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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Much has been sald pro and con concerning the value of
the use of the aamiea; not only in the schools but in the
home and (or) elsewhere, While it is still a moot questiwn;
the value of the m@mies‘gpyaara to be inereasingly appreeiataﬁ
by the elasarcom teacher.

vé&éﬁéﬁant of the Problenm
This study ls made to determine any edusaticnal values
to be derived from the use of the ocomles. The problem shall
bavta ghow (1) what those values ara; (2) how they shall be
attainad; and (3) whioh comics are best sulted to aid in the s
attalnment of those valuaa; as shown by the data to be assem~
bled.

Source of Data
@he source of the data will be found in pariaﬂiaais,
texta, qu&atiannairms; the lattar as answered by taaanera,
syndicates, parents, eartaaniats, and personal experienges
with the comles in the classroom of the fourth grade in the
Cement City sahdal; Dalles,

Purpose of the Study
In recent years the comie has aspumed an important place

i .



in the lives of p@ayle; especially cehildren. They have ap-
parently completely captivated thelr imagination and interest,
Théﬂpurposa of this study is to find out why ehildrenxaxa such
comle enthuﬁiaats; what value they pla%a an the aamiaa; what
the parenta'! attltude is toward comiecs as reading matérial for
ahildr@n; if end how teachers in the United States are using
them as a teaching tc@l; and to make available to parents and |
teachers ﬁha possibilities of the comies as educational material
that could add to the %good life"of a child,

Ha jor General Thﬁm&a J. Hanley, Jr‘,kehiaf of militaxy
personnel preeuremﬁnt, -and Hear Admiral Thomas L. Spragus,
navy personnel chief, have said that Russia was using comies
"in putting their story of propaganda over to their yaungatera;"
and apparantly‘nas been successful in influencing the minds of
Young people. They further state of the eamdaa; "I what
they have gets results and 1f it will get us those same bene-~
fits or results for our ideas and ideals and bulld up a back~
ground for inesntiva; why not use them™l The navy will
utilize comics in a recrulting experiment, If the navy sees
such value in aamies; then educators should faeognima thelir
use as a leaming tool in education and coopsrate with syndi~
cates in keseping the comies dlgnified ané 1n£armativa.

Limltations
¥uch research and study would be nesded to find the many

1zgg Dally Times Herald, June 17, 1948, p. 2,



educational values of the comics in effective teaching, This
study is intended to include only those problems whiech deal
with the experiences of normal boys and girls in the elemen-
tary sahoal; and it is confined to latin and Angleo-Amerioan
ehildxen; with a special study being mede of the usmes of the
comics in the fourth and seventh grades in the Cement City
Sehool of the Dallas Public Sohools, Two classes of differ
ent grades ware used in the experiment which could have afe
Teoted the outcomes. The personalities of the teachers
probably contributed to the amount of learning. Alaa; the
nunber of the children was perhaps too small to establish

definite coneclusions,

Hethod

An invaatigatien is mﬂde of the use of comles as an
educational medium, Also, an analysis is made of the means
used to correlate the comics with classroom instruction.

Chapter II is a discussion of the background of the
comics and of the ocartoonists related to this study.,

Chapter III is an investigation of the comigs through a
limited number of questionnsires which weré distributaﬁ o
a few publiahars; aﬂue&tara; parentﬁ; t&aahara; and puplls,
These results are expeocted to shaw {a) the ohlef benefits
pupils derive from comic bouka, (b) pre~comic book activi-
ties reported by the sohools, (e) follow-up activities and
the sschools using aaeh; {(d) the ten most popular comie books
with students.



Data from the attached .esticnnaire were from the teach-
ers of the nine Dallas City schools guestioned and from fif- .
teen out-of-gtate schools, |

Rine parents out of twenty-five answered the parents'
questlonnaire, Pupils' questionnaires were from Dallas City
sohaals; Boys' TQWR; Hebraaka; and Livingatan; Texas, 41l come
ic syndiaatas’replied to thﬂ_qﬁestiennaire except Eduoational
Comios,

Chapter IV includes a result of the findings,

- Chapter V 1a the anmmary; eonclusians; and recommendaw
tions in regard to the continued use of the comios,. Only a
small number of the teachers in this study made use of the
comics in their classroom. Some recommendations are made for
effeetive utilization of the comies in the olassroom.



CHAFTER II
BACKGROUND OF THE COMICS REL&@ED TO THIS IH?E&TIGATIGE :
Means Used to Correlate Comic Books with
Regular Classroom Instruotion |

Kanten says that teachers hava found that.by introducing
Moby Piok Biak in cartoon strip form, children display more than
unusual enthusiasm for reading the original book,l Many ﬂf
the olasslic comles titles are of books already famillar to
them in school English elaases, 80 that they have direot ap~
plication to schools,

The Gilbertson Gempany, with.whiah,ﬁlhart Ranten is as«
ﬁoeiateé axarta great care in meking each book as authentio
ag passibleq and averages spending a year on each volume .
Captions and text are carefully checked for falthfulness to
the original.

During World War II the American Red Cross purchased
Gilbertson's entire output of olassic comies for distribu~
tion among its huts and reoreation centers. Some interest-
ing reactions have been reported from the service.

Among alnsaia comios produsced by thia gompany are!

Hoby Diok, .,maga, Iast o ..i;.&....._.m.,ﬂem A..s&&a......&
Citles, Robin Hood, Arabian Nights, Les Miseral
..%thwmi m._.a_m

‘1Albert L. Kanten, "“Classic d ﬂilﬂ
lion," Publisher's Weekiy, %‘xx.xx ?Mamn 23, 1%‘;3“‘ f?g
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Horsaman, ﬂr. Jekyll anﬂ!%g. Hyd ﬁ, wastwara Hb Uncle Tom's
Cabin, Gnllivar'a Travels, Tha Dear/ﬁlazer,uggg unohback of

Hotre @ama. g&gggeberrg“mm&gé Ihe Corsican Ernthara, Ihree

Famous Mysteries, The Path.Findar, Siiver Twist, 4 cmnneati“ ;

Sut Yankee in King Avthur's Qourt, Iwo Years Defore the Mast,
Tha.&dvaatggggqﬁg,waraa Polo, %19&&@1 strogafr, and Frankens
stein.

- In disouasing the aamios, Vosan says that comics pro-

vide education, dxama, and human interest.® When the camiaﬂ
eantain a story of a ehild who ls handicapped by a ph@siaal
defeot or extreme pevarty, that book ie sure to hold children
gpelibound while reading of the adventure. Throa@h the come
ios one gets an idea of what interests the child. Teachers
and parents must resognize the artistie, and the teacher must
be prepared to present to,chiléx@u;m&teriﬂl that has been
chosen for literary merit, Only that which is on the proper
experience level of literary merit will arouse the desired
response,
A Newsweek comment says?
The most significant faoet of the 40's (to fu~
ture historians), says Al Capp, will not be soms
tired landseape, nat Bome abnarmal or abortive at«
tempts of abatxaatianista and surrealists, bubt the
_ comlo strip. It is the most fanatieally fallow&d
- and the reallization of this is beginning to take
shape now. . » o L1l Abner certainly will safford

future hﬁgteriane some kind of a@aial dooument ef
aur tiise. - o e ,

Brrank Vbaan "Comies Versus Gaeﬁ Literatu&w * The
Grade Teacher, 1XV (October, 1947), 64.

S"A1 Capp: Lil Abner on a Crusade," The Newsweek,
IXIX (November 18, 1947), 60-63,



Ruth Strang says the reason children read comles is
because they meet their needs for oversoming in imegination
some of the limltations of adventure denied them in real
1ife.® To normal ehildren the comles offer the mental cathar-
sis whioh Aristotle claimed for the dryama.,

The comios supply to ohildren of 11mita&,raaﬁina‘ability,
a fom of e%@erianag thoroughly enjoyable to them, They ine
troduce a wide range of vaeabulary; ineluding many words re-
peatedly encountered in other reading.

They teaoch nature;- aaiama; gmgmgphy; . hmtaz“y; bi@gmhy;
respect for‘law; serlousness of 1ife; and many moral values,
The value of the comic differs for individual ohildren,

Marston divides the evolution of the comics in the United
States into three periods: (1) 1900-1920 consisted of comies
intended to be aamie; (2) this period witnessed the intro=
Quetion of pathos and human interest into the continuities
of the sarly twenties and ended about 1939; when leading
comics stopped being funny and became adventure stwipa;

{8) beginning in 1938 with the advent ar~8uperman; this

period made raepid departure from previously acgeptod stand-
ards of story-telling and drama,® Superman satisfies the
universal human longing ta be stronger¢ The wish to be super-
strong is a healthy wish, & vital, emm@alling, power produc~
1ng desire, It stimulates the ohild's natural longing to

g Streng, "¥ny Children Read the Comlos. " mg
tional School Journal, XLIII (February, 1943), 386,

“William ¥, Marston, "Why One Hundred Mlli.cm mari
geu2) Emga tha Comies,” The american Scholar, XIII (J anuar?s



battle and overcoms ebstael&a; particularly evil Qﬁﬂﬂ; thus
giving him a better chance for self-advancement in the world.
The moral force of this new type of story teaching is gtronger
than the older appeal of szelf~interest.

Feeling hig; smart; im@mrtant; and winning the admira-
tlon of thelr fellow men are realistic rewards for whiech all
children sirive., Protecting the weak and helping humanity
rather than killing and negledting is the new Gefinition of
herces by the comies,

Hoban says that "it is an illustration dramatizing or
emphasizing a story by making use of human yhanﬁasy; ETOw-
ﬁeaéneria; 1nemngruiﬁy; or satire, The cartoon toughes the
imagination which works like a sixth sense,"®

Cartoons which tell thneir story without the ald of ex-
planatory eaptiau; dialogue or balloons are best, They must
have character and hnmar; even though the latter may often
bring an uneasy as well as a good natural smile,

The Walt Disney and the Silly Symphony cartoons suggest
appealing applications to the natural aeianeaﬁ; in musia; in
atory telling; reading and other subjeots,

The cartoon ”Santa}s Workshoep™ illuﬁﬁrates mass produc~
tion the assembly line, division of labﬂr, procegsing stages
and the 1like,

An imagdnative teacher ean turn to good aceount the

GCharles ¥, Hoban, "Vﬁsualizing the @urrieulumg" Journel
%%’th@ Nationel Education Association, XXIV (Ootober, 19
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interest in the comlie page of the newspaper., The "Highlights
of Americen History"” has been arraativaly used 1o history
olasses. The teacher may obtain animated cartoons from the
picture industry.

Sones says of the comies:

The comio goes to the very heart of reading sompre-
hension and interest. Reading with understanding is
réading with images or precepts., Reading with in-
terest iz reading with personal) identifisation.
Pletures set off the imagery and sonversation par~
‘sonatizes the subjest matter and gives elues for
he reader to projeet himself into 1t, ZRduvational
oomies 4o this. . . . The number of words per page
is prastically equal to the wordage on the pages

gf rg‘ ar textbocks for the corresponding grade
level.

Again Sones states:

The comie book is one of the meny fh&aas of the
child's current environment, and life agtive
ity . . . The so-called slow-learner, or reader,
who is usually older than the average age of his
group, much of the comlo book reading may fit
his reading ability and provide just the prao=
tice material that 1g needed to Inorease his
reading vocabulary. . . « For the interested
child the comioes present real life experiences
which may and can be related to the aims and
aotivities of the school. Often the stories

are so0 vitalized that the pu@ié ¢an be lead to
further research on a subjeet.

The unsoolal ohild uses the ecomio thriller to let off
steam, BSones suggests some comic agtivities:
1. Oral veproduction of the comic book story,

"W, D. Sones, "Gomlec Books Are Coming to Sohool,” Pro-
gressive Fducation, XXIV (April, 1947), 208-209.

84, D, Bones, "Comic Bocks as Teaching Aids,” The In-
struetor, LI (april, 1942), 14,
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Identifying new words,
Developing meaning from piotures and content,

Pronounsing new words,
Finding meaning of parallel stories in literaturs.
‘Remedial reading practice.

