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CHAPIER I
INTRODUCT LON

Staiem&mt of Problen

The zchools of teoday are fascing new challenges, 70
meet these new challenges the sdiocdls will have to offer a
wlder scope of service, The "Community School® ides has
baen gaining in recognitlon the past few years and is one
that merits careful congideration., Ihe problem of this
study 1s to make an snalysis of the claims of the com~
munity school., In doing this the fellowing guestions will
be considered:

1, %hat are the claims for a community school?

2. What 1s it like?

3. dhat is it trying to do?

Evidences of what it is doing will be given by citing
specific cases and pointing out speelfic contributions of

egeh school.

Purpose of This dtudy
The depression brought sbout & marked change in our
social system. This rapid, bewildering chenge has broughi

serious soclial problems. We live today in a strange new



world, a world of technologiecal progress, expanded popula-
tion, rapid communication, urtanization, industrialization,
ethnic hetereogeneity, and extreme personsl mobility. Millions
of familles live below a level of decencyj crime sweeps the
nation in inereasing cycles; labor and capital battle for
supremacy; raclal hatreds and differences arise. In

America people are torn between the "Isms", which are seek-
ing public recognition and acceptance. Pacificism, milita-
rism, nationalism, Internationalism, individualism, and
democracy vlie with one another. Problems of control, per-
sonal maladjustment, defentlsm, and insecurity are of ma jor
importance in daily life. In the rursl sections the old
type of community has tended toward disinteératicn. in
backwood  sections life has become stagnant,

All of this change, both urban and rural, has had a
marked influence upon education. Hducation 1s somewhat at
the cregsrpadsg¢ To meet and solve these bewildering 50~
cial changes the schools will have te shift from the old
set traditional program and accept the newer flaxible
prograrm. The newer conception that the school can not
stand apart Ifrom life and that education is life, will
nave to dominate the new program. Since this is beconing
the prevelent idea more resﬁensibiiity Talls upon the
school. It follows, therefore, that the community school

would be the logical sceial ageney In helping solve the many



problems, The school has always been the center of interest
in the community. The cooperative enterprise gives the

young real opporiunity at real social living.

i)

It is the purpose of this investigation to make a care-

<

ful study of different community schools, and to determine
to what extent they are promoting the education of the child

and neeting the needs of the community in whieh he lives.

Source of Dats

An extensive study of leading education books, journals,
magazines, bulletins, and reports was made for the informa=-
tion used. In making this library study the author tried to
delve into the underlying philosophy of the trends of the
community school. Those cases in which community schools
have made greatest contributions were given particular at-
tention.

Alter determiningz the general nature of the community
school and the needs for 1t, the wrlter decided that the
next step was to determine what areas should be considered.
The following were agreed uponi

1. The desirable type of community school education
for ehildren, youth, and adults.

2+ The description of a specific communlty and its
needs.

3+ The curriculum intended to meet the needs of the
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EDUCATIONAL BASES FOR COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Today more and more emphasis is beling rnlsced upon g
closer relationshiy belween public schocls and the areas they
serve, Willlam H, EKilpatrick strassei the significance of
the community approach in education,

A large number of educators are advdcating that the pub-
lie schools can and should take an active part in . the process
of soclal reconstruction which is under way in the United
States. But hefore the schools can do their part properly,
the beliefl in the old traditional type of education will
have to be replaced by the bellef in a more realistic ap~
proach to education today., Present dsy educators strive
to Lreak down the traditional belief by stressing the fact
that life and learning are intimately interrelated. They
also stress the fact that study and lesrning have in them
more of the active and inter-active quality that charscter-
ige life - and life in soclety - than most schools and

school people have been willing to recognize., They base

1
Samuel IZverett, The Community Sch s De 1o

W



the present day educational program upon the fact that educs-
tion is life,

Comnunity learning begins in early infancy in the family.
This early famlly learning constitutes the beginning stazes
of the all-important, ever-widening community lesrning, It
also gives to the child its distinetly human charscter its
very selfhood. Ilan 1is inherently soclal., His very selfw
heod, hig mind, his consclence, his sense of personal respon-
gibility, his very individuality are achieved only in the
soclal situation. To achieve these the culture, or social
inheritarce, is of supreme importance. It 1s thig social
inheritance which gives to life its human quality, its
chlef richness, those elements in experience which we most
value and most enjoy, ¥an becomes human snd lives the
human life only as he shares throughout it all in social
contribution.

It is through the group culturs that the young are
molded. Thig cultural molding of the young to the group
patlern is a matter of learning, In our country each
sectlion has a diflerent culture from the other sections.
These different cultures bring sbout socisl preblems, This
unbalance brings about a social and political danger.

Ihis in turn puts an undue strair upon the individusl.
Y0 coumbat this strain a betier bulance to our culture will

have to be restored, To do this we must seek & more
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These various cénsiﬁeratioﬁs lead to the conclusion
that the cooperstive community enterprise furnishes the only
complete unit of educationsl procsdure. It alone smbodiles
in the living instances all the varied aspects of human
life. The community enterprise has further advantsages.
It presents & real and actual situation to deal with, with
all the advantages, thereln, over any merely imagined or
reported situation. Thinking is stimulated and tested,
Reality about actual facts calls for valid thinking, The
schocls have a great obligation to build stronger and more
effective social attitudes, habits, and outlooks to ime
'pré%a our social order by participating in actual cou-
munity problems.

‘Before a more detalled account of present educatlional
trends is given, it will be well to understand just what is
meant by the term community. It has been stated that the
child is a part of the social structure and is influenced
throughout his life by the community in whieh he lives,

According to Cooi:

f/

01y,

ine community is simply a particuls® type of
spatial group plus 1ts culture, an activily eircle
wiich embraces the inhabitants of an area and fune-
tions in a specific manner. A community is & popu-
lation aggregate, inhabiting a coutiguous territory,
integrated through common experlences, possessing &
number of basic service institutions, conscious of
its local unity, and able to act in a corporate
capacity, 2

D
3 ,
Loyd A. Coolty Community




william Yeager gives a more detaslled picture of the
community. If the school is made to function and to serve the
community as it should, all aspects of the community will
have to be taken into consideration. Communities are Formed

when varying interests of familles

i)

nd individuals merge.
There is a certaln activity ares eubracing functions of Pro=
tection, culture, baslic serviee lastitutions, consciousness
of local unity, and participation in religioug,educational,
business, political, social and other common sctivities.
Fithal iz a certain cha acterizihg homogenelity and what
might be deslignated as community spirit,

The historle part of any community is always Intereste
ing, There are experiences that concern Bany and prove @s-
sential in knéwiﬁg the community. Famlly relationships,
thelr rejoicings and sorrows, church affiliations, feuds,
and sentimental attachments are some of the aspects of come
munity expressiong. These may touch the pudblic school at
many points. There are patterns of shops, and stores,
lelsure activities, relilef and welfare agencies, political
affiliations, social and fraternal alignments, and vivid
personalities which always enter inte the ploture Gf\ﬁﬁ&*

munity life,

3

Willlam Yeager, Home-School-Communit
pp. 119-121,

delations,
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Community life is best evidenced through its form of
expression. It may express ltself religlously. Famlly

x

clans may dominate or war con each other, thelir causes lying

i}

deep in the past. PF-litical adherence to one party or crsed
may be the contrelling mode of community expression., There
wlll elways be found dominating Individuals, controlling
organizations, or business cooperatlons that seeix to cone
trol the community.

Communities may be urban or rural., They may consist
of rursl areas or small towns or large urban areas rather
closely knitted together or spread out over a wide area.
ihere may be communities within communities with racial
unity or racial and social hetsrogeneity, Communities are
organized around many motifs, as religion, race. an in-
dustrial estabvlishiment. or residential area,.

Communities are settled or mobile, natural or remote
in geographical setting, rich and poor, of varying race,
languages, cultures, traditions and mores. Interests are
usually common. There is & cdertaindegree at least of
totality, that i$¥s@cial groups functioning more or less
harmonicusly in some total experience of community 1ife,.

Une of the significant educational rends growing out
of the depression period is the increasing emphasis placed
upon. the community school, Arthur Hoehlman gives the folw

lowling definition of a community schools
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Community school may be congidered as a descriptive
term applying to that type of institutionasl organization
which recognizes ihe partnershiy conception in Ameriean
public education and the eontinuity of the educational
process on the adult as well as the child level and which
is well integrated with the communlity it serves. It nay
exist In large, as well as small, urban centers, although
the most rapid development is taking place in the smaller
more flexible and intimate gommunities and in those
places in which sound structural reorganizatinn is chang-
ing the obsolete district system into a grouping of '
natural educational, economle and soclal interests based
upon the related urban and rural land use, Thiz mova-
ment is only in its infancy but offers in many ways the
nost significant possibilities for general improvement
in the general educaticnal plan. 4

The desirable future school distriet should be based
uponn the function to be performed, Educational, social,
and econemie considerations must predominate with arbltrary
or academic concepts of sige, numbers, and financial abllity
as contributing hut distinctlly secoadary factors. The de~
velopment of the loeczl school district to meet the echild and
adult educatlional needs and to serve as an impartial, non-
partisan, non~-sectarian, classless agency for the development
of adult soecial ang politicsl competency is of much greater
importanee than mere statlistical standards of mechanical ef-
Ticlenecy. From the functional standpoint, administrative
and organizalioml practice must adjust teo the more important
soclal needs,.

Educators are recognizing the fact that there 18 only

one subject matter for education and that 1s life in all its

2

rﬁrthur B. Moehlman, "The Community School, ™ the Hation's
Schools, XXV ( January, i94ﬁ), 15«16, ’



manifestations, John Dewey 1s the most important single
force in fostering this idea, and in promoting the neway
moveuents in education., He siresses learning as a soclal

process. In his Pedaroglc Creed he zives the basic prin-

ciples underlying education for the child in a real life
situation:
iy Pedsgogic Creed
Article I -~ What Sducation Is

I believe that

all education proceeds by the participation of the
individual in the social consciousness of the race...,
the only true education eomes through the stimulation
of the child's powers by the demands of the sociml
situations in which he finds himself, Throuzh these
demands he is stimulated bo aet 45 a wember of a unity,
Lo emerge from his original narrowness of action and
recling, and to conceive of himsell from the stand-
point of the welfare of the group to which he belonres,
“hrough the responses which others make to his ow:.
actlvities he comes %o know what these mesn in social
terms,

Article I - “hat the School Is

I believe that v

the school 18 primarily & social institution, Educa-
tion beling & socisl process, the school is simply that
form of community 1ife in which 811 those agencies cone
centrated that will be most eflective in bringing the
child to share in the inherited resources of the race,
and to use his own powers for social ends,

education, therefore, is a process of 1iving and
not a preparation for future living,

the school must represent present life - 1ife as
real and vital to the child as that which he ecarries
7

) "The Furposes of Zducation in smerican Democracy,™
Education Folicies Commission, p. 19,
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on in the home, in the neighborhood, or on the play-
ground,

that education which does not eceur through forms
of life, forms that are worth living for their own sake,
is always a substitute for genulog reulity, and tends to
cramp and Lo deaden,

muich of present education fails because il negleets
this fundamental brinciple of the school as a form of
communiiy life. It concelves the sehool as a place
where certaln information is to be glven, where certain
lessons are to be learned, or where vertain abits are
to be formed. The value of these is conceived asg lying
iargely in the remote future; the child must do these
things for the sake of sonething else he is %o aoy
they arve mere preparstions, As a result they do not
become & part of the life experlence of the child and
50 are not truly educative,

the child should be stimulated and controlled in
hils work through the life of the community,

article II1 - The Subject NMatter of ducation

I believe that

the social life of the ehild is the basis of
concentration, or correlation, in all his training or
growth. The social life gives the unconscious unity
and the background of all his efforts and of all his
attainnents,

Article V - The School ang Social Progress

I belleve that
sducation is the fundamental method of socigl
progress and reform,

all reforms which rest simply upon the enactment
of law, or the threatening of certain renalties, or
upon changes in mechanieal or outward arrangements,
are transitory and futile,

gducation is & regulation of the process of coming
o share in the socisl consciousness; and that the ade
Justment of individual activity on the basis of this
soclal consclousness is the only sure method of soecial
reconstruetion,
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this conception has due regard for both the in-~
dividualistic and socialistic ideals. It is duly
individual because it recognlizes the formation of &
certain characier as the anly genuine basis of right
living. It is soclialistic because 1t recognizes that
this right character is not to be formed by merely
individoal precept, example, or exhortation, but rather
by the influence of a certain form of institutional or
community 1ife upoh the individual, and that the social
organiag through the achoal, as its orgen, may de-

ermine ethical results

it is the business of averyone interested in edu-
cation to inslist upon the school as the primary and most
ective instrument of social progress and reform In
that society may be awal uned Lo realize what the
anl stands for, ava arousaed to the necessilty of
en }WLﬂg the edueat Lor with sufflelent equipment properly
to perform his ltasi,

_Y?b
order
.
S0
sl
i

Since 1902 thousands of educztor:s have accepted

;Z’ ks
ot
Yomed
P~
0

viewpoint of Dewey as fundamental in education. Eillpatrick

expresses hls opinion concerning the eduecation of the com-

(1) Respect for rersorglityas such; (2) the moral

obligation t@ take mccount of all cgnsaquarces of one's
ac*w*(Ja exch human 1z inherently social in origin and
Cnazactar*(él rapid change makes strategic demands on
thought and ducat*aﬂ'(ﬁ personal integretion depends
lﬂ go@d measure on the character of the survﬂundlnv

