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CPAPTER 1
TYTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem
The problem is to atﬁﬁy the aims of the Universily Intere

S¢haiastic League of Texas and evaluate them in the light of

. the aims of educatlon ss set up by authorities in the fislds
‘(56f sducatlion snd to study the pr@sént method of conducting

the League activities in Johnson County and evalurie the

- activities in the 1light of the nims of education and the data

- obtained from superintendents in the Conference B schools of

Johnson County,

Method of Proaaduré
The method of conducting this study has been to consult

authorities, through ressarch, in the field of education to
obtaln & criteris for evaluating the Lesgue's aims and
acéivitiesw

Then a study was méﬁa of Interscholastie League publi=-
- cations to learn the plan for conducting the Ieaguets setivitiesn
and the objeetives that ars sought through them,

Questionnalires were taken to superintendents in Johnson
County and conferences wers held with them to seeurs infoar-
mation aa to how these schools prepare for and carry on the
Leagus activities and what thess educstors think is dew

sirable or undesirable in the League and Why e

1



Definition of Torms

The terms to be used In this study sre defined to glive
clarity to thelr use, The term Lesgue is synonomousg with
- The University Interscholastic League of Texas, and the
term "Loaguer® 1s synonomous with "Interscholsstle Leaguer”,
wiieh I8 the offielal newspaper of the lLeague, The term
Congtitution and Rules refers to The Constitution and Rules
ef the University Interscholastie L&agué‘ The term "meet®
means the gatherlng togethsr of pupils for the purposs of
ongaging in scheduled contests, An "event® iz a part of a
contest. For Inetmnce, track and field is & contest made uﬁ

of six events for the grade school.

Limitations of This Study

This study is cemfinad'ta the Leaprue activities in the
elementary school, and especlally to the League asctivities of
the elementary schcols of Jmhnamnkﬁounty for the =chool year
of 1947-1948, It inecludss ressarch readling to determine
League aims and to avéluata these aims, The League sctivities
are also evaluated in the light of a2 selo¢ted criteria from
date obtained through personel interviews with superintendents
of Johnson County Conferenece E schools, These data are in the
form pf information concerning the Lefigue program in Johnson
County sehools for 1947-1848 and & survey of opinions obe
tained from these superintendents concerning the wvalue of the

League activities 1n their schools,



¥o attamnt is made to evaluate the activitiss from the
elementary teachers! point of view or from elementary
suplls' neirt of view, except in tho way that these
voints of views are reflected In the thinking of the
supsrintendents ard in the ectml information ebtalned
Pron thecs,

Only the Confersnce B schools of Jehnson County

are studied,

Related Studies

In 1927, Hoy Pedichek made a study of interscholastie
non-athlsetic contests. His treabtmedt was 1limited to six
snecific contests spengored by this Lesgue. He did not
tnelude & study of the or;;f&nizatie nand administration
‘m.“ the wvaricus units of the keague, except from the
stardpoint of local school crgpnization preparatory. to
the competlitive elimin&ti:ms.l |

in 1935, Pe. 0. Stanley made & ztudy of the organie
zatlon and control of high school interschelastle abhlstics,
in his study ne mede an analysis ol t "é constitutlion and
by~-laws znd rules and rezulst ismé of the state high school

interscholsstic athletlc agsseciations of the forty-eight

lﬂupra, Crarles Albert, The Universgity Intaracholastic
Leagus: 4 Burvey cof I%s Yrganfzalticn and Admin’stratlion,
D. 15, citifg Hoy badichek, Tinter scholBctic Ron-ALLie bic
Contasts,” (Urnpublished Yaster's tiesis of the Univeralty
nf Toras, 1927 ),pp. 1=37,




statss. His study was confined to the sthletic econtasts in
the varicus smtaa.g
In 1935, P. L. Whitton developed the history of the
University interscholastic Leapgw. His study was 1limited
te the historical develoument of the ﬁ;fa&gua,«bs.‘md no attempt
was medo bte evaluate the 1935 organization and srministration
of the Laagu@.ﬁ |
In 1956, Chariss Albert Dupre made 8 critical survey
of the orgarization ard administm tion of the Eaag%ua to
determine its contribution te e education of pplils, No
attompt was made In his thesis to evaluate the individual
contests held at the varicus maﬁs‘,é'

In 1938, Lee Edwin Simpson made a sur vey to determine

FkEm,

- - ] . ) g
the eduecaticnal valus of tre Learue tc the school ¢3114 in %
: i
%

Texas in relation tc the experditure of tims and mesns, He!
214 not attemnt te presert an sdweaticnal plan for the

Lazw ue , but ghowed conditions of the heigue set-up at t’nat
time and drew certain conclusions frem them. Hig study

was limited to & pericd of ten yars beginning with 1927

and extending through 1856,

21v1d., p. 14, cltire P. C. Starley, "Oreanization and
Control ol igh School Interscholastie sthieties,” (Unpube
lished Master's thesis of the bniversity of Taexas, 1953},
F}{}. l"’lgq

, Ibid., p. 15, eiting P. L. Wiitton, "History of the
IntescToldEstie Leagw in Yexss,” \Unpubllshed Master's
thesls of the Univgraity of Taxas, 1935), pp. 1-26.

*Ibids, Dhe k ;14t

%00 Edwin Simpson, " Survey of Practices and Procedwres
of the Adninistration of the “niversity Interseholastie
Leagus of To:as to Detormire the Hducational Value of Such
Procedum s," {Unpublished Master's thesis of North Texas
State Teachars College, 1938), p. vi.




In 12840, Tubert W. Losne made &n ewvalueticn of the

»

Unlvarslity Interscholagtic Lasgue 1n W lel he studied the

r»ﬁ?c o of scho el adnintgtrabors

2atrict Sn. 1 of Tezas 88 to whether or not the League

whille activi by for stwlonts o engags In, in comection wlth
the ir school work and :{{:tfﬁﬁ'}i&;ﬁ%‘ Thig atudy fwelulled &1l
the acé; fvitiea of ths Loscos oxespt foctbsll and baskstball,
and was 1lmited to Lhe mact ong of adninlstrators of the

distriets 1o 3tare Supervisory District Yo. 1, which at

that ime cows fated o twenty-felr Poarhandlis sounties,

that there 18 &

gerg:al oplnlon that the Leacsus eosls toe muchk iz tine and
mengy Tor the vealue derived by the sivdents, thet ewnhegia
gsearsd to e plerced on Wl wutng the contest ad the cost of
zimrectar bullding, that a rlan »izght be wmriked out for s
f1sld day or play day which would eliminate the anlmosity
and jealeousy betwsen schonles ond stdents eawmed by couniy
chanpionablipa, that thew 1z s gerersl feslire thet & few
irdividuals are pettiliny grocislized (mining while & large

, , 6
percent of the student body recoivas 11tbtls o no treining.
Kl
- "“

w;b&zw icts of Yaotorta :f*f*,% 183231858, The west Texss
CTOT B CCLIB 78, BULIZTIT S0 404, iag"ﬁi‘.ﬁ*ia'it 1944),




Also in 1640, Escoe Lawar Webb made an amlysis of the
Lea ue activities in the elementary schools of Texas in the
lipht of amddern objectives of educaticn. He svaluatead the
reascticon of elementary schoel teachers amd princinals in
activities as they alfect cliildren, teachers, and the com-
munity. He coneluded from his study that the ectivitles
of the beague do not meet modern objectives of education
and recommended that olementary sechoclis discontinue the
Laague's program of contests ard adopt 8 play day in its

7
placo,

In 1941, C. 0dell ¥sad made & study of the University
Interscholsstlic Leasue in the aceredited schools of Supere
visory District Ho. 2 ¢f Texas., Hie studied the metlcd then
current of condueting beapus contests ard evaluated these
eontests by obtaining date from admiristrators, natrons,
and studernts in Supervisory Ulstrict We. 2.

Among other things, Head found that administra toras in
the diatrict etudled sesmed te beligve that it wouvld he wise
to discontinuve Lessue ﬁnntests, hut patrons and students

ﬁ
5 ) <
did not belisve sveh 8 ecnurcse to be wisze,

VExcoe Lamar Webb, "Analysis of the Interscholestic
Loapue Activities in the Zlewentary Schools of Texas,"
{Unpublished Master's thesis of Woerth Texas Stats Teschers
Collspa, 1940), p. 7.

8 _ "

Abstrocts of Master's Theses, 1932-1944, The West
Texas State Teachers College, Bulletin No. 114, (Auvgust,
1944}, p. 72,




[

In 1943, ¥argarat Jones Frisby made an evalwe tlon
of the declamation contest as an educational procedurae.

Ho cther contost was tr@ﬁf%d in har th sis.g

Source of Data

The data for this =tudy havebesn gscuwred from a
variety of sources. Persorel interviews were leld with
811 the superintendents of Johnson Younty Conferance B
schools. In these interviews Information was seagraﬁ,
torevgh & questionnaire, as te ww the schools prepars
for the conteste, hew much time was spent in the pre-~
paratlcon, how many pupils participated s compared with
the total grede school enrplimant, and what the superw-
intendents believed to he desirable or uncesirable in
the koapue proprem.

Information concerning the League, its aim and its

plan, was secured from The Constitution ard Rules of

the Unlversity Interschclastic League, Bulletin No. 4727

(July 15, 1947); The Intersbholastlc Leasuer, Volume XXXI,

N

{Februvary, 1948); arnd from the Snlversity of Texms publie-

cetion by Charles Alibert Dupre, The Unlversity intors

scholastic Lengues A Zurvey of Its drganization and

Administration, *ulletin Yo, 5632, (Auvpust B2, 14936),

gﬁargavet Jones Frisby, "An Evaluation of the

Declsme tion Crntast as an Zducational Procsdure," (Un-
published ¥ester's thesis of the Worth Texas State Teachers
Collega, August, 1643L ps le
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Other source materigls used In t+l s study aret

C s 10
The Currleculws of Damoeratie iducatlions Integration,

Its ¥eaning and Applica timx;n Group Sduce tion for a

12 T . .
Denceracy; Blenentary <urpragblve ﬂmtl:‘a re, Texas State

Departsent of Tducatlom, Bulletin Wo, 451, {(1944); and

Course of Study Tor Yeors Ons through Three, Texas State

Dam rtmont of Bducation, Pulletin He., 391, (1638).

0 :
Charles C. Paters, The Currilculum of Temocratic
Bducation.

1 . '
Thome s L+ Hopkins, Integration, Ilts Heaning snd
Applicaticn. .

12, . . (
Williewm Heard Xilpatrick, Oroup Bducation for a

Demﬁcraczq




CIAPTER II

CRITHERIA FOR EVAIVATING TIR ATHMS AYD T8
ACTIVITIES OF THE UNIVERSITY IVTIR-

SCYOLASTIC LEACUE

Therae have bsen a gros it many ldeas advanced in recent
yeara concerning the aims and cbiectives of educrtion., 1t
ig not the purpose of this wribting to set forth these ideas,
Ratrer 1t ls an attompt to summarize the most prevalent and
the most valld of these philesophiles, so that 2 criteris fop
evaluating the University Interscholastic League aims and

activities nay be ohtained,

A Philosophy of Education
The essence of the new phllosophy of education can be

fourd in one sentence, "iWe learn to live by 1iving."l Thig
philnosophy embodles & far differaent 1dea than that contained
in the traditienal subjscte-matter-to-be-memeorized idea, but
even before the modern trends in education began to appesar,
even before this idea was formulated intc words this philosoe
phy was & workabls one. ¥e have always learned to live by
living; we have always lsarned to do by doling. Yet we do not
prineipally learn with refersnce to the future, but we

principally learn with reference to that which 1s immodiately

1€harl@s C» Peters, The Curriculum of Democratic
Zducation, p. S.

9
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2 W ps . X
at hand,” 3till tas experionce sl hand grestly affects expeprie
anecas to come. We prepars for & happy and elffeciive day
tomorrow by llving hanpily and eflesctively today.

"The process of education consists in the praciice of
doing, which makes future doings of the same type mors compe=
tent becauses effective vesponses have been pre-practliced for

3
trhem,"  This doing consiats of more than overt actions. It
includes vicarious experiences that one has when hs roeads or
watehes others do semething, It includes thinking, for
thinkting is merely trecing In Imagination the expscted
sequence of events that will come from the proposed line of

. 4

action,

o dolng can be an sctivity of the mind or the body, and
certainly any Iintelillgent action is of beth, And it is
intelligent doing to and through which the school should
attempt to gulde 1ts puplles - intelligent action today that
lecks forward teo better lliviag tomerrovw,

Franklin Boubittsayve thatg

The purpose of sduecatlion is to bring esch human
bslng te live, a8 noarly as practlesble, in everything
that he does in the way that is best fer him. The
method of education I1s for each Individual to carry

ot 811 hls activities &ll the time, as far mas possible,

in the way that 1s best for one of his moture, ags,

and situation. In the osducation of any person, the
covd 1ife Is both the objeetive and the process --

Willlam Heard Kllipatrick, Croup Hducetion for 8
/ s 6’?*

5?etars, op. clt., ps 14, Ibid,




il

to live rightly each day is the best possible
wey to learn how to llve rightly each succeeding
ﬁ&y;“s : '

To live rightly each day involves thirnking and "there
1s no higher obligation than to #o educate & child that inw

cereasingly, he can and will think for himself reliably and

ethically,”®

Hopkins spesks of intellipent vehavior as integration.
He says that: |

Integration 18 a shorthand word used to designate
intelligent behavior, Bach individual is born

inte & culturs composed of & great variety of
aspects -~ econcmic, aesthetie, physiecal, religious,
and the like-all of which are more or less complex
gnd inter~related. In developing to maturity and
vld age, hisg 1life 18 condlitioned by hiw grewth
needs and the aseumulated exporisnce of the culture
in meeting thess needs. This means that the
culture affects him and he in turn affects the
culture. Ur, in other words, he 1s constantly in
the process of interacting with his envirornment.

v+ + » Bince 1ifs ig an ongoling process, and since
gducation is concerned with the lmprovement of life
and living, 1t would seem that ecducation must be
concorned with improving the ongeling, interacting,
ad justing process., , . . From the educational '
viswpolnt then, integration must be the shorthand
word to describe the process invelved in this
intelliigent ongoling, interacting, adjusting behavior."’

SJohn Franklin Bobbltt, The Curriculum of Modsrn
Bducation, ps S - '

S¢11patrick, op. cit., p. 168.

vThomas L. Hopkins, Integration, Its Meaning and
Application, pp. 1-2.
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Effect of Modern Educational Philosophy
on Curriculum Construction

With the shift from emphasls on subjectematter teaching
to an emphazis on 1mpfﬁvement of 11fe and living, curri-
culum planning hag undergone drastic changes, These changes
have taken on & variety of forms.

