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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study 1s to give a briefl history
of Acsdla Paptist Academy, giving some facts essentisl to
the developuent, and to evaluate the curriculum of the
Academy.

The study has been limited to the historiesl background,
the reaslizetion of the need for the Academy, the origin and
development of the Academy, present locstion and size of the
Academy, works of the Academy, and the econclusions and recom-
mentations of this study.

The date concerning this subject have been taken from
books, the Baptist stete paper, letters from the superin-
tendent, and friends of the Academy, the Southern Baptist
Convention Minutes, and catalogues of the schools.

Care has been taken to follow good technique in his-
torical research. Controversisl issues, gossip, and hearsay
have been eliminated, and only such meterial as could be sub-
stantiated by documents snd informastion from people closely
connected with the Acasdemy has been employed.

No attempt has been made to add to or detract from the

educational significance of the Academy. An attempt has
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been mede to relste the history of Acadis Raptist Aesdemy in
such a way thst both the triumphs and the adversities will
be shown.

It 1s the wish of the writer to present this study in
such a way that it will cause the administration, faculty,
students, and ex-students of Acsdis Beptist Academy to col-
lect other mesterisl, together with the original msterials
used in this study and to place them in & permenent file

in order that friends of the institution may know 1ts story.



CHAPTER I1
HISTORICAL PACKGROUND

People

In order better to understand these Frenech people, who
they are, where they came from gnd why they are in South
Louisiana, the writer is glving a brief account of their his-
torical background. 8he believes these words will help those
who are interezted in these people to understand them snd
to realize their great need.

The French are grest people and their contribution to
the 1ife and developwent of the materisl and cultural life
of the state of Loulslana cannot be estimated here. Many
of Louisisna's greatest men have been Frenchmen. They are
awong the most ecourteous, hospitable, kindly people to be
found anywhere.

These French people live mostly in the southern part of
the state, but will be found scattered everywhere and are en-
zaged in all kinds of business,

The first white men to form settlements of any note in
Iovuisiana were the French. Du Pratz, one of the state's
oldest historisns, at Iberville's suggesation, located on the

St. John before the city of New Orleans was founded. WFe
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relates in his history:

I went to view a spot on St. John's creek, sbout
half a lesgue distant from the place where the Capi-
tel was to he founded which was yet only merked out
by a hut, covered with palmetto leaves, and which the
comaender hed caused to be bullt for his own lodging.
From this creek to the town a part of its banks is
inhabited by planters: in like msuner ss are the
long tanks of another creek. Thﬁ habitation of this
lgst go under the neme Gentilly.

During the first and seccnd quarters of the eighteenth
century, France was in possession of the territory of
Louisiana. The French company, chartered by the king, neg-
lected the vast agricultural regions which abounded in great
wealth., The distriet sbout Orlesns remeired a wilderneass,
inhabited only by & few trappers and Indiens, who found on
its imumense prairies, where vast herds of cattle roamed at
large, and in its lskes snd bayous well stocked with fish
and geme, a source of profit snd sustenance. The fur trade
" ecarried on was very extensive,

However, when Spain took pessession of louisiane in
1764, Spanish emigrants from the Cansry Islends and Canadlan
refugees settled in this region. The Spanisrds under the
order of Don Louls Bouligny attempted to settle at the present
site of New ITberie, Having ailed iﬁ%bﬂ sttempt to raise

hemp snd flex, they became discoursged and traveled to Lake

Tassa, in St. Hartin Perish, where they settled. Their

lig Page Du Pratz, The History of Loulsiana, p. 33.
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descendants occupy the land which was granted to their an-
cestors. ©
The German colonists came over to John Lsw's settle-
ment. They were industrious and becsme lmportant as they
furnished the c¢lity with vegetables, fruits, wlld fowl, and
fish., They gradually spread to the neighboring bayous, and
now thelr descendants are found throughout southern and cen-
tral Louislagna, It is interesting to note that tre names in
this section are French and not Germen, the German influence
having been absorbed completely by the French., This evi-
denced by the name Des Allemands, which is typiecally French.
It was their custom to load their pirogues with produce and
float with the current to the city where on Saturday they
held a merket elong the river front.°
The Acadigns were the prevselent type of people in this
south land; therefore it 1is necessary to review briefly their
historical background. WNevs Scotla was first settled by the
French in 16C4. Here they lived in peace and prosperity un-
t11 1713, when this land becsme a British possession by the
Treaty of Utrecht. Since the Freneh and English were at war,
the Acadians were harassed and persecuted. Finally, they

were deported in 1755. An estimste of more than six thousand,

probably asbout half of the population of the French descent,

2w, Perrin, Scuthwest Louisiana, p. 17.

EWilliam 0. Scroggs, Hural Life in the Lower iississippi
Valley about 1805, VIII, 268,
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ewbarked in ships which had been prepared for thelr deportas-
tion. Some of these exiles landed on the coast of the At-
lantic from Delawere to Maryland, penniless and starving.
Thelr one purpose was to reach Louisiana, the land of France.
They started on an overland pllgrimage from Maryland to the
Tennessee River, which they finslly resched after untold
sufferings, then to the Mississippi as far as Plaguemine in
the country of Iberville, wending their way through dismal
swamps and numberless bayous hefore reaching their future
homeg,

Longfellow hes memorislized this deportation in his

famous poem, "Evangeline,"

a story of our Payou Teche coun-
try.4

In 1764, with the comlng of the Acadians and the Span-
ish emi@raﬁts, settlements grew up along the bayous and even
greater trade developed. Louisiana, which was now under the
rule of Spain, beceme more prosperous. Spain realized the
wealth of the colony depended on the development of its
agricultural reaocurces and in the raising of stock and cat-
tle in its rich pasturage grourds, The fostering of these
industries became the polioy of the Spanish‘government.
Wllltary posts were stationed in different districts of the
province. The Pogte des Attakapasc, which was stationed on

the Bayou Teche, attracted settlers. It was here that many

“Ipig., p. 263.
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of the Acedlans settled after their long journey from Mary-
land,®

When the Spanish governor took possession, financial
ald which had been given to the Acadians by France was dis-
continued.

Here the people lived, the Indian, French, and a few
English, trading among themselves until the first deéade of
the nineteenth century, when the territory, in 1803, became
the possessicn of the United States. AL this time there
were twenty distinct zones of rural settlements within the
limits of the present state of ILouisiana. These people set-
tled to e simple life, They were mostly concerned about
being left alone to their simple necessities, and to enjoy
1ife.®

The French settlers secured land from the province of-
ficlals through oral and written titles. Regardless of how
these were secured, the rights were transmitted by inheritance
end the lands could be seized for debts.’

lieny of the Acadlaen houses consisted sclely of wood,
the locks, bolts, and keys often being made entirely of this
material,®

These Acsdians, who were illiterate, were descendants

of the ignorant peasants from Normandy. Living upon a rich

SPerrin, op. cit., p. 18. 8scroggs, op. cit., VITI, 263,

71, L. Smith, Farm Trade Centers in Louisiana, p. 3.

“Tbia.
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soil, with the woods at their back door affording game and
the bayou at their front door teeming with fish, they felt
no need for industry. An easy way of travel snd a cheap
mezng of transportation were within his reach.

Each of these isolated villages without the influence
of the schocl or the printing press developed s dialect of
its own, whieh today is still heard in words, phrsses, snd
terms that are unintelligible to others. These pGOplé, who
sre Simple and hospitable, resent the nsme "Cajun."

Ar. Interesting Aeadian custom was thet practiced when
a betrothal was announced. The neighbors aggembled and a
log canin was erected for the young couple.

There were very few educational faeilitles at this time.
Scme twenty years later, appropriations were masde by the
state for educational purposes, However, rich planters
who could afford it sent thelr sons gbroad to be educated,
The group of educated wss in the minority.g

Southern Louisisna, which is the point of interest, is
settled by French-spesking people and exhibits s variation
growing ocut of the "family-size" farm, The river or bayou
wes selected as the polnt of departure and their homes were
uade here. The holdings were a series of long narrow
strips lying side by side. Kosds followed the banks of the
streams. Yor miles and miles the bayou presented the ap-~-

pearance of & long one-street village with houses on esch

9gbid., pp. 3-7,
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slde. Occasionally & church or school, or trading center,
was seen, Plantations were interspersed here and there.
The type of organization contalns elements of both types,
the isolated farm and the villsge eommunity.lo

During the past thirty years louisisna has witnessed
a general disintegration of the old plentstion system of
farming. This 1s lmportant, because it witnessed the growth
of larger trade centers which replsce the general stores
which were run in conjunction with the plantation. There
were scattered trade centers. The centers now are speclal-
jzed units localized in different sreas.ll

The tensnts, msny of whom sre Acadians, are slso 11lit-
erate, although their contacts with the outer world sre much
greater. The educated minority is found in smell profes-
slons, such as store proprietors or owners, lewyers, and in
& Tew cases dentists and doctors.

