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ABSTRACT 
 

 The Petroleum Technology Transfer Council (PTTC) continued pursuing its mission of helping 
U.S. independent oil and natural gas producers make timely, informed technology decisions. PTTC’s 
Board made a strategic decision to relocate the Headquarters (HQ) office from Washington, DC to 
Houston, Texas. Driving force behind relocation was to better connect with independent producers. but 
cost savings could also be realized. Relocation was accomplished in late December 2000, with the HQ 
office being fully operational by January 2001. Early indications are that the HQ relocation is, in fact, 
enabling better networking with senior executives of independents in the Houston oil community. New 
Board leadership, elected in March 2001, will continue to effectively guide PTTC.  
 
 At the regional level, PTTC’s regions maintained activities at the record level set during FY00, 
despite a scheduled funding cutback. This ability to maintain record activity levels reflects both efficient 
operations and regional commitment to PTTC’s mission.  

 
PTTC’s Regional Activities Maintained at Record Levels 

 
Time Period 

 
# of workshops 

 
Attendance 

Industry Contacts at 
Resource Centers 

FY96 46 3,801 N/A 
FY97 62 3,176 5,482 
FY98 100 4,429 10,241 
FY99 128 5,948 10,555 
FY00 148 6,020 12,980 
1st Half FY01 
(% change as compared 
to 1st Half FY00) 

64 
 

18% decrease 

3,105 
 

7% increase 

7,913 
 

14% increase 
 
 These workshops, combined with an enhanced website network and personal interaction, enable 
PTTC to effectively transfer technology insights to independent producers. More than 80% of workshop 
attendees are from industry. Of those who respond to the question: “Have you used any new technologies 
based on knowledge gained through PTTC?” more than one-third respond, “Yes,” with more than half 
providing brief comments on what technologies were applied. Repeat attendance consisting of industry 
attendees who have previously attended a regional event, exceeds 50%, reflecting that attendees receive 
value and come back. Yet, PTTC continues to draw a significant number of first-time attendees.  
 
 At the national level, PTTC continued its 16-page quarterly newsletter, PTTC Network News, and 
the Petroleum Technology Digest, a case study-oriented effort coordinated with Gulf Publishing and its 
World Oil magazine. Monthly “Tech Connections” columns are now being published in The American 
Oil & Gas Reporter, as well as periodic “Technology at Work” columns in World Oil. In addition to 
transferring technology insights, these communications efforts assist in name recognition and awareness.  

 
Throughout the communications program, PTTC highlights DOE-sponsored R&D activities relevant to 
the upstream oil and gas community, notable examples being the Stripper Well Consortium, the 
Technology Development with Independents program, and Stripper Gas Well projects. Coordination also 
occurs with DOE’s longer-term research efforts, such as deepwater offshore and deep drilling. In this 
effort, PTTC effectively serves both DOE and independent producers.
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Following a series of studies in the early 1990s, industry and government energy experts 
recognized the urgent need for improved technology transfer processes for the U.S. upstream petroleum 
industry. As a result, domestic oil and natural gas producers established the Petroleum Technology 
Transfer Council (PTTC), a national not-for-profit organization, in 1994. Well recognized as a growing 
organization, PTTC is now working towards greater efficiency and quality in its activities, as well as 
broadened scope.  

 
PTTC’s current direction is driven by a business plan, originally developed during 1998, that is 

continually refined as it is implemented. Efforts from all involved—the Board, Regional Lead 
Organizations (RLOs), Producer Advisory Groups (PAGs) and staff—are directed towards achieving 
PTTC’s mission:  

 
PTTC benefits the nation by helping U.S. independent oil and natural gas producers make 

timely, informed technology decisions. 
 
Activity in the regions during the first half of FY01, as shown in Table 1, has been maintained at 

the record high levels experienced during FY00. On a year-to-year comparison, attendance and industry 
contacts continue to increase, although the number of workshops has decreased moderately. With 
downsizing and increased industry activity, PTTC’s ability to continue to draw an audience to workshops 
testifies to the value attendees assign to PTTC activities. More than 80% of attendees are from industry 
and more than 50% are repeat attendees, that is, they have previously been to a regional PTTC event. 
Together, PTTC’s regional and national activities are increasingly impacting industry. 

