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INTRODUCTION

It was clear that I would write imaginatively,

not only of people, but of the scene, the totality

which 1s called Hature, and that I would give my-

self intransigently to the quality of experience

called Folk, and to the frame of behavior known as

Hystical.

- Thus wrote Hary Austin in the intreduction to Earth
Horigon, her autobiography.

- Thanks to the American spirit of her family in mi-
grating to the West when she was twenty, the "scene"
cane chiefly to mesn the Southwest. Not that she would
not have found a way of expressing her genlus in any
section of the country in which it might have been her
destiny to livej and, as for fulfilling the rest of the
pattern of her life, no place could have kept her from mak-
ing a2 critical study of her inherited traditions and of the
various forces of life about her.

This versatile author has a number of essays, novels,

plays, and poems to her credlt, dealing with such subjects
as soclal ecritlcism, religlon, psychology, women's rights,

folklore, literary criticlsm, nature, love, and Indian

life. I have read each of her books; and I agree with

1
Mary Austin, Barth Horizon, pe. vii.
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Carl Van Doren that "she nowhere else quite equals the
success she reaches in those lovely luminous documents
on the Southwest.” 2 It was in the Southwest that she had
her vision, and 1t was there she spent the greater part
of her 1lfe. Though she had experiences in various cities,
including New York and three great capitals of the world,
she returna& to the Bouthwest and chose Santa Fe as the
place of her final residence.

It will be my problem 1n this study to exanmine
lrs. Austin's works and show wherein she has acconmp-
lished the pattern that she mapped out for her life.
The first chapter 1s a sketech of HMary Austin's life.
Chapter II treats of the "scene" as shown in her nature
writinss. Chapter III iIs concerned with the people of
her acquaintance and those of her novels, plays, and
short stories -~ the people of whom she wrote "imagi-
natively." Chapter IV 1s devoted to “the quality of ex-
perience called Folk," which Mrs.Austin had with the
Spanish—sgeaking people and the Indians. "The frame
of behavior known as HMystical' is the toplec of Chapter
v, and Ghapter VI gives Mrs. Austin's prophecy for the

Southwest.

2

Qarl Van Doren, "The American Rhythm: Mary Austin,
Discoverer and Prophet,” Century Magezine, Vol. CVII,
(November, 1923), p.1l55.
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CHAPTER I
BIOGRAPEICAL SKEICH

There was a question in Mary Austin's mind as to
whether "genius has a life history of 1its own. . . going
on more or less independently of 1its host.“l It should
be of interest to review her own “raclal inheritance," a
term which she defines as "the sum of capacities sequired
by ancestors of the individual to which he has access in
neeting the exigenciles of his own life.“2 This task is made
comparatively easy by Mrs. Austin, who considered it a
"hapgy fortune to have been brought up intimately in touch
with ancestral history," and who considered of no small im-
portance the "factual realltiss of transmitted experience."

Her father, George Hunter, came to America from England
in 1891 at about eighteen years of age with his brother,
William, who had made a previous trip three or four years
beforeﬂ; All that she ever heard certainly of her father's
family!was that the Hunters of Yorkshire were originally of

good'yéaman stoek, that her Grandfather Hunter had for part

1
 Mary Austin, Evervyman's Genius, p. 289.
2

‘zbid., je 14,

Mary Austin,Barth Horigon, p. viii.
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of his 1ife been a tailar; that her grandmother had been
Jane Todd, a Scotch woman; aﬁ§ that the family had spent
several years of George's youtp in Rochester.

Settling first in &l?qn, iilinais, George Hunter
moved on in a short time ﬁé\Caflinville, where it was re-
ported in 1852 that good land was\still to be had for the
taking. His residence there was not eontinuous, however,
as he returned twice, when his mgans afforded, to &lton to
study at Shurtliff College. \\

In 1855 George Hunter visited ﬁ#s father 1n England,
bringing away with him on that occasgbn his sister, HMary.
This sister remained in Alton in the &ressmakin& tradey
#1lliam Hunter went farther west and was not heard of for
years; and George, having read law in the office of John
Rinaier, was admitted to the bar in 1858, He settled in
Carlinville, a town where there was a number of English
families, and set up a law practice. Those who knew him
then remembered him for"his well-stored memgry, his
ready gift of words, and his flexible and argumentative
turn of mind*”4 Hardly had he established himself in his
new law practice when he resigned it in 1861, and in the
week's interval between the close of his tﬁfée months of

volunteer service and his enlistment as Captain of Company

*Ipid., ». 9.



K, 8egventh Illincis, married Susanna Sevilla Grahan.

- Mary Austin traced the maternal branch of her mother's
family back to the founder, ons Pierre Daguerfe, who had
accompanied the Marquls de Lafavette from France. The name
had been imericanized, however, to be spelled "Dugger" by
the time Polly HcAdems, Hary Austin's great-grandmother,
married Jarrot Dugger in 1811. Urs.Austin atiributed much
of her own success to the fact that it had its roots in the
saga of Folly Mcadams Dugger, who

+ » » cane to 'Eellanoy' sitting on a bundle of pleced

quilts and blankets of her own spinning, on the tail

of an ox cart, and with an unrelinquished claim on

all the sanetiang of civilizatign and the precious-

ness of wam&nﬁqod in her heart.

This same Polly had been a girlhood sequaintance of
Hrs. Jamgs K., Polk, who considered her one of her dearest
friends. Polly Hcidams Dugger was an enterprising person
who persuaded her husband to build a water~-wheel to which
the spinning wheels of the neightor women could be attached
so thelr hands could go on with pieeing and quilting. She
invented a way to preserve frult in wide-mouthed crocks and
taught the women to make of arrow-root and native herbs an

effective remedy for the cholera plague in 15351,

Mrs, Austin's grandmother, Hannah Dugger, Folly's

5
Ibid., p. 15.

 ®Ibid., p. 13.



daughterrého married HMilo Graham, sustained the excellent
good sense and courage of Polly. ©She, too, was often ahead
of her times, as was shown by her being the first to wear a
tailor-made dress in Carlinville, some forty years before
it became the fashlonable wear. “hen ililo Graham had his
young wife pilectured in the dress by a new French invention,
the daguerreotype, she was promptly "disciplined" by the
lethodist Church for the offense of vanity. This event
in her granﬁm@ther‘s 1ife might be called prophetie in
that Mary Austin herself was read out of the lethodist
Church in Californis because of some of her own progres-
sive ideas.?
Hannah Graham died when her eldest daughter, Susan
Savilla, lMrs.dustin’s mother, was ten years éf ages oSusan
graduated rrom Miss Richmond's High Sehool and had three
months at llontecello, a selsect academy for young ladies.
At the time of her marriage to Captain George Hunter she
was teaching school. During the years between her marriage
and Captain Hunter's return to civilian 1ife in 1864 a
daughter and a son were born and buriéﬁ. It was in Carlin-
ville, where the Hunters had re-established ﬁhemselvas and
built a little house on First Street, %hat é;ﬂnn, James iilo,

was born in 1866. And on Septemuer 9, ;868,,Eary Hunter was

712;@., pe 287,



born. :

Hary Austin remembered the fémily‘s removal from Pirst
Street, when she was about two and one half years of age,
to a place at the end of Plunm Street, where her father was
forced by his army heritage of 111 heaith to spend a large
part of his time out-of-doors. Eveﬁ at that early date
the child Hary possessed a talent for experiencing which
was of much use to her later creative work. She had &
habit of re~telling things she had geard about as if they
were things she had seen, an achievement that her mother
consider@d *storylng;" and as "stofying” was’wicked, the
¢hild was often punished for it. A&nother thing for which
she was punished was her habit of saying uqéccountable,
inexeusable things that annoyed visitors. %ﬁe child ex~
plained her transgression by saying "it waé like a little
pird that hopped out of her mind, onto herjiongue, before
she could stop ity" angd when she grew alder¥shé began to
realize "that ii was as if a hidden spring in her mind
had been freed by something, a look, a'tone, someﬁhing
so slight that before it could be named the spring was
0ff“8 and she had said the thing that was gaing on in
people's minds that they carefully weren'’t talking about.

These experlences and others told by Hrs.Bustin in

!

3
Ibid., p. 45.



the early part of her sutoblography make it one af‘ﬁhe
most faseinating parts of the whole book. Her early dis-
covery of the distinction between what she calle&%?IaMary,n
ner inner self, and "Hary-by-ycurself;" her experi;hce of
finding God under the walnut tree when she was five and
one hall years old; her distorted ideas of the heaven of
the Rook of Revelaﬁibn; her reading the Bible through when
she was between the ages of nine and ten -~ all these ex-~
periences make 1t easy for ué‘%o understand how Mary Austin
grown up persisted in her writing in the "search for the
norm of moral and spiritual adjustments."g
The events of Hary Austin's childhood resembled those
that she had 0livia Lattimore, the heroine of_A Homan of
Genlug, describe. 0Olivias enjoyed reading, admired her
father, and felt a lack of sympathy on the part of her
mother. é4s & child she indulged in story-telling and play-
acting with her playmates and loved the oute-of-dcors. Her
conversion and joining the chureh, as well as her resente
ment toward her brother, remind a person of Hary Austin's
own experiences. In fact, most of Olivia's childhood ex=-
periences were those of Mary Austin's echildhoad, just as

her later conflict between the social ideal of Taylorviile

9
Ibid., p. 367.



' and her zenlus for acting was Mary Austin's story of her omn
emancipation from small town prejudices. One feels when he

is reading the atove novel, as if he were re-reading parts

of Larth Dorizon, lery Austin's autoblograpuy.

&

Hary Austin was a sensitive child who longed for sym-
pathy and affectlion from her mother, a woman already bur-
dened down with the care of three or four other children,
one of them sickly, and an invalid husband., It seems to ne
that Mrs.,dustin made too much of an lssue of what she
thought was her mother's lack of appreciation of her talent.
It may be that Hary Austin grew to be a commanding, sa}f~
assertive person because of a complex she déveloped from
her early failure to establish her importance in the minds
of the members of her family. On the other hand, it could
ke that as a child and youth she already possessed a knowl-
edge of the importance of her own ideass ané &8 a result,
1t was difficult for the family to live with a person slready
rastless to do semething about those ldezs. ‘hatever the
case may be, the friction between the mother and the daugh=-
ter continued to exist, and Hary Austin found comfort in the
books that her father made avallable for her -- works of
Secott, Lcngfellgw;,Whittiei, Burns, Ben Jonson, and Huskin.

She also enjoyed reading such magazines as St. Hicholas,

Scribner's, Harper's and The Century. "Nothing readable ever




came into the house on Flum Street that Mary did not take
toll of it."lo It is probable, however, that Hary Austin
exaggerated the debt that she owed to her father, who
diled when she was ten years old.

The "subtle alterations of adolescence took lary
dustin hard and early. In the spring of 13879 the family
moved to‘a house on Second South, leaving the house on
Flum Street with its adjscent woods and pastures and the
wide circle of activities tangent to it. She remenbered
vividly a visit to her aunt's in Kansas during the {irst
sumner after her father's death and one the next sumnmer
{o Boston, a place that she was completely at home in
because of her reading.

Of this peried in her 1life Kary Austin said, "4s to
the determinant of adolescent thinking, the clrcumstance
of being a Hethodist and the lack of a Fhatnot was much
more menacling than anything that at that age could be

’ 1
described as sex experience.“LlSh was a pragmatist in
religion and failed to ret anything out of the Methodist
Church, which she joined when she was eleven, that even

compared with her earlier experience of finding God under

10

Abidey p. 77
11
- bid., p. 114,



the walnut tree, Though she resented the fact that her
mother made so much of her brother Jim's status as head
of the family and despised his domineering interest in
the propriety of her behavior, they got along as well as
other young people. It was not until later years that
thelr allenations became more acute.

4fter completing public school the Hunter brother
and sister attended Blackburn College in Carlinville,
Hary leaving éfter the first year to go to the State
Normal School at Bloomington, where she could prepare to
become a teacher. Her experlences there were not happy,
and before the term was over she had to withdraw because
of a nervous breakdown. After spendingvthe sumner of
1335 with an uncle in Missouri she re-entered Blackburn
the next year with the solemn promise that 1f her mother
saw her through she wouldn't "throw it all away on sonme
&aag"lz

Secience was lHary Hunter's major in Blackburn. She
rejected Bnglish as a majJor on the ground that she could
study 1t by herself. Hevertheless, she was literary edi-
tor of her college journal and was elected class poet.
She had a manner of withdrawal which men were afraid of

and which put her at a disadvantage in the social life at

12
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ccllege. The boys thal she "went with" were ministerial
studentsy whom she would not have thought of marrying. Be-
sides, she had decided already that she wanted to teach,
preferably natural sclence, and then to write novels and
other books. Soon after her graduation in 1888, she, her
mother, and her brother George went to California to join
James Hunter, who had made a homestead claim there.

dn the trip to California the Hunters stopped for some
"visitlng" with relatives and friends in Denver, a town
which, except for its impressive back-drop, falled to
differ markedly from other 4merican cities that Mary Hunter
had seen., She was, however, happily absorbed by the vast
space and sllence of the Great Ameriecan Desert. What im-
pressed her most in 8San Franciseco was the colorful theater
crowd, the HMatinee Parade it was called, ahﬁ the theater
itself. 4t Los Angeles she was daunted by the wrack of the
lately "busted" boom, but somewhat comforted by the warn
traces of old Spanish settlement found there. It was during
the family's last six or seven days of the hundred-mile
Journey to the San Joaquin Valley, Mary Hunter on horseback
and the family in 2 wagon, that she was seized by the
feeling that there was something in this land that she
hadrf't read about in books -- "an evaslve Something, wist-

ful, cruel, ardent. . . insistent on being noticed, that
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fled from pursuit, and when you turned from it, leaped'sud-
denly and fastened on your vitals."l3

The Hunter homestead, aslong with five or six others,
was situated in a dry, barren region helow the thirty
thousand acres of Rancho El Tejon, and about thirty miles
from Bakersville. It turned out that they had made their
venture at the very worst time, the dryness of the years of
1888 to 1890 proving to be the peak of desolation for that
arid locality. By the time they had settled, Hary Hunter
suffered a complete collapse caused by the emotional stress
of breaking up a home, two years of exhausting college work,
and the distress of malnutrition in a new and strange land,
Rever being a person to become a martyr to unsatisfactory
conditions, she effected her own cure by an almost ex~
clusive diet of wild grapes, at which her family remarked,
"It was so like Mary to almost starve to death on a proper
Christian diet and go and get well on something grubbed out
of the woods,"

It was through the services of General Edward Fita-
gerald Deale, the owner of fejon Raneh, that Hary Huntepr
gained much information about the histery of California.

In addition to his personal reminiscences about his

13
Ibid., p. 187,
14

Ibid., p. 195.
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experiences with Kearney and the Mexican Governors of the
dast, his carrying to Washington the offieial evidence of
the discovery of gold in California, hls experiences as
the first Indian Commissioner, and his acqguaintances with
such people as Kit Carson and 01d Bill Skinner, he also
helped her secure government documents, old reports of
military explorations, agricultural reports, and geolog-
ical end botanieal surveys. It was also through his cour-
tesy that the Hunters moved in the summer of 1889 to Rose
Station, an old stage station on the Tejon HRanch property.
Though this was somewhat of an improvement éver the first
place they had lived, Susie Hunter felt a homesickness for
her old home in Illinoils. Her worries were increased by
the feeling of insecurity in this new life and the fact
that she had brought her daughter into a land where there
were none of her sort to marry. She had been quite dis=
tressed when Mary had turned down a proposal of a young
divinity student who had written that he could now af-
ford an engagement.

In the fall cf 1889 Hary Hunter was employed as
teacher at Mountain View Dairy, where she gave halr of her
time to teaching the Pyle children and the rest of her time
to traveling about the country-side in a cart to as many
private puplils as she had time for. Such trips were a

great help to her in getting to know the Hest, and during
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the next twe years she lsaid up much inforsation concerning
the intrleate interrelations of land,waler, crops, politics,
and personal 1ife in the ;reat vallsy. |

In the meantime, the Hunter Imzily had moved to a
amall ranch aboui three miles from Dakerslields. There her
mother had Joined the churceh and was participsting in the
smell town aclivitles. Hpre than ever the daughter was
lelt oul of the plans at ihe new place, boecsuse by this
tine she wss engaged Yo be marrled, or as hoer asiher put
it, "was golng oul of the fanily.”

During her engagement to Stalford Wellace sustin she
had been entirely Irenk sboutl her intention toward sz writing
ear@ér; she had not concesled the fact of her lack of pghys-

robusinessy =n& "she hued seid a1l thet o high-minded

;t-:h
2
}pﬁ
g
£

young wossn could say, and more than most ol then dared to
say on the subject of children and whet she hed hersell o
congribute in the way of iﬁh@yiﬁaﬁﬁag“1§ It is wlortunale
that he wos nol gs honest as she was in suweh matierse

A% the %time of thelr marriage, sy 18, 1891, Zr.bestin
was a vineyardist, hut during the Lfirst year of thelr mare
rlage ¥ra.hnstin discovered that he had no natural gualle

ficaetlons for that calling. 43 winler closed in thers was

15
Tbldes pe 220
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nothing to live on but the income Ifrom her private pupils,
so she insisted on his going to San Francisco, a place which
would offer a better advantage to her writing, and where he
might join his brother in an irrigation schene,

¥rs. dustin Joined her husband in San Francisco in the
spring of 1892. During the time that she was packing to
leave the home in Panama District she wrote two shert
storlss which she succeeded in getting published in the
Overland Monthly. Though she spent only itwo months in
3an Francisco, she met Ina Coolbrith, a poet who had been
associated with Breti Harte on the Qyverland. Now she felt
that she wzs golng to do more with her writing as she went
happily, "secure in the traditicnal preciousness of the
young wife and expectant mother," with her husband to his
new Jjob in Owens Valley.

It was at Lone Pine in the southern part of Owens
Valiey that the Austins were to live. Ir.austin was to
manage the construction of an irrigation ditch there, Hrs.
Auﬁtin’s business was to sit under the huge cloudy cotton-
woods that hung above Lone Fine Hotel and tske in the
"strange wlld beauty of the scene,” This was not to last
long, however, for one day when her husband disappeared
socn sfter breakfast, and lrs. Auétin was returning from
a walk, she found her trunk on the sldewalk and her room

closed. Before night, however, the resourceful irs.fustin
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had found a boarding house on the other edge of town where
she helped with the cooking to provide room and board for
the next few months. .

Hary Austin returned to her mother in Lseptember and
on October 30, 1892, Her daughtef Ruth was born. Vhile
she was there a new reslization broke around her. She
learned that everything relating to her marriage had been
done on a credit basls, and that there were debis going

back even farther than the time of their marriage., Her

gt

Tamlly was ready to take her back 1f she had chosen to put
herself entirely in their hends, but she veliaved that the
problem could be solved by application of intelligence.
Barly in the spring Wallace austin $ag electad to £i11

out one of the district schools in Inyo; and with that
assurance of food and shelter, dary Austin set out with
her baby in a market-basket to Join him in Inyo by rail
and stagecoach.

At George's Creek Hary Austin developed an interest
in the wandering floecks as they passed to and from the
summer pastures. 4t Lone Pine, where her husband taught
the next year, there was less opportunity for her to Keep

up her interest in sheepherding; but there she had an op=-

>

portunity of observing the ”capiﬁuhs,“ or head shepherds
when they stopped at Julien's supply store. She also had
an opportunitiy to lesrn something of the true "dexicans "

That year the Austins took a homestead between Owens Lake
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and the northern end of the Alabama hills.

Mrs. Austin visited her mother during the summers
when she was at Inyo, and she remenmbered some sirange ad-
ventures on those stage trips. Once a stranger halted the
stage in the night and asked if' there was coneone aboard
who could pray for a dying man. Irs. Austin, the only woman
passenger, clambered down in the dark, and, accompanied by '
two male passengers, went down the canyon wall to the camp
where she prayed for the nan,

On another occasion the stage driver became sick and
passed out. lirs. Adustin and the only other passgner, an
Inglish mining expert, managed to put him on the iront
seat of the coucli, The mining expert took care of the
baby while ¥rs. &ustin strapped herself to the boct and
drove the stage 1n to the next station.

It was about this time that lrs. Hunter realized the
unfortunate condlitlon of Hrs.Austin's child, and she con-
sidered it & Judgment sent upon her daugﬁter, She did not
live to {ind out the truth about the qhilﬁ's subnormality
as Mrs. Adustin did., Jrs.Adustin learned, too late, that it
was & tainted inheritance Irom her hushand's family --
recessive trailts on both sides of the house. Justifying
himgell for not telling her, he merely sald, "We never

16
talk of those things."