The correlsted curriculum.--The correlated curriculum

is one which relates one subject to another in 1ts teaching
procedure and is only a step away from the traditional
anbjectﬂmattar'mathad.a

The broad-flelds curriculum,--The broad fislds cwri-

culum 1s‘mﬂde up of a few broad flelds rather than a large
number of small subjects, and affords greater pupil and
teacher control of the teaching and learning situations than
doss the correlated curriculum,g

The core curriculum.*nThe term core curriculum has baen

used to describe a verlety of curricula. In some cases it
has been used to describe a curriculum requiring certain
subjects of everyone but allowing some variability of content
and activities within the subjects to mest the varying needs
of individualagla

Sometimes 1t has boen used te deseribe the correletion or

integration of broad fields. This correlstion way be done in

arbiﬁ,, Da 201, glbid., pe 210.
10

Tbid,, p. 237.

A ————



three ways, Firzt, unlfication may be neds by relating the
brosad flelds tc certaln gemersal izations or understandinre
growing out of the content of all tha f‘i@‘w&ﬁ.

Second, uwnification may come by relzting the content of
the broad fields te somo ultim ts cosl, swh 2s the earciin&li
ob jactives of eduastion,

Third, 2 unification may comoe by relating gaech fiald
to po2ls erising out of the child'es present meds, ' th
immediante and future, With this last plan, teachers amnd
pupils v freedom In detemining thelr needs armd how they
shall be met within certain genersl mmmmms.ll

The schools in Houston, Texms furnish a good exémple
ef this last plan,. There, integration is delined in terms
of the child rat¥sm than in terms of subject matter, amd
the curriculum is considered to be a means toward the end
of alding the child in betoming better integrated with his
special environment '.lﬁ

The experiencs currlculum.~-Perhaps the experisnce

curriculus 18 one of the most Gesirable deviatiens from
the traditional subjset matter cupriculum. It i» a series
of purpsseful experisnces growing out of pupil intérests

and moving toward & mors adequate wnderstanding end

participation in the surrcundlng culture and group 3;11‘@.15
Y1via., p, 238, lﬂxhia.

131b1d,, p. 253
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It is & curriculum which lg¢ in harnony with the rhilesophy
that sducation ig concerned with the improvement of 1life
anc living, and has basic principles which are worthy of
m@mtien'h@re, The exparience curriculum is bullt on the
asgumption that (1) learning tekes place best when the child
himsell ig dealing intelligently wlth the situaticns he
meets in his anvifcnment, (2) that pupils end teachers should
cooperate under teacher guldande in the seleetlon, develop=
mant, and direction ¢f the experience, {I) that the truve
guide should bring Into the learning situetion an integrating
perscnality, & varled. end intelligent interaction Wiﬁh the
culture, an wwlerstanding of the process whersby children
become more intellipgent in thelr interactions with culture,
ard & capacity, desire and realizatlon cf contlnued growth,
(4) that ths direction imvalved In the learning vprocass ia
toward 2 more intellipent mdrtfcﬁmat on in the envircrment
in wiich the e¢hild is leocated, (5) that the experienee
curriculum usually beglins with & clarificailon of phllosophy,
(£6) thet the experience currieuium ig centered in theVinterw

active process and is directed boward maling that more intellie

s

zent for all individuals concerned, (7) that sirnce the curpriw

culum is plannsed for grewth develspment and Improvewent in the
1ife and 1iving of all Individuals concerned, the curriculum

mugt e ever changing,lé
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The experlence curiculum has not been put into
practice in its entirsty in any one gthool becsuse of
cortain limitations in school sitwations, bub there is
an wlinited nuwber of schools all over dmerica operating
offectively part of the time wlth ancther plan }’5 ‘

Hopkins believes tlat the experience curriculum
offers the greatest possibilities for meeting the intow
grating needs of pupils arnd t%alﬁars,\lg ard tle influence
of this philosophy of education can be zeen in recent
revisiong of courses of study all over the country, even
though the experiemse curriculum hes not been m‘mpﬁa&

In its entirety.
Oulding Principles of the Texas Cwriculum
Revislon Movement of 1938

The Texas Curriculusm Revieion Movemsnt of 1038 has
set forth six guilding principles for curriculum development
that are in harmony with the philosophy of the experlent e
am%rigulwm They are ag followst

1. 7The curriculum shall provide educative
experientes adopted to t he f undamental needs of
sach chlld of whatever race, type, or mental
aptitude,

2¢ The curriculum shall provide edwative
sxperiemces for effective participation In soeilal

life and which will gerve to perpstuate and improve
the ideals and practices of our demoeratic weloty,

Y3rv1d., p. 259,
l%biﬁﬁ; Pe 274
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Se  The currlculum ghgll bo conceived s a
body of dynamle experlences. ;

4, The curriculum shall be eoncelved as a
program of study and activity subjset to tescher
guldance,

5y The ecurriculium revisions program shall be
concelved ag an oxperimental propranm,

€, The curriculum shall not be subverted to
gpecial Iinteresis,t
™e slx gulding principles wmight be stated in six

tormas

le Individuvation

2. Sopecialization

ds  Dynamle teuching
4, Teachsr guldance
Ss  Brapasrimentatlon

6. Denmocretic construciion

Ag with any group of pulding principles, there is an
avident overlapping ln these Jjust stated. TFor instance,
democratic construction would necessarily involve individue
ation and soclalization.

The cowse of study that resulted from the Texas Cuprri-
¢ ulum Hovement in 1938 fusad sub ject mattsr into units of
work, large centers of intersst, or areas of expariance.
These units represent important aspects of 1i.a and usa asg
needed the subject matter usually classified as history,
ceography, civies, and other studles.. .

Jertaln skills such asg reading, writing, and mathe-

matics are conzidersd neceseary tools of work and torether

with music, art, health, homewaiing, and dramatics are ko

l?ﬁﬁursa of 3tudy Lor Years One Through Thres, Texas
State Department ol AAucALion, BULIGLIN Nos 801, 11088),
ps 11,
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provide puplls with & meaus of giviﬁg axprassion te the
aaéi&l inslghts and’ap;raciatinna acquiraﬁ.lﬁ

The cowrse of study for grates one Lthrough three does
not perseribe in detail the method te be followed or the
material to be covered., Suggestions and waterisls ars prow
vided whieh should nelp the tescher, but the tescher is
allowed Lo go ocutslide the 1list when she is able to provide
morae sultable experiences for her puplls, The sample units
arg provided for illiustrative purposes, and are not moand
te be standards, or to be used in any definite order. The
program is flexible snd suggestive, and is provided ss an
ald to Texas teachsers in mesting the needs of thelr pariicular
situations. In the unifled program there isg to be 2 merging
of subjeets and the child's school day 1s not to bhe broken

inteo disdntegrated garts.lg

Revislon of Texas Course of Study
in 1944
Ag steted in ths gulding principlss for curriculum
pisuning, the course of siudy published In 1838 was experie

mented, and in 1944 ancther bulletin was published by ths

3

Texas State Department of iducation under the direction of
Bdgar Ellen Wilson, Director of Hlementery Zdueatlon, which

18 an Dlementary Dducotlon Supgestive Oullinae, Thisg iseue

ig a revised editlion of the bentative outline previously

18 , 2 4 .
1 Inidey, pe 16, 1 Ibid,, pp. 12-13,
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published, and contains In the gingle bulletin an outline
of the courses of study Tor all the elementery schools

Its cevrses of study are orpganized on ths same gensral plen
as the couvrszes outlinsd in the 1938 editlon., It 1s a five=
cors area pian with relsted subjects under each area, and
the flve core areas aro relsted, It le suppested that in
the development of & unit, subjects listed urnder esch cors

arca nay be used,

In sxplaining the filve core area the bulletin states

"The pereral curriculum pattern for Texas
amvhusizes the five most ilmportant filelds of
eﬁﬁaatimval fp@artunﬂty, It is truly dynamic
and life-ecenterad. The Tive gccre asrea includes
the most signafdrant zapects of modern elivilization
and bold the most in prespect for the growing
In@lvidval, The fleld of Janguare Arts marks the
step that differentiates human 1ife from all other
amﬁm&l kind and provides the basic medium for all

human understanding and cultural progress, The
f%@ld of Scelal Rwletlions, just now coming into
1ts own as & fisld of study, marks the bounds of
epoperative endeaver and opens the road te raticnal
eontrol of community 1ife or scelal sndsaver,
Ssceurlity and suececsss Iin the Fome and Vecation are
ssgential te individual welfare ard to gucial
gtablillity The fisld of Creative and Rescrsative
Arts mﬁrk the seme of individual develcepment in
wh:ich health, chlaracter, indlviduality, and self-
exp“eﬁﬁian not only make the most of wan but aliso
contribute the mosl to soclety. The ecommand and
appreclation of Naturs, Mathematics, and Zciencs
with the accompanyiry Iresdom fromwant, fear,
guperstitition, rih‘aqa, and lignorance unfatb

the human mind and clve man both m&stary of and
rwgpacg,fmr the phyelcsl environment In whilceh he
"‘i:r&-vﬁs‘éh

Bougabtion Suggestlve gutline, Texas States
zaapwmmn v wucatﬁm, Bullstin No. 451, (1944), pp, 27-28,
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An examination of the foregeing eplarations of the
core ared reveals that the guiding prineliples were basleally
the same 88 those used in the 1938 temtitive eourse of study.

The purpese of the forepoing summary of sdueational
philosophy, the purpose of the sta tement of the gulding
principles for curéieulm development and the discussion of
ths tentative courses ofa@zﬁg of 1938 for the Texas schools
and the revised edition for 1944 has besn that  ceriteria
may be found for evwmluvating the aims and activities of the
ﬁntersc‘hﬂlmtie League as they are carried on at the present
time in the schools of Johnson County.

Criteria for Evaluating the Aims of the
University Interscholastic Les gue

Since the guiding principles of the Texas Curriculum
Revision Movement are in harmony with the philesephy of
educationjas set forth by authorities in the [ield of
education; since the State Curriculum Executive Committee was
made up of competent educators 1n the state of Texaa,gl and
since the committes employed the services of teschers over
the state to amsist in the preparaticn of this course of

atudy, it is corm luded that the gulding princinles for

®lome Texas State Curriculum Executive Committee of
1938 was composed of W. A. Stigler, Director, and Chalrman,
J. Ce. Hatthews, North Texas State Teacheps College, R. Y.
Br'iﬂt@r, President of TaS-T.A” He Da Fillﬁrs, EtSQTO&Q
cwriculus Commission, ard Fred C. Ayers, General Constultant.
Course of Study for Yesrs Ons thra};ﬁgg_ Thres, Texas State
Depar tment of Sducation, Bulletin Bo. 691, (1938), p. 1.
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curriculum revisicn will make & sound eriteria for evaluating
the aims and activities of the Interscholastic Leagus.

Since the League is a pwrt of the echool program it
should be gilded by the same prineiples, its activities
should contribute to tie same end product, that the
school aims to reach,

8o, restatlng the prineliples used in formulating the
present courses of study for the State of Texas, the League
ajms can be evsluated by answering the followlng questions

1. Does the “oagus elm to provide _aducati.va exXpeYrie
ences that are adapted te the fundamerxtai ngeds of the child?

This eriteriocn will necessarily overlap with other -
eriteria to follow but a generallized criterion of fuﬁda—
mental needs, for the sake of clarity, rogquires some ex~
planation hare.

1lpatrick says that the Inelusive aim of edwation can~-
not be split up Inte 2 number of separate items with ech
one te be sought by itself, because the child 1s one and he
is lsarning all the ways he 1s rescting, tut that as we con-
gider the futire lives of our puplls we can, at least
roughly, recognize scme lsarningsthat are more Impertent
than athars.gz Kilpatriecks's lists of these more important
learning s are given heres

{a} The emotional attitudes that make wp the welle

adjusted personality: the senss of inrer security, an

22
Kilpatrick, op. c¢lt., pp. 102-103.



a#gapmbm resognition among one's fellows, the abl lit;y
and disposition to facs reality without svasion, absence
of hurtful Iinferiority complexes am the 1llke. (Kilpatriek
says that no otler laarmine pot at tﬁﬂ vzpanse of these
can bo justified,) |

(b) Physical ealth,

(¢} AbLlity to gobt on well with obhew people, to
be able and disposed to troat pther courteously and Juetly,
to be able to share in discussien and come o econdl nsims,
to be able and dlsposed to cooperate effeotively 4in zction,

(a4} Apprseiation and understarding of eurrent s anial
life in crder to be able to take effective part in oper=
ating & damggsmtm socletys

(o) Iiﬁ gmtém},t the diapos imor;. ard abllity to aect
on th.\,nkingﬁ |

Ellpatrick uats of lesser importance wocational .
praeparation amd such losmrnd ngs as .eustamarily make up the
secondary school cuwiwlmm%

Consid ering all these 1tems as f‘un&mmtsai needs of
the ¢h11d there is a defintte ovarlapping of this cfita!*im
with others to follow, |

2+ Does the Loesgus aim to provide edwe at! ve experis
ences for effective partic ipation in sociaml 1ife? \

(This eriterion iz & subdivision of the gecond prin-

: cigﬂ.a gilven in the Guidt ng Principles for ﬂurvimulm

23 o
3:1:1&., PDs 100w 104,
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Developmen t from wf:;ic%i thes e ¢riteriaare taken, Ths sther
part of the principle 1z given 1in eiteripa number 3,)

s Does the League aim to perpetuate ard improve
the 1deals anl practices of our democratic society?

4y Does the Lesgue aim to provids dynamic experis
ane as?

5s Does the League aim to provide & program that 3.é
subJject to teacher guidame? |

Ge Does the Leapue aim for its program to be subject
to clange to moet the growing anc clanging needs and
interests of the school children?

‘(Thia is & restatement of the principle of axparie
mentation.)

7+ Does the League aim for iis ppa@mm to be so cone
structed as to give opportunity for o wide rangs of experie
ences to e majority of the school puplls?

{This 13 & restatament of ‘tmmimipla which stabes
that the curriculus should rct be subverted to speeisl
interests.)