Auvtomobiles and good roads brought about & revolution.
liethods of communicatlion were ehanged and rural 1life was af-
fected. There has teen & grest modification in the‘relation~
ship between open-country population and townsmen, whose so-
elal contackts have completely changed. The mechanization
of agriculture and lmproved methods of transportation, faster
communication, increased mobility, and widening social hor-

izons reduced the number of swmell rural canters.lg

10Dorothy King, Phases of Bayou Life, pp. 59-60.

lsmith, op. cit., pp. 9-14.

128, w. Gilmore, Soeiel Isolation of the French-Speaking
People of Rural Louisiana, p. B3.
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The langusge spoken here in these isolated plsces is
not a pure French, but a dialeet commonly called "Cajun
Patos." It is said by some to be the language spoken in
France at the time original settlers left for Nova Scotia.
This dialect, which is a product of soeial isolation, 1is
alsc a source of this isolstion., They were left without a
means for spoken communication, and had no reading faelilities.
Thelr oceupations, which were self-sufficisnt, assisted in
causing thls isolation which surrounds these people. Their
interests were within the communlty. They so0ld or bartered
fish, furs, and moss to the local shopkeepers. The factors
of languasge, occupation, and travel set up a bigh degree of
social 1solation, csuging their culture to remain the same.
The icedlans have a dlstinct ststus asmong other grouping in
the state. This produced in them a provineial outlook, s
resistance to social change and devotion to time-honored cus-
toms. The Acadlens bed no interest In government, save when
a question srose in regard to appropristion of money to
improve a cut-off between bayous. A few have attsined some
degree of American culture. 1S

Until a few years ago and even now in many gections,
these people have been influenced very little by American
progress. They stlll sit in darkness. They are 1lliterate,
lgnorant, =nd superstitious. Meny do not know any more than

to eat, drink, and enjoy life in their own way. They live

13¢ing, op. cit., pp. 61-62.

ottt
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in their narrow world., They cen neither read French nor Eng-
lish, and know practicelly nothing of the outsgide world, 14

fiowever, this condition is changing. The young genera-
tiocn is ell going to school and the old ones are encouraging
them. They are beginning teo think for themselves, and a
revolution is on smong them, They want to learn, They are
not a lazy people. They asre thrifty and industrious. No
one ig more desirous to be an Américan than these young
French people. They heve many good qualities, They are
friendly and easily approached and very hospitable. They
have great capscities to develop thémselves.l5

These people are our nelghbors, our evangelistic oppor-
tunity, and our responsibility. They have been robbed of
spirituel opportunities, Most of them know only a religion

of ceremonies and enpty formalism, 1¢

Religion
Louisisna was settled by French colonists. With the
soldiers came priests. Some were godly men, gome were ad-
venturers,but all were servants of the church whose tenets
they taught. Their chief aim seems to have been the preserva-
tlon of the teachings of the Catholic Chureh, and nct‘the

establishing of the right relation between men znd God.

Leyaurice Aguillerd, Acadia Academy, p. 8.

187big., p. 9.

16ﬁary Lou Jenkins, Around the World in Loulsiana, p. 39.
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The official religion of the province of Louisiana dur-
ing the French and Spanlsh rule was the Roman Catholic faith.
The preaching of other faiths was not allowed, partiecularly
during the 3panish rule, All Protestants who attempted to
preach the Gospel were subject to expulsion and penslties.
With the provinee passing tec the American control came peo-
ple from other states, who were not familiar with the tenets
of Catholicism =snd had united themselves in thought and
spirit to the seversl Protestant denominations, 7

The sltuvation of the country in 1802, when it was turned
over to the Americans, was not ideal, Secular and religious
instructions were lnadeqguate; laws were not well established
and enforced; the settlers came from different localities and
nations, and there were often feuds and misunderstandings
among them, Pesldes the things mentioned here there were
many others which caused difficulties among the people.
The difficulties in Iouisiana were more serious than in other
parts of the country. %The provinece was controlled from over-
seasy some of the governors were not interested in the wel-
fere of the colonies and only looked sfter their own inter~
ests, while some were able and even brillisnt men. Pesides
all this, there was frequent change of policy that 414 not

tend to security or permanence.lg

174enry E. Chembers, History of Louisiana, I, 460.

: 1850nn T, Christian, History of lLouisisna Baptists,
p. 15.
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The religion of the country was Rowman Cetholic and no
other was tolerated. The splritual suthority wss high sbove
the temporal; the bishop sbove the governor. The blshop was
pald more then the governor. Quoting from John T. Christian:

However that may be and while waiting for the na-
tives of the Northwestern part of America to enter
willingly or by foree into the bosom of the Chureh,

and uvntll converts csn be established throughout the

country, the bishop of Louisisna limits himself to ex-

ereising his ministry in the interior of the cclony,

and since the spiritual, in the eyes of every good

Spaniard, is as high above the temporal as the soul

1s gbove the body, and as the cavaller is above the

horse, it is quite necessary that the emoluments of

the one also surpass greatly those of the other.

Consequently, by & Just and moderate appreclation,

the bishop receives ennually fifteen thousand

plasters as a fixed sglary, while the governor gen-
erally receives six.lY

The inhabitants of Louisiens recognized no other re-
ligion than the Catholic. However, they were not persecuted
for thelr religious opinicn by the priest.<C

Great respect was shown for the dead. The burial cere-
wony was sad and respectful. This cersmony Or mess was Ye-
peated four or five times g day, the priest deriving a good
profit from i%.

Protestants who died were not buried in the Catholic
cemeteries; and since there were no cemeteries for them,
thelr bodies were deposited in an open field which was used
as a pasture for horses and cows. The burisal was 80 shallow
that sometimes it happened that the dogs digging with their

feet would get st the bones snd gnaw them, All who were not

191p14., p. 20. 201bid., p. 22.
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Catholic were considered ss beasts, and ferocious in their
religious opinion.®l

Bienville enscted the Plack Code, WhichAfamained the law
of the land until the Amﬁricéns took charge of the country,
before leaving the provinee. It was published in March, of
the year 1724, and contained all the legislation applicable
to slaves, Some of the provisions of the cession of
Loulsisna to the United States have been incorporated into
the Black Code which is now the law of the land., It em-
bodies the views, feelings, and legislation of our ancestors
mwore than a century ego. Its first article declares that
the Jews were forever expelled from the colony; and the third,
that the Roman Catholic religion was the only religious
creed which would be tolerated in ILouisiana., It 1is diffi-
cult to imagine by what causes, or ideas, these provisions
concerning the supremacy of the Roman Catholic religion and
the expulsion of the Jews came to be inserted in the Rlack
Code. When O'Rellly becsme the Spanish governor, he thought
it necessary to re-enact the Black Code by = special procla-
mation.%e

It was D'Reilljfwho ingugurated the Spanish Inquisition

in Louisisna. Seversl attempts were mede to fasten the In-

qulsition upon Loulsiana. Phelps 8ays, ag quoted from John

2l1piqg.

“Cnarles Gayarre, History of Louilsiana, Vol. I, French
Domination, pp. 326-363.
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T. Christien:

What prevented the grim chureh of Spain from tak-
ing such hold upon ILouisiana as it had done in other
colonies wos not the then small influence of alien
Americanism, but the very nature of the French peocple
themselves. They were a gay people, light-hearted
and generous, independent, and impetient of reatraint.
In their nature there was a kindly toleranece which
shrank from the eruel tyranny of such a prlesthood as
dominated Spain and the Spanish colonies. Even the
Spanlsh Governors were imbued with this ecclealsstical
power within harmless bounds.<

Afraid the mere nsme of the Inquisition would not only
check immigratian but would also be capable of driving away
those who had already come, Governor Miro issued a pledge
that the new colonists should not be molested in matters of
religion, provided there should be no other public mode of
worship than the Catholic.Z% i

In 1723 the spiritusl coneern of the colony was not
neglected. Loulslans was divided into thﬁee grand eccles-
iestienl districts. The first extending from the mouth of
the Mississippi to Illinois was entrusted to the Capuchins.,
The Carmelites hed all the section of the country whieh
spread as far as Mobile; the Jesuits were entrusted with the
Webash and Illinois districts. Orders were given and pro-
visions were made to build churches and chapels, as the
colonists had to assemble in the open alr around wooden
crosses erected in the flelds, or public thoroughfares and

roads, for want of proper places of worship.zﬁ

25%Cnristian, op. clt., pp. 25-26. 2471pig.

“SGayarre, op. cit., I, 357.

meimspes
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Religious conditions in Louislanag at the time of the
purchase were very distressing., In 1815 the Massachusetts
Bible Bociety sent two agents to Loulsisna. These agents
had gone from Natchez to New Urleans by boat and wrote this
soclety of the condltions slong thelr way., Mills end Smith
reported:

We found the banks ecleared and many very ele-
gant plantations. The whole distanee of the banks
appesred llke a village. The greater part of the
population is ignorant of every thing except what
relates to the ineresse of their property. They
are destltute of schools, Bibles, and religious in-
structions. In sttempting to learn of the religious
state of the people, we were told that they had no
Bibles and that the prilest did not sllow their dis-
trivution smong thew. An American who had resided
two or three years in a place that had the aprearance
of being a flourishing settlement told that he had not
seen a Pible during his stay in the place. He added
that he had learned that a lady from the State of New
Ybrkggad come there recently and had brought one with
her,

In 1815 Mills, sccompanied by Daniel Smith, made an-
other trip to the state and reported that there were Ameri-
cen familles In the state who had never seen a Bible nor
heard of Jesus Christ. He says:

It is & faet that ought not to be forgotten that
a8 late as 1815 a Bible in any langusge could not be
bought in New Orleens nor could one be given away.