Lf?*(é) the individual can in ereative 1Rt£lllé@nce
rise above his Lultur@'(/l we nust always have regard
{or the whele child in modern blologleal ¢ terms, the
arganlsm acts ag a whale, and the tone unit is the
organism and its environment;(8) the school can not
stand apart from life. Euucaﬁion ig 1ife, 7

)

3
John Dewey, Education Zoday, pp. 2=17.

A g

L]
/
e He Eilpatrick, "The Jocial Fhilosopiy of Progressive
Bdueation," Progres viva Zgucation (May, 1935), p. 20,




ABurre =nd Shumsker slsgo stress real life situvations asg
i)

g sl

%

basic reguirements of the new educations They give ex~

perience as the keynote of the new educatlion, The malerials
of educatieon are as broad and inﬁerrelated 88 1life itselfl,
“his experience has a two-fold significance. Ihe aims of the
new education eoncompass it all; on the one hand maximum
growth in crestive self-expression, on the other, tolerunt
vnderstanding of self and soclety. Uolerant understanding
and aritigal guestioning are important. There is a& wide-
spread indiflerence to matters of publice concern, inability
of the majority to desl intellligently with their collective
alfalrs 1s seen on every hand, There is also difficultly

in oblaining a rﬁaemﬁéﬁ populsr judgment on an industrial

or political lssue, The school is the oniv apgency at all
wipped Lo prepare twenty-three milli@n young people to

moet the diffieulties of our complicated industrial civilizae
Lion. llence the nmew school faces the urgent need of pro-

dueing in 1ts populsilon attitudes of tolerant understand-

oute

funity have bzen brought about rapildly. Complexity has re-

placed simplicity in human relations., Independende has

Harold Ru

3ehool, ppe 984

and Ann Shumacer, The Child-fentered




been shattered asg an ideal Dby the brutal reality of int@rQ
dependence, These new problems are hers to slay. The comn=
plexity of the provlems demand a common covperative en-
Jeavor on the part of all concerned, in the interest of a
better democratic way oi living for sll childres, Ob-
viously then, the education of the child Is a cooperative

endeavor, Hore desirable learning situations that will

lead towsrd s Detter sociasl order are Lo ba sought.

m
fa
fout
ﬁ}
3
Sl

America ig a land of immense diversity. It is
of mountain and pralrle hamlets, ranches, billowing wheat
rields, mid-west corn farms, tobacco patches, cotton plan-
tations, beet [ields, sugar groves, and cans brakes. There
are teeming meiropoliiten areas, smoke-dimmed factory centers,
o0il towns, cosstal cities, fishing towns, - mining towns,
and thousands of middle~size pleasant houmie towns. There
are 16,360 incorporsted places In the United States rang

ing from g mere handful to FHew Yori's seven milllons,

w3
g
e
fada
+3
o

verage population is under 5,000 and hall of all the
places have fewer than /00 inhabitants. Each of these
rlaces presents 1ts own unique problem.

Sech comunitly has its young peoples. In these youn

people lies the horpe of the ruture, ¥hat shall be done for

*

. M. Chambers, Ihe Community asnd Its Joung Feople,




them? Paul Hanna states his opinion that 1t is up %o educa-
tion and social leadershipy to direet the youth,

Children and youth, millions of them the world
over, restless with tremendous energies! Communities,
thousands of them from Pole to Pole y enbrazcing the con-
ditlions and the materials fron which we may create a
far more ideal environment for better living! On the
one hand, the great enerzy of youth reguilring only a
dynamic purpose to make that force the nost construc-
tive factor in zocial progress. Oa the other hand,
cultures rich in potentialities, needing a grest con-
structive force in order to reslize the abundant human
life which they are capable of providing. To coordinate
these Llwo mighty resources -- %o harness the cnergy of
youth to the task of vrogressively improving cone
ditlons of community life -~ that ls the suprene chal~
lenge to educational and social statesmanshin, 10

Hdost any community plcked at rendom will disclose cone
ditlons thaet are not ideal. In a typicel rural community
will be found undesirable health practices and & sad lack
of correct diet and Toed habits. The antigquated agricultural
practices in crop planning, seed selection, planting, cul=
tivating, and harvesting still prevail., Soil conservation
is unheard of in scme rlaces. Scientifie knowledge of
ralsing stock, pouliry, and hogs is given no consideration,
In very few commmnities do you find cooperative buying
and marketing to supnlant the income. There 1s need

for recreation and amusement in the community., In

10

Paul danne, Zouth BCIVes th&.ggﬁﬁuﬂitV, Ps 21.




many places the hone

modern conveniences.

antion to

are unattractive, small, and have no

These homes could be lumproved by at-

the coler, mony, balance, and form of the

POGHS ildings, and grounds. The planting and cultivation
of plants, trees, and flowers would add teo their attracltive-~

nesgs LY

in locsl }

in

terest were aroused, ILvery countryside is rich

wlgtory that would add to the culture of the come

punlty if it were cethered and preserved, Bach of these com~
munities is rich in petentislities , each has - untapped human
resources and rsvw materials which need organization for the
pleagsure and profit of the individuzl membersg of the con-

g
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the air

wban ereas llkewise present problems. Town and
ive without full bYenefit of sun and air and

-

Smoke 1s o mensce obscuring the sun

with unpleasant dust particles in the

dusiriel cenlers. Fresh alr and suniight are presliuvums in
tng more congested slum districts and crowied aparinent

houses,

are crowded close
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alr,. his
organized
whiare one

handicaps

in the economie sitrurpgle for space, bulldings
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nded bl in the

re aexts
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together gh

same egonomle space crowds out the less well-

human needs for parks, playgrounds, open places

can play and enjoy the nastural environment, These

to physical health seriocusly afiect the mental
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health of urban dwellerz, Thsthetlcally our cities are ugly

rather than charning, to the nerves rather than

regtful, There s marked ev!

tence that the urban pattern is
producing character tralts of such anti-soclsl ruthlsss
neture that seclal Institotions may not be able Lo with-

o TR I
atand the reasu

A G ERPE. B
alffacted Soon.
. 4 e o T YT d et e & G g Y4
Co Lo Liller bomrs this belief and exyprosses his
o d gm B RS R I T IO Y s . oL
opinien in an srticle, "The Jity Zlenmentarv Schonl Y
£ % o P *

The process of urbanization has been so rapid
d”rinw fhe last generation and especially in the last
dacade thal we have only begun to realize its sig-
n*¢’h ance as related to the change In the human being,
& new type of human being ls being ereated by the urban
anvirenment, e is net s new bzakow cal species but a
aegw wind of personality, sroduct not of LL@ fanily,

& me#

the play group, and the ;cig?»arwaoﬁ, but of the urban
way of ldf? %ﬂa of the Great foclety,
The clty ij,” haws a tr rroblen Lo overw

come living &s he does in an en 7??OHF nt of continuous
and chaotle gtimuletion, rigld mechanization, eold im-
personali ty, selfish commerc *alism, and uanfuseﬁ and
conplex 0L ,huathJn. The ecity school must recognize
t?ese di ences vetween pural 11&@ and urban life

a0 ¢

gecordingly, 11

WL ks

“he modern city olementary sehool teday and temorrow
cannot of 1tself ignore these outstanding eity character-

must have the help of the community and

11
Co La u;ller "lhe Clty Plementary School and Come

manity lelatlons z atﬁnga;,ﬁl@mentggz Bringipal, “XIT
(&ﬁ?l&, 1943), 131,
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its resources., It must plan the program accordingly.
The halls of the school should extend to the doorstep
of the home and the lnstitutions of e community and back
aggain to the school, 1ts actlvities should assist the
ehild at home snd the home should assisgt the child at school,
There is a definite trend to show that the school staflfl
ig becoming nore aware thal the school is a secilal institue

tion and that its maln purpose is educakion for the cone
< h s

Lo

manity both now and tumorrow,

Yhis trend alsc recognlzes thal the superiocr type of
citigenship does not hapven but that it is the product of
{four teaching influences , the home, school, comuunity.
and church.

ihe broader aspect of the school's function in &
dezocracy has finally and actually been recopgnized., It is
now to be the central disseminator of humen helpfulness to
all the eitizens of the community., The schocl progrsm of
the {future will be extended te include informstionsl and
counselling services and it may also properly include the
distribution of relief to the community, There are a number

of trends in this direction. The school day is being
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‘H@@raea, and they elke out a bare existence. 4 crumbling
eotton econony and a precarious tobacco economy are re-
ducing the people to a state of economic insufiiclency,

Yet the South has a superabundance of nstural re-
sources, a fertile land, and a provident climate. It is
sossible to build a great southern civilization based on an
azriculture develoszed far beyond that of other ssetions,

“Let the southern rural school become a cenler of hap-
py comrunlty life, serving the homes, building health, fos-
tering wholesome recreation, recognlizing civic needs, en-
aouraging sclentific agriculture - and there will come into

14
the rural life a new vitality,®  Brewton declares.

.

As community life in Aserieca tskes on a new signiflicance
it ig in turn demanding an educational program that is
adapted to 1ts needs and best interests. ﬁart has well
stated the significance of ﬁh@ compunity in the total
gducation of the childs

«  ihe true educational mgency 1is the camﬁﬁﬂity within
dich and by means of which the individual conmes to
wiatever maturity he rusches. DBy and larwa, the qualities
of that community will be reflected in its members,
Variously, of course, as they have varicus capacities for
respanﬁing to 1ts impacts, and as they touch varlous
facets of its existence. The real prcbiem of seducation,
then, becomes that of making a community thet shall be
expressive of humanity, present and to come@avse

“The problem of education is the problem of community




o
Lad

maiking, in the most fundamenial sense of the term. The
problem of the school ig merely a chepter in that more
inelusive problem, 8Schoel lg important, Bul an une
related school - 5 school that iz unacquainted with, or
indifferent %o, the world within which it ig attempling
to operate, the world from which its Ypupils® come
ezch morning and to which they must go back each eve-
ning = 1s an impeériinence, The vitalities of life are
in institutions. 15

'fh@ school, thersfore, must perform a speeial funetion

in promoting the eommon welfare of the community., <his in-

tardey@ndaﬁca ol ihe school and community in’ﬁha education~

al process is being stressed by recent writers on rural

educatlion, |
Langlitty Cyr, and Hewsom say

The responsibility of the school in the future should
be conealved in terms of the larger needs of the com-
munity of whiech 1t is a party (1) the school should under-
stand the community ~ its strength, its weaknesses, and
its needs; (2) the school should take the leadership in
promoting the welfare of the community through other
agencies as well as through 1ts own programj (3) this
leadership implies that the school should cooperate with
agencies In studylng and eppraising the community; (4)
the scheool should also cooperate with other sgencies in
coordinating communities and 1life; (5) the school
through 1ts staff, pupllg, program, and facilities should
gnrich other community ac%i?ities immediately and
directly. 16\ ‘

#illian Carr furiher stresses the importances of linke

17
ing the schools with life, 'The American educational system
15 .
J. K¢ Hart, 4 Social Interpretation of Hd on, pp.427-28,
14 '

“R.E, Langfitt, ©,W,Cyr, N.W.Newsom,The Small Hi
Sehool at Hork, p. 34 s »ihe Small High

5 17Qumted byBFiereaca Cs Bingham,
Lenoeracy, ope 34~39.

*
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is unique because of the close relation between the loesl
school and the locsl community it serves,

The basic policies of education are lald down in each
democratic community, That is why every Amerlean school can
be different from every other Anerican school, That is why
there is such great opportunity for experimentation and
Progress.

The school must learn to use the community as = great
living, laboratory and textboolk of eivic and personal life,
The community and its problems must be studied at first ﬁana,
One can not learn all about 1life by reading books,

Not only must the school learn to use the community ef-
fectively as a means of education: 1t nusﬁ also render
service to the canmunlty,‘ The young peopla of America want
to do something that is useful and dignified by way of
service to soeclety. Some plonser schoolsg have already found
any ways in which young people may do worth while things to
meke life better in the community in which they live.

The school usaes the eommunity but the comnunity must
use the school, Hodern schools have shops, libraries, gyme
Nasiums, swimming poclse, playgrounds, auditoriumes, little
theaters, science laborétaries, and & host Qf other faeili-
ties that ought to be at the service of the community,

The publie schools belong to the people of the COm~

munlty. They have built and paid for themn, They manage them



through their elected representatives under state laws, Fube-
lie school education recognizes no race, color, creed, or
gcononmic or social condition of the homes from which the
children come. There is ne institution in any community so
truly "of the people, by the peopley and for the people" as
its public schools!

It is loglcal then to assuwe that the educatlonal and
soclal uplift of any community should be broedly for all
of its ciltigens., Vhenever the means of education can be
applied, benefits will accrue,

As early as 1903 Charles W, EBlict, speaking before the
Hational Tducation Association. declared:

Fublic education ought to be the most productive of
all industries; and its plant should be more fully
utilized than any other....The schoolhouse should be the
most active social center of the neighborhood..,.Pull
utilization of the school plant is the only true economy
the present inadequate use of the schoolhouse is waste-
ful precisely in proportion to the costlinéss of the
grounde and bulldings, and reform in this respect means
a larger and b@tt@rlyield, physically, mentally, and
morally from the public scheols, and %herefmr@ & signifi-
cant mdditien to the health end wealth of the nation and
to the public happiness, 18“} :

Engelhardt further stresses the importance of a school
A 19
plant that 1s made to funciion for the community,
The changing needs of the people are stimulating & re-

congideration of what constitutes the proper school

15 o
Charles W. Eliot, "Fuller Utilization of the Publie
School Plant " Hationas

| L Education Associsiion Proceedinss
(19@3:1% Ps 23’-?., K

HalsBngelhardt, Plannlos the Community Schoo s P 60,
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our democracy. There are population changes that affect edu-
cation. Famlly size is being reduced, elemsniary enroll -
ments are decreasing, and for the time being, secondary en-
rellments are increasing, The latter 1s largely dus to the
lack of employment opportunity and the extension of age
groups falling back on publie education for economic solu=
tions to their problems., The productive economic 1ife span
of individusls is being reduced, The readjustment from job
to job is regquiring new gducational programs, The moere
process of successful llving in our demoeracy is inereasingly
placing responsibility upon educational forces for aid and
enlightment, Democracy's need for substituting intel-
ligent local planning and responsibility for centrslized
state and national dictation suzrests local provisions and
oppertunities for education far beyond what many schools
have offered in the past, fﬂducaﬁimn for family lifey un-
derstending of children, hémembuilding, econonmice adjust-
manty personal freedom and tolerance, improvement of come
munity government, elimlination of graft and crime, and the
stimulation of wholesome cultural aims can only be secured
for the messes when the public school facilities are
planned and uvsed for such worth while objaéﬁives.

