was very difficult for her to follow regulstions,
She hed never known enything e#bout discipline. BShe was very
determined to live according te her own plen, elthough she
dld heve some reasoning p&w&r. She had zttended school
through sbout the sixth grade, but she hed been out of
gchocl for severel yeers. She showed an interest in commer-
clel work end wee put In e apeciel class, in which she Aaid
~well, She immedlately developed & more pleesing attitude
end begen working for & parole. She mede 8 fine sdjustment
in & short period of time. 8he beceme meyor of her cottege
and 8 very reliable student council member., After being
paroled to_hgrvfather, she put much of her time end money
into impr@Qiﬁé'ﬁhé home conditions,
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Cgse XVIX

This girl llved with her mother and stepfether. The
home was much above the average from which delinguent chil-
dren usually come. Both parents worked. The mother was a
stenographer. The girl was neglected to the extent that she
became & truant problem in the school and a nuisance in her /
neighborhood. She wae supposed to go to the homs of a&n sunt
in the ‘afternoon until her mother got off from work, but she
went where she plessed and did &8 she pleased. She did not
like her stepfather snd resented his interest in her con-
duct end his sttempts to control her. As she grew older she
begén to keep late hours and to sttend school less regularly.
When the parents found thet she was completely out of their
control, they placed her in the suthority of juvenile offi-
cers,

At the State Training School she mede excellent records,
was dependeble, trustworthy, industrious, and obedient.
Bhe was ashamed of her pest snd anxious to return to her
home, The mother rented a duplex with the asunt asnd the girl
had better supervision &t home, although the mother continued
to work, The girl entered the eighth grede when she returned
home and made good acedemic &nd conduct records,

Case XVIII
This girl lived with her father, Her mother waes living,
but she did not &ccept any of the responsibility of rearing
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the two children. The parents were not divorced but they
were separsted most of the time, The father wes a rock and
concrete builder, although he did not work steadily. He was
& dreamy, shiftless sort of person.

The girl had very poor heslth and suffered from asthma,
She was not emotionally stable end she often becsme upset
without a cause. She wes & heavy smoker and hed 2 taste for
dope, 8he creved a certein herb to smoke and sometimes she
would héve nervous fits baeause’uf her desire for something
to smoke. She could bring on her asthme condition, and she
used that as an excuse to stay out of school,

She liked to dsnce and go out with"wild" parties before
she was discovered by the juvenile officers, She frequently
visited honky-tonks and beer taverns, Her father protested
her lste hours, but he could not control her.

After seversl months at the State Training School she
overceéme many of her mentel, physicel, and emotional hendi-
caps and wes paroled 1o an older sister and brother-in-lew,
She made & fair adjustment,

Case XIX
This girl came from & city with a large Mexican popula-
tion., The home status wes very low, The father wes & day
laborer who did odd jobs. The mother did lsundry work to
help with the finences, The father drenk, and wes very



€3

cruel et times when he was drunk., He wes very strict and
hersh with the family, even when he was sober, ¥He demended
that the older children help meke the living.

The girl had poor health due to the lack of proper
feod and the emotional strain under which she lived.

As she grew old enough to meke a few decisions for her-
self, she quit school. 3She associated almost entirely with
Mexicans of the lowest c¢lass, She went to public dance
hells and honky-tonks every night, When the fether nmade
certain demsnds of her, she ren sway from home snd was fi-
nally sent to the State Training School.

She was very uncooperative and difficult to mensge.
She ran away from the institution several times end was al-
ways found with a8 group of Mexican friends,

After a long pericd of time she mede her required rec-
ords end was paroled to & sister who was mesrried to e Mexi-
can. B8he could not get 8long with the sister or the brother-
in-lew and finelly she had to return to the school.

Case XX
This girl lived with her mother, stepfether, and two
sisters. The father wes & civilisn worker in an army camp
and the mother also worked in the srmy camp.
She hed & good mind &and learned quickly when she was
in 8 mood for studying, which was not often, She was stub-
born, impudent, jealous, &nd unreliable. She had temper



tantrums. Usually she liked only one person &t & time,

although this affection lasted only & few days, Her jeel-

ous nature wes probably her biggest enemy. She could not

trust anyone end shé wes & hebitual thilef, 8he took things

thet were of no possible vaelue to her., She hed been a dis~
cipline problem in the public school from the time she hed

entered school, :

Her parents always had difficulty in getting her to
tell the truth and in de&ling honestly with other members of
the famlly., Her jealous nature seemed to drive her to do
unkind and unfsir things, She was sent to the State Train-
ing School because she ren awey from homs, played *hookey"
from scheol, and stole everything thet she could. Her
health was good except for the fact thet she had gonerrhes,
After & long period she earned enough points for & parole
but she had been @t home only & few weeks when she broke
parcle end had to return to the stste school.