The only difference in Sunday and lionday wes that
all the men went hunting on Sunday. In the chureh
one found only the women and ehildren snd the slaves.27

It is interesting here to state that in 1943 the stu~

dents of the Baptist Bible Institution of New Orlesns slone

distributed over 17,000 coples of the Bible and portions of

26Christian, op. cit., pp. 28-29. EvIbid;, p. 29.
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the New Testament in this French section of Louisisna, Other
evangelical churches alsc do mlssicnary work in these places.28

Sanitary conditicons were very bad after the removal of
the seat of government from Biloxi to New Orleans. There
were only a few hundred poor huts in the settlement. The
people had malaria all the time, and yellow fever was very
common, Smellpox could not be controlled because the priest
opprosed vaecination. The colony was poor and the revenues
for the French government were very small, Becsuse of thls
the French government did not feel inclined to care for the
colony. Some of the persans who had been accustomed to all
the luxuries and had been educated in the schools of France,
had come to the eclony. They wanted thelr children to have
the same type of training that they had received in France.
They appealed to the governor and negotistions were begun
with the religious orders with the hope of receiving nuns
end prilests as teaschers to come to the colony. Finally,
after extensive negotiations with Roms, satisfectory arrsnge-
ments were made and s company of Ursuline nuns were sent
over to the eolony. They lived in the home of Rlenville un-
til one could be built for them.<Y

There seems to have been a school taught by the priest
for boys. The nuns were to teach the girls, The school for

girls prospered and efforts were made tc help the boys.

28Jenkins, op. cit., p. 41. 291p1d., pp. 41-42.
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Bienville presented the great opportunitlies to France and
- urged that teachers of geography, geometry, the classics
and the "principles of religion which is the basisg of
morality"™ be sent to the colony, The request was refused on
the ground that the colony was not important enocugh for such
effort. Other efforts must have been made as visitors spoke
of the people as bheing educated and refined. After the
ILoulisisns Purchase some educational efforts were made, but
they were mostly controlled by the priests. Very few iIn the
rural sections conld teke sdvantage cof the cultural oppor-
tunities offered.>V

It was vnder conditions like these that the Baptists be-
gan thelr work in Louisiana., The religion of the sountry
wes confined to that of the Roman Catholic Church, The
people were heterogeneous. The standard of morals was not
slways of the highest type. The country was thinly settled
end was not prosperous., Some of these conditions were
changed by the louisiana Purchase. liore settlers came and
to some extent new ldeas prevailed; but there was much
jealousy between the natives and the newcomers. Bubt in
gpite of all this, the Protestants began thelr work.

Politicel and commercial activities were such as to
monopolize the attention of the newcomers during the first

year or btwo of American contrel. Gradually these late

301via,
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arrivals awoke to the realization that they shouvld not dls-
regerd the things of the soul and spirit. Abcut the time
when the second territorial government was asbout to be in-
augurated a movement was started to organlze a Protestant
place of worghip in the city of New Orleans. A fund was
ralsed for this purpose and s meeting wes called to meebt in
the Cgbildo to complete plans for the new religious ven-~
ture.°!

A week later gnother meeting was held to determine what
denowination the preacher wes to come from. A vote was
taken and thus came Into existence the first Episcopal Church
to be establiched within the present limits of the state of
Loulsiana. %

As there was no suitable place in whieh to conduct serv-
lees at first, it was decided to use the assembly hall of the
Cabildo. Fhilander Chasse was secured as pastor, Later a
church building was erected and became known as the Christ
Church. This was only & crack in the shell of the en-
trenched church, but socn a wadge was inserted and the open-
ing continued to widen during the century that followed.®®

In 17¢¢ Bally Chaney preached the first Baptist sermon
in the state of Louisisns to a settlement near Raton Rouge,
tut he was not permitted to organize a chureh on secount of

Catholic opposition,9%

3lChsmbers, op. cit., I, 461, 3£1pid., p. 462.

v s

A

SIbid. S4Jenkins, op. cit., p. 45.
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There were Paptists among the many colonists who came
efter the Louislena Purchase, but they were scattered, they
hed 1ittle krowledge of each other, they were poor and there
was very little lesadership. Eoman Cetholics aebout them were
the dominant factors in everything so the Paptists made very
slow progress. However, againat these odds they endured and
grew.,

In 1804 other Peptist rreachers settled im the state and
began to preach. Ezekiel ('Quinn and Joseph Willis, licensed
preachers, took part in every religious movement in the new
country. The churches were very far apart and for the most
of the year the bayou was the only means of travel and com-
minication.

This is a dark picture, but some men were Talthful to
their task of uyresching the Gospel to gll the settlers, and
this included thelir French neighhors, They distributed
Bibles that were so often confiscated by the Catholie
priests, who were still the power in politles snd religion,
rezardless of the chenge of government in ILouisiana. Some-
times our missicnaries of today will find & Bidble in the
homes of some of the families who do not know where it came
from originally. Lvidently these Bibles are some that were
nct destroyed and heve been handed down through several gen-

erations as heirlooms. The mosses of the people were

59Chembers, op. cit., I, 461-462.



21
i1lliterate., With a few exceptions all the French preachers
that Loulsigna Baptists have had in the last thirty years
have had to learn to read after their conversion.”®

The Catholic Church, as has always been her policy,
opposed the public schocl or any other school in the country.
She erected schools of her own, and has fought against the
coming of schools in southern Loulsiana. The power of- the
church kept the people in ignorance until & few years ago
when public schools sprang up throughout the section, and
these French people began tc go to school to become Ameri-
canized, >’

The Freneh misslon field in Louisiana extends from New
Orleans to Lake Charles, from iorgan Clty to Baton Rouge.
This is a reglon populated by people of Freneh descent. The
country is not only plecturesque in landscape, but the people,
too, are interesting and lovable. They are among the most
courteocus, hospitable, kindly people to be found anywhere.38

dlany of these people have large femilies, though they
may not have been legslly msarried. This resulted from not
being able to pay the priest the amount he charged for the
warrisge ceremony. iany of them, after conversion, have been
maryied by missionaries or pastors in the presence of their
grandchildren,

There is a grest humility in these people. Vhen they

“CJenkins, op.cit., pp. 45-46. 37 pguillerd, op. cit.,p.7.

SSBaytist iessgge, Sepfember 2, 1943, p. 5.
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are converted, they give their all. They want to help ecarry
on the Christisn work at once.

To bring the Gospel to the neglected portlons of south
louisiana 18 to dlspel ignorance, illiteracy, svperstition,
and fear.

This French mission field is Louisians's lergest evan-
gelistic responsibility aﬁd\greatest opportunity. louisiana
Baptists have made more efforts to evangelize the French
than any other neglected groups in the state. liore Intersest
has been manifested in work for them, snd more men and
woney have been gilven to thils fileld then to eny other in

Lauiﬁiana.gg

3%1p1d.



CHAPTER III

THE REALIZATION OF THE NEED FOR THE
AGADIA BAFTIST ACADEMY

The greatest hindrance to the spread of the Gospel in
Ioulsiana among the French people is thelr inability to
read the Bible. Practically none of the French ever have a
Pivle until they are converted. Some have been tsught to
fear the Bible and never touch it. They are very supersti-
tious. They do not know God. Their religion is & low wor-
ship of images and blind following of the priest. lHany do
not go to chureh.

Their first desire after becoming a Christisn is to
tell their people about the Bible. The Baptists soon saw
that it would be necessary to have & school where young
French men who wanted to be preschers ecould learn to read
thelr own langusge as well as English. The children of those
who have been converted needed s sehool where they could be
taught free from priestly interference and interpretations
of the Bivle.