Dramatization of story,
Group discussion of etory valus,

’navalap'aacial study aétivitiéax soience, mathe-
maties, geography, and art aativitiesgg

Denecke divides the comies into three main hﬁaéingal

I

IXs

I1I,

Informatiena1~~ralativaly wholesone

A, True comies

B+ Classic comios

Cs Real 1ife comios
D, True aviation

E. Bible stories

¥. Calling all girla

Harmless-~amusing stories of practiecal jokes, and
the like '

Walt Disney C New Funnies
Looney Tunes Erazy Komiocs
Ace Comios \ Fop Eye

Jolly Tingles ﬁ Bugs Bunny

Ha, Ha Comios Magio Comies
Terry Toons - Andy Panda
Surprises Coo Coo Comios

Unwholesome--dealing with orime, murder, superman
type of imagery, dealing with hatred, revenge,
hideous 1llustrations. Definitely bad mental
food for children, . ,30 B

19%ena Denecke, "Fifth Graders Stuly the Comie Books,"

Th& lﬁm ta Y

English Review, VI (Jenuary, 1948), 6-8, '
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Robinson points to the study made by Columbis University
students last year entitled "The Children Talk About Gamiaa,"ll
The study was based upon detailed interviews with one hundred
ehildren from various family backgrounds. This study has not
‘been examined,

ﬂabinsen alsa refars to Erank Gehan ths kind and under~
standing director of Youth Hbusa, Hew York, whm says that sonme
of the youths read as many as aaventy»fivm mamiaa 4 week. These
were comios of every elassification. ¥or some 1t was the only
contact they were able to have with the printed 9mga; but fox
all of them it seemed to offer excitement and a more seoure
world than the sordid one they knew,

Robinson alse refers to Al Capp who; she aays; agrees with
her that the comics oreate a feeling for g@a& things ﬁithau@
getting preachy about thmm. RIf oomios ¢an sharpen the taste
for gereal and spinaah they aan eartainly be uﬁaﬁ to stimulate
an interest in musie, iitarature ana good 1iving,“ h@ told
her, %If L'le Abnar listens to a %baart synphony instaad of
8 oheap maudlin aang, without intruding into the basic ideas
of the comice as antertéinm&at; one hundred thousand kids may
want %o hear what that symphony sounds like."18

- School and Sogiety comments on the common belief that the
reading of comle strips and books by shildren 1is daletariaua

geima &ebinann "What Do They See in the Gamias?“
MoCall's, XII (December, 1947), 98,

181pia.



to their characters and moral habits,t® The editor Teels that
this is aarraaﬁ;,&eaaréing to three surveys which he has ex=~
amined. The surveys were conducted under the ausploes of the
Californla G@mgxaas,gf,?arant-Taaahars and published in'Datﬂh@r;
1947, The general oonclusion of the surveys pointed out that
a@mia book reading does not ceoupy the major portien of ohilw
dren’s recreational time; and that most of tna materials read
by mhilﬁran dealt with animals and purs fun, and not with hor~

ror and violense or sex.

there are comlcs. This was the first time they had been so

recognized by an anay@lﬂpéﬁia‘ 4 thirteen aalumn treatise .
was written in the anayclapaﬁia by an educator, Harvey zarbaugh,
chairman of the Bapartm@nt of 3aaialegy a% the Unlversity of

Hew Ybrk who 1s editor af fdueational

Taaaherm'whm use these texts agree that the siawer gtu- :
dents retain material longer when they get it in a yietuxg‘ ‘ B
fo#m;_ghmt they have been exposed to the comip baa&gh;;gat;,-'“a
and that their struggle with language and reading Aifficul-
ties is made easier.

logasa stresses the humor which is foumd in the aamiaﬂ

igﬂcamin Books and Character, " ghag; and Bgaiggx, %XVE
{December 6, 1947), 437, ’

lﬁ“comicwﬂaatad ﬁistary," N@wﬁw@a

, XXVIIT {August 5,.
1946), 89,
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as necessary release for wholegome laaghtar# she e@naluﬁea;
"We ha%e the word of distinguighﬁd peychiatrists ﬁh&%'thﬁy
are valuable for mental health. We have the word of Army
officials that comios were a morale builder during the war,"15
Jersild estimated that for nine months of tha year the -
urban ehild davatas about one-third as mush time to the. cemies,
raaia, and mmvies, as he spends at school .18
Arbuthmot feels that the ohildren do not take the oomies
as seriously as we adults feel that they do, Even 1f they
da; 8he thinke they ocan be led from what they see and read
in thav@omies‘te bettar class art and aart@ﬂning.17
-FPor ugeg in sehmal _she suggaata ataries of Wands Gag
or Virginla Burton or %arjarie ?1a¢k with the yvoungegt ohile
dren and such books as The 500 M__g Bartholomew Cubbing
or Lentll or Andy and the Lion %411;}: the oldest.
Arbuthnot says that ahizﬁy@n should be enceuragad te
develop their own comic strip aharaat&r& and plots. For
older children 1t would de an aﬁmirabla Way ef developing
a more oritical attitude taw&rﬁ this mat@wial as well as
of introfdueing them to a alavar technique full of oreative
p@asibilitiaai “

15Hannah L@gaaa/ "The Gam&a Spirit and the ﬂemiaa,
Wilson Library %&i‘&&: XX1 {ﬁwambw, 1946), 258-239%

- 64rthur T Jarsilé, g Development and The
riguium, p. 123.

17y m111 Arbuthnot, "Service for Sohool Exmutives,
Sohool Management, XTI (MArch-April, 19486),
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“he continues:

- As in the fairy tales these triumphant h&r@aﬁ these
persecuted but alW&?ﬁ rescued maldens, and thsse chil~
- dren and youths who overcome every abataala and sur~
mount every diffieculty provide a healthy uatharwis
for th@ enotions .,

Tentasy, psyehlatrists tell ue, 1s a normal part of
chilﬂha@a¢ The child trying te funotion in a world
of adults 1s always in a position of inferlority;
80 these youthful herces with whom the ohild iden-
“tifies himself beocomes s symbol of power,. Through
these symbols, he begins to feel adequate, securs,
even triumghﬂnt. Snatheaiings ot aéaq&&uy are a
needful part of growing up and help the ohildighan
life ana the omnipotent adults frustrate him,

Fnrther, Arbuthnot feels that there is no nsed to worry
about the child as long as he is enjoylng good books as well
as comic strips. Cheerful, wholesoms ohildren, she thinks,
are of first importance. Devotion to a faw>luri& conlog
may be merely & passing phase and probably won't turn the
scale for better or worse in a ohild's development, if we
have armed him with strength in other ways.

In the Town Hall Program, Bulletin of America's Town
meeting of the Alr, Heoht, of Irue Comies, said in pmrt:

;ha comies are really a nev medium of commumication,

just as radio and television are new mediums of com-

mmnication, I don't think that most people realize
this, « + « Josette Frank, the children's book con-
sulbtant of the Child ﬁtu&y Assoslation of Ameriea,
who has for years been gstudylng the comlios and wr@ﬁe

a book about them, recently wrote, "Children read

comic magazines beoause they £ind’in them the satig~

faction of some real innermost need of thedr own, « & "

The Thited States Armed Foroes used the conics as a

181p14., p. 3.
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means of teaching soldiers and sailors how to operate
various weapons and how to conduet themselves in bate
tle. They found that soldiers and sailors learmed
more yapldly by means of the comies,

In The True Comies, which is one of the magazines
thﬁ%"ghr company publishes, we teach children history
and sclenoce and current events via the comles.

Through speeial comio folders industrial workers are
taught lessons in safety and health via the ocomles . . .
Some educational authorities deelare that all ocomie
magasines are bad, On the other hand, there are ger~
tain eminent ohlld psychiatrists who state that all
comio magazines are good for children in as mumeh as
they teach them about life.

-I'm not in either samp. I believe that there are

%gaa comlos and badifgﬁiaa Just as there are good
ooks and bad books .t :
Objectives

Most educators and parents consider comies impracticable
as a learning tool. With this in mind it is desirable to
formulate some objectives toward whiah‘ﬁéuaataiﬂ may f£ind a
use for the comics,

To supplement textbooks.--Most textbooks are adopted
for five years or more, Their content 1s usually out of date
before they reach the classroom. Comie books come every month
with new tone and recent material which can be made useful in
various ways. ﬁlﬁﬂ; comies bring to the classroom supple-
mentary information about seianae; histary; and other school
Bubjaats; as well as wholesome reading for leisure time.

Much unusual material can be presented by a skillful teacher

195gont, Bulletin of America's Town Meeting of the Air,
Town Hall Program (March 2, 1948), p. 7,
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in the correlation of the comies with school subjeats,
ggygggggg; hold and utilize xntareata3§¢wit»haa bean
noted by many that f&w; if any, books attract and hold the
interest and attention of a ahilﬂ;'lika»a comic book. The
wall eheaanﬂwarda; that 111 th$4ballean$; apoken by the
eharaeterg; remain in the child's consclousness longer than
the pame faét read in a page of reading. The characters give
the gstory a personal touch which lends emphasis to the fact
or point of view and dsefinitely impresses the information
upon the mind of the child, |
To stinulate voluntary self-activity along de
lines,2l--By means of the comics latent abilities may be

disgovered and utilized., A timid child has been known to
forget his timidity and participate in an aetivity that
previously had no appeal. One c¢hild a teacher had falled
to© get a response from in oral axprwsaiun; suddenly becane
very eagﬁr to give a comis book report. This new interest
gave the child a footing in the art of story telling and
timidlty was forgotten.

k of the pupiis.RewThe comics

" have a great effect on a child's gttitude toward others.

To broaden the g

They help him sea the needs of a person who is less fortumate
than himself and, tog aaqnaint him with the qnalities that

Eﬁzggg. 2lypia. a8y, Ibid., s 8.
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make for a waoﬁ life.

To develop imtellectual eulturaﬂga—mﬁamias are useful

in developing an interest in art, litarature' social atuaiea;
and current evenis, Master teachers are making use of the
comios to imtroduce a sehool subjeot that would otherwise
have no interest appeal,

Io develop citizenship.@4-~One teacher notived during
a comic book reading period that a respectful abtitude was
espesially noticeable, ZExchanges were made quiatly; no one
- bothered anyone elsa;-and ag far as the rest of the world
was eanaarnad; 1t did not exist for the children,
| To advanse the gause of education BB--i new point of view
may be Introduced by the eamiea; that will stimulate teacher-
pupll interest. The ceomios have besome such & rival to
teacher technigque that educators are aghast abt their effects
on ohild interest. ZEvery effort is being made to devisze a
technique that is as entivcing to the child as are the comioes,

Background of Some of the Cartoonists
for the Comies

After examining the following table of aartaanista;
their aduoatian; qualifioatiana; and place as ciltizens in
the United ﬂtates; one may well ask the quaatian; "Shall

our ohildren read comics by creators like these?

281044,
243, v, Sperzel, "The Effect of Coumie Books on the Vo-

cabulary Growth and Reading Comprehension,™ Bleme
M ﬁ;vim, {:mna,gmw 109-115" fhe Llsvontery

®51pig., p. 113,



SOME OUTSTANDING CARTOMNISTS AND THEIR PUBLICATIONS

is

TARLE 1

Education Citizenship Gomi¢ Book

Frank V., | Graduate of Rank of Lt., Comd. |Don Winslow
Martinek | Chieago Publio U3+ Naval Reserve,.|of the Navy.

Sehools, ; Decdorated order of

Chicago Academy M. Re Stefanik with|Don Winslow

of Fine Arts. atar by ~ of Ceylon.

’ Czechoslovakia Enow Your

Identification their highest honow|Man, L

Inspector of medal, World War I.|Code book on ,

Chicago. Rusgia's highest Haval and .

Tutored in several |honor medal Order ¥illitary Codes.

syatems of of 3t, Staneslaus. R

solientific criminal

idemtification by

lHary Holland, a

gelebrated woman

datective of

Sgotland Yards. =
Walter E. |Hon. graduate of Served A.E,F, in Walt Disney. =
Disney University of France 1918-1¢ |Donald Duck., -

Southern Cal. a8 Red Cross ame Mickey Mouse,

Hon. graduate of bulance driver. Bambi . . ,

Harvard and Yale,

¥otion pleture Honorary member of

produser of Art Worker's Guild

animated cartoons, |of London,
Al Capp Graduate of Fine Cited by Sec, of 1i*l Abner, in
(Alfred G, Arts; University Treasury for work books, strip,
Caplin) of Boston, and for the Treasury and motion ‘

Harvard,

Department .,
Appointed Civilian
Advisor to Head-
quarters Army Way
College of U, 8.

pieture form.,
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Citizenship

Name Edusation Comie Book
Harold Graduate Served U, 5, Arany Orphan Annie
Lineoln Purdue Univ. World Viar I.

Gray Member Purdue Alumi
' Asen.,
American Legion.,
Sigma Delta, Mason, o
Sidney Pres, Univ, 'z'arenw, Pres, Univ., of The Gumps
Smith Ontario, Cansda, Toronto. R
Graduate Harvard Pres, Hat'l Fllm
law Sohool. Boelety of Canada. .
Prog, Canadian Asen.
for Adult Education
Asst, Edltor Ca
dian Bar Review.
Robert Visited and ex~ Fellow of Royal Believe It Or _
Ripley plored more than Geographleal Soo. of] Not
150 eountries in london, Eng.
his parannial‘seaxﬁ%ﬁiwa@ artist ever to
for odd facts. send a dvawing over
the air or by tel&w
phen34 NG
Jim Out Qur Wayﬁ :
Williame Host widely pnb~

lished comic in
the world., His
humen comedy is
recognized as a
real contribu~

tion to Ameri-

ean life,

- A8 in any other vocation, not all) cartoonists are fortunate

enough to have experlences like the ones mentioned in this study.