Criteria for Evaluating the Activities of
the University Interscholastic Ieague

The eriterls for evaluating the sctivities of the
League will be similar tothe criteria for evaluating the
aimg, so if the aims wowe to be‘ desirable and the sctivitiss

do not prove to be m, then the dAifficulty may be found in



gither the plan for ohinind ng e ob jeabivee st wore
a8% up or in the wBy o ee plarg bmve besn surelad pube

In the eriteis for ﬁ%?&.m%ﬁm@ e aotivitiss %M Liv
‘ mww* oriterion nusier § has been #ddud, booawme mﬁ?‘
exisbiog eriticiens of tig mmggws The obisr Lbens ave
W s se Wicne for wwlm%iag@g e aluw expept that
thoy apply bo She sell vm’imw

de Do the Letpue m*fzsw‘i tles provide sduwetive
expoviences thel are adepted Lo the fundomertel nosds of
tie ohdidy

8¢ Do tiw bougue otivitles provide sthwative BADEPL -
onves Lor effeotive pertlcipstion in sogial 1ifeg |

s e the L gue activitiss lmprove and mmwmw
the idesls and g:;mmmw ol our dencors bl seolotyy

#s Do Ghe League motlvidies spovide Senousie
expariongesy \

e Do o Lesgue seblvities mrovlide sxperiences bint
are aubiect to Sescher guldente?

Gs Arg bl ?mﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ aetivitios =:d wet to clanpe o
gl ng and ohengl ng oeeds and Interest of e
gohool ¢kllcrony

meeh the

s DO the Lesgue ekl vitiee movide 8 wide rangs
ol expsplestes por Lhe majlee ity of tis sohvel pupllot
. G Do tho Lekgus sotivitie 8y wg contusabed, plsse
toe wush sbress on wianing She mnterd rether than on
playing the game well,
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Chapter 11T will be devoted to a description of
the beague ard an evalwtion of 1ts aims, while Chapter
IV will discuss and evelwate the activitiss of the bozgue
in Jeknson County as repaét@d in interviews with superw

intendents of that county and in quastionnalires taken to
th&mg



CHAFT BR I1T

A DESCRIPTION OF THE UNIVERSITY TNTERSCHOLASTIC
LEAGUR AND AN EVALTATION OF I'S ATNS

The Orgenization of ths League

The University Interscholastic League is organized
under the auspices of the Bureau 0f Public School Service,
Division of Extension, TUnlverslty of Tamsgl It sponsors
amaﬁg t.’ma_publm schools nf Texas inter-school competiltions
in various fields of 1iterary and athletlc éndoavors

‘ .'F’w’ contest purposes, tis state of Texas ls awmm

inte regiong, the reglons are divided Inte districts, and
the districts are made up' of membor=achools of the League
which axe lccated conve nmnﬂy to eaeh othe vy

The contest provided for the slementary scloeol are
held in the district meets and winners do not progrezs to
regional or state m&eta,ﬁ g0 gn understanding of the district
organization will be sufflecisnt for this study.

Although the rules for &1l the League conbeats are
get forth by the State uxeeutive Committee of the L@agua,

lﬁmmtitmmn and Hulsa of the Pniversit ﬁ# Intope
scholastig Teaguse, The University ©f TexaAs, Cullstin Wo.
Uiy 105, 1947), Ds Be

%bm,, D 14,
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the organization and administration of the districts is
dolsgated to a dlstrict executive dommittes which is made
‘c;p of representatives from menber-schools in the district,
This commlt tee works in cooperation with the State office,
yet 1t makes decisions in such contest rulings as are liated
88 optional in the Constitution snd Rules, and takes care
of 1ts cwn mest by providing a time and a place for helding
the meat, by securing directors and Judgee for the contests,
DY corresponding with the member-schools concerning the
arrangenernt s made, and by seelng tmt the moset is conducted
in an orderly manner. |

Agide from repressrtation on the district execut itm
cormittees, merbor-schools have the oppertunity of ine
vivencing the policy of the State Execut 1ve Cormittee
through the State Advisory Couneil of the Lesgue. This
courcil is composed of members selected by the membere
schools to represent tlem tr)'n the council and has ths duty
of stufylng proposed lagislation ard recommendations for
e}:avngas in the League m ogram and of mek ing recommendations
to the State Executive Committee for legislation it cone
siders vital to the best interests of the Isviaague.% The
council cannot chamge thepoliecy of the League; it only

recommerd s charges, and firmmlauthority 18 left with the

3 4
Ibi‘i., Ps 11, Ibid,

Nemp————



State Executive Committee which is appointed through tle
University of Texas.®

The Leapgue has made changes from tlme to time and
contests Imve besn added in béth the literary and athletic
divisions so thaet the opportunity for participaticn is mue}fi
greater than it was in 1913 when the Leages was first
organized, | |

For the elsmentary school 1n the dlstrict meats the
- League now sponsors seven 1itérary contsst ‘W’?‘zichi }"*m'e
eleven divisions, #nd four athletic camtests which have
fuurteer; ﬁivisinns: Twanty~one of these twenty~five events
are ﬂesigmd‘far puplls of the junior age grouia,’ age ten
through fourteen, Contests designed for the sub-junior age
group are declamation and s tory-telling. For the junidr age
group there ere declamatlon, ready writers, spelling and
plain writing, number sense, mhwal singing, music appreclation,
tennis, volleyball, track andvfiem, and playground base-
bali, A1l the contasts a-e open to both boys and girls
except trackand field, which is open only to bogs.

The contests are of‘t}éree gensaral classificati m;’ |
(1) conte sts entered on imdividual basls, a&s puplil agairst
pupil, (2) contesta entered in teams of two, and (3)
contests whers groups larger than two are entered,

The declamation, gtorymtéf’lling,%raady writers, and

51p1d., pe 10.
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tennis singles eontests are entered on the Individual tamels,
Tha‘nﬁmber'aenae, apﬁlliﬁg &mé plain writing, and tennis
ﬂﬂubleﬁ are entered In tesms of two, All the other cone
tests except music appreciation require more than twe con=
testants on & team, Participation in the music appreciation
coniest is based on the enrollment in the grades for which
the contest l1s dqéignad.s

Though only a eertaiﬁ'numbar may be taken te the
district meats to compete in most of these contests, all
pupils paasing'ﬁhraa~faurths of thair sechool work are
eligible for particlpation in the inltial school try»ou%a.?

For a more complete understending of the organization
of the dlstrict meets and of the rules governing them, the
reader 1s refsréad.te the cwrent publication of the

Constitution and Rules of the University Interscholastic

E@ague.

Thelﬁims of the League
The League sets forth as 1ts maln objective the
fostering "among the public schools of Tewas Inter-school
competitions as an aid in the prepsration for eitizanship.”g
in this statement the aim arnd the mathed are glven. The
aim 1s preparation for ecltizenship and the method 1s inter-
sechoel competitions in various fields of literary and

athletic endeavor.

& o 7

Ibid., p. 93, Ibid., p. 18.
Nl 2228

ibid., p» 9.
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Ro general obgective 1s given for the literary evants
85 such, but In tho description of esach contest in the
fonstitution and Rules an ohjective iz sometinrss stated op
implied, &ard specifiec objectives are sometimes found in
the Lesguer in connaction with articles concerning the
Gifferent activities., The objlectives that could be located
will be given below and where no cbjective was stated or
implied for & contest it will be ssasumed that the ob jective
for that contest is synonomous with the gensral objective
of aiding the schoels in thelr prepsration for citlizenship,
Needless to say, all the contest are designed to meet the
ganersl objective as well as any specific objective that
may have been set up. '
The stated puppose of the declamation qbntast-is
to incite competitive effort in msstering
the thought of worthwhile sslecticons and sequiring
the art of conveying that thought effectively to an
audlence. » .+ » the Leagus contest nay be used to
motivate tralining In this Important art, to improve
stardarda, to furnish helpnful comparisons &g betwesn
schoole, and to stimulate intensive ﬁffgrt on the
part of the puplls who choose te enter,
The atﬁryutalling contsst is judged on spentaniety,
origirelity, and raturalness of dellvery, and the Leaguer

states that thia%&bntest ghiould pive valuable training in

10
publiec apeaking.

G v

10t gtory-telling Cont at 0ffers Opportunity for
Begimers" Inlerschelastie Loaguer XNXI (Pebruary, 1948),1.
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Compositions written in the ready writers! contest
are julged on excellence in interest, orgenisation, and
corractneas of styla,ll spthese skills could be congidered
as gpecific alinms,

Acedemic skill in spslling and plafin writing is th
evident objectiwe of the spelling and plain writing cont est.

Speed and sccurtcy in arithmetical computation withe
out the ald of paper and pendil 1g the skill to bs palned
from tho number sonse cmnt%stglﬁ

The aim of the choral singing contest is reflected
in the code that 12 set up for the Reglonal Competitione
Festival which is the muslc compebition for hish school
gr@ugﬁ; This code 18 as follows:

| Participation in the League Cempetition-Festival
implies that each mesber school shall observe all

~the implicatiens of fair playy courtesy and sporise

manship. Achieving the ultimete in excellence of a

verformance shall be the goal instend of "winning,®

The competition is designed to motivete music edication

throwghout theyear rather then to "prepsre for a

contest.” Directors shell use the Gompetitlione

Festivel to encourage and teach muelce sppreciabion,

tathinical ability, stage deportment, cudience dee-

portment and good cltizenship in gemeral, Lfompetition-

Pestival ghould aassume ard maintaln & repular position

as an agency for sduwation and character building in

the g&mai%l eduwaticnal philesophy of the Publle

Schools,~"

The muslec appreciet lon contest is designed for schools

: llﬁﬂn&fitaﬁi&m ard Rules of the “mivaﬁ%i~. Irk orm
scholastic Laague, The university of Texas, bullebin Ho.




that do not have a regul&f muslec teacher, but the League
belleves itﬁgbulﬁ be genducted te advantage in any school.
Ceptalin 1nstémctiwma are Included in ths Constitution and
Rniés for the use of the nontsst whieh reflect its purpose,
These instructions fellow:

The material i3 zelscted to provide a full
yesr's instruction In muelc appreciaticn. The teachers
who will have chargs of thls Instruction should secure
all the material at the beginning of the schivol term
and teach 1t a&s & regular part of the school ecurrice
ulum to every child in the grades for which 1t is
intended. Immediatsly nreceding the dates for the
District ¥oet, the teacher should econducd & review of
a1l the material, then have an elimimstion contest
to provide coxtestants who will participate in the
meosts In this way all the students will bs able to
take advantage cf the opportunities which are inherént
in this type ef activity. The teacher should nct
walt until a fow weeks preceding the contest, securs
her matsrial and then concentrate on tralning o smell
tesm for the competition. ¥ost of the value of this
activity will be lost if this procedure 1s followsd, 4

The Laesague gﬁv&s the following as the purpose for its
athletic program.

1. To asslst, advise and aid the public schools in
orgenizing and corducting inter-school athletie
contests, &

2« To devisze and prepare eligibllity ramles that will
equallze and stimmlate wholesome comnatition
between schools of similar rank and reinfeofce
8 curricular programe

e To egqualize and regulate competition so that the
puplls, schools ard communities may sscure the
greatest soclsl, edwational, and recreationa}
roturns from the contests. '

4. To help the schools make athletics an integral
part of the education progrem.

5. To preserve the game for the contestant and nct

’ sacrifice the contsstant to the game,

141514., pp. 82-83.



. 6. To promote the spivit of sportsmanship and faip
o play in a1 eontesta, BEETC e
7+ To nrowmote swmong the players, schopls and com
- munitles a spirit of frisndly givalry and & respect
for the rules of tho contast,id. e

-1'<_,',!erc:@rmng the at:ﬁiatift:- prozram the ﬁaagzue' fgirtha‘:‘i:f-
: j',,vgw’c:ataa that 1t I8 vitally interested In the welfars nff avery
1 z;‘::aﬁ‘tﬁ.cipﬁn‘t In tie athletic contests, and urges tmt e-vcwy'
'eﬁmmat‘am,» for m oWn m teotion, be given & thorourh
examina tiﬂ?ﬂ.h:‘f hnis family phvsiolan before participation
1
in the athletic pawmes,
in addition to the above purpesse, soms of the sthletic
games AVe codes which are set up for participants which
stress good sportsmanship and fair play,. The basebsll code
18 the only one of these which applies specificslly to a
grade school contest, and 1t 18 such & complets and gensral
statement of good sportesmanship trat it could be applied to
#lmost any athletic game the Lesage sponscrs, Resause of
"thia faet and bvecauss ithe baseball code seems to deline
very adequately the Leazue! éﬁﬁi’lﬁ&’pﬁﬂn of gpod citizenship
through games, the baseball code is cited here.
The bageball code means to play the zame in
the spirlt of fairness and clean sportsmanship; to
observe 81l rules amd not atbespt to take unfair
adventage of tlw other team. It means to accept
declslons of officials without protest; to trasast
your opponents as your guests, and to put eleen play
and renl sporismanship above victeries. It mesns the

ability teo win withoul bossting end to lose without
grodge.  Vietory 1s no great matter, The {mportant

151}31‘1;, Pa 8’7. 161?33.{1*, E?
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thing 1s the manly striving to oxcel and the good

foolling 1t fouters b olween thpge who play feir and

have no excuse when they lose,t | |

Though the Lieague has sot out to aid the schools in
pramotmg o mc’i.‘ citizanship ,» cevtain dangers sre inherent in
1ts mothod wrleh should be rmentioned hers, A great doal of
si111 1s required in the wise use of granting honors &nd
swards for desirsble activities., Willlem Heasrd Kilpatrick
has made & concise sumery of the plece of lonors and awards

in elwracter bullding In his book Group Bducation for A

Demoeracy In which he says:

1. In the degres that our ypung peonle aseak
any reward pursly for the sake ol peward and think
only of it and practice only seifieh satisfections,
in that degree does the sysitem of offering rewapds
bulld not moral charaster but selfishness, To use
rawards and honors must Le cp unted @s immoral unless
in fact the original satisfaction of the external
reward gradually glves way to an inner satisfaction
In the activi ty itsell or in the helipful effects of
the aetlivity on others., To use vewards and honors
in and of tiwmselves connot e defended as & means
of buildling desirable cln racters,

Ge If tle atbention of the Young people is rot
on tis reward ltself, but on the approvel of othaers
won by tie reward, we imve probably teken a step
upward in thescale of morals., Bub even hare there
1s & qusstion. TII tha epprovsis received is merely
gself-conte red we lsve propressed but 1ittle, if any,
atove plain selfishre s,

- Js If the reWards end honors are used like
geaffolding in house bullding, a5 temporary devices
to get depirable acticn started so thet we mazy later
remove the sceflfeldling and leave the house standing
in its own strength, then wo may say the resulbs are
goods. But tis test ds thiz: Can the scallfolding be
removed? Fill the building stand alone? Ars we in
fact bullding positive interest tha €t no longer demand
or wish rowards or Loaorg,