W. J. Westberry, who was pastor of the Pilgrim's Rest

Church, Church Point, Ioulsiana, in 1907, decided to look

23
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things over in this great fileld. After looking over that
vest section of unevangelized territory, his spirit became
stirred for missions, He had always been interested in the
spiritual welfsre of the French people and now realized that
there must be a school to train Baptist Freneh preachers and
their echildren. There was at that time much interest and
discussion of the evangelistic move in that section, The
Baptist state papers and meny of the pastors of the neigh-
boring churches showed much interest.l

The following article on the need for s school of mis-

sions in south Iouisisna was written by'E.‘C. Routh of Texas,

associate editor of the Beptist Standard, after a wvisit to
the fileld:

Beyond all doubt one of the greatest needs in
that fileld of appalling destitution is g better system
of education. There 1s no where in the south 8 more
fruitful field for mission schools. T visited
Faquetaique where there is a little Baptist school
supported by the pstrons who pay one dollar a month
for each pupil, This school is taught in their meet-
lng house., In this school, the only one of its kind
in the state, are eighteen children from strict
Cathollic homes, and thirty or forty children from Bap-
tist homes. All these ehildren are taught English in
the school, but telk Freneh at home. In not more than
three or four of these homes are the parents able to
give these children any help in the elementary studies.
lLet these schools be scattered over south Louisiansa
and the rising generation will speak English and breek
forever with Catholicism.<

This schocl was a forerunner of Acadia Academy. It operated

two years and disbanded., That was the first school opened

1jenkins, op. cit., pp. 114-115.
®Beptist Standerd of Texas, March 16, 1514.
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for Christian education in south Louisians. Another small
school wss opened by the State Mission Rosrd but it failed
to survive,®

Years were passing by. isny young men were teing con-
verted with no eduestional sdvantages. They realized the
need for an education for the ministry, but there was no
school where they could get it. Pastors of the nearby
churches saw this need also. They began to try to get the
State Mission Board interested.?®

In 1913 W, J. Westberry, who had become interested in
the spirltual welfare of these French converts, begsn to
promote the idea for some kind of g mission school for these
French people who wanted to become ministers of the Gospel
to their own people. After many years of untiring effarts,l
the dream of this worthy men who was interested in these
negleeted French people was about to be realized. He had
at tlmes almost gilven up hope of establishing a school for
them. But now the time had come. The result was the open-
ing of the Acsdis Academy, October 1, 1917.5

The next chapter will tell about the origin and growth
of the Acadia Academy.

3Jenkins, op. c t., p. 115,

e

4aguiliara, op. cit., p. 13,

o

Jenkins, op. cit., p. 115,



CHAPTER IV
THE ORIGIN ANWD DEVELOPMERT OF ACADIA ACADEMY

The Period from 1917 to 1823

After much effort on the part of W. J. Wesatberry, a
comulttee was sppointed by the State and Home lilssion Boards
to investigate the move of establishment of a mission school.
The committee reported unfavorably and the plans presented
were rejected. He continued his fight in the face of all op-
position. In 1917 another committee was appointed, consist-
ing of Dr. B. D, Gray of the Home iission Beard, Dr. G. H.
Crutcher of the Stete Mlssion Board, and J. W. Westberry,
pastor of the Pilgrimt!s Rest Baptist Church at Church Point,
Louisiana.l

The {irst meeting was held in the Coliseum Place Bap~-
tist Church, New Orleans. This committee wes respongible
for the selection of 2 slite and making of the plans for the
beginning of the school. They were given full authority to
sct. The Pilgrim's Rest Baptist Chureh, Church Foint,
Iouisiana, offered to give five thousand dollars and twenty
acres of land for a site on which to build a sehool., This

offer was accepted by the committee, and the ehureh was asked

1jenkins, op. eit., p. 115.
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to proceed with the bullding 1mmediately.2

The church selected a voard of trustees of which W, J.
Westberry was elected financial secretary for the solieit-
Ing of all funds. The board of trustees was authorized to
tuy the land and raise funds for the building and furnish-
ing of the first unit, This they did. The Home Mlssion
Board agreed to pay the salarles of two teachers for the
first session, J. H. Strother, who was pastor of the Queens-
borough Baptist Church of Shreveport, Louisisna, was chosen
as principal, and Nea Leet was selected as assistent.”

The principael regched Filgrim's Rest Chureh the f£if-
teenth day of September and faced the task of erecting e
building end organizing & school for that year. A large
crop of rice and good prices made conditions favorable.
In two weeks W. J. Westberry had raised more than $4,500
and let the contrsct for the first building‘4

Cn the morning of October 1, 1917, the Acadia Academy
was opened. It was opened In a public school house (the
Richerd 8chool) about one mile from its present site. There
the Acadeuwy had its genesis, The school opened with two
teachers and fifty-four pupils. Due to the feet that the
rublic school was expected to open soon, leaving the Academy
without a place to teach, mede 1t necessary to construct the

bullding quiekly. Before Christmes the new home was ready.

2Ibid. Saguillard, op. cit., p. 15.
4Tvid.
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Early the next year, because of the large increase of students
enrolled, two teachers were added to the faculty. Helen War-
ford was employed to teach music gnd Thelma Haygood was em-
prloyed in the literary department. Ry the end of the second
session the enrollument had grown to 150 students.

During the second year the lHome Mission PFoard made an
appropristion of seven thousand dollars for the school, and
seven teachers were employed. A girls!' dormlitory and four
cottages were needed., These were very necessary to take
care of the boarding students and faculty. A campaign was
gtarted feor this fund and before the}end of the second
term $14,00C was raised for the dormitory. One of the cot-
tages was bullt by the gift of Mr. end Mrs. G. W. Bottous
of Texarkana, Arkansas. Through the help of Dr. G. H.
Crutcher, the appropriation of seven thousand dollars was
to be glven annually by the Home Ifission FPoard to run the
sehool.®

Hear the close of the second term W, J. Westberry suc-
ceeded in getting the Pilgrim's Rest Church to donate the en-
tire school plent with all of its holdings to the State s~
sion Board, the school to be maintained as a mission school.
The board took over the property in its own name, then W. J.
Westberry closed his officlel connection with the school,
though his interes} in the school and its works did not
diminigh. UFe continued to help the school in its struggles

°Ibid. 6 1pida., p. 16.
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throughout the years to come.’
Reverend L, U. Comolander succeeded W, J. Westberry as
financial secretary, He also served as principal for three
terms. He resigned in 1923. At this time the Academy went
through a period of derkness and struggle for its life. It
scemed that the school would have to be closed, The State
Mission Poerd seriously consldered dlsposing of the property.

They had almost lost the vision of the need and usefulness

of the school.8

The Period from 1924 to 1929

In that dark hour of the school the State Board asked
T. E. Mixon of Pineville, Louisiana, to goc and look the sit-
vation over with a view of his sccepting the pesition as prin-
cipal of the school. The school was closed and things looked
discouraging. DBut he was @ man of courage and s good builder.
His scceptance of the position as principal of the Academy
marked the bveginning of a2 new life, and a period of prosperity
for the schoel as well as for the mission work. imch praise
and appreclation are due him for his work st the Aecadias
Acedemy. During his term of office many lmprovements were
made. His task was to blaze the way through a thiek forest
- of ignorence, superstitions, finenclal problems, and meny
other hindrences that stood in the way of progress.

He bullt e boyas! dormitory. This dormitory was buillt

7 Ibid., p.17. 81pid.
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by the donation of five thousand dollars from birs, Elts k-
Alpine of Opelousss, Loulsiana, a loyal friend of the school.
He also built eight additional cottasges for married students,
a dining hall, a large cow shed for the schoel's milch cows,
a light plant was bought, waterworks were installed, and many
other improvements were mede. #When he became prineipal
there were only twenty seres of land belonging tb the school.
During his term of office he bought two more tracts of land
adjolining the twenty scres already owned by the school.
First he bought thirty ascres and leter he bought fifteen
acres more, making s total of sixty-five acres. All these
rich acres were put into cultivation except those near the
buildings. A filling station was tuilt where the students
who had csrs could buy their gasoline at cost. Y

Besides himself, Mr., iixon had six other temchers to
help him with the school work. Thus the Academy grew under
hils leadership from a very small school which had been
closed because of lack of interest, to & strong Academy.
The spiritusl and missionery side of the school had also
grown remarkably.lG

The mission students had grown in number from about six
to over fifty. If a student felt in his heart that he wanted
to preach and wanted to come to the Academy to prepare, his

age dld not matter wilth Mr. Mlxon. He mede room for all of

®Tpid., pp. 18-19. | 0734, p. 20,
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these students to come, and he gave them all the changes
possible for them to succeed in thelr work. He asked for
nothing except a testimony of their desire. Some married
students came to school with large famillies and had to start
in the A B ¢'s. Through the help, careful training, and

leadership of Mr. Mixon and hls helpers, they succeeded. 11

The Feriod from 1930 to 1935

After the resignstion of Mr., Mixon in 1930, A. S. New-
wan, a graduate of Lovisians College and of the Baptilst Bible
Institution, was elected principal of the Academy. He moved
on the field and took charge August 1, 1930,

bvil deys had fallen upon the fecademy sgain because of
the depression. It had been necessary for the school to go
in debt snd the depression made it hard going. Things
looked dark again. There was much fault finding, and eriti-
cism of the leaders who happened to be in office., There were
meny troubles and misunderstendings. The faculty was disor-
ganized and things in general confusion. The school had a
debt of approximately four thousand dollars snd a bhank balance
of ninety-eight cents. This condlition, with the depression
in full blast, called for mueh faith and coursge in the new
principal. These he did not laek.

From the very first day A. S. Newman administered to the

1lmhag,
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school the first dose of his leadership, the school took on
new life. In spite of the fect that there was less money
coming in to run the school, he began to pay on the debts
of the school little by little. He ran the school and by
September 1, 1932, he had paid all the debts of the sechool,
all current expenses, and had a bsnk balance of seventy-two
dollars, He went about stopping all possible leskage and
was untiring in his plegadings with the fabultg and students
to practice the most rigid economy.lz?

