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PREFACE

This study of the Russisn family entailed a great deal
of research in a fleld of unreliabls writings. There has
besn nuch written about Russis, since the Beveolutlon, which
1e blesed and untrus, Victor Kravchenko, a Russisn and one-
time Communist, wrote in his book, I Chose Freedom, that
Americsn snd English suthore were not writing the truth
about Russia elther deliherately or hecsuse they had been
hoodwinked during their visits to Russia, He deplored Wen~
dell Wilkie's book One World in which Mr, Wilkie told of con-
ditions in Rustels, XKrevchenko claimed he alded in the farce
which Stalin ordered played for the speciszl benefit of Mr.
Wilkie, so thet the true conditions of that pitisble coun-~
try could not be told to the world by so prominent a figure.

It hes been my problem to Sift the voluminous material
availeble and attempt to report my findinga. It is slmost
impossible to assume an unblased attitude toward the coun-
try and I am sure my personal views appear often in this
thesis., There 1s no need to prove that the famlly will sur~
vive Communism beceuse it does exist in this yeer of 1048
with s complete swing from extreme liberalism ih sex rela-
tions to extreme Purltanism, Whet tsakes place in Russis
this yeer and in the future is of vitel concern to the

111



visatern powers bacause the divergent views of the Tast and
the West are potentislly dangerous, There must be some com-
mon views of underatanding between the two to prevent &
third world war,

This study is divided into five chaptersy (1) The
Pamily Unit, (2) The Russien Men, (3) The Russian Women,
(%) Russian Children, and (5) Russian Fousing.

At the request of my major professor, I have used
footnotas only when quoting directly from & source of ma-
terial or whenr there was a difference of opinilon found in

the references.

80 E. Bﬁ'
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CHAPTER I
THE FAMILY UNIT

The Rusaisn peasant must be considered firvst in his
femily because befors the revolution in 1917 pessants made
up four fifths of the totel populetion of the country., Even
in 1948 the populstion remsins m

sdominantly rural with
about fifty-five per cent on farms amnd forty-five per cent
in towns and M&lﬂ} The pessant provided the force to
esrry out the revolution in 1917, &3 well ss many attempted
revolutions before thet time. It wes smong the “grest
families” of the peasant thet Communiem wes first prseticed
88 an economic measure. Yet, the pessents were most bit-
ter sgainst collective ferming when it was introduced by
Stelin.

The femily develops end chenges form at different
periods to meet the neseds of economic life., The pessant
was 2t one time free to come and go in Russis, which he diad
frequently, leaving the women end children et home to ferm
the smaell strips of lsnd., However, he graduslly becsme
tied to his lend without the right to lesve without his
lepdlord‘'s wMuian‘ These lawe binding the pessants

lrenry J. Taylor, "Russie: Pesce or Wer?" Your lsnd
end Mipe, pp. 7-8.



followed the war which expelled the Mongol invaders, Ilaws
or Ukezes were passed by Feodor Ivenoviteh in 1592 amd 1597,
by Boris Godounof in 1601, by Vassili Chouiski in 1607, by
Peter the Great in 1723, and by Catherine II in 1783, whieh
were made necessary to keep the Russien Provinces togetber.
The nobles were given land &s a rewsrd for services rendered
the Tgzar but soon discovered the pessants were running away
from their tyrenny. ZEach of the Ukeges bound the peasent
more firmly to the soil so that he virtualiy beceme & slave«
This was changed by the reforms of Alexender II, who freed
the serfs in 1861.

The freed serfs soon found there was not enough land
to go around even though meny migrsted to the sest. This
lack of land caused the “grest families” to develop. The
father became head of & household sometimes numbering as
meny &8s sixty men, women, and children, The sons brought
their brides home to live and if the work became too strenu-
ous the sons-in-law came home with their wives, thus in-
creasing the size of the family., Often an entire village
was one femily, under the control of the oldest mele. The
village, of course, grew into & group of releted femilles
under one head, They were responsible to him for the labor
necessary in the ferming, end turned &ll food and goods
over to him to divide among themselves or sell., 3Some mem-

bers of the feamily were sent to the cities to work and were
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compelled to turn their wages over to the hesd of the family.
This is fundamentally Communism, The head of the famlly was
called the bolshak, or powerful one, &nd the position was
usually hereditary, although sometimes the members of the
family elected him, He became responsible for taxes and,

if incompetent, could be replasced by the suthoritles by a
more intelligent and emergetic member of the femily. A
womsn beceme bolshak only if there were no msles old snough
to assume suthority. The bolshek's power was unlimited and
no one dsred to speak in his presesnce, or eat or drink
without his permission. But in spite of his unlimited
power, thers was usuelly harmony in the family if the
grendfather or great-grandfather wes the bolshask. However,
it was & different story if an uncle or brother wss chosen.
They were pertisl to their own brench of the family.

The bolshsk's wife superintended the work done by the
women of the community and ususally devoted her time to the
kitchen, sssigning the hard work to the daughters-in-lew,
The dsughter's-in-law position in the family was especially
difficult because it was considered humilisting for her if
she compleined. If the husband compleined of his wife, they
wers both punished, the wife for falling to obey him, and
the husbhend for not compelling her to obey. If the bolshak
could not control the sons or men in the family, he appealed
to the suthorities for help and if the son was unmarried he



wes punished by the suthorities., If s widew sppealed %o
‘the authorities becsuse of & dlsrespectful son, he was
punished whether married or not and regsrdless of his age.

The Communist type of family fell as & result of the
industrisl revolution. As long as the family wes typlcally
agrerisn and everyone made sbout the seame money or had the
same products to contribute, the "greet femily" was & suc-
cess,. Bub thﬁ bolshek started sending one son to the ocity
to work in the factory or be & coschmen for & noble famlly;
he sent snother son to cut wood and the wages were so dif-
ferent that the worker in the city could see no reason why
he should ssnd three or four times &s much money home &8
his brother. If snother brother was still at home he would
be consuming twenty to thirty ocups of tea and sugar & day.
The tes wss peid for with the money sent home. A. 3. Rap-
poport writes:

My hosts guzzled wlthout stopping: the combined

family ebsorbs nine hundred cups of tea dally.

© Without 2 word sech one keeps hls eye on the sau-

cers of the others, forcing himself to drink the

seme amount a8 his neighbour end watching thet no

one takes more then himself.

The desth rste in Russlia increased from twenty per
thousand &t the end of the sighteenth century to thirty-
five or even fifty per thousand by the end of the nineteenth
century. In cese of drouth 2 femine might wipe out entire

2p. 8. Reppoport, Home Life in Russia, pp. 85-86.
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villages, 'Thus in 1890, in the canton of the Government of
Pakov (whers the cholera had not been severs), "in one yesr,
not remerkable for any nstursal disast&r, of each thousand
of newly-born children, sged less than one yesr, 829 (82.9
per cent) died."> Between 1901 and 1904 the death rate
dropped to thirty per thoussnd and improved still more be-
tween 1905 end 1914, According to official figures in 1912,
eighty-two per cent of the people of Russia sﬁffered from
disease or other ailments. There was one doctor for each
13,000 city people and one for each 21,000 country people.
Disesse wes expected among the pe&santa end en epidemic was
catastrophic.

The high mortelity is not surprising consldering the
filth, enﬁ poor food of the psople. The food of the aver-
sge worker wes blsck bread st noon snd & bowl of soup with
more black breed in the evening. This was made of rye or
barley, never from wheet since it was exported. It had much
straw and other rubbish in it. All crops were poor bLecause
the pessant dld little fertilizing or irrigstion and the
most primitive farming implements were used. The average
erop was 7.7 bushels of whe&t per acre com@ared'with'seven-
teen bushels in France, 19.3 bushels in Germany, end 30.8
bushels in Englend. The cansumption of bread gralns in Rus-
sie was only 7.6 hundred weight per person during the five

3g. Alexinsky, Modern Russia, p. 147.
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years mreceding the first World War while Canedians used
26.5 bondred welght of grain per person. Bread is the sta-
nle féad of Russis, often the only thing on the teble to
eat, which is not the case elsewhere.

In some sections of Russis the potato became the cus~-
tomery food with 8 little thin soup or gruel of black rye;
or s little cabbage, boiled in water. Tee 2150 beceme most
important end wes drunk in huge quantities, although 1t wes
herdly more than sliightly colored boiled water. Neet wes
eaten on Sundey but by the twentieth century the pessant
ate mest only three or four times & yeer. A1l the wheat,
hogs, and steers were s01ld to get enough money to pay the
taxes.

Contrast with this the dimmer of the noble family. The
dinner begins with the zakousks, which is & nmmber of cold
dishes on & sideboard. Here 1s to be found the cavier,
smoked ham, dried salmon, potted fish, chicken, smoked
sturgeon, and game. Soup, meet, and dessert then complete
the dinner.

parmine gives & slightly different version of the sit-
getion wheve his grandperents lived neer Umen in the Ukreine.
Ye describes the quantities of frults end vegetebles in mar-
ket where & bucketful of cherries, a sack of potatoes, or
of peers cost little more than an smericen penny. For helf

& cent two huge watermelons could be purchased. Plles of
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herd candy, cakes, and barley-suger figures were also there.
fiowever, et times his family lived days together on thin
grnel.a _

The first World War brought many chenges in the family,
The men were called into the army to fight Germany, which
left the old men end young boys et home with the women.
grops must be planted and harvested, the factories must
have workers to produce munitions and the women filled the
vnid left in the renks of labor. Without the akili or
strength to do sll this work, the food supply begen to fall
off sharply, end meny msnufsctured srticles dlsappearaed
from the merket. Prices rose, bresd lines formed in the
eity, end occasional riots were staged 1in Moscow and Petro-
grad, Even more depressing were the overcrowded h@s@iﬁals
of wounded men coming from the front. The people began
to get lethargic and weary without the will to keep up the
struggle ageinst the Germans. Boys collecting for the Red
Cross were belng turned away without any gift. The pecple
were getting hungry and wanted the govermment to give thaml
food. | |

This begsn & modificstion of the family, since s0 meny
women no longer had men trying to demand obedience of them,
These women slaved at their factory or farm tasks, lesrning

meny things about the world that had been hidden from them

44, Barmine, One Who f_s;uﬁive_ s P. 30,
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before. The new knowledge revesled the rights women had
been missing, 21sc the rights the poor clesses had been
denied by the nobles and kulsks.® Women joined wholehearted-
1y in the underground movement of the revolutlonists and

gave added impetus to the outbreak of civil war.

in eerly Me2rch, 1917, the workers went on 8 strike and
breed riots wers staged. The Petrogred garrison was won
over to the siﬁe}@f the workers end the functions of the i
clvil government ceased. The revolution soon ayraaﬁ to the
army end the soldlers disposed of their officers. The Tzar
ebdicated on Marech 15, 1917, eénd & provisional govermnment
wss set up by Kerensky. The Mensheviks were wesk and the
Bolsheviks, under lenin, took over with lenin as Premler
and Trotsky, Commissar for Foreign Affelrs. Every effort
of the European powers to dislodge the revolutionists and
restore the Romenovs failed, leaving the Bolsheviks in con-
trol,

Alterations in lsws on marriege, sbortion, snd divorce
begen & profound chenge in femlly l1ife. The women wers
given equal rights with men in marriage end in work at the
factories. They could hold any position they were capable
of hendling and drasw the same pay &8s & man for the same

type of work. HNow the women could earn her own living,

S"gulak" was & term used to designate & rich pessant
who had made money out of the poorer class, A peasent who
refused to cooperste with the government, slso, was ordi-
narily & kulak.
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marry or remain single, and have children or not as she
plessed. There was no effort on the pert of the government
to break up thg family, e&lthough some men sand some women
wers in favor of that step. The government fomnd the
femily, with edjustments, necessery to the maintensnce of
social stabllity, The ihdiviéualistie ides of a family
unit held 1little threst to the collectivist efforts aof the
Bolsheviks, besceuse Communism is really sn extension of

the collectivism of the family. Substitutes, slthough
varied and appeaiing, were just in the state of development
and the Communists did not plen to speed the collepse of
the family.

One form of substitution for the family is the "Com-
mane” or "Collective," in which the msmbers rent a‘barrack-
like room, or rooms, &nd all live together. The members
were mostly young and both men and women. The got together,
a dozen or more, to rentthe rooms and form a commune Or &
collective. The commune received sll their pay and other
income in the common fund, but & collective only took part
of the income from esch, enough to take carse of the cosis

f housekeeping and property used in common, There were
probably two ressons for the club 1ldea of living: first,
1t was putting the collective theory into practice; snd
second, 1t was the only solution te the houslng shortage.
This was very similer to the originsl family life of the
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peasants under the Tgars. However, there were some lmpor-
tant differences, The new commune did not hold the plow-
land and stock in common, relying totelly or lsrgely on it
for subsistence. The modern domestic commune was based on
the shering of income; though some members worked in fac-
tories, éﬂme in offices, end some in colleges. The purpose
was not to be & commune in the esrning but in the spending
of money., These communes were not sltogether successful
becsuse some married each other and they had 1ittle or no
privacy. Some were expelled for not living scecording to
the rules laid down by the majority end some left beceuse
they could not tolerste the restrictions.

The family hss slweys been held together by the common
bond of private property. The father sought te emass’
wealth and property for his old age, or to pess on to his
children, but in Russis 81l privete property wes ebolished,
especially in the ¢ity. This proved & shattering force to
the femily for some years following the revolution, Other
forces which ceused the femily to lose its binding power
wes tha’establiahmsnt of community kitchens, leundries,
marseries, parks, theaters, and other institutlons. This
was necessary if both parents continued to work. Many
parents worked at different pleces and on different shifts.
Neither héd time, or inclinetion, to take care of the baby

or the meeis., Ienin said thst & nation could never be
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free if half of the populstion was enslaved 1n the kitchen.
The proletarian family no longer had the support of
law and religlon to bind it together. The forms of mar-
riage were simple and flexible, calling for the virtues of
loyslty snd love to keep it binding. Chastity beeam& de~
sirable as a protection to individuels and their offspring.
Marriage wes 8 free assoclation of & men &and a woman, of |
children and psrents. Parents could not demasrd obedlence
of their children except through superiority of intelligence
and experience. Out of the confliet and pain of these
rules, the new femily begen to emerge and found itaglf'atill
the primery socisl unit. h
Another modification of the femily ceme aboul becsuse
of the rapid transition of Russie into sn industriel systen.
The need for workers brought the peasants flocking into the
crowded cities. Here they crowded into & room &8s closely
&8 in the pessant huts of the "grest femily," only this time
they were not living with brothers, sisters, cousins, un-
cles, and sunts. They were fortunste to get into rooms with
atrangers. The Communistis had grest theories about houses,
or large comforteble epertments, for every family, but in
practice it did not work out that way. Instead, there was
not room for sdditionsl members of the family and women
went to the State doctors for an sbortion when they became

pregnent. The size of the family fell to new lows in births
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&nd desths had risen in proportion to the number of births
bscause of the unbelievéble smount of filth in the homes.
Another factor in modifying the family unit was the
theory of prices for goods end labor. Supply and demend
no longer controlled prices; they might be changed only by
the government. This lixing of prices and wages eliminsted
the workers from the unequal bargeining power of the indi-
vidual in buylng scarce goods or in getting good wages dur-
ing & period of unemployment. The cost of living was the
prime considerstion in establishing the wage of the Rus-
slan laborer. Politlosl policy may, for & while,rﬁﬁrn a
large percentage of the naetionasl income into expanding in-
dustry and rehsbilitation but with the completion of new
industrial units the wages of the worker will rise, giving
him & new high standard of living. Thus theorizes Susen
Kingsbury in Fectory, Femily and Women in the Soviet m.é
In practice the theory feiled bacause food beceme scarce
during the famine of 1921 end the factories did not produce
as large quantities of goods as before the war. Every in-
dividuel beceme & competitor with his neighbor for the
scarce ltems and the lew of supply and demend stayed in
force. The need of & place to live in the cold winter of
Russla drove the price of & corner in someone else's apart-

ment high, Prices rose to such an alsrming figure that

3usan Kingsbury end M. Fairchild, Factory, Family and
Women in the Soviet Union, pp. xxii-xxiil.
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with both the man end the woman et work, the family could
not buy more food then was nesded for bare existence. Then
to thelr dismay there wes not enough food to buy in the gov-
ernmsnt stores. This forced everyone to try buying food on
the bleck market at even higher nrices,

The Commmists were the first to put social insursnce
into general prectice, They went much further then the
United States in their coverage, Social ineursnce covered
every phase which affected the stendsrd of living. It pro-
vided funds for nurseries, esre of new-born children, feed-
ing of the infants, and pre-school srgenizations such as
kindergasrtens and pleygrounds. Socisl inBursnce provided
funds for individuels to receive medicine, prophylactic
treatments in hospitals, clinics, md sanitoriums., It pro-~
vlided dental and orthopedic c¢linics; oculist and optiecal
care; with all the medicines and equipment needed by the
individual, It further provided health resorts and rest
homes for the workers to use during vacations or while re-
covering from illness. Workers suffering from complete or
temporary incapascity due to industrial accldent or disease
were taken care of sccording to the degree of incapaeity.
Pensions for these unfortunetes began at once for workers
of three years' stending. The pay sllotment was based on
their highest earnings during the preceding five years,
Though the pay did not exceed & fixed amount, there was no
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time 1limit on how long they were to receive it, except that
they must resume work as soon 83 possible.

There were other regulations governing soclal insurance.
During the first five days of disebility, only seventy-five
por cent of the wage was received, but after thaet & hundred
per cent wes received if constant care was required; other~
wise, only seventy-five per cent. If the heed of the family
was killed in an industrisl sccident and left behind him st
least three members of his ramily, they received seventy-
flve per cent of his wege., If the death wes due to natursl
causes, the family received only two thirds of his wage.

0ld-age pensilons were introduced in 1928 for workers
in specific industries and extended to cover sll workers
whether men or women, in 1937, Women were eligible to re-
celve them when they were fifty-five if they had worked for
twenty years, but men must be sixty, and have worked for
twenty-five years. The wage received by the workers during
their last year of labor wsa the basis for & pension which
wae fifty per cent. Here, agsin, was theory failed in ac-
tuel practice. O0ld men took Jobs bresking rock to repair
the streets during sub-zero weather to supplement their
pitiful pittance, or begged from door to door, or still
worse, rummaged in garbage pails for seraps of food. 0ld
women would only beg or dig in the gsrbage. All these
things had & profound effect on family life.
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Russle, before the revolution, wes filled with churches
&nd smell shrines where the peonle knelt in devotion, There
was sqarcely & street without 1its cluster of red and green
minarets, ¥very shop, private reom; boat cabin, hut, and
shrine had its fcons. Catholicism wes firmly estsblished
&8s the State Church and everyone went to church every
Sundsy. The few struggling Protestant churches were smell
and poor. The priests in Russis were rich, drunkards, im-
morel, and cared little for their parishes. Thelr riotous
living antagonized the pessants, although they continued to
g0 to church driven by their fesr end superstition, which
were liberelly encouraged by the yriasﬁe,

The church under the Tsars scted as secret police. The
priests in the confessions were sble to discover masny plots
agelnst the throne and the nemes of the conspirators. This
information was given to government agents, Tens of thou-
sands suspected of sympsthy with the revolutionists were
ferreted out by the church &nd sent to exils or execution.
The Orthodox Church would tolerste nope of the 014 Believers
of the Greek Church sand had the government send thousends of
them to the forest and wastelsnds in exile. It is no wonder
that the church brought the hete and distrust of the people
upon itself.

Perhaps the most serious blow to the femily ceme from

the attacks of the Communists egeinst religion. They
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proposed sthelism a&s the national religion and turned most
of the Russians swsy from the churches, Judsism and Chris-
tianity. The Church and the Bible have slways exelted thé
family, end sanctifled the position of thg‘fathar and mother
in the home. Christisnity constently tesches that the wife
myst submit to the hnsbaﬁd eand the children must honor and
obey thelr parents. The opposite view as asgumaé and
taught by the Communists had far~reaahing:effect upen the
atability of the Russien home and femily life. The chilf |
dren did not heve to obey thelr perenta.an& oftqn'g&va the
orders that governed the home. The wife now had eéual |
rights with thé husband and could get & divorce ény time
she wlshed, Atheism becsme extremely popular with young
people and children. In schools, even kindergartens, a
child whose parents still belleved in christianity was
shunned and leughed &t by the other children. A child
sterting to school, wearing the cross or other symbols of
Catholicism, was peraeeutad,by the other c¢hildren until he
stopped weering the hated objects,

Church bulldings were still plentiful in Russia be-
fore 1930, but were elither &basndoned or converted into mu-
seums, hospitals, or other public buildings, It took a
thorough search to even locete & bullding being used &s a
chureh, Januery 23, 1918, the Church wes separated from
the Btate, and its great estates were distributed among the
pegsants. The Church could no longer educate the children,
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School buildings became the property of the State although
religious societies conld use them free of charge, if re-
quested by twenty or more versans., They must meintsin the
property or forfeit 1t to the State. This was espaeially 
édv&n@aggeua to Protestants, since Catholicism was no longer
tolerated, | | | |

The Communist wee & zeslot alweys eager to meke Gon-
verts, hoping thet the unbeliever would soon see the light
&nd embrace the felth, He fought the Chursh for fear that
it might restore the old order. At first he fought only the
Orthodox Church because of its hold on the peasant, yét
disregarded his sociel problems. Later he ineluded the
Protestent churches and determined to exterminste any re-
ligion except “Anti-religion,"

To reslize the atrength of the Protestant me?ement‘wa
must examine the stand taken 8sgeinst the Protestants by the
catholie Church. When the new religlous movement first ap-
pesred in Russias under the Trars, it was tolerated 25 being
of 1ittle significence, but es soon &s it showed 1tself
capable of esttracting converts tha Church begen perseeution
to suppress the Protestants. Burprisingly, the Protestents
would not be suppressed but throve under persecution &ad
spresd because of the devotion of each individual. It was
not & ceremony but 8 way of life. The two outstanding

sects were the Baptists and the Fvangelical Christisns,
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These people were very devout and the members who could
read teught the ones who could not, so thet z21l coulad stndy
&nd ponder the truths of the Bible. They had no forms of
worshlp except baptism and music, Their cholirs were among
the best of such organizetions in Russine, They besnned the
use of liquor, tobasceco, sbusive languége, dancing, the
thester, and other indulgences of the flesh, They did not
hesltate to use sociels, parties, end other types of pleas-
ures, not considered worldly, and adoplted eagerly the modern
methods of sgriculture and the habits of thrift and clean-
liness of the Germens. They became the most progressive
farmers in Russia,

With the coming of the Revolution the Commmnists were
eager to enlist the aid of the Protestants, who had been
persecuted by the Catholics., The suppression of the Ca-
tholiec Church gave Protestants & new opportunity to preach
their doctrines. Msurice Hindus in Ihe Great Offensive writes

thet he found the Protestents out in the open everywhere,
preeching on the streets, in the bazears, and in churches,
the fundementals of their religion. In 192% they were to
be found in city after eity end village &fter village de-
bating with Communists.” Baptists and Evangelicals were
using thelr new-found freedom to emphaelze the sceial
phese of their faith, It wss in meny weys in harmony with

TMaurice Hindus, The Greet Offensive, p. 168.
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the ohjectivéa of Communism, The Protestants organigzed
¢lubs, motual-aild socleties, and co-operatives; they de-
veloped and encoureged music and social life; and made con~-
verts all over Russaia, Philosophy, kindness, socilal guld-~
ence, practical help, and geod~fellowship were something
new in religion and they resembled meny &spects of Com-
munism, Many people turned to the new religion for spiri-
tuel consolation end guidance, Even young peopnle, with all
the attrections of the new freedom in morals and socisl
life, found the new raligign attrsctive and accepted 1ts
prineiples a8 & way of life.

The lswe of Bolsheviam forbade any religious group to
hold educetional clesses fop young people under eighteen,
but made no objection to plonies, musical groups, festivals,
and other forms of &ssembly. ‘The young people of the Bap-
tists organized the Baptomol and the Christisns, the Chris-
tomol, in imitetion of the Komsomol of the comwuniat young
people., They stressed the importance of cultiveting good
hebits, politeness, self-control, morsl living, friendli-
ness to stréngers, reapect of elders, industry, end chiv-
alry toward women. They were so successful in these ob~
Jectives that the press chided the young Komsomeols for lag-
ging so fer behind, Wwhile other religions were losing their
following, Protestants were geining new followers dally be-
cause they offered & purpose of living and immediste re-

turns on religion.
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When the Bolsheviks realized the strength and influence
of Protestantism, they became snnoyed and slarmed, Con-
sldering it 8 new menace, they sttecked the Protestants by
cartoons and vamphlets along with the kulak, the priest,
and the bootlegger as snemies of the state. The ceuses of
this shift eor polliey went deepsr then Just fear of their
religious influence. The Communists believed in Derwints
theory of evolution; they held science to the law of the
land; they sponsored divorce, sbortion, birth control, and
the mixing of the Sexes. The Protestents believed only the
truths of the Bible and 1ts story of the creation of man-
kind, They belisved in the sanctity of marriage &nd the
permanence of the family, ?hay forbade divorce, abortion,
and birth control. They taught egainst &dultery, encour-
eged segregation of the Bexes, and otherwise counteracted.
the theories of the Communists. This was the end of tolera-
tion of any religion by the State.