16
Ib;d. 3 p‘ 294.
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In the autumn of 1895 lirs.dustin took her daughter
and settled in Bishop, Cslifornia. There medical atten~
tlon could be easily accessible for the child and lrs.
Austin was offered a teaching position in an academy. Of
course, she was still trying to adjust herself to s mar-
riage which had failed in almost every particular from the
pattern to which her girlishk expectation bad been educated.
she suffered criticlsm from her family and her hushand's for
her "unwomanly" manner of seeking her own way of life. But
her husband not only had no business or profession; he ap-
peared to have no leading in any direction which could have
marked out a way of 1ife for him. He was successful in
teaching, but disliked it so much that he would make no
use of his success to improve his adventage. He passed
off any suggestion that she made with, "I'll get into some-
thing." 3By this time he had jJoined her in Hishop.

Jusle Hunter died in 1896. Although Mrs. Austin was
not with her mother at the time of her death, she described
an appearance that her mother made to her in a kind of
"vision" about the hour that she died. The fact that her
last words were "Take care of Mary“lgade her feel that
maybe, deep down, her mother understoed her. Or did she?

In the fall of 1897 Mrs. Austin returned to Lone Pine

to teach with her husband, By this time he was also County

17
Ibid., p. 271.



Superintendent of Schools, and with the combined ssalaries
they were able to get out ol the worst of thelr debts. This
adventure ended, however, in Mrs. Austin's overtaxing her

rhyslical capecity and having to go to the hospital. Another

unsettineg thing to her was lr. Austin's leaving his un-
£y d E)

£
-

S

nished term as County Superintendent in her hands and re-

b

glpning his teaching position to take up office as the
Registrar of the Degert Lasnd Office. This positlon he had
worked up secretly, and from HUrs.Austin's point of view
the change was no improvement over his present position.
The remuneration wes no more and it involved living in e
smaller town. Such instances as this make one think that
Mr., Austin may have felt toward the Irrigation Problem
much ss Hrs. Austin felt about her writing. r. 7.0,
Pearce described that feeling as follows:

Inyo and its interests held him in a grip like
that which held all the people in the stories of Lost
Borders. He was drugged and dominated by the situa-
tion there: prospects of wealth in the hills, in the
valley, and the powerful interests of the coast hold-
ing one, seizing the other. 18

After her trip to the hospital in San Francisco, where
she met William James, lrs.austin joined her husband in
Independence.It was there she was reprimanded by the

ladies for presenting her Chinese wash boy with a cake,and

18

T. M. Pearce, The Beloved House, pp. 54-89,
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was read out of the Fethodlst Church for teaching the Higher
Criticism to & Bible Cless of adults and forxerganizing a
community theater.

In the sumuer of 1899 Mrs. Austin went to Los Angeles
to make hersell a member of the writing group around Charles
Lummis. Before she had been there long she was teaching in
the Normal School, but Hr. Lummis did not take to her, or
she to him. There she met Dr. Frederick Webb Hodge, the
Indian specialist, who gave her some lasting advice on
wrlting about tribal affairs. 3he alsc net Kate ﬂouglas'
wiggin., Yhen her husband refused to join her there, she re-
turned to him. Soon afterward she placed Ruth in a private
ingtitution at 3anta Clara.

ofter settling back iyto Inyo Mrs. Austin pulls &

house there, at Independence, "the Lrown house unier the
, . ]

willow tree by the creek that canme éown from Kearsarge,“lg
She continued to meet the kind of -people she had wanted

to know--writers like Charles Howard 3hinn and Stewart
Edward “hite, Than shé met other people when she returned
to Los Angeles for lectures, It wes in Inyo that she
wrote The Land of Little Rain. After its completion she

revisited the Tejon Country and made a trip to Monterrey

19 .
Uary austin, zgrth Horiszon, p. 298.
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and San Francisco. This trip brought her attention to the

strange wild beach atl Carmel, where her assoclation with

oL

George Sterling, Jack London, and Jimany Hopper began. She

built & house there, whars she was to spend a great deal of

time writing, finishing Ig
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in Indian play.
Vrse bustin saild of Carmel;

luch that got into the press about Carmel had no more
fidelity to the fact than an item reported in a recent
visitors' book to the ¢ffect ihat my house at Carmel
had a cow's tall for a bell-pull. . . oThis reduction
of an authentic article of use and beauty to an ab-
surdity is symbolic of the major misapprehension of
America In general to the true inwsrdness of the ar-
tistiec 1ife. There were a good many ‘cows' tails'hung
upon the names that made Carmel-by-the-Sea an un-
forgettable experience,20

Other members of the colony were Ambrose Bierce, Harry Leon
Wilson and Charles Warren Stoddard.

KErs.Austin became 111 and the doctors géve her nine
months to live, Thinking that Italy would be a nice place

in which to dle, she decided to take a irip there. After

pin’

belng there a while, she found that she was recovering.
Erom Italy she went to France, and in the next spring she
went to London. There she visited the Herbert Hoovers and
nmet H. G,Wells, Joseph Conrad, Bernard Shaw, Hilaire

Belloc, and William Butler Yeats.

Un her return to New York, her play The Arrow Maker

zolbid., Pp. 301,



was produced at the New Theater, n the interim velore
vseﬁtling at Carmel again, Hrs.Austin lectured in San Diego,
where she met the lformer lary Patchen, a sweetheart of her
féther's before hls marriage. 3he told Urs.dustin of a
visit she had made to the Hunters before lary Austin's birth,
and showed her elippings that indicated her interest in
teorpe IDunter's daughter and which rnroved the devotion she
had always felt for him. Back at Carmel, krs. Austin wrote
another play.fire, which was produced by the group there.
For the next few yéars she alternated hér living be-
tween Carmel and Hew York, In Hew York she lived first on
Riverside, two or three years @t the Bational Arts Club,
and at Ho. 10 Barrow 3treet. HNow she was publishing one or
two books esch year.lfhe events of %Yorld War I and the
Feminist Hovement conposed the chiefl interesis of this period.
In 1918 her daughter dled, and in 1921 she returned to
England, where she was g guest of the FabiamvSociaty and a
lecturer in their summer session. She was back in New York
in 1922 and 1923. She made a visit to New texico, after

which she wrote fhe Land of Jouraevs' Zndins:

Her experlences in New lexico led her to choose Santa
¥Ye for her home. B8he lived there until her death in 1934,
Of this period of her life and of her accomplishments

there 1 shall have more to say in another chapter.



CHAPTFR II
NATURE

Mary Austin's adventures of the wild began when she
was a child playing in the vieinity of Rinsker's MHill. To
her all vlaces ware beautiful and interesting as long as
they were out of doors. It is not strange that her ear-
liest experience with God was so closely related to an ob-
jeet of nature--a walnut tree. The child Hathew's expepi-
ence in the delightful story "The Christmas Tree" in

¥R,

ihe Beskel Woman is evidently similar %to those she had as

a child., The thoughts broadened in her mind as in
Mathew's when he discovered that he might find “more in the
forest than he had ever thought to find, now that he knew
what to look for, since cverything speaks of God in its own
way and 1t is only a matter of understanding how."

| In her youth she read Thoreau and Burroughs, and she
always envied Charles Robertson, instructor in botany at
Blackburn, when she saw him setting out on g {leld trip
with an insect net and botany case or coming hone with hi

boots mired, smelling of meadowsweet. She wrmte of hin,

/

1
ary Austin, The Dasketl donan, pe 1044
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"It was a thin 11ttle trsil Charles Hobertson showed her,
broadening as it went, so that even yet her happigst relax-
ation from the world of human reality is to leave everything
alse gnd walk in it.“2

%hén she was about twelve years of age she becane
interested in s course in geology that was offered by the
Chautaugua Literary and Scientific Circle, and the first
ook that Hary Hunter ever bought for herself was Hugh

Hiller's 01d Hed Sandstong, a book on geology. She ful-

filled her youthful mania for collecting by making s
colleetion of fossil crincids.

From the first glimpse she had of the West when her
famlly moved to the San Joaquin galley, Hary Austin had

th the enviromment in order

pon

felt the need of being zlone w

to understand it. ‘hen, and ever afterward, "in the long

2

dry washes and along the edges of the chaparral,! she

‘elt a pang for an experientlal contact with this "beauty-
in-the-wild, longing to Bbe made human," Though other re-
sponsibliities kept her from piving herself up wholly to

the mystery she [elt there, she spent much of the next

fifteen years "peeking and prying" into 1t. In a letter

2
Mary Austin, Earth Horizon, p. 167.
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to heﬁ}publishars while she was awalting publication of

Ehgfggnd of Little Raln she wrote,
"y w «I have just looked. o o oWhen I was too sick to do
anything else I could 1le out under the sagebrush and
lock, and when I was able to get about I went to look
at olher things, and by and by I got to know when and

. “where loocking was most worth while. Then I zot so full
- of looking thag I had to get rid of some of it to make
“- room for mores”

of Little Rain, her Lirst

b

:/@ﬁe,result, of course, was The Land
book, a book that settled unquestionably Hary Austin's
qualifications as a writer.

The opening lines of_the book set the tmne and rhythm
‘that is charaeteristic of the whole book. rs.dustin said
that years later she discovered "the first paragraph strik-
inE without intention into the irregular tug and release of
the four howrse Mo jave stage and of the eightéen—mule borax
team."5

This statement aroused ny attention to;fhe extent that
I re-read that ﬁaragrayh and arranged it in poetic form in-
stead of the prose foru lrs. dvstin used. T an quoting
here that arrangement for thﬁ’first paragraph and the open-
ing sentences of the second paragraph.

Bast away from the Sierras,

south from Pananmint and Amargoss,
Fast and south

4Grant M. Overton, The Women iho Make Cur Novels,p.166.

-
) -
Hary Austin, The American Rbhythm, p. 15.



Hany an uncounted mile,
Is the countiry of Lost Borders.

Ute, Paiute, Mojave, and Shoshone

Inhabit its {rontiers,

and as far into the hesrt of 1t

ks men dare go0.

Hot the law

But the land 4

Sets the limit.

Rhythm there 1s here, I'11 admit; and I'm willing to accep?d
Hrs, 4Gustin's opinion as to its resembling that of the
Hojave stage.

From this beginning she proceeded to zive an iniimate
description of the desert--the hills and plains full of in-
tolerable sun glare, the dry lakes, the broad wastes open
to wind and sand, the hot sink of Death Valley, the land of
lost rivers--a land that once visited must be revisited
Inevitably. 5he considered the vegetation of the desert,
whose whole duty is toc I{lower and frult, a challenge to its
human offspring not "to try" but "to do." Defore the
reader finishes the {irst chapter he 1s caught up with the
charn of the land and is as reluctant to leave off reading

he rest of the book as the desert inhabitant is to leave

the desert, once he 1s csught under its spell.

%

Bhe was sure that her wanderings in the deserl were
worth while. She wrotes

For 8ll thie toll the desert takes of a man it
glves compensations, deep breaths, deep sleep, and

Z

Mary Austin, The Land of Little Lain, pDe. 3.
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the communication ol the stars. It comes upon one
wilh new force in the psuses o the night that the
Chaldeans were 2 deseri-bred people. It iz hard to
escare the zense of pastery as the stars move in the
wide clear hesvens to risings and seitings unobscured.
Yhey loock large and near and palpitanty as 1iI they
moved on gome slately service not needful to declure.
sneeling to thelr stations in the sky, they msks the
poor world-fret of no account. Of no aceount you who
lie ocutl there %atc*igh, ner the lean covote tuat v
stands off in the scrub from you and howls snd howls.’

Alopng the water treils of the Carrize she introduces

P

us to the snimel 1ife in the desert. The covote she calls

N

a Yirue water wilteh" snmuffing and pawing until he frees the

plind water Jrom ithe soll. Then you eateh the mood of the
trall as one by one she describes the snimalg that come for
water &t Lone Iree Spring--rabbity fox, bobeat, maverick
Jearlings, rats, chipmunks, burrowing owls, Ilsld nice,
quall, sparrows, road-runuers, hawks, and eagles. She de-
voles a chapter to the 3caveﬁgerﬂ of the desert, buzzerds,
TAvens, VLlwxffﬁyﬁﬂﬁ eoyoles, thal feecd on the emrriony and
she regrevs thset Hoture hes provided no scavenger ito eat

tin cans or take care of the other disfigurements that =an
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some of the best descriptions sre found in the chapter

14

on "The Streels of the Hounuslus.
‘e shape of a new mounlaln is roughly pyranidel,

runaing out into lonz sherk-Tinned ridres that inter-

fere amd aserge luto other thunder-~splintered sierras.
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You get the saw-tooth effect from a distance, but the
near~by grdnite bulk glitters with the terrible keen
polish of old gzlacial ages. 1 say zerrlble, so it
seams. ¥hen those glossy domes swim into the alpen-
glow, wet after rain, you concelve qgv long and im=-
perturbable are the purposes of God,.

Deseribing the grandeur of the ch40nb she wrotlas

Hothing else in the streets of the mountalns gives
such a sense of pageantry as the conifers; other tress,
there are any, are home dwellers, like the tender

fluttered, sisterhocd of quaking asp.-’

In discussging Hary austin's treatment of Hature in

Y

The Land of Little fain, D.%. Wynn sayss

That wild nature is redolent of the spirit of Godjy
that nature heslsy that nature has a wisdom of her
own; that minute ooservatlnn Gf nature leads re-
gquently to transcendental rapture--all these notes
of the natural-history essay Kary adustin eatches
and holds with a firm grasp. 4s a whole, Ihe land
of Little Haln shows power and Ofiflu&L‘uv v in its
Treverential passlon for wild nature. ind her
desert is more wild, if by wild is meant noin-human
or fOfDM’dth, than "Thoreau's woods or Mulr's
wOMnh‘xna. Hary dustin took Transcendentaiism to
the desert, showlng thereby more self-reliance than
Emerson hinselfl erﬁazs would have been willing to
undertake, 10

Hary &ustin's next book of natvre was The Flock,

which wes published in 1906. 1In the first chapter of the

e

ook she gives a brief history ol the ecoming of the flocks

to California. Two yvears of homesteading on the borders of

dancho El Tejon and fifteen nore years in Inyo had made

¢

.

Ibid., p. 186,

Q
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Dudley Taylor ¥Wynn, 4 Critical Study of the lritings
of lary Hnter Austin (1348-15343, p. 5.
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her know the region--*its moods and the calendar of its
11

shrubs and skles.® There was never an occaslon lacking

for her to know sheep. The bells Jangling in the pines,

flocks blethering in the meadows, and riots of shearings

were commonplace to her.

In the second chapter of the book,callec "The sun in

./ .
Aires% there is a good description of lambing and the ways
ol lambs and ewes. To quote Mr, H. C.Tracy,

There is more pure authentiec science of behavior
in it than you will find 1in many pages of heavier read-
ing, There is in this, as in every other chapter, true
natural history of the sheep, good natural history of
the herder, and & naturism of the human observer that
1iftes it out of the dull category of information.la
There is a realism that does not break our mood.

The chapter on "A Shearing® is typical of the shearings
to pe seen in those early days of California if one could
follow the wool wagon and its shearing crews from town to
town. The crew and the camp, where tne herders compared
thelr experiences, the shearing proper, the "baile" and the
parting of the flocks are described; that 1s, the romance

part of these activities 1s given. For the technical and

business part of the shearing, Mrs.Austin commended the

1l
Hary Austin, The Flock, p. 12.

12
Henry Chester Tracy, Americsn Naturists, pe. 245.
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reader to Little Pete, one of the shepherds, whom she de=-
gseribed alonz with several others in the next chapter.

On the "Long Trail" the hills presented themselves
with white wonder as the shepherds turned south for lamb-
ings or sovght the summer pasiures., Bult 1t is a spectacle
that mékes one shudder when she describes the flock moving
hopelﬁssly northward during a dry year in a land that would
not ﬁestroy its flocks, but would merely neglect them.

f Passing on to the meadows of the open range which were
tqﬁ%e reached by arduous climbing, she pictuﬁed the true
‘hemuty of the scene found there.

Here I heard at interwvals the flute, sweet single

notes as 1f the lueid alir had dripped In sound. Awhile
I heard it, and between, the slumbercus roll of bells
of the pines like falling water and water falling like
the windy tones of pines; then the warble of the [flute
out of the flock murmur as I came over the back of the
slip where it gollawed to let in & little meadow fresh
aﬂd'flowered.l

There 1s a chapter on the psychology of the flock, the

#flock-mind " Mary Austin called it. Another related the part
played by the dogs, which she called "the Go-Betweens.," In
addition to the personal strife between the herdsmen in the
great game for the Iree pastures, the sheepherder had other

troubles in the form of the "Liers-in-wait"-~the coyote,

13

Hary Austin, The Flock, p. 106.
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bobecat, and cougar--to say nothing of his troubles with
the forest rangers on the government reserves.

In this book Mary Austin has preserved the leisursly
ways and the piecturesqueness of California before the clang
of machinery overlsid it; and she wrote of it with love,
humor, and knowledge. Ohe incorporated her pleasant as-
soclation of the flocks in her poem,"W§hen I Am Dead.”

Fhen I am deadld
- % % e 8 e e ® =+ s P 8 &6 6 O © 85 6 _° " B e © »
I shall take a high road where the flock scent lingers
- In the browsed sage and the blue, bush-~lupin fingers,
I shall find s by=road by the foot changes
7411 I come where the herders' fires
‘Blossom in the dusk of the grape-colorsd ranges.
And I shall sit by the bedding fires
Wlth the little, long armed men,
Elehevarray and Little Pete and Harcisse Jullenne--
For what ean cone when sense decays
They being even as I, and all of us being dead~~
And the dull flesh fgils,
But that man 1s one with his thought gt last
And the Wish prevalls?® -
30 it shall be when Balzar the Basque
And the three Hanxmen |
And Pete Giraud and'%y\hayp{ zhost
Walk with the flocks again.l4

g %
;ands of the Sun ig another book of California before
the days when it was pré@emﬁ@&d and overrun by what 1is
“probably the most 1mpaﬁﬂh£ society that has yet got it-

o

self into any quarter %fﬁtﬁe United States.“ljﬁary Austin

14 o ‘ ‘
, Mary Austin, "When I am Dead," New Hexico Quarterly
Vol. IV (August, 1934), p34-235. ’
15 ;’/‘/ | :’:_
Hary Austin, Laadg of the 8Sun, p. viii.




admitted that she was too sasily persuaded té write about
life out of doors, when a London publishing company re-
gquasted her to write the text for a collection of water
color paintings of California in 1914, under the title
Californias Lands of ihe §g§.1§ In the second edition,
which appeared in 1927 as lLands of the Sun, she did not
pretend to know any more about the land than she had known
when the first edition came out, but she felt that she knew
more than anyone else did.

The title comes from a Spanish proverb, "The lands
of the sun expand the soul;" and Hrs. &ustin has compe-
tently rendered thet sense of spiritual dilation that came
to those who were Tortunate enough to be exposed to 1t in
those early days. The reader is enraptured’by the descrip-
tions of the land that the Spanish "fréiles” found to be
the witness of thelr faith--"the wax~berry bush from which
they were to gather the thin coating of the berries into
candles for thelr improvised altars. . . the glutinous-
leaved herb of the Saints, given tc them fef.healing. . »
and the yucca, celled ’The Candles of Qur Lo?d.'"l7

It was in those remote districts, back where the yucca

lﬁxbig., Da Ve
17 |
‘ Ib;da, pp' 17""'18.
!
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bepan, that 1ife went on very much as it did in the days
of the Spanish.
The doves begin it, voleing the mesa dawn 1ln notes

of a cool blueness, then the sleck and stately quail
.moving down in twittering droves to the Infrequent
.water holes., The rhythm of a flock in motion is like
a gzreal snake. After them the road-runner, 'corredor
del camino,' the cock of the chaparral, crest down,
rudder aslant, swifter than a horse, incarnate spirit
of the hapafui dust through which he flirts and flits.
Then the blueness is folded up, it lies packed in the
canons, the mountains flatten. High in his airy
haunts the Sparrow Hawk saills, and t?g furry, frisk-
tailed folk begin the day's affairs.

Her descriptions of the "Hothering Hountsins'" make
you understand how sometimes the mountain speaks directly
te the soul--a Fower, inmanent and inescapable. Some of
her best nature writing is found in the deseriptions of .
the Sierra Madre Hountains, which reach out in motherly
fashion to save the south from desertness, and deny men
the one instrument, 3ain,5b§ which the desert could bpe
nastered.

“The High Sierras,” "The Sagebrush Country," and the
~ "Coaszts of Adventure." are distinetly picture&.