& new stimulatlon of community consciousness and the

creation of new community solidarity would produce
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eonsiderable enhancement of demoeratic living throughout
the nation., The nation will be as sirong as its communi-
tiges. Commuaities will be improved only as their citi-
zens vecome better versed in the principles of community
living and have opportunity for study and practics in
all realms of the arts, sclences, and group activities af~
fecting community life. 8ome of the organiged progranms
of community rehabilitation and adult education belng ecar-
ried on lmn various parts of the country are experiments in
enriched community livingp}

?he'e&mmunity schoalvplaﬁt of the future need not be
a monumental affair. It should be planned functlonally, its
units may be widely distributed, its acreage should be large,
and its grounds should have the best of natural cdvantages
that the community offers, fThe school bullding can not
stand apart {rom the comuunity with a traditional currice-
vlum and a traditional use. As Tar as possible the school
through its faecilities sheuld be permitted to contribute
to the improvement of living for adults as well as chile
dren, In the new planning every sdjustment should be made
to meet this combination of needs. The child belongs to
the parents in a demoeracy. The ehild's school should
gttract the parents and be planned for the needs of the

parents and community.’
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fﬁe@rge Cates saysy "In America demoegracy is education
22 N
and education iz democracy,Y 2 !

/Baucation and democracy are two convergent ldeals.) In
America the underlying philosophy of our education grows
out of the values in our democratic faith. Philosophy re-
fleeted upon socizl 1desls and education is the effort to
actualize them into human behavior. To understand the
nature and source of @ﬁr underlying philosophy of education
it is necessary to examine and understand the fundamental
values in our democracy. The tenets of our demoeratic faith
aret

1. Falth in the worth and dignity of the individual.

2. TFaith in the common sclution of our common problens.

3s Feith in intelligence, rather than force in solv~

ing problems,. |

4. Paith In ordered, man-purposed end man-dirccted

23 ~
change.

The schools today must do more than pass on the cultural
heritage of the past. They must act 2s one of the ageneles
vital to the dynamic reconstruction of a soecinl order that
men want because they know that men-purposed and man~directed

change 1s possible, even necessary,

22
George G, Gates, "4 Philosophy o
Demoeratic Faith," Iducational Administ
KXVIII (Mareh, 19427, 170-100,
23
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It is for this reason that educatlon must make changes
net only in its own program, but also in the whole ol so=
clety., Instesd of walting for soclety to demand a change
in the educational prograzm, the educatl onal program thrﬂugh
the school and other agencies must bring about desired
change., Only by such action can education actualize the
éemacrétic value of man-purpose and man-directed change,

The tenets glven previously are deep-rooted ia the pur-
poses and life processes of men. Since these values are
deep~rooted in the purposes and life processes of men, it
Tollows that the philesephy underlying education is deep~
rooted in the 1ife of the people.

The democratle way of life is the inclusive purpose
of American edueaﬁiﬂmwffﬁhe general aim of education at
the présaﬁt time is the fullest possible development of the
individual within the framework of our present inﬁustrialized
demogratic soclety,

Demoeracy hias become a great socigl idesl established
on definite prineiples., These principles and ideals must
be preserved in order to assure the happiness and security
of the American people. To preserve this democracy and to
create a sultable environment for the growth of democratic

principlesy education was instituted. “The publie school is



America's contribution to the cause, continuance, and pres-
| 24
ervation of demoeracy.

There are certain rights and privileges which children
can and should enjoy if the principles of democracy are to

thrive. These are expressed in the "Purpcse of IHducation
, 25
in American Democracy,."

To achleve the minlmum essentials of denocracy,
namely: (1) the general welfare, (2) civil liberty,
(3) the consent of the governed, (4) the appeal to
reasony and (5) the pursuit of happlness, four groups
of objectives are ldentifled:

1. the objective of self-realization

2, the objective of human relationship

3, the objeetive of economlie efficiency

4, the oblective of givic responsibility

Education has a deflinlte resvonsiblility in the achieve-
nent of all af_tb@m through the interworking of the great
soclial process,.

& more complete list of the maln objectives of dene-
cratie education is given.in "The Hallmarks of Democratie
Education":

l. Democratic education has as its central purpose
the welfare of gll the people.

2+ Demoeratlc education serves each individual with
Justice, seexing to provide equal educational opporiunity
for all, regardless of intelligence, race, rsligion,

Willlam Yeager, Home-Sghool~Comumunit

"The Purpose of Zducation in fmerican Demoeracy,” Edu~-
«1c3” ¥ Fg%&giga Commiggion, Hatlonal Edueation &ssociation,
i';' : ?’ (“’.




soclial status, economic condition, or vocatlonal plans,

3+ Democratic education respects the basic civil
liberties in practlce and clarifies their meaning through
study,

4. Democratic education Is concerned for the maine
tenance of those economie, politlical and social con=
ditions whiech are necessary for the enjoyment of liberiy,

%+ Democratic educatlion guarsntees to all the members
of 1ts community the right to share in determining the

purposes and policlesg of education,

6. Democratic education uses demoeratic methods in
clessroom, admlnistration and student activities,

7. Demoeratic cducation makes eflicient use of per-

sounel, teaching respect for competence in positions of
respongibility.
moeratlic educalion teaches that every privilege en-
responding duty, every authority a responsibility,
151bility en accounting to the group which

privilege or suthority.

Y« Democratlc eduecation demrnstrates that rar-reaching
changes of Woth policles and procedures, can be carried out
in orderly and peaceful fashion, when the decisions to make
the changes have been reached by demoeratic means.

10, Demeeratlic education liberates and uses the in-
telligence of all,

11. Denocratic education enuips citizens with the
-materials of knowledge needed for demoeratic efTiciency.

2. cemoeratic education promotes loyalty to democs-
racy by stressing positive understanding and apprecia- 26
tion and by summoning youth to service in a great cause,

W

Zducation is part and parcel of the very fact of living.

Young people cannot learn democracy except as they live

~y

i
D i .
. ‘ ?L@argiﬁg the Ways of Uemocracy,” ldducational Policies
ckemmission, Natlonal Eduecation association (1634 3




democratically. Frograms that include the highest [easible em-
bodiment of the demoecratic way of life will have to be
planned by the school.

The communily interest is the interest of democracy it-
gelf, The community concept nust foster the beltterment of

&1l men, not the sell~centered individusl and groups.

o

It must provide and bulld experisnces desizned to create in-

7

dividuslis whose values and understandings lesd thenm

cF

A4
cherish g way of Llife thal shows an active desire lor the

progressive extension of common c¢oncerns among all men,



CHAPTER IIX
EXANPLES OF THE WORK OF COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Rural Sghools
An attempt has Leen made te present a cross sectlon

of American 1ife and to show what the community schools are
atfempting to do in eseh community. These exarmples do not
cover all the experiments that are being earried on in the
United States. But they do offer & pattern, What they are
doing,others may also do, They indicate that educators and
laymen are becoming more awsre of the braad'scoge and far-
resching soelal influences that can be accomplished through
the community ~ nminded snd community~contered school,

the Hoodruff

£chool.-~The st Lory, the Brown House,

written by Herbert fuick, gives an inte srasting account of a
comnunity . Lhaul in the %Gaﬁrnff District in iowa.xx

Jim Irwin, a poor farmband, found himsell elected the
teacher of & school thet he did not want, FHe was, in turn,
not wanted by the board. Each member hed glven him a vote

because they wanted him to get one vote and hecause they

1

Herbert Quick, The I HQusa, pe 10,
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hoped to bresi the dead loek that had resulted in previous
neetings. He had & hostile board against him from the start,

and faced opposition from the community., He took the school

on the condition that he was to teach it as he wished,

5

In th@ speech to the bosrd Jim told Jjust what he thought

of the school, It had not improved sny since he was & UOY.

He had not done a blt of work tnet was usaful, It was all

dry thets copled from the city scheolss It was not work of
the gort farmers' Dboys and girls should dos le wanted a new
wind of rurel school in which the work of the szchool should be
correlated with the 1life of the howme and the farm, a school
which would be In the highest degree cultural by Dbeing con-
gclously useful and obviously practical,

Jdim Irwin wes called a Drown mouse because he did aot
run true to forme e dared to be indlviduml, He was a poor
farmhand but a dreamer, He had educated himself by studying
late at night and in between work.

Ynen he had accepted the position as teacher of the dis="
trict at & salary of $360.00 for nine months, he set to work
at odd times so that he would not take time from his farm
work.At night,on haliﬁ%}s, and in %wad weather Jim visited the
families oi the n&igh&drhcod.g in an Informsl way he was
making a survey. e learned of ihelr neads andg interests,
their =ay of life, Through these visits the boys becans s

grdent folliowers.

N
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He had notebooks full of facts about peorle and their
Tarms, the number of acres, kind of farming, livestock, grain,
mortzages, debls, and family atmosrhere., He learned which
poys and girls were problems. He made a record of their ad-
vancement in their studles, what they liked to read, and their
Tevorite recreation and amusementis,

im had to fight for his truly-rural rural school, He
ingisted that it should correlate with rural life Ey getting
gducatlon out of the things the farmers and farmers' wives
were interested in as a part of their 1ives ~~éairyizg; soil
managenents cora-growing; farm manual Lr ining for boys; sew-

gy cooking and housekeeping Tor the girls

Zﬁ

and caring for
ovables, lle insisted that the o0ld methods hed educated ithe
farm children for the citles. The country was losing its
population,

The genersl appearance and atmosphere of the schoolroom
was different. There wra a free and easy air among the ehlle
dren. They were busy and happy. “There was noige, but it
was & tusy nolse. Zoys who had been problems before were 1ne
terested in their work and busy., The outlines and exzarcizes
of the lessons on the boards were not taken from texzthooks.

‘he lessons were on problems relating to different phases of
farm life. Harket revorts of zll sorts of farm products were
ploned on the wall, FYarm papers were piled about. There

were stecks of agricultural bulletins, In one corner was a
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typewriter, a sewlng mschine, a btelerhone, s model of a piggery,

a2 printing sel, and a Babecock milk tester, Instead of the usual
opllection of texthooks there were hectograrh coples of exere

cigses relating to agriculture. The attendence wagz larger than
it bad been.

Jim maintained that the students that left his school for
higk school and the nniversity would be able to hold their
rlzees becanse they would be trsined to think in terms of
action. Thoughts nust always be linked with thinzs., He bew-
lieved that culture is the abiliiy to think in terms of life.

“hen he was put en trial by the board to have his certifw
lcete taken away, he admitted thet he had ipnored the text-
vooks and the formal course of study, He alse sdmitted that
he had introduced domestle economy and manual itraining to some
extent by sending the boys to the workshops and the girls to
ihe kitchens and sswing roomg of the farmers who allowed those
ves. The boys had made a survey of the cows and they
ad made nillk tests. They had worked on treatmenis for smut
in seed grains, and {reatment for sweel potatoes. In fact,
&1l of thelr work had centered around farm products, Fe
Listed the things he needed. He hoped to get a blacksmith
shop where the boys could learn metal workirg by repairing
the farm machinery end shoeing the farm horses. He hored to
ingtell & cooperative lsundry in connection with the Creamnerys

a building with an auditorium where the people would meet
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school set in a faraming reglon has already produced from
a typleal stapnated district a group of people anthusiage
tic over farming as a profession and equirped te turn
Lthelr enthusiasm iato prosperous, permanent farm homes,
Perhaps the most significant single thing about the work

ig that it hes been accomplishied with no greater reszources

e
than are available in any lsolated distriet, 2 )

dith the growing realization that agriculiural com-

=)
i

munities in this country eve in grave danger of belng leit
Tar behind in the march of social and economle progress a
nugber of movements have sprung up te spur the farmer, City
dwellers, realizing that a ceuntry can be only as strong as
its agriculture, have sought io help with the cry, “Back to
the Land," hereby hoping to serve the double purpese of ine-
e¢reasing the body of farmers and decreasing the sxcess PODU
lation of the eities, any agitation which focusses attention
o rural problems must contribute somathing; but the migration
of untrainsd townspeonle to the country and a new 1ife with
unfamiliar conditions cannot help constructively to change
country 1life, lore important, however, are the movements
that originate in the countiy, because they attack directly
the difficulties thet face the farming people,

Ihis movement seeks to improve conditions of living in
the country and to raise standards of efficiency to the

point whers problems can be settled by g body of intelligent,

~
”

&
Bvelyn Dewey, iew School for 91d, p. vii.
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Erosperous, and progressive farmers. Lack of snowledge of