The standards of most syndicates bar the produoction of undesire

able comics, so the cartoonlst must keep his subjeets on a high

. plane if he expeots to sell his work,



Remarks of Some Cartoonists
The following cartoonists state some of the ideals they
try to give in their comies,
Phil Hustis in his comie TArmy inties" during the war savs

that his main effort was Yo portray the authentic buman interest
and humor he exp@rienead that went on around him, and to convey
the eorrect equipment, ~uniforms and men as they really W@re in
the army, EXnowing that $he army business was ooming up, he hit
on the idea of doing a strip direct from camp, He kept a pad
with him 8ll the time and sketohed evary'chmnaa; using the
sketehes for reference so the stuff in the strip would be au-
thentie, |

Lank Leonard is the originator of "Mickey Fimn." Mickey

is an heonest ~eop} Leonard says, "I always try to have him triumph
over avil withaut too muoch gun play or welrd stuff in the strip.
Itye triad to keep the strip human, Mickey's mother is patterned
~arfter my own mother and Xitty is my oun wi:w,”

gggg;ggggﬁ; sreator of “Blondiﬁ& which has become a national
faverita; has been placed among the top ranking cartoonists of
~ the world,

g;,gggg; ereator of "Ldttls Abnex,” tries to depiet fair
play, love of faenmily and folks, humor based upon everyday living,
as well as the fantastie,

gﬁgg;glgggg‘writes the comle strip and comie book
| "Orphen Annie.” He is well educated and sets forth meny exocel-

lent good oitizenship ideas in his cartoons,



et
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Eugene L. Ahern, oreator of "Room and Board,” said:
X héve a rigid code for my charagters, 'Thay
are never allowed to cash in op a laugh at
the cost of human suffering. They never jest
about things whioch some persons may revers,

In short, my cartoons must always be S0 wrlt-
ten and drawn that I can disouse them freely
and frankly with my young - é&ugbtar.

Gluyas Wllllams says that a comice strip should de &mnsing
and zlve the reader a laugh. The purpose of aomics ig to take
people out of their everyday lives snd lighten the seriousness
of daily life, In other words, they are publlished on the Feter
Pan theory that people never grow up, bui always Lave a spark
of childhood in them. That is why {in considering a comiec)
weé keep in mind the viewpoint of people from eight to eighty.

Many other cartoonlsts have Jjust as interesting back-
grounds as the ones mentioned in this study, as well as high

gtandard objectives for ereating their comies.

Chief Benefite Puplls Derive from Comle Books

Under the wise diserimination and guldanse of teachers and
parents; the comics may help the ehild form his moral annaepts;‘
stabilize his judgment as well as inorease his intelligent think-
ing. Xost ohlldren ave nat‘inelinéﬁ to dwell too long on one
task, The comios do not overtax the mimﬁ;sinae 1t takes only
a few minutes to read thﬁm; nor do they oversirain the eyes with
too much reading during adolescence when the eyes are growing
in vieion strength., The funnies are a time-saving value for
vision, The thoughts are short; 8o the eye span is ahcrt; thus
saving the strain of re-reading for understanding thought,



Bome writers claim that e few minutes a Jday with the comies
are excellent aids in preserving mental and physieal health. A
child who takes time to sit down and reaﬁ; takes time to resy
and relax. He not only rests his bdody but also rezis his mind.,
Hence reost might well be listed as a first value which the sonloes
offer in health educatlion. Many leading thoughts which cartoon-
.iﬂtﬁ depict in the comics are related to health education. Often
the strips "Donald Duck,¥ "Don Winslew,¥ and "hapolean" explore
the fleld of weigzgms( rsmaﬁu:t:ing, and pardeningd “Pﬂpeya " "W’dhaa "
"Mickey Mouse," fcads*”ﬁaﬁ Brandt;" 9xeraise; proper diet and
rest; "Diok Traay," law enforcement and good citiz@nshiy,' Many
-health insuring mbim such as care of the teeth, mamty; Tirst
aiq, and other msscmss, are set forth In the comies,

Health lesszon stories are often found in the following

conlest
Aoe Wmias - Coo Coo Comicas Hew Funnies
Angy T Jolly Jingies Popoeye
Bugs m“’ﬁ%l Kmmx Xomies Raaz. life
Calling Girls Hagic Comies Gomics
Claggle Conmics ? ; Disney

- Suggested ways of using comies for health are:

1. ¥Find health stories.

2, Draw eriginal health cartoons.

5, lake a list of health words.

4, Make cartoons during National Health Week on proper
foods gcma posturs, care of the teeth, outdoor
exerelse, etc.

5. Mount eomi¢ characters and use them in an originally
written health play. Personal experience in this
astivity caused quite a sensation in a fourth grade
a&aﬁg + The experience geemed very meaningful to the
ebildren.

Cartooniste are helpful agencles to the conservation of our



natural resources, Often they emphasize the harmful uses made

of some of our natural resources, Knmttg eartoonist for the

Dallas Morning Wews, illusirated scil congervation in his sar~
toon "Dust Storm;” Nay é; 1937, That was about the time our
grasslands were plowed up and the solls began blowing sway.
Soelal relations of many kiluds ave é@piatea in the conie
storiés‘ Life situations ars presented in cameo fnrm; and
éﬁsi&&b&e and undesirable behavior stands out for ready ap-
pralsal and understanding, The eternal confliects and problems--
ehild-adult as in the Zatzenjammewrs and zittéaviaﬁgﬁ&; between
( 31/;@@$i
adolescence as in Tillle the Toiler--give insights that may

the sexes as in Jiggs and Me  1@, home life ss In

be capltalized by teachers in prmmpting saelal growth,

In the &pyandix is a pupils!’ quaﬁtianuaire; which was
submitted to 875 children, All children espeelally liked
&rahia;,Su.er ,4; and Captain Marvel. Indian ohildren pre-
Terred comics about people; Negrp children liked the super-
natural typej boys of Boys' Town listed True and Crime Does
Hot Pay as their preferences. vThe questionnalre showed that
children prefer the hanmleaa; ﬁumﬁrenﬂ; and informetional
type comios, |

. Table 2 shows the comles read by the children in the
order of their preference in reply to question one of ihé”
quaatiannaire; which asks the children to 1ist five of their
favorite comics.

In reply to guestion twe; "Do the comiena help you be & better
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COMPARATIVE SCORE OF BOYS AND GIRLS OF ELEVEN SCHOOLS
ON THEIR CHOICE OF FAVORITE

COMIC BOOKS

AN
P:HEB %gON %-P = + :ll E’S% %g ~
O OF+ S o OB ©Ff - O o g dd whgm m o
el &0 i O+ H] © W0 o ot O &) dao ol +
= Forn M SR s B < B I s ] ] L2 < B I
Al = Al otﬁ O |2 |E—]l0e| 50
| = o |« |E |87
‘ - . Z LA, —rr
Grades 5 B~7 [6=7|6-M6~7-8| 5|4=6| 9[5-6| 4 ﬁé.é;x |
< *’f‘;mﬁwmawama 10 | 85 | 85 34 22 26| 50| 22| 22| 28| 17 |25
sronie . . . .| B| 8 zj 11| 4/ 18| 8| 1| 3| 3|7
Superman , . .[ 8| 4| 8| 4 3 |lo| 13|10| 18| 7| 4|7
Donald Duck .{14(13| 7|. 4 3| 9| 14| 3| 1| 1| 3| 68
’I‘me,.y,..a 50@1131350'1451
Orime Does Not A
PaY « s « o] 1] 1 :&j 1| 8. .| 8] 4| 1| 8| 45
Capt, Marvel .| 4| 2 3 3| 4| 5| 4| B| 18| 1| 43
Bugs Bunny . .| ¢| 4|11 4 7| 3| & &| 2|..|. .| %0
Mutt and Jeff | 8| 8| 4/ 1 S| 3| 7| 1| B[. .| 5|4
Roy Rogers . .« 1 1 B 3 1 4 Bl 1 161, .| 84
mm_g e jefe e le wls el o 1 7lloa 1 2. m
Walt Disney .| 3| 4| 4 4 8| 1| o 1|, . ..l 2|30
Cene Aubry + « 1| o 2 i 1 3 €le o]s of 181, | BB
Batman . . « o 8| 1. . j 2| 2 4| 310 2|, . %
Blondie P 3 5 1 : 2 1 8 3 Ble & 24
Yerry Mslodiesi. .| 5! 5 .4 3, 8 &), . « o+ B| 28
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eitizen?“ mos*h ahildren aid na‘c feal that the eamiaa ai’faataﬁ

tham eith&r way , &
To question thrae, "Do the comies help you unéamtanﬁ Wur

aa%mel subjects better? 113 answered yes, While 108 answered na*"'

Tabla 8 shows the aamia, aubjaat, and the per gent of ﬁhildmn o
wzm thought the eomias halpe& tham in theix' Mudms*

TABLE $

RESULTS OF QUESTION THREE SHOWING THE OOMIC mox,
" SUBJECT, AND PER CENT OF OHILDREN THE 1
' comics mELFED

Comio Books | Subjest | of
All Maw Batman; Ga 1ling ;iill Kiéw;
Don Winslo®@y E&n&l& Juck; Gene Autrey;
Tack ATmStTO Mna Ranger; HiEs : e |
Ameri@?i Tutt and Jeff§ ratsy Walker; o R
E’M@ g_; u@rma.a......, Raa&ing a7
Bambi} Bm diej Bunny Eﬁhbit} Capt. B
Yarvel; 0} Jungle ,~$xa; eur h S A
G}@asaia; ?wua }f*aa%la; 0
‘*-“rw@; Neney; Nellle the S R
Bt ﬁﬁﬁz'utﬁ#cﬁnon mm&@ 9

Other aubjeaﬁs listad ware apalling, hiatew, story w
axtm curricula, athls*taicﬂ nature, art, and arit;xmmia . ”z)ui
*hhe a‘.‘aat ‘that uamies are bannaa 111 mast sahwla thﬁ.s mwm‘m 8
is amll. . : -
In rapl:r to quesmmz faur, "Eave the wmiue halpad y@u mlm’f*:’ »'

or invent anything of value?" Table ,,‘* ghowie the mWntiqm_;gq

books have helped children maks,



Ta Inva:at

28

Read About Inventimn

Gamia Book

Boat LIS A T SR
Alrplane model . .
Agame + o + ¢ & o
Fiﬁhing.ﬁrﬁp LI I
How to oarry gro~
gerles on a
line , , L

Shadow pioture , .

Small wagon . . o
Windmill « , . . ,
Bled v « v 4 « 4
Toy racer . . . .

Soap box oar . . .
Bugs Eumay garden

Ambltion (a high
sohool boyl « . .

Trinkets . B

Soooter

x . ¥ #

Machine . , . . .
Aton bomb , . . .
A tree house , ,
New tank for Army

A ﬁ&r@et ¥ 5 %

Jail cell that
would disappear

Atomie serum ., .
Combine . LI
Goober meteyr . .,

‘Z ﬁatura under |

water ., . iéy *
?ﬁlﬁﬁaﬁpﬂ a-gi« .
Rat trﬂﬁ “ 8 e

Thermometer , , .
Ailrplane wheel .,
Cotton gin

‘Elﬁetriﬂit . % ¥
Hydro h@ma . 5w
Penieillin £ 5w
Radlum . . . . *
Rﬁﬁpﬁﬁ . v ¥ o ¥
Morse code . , .

CRE R B I S

Wow
It Really Happened
Captaln Marvel

Captein Marvel

Captain Marvel
Captaln Marvel
Mutt and Jeff -
Hap

Jumbot: Jungle
Wender Woman
Mickey Mouse

Hero

Felix
True Comies

Trus 'g"ggiieé
True s
’I’m %miw

| True Comies

mg Lomics

T Comics
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Others were mﬂnti@nea; but these appeared to be likely
and probable.

In reply to gquestion fiva; "Write two sentences telling
why you like to read thﬁ=enmiaa;“ fifty-twe replies wers rew
celved and may be grouped under the following answers: I 1ike
‘em; I couldn't do muoch without them; I always £ind a laughj
the stories tell you somethingj the piotures help you under-
stand better; they are a change from sehool booke; they help
me maka better grades on my report cards) they are better than
other books; if I ﬁou't_have»a librmry @aak; & funny book will-
doj they have pletures of clothes I would llke; they tell stories
that really happen;‘thay pep you up; they help me to obey lawj
they help me not to kill time; they help me to forget about be-
ing unhappy; you don't know what is on the next page; they help
me to know famous pedplg;'thay help me to keep my mind off of
~¢igarettes (Boys' Town); they teach me about the true faots of
life; it is fun to compare your 1ife with other great men,

Thege answers tell many things to parents and teachers.
They do prove Marston's statement that the comics fummish the
"child an eseape from his environment as well as how teachers
fail in their job.