Y1v1d., p. 109,



4. There are cortain indidental effects of
rewardd that can be positively rpode The definite
guggestions of desirable activities may be of preat
aggistan®, A mera tvﬁvl of these will often sufl Lce
te bring tﬁh@reﬁt gatisthction and so 8dd an sbiding
interest of 1ifs. The pos sibi 1 1ity of thus increasing
the 1ntaraat of our young people iz most commendable,
Accompanying tisaoe 1s the matter of standards, The
definite directions for juiging what is done may be
of great value Iin building us@ful gtandards of ¢ xcal=
lonce, Increasaed tntorest and higher atandapds are
most desirebls foaturss in avery chamncher,tt
The League reitorates again and again throughsut its

Constitution and Rules tht i1t does not plan for tho awards
and honors to Le put foramest, that schocls should stross
good sportsmanghip and skills te Le gained from competitive
indeavor, Honors md awards are useful only when thay are
used to ralse the standard of excellance, enlarrs the
interasts of the pupils, and lead the pupils to interests
which Iave Inherent satisfactions indevendent of exbternal

Incentives,

Bvalmtion of the 4lms
From this desgription of League aims an evaluation can
be made of tlem with the criteria set up In Chapter IT.
1. Doss the Leagus 2im to provide edwative experisnces
tlet are adapted bto the fundanental needs of the chila?
Filpatrick's 1ist of baglie needs-~aemptional stability;
phyeiecal health, soclal competency, soclal understanding

and tihe likee--may De considered as requlsites of good

18 “Willlam Heapd Kilwatrick, Group Eﬁmnatinn.far a
Demoecrocy, pp» 138-135.
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citizansghip, &and since the Leerus 1a designed to ald the
schonls in nreparing studernts fov o tjmma‘ﬁ.m, the answey

would he var bto thls guestion. Tt must De romexborad that

»)«H

the Lanme 1o met dasliponed to supdementthe v «mlar eurric-
ulim In supplying the se edirative exporiences, bhut tm ENPP-
lgmant 1t in such 8 way thet the child w11l have more of
the wholssome adwative experiences than he would mve rad
without the Loagwe progrem

2¢ Does tha lamgu@ gim to provide sdwcative sxpariences
for sffective »articipation in scelal 1ifs?

Citizenskln 13 essantially & see izl institution, and
this is especially true of any demceratic apréangement, s8¢
the clitizensblp aim would £it thie eriterion, too. Srecific
plans for sceial pertlcipatis wmay also be seen in the League'ly
arrvangemgnt for yroup activitiss where crildren work and
play together under svuck cméﬁ@‘s azg the bagetsll code where
fairness and good agzertsm&néhip are foranosb,

That effective sgelal parbticipatie g soucht 18 seen
In the athlatlc purpese of egualizing gnd repulating the
conteat in crder tlmt i{he gm:atﬁ st social, educntional, and
recroatlional roturne may be gecured,

Z« Tmoz the Lesgue &im to perpstuats and impreve the

ideals and practicen of cur democratic sceiety?

Constitution and Rules of ths University T
e 200 2 slty Intoape
mmvmstic T.ca ue, Th6 Univuﬁa'ﬁ'v of Texos, Dulletin Kos




36

Since 1%t is the demoeratic wmy upon which citizenship
1denls in Americe ars based, this eriterion becomes the
first alm of i,m Eaagw'. The perpetuation and improvement
of tie ideals an& mractices of our democratic socliety can
be commamd 88 Synonomous wih cit¥zenship preparation.

4, TIoes the I&eagm' alm to provide dynamic experiercesn?

Dynamie may be defined as forcefiul, petmt, or intensive.
In the case of pupll experiernces, any wholesome activity in
wh itzh the child enters voluntarily and with enthusissn
could be considered as dynamic, It would necessarily be
dynsmiec to merit such interest.

The Lesgue does not set forth any specific alm to
this effeet, but 1t dees imply this &im when 1t says that
one purpose of the athletic contests iz to equalize and
repulate the athletls contests so that the children and
comunity may secure the greatest social, educational,
and recreationsl returns from the contwta.‘.% Any great
soc1al, educationsl, arxd recreatiomel returns would be
dynamic experiences,

5. Does the lemgue provide a program that ls subjeft
to teecher guldamnce?

in every contest of fered there i1s a definite need for
teacher guidance, and in many cases the League glves definite
tnstructlons for btescher puldance. An exmmple of thia

instrietion was seen in thediscusalon of the aim of the

20rp1a,
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musie appreciation contesty Other examples may be found
by exemining the contest Inabtme tlons found in the Consti-
tution and Rules for the League. | |

6+ Does the League aim for ite program to be gubject
to change to meet the pgrowing end changlng needs and
intarests of the school children?

The League Img made aprovis i/ﬁl”i where by membep-schools
may influence the polisy of the be:gue through a State
Lesislative Advisory Council whieh they elect to etudy and
recommend proposed clenges teo the State Lxescubive LComw 1twmm
Final auvthor®y for change rests with the State Executive
Committes, but changes have besn mads from time to ﬁime
in the history of the League which ars proof that an effort
has bsen made to meet the growlng and changing needs and
interesta of the childrens

7+ Does the League alm lor 1is program to be s
constructed as b glve opportunity for a mide range of
gxperiemas to a majority of the school pupllst

The Leugue includes in it s organizatim some activity
for pupils in svery alementary grade,s Only two of the
eleven contests are designed for puplls of sub~junior age,
but these tw contests mw unlimited opportunity for
perticipation witiin the schosols, Ten different contests

with twenty~two separate events are provided for the upper

“roide, ps ila
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slementary pupils, ond partiecipation 1s barred only to .
pupils who do not pass three~Ifvurths of the #en@al work
t?aeﬁr 8re takimg.ﬁg This rostrictlon bars only & alaority
of the puplls, so the Lenzue, through 1ts organization has
avidenced an alnm te provids 8 wids range of experiences
which will of fer opportunity for participation to a ma jority
of the students, but much more provision has been made for
the junlor age group than for the gsubejunlor age group.

Sumarizing the evaluation of the aims of tle Zﬁwagm ’
1t can be clearly seen that the objectives sot out z-;y the
League are 4n hermony with the objectives of education.
The League s set oub, through 1ts pian for Interschool
contests, to meet meny of the fundamental reeds of the child,
to give him ppportunities for effective participation in
gecial 1life, to improve ard pesrpetuate the 1deals amd
practices of our ﬁamc«r:atic@bc&a Yy, Yo provide interesting
and dyizmtz sxperienceos for the chlildren that are asubject
to teacher guldarce, to miéke clanges in the Lezgue progrem
from timo to time to meel the changing reeds of the puplils,
and to glve opportunity to & majority of ths pupils for
perticipation in & variety of activities.

Tf the Le sgue actlvities do net mebt the aims that have
been set up, thon the difficulty may be fourd in the use the
schools he ve made of the Laague plans in their effort to

roach the se cbjectives, ’

2z .
Ibid., p.18,



 CHAPTER IV

EVALUATION OF TEEACTIVITIEG OF THR
LYEACUE IX MMWFRRUNSE B RLIFAVTARY
BOHGULE OF JOPNSOR WINTY
FOR 1947 - 1048

In Chepter III an evalwation of the League alme wag
made and it was found that the League aims are in hamony
with the educational objectives thmt ¥ave been get up for
ths pﬁﬁ}is schoole of Texas, This chapter will be devpted
to a\diécussinn of the methrd used to rsach the objlectives
and to an evaluation of the activities as they were carried
on in the Conference B elementary schools of Jolmsen
County during 1947-1948,

 In conducting this study & conferonce was held with
gach superintendent of the Johnson County Confersnce B
schools, In these confersces informetion was secured as to
how each school made preparation for the Leagus contests,
how much tlme was civen to contest preparation, how mesny
elementary schoel pupils todk part in each of tis League
contests as compared to the totel grade-school enroliment,
and what these superintendents believed to be desirable or
undesirable in the League program and #hys. The information

secured is presented in the discussion and in the tablas

o9
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and 1llustration, and frox this information an evaluation
of ths activities of the League in Johnson Gounty Conference
B slementary school 1z made.

There are nine Jolnson County schools In the Conference
B division of the League., Those aye located in Region III,
Digtrict 32, and no school from any cther county is in
this district, The schools listed for participation in
1948 were Alvarado, CLeDWIIT®. rynsew High School, Jushua;
Keene, Rlo Vista, and Venus., All these schools parbici
pated In some ol the League contests sxeept Grandview,

The superintendent from that school stated that he came
to th&‘ﬁchaml in ¥arch and found that no preparation had
beon made for the League, no sntries had been sent to the
Director CGenerdl of the Districelt, and 1t was then too
late for his school to talle any part, but that he plans
for hls school to take part in the League activitles in
the futurs,

Fer reference purposes in this study the partici~
pating schools have been numbered from 1 through 8,
according fo thelr grade schoel enrollment, School 1
having the largest enrollment and School § having the
smallest., CGrandview will be ealled School 9, sinece it
did not enter any of the contests and could not be used
in any comperative study. Instead of referring te the

schools by names, reference will be made by aimbers
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throwhout this writing, as School 1, School E; et
catora,

1t should be noted that School 1 had an enrollment
of 600 pupils in its elamentary schonl, which should
put this school in & Class & dlvision o the Leagus,
but no division of this ¥ind was yrovided in Johnson
Cownty or in any location wherse narticipation would be
convenient, So this school participasted with the éﬂﬂ*
feranéa B schools by invitetion, after efforts to get
in @ Class A Givision had failed.

Analysis of Participation

Table 1 shows the method of allowing time for
centest preperation, the amount of time spent on this
preparabion, the number of contests entered, ant the
total ameunt and per cent of particlipation within the
different schools, The tlms fligure given in weoks is
& genepral sstimate glven by the superintendent of the
average amound of time used and is not intended to
give the specific amount of time used Ly each teacher
for her own contest assignment. The neture of the
contest and the nseds of the puplils would cause the
amount of time used to vary, even within 2 given school.

In the guestlonnadrs three methods of allowing
tims for centest praparation wore listed and gpace was

‘praviﬁad for another to be a&da@ if none of %these thres



nethod were used., In the table the methods are called
Hathods A, B, and .

In Metﬁﬁd.ﬁ, guparintendents alloted comtasts to
teac srg during the voarp and everyons began preparation at

& é&rt&in,timag uging 8 per‘od or sec 8 day for contest
traininge. |

In ¥ethod B, each tssclier took care of the contest
preparation for her own class or grade and began prap-
aration when she felt it was NLSCOASAYY.

In Hethed c; preparation was beagun early iIn the yeanr
by alloting contests to verlous teachers and having them ine
corporataieantast preparation Into thelr reguler school work,

An examinatlion of Table 1 shows that & great dosl of
~veriation was found in the method of preparing for the con-
tests, in the amcunt of time spent on the contest preparation
in the numbor of puplls taking part, and in the number of
contasts enterad.

Three schools reported that they used Method A, three
used ¥stliod B, ene used Hothod €, and one used & combination
of ¥ethods € ard As The total numbers of contestants in
the initial school try-outs varled from twenty-elpght puplils
in School 6 to 767 pupils in School 2, and the amount of
fime used in preparing for the contests varied from three
weeks to twenty woska., The nurbor of svents entered varied

from siz in School 6 to twenty-elghl in School 2.



TABLE 1

WRTHOD F ALLOWI NG TIEE

THES AMOUNT COF T1%

AMCUKTS A‘Eﬂ PERCT

IK TEZ LEBAGUE C

ﬂ?ﬁﬁTY m'i‘?FEH CE B EL%%ENT%RY
 SCHOOLS TOR 19471048

"f}q CONTEST PREPARATION,
LOAED, AED TER {"“ L

LTEST TOU T o

. Humber | Number of Number of
8 of Con~ | Pupils in & |{Puils Zent
_ tonts Try-out s . to District
g E |Bntered w Heat
age 5 g 4
w3l |5 |88 5
¥ 4 43l W m wn ] £ o U
se| 12 |«f%|E] | 1% SR
SalelEaladele] 1212 NERAE
Mo] ol Ao ér ol Bl E E1E A 218
<flal-do l=alald & 15 - ¢l a
wal 2| BB il | 0 le A
o B 2 W - o o a :
solale lu8l8i2| | 5|5 £ B3
el olmo |0l &l |~ ] ® A -
A B =] E s A2 !Z" Wity L] o4 I3 o o ‘{3
58| 8|88 Snlg|8 a5 |81k 5|82
= o3 1 B SIS Rk Ll L £ & e i?: &
A 2 | 347 & 14 14 ES B47 ﬁgﬁ 1787 221, 59 {72 {131
{2 | 228 | 8 ha no los| 96 92 hea| 82,5 | 47 | 69 {116
B 175 4111516 2126] 281 16, 2122 24
B 8 215 4 13110123 (129 | 99 {228 106, 45§ 62 | 107
7 139 6l 510hs5] 80112192138, 71 58 66
8 47 6 nN2ilziz4| 64 691133 2‘8\%49 25| 37 60
c i1 600 120 8l13(21] 601408468 78, 11§ 65§ 76
| ol ,
I 51 gos | 3h3l10({251135(146]|281] 95.3 | 40 57 o
; L

anee woeks were veed i athletics; otler o utests

ware correlated with repuisr class 1nstz*uet sy and no
estims te was given.
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Although the extremes In participation figwes show a
gromt deal of varlation, the total report shows & ms jority
agreement Iin tle lnterest taken in the League activities.
Six of the eight schools who participsted took part in more
than 20 of the 28 events offered to the grade schonl, these
figures belng 21, 25, 25, 24, 26, 28, The two schools
aot in this bracket enterad 15 and 6 events respectively.