4

selentifie methods of agriculture and consequent pove rty, are

f"i‘

but one shase or ecoualry conditions that nalte for stagna-

tion., Soclal evwdii”o§s are the chiaep Cause of the id“ﬂ&lﬁ'
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dlg seoatent, and as thay laprove, farm practices
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wiE laralr school will coase to “e special problams,
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+he schouls, the caurcies, and the sradges are Lhe most
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potent factors for influence, OF these the sciol is by fap
the most important, since it ig the one influence in the com-
aunity that touches ail homes alike, and since it has the
task anﬁ the opportunity to mould the lives and the opinions
of the group which - will soon he the comnunity leaders,

o . . - v .
[ I the school 18 toe be useqd 48 e canier for the im~

H

provemnent of country Life, 1t must pe g different king of

school Irom that found in the majority of rursl districtg, ‘

The school 1s the rolnt of departure for improved condi tio
because children are the most teackable element in & come !
manity, because the BY reprasent perhans Lhe strongest commor

interest in ; any group of people €, and because in the school

house every comnunity has a center which belongs to all alike

n 1915 it wes estlnated that there were about 200,000
ong-roon schools in the United States; 50,000 or these were

in the corn helt ang 10,000 were in the state of Missouri
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alone. Many were doing the bast they counld with the con-

ditions which they found around them. Hre. Harvey, hoped to
show how the best could be reached in one district and how it
was a practical possibility for all rural schools,

i“he Porter School was In the northern part of Missouri,
o~

noa disiriet that Joined the ¢liy of Eirksville, The

school house was sn oblong ong-roon %uilﬁimg, with an serc

miles of the distrlet, The site was very unatiraciive, There
wag not a tree in the yard or in the neighborhood. The builde
ing was in a dilapidated condition. Due to this run-down con-

dition most of the families sent the children Lo Eirkasville

to school, p, ot

Hrs. Harvey mecepted the position in the school in 1912.°

s

T 1

Her solary was f1ifty dollars a month. BShe a contract

for three years. She gave up a position in the Hormel School

] P e 34 - - o . T Y ] ER i . I i :
in Rirksville Peceuse she had Falth in a new rural school and

w2

2

realiged that the schocl could be built only

o

&1

the real situatlon. 3he found a tumbled dowm cottagae and
moved Into the community, She converted it inteo a livable
cottage that served as a community demonstration of the ways

to make housewnrk essier asnd more nlessant.

b

Throughout all of the rmetivities Hrs, Harv ray emrhasized

3
T:aiiu s B E’é;

ahkd s e
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the nower and wvalue of cooperation, The first step in reorganlza-
tien of the Porter Sehool was the repair of the schoolhouse,
ging 1t from a dirty, insanilary, unatirsctive one-roon
3

ghed into o two-room bulld ng admirsbly suited lo the needs of

the echildren, and guite adequate as & sathering place for the

v - e RS
whole compunity, )
oY <F SENONE ¥ " L SRR, S 2 4
Shortly efter Mrs. lorvey scceplted the pegition

t the school bosrd eslled a mass
schoul house, Mrs. Harvey explained that an stirsclive and
sahitary bullding was necessary, and that country children

=

a rignt to a well-rounded education Jjust ss city children

venlent snd atlirective place. She polnted out the danger to

T . ey . 1 4 o - e TN andon erpm Y
the ehildren's health in the heeting system, the diriy well,
o R B4 E o om v " S gy e . | & 55, S
the unlocked outbulldinge, and the unshaded windows, the

LT RO s R L P T
falling ploster and leaking vrool,
& bogement was mude to take the place af a cellar. This

s converted into & classroom as well ags a nlace for the

and coal bin., It had a coal o0il stove, a kitchen
table, a cupboard of dishes, which were contributed by the
women's club. A4 long board table was bullt, folding chaire

were donaled Ly & loesl Turniture store, 4 pressure tank

connacting with the newly cleaned well, a patent drinking

fountain, and @ kitchen sink were instal
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4
means {or getting an education, but not the educatlion ltself,

Zhe believed thatl education should give an understanding of
the world in which the pupil lives and a grasp of the prin-
ciples on which 1life is organized sufficient to enable an in-
dividual to control and shave his career. Therefore she took
for her school the community in which she was teachingj not
mere textbooks., These came in when needed to illustrate and
explain the lessons of the community., Her lessons were al-
ways aimed at the fundamental understending of these things
the puplls saw about them, and at their uses and possibili-
ties. She taught her pupils to be healthy; to be homest; to
“: able to support themselves adequdtely; to live pleasante
lys and to be good e¢itimens. These were her real lessons.
Reading, writing and arithmetie were taught because they
were necessary for learning one or all of the real lessons.
There was an easy, natursl manner of the children and
& freedom from self-consciousness., Cooperation was preached
and practiced in the classsroom. Throuzhout the school Hres.
Harvey grouped the children according to their proficlency
in esch subjsct. The older children were in a elass alone,
if necessary, The work taugzht the children how to study
and how to use their own initiative and ingenuity in their
work, &0 they did not need constant supervision. Since they
were always at work on something that interested them and

of which they could see the valuey it was not ﬁ@éesﬁary to

“
I‘Di@., D« 1361
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assign 8 lesson and then have them recite it in ordsr to meke
gure that they were keeping at work. The pupils were not
graduated, but went ss long as they could find something
else to learn and something else of interest,

Throughout the school Hrs. Harvey grouped the ehildrah
according to thelr proficiency. The daily program was flexible.
ihere was a schedule used as an outline for the eurriculum,
but it was not a hard or fast thing. The dally program was
getl aside to give the children the benefit of any intereste
ing svents that occurred,

rs. Harvey followed her theory: "suit the procedure
to the occaslon."  3ince the school was made a vital part
of the children's lives, the situation varied according to
changing conditions, instead of duplieating 1tself endless-
1y because it followed a handful of textbooks, The mastery
of teols of learning, readlng, writing and arithmetic, as
well as the power to study were acquired more quickly beé&n&e
the drillfwas given in the material that had meaning for the
ehildran.m The scheol was unusually orderly and systemstic
and the continuous thresd of the animgting principle wase
ovvious to the most casual vieitor, The boys and girls who
left Porter Sohoel to go to %igh schools, without a single ex-
ceplion, hade a high recorﬁ.{

6 | 7 |
m‘f De 250: zﬁiﬁ-g P 25@. I@id;, De 25?.\
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frﬁrs, Harvey believed that by using the world for a texte
book the children were insured of being fitted to live in
that world efficlentlys 3She also believed that a good work-
ing point of view towsrd life 1s obtained by a practicsl
inowledge of the industrial and economle life about the
child. If the ¢hild understands the underlying prineciples
he will be able to control his material enviromsent, not
be at 1ts mercy, when he becomes an adult., Bvery cghild
should have a chance to learn how to think for himself; how
to understand national and social aims, how to appreciate
beauty and wholesome pleasure, how to be healthy, self~
reliant, courageous, and how to find out i%ings for himself,
The curriculum made up and starting from the child's en-
vironment is sure to be both vocational and cultural.)

The garden served as a laboratory for teaching the funda-
mental principles of agriculture. Flower gardens gave
lgssons in home beautiftcation. The poultry elud bezun in
1915, from one brown hen and a setiing of eg:s, spread
throughout the community and showed the necessity of good
breeding of chickens in eorder to get the best results.

Pests were studied and methods of treating them were demon=
strated., Planting, transplanting, and spraying were also
demonstrated., The children learned to test corn by the

Hag Doll method., They became acquainted with the agencies

the government maintains to help rural people, & pig
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c¢lub was formed which gave the boys first hand knowledge of
care and ralsing pigs.

Through Mrs, Harvey's help the young people gradually
became able to plan and carry out wholesome recreatlion and
amusenents, They were able to plan parties and entertaine
ments that held the interest of the young people 1n the com~
munity. When the band wes organized many problems were
taken care of, The young people enjoyed going to band
practice instead of to town. The music helped other enter-
tainments and dances,

Urs, Harvey kept in mind always that in order to make
the community a prosperous and heppy one agriculture mugt he
improved, She tock four of the older boys to Columbia,
Hissouri for "Farmers! Week.," This was the first definite
move in the orgzanigzation of the distriet for better agri-
culture, Later rural experts visited the school and held
general meetings for the farmers.

4 Farm Women's Club was orpganized and later the Farmers!
Club was formed, Both clubs worked to create a spirit of
cooperative friendliness and worked together for a better
school and community. In 1913 the state agriculture collegs
sent one of its branch courses to Porter school. This was
well attended by the farmers. The following year the col-
lege sent out a group of women instruetors in home economies

to Porter distR®let, For a week they lectured and gave
=



practical demonstrations to the farm women of the neighborheod
on food preservation, canning, hmusahcld'economy, labor=~
saving devices, farm cooking, and the care of infants. The
elder boys and girls were excused from regular school work to
attend the courses. The knowledge galned wag put into prac-
tice in the homes.

Thus, krs. Harvey, by masking a real world of the class-
room, met the needs of the pupils and the communlty at large.
frﬁgg Lincoln Consolidated Labpratory Sghogl.--The con-

selidated rural school, located at ¥Ypsilanti, Michigzan, is
described ag one of the most promising rural-education situa-
tions in the country. The program described by the director,
f. 4. Tape, features the development of a community school
plant and educatlional activities which combine child educa-
tion with adult @ﬁﬁ&atiﬁﬂ.J !

This school wss under the control of the department of
rural eduncation of the ﬁiéhigan State Normal College. The
staff bhelieved that education in a democracy should be for all
of the peopjle; and to be most effective it should be by all
of the people, For this to be possible the schools must be
taken to the people. This concept of education will reguire
different types of schocls and differsnt types of school or~
ganizations, The consolidated school was formed Lo serve as

&

Samuel Everett, IThe Community School, p. 340.
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large a number of people as possible. There were thirteen
one-room rural school districts covering an area of sixty-
three square nmiles, and a population of about 3,000 people,

600 families and 800 school children,/

A4 survey made by the class in rural soclology gained inw
formation needed in carrying out the progrem and delermining
what kind of program was necessary. The survey revealed much
information that was helpful in understanding the people,
Thelr history was interesting and could be used to enrich the
curriculum. The people's interest in politics and citizen-
ship was low. They took little iInterest in public meet-~
ings or forums and soclablility and recreation had been dropped.
It was left up to the individusl to provide hils own means of
entertalnment. The health of the community was also an in-
dividual matter. There were no regulations pertaining to
conteglious dlseases, Litlle had been done to ancauragé com-
manity beavntilication as this important matter was left wp
to individual pride.

The schools were consolidated and a bond issue Por
$190,000.,00 was carried by a 5mall.m&joriﬁy to erect a
school building for the distriect. The school campus cbn«
talned twenty acres located in the central part of the

district,

Lo
P

m«.‘- s P. 341.




The bullding was designed as a flexible unit, each room
was arranged for a specifle funetion, The primary and grade
rooms were bullt for the use and comfort of the children,
There wes a combination auditorium and gymnasium with a
seating capaclity of about 1,200, ?h@r@ was a permanent
guditorlum which wes sultable for bend, chorus, dramatics,
gschool assemblles, and community meetings where a small
crowd could be taken care of. A sociml-recreaticnal
ae%vice unit consisting of a cafeteria, dining room, kitchen,
# recreational room, wash room, and lavatories was usel by the
schiool and for community social meetings., The two shops, and
the garage, which holds the seventeen school motor buses,
were built as a part of the main bullding so that they could
be used for day or night meetings for stock shows, fairs, or
household and farm meetings and exhibitions. There were
rooms for elementary sciences, art, music, iawem&a;né, agri-
culture, commerce, science, library, and study or work rooms
for academic studies,

A& gelf-survey of the community was made, This was

thought best because, 1f a communlty iz te be laproved, it
must become concerned with self-improvement. The things

taken into consideration were local history, citizenship,
recreation, heaglth, home, industry and czhurch. The re-
sults of the survey were summarigzed by the people of the

district and advisory leaders interpreted the needs in
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terms of philosophy, educational programs, equipment, and
plant,)

The rocms were not labeled by grades and there weru no
rigid grade divisions, The pupils eould be changed from one
group to another when the teacher and principal saw that
they were ready to d0 so. The elementary work was rich In
experiences that began with the home and continued in the
schopl and community. The environmental experiences in the

field of living things, natural selences, physical and

o]

4]

socisl scisnces which aflfect the environment were glven
i

speclal conglderation,
Tecnnigues and skills in reading, numbers, handwriting,
spelling, muasic, art and other subject matter aress were de-
veloped. These were done by the social and naturslistic
environmental experiences of the child. Bach elementary
pupil was encoursaged lo progress on his own physiecsl, mental,
socialy and emoticnal level. The child was encouraged to par-
tieipate in his sccial group, so that he could continue to
participate and be & more efficient eltizen in junlor.senior
.high gschool groups znd in turn become a more effoctive citie
gen of the adult community group.

The department of social studies in high school zave
speclel attentlon to the community and its organizations--
gconomic, soelal, political, religious, and &&ucatian&l.

Home ownership, rural-urban corporate and individual
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buslness enterprises were siressed, County, state, township,
and national governments were observed in action wherever
pessible, Open forum discussions were used to approach
probleas of government in relation to the immediste effect
upon the community as well ss the contribution which the
coamunity could make to the government. Background courses
were offered in world civilization. Economic gecpraphy was
offared for students who were interested in world cbmm@rce’
The physical sciences were modifiled to function more

adequately for the home, the farm, and industry. The HEnglish
courses were more functlonal, end current resding was en-
couraged.

;fﬁork was offered in different phases of agriculture,
general farm shop, home-making, commerce, and the usual

academic subjects. The agriculture work wag carried out

L

hrough sctual observation and participation in actusl farm
projects, The farm was used as a laboratory for the obe
servatlion and participation in farm operations by the whole
school. The major fields of study were:
1e Horticulture

a2, Vegetable-gzrowing

b. Fpuit-growing

ca Home landscape gardening
2 Field‘erop production and management

3» Pasture-management



4, Livestock productlen and m&nagemenig

S« Poultry production and managﬁmént.