In reply to gquestion aix; "Do gomies help you read better?
It aa; how have they helped you™ all of the children listed

some helps. Table 5 names some of the helps.
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TABLE B

~ SOME READING HELFS DERIVED FROM READING COMICS

Words

To learn the meaning of
words

wa to pronounde warﬂﬁ

To know move words

Eow t0 use words

To expand the vosabulary
To say new words correctly
How to mark vowels

To use the diotionary

To use hattervﬁngliah

Enrich liking for better
lit&rature :

To knaw famnus p@apla

Soclal Studles
To learn geography

To learn better ways of
living

Reading
Gives reading practice
Increases v@aaiag apaa&
To understand what he rea&ﬁ
To put aotion ir reading
To like reading |

To aavaley a;habit and 11king
for reading

To read with expression
To want to learn to read
For summer rea&ing pr&atiaa“'

To get hattar reading grades
at sshool

To get a better pictuve ef‘what':if

is said

To learn interesting things |

No data were given to questions seven, elght, nine, tenm,

and eleven, In regard to guestion twelve, "Which comies do

your parents like for you to read?™ ths following types of

books are listed in the order of prefersnce ageording to the

statements of the shildren:
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Anluosl
Adventure
Clagsic
Cowboy
Bducational
Paat

Punny

Heroio
Hystery
Paople
Religion
Sport
True
Wegtern

The ehildren listed the following comic books as the

cnes thelr pavents liked for them to read:

Archie o o

Blondie

Mutt and Jeff
True Oomias
Donald Duck
Buge Bunny
Walt Disney

Qur Gang

True Comies
Topix |

Patay Walker
Superman
Miﬁs Aﬁeriaa

Miokey Mouge
Calling ALl Girls
Eglgg,Pigtaila -
Science

Gene autry

Ho replles were madeto the last two quaestions of the

pupils'® questionnaire,

Comie Book Reports

In an effort to find edusatlional values for the comies,
the teacher of the fourth grade of the Cement City School in

Dallas alternated Friday aft@rnaenvliMfary parlod with comic
book reading. During these periods the children learned to
meke gomie book reperts, both oral and written., Llsted below

are some of the written raparts made by the ehildrent



I read the comie book Abbot and Coste lo. It
is an adventure story. I 1§§§“¥h§5§%@xy‘ Spaoe M
It tells about brontossurus. The most interesgt~
ing charaoter 1s Costello. A word I like is dig-
persged. _ o

I read the comic book Rovy Rogers . It da a
western oomie, I like the story "Chuek Wagon
Charley's Trail® best. It 1s about Brownie Bear.,
I think Brownlie Bear is the most interesting
eharagt@r besause he is brave, A word I like is
errand. :

I read the comle Young Xi
detective story. I esvec Blly like Gl
"Homer K. Beagle." It tells about the invention

of a fire suit. In this sult the fireman can wade
through fire. A word I read that I 1ike is ae¢oount.

I'read the comic book Patsy Walker,
people, I like the story "Ha¥sle hed “tunps S Margle
is the most interesting person. A word T read that
I like iz kidnapping. ‘ ‘ :
Through thic activity the children gained good oral and

written expresslon and alsc added words to their vosabulary.

e

With the permission of the prineipal of the Cement City
Sahoal; a reading experiment was made using the fourth grads
as the experimental group with the fifth grede using the
regular adopted readers. The fourth grads group was taughﬁ
reading in the ordinary way plus the reading of comisc books.
Thié experiment oovered a veriod of ten wagks, The comia
books ware read at any time during the school day when other
work was gompleted. Ivery second Friday a rezular p@ri@d
was devoted to conmie book raaﬁing;and reporis were ma&a
either oral or written. The two groups were selected with
approximate intelligence qnatian%s; and the teachers were
eonsidered a@ual in ability to teash xaaﬂ&ng; according to



31

the prineipal. At the beginning of the period the Detreit
Reading T@at;vﬁmrm IIIﬁ; was given both groups. At the end
of the ten weeks period the betr@it Reading Test“ Form IIIB‘
was given both groups., In comparing the soores of eaah grﬁup,
the fourth grade ahmwaé all but two of the fwuxteen, ineluﬁaé
in the axparimant made some lmprovement in c@m@rahensian |
while in the Pifth grade only thraa shsweﬁ improvement, PFive
fourth graders made upusual impravamﬁmt but the teacher Telt
there must have been a lack of understanding on the part of
the children about instruetions on the first teat,

The average scores of both groups wers the same in age
and intelligence guotients, In comprehensien there was a
loss of two pﬁinhavb$ﬁwaan the first and second test soores
of the Tifth grade gmmup; or an average difference of threec
points loet., In the fourth grade grgﬁp there was & galn of
four points between the first and second taaﬁa; OF an average
difference of five points gained, These faots infer that
the reading of comie books did influence the reading COMPYE-
hension of the ohildren in the fourth grade,

As a result of the evidenae presented here and from the
questionnairve submitted to a number of ehilﬁr&n, it is indi-
cated that the reading of comics does have much educational
value. The results of these tests ave given in Table 6,
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COMPARATIVE SCORES OF THE EQU&WTJ GROURS oM
THE DETRGIT REMIW( TESTS

| ?@urth Gm&a

: ' Ze | Test Scores pifrewr.|
Children's Hameg |~ - R £§§§“ Iy Q.
| 11
18

110
108
106
105
101
100
99
99
9
95
95
0
86

| Frenklin, Frameis| 8
Pamlay; virginia 8
Terry; Shirley 8
| Iueck, Patsy 8
Smith Mwia 9
Piekert Barbara ¢
Hal.l, Hary Nell 8
Cullins, Madelyn | 9
?#a_ahbizm; Alpha 8
Hm’&, ' Bobby 8
maamm; Martha ]
%&m&, Sylvester 9
Stubbs, ﬁmlﬂ 9
Wast'bmck Betty 9

N e e s O R oaoo o 5 & W a
R R I PR ¢ vo,%‘.%‘ﬂ-“'

Average 1L 98

o©
- O
-3
&

The fourth grade children are a year ymmger in age than
the fifth grade children. There are nine children in the

fourth grade who are nine years old, Thers are elght ehile

dren in the fifth grade group who are ten years old, The



TABLE 6~-Gan1:imm

Fitth o orade |
el o 1 Age Tem, Scores b |
Tl lrm s Nemes I - 1st | wgkggzﬁwx'a',
o |1 [ 2 [18
15 1| we
13 4 | 108
5| 108
s | 101
6 | 100
2 9
1| es
3
3
3
1
2
4
3

Rankin, David 10 2
Box, Bob Leon s | 7
Hu:i‘i‘, Graoie 9 7

Maﬁm&m; &laria 10 6 10

Phillips , Robt , 8 18

Thauata; | Donnie 9 8 15

' Shetlin, Opal 0 | & | @

* \ |

2

5

7

3

9

9

8

Lenamon, Weldam | 10 16
Tyler, Vivian 10 11
Baatﬁ; Eﬁmm :ua 15
ngal; Chas, 10 1L
(}arvin; Arthur 10 9
Tem; Troy 9 7
MoCorkle, David | g 15

%

95
o2

B o B "ggw?ﬁ MRV - S~

younger the child, the faster is his mental development,
This may explain why there was a greater growith 4in reading
comprehension in the fourth grade. '

94



CHAPTER IIX

AN IVESTIGATION OF THE COMICS THROUGH A LIMITED
OF QUESTIONNAIRES DISTRIBUTED TO
PUBLISHERS, EDUSATORS, PAREVIS,

AND PUPILS

NUMBER

Revealed in Questionnaires _ E
Many of the comic strips make good reading for children
and are not harmful because they are sensored by the dis~

Purpeses of Publishers and Byndicates as

tributing syndicates with national oipeulations who wish to
guard against comments that might offend any group of yaupl@,
The syndiaatea set up soecial and moral standards that mush
be maintained. '
- Frenk V, Martinek of Chlcago writes in regard to his

comic the following:

Don Winslow was oreated not alone %0 entertain and

amus®, but likewise to foster high ideals, mobives

and purposes of patriotism, He is again&% war snd

for peace, but also recognizes the ieaesaity for

preparedness to achlave the lattsr,t

At the begimning of World War I Martinek leotured be-
fore candidates for Naval Intelligence on intelligence aotivi~
tles, He made speeches in reoruiting matters and together
with Don Winslow 41d many things to help promote good will,

lretter from Frank V, martin$k, replying to the quesw
tionneire, June 21, 1948,

34



Martinek writes his popular adventure atrig; which ap=
pears in 186 nawapapﬁrs; because of his ﬁaap«rentaﬁ interest
for the intelligenoce work he carried on during World War I;
and because it provides an avenue to promote a sirong and
sound nation, In addition to thia; Martinek has published
the Don Winslow series of books for bnys; Know Your ﬁa;a

and many articles on erime, sabotage, espionage, and person=-
nel. His adventurous career has been the foundation for most
of the thrilling material woven into his famous cartoon series.

- Martinek's adventure eartman; "Don Winslow of thelﬂavy;“>
was born in the China Seas in 1918-1919 between Uladivasta@k;\ ’
Sibaria; and Singapore. vSyndiaataa‘are most fortunate tafbej ,
privileged to edit the books of this ﬁmﬂ«of such wide and
varied experiences and diversified talents., .Their connes-
tion with men of similar experiences enables them to main~
tain high moral and soelal standards.

Robart w&eeler; general manager of The FPremium Service

. Gumpany; which publishes the Premium Group of ammiaa; sayst

OQur editorial standards have received favorable
comment from writera, edusators, and psychologlsta.
Our publications are issued primarily for entertain-
ment, We endeavor to exclude any material which
might be harmful to childzen. We ineclude educa-
tional material when possible to do so without de-
tracting from the entertainment value of the magazine,
It is quite probable that meny people young and
01d have enjoyed relaxation and henefit from reading
Comic magazines, and it is possible that those with
an inventive turn of mind may have had their imagi~
natlion stimulated by reading comies. My own view,
however, 1s that it would be a mistake to try to
claim for comic magazines unusual and extraordinary
values ,
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Of course, 1t must be true that art, seript, and
story eontent affect the sales of comle magazines,
Most cartoonists work on a free lance basis rather
than on salary; and the better ones, selling to nu-
merous outleta, are well pald indaa&f ’ '

Comic books were useful in the war effort. As
entertainment, they relieved monotony. They were
thoroughly patriotie in their treatment of stories
dealing with America's war effort. Covers wexe given
over to bond drives, and many inside pages and adver-
tisements were devoted to urging the atrong support
of all Amerieans for war activities,

It 1s our belief that an interest in reading is
gtimulated by oomie books, that vooabularies are en-
larged, and that much factual material contained in
stories is retained in the minds of readers, Agoord-
ingly when anything is presented in our magazinas as
factual, we take pains to verify the date.

The editorial policy of Praﬁium Group publications is
not set down in hard and fast ragulatiana;as it is pﬁaatieaxly
impassible to draw up praaisa; specified regulations to fit
all circumstances., Their publications must not make the
herpes law vielatars; must contain na insentives toward child
delinquency, no suggestive inaidants ar drawinga; nb ridioule
made of institutions or officials. No hero infliets the
death of a villainé torture or gruescme scenes generally
are avﬁide&; and there is no smut. The Premium publishers
cater to a f&miiy audience. They keep their yubliaatians
clean because it's good business and takes them out of com-
petition with other magazines, |

Quoted below is a reply from Joseph Green@; ecmia edi-
tor of Standard Magaginesﬁ

B1etter from R. D, Wheeler, reply to quastiann&ira,
June 17, 1948,
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In general the purpose of comice is not educa-
tional. They are meant to be entertaining, whioh
in itself has-educational benefits, There have
been, however, many comic books published whose
purpose was e&umat onal snd they have been Bucoesg~
ful. One of our comigs Real Life, has as its pri-
nary purpose the ﬁiasaminafiaﬁ”g? inﬁ@rmﬁtian of
an educatlional nature.

There bave been many instances where comics
have been a beneficial influence on ohildren as
well as adults, They have a high entertainment
value, The pietorlal narrative has been used very
successfully for purely edusational purposes,

Comle books were extremely useful in the war
effort, They were used hy the ammy, navy and air
force for educational and training purposes, and,
as such, were found to be the most effestive medlum.
They were used also for morale purposes and for en-
tertainment. In BEngland, during the blitz, comles
were found to have excellent therapeutisc value for
children suffering shell shook and for other msngal
disorders as a result of the insessant bombings .~

Standard Magazines publishes the following comio books: |

America‘’s Best Coofy

Flghting Yank Freckles

Real Iife Allsy Oop

Captain Basy Boots aend Her Buddies
Coo Coo Briock Bradford
Barnyard Broneo Bill

Happy Buz Sawyer

The Fawcett Publishers do not follow any cods or seek
the approval of any particular group; hawevmr; thelr books all
follow the ocode set up by an advisory board headed by Sidonle
M, Gruanbarg; B, W, %ﬁrbaugh; Ernest G, Gaberna; and Al
Willlams ,

Fawcebt tinds the present trend toward teen age and
western comies. The organization knows of many specific in-

stances where children were induced to learn because of the

5Latter from Joseph Greene, Better Publications, Ine.,
April 13, 1948,
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comio magazines. It also understands that the readers’
invention page; which is a regular feature in the comie
Captain Eg§§§g§§;qhaa Inspired ﬁany practical inventions,

The best art and soript available are used. While
it is not neeeasa&y that a cartoonist be a aailage.gxaﬁuata;
it is a great help as the artist is paid on his merit.