By way of summary, and scknowledging the unscientific
method of selecting the cases studied and the mrobability
that some of the informetion is not completely authentic,
the writer feels that msny points of value ere found in the
case studies.;wggraughaut the studles the writer finds low
home status, i;w ecnnomic status, sex problems, low educa~
tional atteinment, and & feeling of insecurity, emotionsl
instablility, and & lack of recreationasl and leisure-time
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aetiviﬁies.wﬁﬁany of the parcles were not succesaful, &
fact which Should legd to & study of the school's ability
to help the girls adjust to soclety., Perhaps the curriecu-
lum should be made more vocational in order that the glrls
may be prepared to become self-supporting when they leave
the institutlon. The evidence is strong thst the publie
schools do not meet the needs of the girls, since many of
them never attended school regularly and withdrew from

school &t en eerly age.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions

The date presented in this study seem to support the
following eanalupieas regarding the major factors in juven-
ile delinquenscy:

1. The low economic stetus of a home breeds juvenile
delinquency. When es meny &8s ten or twelve people are liv-
ing in & single room without any of thﬁ»madmrnemnvaniencea,
the ahildren cannot be expected to develop mentally, morally,
physically, and spiritually,

2. The low cultural status of & home invites juvenile
delinquaney;{ When homes do not have daily newspapers, mage-
zines, encyclopedies, or booke to assist in the child's de-
velopment, and the few megezines taken have 1ittle or no
cultural rating (in wany instances the mageszines are de-
moralizing rathér then uplifting), the ochildren mey becone
dregs of society,

3. 'The occupstionsl status of the father or wage
esrner of the home which sets the monetary status is a mejor
factor in delinquency, for if the ¢hlld 1s deprived of not
only the luxuries but also of the necessitiss of life, he

66
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will oftentimes use 1llegel mesans of attaining his needs
and of satisfying his desires.

k.  Inadequate children's fecilities in the home thwart
the full development of the child and invite unwholesome
use of leisure time,

5. The low educetional attsimment of the parents seems
to be & major f&cté;fi The writer believes that adult eduaa»
tion should be a aoncern of every educationsal 1natitut1an.
Many of the weaknesses of soclety could be overcome with
education: health education (the importence of clesnliness
end sanitation), vocstionsal guidanee end training, business
training, trede schools, education in better home and school
relstions, and education in eivic resﬁanaibility.

6. The low sociamlity status of the home 1s a factor
thet is revealed in the unsocisl conduet of the girls from
these homes.

7., Ahaérma1 personslities are prevalent emong juvenile
delinquaniﬁ;iand this should lead to the further study of
personality development,

8. Mental deficiency is & factor in juvenile delin-
quency indicated by e medisn intelligence quotient of 72,
but the neture of the group tested questions the validity
of the test.

9;3M1rregular school sttendance and withdrawal from
school at &n early age are factors revealed through the

twenty case studies.
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10, Deflcient moral and spiritusl influences of the
home are factors and the writer feels that the church and
the school must assume this responsibility when the home
fa1ls,

11, Insdequate sex education is, perhaps, & factor in
Juvenileldelinquaney.

12. Meny of the cases studled showed that their home
background had provided inadequate training in h;ms respon~
sibilities, Sound educationsl psychology indicetes that
soclety should provide this training,

13. The cese studies also show that the home beck-
ground does not establish within the girls a feeling of
belonging and eerly behavior petterns that are conducive to
wholesome living. Sound educationsl psychology indicstes
that society should provide this training, |

Recommendations

As a result of this study the following recommendations
are mades

1. The school sdministretor and the teacher should meke
& speciel effort to know the family beckground end the home
eavironmental conditions of every child enrolled in the
sochool, and adopt & progrém that will meet the needs of each
individual,

2. The school should keep &n snecdotsl record of each

child's behevior and study sny deviation from the normal
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behavior in order thet abnormelities may be detected before
they become serlous,

3. The school should meke a serious effort to resch
the homes of low educational, economic, cultural, and so-~
cizlity status with its adult education program, Parent-
teacher Association, Mothers' Club, end the recrestional
program,

4. The school should know the mental abllity of its
students and seek the mopsration of the parents in improv-
ing the conditions thet might help to improve and develop
mentality,

5. The school should enforce the school attendance
law by investigating every absence from school &nd also the
reason for each child's withdrewsl from school.

6. The school health end physicsl education program
should embrace & sound sex education program that would
meet the,needs of the student body at sll age lavsls.

7. The school should have a guidance program to essist
students who need moral, spiritual, vocstionsl, and eﬁuea»
tional guildance,

8. A study should be made of personelity devistions
and development, and the influences that determine the ob-

Jectivity, sgreesbleness, end cooperativensss of people.
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