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ABSTRACT 
 
Public Technology Inc. (PTI) engaged in a cooperative agreement, DE-FC26-01NT41107, with 
the US Department of Energy’s (DOE) Rebuild America Program to provide energy efficiency 
and energy conservation technical assistance to local governments across the United States. The 
first year of the cooperative agreement dated from April 2, 2001 to April 1, 2002, at a funding 
level of $375,000.    
 
The new contractual period (with a no-cost extension) extended from April 2, 2002 until 
September 30, 2002.   This final technical progress  report covers the April - September contract 
period and reports on activities performed, by PTI, during that period.  PTI appreciates the 
support that it has received from Rebuild America and plans to continue, with DOE and Rebuild 
America support, to serve in a strategic capacity, lending the technical experience of its staff and 
that of the Energy Task Force on approaches to increasing program efficiencies, furthering 
program development, and coordinating information sharing to help ensure that energy programs 
are responsive to the needs of local governments. 
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I. Executive Summary 
 
Public Technology Inc. (PTI) engaged in a cooperative agreement, DE-FC26-01NT41107, with 
the US Department of Energy’s (DOE) Rebuild America Program to provide energy efficiency 
and energy conservation technical assistance to local governments across the United States. The 
first year of the cooperative agreement dated from April 2, 2001 to April 1, 2002, at a funding 
level of $375,000.    
 
The new contractual period (with a no-cost extension) extended from April 2, 2002 until 
September 30, 2002.   This final report covers the April - September contract period and reports 
on activities performed, by PTI, during that period.  PTI appreciates the support that it has 
received from Rebuild America and plans to continue, with DOE and Rebuild America support, 
to serve in a strategic capacity, lending the technical experience of its staff and that of the Energy 
Task Force on approaches to increasing program efficiencies, furthering program development, 
and coordinating information sharing to help ensure that energy programs are responsive to the 
needs of local governments. 
   
PTI through its staff and membership liaisons at NLC, NACo and ICMA have kept in continual 
communication with Rebuild America Program Management regarding the current energy 
efficiency needs of local governments. PTI reported this useful and timely information at the 
quarterly Rebuild America Strategic Partner meetings.  
 
PTI staff attended the National League of Cities, Energy, Environment and Natural Resources 
committee in Florida in May 30 – June 1, 2002.  PTI staff was able to network with elected 
officials and to discuss Rebuild America initiatives and other priorities that local governments 
have in the energy field. 
 
PTI staff also met, on a regular basis, with ICMA and NACo staff with agendas to discuss 
Rebuild America programs. Both organizations are more policy oriented, while PTI remains a 
technology organization. It is key to the work of PTI to partner with ICMA and NACo on issues, 
like energy conservation and energy efficiency that affect all our constituents. 
 
PTI staff worked with the Massachusetts Municipal League to participate in a June 2002 
municipal league meeting.  The Massachusetts State Energy Office hosted the meeting.  PTI staff 
gave a presentation about how PTI works with local governments and how Rebuild America 
promotes energy efficiency programs throughout the United States. 
 
PTI and its Energy Task Force Members will continue to identify potential new community 
partners and to develop appropriate mechanisms for the implementation of energy efficiency 
measures for these partners. Thus far Santa Rosa, CA and Barnstable County, MA have joined 
this innovative program. 
 
This report will outline each task performed under this contract and will highlight the activities 
that have taken place under each specific task for the time period April 2002 – September 2002. 
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II.Experimental: 
 
This section is non-applicable to this report. 
 
III. Results and Discussion: 
 

A. Task One: PTI will incorporate each Municipal Energy Management Program 
(MEMP) report and any other energy publication from organizations like NACo, NLC, 
ICMA into the following categories: 

 
• Market Sector Overview 
• New Construction 
• Major Renovation 
• Energy Retrofit 
• No/Cost Low cost  
• Designing a Community Program 
• Economic Development 
• Public Involvement 
• Community Energy Awareness 
• Network Experts 
   
PTI created a survey for its Energy Task Force members, as well as the NLC, NACO and 
ICMA memberships that asked the question, what is your technical expertise in the 
energy arena.  This valuable information provides a profile of the members of the PTI 
Energy Task Force, and provides information on individual technical expertise.  Armed 
with this information, PTI can begin to create expert panels, white papers, sessions, 
workshops, and peer-to-peer exchanges that can meet many different local government 
energy needs.   