Duriﬁg the war comic baaks‘wara used aira@ﬁxy to help
aalvaga_fat; papar; sell bonds; and bulld a feeling of
loyalty. Th&y were specifiecally used by the War Writer's
Board as one of 1ts most efraeﬁive means of propaganda,

The good comie magazines are always fﬁgtaring; thraugn
their étaries & belief in the demooratic waykaf lifé; and
many schools use the comies to help teach th& illiterates
to read, ,

Harold A, Moore; of Famous Funnias; sald in his letter
of replyt

We publish monthly Famous P ke 1763" méﬁ bi~-

monthly New Herole Comies ™ Jingle-
Juke Box, Steve ﬁEg@?ﬁégf‘ T P

y &y " and ﬁ »
amnous 5 es is mostly a reproduction
of comic Tities appearing in newspapers throughe
out the country. Heroig Comles is all original
material gathered By us of the heroio deeds of
people living throughout the country. Jingle

%ga§;§ Comics is what we oall an animated comio
0ok designed more or less for youngsters, oon-
taining fantasy and children's stories. I

%g@, which is all original material, tells of

e life and interesting incidents in gonnection
with sereen, radio and recording artists. Steve
¥%§gg is a magazine devoted entirely to the Ghril-
Ling stories of this ace phate@raphara;.ggggg&
Bowl is designed for teen agers with the usuas,
8toTies of sohool and outside setivities in the
ourrent mode and tremd. Qlub 16 1s a companion
book for Sugar Bowl.




Children are given very definite educational
benefits from magazines edited by Famous Funnies,

Ine, Comic books have definltely had an influende

on business and inventions, Various government ,

- departments ecan give glowing statements of the dse~
fulnesa of comic booke in the war effort. Recently,
they have continued to promote such things as War
Bonds, Red Cross, Back-To-School Movement, lnereased
salari&s for teaehers advantages of A:my 2@& Navy

enlistments, and ﬁaveral other activities,

One can see that comies have not only had an edusational
value, but will continue to proviaa‘whalaaema clean amusement
and entertainment, The faet that approﬁimately fifty mil~
lion copies are sold a month ahould,bnﬁieate that there is a
need for such material praperiy published. ZEducational Come
ios declined to answer the questiomnaire because it would
take too mueh time,

The David MoKay Company of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
publiahas comiocs as Blondie and others, Just to éntartain. |
It might be seld that Chic Young's purpose in ereating
Blendle is to make $250,000 e year, This company also em-
phasized the fact that our U, 5. Havy and service men en~
joyed reading the comics during the war.

Royal . Anderson in the Productlon Depariment of a
large printing aanaarn says.

We print 8,000,000 to 10 OO@ 000 comids a mmnth
and during the war planty of My mates spent 80% of
their leisure time reading comics; also the Catholiocs
are encovuraging sales of comles thxaugh the parochial
schools, and I definitely know of Instances whore
comic books ianuenaaa a person wha neaded a lift.5

“Letter fram Harold A. %ﬁar@, Famous Funniea Publi-
cation, April 9, 1948,

Stetter fram § i C. Andarson, replying to the author
quaatioﬁnﬂ re, Apr



Cartoonist DoBeck cnce told interviewers that there was
no thrill like watching his brain children make p@oﬁia‘langh;
and %o introduce worde and phrases that actually caught on in
the speech of the hour.

To sum up the syndicates' replies to tha‘QQestiunnair@;
the cartoonists ars about the most important people in‘tha
world: Really they are worth writing about. There seems
to b@’prefvund wisdom beneath thelr slightaﬁt\panaix str@ke$;
and they hold the well deserved rank of Amerioa'’s cﬁﬁrt jeas
ters. Their purposes are to stimulate youth interest in the
best king of living and give to all ocomic raadﬁéa a fine\tyﬁa‘
of entertainment, MNost of these men are wall eduaate&; have |
sesn the werld; and hold important jobs: ¥For &0mm; cartoon=
ing is only a hobby, Their clever work amuses and unoon=-
sciously influences hundreds of thousands of thinking Ameri-
oan nen and women, The humor they deplet 1s good medioine
because 1t gives human beings a sense of @r@p@rﬁi@n; tolaré
anae; and understanding. Nesl O'Hara said: "The purpose
of comics is to take people out of thelr everyday lives and
lighten the serlousness of daily life,"®

Pre-gomic Activitlies Reported by
Twenty-four Schouls

The teachers' questionnaire was submitted to the follow-

ing public schools of Dallast Trinity Heights, Obadieh

®ieal O'Hara, Comios and Their Creators, Ralph Hale and
Company, 1944, o



Kn:‘ight; Willian Lipscomb; James W, Femin; B, B, Darrell)

(Nagra); Cenent City; Benito Juaxez; Al&ma; and Greiner

Junior High. -
Other schools that returned the questlionnaire were

located in G&ineaville; Texas; St. Leuis; misscuri; ﬂhananﬂaah;

Iowa; Saattle; Washington; Hew Rechalle; Hew York; New York

Gity;lﬁklahﬂma Gity; leahoma; Highland Enrkl Illin@ia'

Grealay, Colorado; Del Rio Texas ] Ewnville Kentuocky} Eoya’

Tawn Nebraska; Big San&y, Texasj Austin, Minnesota; and

zw.a, Oklahoma, |

, The teachers who replied are of the opinion that comic )

books are not so bad and agree that comlos are of interest

- to ehildren and can be a motivating faator in learning schoal

suhjeatsty antatianﬁ from a few of tha statements mede by the

teachers whe replied to the questionnaire prove this faet,

Remarka from Ballaa Teachers

Eugenia Thomas, librarian, Alamo $¢hmel, says, L"Thej
seen to restors faith in reading}amang gsome of our poor reqdw
ers, They can be read by children who read nothing else
that attraots them»

Audrey Eaker, Benito Juarez 3eh001 states! "The Dallag
News is running a comio sectlon on Sundays called "Dick's
Advanturas;“ which is execellent in teaching "The Story of
Our Country." |

Brashﬁr; in charge of the Negro Elementary Schools in



Dallas, has a fourth grade teacher who says:

Comie books are a valuable source of information and

entertainment to boys and girls} moreover, they econ-

nect their plots with aetual political an§~eurrant
events, They simplify and illustrate this infor-
matlion so that it is easily understoed by the average
c¢hild, Comic books also teach the latest seientific
methods of orime prevention and erime solving., In
many cases comle book cherasters stimulate artistio
talent, : .

Brasher also quotes a fifth grade teacher in the B, X,
Darrell school as saying:!

Comic books possasss esthetiec values, for they are
colorful end gay; this belng & good eye-catcher or
motivator, they stimulate reading interest, As
long as information in comle books is true, they
oan stimulate good reading habits, ‘

The librarian of the Obadiah Knight school states that
"the only time comies are permitted In the school 18 on a
reiny day schedule, to be used in the lunchroom snd audl- (
torium where gsome two hundred children spend the1r~p1ay and
lunch reriods. The comics keep down much disturbanoe during
these periods,."

4 Trinity Height teacher remarked, "I use comics to
orient localities in relation to comie characters,” She
Telt that a few children, perhaps one out of forty, would
develop an experiment read of in a comic, She, too, encouraged

poor and weak readers to read the comins.

Remarks from Teachers out of Dallas
H. Schnelder, Austin, Minnesota, says, "As visual aids,

the comioes could be of value,”
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Fathor Flanigan, of Boys' Town, sald:

Comics could be an effective teaching tool 1f seleoted

¢arefully, They stimulate slow readers,. Topex is the

beat comle I have fourd to date and is men$§s§enﬁly
satisfactory for studentes., ’

The Danville, K@ntuaky,‘teachwr stated:

We use the comic to get a very slow reader takr@aa
more, . There are a few comic books on hlstory,
literature, seience, and the classies which are good,
These are written from true facts, If comic books .
are used In classroom work, they shoudl be selacted
very carefully by the teacher.

Del Rio, Texzas, sehools reported using the e¢lassic comles,

The teacher replying from Greelay, Colorado, sald that
she found True Comics helpful in teaching social studies and
Tor creating an interest in a new story,

Lauretta Bender, psychiatrist of Bellevue Hospital, finds
in her work that the comics give courage, ambition, and a de-
sire for good oitizenship to her patients. S8he saye that it
ig not uncommon for characters from the oomios to be used as
imaginary companions by children. As peyochlatrists, we ars
quick to assume that comles seem to £111 the psychologioal
needs of the ohild,

The other teachers who returned the questiomnaire made
no extra comments, but dld indieate that they found the com=
les valusble to children, especially ohildren with limited
means and experlences, ’

The table on the next pages presents the findings of
the opinions of ﬁha teachers answering tha'queatianuairat
The table includes the replies made by both the Dallas beache

ers and the teachers of obther cities over the United States,



In emmparing the answers of the ten Dallas schools and the
fourteen schools of the other oitles 4o the qnaatiana, the

ratio of opinions are very similar.

TABLE 7

COMPARATIVE SCORES OF THE DALLAS TRACHERS WITH THE
- TEACHERS OF OTHER CITIES ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Questilons

Yha No Y@s ﬁa 'Yh#vﬁﬁ

Z. Do you use comic books as
' & part of your school

I’Gm? T B R 5 & 4 iz | ¢
(a to eariah the currieu- ‘ o
L | w - l * * » 3 t i [ 3 5 L 3 L] a »
%bv to intruﬂuae novalty v 21, 3 le e 8 .
¢) t¢ deepen culture . . |. . | . 1]e Y |.e s
(d) to supplement teach- :
ing, keep abreasst ,
current ovents « v ¢ |e o | v o 8. s & 1.
3+ VWhich comie books have the N
most educational value? o
&g myBEery .« v v s v s s e o] e s 3.6 | 8w
) bhumor L I T Sle o 0 ]e .+ |33
(G h:!,mary I T T R 741« 4 10 1. . 17 |« &
(ﬁ, ﬁﬂi@n&& ¥ & ¥ & 5 % ¥ ‘? * 9 g * & 16 ¢ ¥
(e) folklore and seo- ,
ti@nal cugtoms s 4 @ 1 . 4 ¥ 3-2 - &
zf; literature “« & K & % ¥ 2 * 8 “ . lﬁ T
g} religlous R )
€l§ aathﬂliﬂ x4+ & % |a al o 1 N
(3 Protestant . o % W L PR b A P 4.

4. Do you meke preparation for
& oconle book reading

Perlod? . 4 v 4 e 4 o 4 7 s} 15 4 B2

5., W%hat is the pature of your
follow-up activities? ‘
(a} enrieh the course , . I« P 21 4 » 2l .
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TABLE 7--~Gontinusd

ﬂall&a‘

Other
Cities

Guestions

Yas | Ho

Totals

Yen!| Ho

Yes

Ho

6.

7.

9

10.

(b) increase knowledge of
PUPLL & 4 ¢ ks s e v s
{¢) remedial reading prac-
t’iﬂalknanoaoq
(8} group discussion of
stories . » .+ 4+ & » ¥ &
(e} Waming parallel stories
in literature . ,» . «
(£} dramatization of sto-
ries ¥ & £ & F & %
(g) identifying and PO~
nouncing new words
(h) phonetic analysis . . » «
(1) supplement lessons in
the COUYEe .+ ¢ + » »

E
»*

Do you think comie book read-
ing develops habilts of conw
gentyabion .+ , +« v + ¢ s

Do you think the comics ime
pove comprehension and
terest in reading® ., .

Do the comies help the child
express a complete thought
in f@W@l‘WQr&ﬁ? & & 8 & ¥ ¥

Do they stimulate a desire
in the student to read
other literature? . .« + « &

'Da you eorrelate the comics

with texthaak 1naﬁru¢~

5 % @ ®
- & » & ¥
» % ® @ =»
L . .

; reading . .

»
»
-

*
-

.« » = »

@ » & =

13

- 5 % w
PR ™

S

4 Gy

11

16

BGtA~N

- % % W

14

20

19

" " &
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TABLE 7--Continued

Dallas Eﬁﬁﬁr Totals

Questions Cities st
Y@é ¥No | Yesg| Ho Y@% Ro

, il ot

(3  health . « « » « & &
(f &rt T
{g) soolal studies ., . .

0
1
1

N
. % @
X # &

. .
* ® »
» % ®
»

11, Do you find the comics are
an effec¢tive teaching - '
‘tQOl? LN T I S T T e B 6 ﬂ "i& 5] wl@jpﬁ;;

12, Have you ever allowed ghil~-.
dren to eclassify comics .
as to good and bad? . . .