Fupthor svidence of pogltive Interest In the League
activities will be sean on an examim@tion of the total pupil
participation in the various gahools' Two schools exceeded
200 per cent of the total grade school enrollment in their
participation; two were between 100 and 200 psr cent, three
weré-batﬁaen 75 and 100 psr cent, and only onse dropped
below 50 per cent,

The percentages of participation which excsad 100 sre
made possible by double or triple representation witdn the
school. For example, one child might enter the declamation,
choral singing, ar one or nore Qf the athletie svents, thus
representing hiis édhﬁal thres or wre times. Certalin rew
gtrictione are nmade on deuble roprementation in some of the
contests, and schools are urged by the Loague te use different
contastants Whagaver possible in scme of the athlsiic svents,
but some Gpgmrt&ﬁity i1s left for dowle rapreecntation bHe=
causa of the variéd interest of the ehildren, and in smaller

schoelsz, double reprssentation i3 sometimes necessary in order



that the school may enter sll the contasts, It was not
possible to ﬁat@rmim‘the exaet amount of duble repre~
santation witlin the sechools, 8 ince records wers not kept
to that extent in the schools studiasd,

The support given the League throwh participat ion
indicatesthat puplls in the maiority of the sehools have
found the League gctivities interesting, The variety of
‘these experiencea ard the exfent bo whieh sach of the
Individwl activities hasg been 'ﬁc&aﬁted by the various
schools will be seen in Tables 2 through 12,

The percentages of participation in these tables are
made on the basis of tre totdl grade scheol enrollmerd
Since most cf‘ the o ntests are offerad only to pupils of
junior age or uppey elemeéntary puplls, the figurss cannot.
be considered as the percentiges of pupils perticipating who
might ™ave entered, To get an estimate of this figure,
each percentage figure fur every contast except '&éalamatign
and Junior boys' track and fleld svents should bse doubled.
This is assuming that pwils ars evenly dlvided 1w ths grades
&s to age groups, puplls in the first four grades belng under
10 years of age and puplls between 10 and 15 yeirs of age
being In the upper four grades,

- The story-telling contest in Johnson county was offered
to the flrst four grades, se thias procedwe would be correct
for thls contest, too.

The track and field contest for tis grade school 1is
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nf ere& oniy m Yoys in t:w Juniw age group, S0 th

percentage Y‘E”""“;ggmfe for tni s sc;mtast should be mnitfpﬁ.la& by

4 to pget the pgrticip&tin parcentage of puplls who were
eligible to talé*@ perts This is sgsuming that mlf of the
mnior ams gmup of studamte 1s boys.

Thp declamia tion contest 1s offared to every age group
in the elem@nmw sehool so the parcentape wio participated
of the tm:al gmda school enbollment would be eorrect for
- this mnmat Wms,ﬁfl the sxception that studermts 14 vsars of
age M'e axeluden:x fm the Junior division in this conts at.l

/Tabla 2 shows the amount anl percentage of participation
in the League declamation contest,

8ix of the gight participating schools sntered avery
division in the declamation contest. School 7 entered 2 ,
divisfons and School 6 did mot sntep any of the divisions,

The smount mf‘fmrticﬁ,pat ion ranged from 5 pupils in
School 7 t 43 pupils in Scheool 5, with the percentages.
ranging from 3.5 per cent of the iotal grade achmi i -
rollment in School 1 to 55.3 per cent in School 8, the
average pérmntage for all the participa ting aschools beling 9.3,

More girls sntered than bYoys in both the Junlor and eub-
Junior divisions; and more children of sub=Jjunlior age than
of junior age competed..

2{§anst5 tutien arﬁ Rules of the E’z«xvarmg Intore

cﬂamatie awu& The University of Teres, pulletin No,
July 1 947), p. 15.
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Table & shws tha emeunt and parcartace of wartlcimatlon

5 ocontent,

in the }';;aaggzm story-talllnyg
| o ?&*ﬁa vaf t ha sliphd psmt‘ﬂ imBing zch cola antarad every

Cdlilviglon In thix econty sty Hohonl 7 erterad 2 4 iwamm
and Schools 1 and 8 did nct enter any of the divisiong,

The ameunt of partl elmti; venged fom 8 ;m@iixssf'“m
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 TABLE B

THE AMCUNT AND PERCENT OF PARTICIPATION IN THE
- LEAGUE STORY-TELLING CONTEST TN JORN SN
COUNTY CONPHRENCE B BLBM(EVIARY
SCHOOLS POR 19471548
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8
at
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*
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School 7 to 24 pyils in School 3, with tis porcontages
renglng from 4,9 per cent of the total grade school ene
roliment in School 2 to 25.5 per cent in School 8, the
ave’«régo percentage for all the shvols who raprticdioated being
BaB,
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More girls eatered than twys, and mors pupils entered
from Grades 1 end 2 than fwm Gredes 3 and 4,

Interest inthe &aclam& tion and sborye-telling contests
seems to be sufficient to merit continuation of them if they
meet the needs of the children., These contests ave sntered
on an individual besis, with no group activity irw lved,
and are designed to improve the oral axpreasion of the
pupils &8s well as to contribute to the goneral aims of
democratic education, Tndividual contests of tils type do
not usually mve as may contestants as do the group contests,
but individual activity is part of the life proeeas,j,\. so to
haw @ varied program to meet varying intersst and needs it
is necessary to include both types of activity.

Table 4 shows the amount and the percentage of
‘pariiaﬁpatmn in the League ready writers! contest in
Jomsgon County Confermnce P vl&mm‘mry schools for 1947«
1948, SRR

Seven of the elght participating schools sntered the
ready writers' contest.

The amcunt of participation ﬁangeﬂ from 1 pupil in
School 8 to 15 pupils in School 2, with he percentez @
ranging from 1 per cent in Schools 1 and 3 to 3.5 par ceont
in School 4, the average percentage for all the participating
schools being 1.64

¥o comparison can be mefle as to the nunber of boys and
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girls entering, becauwsa tils co ntest had only one divisiem
and was open to both boys andeirls,
Zven though the ma jority of the schools were represented

in this contest, only a smal ) percent of the pupils in the
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county were Interested in tiis sotivt ty, amd it 4s
Twstiomhle tat any activity whiech merits thls 1ittle
intarest from the e¢hildren 13 mesting, toany great dsgres,
thie obJectives of #ho school, Tt s realized thet wmany »
factors influere @ nupil interest, one out standing one being
teachor interest, and no effort 1s made 1n this study to
dstormine btes ched Intarest excapt in sueh g;\efmaml WAY &8
¢an ba dat«srmixﬁﬁ by ths superintenddutst observaty ong

At sy rate, the small margin of intersst in this
activity opointe to a mwed for further invastipation into
Its merits cr demerits, IT the contest 18 of mf filelent
value to merlt comtinued support in Jdinson County Sehools,
then certainly more pupill support of it i3 deaimblm 1f
the contest 1a uninteresting and without sufrfictent
sducational value to the students, then 1t should elthay
be discontinusd or soms change should be mde 1in nrder to
obtaln aotivitiss the are mors a:itable for training in
written expressicn,

With so much writing as ow Present soclety demasnds it
would seem that mere than 3 ne# cent of our lunlor age
group »f children should fing it interseting. rPerhaps the
fault in £ s conte st may be timt the writing eomes out of
an artificial & twtion wiers a topic is assigned that may
require the student to draw on his Imagination wather tian
to write something t!st Mse come ows of his own expsrience

and means something in his 1ife, The top ics gelected by the



State Office are "wlithin the rangs of the average pupll's
5 1 ey 4 o £ . 5 . ﬂz 2
study, observation, and experie ces, but no tepic may
he selected by the studsntis,
Table 5 shows thse zmount ard percentage of parti€i-

pation in the League spelling arnd plein writing contest,
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1pid., p. 49.



31x of the sight participating schools entered both
divisions of this contest and theremaining twe schools
antersd one ﬁivisién.

The amount of perticipation ranged from 2 pupils in
Behiool § to 161 pupils 'in School 2, with the percentase
‘mmg;:i.ng frem 1.1 per cent in School 6 to 46.4 per cent in
sheool 2, the averuge percentage for ell the participating
schools belng 14.

A few more pupils entered from Grades 5 and 6 than
from CGrades 7 and 8. , ,

This contest was open only Lo Orades 5, 6, 7, amd 8, and
received a greator dapma of support in the particim t:i.mg
schools than did the number sense and ready wrilters! contests,.
Tho nabwe of this contost ’Etﬁ 1t more within the prasp ol |
tha majarﬁry of the pupils Timn ars the nunber s&née ard ready
writers' contoste, The skills involved arse primarily rote
menor ization and handwriting while the ready writers' contests
invelves such things as origlmality of thaught and fmsi;m&sa
of treatment in order to got and hold the remders attention,
claarnsss in plan of a camggésitign se timt 1t has unity and
cohsrence, and cerrsctness of style which includes osropar
punctua tion and grammar in the sentences awl proper usage
and spelling of m}rﬁa;s The numbor sense contost involves
gpead In arit%mmtic&ul computation without the use of paper
snd peneil. Only the @nal answers to the problems ars set

.4
. QUM .

3 : 4
Ibidi, P 80 . Ibié.’ Bs 54,
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The naturs of the epdling and plain writing contost
makes ecorrelation with tha}ragul&r gpe lling instrue tion
088y sines the words ars ta-%;en from ths state adonted text
and from & supplemsntery 11st put out by the Lsagsue. Thres
of these schrols did eorrelute this traindag and put 1t into
their rogular spelling classes. Though not &1l the pupils
vwho received training w-&vé in the school try-outs, all of
the puplils in these grades in these thrge schools benefitted
from the contest training, and a grester mmber tried out
‘in these schools than in the sehepls whieh did not wse thils
mathod in the ir Lesague preparstion, 7

Spelling contestants go to he League meets in teams
of two, and the pertieipation figure 1y lower in this contest
than in some of tlw othors where larger groups meke up a
teams However, it i1s believed that enocugh pupils bare £1tted
from this actlivity to merit its continusnce 1f the contest
is used properly. |

Une eomplaint that has besn mads agalnat the Lzague

hes been an assumption thet the activities provide fur the

"gf;;fted fow" to the exelusion of the normal and subnermal
pupils. In & contest of this natur e, this aceusation ea‘mé%
saslly be true If too mueh stress is placed on winning the

contest and too much attention is given to preparing already
superior students to win, But if the purpose of tle contest
is understood, ard the tontest iz used as a teaching a1d, the

competitive spirit may add to ths plessantnsss of the lsarning
sitwbtion for the ma jority of puplls concerned.
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Many objecticons have besn volieced apainst the granting
of honors and awards for adhievement. These objections are
not without seme w1lidity. The plsee of honors and awards
in character bulldine was discussed in Chapter iﬁl where 1%
wag: polnted out trat honeors and awerds are ﬁﬁ&ful only when
tﬁéj arg used to snlsrpge the Interests of the puplls, to
ratag the standard of exesllenece, and o kad the pupils
to Interasts which have irherent gsatisfmetions indevendsnt

of external Iirncentivessas

The spelling and plain writing contsst seems to bLe

Interesting to & suffielent number of puplls in the majority
of the schoole in Johnasen County to merit lts continuation,
but Irprovement eould bs made in ths affacﬁivanass of the
conte st training Iin azome of the =schools by beginning earlisr
in ths yesr and Including contest training in the regular
gpalling 1nstructiﬁn sc thet more puplls eould bs reachsd,

Tabls 6 showz the smount and the paréamt&ge of
varticipation In the Laagus number sense eccntast,

8ix of the olght porticipating schools entersd this
contast.

The amcunt of participation manged from 2 pupils in
School & to 12 puplils in School 7, with the psrcantagen
ranging from o7 per cent 1n School 3 to 8.8 ner cont in
School 7, the avorage porcentage for all the schools

participating belng 1.9«
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TAELE &

THE &M (UNT ATD PER CERT OF PARTICIPATTON IN TrE
LEAGCUE NIMBER SUNSE COMPEST IN JO S0
COTNTY CONFEREVCE B BIDVEFTARY

BCHOCLS R}‘% 1947-1048

® :g?

o |58 e

L £
1.8 O by | @ wd 8 g
Schoel 4 *&5 18 | €8 | A%¢
Nuder oL 184 | °0 |82 | vof
w30 @ _&a_g’ B ! éhg‘
g jww | W o 85
88 1°8 #w °8 gu
SRS I £ T I & O

o oM o+ ) 4 gg‘g ‘

ﬁg ’gﬁ»‘fﬁg '%5‘ g8
l o a o w 6001 8 1.3 2 Sth
2ocan| B3| 5 | 1.4 2 4th
3 esws]|205]2 7. | 2 5ty
% a s 0 u 228 | 4 1.7 2 ard
5«6+ o 121681 38 2.8 2 2nd
S L 3 u . i ’ EEE O Q @ Q'?flf
T o o v » 139 {12 B8 ¢ lst
8 . - v o e o Q Q "
Q * w8 E 4 L £ F Q {} 0 ’IM

Total 1824 {36 1.9 10

This percentage is very low, and doubling it to get
&n estimset e of the percentage of the junior ags grmup who
participated does not raise 1t to ary great axtent, ‘rha
neture of this contest, owever, bars part of ths Junier

age group from taking part because all the problems in the
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contast are uul d pub the 4ild of paper and pencil in

&%

LW e g S el e T Ly S
tle Llinal answerz placed on

o onawar sheob.d Tence, thls centest usunlly Plts 0“’

the pupils 14 the upper elemern: ATy prades who have &m;{airﬁd

and can acquire during tiw given achool yoar bthis muds skill

Tt might be sald that #hils conbest, If nob deslpgned
fer superior puplle, ronders its sorvices to them 1n actml
practice. This thesls &2 no objectlen *o providing for
superior pupils,. Cér‘!:airgl:_\;r these students must ‘be provided
with c¢hallerg ing esperiencos. It e on 1y when eviding
Tor the se students whose mental oo ipacities are el ove average
causes tip normal end subnermel pipile e be rwgleeted tat
injustico comes., Only 2 survey of the total Le amie »ro gysm
can determine wother or not this 1a dons.

g oo
Talle ¥ o=

ghe ’““’tw@ amount and percantags of pertielpation

in the Logue chor al s inslne centost.

Mve of tho ef ght perticipating schools entered this

il %5

cont est,

The emount of pert se! 'petion rengad from 17 pupile in

chvol & to 150 puplls Irn School "’, with the percenteses
rarging from 13.1 per cert in Sciool 4 o 43.3 percent in
Sehool 2, the average p: reort age for all the parpil cipeting
schoole belng 24,90,

";1

f:f'

& mture of this contest allows & grester number of

51'51@0 ® PQ Eét
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TABIE

THE A¥MOUET AND PgrR QU7

LEAGURE CHORAL SINGTI

7

OF PARTICIPATION IN TER
COWTE3T TN JOImSoY
GOUNTY CONFERENCE B SLOYENTARY

SCHOULS FOR 1947«1948

B | g;ﬁ
_ - R ] a™
LlEo|d 8t
School ; Dy v | I T
Number 3 gé‘? wE |85 ) 8e§
D 52 T | G‘ﬁ S o Mo
9 .= |ee | | E5a
gg Bo |l g8 do | ele
e LT PR O £ oo
, ) 0 £« $a ot O e
se |47 8% |8 | %s:
8 g; o A S o Lo g
‘g&a AR . gw S Py
1 » % & w .. ] D Q 0 Ly
2w o » 347 150 [ 43.2 40 lst
3 ev o] 295 | 40 15,6 | 25 4th
5 ¢ « » o] 215 45 | 20,9 30 2nd
6 » » L 3 1,11 @ 0 0 * %8
T s o« LR ] 139 0 4] o e
8% . . W] 47 | 17 |36.2 | 10 3rd
g E 2 TR T l!ﬁ O Q G L & 2
Tetal 1132 | 2821 24,9 | 135

”Tms s'c?mﬂi enter ad

choral singing contest,

Division B of the

ppils to compete in the district meets than is afforded

by any other contest In ths Lo gue.