 
Table 1 – PTTC’s Regional Activities Maintained at Record Levels 

 
Time Period 

 
# of workshops 

 
Attendance 

Industry Contacts at 
Resource Centers 

FY96 46 3,801 N/A 
FY97 62 3,176 5,482 
FY98 100 4,429 10,241 
FY99 128 5,948 10,555 
FY00 148 6,020 12,980 
1st Half FY01 
(% change as compared 
to 1st Half FY00) 

64 
 

18% decrease 

3,105 
 

7% increase 

7,913 
 

14% increase 
 
 This report covers PTTC’s technical progress during the 1st half of FY01, and illustrates its 
continuing active outreach to the independent oil and gas producing industry. The text is organized 
according to the specific tasks in PTTC’s statement of work under its DOE contract. While PTTC is 
nationally-organized, its activities and programs are regionally-focused. Therefore, this report documents 
results in two parts.  

 
Chapter II presents PTTC’s progress at the national level. Chapter III presents progress at the 

regional level, as reflected in PTTC’s internal quarterly report for the 2nd Qtr of FY01. Activity listings 
within Chapter III summarize FY01 activities through midyear, actions/impacts during the 2nd Qtr of 
FY01, and activities definitively scheduled during the 3rd Qtr of FY01.  
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II. RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL 
 
 The Petroleum Technology Transfer Council (PTTC) implements industry’s directives through 
both its national and regional programs. The role of the national headquarters (HQ) organization includes: 
(a) planning and managing the PTTC program so that industry directives are carried out, (b) conducting 
nation-wide technology transfer activities, and (c) implementing a comprehensive communications effort. 
These efforts are discussed below. 
 
A. Planning and Managing the PTTC Program 
 
 There are many aspects of planning and managing the overall program, especially since there are 
so many people involved in PTTC’s operations. The financial aspects are documented in a separate 
Financial Report to DOE, which is submitted quarterly. This section focuses on the role of the Board of 
Directors, oversight of regional programs, problem identification, and evaluating program effectiveness.  
 

1. Board of Directors 
Twenty three industry volunteers serve on PTTC’s Board of Directors representing the ten regions, 

various national organizations, and three technology-related professional societies. The Board also 
includes one representative each from: (1) major exploration and production (E&P) companies, (2) the 
petroleum service industry, and (3) PTTC’s Regional Lead Organizations (RLOs).  

 
During the first half of FY01, PTTC’s Board met twice: (1) on October 26, 2000 in San Antonio, 

Texas, and (2) on March 6, 2001 in Washington, DC.  
 
In the October 2000 meeting, the Board: (1) approved the FY01 budget, (2) decided to hold the next 

Board meeting in Washington, DC, in March 2001, (3) voted to move HQ location from Washington, and 
(4) conducted other business related to ongoing PTTC operations. Rationale behind holding the yearly 
Washington meeting in March 2001, rather than as typically done during July, was to report activities and 
raise awareness during the Appropriations process during Capitol Hill visits. Further Board input 
following the Board meeting and further staff investigations led to PTTC selecting Houston, Texas, for 
the HQ location. HQ moved during December 2000 and was fully operational by January 1, 2001.  
 

During the March 6, 2001 Board meeting in Washington, which was a joint meeting with the RLO 
Directors, the annual election of officers took place. Wm. Clark Southmayd Jr., Oneok Resources Co. in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, was elected Chair and James Bruning, Bruning Resources LLC in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, became Vice Chair. Changes in other Board positions and Committee memberships were also 
approved. In the financial arena, the Board approved reallocating $100,000 from the HQ budget to the 
regions in response to the scheduled funding reduction this year. John Schwager, CEO of Belden & Blake 
Corporation, gave a special luncheon presentation on the background behind the current energy situation.  
Rick Chapman, CEO of the National Association of Royalty Owners (NARO) gave a brief overview of 
new developments within their group which have a widespread impact over a large number of producers. 
As has been recent custom, separate meetings were also held involving the Management and Budget 
(M&B) Committee, M&B Committee and Producer Advisory Group (PAG) Chairs, and RLO Directors. 
The next Board meeting, to be hosted by the West Coast Region and Tidelands Oil Production, is 
scheduled on July 9, 2001, in Los Angeles, California.   
 

 2. Oversight of Regional Programs 
HQ has oversight responsibility of the ten regional programs, to ensure that they are effectively 

serving industry and implementing the annual plans approved by the PAGs and Board. To address issues 
that arise between Board meetings, the M&B Committee and HQ staff participate in conference calls held 
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every one to two months. Periodically, HQ staff and the RLO Directors (plus RLO coordinators as 
appropriate) meet in person to discuss common issues and share insights. A joint meeting was held during 
the March board meeting in Washington allowing regional Directors to meet with entire board.  
Communication with all arms of the organization is the key to success in transferring ideas nationwide, 
which is also maintained through periodic mailings, through the “PTTC-Net” intranet, and through one-
on-one communication.  