 
PTI staff also provided the following new reports to Rebuild America: 
 

• Tools for the Job: How to Develop a Municipal Energy Plan-San Francisco, CA 
• Creating Cool Communities: Phase I-Tucson, AZ; 
• The Yavapai-Apache Nation Power Reliability Study, Clarksdale, AZ; 
• Photovoltaic Purchasing Guidebook, Albuquerque, NM; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6

 
• The Hidden Link: Energy and Economic Development, Phoenix, AZ; 
•  Cheshire, CT: Strategies for Reducing Municipal Outdoor Lighting Costs in a 

Competitive Electric Marketplace; 
• District of Columbia: The Janus Report: Lifeline/City Government; 
• Portland, OR—Developing Community-based Energy Efficiency Programs to 

Respond to Public Goods Funds Solicitations: A Model Approach and Pilot. 
 

PTI staff also sent an alternative fuels report to Mr. Frank DeMarchi, Executive Director 
Daytona Beach Partnership Association. PTI has taken the role to address questions from 
the outside public regarding our energy programs and our myriad of energy publications 
that serve as excellent lessons learned.  Requests for our publications, produced under the 
MEMP program, can be ordered through our web site, via telephone, or via written 
request. 

  
PTI has over 400 different reports (spanning over 25 years) that are housed at PTI.  PTI 
staff are relocating the reports and coordinating with Aspens Systems on transferring all 
these publications to their Solutions Center.  

 
PTI has added to the focus of this task a bit, due to the creation of PTI’s new web 
portal.  PTI has created a section of its new site, called “Solutions” named for our 
very popular 30 year solutions award program.  We plan to highlight the MEMP 
reports on this site as well as in the Aspens Systems site.  In our opinion, the more 
places that the public can access this plethora of relevant, timely information, the 
better for all our programs.   

 
B. Task Two: Revising the Sustainable Building Technical Manual (SBTM).  The 
SBTM has been PTI’s top ordered publication since the document was created.  It is 
estimated that over 2,000 copies have been purchased either through PTI or USGBC 
since 1996. State and federal government agencies, non-profit organizations, architects, 
design companies, universities, and consultants have purchased the manual.  This 
document, because of its popularity and usefulness, has been translated into Chinese and 
Russian.  PTI, the US Green Building Council, DOE, and EPA were the original sponsors 
and co-authors of the SBTM.  

 
It is recognized that, for several reasons, sections of the SBTM, must be updated. To 
ensure that the manual will continue to be of assistance to Rebuild America community 
partners and the abovementioned entities, PTI proposes adding or updating the following 
sections:  
 
• Financing options for green building,  
• New codes and standards,  
• Operations and maintenance,  
• Renewable energy, and; 
• Distributed generation. 
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PTI has coordinated the effort to revise the SBTM as follows: 

 
• Prepared proposals to secure funding from US Green Building Council, EPA, and the 

US Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
•  PTI will continue to coordinate the revision effort, and will also serve as editor.   
• PTI will revise the manual for distribution over its website and will share the new 

document with partner organizations NLC, NACo and ICMA. 
• PTI proposes that the entire manual will be on a CD. 

 
PTI has contacted and assembled a group of the original authors to revise the manual. PTI 
continues to attempt to secure funding from US Green Building Council, EPA, the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development and other industry partners to revise 
certain sections, and to fund the production, re-printing, and distribution of this 
document. 

 
In addition, we also propose, as soon as appropriate funding is secured, that additional 
sections on site design, and controlling urban sprawl are included as well.  

 
C. Task Three: Technical Peer-to-Peer Exchange for Rebuild America. 

 
PTI/UCETF will spend from three to five days within a Rebuild America community for 
extensive technical peer-to-peer technical exchanges. The Rebuild America technical 
team will select the partner(s) who could most benefit from this level of service. After the 
Rebuild America team makes the selection, PTI will gather information electronically, on 
their background information, the type of community and type of assistance that will 
assist with developing and implementing their Action Plan (s).  