The battle beceme even more bitter when Stalin began
his collective ferms. The Protestents’ stronghold wes
8mong the pessants; their people were the thrifty pessants
who did net condemn private property. The co-operatives or
the Protestants were the most successful in Russie; in
mény instences the ca-ope?ativas set up restaurants which
were the best eating houses in the city. Bveryone went
there to eat snd the profits were high. As far as the state
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was concerned, these co-operatives were privately owned,
Stalin's collective farms were operated by Communists whose
idess of family, merriage, religilon, and the relstions of
men snd women would never be tolersted by the Protestants,
Gollectivization would take the children from the Protes-
tant perents &nd send them to Communistic kindergartens,

8nd schools in which they would be teught Anti-religion
eand would slip away from the influence of home, family; and
parents. The Bolsheviks would never allow the Protestants
to form their own collectives but insisted on supervision
by & Communlst, whose way of life could not be sccepted by
the Protestants,

A deadly blow to Protestantism wes the lsw of April,
1929, which applied to all religlous organizations but hurt
the Protestants in particular. Though ressserting the
right of the individual to worship a8 he pleased, it per-
mitted propsgandas only for Anti-religion. This put &n end
to further missionsry work, and to preaching in the streets
or places not recognized as & church, The law further pPro-
hibited & clergymsn from presching for more than one §0n~
gregetion at & time. ¥Ne could no longer visit another con-
gregation then his own. Another provision of the law pro-
hibited a religious body from using its sdministretive func-
tions. This stopped all participation in clubs, aid so-

cleties, snd co-operatives, Since these orgenizations were
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&n attraction for many of the Protestsnt~congregations,
they lost both members and prestige. Thelr children were
Sovietized, which process included, among other ebjectidn~
able things, atheism. Thus the Communists attempted to de-
stroy the last stronghold of the family end of religilon.
The success of the Communists in suppressing the
churches in Russia may be seen from the description of &
church, found after & long sesrch, by Clcely Hemilton, The
bullding had many broken windows which could not be re-
pleced for lack of funds., Brenches of evergreen had been
woven to the lattice of the window frames in an attempt to
keep out the cold. A priest snd & little old women prepared
the bullding for the services. Sprays of box wers scat-
tered on the bere floor, and there were no seats, They
hung old draperies end tied bows of tawdry ribbons around
the large cendle-sticks and lighted the candles, The con-
gregation begen drifting in by ones and twos until there
were about forty to fifty assembled. Most were 0ld, bent,
and gray-heired. Two small children csme with old ladles,
possibly thelr grandmothers. They all kneeled and bowed
&nd crossed themselves. The children would soon be laughed
and scorned away from the church by their schoolmates and
taught atheism by their teachers, leaving only the old peo-~
ple in the church, A state that insists on being supreme
will not permit its subjects to worship & Supreme Being!
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The Soviets were seemingly successful in wiping out the
worship of the Supreme Being, which had & deep and profound
effect on the family.a

After an investigstion of the family in Russie during
1926, Msurice Hindus in Humenity Uprooted wrote thet the

family wes not in ruins. Even though most of its support-
ing pillers were removed by the state, it wes surviving the
test., Divorce hed reached &n alarming proportion ip the
citles where nerves, due to housing shortages, the high
prices, and vnoliticael tension, made the men and wife irri-
table. But even these divorced men and women remarried,

if not to esch other, then to other parties and the family
was preserved., In Moscow where & million five hundred
thousand people lived there were only 1.6 divorces to every
ten msrriages, "As long s men and women thrill to eech
other's presence and re&ch out for each other's companion-
ship and affection, they will enter into unions and mein-
tein some kind of family."® Men and women have alweys
wanted to get away from the busy world on occesions and
seek the companionship of loved ones for council and in-
splration, Parentel instinct continues to mske 1ts demands
known and these fectors will preserve the femily. The
femlly of Russia during the years bsfore World Wer II con-

sisted of & union of lovers end with the ea&se of divorce it

IMsurice Hindus, Humenity Uprooted, p. 144,



could hardly ever bhe more then such & union,

According to a survey conducted during the yesrs of
1929, 1930, and 1931 by Susan Kingsbury snd Mlldred Fair-
child, the femlly was much better off in 1931 then it wes
the two previous yesrs. The following tsble gives & sum-
mery of thelr findings:

TABLIE 1 |
THE AVERAGE INCOME OF THE RUSSIAN WORKER'S FAMILY

e S e e

Per Member of Family
- 1929 1930 April, 1931

Average totsl income per
month {in ruhlas?..... 28,47 32.60 39.57

Baslec wege of hesd of
family per month
{in rubles)..cooeue..| 24,31 27.92 27.437

Per cent of income from
accial insurance,
beneflts end interest,
and other members of
the famlly.eecnvesrsons 14 .60 9.90 - 13.90

Interest eand debt peyments sdvanced slightly, food costs
increased, and rent decressed from year to yesr, More income

wes apent for alathing, food, and other necessities,10

1°K1ngabury snd Fairchild, op. e¢it., p. 233. For & dif-
ferent viewpoint on the condlitions of F the economics of family
life see I Was & Sovliet VWorker by Andrew Smith. However,
Smith d1d no%t ge to Russia until 1932.
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The death rate improved by fifty-seven per cent Iin 1930
over that of 1901-1904, Medlcel sciance advenced and‘thﬁra
were many more treined doctors, both men and women. At the
same time the birth rate declined by about one third through
the use df}eantraceptivea and legalized sbortion, However,
because of better conditions and greater knowledge of child
care, the infent death rate fell and populastion increased.
The life span of women rose from thirty-three and nine-
tenths yesrs in 1907-1910 to forty-six and eight-tenths
yeasrs in 1926-~1927. During the seme period the average
1life of men had increased from thirty-one snd hine~tentha
years to forty-one and nine-tenths years. Compered with
1ife expectancy in the United States and other sdvanced
countries, Russis wes still fer behind in medicines, sci-
ence, housing, safety precautions, and 1living conditions.

Clubs beceme the prinecipsl socisl center 21l over the
country, sttracting men, women and children from factories,
stores, and scheools. Meny large factories set up complete
¢lub centers. Smaller estsblishments united with contigu-
ous establishments for the same purpose. These centers
took meny responsibilities from the family, such as super-
vising the home 11fe of the children. The club cccupled
most of the lelsure time of the workers. Each had a librsry
for children where the best books by famous suthors could
be read, Committees were set up to get better books,
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periodicals, and radio broadeasts, Many redio stations
sponsored special progrems. About twanty minutes e dey
were sat aside to entertsin and educate children five to
eight yesrs of age, and forty minutes were reserved for the
older youngsters. Experiments were conducted to ses what
kind of programs most appesled or were best suited for !
educetion, All these improvements for the femily sre car-
ried out in the clups. They introduce new gemes, provide
educetion for adults, or devote time to politiecal ques-
tions, ‘They sssumed greater importance in daily living

88 working hours were decressed. It took the social sery-
ices gnd amnaemants out of the h@ma life of the famiiy,
which went to the elub. There some played gsmes or read,
 others attended clesses, the theater, or movies. However,
the femily was together, es st home, with e grester variety
of entertalmment to choose from then in the home. Parks,
rest homes, and vacstlon homes or cemps ere prbviiad by the
state for the workers,

The state took more support from the home by srranging
communal feading, communal laundries, state stores, and
other socialized living srrangements., The factories first
sterted building kitehans &nd dining haelis whers the mid-
dey meal eould be bought for Just & few cents. Then the
worker found 1t possible to eat other meals there or take
the prepsred foods home for the fam&ly; graded to suit his

or her income. The lunchrooms were light, siry, end clean
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with plenty of room for everyone, eccording to the Gammun-_
ists. But these lunchrooms failed also for several ressons,
First, soclalized feeding proved too profitable, reaching
one hundred to two hundred per cent; second, the limit of
good traihsﬂ cooks was rare; third, the scarcity csused the
serving of spolled foods by the lﬁnahra@ma, to be cdnsumed
by the workers. Fourth, there wes little or no attempt to
keep the lunchrooms clean. Fifth, there were not enaugh
dishes or knives, forks, snd spoons, Sixth, the capacity
of the dining halls wes oversstimeted and there was never
enpugh room for the workers or enough food or spece to
serve 8l1l. Seventh, feoctory officials ete in separate
rooms, and were given better food then the workers, yet the
latter paid as much. This was not Communism but class
Begregstion. The workers were not happy.
Bfforts were made to improve conditlions. Some urged
that dining rooms be under the supervision of the Central
Board of Msnagement of the Commisssriat for Internsl Supply.
This was to be done in Moscow, leningrad, and the industrieal
centers of the Donetgz Basin, In the rest of Russils the
kitchens were to be left under the consumers' co-operstives
but under the supervision of the All-Union Co-operative
Board of Communal Peeding. This sceomplished some improve-
ment, However, new apartment houses were equlpped with

kitchenettes or large kitchens for several spaertments,
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large spertment houses mede innovations in the field of
leundries &nd beths. To greet central lsundries sll fami-
lies in the housing unit could send their clothes to pget
them done cheaply, eliminating hend laundry work epd its
waste of time, thus glving women more leisure. This s&lso -
feliled &s the clothes came bacik with lerges holes, if they
ceme back at 811, Tt was hoped that =11 epartment houses
could be equipped with the best méchines of interest to
women. OSupplies prevented this. Centrel stesm bath houses
were built where patrons wight rest and relax. - These, too,
proved imprectical beceuse they were never kept cleen ang
1t was incenvenient end too expensive for everyone Lo use
this system.

8t111 enother experiment wes tried and sti1} survives,
The state set up storss and supply lines to provide the pro~
duce, weres, and menufactured goods in 8l1 parts of Russis,
Consumers! co-operatives were also set up to hendle the dis-
tribution of consumers!' goods and this type of store handled
the bulk of trade for the workers. These two types of
stores absorbed two thirds of the earnings of the entire
working populastion and distributed eighty to ninety per cent
of the industrial goods. Theee stores, belng controlled by
& centrsl committee, should rush goods where needed to fil1l
demends, BHere agaln Communistic hopes end theories feiled

in practice. The peasants refused to sell to the state and
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the co-operatives, vreferring the better prices in the open
markets (black merkets) and asserting that they did not get
& falr ahare of the profits from co-operatives, 4 separate
store served the G. P, U, (secret pelice) and high officials
in the government and faatoriex; This store saldyth& best
and riﬁaat &rticles for the same brice &s workers paid
for poor goods and often rotten produce,

Andrew Smith, author of I Was 2 Soviet Worker, became

disillusioned and bitter because the workers were exploited
by the Communists and by high officials, He found the
atores selling "tiny, rotten potatoss, green worm-es ten
apples, decayed fiah and so on, "1 Only the chsapaat and
most inferior goods were sold in stores open to the lowest
category of workers, (The workers were divided into seven
categeriaa, beginning with unskilled workers, The seventh
category received more psy, more privileges, end the right
to trade in the better stores, ) These poor workers paid
the ssme price for cheap and inferior foods &s did the
better peid workers for high quality foods. The quantity
of goods sllowed each worker was determined by & quota,
and to buy in the factory co-operative stores the shopper
hed to stend in llne for hours with the possibliity that
he would find empty, bare shelves by the time he arrived
&t the window,

llAndrew Smith, I Wes & Soviet Worker, p. 132,
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Workers fortunsie enough to have incomes other thsn
wages could buy the necessities of life in the open merket,
but at exorbitant prices. By 1932 the poor traded, #lmost
exclusively, in the bagssérs or open merket, Blsck bread
beceme the medium of exchange snd anything could be pur-
chased, The pessants ceme into the city with their chickens,
milk, eggs, and vegetebles to trade inm the bazsars, Even
old dirty regs found & buyer. For the vrivilege of tr&dimg
in the bagzasr the dealer pald the govermment two rubles a
day end & yearly tax, As Stalin put the pessants into col-
lectives &and endeavored te suppress the black market, the
bazasrs were wiped ocut and the workers esught buylng snd |
selling were punished. ‘

To add injury to insult, the eristocrats in the Kremlin
had thelr own store where articles of the finest quality
were sold, but & guard stood at the door and kept out every-
one who dld not have the food-card required, Workers were
not in thet cetegory. These officiels had silks, satins,
gold watches, esrrings, necklaces, and rings for their wives,
They were &ble to serve the finest foods on silver samovers
and used the beautiful silverware left behind by the White
Russians.

The peasants of 1932 and 1933 were still the bsckbone
of the nation and raised all the food for Russia, but they,

too, were exploited for the benefit of the bureasucrats.



31

They were alresdy on collective farms or would be soon.
Their crops were seized. They had collective restaurants
but the prices were so high that they could not afford to
eat there. Instead, the peasant hed for breskfast "tea”
(dried carrot or potato lseves) with blsck bread. The
bread was made from wheat straw, linseed, buckwhesat, and
other materisl which mede the bread clay-like. The peasants
ranged the woods for mushrooms snd berries or aﬁy other
edlble plsnt. If there wes & surplus of berries snd mush-
rooms a8fter filling the femily needs, the wife took it to
the c¢ity to trade or sell, and the children went along to
beg from door to door. Thousands were doing the same thing.
A vest change for the pessant who had plenty, and some of
them did, before the Communists came into power and started
collectives!

The rirst Pive-yesr Plen was put in foree in 1928 by
Stelin and one phase of the plan called for the collectivi-
zetion of the peasant to raise the ferm produce to feed &
growing industrial system. This was resisted bitterly end
most effectively by the peasents who refused to plant and
harvest crops., This brought & serious shortage of food in
1931 and 1932, which d1d not esse 8 great desl for the next
four or five yesrs. The second Five-yeer Plan was begun in
1633 amid much discontent and disgust on the part of the
pessant, The peasant family suffered shocks to its foundations,
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which nearly broke the family up among its strongest ad-
herentas,

The general revision of laws in 1936 mede some drastic
changes., Abortion wes ferbiddenvaxcapt for reasons of health!
Divorce wes made very difficult; children's ﬁéeuyity'was
enhanced. This was probably & result of demends by the
women, ,

Religion also obtained & 1ift by virtue of provisions
in the new constitution of 1936, which essed restrictions
on worship. In 1939 the new Soviet Republic of Lithuanis
gave priests, &8 well &8s peasants, a certein number of
acres of land from the public domein and in 1941 the seven-
day week was re-established, making Sunday the ré#t day for
all workers. The back-to-church move began to sweep Rus-
sis, and some young Komsomols, who once denounced the church,
begsn to insist thet a church wedding wes most proper. Most
of Moacow's one hundred and fifty churches had been closed
by the revolution in 1917. By 1939 fifty-five were open
and by 1944, more than sixty, while plans were under con-
sideration to restore and reopen others. About fifteen
thousand churches were open to public worship in Russia by
1944. Bibles and other religious material were being pub-
lished again by the end of World Wer II. High ermy offi-
cers were golng to church services, bringing their entire
staff, whether they were believers or not., The church was
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allowed to instruct children who wished to participate,

In 194%, the Baptists and Evangelical ehriatiang called
8 conference numbsring forty-five delegetes from all parts
of Russia, 1lneluding Siveris. They voted to establish sn
4l1l-Union councll of united Christians, Jews, Mohsmmedsens,
&nd Roman Qatholics were taking advantage of the hew Qﬁmr
muniat policy to reastore their meeting places., These sc-~
tivities wers sponsored by the Soviet for Church Affairs.
However, the battle for religion is not yet over. A@hﬁiam
is still taught in the schools and young people are still
under 1ts influence, sand indifferent to religlous ideas.

The family hes rageihad the support from raligiaﬁ, o
the support of laws against sbortion, and restrictions on
divorce, Communism bas yielded in many weys. It will be
interesting to waich the future development of the family.



CHAPTER II
THE RUSSIAN MAN

Man, since the begioning of Russien history, has been
tha Tzar of the houaahald He hed complete domination over
his wife end children who had no rights, There is much of
the Oriental in the Russian, énd his treatmwent of woman fol-
lowed that pattern, Marriege was arranged &nd often the
bride never sew the men she wes to marry until the wedding.
Even the church ensouragsa men to ahastiae their wives,
which was done heertily and often. In the "greet femilles"
the husband was punished if he did not mske his wife obey.
We most delve into the past environment of the Russisn to
explain his ettitude toward his family.

The peasant was enslaved end bound to the land by the
Tzars to keep him from wendering, ¥e had been s nomed, mov-
ing when he plessed. Sometimes whole districts were left
vecant with no one to cultivate the land and lsbor for the
nobles. The landowner could not pey his taxes, the goverp-
ment suffered from cuts in income. There were many tempta-
tlons for the peasent to accept the attrective offers of the
princes owning land on the Volge &nd they left the small
landowners who were unable to keep them. The defense of

34
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Russls depended on the smsll lendowners, The threat of the
N¥ongols was very real, so Boris Godunoff issued decrees in
the closing yesrs of the sixtaenth‘cantury, which bound the
peesants to the s0il., “There are cahfliﬁting accounts of the
quantitiea af‘foad he had te feed hia family., Ebwever, 1t
appears that th@ peasant had very 11ttle Yo eat, ang anly on
holideys did ths femily have meat. They were appresaed by
nables and landlerds.‘ The paaaant hed to labor for ths no-
bles so many dayn & year thet his own land would lie fallow
unless the wome

omen wurkad it. Hls farm wes mede up of stripe
of an acre or 1933. This was a waste of 1enﬁ as thera must
be & dividing ridge between his strip anﬂ hls neighborts
He might have s dozen or more strips scattered around ﬁha
village., It was an unhappy life and he was fraqueatly in
rebellion, fellowing ény leader who offered an easier life,
The changes in the ownership of land under Tzar Alex-
ender II, in the reforms of 1861, brought 1ittle relfer,
The pessants, however, were freed from serfdom by the erown,
and uarahiped Alexender II. ?heir love of wanderiag rg-
turned, end 8 rumor thet land uaa baing glven free in = dis-
trict meny miles away induced the peasant to lcad his family
and furniture into his wagon and set off at night or during
& fog so thet he could not be stopped. They might wander
for a long time, hunting the new free ha&a, only to find
that they had been deceived. With their savings and provisions
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gone, and the horses no longer able to pull the heavily
loaded wagon, their hope for & new life died. The land wﬁs
fertile but already settled. The government discoursged
these excursions but nothing eunld be done to stop them
sfter the pessants were freed.

The division of land under Alexender's reforms was not
fairly done. The size of the peasants' allotments ﬁas re~ |
duced by decree as 8 result of pressure by the powerful no-
billity end the price of land steadily rose. They were de-
prived of about one fifth of thsir pra-emancipatian heldiagn,
and their bitterness incressed when the landlords included
in these lands most of the wooded area, cholece erable par-
cels, and in the north where fertilization of the clay soil
was particularly nacasaary.l To aggravate this still fur-~
ther, the number of peassnts ln European Russia doubled
from 1861 until 1900, thus increasing the misery and pov-
erty of each femily. "This average holding per family,
which was thirteen acres in 1860, fell to niné &nd one-half
acres by 1880, and to é@v&n acres in 1900."% |

' The 1861 reforms braught repid chenges in rural Russis.
Some pessants were left landless, others lost their land to
the noblemen or more thrifty pesssnts, and some moved away,

These thrifty farmers added to their holdings end were known

lalrred levin, The Second Duma, pp. 157-158.
°E. A. Ross, The Russian Bolshevik Revolutiom, p. 14,
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88 kulaks after the revoluttﬁg of 1917. %ha‘"gﬁéﬁt fami-
lies” of fifty or sixty ma&b&fs developed between 1861-1917;
as industry grew many pessants went to citles. The lendless
men worked for very low wages, depressing & stenderd of liv-
ving already notoriously poor. The Russian peasant leborer
vin 1892 mede about the same income as laborers in British
In&ia, or & little more thean half &s much 28 the Italisan,
about & third as much as the German, ne fourth as much &3
the Frenchmen, &nd opne fifth ss mmch as the Englishman. In
1900 hiz annual income wes equal to that of an Americsn
farm hend for one month. From 1900 to 1910 wages ranged
from eighteen cents to forty cents per dsy, not including
board, This ceuld not keep a lesrge femily in food &nd
clothing, A cless of small landowners resulted from the
Stolypin reforms of 1906, The communes begsn to disinte-
gréte, and by 1911, six million families had scquired land.
The peasant loved the lsnd and geve everything he hag
to £111 the demands it made on him., He killed the thief
who stole from him and forced his wife end children to work
such long herd hours that they died. He felt no responsi-
bility for his own particulsr strips of land becsause they
might be teken from him at any time. Except for working he
did nothing to improve the land which supported him, believ~
ing the earth to be fertile enough without fertilization,
He cultiveted the corn snd vegetables that his father and
grendfather raised for their former mssters. No attempt was



38

made to improve his agricultural methods,

To incresse his income, he might set up a shop or
store, or hire out. His wages could not be taken from him,
His wife and femily tilled the soil while he was otherwise
Occupied, and when harvest time csme he called in the neigh-
bors, who would toll for the food he wes 8ble to give them.
O0ften this other work eanaiate§ of & fectory job in the
nearest city. Here he lsbored during the part of the yesr
when there was no prlowing to do, no erops to plant or reap,
He was not dependsnt on elther the ferm or the clty job so
he would work very cheaply in town to insure employment the
following yesr, Having & factory job partially freed him
from the land, so he neglected the farm, Until 1914 halr
of the industrial employees were said to be peasant part-
time leborers. Msny textile workers returned to their farms
overy year to harvest the crops. This was the principal
cause of the low standerd of living and working conditions
in the factories. lsborers could return to their villages
ény time they became dissatisfied with the ¢ity, secure
&n allotment of land, and resume ferming. This practics
was halted by the Stolypin reforms, which 1in ereating & new
class of small landowners, cut off the village peasants
from those who hed entered industrial plents. A new class
of proletasrist workers grew out of the jumble of ¢ity and

peasant wage-earners,
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The three or four million factory employees quickly
outgrew the simple idess and low stendsrd of living of
peasant city laborers and were stimuleted by clty life and
collective labor. They leasrned to reasd snd write, wsnted
goed clothes, acquired self-respect, learned @ﬂW'e»éivilized
humen being should live, and resented having to reise s
family in the dirt end £1lth, But despite incressed pay,
wages were st1ll too low to get the things they desired.
The average yearly earnings of the worker ross fzem‘ona
hundred elghty-seven rubles3 in 1899 to three hundred by
1913. In‘éoms Tactories and industries the worker was paid
five times that much snd in some the laborers received free
roome, hospitsl service, and schools. Miners and metal
workers made 88 much as thirty-five rubles a month, but
metch-factories paid their laborers es little as fourteen
and three-tenths rubles per month, shout seven dollers and
fifteen cents. Textile factories psld sbout seventeen ru-

& Russien weges in 1912 smounted to less

bles per month,
then one hundred twenty-seven dollars ss compared to one
hundred seventy dollars for the Austrien, two hundred eighty-
8ix dollasrs for the French, snd two hundred ninety-two dol-
lars for the English,

In 1912, when raw immigrent lebor commended one
dcller and sixty-five cents & dey in the industrisl

3The ruble was worth about fifty cents.

aﬁussn M. Kingsbury and Mildred Pairchild, Factory,
Femily end Womsn in the Soviet Union, p. 12.
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centers of the United States, thls class of labor

was pald about thipty cents 2 day in the 1ndustri&1 :

centers of Russis,d
By 1917 the Russian mechinlat received no more than eighty-
five cents a dey, but in the United States the same work
peld two dollers and seventy-five cents & day, Even meking
allowances for the inefficlency of the Russiesn laborer, as
gompared with one from Americe, the Russian recelved sbout
a third as much of the profits of his labor in wages &s 4ld
the Americen, -

~ The reletions of the Russian peasent to his family —

were much the ssme &8s those of the Oriental. HLs wife be-
ceme & slave to do his bidding in all he wished, She fed
him, mended his clothes, kept the house, did most of the
barnysrd tesks, and then worked beside him in the flelds,
if he was home to help. The sons and dsughters were not
allowed to express an opinion without his consent, Daugh-
ters-in-law became subject to the father's orders upon mev-
riage to his sons, Many times while his sons were in the
clty workling, in the slack sesson of farming, the father-
in-lsw supplanted his sons' places in the affections of the
daughters—-in-law, There were mmerous incidents of this
nature among the lower classes, especially when the son
was sway fighting., The peasant, when &roused, could become
extremely violant and dangerous because he lived in such

poverty, He beceme the mainstsy in the Revolution of 1917.