The romantic "Port of Monterrey" and thé picturesgue
"C0ld Bpanish Gardens® are reminders of the periocd of
3panish gecupation.

A detailed pleture of the tulares, the haunts of

18
Ibid., p. 13.
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water~-birds, Is given, Tulares means "“place of the tules."
The following example shows the fine detail that Mrs,
Austin uses.
The tule is a round, leafless reed. It springs
up along the tidelands or in the stagnant bhackwater
of the rlvers or by any least dribble of a3 desert
spring. Ko condition daunts 1t but absolute dearth
of waterj far called, it travels on the wind over
mountain ranges, over great wastes of waterless plain,
to find the one absolute condition, a pool--white- 19
rimmed with alkall or poisonocus green with arsenic.
iirs. Adustin could see the advantage of studying the
mountains from the air, but the proper vehicle wasn't
avallable for use in her day. 3Sueh a study might have been
satisfying to her, but nothing could have laproved on the ob=
servations she made on her personal trips into the " High
Slerras." In her descriptions of them she brought out
those aspects of line, mass, color, and intricate lovely
detail of sirange reactions which produce uan & person who
ioaks at them an Incitement to activity and,é7revealing of
spiritual capacities which we recognize as the thing to be
expected of mountains. The reader feels the effect of the
"iligh Sierras," not only as the protector of lands and water,
but as the source of that high confidence in his destiny
and the purposeful friendliness of the Powers.
dnother of her nature books was The Trail Book. MNrs.
Austin meant for that book to be a book of prehistoric

19
Irid., p. 139.
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trail stories, each one;illustrating one of the pre-
'Celumbian cultures.go Vit is classed as "juyenile“ but Mr.
Tracy suggests that oniy a gifted child or é precocious
one could catch the inner drift of ft, |
There is an elemental force ﬁere that goes deeper

than folk tale form and myth construction. The anclent

world is felt, the primitive world of man and mammoth

« « « « The grip of the old lost life" 13 upon 1t«2l
As llterature he ranks it with Kipling's ggg;e Books. -

‘Mr.Wynn thinks that 1t is "too faneiful xor(geeﬁ
nature writlng, too earnestly moralistic for good cnildren‘s
ﬂsteri@s, and too much burdened with some Of‘mfa. ﬁustln 8
dimly emerglng theories of usychology and AV icisge“

“he animals and wax figures of a museuﬂ'come éliva
»for Oliver and Dorcas Jane, whose father runq the bmzlers

Or a great museum. A mastadon tells how a boy of nre~

glacial times made friends with him and ohlougn his help
triumphed over his enemy and gained the chieftalnshlp lafg
vacant by his father, whom the mastedon'ha§ ki11ed. ﬁhere »
are okher narratives told by a coyote, a pumé, a “roaﬁ~
runner,” a éandor, an Indian woman, and oth@fvanimalg and
personss. .

- 20

Mary dustin, Harth Horigon, p. 316.
21 |
HuoCu Tracy, Q0w CLt., P 247 «

22 _
Do T. Wynn, op. g¢it., p. 16.



In preparation for the writlng of The Irail Book Mrse
Austin spent a great deal of time talking with the staff
of the American Huseum of Natural Hisﬁary. They let her
2o into the museum at night and take things out of the
cases and wear them and told her thinzs about them.23 #hen
the book was publlshed, however, her publiﬁhérs failed to
understand it., A reader of these fanciful stories might do
well to assume the attitude of Mona in Qutland, who could
"believe six impossible things before breakfast" if it
suited her, and who could "understand the difference between

. . 24
a literary belief and a working certainty.®

s
i

For The Lgnd of Journeys' Bnding, Hrs. Austin shifted
the scene from the far West to the region betwean the Rio
Colérado and the Rio Grande. In this book, asg in her others,
she shows immediately ﬁhat strong feeling for the land 1t-
self, a feeling that had become an obsession with her. The
" historical events of the entry of Diego de aleardz in 1536,
his meeting with the party of Cabeza de Vaca, the later ex-
pedition of Coronado in search of the seven cities of Cibola,
the arrival of Fray Marcos de Niza in the wilderness of

Arizona, and the coming of Ofate in 1595 are all pilectured;

23
lary Austin, Barth Horizon, p. 331.

24
Hary Austin, Qutland, p. 176.
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but/the spirit of the land is of more importance and of
/ . .
nmore lasting quality than those events. 8he wrotle,

« » « ‘here was nothing that betrayed its crop capacity
to the untutored sense of the Amerind savage zand the
unlettered American pioneer. Both of these married

the land because they loved it, and afterward made it
bear. If more lines of natural development converged
here, between the bracketing rivers, more streams of
“human energy came to rest than anywhere else within
what 1s now the United States, it was because men felt
here the nameless content of %h@ creatiyg spirit in

the presence of its proper instrument. g

UWind's Trail I anm Seekin” is the poetic title of
the second chapter, so naumed beeause the location of the
forests of New Mexico and Arizona is a matter of force and
of prevailing winds. The vastness of the reglon is shown
in the following paragrarh. ' 5
Both the grass and the trees run with the wind in
patterns that on & Buropean map would measure states
and empires, reduced by the whole scale of the country
to intimacy. Once you have accepted the scale, it is
as easy to be familiar with a grass-plot the size of
Rhode Island or a plantation of yellow pincs half as ,,
ENE 2 P p RS . . - &
blg a#s Belgium, as with the posy-plots of your garden.
You are made to feel the winds, rain, clouds, mists,
and alr rivers. She makes a tree strike freshly on your
observation; and though you are a stranger 1in the Vege-~

tating world, she helps 1ift you to a "profounder level

25
Wary Austin, Ihe Land of Journeys' Ending, p. 9.

26
Ibld.y pe 35.
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of POﬁSCibuSne$a which uncloses and admits you to sentience
’1

of the mﬂuntlng sap." 27 Before long you are“imaWining with

her that vou sense some of the manward yeafnlnps of the

. .7

vegetations

i Zven I, saying that the best baws are nade of
3uﬂ1y@r woodﬁ when, In fact, belore there could be a
/bent stiek Irom wnzch a Deznted otiﬂk could be launched,

;’abara was the idea of the bow arching in the bough of

/- the Juniger, making itself known to man by springy

~ branches, being drawn down and f;yin& chL, ¢ tapulte-
ing light weights- bending, not breaking. By even more
subtle ways of eatehilng his attention, of which, after
long uninterrupted hours with it, I have a hint, the
Juniper got itself made into bows. By such direct dark
paths, lost and or 1ly occaslonally recovered, the wild
grass and the tree on the mountgén yearned toward and
nade themselves evident in man. :

Poszibly the most unique device of style used in the
book 1s that of using Indian "terss” and Yphrases" for

setling the mood, thus making the reader see the land, as

'ﬁrs;ﬂustin did, from the Indian’'s approach, She belleved

that these native phrase-makers were more apt in thelr ex-
presslons than shej and they ere most effective, I ssree.
In his discusslon of The Land of Journevs'Ending, ¥r.

fooei e Sl

ey says,

%, « « «the book 1ifts itself above other contemporary

writing, goes balow current and accustomed insightsy
- carves out and grips a néw segment of the nature ex-
@pﬂr¢ence. It is & new wholeness. See how it stands
&Pﬁrt»

-
0 Ibid., p. 48,

o
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+ « +not aesthetic man, merely, appraising a world from
whlch he has become detached and against which he stands
opposed as critle;

«_« onot induetive mind, with scientific procedures, ex-
plaining and exploring things that must presently be
exploited;

« « «00t emotional man, s poet, seeking in plcture-
patterns a literate enjoyment.

Something of all these, perhaps, but with another
will, another center. It is the will for, or to,
ldentification. OUneness. The self 1s to be made one
with a profounder world. The sick consclous self is to
be drawn both down and up into a valid unconselious one.
There is health there, Han is felt ss man-in-nature;
no longer an ailing off-ghoot, a detached product of
greed and intellection,

Comnmenting on the above guotation, Dudley T. Wynn
called lr. Tracy a “"world-weary mystle, sick, almost to a
fury, of ecivilization and fancylng that an experience of
nature can cure him." He believed that Hr,Tracy “out-
Austing Ers.&ustin."BO

dr. Tracy may have been over-enthusiastie in his es-
timate of Mrs. Austin, but he is right about the quality
of "oneness;" and we have to look no farther than the next
chapter to find evidence of that. "The Days of Our an-
clents" gives the Zuni's idea of Man's climb upward from
the Hist—anccmpassed&Place, world by world, to the Middle
Place. The Pit-House period and the Small-House period,

whieh in archeologists' books form dull reading, are made

29
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clear as you begin to see the relation between the experience
of the past ad the present. The following paragraph 1s typle
cal of thé wey thils relation is shown, and it also gives lrs.
Austin's 1dea of man at one with nature.

whether or nol the small house period began with
corn, its economic and social and religlous life re-
volved around it for any people that lives by corn be-
comes bond~servant of all its ways. Corn is a town~
builder, a maker of policiles, mother of inventiong. . « .«
There 1s something inexpressibly stirring thus to
happen, where all around is silence and the sun, on
plants that have come down this long way with man, as
thiough they gave off something of man's personali%y,
absorbed through centuries of asspiration with him, up
from the grass. The soul of the corn passes into the
soul of the observer; the insistent beat of congeious-~
ness soothes to s murmur, faint as the wind in the
corn, of godhead in man, to which the small-house people,
giving ear, were moved iike the corn in the wind. It
is only in such passages that one reslizes that the
chara of &merind life, for the modern American, is the
absence of those strains and resistances that stiffen
us against the wind forever blowigi from some quarter
of the universe across our souls.-

There is much iﬁ this chapter to depilet the enchant-
ment of mystery perveding this land of Your ancilentsg.!
Cne is tempted to keep quoting selections like the one that
follows:

Such magle is throwncabout this period, by the wild
splendor of the many-colored cvlifirts from which squared
tops and ruined towers of the eliff villages peer down,
that it is difficult to write it into any scheme of
tribal eveolution. EHagles mewing about the perilous
footholde, greal trees rooting where once the slender
ladders clung! You walk in one of the winding ecanons
of southern Utah or Colorado, threaded by a bright
stream, half smothered in choke-cherry and cotton-wood,

31
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and suddenly, high and inaccessible in the caﬁBn wall
the sun picks out the little windows in the walls amié
the smoke-blue shadows, and you brush your eyes once or
twice to make sure you do not see half-naked men, deer-
and antelope-laden, climbing up the banded ¢liffs, and
sleel=nhaired women, bright with such colors as they knew
how to wring out of herbs and berries, popping in and out
of the T-shaped openings like parakee%s.

Clear October afternoonsy when the fleets of aspen,
gold at the bottoms of the canons, sat sail for the
rulned balconles, and the gobble of the wild turkey
sounds between the driving gusts, how can you be sure
it does not come from the penned space behind the
broken walls, how distinguish between the beat of your
horse's hoofs and the *plump-plump! of the mealing-
stone, 95 the roll of the medicine drums from the
kivas?

In the chapter on the "Cactus Country," Mary Austin
describes all varieties of cacti found in the Bouthwest.
Starting with the prickly pear, the gypsy of the tribe, she
describes them all up to the sahuaro, the giant cactus.

There 1s a singular charm of the sashuaro forest,
a charm of elegance, as the wind, moving like royalty
across the well-spaced Intervales, receives the cour-
tesles of ironwood and ocotilla and palo-verde. It
begins with the upright next-of-blood, with a stately
rocking of the tall pillars on their roots, and a
soft 'ss-ss-gss' of the wing along thelr spiny ridges.
Suddenly the bright blossom-tips of the oecotilla take
flight like flocks of scarlet birds, as the long
wands bow and recover in the movement of the wingd
and after an appreciable interval the thin-~leaved
ironwood rustles and wrestles with i1t, loth to let it
g0y, until it drops with almost a sullen note to the
stiff whisper of the palo~-verde, while the creosote
fairly casts its forehead to the ground.

3
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"Papagueria" 1s a chapter on the land of the Papagos,
a people that belileves it owed "something ol its preserva-~
tion to its situation beside the five black hills on the
top of which they made thelr own shrines," This country
is located 1n Arizona, and every ysar the gathering of the
sauhuaro 1s an occasion for ceremony,., lirs. Austin a2lso has
a poem "In Papagueria,” in which she speaks of the country
longingly,

vWould that I were there now,

Gathering crimson sahuaro fruit

Por the syrup making,

Drinking sahuaro wiqe with the old men,
Prayer feathers fluttering.

Would I hmight hear again ;
The night~51nging mocking bird 34
Climbing up and down his “ladder of sound.

"Pagsc Por Aqui® is an account of the Indians, Spanish,
and white men who have passed by Inseription Rock, located
near the Zufil Pueblo in New Mexiceo. She thinks that even
as the Spanish inscriptlons on the Roeck show more plainly
than the more modern print-cut names, that the quality
the conguistadores wrote on the land will outlast the pat-
tern stamped over 1t since 1848,

It is advisable to read "Down the Rio Grande” with

a map at hand. After reading this chapter it is impossible

34
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ever to travel in that section of New Mexico without ex-
periencing a "different" feellng. There is a fine blending
of the =vents of its romantic past with its present
splendor and beauty.

"The Sacred Hountains" she describes from the viewpolnt
of the Indian. To the Havajo, the Hountain is God. Their
young men‘sing toward the source of their strength, which
they call Reared-within-the-lountain.

.« » » Han felt God in the earth; lirted Him by the

power of the up~thrust to a ﬁea% in the zenith, with
the earth his altar; lifted Him to the vault above

the Cherubim, where He still tarried for us long after

the Tews glimpsed Him as Opa, the Universe Han, the
sum of everything that is. Here from the 8ky of the
Jorld, where we lost Him, we lap back on the trail of
the Navajo %nd know Eim again as the sacred power of
mountains,.

In the "Hio Coleorade" she traces the mighty river asnd
its tributaries and describes the region through which 1t
flows. B8he describes the Grand CaDon with precise and
imaginative terms proportlonate to ils grandeur.

She closes the bock with a prophecy that a new race
will arise to establish a culture in the Southwest.

For new races are not made new out of the dust as
the [irst man was. They are made out of old races by
reactions to new environment. HRace 1s the pattern of
established adjustments between the within and the with-

ont of man. Where two or three raclal strains are run
together, as co~operative mdventurers in the new scane,

35
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or as conqueror grafting himself upon an earlier arrival,
the land is the determining factor in the new aesign. By

land, I mean all those things common to a given region,
such as have been lightly or deeply touched upon in
this book: the {low of pravailing winds, the succession
of vegetal cover, the legend of ancient lifej; and the
scene, above everything the magnificently shaped and
colored scene. Operating subtly below all other types
of adjustive experience, these are the things most guiek-
1y and surely passed from generation to generation,
1drked in the face of all the deunting or neglectful
uhinrs a land can do to its human iﬂhaﬂitﬂﬂtn by thgg
purr of lpward content, the index of race heg nninge
It i& not to be understood that the books I have dig-
cugsed contain all of Mrs,Austin's writings of nature, The
land forms the background for all her folk-stories and
short stories; and her novels of the Southwest are all
flavored with descriptions of the landscape and the en-
vironment in wnich her settings are lald. In fact, Qutland
might well be called a nature novel., Hrs. Austin deseribes
it as "a romantiec story of outdoors; a story of romantic
Outlanders and Far~folk, struggle and treasure."37 liona, an
English teacher turned writer, and her friend, Herman, a
scciologist teacher, become captives of the Outlierss; but
they‘ccme away from the land with the begt that the Jutliers
have to olffer--az new outlook on 1life brought about by their
experience with nature and by thelr contact with people

who had learned the secret of living with nature.

36§bid., De 438,

37Rary Austin, Gerth Horlgon, p. 332.
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santa Lucia has for 1ts setting one of the communities

described in Lands of the Sun. Isidro has its setting in

the country of the Wission Fathers. In The Ford are found
descriptions reminiscent of Krs.Austin's life at Inyo. In

her last novel, Starry &dventure, she portrays Gard Sitwell

as having the feeling that there was a relation between him-
gelf and the landscape. One of the most fascinating parts
of the book deals with nhig encounters with,ail the elemsnts/
which 20 to make up his natural environment. Nowhere can be
found more beautiful descriptions of the New Wemico scene.

Once 1t came when they were just walking, without
looking for anythingz in particular, on the loma between
Las loras and the ciéhaga. It was April and the aspens
had come out at the top in green flames, Far down, the
creek border was fleecy white with the wild plums, There
were lilac-blue penstemons blooming in the sandy places
between the rabbit brush and the young pifdnes. Painted

;. eup flowered in dips and hollows of the lomay it was as
. 1if sca~let color detached 1tself and floated close to
the ground. And between the penstemon and the painted
cup, a klass bottle had been broken and lay in glitter-
ing fragments on the winking sand. It was clear like
water, and yet faintly lilac-blue like the air that
thickened 1n the middle sky. It was the color of the
penstemons that sprang between the brignht shattered
edpges of the zlass. And suddenly the Something ceme. It
was in him and in the broken bottle shards and in the
blue penstemagxflowar; there was one thing together be-
cause of it, o3

1 have already quoted lines from two of Hrs,austin's

- poems. In The Children Sing in the far West there are many

other poems of nature. On occaslons when she read her

38
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poetry publicly she olten chose to read "Prayers to the

Outdoor Saints," Sgnta Doucelina, 8an Isidro, Our Lady of
39

Guadalupe, and Ban Francisco. "At Carmel" is an example

of poems typical of those found in this book,.

There are people go to Carmel

To see the blue bay pass

Through green wave to white foan

Like snow on new grass,

But T go to hear the auklets erying

Like dark glass on rlass.

I zo to hear the herons talk

The way that herons have, half asleep,

As ‘hey coie in past Carmel bar

with a slow wing sleep;

To hesr the wood teams Jjingling up from 3ur,

and the contented blether of the Mission sheep.

Hary Austin has enlarged the tradition of the
"american Naturists," Henry Swmith said that "she has in-
creased the scale of nature-writing to the mezsure of the
continent; she has taken the unisonal melody of a Luir
41

and scored it for full orchestra.”

~ Mary Austin and John Muir ran into difficultics that

other naturists didn't have. They undertook to establish

39
T. M, Pearce, "Mary Austin, 1868-1934," The New
dexico guarterly, Vol. IV (August, 1934), p. 233.
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a tradition of literary description of their "heloved
lands.”™ Of this dlfficulty irs. Austin wrote:

The plants, the bhirds, and animals had few of
them any common names 8o that if the writers wished
to speak of what they saw, they had to master the
natural scilences of botany, zoology, geology, and
topography, at least so far as the land was cone-
cerned. The land was imperfectly mapped. The very
names which were avallable for description, such as
'barancas,' 'bajadas,' 'cumbres,' and 'sierras', were
un~-inglish or had no ¥nglish equivalents. .+ . . I in-
sist that John Mulr and I have established a literary
tradition for dealing with the American scene op the
Western scale that will not soon be discarded.¥2

The certainty that lrs.Austin shows in that last
statement is characteristic of the attitude she was to
have about life as a whole. What she called her "in-
knowing" had made her certain that life "taken by and
large" is good, and man can have confidence in the uni-

Verse.

42
Uary Austin, "Beyond the Hudson," The Saturday Re-
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CHAPTER III
INTERGST IN PEOPLE

Though Mary Austin was often misunderstood by others,
she had a genuine interest in people. §he had a quick ine
sight into the character of people. Her annoying habit of
saying things about visitors when she wag & child had made
her mother remark, "I think the child is possessed.®

lrs. Keplinger, a neighbor in Carlinville, said, “She
was always an oddity. She had two great braids of hailr on
top of her head and used to wander around the yard staring
at everything." 8he had Wanted to see down into Mary Austin,
but never cauld.2 Another neighboer of hers in Carlinville
declared that she was the most disagreesble woman she had
ever Known.

Hary Austin liked the people iIn Carlinville, bhut she
didn't feel as 1f any of her contacts there could be called
literary. Though the homesteading neighbors were not the
. sort tﬁat she had been accustomed to, she considered them

Yeompanionable, wholesome young people, immensely worth

l -
Hary Austin, Barth Horizon, p. 4%5.