 
During 2000, PTTC made the strategic assessment that its Internet website system needed to be 

strengthened to improve consistency and enhance content. Improved consistency makes it more user 
friendly, which enhances value for independents, while simultaneously reinforcing PTTC name 
awareness. Enhanced content, which is easy to find, adds value for users and increases website traffic. In 
conjunction with a West Coast workshop, Project Manager Lance Cole met with the regional webmasters 
(or their designates) to discuss issues and reach consensus. HQ subsequently developed a new look with 
enhanced content for the national website and provided a flexible template for the regions to follow when 
upgrading their regional websites. Changeover to the enhanced websites was in progress as this 
semiannual reporting period ended.   
 

3. Problem Identification 
No formal efforts in the problem identification realm occurred on a national level during this 

reporting period. At the regional level, RLO Directors and PAGs continually reassess regional needs, 
while HQ staff monitor industry publications and problem identification studies to monitor changes. HQ 
staff has coordinated with DOE in their efforts to identify technology needs for deepwater offshore and 
deep drilling. With improved industry economic conditions, industry is under extreme time pressure to 
accomplish those things that must be done. Among other things, PTTC recognizes that an overlying need 
for all technology transfer efforts is that they must be highly focused and time-efficient. 
 

4. Evaluating Program Effectiveness 
PTTC monitors three key statistics of website usage: (1) number of user sessions, (2) number of page 

views, and (3) average session length. To further enhance consistency, all regions are asked to use a 
common Web Trends software package to gather those statistics. All but the South Midcontinent Region, 
where organizational policies preclude using Web Trends, use Web Trends. Data indicate continually 
increasing website usage in the regions. Usage is particularly high in those regions providing access to 
basic O&G data. Through the years, PTTC has observed that measurable jumps in traffic occur when 
major enhancements are made. 

 
Starting in 1999, the regions began using standardized questions in their workshop feedback forms. 

To measure PTTC’s effectiveness in stimulating individuals to apply new or underutilized technologies, 
one of the key questions asks respondents: “Have you used any new technologies based on knowledge 
gained through PTTC?” To date, more than one-third of those answering the question respond, “Yes.” 
This statistic considers data from 150 workshops attended by 5,600 individuals, over 700 of which 
responded to this question on their feedback forms. Percentages among the regions vary from 13% to 
49%. For those who do respond, “Yes,” more than half provide at least brief comments on the technology 
they applied, but it is rare than any quantitative information is provided. Attendees are also asked if they 
would be willing to share information. More than 60% say, “Yes.” But when it comes down to the nitty 
gritty, PTTC still encounters some resistance among producers in sharing their successes. 

 
Beginning with some FY99 workshops, PTTC has been monitoring repeat attendance. For its 

purposes, PTTC defines “repeat attendance” as the % of E&P industry attendees at a workshop who have 
been to a previous PTTC workshop in that region. PTTC considers attendee’s willingness to attend more 
events an indirect measure of the value they assign to the information received, particularly when those in 
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industry are pressed for time. During FY00, from 96 workshops where repeat attendance data were 
available, repeat attendance averaged 45%. For 61 workshops during the 1st Half of FY01 where data are 
available, repeat attendance averaged 56%. Although these percentages reflect a loyal audience, it is also 
significant that, even after being fully operational for going on eight years, nearly half of workshop 
attendees are “first time” attendees. PTTC continues to reach new people in the industry.  

 
Following up on Board direction during FY00, PTTC coordinated a “metrics team” meeting with 

DOE staff. Objective was to thoroughly present to DOE the data that PTTC has reflecting its impact, 
more fully understand DOE’s need for metrics, and reach consensus on needed future metrics considering 
budget and time limitations. During February 2001, HQ staff, two RLO Directors (Rodney Reynolds from 
the North Midcontinent Region and Doug Patchen from the Appalachian Region) met with Brad Tomer, 
NETL, and Mike Ray, NPTO, in Morgantown, West Virginia. Discussions were frank. Although all 
agreed that PTTC should continually strive to capture data providing production/reserve/dollar impacts, 
DOE’s greatest need was for a steadier stream of “success anecdotes.” HQ staff is working with the 
regions to develop and convey success anecdotes on a more frequent basis.  
 
B. Conducting National-Level Technology Transfer Activities 
 

Although most of PTTC’s technology transfer activities occur in the regions, the HQ staff has 
increasing opportunities and responsibilities in this area. There are several mechanisms that HQ uses for 
this function: (1) through technology alerts and field results articles in PTTC Network News, (2) by 
responding to inquiries received through the national level, (3) by coordinating PTTC activities with 
DOE’s oil and gas R&D programs and those of other organizations, and (4) by developing 
technology/case study products.  
 