53@35, op. cit., pp. 22-23,
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The greatest fsult of the Russian was excessive drink-
ing. The villege tevern was always full of the habitual
tipplers, It was their club. Here they lesrned of the
world and met the mayer, the eristocracy, end other note-
bles of the sountry, The husband spent his time with his
boon companions et the tavern, rerely steaying home but if
hedld, he dozed on top of the stove, At social gatherings
the men dominsted. Even at church the women sat at the
rear apd could not participate in the services. The men
- did the singing, snd some might develop & falsetto $o sing
mmné and ‘mntrsfwa parts. The pessant wes very devout
although he might not understapnd the Orthodox ceremonies.
His z-éngiem was 'tinw with 2 great deal of supsratition.

The poaition of the (ossack was unique. Hardy wer-
riors, t!my played an importent role in Russian history.
Brave, generous, snd hospitable, they were violent when
their passions w::?e sroused. They loved war but cared 1it-

tle for commerce or industry. Both o0ld men and young were
festidious in dress. By nature they wers not content to
farm or work. eaiy war could satisfy their turbulent na-
tures., They were leadera in meny mbs:{lima, revolting
sgainst such rulers &s Pétcr the Great and Catherine XI.
After the government's inspireation of using The Cosssck as
cavalry units, snd guards for the Tzar, they beceme the
terror of Burops and Asls,
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The { saaeim did not form 2 regular army as dicl other.
Rusainm » beceuse they ma&rm meny tmits of rrmwt,
They had = colonel sppointed by the minister of wsy but re-
g#erved the right to select their omn leeders to serve under
him. %They were not subject to paymg, the same taxes as
other Russian subj‘wta + 8nd had ehaiz' own judges and. gen-
‘erel councils, They 4id not draw lots to see who had to .
serve in the Pzar's army but pledged th&maims to furnish
a required mmber of horses and men for service in Russis
or on her borders. The Cosssck furnished his own horse
&nd equipment and in return recelved a plet of ground i‘mm

sroment, which wes incressed at the birth of each
new son,

The Cosseck mpent nearly all his time out of doors,
returning home et rare intervals for 8 drunken spree. The
permanent part of a Cossack village was made up of very old
men, who could no iangar 80 with the troops, women, and
childmm . Boys learned to ride early in life. Vhile the
men hunted in time of peace, or fought in time of war, the
women cared for the lsnd and house, fed the cattle, and d4id
all the hard labor usually done by 2 men, As & result they
8ged serly, losing their besuty in their early thirties.
During rere visits et howe the husband was likely to best end
insult his wife. It was & hard life for the Cossack, his
wife, and his children,
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Since 1800, city pecple hed bought wool and wttmz

goods from Englend, Phey wa@m jtel
blockade beceuse it cut off materisls that could not be
made in Russia. However, textil$ mills began to develop
shortly afterwerd. The people in the central provinces
were supplied by the textile mills in Moscow, St. Petevs-
burg, snd other cities. The pessexts' clothing was hﬁwf
spun, mede from flax, hemp, or wool. These peassnts wobe
no underwear and in the summer tims their clothes consisted
of two germents, trousers and s smock. In the winter they
wore & sheepskin cost with the wool turned inside., Often
there was ah:ty one sheepskin coat for all the family.

i Nepoleon's Contine

ecarkla"*{‘:awmda boots were worn on helidays end specisl oc-~
casions. Shoes woven from strips of berk snd fashioned like
a moccasin wers the customary wesp to prevent cuts and
bruises but did not keep the féw:w;m or dry. The men
wrapped regs and strips of cloth eround their feet before
putting on the bast shoes, but the women knitted themselves
stockings. Clothing has a‘lmya been & gmhlaa; of first im~
portance to the Russisn, =
 Before the French Revolution most of her mamifactured
goods came from Englsnd, But when the Industrisl Revolu-
tion reached Qermany, that country became her msjor source
of supply. During World War I Germen submarines mede trade
with England difficult; Russisn fectories were ocverworked
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making wer supplies, and the Trans-Siberian Reilway wes not
able to carry all of the supplies which poured into Vladi-
vostok from America and Japan. Russians stood in lipes ail
mm to buy & blanket, & pair of shoes, or some clothes st
axgrhitantnymigas. ‘A§~avaru§at‘aolﬂ_far“aix»eimas,ﬁha*yra~
wer cost, This shortage had its effects on the temper of
the people, hastening the revolution. The femily suffered
because of these ahartagas;‘. ‘- . ; S TR AEE T

© ~ The Russian soldier was & moujik (a pessant) in uni~
form. He was not gay &s were the French soldiers, but was
suppressed by diseipline. He seldom listened to subversive
ldeas, and ceses of matiny or disobedience were rare; fow
soldlera participated with the revolutionaries in the re-
volt of 1505, .m.mmisr was not ssysge, a8 the Gérman
killing for the joy of 1t, but fought because 1t was his
duty, feeling no hatred for the enemy. BHe was ocarefully
disciplindd, being taught to keep in rank even at the cost
of his life. The church prayed for him if he met death in
line -of duty. Sinee his future life was sscure snd his
pest 1ife unheppy, he ahsrgéé'tha‘anaﬁy‘with Lis bhare fists
1f no other weapons were aveilable. FHe wes & good soldler
&8 long eg he had the anﬂ@ra of his superiors to follow but
wes helpless when sction called for his own initistive.

The offieers were very different in tempersment from

the soldier as they came exclusively from the noble cless,
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They were cruel to the ensmy, torturing, shooting, and hang-
ing them becauss that kind oOf trestment guarentesd sposdy
promotions, They were also crusl disciplinerians with their
m mx:

- . The HRussien. p@ll@a was the best mrganinw army in the
emtry end was in two divisions, the visible and the in-
visible. The visible section malntained order and m'aireﬁ
the people to observe the laws of the Tzer. The invisible
portion were everywhere and although their number was un-
imown to the public, they were to be found in the person of
. the ehamh&mam, the clerk, the friend in the drawing room,
oung girl, the aahwi 'emy, or the
pmgt:,ﬁ;;km. They knew the secret thoug
because they eavesdropped ¢n every conversation or encour-
aged talking by becoming loquacious themselves. They z'e*
celved secret orders and were sccountable only to their su-

the old men or womsn, the yo

hts of the populsce

perior officers. No one hostile to the imperiel regime was
safe from them at home or ebrosd, Russiens, in a foreign
country, talked freely to strangers but stopped 1f s coun-
tryman joined tm Men did not protest the aﬁiasmmma
of friends for fear of drawing the wrath of the police upon
themselves., Travelers in Russia wers subject to the closest
scrutiny by the secret division, Pether, son, brother, or
wife might be 2 mewber of the dreaded police. The Tzar, sit-
ting on & tottering throne, reckoned no cost of lives too
great a sacrifice to meintein his position.
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- There were meny am;:gsa 1.n the status of the Russjan B
man sfter ﬁm Revolution of 1917. His supremacy in the |
family and aupaw;qri&y to 811 women ended pb@ptih ’mmxz 5
were given equal r&girks in wntms, :memswy, aiﬁ m wé
home, This met with some amsitmn &t first, tben witza
swmbnns, am at last was aceepted 88 2 good thing, wmem
cr_ apinatam were: mde rarma and held etma responsible
jaba abaw men wiaan ghay had the ebillity. ma« w.mai 1y of
ﬁmai&n maﬁry -absorbed ali the women wishing to em:er
the lam,rwg claas, Mra were j@bs rm» ﬂl., s SO

The Rusaisn men gained e new a&mwt of . thwgs. Sa no
hmr eanaidez-ea m a8 n@nmaary to a&d him in times of
twubﬁ.a. nu did mt eam:tém' race af mmnﬁs but thought
of an men as his emml In faat, a Mimrmn m:%l@ek on
mankind mm the mein muar of his new faiﬁh The world
had twe classas of men: the hama end the villa&m m
hem! were the m:'leam, 3tr$v1ng to build a betier way ét
11re, end exploited hy the villas.na or ecapitelists, The
esapitalist was alweys fat, greedy, foul, and. wapi.ng am
dnsewuﬁ no. amathy; while the worker weas alwaya laan, mas~
ouler, azaan, éi@iﬂsd and. mblu. wm mrm m& to ba a2d-
mired, slways atmgglmg agamt poverty. The Russian was
horrified st x:a;u;_, of the injustices in America, where &
mob ‘gathsmﬂ; to demand a verﬁiet) of death for a Negro erimf-
nal, but if & mob gathered in Russis to demend the death
penalty for an engineer kaamr&m of ssbotage, that.' was &



patriotic duty. It wes an honorable act to dlscharge &
Russian professor if he raneﬁ to mmwé emrmtly m
Merxien doctrines, but 1t became an ocutrage if o pmramr
of en American university was expalled for mdwal waahiag
» - One new ¢oncept wes. tha aversion to asquiring pmmts, |
material weslth, He was concerned with aﬁwing out the
desire to gerner private wealth, so that his ~soclety of

md equality mxght work successfully. Yet in
direct centm&ietmn he aid not frown on material incentive
to aid in speeding imznatriaz pmﬁn&tmn. ‘He hoped for the
tim when every Russien ew:id Prosper as does the men m ,
the West. %is, mm, encoursged him to mrk haraar be~

- cause muscular labor was as well paid es Antellectusl. ‘i‘he _
Pessent moved about seeking higher weges, thus csusing a
huge turnover of lsbor in the factories. In 1532, Stalin
denounced the sonception of egquelity in material reward st
this state of the revolution. It hsa beexa‘ in mamm& for
fifteen yesrs and there was etill a2 scaraity af»; faad and
houses for the proletarian. It was at thn time that Com-
mnist directors and menagers begen to vary the pey from the
basic wege of two hundred and twenty-five rubles per month
to each earner to stimulste grester production of goods

Plece~work wes esteblished &8 &8 basls of pay and the ;m:u
ers began to overlosd their machines to keoep up their quots
of plece-work to collect their basic pay. Theve weg m limit
to the amat of money they could mske and rawam of & trip
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abrogd or & new apartment were given to the mrﬁmm achiev-
ing outstanding quotas, | S

‘Minor officisls might be greedy, but paid f‘ér ‘their
avarice, sometimes with their lives. Higher officials wers
suppased to have the same standard of 1iving as the lowsr
classes. “Whatever one msy say of the Russien leaders, the
desire for riches 1s one thing of whieh they cannot bs ac-
cused."® But they maneged to have lerge, well-furnished
apertments, plenty of meat, bresd, butter and other scarce
foods; they did not have to walt in line for shoes or
clothes, hoping thers would be some when they resched the
window of the store. Instesd of the inconvenience of walit-
ing in line they had special stores, stocked with luxuries,
as well as with steple commodities, .

Peasants were won to Communism by the promise of more
land, snd machines to t1ll the 3011, and were For this res-
son loyal supporters of the revolution. The end of the
Civil War found the country in & stste of inflation. DPaper

money decreassed in value until bank notes were Lssued in

large sheats which were often used for wrapping paper.

peasants papered thelr cotteges with bank notes. The infla~
tion was incressed by free utilities, such as reilroad trav-
el, street-cars, postel services, plays, movies, and medicsl

| 5&:11@1@3 Mu&y The ros : f _
tredictory ideas of thie i&giigga* omminist officials come

sult Andrew Smith, ; Yus 8 @via Worker.
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care, Food rose in price anﬁ‘heaama<mﬁmg'sa&rse;evary,&ayw
.untiitinqlgalgtha rest of the world begen sending foed ‘to

the starvimg;aﬁasians. For s few y&ara\thay~war¢fgiﬁwn ﬁ&w
alla@mmnts af land end encourasged to reise zsrggr crops,
but they aeld in the markets for &s much &

eand hoarded when prices were low. Then the gnvaxam&nt ra*
quired every farmer %o ﬁarn'hia_ywaﬁuaa-avnr>tc tha state
st prices baiaw*tharnarmal rate so thet the food ﬁéﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁnﬁ‘
dersell world markets to buy needed iﬁﬁastrialaaupgixaay;
The peasant uas\gnniﬁhad fﬂr.hﬂﬁ>it”f.j?vﬁfy,liﬁtlavfﬁﬁﬁ
came baek to his femily, so he decided it was not worth the
effort to raise crops. A femine r&aulta&,dar&ng.1§&?~&9&&;
Stelin decided to put the first Five Yeer Plan into opers-
tion. To incresse the food supply of the nation, peassnts

wera to give up thelr lend, organize collectives, end ferm
the combined ecresge in common with trectors, plows and com~
bines which, in theory, would give more crops with less 1a-
bor. It did ineresse the sree under cultivetion because
the strip system was westeful. But the peasant rvesisted
bitterly the efforts to teke his lend. He wes proud to own -
e cow, hog, snd ehickens end did not went to pool them with
others. The povernment regulations beceme meore severe and
demended thet a1l jJoin the collectives. The ones who held -
out were called "kulsks" end lost s1l civil rights, Msny
were exiled to Siberia or executed es obstrustionists to
mmnism. Parmers could be foreibly collected but they
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@ould not be made to produce end by 1932 the food shortage
wes serious. SEETERR e AT RN S
‘During the years following the scarcities of 1932 and

1933 the city lsborer was asked to velunteer his _mes,
in weeding potatoes and harvesting grein, or other erops,
on the collectives Aduring his holiday each week. muwrker
shoved his way into & trein, alresdy tightly jemmed with
other unfortunates, es soon as the dey's work wes finished
in the fattory. 1In e few hours he arrived at the sovhoz
assigned to his shop and, in the dark, was taken to the mess
hall or other ferm buildings to sleep the rest of the night.
The top of a table or the bare ground served &s his bed,
At dawn he was celled end ete breed for breskfast if he wes
ff@rﬂmm enough to have 2 plece in his pocket, Then he
walked seversl miles t@ the a;;igasﬂ pert of t}m ferm for
his dey's tesks. He found the farmers dissatisfied with
1ife on the collectives becsuse of food shortages and the
crowded conditions in the barracks, Knowing the food would
go to the high ﬁffm:ala;;.gsmd of to the bungry, the city
dwellers }ai&&d mpeaaanta :Ln dentroying the crops by
pulling up food-producing plsnts instesd of the maﬁa

. Of the numerous chenges in the life of the pessant s&s
& result of the ,ﬁ%mman, one of the more important was
in his relstien to officers in the Red Army. For the first

time in Russian history he could become sn officer, and ed-
vapce to as high e& rank es his sbility warrented. This
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squallty of opportunity was & source of delight end swe to
the poor people, Alexender Bermine wes the son of a poor
schoolmaster, ;w# rose to the highest ranks in both the
srmy and the Diplomstis Gorps.T

leon Trotsky wes second only to lenin in the Bolshevik
government end had charge of the ermy. Due to the pressure
of White Russisn or foreign troops, and internal &ué‘:&&&r,
there was a great need of a well-trained Red Army. The
world expected the Bolshevik government to collapse every
day beceuse 1t did not heve an ermy led by trzined men,
Trotasky put into scotion long~renge plens to train officers
in the fleld &s well &8 in the classroom. Young men who
showed le&dership snd intelligence in fighting the enemies,
were sent to towns near the combat arsss to study military
atj;rat.egj in the clsssroom snd on the drill fields, Thus
they 1aamsa close order drill, and during mrfg;anams
fillad sectors of the front when the anemy pressed too hard.
They were teught by army officers from the old Tear's army
who had been xsmméd that Russla wes more important then
the Tzar, and were willing to cerry on their trade, whoever
thelr superiors might ba,

The peesants were getting so little food or pey on the
collestives that they were forced to go to the ¢ity to beg
bread, ammm laam e8rly the art of begeing to aid

Tuemnaez- mmsm, One Whe Burvived, p. 274,
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their parents in getting sufficlent food for the family.
The peasent spent the long winter evenings whittling end
meking other wooden toys which were sold to & vendor in the
6ity. The vendor set up 2 stall to sell the toys but few
bed the small amount of money the toys cost to spare for un-
essentials, : L , S TR
By the second World Wer there was more food. Some

ahfangeaa‘ were instituted before full co-opsration from the
peasant could be obtained. Most peasents were on collec~
tives which ellowed each femily to heve a sepsrate house,
& private gerden, & cow, and chickens, The state farms did
not do this but reguired svery femily to live in barracks,
The pessanta objected snd went to the collectives rather
then the stete ferms. It wes recognized thet the Russiens
were not prepared psychologicelly for communsl living but
there were hopes thet the new generstion could be educated
in the new socisl petterns and could welcome the imnovations.

- The collective system of living ﬁagath,e»r, in country and
city had & great influence in chenging the working and livy-
ing conditions of the Russians but did not change human emo-
tions, desires, and hearts, It was the love and desire to
care for the children thet held the family together and
preserved 1t through the shocks of revolution. The radicals P
who wanted to do eway with the family completely, could not
destroy the fectors that tied it together. Russisn fathers
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could be seen with their children in the parks end play-
unds during thelr free hours, When the father worked

one shift and the mother another, he took care of the home
while she worked. It was during this free time that he
played with the children and kept love alive in their
he#ri—:s for their father snd mother. Perental responsibility
wes demended in the 1936 and 1944 reforms. Educetion wes
reorganized and effort was mede to control delinguency, :w»

strict sbortion, &nd change the merrisge end divorce laws,
Russian femilles were urged to have more children, or to
edopt orphsns, and meny femilies d4id edopt children to he
raised with their own.  The young Communistic fathers were
just as proud of theilr progeny ss & father under the Tear.
They wanted to make them good Communists, too, and spent ell
availsble $ime with them. The Russian father and husband
8till coneidered himself heed of the family after twenty- g
five yesrs of Communism. He expscted his wife and childrem .
to obey him, end they did if he had the intelligence &nd ex-
perience. But he now hed no suthority to demend anything of
them. The husband and wife were relatively equel socially
and economically and both enjoyed freedom. They shared
their burdens, problems, responsibilities, interests, joys,

and sorrows with each other. The men supported the freedom

of women as wholehesrtedly as d1d their wives. _
The war served to disillusion the Russian, He had re-

pelled hhe enemy &nd hed followed their mmatigg ermies



into foreign countries

where he found poor people, like-
himself, living in cottages snd houses contailning goo
plumbing, lovely kitchens, nite furniture, end & house for
each family., These people had watches, clocks, and other
things he hed never drsamed of possessing. Hs returned to
Russlia npnn>ﬁi§ahnrge~fram'th@'army,_h@giag to obtain some
of these commodities for himself, but found the country in
& deplorable condition. There had been housing shorteges
before the war; now he found et lesst thirty per cent of
the houses in ruins. Yet, though conditions might be bed,
the future held bright hopes, for the fectorles which hed
been devoted to war since the esrly *thirties could not be
diverted to rebullding the houses end providing the necessi-
ties of life. The Russien wes tired from the sserifices he
hed been called upon to make snd was ready to relax, How-

ever, Stalin celled upon him to continue his efforts, ss-
suring him that Russia was surrounded by cspitalietic coun-
tr;as'saekiag’tha,a@mpiata,deatrnetien.éf Communism, The ne-
tion must meintain and supply its ermed forces, even though
this might curteil the production of luxuries, The gquestion
now fseing the world is: will the Russisn continue to
sscrifice to build an industrial country for the bensfit of
Stelin and his clique, or will the masses make demends that
will force & change of policy from the government? 8o 11t~
tle reliable informetion is coming out of Russie that no
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can venture more then a guess ss to their future. We must

walt end see,



CEAPTER III
THE RUSSIAN WOMAN

- If there hes been & grest deal written about the Rus-
sisn womsn, it is beceuse of the greet changes in her status,
Before Peter the Great's time, p@g% afrthem,wova‘zrgataﬁ as
alavia. They had to live in @& separste room of the house;
wore & vell in public; Russia wes still under the spell of
the Orient. It was due to the reforms of Peter the Great
thet the empire swung from tha’ﬁ@iaatni to Buropean ;nt1u~
ence, He forced European culture upen thn.asuatry. The
rirst step was to burn thairvvails snékbxiﬁglﬁﬁam.aut of
retirement, Public bonfires were lighted and they marched
past, aa;ting‘thair veils into the flames, aa,a,aymhox Qf
emspcipation., The women objected ss strenuously es the men
to 8ll these ahaagea.

~ There was not much lmprovement in the conditions under
which they lived after ?eter =ha7Gw¢at’s reforms because |
the ms jority of Russia's populstion were serfs, The serfs
end their families were explaiﬁed,m@reilasaly by the upper
classes and were held in bondage with ﬁha'suyepati@;ﬁna
taught by the church. Men were not free to improve thelr
conditions even if they possessed the intelligence. -@iris
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were teught from childhood to obey the men as superiors,
by custom, by the clergy, and by the men.

After the emsncipstion of the serf in 1861, aaaéitiana
improved for the men but not f@r their wives. The hnaband
was free to spend his time 1n a tavarn drinking and gossip~
ping while his wife stayed st home to do the heavy field
work and the barnyerd tesks, as well as her housework,
which must be dons before deybresk snd efter dark, There
was no leisure for her from eerly spring until the crops
were gernered in the fall. Even then, there was little
rest, for she must spin, weave, sew, end wash clothes be-
sides prepare food during the winter months. Bhe was sel-
dom a good housekeeper, but knew everything that was going
on in the flelds. Her preperstion of food wes simple, due
to the scerciiy of even the bare necessities. The meal
consisted to a large extent of & little black bread and
cabbage soup, potatoes, cucumbers, ar‘athsr-vsgetables,
They often hsd only two kinds of food to eat at the same
time, Meet was eaten on holildsys when 1t’wasnsﬁa11abza;
Malnutrition wes commonplecs, The women, especielly the
Cosssck, had little experience with love. Thelr husbands
loved them during the youthful dsys with psssion but soon
abandoned them to pursue &n adventurous life with thelr
swords, horses, and comrsdes., HNer youthful bloom faded
before she reached thirty y&ara of age and et forty she was
wrinkled with age. The caresses turned to insults and blows.
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She was defensaless from her husband snd the older men of
his femily, often being held in concubinsge by her father-
in-law during the shsence of her spouse, ” ;

In spite of the humilisting position of the Ruaﬁlan :
women, she had sonme autatandiﬁg p@epertyvrlghmsw‘*ﬁhil&itha
peaxant was forced to turn his wagaalinﬁa the family com-
mune, she could save and keep all the incoms derived from
the sale of aﬁi&k@na; eggs, and sheep, o3 well as the income
from her spinning and weaving. Flex and wool were her ex-
clusive property. The w

iarls dowry was her own and could
never be teken by the husband or his family. %The dsughter-
in-law was sometimes given & gerden e&nd an orchard to raise
produce for sale so she could have money of her own.