Cholrs particlpating

in the League ranged in size in Division A from 25 pupile

te 40 pwils, In Divisia B "«iny one ciolir was entered
and it contairmed 10 puwills.



The suparintondent ~FSchpel Y stoted that his school
did mot mriicinate hecmuos the muggﬁ toacher for his school
snly had classes once & week and ﬁié.nmt have time to teach
a1l the musfic he would 11ke to teachin such a limited time.

The suparintardent of Sdhﬂolhﬁ raported Iack of intersst
and not having a smeclal music teacher as tls reagon his
school & d not enter,

The siperintandent of School 7 stated that his school
dild not participate because of mt huvinzg & specilal musie
tanchar,

nf the schonls who marticipated, Scheel 2 had a
snecial muslc teacher, School 5 M & music teachsr who
taught musie and a grade, and the remainine thres schools
usad teachers of othor srades or subjects who hed had some
Treaining in music to do the ir contest preparation,

Theughh this aantagf was supported by}aniy five of the
schools in the county, the average npercentage of participation
other contest of fersd to grade scheoel punils, with the
exception of the music ennrecidion contest.

Table B shwws ihe amount and the percentage of
particﬁgkiian in the musliec appreciation contest,

anly three of the aight participating schools sntersd
the musle appraciation cortost,

Ths amrunt of particimtion ranced from 2 punile in

Schiwol 8 to 163 puplls In Schoel 2, the average percentage



TARLE 8

TEE RMCUNT AED PTRCOENT OF PARTICIPATICN I THE
LEAGUE HUSIC APPRECIATION CONTEST IW JOPNRON
OUNTY CONPEAYECE B S ENTARY
SCHOCLS TOR 184719248

w mg
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) 40 34—%
© v 1 W
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A @ £ lwo | BSOS lemog
School D 4 ’53:—% 'Qﬁ 8-??: »ﬁmé?e
Huymbi o R B o o = GRS
g ] e e bt 3 o o
ﬁ'ﬁ o @ wed 0@ ‘%&Q‘é‘*
o s 4 O 42 5
4 R Lo Fa i et @ o
O o & 42 D 33 O o4
sk s O & & 8 Ok L
o ES | EE B | s
[ =} e : : {
£ Sl o= v
1 “ = & @ » 8% G Q 0 hEA
2 e o » » K2 163 47 4 ist
5 « & & @ s ¢] O O -
4....| 228 | 6 | 2.6 |2 3rd
5 & & & ® - - 9 | 0 0 L
6 * % &K » rft.'m g ! 0 0 L X B
? = & % * ] rrEe Q O O - .-
8 o 2 o o 47 2 4,8 2 2nd
9 ® & » W . ¥Fe G G 3 G -
Total Eg2 171 27.8 1 8

for the three schools belrg £7 5.

School 2 was theonly one that approached mass
particl paticn In this contest arnd this school reporisd
that 1t began: trainirg for this contest soon after
Christmas 1n order thatall the pupils in the Juniocr age

group might prticipate in the Initial activitlas,.



1.

Host of the schools @1d not 11st a veassn for not
gmrtieipati e in thils activi *hr, but one superinie ndert
ranorted tha*t‘ the musical reeords required fer this contest
were nobt provided Ffor in his schmi e oet end his school
had no materisls to use in fsaching nusic appraaiatiem
The materisls meesaarv for the contest cost a 14it1e more
tnan $15,00,° |

In visw of tie et the orly one of the participating
schoola In the comnty had a full time musie tescher, 1t
saoms that t’nié contest could mﬁﬂa musical *i:ra.’i.ningg that
would not be reeseived otherwine i:me&u.se it has leen planned
especially for schoola ‘mﬁq ovt special musie tm G?T:%BPS@V
The avarage am-unt of mrmtzip&tmm in the three schonls

that did take port indietes tha t music appraciation wasg
well recelved in those scheols. 1t may be that if thia
activity ware of fered in wmore of the Johnson County Secheols
it wenld aid considerably in raising the musicel tastes of
the children. Hany of the children are exposed to the |
Inferior type of music that has flaoéé(ﬁ the morket in recent
yoars, and too few of our schools are pivi ng encugh spportunity
for the ¢hlliren to hear axi appreciaste good music. Hence
the musicsl taste of éwr children 1s ng cordltioned by
radioc requests tiat rmve becore popular becsuse the ma jority
of the llstensrs lws never heurd, and henes m ve never

lsarnsd to epprocide, & betbter tyve of music,

7 .
6}..:}16." pn‘ @50 ibiﬁfn, pq Bﬁa



Tahla 9 ghows the amrunt and pemeentw& Gf

participation in th@ Loox ww ‘tennls conteat,

TADBLE §

TIE AMOUNT AND PER CENT GF PARTTCTPATION IN THE

LEAGUE TENNIS COM 87 I Jﬁﬁx‘fﬁﬂ?ﬁ CUUNTY

COXPLRENCE B BELIEMENTARY SCHOOLS
FOR 19471948
Humbor of Con~ |- Bumber of Conw o
| testents in | testants Sent @
initial Try- -t Yo District B
out _ Heet 2
154 oo
& , R
Schoold 1 s lg lu |q fosls lo i= ' '
SR e B Pl o B L O - B 2
- g‘g B al g;% aks o : mbﬁ‘:’? m§ w It mig nf & :z;;
A Aty Sl d . TES R 8 AL S0 14
WP [SHSHIEE 8| uEEEeEs o) 98
| 84 [FofEnEaal £ |50 sabapgkd 2] 2y
3 B FRTRERTE T alat TR RTRET A1 &
1..600 | 4f8)12] o;32] 5.3 11112 2] 6| atn
2 . J 34 (18] 6 4] 4] 25 ‘7'..5!, 111418 |2 61 3rd
4, .28 41 8112) 81 32114, | 1|1 |2 2| 6 | 2nd
5 * wve 0y O Q RRE %2 B ¢ 01 O Q 0L O wese
§ » a) K% 0 Q Q O ) 0 Q G ' {} Q Yy
7 s » Ry O 0 ~ ﬁ ¢} -0 O O G Q Q 0 sow
B . 4 & 8f 9| 6 8] 311658 1]1i2 12| 81! 1at
D s sfjeas | Ol O} Of O] O] O 1010 101 O] ees
Totel |1222 {28151 | 3428121 | o.9| 4] 4 |8 |8 |24 |

Only four of the elght participating schools ent

the ternls eontosts
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The smount of partic i;ﬁatian ranggd from 26 pupils in
School 2 to 62 pupils in Schools 1 end 4, with the per=
centage ranging from 5.3 per cent in Schoollto 65,9 per
cent in School 8, the average percentage for the partici-
patlng schools being 9.0.

About the same number of boys amd girls entered both
the gingles and doubles,

Schools 3, 5, and 6 reparted lack of fecilitles as
thelr reaspn for not particips ting.

Table 10 showa the amrunt end percentags of

tian in the League volleyball cortost,

TAELE 10

THE AMCUNT AND PER CENT OF PARTICI PATION IN T
LEAGUE WLLEYBALL 00 NTEST IN JOENSOW COUNTY
CONFE4ENCE B ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
FOR 1547-1948

Wumber of Cone Funber of Gonw
tostarte in 1. g Lestants Sent -
Inttial Pry-oull 3 = to District Heet "3%
5 G | 1ok  RKEen
&mmmg s & & 5 0y
B> arr {fsﬁﬁ @ K , 4
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Bsd| 8148 | |88 |8 |8 |8 EEx
g;m il HA] 4 7 2 s
l & «f 6800 0 18 |18 3 | O 10 10 2th
2../ 307 | 0|4 180 | 23, {10 |10 | 20
3../ 208 | 35|30 |es | 22. |10 |10 | 20
4../22 | 12]12 {24 | 10.5 |10 |10 | 20
5 » »] 215 18 14 32 14 .9 8 8 is6
& 4 ® . ew Q ] Q O Q 1 0 G 0
7 . s} 138 12 | 12 24 17,3 1 8 8 | 18
8 » «f & 7 8 13 £7,6 6 6 12
G s sl e o 0 (&} O O 0 0 .
- Total {2048 |184 (132 (256 12,5 |62 | 62 (114
 § 3 1 1




8ix of ths eipght p@mti‘%{ipating schools entered both«
divisions of this contest. School 1 en sped only the girlsf
division and School 6 416 not enter eithep ﬁiviamn.

The smount of participation ranged from 13 puplls in
School 8 to 80 pupils in School 2, dth tie percentage
ranglng from 3 per cert 1n School 1 to 57.8 per cent in
3chool 8, the average percentage for all the mriictpating
schools being 12,5,

A few mores girls ar&‘&ared than boys. School 1 reportsd
that the boys In that sc}wol had never played volleybsll
ard wers not interested in this cont ests

Table 11 ahows the amount érﬁ percentage of participation
in the League treck and fiold svants for guhier boys.

Seven of the eight participating schools entered all
the track and field evar%, School 6 entered four of the six
gvanta, |

The amownt of participatimn rarged from 12 pupils in
Schoel 6 to 19 pupils in Schools 1 and 8, with tis pep-
centages ranging from 7,1 par cent In Schoel 4 to 53.2
por cent in Schoel B, the avsrage psreentape for s 11 the
schocls being 18,7
| This contest 18 of ferad only to boys of Junicr age so
if every eligible boy compe ted thetotal number would be
- approximately one-fourth of the total grade school enrolle
ment. 8o multiplying ths partic: pating pe rcentage of the

total grade school emrcllrent by feur, 8r average of 18.7
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prepsraticn was hald on Intra -mural
152 Loys competed in 811 the initial

per cent woudd be 74.8 ver cent of ths eligible junlor boya.

8o the participation i@ tris contest ia ra

a pgrazt deal of interasst,

LERES

ther high, indicating

e e <y ing M Ty e o hh < S :
Table 12 shows the amcunt and percenisge of participation

in the Loague vlayground bassball contest.
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Blx of the o ip H: patal zf‘t: mip&tm sthools ontered beth

@lvislons of tuis contest. School 8 anterad only the boys!

. divisicn am Sthool 8 4ig et eufer aither division,

The miomt of participstion mnred fin

10 puplils in
Sdhvel € to 200 pimils in Scheol 1, with the perecentuge
rarging from 5.7 por cont in School 6 to 30 percent fn
fehool 1, the average percentsps for all the mrifcipetirg

schools belng 21.8. Scheol 1 nsed the intrs ~mural systen



in its trainirg progmm, thus every boy and girl to whom
this conteet was of fored In the physleal sdwcation pm;gr&n
was in the initial try-puts

This game soems to Le more popular with the boys than
with the girls, since 253 beys were in the school tr*;s,fe’uta
in the eccunty, while enly 179 giris were in them.

An exsmination of Tables 2 t%rwghl;é revedlistiat a
variety of asctivities were ' fered b t}fzéugrﬁd@ gchool
pupils in Johnsen Ceunty thrapgh the Lemgue progrsme Foeurteen
divisions were in the seven litersry contests and fourteen
divisions were in the four Athletlc ‘contosts. The combined
percentages of partl aiyﬁ’aticn ghow tint a mgarity of pupils
are recelvirg tralning in some of the activities, but the
Individual cazzﬁ@st table s slow tlmt oo neiderably more
interest is tsken In some activities tian In others.

Trhe contest in wiich the lsast number of schools took
part wag music appreciation in which only thxf% schonls
antared., The tennis conts st came next with only four
schools enterlng in it. Choral dnging waa mtmﬁéby five
schools which 1s orly & slight majority.

All the other contests in the League recelved the
support of from 3lx to eight of the prticlpating schools.

The majority of the cortests, tlen, have been of
sufficlant interest or belleved fo 'i:}:sva of sufflclent value
to merit the support of the malority of schools in the county.

The degree te which the schools supported each of thease



contests 18 quite variaﬁ, however, and it isg belleved timt
the value of each of these mctlvities is better sstimated when
the number of pupils who found them interesting, as compared
to the numbsr of puplils in the school, 1s conaléred,

The averape marticipation in each of the contests was

given in the eleven contest &ablss, but for & comparative

study of the Interest taken in the se activities, Figure 1
has been preparad. JHach X represents 1 per cent of the

total grade sehool enrollment .

Conteat

Reaqy wrilers - XX

Humaber sense AL

Story-teliing KO RAKL

Declamation LRI

Tennis EX LK X

Volley=-ball LA RS TAREXK

Spelilng R XA AR R ELK

Treck and field FRAL LT SLK AR KL RA LK
Playground baseballl XX OO WX O ILniy
Chural singling LU S S0V, i?i}ifbe.,u&ﬂia{ LR

Husic A pz:arﬂa'&;fia Lion TGRSR OUOOIRAY X

Tige l.=-A comparison of the
avorage parcentage of participation
in the League Contests in the Cone
fersuce B elementary schools of
Johngon Lounty in 1947-1948,
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This comparison showe that the number sense and roady
wéitara’ conteste recleved such & small margin of support
from the punille in 8ll the partlieipating schools, that
f‘urther Investigation inte their value te the schoolszs 1a
noeded,

T™e muwslc contests, theangh supported by such & relatively
small number of schools, nad the largest average percentages
of participation of any of the contests, which would indicate
tmt the se activitias were of a great denl of Iinterest to
those ”Q\&pi ls to whom they waere of fared.

Prom a considerabtion of the data z}r&aeémd thus far In
this chapteﬁf;_ it can be seen tiat 8 wids range of exparisnces
are provided for the children and that the majority of the
children in ﬂﬁa ma jority of the schools fournd them of
sufficlient Inberest to takes mrt In soms of them. Furtler
indication of pupll intesrsst will e seen in the gquestione

aire analysis wiich follows.