1. Newsletter Articles 
Technology information is received from multiple sources for PTTC Network News. About half of the 

material comes in response to solicitations that HQ sends quarterly to a group of technology providers 
who often contribute information. Staff screen the submissions to decide which material will be of 
greatest interest to independent producers. Often, focus is on information/data products or recent reports 
describing R&D advances.  

 
Since late in 1999, PTTC Network News highlights the workshop summaries that have been posted to 

the website during the quarter. In doing this, PTTC’s intent is to entice readers to regularly visit the 
website to access the full summaries. PTTC has now built an archive of 88 workshop summaries (mid-
May 2001). For those individuals not able to attend workshops, these summaries provide a crisp analysis 
of the insights presented, plus contact information for the speakers. Since the 1st Quarter 2000 issue, the 
newsletter has also included a state-of-the-art technology summary developed by Karl Lang of Hart/IRI 
Fuels Information Services. Five such summaries have been developed, including expanded versions for 
the website. Topics during this reporting period were “Managing Produced Water” and “Improvements in 
Fracture Stimulation Technology.”  

 
2. Answering National Inquiries 
On average, the HQ office receives a few technical inquiries per week on various subjects. HQ 

responds directly to most of the inquiries, in some cases, asking other organizations or information 
specialists within the regions to assist them. Requests are forwarded to the appropriate RLO staff when 
(1) the inquiry is specific to a given region or (2) specialized expertise is known to exist within the 
regional resource center. Many inquiries received through the website are from individuals located 
internationally. Often, vendors with new products/services contact HQ staff. If the technology is 
supported by field data and perceived to be of interest to independent producers, HQ staff develops 
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technology alerts for PTTC Network News and encourages technology developers/providers to submit 
case studies for PTTC publications, workshops, and websites.  
 

3. Coordinating with DOE and Others 
At the invitation of DOE HQ, PTTC Executive Director Don Duttlinger participated in a Strategic 

Initiatives Meeting held in Queenstown, Maryland, on December 6-8, 2000. The purpose of this 
workshop was to bring together a select group of around 30 senior executives from industry, states, 
academia and DOE to informally exchange insights on technology, regulatory policy, and international 
trade issues affecting U.S. oil and natural gas supply. Duttlinger also coordinated closely with DOE HQ 
regarding their “deepwater offshore” and “deep drilling” technology meetings.  

 
DOE’s Stripper Well Consortium (SWC), managed by Pennsylvania State University, was officially 

organized on September 30, 2000. Between then, through PTTC Network News and the website network, 
HQ and the regions alerted industry to the opportunity to become members. A December 2000 column in 
World Oil provided worldwide exposure to the SWC. Lance Cole attended the organizational meeting in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on January 29, 2001, while Don Duttlinger attended the proposal review 
meeting on April 9-10 at Penn State. Late in 2001 when projects are maturing and new members would 
have the incentive of upcoming 2002 funding, PTTC will conduct another campaign to alert independents 
to project results and opportunities within this program. PTTC anticipates incorporating speakers from 
selected projects within regional activities. 

 
HQ and DOE staff from NPTO and NETL often interact concerning incorporating R&D results from 

DOE’s oil and gas programs into regional events. To implement these functions, HQ serves in a 
coordinating role with the RLOs. Results from NETL’s stripper gas well program are anticipated during 
mid-year 2001. HQ has surveyed the regions for preliminary expressions of interest and further 
coordination is planned for summer/fall 2001. HQ staff periodically interacts with Jim Barnes of NPTO 
regarding findings from “Technology Development with Independents” projects. Because of this 
interaction, NPTO was able to provide a case study for the Petroleum Technology Digest (see following 
products section) on short notice. Results and insights from many of these projects are anticipated during 
2001, at which time HQ will further coordinate with the regions to fit project results into regional 
activities. 

 
During 2000, HQ had coordinated with DOE and contractors regarding holding Downhole Oil Water 

Separation (DOWS) workshops in the regions. Bruce Langhus with Arthur Langhus Layne LLC 
presented a workshop in Michigan during 2000, and a similar workshop was presented in Denver in April 
2001, shortly after this reporting period ended.  