' ‘fhe marrisge of the woman to the men during the period
before the revolution wes & ceremony worked out over the
preceding centuries, Here again we find the Orientsl influ-
ence of choosing & wife for the young msn instesd of let~
ting him pick a wife in the Occidental fashion. When the
son srrived at the right age for marriage, his father
visited from house to house to talk to the mothers of mar-
riageable dsughters. ‘The girls were displeyed to the best
advantsge in the hope that he would choose one, The father
looked for one who could spin, knit, sew, weave, cook, keep
house, and who waes strong enough to work in the field., If
with all these accomplishments she was pretty, too, the boy
who wes to marry her was censidered lucky. The girl must
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come equipped with a sultadble dowry of s cow, & pig, &
sheep, or other ferm animals. When the father discovered
2 canpdidete he thought was suitsble for s daughter-in-law,
he invited her mother to meke & secret visit to his hut to
watch his son work, A,day.ﬁaa.sat~rur the visit end she
came sarly in the morning end observed the boy all day. Bo
osed to know nothing of the procsedings end would
be soting netural. When khs'arransnagnts:uﬁra‘eﬁmyl&tad,*
the boy's mother took other women with her to visit the
young ledy's home, E%ay~ua§§*&ftar dark and demsnded food,

as they were hungry, snd of éburae~thay were invited into the
house, The mother told the prospective in-laws that she

had heesrd they had = deughter just right Pfor her son's wife.
Other village queens hed been invited to the house for this
oeccasion and they were peraded before the mother and hepr
friends, After they were all rejscted, the daughter wes
brought in and was accepted at once, The wedding dsy was
set, and a feast begen which lssted sll night. The next
day the boy and girl were taken to the h@aﬁe~af‘é relative
¥ had a chence to see each other by iﬁxking through
the keyhole or a crack,

With the bresking down of the "grest family" neer the
end of the ninesteenth century, the son was allowed to plck
the one ho wanted to marry, but she still had no volce in
the matter, =She was forced to sccept blindly the man har
famlly chose for kar; If the zon had not picked a young
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lady by the time hls father deciced he should be married,
the father commended him to pick a wife from mgmup o
chosen as suiteble by his parents, A professionsl match-
!mkar;mu chosen to go to the girl's .hwaa-w,nesama% #h&
 dowry and to make all the srrangements for the wedding.
This was . not just an affair of the heart but a business
deal. The merrisge agent was usually an sunt of the boy.
‘She somstimes talked in sllegoricsl terms but this procedure
was disesrded in later years so that she bluntly asked 1f
the deughter wes in the market for & husband. The girl's
parents said "yes" if they were pleased with the boy or “no"
if the cholce 4id not sult them. After the matchmaker left,
if the parents had ssid “yes,” they called the girl in to
tell her of the impending wedding. By tredition she wes
compelled to shed tesrs over the .anmmamnﬁ, but if she
really did not like the choice, she orled, sobbed, and pro-~
tested so hard thst her parents took pity on her and broks
off negotiations., P e

, Xf‘the girl sgreed to accept the boy, mﬁsma vislt
to hiisf;@:amily. If the latter ceme of a poor femlly, they
might borrew provislons, livestoeck, or even }m, house to show
the prospective mother-in-lew. In the meentime the perents
procesded with the bergaining. -The boy's father offered e |
small amount of money, usually about rirmgn,ruhlea,’ and
the girl's faether refused, clsiming he had received twenty
rubles for the eldest deughter. A closk was added to the
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}mrgain, and then more until an sgreement was reached.
The smount %o be psld for the girl varied acecording to the
wealth of the boy's family. She was expected to have a
dowry which must include rakes, pitch-forks, spinning-
wheel, thimble, thread, needles, and linens, because the
mother-in-law end sisters-in-law will give her nothing,
The negotiations completed, the boy's family visited the
girl's hm and she bowed to the ground to show submisaion
to his parents. A feast followed. Then her reletives went
to visit his parents and to eat imlt, bread, and meats, and
to drink vodks. After the exchange of breed there could be
no slteration in plans,

the wedding day the bridegroom end his famlly ceme
to the villege. %The villsgers not invited to the wedding
stretched & rope scross the rosd st the en#ranae to the vil-
lage and demesnded & present of money, They were given three
to ten rubles by the boy's father, snd the young men and
women were given money for tea; the briéagraum'gavu the bhoys
snd girls money for cekes. JIf the gift wes tco small, they
played tricks on him, BRis carriage might lose all its
wheels. Tables were loaded with food for the guests and s
specisl tahle wes set for the bride and groom. The young
couple neither ate nor drenk but must watch the others eat.
The groom umﬁiiy helped defray the cost of the benquet,
which might be fifty rubles. The young guests sang while
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peying & coin for every
song. This done, the bride and groom were given tea. At
the end of the day the bride psrted from her future rela-
tives with tears which could be stopped with a present from
- Following the wedding, the cerriasges or sledges were
mounted end the horses galloped to the young couple's new
home, to which they were welcomed by the firing of pistols,
Houses were .6@@@»&?;@& with evergreens in t.heir’ honor. The
groom's father snd mother were waiting at the door with
bread and salt, symbols of life-long friendihip and love,
and with the icon for them to bow in tribute to the Holy
Mother; than they kissed the parents of the groom. They
were given & plesce of cloth snd & ruble. The wedding
feant mnm, the guests eating in one room and the bride.
groom in snother, The guests esch drenk & toast of vod-
ke to the couple and placed & ooin on their plate. This
finished the mms ceremonies, but the next day the bride.

was subjected to a series of tests end tricks, after which
she began her 1ife of toil, . L

. Morals have slways been held lightly in Russis, BSince
ancient dsys the grest families of pessants slept and lived
in one-room bhuts. The men and women slept beside sach
other on the stove top, the platform, and on the hay in the
barn, They }mw always been frank sbout sex and have never
had the sense of mh&rr that puritanism geve to Furope and
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the United States. This in some measure sccounted for the
Communists' views of merrlage and sex after the revolutlion,
and in some messure sccounted for the great number of pros-
titutes in Russie,

The peassnts were too miserable and ignorant to care

sbout the morals of their village. The nobles considered

the village meidens as their property &nd pls

aund.  Women
who worked on the grest estates were cruelly sbused, and
avaryw&sre-yraatitut&en flourished,
The following fects will give some ides of this
prostitution: . . . every winter numbers of peassnt
women odme to 8t. Petersburg from the neighboring
provinces, All the winter they practise prostitu-
$ion. In summer they return to g&air«nat1v$ dis~-
triet to help in the field w@rk.
Iin aﬁms dietwieta, the women braughz their sixt&anwynar~cla
dnughtora to the eity unﬂ plaaad them in licenasd hnusea of
hnrlatrr rether than hava tham,married to 8 quarrelaama |
drnnknrd. The girl uas snppnaaé h@ utay 1n the hﬂale rar
two xnar&, then gat a j@h 1n ] raatory. 8he uaually sent
part of her eera&ng& to her n@ﬁher. R   ”'
In St. Pateraburg, girls or ten and twelve years of
aga afrarad thair'b@dieu epanly on tha straets, whara they
aeaaxted man uikh ﬁbacans langnagp¢ 8t. Futeruburg nnd
‘ebaut firty thmasaa& women who wera eithar paruanﬁnt or ae-
casional praatikutea; of thiu number sixtyurive pﬁr eant

were paaaanta as wwro nuventywreur per eent af thaaa te hﬁ

1@mer Alexinsky, m w PP- 157-158
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found &t the fair of Nijni-Rovgorod. The mein couse wes
their economic condition. They were mmgry and misersble, .
forsed to lsbor for pitifully inedequete wages, Thersfore -
both ths factory worker snd the peasant became hsrlots,
The domestic servant earned three to eight rubles per
month, and a factory girl only & little better, Russlan
lews sfforded them no protection; and they had no education.
Just before the turn of the century, st least ninety per
cent of the Russlan women were completely 1lliterats.

whe praatitntes were the bast ﬁrasaed u@mmn in Russie,
wearing good shoes and stockings 4nd well-made olotbes,
some of hrightly ealarad silks. :ﬁhay led tairly aasy
117@3 aad nﬂt being xubdaatad,ﬁa t&@ haavy labor af'the
uwrkar anﬂ the p@aaant, atayad pratty much lcngar. Q%ay
aeii@it&d.emgng tha waslthy glass anﬁ r@&gea a sntiafac~
tary harveat. ﬁuc&a&aa men, away rra& hﬁm@, were & source
of p@ﬂf&#. This pwaatice was not aniy talerataé by euat@m
but also raaggniﬁe& by thg gavarnmaat,,whighwrequirsd every
prostitute to have @ yellow card to stay in busimess. Rus-
sl was only one nation among weny fa#e& ﬁith the déii#&
quaney'ar 1ta women, h

The aaeial and economic davelagmaat-of Buaaia khrﬁugh
1ts 1nduntry helped ﬂevalep & cless af 1ntellactﬂa1 wnmaa.
The emaneigatian et the aerf in 1361 had a tanﬁeaey to ra*
duce the income of the pobles end thelir dau;hﬂars were
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Porced to earn their own living, They were educated in the
liberal svts to become teechers, doctors, or to enter some

The deughters of the nobility wara*jaiﬁaﬁ
by the dsughters of the offisisls, or prissts, and of the
smell middle-class townspeople. As these intellectuals
geined thelr education, they became conscious of the so-

other prafeaaﬁﬁﬁ%

cial struggle. They embreced theories on the rights of
man held by the Bosislists and became ardent diseciples,
Meny scts of terrorism were performed by the feeble handa
of & women,

Buring tha firs% World War men were takan.frﬂm the
raetery«sn&~rarm~ﬁa fight, %ha women Pilled such vacen-
cles &s they did in Englend, the United States, France, and
Germeny. But in Russia, little attention wes given to unrk
conditions aﬁﬁ the stete fastory 1nspaetinﬁ; never very |
rigid in its reguirements, relaxed still further. The women
who poured into the factories were not qualifiﬁd fer the
availab&a‘ﬁaha; They could not get the tréining or skilla

needed For the work. Most of them wers 11literste peasents,

unnaeﬁ»ta'toale'oy;mgahinga. They conld raplaaa ‘the un~
skilled worker, but his duties were too heavy for & women,
They dld only tka simples? work snd few became akillaﬂ ma~
chinists er high—grads operatara. Their tasks w@ra heavy
and the annﬁitiana of lsbor were hard.

Women were'pwﬁmin&nt during»thavﬂussian7aevalﬂtian of
1917. They threw bombs, intrigued and killed to help bring
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tha'ravalﬂtian. They had tha mast to gain by‘being fre&d
from the slavuny of ﬂussi&n Iawa. ?ha elghteen milliea |
Moslems er ﬁusai& 32111 practiced palygamy and thair wivaa }
wore haavy harae~§air vells. The yaaaan&a 1n tha villag%u |
were 8t111 1mﬂo¢ﬁriaated wizh their 1nfer1ariey to men.
@%air eampleta rroadﬁm w&s one goal of znnin an& ths Bol~
sheviki, who ehampiaanﬂ thair rights and tha&r eﬁvanasmantﬁ
Early in 1917, ianin, Just nnturna& to Russia rram axila,
wrote to the central exscutive eamaittea of hia party de«
manding %hair support of freedom and ra*p@naihility far
wemen, lenin b@lievad thay must be drawn 1nta taking en
iaﬁapnaﬂant part, not only in p@litieal lirarganarnlly but
also in daily social service obligatory to ~everyone. 'E&
maintninaa thet ”a&re ‘of the ziek, of the hnmaiasa @hil- _
dren, pure food supervisznn, ata., uilz ‘hever be aatisrac*
torily disehargad nntil th&y are on a taatiag of perfact
oquality with men, not only on peper, but in »nelity "2

. Their new fr@&ﬁ@m left its mnrk upen the family. The
atability ef the family was seriously &hraatenaé by th# new |
lawa en marringa, divoree, and abortimn. Chaatity was not |
& badge of h@nar &nd glary, nor wes its loss eanaiﬁnrad 8
: disgraee by the yﬂanger genorations, but some of the ol&ar
gnneratiaa were 8t1l]l under the infiueaee of thair old re
ligious belier, Wbmsn were no leng@r bound to accept

 lsussn M. Kingsburfg and Mildred nmma N ‘me;’ ory,
Family, and Yomen in the Soviet Union, pp. xxi-xxii,
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maltreatment as & part of merrisge or to preserve thair
hmnnr and rapntxtiﬂn by remeining marri&d %hey were. ﬁﬁt
dependent upon men for: ‘maintenance. The gﬂ#ﬁ#&ﬁﬁﬁt anaaur~
aged 311 ta take jobs meking thgm &aanamisaizy iméapw&ﬁant
There wes no discussion as to whether a earaer would inter-
fera with & ramily; the ahildren hsd. &o wait;untii thara wWes
&n opportunity for them to come without iaterrariag uith the
mother's work. The gv@wnzag glery was no 1angar child-bear-
ing but baeoaing 8 uﬂit in the yraﬁﬁztian of iaﬁustry.

ﬁha Communists were strict in plaeing reaponaibility
rer thelr ¢hildren upon the paventa. With the esse in ob-
taining & diverae there were many children cast &ﬁrift and
to remedy this situation the @ammmnizta &g«@ifiod that one
parent must kaap th& children if there was @ diverce. If
the mother kept tham she recelived ane third of her former
'hushanﬁ's«wagea, She psid one third of her wages to him 1if
he kept the children. If they were not teken care of, the
p&é&nﬁs were dragged

into the peaple‘s court where thsy re-
calved unfavarabls publzeity. in spite of all this free-.
dam, the perents loved their ahilﬂren end this k@nd of'ten
held the family together smid the cheos of &ammﬂniam. Many
stiff-necked party man,u&hh a thaor&tie daislike for the
family, played with their children, tossing them up into the
air, kissing snd hugging them just as fathers in other coun-
tries do. |
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. This freedom of women was puzzling t& the old mujiks
in the village. 'They were accustomed to bsating their wivas
1 the cow got out or if they felt: bsﬁly, but this was
ehaagaﬁ by the new laws of %he'ﬂemmuaists, The men were sr-
rested and punished fer-mmltrmetmant of their wivan; .ﬁha"
young Communists aimed et the participation of the majarity
of the girls in the elaatiena which wes vigorously aygase&»*
by the old men who said, “A women is a women end hsas no
placa in polities.”S The elders argued thxt her place wes
in the home, caring for the ochildren and th@ kitchen, but
thay could not get sround the question of the young Com-
munists of why was that not remembered when harvest time
cans wbman entered fantariaa in inereasing numbera fol-
lauing the vevolution, many coming

from thaannntry. “The

need for nore mﬂnay to support the family fmraaé many city
mmthara to seek similar ampl@ymant, thus geining economic
fraedam. ' B

mha women in the villagaa entered into. Bha ‘modern age
by lesrning to drive traet@ra, operéte combines; and other
agricultural machines. They went to school to 1earn 1w
praVed methods of ferming. By 1932, there wnva'thrae\hnnw
‘dred thousand pessants treined to operete tractovs spd of
thisfnﬂmbér slghteen thnuaanﬂ_ﬁare=wammn. The tractor driver
w&ﬁ‘néted as a skilled worker upon the callaetive’fhrmsv&hﬂ“

3A. R, Williems, The Russisns, p. 169,
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~ drew high wages. fThe competition between the sexes for

- that rating wes keen. Most men favored the withhaldimg sr
opportunities of traiaiag #nd high wages from the girla,
who were hesitant about &atering the competition agsinat tha
wen. - The government encouraged their partiﬁipation in’ evary
Job, | | |

- Women became managers of the collective farms éfter o

they finished school, but they were young end immature,
with no real knowledge of the land. These girls hed one
¢rop planted where the lahd was more sulteble to another,
They let the hey rot in the field while the cettle starved.
The new trectors were left in the field to rust snd would
not be repsired until plowing time came and by the time they
Complaints from
the pessants about mismanagement were answored by the se-

were ready, the plowlng sesson wes over, .

cret police, who took the pessants sway. ,
 Commmunism called for three principles which influenced
the position of woman; absolute equality smong all people,
in practice as well as in theory, which called for no dis-
orimination because of sex, race, or nationality; the aboli-
tion of any economic class that depended on &ﬁy'wﬁhﬁr for
the means of living; end the use of 8ll the ?@ﬁgieiin labor
80 that everyone worked according to his ability. The So-
viet law gusranteed equality of payment for equal work for
both sexes, It ghve equality in the right teo vote and to
hold office. Sex or race was not to be & basis for wage
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scale ether then eatabliahad by the government. Qha main

ﬂirreraaaa in wages grew ant of using piaae»wurk to aat ﬁha
scale, W%man could not turn out ss mush work 1n & day as
Women ia&r»aé to do every kind ar work an& haaamn B
skixlad in every fleld of anﬁaavar* They haeama g&aatsrars

amﬁ_briakiayeru,‘matgxm@n anrtraaa_aaﬁ’strgatgaga, a&g@n&ars
on trains, coal giaarn; &na:halpars for bw;akmaaena;_ @h&y
were taaehszs,A&9atﬂ?9,_fﬁra#§n,Qrkihayﬁatera in £&¢ﬁ#rﬁaa,
e@@kakagﬂ wnitrgaﬁaa;;n,pgbligjaining rooms anﬁﬂaamgtiﬁgg
m@mhert of the secret police. ‘They aid not &ayer:kgriaui~
ture aa readily es cther Jobs, aithaugh 8 few hsd places |
of raapanaihility on the aelleative farms Most ar tham ,
hed to do th@ hard work on the rarme &nd 1t was uuattraativa.
ng&eqpantly, they flocked to the cities to get j@h@ in the
fectories. They were joined by the wives and dnﬁghkera of
men working in tha,qity,} These peasant and eity women flung
ﬂhemsalvqs‘inte the,ngw, exeit;ng, 2nd interesting phases
ﬁha‘ahqakvhrigadeslbr the
fectory, gave new life and;angrgy to the eiﬁha, anﬂispurwaﬁ‘

of fastory work. They joined

the volunteer sociel worker to new sctivities. They were
proud and beppy in thelr new 1ife of work. ‘

?ﬁa Petr@gr&ﬁ;ﬂauaeil ax‘wgaés ﬂhians and Facta?yxeem*
mittess took the stand in April of 1918 that dismlssal of
emploguan was to be dapendant upon the nﬁ&d of tha worker,
regardless of sex. IIf a perlod of rahranﬁhmaat became



71

hecessary, only those who could endure the crisis should be
laid off. Agein in 1921, the All-Russien Gentral Council
of Trade Unions stated that all women workers in cese of
personnel reduction were to be dismissed on equsl terms
with the men. Mothers with children up to a yeer old, if
they were unsupported, should be given preference to other
workers. The ladbor code carried explicit regulations for
their protection. Egual pay for equal work was assumed in
the rogulatiaaa. Employment oould not be denied for being
married ﬁr & mother. She could not be discharged during
pregnancy or during the first year of the child's lif&,
while she wes nursing 1t. A mother out on Pregnancy leave
e¢ould not be dilacharged during a genersl reduction of per-
Sonnel. Full wages were paid during leave by the factory
where she worked, befors &nd after the baby wes born.
¥ursing mothers could not be put on the night shift, or be
called dﬁ for overtime work, A preseribed limit on the load
they were permitted to 1ift was set at thirty pounds, but
they were free to work st eny job which did not prove harme
ful to them or their offspring. All of these regulations
were broken,

Every fsctory employing over five hundred women pald
four per ecent of gross incoms for the day nursery. All
factories paid into the “motherhood * fund, which helped the
state in its program for the care of mothers. The Heslth
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Department osred for them from the time pregnancy was dis-
covered until the child was three or four yesrs old, The
women were to have their confinement in the hospital. Edu-
cation and propegands were conducted to get them to aaméfar
8n examination. Fach one took a Wessermenn test and hed.

8n external ememination of pelvis, uterus, heart, and lungs.
They were examined every two months, then every month, end
during the last two months, every two weeks. If the con~

dition of the women was not normel, she was placed in a
lying-in hospitel for tpecisl care, Following the birth the
mother snd child reported to the Consultation Home every two
uaakﬁ &nd &t lengthening intervals for the first four years
of the #hild's 1ife. The same doctor examined them both .
gagh time and visited the home 1f the chila b&@a&a»ill.(
' The Communists were concerned over the well-being of
Russie's women end to assure health:
w,fi;y *:aéaéaw eity imposes other regulstions on mothers

of young chlldren snd mekes certain provisions for the
.. femily, {1) Social insurance allows 30 rubles for
~_ expenses of confinemsnt &nd 30 rubles forlayetter But
. the ractory or employing organizetion must carry the .
wage of the working mother during the three or four
months of absence. (2) Allowance of eight rubles per
month for nine months sfter birth is mads for support
- of the ¢hild, (3) If the mother nurses the baby shs
receives in additlon one-eighth of this allowance _
per month during the mursing pericd. (#) Law forbids
all women to 1ift weights over 30 pounds. Pregnant
women &nd nursing mothers work only on the day shift,
If & women's health is poor, on 8 doctor's certifi-
~ cate, she may work four hours & dey only. (5) Tele- .
one girls mey not work st night without s permit,
- Eg? Children and women have the same protection and
provision whether or not the marrisge status is legsl.
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'fn__{?) Ir a&p&r&t@ﬁ, the father or mother must pa vaau
G third of the income for Support of the ahiza,v; :
i NeGessery sum is deducted from the wage of the p:
- not keeping the child, Ir there are seve 7*
- the court decides ‘upon. the obligation. -of . the pa;
"Also, 1%t 18 the function of the gourt to ﬁahoxmiae
: «“»&hiah,ane shall keep %ﬁa@a ﬂhgally, hawevar, 1t
._sivaa thaa ﬁarthu mother

| xhanuhila tha ald raata ar tha ramily wnre ah&kmu,

nat kizlaﬂ aat&relg; The uphaavel, ﬁue to tha rirstAw%rad
whr, ramina, and the Givil uhr, eause& suah Iaouamans ia
tha aoaxant&ana of aarriagm thet aarality ﬁeelin»a,, Peo-

pls of nll asﬁn%riea baaama.mﬁra pwamﬁueueus ﬁuriag a wmr
Indeed, in Russis conditions
indicated a more aariaua atata thaa ela&wkara haeauas of tha
laaaaaaas of mﬁwnla under the Q:sra. The atr@&g ogpuxitian
of tha ﬁemmaaista to tha aha?eh aaaaunts 1n part for the '
laanenana allaumﬁ hy law 1n tha mﬁrriagn raquiramanta, de~
nying tha right or the ehnreh t@ ragister marringas and set-
ting up Oivil Bagiatarn' offices to rep!&ua 1t. The aqu&lity
of men anﬂ uaaan in marsz r&apaazihility &1&@ playea 2 yart
in tha laoaaaaas of marals uarriage 1n Eusaia uua naﬁer
going a ahanga with its aan@tity ané signiriaanea eaasing
to hava~any'hald on aithar husbanﬂ or wife. B
The B@lshnviki made aamman—law warriagos. legal aarly in
thair»ragima, and P graat nambar of ﬁhs yaung pa@gle taak
1nmndiate aﬂvantaas of the ziherty and antoraﬁ 1ata marital
relatiaas, It wua nnt evan naeaasary to record tha m&xwisge.

and Easuia uas no axaaptien. ]

‘*‘xmasbﬂrx, on. ..éiu P 152,
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The young mple Just startad llving tagether and their
children ware ae&aptad &s hgal, %eaiaty m langar rmwmé
on mmh praatiaas. &th Commun: aea am mn‘-@nmm%n liwé.
in s atata of free un&an ané free love. ‘The women were the
most atuumh upﬁalﬂam of tha o8By mrrs.aga and dimme lmm
durmg tha early 'Mnties !aamuw thay were g&tting t}&s
ﬁ.rst taate of real fmw in aanturiea. m;y Ianghaa and
scoffed st (sritmism of their ayaam of mmns.aga, Irs t:!m
ewﬂza, the umgiatem mwiage was megnimd as 1&5&1

as 8 ragistamd ama, axaapt thet praaf of mhebitatien anﬁ
the m;uma ar a jaint haumheld mnt be given ta uzam
aumx:y. All mrriagas had ta be diawlm by a mgiatamﬁ
éiwme before z*mm-iaga.