 
Then representatives from NLC, NACo, ICMA and Energy Task Force (ETF) 
representatives will work closely with local decision-makers as follows: 

 
• Representatives will generally follow a fairly traditional strategic planning model; 
• Obtain an understanding of local conditions;  
• Develop a local need assessment;  
• Understand critical local issues and barriers to action. 

 
The objective of this task is to develop possible program options, funding mechanisms, 
and make recommendations for more energy efficiency programming for the local 
community.  

 
A technical peer-to-peer exchange will involve all relevant local government parties, e.g., 
elected officials, department directors, facilities managers, and the general public within 
that community. The ETF and sponsoring organization representatives will lead the peer-
to-peer exchange.  We will be looking for trainers who have successfully implemented 
various energy management strategies. These strategies include: legislation actions, 
lessons learned, barriers, successes and technology transfer as well.  
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PTI will provide all materials for these meetings as their portion of the cost share. 
 

PTI staff held two peer-to-peer exchanges for Dayton, OH and Boston, MA. The cities of 
Dayton, OH and Boston, MA are PTI members and Rebuild America partners. These 
exchanges were both comprised of assessing the city’s energy usage and helping 
recommend avenues to reduce the city’s overall energy consumption.  A final report with 
long-term and short-term recommendations to reduce energy costs and overall 
consumption was formulated for both cities. 

 
The Dayton, Ohio peer-to-peer exchange was conducted on June 16-18, 2002. The City 
of Boston peer-to-peer exchange was carried out from June 24 – 26, 2002.  The 
completed Dayton SWAT report is attached for your review. 

 
D. Task Four: Develop a Critical Energy Infrastructure Workshop at the Rebuild 
America National Conference. 

 
PTI staff participated, in May 2002, in an EVisions conference to establish a national 
priority for improving energy efficiency as noted in the National Energy Plan. PTI staff 
gave a presentation on three of the innovative programs that were funded by MEMP.  At 
the conference Assistant Secretary David Garman stated, “ I am so pleased that we 
invited State and Local governments representatives. I had no idea that local governments 
were involved in such innovative programs.”   

 
On February 2, 2002 PTI staff submitted the following descriptions to Potomac 
Communications for a workshop at the Rebuild America National Forum in July 2002: 
 
• “Essentials for Energy Emergency Planning and Response: A Case Study from San 

Jose, CA.  San Jose developed a Sustainable Energy Emergency Action Plan.  They 
installed a photovoltaic (PV) system at a central key city location to provide 
emergency power, and city officials coordinated with Emergency Managers 
Association to provide information on emergency disaster applications for PV.  

 
Presenter: Mary Tucker, San Jose, CA. (invited). Moderator: Sharron Brown, 
Director of Energy Programs 

 
Elise Rand from Potomac Communications submitted Essentials for Energy 
Emergency Planning and Response: San Jose, CA developed a Sustainable Energy 
Emergency Action Plan for San Jose to the Rebuild America National Forum 
Planning Committee. It was submitted to the committee in February 2002. We never 
received a response from the planning committee.  Due to this, the workshop never 
occurred. 

 
PTI and the UCETF have a wealth of experience that is not recognized by the entire 
Rebuild America team including all the supporting contractors.  
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IV. Conclusion 
 
PTI appreciates the support and guidance that we have received from Rebuild 
America and the Department of Energy.  We are very excited about the work that 
we have accomplished.  We have made considerable strides in certain areas, and 
would certainly like to be able to continue this important work.  We have 
restructured internally and have streamlined our research program to better meet 
the needs of our members and partners in a more effective and efficient manner.  
We all have much work to do within the realm of energy efficiency and energy 
conservation and PTI looks forward to working with Rebuild America and your 
network of partners to find solutions to real world energy issues that face local 
governments across the country. 
 
V. References 
 
There are no references to report at this time. 
 
VI. Appendices 
 
Please see the attachment as a supplement to this report. 
 
 
 