The community cliliizenshilp league was the orgenization
through which the children and adulis cooperated to formulate
and carry out pollcles and programs according to community
interests and n@eds.% The Blenmentary Citizenship League was
a unit in the elementary grades. It wocked on the things
that were needed in the home rooms. It  =worked out the
problems that would help the elementary school. The dunior-
Senlor Citizenship League was the organization through which
the students of the upper six grades of the school helped to
run the high sechool and also cooperate with the slementary and
adult leagues, Through cocperation with the other leagues
the students participated in many worth while school and
community activities.

ihrough the adult league the people of the district did
nany things to develep the school as a community schools
‘he projects upon which they worked alded the school and had
« good influence upon the people who participated in then,
-hese projects were determined by the need for them,

. fmen the school building had been completed the peocple
saw the nsed of heautifying the school ground. Through
this project they bhecame %%ﬁerested in planting orchards
and shrubbery, and landscaping their own homes. 4s a result,

the school ordered shrubbery and fruit trees in wholesale
10
Ibid., p. 360,
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quantities for the community for several years. The trec=-
-lanting lay brought she community closer together.

The people assisted Iin bullding the bleachers which
were nceded for many out-of-door activities., There were
out-of=-door union church services, spring or sumaer
festivals, and baseball games, which required bleachers.

Lyceum courses were offered for the flrst four or
five years. Later the people became more interested in
activities in which they could participate. ©Special
chorus groups gave operetias and other musicel programs.
Those who were interested In dramatics produced énd par-
ticipated in plays.

The farm men and women were particularly interested in
short courses., Special lectures, courses, demonstrations
and open forumg were held for the men and women, Stock
shows, fairs, and farm and home mechanlcal improvement
exhiibitions were held.

Games for recrealtlon for both winler and sumuer were
planned for all of the peopls, Vollpy ball, soft ball,
basket ball, badminton, table tenais; and shuffle board
were games adult members and out-of-school youths liked.
Baseball, soft ball and tennls were games which were in
demand in the summér.\

In the summer several churches of the community
united for open~air meetings. The Catholie, Hethodist,

“vangelicaly Friends, and the Africen M. 3. Churches

e
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worked together. The meetings fostered & [ine community
splrit which united the people who were working for a common
purpose,

' The cmmmunlty night schoel was a great asset to the com-
mugity. It served two purposes, Farents and patrons were
glven an opportunity to study and gain information on the
things that they were interested In. The meetings alsoc of-

fered opportunity to show the educational progrem of the

dach night there was 2 general assembly whiech was
opened by a word of greeting followed by singing and cone
cluded by a talk on a toplec of common interest. The co-
operative spirit spread in the well-orgsnized assembly. The
instructors for the classes were from the commanity, near-
by communities, or teachers In the school or the college.
They received no pay for thelr services. The classes were
two periods of forty minutes each, A survey was made to
determine the type of work desired by the majority, then
Lthe subjectls were decided upon. The following topics used
for assembly progrsms show the things that the people were
interested in: 7The 014 age Fenslon, Community Singing, The
Hew Zmphasis in Gducation, Soclal Security, Learning to

Ihink, Charscter Education, and Aussia,

“The most iaportant c@ur~e$ ware current farm
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management problems, lessons in hone problems, methods of
teaching religion, chair-caning, science and mechanlics in the
home, art, modern problems at home and abroad, ~nd parent-
pupll purpo 5es.§

the night sclicol was arranged to meet the neseds of the

community. Its alm was to develop good will throush social

contacts as well as giviné instruction to the members of the
community, on timely to;ics and provlens.

ihe rarent-Yeachier Association assisted the school in
73. It sponsored the community Testival. This
‘estival represented the communlty school in action and ex-
the dilfferent accomplishments of the school and come
munity. There were exhihiis of vegetebles, graing, flowers,
canned fruit, art, pels, hobbies, poultry, livestock, and
commercial arts.

~iere were programs of plays, susle, band concerts
2ll weing home talent., There were livestock parades, ball
cames, and motlon pletures. The programs were laspiring.,
ach exhibit was an educational adventure in itsel?, The

Testival was a2 success because evervone in the community

zhe Loulslans Hegro lormal.--George I, sanchez, super-
. 11
i1, stresses

* L)

visor of projects in Wesro educatlion in the Sout

dverett, op. ¢it., p. 164,
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the urgent need for a community type of education in the
South and For teacher training in the development of such a
DYOETAM,

Hegent studies reveal an agtonishing situation in the

fJTx

Souill. ‘he re

ion is a land of poverty and wealth, of defiw

'\r\

gieney and ahuﬂﬁancg, pf exploitslion and waeste, There is a
superabundance of naturasl resources, human and material. The
region, in contrast, exhibits avidences of defliclency and
waste, backwardness, and mismanagement, of stagnation and
deterioration. The Jouth ranks lowest in the Union in wialth,
education, cultural achlevement, health,and law and ord;i.
The collapse of cotton tenancy hes reduced life to
stlll lower levels. The homes reflect the economic slanderd

of the enviroament., Health in the SBouth nresents a di

in

L.

tresging nleture. It exceeds the national average in infant

ey
on

mortality and in death rates Irom pellagra, typhoid, tuber-
culosls, Influenza,and childbirth. The coltton tenants?
standards if living approsch the lsvel of bare animal
axistence. 3 Heat, meal, and molasses are the basis of the
tenant's meazer and ill-balanced dlet. There is chronle
malnutrition that results in @ heavy drain upon the farmer's
health, vitallty and creative efiort, Pellagra, bad teeth,
anemia, rickets, and tuberculosis sbound.,

12 ‘ ) i3
4bids, Do 167. fbidey po 169,
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The cash crop farming, tenasnc) gnd share-cropping have
left the South in a deplorable conditicn, Many of the
southerners are reduced to a role of sub-peasants, il not

14
PEONS.

‘his author stresses the lsct that there should be
er coordinatlon of all the ageneies 1n working out the
educational programs. The unrelated divislons and depariments
need to get a view of the whole urocess, He suggests that
normal schools should take part in the reorganlzation of edu-
cation in the South. The chief funection of the nofmal school
is to I'it teachers to assist in the growth and development of
the community, The teachers' education must be adapted to
the purpose whiech i1t is te ser#e. The curriculum should be
designed to give prospective feachers knowledges in, and an
appreclation of, rural life by providing courses and active
experiences in health, home~making home crafts, farming, and
farm crafts., The teachers should be given opportunity to
participate in real 1life situations. The physieal facilities
should be in keeplng with a resl rural setting.

“he Hegro population in the 3Jouth has suffered the most.
- J0 ald the Regro and help him belter his 1living conditions

the Loulsiana Hegro lormal hss set up a nrogram of education,

14
Ibid.’ o 168.
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The school is located at the village of Grambling, about
sixty~-two miles east of Ghreveport., It is in a rural area in
an agricultural district. Host of the schools surrounding the
area are one~-room rural schools.

The school reflects the rural setiing. 1l has neat,
frame bulldings, a modest but well selected library, a school
farn which includes ground Yfor cotton, orchards, woods,

7

ragiures, cattle, vegelable gardensy and pouliry. he students
com@ Irom the surrounding rural aresa.

31x high schools serve as fleld centers under the teacher-

education plan of the rursel normal school, They are well

wistributed gzeographicelly, They offer actusl life situations
for the future teacher. The tescher placed there is under
the guldance and supervision of the State Hormal School,
Tercher education at these centers is closely coordinated with
the work of the rural normsl schoel.

ot only hes the normal school undertaken Lo play an
active part in the service education of rural teachers, but
It has adopted a unigque plan for the ccordination of the
teacher~aducation activities with those of public service

agencles., Through the cooperation of the state Qepartment of

bt

rublle health, home economics, of agricultural extension, and

g A mA 4 5
ol tradesn and indust

o4
&~
M
!..11
o
e

educallios, a representative from each
: s 15
of these agencies has been made available to the normal school.

15

ibid., p. 200,




These form the "Field Service Unit.”

The education courses revolve around the practice schools
and the apprenticeship period. The coursesg taught are spe~
cifically related to existing conditions In rural areas. The
field-service unit plays an important part in the course on
rural life problems and in those courses which involve the
preparatlon of materials of instruction. Students are taken
on fleld excursions to observe rural schools, communiby
sanitation, homemaklng, farming and farm-shop praclices,
rrojects for the 1lmprovement of conditions are undertaken,
The students particlpate in farming and gardening activities
on the campusy practically all farm work and building actiwe
itles are carried on by sﬁuﬂents. Instructlon in homemaking,

*

in rursl recreation, in beaubtificatlon,and numerous other
| 16
activities sre put into actual praclice on the campus,.

Yhe Loulsiana plen is, essentially, one by which a
wrmal school has taken the state for its campus, the pros-

ate's rural popu-

fard

pective teschers for its pupils, and the s

lation Inr its cmmmumityi and the public agents of community
, 7
servicae ior its faculty. The Negro lormal recognizes the

fact that 1ts primary function is that of assisting teachers

-
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to render service to rural people. Through better education

cf the teacher 1t is hoped that the rursl school education

w

e

will be improved. The teacher as a sympathetic agent can
reatly foster the development in the community school which
is v t 1ly needsd in the Bouth.

she Oopzer Clark Bsllsvd Memorial Schoole~-The Roper Clark

rial School is locsled in Jefferson County, in
‘he school is near Loulisvilley, but it is &
gchools It was bullt on small wooded hills

reeirg, and

(}

back from the Ohio Hiver., oods,
meadows were cloze by. Large estzles, large ferms, small
larmz, and tenant farms surreounded the school. 4 Toonerville
trolley ran along the river. The school distriet was a long
section too spread out for a school bus, The children had to
menage thelr own transportation to sehool., The school rep-
resented g cross section of rural l1ife. The cg%ldr@m ware
from homes in a scattered district. About two thirds were

Irom small farms ard cotlages, and tenani larms, and sbout one

™

third wss from nearby sstates and large farms,
in 1909 Hr. and Mrs, Ballard gave land to the Jefferson
County board to bulld a scheol. The board sold the sites &f

two one-roon schocls and gave the proceads to the bLuilding of

16 '

_Elsie Ripley Clapp, Community 3chools in action,
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the schocl, Helghbors ceoniributed an egual amount, The
school offered opportunity for resl work In a typiecal rursl
area, Liss Clapp, with a new staflf, was able to put into
practice mathods of progressive esducation and experiment in
working oul the program for & community schoocl. The prozram
vas tentatively planned so that 1t might be changed to meet
the needs of the community as they arose,

E/The health needs of the community were the most urgent.

The [lrst enterprise was the arrengement for hot lunches for
the children, The home visits for this project enabled the
teachers to become betler acquainted with the nts and to
see the needs in the home. lany of the obstacles were prob-
lems of 1living conditions. The homes of the poorest type had

no convenlences or ways of carrying out the simple

3t healbh

Lo

requirvemsents, The Lleachers had to overcome the ignorance and
Indifference and teach the rudinments of civilization,
4ith the help of severzl parents the school was able to
Wuy army cots and blankels for the Tirst and second grade. It
was found thal many of the children slent with two, three, or
our other children in a double bed or on a pallet. These chile
dren were given a rest period in which they could sleep on a

e

i

be to tham ‘QPIVEZS.

necess periocds and afternoon

established for both beys and girls. 4t first the

were lelhargic and showed no initiative.

supervised play

periocds were

chiildren

The wealthy
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children had not exzercised properly; the farm children were
accugtomed to performing tasks that axerclsed certain
museles, Gradually they took sctlive part in basket ball,
baseball, football, and playgzrcund gemes.

The need for nhysical ezaninations wes urgent. Through
thie help of the Tubsrevlosis &gﬁmﬂiaticm & nlen was worked

out whereby a thorough zhysical check-up conld be given., Two

11 treined rediatricisns were enragesd. Hothers helped with
the wo They also ssslsted in cerrying the chlldrsan into
town to dental snd eve clinics and to the hognital for

tonsillectonie (ut of the 140 children exasmined, 109 were
found to have some kind of bad posture, seventy-three were

suffering from malnutrition, forty-two had bad tonsils and

»e«

Ly were tuberculosis suspects,

The parents planned to meet the nutrition needs through
the lunech project, Some of the mcthers gzeave the school extra
il Wld-moraning coeoa and crackers were served to all une-

dernourished children, znd to the ituberculosis suspect cases.

The cockery classes stressed nuirlilon, and teachers zdvised

mothers at home about their food problens, The school bought
the staple zroceries for some of the fomilies of the under-
ehildren, This led toc the estahlishment of a
"Woman'es Zxchangs® to which families sent dressed chilckens,
e5n6, bread, milk, cresn, pwapkins, mince meal, sausa

cottage cheese, ples, cakes, jems and preserves,
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0} e ]

In summing up the work of this school IHiss Clapp says:

A school in a rural districet has a unique oppor-
tunity to funetlon socially. In the country there 1is a
comaunity, a neighb rhaﬁﬁ, linked by common interest

and by 1&%1%3 i1¢ﬂf£n friendly intercourse. & rural
school shares thage interests and enters into them. As
the neutrsl and often the largest place of the village
or the countryside, lhe rural school is used for neigh-
horhoeod ecatherings of all kinds, for local clubs, some~-
times Jor church services, for enteriainmenis, lectures,
erta, The school's own assenblizg and zuppers and
um@t;ﬂ"" provide g co Amunlby interest in a way unknown

in eitizs. To the schosl in s rcural commanity, familles
turn for help in time of sickness and trvoutle, zs well as
for help in daily 4177 fceuitises, They feel sure that the
teachsr will understand, they are sure that she w1$l care
and that she will help them., On the other hand, ilheéy
will lend the school any belp they h&vb. The school can
count on assistance from the familizs for whatever 1t is
doing.