The Soviet Ruaaian mmmg@ law was wt up in 1918
The aempie must s;lg.n & daalarauun to the afreat t}:st t&my
wam rma ar venaml d:lseau 2 azxd ir 1t was &mwnm tha#
‘ was punished by farm laber. :
My mrreited a pamantaga af maair mggs. set:h muat ba
at J@ut elghteen years 91& ma wntany sm m wifs
might asam har huabanﬁ's name if she wiam or m‘sain lwx-
own. 'The huaham aauld, and smtines aa, wm:m hia -

am was mt Tree, the ps:e'

wire'a mm. One essentiel to ths rmaéaa e:r mmn ms t;ha
pmv:l.sian uhmh anmd each to choose her own aaeapatiem

and gwaranmm joint z*igms in 811 praperty aaquirod during
mrriaga. ALl they aceumalated b&f@m mrriaga mmimd their
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There was a stmmg move by the aarlg *thirties to re-
store mmgemy in Rusaie, BSoviet lagislatmn, withmt X«
sctly amasmg the primiple of & sizzgle mx‘riage, am:nedf
to 1t by refusing to mwgmﬁ.z& & trensient. unien.s ’Ehis wa s
a mversal of the origine} daa%rm of the ca;mnismﬁ ; m
attztm of the Raasim mm ha& meh !;a é@ with tha changa
of the aﬁain&smtwn’ﬁ policy of meamum of rm ian
a8 mm»iﬂge. ‘Plebiscites were zaken in varmus élisfrriéts of
tim apinian ar the - th %mrﬂ pﬁzygamy am! sevanty-ﬁva
per cent wers in favor of monogamy. Ar
periment was the comm ‘

immppy ex-
mes of young men and wmm.» !&ny ef‘
them fell in love end were merried, but found thet ’ci:w gi?i
must stey in the rooms far girls end taw hay in tha boys?
rooms. This hed & ﬁiatmssful effect upon the ymmg may-
ried ‘souples beceuse there wes no- chance to éﬁ%&bli&h the ,

home 1ife so mmn&ary rar & femily., ‘The Mplas haa no
privmy w Fulfill the communion of body, mind, and mul
80 mesuw to man and wife, :

'Following the maiatian, 2 couple could go en'a mat:
tr:.p on the Volgs or to the. Caucasue for a m:'mm &11
their for a week or & year, mn though bath were. m:m-
ried to semem else, and no one interfered. m;zz.e ﬂpm- -
ion d4id not condemn nor aenmms them. Men end women talimd
frankly ef sex with no more mbamaumt thsn a éieeuaaien
of music and books. However, f@mignara soon &ummm& mst
the Russien womsn, in spite of the new freedon m sex axmf her



ﬁiatien; unuriae Kin&ua balievaa that sizher mnn.and wﬁm»n
wiil become less given to promisocuity or
.. the Russians will ourb personal 1iharty ia metters
',§§~:igzanfk”’Q:iiipiﬁtgﬁﬁifauﬁgf e?ﬁﬁ?’ﬁizgfbr U
tive I Thets poten of soclal doniugs, At
_,ﬁﬁhﬁ Communistic system wes conducive to early marriages
individusls need worry no 1@5@@» sbout
the economie preblam; they e@ulﬂ got 8 divorce aauily ir
they did not suit each athar; they were &ble to mata whan
1evu firak csme to them; and the wwmnn hed equal rights with
her hnshand. shnuvur, thnra were ssrious abaaat of the new
1aws and new rreedama& “Men warking 1n tha highar estegories
wwra mueh better paid\ﬁhan the common x&hnror lnﬁ}had ag-
cass tw tha better Btores. Théy were wall enaugh paid na
that they aauld &£ford to hire a servant glrli Thers wura e
two ﬁypes of aemastia ‘help available; the old wvman, who
1ika1y na&ed aa & spy for the ar«aaed QPE; or the @aung girl;

“ who' ﬁns likely to get pregnant by any mnn athar tb&a her am»

for several rea:;'

_ployer, Ir dha diﬁ have an aff&im uikh‘a aomwan labarar,.;
she blamed the employer heeause he made a big aslary‘mna |
she wes entitled to one third of his 1nnam¢,' od w&ﬁ&ﬁ]ﬁ&%@
nnually hiraﬂ as sarvtats. , | , ,f .
@ho greatest freedom given to unmwn was tho right te 8
divareu, in 8 few mdmntes, from the hnsbuma who rafuaed to , v

5uauriec ﬁinﬂns, ;hggm;}u 1
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conslder their feelings, This provided an escape fram en
unwisge merrisge and forced the husband to cere for hia wifa
instead of beating hsr &8 he would have. done during ﬁhn time
of the Wzara. - Divorce becams aiarming; 1n ubaeew in March
of 1928 divaraea gruntsd eutnumhared marrisges‘ mn the |
country. the aapuratian rate mas mach 1owmrg atill haiding
to the ideals of. rumiiy and although marriage forms were
altmred,‘the~paananta continued to prectice the aaremaniea.:
In raet, 1t wss due in part to tha preesure of ﬁmblic opin-
icn fromthe rurel sections of the country that the evil was
curbed,

Divorces were as @Sy ta~abtainfaa.marr1as&a¢ if the -
man and woman hed not bothered to reglster their merriage,
they psrted without s divorce but they must regilster & a4t~
vorce if either planned to remerry, It wes & simpla pro-
ceeding without the use of lawyers or briefs, Either the
mAn or woman or both could go to the ﬁagiatww'a office and
ntap into the line walting for a merrisge or g divorce,

The clerk at the desk asked only the simple questions neces-
sary to rill\@ﬁtva form in his books, ¥He wes peid about e
dollar and would notify the husbend or wife nat presant within
three days of their at&nding in the eyes of the lsw, ¥his
might well be the first hint of dissatisfaction, The clerk
made no attempt to reconeciliste tho couple and would hava
been put in his place if he had done more then file the in-
rarmutian. ﬁh& anly eamplieatian was children. ?he paranta
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ag?aem@nt 88 to which would aﬁueate and eupgmrt
tha ghildren, snd which would keep them, Ir this w&a im~
possible, it was decided in court, where the child's wol-
fare alane was gonsidered., The mother was ususlly given ﬁhe
auseGdy but sometimes ‘the court deoided to plaae %ham ine
ahiidren'a home. 9This was thaeretieally ﬁhe pra&&adiaga,
but . on sceasion the ¢lerk d1d gquestion the right of the
lccupla to separate and they were forced to ‘explain their
reasams. mntar the Communists changed their attitude and
by the late 'twentles divorce beaam@ more diffiavlt to cb«
tain, |

| Anathar gpnat boon to the freedon and equulity of women
waa the special legislation which mada beth birth control snd
avortion legsl in Russia, Literature and lectures wers mede

aveilable for all women. It was discussed on treins, at
work in the factory, in the drawing room, and in public, |
Women were trained to prevent pregnancy but in spite of a1l
caution and preventive messures, women hed unwanted chil-
dren., Hospitals wara 88t up to care for these ‘women and
doctors, trained to perforn abortion, were there to see thet
the operation wae properly done, Mldwives were forbidden

to prectics bacanae‘at,1nadaquete train1ng;aa& equipment,

It cannot be made later than two op two and & half months
arﬁga,pragnanay, 8nd was not advised except. ror‘tha safety
of the mother or for health. A commission wes aas up to
consider the socisl r&aaaas énd decide if it wes to be



79

allowed, Howaver, most women eéuld‘gét”th@iéﬁeréﬁidn'by :
insistence. The commission aiso inwaatigatad the mumber of
Bbortions tha womsn hsd umiargﬁna before, ﬁh@y limited the
number to prevent at@wility,.ifvthare.war@ not move haﬁm!ui”
results, A few women ﬁud.éﬁ'mﬁny"aa‘fifﬁeén-ta”tw&ﬁty'ﬁuéh
operations, and the estimated deaths &s a result was placed
et one per cent in Russia, while in Eurcpe it ran as high
a8 three or four per cent. Cicely Remilton estimated the
deaths &8 one in twenty thousand cases, while Fennine Balla
raised the figure to one in every twenty-five thousand cases,
In 1930 there were one hundred snd Beventy~five theusanﬂ
sbortion operations performed in Moscow alone, |

~ The high rate of pregnency even &fter all the tesching
of birth control wes sccounted for by the shortage of pre-
ventatives. There wes sn institute for research in this
fleld established in Moscow and this institute ren & small
factory to produce them, but the deménd could not be £11led.
With s1l the propagenda and education about hir§§ ocontrol
an&aﬁagaiiﬁéé’ahagtibn, the birth rate inoreased the popU-
1ation of Ruesia faster than any of the Western reces, The
percentage of deaths of babies &and children ﬁrappaﬂ grsntly
below the pre~revolution rate.

‘Women were givan fresdom and equality with men, bﬂt
not a1l women were equal. Those who worked in the factories
were on very low wages and were often forced into prostitu-
tion during the femine of 1931-1933, caused by the aﬁpartatien
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of wheat and food stuffs to pay for machinery. Other women
wore workers jJust to get & food card. The following examples
taken from Andrew Smith's book, I Wes @ Soviet Worker, show

the inequality of women:

_In the lamp department of the Elektrozavad worked
Maria Adsmovicovne, She was sbout 32 years of age,
- Her husband had Gled of tubsrculosis end she received
17 rubles & month psnsion toward the support of her-
- sell and thres children, Her wages were 85 rubles 8
month, plecework at the factory, After the many de-
- Quotions there was very little left of her pay.

Marie lived in s dilapidated woodshed near the
Sokolniki Perk with her shildren, She was not looked
upon with favor by the edministration because she

L. never attaadad_damanatraﬁicna;er.maatinga. . Thus she
had litile opportunity to become & bdarnik or obtain
the privileges of s higher category. o :
~ . Marie had ne time for demonstrations or meetings,
At 4 sy m, she rose and rushed to the oc ered. If she
‘wae lucky she got some bresd after wilting for & number
of hours, If she was unlucky and got no bresd in the
. morning, she had to wait sgain in line &fter 4 p, m,
. .. when she gui% work at the factory, .. .
- . After having fed her children & meager mesl of
- - kashs, black bread snd bolled water, she put them to
Sleep on the bare floor and covered them with rags, !
. Then she apruced up with whatever rinery or cosmetics
~8he had treasured sway and procseded to the eidewalls
~Of the hotels whers the better-paid foreign special-
ists congregated -- to the Savey, the Grand or Burope
7 Hotel, If she was fortunste that day, her solicita-
_tions were sccepted by some man end he paid for her
~8upper before he took her to his room, Sometimes he
bought her some rouge or some olothing for the chil-
- @ren. At about.3 &, m, she wag back in the house to

boil some water for her children's breakfsst and the

odayts rautineiatarted'all‘avqr:agaln.\ﬁﬁ_,,&, PN
At the faotory she opereated a dangerous ges auto-
o matie soldering machine, " But her mind wes not on her
- work. She was slespy and tired. She was thinking of
- hep children end what luck she would have thet night,
In January, 1935, the Govermment abolished the
o bnaad-ayatém.#gbw,mnrza eould my bread in the open
market without & breed card. BShe left the factory
&nd ¢ould be seen sny dey plying the hotel sidewalks
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in the hope of meeting soms ganaraug forelgn worker
to compensate her for her services,O : '

Comrade Rosenberg was cordislly detested by
everybody in the house becauss of her con¢eit and
aloofness, She wes in a privileged class by herself
in every respest. The chisf editor wes, of course,
in the ﬂghaau catagory, recelving 500 rubles & month
giua premiums, She had a servant girl to do ell her
housework, Her shopping was done in the megezin
(store) restricted to the highest officisls, where she
could purchsse food and goods, which other workers
never saw, n » , ‘ St

One day I wes walking with Comrade Rosenberg
from the factory to our house., On the way we were
accosted by & poor women begging for alms, As I put
my hand in my pocket to give her something, my com-
panion said sternly, "You must not do this, Comrsde
Smith, These people are lazy and do not want to work,
You only encourage them by giving them money or help,”

Some days lster we were walking together again
end es we came near our house we noticed @ man and a
women rummeging in the gerbags barrels. As we came
closer we noticed thaet they were Adam snd Petchenikova,
two workers of the Elektrogavod fectory, I turned to
Qomrsde Rosenberg end said;

"what do you may now about peopls who don't went
to work?t"

8he bit her 1ip end hurrled on.7

Claudia and Victorie were two pretty, blond,
buxom village girls who worked in the office of the
teshnical depariment of the Elektrozevod. They were
nineteen end twenty-one years of age respectively,
They wers Eomsomols (Young Communists),

1 found that both Claudia and Victoris did not
receive 75 rubles 2 month as did the other girls in
thet department, They received 150 rubles & month,
They never had to live in the berrscks end pay in ad-
vance as the others did. They lived in an epertment
house on the Matroskays Tishina, and peid when con-
venient, They were always well-dressed, wkll-rouged
and well-perfumed in strange contrast to the svident
‘poverty of thelr fellow-women workers, I wondered
how this could bve.

Gandrew Smith, I Wes s Soviet Worker, pp. 105-106,

TIbid., pp. 107-108,
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- Qlaudis snd Victoria were in our gpartment bulld~-
ng 8lmost daily., Aoress the gopridor from our apart-
mant lived two American mechanice, one & bench-hand
aged fifty-five apd the other a toolmeker asged thirty-
two. The two girls were to be seen at the a»av&mznt
of the two Americans almost daily.

Bince there was one kitchen for. taxaa agartmmnna,
wu had to use the seme kitchen with the Americen me-
shenios, Claudia and Vietoria would do the cooking for
them, = They would ap pr@g@iate our grogeries end dishes,
@hay wuulﬂ leave the kitchen in & filthy condition,

~After an all-night drinking carouse, we found
rind the kitchen or the sdjoining sorridor covered
with the vomit of the two Komsomols, Sometimes one or
both of them would be lying in the filth, clad only
in Jight shift, to be dragged inside by one of the
mechanics later on, We could not alnap at night for
the screaming end dancing., I could not stdnd it any
longer. I demanded of the girls that they change their
ways, or I would complain to higher authorities, &hey
iaughed in my face and sald to me:

. “"ihis is & free country., You cen't stop us,"
I complsined to the House Committee, and received
rapxy that they would investigate., But nothing wes
aver done about the matter.  And 1 thought to myself,
#1s this the 3eath upon whom the future of the Soviet
Union depends?”
. _Cleudie snd Victoris were not uub@aat to the same
discipline es the other women workers., They did not
heve to go to subotniks, Beoause of servises rendered
to verious officisls in the factory, they automsticelly
wers made udarniks. The collective sgreement regard-
ing hours,. ‘wages anﬂ working sonditions which spplied
to other workers did not apply to them, When I asked
them how it wes that they were so axnaptianally fa-
vorsd, Cleudia replied seusily: g
%ﬁhﬁy give us more because they llke na.“

 After 8 few minutea' walk I raaahsd some sort of
e market. A orowd wes gathered near en old deserted
wooden house, end appsrently garing st something on
the cobbled street. The crowd was psssive. There was
no ageitammnt or other indicstion of anything un-
uaua .

.1 made my wey into the crowd to seév ‘the abjaa& of
,thair curiosity. A women, with three children beside
her -~ one boy and two girls -- was lying on the bare
cobblestpnes. They were all dead, Someone had thrown
& a:rty was over sach of them to cover thelr nskedness,

Bm.’ I’p. 1%*199&
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The womsn seemed to be shout thirty-five, the
children about four, six, and nine respectively. The
bedies were bloody snd in places there were chunks

of flesh torn awey, BSwerms of flies buzzed greedily
sbout the carcasses, My stomech turned in dusgust,

I h&d never seen such & sight before.

. Frentically, I approsched one after another in
the apsthetic crowd, "where did they come from? How
daid ﬁhey die?” But nobody answered me, All th@y :
said was, ng‘gggza (I dan't kn@u) -3

?ha eammmniuta ‘began to fear tha ﬁarmans mhen ﬁitiar

came 1nto pnu@r in 1933, sna m&de uams ahﬂngaa in pmliey.
They na 1anger-anaauragad birth aantrﬁl-and ah@xtimn but
pointed ont the aangars of heth t@ the h s&ith of: the ummnn.‘
They aaviaaﬁ thune ae&king an eperatian to rapart to & hos~
piual where the daet@ra used all thair 1afiuanaa to anaaup~
age the mnthar to hava hey baby. - Btalin assumad mare pawar,
in the eenzﬁiﬁution.af 1936, uaing ths threat @f enemies on
every aiée of ﬁusaia as ths ‘means ar reraing the p&aple ta
submit, Among the mmat 1m@artant ehangaa 1n tha ﬁ&il af
Rishta ter the ramily waa tha pw@viaian rer raligiaus fraa~ g
dom, The beliavera could anna nore &aaaﬁbla ta wurahip Gaﬂ.
This wau a aouraa ar cquart tothe womsn and utraa@thenad
family ties, %he bill yravi&aa bettar uaaial 1nsuranae
during. illnaas, whiahvanenaraﬁﬁ' tham to have ah&lﬂren,_ In
fact, some girla beaawa pregnaav to ebtain the apwaial
privileges of tha mmthar.. ﬁha navanth ehii& brﬂught nnzinw
oreaaad allaunnea 88 ﬁid avary ahild af&er the aavanth.» x£
wae paid un$11 tha ehild wes fiva yaara eld‘ aln '»

9@;@ Pp. 154-155,
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In 1936 the Ruasiana 1n@aatigated ta saa the yragrass
'mmdo by eaay divarea duriag vha paat nineheaﬁ yeare anﬁ '
found 1t lad tu tae many ahuaes. @h& warﬁt featura was the
davaleymant af & 1ight~minded attiﬁuﬁe ﬁewar& the ramily anﬁ
ita abligatiann. Eaay elimhaﬁ the seaial.laﬂd@r by marryw
mng a msn with P gaad ineeme and 1aav1ng hxm rar his weal-
ﬁhiar rriaada. Bama aamplainad that their huahanﬁs de~
aarted %ham for ymungmr wivaa. ?eananta were acausaﬂ or
marryins yanng, abla-bedioﬁ wamsn 1n tha agriag anﬂ Iaaving
thenm uhan tha hnrvast wes over in the fall. 8ama marriaﬂ to
gat & house. The 1936 law requirad both huabamﬁ and wife
to attenﬂ divorce praeeadinga anﬁ raiaea tha rae from two
d@llara to ten dallara for the firat, thirty far ﬁhﬁ aeaand.
and aixty rar tha thirﬁ or mars.'

The need to rapiaae pagulation lost in tha saaand Werd
wmr made naeessary even more araatia ahang#a. Xn July,
19%& tha supwama ﬂav1et paaaad naw 1awa on diverce, the
family, matharhead, and marriaga. It reqnirmﬂ tham to ba
reaardad on paaap@rta. Ragnlatiana diaenuragmd éivarae by
1nersaaing the sxpanae and making tha litigutian mﬁre ine
vulveda An. aanauneamant muat be publiaheﬁ in ﬁha 1@3&1
pﬁﬁer;, The appliaatiamz cost twice s much an 1n 1936 ;
Qha peaple's sourt haard the aviﬂanae, sammmnad witnaasea,
heard tho argumants of tha lawyars, nlariried ﬁhe validity
and seriaunnesn nf tha grounds for the aatian, and endeavored
t0 effeot & reconcilietion. This court could not grant the
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appliaatian, but ir raconciliation fail@ﬁ the casa was sent
to the highest aaurt and it cost one or both af tha partiua
frmm two hundred ta four hnndr@d dnllaras @haae regnlatiaau
were intendea to give the family mmra aoaial ah&isatians
than it hed ever had previously, 1ightening the- aaonamia
burdsn ar paranta to encourage large rdailias. ﬂhilﬁbearing
was subaidiaad hy the government even before World wer II.
The staete made & grant of nine dallara»far-aaahvbaby*
leyette and e food allowance of one to two dollers per month
dﬁrimg:thaﬂéhilé*a'firit year, ™With an avar&ga‘birth‘rato’
‘fre eptimated
to eaat the aeatQ more than one hundred snd aixty milliﬁ@
dallars."1° The alléuunae of eighty dollars bagnn with tha
birth of. tha third ahiid Each succeeding one braught n&d1~
tiannl grants bﬁt anly thmaa living aoulé be aauntaﬁ. Un~

of some six milzien & year, those 1tama alang

marriaa mathers waaﬁ&vad twenty aallara for the first one,
thiwty dollara far the second, and farty dallnra for thraa
or more, Ehny ware antitlad to ﬁhe same statua as tha ‘mer-
ri&d math&rs, stamting with thair third ahi!d. whﬁy ra- .
eeivaé money from the state for twelve years instead of o
five. wabla 2 on the rallaw1ng paga ‘shows tha mnrriad
mother's scale of ‘bonus, |

wha lo4y lsws took the right of alaiming part @f tha
husband's aatate, and ethar benefits, from the unregigtar»d

lﬂm. sxm, m gggm g_g gg;g w, PP, 18»19.
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mothers, A eummannxaw marriege no- 1anger gavm thm wife any
alaima far aupg@rt af her ahilﬁ againat its fathsr. whﬂﬁa
born out of wedlock were still eansidarsﬂ lagitimata but o
the 1@5&1 rightu of women were ehnngaé.‘ Qhara wes & rush N
to get married and thgaa wi&h.large rsmilies were eithar ‘
ragiateraﬁ or haﬂ marriagg eersmanies in the @hnweh‘ %k»gg
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11

11,3 W, Burgoss snd H. J. toske, The &an p. 189.



87

were cases where 8 men wea merried to one womsn. and raise&
a ramily by am@ther. The naw’law msas previaions te uare
fﬁr such eiraumataneea with tha spaeial ailawunees. %tgta |
hﬁmaa were aetabliahad te cere for thaae waifa free of o
eharga if th& mnthér 8O, &esireﬁ To. further étimulate the
hirﬁh rate tha government gﬁ?@ awarﬁs to m@thara with larga
fnuilies. The “ﬂﬂﬁhﬁrh@@ﬁ naﬁal.” first alasa, w&ﬁ ‘glven
fer aix shildran and the second alnsa m@ﬁai for fiva. wn«
”erﬁar of Glery of Hbtharhoad ﬂa&ai. fi»mt eiaau, was given
to ths mothesr af nine; the saeanﬁ alaas, for &15&&; and the
third « laas, ror snven. ”Mnthar H@roina,” the greatamc |
hoﬁar & women eauld attain, was given to the mmther of ten.
Taxes wara impaaed on bachalars amd ebildleSscaupies, and
amailar taxes were sssesged on one and tw@wehild famiiiea.
The period of vacatian from work for pregnant s%mnn wag in-
creased from sixty-thres to seventy-seven days., %hat al-
lawuﬁ ﬁhirtywriva days baf@ra and forty-two after the birth
of 8 baby.

The Rnnsians antered marriaga with the underst&nﬂing
that if they were m@t aatiatieﬁ they could get "written off
the recarﬁa” without any trouble., To meke the divoraa easy
to get, they avaiﬁsﬁ having any ahildran to eampliaate the
uituation. For some years before the 1944 ehanﬁe 1n marital
1awn, the perty mamhara and Eomsomols gave &s bleek 8 mark
on the party reearﬂ for aivaraa as they did for aemuel pro-

misculty.
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'ﬂm Commnists 't‘aund by matmu and error method that
the fam:lly must stend to pmsew@ the mtion. The. ahang@s
in thaa mrriage, ﬂivama, anﬁ abortion lawa Bare. bmught
abmat aminly thwugh the eﬁ:‘furts of the mmn M‘ Easaia,

The fuwm ar femily 1ife 18 st:!.ll in the hands of wmmen.



:{n a poor nation the ahilﬁran are the greamat suf-
ferers in times of :‘am or pmr trouble., FRussis bed her
share of femine during the time of the Tusrs, when bad
crops left the population short of food, with no reserves
to tide them over. Iivestook was better cared for than the
children. A peasant could always get more children if »
few dled but the loss of one COW reduced his insome end the
savings of years thet had psid for bor. |
hly prized then girls, The entire
femily rejolced and -mlebratéd i1f the newborn baby wWas &

Boys were more hig
son, but & daughter wes &R added burden until she was four-
teen or fifteen and could be married. Her birth brought joy
enly to the mother's heart; she was just a girl end so0, un-
welcome, Her Pather might be beaten by his friends afier &
deughter's birth. When she was five, it wes her duty %o
mind her youngey wrothers end aiawrs gs & mrsa » even
though her family were rich, am she received little food
snd poor ledging. A boy had mo tasks % until he was eight,
then he wetched the horses.

All children bethed snd slept together from birth mﬁ

89
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hﬁé'llttlé modesty. %he girl was expaataé<ea retain her
virginityinntil merriage, when she might ‘becone very~§ra-
mtscious, boasting of her lovers. The 1ittle foliks scsan-
the younger t&ay looked, the amaller pay they rﬁaeivsﬁ. .
The meximum weges for 8 nard day's work of twelve e four-

penied the u@man to wnrk on the 1andamn¢r*s spopers:

teen hours brought the women about thirty aaye&kﬁ, snd ﬁhaf
children were peid much 1ess. They slept on straw but hed
no shelter or food. 'The girl's labor on her fathar'& farm
prought no returns except food but 2ll the m@ney ahe earned
working elsewhere was her own and could not be taken from
her., For this reafon maay of the girls begen %e leave the
village for the fae&ery work of the city after the dawn of
the industrisl revolution,

The birth rate in Russis 1n 1900 was thrice thab of
the United Stetes, but mortelity was also three times &3
great, Children wers borm close to each other but so ter-
rible were 1iving conditions that one out of three died be-
fare they were one yo&r old. Ih‘tﬁa summer the mother
worked in the fields, possibly far from the villege. She
must lesve the baby of & few months at home alone on the
dirt floor. If'it'bmcama‘hnngrg, it haﬁ‘p@lﬁicéa‘ﬂf chewed
pread tied on its hands and feet to get enough sustenance
to lest until the exhbausted math@r GBRE hﬁm& at night.

populer educatlon caused much gontre ?arsy'aamww the
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lesders. (Count Tolstol wented all the people of the country
tﬁﬁght but others feared lest they might learn of the free~‘
dom in other countries and demend it for themselves, w@gugg
Conservetives and Libersls pretended to work together, their
discussions were spirited end heated. All agreed that the
people should be imstructed but differed on the methods to
be used. The Conservatives, advisers of Alexsnder III,
realized th&t the ntata mest do aama%ﬁiag to prevent the
Iiberals from doing it privately. They decided supervised
training would insure stete control, end set up schools not
to save the people from ignorance, but &s bulwerks egainst
Iiberalism, |

These schools wers to tesch the children to be loyal teo
the ehurﬁhAaﬁﬁ to pay the Tzer the respect and gratitude
due him, They were eminently religious and the development
of intelligence wes of 1little impertence if they could pralse
God aaearﬁiﬁgrta-ths church rites. The Liberals wanted to
include a broader course of study, which would etiract the
children to ILiberalism, They meintained that real learning
wes the beginning of progress,

Russis, not including Siberia, was divided into thir-
teen regions, esch under an inspector, sppointed by the Min-
ister er.zﬁueatiaa, The Curator was the heed of all the
universities and schools in his district, end sppointed thelir
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hﬁa&gpstars‘- 8s might introduce new methods, even changing
the whole system, with the consent of the Minister of Edu-
cation, .