 
PTTC actively promotes DOE solicitations oriented towards independents in both the oil and gas 

R&D programs. Open solicitations by NPTO and NETL relevant to the upstream O&G community are 
noted in PTTC Network News and notices provided on the website, as are project awards. Since many 
independents are unfamiliar with DOE’s proposal process, RLO staff help explain it to interested parties. 
This regional encouragement is known to be responsible for several proposals that have been submitted to 
DOE in recent years. Where relevant to the topic, the regions attempt to incorporate R&D and case study 
results within regional activities. 

 
PTTC co-sponsored a technology session with the Independent Petroleum Association of America’s 

(IPAA’s) Crude Oil Policy Committee during their annual meeting on October 27, 2000 in San Antonio, 
Texas. PTTC Texas Permian Basin Mentor Bob Kiker presented examples of how the Mentoring effort is 
stimulating both producer/vendor and vendor/vendor interaction. Randy Foutch, president and CEO of 
Lariat Petroleum, Inc. (now part of Newfield Exploration) in Tulsa, Oklahoma, shared Lariat’s formula 
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for success—(company culture) + (new technology) + capital. Using this formula since startup in 1996, 
Lariat has grown to produce 56 mmcfe per day with proved reserves of 256 bcfe (July 2000). This 
technology message particularly supports PTTC’s mission, so both PTTC and IPAA posted his 
presentation on their websites for a period of time following the meeting. 

 
During 2000, Maurer Engineering Inc. (Maurer) developed a one-day course titled “Advanced 

Exploitation Using Horizontal Drilling.” PTTC’s Appalachian Region recruited independents to attend 
the session held at NETL during December 2000. PTTC later negotiated an agreement for Maurer to 
present the course in several regions. In the spring of 2001 (March through May), workshops are being 
held in Michigan, Illinois, Mississippi, and Texas, and additional workshops are planned during a fall 
series. Feedback from workshop attendees has been extremely positive and there are indications that some 
attendees are taking action (more training, retaining Maurer, drilling horizontal wells) as a result. 

 
PTTC and Hart’s E&P have also executed an agreement to provide a “Technology Connections” 

service. Through this service, producers with vexing problems where solutions are not broadly known 
will be able to post (anonymously) those problems on PTTC’s website. PTTC will forward any 
vendor/technology developer responses to the producer. Vendors/technology providers that have a new 
product/service/technology that needs further field testing will be able to post what they are looking for 
on Hart’s website. By providing this service, both PTTC and Hart’s are attempting to stimulate more 
rapid commercialization of new technologies. Some delays in effectively implementing the program have 
been encountered due to Hart’s recent reorganization.  
 
 

4. Technical Products 
PTTC’s first venture, at least at the national level, with product development began in 1998 with 

development of the “Petroleum E&P Software Sampler” on CD-ROM. Although of some value at the 
time, PTTC encountered difficulty with sales. Feedback indicated that significantly more technical 
information/analysis would be required to increase value, and to be truly useful, the product would need 
to be updated at least annually. Although periodically discussed, there are no current plans to update this 
product. Through PTTC Network News, PTTC has alerted industry to the “knowledge base” (list of 
software developers and packages) present on Geonet Services website. Geonet is an application service 
provider targeting the upstream O&G industry. 

 
Working with Gulf Publishing, PTTC initiated the Petroleum Technology Digest in 1999. The Digest 

is a case study-oriented publication with case studies authored by both producer and technology provider. 
Initially, case studies were distributed as a semiannual supplement to World Oil to North American 
producers on their subscription list, which represented more than 10,000 readers. Gulf Publishing 
experienced difficulties selling advertising to support a separate supplement, so, beginning with 2001, 
four case studies are being published directly in World Oil on a quarterly basis and distributed 
worldwide—to more than 30,000 readers. PTTC has the opportunity to order reprints at cost, or at 
reduced rates if reprint sponsors are recruited. Reprints are being distributed through PTTC’s network. 

 
During this reporting period, four case studies were recruited and published in the March issue of 

World Oil. Through March 2001, 27 case studies have been published in the Digest. An additional four 
case studies to appear in the May 2001 issue were also developed. Volunteers within PTTC have provided 
very positive feedback. There are also indications from several of the vendors/technology providers 
involved in published case studies that some producers are taking action with the information received. 

 
In 1997, PTTC first published a compilation of workshop summaries. In 1999, the format was 

revised to include more in-depth technical information, as well as the expected contact information for 
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regional staff and speakers. Called Solutions From the Field, these summaries attempt to capture speaker 
insights, allowing individuals not able to attend workshops access to the information. Through March 
2001, 73 workshop summaries had been developed. PTTC posts about two summaries per month to the 
website, and “bottom lines” from summaries posted during a given quarter are highlighted in PTTC 
Network News. Occasionally, PTTC will publish a hardcopy of recently published summaries, but effort 
is now focused on archiving them on the website.  