& community forgoes its separateness., It i 1=
fluential because 1t belonss to its peopla, They share
its idsus and ideals and its work, It takes from thenm
as 1t gives to them. Thers are no bounds, as far as I
can sea, to wiat it could accomplish in socclal recon-
struction 1f it had eneourh wisdon and insicht and de-
votion and energy. It demsnds all these, {or changes
in living and learning are not produced v iuparting
information about diflferent conditions @ by gathering

statistlcal data about what axists, dhut »r cresting
by people, with people, for ﬁ@ﬂple. 19
ihe Avthurdale School.--..ohurdale is a tiny village

in Freslon County in %Yest Virginils near Worgsntown, It had

(‘?'

i s beginning when the American Friends Service Committee
LsLed by the social agencles of the people of West
Virginia began to help relieve the distress and sufiering of

& large number of families in the coal fields of North West

Jzﬂiﬁo’ pp. 6@*67-




rz. Hoogevelt visgsited the abandoned mine

camps and saw the deplorable condltions there, In September

-

% Le - T g g A o PO 54
the Federal Government purchased from &r. archur land for a

\ E- -3 k2. A F P e 3
nomestead projlect. Arihurdale was begun
p2s PR 5 P P . o 2N o g & A P b g s e
dhen the Pederal Governnent bezan the underteliing of
R v ney AV ad 48 - ave ¥ z " 7 B
ng anc Lor tne people, HMisg Clapy saw

offered opportunity te seec low tho school could serve as =z

@

soclal Iinstrument in developing communlty 14if
ilon of the pecple,

The pscple who sought heomss In Arthurdale were miners
from Beett's Hun, an abandoned mine. Life there had sunk
to the lowest ebb. The paople were, in the most part, with=
out hope. The shacks and living conditions were pigtures of
deplovable sgualor. Halnutrition had its marked effect both
ot the young and adults., Above all was the task of throw-

ing off the indifference and lethar gy Lo awhlch the adults

u
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Beyond the elementary school building farther from the
public road wes the primary building., The mursery was
placed at the end of the meadow in a secluded spot.

The buildings were functionslly planned, The arrange-
ments and size of each réom were determined by the educaw
tional needs of the‘chiléran at each age level,

The Town Center was really the center éf activities.
it had the craftszen's workshops, forge, weaving rooms, and
co-operative general store and postoffice surrounding the
square. 'It was just across the road from the Recrsational
Hall where many of the activities of the commanity took
place.23

{The school program endorsed the principles of pro-
gressive education. The curriculum was adapted to the
special needs of the community, The community became the
laboratory through which the children got their exparieneea;
the grade projects and other agricultural activities, the
gocial activities and eivic projects, the care of the hone,
all were shared by the school ehildren under the leadership
of the teachers The real learning experiences came chiefly
‘hrough the vocational life of the community. Inéustrial

arts, specimen of living animal life, museums, libraries,

23
ibigd. s Pe 30L.
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hollday celebrations at Hallowe'en, Thanksgiving and Christ~
mas -~ by men and women homeéteadérs and teachers.,

b. Joint membership in the men's and women's clubs
by homesteaders and teachers,

¢. Shared work on comaittees: The Fire Committee,
&thletic Committea, the Eﬁéeuﬁive Committee, the Weaving Com-
mittee, the Hospitality and Refreshment Committees of the
Yomen's Clubj the Medical Committe, the Store Comalttec, the
Sghool Committee of both c¢lubs,

2. Health Progrem

&. Visits, treatment, and bedside nursing of doctor
and nursej prenatal, dellivery, and postnatal care of mothers
and bables,

bs Jaby clinics under the supervision of doetor and -
nurse. Conferences with mothers. Kun by wonen members of the
Medlcal Conmmities,

ce Ubservation and ccnferenées at the nursery school
by mothers and fathers on care of children, food p?aparatiam,
eating habits, toilet and sleeping routines, handling of
emotional upsets, provision for play indoors and outdoors.

ds Home visits and conferences with parents by
nursery school teachers,

e, Home conferences with the tercher of home
economics on supper, luncheon, and breskfast menus and foods,

and on problems of housekeeping.
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f. Follow~up with mothers regommended at baby
c¢linics by the deoctor. Adviging with mothers on preparation
of food for babies,

g. Cooking classes for mothers and>eld$r girls,
3tudy of food values and preperation of mealss budgets,
buying. Tests of verious brands of canned goods carried by
the &gthurdale Cooperative Store. Suppers given to husbands
and Invited guests atl end of cooking ¢lass courses. Studying
methods and technigues of eanning. Ganﬁiﬁg school garden
vagetables.

h; Superintendence by home econcmics Leuscher of
five voluntary groups of mothers cooklng lunch dally for
¢hildren at school.

i. Talks by doctor at Women's Club and treatment
of "summeyr ecomplalint,” the keeping of food in hot weather
without sn ice box, constipation, colds, innoculations; and
at the Hen's Club on matters of communilty sanitation and ine-
noculations,

J« Buperintendence by doector of stock oo drugs
purchased and carried by Arthurdasle Cooperative Generzl Btore.

ks Shared work on early problems in the organiza-
tion and runging of the first Farm Cooperative by members of
the high school stafl and homestead officials of the co-
operative,

1. Shered work on the schocl gardens during the

summer of 1935 by homesteaders and men teachers,
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e Farm study groups for men and boys with the

B
project agriculturalist, lr. Fharr.

B, Classes for women on gardensand the raising
of chickens,

@. Halsing of cabbage and tomate plants in the
high scheol greenhouse by older beoys.

P. Training under WPA auspices of the older girls
in courses int practicel nursing, in Physiology, in bedside
narsingy in invalid and infant diets, in preparation of foods,
in child care, in ecleaning, washlng, ironing, sewing, cooking,
and serving mealse

3+ Becreation
Husic
a. S8inging groups: male quartet; mele chorusy
women's chorus, mixed chorus,
B, Orchestra practice, older boys end men.
flaying lor squaré dances.

C. Malking fiddles snd mandelinsg. Older boys and

d. Lessons in playing instruments, Older boys
and girls.
4. Drama
as Adult drama group: men and women.

be High school drama froups high school pupils,
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5. adthleties
a. Sasket ball and baseBall teams, Older boys,
high school boys, also men of Arthurdale and from the
nelghborhooed,

b.  lHushball, volley ball, older boys, men and

o

1igh school hoys,
¢ Outdeor games: horseshos nitehing, tennis,
men, boys, women and girls,
8. "Good Times®
a. Square dancesg EVery weael,
bs Holiday Festivities,
¢y Informal birthday parties, plenics, house dances,
7« Other Classes in Ingtruetion
a. Trade instruction of men and older boys on the
construetion job in: carpentry, eleetrical and mason WOIK,
painting ang plumbing, work on septic tanks, and the like,
0, Work in school sheop on woodwork and electrical
studies. Instruction in cabinet wor: andg furniture-making,
¢+ Heaving of rag rugs and curtains.
de Heln in accounting, reading blueprints, details
of carpentry work.
€y Dlockeprinting el-sgi.
fo Pottery classes
g« Lullting, a netive art encouraged by the school e

he Lectures ang illuvstrated talks .



#s At the High School.

a, York on ths community newspaper .
b, Use of school and cémmunity 1ibrary.
Ca Shared work &nd interssts in the sclence,
la%@ratery ins ¢ollecting plants, animals, insects,
experiments with incubator
27
milk and water testing |
Arthurdale is in every respect a community school, The
interests and learning of the people centered in the com-
aunity school and the project, The school was made with the
veople, It met the urgent needs of the people and gave them
a new lease on life, and a wholesome happy atmosphere in
which to llve.

The Hollville High Schoole--This school is one of the

best examples of s community school in actlon at present,
Foltville i3 a rurel village nine ailes from the nearest
vostoffice, Deatsville, Alabama, It 1s set in an aversge

ferm community. The school is a part of the consclidated

23
rural school arca,

Holtville High School sat out to fit its students for

their future life in Holtville and to improve the life of

27
ibid.s ppe 337=341.
23
.., "Holtville High School”, Life, X (January 13, 1941)
Te OUa : ‘
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the community now., ir. Janmes Ghrie%zhargs the principal,
sayst “This sehcol has one objective, namely, to improve the
living conditlons -~ economie, soclal, and reercational-~

in this rural community.“g9 The program of the school is
built around this purpose. Consequently, there is scarcely

2 class which does not carry its students into some fornm

of community setivity, while in many courses the community
1s the laboratory or field of eperation for students' work.

Jpecialisls from Alabama Polytechnic Institute estimated

that ferm femilies could add an average of $300.00 per year
to their income by the proper growing and canning of fruits

and vegetebles. 4 large proportion of the fruits and vege-

»

tebles consumed there were canned goods, shipped into the

county, & loan of §7500,00 was secured by the school from

the Ferm Securlty ddministration. 4 good canning outfit was

procured without charge from the State Relief Administras-
Tione

Thé@ugh the National Youth administration work project
a cannery wag built. The boys, high school students, bullt
other needed buildings. When the cannery was properly housed,
1t was operated by home economics teachers and students. Frults
and vegetsbles were canned during the summer and fall. Heat

was canned 1n the winter. 4 small charge is made to the

29
dbld., p. 69.
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students are likely to be found making milk stools, repair-
ing farm implements, or building playground eguipment for
the elementary school.

Home economks students likewlse go oul into the com-
munity for practical experience. fach year one class re-
decorates the home of one of its members, sometime s ailded by
boys from agricultural classes who look after the planting
of shrubbery, [lowers, and a kitchen garden. The girls in
sewing classes relashlon old woolen garments into warn

1y

clothing for chiliren In the primary grades whose parents

Farmd
Y

=

are unnbdle to afford new clothing, Glrls in art and craflt

classes fashion draperies for schoolroons and for thelr

or small chllidren

By

homes. The glrls conduet a nupsery school

& student stafl edits and publishes a weekly newspaper,
the only paper in the community, which carries local =5 well
85 school news,

“he students manage a cooperative store. Hany of the
produets sold are prepared in the chemistry class. They are
tooth paste, shaving creem, shoe pelish, corn remcver, nail
pollsh remover, shampoo lotion, and slmple cosmetics and
ATUES.

“he barber shop caters to both students and outsiders.

A halr cut costs len cents. The beauty parlor alsoc serves Lhe

girls and the women of the comﬁunit Jets cost ten cents.



The electrical group zoes out and wires any buildings
that need it in the community. Also student plumbers take
care of all school piping and work in the community alse,

aealth groups keep records of conditions of grammar

schiool ehildren, They sdminister firgt eid for burns, cuts,

and faintiﬁg gpalle

e

.
The school is the chier center for community raecreation,
the school purchased a projection machine, and rents films,
five showinge a week are given, one in each of the four
'neighbcrhoeﬁ centers, Students operate the projector and
hmanage the linances, Admlssion is five and ten cents,
The schivol maintelins a game loan 1ibrary, fron which
schoel childrer @h@cﬁ out games at the end of the 8y, taking
them home for the e ejoyment of their families., 4 bowling
alley was bullt in the gymnasium and the alley is open to the
publlc in the evenings. Stude; 1ty bullt an archery range and

a barbecue pli for o

G

wpunity as well as school usge, They are
now developing g foureacre arboretum, which will be a com-
munity park,

The teaéhing stef{ of the school is not large enough to
give personal supervision to the many and varied activitiesg,
Senior students have shown repeatedly that they are competent
te glve the needed supervision, when they are entrusted with
the responsibility,

The group action is the best kind of object lesson in
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the working of democracy. The school 1tsell breedsg sell-
reliance, There are no rigld class schedules, Yhen a boy
gniers schooly he writes down what he wants to learn. He is

assigned %o classes accordingly. If he wants to learn to do

12
o
ity
w0
c&
D
5

something special he writes cher and oxplaine that he

&l

w11l not be in class for a while bercause he wants to learn
how to butcher or td string electric wires. &t regular in-
tervals, he writes a personal report on his work and
progress to bils parents and his teacher adds any aprrovriate
comnents,

A1 of t&é class work on sny of the activities are car-
ried out informelly. The pupils meet with the teacher and

tallk over their plans for the day

»

This is done informally.
ihe boys and girls are the: free to work as they wish on
the things they are iInterested in. The teacher scts as an
advisor and counselor. Only one out of feur Holtville
graduates goss to call@gs; but sc good 1g thelr scholastie
training thet not cne college entrant in recent vears has
railed.

At Holtville the ainm is to give the students 2 start
in living, The principal says, "We do not turn agt high
school graduates; we turn out educated citizems.“ngiving
cengenlally and happlly emong others is an art that requires
practice, Holtville glves students years of practice under
guldance of older people as well as an understanding of

30
ibid., p. 70.




beauty and spiritvel fuvlliliment of being a Ifree person,

Town and City Bchools

the Houltrie High School.--The High School of Houltirie,

Georgla, serves the youth from both lown and farim. The popu-

£

lation of Houltrie is about 10,0004 7,000 white and 3,000

3t

o
w
=
£
f il
o

Foa

Hegro. The high school I gnts is atliended by
voys and girls Irom the entlire county. mhnra are 3830
stu&aﬁ%s in high schaol. dbout one halfl is from Houltrie
and one hall from the surrounding farms. About sevenly pear
cent of the farm femllies are tenants, The school is at-
tenpting to meet the needs of both groups with egual
31

aGequacys

A Faculty committee makes an annual business survey of
Houltrie, and the courses lor town children are planned with
the findinzs of this survey in mind, The school pays close
attention in helping the farm boys to learn how to wrest
a living from the soll in the f{sce of all the obstacles
which Larmers face tmﬁa?.