Thers were 18,815 Zematvo schools in 1903 under the
direction of the Minister of Educstion.l Mis control was.
continuelly fought as he desired to hemper their educationel
work. They were organized in 186% ss county or district
councils with the right of texstion. It was their aim to
glve everyone the opportunity to scquire knowledge and to
provide medicel services for the peasants, They plenned
to meke instructors availsble to all perts of Russis, and
in some parts of the Province of Moscow the school was
brought to within three milss of every village.® But the
preject Tslled due to the snimosity of the Govermment,

They determined the length of esch term of school and sme-
lected the teschers., The Zemstvo fixed end provided the
selary of the faculty but each village provided & building,

Pay varied from one hundred ninety-five rubles to four hun-
dred and thirty with an average of two to three hundred.
Priests were paid from thirty to sixty rubles snnuslly to
teach religion and were required if the headumester did not
have & theologlcel education. The Zemstyo mainteined & 1i-
brary and reading-room for the mester.

1a, 8. Rappoport, Home Life in Russia, p. 140,
aﬁarﬂarﬁ Peres, History of Russia, p. %02,
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In contrast to this, the village tescher provided by
the state was poorly peid and led & miserasble existence in
bad surroundings. Living in ene reom, he could not affeord
& family. ¥He was summerily dlscharged if suspected to he
friendly with & revoluticnery. He wss often dismissed on
the evidence of persons having some petty spite sgainst him,
If removed Tor such reasons, he could not get e post any-
where slse because the inspsctor would never dare hire him,
If 8 girl pessed the examinations and received her certifi-~
eate to tesch, she begen her work in the village schools and
wes in danger of seductlon from the men.

Compulaory attendance was unknown but most places of
leerning hed te refuse entrance to many for lack of room;
some 4id not receive girls but where they were sllowed, the
boys were bstter beheved. Corporasl punislment was con-
demned by the inspector and by most of the teschers., There
was less difficulty with discipline in the villages than in
town, as the reletions between students &nd mesters were
betier. Meny schools had only one tescher to hsndle el the
work but ell offered four years of study. No awards or
prizes were given for good scholarship but on completing
the four-year course the child wes given & certificate or e
book, which was generslly one of the four Gospels, to show
that he had finished.

Count Dimitri Tolstol, in 1872, founded town schools
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offering six years of training to cover three classes.

Thele were of service to the merchant and ¢ity clesses and

prepered pupils for technicsl institutions and were orgen-

ized to counteract the work of the Zemstvo. 'wha,gwsitian’

of the teacher in the city was not much better than those

in tha villages except that they might be promoted to sn in-

spectorship after twenty or twenty-five years of teaching.
The course of instruction conaisted of resding, writ-

ing, the beglunings of gremmer, the four rules of erithmetic,

and Bible history. Most of the children could learn all

the teaschers had te give them in twe years. The villege
priest supervised the program; the elder of the village
scted as honorsry Curator; end the lended proprietor pald
the smell wages of the tescher, The children were needed
at home but their perents wented them to learn to read,
write, 2nd do arithmetic,

There were meny types of schools: some gymnesiums
were for girls, atheré for boys. Some were operated for
the use of the middle-class children and the courses offered
were good, Forty privete institutions offered the seme
course of study to both semes, Privete governesses were
employed by some of the rieh, elthough it was not & com-
mon prectice &s most of the wealthy femilies sent their
children to the gymnasiums,

Russis hed seversl giris' colleges, whose course
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of study wes usually confined to modern subjects with pos-
8ibly scme Oreek and Istin. They offered Russian history,
geography, netural history, elements of algebra, philosophy,
Yowever, by 1900, fine
srts, medicine, and pedagogy were sdded in an effort to

end two or three living lenguages.

cateh up with other Europesn countries.

IAfe for the puplls and instructors wses not much bet-
ter in the universities then in the lower schools, The
censorship of textbooks wes very strict during the time of
Nicholas I but the parts blotted out were taught by word of
mouth so thet young men studlied sbout freedom and learned
forbidden sclentific kvowledge, snd Dsrwin's end Spencer's
idesl philosophy, which horrifisd the clergy. Politlcel
and economic theories were discussed in spite of epposition,
Iectures were given on Merxism, Professors of law were
openly for comstitutional reform. The universities had to
contend with the c¢lergy, the magistretes, and the newspspers,
which were in the hends of the ruling clesses and did thelr
bidding. Meny Liberals lost their positions end lives in
the beattle to give the pupils knowledge.

Students were falsely ac¢éused of desplaing learning,
yet crowded the lecture rooms of teslented professors, They
listened sttentively and their sharp, probing questlons were
frenk snd to the point, gilving some indications of the fu-
ture action of these pupiles during the revolution of 1917.
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They asccepted the doctrines of Marxz with fervor, willing teo
become mertyrs to further soclel ideals, They were out~
spoken in demands for nnivsrsal anffraga'uith'equai,rights
and a secret ballot. Disturbences resulted in arrests end
venishment of large groups of students to Siberis, k@t’thia
only caused furthaé egitation by thaas'laft behind, The
intelligentzie end atudents joined hands with the Bolshevlks
énd the Mensheviks but this’uniaa could not stend as the in-
telligentzie were too conservetive. Younger scholars went
with the radicals asvthay had lesrned too well the theories
tanght by their mﬁmﬁtﬂra.

The Givil Wer changed the standing of undvaraity pro-
fessors end widened the rift between them and the radicals,
Thousands were executed becsuse of auayaeted’ﬁiaioxslty-ha

Copmunism, ZEngineers and technical experts were needed at
once in every field of induntry. aeetars, nurses, 1&#3&9@,
anrd educators were in demend by ths thousands, "At the
Revolution, the figures rar 1lliteraﬁy were in Europesn
Russie roughly sevaat;bfive per cent and in Siberis eighty-
five per cent; in Russién Central Asie literacy had prac-
tically to start from scratch.” Primary instructien had
been given to many by the church but the stete no longer
eliowed priests to teach, thus hﬁaﬂiaapgiag’the battle
against lgnorsnce. 8o many of the intelligentsia escaped

3rpia., p. 491.
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death to impart knowledge to young Bolsheviks,

Educetion of the messes was one eim of the new stete
send 1t begen withkbirth. The Communists planned to set up
state nmurseries to cere for infenpts from the time they were
boran until ready te go to school., Some Communists wented
all of them to be teken from their mothers and pisced in
the stete nurseries soon after birth. They also sdvocated
doing eway with merriege and the home completely. This ex-
treme view wes not held by the msjority of the 1@@&9?3; but
state nurseries were set up for the convenlence of working
mothers. The factories were required to furnish places to
keep bables &nd meny lerge spsrtment houses buillt nur-
series. Ienin called for the relssse of methers from the
constant care of thaié progeny.

Children up to four years of age could be taken to
freches, nurseries. There were day and night nurseries where
the mothers could lesve their bables on the way to work,
then plek them up on thelr wey home,
to care for the children of women sttending the univeraitiea

Others were set up

&énd others for the use of mothers who were going out for the
evening, Some were reported &s specisl nurseries, which
were opsrated during hervest time when every woman was peeded
in the flelds. There were still others which operated twen~
ty-four hours a day in reilwsy stations and inm the parks,

The infant wee brought by the mother and undressed, then
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hended naked to the attendant, who bathed it and placed it
in & eridb or pley-pen. The mother returned at stated in-
tervals te feed the beby if it was breasst-fed. Otherwise,
the child recelved two light breskfsasts, a2 dinmer, and s
tea. It was exemined delly by s doctor who recorded weight
end tompereture, snd it was glven s blood test every year,
Burseries were not only places for the mothers to
leéve their children but they also were schools where thh
youngsters were trained in good hebits of mind and body &nd
prevented from lesrning bad habits, The first years were
formetive and more could be done to guide them into Com-
munistic thinking, They were divided into groups of ten
according to age &nd were trained by the nurses, who teught
them to do things for themselves., They put away their own
clothes, played with pencils and crayons, peured weter from
ope jar into snother without spilling it, clearved the table
after eating, end put awey theilr toys. %o stimulate co-
operation, they helped each other dress snd undress. They
were taught how to cross & busy street in the city, and on
the ferm they learned te e¢sre for rabbits snd chickens.
That was the theory of csre for children held and sup-
ported by the Communists, but these bsautiful nurseries
were realitlies only for the reslly privileged classes of
workers and Party officisis. There were not enough of them

for 8ll &nd the poorer lsborers could not afford to use them.

Meny of the pre-schools were bleak, primitive, and dirty.



99

In they villege they were dilapldeted, ¢old, unsoreened,
and filled with flies, They were used by two classes of
peoples the rich, and the very poor who were provided nupr-
series by the settlement houses,

Much the ssme procedure was followed in the kinder-
gartens where the four~ to eight~yesr-olds were left. They
changed from street clothes when they errived to prevent
contagious diseases, They had e¢lose~cropped halr, their
own glass, toothbrush, soep, and towel, There were many
books for them to look at and for the tescher to read to
them. Some were storles of children in other lands and some
were falry teles which were benned for & few yeera but were
later permitted. They preferred nerratives that deslt with
work in the fectories and on the farm but were encouraged
to mske up their own stories Bnd gemes. They modeled
animels from papler-mache and built tractors, planes, ships,
and mechinery out of tin cans, wood, and wire, But most im-
portent of ell for the Party, they lsarned about Communism
and studlied the politics they saw sbout themselves. They
found thet the work of five c¢hildren squaled that of one
man,

The changes msde in the social structure by the revelu-
tion extendsd to the schools, %To help counterasct the in~
fluence of the teschers inherited from the old regime, every
institution was made self-governing, The children met and
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drew up ﬁhe ru1es which governed both pupils end teschers,
They plenned ﬁhaiy own studies and to discover the most af~
 fective methods of inatruction, they experimented with all
kinds of innovations. They took the village street, the
budget, egriculture, shop work, or some other phase of prsc-
ticel training &8 & cless project snd concentrated on it,
leaving reading, writing, end erithmetic to be learned as
incidental. Pupils worked siated hours in the fields snd
factories to get close to life end lsbor. They went on ex-
cursions to distant distrieis, paying their wey by speeches,
songs, e&nd pleys. The children were more socilal-minded then
their fathers, freer of rece prejudice, knew more about

@3; and polities. They could telk fluently
&nd knowlngly on Marxism, the evils of Cupltalism, and the

class struggle, but they could not spell carreatlyyﬁy@hey
knew}that_ﬁew York was the ceater of the hated 08p1téli$m 
but 414 not knaw»w%ara‘mew York is Joceted. The schools
turned out goed Marxists but poor engineers, who wers needed
- 80 desperetely in industry,

To remedy the situstion, & series of decrees were
passed which reformed the system, The authority of the
teacher was restored which pleced lesson planning beck into
his hands, History, geography, end methemetics beceme re-
quired subjects sgein. Definite lessons &nd work schedules
were eatablished and the pupll's progress wes tested by merks
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and exeminations. The students were still allowed & voice
in the affeirs of the school by sitting with the teachers in
council and helping enforce discipline. They continued the
excursions, the new decree presdribing three visits to elec-
tric-stations, factories, and farms. Rducators still held
that the best way to leern ebout life was to psrticipete in
it. They upheld the theory of group soliderity snd the re-
sponsibility of each for all. The best students coached
the legging ones to study harder to win a higher standing
for ths class, Greater stress wes pleced on technical
knowledge than in the serlier deys of the revolution,

The elementary &nd secondary divisions were called the
Seven Year Schools and the Ten Year Schools, Children
aterted when elight years cld and began to learn the three
R's just as Americens do at six years, They edvanc

sd into
the study of geogrephy, drawing, histery, snd physics, The
primary &lm of Bussian education wss to trein workers but
the state also wanted them to be directors, &s it is the
sole owner of industry. The child was trained to Work in
the mill or orgenize & collective farm, to be &t the work-
bench one dsy and to be & Commissar the next dey, ﬁhgae
institutions were supposed to give a2 comprebensive education
leading to & specisliy, so &anﬁiﬁraft snd shop-work were
given. The best telent in the fields of engineering, art,
egronomy, electrical engineering, mechinists, ete., came to
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lecture, g&eh on his specislty. One hundred eighty-nine
difreraat tribes of people inhebit Russle, Each speaks &
different dieslect or lenguage., Isnguéges were therefore
stressed in school to drew sll these peoples together., Ev-
ery ¢hild must study et least one besides his own., For the
minor netionelities the study of Russien wss required to
ernein, Bnglish,

provide & common medium of commmunicetion, :
and French were learned in thet order. As the physical and

social well-being of Russian youth became more impertant,
sports which hed been discontimued sfter the revolution were
re-introduced. AL least one hot mesl & day was provided free

~or for 8 nominel fee. Decrees preventsd the pupils from be-
ing overworked with outside tasks, Teachers were not al-
lowed to meke ssazignments for vecation time., Homes were
advised to set aside s study corner if they could mot pro-
viﬁe‘a study room. The active interest end co-operation of
the parents wes sought by having them sit in council on the
problems of education,

Students, having completed the full time in the Ten
Yesr School, were ready for the colleges, In many places
the three upper grédes of the Complete Secondery School
were not offered but every district hsd three or faaréyasr
technicums where students could train in any field they
wished, If they did4 not care for books or were snzious ta‘
get directly into active work, the training in the technicum
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was sufficient, They could choose one of seversl courses:
commerce, trensportation, social economics, ert, medicine,
teaching, or agriculture. These studies prepered specisl-
ists such,as;tggis%s, teuaaaré, nurses, mechanics, agrono-
mists, and draftemen. The student spent three months in the
clessroom, then two months on & job getting practical ex-
perience, uhiah'reqniraa a year or more longer sc thet he
oould finish the study of theory., The embryonic architect -
had to do his apprenticeship in all phases of building. He
learned to lay brisks, mix cement, acted as an sasistent |
foreman, &nd worked in every branch of construction. The
graduate of the technicum spent the first five ye#rs in the
field instead of the office. Some students, in place of
working in the fleld the first five years, went back te
schoel for post-graduate work. ,

The young men and women who went directly to work in-
stead of going to & technicum could begin to ettend the
Rebfac, the factory school, snd get helpful training. If
they showed outstanding sbility, they were sent by their
union to universities on & scholarship. The pride of each
factory was 1ts school., The worker was under the super-
vislon of the foremsn one day but attended class the next,
whlle those in clsss the previous day labored. These stu-
dents produced more finished articles than the common sm-
ployee. They competed with those in other factories, snd
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the winners of the contest were given & holiday tour around
the country. ,

Besides the great number of technicums, there were gol-
leges specializing in the humanities, history, langusges,
end arts, The famous Russian universities trainped profes-
sors, sclentists, and research workers. In nearly all the
soclial sciences were stressed, There were Party schools
for those wishing to specislize in polities and public work,
where they studled the problems of Seslalist soclety.

The university students were perhape the best example
of Communism in Ruasis, %hare,naée "mass quarters® for

men and

women. @14 hotels or nobles' houses became living
quarters and each room held meny immstes. A nerrow bunk
stood in each corner with a smell table for study, There
was & bookshelf; nalla on the wall for extra clothes with a
curtaln to protect them from dust: a ahast»af drswers for
food snd other possessions; a suitcese or two for each per-
son in which to keep underwear and letters; and on the walls
plctures of Isnin, Stelin, and Buhnov, Commissar of Rduca-
tion. A man or girl slept on each bunk except when & map-
ried couple used one hed and lived in & voom with ohher
students. The last to lesve each morning had te clesn the
room. The noon mesl was furnished by the college or hotel
canteen and generally consisted of cabbage soup and black
bread. Most of the students prepsred their own breskfest
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and supper in their rooms., They had teas, blaak bread,
herrings, and apples. If they hed the imgredients to mske
soup, they prepasred quentities sufficiently large to last
for several meals., Food wa&s never private preperty and
everyons in the room shared whatever was available; evsn
those in other rooms casme in for something good, which is
true Communisnm,

Russian c¢hildren, es those everywhere, liked %o pley
and when winter came with its i1ce and spow, were out skst-
ing and toboggening., This was the time of year thet ylelded
the most pleasure in play, and the streets were rilled with
playing children. All managed to get skates in spite of
shortegesz. The znow fell and pecked to a firmness that
permitted skating in the streets, in the yards, and in the
city parks, Sleds came shooting down 2 sloping street and
pedestrians had to look to their own safety. But in the
gpring ernd summer there were fewer children in the streets
beaauéh nearly &1l the houses hed big yards where they
could pley. “Every house stands in its own grounds. Even
where the front is flush with & main strest yor will find
inside the big courtysrds and extensive back yards.“#

The revolution toock its toll of the lives and health
of children. The Civil War mede thoussnds of orphans emong

the families of the aristoerets, nobles, and bourgecisie.

%A, wicksteed, My Russisn Neighbors, p. 137.
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Their ranks were inéraaﬂsd by children abendoned by parents
who did not want them end by those who had no fathers.
These rosmed the streets and lived by stealing, beggimﬁ&
and rummaging in gerbege cans. They sold on the hiaék'ﬁnrw
ket cigerettes which hed been issusd by the government,
Their clothes were the dirtlest of rags and slways too
-large, A coat served &s complete covering for some, and
they died by the hundreds,

Trevelers in Russia tell of numercus lnc¢idonts where
they say these orphens or "wild children." They slept in
dark doorweys in the soldest weather or traveled shout on
the treins frem town to town, out of sight until the train
sterted moving, then they swarmed out of their hiding pleces
and climbed eboard like locusta. The trainmen were helpless
to prevent them from staying becsuse 1f they were pushed off
one car they got on encther, Wwhen the train pulled into a
station these children jumped off and swarmed all over the
town begging #nd stealing food, and were the dreed of the
townspeople. They were feéred becsuse they bit these who
refused to help and meny were syphilitic snd could pass on
the disease with a blte, So they treveled about until they
found a ¢ity or willage thet suited their fancy, where they
settled for awhile. A well-dressed foreigner might ezpect
to be accosted by small beggars wany times,

« « » "necle,” I heard a boy's vaiea, fgive us 8 ten~

kopeck plece f@r a loafl of bread.’
He wes & street waif, I hsd not heerd him ap-

preoach. He seemed to have shot out of the earth,
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end; even as he finished spesking, several othar
walls dashed over to his side, 21l boys, barefoot,

- ragged, faces smivched with soot as 1f they had comse
out of & chimney, They explained that they hed just

- arpived in the city on 8 freight~train end were fear-

- fully hungry, I lnvited them to follow me, &nd to-
gether we walked about in sesrch of one of those
woman pedlars 1in Moscow who sit out until the early
‘hours of dawn selling sendwiches, rolls end herd-
bolled eggs. In the doorwey of en old building we
found such & woman Past asleep over her basket., I
bought 81l her rolls end eggs; the welfs pounced on
the food with delightful avidity, As their spirits
mounted, they grew chummy and telketive. They hed
never before bgen in Moscow or in any other city,
They were from different villeges on the Volga
orphens all, end after weeks of wamdnring‘af@eé,

on boats and in frelght-trains they hed st last
reached Moscow in the hope that some Soviet organize~-
tion would put them into & home. They seemed not et
all worried over their rags, their descletion, their
aloneness ln the world, They were geod-humored peas-
ant ¢hildren.5 o

To care for these wild children the govermment built
institutions, combining @ school, a farm, 8 fectory, snd
houses,. Captured 1ike any wild énimal and brought to these
centers, they were given food, clothing, 2nd a bed, They
hated confinement, s0 i1t was a job requiring much patience
to tame them. Accustomed to running in hunting packs in the
aities, they snatcohed purses from women, waeylaid end over-
powersd men, sometimes beating them fearfully. Such & ehild
would have to be retrsined mentally before & normal life
could be expected of him, They numbered hundreds of thou-
sands, mostly boys who took to the vagabond life move resd-
ily. When girls had taken to thst kind oflife, they were

easler to capture and tame.

SMeurice Bindus, Bumanity Uprooted, pp. 21-22,
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The Soviets did not permit corporel punishment even in
the institutions where they were teming the wild.  Even
parents were not to impose thelr suthority over their own
progeny by punishment. Any edult casught striking & minor,
even to fend off the willd ones, was liable to be hsuled into
court &nd reprimsnded seversly, 1f not fined for such con-
temptible bebavlior, Msny children reported their parents to
the authorities for punishing them or for éisloyai remarks
ebout the govermment, which might result in deportetion to
S8lveria. This left its msrk on the charscter of Russian
youth which should be showing in the generstion haw coming
into power, whoe are now in their thirties and forties.

Youths were encouraged to believe that they were the
gource of power for the Communist revolution end on them fell
the duty to meke Communlsm successful, Three sge groups
were organized to agt es traeining units, apnd to be the eyes
and ears of the Perty., They were (1) Comeomols, (&) Plo-
neers, and (3) Octobrists, They considered it their duty to
keep their elders up to standard.

The Comsomol, or Communist Youth lsague, was the school
for recrults to the Communist perty. It was the strongest
support of the regime, numbering about five million members,
ranging'frmm fifteento thirty yeers old, %They were organized
into more then two hundred thousend cells in facdtories, on
fnrﬁa, and in the universities. The league resembled the
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Communist perty in structure and by-laws but did not have
the strict admission reguletions of the Party. Anyone could
join the Comsomols, regerdless of c¢less origin, 1f recom-
mended by another member &8s to charscter end loyalty., Mem-
bers were expelled for drunkenness, rowdylsm, race-prejudice,
love of luzury, inectiveness, or & mesculine attitude to-
werd women, later, finding an influx of hostile elements
from the intelligentsia were joining, the Comsomols set
up & grade "B" class and required new members to go through
a probetion pericd of eighteen months before they could be-
come full-fledged members. There were usually at least s
hundred thousend candidates weiting 1in this category.

The Comsomols were founded in 1918 and did not grow
rapldly the first year.