 
5. Emerging Technologies Energy Conference (ETEC) 
ETEC, a cooperative effort of PTTC and IPAA, was held during 1997 in Houston and 1998 in New 

Orleans in conjunction with IPAA’s annual meeting. The major focus was on case study presentations 
involving both producers and technology developers/providers. Indirectly, it became the model for the 
Petroleum Technology Digest with Gulf Publishing. Although well received, industry conditions during 
late 1998 and other factors led to ETEC being indefinitely suspended. As a partial substitute, the RLOs 
frequent cooperate in major regional events of professional societies and other groups. Although ETEC 
could feasibly be reactivated, there are no ongoing discussions and, with the time pressures that industry 
faces, little incentive for yet another national meeting. 
 
C. Communications Program 
 

PTTC’s 16-page newsletter, PTTC Network News, has been published quarterly since 1994. 
PTTC currently prints 8,300 copies, distributing about 7,200 through its mailing list. Of those in the 
mailing list, 73% are from the E&P category (majors, independents, consultants, service and supply). As 
shown in the pie chart, of those in the E&P category, 65% are independent oil and gas producers, 14% are 
from the service and supply sector, and 13% are consultants. The remaining copies are mainly distributed 
at trade shows and through the RLOs. 

 
Type of Company Within the Industry E&P Sector 

Independent
(53%)

Large  (12%)
Independent 

Majors
(8%)

Service  (14%)
& Supply

Consultant
(13%)

 
Breakdown of PTTC Network News Distribution 
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Two issues were published during the quarter—in December 2000 and late March/early April 

2001. To assist in maintenance of the mailing list, one issue was mailed first class. Current structure 
incorporates environmental, tech transfer track, DOE, Spotlight, and State-Of-The-Art Summary sections. 
Articles are also posted to an archive on the website. 

 
The national PTTC exhibited at two major events during this time period: (1) SPE’s annual 

technical conference in Dallas, Texas, from October 2-4, 2000, and (2) the North American Prospect 
Expo (NAPE) in Houston, Texas, from January 31-February 1, 2001. Exhibiting at major industry 
conferences helps PTTC build name awareness, maintain contact with its audience, and make new 
contacts in industry. With a few exceptions, PTTC exhibits only at major national industry events. RLOs 
vary in the degree to which they exhibit at regional events.  

 
With some disruption in routine experienced with the Headquarters relocation, only one national press 
was released during the reporting period, that being one on December 26, 2000 announcing the HQ 
relocation.  
 

When invited, PTTC develops columns/articles for trade journals. Regular contributions are made 
to both The American Oil and Gas Reporter and World Oil. Focus is on providing another tech transfer 
outlet for insights shared during PTTC activities. 

 
In addition to the normal “Presidential” column by PTTC’s chair, Leo Schrider, PTTC is now 

supplying a monthly “Tech Connections” column authored by Don Duttlinger for The American Oil and 
Gas Reporter. Contributions during the reporting period include: 

• Column by Leo Schrider for Presidential Papers (Jan 2001) 
• Network of Web Sites Designed to Promote Sharing Among Independents (Jan 2001) 
• Horizontal Drilling Successful in More Than Just Fractured Carbonates (Feb 2001) 
• Modern Concepts Reduce Costs Associated with Rod & Tubing Failures (Mar 2001) 

 
As part of PTTC’s agreement with Gulf Publishing, PTTC provides periodic “Technology at 

Work” columns authored by Lance Cole to World Oil. Contributions during the reporting period include:  
• Stripper Well Consortium Established (Dec 2000) 
• Three Independents Improve Mature Field Operations (Feb 2001) 

 
Beginning with the 1st Qtr of 2000, Karl Lang of Hart/IRI Fuels Information Services has been 

developing state-of-the-art summaries on topics perceived to be of interest to independents on a quarterly 
basis. An extended version is posted on the website, while the newsletter contains a three-page version. 
Five such summaries have now been developed. Topics during this reporting period were “Managing 
Produced Water” and “Improvements in Fracture Stimulation Technology.” 