“hen a boy enters the vocational agriculture class the
ingtru Qg; talks over the home situation with the boy and

c
his fathery and attempis to plan a progrsm of farm nrojects

Baucational Folleies Conmmls
}}ﬁﬂgc‘gfs% X ] DD 313"’3161

the Jays_of



suited to the home situaticn, The {athers commonly agree to

. x

small amount of working

£

fuénish land, fertillzer, and
capital for projects in raising hogs, beef colves, poultry,
cotton, corn, oats, vegetables, and itobacco. Zach boy then
rlans and carries on his own nroject under the supervision
I the instructor and with g cereful accountiing of expense

and income. “The boys have to face the same econonmle cone

4lthough the boys have individual courses, they work to-
“f*uﬁ; at timeﬁ, ?hey work on f::tili?ing} crops and feedlng
animals. They study government, agricultural programs and
the problems of taxation, farm tenaney and gconomic and
political gucgtions.

Projects inm which students, teachers, and parents work
together help to teach cooperation and to foster a better
comsunlty splrit, The school operates a communlty ca nery,
The project 1s operated on a non-profit basis, The people

who use the plant pay a small fee for fuel, lightis, and re-
placement of equipment, Boys in the vocational agriculture
class ean thelr own vegeta blcs, The school recoives ﬁalf of
their produets and uses them in the school cafeteria,
the home economics teachers and agriculture teschers
meet with adults in elementary school centers throughout the

» o "

county. ﬁgme visits are made and the outstanding problems

[34L)

are discussed and solved. The meetings are deveted both to
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America which began ss an experiment in demoeratic
institutions, can continue and grow as a demoeracy only
if 1t will concern itself particularly with these forty
millleon people of Toreign stock In this country who
virtue of uh@lr very nzmber? constitute a large par{i
of the mmss of American citlzenship. 32

T g Pl

 The program of the EZenjamin Franklin High School in 4

P

flew York City 1

i

described by Leonard Covello, an Italian-
porn Anerlcan clitlizen whose knowledpe of the problems and
needs of the fereign-born and thelr children hes becn galned
through personal observalion and sxperlence. Mr. Covello's
earlier years were spent in Hgst Harlem, the community in

g

which the éeheol 1s located, He has describer the school as
33 ‘
it is today.

‘The BenjJamln Franklin High School for boys is made up
of students from Esst Harlem and Yoriville, two communities
composed of many racial and national grouns. ‘here are
Hugsians, Germans, Puerto Riecans, and other 3panish-speaiing
peoples, Hegroes, Spanlards, and Italians, The Italian
group 1s largely in the majority. The population is dense,

»

usivae ol those

I“‘“

201, O”‘ persons live in 100 elty blocks, exe!
given over to narkets and warchouses, The income level is
relatively low., The diversity of racial heritage and tradi~

tion maxes for raclal misunderstanding and antagonisms,

33

Ibide, pe 125.



Insanitary dwellings, congestion in housing, lack of play
space, low Income, and a high percentage of fami%ies on
reliel are social facltors which determine conditions of
1life.

sn understanding with cenuinely svmpathetic interest
ig very laportant in an immizrant community where various

ethnle and nationality groupg are striving for integration

-
kS

with the natlonal 1life of a new country, These groups not
inly fall to understand American 1ife, but they do not un-
derstand one another, They are divided by differsnt traits,
convictions, and skills, They have no real facilities for
drawing nearer to one another because of these differences
and a differaent heritage. They live 1n the midst of tensien
and difficulties because of distrust and fear of one anothen
{hey are c@nstantly strugzling against intangible fsetors
that retard thelr rrogress. Uprooted from their nast, thcir
» 8 bewlildering. Language 4ifficulties hamper

The customs and traditions that bind them to

lture differ from American culture, This sets
the foreign-born apart and isolates them from the main cur-
rent of American 1life. The dual heritege of the child born
of forelgn-born parents creales many conflicting problems,
The colder groups, falling to make ad justients, eling to
their mother country, customs, and ideas. The young are

torn between the old and the new, The preservation of a
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national pride in thelr rascilae inheritance 1s luportant be-
causg 1t develops a sense of pride essential to wholesone
living., This should be the basis upon wileh to bulld an en-
during pride in the newer American heritage and to create a
national consciousness In which the best thines from the older
countries will De amerged with a loyaliy to American in-
stitutions and ideals. Our national unity demands such a
merger. the school iz the ﬁogiaal agency to ald in achieving
ite

To the foreign-born people, wholesome comeunity living

Fad

is almost an essentlal requirsment in the development of a
contented citizenship. The community-minded and comsunity-

gentered SC?@OL can JﬁCUme an eflective agency of nrogress

£

in countersciing these adverse influences and in restoring
Co Living on 2 saner hasis.

e yad 2 T Yy Y kS L vene g A
DenJamin Franklin High School is making every of-

It is seeling to understand the causes that create abuormel
ladlviduals and sociably unfortunate situations and 1t is
maxing an effoert to aid those who are not Q@hieving soclial
and psychologieal balance. Much of 1ts work revolves
around the need of direeting and guiding rebellious and de-
linguant youth into an attitude that will enable it io
achleve a normal outlook, a sense of social solidarity, and

an ambition that will motivate it to strive for congtruetive,



wholesome clitlizenship., It secks to create a wholesome com-
munity life in the Bast Harlem arca whieh iz based on a
neighbeorly attitude and a mutually cooperative spirit. To
do this requires many different activities, The social bonds
mast De created between the people of many racss and crecdse
The traditions of IZurope and the tradltion of America must

®

eitizenship and

3

be merged in the creation of the kilnd of
leadership of which the community and the nation will be

34
nroud,

A Community Advisory Council was created to helo bring

about cooperation beitweesn the school and various scels

ageneies. It 1s through thils councll that the neighborhood

ctivities are carried on. Zhrough comaittees the regular
scionl program is linked to the larger community srogram.
The school must conform to the curriculum of the city of Kew
Tork. ts scope lg linited Lni seh elircumstances. The

T o o 2 e A Fals 2,
paasis on musle, arts, and crafis, YWhene

the program 1s related to activities in

ihie school fostered u campaign to interost non-citizens
i securing thelr naturslization papers. The senlor class
visited all the schools stressing the imporisnece of citizen-

5 o

siilp papers. The school offered instruction in helping

34
Ibid., p. 141,
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The Housing Committee ineludes representatives from the
student body, the faculily, comnunity leaders, city housing

] . .y A . ™ 4 mmedd g , . 4
ficials, and parents, The lmmediate purposes are Lo se-

|~'-

of

cure a low-rent housing project lor the ares and a2 new school

building to replace the present old and inadequate stiruclure
A long time puwpose of the commiltiee included the establishe

*

ment of more effective zoning bto prevent the further inroads
of industry Into the tenement district and the Eaesi River

water Iront, and to lmprove _ocusing conditions of the whole

A gy e 5% e L] ir gy o 3 o, o , gt t i y
area, The housing project was assured and a new school
Terta r I N, e - - T Fews T . k4 LI o JCA S 5 TN, Fal
brilding was guaranieed by the Hew York CTity Toeard of

soclal disease, and methods of ilsmproving health condilinns

ganerally. The committee works to eegtablish oroper

roereational centers. It slso works closely with the health

Ty o IR o £l L w,l‘ ~ 3 Y -
he Touth Guidance Commitiee assists boys Iin zgchool to

ted to thelr needs, It aids in

)L.e

choose the sublects best suj

s

4y
Frsde

. I
104

e

.3‘
..J.—

ng part-tize employment for schocl bove as -

%

1 =as Jobs

for boys who have dropped out of school or graduvatcfeIt

fere

ielps them to adjust thelr problems and to meet all legal

(w8

requlirements In getting a Job.
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“he 0Lld Friendship Committee keeps in touch with the
dgrop~-outs' - beys who left school before graduation, It
seeks to keep them close to the school influence. It
arranges meellngs for the boys, and presents amusing and
interesting programs arranged by the boys themselves, The
boys who ars employed are on the slert to help other club
members to secure Jobs. The club acts as an adviser to
those who seeck help about their probleams,

ihe Racial Committee's main objeective is the creation
¢f harmony smong various racial groups. Thers 1s queh
friction in so wide a range of racial groups. Frograms
were initiated to countersct intolerance and unkindness and
to build in the student a co&sciausness?and a realization of
what tolerance, consideration, and understanding mean both
in individual growth and group progress. Yhe boys ha?e CO=

operated in the work in a2 fine way.
The Citizenship Gomuittes deals with Problems cone
aected with citizenshlp., It seeks to foster intelligent

leadership awong the students. It nelps the foreign-lorn

- with natﬁfalizatiam and becoming Americanized,
The Soclal Welfare Committee is one ol the most im-
portant groups working for s better school and a better come
munity. The trained members visit the homes of those in need
of assistance. It seeks to provide ald for students who are

not financially able to continue in schools All of the



0
R
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agencies of the school contrivute Iunds to help those In need.

“he Adult fducation Coxmitice works to provide an op=-
portunlty for those who wish to siudy and better themselves,
tnglish, forelgn languages, busin ss courses, art, music and

r

nte  The program ls flexible and adjusts itselfl

3. T T S S ko P b I , P e w3
Lo communily needs. ZThe Inglish clascses are very luportant

in nelping the foreigner Lo understand the school and to ad-

The Parents' Conmanitiee works with the issociation of
s

Teachers and Fgiends of the school. It provides a

hrovgh which school and community may find a common

ground. 1t offers social contacts for the neople in
crawﬁﬁd arens to inow one another in a neighborly way. Things
of interest 10 the whole community may be planned through it.
‘he iAgsociation of Pare&ﬁs, Teachers and Friends has de-
velored & Friends and Neighbors' Club where neighborhood ac-
tivities sre carried on., A foreign-born citizen donsted two
stores to the e¢lub to uge., Uthers donated other things to

»

Py gy e & Ty P R o L " . T T e M Y
naxe the bullding an attractive conmunity meeting place. The

b RPN e E e ™ < o Fe oo Yy P Y . E

landlord also donated a large square courtysrd is used
o - 3 oy ey .5 U Sie T U, - S N 1 I T o o R
ze a garden, Children had part in the court, the

5,

e o 22 i n y Y . “ S 3 1 S TP v g g ey T o oy 47 -
Chilldren's lour was established. 4t that tinme members of the
T [ Ipp— . 3 ne T 1 ; A YOUF TUUNL N
Assocletion have sgreed to come and tell old Duteh tales,

4 G T R R . NN S S

Inickerbocier tales, legends of the American Indians, Italian,

German, dusslan folk-tales, anecdotes of American hlstory, and
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other children's stories,

Conversation clubs were established. These assisted the
work in the English classes for adults. The non~Englishe-
speaking people are given an opportunity to improve their
knowledge of the English language through conversational prac~
tice.

The Speakers' Commlttee attempis to explain the phililos-
ophy, the program, and the objectives of the school to the
people. lembers of the commlttee aprear before civie organi-
zations and interestsd zroups to disecuss the community, its
needs, and the work of the school in relation to the com-
munity. It employs spealers who are able to speak in the
various foreign languages., Hany of the reople are better
helped to understand the 4merican Way and the school through
their own language,

Thus, through democratic group scilon, great social ob-
Jectives are being attained by adults and youth working to-
gether for communiiy betterment., The school feels that it
is contributing in helping the foreign-born to adjust hime
sell’; to overcome intolerance, to preserve cultural.herﬁages,and
to overcome & sense of inferiority. It 1s dedicated to the
creation of a common understanding and loyalty to the
mericen ideal and to a restoration of communal living in
whigh neighborliness and mutual helpfulness contribute to

progress, happiness, and wholesome living in EZast Harlem.
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The Wadleigh High School.~-The Wadleigh High School 1s
a school for girls., It is located on the edge of the East

Harlem district in Hew Yorks It is an old schacl with a

o

higlily revered academic tradition. It 1s situated in an old

[

nd neglected white tenement district. The streets are dirty

&4

and . the windows are broken by marauding bands of youngsters.,
Lnere as no friendly relation Dbetween the school and the

35
nelghborhood,

Under the leadership of the principal the pupils, teach~-
ers, and parents worked together to improve the héusing con-
ditions. The outstanding need in this community was interest
in the improvement of the houses, and making the sircets more
attractive,

The girls formed the Block Beautiful Club. They made a

survey of homes, halls, dumbwaiters, air shafts,and sanitgry
conditlions., The streets before the houses were examined.
A record was made of the number of rubbish cans used, the
number of helpers who took care of the howes, and the dates
when the apartments had last been painted. The reports were
cempiled and sent to the city Department of BSanitation,
Bulldings, and Iealth,

The pupils and teachers wrote letlers to property owners

of the block, to the Department of 3anitation and Buildings,

—
b

",‘{,,

-t
Lducational Folilcies Comnisslon, Learning the Hays of
Democracy, p. 270




to the precinct Pollce Ieadquarters asking that they send
representatives to meet with people from the scﬁaol and

\
parents to discuss the conditions surrounding the scheol,

Thus through the initiative of students, a long process
of community improvement was set in motlon, begimning with the
collection of data and the alring of grievances both by land-
lord and tenant, and leading on to constructive attacks on
problens.