If any of the students mlsunderstood him at first,in
his flght to save the school, they socon saw his love for the
sehool and the French people. He led the sechool 6ut of dark-
ness in two years. Great ewmphasis was placed on the spiritual
slde of the school 1life. The missionary spirlt which had
temporarily slackened was revived by A. S. Newman and his
consecrated teachers.l®

During the first year of A. S. Newman's principalship
the faculty was composed of R. K., Ogden, Sadie Caine, iiami
Leblanc, Christy Wyatt, end Gladys Hayes. The next year
G. G. Casselmen replaced R. K. Ogden, Emma Mee ioCowley re-
placed Sadie Calne, and the next year Frances E. PBroyles re-
pleced Emms Mme MeCowley. This efficient faculty brought the
school into a very commendable econdition., Every teacher was

a Paptist and a college graduate. A. 3, Newman received the

121v14., pp. 21-22. 131pid., p. 22.
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degree of Doetor of Theolcgy while he was head of the school,
&nother thing worthy of notice about this faculty is that
all except one were graduates of the Baptist Bible Institu-
tion. They were gll missionary in spirit.lé

After A. S, Newman took charge of the school many im-
provements were made. Three new cottages were built on the
property, and he also bought five additionsl ascres of land.
Truek ferming was developed to such an extent that the school
nearly fed all the students from what it produced. Much
canning was done forqthe seheool in the summer time under the
direction of Mrs. Newman. Students, single and married,
were requlred to labor in the field as work for part of their
board or to make provisions for their families,1®

The sechool was taken out of the 3tate Co-opsrative Pro-
gram in 1932, To pay for the sslaries of the teachers and
all the running expenses of the school, A&, S, Newman had i
but five thousand dollars a year given to the sechool by the
Virginia Woman's Missionary Union through the Home Mission
Board. Whatever expenses the school had above this amount

was paid through personal gifis from the pe0ple.16

The Period from 1936 to the Present
In 1935 A. 8. Newman resigned as principal of Acadia
Academy and Dr. Alfred Schwab was slected principal. Dr.

Schwab 1s a graduate of Loulsiana College and of Scuthern

141p14., pp. 22-23. 151pia., p. 23. 161p14., p. 24.
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Baptlist Seminary. ©Poth Dr. Newman and Dr, Sehwsb and their
wives used thelr particular talents in the development of
the school. It is ilmpossible to say that elther of them has
been more useful than the other. Each has been neegessary in
hiz day and the school was enriched by all.17

Dr. Alfred Schwab, superintendent, and G. G. Casselmann,
principal, were alded by s competent teaching force in the
school work at Acadia Academy. 1In 1935 the total number of
students was 105, the majority of whom were either preparing
for the ministry or to dc mission work. Concerning the work
of the schocl Dr, Schwsb writes:

During the year 1636, several thousand dollars
were spent in new builldings and in repalring property
on our campus. In the summer of 193%6 & six-apartment
house was buillt at a cost of approximately two thous-
and dollars. It is now free of debt. A central garage
wes bullt with scrap lumber. This garage houses
twelve ecars. A barn, caring for ten cows, was built
for the married students. A pressing shop was built
as a matter of convenlence and to prevent firest.
Recently a dish-washing shed has been addsed to our
kitechen. We are now completing the job of building
concrete sidewalks between all our msin buildings.

The school has no indebtedness of any kind. We at-
teupt to live within our income. By rigid economy
we are able to keep our heads gbove the water,

Approximately one hundred churches 1in Loulsiana
are served by former Acadia Academy students, The
founder and pastor of the First Baptist Church of Val-
peraiso, Chile, is a former student of the Academy,
All the French missicnaries of either the Home or
State Misslon Boards, except Iucien C. Smith, re-
ceived their pre-college training in our school.

Reverend Jack Shaw, cne of our students, has led
the people in the Toole mission to build a cthapel. In-
terested friends in this nelighborhood have donated the
woney. Our students have assisted in the erection of

17Jenkin$, ep. ¢it., p. 119.
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the building which 1is belng oceupied at present. For
two years they met in s home and many were converted.
In one family four generations have been converted.

John A. Walker, gnother student, has been pastor
of the Prudhomme Chureh all this year. This new
church, located four miles from the school, peys
Brother Walker fifteen dollars a month and supports
21l missionary causes. The pastor and other students
vislt in meny homes of Roman Catholics, reading the

ible end teaching them,

Reverend Stafford Hebert, who graduated here last
year, 1s now in Loulsians College and making the honor
roll, He 1s only nineteen years of sge, and married,
lMen of this type are our hope in the future for French
missions. The uneducsated pioneer cannot do the work.
When Brother Hebert found that he could not pay rent
for a house at Loulsiana College, he scrapped up lum-
ber and built s trsiler house. He will be a second
Lucien Suith, we hope. Several of our last year's
graduates are doing well in various colleges, 18

The Home Mission Boerd has helped to provide g teaching
force for this Academy since its organization in 1917. IMore
than half of the students of the various nationslities mre
prepering for some line of Christian serviece, and while at-
tending the Academy they are getting prectiecal training and
experience in mission work in the various parishes of scuthern
Louisiang.

The enrollment grew to 110 students during the session
for 1939 and 1940, forty-six of whom were ministerial,

The student body consisted of the following nationali-
ties: French, German , Italian, Indian, and Spenish, These
students and teachers, under the leadership of Dr. Schwab,

preached weekly in thirty churches snd mission stations,

laﬂﬁeports of Committees," Minates, Scuthern Baptist
Convention, New Orleans, louisisna, 1957, p. 70.
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traveling in four directions a distance of one hundred
miles from the Academy. They were especially sctive in

Avoyelles, Aéadia, Jefferson Davlis, Allen, Evangeline, and

Iberia parishes.lg

Dr, Joseph T. Filelder was elected principsl of Aeadia
Academy in 1941 to succeed Dr. Schwgb. ifuch personal work
was done durlng his first year of service. Dr. Flelder gives
the following report for 1942:

Acadia Baptist Acedemy hss seventy-one acres of
land in the midst of & rich rice farming section,
eight miles from the Church Point, Louisisnas. On the
beautiful campus are twenty-four frame buildings, con-
sisting of classrooms, dormitories, store and student
cottages.

The Acedemy operates a three-fold program for the
full twelve months of the yesr. The work program en-
ables students to earn from one-third up to two-thirds
of the board and room expense. The boys cultivate a

. farm of gbout thirty-five acres and a gerden of eight
acres, care for the school eampus gnd livestock, The
girls do the work in the dining hall, and kitehen, also
help in canning food from the garden.

The school maintains a complete standard high
school end in addition offers work in the grammar
school grades for speclal students, Registration for
this yesr shows seventy-szix in high sehool and twenty
In grammar school,

The misslion program inecludes two types of metivi-
tles,namely, a few places where pioneer work is belng
done In homes, and work in mission stations which
has been esteblished and is being supervised by nearby
churches. There are flve pastors of half-time churches
going out from the academy each Sunday,?

The Home Hission Board continues to pay salaries of two
workers at Acsdia Academy. Rev. Eddis Savoio, one of the

Bible teachers who 1s supported by this board, has charge of

19114, , 1940, p. 272. 201bid,, 1942, p. 285.
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mmch of the mission work dons by the students in that sec-
tion.zl

The enrollment dropped to seventy at the beginning of
the 1944 session of the Academy. So many of the young men
have gone into the armed foreces, and this acecounts for the
decrease at the school. The school has hed a struggle to
keep from going into debt this last term beecamuse of the in-
crease In cost of running expenses.

However, quite & number of improvements are being made
in spite of these adversities. The Rible department has
been expended. Up until this year at Acadia Academy PBible
has been more or less s survey of the whole book, distine-
tions in courses being based mostly on positlion in the 0ld
or New Testament. The courses were Bible I, ineluding Genesis
to II Chroniclesy Bible II, including Ezrs %o linlachis Bible
ITI, incluvding Matthew to Acts; and Bible IV, 1ncluding
Romans to Revelation.

Upon recommendation of the trustees indlvidually, and
because of a deeply felt need for information in the equip-
ment of the vworkers on the field, classes have been organ-
ized in three new lines.