T. M. Pearce, The Beloved House, p. 78.
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4
knowing," And the interest that she had in people and in
life about her increased as she grew older. In Experiences
Faclng Death she wrotes
But it is permissible to say that I like my friends,
my work, and my house here on the loma; and the thought
hat I should never again see the wild plum blossoms
storm the banks of Pena Blanca, never hear the drums of
Feres calling up the IHe-rain with its wing hollows
filled with evening blueness, snote me with an Insup-
portable pang. I feel guite certain that, had I been
forced to abandon this pregent level of conscilousness
al that moment, I should have hsunted, not my house,
but the familiar scene--morning headlands, the three
#ind Rivers and the winding trailsy I should have come
back to tge sound of the drums and the smell of the
orchards.
lany of Mrs.austin's oddities can be traced to pre-
occupation with her work as was the case in the story that
Mr+ To.Ms Pearce tells gbout Hrs. &ustin and lirs. Ina Sizer
Cassidy, Mrs. Cassidy had entertained Wrs. austin at dinner
in & New York hotel, and irs.iustin invited her to tea the
next afternoon. On meeting Hrs,Cassidy in the hotel cor-
ridor the next morning, drs.fustin did not Speaiky but in
the afternocon she again asked her to tea. ‘hen Mrs. Cassidy
reproached her for her actions she said, "You must not take
offense ir I do it again, 1In the morning my thoughts shape
themselves about whatever work I have at hend., I cannot make

mysell aware of anythlngz else or the continuity of my thought

=
2
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D

:nces I'acing Death, pp. 22-23.




49

is lost." GShe explained that she never spoke Lo anyone be-
{fore féar o‘clock.’

Her friends léarned to overlook her oddities., William
Allen White wrote of her in his autoblography saving that
he and his wife léved her and took her into their hearts.
She was a familiar guest in their house for forty years. He
had met Mrs.Austin at the National Arts Club in Kew York,
‘here they often ate together. He was eonvinced that she
had & tough-fibered brain. He declared her to be "vainer
than a wilderness of gargantuan peacocks, a strong, over-
bearing woman." He remembered the gaudy shawls she wors
and the "God-awful hats that made: her look like a battle=
ship."

lir.White might well have mentioned the high tortoise
snell comb, a Spanish "peineta," that she wore when she
didn't wear a hat. ©She probably wore the comb for effect
to gain attention, or as a kind of fetish, such as she de-
seribes in DEverymen's Genius--"zn object which hy assocla-
tion with the desired reaction, operates suggestively."8
In Mrs. Austin's case the "pelneta" was symbolic of her in-

terest in Pueblo culture and Spanish arts.

T, M. Pearce, gp. cit., p. 201,
; 7William Allen White, The Autobiogravhy of Willilem Allen
White, pe 370.

lMary Austin, Everymen's Genius, p. 213.
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On the whole, Wr. Yhite found Mrs.Austin a most inter-
esting, stimulating, and lovable person., He sald that he
and his wife always lelt her presence feeling that theilr
minds and hearis had been kindled with new energy.

The feeling that ldr, White had is similar to what Carl
Van Doren experienced on hearing her speak. He admitted
that some hearers were allenated by her forthright candor,
mistaking it for egotism. Others disliked the boldness
with which she drew genéral conclusions from her store
of technical knowledge. Some resented her irony, which
was almost her only form of humor. But those were only
ocutward qualities of hers. He said that the hearer who dis-
regarded those qualities found himself listening to words
which had the"duthorlty of something curiously first hand."
Le said, "She speaks as i1f she had just come back from the
desert with fresh truth. But the desert {rom which she has
come is not California; it is the clear country of the
mind."9 She was a commanding person, and her friends
respected her authority. At her last publie appearance,
five days before her death, she was introduced as "for years

the boss of the crowd."

G

“Carl Van Doren, "The American Rhythm: lary Austin, Dis-
coverer and Prophet,” Century Macazineg, Vol. CVII (November,
1923), p.l54.

lOT. M. Pearce, "Mary Austin,1868-1934,"Hew iiexico
guarteriy, Vol. IV ZAugust, 1934), p.233.
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I >mentioned, in Chapter I, a number of lkrs. Austin's
literary acquaintances. Of course, there were many
others. She gave as one of her reasons for returning to
Santa Fe to make her home the fact that people of first
rank of creative and intellectual achievement gathered
there or visited there for longer or shorter durations.
3he mentioned such persons as i. Ve Kidder, Sylvanus Hor-
ley, John Galsworthy, Cerl Sandburg, Willa Cather, Witter
Bynner, John 3loan, Dr. Robert Hilliken, Paul Kellogg,
and 3inclair Lewis.ll A list of her acqualintances would
include the names of prominent geologists, anthropologists,
writers, publishers, artists, religious leaders, feminist
leaders, psychologists, and educators.

It is easy to recognize in lirs. ﬁustin?s novels and
plays characters who are counterparts of Hrs. Austin as
Hon

to personality and temperement. In 4 n of Genius, the

nost "real" character is her heroine, 0livia Latiimore.
Her struggleé, as I have already nentioned, were coumpar-
able to those in Hrs. 4ustin's own life. 48 we follow the
girl through marfiage, the birth of a son, his death in
infaney, her struggle with her husband because of her gift

for the stage, the breach between them, his death, and her

11
iary Austin, "ihy I Live in 3anta Fe," Golden Boo
Vol. XVI (October, 1932, p. 306. ’ ’
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struggles for suecess in Chicago, we find many similarities
to the frustrations and obstacles that lrs. 4ustin met on
her own road to suecess. ©Olivia's life was an open revolt
against the beliefs of the people of Taylorville, to whonm
it had never occurred that a woman might have "any preferred
employment besides cushioning life for the msles of her
family." On the other hand, her girlhood friend, Pauline,
grew up to be an exampie of their idea of the perfect wife,
letting her husband run her life, even to the extent of
telling her what she should read. 0Olivia's final struggle
between her love ror Helmeth Garreti and her WglftW——a
struggle in which she gave up Helmeth for the "possession"
thet she had worked go hard to achieve--might well be
compared with some of the sacrifices other women who
pioneered for “women's rights" had to make. Though in the
end she resorted to the saving commonness of everyday life,
she had lived up to her definition of genius: that "it is

a re-kneading of the bread of 1ife until it nourishes us
toward greater achievement."lg

In The Arrow iaker Wrs. dustin's best known plav, the
e = ] & ¥

Chisera, or medicine woman, was the main charzeter. She had
fallen in love with Simwa, the arrow makerj and through her

power, he had become War Leader of the tribe. A&fter he

2
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married the chief's daughter, the Chisera withdrew her sup-
port and the Arrow iHaker's leadership falled. The Chisera
Jost her gift, and tragedy came to the tribe. She tried to
regain it by appealing to the Friend of the Seul of lan
through singing and dencing. Simwa knew that the return of
her power would mean his destruction, so he killed her with
the charmed arrow she had given him. It was the old thenme
to wﬁich.ﬁrs~ Austin had glven a great deal of thought--the
conilict In a woman between a special endowment, which sets
her apart from her kind,and the customary life of child
bearing.

We hear the Chisera singing,

Come, O my power

Indwelling spiriif

Crildress, unmated.l3
N .

When the chlef asked 1f she was not respected above all
women of the campody, she answered, "Ah--respect!'What have
I to do with respect? &m I not as other women that man
should desire me?™

He told her that she was honored, and asked what more
she would have. Her answer to that question‘ﬁas, “"The dole
of ﬁomen. Love and sorrow and housekeepimg;,a husband to

14
glve me chlldren, even though he best me.%

13%ary Austin, The Arrow Eéker, p. 157.
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The Chisera's words remind one of HMrs, Austin's own
admission when she wrote:

On a whole, what I regret 1s not the lack of a
satisfying marriage, but the loss out of my life of the
traditional protection, the certification of ladyhood.
I have never been taken care of; and considering what
that has meant to women in general, I feel a loss in
the quality of charm and graciousness whieh I am un-
able to rationalize. The experience of being com-
petent to myself has been immensely worth while to me.
It glves clarity and poise. But without having had
the experience of being taken care of, I am unable to
realize the significance of that measure. I feel al-
ways a little at & loss.

In the novel Sants Lucla, which has its setting in
a college town of California, Serena Lindley 1s the chief
character. In the book Urs. Austin makes an analysis of
mgrriage through the experiences of three of her women
characters. Serena marries Zvan Lindley, the attorney for
the college, who proves to be loyal, but not her equal in-
tellectually. There are unhappy times, but she stays with
him, even in the face of disgrace caused by his financial
dishonesty. They solve their problems through thelr chile
dren and thelr mutual interest in Evan's work.

The marriage of Julia Maybury ends in tragsdy. She
marrles Antrim Stairs, a biology professor, who tries to
ereate some intellectual comradeship in her but fails. In

the end she commits suicide for no reason except she is

15
Mary Austin, Darth Horizon, p. 351.



restless Dbecause of her selection of a husband.

The marriage of William Caldwell, the only daughter of
Dr. Caldwell, 1s a happy one. She marries a young doctor
who comes tc the town to take care of her fathert's practice
during the older doctor's illness,
| Ho. 26 Jayne gtreet, whieh Mrs,Austin believed to be
her best novel, "aimed to uncover the sleasy quality of cure
rent radicalism.“l6 Neith Schuyler moves into an apartment
away from her aunts in order to live her Qwh 1ife and pur-
sue her own interests. She is represented as a person who
does some serious thinking on problens facigg_praTWQr
dmerica. Neith was Interested in womgé's part in such
problems as follow: the matter of allegiaﬁée in time of
wary the international drift toward communism and 1ts re-
lation to her ss an Individual; theoretical demoecracy as a
possible basls for a reconstruction of perscnal relations,

Nelth did not see ﬁoman's'suffrage as a panaceca for
all troubles. In a letter to a friend of hers in the Air
Service during the first»ﬁorld War she wrote:

I'n glad I never had any of that sore feeling
about men as oppressors, the Kaisers of women. I ean
see where men and women have got themselves all wrong
with one another, with a kind of wrongness that can't

be changed too soon--I'm a Suffraglst now, did I
tell you? But it isn't going to be made right by

16
ibid., p. 337.
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making them more like one another. There has been

a lot sald sbout giving women the vote so they can

prevent wars, But I can see that unless women are

zoing to keep on seeing how right and natural it

is for you to have adventures, if only in sclence and

in polities, you are just going to have to go on

having wars to get a chance to be truly yourselves.*7

One of the most sarious personal problems that Neith
had te solve, however, was the problem of breaking her en-
gagement with iAdam Frear., For years Rose Matlock and Addam
Frear, both libertarian idealists, had been lovers. Frear
withdrew from the relation to become engaged to Heith, who
did not know of Frear's relation to Hose. Hiss Matlock
appealed to Neith to breask off the engagemsnt on the
grounds that Frear's defection was based on his feelings
alone and thus 1llustrated a reversion in his private 1life
to the very principles of tyranny which he was pledged to
destroy. Looking at the situation from lose’s viewpoint
and. thinking that it was the best solution for the interest
of the "cause;n Heith suspended her engagement., Neith was
a believer in the 1dea that the hope of the future is based
on man's ability to "act on the intrinsic merits of a situa-
tion, independently of his emotlons."

Henry 8Smith had the following comment to make on HNo,

26 Jgyne Street:

17
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Its power lies, however, not in the story or the
characters as such, but in the relation of the char-
acters to ldeasy and here also one often feels that
the ideas are the more important to the author. « « .
It is as 1f the author had left this commentary upon
her experiences in New York, as if she had demonstrated
her understanding of what the passionate young radlcals
are flghting for, had served her apprenticeship at .
politics and economics, and had assimilated Karl MHarx
as well as Jesus, into the body of her meditation: with
some personal interpretstion, it should bte said, of
both, and with 1ittle ortihodox X of either the cemuunist
or the eccleajsstical variety. 8

In The Ford Mrs, Austin carrles her analysis of
dmerican society to Callfornia, where the problems of big
business are paramount. Here again the characters suffer
because of the author's interest in soclal forces.

fhe chief characters in the book were Anne Brent and
her brother, Kenneth Brent, who had their share of troublea,
at the ranch, Las Palomitas. When they were}children Stephen
Brent, a£ his‘wife's insistence, sold the ranch and they went
to Petrolia, where there was an oil boom. He organized the
Homestead Development company, which failed when it could not
campéte with big business. Mrs. %rent was never able to get
her husband’s co-operation for his family's welfare, and about
the time of the failure at Petrolis she‘ﬁied¢ Sterhen Brent .
realized then, too late, what he ﬁad done to his wife; and in

agony after her deathy he told his son that men cantt make a

18
Henry Smith, “”he Feel of the Furposeful Barth. Hary
&ustin s Prophecy, “ Hew Hexico Luarterly, Vol. I (February,

1931), p. 21.
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«

woman's life for her. He said to his scng

I thought I could meke a life for your mother out
of my life, a kind of hollow cell in 1%, where she
should be perfsctly happy inside of all the things I
¥new from the beginning she didn't like. . .but they
got to her, boy, I brought them to her. You can't go
ts them without taking something, boy. It rides on
your back. 4nd then they leuve you. You con't blame
life,

i you want

then for that. They've got to have their ow
Kenneth, they've gctct@ make 1t themselves
them to stay in it.19

n
*
i

Anne Brent determined not ever to suffer the fate of

Ny gy Lo, . U O E o o vy ¥ oS,
ner mother snd set ahbout heconing a business woman. sne

egtablished a thrivine real estate business; and when ir.
3

-

“ickart. the capnitalist who had becn responsible lor the
b £ :

e

Peirolla failure, saw h-r ef’iciency, he helped her buy

nack Las Pglomilas

cestion, Kenneth zot s Job with Ef.'ﬁickw
art in arder%to observe his methods of working; but he dis-
aovered that the pgame of big business was not for him. In
the end, he returned to the land, taking up a clalm and
jolning the other rencrners in thelr efforts te gain suf=-
ficlent water for thelr needs. 7The ranchers, having es-

corted a land agent under the employment of Mre Hickart

~
)

out of the country with shotguns, were resdy to make a con-

certed effort with Kenneth Zrent in an irrigation project.

In the struggle between Capltal and Lebor, Virginila

1Y
YVary fustin,The Furd, pp. 154-155.



Burke, a friend of the Brents and the daughter of a capl-
talist, appointed herself as the champion for the Labor
class. She spent her energlies to no avail, however, and
practically ruined her own life., Not only was she a labor
agitator; she revolted also ageinst men., She flung out,

e o « liking--liking and respect! You think that's

all that a woman needs. . « to be liked and respected,
and to wait. . . walit. . ., until some man gets done
Tussing about and finding what he likes, what he
wants to do and can make of'hiszgife. « « and then
comes and invites her into it!

There 1s a feeling of incompleteness about most of
drs.Austin's character portrayals. She seems to get so much
interested in reforw movements concerning suffrage, labor‘
conditions, the new theater, and the political and economic
systems of the world, that she falls to give enough at-
tention to character development, Her characters get lost
in the maze of thelr own emotional reasctions.

Her women characters are always better drawn,however,
than her men. The women of her books are always trying to
find ways of proving their worth to society instead of
being satisfied with their individual value in terms of
thelr emotional relation to one man. |

It is natural thet Mrs. dusin should be so much in-

terested in the feminilst movement. She grew up during the

age that was seeing the evolution of a new attitude toward

201pid., p. 263.
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women's immemorial functlon. It seems that, regardless of
what other problem was claiming Mrs.dustin's attention, she
invariably found some way of putting in her ideas about
wonten and their place in the scheme of things. 5he even
wrote a textbook on the subject-~-The Young Homan Cltizene-
which was used as a handbook for study in classes held by
~the TFoung %Women's Christian Association. If Mrs. Austin
H’had done nothing else for which to make herself important,
the work that she d4id in helping win the feminist battle
would have been sufficient to bring her fame.

Possibly her own interest in feminism had its begin-
ning with the incident of the "four-minute egg.“gl Her
brother, as head of the family, could see no point in his
sister’s demsands that her egg be cooked longer than those
for other members of the famlly. The resentment that she
felt over this incident was typical of feelings of thouw
sands of young dmerican women at that moment--the feeling
that the home "shouldn't be the place of the apotheosis of
its male mem.bers.“22 This incident was not the last time
that Mary Austin was to provoke her brother's disapproval
of her ideas. Later when she was speaking publiecly on the

idea of a Court of Domestic Relatlons he informed her that

21
Mary Austin, Earth Horison, p. 128.

22
ibid., p. 129.
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if she mentioned such ideas under her mother‘'s roof, the
doors of her mother's house would he forever closed to her.
Happenings like these would naturally cause a person of
Mary Austin's temperament to revolt; and it is natural
that the same feeling of resentment would show up in the
characters of her novels.

In the dialogue novel Love and the Sgul liaker, Hrs,

fustin makes an opportunity to express her thoughts about a
number of things. I mention this book now, not because of
any particular relation that it might have to a discussion
of her characters, but because of its lack of characters,
In the book Valda HcNath is a victim of a loﬁe affair with a
social reactionist who discovered that he did not love her
as much as he thought. The hook is written in the Form of a
dialogue~betwaen the author and Valda, with Mrs.Austin doing
practically all of the talking. B8he expresses her opinion
concerning men, women, love, marriage, divorcé, and educa-
tion; but there is really not much in this book that she
hagn't expressed elsewhere. It is more like‘a sumary of
her ideas stated convineinzly and sprinkled 6ccasionally
with irony.

the men of Mrs.Austin's novels never show up promi-
nently, possibly because of the great emphasis she usually
put on the role of women. Mrs. Austin herself was not

happy with the men who should have counted most in her
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in boyhood, when his father, a college professor from the
East, was forced to migrate there because of tuberculosis.
He bore through life the convietlon that he was cut out for
some particular kind of adventure, a starry adventure. It
turned out that, after searching everywhére,~he found it in
his own heart.

1_'In his contacts with men, Gard's reactions were vague.
In his various encounters with women, however, he had the
~situation well in hand, There were his msther, his sister,
June, 'udora, and Rosita. Each one stood for sometning, and
each one left a clear imprint on his life aﬁd soul. %The
story is ecrowded with detalls of Hew ﬁexico‘folk*lora and
native customs, "but Card Sitwell's adventure does net rise
significantly above its Setting."z4 |

. Ope outstanding weakness of lirs. Austin s an imagina-
tive writer is her inabllity to present a fullalength por=-
trait of her characters. They scem invariably to become
"types" rather than individuals. 4. d.Quinn sald, "The
final impression of her work 1s one of irritation that a
writer who could do some things so well couid descend to
weakhvss, even by lity; in the conversations of her

25

characters.”
' 24

dabel Major and cthers, Sguthwest Heritaze, p.l16.

25

et

A.H.Quinn, Ameriean Fiction, sz Historilcal and Critical

Survevy, p. 700.



For irs. Austin's best characler porirayals we must
turn to her snapshots of the humble folk, which she pre-
sents in her shorter stories and sketches. Here, against
a significant landscepe, the effect is two-fold-~characters
plus environment, men snd woumen plus the desert.

Mrs.austin was always intercested 1n the mystery of
common humanity. When she looked at the masterpieces in

Itaiy she wzs dissatisiied with nost of the Virgins as the
vartists had painted them, but she "began at least tc under-
stand how the most beloved of them should he the Hadonna
della Sedia, the wife of 2 peasant whose bambino came to
her guite in the common wayc"gé

Un her trips to the hills Hary Austin often came upon
a unique nperson, the Pocket Hunter. & pocket was a small
body of rich ore occurring by itself, or in & veln of coorer
stuff. The Pocket Hunter, with his working outfit consist-
ing of a shovel, a pick, a gold pan, and a pocket mag-
nifier, went through the hills in search of such pockets,
In splte of his gqueerness, Mrs. Austin found the Pocket
Hunter acceptable because of his companionable talk. His
life in the open, where he lived on a fare of beans,

cof'fee, bread, and wild game, had hardened him for all kinds
? ki ?

26

Mary fustin, Christ in Italyv, p. 48.
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of weather. The Pocket Hunter was the subject of a sketch

in The Land of Little iain. He disappeared once after one of

his "big strikes" to make a grand tour of Zurope, but his
destiny drew him back to the hills. He appeared agaln in

one of the stories oi Lost Zorders, one of the best stories

of the book, in fact, "The Pocket Hunter's Story."

Other characters in the stories of Lost Borders are
typical of people to he found in a country where "the bor-
ders of conscience btreak down, where there is nc convention,
and behavior is of 1little account except as it gets you
your desire... where the boundary of soul and sense 1s as
faint as a treil in a sand storm."2

It was 2 country in winich anybody believed any sort of
story that had gold in it. Mrs.iéustin deseribes the men as
loving the country past all reasonableness. They negleet
thelr famillies because of the "pulse and beat of a life
lald bare to 1Its thews and sinews." On the other hand, the
women hate with implicitness the lire, as well as the land.