 
PTTC’s national website serves as a gateway to the regions and a communications path for 

technology-related information emerging from the national program. Early in this reporting period, PTTC 
recognized that a major overhaul of the website network, national plus 10 regional sites, was needed to 
make the sites more user friendly. Specific objectives were to: (1) better establish a common look/feel, (2) 
improve navigation, and (3) enhance technical content. Lance Cole met with webmasters or their 
representatives in December in Los Angeles to discuss Project Manager issues and develop consensus. 
HQ then developed a new look/feel for the national site and templates for the regions to follow as they 
revamped their websites.  
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From a navigation standpoint, the new design allows a user to go anywhere within the PTTC 
website network with just one click. Menu terminology is more standard and intuitive so users know 
where to look for certain types of information. Net effect is that users can now recognize when they are 
within the PTTC network and find information within more quickly. Major changes within the national 
website to improve content and usability include: 

 
• Pdf files. Reviewed and reformatted if necessary to minimize download time. 
• Html files. Newsletters and workshop summaries are now posted in both html and pdf 

versions, which enables search capabilities and online viewing. 
• Workshop summaries. Now categorized by product line. 
• Search capabilities. Html versions of newsletter articles, workshop summaries and case 

studies are organized within one directory and a directory-specific search engine provided. 
An additional PTTC-specific (that is, national plus 10 regional sites) search engine allows 
users to quickly search the PTTC network. 

• Calendar. Added non-PTTC industry events perceived to be of broad interest, plus direct 
linking to workshop flyers where available. 

 
Within the next reporting period, RLO-Net, the intranet system used to facilitate communication 

within PTTC will undergo a major revision, expanding and reorganizing content and opening the system 
up for Board members to facilitate their communication. 
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III. RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL 
 
 Although nationally-organized, PTTC’s ten regions are the primary delivery mechanism for 
technology transfer programs to industry. It is in the regions where PTTC reaches independent producers 
through workshops, resource centers, information resources, websites, newsletters, and personal contacts. 
Primary statistics illustrating the volume, and inferred impact, of PTTC activity are summarized below.  

 

  
SUMMARY OF PTTC REGIONAL ACTIVITY (2nd QUARTER—FY01) 

 

Workshops Website (mo. avg.) Region 
No. Attend. From E&P 

Industry (%) 

Industry 
Contacts User 

Session 
Page  
Views 

Newsletter Function 

Appalachian 
 

0 0 --- 250 2,024 3,789 Online newsletter 
Spring 2001—12 pages 

Central Gulf 
 

1 26 18 (69%) 169 2,126 9,531 Announcements in LIOGA 
newsletter—circ. 800 

Eastern Gulf 2 80 45 (56%) 157 2,492 5,478 Quarterly Newsletter –circ. 
700 (95% industry) 
March 2001 

Midwest 3 125 112 (90%) 290 3,786 7,150 Semi-annual newsletter—
circ. 2900 (95% industry) 
January 2001 

N. Midcontinent 2 141 108 (77%) 724 17,287 69,584 Semiannual Newsletter – 
circ. 4653 (80% industry) 
February 2001 

Rocky Mountain 5 73 60 (82%) 694 991 3,135 Quarterly Newsletter – 
(2/01) circ. 1975 (95% 
industry) 

S. Midcontinent 10 250 220 (88%) 525 2,401 Not Avail. Quarterly Newsletter – 
(1/01) circ. 6403 (98% 
industry) 

Southwest 1 104 91 (88%) 225 12,980 134,313 Semi-annual PRRC (circ. 
3800, Jan), mo. on-line 
newsletter (790 hits/mo) 

Texas 1 75 75 (100%) 225 
(2,620 

TIPRO) 

8,378 
(81,242 

outreach) 

14,055 
(239,187 
outreach) 

Assoc. newsletters (circ. 
Of 6200). Jan & April 
(circ. 905) newsletters; 
online  

West Coast 4 239 192 (80%) 104 834 4,349 Anniversary newsletter 
(12/00) circ. 4000 plus 
announcements in CIPA 

All Regions 
 2nd Qtr FY01 

29 1,113 921 (83%) 3,363 Planned workshop activity for 3rd Quarter is 
higher than either 1st or 2nd Qtr  

All Regions 
 1st Half FY01 

64 3,105 2,579 (83%) 7,913 

All Regions 
 1st Half FY00 

78 2,906 2,420 (86%) 6,971 

1st Half FY01 versus 1st Half FY00 
-- 18 % decrease in # of workshops 
--   7 % increase in attendance 
-- 14 % increase in contacts 

Repeat Attendance at Workshops: Of 61 workshops during 1st Half FY01 where repeat attendance was 
reported, the calculated average was 56%. (Measured as % of industry attendees that had previously 
attended a workshop in that region). 
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Appalachian Region 
 

Topic Location Date Attendance 
(main cosponsors in parentheses)   Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (11 events) 478 414 (87%)
New Methods for Acquiring Permeability Data from 
Appalachian Basin Reservoir Rocks 