Analysis of the Questionnalire

io order to fur 'ti;z,éx‘ gvaiuats Lip setlivilies of the
‘hesgpug in Jonson Ceunbty, cartaln obinr informatl D W4S
secured From Julhmagon -i)m. aty suyerigxb antente concegrning thelr
opinions as to the '}a lue of the se setivitlies as &an sducsbionsl
pmcedu&; Thig informe tion was obtained through questlon-
naices given in personsl interviews where each questlon
could be | Alscussed and thle enswers qualified. UThe data

{n Table 13, which follows give the response of the svper-
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intendsrt s, expressed In nwber and perﬁanbage of yees and

no answers to this questiornmatre., Tho full text of the

questionnaire is wiven In the appendix, | ’
Though only elght Johnason County Schools participsted

in the League in 194’?’*3.948;,' nine supesrintendents W@x&av

interviewesl, The superinterdent of the schonl that did

gk

$ad Ind comsiderable sxperience with the

not pagicipate
Loague activities in other schools ard stated t'at he was
interested in the activitlss and planred for his school o
particlipate In the futures. BSo hls answers are ineluled In
the guesticnnalre results in order that a complete view

of existing oplnlen amoug supsrintenderts of Jolmson County

Confersnce B slementary schools for 1947-1948 may be had,

TABLE 13

THE NUMBUR AND PERCEYTATE OF YES AMD YO
ARSWERS T QUISTIONS COMCHRWNING J.%‘I"Eﬁ&
SCHOLASTI C LEAOUE ACTIVITIES

Jue stions Y"”s No
KG en 33‘34 ggr];t

l. Doss your school participats
regularly in the Lesgue
Contosts? T 77.8 2 2242

2+ Did your school particig te
in the Leagwe activities
last ysar? | 8] 88.9 1 11s1

3s Does the pwparation for the
League contost require too
much of your teacliers! tinme
so that they may be forced
neglect othayr school dutiss? 1 111 8 88,9
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TARLE 13=-e{lont inued

Que stiak;

Yes

o

1 Per
Yol Cent

Hoe

Per
Cent

4.

B

6.

7

Bs

Te

104

1l.

12,

Do the contest afford a
challenge to your teachers
to do more effective
teaching?

Do the contsists provide a
challenge to your puwils to
do things well for the
satisfagtion of doing then
well? )

Do the Leagus nctivitlas
provide too much for the
"gifted fow" to the ex-
clusion of the normal =md
subnormal puplls?

Do the League sctivities,
and trsguidance invelved
in them tend to improve
and perpetuste the i3 sals
and practicses of damocracy
in your school? "

Do the contasts promote
Inter-school companicnship?

Do the cont ests cause cleser
conperation and friendliregss
betwesn schopls?

Do the League acklvities help
Joir puplls to adsune sncial
responyibilityt

Do your pwp i;ts anter the
contests willingly aml
enthuslastically ?

Do the conbsts improve tle
expréssion of your pupils?

71 77.8

41 44.4

T | 77.8

6 | 68,7

8 ] 8.9

22,2

58.6

111

| 33,3

11i.1
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TABEE 13~-Lontinuved

Quostims

Yas

o

Ho.

Per,
Cent

How

Per
Cent

13"

14.

15 .

1C.

174

Do you approve of the
contest method of ersating
interest in activitles?

Has tou muweh stress been
placed in some schools on
winning the contest and too
little on playing the gome
well?

Do the, mxﬁ:f=st cauvse your
tmching staff to be
gm’-‘r-wwké;&?

Are Fou in favor of
continuancs of the
sctivities?

Are you in favmr of :
eontinuance of the Eaan&@
gctivities as cemiucwd'f’

De you think thet your
school patrons would favop
continvarce of thelsarue
activities?

88,9

22,2

88,9

778

7748

1l.1

11"1

778

111

beliave that tre Lezpus moets some of

The res;Ll‘ﬁz& show the t the malority o the sugmrintsndents

tha modern ob jﬁctivas

of edwatlion. They abe show thet tle majority of the super-

Intendents bsliave thst

In some schools too mueh stress hms

boeen placed on winning the @ ntests and teo 1little on

plavirg the game woll ard that a slight majority of them

belleve that the contests provide too mueh for the tra ining



of the superlor puplls to the exclusion of the rormel and
subnormal puplile.

These two faults are the only cnes found by a me jority
of ti® superintandents and mogt cf them favorad cortinusnce
gf the League programe.

Participation figures In some of the contosts,
particularly the nusber sense and roady writers', bear
out the guperintendents' opliniens that the contesta provide
too much for the training of the few superior pupils to
the exclusion of the rormal and subnormsl ones in some of
the contests.

Ko information was secured which could be considepsd
as proof that too mzﬁch stress Yad been placed on winning
“ard teo little on skill and fair play. This quostion was
a gemrai ene asking if thisg was true "in some schools.”

Ho instances of unfair practic% in this econnection wers
cited by any of tls superintenderts ard thls questi on was
not pressed. This study covers a limited area and it was
belleved that mest superinterbnts would be reluctant to
wake sny specific accusation againsthils neighbor schools.
Une superintedlert stated trat he hmd heard this cbjection
to the League but he had seen nce instances in Johnson
ﬂmméy of any such practice.

In direct oppositim to the majority opinion just
discussed concerning the undve stress on winning in some

schools, most of the superintendents belisved timt in their



own achools the cﬁntestspmvmﬁéa'ezfta}.lenga to ouplils o
do thinge well for the sabtisfactlion of doing than well and
the t they provided a challengs to téachers to do more
affeective teaching. In their own schools they alse balieved
that demoeratiec practlces are promoted and effective sceial
participation is brought about throurh thesse Learve contests,
Some gensral 1llustrations were given to vesr ocut some
of these answard, suwch as enthusiasm of puplls for Bntering
conto 8ts, stress placed in some schools on pood sporismans
ship end excellence in parformanmg statements of te:chers
to the muperintendent in one schocl concerning the challenge
the conte sts had sfforded them, frierdships madas through
League games, socisl narticipation involved in group
activities, improvement of orsl expression In somo of the
contsste, every chlild ravény en egual chance in the super=
vissd Tesgus contosts reperdisss of sccelial or environmental

beckground, am the like.

5cifie instances wiere these gaina were asvident were
lacking in meny of the aschools, gc definite evidence that
all the interviowess were corract in their opinions cannct
be found, though it can be cloarly ssen thet mest of the

superintendents consider the bespgue program an asget bo

Although no eorclusions can be reacisd as to wiat

extent winning 1s overstressed ard skill end falr play is

understressed, it is obvious the t node of the schools could
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reet the objsctives they beliove thoy have met anl be

gmilty of this arror st the same time. Perians it is

podgsible et this arror 1s only made in & slight degres
ina few of the schools, but the fact tlat alght of tie
nine superintandents helisve 1t 1s true in some schools
indicates a meed for careful self-eveluwation in all the
particinating schools to sae werse this ml ‘splaesd strasn

1s.

Sua @ﬁh HERD et .x lw‘-»ﬁ

dlthough elght of the su perintandent s faversd con-
blnuance of the Laugue and seven of thewm favored coabtinusnece

- N
of tie Lo

& now conlucted, severul aup pastions
dars mads for lmmwoeving o Toanp so bt tts services
viculdd be more valuable to the zchsels mrtict nating.

Jre osarson sunsssted trat stresa should be piced on
zocd sporbtenanghlip amd cood conduct to the astent bimt
contast winhers were deturningd on ¥wt basis. This narson
alse wanted n9w actlivities added, e sugrestaed new contesta

in tavls ternnis and model alrplanes and wantsd homemaking

fv'l

ard gcionce broushi intc thao activitiagg,

Anothar guperlint.ndent ofaorad as »is only sugmestion

the t more wall-trained tenclhars wers reeded to diract sore
of the activities within t-a schocls. Fe balicved e t
Letter tralned teaclers weuld makm tho activities more

ik erssting, more pmfitahle ard mors af gnificant for the
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childran; that better troined tsachers would have more
entibusiasm fer thelir work and thet enthusissm begets
enthusiaem.

invther oxpre esed this same epinlen corgsernine the
enthuslasm of tetiehers, ¥Fe _balis ved that teachers should
try te stiwulets tie punils' interest in tlese worthwhile
actlivities and that tesclsrs should atternd some of the
contests each ysar whethor they sponscred any of them or
not, This auperintmi%?mat mides & practice of presanting the
awsrds to the puplis Iin assenbly nrogréms, commerting on
the nelp the contestants zave to the school by thair
narticipation, the Seli‘uimgmmfemaét theoy had made and on
Sue pood sportomanshipy that was svidenced In ths Les gue
SUned,

Anocthor superirtordent sugrested that sdhsels should
stress more the educaticnml value from participating rather
than winning the cortesta,

Apcther suggested thz t more contasts wers reeded on
the grade schceol level and expre ssed a desire tint grade
schoel declamation winners be allowed to advence to the
regionnl meats,

Apethor stated tht he wes In favor of tle scholership
requirsments for contastents but thought timt the 14 year
ace lﬁ.mit‘ fsr Junlers might be low. He atated thet e had
had in is schoeol & boy who was retarded because of i1llness

ard whpse doctor 'R d recomnerded for his lwalth thst e ks
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part in athlstie aotivities. The bow was oo old fpr the
Janter pgrows aod becsome of He preds platweent could oob

~ozsrete W th the Digh rohenl beams, srd was fhas hapesd

fron the Lespus bteang, e bolleved the rulse ware ran

falr, howavar, sd aald ia ape rulios bad v

o . B e e E g o %
& Bl ‘f“%‘*(’}‘“}z‘;ﬁ sl hip

4

iy awerynog,

Traeamrining the sugrastions wsde, {1) new centoats

ware gugoagtad Ly tes syvre Mz%wt’iawt 2y (%) B charnge in
the Pomior ase ™uls by ove, (3) more to cher enthusisom
by s, (49 betiar traired Lmohers by ood, (B) more stress
o el groriswnshis an rovd oondie $ by sna, and {(8)
atrass on the sduwebional wmive of contasts rethe r Lthan
winning by ﬂ**au

Thaese sugesebing owwe frewm 21y schoolSe Thraa sade
e sugrestin ng,

Hene of tha

ot 08 whe 8 oanlalint saninet the

way the dlstricts masbe themsalves wers conduchted, Tour

nf ths sugresticns cevld be affectsd by pariielse ting

getonls and tuwe of the ehanrss would have to gone fireouwsh

the’ State ixecutiva Comiss wio has the duly of cresting
now eontoats and mling rule oa neey

done of the ewcestions was wde by 6 of Mleled
s v si‘ stchopls Yo dotermine %ﬁf@%&ﬁ? o ned 1L wan %&&%
by 1) er most of H@?’ ’un% Lis OO0 ﬁiﬁi and alxth sur roatinng

Listnd ware inferrved in the guwesti@mnalre argwsryg Phave
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alght of the nine supe interdsnts stated that In some
schools toe much stress rag besn placed on wim ming and

too 1little on playing the ceme well,

Evaluation of the Lespue Activities
The data greé%ntaﬁ thus far in thie ohapbar ware
secured In order that arn svaluation could be m&da‘mf the
League activitieé as they were carried on iu Jehnsen County
Conferance B elemantary schools during 1947=-1948 with the
eriteria ast w in Chapter I1. This evalwmtion follows
in‘ question and answer form.
1. Do the ﬁ@agus‘ﬁctjvities pvovide’educativa eXw~
orlerces that are adapted to the furfemental needs of
the child?
The L@agua activitles do provide educative sxperlences
that are adapted to some of the fun damental needs of ithe
chlld. Some of the physical henlth reeds ars mat thr ough
physical activity in the Lergus'ta athletie DI OSTam.
The disposition and ablliity to act on t- Anking (an
1tem from Kilpatriek's 1ist of needs elted sarlier in thig
writing) are prﬁmntaé in all the activities, The chila mntt

)

gct on thirking in the Lsague games, éspeclially in sueh

[

pames whare s&illiul pla ring ¢ ﬁﬁpends on tedm cooperatien.

In such contests as declaration and story=telliing, thre
enilﬁ must thirk on his feet in order to convey & thourhd
to hi ls audience, 1in the numbep sense contest, the power of
reasoning Jle develrned, Tn all the contssts the Claposition
and abllity to act on & inking 1s involved to some extent,
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Other fundamental needs of the child are considered
In atﬁaf eriteria in thils dlscussion.

2. Do the bengue sctivities provide sducation ex-
parlences for effective participation in social life?

According to the unmgnimous opinlon of the superintendents
interviewad, the Leasve activiiles de provide educative
expariences for effective particinstion in scelial 1ife,
Gramples of elfectlive participation in social 1ife which
weg provided throupgh League activities bear oubt this
opinion to some extent. TmprcVemant of sxpression, interw-
gschool eompanicnships, and frievdliness and cooparetion
between schools that were develeped through the Mesgue
contests are 81l an aild W effaetive participatien in
"social 11f6. | |

é. Do the League activities improve and perpetuate
the 1dsals and prectices of cur democratie sccisty?

Effective social purtic'pation fg an intesral part of
a democratic scvclely, so the forepoeling criterion helns
te answer thls gusgtion, Aside from Information thus
presented, the uranimoug copinion of the supsrintsendenis on
this question was that the 3éaala‘am§ wractlices of our
democratic soclety are improved and perpstuated throuph
the Losgue activities.

4o Do the Lumgus actlvities provide dynamic ex-

periences for the children?
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Parti cipﬁbién figures presentsd in this chapter ars
evidence of a great deal of pupil irtersst in Johnsn County.
interviews revealed trat six of the nine mperintemdents
had observed 8 great deal of inters ét and snthusiasm for
the conteats among their pupils. Further indication of
pupll interest is reflected by tle fact that seven of the
superintendents believed thnt thelr school patrons would
favor continuance of te Loague detivities, This is teken
as evidernce of pupll interest, becsus e it is believed thsat
patrens! intercst in these activities 1z & reflection of
interost that n ve been carried inte the home by the children.
Superintendent s’ reports comerning this quesztion arg of |
course, an assumptlon, en thelr part, based upon thelr
observation Qf comnunity intersst in the Lesguwe., But other
answers, too, &re yade on the basls of observation end it
1s believed thet alert sups rintendents are able ito discern
whe ther or nit & mogram of activities {8 being suprorted
by his community, just as he can see evidences within his
schidal of pupil intersst and enthusiasm.

Some laek of s.ﬁé»areat was reported in some of the events,
in some of the schools, and perticipetion figures show a
definite lack of inter:st in the nums o1 sense and roady
writers' cort ests, but for the majority of the contests in
the ma jority of the schools, a great deal of interest haas
been shown so ths experiences must be dynamic ones to merit

thissupprrie.
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5. Do the League acﬁvﬁt 88 provide experlences tha t
ars subleet to teacher guﬁ.ﬁama?