If so, did their judgment
prove comstruetive? , . .

o AR,
& o
o]
S
©
8

13. Have you made a survey of
ehildren's ocomlos of- = - S
fered in local stores . . 8 51 7| 711812

14. Have you tried to oreate a .
demand in the commmity .
for the better comles? , . 8 5 5 7 {10 12

15. Can motivation and in~
' centives be furthered L
by use of the comies? ., ., 8 1 B 8 | 13 9

16. Do children choose infor- | e
mational and harmless s
type comlos? . . 4 » « . & 2] B 31 .10 9 '15fﬁiﬁﬂ

17, Which students read the
comics? R

ia) poorest group . .

b} middle group .« «

(¢) best groud , « + »

-

ook L E

- B #

* % »

o

L I

LI I
&

& ..

L O 1

.
» & %
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TABLE 7--Continued

Dallas

Other

_ Citles

Questions

Yes

Ko

Totals

Yes | No

Yes

No

18.

19.

20,

21.

22.

Do comics tend to inorease
the ¢hild's ability to
read other material? , . .

Do comie books tend to in-
fluence children's be-
havior? « % 2 ¥ o« &8

(a hﬁﬂasﬁy & e ¥ *

{b) general 1ntegrtt .

{8) finer esthetie sense

{(d) love of adventure .

{e) bad dreams of hairbreaﬁth

i EE0ADEE ¢« &+ 4

Parts f, ggend h raeeiva& m@
replias.,

* . % @
. 5 8 % »

What orsative interest do
the comles arousse in

our pupils?

? artistic . « , &

b inVﬁﬂtiV@ & % %

(e) ereative writing

{4} dramatigzation .

{8} good citizenship

Fr@daﬁt LR

L R S S
LR N

R O
LA T

*
»
=
-

Are the comios accepted by
the Art Hapartmant in
your school?

a} tolerantly « « « + « &

b) sagerly .« 4 4 .
under compulsion rram
the supervisor . . . .

£ 3

Hame some of your art
sotivities.
(a) oomic paper . . . . . .
{b)} reproduction of charac-
ters comle book atyle

e
O ukRLsaeO

O ot

ol

e . 8 0w

® & & ®
LR SR R

. * % o O

= o0 8

= WO,

R R

B A~y

;W
&

» . s » LN
b zzimaﬂ:ugg

E N

¥ o Doad

i8R

- w ‘*.{i

10

4
*
.
.
*

16

€



TABLE 7-~ontinued

Questions

Yos| Ho| Yes| Ko Yais ﬁ@

23. Do you know of an instance
in whieh comle books have
influenced a ehild's atti-
tude toward school sub-
jeots?

Kalgfully? (Hot anﬁwerad)
Harmfully?

{a) morals . « + o » »
(b} artistio &evelagm&n .

(9) amblition . « +  »

iaz esthetic aansihility .

e} eoivio sensibility . .

> W
0+ LR o O
E EE DRI AN R
- ?1W§Aivw
WOHWVA,

L I R S R
* & € n w

» Pt {0
L BUE O WA I

24, VWhat are your objeetions
to using conic books in
the olasgroom?
a) too bizare . 4 x o« s o
(v} overdrawn situations ., .
(o) distorted view of normal
gituations % % & 8 %
(ﬁ; profand . 4« s 4 s s
{e) bad taste in use of warﬁﬁ
and expressions ., , .
(£} teaoch lack of faith in thd
L Supreme Being (Not
angwered)

O s
aﬁg; 81

o

o0

o«

*

25, In your opinian what are the
shief b@nafits children de-
giva from w&ading the comw

ea?
(a) develops a senss of -
HUumor « + + s & » » 4 . -
{b) anlargea the voecabu~ . '
- * * &* * e * * L3
(o) anhanaas his sense of -
POAVBTENGE o &« & s o o . . . & P . @ ¥ & ﬁ“{*
{4) realization of better g
characteristics of an
individual '
(1) courage v % 5 4 % N Y PO » ¥ Nt . & PO
(3) &ﬁpirﬂ%i@ﬂ ¢ v s o ¥ ) . w P . % . ¥  »




TABLE 7--Continusd

: s ; e =
8 oot gl Totals
Guestions o Chties |

Yoo | No | Yes| No | Yes| No

{3) prowess
&« physical . + & + o
be mental . 4 o o 4 o
s spiritual , . . «

s
W

26, Do you find that r@aéin%

the comios leads a child

-2@ do further research

4n ' o ‘
ﬁ; English .
b} history .
@) science ,
a; health »
e

0

U S X
L S S I 3
W -k-o® o
* & a w
. & % 9 &
- o o ¥
* 2 oe B &
T I
L K IR ]
» R
I R S
LK T R I Y
DO A 3 b O
W e e
R 'l >

o
{
(

27. Do you find the comies use=~
“ful for remedlial reading S .
;§rﬂat15@? & 4 % # & ¥ & 5 5 4 3 7 lﬁxﬁjgﬁ

e T3 e

fine arts

28, What other information of
value ean you glve aboub
the educational valus of
the comlos? (No answers
were made to this ques-
ti@na)

Total . LN R R 259 | 91. 391 186
- Per cent . o+ ¢ 4 o 4 ¢ s & P& |+ 68 | .

Table 7 reveals that 72 per cent of the Dallas teachsrs |
and 68 per cent of the teachers in other schools f£ind that eomié_
books have educational value., The total results indleate that
87 per cent of the teachers who replied %o the gquestionnaire used

the comios to supplement textbook materials. The majority used



them to enrich the eurrieulum; to introduce novalty; to
deepen aulture;\whila only two used the comios to keep up
with eurrent events, The subjsets in which the comlies were
most valuﬁblm; acoording to the teaehﬁra;kara history (which
leaﬁﬁ); aeienee; 11taratare; and religlon.

Seven Dallas teachers and four teaehers in other
¢lties believe comies ean develop habits of eoneentration.
Eight teachers In sach greup th1nk they improve comprehen=
sia@ and interest in reading. Four Dalles teachers and two
teachers in the other citles feel that ocmics help the child
express a complete thought in fewer words. Five Dallas and
four teachers in other cities believe comice stimulate a de-
sire in students to »ead other llterabure. A4 small per cent
of all the teachers correlated the comios with textbook in-
struction, Twe Dallas teachers and three teachers in other
¢lties reported finding the comios an effeotive teaching tool,

Five teachers from each group have allowed children to
classify comics as "good" and "bad.® These groups found
that the pupils used eanstruative Judgment in the elassifi~
cation, These same teachers have tried to create in the ocom-
mmity a demand for better ocomies.

Eight of the Dallas group and five of the other group
believe that motlvation ean be furthered by the use of the
comies; six to three saild that children choose harmless and
informational type comles.
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Hoat of the teachers fin& that the baat grmnp of sty-
dents read the feweat comics, the middle gxgup read the moﬁt
and the poorest group comes seomn&. About sixty per cent of
these toachers believe that comics tend to increase the
child's ability to vead other material§; influence his honasty;
develop a finer esthetisc sansa; encourage a8 love of adven=-
turai influence his general integrity; while one teacher
al&ima that they ocause the child to have bad dreams,

&mang the ereative interasts which, it is alaimeﬁ. are
aroussd amang the pupils, ﬁéii&g %ﬁnﬁﬂ the artiatiﬁ, in-
vwntive ereative writing, and dr&m&t ization, The eth@r
agitles group adds gama citizenship . t@ this 1list,

In reply to question twanty~ane, it appears that the
comics are still only tolerantly adeepted in the schools,
Only one raportaﬂ aooepting thenm uﬂdar compulsion from the
supervisor, and four acecepted them aagerly¢ Eiz schools
raport preparing comie papers and r&p@aﬁuaing aharaotara
comi¢ book style.

Ho harmful effeata are reparted in the quasti@nnaire
repliaﬁ‘ Under the helpful effeots liated by nallas teach«
ers, six belleve comies helpful to morals, four see artis-
tic development, three see ambition atir@aa, one notes eg~
thetie sensibility inareaaed; two the development of civie
sensiblllity; while in the other clties grwup five note moral
imprawamaﬁt; seven artistic aevalapmﬁnt; two ambition atirrad;
none an inersass of astheticisenaihiliwy; and twe e¢ivio sensi-
bllivy,
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Question twenty-~four reogarding the objeetions of teache
ers to comiec books draws the Tollowing raﬁliesi In Dallaé
four bali&ve,them»taavbizarwa; five everdruwn; three dis-
torted view of normal aituaxiana; one 1nmreaseﬁ‘yrafanity;
one bad taste in the use of words and axprasaiona; with none
not a lack of felth in a Supreme Being. Teachers in the
cther group wrote replles which give the following results:
four find the comics too hizarrﬁ; four overdrawn aituatiana;
twelve 1llst distorted view of life situaﬁiana; two objeet to
prafanity; ten to the bad taste in the uﬁe?wf~waraagan& 8x~
preasians; while none mention a lack of faith in a Suprenme
petng. Bl

More teachers in athéétéiﬁias rind'ﬁhat the comics lead
the ohild to do further ra#éareh in Eﬂgliah;‘histexy§ a&ianee;
health, and fine arts, than 414 the Dallas beachers, Few
teachers in either group find the comies useful for remedial
reading prae%iea; and none of them volunteered any other in-
formation as to the educational value of the oomics,

To sum up the teachsrs' quastimnnaire; the use of the
comies ag an educational aid in the classroom appears to be
iimited only by the abdbility of teachers to utilize them,

The teachsrs who have used the comies have found them help~
ful in establishing meaningful oconcepts that are necessary
to comprehensive r&aﬂimg; as well as develcoping creative art;
good oitizenship ldeals, and expanding the ohild's fleld of
information.



Follow-up Aotivities and the Schools Using Them
The follow-up activities as revealed in the resulting
seore of the questionnaire indicate that the comice are used
to supplement lessons in the canraa; to inerease the knowledge
of the pupiia; to parallel stories in 1itaratﬁra; to ldentity
new wards; and for phonetic gnalysis; for ha&lth; and for
language in,the lower grades. |
The Teacher's analsﬁtﬁg; preparad by EKatherine H.
Hutehinson of the Falk Sehoal; University of ?ittshuxg; is a
letter which prepared instructional materials fr@ﬂ.§g§§;,§g§g
ggggg[ﬁggg;z; to eorrelate with Longfellow®s poem ®The Court=
ship of lMlles Standish.,® The experiment extended over a
period of ten weeks., This is mentioned te illustrate a pre~
comie activity. The reason for ochoosing this particular date
is the mention of Dick's Advenbtures by a teacher who said her
pupils derived much historieal benefit and pleasure from the
comiec.
Lauretta Bender says:
In the course of these ﬁtﬁﬁiﬁﬁ; we aneaunﬁmraﬁ; tine
and again, the projection of the ghild's fantasy up~
on the eharacters and stories of the comie books, or
the child's Incorporation of the characters and solu-
tions of reality problems into his inner fantasy life.
It soon became evident to us that comies were almost
miversally read by children, A= psyehiatrists, we were

quick 1o assume that they served to fulfill the psy~
egmlaﬁiegé needs ggithedchilﬂ. ?f;grggtuﬁy, we agnw
¢luded that the comies aavggg with universal E§g lems
of relationship of the sslf to physical ahd sooial
reality; replete with rapld aotion and repetition;
given sontinuity by & eentral charaecter who, like
Casper, invites identifiecation; free to experiment
with fantastic solutions (but with good ultimately




triumphing over evil)}, like the folk-lore of other
times, serve as a means to stimulate the child's
fantasy life and to help him solve the individual
and sociological problems inherent in his 1living.?

In regard to the comiec as an art form, Lauretta Bender
says:

Children's spentaneous art work always appears to
be incomplete, They seem to produce only in frag-
ments when left to themselves and not urged by some
adult to make a complete pleture., . . . The language
of the comie whish 1z often so offensive to the
adult, has the same meanings and provlems for the
child as the pictorial content. It represents ex~
perimentation. It should not be expected to repre~
sent & model that the ohild will imitate, but an
enormously fluid, fleeting, voluble substrata of
play in langusge. . . « How let us censider some

of the comle characters and what they mean , ., ., -
Buperman is not always Supermsn. He is Clark Kent,
& rather ordinery person, even ridiculed at times
by Lols Lane. DBut when he puts his cape, his
ego expands into the super~ego; his body 1lmage has
many superlative qualitlees. He ls strong, brave,
good. He can overeome gravity, time, spacs, all
inhibitions, and badness. He always uses his power
for good. He deals with all kinds of physioal
and soclal problems. There are numerous charao-
ters like him in one or ancther respect: -all the
members of the Juastice Soclety, :’%g Flash, The
Zha t@m, m G’Eﬁ”% ] Lﬁﬂtaﬁﬂ o o

Lauretta Bender concludes that great adaptabllity and

"Lauretta Bender, M. D. (Senior psychiatrist of the New
Tork Department of Hospitals Psychlairic Divisionm, Bellevue
Hoaspital; Assistant Professor of the New York University Col-
lege of Medleine; and an authority on prejective technigues
in the study of children), The Journal of Educations) Soeio
logy, XIIT (December, 1944); 35.
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fluidity with scelal and cultural mble:m&; eontinuity
through eh&m«smm who deal with the 1n&iv$.e1ua1 's essential
y@yahalagiaal involvement with these pmhle&a, an experis
mental attituda and teohnlgue are the positive gqualities
of the comiocs.
Sidonle Gruenberg says: ‘

The comiecs deserve the serious consideration of

olats, and payohologiath, tor they setlech meat

rillions are thinking ah@ut what they-want

what they fear, and how they foel. a‘wu‘b mﬁ%ers

of social gigniﬁaanea. .