All these classes are well attended this year and are

P 2 22
inereasing in size.

l1p1a., 1944, p. 287,

ggﬁaptiﬁt llessage, November 8, 1944, p.1.
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Rev. H. €. Price assumed the pest of superintendent of
Acadia Academy in March, 1945, He comes well recommended to
i1l this importent place. He is = men of good edueation
and ability as an executive, 29

Progress is already being made in repairing the prop-
erty. Some new equipment in the kitchen and dining hall is
being rapidly assembled and will sdd mueh to the attractive-
neéss and convenience of the school.2%

A number of the ministerial students have regular
churches and several missions are held each week by the mis-
sionary and ministerial students,

From now on, students will be admitted to the Academy
enly on previous spplication and substantisl recommendations.
It 1s the desire of the school that the churches and pastors
reccmuend students of character, consecration, and with the
determination to take advantage of opportunities of fered.
The Acedewy is not equipped to care for boarding students
under fourteen years of age.25

48 Stated by the charter, the object of the Academy is
a8 follows:

"The cbject and purpose of this corporation shall
be to own, and operate, and conduct en academy, high
school or schools in or near the town of Eunice,
Louisiana, and foster Christian Education, in all of
i1ts branches in the State of Louisiana, under the
ausplces of the Baptist denomination.! Others have

asserted that its purpose is "to carry on & full ecurss
of high school instruction, together with whatever

23&%&'3 lareh 22, 1945, Pe la EéIbid.
£51b1d., p. 7.
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grammer school work that might be required by those
who plan to do Christian work, and to carry on a
definite mission work among the Frenc-speaking peo-
ple.”™ It also aims to glve adulls a second chance
to get & high school education.28

Since dirccted study is effective study, sll of the
study periods at Acadia Baptist Acadeny are‘supervised by
some member of the regular faculty. All the boarding stu-
denté'éﬁtend a study period in the library each night and
each student has a perlod in the library during the day.
Since the classes are small, the work in them is highly
individuelized.?'

Weekly reports concerning the progress of each student
are sent to the office. Report cards with a record of the
work dome by the student are mailed out to the parents or
guardians at the close of each six-weeks'! period. There ere
four ranks of grades, namely, A (superior), B (above éverage),
B (average), and D (below sverage), All lower grades are
classed as fallures,2®

Those who expect to continue work in a ccllege are re-
quired to present seventeen units of credit, one of which is
rhysical education. The other required units are English,
four; mathematics, three; sclence, one; social science, twog
inceluding one in clviecz and one in Ameri can higstory. One
year in Bible 1s required for a diplome from Acadia Baptist

Academy. A record of good conduct and high moral character

“6acadis Baptist Acsdemy Catalogue, 1944-1945, p. 4.

€71vid., p. 7. 281pid.
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is desired of those who sre Zgilven a diplcma.gg
This is the cnly academy in the Southern Raptist Con-
ventlon to train French converts. The sehool is now g fully
accredited senior high school, meeting all the requiremanﬁa

of the State Department of Education,SC

29Tpid. 501h14., p, 4.



CHAPTER V
PRESENT LOCATION AND SIZE OF ACADIA ACADENY

location

The whole French section of Louisisna is loecated in
one of the richest and most beautiful parts of our country.
There 1s a great future for that section of Loulsiana, be-
cause of its rich soll, climate, and natural resources. The
only reason it is not now one of the lesding sections, not
only of the state but also of the South, 1s that those who
have to do with it are thewmselves undeveloped. The soll and
climzte permit the growth of slmost anything. Meny of those
uneducated people have a fortune without muech effort and with
little ability on their part. The rest of the world is yet
to hear of this section of Louisigna.} |

Acadia Baptist Academy ls located seventy miles south of |
Alexsndria, Louisians, seventy mlles east of Laske Charles,
and one hundred miles west of Beton Rouge, Louisisna. It is
midway between Crowley and Cpelousas, Louisiana, and in the
center of Acadia Parish. It is eight miles from Chureh Point
and Eunice 18 only nine miles northwest of the Acasdemy. It

mey be reached on the Southern Pacific, Texas and Pacific,

laguillara, op. cit., p. 25.
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¥riseo, and Roek Isiand Railroads. It ia only fifteen miles
north of the Old Spgnish Trail which passes through the town
of Rayne, Louisiana| directly south of the Academy. A large
fine gravel road that runs between Eunice and Church Foint
passes right through the center of the Academy land. The
school cen he seen firom meny miles around as it is on g
hill. It cen be eas/ily reached in =a short time from any

of the towns mentiocned above.2

Buildings
There hss bean/@ large growth in the buildings and
equipment slong with‘the growth of the student body. There

are now twenty-four frame buildings consisting of classrooms,

dormitories, store, gerages, administration bullding, and cot-
tages for students a%& faculty members, >
The aduinistration building is a two-story frame struc—
ture, fifty-six by sﬂxty~eighﬁ feet, having seven class- '
rooms, a study room éc accommodate two hundred puplls, and a
chapel thet will seat three mndred people.
The girls! dormitory is a two-story frame building, well
built of the bsat materials, having a reception room, offiece,
and rooms with baths for thirty-five girls. One of the
teachers acts as dean of women and helps in every way to

care for the girls.

“Acadls Baptist Academy Catalogue, 1944-1945, p. 4.

Slidnutes, Southern Baptist Convention, 1942, p, 285.
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dormltory was made possible in the summer of

donation of five thousand dollars by lirs.

Etta icAlpine of Opelousas, lLouisisna, s loyal friend of the

Acgdemy. This

building has rooms and baths for thirty men.

It is slso s two~-story frame bullding. A man teacher is in

charge of this

dormitory.

The dining hall is one of the newest bulldings at the

school. It 1is
out. It seats
is done by the
of the food is

There are

well equipped, cool, snd beautiful inside and
more than sixbty people; most of the serving

girls who work for part of thelr board., imch
produced on the Academy land. 4

eleven cottaeges for the married studentsa.

They are from two to six rooms in size. They are all well

made and comfortable, having electricity and rumning water.

These are given the married students free of rent, There

are also four cottages for the teamchers, and & besutiful

home economics

ccttage.s

In the summer of 1936 & six-azpartment house was buillt

et & cost of approximately two thoussnd dellars. It 1s now

free of debt.

A centrel garage was bullt with serap lumber,

This garage houses twelve cars. A barn large enough to care

for ten cows was also built for the married students.

There is a high sehool building with two large rooums.

Strong oaek chalrs with large right arms are used for desks.

“Aguillard, op. ¢it., pp. 26-27.

Sicadia Baptist Academy Catalogue, 1944-1945, p. 5.
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The school also haes s f1lling station for the use of
the school cars cnly. The building has been used as a store

and as a branch post office.®

Lend

ihe schocl owns sevenbty-three acres of some of the best
land in Louisisna. In 1617, the heginming of the Acadeny,
twenty acres of land was given by the Pilgrim's Rest Baptist
Church for a site on which to build a school, When T. E,
ixon ceme to the school as principal, he bought two more
tracts of land adjoining the twenty acres already owned by
the school, During A. 3. Newman's term ss princlpsl, six
acres more were bought, This land 1s level and non-washable.'

Thirteen acres of this - land is occupied by the eampus,
and the remaining acreage is divided into a garden of six
aecres, a pasture of seventeen acres for the upkeep of the
livestock, asnd thirty-seven scres of crop land, this being

cared for by the students.®

Finences
In 1917 the Pilgrim's Rest Baptist Chureh gave twenty
acres of land on which to build g mission scﬁcol and five
thousend dollars on s building.g

In 1919, through the help of Dr. G. H. Crutcher, the

6%ﬁnutes, Southern Paptist Convention, 1937, p. 261.
"D, A. Youngblood, letter to the writer, July 10, 1945.
Earcadin Baptist Academy Catalogue, 1944-1945, p. 5,

YIbid., p. 4.
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Home Mission Board provided seven thousand dollars a year
for teschers' salaries. Fourteen thousend dollars were
raised to build a girls' dormitory and three cottages. There
was a period when, becsuse of financial distreaég the Home
Hssion Board discontinued its help and the Louisiasna Mis-
sion Roard carried on the work of the sehool,lC
) The Home Mission PBoard is now paying three thousend six

hundred dollars per year on the sslaries of the teachers
from a designation of five thousand dollars made ennually
by the Virginie Women's #issionary Union from their larch
Week of Prayer efferings.ll

1t costs $214 per pupil ennually to operate the Acsdemy,
Loulsiana Baptists pay all of this execept the three thousand
six hundred dollars received yearly from the Virginia Woman's
Mlsslonary Unien.lg

When 1t was epparent thet the income of the State iis-
sion Board had decreassed to such an extent that there would
not be sufficient funds for the Academy, the school was taken
out of the Co-operative Program and given peruission to go
afield for whatever funds were necessary for its support.
A regular part of the plenned work of the Louisisna Woman 's

#isslonary Union i1s that of providing boxes of clothing and

food for the students. lany of the associations send canned

10jenkins, op. cit., p. 116. 1l1pia,

12Ba§tist Wessage, November 9, 1944, p. 7.
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goods snd even livestock and chickens every fall., All the
work on the campus being done by the students, the school op-

erates very econcmically.15

Other Froperty and Equlpment

Acgdia PBaptist Academy owns seventeen fine purebred
Jersey cows., These cows furnish milk for the boarding hall
end also furnish employment to boys who wish te work theilr
wey through school,

Water is pumped from g deep well on the campus by sn
electric pump and windmill, Electricity is furnished by
the Gulf State Utilitles,i?

13Jenkins, op. eit., p. 117.
14p. 4. Youngblood, letter to the writer, July 10, 1945.