There 18 no contost 1y the Loague thet % mt sub Jset
rta teachey gumamm In faat, ons objectlon that has been
'micad agﬂinat tle Lea rmg @mmm has bBeen the trmanﬁaua
.mauat of temcher @*zi{iama %malv&ﬁt. wbsarvatiﬁna mads by
Johnson County superintmc’iants irdicat e that, in their
epinion, sueh &n objeetion 1s not well founded. Most of
them did not bslieve t}at t'ﬁejir tséw%&srs wore over=worked
’taaﬁaytizae of the 'édé&d r‘éapmaibi 11ty of the guidarce ine
velved in conte st preparation, and most of tlem bslsved
that the contssts afforded a ehallenpe tet&@ir teachers
to do more effective Léac‘v ing.

6, Are the beague activities subjoect ‘ta cha nge to
meet the grwing and chang mg«: needs ard Interests of the
sichool ehi ldren?

This question 1s not answered to eny great extent in
the survey of kesgme activities of Johnson County for
la st year, since few change s were executed last year, But
an examiration of the League's plan of organization given
in Chepter III reveals tha t a ﬁm,v*‘i&mn iz made for
executing m eded changes tiough the Btate Executive Comw
mittes of the Loague. This committes acte on tle recommone

datlions of the State Lepis 1aéfve Advisory Couneil which 1s

elected by member-schools of the League. So provisien is



made for effecting needed cmrnpes and maber-schools zié

have opportunity, tlrough this council, to influence tie
policy of the hengue but not to changs 1t. Fiml authority

- Tor meking charpes rasts with the 3tate Zxecutive {:ammibtems

Certain Jocal problems, such as opticnal rulings in
cortaln of the athletic mmes, are .';eft to the disereticn
of the District DExecutive Commi ttee.

The Leaguw Mse undergone vast changes since its
organization in 1915, Numerous contests have besen added
ard ruw have been changed ffou time to time In ma effort
to meet the growing ard chanpging zﬁaﬂs ard Interest of the
chilldrens

7. Do the League activities provide for a wide range
of expesriencas to & majority of the sehool pupilis?

The total plctwe of the Lo gue activitise of fored and
accepted show that a wide range of experiencss are provided,
but ex@mination of indiviiual contsst part? cipa tion shows
that in some of the schools in some of the contests, teo
much provision i® made for the swe rlor pupils to the ex=
-eluslon of the neormal end subnormal pupils. Five of the
suporintendent belleved this was trus,

Group activities reached more of the pupils in mor & of
the :cheols than did contosts ertersd on the individual

e
[ESRN

basis, but the imdividuml trpe of contest added to ¥

8
Ibid‘, B 10.



range of the ametivities,

&lthough the malority of scheols entered thes number
sense and peady writera! contests, the low ps reentape of
participation in these contosts indie ate & med for furthar
investipgation inte their valus 88 an edwational proecedurs,

Though only three schools entered the music asppreciation
contest ard five erﬂ:émd ths choral singing contest, the
high percentage of puplls in the se schools who took part
indicate thmt the contests wore well recelved whers they
were offereds. Schools not participating should Investipate
into the help that might be darived from thess contsats,
ospeclislly sinese all the nen-participating schools excopt
one did not hmve 2 special music teacher and the music

approcia téar

contest was designed for achoals of thiskind,

8¢ Do the League activities as c:cminc%&& placa tea
much stress on winning the contest andteo 1ittle on nla ving
the game well?

This 1s t'» only tople n which the overwhelming majority
of the supwintenderts found fault with the Lesgue propram.
Bight of the superintendents approved of the contest mothod
of creating inter:st in worthwhile activities, but elght of
them believed that in some scheols too mueh stress had been
placed on winning ard too 1ittle on playing tle game well,
The axtsnt to which undue stress hed bean PRced en winning
caﬁg&d not be datsmin@é, slnce no proef of this fault was

given by anyone, but the fect that so many of them beli aﬁed



that this had heppened in some schools peints to s tendeney
in thet éi.mﬂtimn somewhe re in the coanty, a tendency tlat
needs to be clanged., 7Tt could not be eencluded from the
evidence in "and, however, timt thssis true iIn the majurity
of the schocls or even in any cart&ﬁzsd&sml. ‘

The foregoing discussion and eveluatim of the Ee&gge
actlvities in Johnsen County Conference B elamentary schools
for 1547-1948 show clearly‘that the majority of tlose
schools support the Lasasrus and its program, that the ms jority
of the superintendert s interviewed believe the League
activities have sufficlient sducatio nal value te merit their
c.ontinuance, and that the two major objections whieh the
me jority of the superintenderis Mave found against the League's
program of setivities are: (1) the tsmﬁancy of the L=ague
in aetwal practice to provide for the superior puplls to the
exclusion of the rormel ard subrormal pupils and (8) the
terdency in some schools to overstregs wimming contests and
to understress skill am® pood sportsmanship.

With the Informsfion presented thus far in this study,
certaln conclusions and recommendations can be made concerning
the kengus, its general aims, and its activities as carried

on in Johnsor County sehools for 19471948,



CHAPTER V

SWVARY, MUCLISTONS, AND RECMVTENDATICONS

Sunrary

This study hes shown that the aims of the kesgue are
in harmony with modern educational objsctives, and that
the setivities of the Lespue in lenfersnce B elsmentary
gehools of Johnson County for 1947 -1948 have met many of
the edwa tional oblectives. The two principal shert-
comings that were fﬂh!‘lﬁ in the Laagua activities in Johnson
County were tle temiemy in su@e schools to place too much
stress on winuing the contssts and too 1little on skill and
fair play, and the tendency of some of the activities to
provide toc much for the supericr pupils to the exclusion

of the normal ard subnormal oned.

Coneclusicns
From the data presented In Chapter III and Chapter IV
toa following conecl usions have bssn drawne
1. The beague alms are in harmony with the alms of
modern education and with t ke miding prinelples which were
used in formulating the current courses of study for the
publiec schools of Texsas.

2. The method used to reach the cobjectives, thmt of

85
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competitive effort Wl h certaln honors and swsrds given
to bhe w inners, 1s approved by the majority of the superw
inteandent 8 interviewed, but must be used with great care
1f the activitie are to be of any walue indmracter
build%ﬁg.

S». In some schools in Johnson gounty too much stress
has baeen placed on winning the contests and teoo 1little on
dki11 end mod sportsmanshin.

4, The Leapue program, inpractice, has orovided too
much for the superler pupils te the exelusion of the normal
and” subnormal punils in some Johnson County schbolé in some
of the c ontests,

Be Special contests where this s beon trus In the
maj‘orify of the schools arg the number sense and the ready
writera'! contes:ts,

6. The music eontests, though not supported by a
graat ma jority of the schools, have met witha great dsal
more Intarecst wit hin the schools who supported them tian
any other activitic s offered by the League.

7. The League, in plen ard in practice, provides for

constart cheangs to meet the growl ng and ckanging rneeds and

interests of the school childrsn, though the ; ar of wmembere
schools to effect these eanees is limited.
8. All asctivities of the *esgue ave subject to teacher

guidarc e, and sccording to the ma jorlty opinion of the



superinterdents interviewed, teachers are not unduly
burdensd by the added responsibility of the contssts but

ere provided with a challenge to do more effective teaching.

9, The League activities on the wile provide intersst-

ing and dynamic experlences, but som ;ﬁéck of intercat 1s
sasn 1n some schools in some of the cwrtests,

10, According to the opinions and cbservations of the
superintendert® interviewed, the League progmm tends te
improve arnd perpstuate the ideals and practices of democracy.

1i. According tm‘%ﬁif opiniens and observaticns, the
League activlties grovidve educative experisrces for effect ve
participatio n in sccisl life.

12, The Lesgue activitiss help the schools to mest
some nf tie furdemertsal nesis of the child.

13. The me jority of the scheols favor continwame
ef the Leagus program,

14, ¥ost of the sugrestions for improving the League
were not complalnts apgeliret t’e way inwhich the District
Meet was conducted nor againat the League plan as a whole,
but were étga;gestiona that could be effected by tl» 1in-

dividual schools 1In the county.

Recommendations
An analysis of 8 11 the data presented in this study
pmmyts the followhg recommerdatims:
1. That éhe elementary schools of Johnson County
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continue tsir program of Leasue sctivitime

2. That the schools place more atreés on k11l and
good sportsmanship then on winnirg the conteats.

%, That tre schools strive to make thdr beacus
Progrem veach the ma lority of the punids rather than to
allow supericr pupils to monopelize any of the activities,

4, That the schools irwestl-ate the number sense ard
ready writers' cormtests to detsrmine why they have bsen so
poorly recelved by the pupils Ir ordsr that fzprevement
or replaca:ent of thsc ontests pay 'fm evart ual 1y effected.

5, That the scheols not mriticingting 1n ths musle
contests invest ipate the powibilities for music ediwcation
not provided by tle schools in this contest,

6. Tt eschof the schools ovauluats its own program
of Laspgue activities ench vomr to determine whather oy mot
1t ‘8 glving the maximum of Interm sting and worthwhile
aducati ve exporlences to & majlorily of the elemert ary

nunile.



APPENDIX

QUESTIONKAIRE CONCERVING THE UNIVEHSITY INTERSCFOLASTIC
LEACUE ACTIVITIES IN THE ELENENTARY SCHOORS
‘ OF JOENSON COUNATY
This gquestionnaire iz designed to obtain mfﬂmatiun
roncerning the University Inb@rschel&atic League sctivities
in the slementary schools of Johnaon County that will bve
helpful in evaluating these activities as an eduwcatioml

procedure.

Cirele correct

| angwer
1. Does your school participate regularly
in the %¥gague cortests? Yes ¥o
| ’2‘ Did your school participats in the
‘ "L gue activitlses last ypur? Yezs Ho
3¢« Please check the events inwhich your |
school entered, the nurber of contoste
ants in t» 1initial tryout, the number
~ of ecortestanta sent to %e county meet
ard the nuwber.of piplls enbolled in
your ele mart ary school. '
Literary Evenss
mbaref {Sumber of | Humber of ,
| ontest« | Contest« Pupils ‘- B
Event nts in anty sent | Enrolled | Comments,
- nitial |to Dise in Crade if any
fryout {trict School

a8y Declamation
© Bubejunlor boys|
{under 10 yra. |

of ags)
- Sub-junior
girls

luder 10
yrs. of age)

|
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Literary Ezmnts~~ﬂantin&ad

Fasbor of | Hum o 0 unizer © '
contoet= | of Ceon~ | Pupils Commant s,
Events nts in testants {Bmrellad ir any
~rnitial sant to in Grade
tryout District] School
‘ Moot

Junior boys
{age 10«14)
Junisr girls
(age 10-14)

fay
*

Story-telliing
Boysa

Gradas 18
Girls

Oredas 1e-2
Boys

Srades 3-4
Girl

Grodes 34

Ca

Ready writerst
Boy.gr Girl

Qe

Spelling ard
plain writing
Grades 5-0
grades Tw~H

T

Number Sense
Bovs or Girls

To

Cheral Singing
{(Divis‘on A
(6rade school
snro llment more
than 60 pupils
Wab., l!}
Division B
{Grade schoel
enrollment less
than 80 puplls
Fah . 11&}

Fe

Hugic Apnreciation
Boys or Girls




gl

Athletic Events

Rvent g fnitial

W 6F of [Numbar of

Pupils
Enrolled
in Grade
School

Commert s,
if any

Termlis
Junior boys
sinples
funior girls
single s
Junior bys
doubles
Juniocr girls
doubles

b,

Volley~ball
Boys
Girls

Cy

~ 100~yard dash

Track ard
Pleld
80-yard dagh

400~yard relay

Pull-up {chin-

ning bar)

Running high
Jump

Running broad
Jugp

d.

Playgro und
bagsaeball
Juni~r Boys
Junicr Girls

ds

Irndicate by a check mark tiw m thod of

prepsration for Lasgue contests,

gllowing time for

a) Alloted contest to temhers durirg yser amd
averyone began preperation a8t a certdin time,
using a period or so a day for contat training.

b} Bach temcher took care of contest pre paration
- for her own grede and began preparation when
she felt it was necesssry.



¢} Bersan preparation at beginning of the year by

2llobing tasks to varicus teaclers and laving
them irncorporate contest preparation into tlre ir
regulsr scieol wrk,

d) Any other methed,.

5. Approximately 'ow many weeks were giver to
preparatlion for the se contasts?

6s Do you fesl that tis Len gue contssts required

too much of your tea char ' time, so thatt hey

may Mve been ferced to neglect theirp reguler

school duties? Yes Ho
7+ Do you feel that the contests provide a

challenge to your teachers to do more

effsetive temching? Yes No
8« Do you feel that the contusts provide a

challengs to pupils to & tHnrs well for the

satisfection of doirng them well? Yos Ho
9. Do you feel the League activities wrovide toe

mieh for t s "gifted few" to the exclusion of

the normal ad subnormal pupllis? Yos o

10. The econstituticn of the League states that the
ehjlect of the Loague s to foster among the
publiec shopols o Texag, 1nter-school COmpe=
titions as m ald inpreparction for citlzen-
@1 ip, Uo you feel that the Loague activitiesn,
8l the guidance inwlved 4in the, tend te
improve and perpetuats thre practices of
democracy in your schonl? Yes Ne

11. Do the contests promote inter-schonl
companionship? Yeos "o

12, Do the cmtests cauce closer covporstion an
frierd 1iness botween schocls? Yes Mo

15, Do the ectivitie s help your poplles to assume
svelal responsibility? Yes HNHo

14, Do your puplls enter the o nts stg willl ngly
ard enthusiasticalily? Yos Yo



15,

18.

17

i8.

19.

20,

21.

22,

93

Do the League contusts improve the expre ssion

of your pupils?

Do you approve of tlhe conisst method of
craating intermst in activitiesn?

Do you fasl that t oo mueh stress has besn
placed In some schovls on ¥inning tle
contost 2x too 1ittie on playing te gave
well?

De you find that the contests cause youy
teaching staff to be over-warked?

Are you in faver of eontinuance of League
activitiesnt

Are you in favor of continuarce of League
aetivities as o ndw ted?

Do you think that your achool patrons
would favor continuarce of the League
actlvities?t

What sugg-stionsg would you have for
Improving the Loague ard its activities?

Yes

Yez

Yeos

Yes

Yoz

Yes

Yag

Ho

¥o

He

Ho

No

No
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