At the rirst Congress no more than 22,000 were rep-

resented, at the second, 96,000; in May 1920 the As-

sosiation possessed 320,000 members, end when the

Third Congress wet 1n the sutumn of 1920 the mumber

was 480,000, of which 60,000 were provided by the

gégﬁ;iggsb§fﬂzgetggg§§;g and the Ural, which were
During the first Perty purge, its membsrship wes cut in helf
8o thet by 1922 its rolls contained only two hundred forty-
seven thousend, There wes & repid expension sfier the
purges 8nd by Januery, 1925, there were ons million, one
hundred asnd forty thousand members,

The Xomsomol continued to grow rapidly during the

second decade of the Soviet regime, and overtook the
perty, Alrveady in 1928 it had 2,070,000 members; in

Sgieus Mehnert, Youth ip Sovist Russia, p. 59.
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1930 the membership rese to about 2,500,000; and in
1933 it mounted to 4,000,000, Like the party, the
Komsomol halted 1ts expansion &t this point for sev-
eral years, . . . The growth of the EKomsomol contlm-
ued et &n incressed tempo, By 1939 the membership
had reached 9,000,000; in 1940 it wes 10,000,000, ,
on the ave of the war in 1941 it was sbout 12,000,000,
« « « At the end of 1943 the membership had reached
17,500,000, Whole sections of the new ermy-recruits
as well &s mors seasoned soldiers . ., ., wers lngor-
porated in the orgenization. On one oceaslon, the
celebretion of its twenty-fifth anniversary (Octe-
ber 29, 1943), the Komsomol addressed & gresting to
the Central Committee of the Communist Partiy signed
by 17,320,000 men and women.' |
The (omsomols were the "shock-brigedes” during the early
years of the first Five-Ysar Plan, They were the scourge
of the Kulaks, foremost in the drive for collective farming,
and the leaders in the new methods of farming. They were
to be found working on every comnstruction front, wherever
there was a orisis, regardless of denger, herdship, or hun-
ger, One thousand volunteered to work in the gold mines
of 8iberlsa during Russiats desperste drive to acquire capi-
tal to import modern industrial machinery necessiteted by
the first Pive-Year Plan (1928-1932)., Ones thousand five
hundred Comsomols velunteered to msn the stations along the
new seaway through the Arcotic; sevem thousand, to build the
tractor plant nesr Stalingrad; and thirty-siz thousand, to
get cosl out of the mines and into the furnaces, In every
great task they were to be found: dlgging the subway in
Moscow; putting up the steel mllls in the Ural mountains;

building the new hydroelectric centers in Biberie; &nd

Tp. J. Dellin, The Reel Soviet Russis, pp. 233-235.
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erecting the new city, Comsomol-on-the-Amur, on the Pacific
coast,

The reception of & shock-brigade of Comsomols in & fac-
tory was often far from rriemaiy because their metheds to
spur grester produstion were not very considerste of the
workers oy officisls, They dragged everyting éut into the
open end printed in their pspers everything that they felt
should be exposed, The factories were always short of tools
and raw msterials and living conditions were desperately
ped, The passive resistande of the workers to the methods
of the Qomsomols wore them down until brigades that merchesd
into a factory einging songs of joy snd vietory, merched out
agein shedding teers of despair,

The organigetion, elthough founded on & democrstlc ba-
818, demended blind obedience from iis members., Each group
elected 1ts ezecutive committee, who in turn seledted the
secreteriss to direct the activities and effairs of the unit,
but these officials must be confirmed by higher authorities,
Stalin and the politburesu sppointed the Secretery of the
Centrel Committee of Comsomols, This appointee approved the
choice of the region and the district official, who in turn
spproved the village secretary, Actuelly all control was
in the hands of Stalin.

In 1936 Stalin tried en experiment on the Comsemols,
which, if successful, would be tried elsewhere. He ordered
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them to edmit intellectusls to their orgenization, just as
they already &ccepted goverament officiels and their fami-
lies and even children of XKuleks &nd former fepitalists,
with this order they complied, '

Younger then the Comscmols were the Ploneers, who were
ten to sizteen years old, enrolling by the mid-thirties
sbout six miilion boys snd girls and eight or nine million
at the outbresk of World War II. They wers divided into
brigedes of fifty members, each composed of Mlinks" of ten,
The brigede was usuelly stteched to & Comsomol unit to
which its leeder belonged. The Ploneers were open to all
classes but centered around the factories snd collective
ferms, New members underwent & probeticnary period during
which thay‘ware'inntyuatea how to be good members, They
then made the following solemn promise;

- "I, & Young Ploneer of the Union of Soviet So-
¢imlist Republics, in the presence of my comrades,
solemnly promise thet I shall stend steadfastly for
the cause of the working clase inm its atruggle for
the liberstion of thewrkers snd peesants of the
whole world; I shall homestly and aanatantlg carry
out the precepts of Ilich [Ienin], and the lews and
customs of the Young Ploneers.”

gy% *ive lawe: The Plonesr is fsithful to the
cause 0O e working ¢laes and to the precepts of
Ilich. The Pioneer is the younger brother and helper
of the Comsomol apd the Communist, The Pioneer or-
gggizea other children and joins them in their life,
'he Pioneer 1s & comrade to other Ploneers, and to
the workers' and pessents' children of the whole
world, The Ploneer strives for knowledge. Knowl-
edge and understanding are the great forces in the
struggle for the cause of the workers,
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 The Five Qustoms: The Ploneer protects his own
heslth and thet of others. He is tolerent and cheer-
ful, He rises early in the morning and does hls
setting-up exercises, The Pieoneer economizes his own
time snd thet of others, He does his task quickly
epd promptly. The Ploneer 1s industrious and per-
severing, knows how to work c¢ellectively under &ny
eonditions, and finds a wey out in all cirgumstences,
The Ploneer is saving of the people's property, is
sareful with his books snd clothes and the equipment
of gﬁin§a§kahap. The Ploneer does not swear, sSmoke,
or X

The (ommunists demonstrated on all occesions to keep

the revolutionsry ardor high. %o aid in impressing the
echildren, they permitted the use of ambi&ms such 88 the
red flag bhadge with aiakls end hemmey snd & cempfire with
three logs symbolizing the Third Internationel. No other
orgaﬁizazien might use these badgea #nd emblems, The
Ploneer saluted with the open hand raised above the forehead
to show that abeva his own 1@%&#33%5 he pleced the working
¢less of the fiﬁalﬁéntinants of thaﬁ@rld symbolized by the
five fingers of his hand. The children paraded through the
str&ets in precise military rarwatian with mnﬁh bugla'51@w~
ing; the boys dressed in gray or khaki, like the Boy 5énnt$‘
in other countries, with red handkerchiefs around thelr
hesds and carrying little red flags. When the column was
called to "mark time" they did ae_with Vigar; cpnxtﬁatly
shouting their slogan: Y¥segds gotov! “Always ready!” Muoch
like the Boy 8cout mottos "ﬁavprajaradz

At aah@@l the Pioneer sought to excel in his 1@3&0@3;

8, R, wWilllams, The Soviets, pp. T6-T7.
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also in msintaining order, in celebrations, and in editing
the "wall-newspaper.” At home he favored fresh air and op-
posed vodka or other liquor, objected to his fether beating
his mother or the smaller children, or fought flies, bed-
bugs, end coekroasches, He extended exterminastion to the
crop-destroying pests, both insects and rodents, with the
gosl of killing at lesst five rats snd ten mice every yesr.
He collected bones for fertilizers paper for newsprint;

and scrap-iron for tractor building; he wes & missionary
for the Communists in end out of the home, tryiﬁg to per-
suede the wild gaengs to go to the children's colonies., At
the brigede meetings he reported a1l that he had done end
was sdvised on his future sctivities,

The children were trained et the most impressionable
age and it wes here thet the Communists sought to make athe-
ists of them all, The one requirement before jolning the
Pioneers wes thet esch should quelify &s an atheist,

The members of & Pioneer ¢6lub in Moscow wrote:

we, the young godless ones, are waging sctive war

egainst our religious perents.” And the puplls of

an elementary school sent this note: "We under-

gtand what it meens to be Ploneers. They ere the

chaps who believe in neither God nor devil, and do

not wear grosses. . . . We would like to join them,?

The third and youngest youth organigation wes the "Oo-
tobrists,” enlisting eight to ten-yesr-olds. They were
similsr to the Ploneers in all respects except age, &nd

91. Lawton, The Russism Bevolution, p. 246,



115

numbered ebout four million et the beginning of World War II.
The kindergertens were preparatory schools for the Octo-
brists.

Andrew Smith, in I Was 8 Soviet Worker, wrote that 1t

wes & common sight in the poorer workers! section of Moscow
to sece swarms of boys and girls going into the sgualid,
government-owned saloons to eg8t the remmants of food left
on the taplaa'and empty the dregs of the glasses which bad
been uaedvts drimk,ggﬁgg, & drink made of fermented black
bread and voéka, They filled the streets, wandered about
completely intoxiceted end remeined as numerous g8 ever in
spite of government efforts to wipe them out. Ohe might
try to stesl & ride on the street cars end, when thrown off,
be struck by spéading euntos, but no one stopped to see
whether the child waes hurt., They had no morals and no one
wes surprised to see even young girls have children,i0
Such conditions impelled the authorities to attempt chang-
ing c¢onditions for children,

Rew nurserles, schools, and ihaﬁitutions were bullt as
repldly as possible but never fest enough to keep up to the
level af the demsnds. The

Oommuniste then changed their
policy and demasnded that perents assume responsibility for
their own children., The law required both father and mother
to support thelr offspring until they were eighteen, provide

10pndrew Smith, I Was @ Soviet Worker, pp. 112-113,
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for their health and education, &nd trein them in the spirit
and interests of the workers' atate., If the parents 4id not
wish to keep their children, & third party might have them
and only by &8 court order could they be compelled to return
them, end the welfare of the children dictasted finael dis-
position. This made & noticeable improvement in the looks
of children. The young people twenty to twenty-five years
old were small and thin, their skin sallow, their chests
rlst end baocks hollow, They were the generation thet suf-
fered malmutrition, disesse, exposure, and sbuse during tha
femine of 1921. Another group ten to fifteen yesrs old
showed the effec¢ts of the famine of 1932-1933. Food during
their formetive years wag so scarce that the erbﬁta wuulé |
alweys merk their bodies, Ohildren born in the mid-thirtiaé
end later were in better health with sturdy bedles, clear
skin, and bright eyes. |

The edudationsl system changed during wbrldlwar 11,
1943 and 19434 militery treining becéme universel beginning
with boys in the fifth grade., They took pre-military
training, technical or professional courses in sgriculture,
industry, or sclence, The girlas enralled in courses on
housekeeping, cooking, sewing, and the care of children.
The old Tzerist system of grading students was restored,
and gold end silver medals were awarded for high scholer-
ship. Students were given entrance exsminetiens and were

greduated from school. An important forerunner of the 1943~
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1944 changes in ocurriculum which replsced the old Bol-
shevik concept that history begen with the 1917 Revolution
was the resumption of the tesching of the "humanities" and
history, both Russisn and foreign.

In 1946 the refusal of Kiril Alexelev, acting commer-
clal sttache of the Soviet Embassy in Mexice City, énd his
femily to return to Russis mede newspsper headlines, His
wife wrote of the reasons they sought to stay in the United
stetes. Even though both husband &nd wife belonged to &
privileged group of technical specislists and earned five
or ten times 83 much &8s the skilled employees under them,
they were s0 overworked &nd so wretchedly poor that the life
of & typieal Americen femily looked lumurious by contrast.
There was no limit to the extrs hours a skilled leborer was
required to donste to the stete, They could not condemn
their son end deughter to the fate of youth under the So~
viet regime, where they might be sent to work at forced le-
vor at any moment, The Kremlin found thet juvenile de-
pravity interfered with industriel production and peid &
vorus for eesch new child to obtein larger femilies, as did
Hitler end Mussolini, But the new generstion of children
wes 8till taught to despise morel codes and religlous idesls,
They continued to spy on their elders and to have contempt
for their psrents, The twelve-yesr-old children were made
subject to the death penelty for politicsl orimes énd few
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in Russis were shocked. The Alexelevs' apertment in Russia
consisted of one room ten by thirteen feet, occupled by
five people. There was never enough food sfter lining up
st the neighborhood store at six o'clock every morning to
get the few vegetables and the bit of bresd that were sveil-
eble. Tea end dry bread were the menu for breakfast,
There was nelther milk nor eggs for the young. During the
iliness of one of the Alexelevs! chlldren, & specilalist wes
required, with his exorbitent fees, insteed of the over-
worked and incompetent govermment physicians, He advised
sgainst sending the child to a hospital, bedsuse thelr fil-
thy conditlon might sggravate her 1llness, The speclalist
wrote & prescription which could be filled only &t the Erem-
1in hospitel pharmecy reserved or upper officisldom, 1

No toys were sveilsble. The boys and girls played
"srison” end "liguidation," meking use of the tregic dis-
tresses around them for enterteimment, The doviel Govern-
ment in 1940 pubt into effect 2 system of child exploitation,
Under the guise of & lebor-training program the authoritles
instituted an ennuel "mobilizetion" of children from thir-
‘teen years old end up. Millions of boys end girls were
torn from their homes and apprenticed as miners or factory
hands. Thelr wishes for the future were not consulted.
These children were literelly made slsves, they were pleced
in barrscks under rigld discipline, and glven food unfit to

~ 1lgins I, Alexeiev, "I Didn't Want My Children to Grow
Up in Soviet Russia," Reader's Digest, L (June, 1947), 11~-12,
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eat, They opereted mechines in munition factorles or trac-
tors on the collectives. Thelr black uniforms were dirty
snd torn, few of them had shoes, and all looked drawn end
sicl, But even worse than the physical handiceps was the
mental servitude that every Russisn child hsd to conform
with to be & good citigen, They hed to put thelr minds into
a streight jecket, had thei:r best instincts distorted snd
thelr emotions crippled to f1it the needs of an ell-powerful
state,12

From the avidence of relisble witnesses, 1t may be
safely assumed that Russia hes never been a good place 1n
whieh to reise normal, heslthy, and hsppy c¢hlldren. The
revolution mede conditions worse for them and Stelin's re-
gime has not impreved‘aanditians after nesrly twenty-five

years of experimentation.

lem.) Py, 1‘“’"’15:



CHAFTER V
RUSSIAN HOUSING

Under the Tzars the Russian village housed over ninety
per cent of the population., Foreigners visiting Russis were
seldom allowed te wander smong the rurel populetion to see
cenditions or houses for fear they would talk to the pess-
ants about the situation in other countries end meke them
more restless then usual, The urbanite wes not even per-
mitted, for the seme reason, to go to & villege fer any
length of time.

The villages in Little Russie were built on well-
chosen sites, close to & river and mostly on the summit of
2 hill. The houses were scattered over the pesture lands,
and cettle, dusks, and fowls roemed sbout freely. There
were no streets. The church bullding end cemetery were in
the midst of the town, There were glent winged windmills
over high well tops. The man who owned no well got water
frem his neighbor and cccesionally geve 2 coln in payment.
It was surprounded by smell farms, with strips of black soil
ready for seeds, fleldsof golden wheat, or green pasture.
gerdens were Filled with melons end sunflowers, &n importent
food.

The houses were built of sarth and thatched with fresh

120
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straw. A well-thatehed roof did not lesk when the reins beat
upon it end the house was cool in the summer and warm in the
winter ag the straw served to insulate ageinst the changes
in tempersture. (leznliness was born in the Little Russian,
but not in other provinces., The houses, in the gurdens,
were slways gleen and white since the walls were white~
washed aften. The windows were bright with pinks, roses,
end many-colored poppies. There were no trees around the
village efhin the surrounding steppes. The black lend of
southern Russie wes supposed to have been wooded at one time
but the nomads preferred preiries and destroyed the forests,
Hbﬁevcr, it mey well have been the scant rainfall which
caused the land to be bare since it rains only ebout twenty-
four days in the yeer. Building lumber was therefore scarce,

The peesant of CGrest Russias did not build duredble stone
homes, The well-to-do had one-story houses, whose gebles
were decorated with wood carving. Inside, snd neer the
front was the 1sbe, or living room, which was not always
¢clean or comfortable. Wooden benches bullt sround the walls
served a3 beds., Elsewhere & bedastesd might be found for the
fether and mother, At the entrence there were icons, pio-
tures of saints, whose feces were black with age end stains
until they could no loﬁger be recognized, since they were
heirlooms, held in high honor. Even in poor homes & small
lamp wes kept burning day end night before them., The
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tablewere wes kept in & cupbosrd, which completed the fur-
niture in the room. Chairs were rare,

The winters in Russle were long and c¢old and all people
suffered severely. When the peassnt had been out, he came
into the house, pulled off his shoes and stretched out along
& bench beside the stove, where it wes comfortebly warm.
When the fire was first built, the door or & window wes
opened to leét out the smoke, As this clesred, the door was
shut snd the room became very wsrm, The peasant dressed as
wermly &8 possible and never took his clothes off indoors,
He coverad the house from top te the ground to keep out the.
bitter cold and in unususlly severe westher, brought his
cattle into the isba to protect them. They, in turn, helped
keep the living room werm et night when the fire sank, The
room smelled strongly of animals, smoke, cooking food, and
drying clothes, For those unacsustomed to living under such
circumstences 1t was difficult te breethe in such 8 hut,
which was small (about twelve feet square), with & door so
low that s man must stoop to go through it., The floor wes
of earth, and the celling so low that a tall man could not
stend upright. Tiny windows let in very little light but
too much drsft and c¢old, DBesides, the whole building was
made of thin wood through which the cold penetrated, BSuch
houses were typicsl of Greater Russia, whose peasents made
up nine-tenths of the population,
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The stove wes the most important item in the peasantts
house because there wers six months of snow and cold, It
occupled a8 quarter of the room, furnished hest, cooked the
food, baked the bread, and boiled the dirty clothes; s11 the
members of the femily bathed by it in turns, and most of the
femily slept on top of 1t'a11 winter, The peasants burned
everything in the stove before spring -- wood, strew, dung,
and sometimes even the roof beams, It wes torture to stay
in the room when the stove was being 11t on scéount of the
smoke, which burned the eyes all winter and ¢sused much
blindness. There wes no chimney and the smoke went up into
the roof where some escaped through the thateh or holes in
the wall, and when the family could no longer stand the
smoke, the door was opened, Jhlmneys were lntroduced, bdbut
the pessants preferred the old-style stove without & vent
because 1t let oul some of the heat. When the stove was
hot, there still were frost crystals in the corners of the
room &nd if the fire died down the house beceme deadly cold.

In the summer the peasant wife kept her house scrupu-
lously clean end tidy. Thers was 8 cold corridor between
the 1sba and the room in which food and clothing were kept.
This was used as & living room in the werm season snd life
waes more plessant than in the winter-room. The cooking wes
done outside when the mild weather permitted. Severasl fami-
lies might use the same shed, In the rear was the cellar.
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The stables behind the house were usually of wood but
the cracks between hoards ware so large that the wind and
rain blew through leaving puddles of water on the floor.
The bern did not always stand in the yard, elthough some-
times 1t wes built neerby. The tollet wes usually sttached
to the living quarters and if the psasant could efford it,
the entire courtyard was surrounded by 2 high wooden fence,
Few ralsed flowars since there wes po market for them. In
the gerden were vegetables, with a clump of sunflowers in
& corner to furnish seed to be roested end esten 2s & deli-
cacy., A quick-set hedge surrounded the gerden, but no trees
or shrubs broke the monotony; not even fruit trees, The
houses faced each other scrose the wide street to prevent
the spreed of fires, Sldeswalks for pedestriens did not ex-
ist, Deep snows in the winter slternsted with mud or dust
in the sumwer,

To the Russien, & bathroom (however primitive) was a
necesslty. During the winter months he poured water on hot
plates or rocks to f1ll the room with stesm end, to hesten
perspiration, the bsther beat himself with bireh sticks,
When the skin was red and the blood warmed, he ren outside
and threw himself in the snow. Many families improvised by
erawling into the oven of the great stove, taking & bucket
of water to rinse off, Each member of the femlly, on Satur-
days or before holideys, wsited his turn to get into the
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oven, where he sst bent over until the perspiration flowed,
then he jumped out and put on clean clothes, Some aﬁaaed
too long and dled before others took them out,

The pessanta were superstitious end believed 1n spirits
end fairies in spite of the teschings of religion. They
fesred to antagonize one of the house fairies who lived with
them, the domovoi; no harm should be done them, and as twl-
light fell it wes wise not to mentlon them, If an evil one
took & dislike to some member of the family, the spirit
wandered about the attic at night, waking the children,
seizing people by the throats, and generally making life
miserable. If they were fortunate in getiing & good one
that loved the master of the house &nd his children, he
would feed and csre for the horses, protect the daughter of
the house and find sultors for her, and bring prosperity.

The landed proprletor had two houses, one in the capil-
tal, the other on his estate, Living during the sumer at
his country place, which wes almost as comfortable a&s that
of most Europeans, he ezercised close supervision of all
farming operations. Nis chateau, unlike the csstles and
manors of the aristocratic Bnglish, was a one-stery bullding
with blg lefty rooms, comfortable with Russisn-mede furni-
ture. One of the many bedrooms was set aside for guests,

gince hotels were scarce, travelers stayed with the landed
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proprietor and slept on 8 sofa if all ths bedrooms wers
filled. The windows were double to keep out the cold but
one set could be removed during the summer. The stove was

& big ons like thet in the peesant hut but differed in con-
strugtion. A stove, built between two rooms, resched to the
ceiling and was faced with ornementsl tile of verious colors,
At the smell door nesr the floor wood, straw, snd other fuel
were pushed in and s chimney carried off the smoke, The
tiles beceme so hot thet they could burn the bere hand and
the steve retained its heat for meny hours, The landed pro-
rristor lived much more comfortably than his pessant neigh-
bor,

The Moldavian peasant inhebiting Bessarable built his
house of cley, strew, and horse dung, When & new house was
needed, &1l the relatives were invited to & feast where some
performed the nationel dance, djiogue, to strains of soft
music, while others begen to build., A bench ran along the
outside of the carefully plestered walls snd the roof was
thatched with straw or rushes, Only the well-to-do had a
ehimney; the poorer people just left 2 hele in the roof
over the hearth,

These peasants were cleaner than those of Qreat Russie.
Everything in the house wes polished and shining. An altar
in the corner of the room faced the east and was decoreted
with real or artificisl flowsrs end hung with silk or cot-
ton drapes. A blessed loaf of bresd and cendles were pladed
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on & table under the imeges &nd whest straw wes erranged in
the form of & cross, The beam running scross the céiling of
the room wes hung with spples, small yellow gourds, and
bunah;g of grepes {in season). m@uquets«ef bluebells were
popular end the girls dried and powdered them on their
dresses when they were golng to 8 celebration. A large soft
divan ren elong one wall covered with hend-made ﬁapeatries,l
&nd at the back were cushions of red or green. A teble with
two or three psdded chairs completed the furniture.

The housing in the large Russien cities was, 1P possi~
ble, worse then that of the peasant's hut,

The census of 1890 in 3t., Petersburg showed 7,374
underground ¢ellsrs housing 49,669 persons, An
additional 3,499 gerrets served for another 21,804
persons. 1In these quarters people lived on an av-
erege of four to the room, Only 48 per dent of the
dodgings in the clty had separste kitchens and 14
per cent were kitchens only. less thsn half had
senitery conveniences., A study in 1897 reported
~that in mény workmen's lodgings less then B6 suble
feet of air spasce wes sveilsble per person, that
18, & space approximately 3 x ¥ x 7 feet., Cellers
were particulsrly unsuited te humen habitetion in
‘Bt. Petersburg salso, because of the frequent inun-
dations from the Neve River; Bt, Petersburg was built
upon 8 gwamp., o S
- Llving querters in Moscow were reported as even
worse, in some ways, then those in St. Petersburg.
An investigation in 1898 reported by the Moscow City
Council covering 16,47 1&@@1353 in one of the poor
quarters in Moscow showed 180,919 persons, 17 per
tent of the population of the city, living under
shocking conditipns. "The detalls are almost in~
credible. The steirs which leed down $o the dens
which the people inhabit &re covered with sll kinds
of filth, the dens themselves are slimost filled with
dirty boerds, upon which there is equslly foul bed-
ding, and in the corners there 1s only éirt. %he
smell 1s close and beavy, There is hardly eny light,
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becsuse the dens are half underground snd the 1it-~

tle light obtains entrance through the dirty windows,

Benesth the windows it is sbsolutely derk; the walls

ere damp and covered with mold, "l

Workers received &bout thirty to fifty cents a day aﬁd
many could not afflord to raht. The sanitery @nd hygilenic
conditions of the Russian factory were borrible. A few (and
this was the exception rather then thn‘ﬁule) had dormi- |
tories where men, women, &nd ahildran slept side by side eﬁﬂ
woeden benches in sultry, crowded berrecks, or in aellars
without windows, Most had no dérmitariaa and‘tha poorer
pald tcilera.laharaa twelve te fourteen hours & day and
slept on a bench or teble beslde thelr tssk &t night, with
some regs for pillows, This even heppsned in shopes where
dyes or chemicsls were used that injured the workmen's
health, |

These wage-earners, living &t some distence, hed quer-
ters &lmest &s péer £s those sleeping in the shops, They
built smell yellow houses in & vacent fleld to get away
from the crowded aress but soop others had joined them until
the ﬁgrraw strsata‘baaame filled with dust, mud, or rubbish
and their aanﬁitien was a8 unheslthy as bafaraa

The homes of the bourgeoisle were much better than those
of the workers. They were bullt arcund & courtyard where the
poultry rosmed. In the cellar were supplies of foed. The
living rooms were large and rufnishad eomrértably wiﬁh gheirs,

1xihgnbury end Fairchild, Factory <zg§1;x:g§§,§@ma§';g
the Soviet Union, pp. 10-11, ’ ’
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and divens, The bourgeoisie left the city during the summer
if pessible and if they could not afford a country house,
built small huts in the neighboring forests, The wealthy
built country villas with every convenience for summer liv-
ing.