"Looking at the ﬁemim&“ is & mway by ﬁm ahilﬁmn's

Book Committee of the Child Study ﬁamﬁat&aﬁ mae by Jdosette
Frank and Hugh Grant Straus in m}.ﬂiﬂg the mtanﬁ of the
comica, The &mttea says “that a&wm:um wmmtaa most
of the Mes in ane form or ana‘hhs:‘ a larga pumber of
stories are fantastia ; erime and arﬁ.maa datwtim are glayad
up in some atarmﬁ; stories frem Mstory or surrent aven’ba ’
appear in mgasims ar 'mrieé aam;ent whi&h have gmat m'sw >
tentialities for pmsenting edueational mtarial; stories
about war and fighting; e¢lassic stories used as &a intrm*

duetion to the rea&;mg of the ariginala,

antic lﬁ’?&j ; 1& 1-\ o
fun and humor. At present most of these M«m&m refleot tha

lstamzs quo in soevial and politiecal ideology and are a basis :
for my abaarbmeg and mj@#&bi& ahixmm"aativiﬂaa;, 'ﬁm

%i&mie &mmrg, "The Comics: ag a Soolal Forae,” -
E%xgg_@_ of Edueational Sooi XVl {December, l§4&)
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survey indiestes that the comivs are today a part of the
common reading mores, not only of children but aﬁulta ag .
well, Children for whom home and school are busy, active
plaaaa, whose work and play are alive and rich Wiﬁh\r&&l
and meaningful mativity; will take the somies in their
atriﬁa; if adults don't ruthlessly attack what they valus.
Fall.~-Figure 1 on the following page illustrates a lese
son in ha&lth; made during National H@althﬁ%eak; to impress
en the child the importance of a healthy bedy. It is quite
graphie; particularly for a high third grade student; The
ariginal cartoons mede during this ?arﬁaﬁ’awaatﬁ& vivid aﬁds
lﬁaiing im@raaaiﬁna of what 1% takes to have a healthy baﬁ?; :
. Other aammm made Quring this activity illustrated
proper 0l@thing, outdoor axarﬁiaa, and shelter. ﬂppartuni*
ties were given for discussing the importance of esach af_;
these to the health of the child, The physiecal aspeots of
th@khama; the kinds of ex@rcisa; and the difference in the. -
kinds of clothing worn in fall and in summer. Stories were

found in the readers about the necessities of life, Eﬁctu#eﬁ]fﬁf

were studlied illustrating them. This study ﬁulmiaaﬁaﬂ‘with
8 health parade showing the different ﬁﬁiﬁ&lﬁ that give ué

food and olothing. Paper dolls were dressed in ﬁl@thaav.w‘ N
to repregsent the seasons of the year; pletures Df'va@etablgg, 31i

and other nutritious foods were mounted on cardboard, and
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pictures of homes made from different bullding materials were
made to Iillustrate these nepessgitlies. A1l this served as a
background Tor the health cartoons, In these the children
had to keep in mind what necessity for good health they would
want to illustratz;'what characters they would uae; and what
they would say in the balloons. The balloons were very Talus
able in helping the children exzpress com aplete thoughts, in -
&pslling; and in the writiag of conbractions ¢

The cartoons were also uwseful for promoting thinking
povwer, They @rﬁvidad opportunities for noting @a@&i&s; recog-
nizing main ideas, and in Writiag acnvaraatisn-

¥ill the Hmﬁire‘~4Figure 2, by David Orﬁez a high
seventh student, also shows talent. What could be more

realistie? Who shall say this boy does not alresdy have the ]
making of a more than average cartoonlst in him? Note the
many different stories he manages to vrowd into the limited
space., David evidently likes the expression "Xill the Umpire."
The comle demonstrates vividly what has happened. A batter
hes hit the ball and gone to first base, The umpire has made
a decislon in his favor; the opposite team disagrees. In
the last seetion the c¢limax is shown, The pioture 1llus-
trates the art of telling a story in seguence without words
and what a c¢hild can 4o when left to his own Initlative.

This produst certainly aw@hasizsa the faet that conices
¢an be used te enrich the curriculum, to develop %ﬁa spirit

of fair‘pl&y, to oreate a desire for cutdoor sports, to
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nking mw;' wnd to advance the csuse of eduvation
in general. Too, it shows eonstruotive sxpsrimentation with
reality and a projestion of the ochild's imner life, Parhaps
this astivity served to fulrill the yeyohologioal need of
thie boy.

Jack and His Troubles.,~«The vividness of detail sud gulok
astion plotured in Fizure 3,3 & sartomm by Patsy Eﬁmmwg explaing
the illustration in one sweeping glance, Usually a ohild's
spontaneous art work appears to be inecomplete when not urged
by some mxm; but this is & relatively complete story which
seemed to lnspive the ohild to exercise her capacities, Drride
in the home is especially an Interesting point in this pioture.
It could sleo be & phuse of a leseon on Lire ww&x&%imf In
the %mm@;, seotions one and two show the tools needed to get
the leaves off the lawn. Geotion threse piotures an insest
m, and the last eectlion explaine the title of the pleture,
The scene probably represents an experience in yard eslesuning.

The art teacher included this art agtivity in her prow=
gram to give the ohildren an essape from resl slassroom @5~
vironment, Ailso, for this study she wished to prove her
philosophy that ¢artoons which tell their story without the
ald of explanatory caption, &1&1&%’%\; or "balloms®™ are best.
The drawings made during this aetivity were the original
ldeas of the ohildren. ALl of the ohildren tried very sagerly
to oreate a oomie page that could be included in this study .
The resulte of the comic page activity were beyond the
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expectationsg of the %teachers. Qﬁny aof the cartoons were

exoellent and uMaweﬁ fine talent. The onss lncluded in

this study were melacted because they are so sslf-sgxplunatory

end were about things of Interest to the individual chila,
A1ds published by corporations are of wvalue Tor supple«

mentary tsaching material. Such an ald In visual a&ﬁcaﬁlaﬂ

is published by ithe Tord Motor Compeny, Tor the use of pupils

in the public schools of Eetrait; ééiteﬂ“by‘ﬁarv@y 2@r%&ugn; '

Department of Educational Zoclology, Wew Tork State ﬂnxvaraity,_
and written by Frank Tola of Hunber Collegs. mdtariﬁl ig

of exceptional merit., It is a story in pletures of the manu-  “1
Tacturing of iron. The pilotures begin with the irom @re\ﬁn*jff5 
the ground and follows through to the finished product of L

iren ané steel, The materiel also includes a leasnn of ten '
yertinﬁnt over-all questions of what Lthe siudents haﬁa seen T
in their tours through the River Rouge Flant of the Ford

Motor Company. Similar lessons are put out in The Tea

gt
Newslotter. They are lessons supplementing comies with olass-
room Instruetions.

Dick's Adventure In Dreamland.--Figure 4,; by Weil O'Reefe
and Maxkfrall; runs in the Sunday comie supplemsnt of the

Dallas Mornlng Hews. It iz included here to illustrate how
the enmies; which ave a commercial &iﬂ; can be of value in
introducing a school subjeet. The comlc is very valuable
beecause 1t illustrates true historieal deta in every detail.
Two teachers found it very useful as en ald in the teaching
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of hlstory and in creating an iatervest In olassieal llterabture.
The strin» represants an eplsods based on the Jamesbown Golan?;
the first permanent sebtilement in Amerlies, It could he used
as a obarting point In instruotions or to supplement the text,
Through 1t the c¢hildren could galn insighte 1n history that

would promote growth in lesaring.

Parents ! Attitude Toward Comies

¥ine parents out of twenty~five answered the parents’
gquestionnaire. The majorlity of these parenis decldedly
didn't like for their children 1o read the comies. The
most noticeable reaction given was waste of time. They
do not agree that the ¢hild finds it easisr to read and en~
joy school auhjaats; especially history and literature, This
is ocertainly contrary to the ohild's point of view,

In reply to the quastian; Do they gain a broader under-
standing of and an interest in ourvent events™ one parent
4id not find this to be true, In development of ahar&&t@r;
only a minority answered in the affirmative, In answer to
gquestion f@mr; cue parent con¢eded that there is more con~
gtructive thinking and action after reading the comies.

Question five is a thought question of seven parts
and brought a few constructive answers. The guestion ia;
"What changes would you 1ike to see made in the comic books?™
Thirteen wished less myatary and less emphasis on soolal and
religious prajudiaes twelve desired less fantastic tales,

while sleven wished fantaetle tales to be emphamized.
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In reference to part "I" of guestion fiva; the parents
“would like for the comies to igglada good entertalining f&amiaa;
historical mata&iai; biﬂ@raph3; any sort of real charaoter
bu&lding 1i%arature; stories ending with a mmral; end falry

' storles written by late authors, |

To part "g" of questlon riva one parsnt said:

I've tried to keep my ten year old in his age limit
ggt %glialiitha% ggv%?eaﬁ in school. Thankag%ﬂﬁnmﬁa,
e 8 es Wa sney, Donal 10 4114 z

Pig, but he does buy mome of the ars I don't ar
prove of end wish they would quit printimg them.,

I don't like comic books for any age. I think they
rula the reeding habvits of most every one who reads
them, I think daily funnies in the papers aye encugh.

Ve try to ﬂnaenmaga reading of such magazines as

Time and Reader's Digest and have been quite success-

; however, we 60 not forbid the gomic books, Ve

hmva much too mush of the debestive type herde + « «
and altho he is always of impeccable character, he
does make the ohildren much too conscious of the

many dodges and evaslons of justlee, glamorizes

gangs of thugs and brings anwhnleaama typeg to their
attention when they are stlill too young to even read
of the sordidness of humanity. We do not feel it

necessary that the ocomie¢ book "do® anything but en~
tertain, but they should offer wholesome end clem
en%axtainm@nt; Were 1%t not for the fasot that the
kids In the nelghborhood swap, we'd have no beefl

with comic books, as we simply insist on their

choice of good cnas and avoid those we think

might be harmful. We find magy that are very

olever and really delightful ,+V

Apropos to this somment, it is intersativg to read the
following editorial from the Wichita Times:
The comie books, according to scholarly authnriﬁy,

aren't so bad} fiot nearly bad enough to Jjustify
their being banned from the home by parantﬁ;

mzmmer from Ellen Jﬁhnmtm, rapl‘s’m@ to the question~
naire, May 21, 1948.
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Furthermors, if Junior has diffiouliy in learning to
i:aﬁ, the somiec book would faeilitate the instruce
on,

4 parent-teacher group in Palo Alto, California-
financed an inquiry into the comic book problem, em=
ploying psychologists and eduoators to study the
matter. The above findings were the vesults., The
¢ducators seemed to believe that there was not
anaw%ﬁ, for either good or evil, in the books, to
Justify any worrying about them, Also they found
that nearly all the youngsters prefer the whole=
some type of books rather than those dealing in ,
orime and violence, Those who belong to the gener-
ation which was forbidden in its vouth to read
about Frank Merriwell, Diamond Dick, and other
nickel llbrary figures oan't recall that any
scholarly counsel was hired. Pathers and mothers -
simply sald ne, believing the stories to be un~
wholesome . Probably 1f the professors had been
called in they would have found that the mtuff
wasn't so bad., Today's jJuvenile readers, with

the professors on their side, are beiter offy
especially as there no longsr are aig barns in -
which to do the reading 0B the asly.~* ’ ﬁ

liﬁsahmlara and Comie Eaaka,* Wiy
October &, 1947, p. 15, '




CHAPTER IV
REBULTS OF THE FRIDINGS

4 previous explanation of the method of procedure used
in this etudy indicated that four groups of people were partici-
gan%ﬁ; @@»mimnawm; edusators, #h&iﬁwﬁm; and parents. It was
also stated that an experiment was mads, using two groups of
¢hildren to determine the effects of comioe on a child's read~
ing comprehension., The two @&mﬁmwgna.tﬁnwﬁh grade and a £ifth
gmaﬁa; were equated om the basis of meatal maturity and resd-
ing ability ae soored by the Metropolitan Intelligense Test
and the Detroit Reading Test, Form III A, The intelligenge
quotient and reading ability were scored for each ehild at
the beginning of the reading experiment, Ten weeks were spent
in the initial reading program., During this period tradie
tional methods and reading bvexts were used in each group, In
maﬁiﬁiau; the fourth grade group wes provided with comio books,

1. The fourth grade group gained move pointe in reading
ability than 4id the £ifth grade gro
87
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B+ The fifth-grade group gained fewer points in read-
than G1d the fourth-grade

3. ALl but two children in the Tourth-grade group gained
points in reading scores.

4., Only thres children in the fifth-grade group gained
points in reading seores, '

Findinge indicated that the fourth grade group made
greater galns in faa&ing comprehension seceording to the test
g8gores than 4id the ehildren in the fifth-grade aroup., It
might be conoluded that the use of comie books was conducive
to progress in reading efficiency in thie study and that they
are a valuable teaching aldy. .o _

The results of the pupile’ quﬂstiannaira showed that m@at :
ahilérwn read the haymless ty@@ aamiaﬁ that the ammi@g helﬁ
the atud@nta in their school aubjawta, in their aitimenﬁhip,
and in the ability to make or invent different kinds of toys
and g&ﬁgaﬁa. ﬁh@ Qﬁaati@nu&ire also revealed that most chile
dren spend very little for comles eaﬁh‘wéak; The most any
child c¢laimed %o navm spent for comlie books was one dallar.
This amount a&ema qusastionable.