In the story of "The Last Antelope” there is a shepherd
similar td trose described in The Flogk. Little Pete was his
name, and he was a shy, friendly man who summered his flocks
each year in the hollow of the Cerisc. He loved his dogs

a8 brothers and wes near akin to the wild things.Communing

27 »
Hary Austin, Lost Borders, p. 3.
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with the hills and holding intercourse with the stars, he
saild things to them in his hesart *that his tongue was not
able to say. He bhumanized his sheep and knew ihem by
nanea

In his loneliness, Little Fete became attached to a
lone antelope which grazed for years in the neighborhood
where hie kept his flock. When the sntelope was kllled by a
homesteader, Little Pete suffered the torture of an extra-
ordinary bereavement. Thls story also appears in Krs.

Austin's One Smoke 3tories.

In "The Return of Mr. ¥ills," Mr.Wills is typical of
vhe men who become fascinated with the stories of lost
mines. The call of the wilderness lured his adventurous
mind with glittering fragments of fortune and romance to
the extent ihat he neglected his fawmlly. Despairinz and
hopeless, Hrs. Wills lost all her ambition of ever having
a better life. IHowever, when Hpr.wills did not return from
cne of hls trips sand she had given him up as belng lost,
che and her children began working, and a new spark of life
returned to Mrs. Wills,

Filnally, Mr.¥Wills returned and the old life returned
with him. Yel, when the prospectors came along with reports
of mines, Mrs.wills brightened up, "her zzze wandering to

the inscrutable grim spaces, not with the hate you mizht
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28
suppose, but with something like hope in her aye." What

she knew was that in time the insatimble spirit would
reach out and take Wr.#¥ills agaln,

Othier cheracters play thelr parts within that dim hot
valley. There wus lir.Sanders, the health-seeking Lnglish-
man, who had trouble with his conscience when he was ready
to return o England and was Taced with the problem of what
to do about his half-breed daughier., MNr. S5in Jeffries had
his problem, too, which he solved by speaking his heart's
lonzing to his wife after her desth, The prostitute Mag
and the Walking Woman had thelr stories. 0On closing the
Boock, the reader has experienced "not only a climazctic mo-
ment in the lilves of these people as they mve found the
deepest moments of living in ihe wastelands," but also has
"the mystie reassurance that life somehow 1s right despite
the barren surface 1t aay wear.“zg

firs.Austin was interested in the wholeness of human
l1ife, now, hour by hour. Her interest was not just
theoretical, but it was practical and passionate, as the
resource and the activity of the moment. She coordinated

all her oither interests wiih the interest that she had in

e
Cu

Mary austin, Lost Borders, p. 64.
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Te M. Pearce, ihe 3eloved House, p. 169.
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human personality as it actually exists. ier interest in

veople extended everywhere that s!

she had traveled, but she
was particularly interested iy

1 the pecple of the Scoutlhwest.
This enviconment, after much experience in other places,
seemed to her lo hs most fundomentslly American,



CHAPTER IV
SPANISH~-SPEAKING PEOPLE ARD THE INDIANS

The two groups of people in the Southwest who held
a major place in Mary Adustin's attention were the Spanish-
speaking people and the Indians. She fcund thesa folk to
have a sounder, better rounded view of their group destiny
than world-aware sophisticates. She could find her cul-
tural home among the félk, who were still immune to the
evils of the dominant American culture and whose qualitles
polinted a way for the whole American future. She thought
that the Spanish-speaking people of the Southwest, having
taken over the whole economic complez of Indian life,
developed in their folk produet "an objective superior-
ity" based on pictorial and plastle elements. Ikrs.
Austin's ideas about the folk and thelr possibllitles are
rather complex, but they do much to reveal Hary Austin.
"Folk~-ness" was central in her method of thinking, and
led'tu all of her regzlonal activities and té whatever
regional phllosophy she had.

Mary Austin's treatment of the Spanish-speaking
element in the Southwest takes in practically every phase
of it, from the arrival of the Spanish "conquistadores" to

69
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the present day problem of bi-lingualism in New Mexico., Her
interest in these people led her to study their history from
its beginning. In fhe Land of Journeys' Ending , she gave

a colorful summery of the Spanish conguest and the period

of Spanish colonial history in New Mexico. The historical
incidents are given in zood story form that .shows the re-
lation between the present "hamlets" and "placitas'" and the
ancient settlements of the Spanish heyday.

She pictures the early "conquistaddres,” and the genera-
tions after them, who wasted themselves upon the Southwest
without taking any measure of 1ts vast material resources.
Lured on by the promise of visible gold, they overlooked
the real possibilities which the land had to offer.

We see Fray Harcos de Niza and the negro Estevdnico
arriving in the wilderness of Arizona. Llke all lovers of
the Southwest, Estevenico "translated his subconscious im-
pression of the land inte the certainty of succass,"l He
did not count on the astuteness of the Indians of Zinl,
uowever, who did not 1like the boldness of his demands for
turq&qises and women. After Lstevanico's death, Fray Harcos
set uﬁ a wooden cross as token of discovery and returned
to Ee%icc, where hls reporis stirred up the young Spanish

bloodg to further adventure.

1 ;
. Mary Austin,The Land of Journeys' Ending, p. 12.
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Mrs.Austin bringsback to cur minds all of the brilliant
pageantry of Coronado's expedition~-noble gentlemen with fine
sounding namesj "caballos" pranking In brillisnt horse-
cloths sweeping the ground; lances and long swordsj coats of
mall scarcely less shining than the gilded armor of the
viceroy; many-colored Spanish sleeves and hosej visored head-
pieces) crossbows for the foatmen; war-clubs and bows and ar-
rows for the Indlans in the party, We see the expedition
change its aspect as itvmakes its way, facing disappolint-
ment over not finding the gold and meeting other dlassters.
Dilgscredit having been brought to its name when two hundred
hostages " are burned alive at Tiguex, the expedition is
{inally dlssolved at Quivira, somewhere in Kansas.

Hrs.Austin tells of Espejo's unsuccessful attempt to
colonize New Mexico and of the "entrada, ® in 1535, of Don
Juan de Ofate, Adelantado and Captain General of HNew
Hexico, as he came marching up the Ale Grande with banners
and arquebuses, priests and a poet, and solid wheeled
“earretas.” |

Things d4id not go well for the colonists or for the
Indians during the first hundred years. &ith a conmplete
ccnzciousness of doing the admirsble thing, the colonists
pressed both Spanish Empire and Catholic observance upon
Hew Hexico. There was also forced lsbor in the 3Spanish

mines. Finally, in 1675, at the end of a long sequence of
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‘misslonary 1ntgleranees, four medicine men were hanged as
wizards. This injustice led the pueblos to revolt in
sugust, 1680. In Taos Valley all settlersdied but twoc men.
With the exception of the settlement of La Calada, all
died in Espafola Valley.

#hen Don Diego de Vargas came clanking back in 1692,
armed for the re-conguest, he found the Indians not doing
too well for themseives. They mipght have welcomed him back
if ﬁe had not carried at the head of his expedition a
&figufe of Qur Lady, La Conguistadora, which is now housed
in the Rosaria Chapel in Santa Fe. fhe Pueblehios were
appcsed(ta anything that meant the "destruction of thelr
own way of reconciling themselves to the universe,"

The Spaniards, however, had learued a great deal in
the last hundred years. There was no more hanging of
.éediéine:mén; and they professed themselves satisfied with
baptiém and reasonable attendance at mass. ﬁér wes there
forced labor at the mines,

‘4long the fio Grande there were three types of Spanish
settlers, The younger scions of noble houses were pure
Castlilian, as 1s witnessed by the appearance still among
their descendants, of an cccasional milk-white skin and

dazzling Titian-colored halr. The artisans, for the most

2
lbign, Pe 1951;



73

part, were immigrants direct from Spain. The peons, who
were servants, soldlers, and small farmers, were pure
Wexlican or at best mestizos. The peons were, by far, the

' nost nunmerous, and to the Fueblos, the most menacing.

Some pueblos mainteined a resistance against contamination
of their blood, but in other pueblos, where there was no
such resistance, the Indian strain was dissipated and mixed
indistinguishably with the "paisanos" of the Rio Grande
Valley.

“hen the "gringos,"Yankees, came, they despised the
Spanish-speaking even more than the Indian. Hrs.dustin
thought that the Frotestant missionary, with the Indian
Bureau behind him, has made a"#lull, debasing smear over
the lovely and aesthetie culture of the pueblos." DBeslde
the terraced houses and the old Franclscan churches,"the
alién, Inapproprlate pulldings of the Indian Bureau ate
into the beauty of the landscape like a pox."

Mrs.hustin deseribed many of the activities snd custons
of the early Spanish settlers. One picturééque ana memorable
gvent of thase early days Wés the annual ”cdndmctg“'ﬁown
the Rio Grande and over the Jornada del Muertos The "con-

ducta® was composed of men whose business was the management

3
ibid., p. 175,
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“of trade caravans betwen Mexlco and the pueblos of New
_'Eexico.‘frail masters and armed escorts gathered at the
fren&ezvmus below Socorro. They were joined 5y trappers with
imle loads of skins, buffalo hunters with sacks of buffalo
 maa£, "hﬁcienderos” going down to exchange bales of honmespun
fblankats for blooded stallions to ilmprove thelr stock, miners
jwith 1ngats of smelted silver and bowl—shaped, government-
'hstamped lumps of soft ﬁew Kexico gold, puehlo traders with
| _turquoises, skins, and serapes‘ :
: mhe Heonducta® went armed and cautiausly along the
f;Jornada del Huerto, because at the water holes in the Or-
ljganos Mountains, t%éy were certain to meet ﬁnaches iq an-
‘bush. Some weeks later, when the ”conﬂucta“ returned with
silkvand cutlery, pineapples and carved leather, hig h
Span@h combs, and braz¢l—wood, it was all Lo be righked
ovar again., The "conduecta" and the rovernment supply trains
drew bandits out of the “mountains, which to_;his’uay are
called "Los Ladrones," :
ﬁﬂfy dustin also describes the religiéus customs of the
Spanish-speaking people, She tells a very interesting stovy
of the large bell that hangs in San Miguel Hission in New
Mexico., It 1s the most mellow and the most musically toned
bell in the world, and 1s thought to have been m:de in Spain
in 1336, out of gold and silver ornaments vowed by a for-

gotten Christian ciiy to S8an José for help afforded in one
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of thelr vietorlous encounters with the Eagrs. It is sup~
posed to have been brought to New Mexlco by a scilon of
Hicholas Ortez, called Nifo Ladron de Guevar, becausa of a
city he stole from the Hoors. Ortez came to New Mexico with
de. Vargas during the re-conguest in 1692, bringing the
“seven hundred eighty pound bell with him.
q Hary Austin believed that & person must begin with a
studyboflthese things, i1f he expects to undefstand the HNew
Mexico of the Sangre de Cristo and the Rio Grande country,
Unraveling backward from the Saints in New Mexico, she
'tracéd the submerged culture of the Spanish~speaking people
| to its erigin. She found that it began as an overflow from
 the most vital phase of Spanish culture, that period be-
tween the sixteenth and seventeenth centurias, called the
“slglc de oro." It was in that period tbatathe idea that
’history should concern itself with zll méniféstatisns of
human 1life was vorn, and sclence made a symbolic turn by
accepting the Copernican theary hat the sun is the center
of our planetary system. It was the periad during which
Cervantes, Velasquez, Lope de Vega, Pedro Célﬁer&h, and
Juzn de Herrera reached new heights of accomplishment in
‘thelr various fields of art. It was sbout this time, too,
that de Vargas and the thief of Guevara were plodding

north with Our Lady in & covered wagon from Chihushua.
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Hrs. Austin saild that the carved figures of "santos®
that she found in various places in New Hexico always Incited
her to covetousness. Spanish funerals and weddings also held
an Iinterest for her.

The celebration of certain feast days In Rew liexico is
another matter of interest. Guadalupe Day brings the sheep=
herders in from the mountains. Other feast days of im-
portance are All Souls Day and "La Vesperz de la Noche-
buena," The latter takes place on Christmas Eve.

At thils season & nmiracle-play of "Los Pastores' is per-
formed. Thils play bears traces of its origin in the inter-
twined eplsodes of coanflict between the "Powers of Light
and Darness as represented by Lucifer and The Angel,
couched in literary languasge, and directed by the local
greatv familiﬁs."4 The propertles are of the simplest; and
the costumes are symbelic rather than realistic. 4ctors are
brought up through the audience, or by means of simple open
mechanisms, such as the letting down of the &rnhangél
ifichael by & rope froam the rafters. For the star of Bethle-
}hem, an oll lantern is pulled visibly along on another rope
in front of the approaching shepherds. Of this performance
drs.dustin says,

The gracious gift of sympathy, which informs all
the manners and customs of the 8Spanish-speaking, makes

4
Ibid., p. 333.
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inimitastle actors of them, so that if you never before
believed the myth of the Borning, and in spite of know~
ing that by midday tomorrow the Archangel will be play-
ing ‘correr de gallo' and the head shepherd may be
drunk, you believe in it, at least for 'la vaspera de
la Nochebuena.' §

Sometimes the "Nacimiento! ig g part of the play., If
there is a church in the vlllage 1t will he zet out in the
corner at the right of the high altar. The figures in this
Hativity scene will he as near life-size as possible.

Urs.Austin hoped in describing all of these things to
make her reader understznd the Spanish-speaking people in
New Mexico as she knew them,

Hew Mexico is still s place in which the miraculous

- may happen. Al1 myth, alil miracle, iz in the begin=-

ning 2 notice of a Borning in the deep~self; new ideas,
new concepts of spiritual rezlity making their way to
expression in whatever stuff is current in the mind of
the locality. That thie thin stream of the 'siglo de
oro, ' which poured out here, began at once to glve rise
to appearances, mirsculous healings, to loeal songs and
drams such ss the yearly passion play of the peni-
tentes, ' 1s evidence of the sensitiveness of spirit Whigh
made possible such presentments of spiritusl reasctions,

4 religious order that Wrs. Austin mentloned in several
of her books is "Los Hermanos Penitentes.” The manner in
which this order keeps Lent makes them generslly deseribed
as the whipping brotherhood; and their annual penance ends
in the reslistic, and sometimes fatal, crueifixion of one

of theilr members.

5

Ibid., p. 334.

”

e
Ibid., p. 337.
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.This Order has now become a secret order lnecorporated
under the laws of New Mexico. It became necessary tc‘make
it inta:a'secret society becmuse of the moral necessity of
prdﬁecting its "penitentes“'from spiritual pride by con-

ing their identity under the black bag which is still
worn by "flagelantes™ in all public processions,

drs.austin set down far less than she kﬁew of "Los
Penitentes.” She did tell us that their chapter house is
called a "morada." DBesldes the "hermano mayor" there are
three other officers. ?h@l“infermo” looks aflter the sicks
the “résador“ accompanies}the penances of ;hé members with
the:pecassary prayers; thé;“pitewc;y'with hig flute, leads
the processions on the Trai} of Bloods »

On the first day oché§§ the funerals of the brothers
are eelébrated ceremoqially.giﬁs Lent advances, processions
can be heard issulng from the "marada" " In these midnight
process ions are figures of men rl&d only in white cotton
underwear, naked to the w%ist, bareaarms rising and fall-—.

B! i
ing as the penitente whipfis laid&oa, first over one shoulder
and then over the other.fsﬂiten tﬁe erosses are so heavy
that the bearer must be.aﬂcompaniéd by a brother to ease
the:long beam to the 5raén§‘$hen the "penitente" faints
under 1it. | l k‘
The formal Easter dranma be%ins on Holy Tuesday, when

the brothers receive the "geal of leifat‘on.” ish
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Wednesday is spent in prayers and confessions of private
penances. Yrom hour to hour on Holy Thursday processions

go out to the "ealvario.! Gradually, as Holy Week ade
vances, the whcleJcommunity is swept into the fervor of
atonement. The height of spiritual frenzy is reached by
midnight on Holy Thursday, when the chosen Christ of the
year, with head veiled for hu“bleneSb, staggers forth Irom
the "morada." The directiqﬂ of this midnight trail is never

kinown ta outaiders. Back he comes in the dawning, dragging

Ly

his heav y cross, often in & fainting condition. After sune
risei‘yrﬁparafian is mace ur the passion play, which
“nrueriy took place at the pfescrihed third hour in real-

atléfdetall. In the remcter villages the Christ 1is bound

upﬁi L%e cross with ropes so tightly drawn that the strong-

egi maﬂ cannot safely endure 1t for more than about forty
'JiDuL@S. In more modern cemmuuities an efiigy 1s sub-

tituted for the living ch rist.

2

Urs,Austin rsgretted the manner in which curiosity -

/ - .)’
wam“ers sometimes dest“oyed the seriousness of these pro-
Lgedlngs.

/,

¢ in Experiences Pacigg, Death Mrs.fustin described a

mlloquy that she had eX@QPl@ﬁC€M when she was observmng
Lhe Penitentes on the igail of Blowd. A& colloquy 1s a type

’af my&&ica incident in which there is s "momentary
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splitting of the facets of the deep-selfl between which inter-
changes take place in the form of dialogue, as it might be
between Soul and Salnt or Soul and Savior.” 7 There she

felt herself in a pale ring of diffused light, holding dis=-
course Dbeiween herself and another, not visualiged but in-
wardly perceived within the shadow of the experience., This
experience came when she was trying to get inside the zroup-
mindedness of Spesnish~speaking FNew Hexicans, which she found
to present some interesting and unique features of group~
amalgamation.

Mrs. Austin found still other things of interest among
her Spanish-speaking {riends. She showsed how the tradition
of an older, more colorful life in Hew Mexlco goes on under
the surface unsuspected by the rest of us. There is a whole
list of native remedies for the stomach. But there is a
longer 1ist of "remedlos" for the soul, suéh for instance
as the ecrossed pins under the hem of her skirt which &
malden going to meet s youth makes as a protection agains;
too ardent addresses. Then there 1s advice in such wilse say-
ings, as, "¥hen the moon is growing, sap is flowing, cut no
erop then.”8 There is the warning not to drink water in the

night when all water goes dead, lest the drinker die also.

Mary Austin, Experlences Facing Death, p. 227.
8
Mary Austin, The Land of Journeys' ¥nding, pe. 340.
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Hrs. Austin thought that these things were "straws
wnich lie lightly on the surface of that life," but they
show how the current eddies and "widens iﬁﬁo a backwater
which will give an unprecedented volume to the stream that
is ready to swell the power of the Southwest the moment we
give it free acdess to ours."9

Among the Spanish-speaking people today there is many
a household story reminiscent of the great days of the
Spanish oeccupation. The story may take the form of an ac-
count of how a lover was %“given the squashes" when he failed
to meet the requlrements exscted of him by the zirl he wanted
te marry.

It may be about the wedding of the Lunas and Oteros,
rich and powerful families. You hear of the beauty of the
bride, of the trousseau mede in Philadelphia and freighted
across the plains, of the wagon-loads afvproﬁisions for the
wedding festival, which lasted two wesks, and of how the
bride was ferried over the Rio Grande, in a flower-garlanded
boaty, to the ecarriage with outriders which earried her to her
new home.

You hear of how wandering players, drifted up tc the
Rio Grande, performing in the villas of Santa Pe, Albuguer-

que, and Santa Cruz. It was the fashion for the players to

9
Ibid., pp. 340-341,
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single out the handscmest women in the audlence ior thelr
caréfully prepared compliments, and the escort of the
chosen lady rewarded the players with flung gold. So it be~
came an expensive business to appear at therplay as an
avowed adairer of so lovely a lady as Elolsa:Luna Otero,

who was, and remained not only the most "beautiful" of the
players' songs, but until her daath, the most powerful lady
of New Mexico. ?

There is also the story of Sefora Donha Gertrudes Bar-
celos She was born of the "gente prineipales,” but was born
also a gambler. Coming out of Taos with an éﬁerican lover,
vshevset herself up as "banquir" st the then fashionable
game of four~-card monte at La Villa Real, as Santa Fe cone
tinued to be called for some time after the - whole of New
Spain forsock all royslty forever. There were many storles
told about Dona CGertrudes, but the most famous one is
about her costly funeral. There wss a bill dgly made out to
the bishop, who claimed eight hundred dollars for his
services and fifty dollars for every time the coffin was
set down on the way to the grave. ‘

| rs.Austin spent more of her time ang study onn the
8panish-speaking people of New Mexico than on those of any
other gection of the Southwest. She incorporated a number of
these Spanish customs in her last novel, Starry Adventure.

The Spanish missions of Czlifornia played a part in her first
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novel, #sidro. The leisurely life of a Spanish village in
Celifornia was porirayed in "The Little Town of the Grape
Vines" 1in ihe Land of Little Rain. The 1life on the "ranchos"
and "hacliendas" at sheep-shearing time was shown in The
flock. "0ld Spanish Gardens,” in fThe Lands of the Sun, goes
back to the romantic days of the Spanish acéapation when the
Castillan ladies wore black and the “mustacioed" gentlémen
sunned themselves in the patios. The wine press, with the
thick-walled adobes surrounding it, and thafiittle private
chapel on the grounds were surrounded by he&lth-giviﬁg herbs
of Dona IAE's Garden.