The factories tried to solve the housing shortage by
building barrecks neer the shop., These might be rent-free
and furnished living querters in addition to the wages,
dome of the beat housed two or three families in one room,
others had grest rooms where seversl femilies lived together
with no privacy. Lighting and ventilation were bed, sani-
tary provisions were completely inedequete, snd the furnish-
ings were mesger, Children slept on rags in & corner and
adults sometimes had to take turns sleeping in vermin-in-
fested beds or on bare boards, The cost of living more then
doubled between 1914 and 1916, end during the war there was
little bullding, This msde living conditions more oppres-
sive for the women who remained at home.

' The Clvil Wer in 1917 destroyed, possibly, twenty-five
per dent of the houses, There was little new construction,
or even repalr, following tha'mavélatiunﬁ. Many of the del~
lers &nd tenements were torn down or used for other purposes
by the Soviet suthorities. All this was offset in part by
opening the big houses of the nobles and wealthier bour-

g&aisie. The workers weré given preferente over the former
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higher clesses and more then & half million in Moscow moved
from their tenements into fine houses,

he migration from the country to the sity continued in
incressing numbers as factories grew, but this only increased
the housing shortage, How to remedy the situation became 8
controversial lssue among the Communlats, Bome favored
bullding cities for a2 vpopulstion of fifty or sixty thousand
people, in exceptlonel cases ss high ss two hundred thouseand
people, including three- or four-story bulldings capable of
housing four to elght hundred citlzens in each, These so-
cialist cities would be divided into three parts: the indus-
trisl, the cultursl, and the living centers, Hach edult
would be entitled to e separate room but esch house would
furnish communal rooms for recrestion, study, sports, lec-
tures, esting, leundry, and other aétivit&@ﬁ. Other Com-
munists favered bullding &ll new factories st some distance
from the cities so that ell employees could live neer thelir
work, thus relleving overérowding in the citles, This group
also favored communsl lsundries and kitchens to free the
women, With both sexes employed 1nvtha factories, the size
of the new cities would be about helf thet of cities where
only men worked.

These 1deas on the housing problem got ne further than
the theory stage. Ths Communists issued deorees meking all
buildings, houses, tenements, and furniture property of the
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state, but they were not fully carried outy instesd, shenges
were to be mede &t the discretion of locel suthorities. In
Moscow and leningred all houses were confisceted with revo-
lutionary ardor. The terrified owners made no protests,
This was easy to do, but menagement of the houses was quite
enether ticklish problem. Hence, complete cheos prevailed,
How could new tensnts be found? The question has not yet
been answered. S0 grest wes the disorder in the beginning
that departments of the Government were powsrless to use the
newly asquired houses. They could not even find out ex-
sctly how meny they owned. Rents were sbolished, so that no
money wes svailable to keep property in repeir, and deterior-
ation followed swiftly. The tenants did whet they could to
keep & roof over their hesds but littde of their meager
wages aenaﬂ'ha B0 sypent,

Sanitation, light, and water wers supplied free of
charge, tut in meny pleces the light and senitation services
ceased eltogether and water service became unreliable. '?iﬁes
burst during the winter end could not be repsired for lack
of plumbers &nd materiels. The basements were flooded with
water, which rotted the foundations. A fuel femine devel-
oped and the woodwork of houses was torn off, even complete
buildings demollished, to provide fuel, There was an orgy of
destruction because no one could stop it. (Committees of
tenants, who were responsible for the menagement of the
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houses, were powerless, The euthorities criticimed the com-
mittees, assusing them of falling under the morasl corruption
of their bourgeols neighbors. But nothing happened for sil
initistive was peralyzed with the abolition of private own-
ership, &h&~§%mwfﬂiﬁﬁ\$$ﬁﬁ& game into existence for the pur-
pose of comtrolling and distributing wealth but it did not

even control housing,

No one was entitled te living space unless licensed by
some aut@g@}ﬁy and proletariens were given yrefgran§a~whiéh
mennt 11v1ng‘1n the fine bourgeoisie homes., The working-
slass tensnts entered their new homes in & resentful mood
sgainst the wealthy and in spite of their swagger they did
not feel at esse. The owners were hostile and were l1iving
in sdjoining rooms, The laborers c¢ould not realize that the
furniture they had seized was really theirs., Most of them
di4 not know how to cere for it, end spitefulness led others
to indulge in senseless destruction. The fesr of eviction
st eny moment also ceused fallure to care fer the property.
Men sprewled on divans with muddy boots, or chopped wooed on
the polished floors untlil the celling below them fell, Women
put dirty, black pans on tsbles sovered with fine linens.
The toilers did not know how to ¢are for fine homes even if
they had hed the inclinstion,

The stete proved to be one of the chief instruments of

destruction. It created numerous government depariments
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which required housing e&nd & continuous shuffling of sccom-
modations went on. Often & depertment in leeving one build-
ing for another carried the fittings end even the doors with
it. The Boviets had a manis for collecting stetistics but
after hundreds of &ttempts to discover the amount of destruc-.
tion, they abandoned the task for lack of money and compe-
tent officials, So much paper was wasted in these vain at-
tempts at rag&straﬁian'thnt the supply ren short, Thou-
sands of houses were in ruins; thousands had been completely
destroyed; snd the proprietors fled from thoussnds more,
leaving them without ceretakers, The Boviets proved them-
selves inefficient in ownership. PDuring the esrly period of
Communism, the menagement of houses was entrusted to com-
munes of workers but they were uneble to exerdise their
powers, They lssued thousends of decrees without results
and the few little repeirs mede were the result of spon-
tenecus efforts by the conmittees of tensnts, The State

was powerless to come to thely ald,

At last the Soviets realized thelr feilure to hendle the
houges properly, but they were reluctant to abendon the ex-
periment aqmpiqﬁely, and no one wanted to own ﬁﬁa&:g;ned
property. éhb $tate issued decrees which raturnadmam&ll
houees; owners gould leese them for not more than twelve
ye&ravif their charges were legel, If the bullding con-
tained more than eight rooms; ten per c¢ent of the habitable
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area must be at the disposal of the suthorities, The right
to buy and sell them was restored at the seme time, PFami-
lies liviﬁg in the old mensions might become owners by psy-
ing for them. They bought only the building, not the lend
on which it stood, Payments were based on the group income
and distributed“a?a? a period of years, the purehesers heing
responsible for the upkeep., The new policy was not highly
suctessful becsuse in Moscow and lLeningrad only sbout twenty-
five per cent of the property was freed, Tenants, fesring
eviction, mede only superficlal repeirs. This, too, proved
& fallure, | -

The next experiment was co-operative builﬁing.  This
was of two types: house-building snd tenants, The first in-
¢luded workmen, employess, and other citizens, They waraval-
lowed credit for building purposes from the Btate which wasg
to be repaild within sixty yesrs, One per cent interest wes
¢herged and did not begin for three yesrs, The property did
not really belong to the builders even after payment, the
government retaining sctusl ownership. Ioans were also made
to house building units by the fectories and trede unlons,
or were obtailned from the Fund for the Improvement of the
workmen's ILiving Conditions (PUBR). Under this progrem
workmen were required to contribute ten per cent of the cost
of the building from their own funds, while the employees
(not manual laborers) were required to furnish twenty per
cent of the cost of the bullding, OCiltizens wishing te build
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could obtein loans, but they mﬁst‘inveat £ifty per cent of
their own money, pay slx per cent interest, and repay the
mortgage within ten yeers. They were repaid in the form
of vent becauss experience had taught the Bolsheviks that
only thus could buildings be meinteined. The bullding co~
operatives charged higher rates than did the tenants, be-
sause 1t must cover interest, smortizetion, repeirs, and
payment in full., The tensnt co-oparatives were & group who
bought tho old house they wers 1iving in apd the monthly
fes was lower as 1% did not cover fully the amortization,
repairs, end administrative costs, 014 houses then fell
into disrepalr unless the g@#@rmmant gave special aasiét*
ancé. An ingrease Of twenty-five per cent was required of
new houses which yraveﬂﬁéd their deterioration. This ex~
periment was slightly more gucsessful than the communal
housing plen,

The cost of spsrtments wes regulated upon & slass ba-
sis end was charged according to the space oceuplied by the
tepent. The unit wes one square B&gen {forty-nine square
feet)., The workmsn paid the leest and the bourgeolisie the
most, but in sddition the latter were texed ten rubles (five
dollars) per squere sagen, This wes devoted to bullding new
housés for the working classes. In some insteances the high-
est ﬁmﬁunt pelid wes one hundred times in excess of the low-
est. Rents were repestedly roised and it waes recognized
that they ought to defray the cost of menagement and repalr,
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hut 80 low were the wages paid to workeres that they were
n@ver gble to pay enough, The revolution was suyp@sea ta
be for tnn syaaial benefit of the uorkara, but they suffered
most rraa th¢ hnusiag cetastrophe., The purpose of @@mmnniam

was to end 1nequalitzes but as 8s' alweys been the case, the

.,,«‘;\‘

man ﬁith ﬁ@nay emuld get anxthiﬁg Spaanlataru and men of

means got the baﬁt aaeamm@da&igns while ‘the workers livea in
poorer quarters, thaa b@urgaaiaia even managed to get into
the special communal houses set apart for the tollers at-
tached to Steate factoriesg until,‘in some instances, half

of thﬁ tenants uwramarahauté; Those in control preferred
baurgﬁeisia tenants becsuse ﬁara rent dould be‘ﬁhargad and
the houses ¢ould be kept repaired with money left over for
the committee of management,

In 1924 the Government decreed that elections must be
held tqlsalaat conmittees of tnﬁanta to keep the houses re-
paired and the rent collected. Qenersl meetings of tenants
were celled and were forced to accept a Bolshevik as the pre-
siding officer. Two 1ists of candidates for the commitiees
were aﬁhmittod; oene of the non-proletarian tensnts and the
other of the Qﬂu&uﬁist party»mambers_and its proletarian
adherents in the house. The president excluded ai; who be~
longed to the exploiting alaaa, and if thay protested, re-
ferred them to & higher court which delayed 8 declsion so
that they could not vote. Meanwhile the election proceeded
snd Communists were chosen for the posts, although even the
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thinning of the ranks of the bourgeoisle 414 not always in~-
sure victory for the Party. The executive officer then
called for a vote on the Bolshevik list of delegates, ignor-
ing the bourgeois cendidates, and if the majority declded
against the Communists, the president disputed the ma jority
and declared the Perty's list elected. Protests followed
end second and third mestings were held in the ssme manner,
At lsst, in compromlise, 2 delegatlon representing poth sides
was chosen to settle the matier but the Communists demended
a repreaantstiaﬂ of five members out of seven. The negotia-
tions of course broke down and the president announced that
the original list of delegates was elested &5 the House @
Committee. Thus, &s far &#s the tenents were concerned, the
Bolshevik-owned housing was also & fallure.

Accommodetions became steadily worse the first decade
following the Revolution while the population in the indus-
trial centers increased. Many people found themselves in
worse conditions then before the (ivil War, The effect upon
health was appelling. Whole familles were confined to one
room and even rented spuce to strangers to help pay the cost
of living. Rooms wers often damp, derk, end depressing.

The poor were driven into the cellars, Here they washed
and tried their clothes., A change in underwear was msde once
in every few weeks and scmetimes once every few months.

In en effort to corrsct such abuses the government
pessed the Housing Laws of 1926.
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+ + « Beversl reguletions revesl the principles fol-
lowed thereafier: ,

(1) Compulsory transfer or crowding of citizens
is prohlbited.

(2) Seientific workers sre permitted to retain
the right to "spread over" any rooms thet might be-
come free, :

(3} Exchange of rooms for "obviously speculative
purpose” may be refused; alsc 1f the person moving in
belo te the "non-working population.”

ﬂ%ﬁ) Any person, no matter of what stetus, who has
lived in & house over two years, mey occupy living
ares that mey become vacant,

(5) Proper erea, so defined, for housing quar-~
ters, does not imeclude rooms without mnstural light,
kitchens, corridors, halls, lobbles, service quar-
ters, protruding wslls end stoves or other immovable
heating equipments,

(6) Height svove 3.5 meters is not indluded in
the cublc spsce allowed,

(7) Bousing areas thet hes been vaceted, but not
assigned by the wmunicipal housing bureaus withln two
weeks, mey be populsted by the house menagement.

There were differentes in opinion abhout conditione after
1929, Busan Kingsbury, a friendly c¢ritic, meintained that
the Communists had made great strides in housing.] But An-
drew Smith's experiences as recorded in I Wes s Soviet
Worker showed that standerds were very low. Under the first
Five-Year Plen (1928-1932) the factories must provide ade-
guate housing for their workers. The Dynsmo factory devoted
twenty per cen®t of its surplus to bullding under the Moscow
Puilding Corporation, The Amo factory, in 1930, clalmed
it hed attained the stendsrd of one person per reom and five
or six square meters per person (fifty-five to sixty-five
square feet), &t an expense of three hundred thousand rubles,

21pid., pp. 206-207. 31vid., p. 200,
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thue providing for eight hundred femilies. The Red Rosa
M111 had furniahad three-room apartments for three hundred
end fifty families st a cost of five hundred and fifty
thousand rubles. However, the State Jjudged housing by three
rules: the number of persoms per room, the sverage floor
space, and the minimum height. The law required an average
of one room per person, & minimum of three meters im height.
The government was not able to attain this requirement,

due to the repld growth of the urben populatien,

Andrew Smith on his first visit to Russia reported
thet each worker received &3 muech room 2& his family needed,
with not more than one or two persons to eash room, all ¢leen
end nest. On his second trip, however, he discovered that
these so-called workers' homes were actually used by higher
officizls in the factories. The following descriptions are
of homes he visited:

Kuznetzov lived with about 550 others, men end
women, in & wooden structure about 800 feet long end
15 feet wide. The room contained approximetely 500
narrow beds, covered with mattresses filled with
atraw or dried leaves. There wore no plllows, or
blankets, Costs end other garments were beln uti~
1iged for covering, Some of the residents had no
beds and slept on the floor or in wooden boxes. In
some cases beds were used by one shift during the
day and by others at night., There were no screens

or walls to give amy privacy to the odcupants of the
berracks., There were no closets or werdrobes, be-
eause each one owned only the clothing on hils back.

In the ¢enter aisle, which wes about three feetl
wide, thers wes & row of kerosens stoves, on which
men end women were hesting kipistok (boiled water),
which they drank without suger or milk, eating slong
with 1t a plece of sour black bresd. There were no
other hesting fscilities, The men and women sat upon



140

their beds a8 they ate this, which was their supper,
their knees touching the adjoining bed &8 they did
80, There were no tebles, ., . . I could not stay
in the barracks very long., I oould npot stand the
stench of kercsene and unwashed bodies. 'The only
weshing fecility was & pump ouiside, The tollet
was & vickety, unheated shanty, without seats. i §
could not feel comfortable when I saw the bedbuge
end lice crewling ebout. The aimosphere was one of
sadness apd misery usbroken. Ne song or laughter
¢ould be heard, I left as quiekly as Icould, I
was told that &1,@@@ Elektrozavod workers lived in
such barracks,”

~ Bome time later I visited Yessiliev, & Russian
machinist, who was ln the fifth eate%ary and lived 1n
whet is known @s & Generel House on the Iazmselov,
This was e four-story brick structure about three
years old, but of slipshed construction. In this
building lived abeut 150 femilies, divided up into
groups of 15 femilles with ope room each, The group
of 15 families used one kitchen snd one tollet, et
which there was slways & long line waiting.

In the kitchens was & coel and wood slove made
of brick, which was not used beceuse it wes incon-
venient. The tenants used chiefly kerosens or pri-
mus (wood alecohol) stoves. With a dozen of the lat-
ter in full blast, there was & rosr like that of &
huge furnece, in which no conversetion could bve
heard, These stoves were &lso the only mesns of
heating, Vessiliev heated some tee (chopped, dried
vegetable leaves) and we hed black breed with it.

His wife apologized profusely beceuse that was all
she could offer me, . . . Vassiliev and his wife
lived in & rcomsbout twenty or twenty-five feet
squere. Thers were six beds in the room to sccommo~
dste the couple and four other tensnis who lived in
the room. The furnlture was very seanty, lncluding &
few chairs, & teble and & chiffonier, For want of
space & number of coets and dresses hung on the walle.
They had no radio or pioturee.b

In the spertment of an administrative official he found con-

ditions were much different from those of the workers:

Ypndrew Smith, I Was s Soviet Worker, pp. 4#7-4B.
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I was led into a gorgeocus seven-room ag&rﬁmant
equipped with its own kitechen &nd individual bathroom,
with elevator service, telephones, stesm heat, hot
and cold water, My host lived there with his wife
and two meid servants, The couple hed no children,
The apartment consisted of & salon, or sitting-room,
& dining-room, two master bedrooms and one bedroonm
for the two servants, an offlice or workroom for the
master of the house, & room for card playing end
danging and & summer porch. The apariment was sump-
tuously furnished with thickly upholstered chairs,
soft couches and expensive antiques, BScattered
throughout the suite were small, hand~carved tables
goveréd with beautifully colored mossics mede of rare
Ural sténe. The parquet floors and the walls were
covered with thick, hend-woven Orientel rugs, In odéd
-gorners one ¢ould see rith kniskknacks consisting of
jewel boxes mede of sesshells, vases, hand-cerved
ash trays end Oriental bric-e~brec, From the celling
in each room hung & heavy crystel chendelier. Theee
were supplemented by more modern fleor lamps, with
cut glass end silk shades, The couple possessed a
rsdlo of Russisn manufecture and & Qermsn phonograph.
On the floors of the master bedrooms were thick white
bearskins, Rich Russian hand-mede draperies hung
about the walls to domplete the ploture., It was the
most luxurious epartment I hed ever seen, richer
even then the spertment of the wealthy business men 6
in pittsburgh for whom my wife had worked as & cook.

The laborers were amazed when they found the room allowed
the rareign workers: '

~ "How meny of you live here?" Peter asked &s he
entered the epartment. "Just my husbend end I," I
answered,

~ "Pwo people for such a big room!" exclaimed
Peter in smszement. "You foreigners have it good.
My fsther dled in the Revolution and what do we have?
We live sixty in one room like this. They tell us
thet under the (zar the Russian people lived in the
same room with ¢attle, But the pigs, the sows and
the chickens were healthy, &8t leasst, HNow we have
to live with all kinds of diseased people., BSome have
syphilis, some have tuberculesis, All are covered

61p1a., p. 50.
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with lice and dirt end we heve to live packed in one

foulain. The pigs 1ived mich better than we o

now! "l :
Thus Smith was completely disillusioned,

The Bolsheviks built Banatoris and Rest Houses for men,
women, end children, They were in the Crimea, the Caucssus,
slong the Volga, in the auburbﬁ of n@zaaﬁ and of leningrad,
end in the Ural mountains, aama>afAhhasa‘naat Homes had
been the palaces of the 01d Regime but were not devoted to
the workers and pemsants for tﬁair vacations, or to con-
valesce from illness, These homes were maintained in all
their former splendor for the edification of the poor ten-
snts, Eighty per cent of the beds were reserved for ths
~ workers. Other authorities stressed the fact, from personsl
knowledge, thet these Rest Momes were filled with high of-
fiaials, their wives or sweethesris, aﬂd‘very few workers,
who were mistreated end denied fevors resdily grantéd to
the officials, punism failed to aghleve its stated aim
of everything for the proleteriet, nothing for the bour-

geoisie in Banetorie and Rest Homes, _

The revolution was a relief for the gremped peasants
beceuse meny of them left for the ﬁities,»zua#&ng feuer
growded into the huts, pDuring the Civil Wer, the peasants
entered the greast forests, out logs end bullt houses by the
hundreds of thoussnds, Qetting as meny logs as possible,

TM-: p. 54,
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they erected bigger and better houses with more window

space, The unsquered logs dovetailed at tha anda‘aﬁ& were
caulked with moss anﬂ md, The roof wes thatched with straw,
with which all were tamil&ar. The umlla were banked with
earth to kwap out the w&nﬁ nnﬂ frost, wha windmwﬁ wa%a
doubled.,

“_ In 1928, Stalin begen his first Five-Yeer Plen,
in which he plnnned to collectivize ferming, One goal was
the building of barprecks and homes for the paaaahﬁm. First,
however, bsrns and sheds had tc‘be built to cere for the
@attlﬁ, gréln, and maahinea‘ ﬁ@u#as ¢ould wait sinte popu~
letion wes no problem, but maehinaa‘ahd cattle wereyaaar¢e.
Gradually the efforts of the Communists were reuarﬁad in
the collectives whare first the berracke were tried unsuc~
aaunfully and rupzaaed by amail houses wixh a ggrdan and a
cow for each pessant family. The *gggﬁ were re@lﬂﬁad by
new tirapraar buildings of eanﬁrate, raafea uith tils or
ulata and sided with peat slabs, New farming towns rose
811 over Russia, thpugh slowly as meterials wers scarce,
There are still many homes of the 01d type left in the vile
lages, |

By 1937, many houses were Eaing turned out by & huge
combine on the Volge, which made them aum#late from door-
811l to r@af~ﬁaama in sections sﬁ that they aauldvba asssn-
bled iapiﬁly on their sites, However, these houses, like
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most others, were bleak and bare inside, a8 not much was
spent for decoretion. The Russians had fow rocking ¢heirs,
and shairs, tebles, and cupboards were built striotly for
use rether then ertistry, Fine, easy matiresses were prac-
tically unhesrd.of in the country, but the people had lesrned
to #1&3@ anﬁﬁ&ara on enything. uhnx of the new epertments
were equipped with dumb-waiters, gss rings, e¢lectrie irons,
tea-pots, &nd toasters, which are often broken &nd out of
order for the sme reason the wichines in the fadtories
bresk down. The Ruselens were nmt‘famiiiar‘with machines
and modern appllanges and did not taka‘the proper care of
them or tore them up t¢ see how they operated., They ques-
tioned everything. Instructions seid the tollet would not
dispose of newspapers and garbage; they experimented to see
whether that wes true with & resulting stoppege of sewer
lines, Newcomers in the oountry complsined thet the lave-
tories could be smelled for thirty or forty feet but old-
timers remembered when they could be smelled for that meny
mndred feet &nd were pleesed with the pragraua,' Time 1is
required to trein & bsckward people in the use of modern
living equipment,

A1l the hard-won progress in housing during the latter
‘guara of the 1930's was destroyed by the war. BShortages
were greatly eggrsvated in the clties by the four years of

conflict, and the mess movement of refugees, The average
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apertment house in Moscow was & shocking sight, sccording
to the obaervetions of George Mborad.a Broken windows were
boerded up or stuffed with paper and regs. There wes sel-
dom any hesat and the lights were restricted to & few hours
st night, Toilet facilitiss were unspsakable. ?ha wayp
caused the destruction of about t&irty per cent of the
houses which erowded the people into single rooms ageln as
in the years following the revolutien, Rooms or parts of a
room were sSublet to tensnts at & rate set by the lodal So~
viet but & tenent moving in masde & cesh payment, which hed
no legal sanction., This might vary from eight thousand to
twenty thousend rubles for & room sixteen by twenty feet,

A long-range building plan hes hoen put under way in
new Pive-Year Plana, ‘Twenty-five millimn homes are needed
&t once, but the authorities hope to have them in ten years,
Every effort is being mede to give the people small houses
for single families instesd of the huge apartment houses
built during earlier experiments. These are easier to make
than & lerge speartment house. However, housing hes been re-
gionalized, HBrick is preferred where clay is abundant; log
houses in the forested areas; and stone houses near querries,
Building hse been slow becsuse of the shortages in every
branch of construction. Two yeers &fter the Germen surren-
der, the majority of Stalingrad's population of three hﬁn»
dred thousend were s8till living in cellsrs apnd dug~outs slong
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the river banks, The Red October steel plant had eased the
shortage somewhat with new bungalaws end flets for sbout six
hundred familles, ‘Phe 8evieta have asgain failed to cerry
plens %o & sucoessful conclusion, The Red staref Russia

is ¢limbing higher into thg sky, but it ﬁas not olimbed
rapidly nor far from the horizom. | |
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| Thé Communist experim@ht, which atarﬁed with extréma
piens dr‘gévernment by all thé_pe@pia, falled to sllow thenm
a8 #aice in the runhing of their country, The worker who
was to have ruled 1s still exploited, The dountry is vir-
tually in the hends of & dlctetor, and is capitaliastic in'
that the mess im explolted for the benefit of the few. Xow-
~ ever, some modifications have given more liberty end free-
dom to the people, The next ten yesrs should be sufficient
to prove whethéf“nuasia will continue under the present re-
gilme or will throw off the shackles of slevery,

Communism has failed 1n elmost every experiment mede
by the Bolsheviks, tumt life for the people has improved
greatly over older standerds, Yet Russis has far to go te
attein the elvilization of more advenced parts of the world,
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