CHAPTER VI
THE WOHES AND ACTIVITIES OF ACADIA ACADEMY

This chapter desls with the works and activities of the
Academy, considering first a brief biography of each prin-
cipal of the school from the time the Academy was opened to
the present date. The second part deels with the curriculum
of the school. The third desls with the varlous getivities
participated in by the student body. The last part of the
ehgpter considers some of the advantages and influences of

the Acadie Academy.

Principals
J. H. Strother. -~ Reverend J. H, Strother, pastor of
the Queensborough Bsptist Church of Shreveport, louislana,
was elected principal of Acedia Baptist Academy in 1917.
He was & graduste of Loulsigna College. He served as prin-
cipal of Acadls Acedemy until 1920.1

L., U. Comolander. -- Reverend L. U. Comolander was a

graduste of the PBaptist Bible Institute, New {rlesns. He

‘'was a consecrated wman snd a good worker, He served &8 prin-

eipal of Acadia Academy for three years and resigned.z

laguillerd, op. cit., p. 15.  2Jenkins, op. eit., p. 117.
a7



48
I. E. Mdzon. -- T. E, Mlxon of Pineville, Louisiana,

was elected as principal in 1624, He had a degree from
LOuisiana Collége. ‘

T. E. Mixon wes a builder, teacher, and é walking adding
mpchine., He had a rubber patience which was often stretched
to 1ts very limit iIn his dealing with the students gnd the
financial problems. His leniency in dealing with many of the
very lgnorant new students ssved their usefulness in the
Christien work and kept thew in school until they mede good
ministers of the Gospel. He served as principal of Acadis
Academy until 1930 and then resigned.s

A. 5. Hewman. -- A S. Wewman, a graduate of Louisiana
College and of the Paptist Bible Institute, New Orleans,
was elected principal of Acadis Acsdenmy in 1930, He recelved
the degree of Doctor of Theology after he became head of the
Academy.é

Dr. Newman wss an educator and a man of ability. His
administration proved his ability as an executive and also
28 an educator. He lived and talked for these French people
in and out of school. He spent many of his Sundays 1n some
French section trying to read the Bible to them in their
homes.s

There was no little and unimportant thing with him on

the wission field or in the administration of the affairs of

34guillard, op. eit., p. 18. 41b14d., p. 21.
°Ibid., pr. 28-23.
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the school. He resigned in 1935, 6

Alfred Sehwab, -- Alfred Schwab, s graduate of Louisisna
Collegé and the Southern Baptist Seminary, was elected prin-
cipal of Acadias Acedemy in 1935.7

Some improvements were made during Dr. Schwabd's adminisw-
tration. Three thousend dollars were spent in new buildings
and repairing the property on the campus. Concrete side-
walks were built between all the main buildings. Ry rigid
economy br. Schwab kept the expenses of the school within
the income. He resigned in 1940, °

Joseph T. Fielder. -- Joseph T. Fielder came to Acadig

Acadewy as principal in 1940, He is a2 graduate of Herdin-
Simmons Enive?sity‘g

Dr, Flelder 1s a man of marked education and ability.
This is shown in hie work with the students at Acadia Academy.
During his term as principal the Academy operated s three-
fold prograw for the full twelve months of the year. imch
personal work was carried on by the wmissicn students under
his excellent leadership, He resigned from the Academy in
1944,10

Eddie Savoie. ~- Eddie Savole, a graduste of Louisians

College, served as principal of the Academy the first part of

GIbid., P. 24. 7Jenkins, op. e¢it., p. 119,
“Minutes, Southern Beptist Convention, 1937, p. 70.
95cadia Acedemy Cetaloge , 1944-1945, p. 5.

laﬁinutes, Scuthern Baptist Convention, 1944, p. 285.
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the 1944 term, He did fine work while he was geting as
principel. He 18 a Bible teacher in the school, 11

H. €. Price. -- H. €, Price, Th. M., assuméd the part
as superintendent of Acadla Acsdemy in Mareh, 1945, He seems
thorcughly cepable, utterly devoted to the task, and is a
tireless worker. He has the utmost confidence of all the
people. The local attitude toward the Academy 1z splendid.
The physical plant of the schocl has been remarkebly lmproved,

and the spirit of the school is great.12

Library
The school has s very good library of one thousand
volumes which afford opportunity for reference work, collat-
eral, and other readings. These helpful religious books are
sn ald to the preaschers in thelr work. One of the students

works for pert of his board by acting as librarien,1d

Curriculum
The course of study is the same as the public school
system. HNothing below the sixth grade is taught except for
speclal mlssion studenta who have felt the call for aspecisl
religious work., They are cared for in extra classes. Many
times there have been men and women in those classes who were

s old as thirty-five years of age. Some started in the

11p, a. Youngblood, letter to writer, iay 28, 1945,
121hid. 131p1d., July 10, 1945,
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first grade. Even though thsy started in these low grades,
advanced in age and hpving large famllies, some have grad-
uagted and sre working in the best French ehurches, 14

In addition to the regular high school course the stu-
dent mmst have Blble study to grsduate, The Bible depart-
ment has been expanded during the 1944-1945 term. Up until
this term at Acadis Academy, Bible has been more or less g
survey of the whole book, distinction in cocurses being based
upon position in the 0ld or New Testament. The courses were
Bible I (Genesis through II Chronicles), Bible II (Ezra
through lislschi), Bible III (Matthew through Acts), and Bi-
ble IV (Romans through Revelation). The new courses are
01d Testament I, 0ld Testament II, Gospels gnd the Acts,
and Epistles and Revelation.,1®

Another attrasction of the Academy work is the mmsic,
An effieclent tescher 1s in charge, making it possidle to
have as good music as could be had in agny other school.
It is given free to all mission students and their families.
A small tuition 18 charged to outside students. Frivste
leasons may be had for instrumental musié. FNo credit is
given for church music; however, it 1s taught to those who
are interested.lﬁ

A high school laboratory furnishes opportunity to do

14pguillard, op. eit., p. 30.
15Baptist liessage, November 9, 1944, p. 1.

161b1d., p. 2.
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the work necessary for all sclences teught in high school.
During Dr. Newman's term of service as prinecipal, much im-
provement was made in the laborastory equipmant.17

In 1944, the school curriculum consisted ot nine sepa-
rute departments, nemely, Bible, English, social science,
naturel science, mathematics, foreign language, home eco-
nomics, comméreial coursges, and msic. 18

Four years of work were offered in Bible, 0ld Tests-
ment I, or the story of the Hebrew people, was offered the
first year; Old Testament II, the second yeary Gospels and
The Acts the third year; snd the Epistles and Revelation
the fourth year.lg

Pour years were offered in English. Such es graumar,
litersture and speech the first two years, composition and
Americen literature the third year, and composition end
English literature the fourth year.go

The natural sciences included general science the
first year, blology the second yesr, asnd chemistry the third
year,

Soclal sciences were commercial geography, commereial
civies, general history, American history, economics, and

governuent ., 21

17pgu111ard, op. eit., p. 31.
lSAcadia Baptist Academy Catalogue, 1944«1943, p. 0.

1¢71h44. 20Tb1d. 2lrpid,
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Four years of work were offered in mathematica, lathe-
matiés was offered the first two years and algebra and plane
geometry the third and fourth years.,

Two years of French and two years of Latin were offered,
Latin being offered the lest two years.

Two years were offered in home economica, Cooking asnd
sewling were both taught.

The branches taught in the éomm@rcial department were
shorthend, bookkeeping, and typing.

The course of study in music consisted of private les-
sons in instrumentsl music, beginners' course in theory,
stvanced course in theory, and choir leadership in chureh

music.22

Student Activities

Every day vegins with faculty prayer meetings., All
classes open with prayer., The chapel hour hes grown into a
very lmportant and distinctive institution. For thirty
minutes each day faculty members snd students enjoy singing,
Bible study, family talks, short sermons, Or g program of
entertainment snd instruction, Frayer meetings are held in
each dormitory daily,2d

Each Tuesday evening is what is called o Mission Band

weeting, when all of the students who have volunteered for

221pid. 251pid., p. 6.
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speclal services come together to hesr and to give reports
of thelr religious setivities during the previous week., At
some of the meetings inspirationsl talks are heerd. It is
al¥ays a high hour and one can hear all kinds of almost un-
belisvable stories and experiences had on the mission fleld,
Visitors are alwéys invited to these meetings and often
cateh the missionary zeal of this group,24

Each Wednesday evening the entire student bedy attend
the regular prayer service at Pilgrim's Rest Church, which
ls located op g twenty-acre piece of ground right off the
campus of Acadis Academy.