The findings in the teachers' gquestionnalre indieated
that some teachers were making valusble use of the comics as
supplementary material. All of the temchers thought that
the comies helped the child's anmprahanai@n; introduced
nuvalﬁy; enriched the auxriaulum; and furthered motivation
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and incentives., They found that comic books about hiatory;
aaianﬂe; and folklore had the most educational valus.

From the syndicatea' gu@atiennaire the inferences are
(1) that most syndicates have high-standard rules for the
edition of their publications; (8) that professors who have
made a study of the oomies found little that was bad in themy
(3) that most of the cartoonists are edusated; and (4) that
their purposes in c¢reating comics are to stimulate youth
interest in the best kind of living end to give to all gomie
readers a high grade of comiec literature that may be both
educational and entertaining,

Most of the parenis found very little value in the

comios, but did not ban them in the home.



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

The problem of this study was to find the educational
values of the comies as a teaching and learning tool. 4
discuseion of the background of the comlos end some of the
cartoonist related to the study were inaiﬁ&aﬂ in the inves~
tigation. Data ccllected on the problem were organized in-
to the following form: Iintroduction; objectives of the
comios a8 an edueational medium and the means used to cors
relate comle books with regular e¢lassroom instruction; an
investigation of the comies through a limited number of
quﬁstiannairas dlstributed to a fow publishers, eanaatara,
chlldren, and parenis a raault of the findinga, showing
the publishers’ ebjgativaﬂ, comic book activities reported
by twenty-~four 3ahaala‘ the ehiefl benefits children derive
from comie b@@kﬁ aud the parantﬁ' attitude toward comics}

and the swmmary, aanaluﬂian&, and recommendations,

Conclusions
Findings indicated that the comics do have a place in
childhood sducation., They bave posaibvilities as a teaching
tasi;v&n& their purpose 1s to supplement rather than to sup-
plant.
70
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The fact that only a small Percentage of teaphe rs make
use of the comics in teaching is evidence of the need in
teacher education for a planned program to develop competence
in the use of this teaching aiq.

This study shows that experience with comics in the ori~
teria does have potential value as a teaching and learning
tool. The teachers represented did not make abundant use of
the comlies in the alaasraam; but there was considerable range
of utilization in the activities presented.

Comios are not functioning as efficiently as they could
in the public sohools, This is probably due to the fast that
both the educators and the parents like the time to investigate
this field of knawlaﬁga and are not familiar with the citizen-
ghip of the comic ereators.

The success or failurs of comies in edusation depends
upon the attitiude of aﬁm&nistraﬁara; t@aehare; and parents

toward comics, as well a&s upon the cartoonists themselves.

Recommendations

From an evaluation of obtainable data on the extent to
which the comies reportedly are uged in the public sohools
in various parts of the United States and the cutcomes whieh
are attributed to their uae; the following recommendations
are made!

1. Bome comics should be brought into school as a
teaching tool to supplement the textbook.
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8« The comics should be used when appropriate, for the
teaching of both general and speciflie knowledge.

3. Teachers of soclsl studies should mcquaint themselves
with comieos for elassroom use when such books broaden or sup
plement these subjeuts.

4. Develop an appreciation on the part of boys anﬁ.girls;
a liking for good ocomiocs. |

5+« Let ohildren enjoy the comics for lelsure reading.

6. Through the Parent~Teacher &aaeaiatian; give parents
help in the cholce of comiecs read at home.

7+ An wnderstanding attitude sheﬁaﬁ‘ba déveloped on the
part of the ﬁuhlia; and the ﬁynaieatas; as to educatlonal
trends carried in the comies, |

8. Develop a tolervant attitude by both the school and
the home toward the use of comies in the olassroom and l@iauraﬁf»

time reading.



APFENDIX

Teachers' Guestionnsire

‘Please fill in the following information blanks con-

aarniné the aauaational use you make of the comlo books in

your school.

2. Ba?yaa gge comic books as a part of your school program?
68 0
It sa what ave your objectives in uain@ comie ba@ka?
84 t@ snrich the surriculw
bs %o introduse noveltly _
¢. to desepen the @ultura
d. to supplement teaching and keep children inranma&
on current events
e. to save time
3, Whieg a%mic books 4o you think have the most ﬂdﬁﬂﬂti@ﬂ&l‘
value
- myﬁ‘bexz'y
b, humer
G hiatery
d. a@ianaa
e, folklorée and sestional customs
£+ literature
g« religlous: ﬁathali@ ?rateﬁtant
4. Do you make preparation for a comle book reading pericd?
Yezs _No_
5. What iz the nature of your follow-up activities?
a. to supplement lessons in the course_
b o enrich the course
¢. to inorease the knowlsdge of the pupil
d. for remedlal reading practice
e, group discussion of stories

T,
&
h.
1.

of school , Grade

naming perallel stories in Ei"ératura
&ramatizatian of stories

identlifying and pronouncing new words____
phonetlc analysis__

73
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7.
8.
10,

11.

12,

13,

14.

15,

is,

17.

18,

19 .

74

Do you think ecomie book raaﬂiug develops habits of eon=~
gentration? Yes_ Fo_

Do you think the a@miaa 1mprmve comprehension and interest
in reading? Yes Ea

Do the comies help the ehil& express a complete thought
in fewer words? Yes_ No

Do they stlmulate a aeaira in the student to read other
literature? Yes

Do you think aemid“"ﬁkﬁﬁﬁﬁy the deaire to read children's
olaspgica? Yes

Do you earraiate"”ﬁb domies with textbook instruction?
ggaxxfgé éi 80, wit%l?gat aubjgag? héitﬁry

glis reading __8pe g soclial studlies

health ' ﬁhe arts____

B@E?au %énd the aamiea an effective teaahing t@al?
{:::] )

Have you ever allowed ohildven io slassify conics as 1o
good and bad? Yes Mo If 8o, did their judg~
ments prove to be oconstrustive? Yen No_ .

Bave you made a survey of children's comics offered in
loes) stores? Yes _No

Have you tried to create a demand in the community for
the batter conion? Yes  NWo

Can motivation and incentives be furthered by the use of
comies? Yes_ Ko _

Do the children choose the informeticmal and harmless type
of comies? Yes No

Whish students read ths eamios? the poorest group  the
middle group  the best group

Do comies tend to inerease the ¢hild's ability to read
other materials? Yes__ No

ﬁoYemmi@ books tend to influence the student's behavior?
s - No _
If 86, in What manner?

8. hﬂneaty

b general Integrity

¢. Tiner esthetic semse__

4. love of adventure

@, bad dreans of hai"ﬁ“,aﬁth eB0apes
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What oreative interests do the comics arouse 1n your mupils?
a., artistie_ : _
by Invent 1%
0. oraative ﬁiting
d, dramstization
e good oltizensRIp projects___

4ire the comios accepted by the art Department in your
school? Yes o
as tolerantly
be oagerly
¢« under compulsion from supervi@or

Name some of your art astivities
a. woomlo paper
b. reprodusticdl of characters comioc book atyle

Do you know of an instance Iin whieh comie books have in~
finenced a @hild‘s attitude toward school studies?
Halpfully Harmfally

as to morals
b; artiatie éavﬁiﬁ?mmat
6, ambitiom
d. esthetio sensibilities___
e, cliviec sensibility

What ara your cbjections to uaing comice books in the ach@@l
room?
a, too bizarre
b. overdrawn situations too sontinucus
o. distorted view of normal living situations____
4, profane
e. bad taste in use of words or expressions___
£f. teach a lack of faith in a Supreme Eexﬁgm““

In your opinion what are the chief benefitis @hildran
dawiva from resding the comles?
a. develops a gense of humor
b, enlarges vocabulary, both TR spesking and reaéing
6., onhsnces his sense mf reverence
d. his realization of the ﬁ&ttar ohara eteriatias nf an
%g?iviﬂnal .
gourage
{2} aspiration
{8) prowesa: TDhysical__ mental spiritaal

Do you find that reading the comiocs leads a chila to do
further ressarch on the subjects read? Yes ] '
Which subjeects? English _ history seience hEﬁT%n
the fine arts____
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27. Do you find the comios useful for remedial reading prac~
tiee? Yes __Ne

28« What other information of value can you give about the
edusational value of the comioca?

Pupila' Questionnaire
Please check or write the answers to the following
| questions:

1. List five of your favorite comic hooks
First eholice
Second choloe
Third shoice
Fourth oholce
Fifth cholee

2. Do the comios help you to be a babtar gltizen? Yes_ ﬁe
8. patriotic____ :
b, loyal ,
¢, brave
d. h@lpf“If%@ those in need

3« Do the aamies help you to un&arstanﬁ yaur achool subjaeta

better? Yes No _  If se, whiéh studlen?
Which comies™ :

4, Have the comiecs helped you to maks ar invent anything at .
intersst or of value? Yes Ho

Eaveiyau read in the comles about ?ﬁe Invention oFf B0mRS~ ,;*f
thing? & 5
What was the invention?

Which comle carries this story?

5. TPlease write two sentences telling why you like % raaé
the comies.
1.
8.

6, Do the eomics help you read better? Yes__No___  If so,

how have they helped you?

7. How many comies 4o you read a week? one two_ three L

or haw many more?

8, Do you negleot resreation and library work because of tha ; ‘

time you spent reading the comles? Yes _ Fo
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9« If you have an allowance, do you spend it all for comiec
books? Yes Yo ri‘ not, how much do you spend
eadh week for comios? T

10+ How do you got your comics? buy__ trade gwap

ek ris

11. %chmr lggamm:ﬁ approve of your reading ther comies?
es No

12. ¥Wnich comles do they like for you to read?
13, Fame the three they llke mosti

14. Do your parents read comic books? Yes N Comlos

No___
in the daily papers? Yes_ No___

15, How much time a day do you spend reading these comies?

Parents' Questlonmsire
Please fill in the following information concerning the
educational use you make of the comie books in your hcam, ir
any »
1. HName of child _ . Grade

8. you like the offacts of reading the comies, as shown
by your c¢hild? Yes X

3. What are the most noticeable reactions you find?

a, easler to read and enjoy sechool subjeets, espeocially
literature and history? Yes_ No

bs. reading comlics to exelusion of all other activities
axcept attending movies? Yes No

¢. broader understanding of and interest in:

(1) .current events. Yes  FNo

(8) character development, Yes.  NO

(5; any good reading at his age level, Yes__ No__
racial provlems. Yes No )
(6) general soelal conscicusness. Yes__ No
(8) social studies. Yes  No____ |

4, Is your ohild more alert or more Iintrospeetive since
reading the comios? Yes  No __ If the former, 1s
1t along lines of construstive Thinking and aotlon?
Yes Ho
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5. What changes would you like to see made in comic books?

a: mystery. Nore__ or less__

b. character buildliig., Mors__ or less_

¢. soclal prejudices emphasiZed. More_ or less___

d. religious prejudices emphasized, More or less
e, Tantastio tales emphasized. Nore__ or less.

f. what 8o you wish to include? ’

g, what to exclude?

Syndieates' Questionnaire
Please fill in the following questionnaire concerning
the educational value you place on comic books.,
1*‘ What comiec books do yéu publish?

2, Whig?-a%as are approved by the Amsrlcan Library Asscoi-
ation

3. Are these comlc books trended? If so list some of the
trends used by the cartoonlat.

4, Do you think the cartoonist would be willing to be

| trended by edusational authorities? Yes __ No_ ___

5¢ Do you expeet children to gain educational benefits
from the comic books you edit? Yes Ro .

6+ Do you know of an instance where ocomic books have in~
fluenced a person who needed a 1ift? Yes__ No

7. Have the comies had any influence on inventions? Yes
Ko . 1If so, mention a few. ’

8. Does the art, soript, and story content affeet the
aala? of comle books? What are your standards for
8ame

9y Should a cartoonlst be a college or univarai@# graduate?
Yes__ Ho Why?

10, What is the maximum salary for such an artist?

1l. Were the comic books useful in the War effort? Yes
Yo If so, how Were they used?

12, What other information ean you give showing that the
comlios do have high eduscational value?
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