The asectivites began when the girls faced problems which
wJare of lmmedlate concern to themselves and their families,
In each case, the students were free to do something about
the problems, and thelr discussions led to action. Butbt as
they atltacked their immedliate and relatively simple prob-
lems, they found that these led to more difficult and complex
questions. Partinerships were formed with older people,
twachers, parents, and other citizens. The adults and youtl
together forged ahead into reglons that students could not
have entered alone. The housing conditions were improved,
the school buillding reconstructed. Contacts and cooveration
with a number of governmental agencies were made., It was
only through the c¢ombined effort of the whole community that
these improvements could be made. The school acted as the
agency through which all the sctivities took place. 1%t was

36

instrumental Iin creating beauty and fostering good will,

36
Ibid, p. 272,




the Glencoe School.--Paul J. VWisner is directing a program

which 1s an @Xperimengrin community education belng carried on
in Glencoe, Illinois.a/ Glencoe 1s located on the western
shore of Lake Hichizan twenty miles north of the Chicago Loop.:
the town is essentlally a home-centered community. It has a
pepulation of 6,300 and about 900 pupils in school, The school
provides facilitiss for puplls from the kindergarten through
the elghth grade. The people in Ulencoe represent an sconoms. .
lcally privilezed cross seetion of Ameriecan life, The quiet
smburbén village offers release and rest for the professional
and business men. It 1s also a favorable place to maintain
a i1elatively ideal family life., It is essentially a home
centered and a child centered community. Both socially and
economically, Glencoe 1s an extremely %omogeneous soclal
group,., The cultural pattern is high.au

The predominating need of this community is a re-
orientation of the community toward the acceptance of larger
and more inclusive community purposes that will gradually
eliminate cliques and interest groups, There is a need for
a synpathetic understanding of héw the "other half" lives,
The comnunity has tended to grow smug.

"

The Parent~Teacher Asscclation has rnlayed a large part in

interpreting the school to the community. It also sponsors an

37 38
pe. 161, Lverett, op. cit., p. 51.
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adult~educational program. Adulis take part in the follow-

ing activities: town hall d:

r,-i»

ons, bhook Peviews, gyn-
¥ % G

Fts

sCusSs
nasium activities, typewriting, French, arts and crafts, and
choral musie, 32y participating in these activitles the

adults have been able to form a broader concept of education,

The room mothers sided in interpreting the educational
PTOgTam.

+he schiool set up a tentative curriculum program within
which social direction and desirable 'i lexibility could be
aciileved., It based the currieulum upon the fact that educa-
Lion 1s conceived as living rather than a preparation for

. »

1ivéng. It set up eriteria to determine what is involved

[

PN

n natural living activities. The following were glven:
areas of Living
4, Consuming Fhases of Life
1. Huriuring asctivities
Care of

inmature and less fortunate, ineluding

the slick, criminal and incompetent

1]

. Heintenance activities

shelter, and clothing

Froviding foed,
3. HRecreational activities

Flay activities of g1l

2}

Y

L]

orts, including creative
sctivities, arts, crafts, music, drana
3. Productive Fhases of Life

1. Reproduction



Home-building activities, mating, raising
children
2+ Producticn
Hunting, fishing, mining, agriculture,
manufacture
3. Inspirational activities

Soclal, religious activities, ecivic

service, and self-education

C. Faciliteting Fhases of Life

ivities

&
o
ot

1. Communication
Fress, rudlo, moving pictures, telegraph
2. Iransportation sctivities
4nimals, boats, railways, airplanes
2, Ezxchange activities
Buying, selling, distributing
4, Government actlivities
Soclal direction and control, municipal,
state, national, international
Y. Boclally Integrating activities
Community educational center, forum dis-
cusslon groups, Parent-Teacher Assocla-
tions, Rotary Club, and the like. 5
Thgough the Community Flenning Council the Community Hdu-

cational Center is directed. 7The council is made up of
30

Ibid., pp.73-74.




representatives from all of the agencies of the community of
Glencod., They ares the Boavd of Hducation, the Village
Board, Uthe Library Board, the Park Doard, the FParent-Teacher
Asséciation& the Woman's Library Club, the Chamber of Come-
meyce, the Rotary Club, the American Legion, tﬁe D.ALR.,

end one representative each from labor and professional in-
terest groups.

The functions cof the Community FPlanning Council are:

le To serve as representative asgency whos responsibility
shall be long-time planning in the interest of the continuous
improvenent of community life.

2. Yo integrate the individuval and social needs of all
persons within the community by the formulation of broad
soclal policies,

3. To make speeific recommendations to elective boards
and related social and civic recommendations to elective
woards and related social and civic agencies that will sug-
gest the means whereby community purposes can be achieved
wiﬁh the greatest degree of coordination.

4. To emphasize education continuously as the dynamic

zocial activilty upon the succese of which the improvement of
' 40

-

compunity 1life will uvltimately depend.

Ihrough this broad overview Glencoe hopes to lead the
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community in activities whereby individual and group ae-
tivities may bhe Integrated with reference to broader and

more Inclusive social purposes,



CUAFRTER IV

The directors and leading educators of the programs

described are all agreed that a community school is every-

w

3

one's sehool., It is made vl the people and for then.
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and interests o which they are a part,

The school mests the urgent needs of the people with every-
one's help. It holds that everything that affects the wel-
fare of the children and thelr families ig its concern. The
sommunity school is a place used freely and informally for all
the needs of living and learning. There 1s no set line between
the achool and life outszide, The scheol 1s the place where
living and learning converge.

An analysig of the examples glven in this study indicates
that an acceptance of the community aunproach to educstion in-
volves the acceptance of fundamental positions in both educa-
tional and social theory. There are some differences as to
vavs and mesns of accomplishing common objectlives. The edu~

e

cators do agzree on the outstending socisl issues that are

ot

fundamental to the establishment of the community school.

101



he concept that all iife is educative is generally

sy Leagchers and

el & o T P SR SR e g
wiiieoi mre Iound in locsl ares

drenang adulis are belng eunccouraged to gtudy thelr loenl com-

punity with a view to their lmprovement. The philesocohilcal
roneept that 6ll 1ife is educative is being implemented in
sractical educationsl progruacs, Administrators not only
accept thils concept bul are belping to orgenlize their com-
mamitles in such ¢ way thet soelal sgencies are exerting
thelr educational funcition in cooperstion with the schools,
Bducators and geaders take the positlion thal one lesrns
best through participation in actusl 1ife activities rather
than studying about life from textbooks. The activiiy be-

ith a problems The najor function of the teacher be-

comes that of guldling the punll in the solution of his

TS W T 5 ; . coopy xF ey o T B S T I PN y ot oo
croblem in sech o way as to expand his knowledge and

A g b2 4 g o + 5
.:QS:! ?1 L LiLL \J“‘i\ HT&'C \-43-‘ Cfa
\

s educatlonal progrens presented contein many in-
starces of the actlve participation of c¢hildren and adults
in the world about ther 411 of the aclivities had a marked .

benelicial Influence for the betterment of the community.

the educators accept the concept *hat adults and chil-

purvosss in both work and tlav.
¥ & £ &
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In our early days in the agricultural economy of our country
children and adults worked together. But with the complex
spocj@lizaﬁion of labor and compulsory education this close
relaﬁicn has been lost. Children have led sheltered lives
which Yave deprived them of responsibilities. Cnﬁldren, youth
ﬁnd adults nust again learn to work and play together, This
can bLe done when the problems of the community are met by
the participation of all concarned.

»

There is a growing conviction that public school sys-

tems ghould be primarily concerned with the improvement ol
comiaunity 1iv:n and “the JTu;OVﬁmGﬂi of the social ocrder.
The schools cof the past have been concerned with the passing
on ol the cultural herliage. Children are concerned with
rrovlems involved in  thelr growing up and in the life

A -

eround them~--this life has social problems that must be met.
The caseg clited accept the concept that public schocl systlems
should be primerily concerned with the improvement of com=-

and of the larger social order,

f..-i
<
b
-
ey
o

gmunity

The curriculum should recelive its

social orientatior Jrom majer croblems and areas of com-
munity living. 7Ti. present curriculum has been based upon re-
guirements for college aentrance, The major aim has heen that

of passing on the cultural heritage and the training of

scholars. Host of the com wnity school curriculums are in
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.

the wrocess of transition from an academlc subject matter
type of orientatlon to a more lunctilonal community type of
DTOETEN. 1R some cases the curricuium is too acadenmic, One
the developnment of types of
curriculums which arise from the newer funclionzl con-
cept of pubdblie e&ucatiom, A11 the educators agreec on the
community school concept and that the curriculum should
grow out of the special needs of the community. The
progrem 1s vitalized to neelt the needs of the particular
communities whiech present di”fercnt needs and problenms.
The educators and 1éadérs of community sechools en-
dorge the 1dea that public education should be founded up-
on democratic processes and ideals. 3elief in true democ-
racy as loag been acce;:;te:&3 but 1t hss not been practiced
in publie educatio in thé é@u.dﬂlu, school it has been

2

- of children are re-

¢

~

shown that where the opinions and work
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spected by achievements are al-

varys in
in winich the children asnd adultv cooperatively determine

purposes, administrative prO“CL”“&ﬁ, nethods, and content
1s inherent in the educational process itself, It is
through the actual participation of democratic education
that the children will bhe abie to understand democratic
principles and be of help in yresgrv ng &he democratic

way of life,
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Today educators are concerned with society as a whole,
They believe ihalt programs in cducation and in community

living come best through the developumeni of common concerns

Yt

o o 5 AR - PO G R L S 2N . . 4 \ -
gmong individuals, American scelety of the past has rece

w

opnized a highly individuslistic type of personal and gzroup

giort, The rise of individuals and vested interest groups
have brought about serlous problens in the gsoecial order.
& &

4

They have failed {o bring about the most good £y
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Todsy there is a definite emphasis in both schocl and soclety
uron cooperatively seeking out common purposes, and workihg

har to achieve the ends which are the mutusl concern

The educators recognize the responsibility of the pub-

£} Y

lic gchool for the education of boith ehildren and adults,

"

he rapid social changes taking place in communities demsnd

G

-

hat the adults be educated, too. lpdern conditions require
the development of the broader type of education found in
the compunity school., The school must work closely with the
rarents in the development of the child physicslly, morally,
esthetlleally, and intellectually. If the parents do not un~
derstand wnat is Leling done, the work of
futile. M6¢ th, housing, unesmployment, and conditions of

the community affecl the aiults of the cowmunity, and in

o]

turn affect the ehild. There is a concern for the welfare of the
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whole community, The school is no longer the sole agency
of education. Hdueatlon is the sum total of sll the forces
in the community -- the eclassroom, the pupils, health and

welfare agencles, the agricultural trades, Industries

oy

home-making departments, public libraries, museums and
recreational and rel*g¢ous organizations. The life ac~

tivities of the comwnnLty must furnish the basis for an

educatu onal progrem in which all persens, adulis as well as
children, participate.

There is need {or the teacher trsining Institution to
to carry on & community type of

preparation of teachers to engage in

+h

require fundamental revision o
teacher educetlon., Thelr euacauion needs to be put on a
practical basis, if they are to be able to direct and assist
intelligently in the many activities involved in a comaunity
sclhiocls

Thie communlty approach to education requires fundamental
r@yision of ecurrent academic thinking and practi%es. Fresent
day thinking on eﬁuéatioﬂal phiilosophy and the 1éarning

precess must be revised, The basic problems now facing the

s,

groups will become the

t"

dmerican public end local community

major problems Lo be deall with in the community school,.

The teaching - of sikills and AnOﬁ;CaﬂeS necassary to sue-

cessful living is to be done in the relatlon to the study

g
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and active participat’. i in the solwing of personal and com-

o

munity zroblems, & approach Lo community education bew-

comes functional through the discovery of individuval and com~

sunity nroblems and through attempls to desnl with suceh prob-

I

lens more effectively. Through this approach the schools

.,

1

accept, and attempt to furthsr, democratic purposes and the
improvem tent of the social order.

Trom this review of current schocl practices it is seen
that the various activities carried on in the rural sreas
lving conditions of the community. The
activities center around the health, economic, social, and
recreational needs of the community.

In meeting the economlec needs the rural schools have

dtered their activities upon the study of fary “ife and how
may be improved, aimong the arees studies arc gardening -~

~caching the [fundamental principles of agricultuie; soi

o

.

management, ferracing; study of pestsy power-sp rayings plant-
ing and »runing frult trees and shrusbery; corn-growings

seed testing; pig c}ubs; poultry clubsy dalrying, canneries,
meat refrigerntian plantsy and cooperative markets. In the

home economies department gilrls take part in the planning,

»

cooking, and serving of mesls; the canning of fruits and
vegetabless redecorstion of homes; care of infants; making

clothes; and hose eare and beautifiestion,



“he health needs are met by the adults and youth work-~
ing together to improve living conditlons in the community.
wome of the sctivitises are the establishsent of hot luneh

programs, nursery schools, baby clinles, rhysical exanina-

LaGng, 1mprovement oL Llv.ing

(53

conditions in the I@m@&, and
nealth habits,

Hany different types of recreational ac f“vitlus are car-~
rled on. loving pictures, singing, acting, dancling, basket-

ball, baseball, voiley ball, horseshoe plteching, tennis,

-

noliday festiva and parties are among the masf'representa—
tive types of rec¢reation in rursl areas.
ine activities in the city are more limited than in the
ural district. Liovst of the zetivities centef around the
improvement of the living Lardl‘imns in the congested areas,
setler housing conditions, &ﬁzorcement of the sanitary laws,

cleaner streets, and recrealional spaces are the core needs

&3

the activities centefvaroumd‘

hdctivities are carrled on that help the foreign-born
Lo edjust him é 1f to Lhe umgrican way of life, This is
ipit elubs of varilous kinds that promote o more

S e ey e - R A 3 e S o o . K
olerant understandin: and & Debler commupity splirit.
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