Regular preyer groups are formed in each of the dormi~
tories for dally prayer and meditations.25

The Woman's #issiocnary Soclety composed of the women
on the campus end the Young Women 's Assoeclation enlisting
the grewn girls are active on the Campus. There are both
the Royal Ambassadors and the Girls! Auxiliary meetings for
the ehildren who live on the campus. These are all church
activities, 26

Each Thursday evening the preacher boys are called to-
gether to discuss problems relative to their work ggs pastors
or wlssion workeras. Good fellowship, helpful information,
and spiritual Inspiration are the rewards for attending these

maetings.27

2471hid. 251hi4.
€61piq. 27 1bid.
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At the beginning o the falil semester the student
body elect their own officers and give them the power tq
formulate regulstions to direct and control the conduet of
the whole community. This gives an opportunity to develop
cltizenship and leadership.gg

doat mission students are taken in the mission bus and
are carried to different mission points as far as thirty
miles from the school. Mission work begins on Friday and
£088 on through Sunday night. Students take their lunch and
80 in groups to different towns and eountry places to apend
the week-end on the fleld. Every student 1s expected to taske
part in the missionarpy aetivities of the school, 29

There is also mmch physicsl lsbor 80ing on gll the time.
fiost of the mission atudents work for rart of their board,
Some work in the doruitories, dining room, sehoolrooms as
Janitors, library, and some take care of the livestock,
doing the milking and feeding. st of the lsnd is eulti-
vated end that requires mueh work. This work is done by the
students. ipbst of the married students have some kind of

%
crﬂp.'“O

Advantages and Influences
Acadla Baptist Academy is & mission school, lissions is

the chief rurpose for its existence; the other things are

“81b1a. 291b1d. - 30114,
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secondary, It was founded for the purpose of bringing the
Gospel to over half sz million French Catholics in southern
Ioulzisna. The school takes in and trains workers for any
field of mission. Many times the mission students are al-
most equally divided between Freneh and English, with a
small number of Spanish, Ttelien, and German, Ilissionary
activities are well directed by an efficlent membey of the
faculty. Plans are made and the fleld is considered as to
its adventages and disadvanteges. The worker is helped in
every way possible to mske & success of his particular
flela. >t

Acgdia Academy has had g grest Influence in southwest:
louisiena. Located in one of the roughest and most back-
ward sections of southern Loulsigna, the commnity is now
one of the best and cleanest,32

The Acedemy has grown to be highly appreclated and re-
spected by nearly all the people, regardless of thelr re-
ligion. 'Today the ecredit cf the Academy is good every-
where.sa,

Relore the Academy was founded there was In that section
of the state many communities that had never hesrd of ths Bi-
ble. Many people who are not Baptists commend the marked
change the Academy has brought., Not only in southern

Louisianga but also throughout the whole state the school hss

3lpguilisrd, op. c¢lt., p. 33. 321pid., p. 36.
391bid., p. 37.
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quickened the spirit of missions,“%

The Acadewy offers same unusual advantages to the stu-
dents who attend. The expense of going to the Acpdemy is
mech lower than in most schools.

Assoclation with devout Christian teachers and sincere
Christien students is & distinet elevating influenece.

Ho one is embarrassed because of age. In many cases
grown men with fawilies are in the same classes with younger
rupils,

Acedla Beptist Academy is a school of a "seecond chanece,"
The men snd women who dropped school several years ago can
come here and meke s second bteginning with sase and comfort.

The speclal courses in French and English Bivle, in vo-~
cal and Instrumental musile, in religious training, and in
practical mission work, all offer splendid opportunities, 8

Although the sehool is yet rather young, it has spreed
its influence far and wide. Graduates from the Academy hold
positions in many institutions in this end other countries.
Acadlae Baptist Academy students have enrolled in the Baptlist
Bible Institute, New Orleans, Southern Baptist Hospital,
loulsisna College, Southwestern Semlnary, University of
Cincinnati, and the Hauwburg Seminary in Hemburg, Germany. :

A large nuwber of public school teachers in southern Iouisilana

S41pid,

®OAcedis Baptist Academy Catalogue, 1944-1945, pp. 67,
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are gradustes of the Academy. Some of the mission students
sere going to the foreign fields‘
For twenty-seven years Acadla PBaptist Aesdemy hss been
the center nnd Inspiration of French missions.
Deeply spiritusl In its stmosphere, though at the same
time intensely practical in its operation, it has sent out

hindreds of eonsecrated men and women, o0

96pguilliard, op. eit., p. 8.
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CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSIONS

Aeadia Baptist Academy haes had a struggle in finance
and enroliment since it was established in 1817. 1In 1923
the school was on the verge of being clos@d.becaqse the
finances of the secheol were at a low ebb. The finances of
the school reached a low point zgain when the depression
started in 1930. It had been necessary for the sachool to go
in debt to the amount of four thousand dollers and the de-
pression had mede 1t hard going. Under the leadership of
Dr. A. 5. HMewman it was scon out of debt and things began to
look tetter for the growth of the school.

Acadla Academy 1s needed Decause of the need that the
school meets in the llves of 1ts constituency. The majority
of the French preachers have been converted after they wers
twenty years old, many after they were thirty. Thelr scho-
lastic needs cannot be met in fhe public school, Their
preaching would he Ineffective 1f they hsd to spend the week
deys in clesses with the children of their community. lost
of them wust be taught to read French, the langusge which
they speak. 3ome do not know how to read anything, and are

glven private lessons, Church asctivitles are new to all of

59
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them. There is no background and no precedent to guilde them.
Individual responsibility is a new ldea. The Bible is a new
discovery and they need csreful guidance in its study. A1l
of these needs can only be met in o Christien sehool designed
specifically to meet them.

We also need the school because there are 80 many
thousande of French people who can neither read nor speak
English. These will be ministered to only by students of
this school. Their ministry resches people in ell sections
of Louisiena. We need it becsuse it 1s the center from which
young Christians, having been prepared by their teschers, can
go on wlth their testimony. We need it becsuse the French
preschers must be taught the elementary truths of the Bible,
These truths csn he presented only by well trained teachers,
The evsluation of the school is found in the lives of the
students and the results of thelr misslionary endeavors.

Hany churches hsve been organigzed through the efforts of the
teachers and pupils from the Academy.

The echureh at Church FPoint, Louisiana, owes its exist-
ence to the work of lery Kelly, who was a student at Acadis
Academy. The church has had a stesdy growth, end all of

its pastors with the exception of one have been students in

the Academy.l

The church at Krotz Springs, Louisiana, is another 1l-

lustration of the value of the missionary work of the

lyenkins, op. cit., p. 119.
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scademy. Henry Winn first preached there while he was a stu-~
dent st Acadis Academy. A chureh was organized and later,
under the leadership of St. Clair Bower, a ehurch building
was erected and dedicated free of debt. Exeept for 3t.
Clair Bower, all the pastors of this church have been stu-
dents of the Academy,z

Reverend John end Adea Vidrine, D. %céee, E. ¥, Soilean,
Berkmen Deville, Maurice Aguillard, Vena Broussard, and
other Freneh missionary workers have been trained in the
Acadls Academy.5

W. J. Westberry became interested in a mission school
for the French people of southern Louisiana, end in 19817 he
sponsored the movement whereby Acadla Raptist Academy was es~-
tablished as a high school for these people.

Westberry vecame the financial secretary of the Academy
in 1917 and served well until 1919, when he resigned; how-
ever, his interest in the school and its works never dimin-
ished., It has been through the devotion to the school of
many faithful friends and principals and their ability as
business men that Acadis Beptlst Academy has been saved thus
far.

Acadia Paptist Academy hes at the present time property

valued at about $60,243, sccording to the latest auditor's

2Ipid., p. 120. STvid., p. 118.
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report.4
The curriculum of Acsdla Academy has been planned to

meet the demend of those who sttend., It offers work for
those who have dropped out of school and wish a "second
charce.” These men znd women may come here and make a sec-
ond beginning with easse snd comfort. No one is embarrassed
because of age,

The student body has various forms of sctivities to en-
gage in at Acadia Academy.‘ There are the ministerial meet-
ings, the mlission band, prayer meetings, church actlvities,
the student eouncil, and verious class activities.

The school is now a fully asccredited senior high school,
meeting all the reqguirements of the State Department of Edu-
eation. The work that Acadis Baptist Academy offers is ac-
cepted by all the standard colleges of Loulslena and of other
states as well.

The ocutlook for Acadis bcademy seems very good ét pres-
ent, provided the enrollment in the school continues to in-
crease or at least to remsin steady snd appropriations con-
tinue a&s they have in the past. With the crops and gardens
raised on the land, the gifts and sppropristions made by
Iouisigne Paptists, the school will be in & very good condi-
tion, finsncislly. The possibility for the appropriations to

continue is favorable due to the fact that Louisisna Baptists

4Raptist essege, November 9, 1944, p. 8.
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sre out of debt and the incomes are Iincreasing.

It has been suggested by Dr. Flelder thst a ten-year
program of development be set up ard thet a gosl of two hun-
dred students should be attained.

Acadis Baptist Acedemy serves a wide area over southern
and central Loulsisne, a few coming from California and Okla-
homas but the greatest percentage of the students come from
Chureh Point, where the school 1s located, and nearby com-
mnities. This was true in the early history of the Academy,
end has varied but little to the present time. t scems
reasonable to conclude that this will be true in the future.

This institution seems to he very veluasble for the edu-
cstionsl and spiritual development of all those who attend,
as well a2s a great influence on the lives of these who llve

in the comuunity where it is located.
2
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