The Bpanish people brought with them what they remem-
bered of the art of Spain. They made things in the likeness
of 0ld Spaln, modified by what they found here among the
Indlans. For the first hundred years, they made very little.
dhen they did begin, they made '"santos" anﬁL“bultos“ in the
pattern ol the holy images of the siﬁteenthvcentury Spain,
“hen they began to weave, 1t was in the pattern of southern
Europe with a little sﬁggestion from Hexico,., They mixed with
the Indlans, the peon class, and brought into their blood an
Indian strain, Indian cspacity for making things, for design
and color, The years of American influence had vroken down
much that they accomplished, and one of Mrs; Austin's activities
wnile she lived in Santa Fe was the revival of the Spanish

arts.



¥rs, Austin was interested in the present Hexico and
New Mexico labor problem with the peon class. She thought
that the quality of group-mindedness in the Mexicans was a
disadvantage when i1t exposed them to political exploita-
tion in our large industrial cities, where Mexlcan immi-
grant labor is in demand. On the other nand, she did not
think it disadvantageous to an industrial civilization il
the labor was under competent direetion. She thought that
even better results might be gained by thils compact manner
than in cases where a greater degree of individualism pre-
vallse

she belleved that the un-skilled Spanish-speaking
‘laborers cculd become skilled by proper teaching, and that
these workers could become speclalized technieclans of high
capacitys “he states the situaltion in a rather challenging.
manner:

If we ask from this mixed Spenish-Indian stock
that they become the soclally and intellectually in-
ferior brand of standardized labor, that is what we
will gete If we ask for a highly individualized art-
igt" crafismanship, we can have that. If we daemand
that they become average installment-plan, sub- -
rotarian middle elass Ameriea 18, in the course of
-time, they will become as good at that as our other
remotely alien immigrants.i

Hrs. Austin felt that the thing that 1s lacking in the

10

Mary Adustin, “iHexicans and New Hexlco," Survey
Vol. LXVI (iay, wiz), s 190, ’
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Mexican is the capacity <or rapid adjustment to working
patterns, the motlvation of which lles outside the worker's
personality.

3he had an appreciatiah not Only for the artistry of
their work, but of its humen significance. The Spanish-
speﬁkiﬁg people knew she had that attitude and did not ob~
jeet to her collecting native literature, In fact, théy
gave her all the assistance possible.

Hrs. Austin carried her interest in Spanish~speaking
people into Hexico itself. She studied the paintinzs of
Diego Rivera and saw in them patterns that she had known,
patterns in the American Rhythm--"patterns ﬁhat come out in

people responsively,nit

She was relieved "to discover that
: theré'wag no Nerdie taint in Diego Eivera.":fhis may have
meanfvthat she was glad to find her own intﬁitions about
&mefiéan rhythms corroborated by someone of a different
race.}ﬁh@ was able to see in Diego Rivera and certain
social movements in Mexico the village folkfhess and com-
munal habits that she admired.

In the native communism of the ﬁexican:village she

ihought she had discovered the very pattern of the in-

digenous American 1ife and the hope of the future. This

il
Mary Austin, Barth Horizon, p. 365.
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folk-ness as a method of approach, a way of prophesying
through intuition, often led HMrs.Ausin into concepts that
did not resdily fit together.

Another paramount interest in lrs. Austin's life was
her study of the Indians of the Southwest. There.is a story
told about an Indian in one of the Rio Grande pueblos who
was belng questioned by a tourist who had found points of
disagreement in some books that he had been reading on
Soﬁthwastern Indians. He was trying to find out from
questloning the Indian what was true and what was false
about the matter. The Indian finally became annoyed at
some question that the tourist asked and said with brief
irony, "Why don't you ask Mary austin? She knows every-
trhing about Indians‘"lz

There is much truth in the Indian's statement., Mrs.
Austin made 1t her business to find out everything that
was possible about Indians. She began to know Indians when
she went to live in the California desert in 1888. She said
that she became interested ih them first because "there
was literally nothing else human in my neighborhood to be
interested inj and then because they were down trodden.“lB

Shéﬂfought the missionaries and the Indlan Bureau alike

12 :
T. 4. Pearce, The Beloved House, p. 101.

1

Lot

Hary Austin,"How I Found the Thing Worth Waiting
for," Survey, Vol. XLI (January 1, 1929), p. 434,
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for s square desl for the Indians.

Brs.fustin's first book on the Indians wes Ihe Basketb

n_, which is really z children's hook of Indian stories
and myths. Before any resder [inishes the book, he hes
caught some of rs.fustin's respect lor Indlan myths. She
prazents thes with such dignity that never apsin will he
think that Indlan folk-lore pertains simply to juvenile
literature.

The Basket foran was an old Indian wonan who washed
for a ubite family. She cerried wood for her fires in a huge
besiet, the size of which terrified the 1it€ie boy of the
housenold, whose mind wis stored with vagzue ldess of Indlan
5ﬁéreay'and cruelty. Ile becase m [riend of the lasket Woman,
however, and learned much sbour indians from hera.

One of the best stories in the book is Viahala Joel "
This is a story of Irlendshlp and falthfulness on the part
of an Indian boy for a white friend. In refusing te fight
witn his tribessen against the whites bvecause of & promise
he had sade to his childhood friend, Hehals Joe was
punished by having to wear & woman's c¢lothes, as & symbol
of his cowerdice~-tnus the name "Hahala,” mesning wWomah.
He endured thie Jeers of the tribe end had the courage to
wear the badge of neing afraid all of his life. His friend,
naving been sent away during the battle, never knew of
Yahala Joe's sentence that resulied from keeping his vow of

friendships
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Hrs. Bustin visited the Indlen villages, made Iriends
with them, and found out much sbout them. IHer experiences
with the Indilans were many and varled. One of her ex-

neriences wag told to lMabel ¥ajor when Krs., Austin visited

in Fort Worth, in 1928. lrs. Austin was reminded of 1t

when she was offered & cligarette after dinner.

#0nly lately, " HMary austin began,' ‘have I bheen
‘eble to endure tobacco smoke again. It was two years
arpo that I visited :ay people in one of the pueblas.
I carry ny own pneunatic matiress when I visit the
Indisns. This time I couldn't refuss the arrangements
threy had made for my comfort. When time came to go to
/- bed, the entlre pueblo accompanied me tc the house
¢« speclally prepared for my coming. The walls were newly
i plastered; the windows and doors gleamed with Iresh new
/ paint, An old army cot--a white man's bed was the only
‘furniture. It was piled high with Indian blankets reek-
" ing with tobacco. At either side of the cot on the
" floor was a neat pile of blankets. Two nice o0ld Indian
gentlemen stepped out from the crowd, proud to be my
protectors during the night. The other men, women, and
. endldren left for their homes. The two nice old Indlan
v gentlemen carefully closed the one small window and the
“jdcor to keep out evil spirits. They took half of the
"/ blankets from the bed and motioned for me to lie down.
/ Like any self-respecting Indian, I went to bed with amy
- ¢lothes one The two nice old Indian gentlemen covered
me with the blankets, tucking each well under my feet
and ground my chin. They put out the torch, and lay
; down on the blanket piles on either side. The heat was
; suffocating; the tobacco odor was nauseating. I waited
i uniil T heard the two regularly breathins. Furtively, I
pushed back the covers. Two pairs of bony handsiln tﬁe
dark pulled the blankets up over my shoulders and tucked
them tightly under my c¢hin., I resigned myself to an
unconfortable night.l%t is only lately that I can again
enjoy ny cigaretie."

lrs. Austin learned much about the Indians through a

‘Mabel Major, “Mary austin in Fort Worth," The New
Hexico Yuarterly, Vol. IV (Hovember, 1934), 1D« 308-309,
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study of their poetry, songs, and dances. The result of her
study of Amerindian poetry is to be found in her hook The

American Rhythm. She had lectured on the subject and at a

publisher's request, she organized her material for publica-
tion in a book. The genersl thesis of the book 1lg to the
effect that émerlcan verse will be fruitful only to the ex-
tent that it captures American rhythms. She hellaved those
rhythms to be best preserved in Amerindian poetry. In the
prefatory essay te her poens she says thet she is settlng
put to find "a basis for a poetic quest, and for the es-
tablishment of a traditional poetic mode provocative of the
maximum of well beling.”
She says furthers
The rhythms which give pleasure are those into
which the organism has naturally fallen in the satis-
faetlon of the soclal urge, the ego urge, the mating
urge. Where the path to such gatisfactlons is deeply
zraven, the poet falling into it will find the whole
sum of sensory material enriched by assoclation, '
#nere by changed motor hablits the initial association
is obliterated, and conly the swing remains, the old
rhythm will arlse, at the recurrence of a given
stimulus, with sourceless comnotations of aguthority
to which we glve the name of instinet when we cbh- 15
serve them in others, and inspiration in ourselves,*?
Such rhythms sre not consciously discoverable, she thinks,
Hrs.Austin believed that almost anybody could have

predictad the rise of a new verse Iform In Axerica. And

15

Bary hustin, The American RBhythu, pe G.
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Judging from the necessity of restating the nationsl con-
sciousness in terms of the burgeoning American outlock, a
person should have been able to prophesy two or three
things about it.
It would be a iorm as lacking in trsdition as the
Gmerican experlment 1tself, It would be demoeratic
in the sense that 1t would he within the e¢apacity of
the deamocratically bred. . . ¢ Finally, 1t would be a
statement of life as for the first two or three
hundred yeers, lile presented itself on the western
continent, in terns of thiggs lived through rather
than observed or studied.
This book puts Hary dustin defindtely in the clzss
with 1iterary critics; but here we are coucerned chiefly

with what she found out about Aserind poetry. She found that
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ind made poetry because he belleved it to he good

ot

for him, and because he believed 1t to Dbe a contribution to
the well-being of his group. He made poetry to put hinself
in sympathy with the "wakondsd or god-stuff, which he con=
celved to be to some degree in every created thing,’

At the same time that the Amerind used his body as an
instrument of rhythm, he used it also as an instrument for
the realization of the desired result, moving 1t through
the phases of mimetic gesture. Hrs.austin compared this
glement to Aristotle's "imitation," which he regarded as

the essential of poetry.lf
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There were three essentials of Amerind versej namely,

external rhythm, internal rhythm, and subjective co-ordina~

-y

tion of the rhythmie forms of the American scene. All
dnerind poetry, even the most personal, presented 1ltself as
ﬁhrea«plied: movement, meledy, and words.

:The tribesmen used poetry as a means of railsing the
plane of group consclousness. Hrs.Austin gave several
examples of native dances and sangs,”showing‘the complexity
of the expression when the expression was communal. The
Corn Dance was one that she gave, This dence- is a
fertility rite, designed to briag rein and good growingweath-
er to sprouting crops. The dancers will nuw:ber among the
hundreds, according te the population of the cemmunity. ihe
natural rhytha of their timin% feet will run from the pound
of the men's tlilck soles, through the softer shuffle of the
women, bto the patier of children. This gives the effect of
a musical round, rising and falling and overlapping--bound
together, but not neecessarily synchronized by the beat of
the tombes, steady and quiek like the "heart of the sun
beating.” In and out of these primary rhythms play the
body accents, knee rattle and arm ratile of deer's hoofs
or tortelse case. From point to point, like the rush of
sumier rain, runs the »oll of the prisoned pebbles in
the hand-held gourds. all1 the dancers sing, moving deft{ly

in their places. Out and aside the elders sing,
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prayerfully, inviting the co-operation of the people of the
Hiddle Heaven in rhythms that are not necesszarily temporally
synchronous, though they zre subjectively co-ordinated with
the song of the dancers.

The essay as a whole shows lirs.dustin's character-
istiec attitude toward art. She believed art not to be an end
in 1asa1i, but a means and a mode of spiritual existence.

M s«hustin often =xpounded her theorizs of the orilgin
of vér&@7at educational meetings, at mectings of women's.
Cl&bs,géﬂd in college lecture courses. Il was her habit to
caant Indlﬂn poetry with her eyes half closed while somecne

tzg@pad out the heartbeal of the universe on a drum or on

another musical instrument.

ﬁrs Austin found in her study of the Indians the pat-
tern tnat she was to use 1n her own Jolk-stories, She
;ouﬂd that the Indians have two kinds of stories. iyth
stori@s are patterned after the Indians' notion of how the
inV¢dible life forces are supposed to work. The realistie
talgy f@l&u@ things that really happen,

,j'?he Piutes, from whom Hrs.dustin learned zbout the real

stbries, called such stories One 3Smoke Storiss. fThis name

g&me from the fset that these tales are told arcund the fire

‘in the intervals between ceremonial rituals, while the

‘ company relaxes Itselfl with the little cornhusk cigarettes

filled with native tahac. (ne tells while the rest smoke,
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and then the next one in the circle leaves off smoking and
tells another, short and explicit.

Mrs.Austin learned that in the folk-story, "the en-
virconaent had absolutely to disagpear into the story,.™
There should also be a sparing use of namnes. Fhen a teller
is & character in the tale, he is kept im'a state of nearly
complete detachuent. The aboriginal never beging & story
with the attitude of the leller To the tuled

It was after the Indian fashion that Mrs., Austin wrote

most oi her One Jmoke Stories. She felt that one of the

factors which work unconsciously in the mind to hasten the
use of the native American folk tale is the felt need of
‘generically dmeriecan expressiveness-~"figures, and illustrae
tions for the native quality in cur national life which shall
have an intrinsgically American sigaificance.“lg

As in everything else that Mrs.Austin undertcok to un-
derstand, she went to the beginnings in her study of the
Indian. Bhe traced him from the Dawn period on through the
Pit-hiouse period and the Small-hcuse period. She made her-
seld acquainted with the peculiarities of the various trilbes

of the Southwest, noting the similaritles and differences in

them.
.luﬁary dustin, "The TFolk Story in America,™ Soulb
jtlantic Quarterly, Vol. XXXIII (January, 1634}, 1. 15.

1<

“Inid., p. 19.
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She deseribes the living conditlons at the time Spain
found them as follows:

The pueblos, at the time Spain found them had
no rich, no poor, no paupers, no prisons, no red-
light distrlet, no eriminal classes, no institu-
tionalized orphans, no mothers of dependent children
penalized by their widowhood, no one plning for a
mate, who wished to be married. ALl this is sc much
2 part of thelr manner of living together in com-
munities, that three centuries of Christian contact
have not quite cured them of their superior achleve-
ment., By breaking down Indian custom marriage, the
misslonaries have contrived to 1lncrease the number
of unsatisfactory settlements, and added to the ir-
regularities, formerly at a minimum for their popu-
latiﬂﬂs.20

Among the Zufl every creature is thought of as heving
his share of "wokonda,'" the essential spirit of thincs. Qut
of this primary belief grows a society quite simply‘and
literally founded on the idea that the chief consideration
of it$ members is to inerease the amount of god~power in
themselves. To this end, every rite and every important
soclal or personal function is directed. Hrs Austin felt
that a knowledze of this belief was necessary before anyone
could unierstand the Amerind's art or his literature. The
"nappy ending" of a Pueblo tale is not the marrying of g
parilicular woman, nor the adding of a certain feather to
~the war~bonnet, but the attainment of magical DOWEr,

drs., Austin also made a study of the Amerind method of

20
Hary Austin, Ihe Land of Journeys' Endinz, p. 244.
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prayer, which she described in her book Lan Frayer_ Be
Answered? She found that the Indlans do not pray to god,
but to a "princinle existing in all created life, ac-
eessible to man, responsive to him, workable. w2t The
scientific side of her mind made her ready to accept the
aboriginal prayer systems, which meant more than mere
emotional appeal and depended for theilr efficacy upon ex-
plicit activities of the individual mind. She approved of
the gestures they made}in prayer, believing that through
constructive gestures a person can come nearer to making
an act take place. She herselfl became fairly expert in
making the "Indian prayer *es+u”c, which consists in set-
ting up in your inner self a motlon carefully tuned and
timed with the motlon of the universe in the rield in which
) )
yol nope to be effective.” -

There was no phase of Indian 1life that irs. Austin
did not examine, 3he bowed to nobody in respect for Indian
culture and in comprehension of the wholeness and beauty of
the Indian way of life., ©She believed, however, that, of
all/folk groups in America, the Indlan was the one which
most needed to Le ancouraged in keeping its integrity. She

could see that the conerete patiern of Indian life would

21 ' '
Hary Austin, Can Prayer Be finswered?, p. 3.

22
Zbig. 3 p. 120
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ultimately be broken, and the religlous and esoteric
meanings of the poetry, decorative design, and dance-
drama lost. That was why, she felt, the Indian must be

encouraged in his arts before &ll was lost.



CHAPTER V
HYSTICISH

"The frame of behavior known as iystical" and "the
quality of experilence called Folk" are very closely re-
lated in meaning. Hrs. Austin has a great deal to say
about mysticism, She defines mystical knowledge as "knowle
edge which arrives at the threshold of consciousness by
processes recognizably different from the familiar sense
perceptions.“l It was thls kind of knowledge that Mary
Austin had experienced when, as a child, she recognized
the difference between I-Mary and Mary-by-hierself, When
she was I-Mary, she could see ﬁary-by-herself &8 a part
of the pileture and make her do things that otherwise she
could not have done at all; sueh as walking a log high
over the creek, which gave Mary-by-herself "cold prickles
even to think about.“z

It was a similar experience that sustained her when

she was writing her first two stories in the face of

1
Mary Austin, Everyman's Genius, p. 151.

2
Mary Austin, Zarth Horizon, p. 74.
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almost Insurmountable difficulties. She deseribed it as a
stream of knowingness that she felt going on in her, sup=-
plying deficiencies, affording eriteria of judgment, and
creating certainties for whieh nc warrant was to be found
in her ordinary performances.

The strange psychie, intuitive swareness that she had
toward the meanings of her environment led Mrs.dustin to
describe herself as a Maverick to the "manuherd."J It was
as 1f she had drunk of the waters of Hassayampa, that river
which flows round and about Lost Borders. "It flows and
sinks and rises again in unnamed cafons, loops about desert
ranges and is lost in the sand., Only Indians know where to
find it with certainty."”

The trail that leads to Hassayampa is desecribed as
leading far and opening on incredible sights:

sunk rivers, crawling dunes, also many delectable
meadows under high, unappeasable, glacier-polished
Slerras. Wild things walked in it: deer shifting
their feeding ground, bobeats, coyotes and furry,
rat-tailed things whose moonlight friskings made
lacy patterns on the sand,4sheepherdars, pocket
hunters, Indlans and Gods.

People passing through the country hed drunk of it,
not knowing it themselves; but their friends knew of it

because of the change that came over their minds,

3
Hary Austin,Christ in Italy, p. xii,

4
lbid-, Pe Xa
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What happrens to you if you have drunk Hassayampa
is that all place and time dissolve, so that 1f you
should see, for example a young girl with the shadow of
dreaming in her eyes, working purple roses on center
pleces and meking embroidered pillow shams, you would
sce nmuch more besidaes: maldens spinning and spreading
flax upon the grass, Indian women weaving baskets;
savage women beating fibre from the palm, wild birds
that gather down,--sea blrds that take it Irom thelr
breasts, and mothering ewes that tresd out grassy
hollowsy; 1ift and urge of the worlds. » - - It i3 to find
no things inconsiderable or mean and few things ridicu-
lous. ZIhis is to drink Hassayampaj but.if you are
sensible you do not always speak of it.”

rs.Austin devotes an entire chapter of Everyman's
Genlus to the subjeet of mysticism. She says that a kind
of mystical experiencé goes on in the mind of any creative
artist. When a writer creates s character and he becones
identified with the powers and virtues of the person he
is creating, in order to meke those qualities more access-
ible, he has already advanced upon the Mystfﬁéi Way.

‘Mrs.Austin clailmed her own mysticism to be "wholly
occidéntal in being anéatﬁempt to master the Here and Now,
and not to escape it." |

The Christlan aystic renounced, for the time being,
all aids from the immedlate self--learning, talent, in-
tellligence~-and retired into the deepest room of the deep~

self, where he came into direect contact with God. She

5
Ibide, ppe xi-xili.
~

Q0
Hary Austin,veryman's Genius, p. 153«
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/&&inkqfthat if a person substitutes for God, absolute

' y/y%alL%y, ultimate truth, or any other notion he might
] i :

A
E

have of the Great Spirit, Christlan mysticism becomes
T

/zgrﬁétically identical with 81l systems of mysticism.

Havxnr.ence reached the source of all splritual power, a
pers&n brings away with him some of the characteristics
of universal Spirit.

% - Bhe says that the average person stumbles upon cne

;ﬁar another mystieal method and naturslly tends to re-invite
those states which he finds helpful in his business. The

’1w%mle art of mysticism consists in going on deliberately
from this point to uncover and mske intelligent use of
states of consclousness more rarely, but not less cer-
;ﬁalnlyvand naturally, showing themselves.

I One judges, Irom the detalled explanation that Mrs.
;ﬁﬁstin gave of how to attain é mystical experience, that

" her own mystical powers did not come easy. For her the

f procass was & long one, requiring both learning and dige

' cipline. She believed that any one could become a mystie.

lost geniuses are mystics, she thought, put a man may become
8 @?sﬁic without any genius whatever. -

© lirs. Austin believed that the beginning of all mystieal
advanuare lay in aequiring early the art of meditetion.
1her€\qu a sharp distinction between the type of medi-

ta*ion “Hat shie prescribed and reverie; nor was it to be
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associated with the familiar process of Ythinking things
over,"

Her first requlsite to successful meditation called
for an uninterrupted session of time. There¢ should be
a reg&lar time for medltation, a time when the 5ody is in
“natural equilibrium, neither tired nor eager for activity,
neither full nor fasting.”7 She believed there was nothing
to be gained by thwarting normal appetiteé and . .that there
was’a possibility of harm in unnedéessarily interrupting
naturai physical rhythms. When she was younger, she used
évery year to “"make a retreat,ﬁ retiring to some place where
the re~collectlve process c¢ould go on under the most ad-
vantageous circumstances, As she grew older, however, she
often went three or four years without any interruptions to
her regular spiritual roﬁtinsa |

The next step after securing the necessary environ=-
nent for meditation was ﬁo clear the consciousness and
hold it in a state of suspended attentlon., This state, in
true ﬁeditation, is different from concentraticn; for here
inteiligence and the emotions are in sbeyance. In her own
practice Mrs,Austin often found 1t helpful to precede a
meditation with a relaxing exercise which she called self-
contecplation, a process thet she used along with her
creative work. 8he would let a stream of phéntasy go by

unobstructed until 1t fell naturally into & tempo that

7
-]-:p-l(_i.” Pe 1570
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permitied of easy sweeping aside. After the space was
qlea:éd for meditation this stream could still be felt
flcwing around its borders until the meditation grew more
p:@fﬁuﬂd and the phantasy entirely disappeared. Sometimes
sné-felt her imnediate self to be in such a turbulent
;étéfe‘that the attempt had tc be abandoned for that time
lnaﬁéiundertaken later under more favorable conditions.

~ The object of all her meditation, of course, was
illﬁ@ination, secking light on some subject the essential
truth of which was hidden from her. She was z born prag-
- matist and radical, she saild, never believing anything
~that was told her but always wishing to bring belief lnto
line with innate moral sense. This unhurried and re-
1flective manner of hers seems a contrast to the amazing
activity that all her accomplishments would suggest., But
her: ability for such meditstion is responsible for her
being able to Fill out the pattern that she felt was set
- for ﬁer life.
| The test of the success of medltation is "that you
actually know more of the subject meditated upon than you

. .

knew before, and can use what you kmow,“O In her own
case, irs, hustin always knew clearly what she wanted to

do in her life and work; and wanting to do so little else,

8
ibid., p. 165.
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she would not have stopped until she did achieve success
in her medltations.

During her studies on mysgsticism Mrs.Austin began a
study of mystiecism in the life of Jesus, which resulted in
her writing 4 sSmall Town dan, first published under the
title of The Man Jesus. Following the teechnique and method
of the folklorist, she approached the resesrch for this
book ag she would have approached any other collectlon of
hero tales, locking for the plain man who was the vehicle
of his revelation.

She plictures the events in the 1life of Jesus, ecloring
them with her own interpretations. She does not see in
his experiences in the wilderness much that is different
from experlences other mystles have had In seeking the
truth. He laid himself open to the sense the desert gives
of being possessed, of being held and occupied by persone
allty and power. He went into the desert a carpenter with
the word of God in his consciousness; he came out of it a
prophet and teacher.

She declares Jesus to be the greatest of mystics,"flor
what he perceived, he could tell--in so far as people were
able to hear it--and what he knew, he could do. He had a

9 . .
genius for mystlcism.,"” His mysticism was of the inner

o

Id

ldary Austin,A Small ITown iHan, p. 190.
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1ire of the spirit.

¥ore than any men belore or singe, Jesusg ospe
teaching that the aystlesl iz the ﬁf&ﬁ%iﬂ&i. A11
thoge high moods which hed been the exclusive pre-
rogative of salnis and prophieis, he mesnt Lo mele

et of the common uge and possession, Hind, Zplirit,
atover 1t ls constltuling the fundamentsl slikeness
Sed and man, he established sz the duily Instru-
uenl, seggssilble allke to the lesrned and the une
learned, iV

ira.Austin sayz that Jesus had no morsl progras.

Fhen & moral guestion wes propounded to hinm, he met it
#ith relerence Lo his mystiesl teaching, or he exenmpli-
fled his myétiaﬁl tenching with gome reference to the
moral sltuation of his hearers.

She concludes the book by saylng thst Jesus was o
wystie whose lamp of 1llunination turned inwsrd, 1lighting
the secret places of the hesrt,. She did aot believe it to
be of & social nsture, In the sense thst it 1llumined or
prescribed for the complex outer ring of sell nations. Fups
thermora, she thought thetl people ol the twentlelh century

‘were st the end of sll ressonable pretension in thinking

»

that In the tesching of Jesus we heve elther a pallersn or
= technique of socinl perfection. She says thet wvhen we
speaity, &8s 1t 1s our lashion to do, of the fallure of Christ-
isnity, we are elther referring to the fallure of an ore

gsanized complex of ldess ol which Jasus never heurd-~-the




o
<
A

Scheme of Sslvation, the Redemptlon by his blocd, the doc-~
trine of the Virgin Birth, thé ITrinity--or we are speaking
of an unwerranted expectation, unwarranted by anything he
ever sald, that in hils teaching as it stands we should find
the technique by which the God-in-man should become wmanifest
in group relatiocns.

She [ound nothing in his teachings {rom which we
aight find an adequate frame and techunique of group re-~
lationship. That hope 1s disappointed chiefly because of
our refusal to accept the knowledge of the incompleteness
of his revelation. He himsell knew that his revelatlon was
incomplete and taught that there was more to come. krs.
Austin belleved that nothing so makes for the valldity of
what he did teaeh, as this elear certainty that his teach-
ing was not only incompletely communicated, but that it was
in itself uncompleted. The last sentence in the bgsk is im-
pressive,"For two thousand years 1t has beeen overlooked
that the recorded life of Jesus ended, not on the cross
but on the mountaln.®

In the intrcduetion of the book, lirs.Austin excused
herself from littering up the book with footnotes and refl-
erences on the grounds that such procedure is & courtesy
of male scholarship. 0Of course, one would not expect HNrs.
Austin to resort to anything that might suggest male thought,

I
Ibid., p. 230.




but one wonders where she could have found references to
some of the ldeas advanced in the book. By the time that a
person has read several of Mrs.iustin's books, however, he
has learned to blame that "fraeme of behavior known as
"mystical" for 2 number of inasccurate and fantastic ideas
found in her thought.

Hrs.Austin said that she had to write Lxperiences
Facing Death. Perhaps she realized that such a book was
needed tc round cut and complete her total view of life.
The book dees form another segment in that total span,
helping us to gel a clearer view of Mrs.Austin's philos-
ophy. The partlal view that she presents in this book
is possibly another effort on her part to maske the total
view that she has striven for in herself also the property
of her readers.

When Mrs.anstin faced the thought of dylng, she re-
gretted the "narrow and repressive moralities" in which she
had been brought up, if they had been in any way respon-
sible for her having lived any less intensively than ghe
might otherwise heve lived. She did not regret her hates;
she had always hated lying, cowardice, and war. 3he did not
want to leave the beauty of thig life~~the reality of natural
things-~-which had been for her the most spiritualizing in-

fluence in 1ife,

In Experiences Facing Desth, she clarifies her ideas

-
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of God, To her God was "the exrerienceable quality in the
universe," the "Universal Consciousness,” out of which her
own conscliousness stemmed-~"never a person, only faintlyl
described in the inknowing core of perception as Being," ¢

She describes her (irst experlence with God, when as
a child of five or six she walked in the orechard alone.
ihere after a moment of quletness,"earth and sky and tree
and wind~blown grass came alive together with a pulsing
iight of consciousness." She felt an awareness of the
flowers and of the inseets, which enclosed her in s feeling
of livingness. She wrote,

I remember the child looking everywhere for the
source of this happy wonder, and at last she questioned--
'God¥~~-because it was the only awesome word she knew,
Deep inside, like the murmgrous swinging of a bell, she
heard the answer, 'God, God.'. ., 13

ihls experiences, Mrs.fustin sald, had been the one
ablding reality of her 1ife, unalterahle except in the
aboundlng fullness and frequency of its occurrence. It
seemed often to "[loat like a bubble beside her," en-
closing her with "ineffable warmth snd light.' ©¢n occa-
gions 1t seemed like a Voice telling her to wailt or go lor-

ward. It came nearest when it arrived in the midst of her

12
tary Austin,Zxperiences Facing Death, p. 24.

13
M-, p- 250
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work, like a tall white Presence, never taking a personal

shaps. It was a force, a source of eneg@y. lirs. Austin

3

called the bodlly location of this expgéienge her H3acred
iiddle," a term taught to hLer by thefindia;s;

| “he fact that she had experieggéé ﬁhquresenc@ of

God in this life kept her from log&ing fofwar& to death
‘with the expectancy with wkich,mgny peopl&.leok forward to
it. She had experienced God with her "ﬁi@ﬁle" just as she
had experiéﬂead beauty, *which is the seﬁsaous aspect of
God, " with her ears and her eyes. She aékedg‘ﬂHQW'Was I to
be sure of re-experiencing either of the, iéé%ing the eg- |

o 14 .
sential instrument,?”

Yot she belleved déaﬁh to be of
the nature of a link in experience rather %h#ﬁ'its unavoid-
ablé end, J

After all her medltations on the subjecijof death,
she was mdre or less consoled by the secret épprehension
that she once had about coming to the end of her adven-
tures., She was guite certsin thet the experieﬁée has
nothing to do with pale ghosts that gibber inﬁthe darke.
Nor did she think that the outcome would result in "rapt
souls that stand forever in ecstacy over a distant zleam or
spark." OShe believed that "there will he things to hLe

" done, and the stuff that we work with will be the utterly

14
Ibid. 9 pl SOlb
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familiar and still mysterious and exciting stuffl of our-~
15
selves."
Judged from #drs.austin's definition of "auystical," even

T

The Land of Little Rain and fhe Land of Journeys' Inding

would iall inte the category of aystle writings They are
books on nature to be sure; .ut the capture and expression
of the rhythm of the region is more than just nature writing.
You cannot see, hear, taste, smell, or touch the rhythm of
an environment. Such a knowledze must be acquired by other
means than through the senses, or through any combinstion

of sensory expericnces.

In The Zrail Book one story treats of the struggles of
an Indian lad in the wilderness to find the Vision, to get
in touch with the Powers., In other stories of that book
there 1s an implication of krs.lustin's effort to feel out
modern man's link with the past-- a fanciful mystical idea
with a grain of historicsl or anthropological truth. To be
sure there is something about drs.hustin's keen understand-

ing of the flock~-mind in The !lock that ls mystical.

———————

In Starry adventure, Gard Sitwell had an experience

in New iexieco, which wes similar to the une lary Austin had
as g ¢hild in Illinois. 4t the opening of the book Gard and

i

hig sister, Laura, were sitiing on the "banco" eating

15
Ibide, pe 301,
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their supper out-of-doors, after which they were to play
thelr favorite rame of "seeing things in the clouds." Watch-
ing the cloud-bank below the erest of Jemez and the mysteri-
ous stféakings of the Jemez-blue on the horizon was always
a fascinating pastime for Gard., On this particular occa-
sion, while his slster had gone to return the dishes to the
kitchen, Gard was contemplating the beauty of the scens, when
he experieneed a wonderful pieture in the cidﬁds in the mist
above the aspen trees. b
The edges of the hanked clouds Werefﬁrightly gilt,
the torn films flushed crimson, the gleaming cumuli
behind them came hurrylng; heaping and wheeling. CGreat

sword-like beams of light slashed between them. .

the[sword‘of the Lord and gé Gideon. . .;the chariots

and the horsemen thereof.

When Laura came back, Gard announced to her that he
had seeh God in the aspens,

Ehe Vision, the Voice, and other psychic illumina-
tions.shpwed up in Peter Weatherall's experlences in ZIhe
Lovgiy Lady. In talking to Savilla Dassonville about the
unma tched wonder and beauty of the love they had found in
Italy, he compared it to his experiences in oﬁe of those
places wﬁére he used to go 1n his youth--a place "where you
go in yoﬁr mind when you don't like the placé;where you

18 . -
are." He called the place in his dreams the House of

16 |
iary Austin, Starry Adventure, p. 4.

liary Austin,The Lovely Lady, p. 197.
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Shining Walls; and it was there that he caught_glimpses of
success, unmarred by poverty, which he thought to be the
~erown of his life.

Some of HMrs.hustin's mystic feelings can be traced in
the thoughts of Kenneth Erent in The Ford. He spent long
fours roaming the hills, where he would meet shepherds . feed-
ing their flocks. The boy knew a few words of the "lingo" of
the Ffench, Basque, and Mexican lerders, and would often per-
suade them to let him lock sfter their herds. The work of
herding furnished a reiief to his mind from bitter thoughts
of a Struggle at Las Palomitas.

| He had room then to attend to the végue prickings

of his instinets, sending up from below the plane of
his consclousness, where they worked, vague, pleasing
intimations, starts and warm floodings that mixzxed with
igztsgggiszéggtgi’Egesence that walts upmé men in the

Kenneth did not quite understand his feelinzs about
the land and his instinct. It produced glimmers of a dreanm
he had of setting out across the hills for an}unnamed ad-
venture. This experlence would set him to plaiting the tops
of the sage together as he had seen the herders do, "widen-

ing his shelter for the invisible, unshaped companion.“l9

Mrs. Austin carried her mystical attitude even into the

18
Mary Austin,The Ford, p. 135.

19
Ibide., p. 136.
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interpretation of the progress of industry and business
in America. She saw in the era from 1926-1929 a fine cul-
tural movement led by the Saturday Evening Post and men with
a "good medicine for things." She believed that the Rotary
and Kiwanis Clubs in their cultivation of a state of mind
toward business were “good medicine.,” The efforts of such
organizations she believed were resulting in the spiritual-
ization of business. By spiritual she meant,

exactly what physical science is demonstrating, namely:

that material processes--matter itself--are primarily

manifestations of invisible energy., Good business is

at last belng understood as the result of:a mystical--

that is to say, a widely experienced but little under-

Etocd--co-operagécn between a man's immediate self and

1is deep self.

lrs.Austin's suggestion for economic maladjustment
was to take all the chains off and let men like Henry Ford
and Herbert Hoover, who have a genius for business, exer-
cise their "medicine."” They were not to divide the heap
but were to increase it, everybody getting a larger share
and admitting the rights of leaders to inordinately large
shares. Such an arrangement meant for her & new spiritual
insight for America.

Hary Austin's mystical experiences were probably no
greater than those of many other people, but the way in

whilch she presented them made them sound more authentic.

20 :
Mary Austin,"How I Found the Thing vorth walting
For," Survey, Vol. LXI (Jdanuary 1, 1929), p. 437,
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She admitted that mystics, as a rule were either right
of ridiculous; sometimes both. She believed allvapprcach
to truth to be mystlicsl when it 1s in the stage in which
truth is deeply felt and not yet successfully formulated.
She was always a person who believed nothing until she
had proved itxfor herself. Sometimes 1t scemed that she
didn't know exactly where to look‘for knowledge, but she
kept searchin; for 1t, looking deeply within and obser-
vantly around. Then when she found what she believed, she
presented it as being so original that her ideas always
had power., - ‘

There would nasturally grow out of a discussion of
mysticism the questicen of lary Austinjs religious faifh.
She wzs born a iethodlst, but never felt anything of what
the Eethodists call "Joy of the Lord." She never did give
genuine intellectual acceptance to the Methodist doctrine
of salvation. This rebellion thaﬁ she felt against the
ilethodist Church led her to spend the rest of her life seek-
ing out of experience, an answer to her religious problem.

it times she was attracted by the wisdom and beauty
of Catholiecism, and she made a serious study of some of
lis beliefs, In lact, she studied all great religions. 3he
wss particularly impressed by folk faiths of Igypt and of
the recent Southwest. After her unsatisfactory attémpt &t

being a Hethodist, she was never affiliated with another
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faith. The general idea that a person geils of her belief
ig that if a religious falith brought resuvlts of harmony in
humanity and nature, it was satisiactory.

dost of Mary Austin's books might be said to have
religious themes, HMr. Pearce says that familiarity with
“hose books will show "how much her mysticlsm was drawn
to the way of human betterment, and how many of her works
Jor human betterment were directed by the mystical idezls

21
of perfection which her Zasrth IHorizon sncircles.”

21
TeliePrarce, The Beloved House, Pe 77,




CHAPTER VI

PROPHECY FOR THE 30UTEWEST

I

In addition to calling Mary Austin's nature books
purely books of nature, one may also call them books of
prophecy. She lald clalm to this title 1n the prelace of

The Land of Journeys' Endling. ©She expects in her reader

a certain appreciation of the ritualistic approach and de-
clares that "the function of all propheecy is 'to discern
truth and declare it, and the only restriction on the
- prophet is that his means shall be at all points capable
of sustaining what he discovers.®

She was a prophet in the sense that she was gifted
with a certain amount of insight into her tribe. Of courss,
eny foreknowledpe of the future that she might have had 1s
based on the fact thalt insight intc the present sltuation
inevitably brings a certainty of where the deep ftrends will
leed, 1In moving to Callfornie she was crught up in the
westward drive of the American tribe. She finally dellib-
erately chose as her habitation the land which she be-
lieved most characteristically hmericen and most fertile of

1
Hery Austin, The Land of Journegs'® Ending, p. vii.
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the rhythas of the Ifuture of the rsce,
henry Su:ith thicks that her interest in the lasnds and

people of the dest is gignilleant, He says:

The passionate eagerness with vhich Mrs.dugtin has
studled the land and the people of the West--those
lands and peoples which least resembdd. the mrts of
Zvrope {rom whlch most settlers in danerlca came~-
is full of meaning. It is & preparation for living
in aneprles. She perforas a symbelic act, &nd in part
she experiences for ihe race ithe scts of ascjuaintance
necessary to the taking up of & permsnent abode here,
in the Zurepe, whleh thought into our cccidentsal nome
ory wsost of the higher reaches of our philosophy and
art, this process of seguaintance with the terrain had
zone long belnre-~-had tsken plece slowly, by means of
mrihologles whleh usd greown antlguated belore printing.
Yor the Greeks, and perhaps for the Norse, primitive
~eliglons whilch we now call mythologiss »sizblished snd
preserved that conlact with the snvironment which 1s the
baslis of & raclal art. Dot in dmerics there hags not
been tlme Jor the growbth of such a mythology, and bow
sldes, the sophisticated cultures of the imuigrants
ahio setiled herg mede them 1ittle inclined to see any
value in ayths.

drsl.hustin felt thet in the intramontane stateg of the
Colorado Siver droinage besin, time snd topographicsl inte-
gration afforded the sort of traditional basis for g roe
gicnal culture that mipght carry the 1iit of the next great
period in the history of the Englishe-speakinr people. In
her opinion, the [irst orld War showed that all phases of
English-speaking experience had been clearly dominatcd by

the cultural complex of Lnplande She sew in the new era

o

o
[

Lsenry Seith,"Whe Feel of the Purposeful Larth, dary
Austin's Prophecy," HNew iexieco yuarterly, Vol, I (¥sbruary
1, 1531}, pp« 29-30.
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after the war the possibllities of a new culture; and

"if in America}at all, where so likely as in the one
location where there is still comparatively a clear
field?"3

She thoughit that the topographical factors, the
beauty, variety, and fertility of the natural background,
were singularly well conditioned for the establishment of
such a culture. Besides, the combination of racial elenments
was pecullarly fortunate, To her, the combination of the
Nordic elements with the traces of aboriginal and exotic
found in the region seemed similar to the fualitics that
characterizedvthe beginnings of zreat cultures of the past.
In The Land of Journeys'® Ending she extended her

prophecy to reach the Iiio Grande, taking in all the ter-
ritory to the Rio Colorado. She could see a culture be=-
ginning with the aboriginal top-soil culture, rich in the
florescence of assimilation, to which was added the over-
flow of the golden century of Spain, melting and mixing with
the native stream to the point of producing a distinctive,
if not a fina1; pattern before it received its second con-
tribution from the American East.

By the Nordic race, she meant that type that, when its

¥ary Austin,"The Colorado RiVer Project and the Cul-
ture of the Southwest," Southwest Review, Vol. XIII
(October, 1927), p. 113.
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early representatives reached the land of its Journey's
ending, across the incredible adventure of the Banta Fe
Trall, was already established in a sense of race, 2 sense
at least, of reliance upon some deeply fleshed sinew of a
common adaptive experience. It kunew what i1t wanted and
moved instinctively by the shortest cuts to a generically
Hestern accomplishment.

Yor the first hundred years not many people reached
the Southwest who were not already partly assimilated to
it by their natures. 8he thought that the f'rst evidence
of cultural evolution was the volceless rhythm of aeccept-
aNCe8.."1aNd, 4 Y land..“4 Between this realization and the
veginning of cultural expression there lies a period, some-
times prolonged for generations. The length of that period
depends upon ihe adoption of native symbols for experiences
intimate and peculiar to that land.

Such. sgmbols must be generic, imege and super-
scription of the land's true regnaney. #e can no more
produce, in any section of the United States, a gulck
and charascteristlic dulture with the worn out currency
of classicism and Christianity, than we can do business
with the coinage of imperial Rome,

She bvelieved that in Wew Mexico snd Arizona we ap-

proach nearest, in the New World, to the cultural be-

ginnings whieh produced the glory that was Greece. Here

5
Ibid., p. 441
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the Spanish serves chiefly to mollify temperamentally the
aborlginal strain.

This idea had been in lrs.dustin's mind ifor some timej
and as early as 1908, when Ler novel Santa Lucla was pube
lished, she had said of California,

+he whole country here is sentient with something--
I hardly know what--but it cennot be shadowed forth in
Greek imaginings, they are not big encugh. If we had a
mythology here, it would be full of tall flame~colored
creatures that fill the heavens with ¢heir shiany wings.
Jo you know, we pride ourselves in the West on our
materlal -xcellenccs; but it seems to me that there ig
a hint all through ol the zreat fancies that make the
veginnings of new religions and new arts.... The things
I have in mind must e¢ome from the children horn here,
the children's children,®

irs.Austin's hopes for this reglon's being the seat
of a new culture received a set-back with the developnent
of the Colorado River ’roject, however., She was a rep-
resentative from New Mexico to the Zeven States Conference
and she wrote several articles voleing her opinion on

Houlder Dam and the Colorads River Project. She felt that
some of the states, Arizona in particular, were not treated

-

airly 1in the allocation of waterc. California was demand-

b

ing & larger share than she was entitled to, simply on the
grounds that she could use those waters, and the power from

them, "in her business, and use them now."

&,
o

‘ary Austin, Santa Lucia, pp.33-34.

7

fary iustin,"The Colorado ZRiver Froject and the Cul-

ture of the southwest,"Southwest Review, Vol,XIII (October,
1927), p. 111.
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4

She zaw tu@ region that she loved threastened. GShe
protested a;axn&* the wrongness of ‘one reglon's stealing
water from/an@ther rezion for its own lmmediate and reck-
less Fain. The culture that she had dreamed of as rising
out of & gra”ual industrialization of the country could not
be dOpéd for in the guick change and immediate industrial
serﬁ&ce that was to g row out of this gigantie engineering
eﬁterprise. At the natural pace of the land itself, much
could b% done toward esteblishing the desired culture. At
a buastgr’s vace the race was lost belfore it was begun.
Jne of the zreatest evils in American life, as she saw it,
was thaﬁ such hordes of people "benefit by, without under=-
standing the mechanistic basis of modern society."

wré. Austin felt thet this inciﬁent marked the first
failure ;for ﬁér prophetic giit.

he rGSQthent that Mrs. Austino hé@‘pver the city of
Los Af'élCa ta 1z the water of Owens;Vailey is rellected
in her n::ﬂ;r'fal‘2{‘1’1:»3If‘o;t;g.,L She could nev@r‘atand to go back
to the d sqlateneﬁﬂ of Inyo. She wanted\to kaeep the nmenory
of the once gﬁqaperin farms throughoat the valley and

the 1little bqwrs of Lone Fine, ¢ny@, Bishan, and Independencey

that had~0ﬁce Looked forward to growth and future develop-

ments -

| 8 l\ /
Ibid., p. 115.
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tr. denry Smith had some very illuminating remarks to
make on Mrs.dustin es a prophet, and a summary of what he
had to say about her views will be helpful at this point.
He felt that in trying to create a mythology for the
American race Mrs.hustin was undertaking a hard task.

It would tske generations to do that, and modern skepticism
toward it made an obstacle. He adaltted, however, that she
had seen the problem and made it clear.

Hers was a hard doectrine, and not easy.to understand,
but then we do net always understend poets. To say that
Mrs, Austin was a prophet 1mplies considerable passing of
Judgment on many things in American life, past and present,
It implies in the first place the acceptance cf a sort of
primitivisms a recognition of efforts to imitate Durope
in America as the natural desire of the infant to return to
the womb, tc reject the necessity of beginning life., This
would mesn that a great deal of American literature is
unimportant because }t is dmitstlive. It means that
american education is mainly wrong because it is trying
to puss on the wrong tradition. It lmplies the recog-
fiition of the [sct that Amerlecan education does not edu-
cate beczuse European tradition does not intimately cor-
respond to the American environment. To the custodians of
traditi@ns, such a rejection of standards and return to

primitivism means chaos. To a New Humanist, talk of
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f('// :
regional cglﬁﬁfésvsounﬁs Rousseauistic (and therefore evil)
or naiveffééa th@&efere ridiculous). lr.3mith draws anale
cgies”framﬁthe d@velapmemt of other cultures, however,
“which dq,notvﬁake Hrs.4ustin's ideas seem either ridlc-
ulous or evilg For one thing, perhaps we do not reslize
tha/léngth ofltﬁﬁe which must go to the creation of a civi-
li;a%ion; hﬁ%'tﬁé machinery may have accelerated all proce
esges jugiva3 ax§gen speads up all metabolisms of the

single<orranisn,

"4t ‘any rate, he thinks, here lies the positive iu-
plication of Mrs.Austin's prephecy.

/' Bhe, and the others who have spolten hefore her, and
those who shall speak after, impose upon Gmaricansg
the task of becoming a tribe, of builging a civiliza~
tion. Therc is no alternative: 1t is the cosmic
eyele of life renewing itself through birth, which
‘1s not only painful in itself (the child also suffers)
“but alse involves the assumption of functions con-
tinually h@yomq_tﬁe strength and understanding of the
new organism. Su it is in Ameries., It is not & time
to be 2% éase in Zion. o man can see fully within the
seeds of tlne, but all must see somewhat or listen to
those who can.. The only other way is dilettantism,
cyniclism, sterility, the refusaleof life; which is, of
course, the death ¢f the spirit,>

Hr.Dudley Wy

nn found many parsdoxes in Mrs.Austin's

aclivities, He suggested in an article in The ¥irginia
&E? Z«nter" “r

reglonalist wﬁdseyphilosaphy was, Lo a great extent,founded
,;}’, 4 [ 4

g i 3

that a person would hardly expect a

upon primitiviT@-ﬁo be a worker in prozressivist causes as

"~
Ay

jf{iﬁ%ﬂ:‘y S’&‘ilth, .Q_E& cétl’ je 320

5
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Mapy Austin wazs. He did not expect a regionalist to be a
pure prigitivist end against all that world-aware sophils~
tleates gtand for. But he did belleve that, in the light of
her pronouncements on the impenetrability of the folk, her
tirades against lntellsctusls and her other progressivist
sctivities were inconsistent, to say the least.
He found that some of the incensistencies could be
explained gway by chronology, but they could never Dbe
made simple because of the back<trackings and reversions
that Krs.dustin made down the line., He saw her evolving
from a progressivist, a radical, an intellectual problem=
solver, to a reglonalist whose falth was in the folk. He
saw her motive change from a general desire to change
Americz by leecturing to 1t, to an obsesslon that it had to
finﬁ 1ts roots by a poetic and mystical absorption in some
elements of the past., He said:
Such & streddling of the gep between the universa-
izigg tendeney of radleal intellectualism and the
loealizing tendency of cut-and-out reglonalism, lesves
no room for any argument. drs.dustin stands everywhere,
nystically divining. Her ¥oikeness, therefore, was
not gltogether primitivism, or escapism, or a systeam-
atlzed regionalisnm, or anything that can be labeled,
She is valusble not for giving a system but for nake-
ing us more dware, for extending the range of our

conselousness of our environment and our soclal pos-
sibilities.1ll

10
Dudley Wynn, "Hary Austin,%Woman Alone,"Virginia
guarterly Review, Vol. XIII (April, 1937), pe 255

11 |
Ibid.; pa. 256,
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Ls a prophet Hrs, Austin can stand even the vulgar
test of beling asked which of her prophecles have come true.
One thét 1s probably most evident and most closely related
to our everyday lli'e 1s Kary Austin's prophecy of the role
that women were to play in the new world forming about 'us
NOWe

A decade before the newer {orms of verse came into
fashion, she had forecast them and practised them. She
derived her methods from those primitive Americans near
whom she lived.

she recalled that when The Mercury bessn publishing

her One Smoke Jicories other margazines were not long in

following wlth the short, short story, which is the "true

”
. 12
Indian genre,”

Her interpretations ol various movements of opinion
and sentlment about religlon, forms of soclety, and educa-
tion, were {ar enough ahecad of the times to have the element

of prophecy in them.

&

The set-bacik that she experienced in not realizing
her prophecy of an dnmerican culture in Calileornla was only
s delsy for her., It was not g defeat. She merely changed

her scene of endesvor to New ilexice. During the last

12
Hary Avstin,"The Folk Story in Ameries,™ South
Atlantic Guarterly, Vol. AXXIII (January, 1934}, p. 19,
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years of her 1i7e she directed her efforts not so much to
speculstion about regionalism as to finding out 2ll that

she could about Indian and Spanish-imerican folk-ness.

Santa fe formed an ldeal setilng for her to pursue such a
étudy.' Here she could exercise her "genius lor beginnings."
Her approach at this time was more from the standpoint of
collecting ghan from prophecy, howsver,

io h@f hﬁﬁe in 3anta Fe, locatéd on L1 Camino del Sol,
she gayé‘tha\Spanish nase, '"Casa juerida.” That name means
"Beloved House," and it(vas 0 named because she meant to
bring héfe cherished things from her life adventure. It
served s a laborstory from which she could direct her work,
aﬁd it'#as a frequent meeting place for members of the
Iﬂdian?ﬁefehée Association and friends of Spanish artsg It
was b@ilt after the pattern of Spanish architecture, and
was situated in a place where irs,iustin had a good view of
the Sangre de Cfisto dountalins,.

;ﬁrs.ﬁﬁstiﬂ, with the help of Frank Apvplegate, himselfl
an grtist in many mediums, formed the Spanish Arts Soclety.
¥r. &pplegéﬁe had begun to colleect old works c¢. Spanish
colonial‘aﬁts, "santos," “"bultos," old furniture, and tin

work. He ®lso bought an old Spanish house and began to re-

store it.. ¥n the meantine, Mrs.fustin was collecetine Tolk
. , ’ : £

literature, plays, legends, and songs. They began their
work of revival by starting a Spanish market, and an

\ 5



exnibition with prizes. It ‘rew to bBe an annual "fiesta"

w
5

at Santa Fe, which was attended by the natives, but not very
successfully. There was a tendency to divert it to tourist
uses, which grew toc be an offense to the artists., The rew
sult was that Witter Bynner, John 8loan, and several other
artists set about to create a "Ilesta" thal should be
Spanish. They persuaded the natives and finally the rest

of the communlty so that it grew to be notable, and thor=
oughly native,

-

Later, Hdrs. Austin managed to buy an old private chapel
north of ZSanta ﬁs. She wss away from home lecturing at Yale
when Jre.applegale wired her that the family who owned the
chapel was abmu?fﬁm sell it to a curic dealegm. Hrs. Austin
could not bear tq‘think of losing this last éf little pri-
vate Spanish chapels, furnished forth with treasurss, carved
and painted ”saﬁtbsg“ and rare old prints. Its belng sold
to a curio dealé%, who would break 1t up for private sale,
seemed to her a loss ifreparable to those people who loved

the old thin‘s, "reredes," "corbels," alter paintings,

carved confessionals, and saints innumerable. In her book

Can Prayer Be answered? she tells of how she avpealed to

& man whom she scarcely knew at all for help. Within two
days be had obtained {rom a person who wished to remain
unknown the six thousand dollars necessary for the purchase

of the chapel, The "sanctuario" wss presented to Hew Mexico
>3
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s religious menmorial.

P}
E4:]

In a like manr :er, Lrs.dustin received noney for pure

tasing the plek of Frank 4 Applegatels collection of

i

et
o]

<

1

£
.

{
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{

E

tos" gftar he died. Hrs.hustin's work is 1iving now

in the work of the Socisty for the Revival of the Spanish
Aris. £he felc, even in the short time that she lived to
work with 1t, that 1t was broadening and exlending itself,
She felt a sense of aceomplishment in the fact that Spanigh
arts had shaken orff the dust or generations of neglect and
had established themselves in publiec estean,

another of her interests was an organdzation ealled the

Indian Art Fund. It began with g Yew pleces of jewelry,

o
P}
T
ol
£
1]

sets, and emzrolderies. The town of 3Banta

K,u

Fe was ssiked o rrovide & museum in whilch to store the

rapidly *r@wirg co llecflan which by this tine ”Gnudlﬁéh
t

-

objeets of Indian pottery. Aafter a vrotest Wibh the igoian
Bureav, over its wan ing to put an end to the Indian dances,
the croup {inally realized its desire. John D, Rockefeller
beceme interested in their collection, and furnished the
needed museum, Finally, the Indian arts reached a peint
where they have become fixed in the atlention of the
governuent,

Hrs, &gstin’s accomplishments in the revival of
Spanish ar%siand Indian culture are evidences that hep

prophecy for an American culture to grow up out of the
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Southwest may be, at some dlstant date, at least partially
realized. Before she died, she had somewhat altered her
prophecy. She had declded that Anericans in gensral were ine
teregted In being "cultured" rather than in creating cul-
tures.l3 She was stilll encouraged by the progress made so
far . OShe said that people who studled musiec intimately
were seelng developed a mode of musical expression which is
recognizably imerican. She believed thet & type of Aumerican
architecture wuas being crested, beginning with the architec-
tursl patiern developed among our Indian pueblos, and adding
stesl and aﬁapting it to our urban conditions. In literg=
ture we azre approaching forms that are natively expressive.

drse.anstin believed that by the time all of these

—

hin s are developed to the point at which they are in-

+

1

stinctive, and’complement one another in a genetlc relation
to Amerlean lif'e, we will have an american culture, tThe
southwest has everything to offer out of which competent
regional cultures are built--a magnificent landscape and a

rich snd appealing tradition. But she could see things

4

that would retard its development. She wrote:

but I see everywhere too much disposition to

overlay the tradition with complacencles of the
present hour and disregard the subtleties of the
scene for lmitations of whet bas besen conspicuously
rraised everywhere, tc feel confldent of an immediate
rise of cultural response. The business of interpret-
ing the West in wise and sultable ways of living will
13

Mary Avstin,"Foints of View," The Southwest Review,

Vol., XIV (1929), p. 475.
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be studious and long and only the humble zre likely to
sugceed, 14

Ho one would deny that the Scuthwest has the things to
offer that ﬁfs.ﬁustiﬁ mentioned. 7Tbe material has bean
pretty well displayed., classified, aﬁd pragented to the
world. What is needed now is interpretsotion., IT M¥rs.
fustin's propheey is ever rezlized, some disciples will
have to arise with something of her strong assured voice to
interpret and to encoursze the acceptance of the values
that inhere in the two pre-inglo cultures of HNew Mexico.

I think, since making & ecareful study oi ifary hustin,
that wy own presentation oif the Heritape ol New Mexico to
ay classes 1n the future can uot help but be colored by
some of the enthusiasms that lrs. Austin felt for the land
and the people there. I wonder 10 I shall not constantly
be looking for potentlal disciples who can carry on the

study that drs. dustin bezan.

Lapth Horlzon, Mrs. Austin's sutobiography, was pub-
: t B £ ! 1

lished in 1932, In June »f 1933 ¥rs.dustin was made

honorary Doctor of Letters by the faculty of the Univer-

15

sity o New Hexico. Hr, Fearrce described the occasion

14

15
she held thls title by an earlier honoring on the
part of 3lackbnren College in Carlinville, ITllinois,

Ibid., pe 477.
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as a memorable one for those who knew her. After the degree
was conferred, Urs.dustln, answered President Zimmernsn's
request By speaking briefly to the class of gradustes. She
sald,"l nave always been & learner, If the lhonors wiich come
to me are in any way deserved, it Is because through ay life

t

I have rone on learaine. do not latend to lsave off the

16
WTs, A8 tln died on fugust 13, 1934, of coronary Lhrombo=
sis, alter an illness of several months., Hothin: of state
ceremony attended her funeral riftes, Prayers were reuad by
the minister of the Eplscopal Church. Two poems were repeated

LS

which liary Austin hsd written when her imagination looked fore
ward to this hour,"Going Vest" and "When I Ao Dead."” lhere was
no music. 4 temporary intermant was mrade in the vault of the
Catron family.

4 memorial service was held by her friends in the week
following the entombment. 7lizaheth Shepley Sergeant,
Alelens Cltero Warren,Ernest Thospson Seton,alice Corbin
Henderson, and Ina 3izer Czssidy talked on various interests
of her life. Poems in memoriam were ready by Joha Gould

w -

k] " - Tee 4 4 1
Fletcher, Loren Iissley, and Witier “ynner.™’

ihe arrangement for Hary Austin's burisl was left in

Te i. Pesrce, The Beloved louse, p. 190.

17
Ibid., Pp. 213-216.
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rustees of her estste, and stranpge cireum-
4] o

nath of her

affairs before they were set-

enaining in the Catren vault for two

wzs remanded to the mortuavy for incinera-

npson offered a site for her grave on

7y,

ine trustees considered nurylng

of "Casa Juerida,™ but the neighbors ob-

Jected Lo thiat. Another susrestion wss to keep her ashes in
in the agssenbly room of her house. When the moriuary

an urn

& i
Lhie

af ter keeping

the trustees {insll:

peak of liount !

they were

In a tribute to Mary Austin after

wrote:
Deatn

ly for many

iary sould have aced it and won.
quered pe.ore,

senled in a

cme in her sleep ir
guarded ﬁﬁ‘eut though the wateh had
m\HfMS. ‘One has the feeling

propertie

#
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ned to vacate its

her ashes were carried to the

de Cristo Liountsins, where
b

arcophazus of native stone,
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her death T. . Pearce

the afterHOUI in an un-
seen kept constant-
4 e v b TN v
that waking Dr.
Her will had con~

Jow she entered into a new world of ex-

périaﬁce which 'she has drawn near at other times. Arnd

she will wrlte a zreater book than she has
whi cb celebrates
Dlw»«ciov*' horizon,

fore, a bao

t‘u L LIA @
T R, " 2
Sary Ausiin

ghe fell as

33
sald

il sho

written be-

pot the earth horizon,

S8

EA S

that when she completed her autoblography,

had "ordered her hearse." The closing lines

18

Te Ile Penrce,

Guarterly, Vol.:

tin 1T
IV.{ dugust, 19343, PRe 233- 934.
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of that book are fitting lines to sum up her life's activitles.

I have kuown, to some extent, what the Earth
Horizon has bPGﬂ thinking about easurably, its

Ly

reople and its thouvghts have cwme to me. I have
seen that the American schievenant is made up of

two splendors the splendor of individual re-
laflonshi 8 @f power, the power to make and do rather
than nerely to pO83885, the aristocracy of creative-

nessy and that other splerdor of realizing thot in

tha 4che“? layers of ourselves we are lncursbly
collectlve. At the core of our 4damerindian life we

are consumsated In the dash and color of collectivity.
It is not that we wors upon the Cosmos, but it works
in use. I suffer because I achieve so 1ilttle In this
relatixa, aild rejoice that I have felt so auch. e
ig omuelh a3 I am able, I celebrate the Zarth Horizon.t?

et

19

ary tustin,larth Horizon, v.
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