Morgantown, WV 10/11/00 11 3 (27%) 100% 

Nuts & Bolts of Digital Geologic Analysis Akron, OH 10/25/00 37 25 (68%) 92% 
Advanced Exploitation Technology for Managers Morgantown, WV 12/13/00 26 15 (58%) 60% 
Reconnaissance to the Reservoir (GeoGraphix trng) Morgantown, WV 4/30/01     
Trenton-Black River Exploration & Production Morgantown, WV 5/01/01    
Gas Storage Morgantown, WV 6/01    
Remote Sensing for Petroleum Exploration Pittsburgh, PA TBD    
Use of Publicly Available Landsat Data in Petroleum 
Exploration 

Morgantown, WV TBD    

Keys to Optimized Exploitation in Marginal Areas 
(w Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Columbus, OH 9/17/01    

 

Industry Contacts: 250 (43 PTTC-initiated). Contacts increased due to outreach efforts (below).  

Website (monthly average): 2,024 user sessions; 3,789 page views; 12 min. Approval has now been received to place 
the PTTC server, which was compromised in late 2000, back online. Once the regional website redesign has been 
completed, it will become the active server. During this interim period, the website was hosted on a NRCCE server at 
no charge and usage continued to grow.  

Workshops: No workshops were held this quarter, but there was extensive preparation for imminent April/May 
workshops and those planned later in the year. State geological surveys were notified that there was additional funding 
for two workshops, and one expressed interest. In September, the Region will host the optimized exploitation 
(horizontal drilling) workshop that has received excellent reviews from recent workshops in Michigan, Illinois, and 
Mississippi.  

Newsletter: A 12-page newsletter for Spring 2001 was placed online. Content highlighted upcoming regional events, 
data/information resources in the region, technical information from past and upcoming workshops, and 
AAPG/GRI/DOE information of regional interest.  

Outreach: In response to a specific request, staff worked with DOE and industry to develop a list of the key players in 
gas hydrates research. A second request came from AAPG, who wanted a list of key persons to invite to a Summit on 
National Energy Policy in Washington, DC, in April. A list of more than 150 individuals (all contacted to determine 
their interest) was compiled. Doug Patchen also attended AAPG’s Leadership Conference in Tulsa, participating in 
several breakout meetings, some of which promoted inter-group cooperation. Within this role, he is exploring options 
for reducing cost and length of AAPG workshops with one option being partnering with PTTC. Doug Patchen 
participated in a metrics team meeting with DOE and PTTC Headquarters staff in Morgantown, WV.  

Follow-up: Ongoing efforts.  

Case Studies: Ongoing efforts. 

Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts during workshops/outreach; region is considering hosting another problem 
identification workshop. 

Other Info: None reported. 
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Central Gulf Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (4 events) 169 131 (78%)
Coalbed Methane Potential of the Gulf Coast 
(AAPG, Eastern Gulf and Texas Regions, La. Geol. 
Survey) 

Houston, TX 10/28/00 20 18 (90%) NA 

Use and Misuse of Horizontal Wells (SPE) Lafayette, LA 11/28/00 56 53 (95%) NA 
Developments in Well Stimulation and Slimhole 
Technology 

Baton Rouge, LA 12/5/00 27 27 (100%) 3% 

Drilling Optimization and Completion Technologies Shreveport, LA 2/20/01 26 18 (69%) 22% 
Optimized Horizontal Well Technology (Eastern 
Gulf, by Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Jackson, MS 4/03/01    

Managing Louisiana’s Gas Resources Baton Rouge, LA 5/09/01    
 

Industry Contacts: 169 (68 PTTC-initiated)  

Website (monthly average): 2,126 user sessions; 9,531 page views, 15 min.  

Workshops: Despite timely topics, good promotion, and hard work, the region continues to struggle in attracting 
industry to technology workshops. Consequently, the PAG, during a March 22nd meeting held in conjunction with 
LIOGA’s annual meeting, gave direction to conduct more half-day workshops and luncheon presentations and to focus 
on conducting events in conjunction with local professional societies around the state. In the coming quarter, the region 
is working with the Eastern Gulf Region to co-sponsor a “Optimized Horizontal Well Technology” workshop in 
Jackson, MS, plus another workshop focus on Louisiana’s gas resource.  

Newsletter: Announcements of PAG meeting/upcoming workshop in March 2001 LIOGA News. 

Outreach: The Central Gulf Region was one of several co-sponsors for the State Energy Management Conference held 
during February. This conference, which drew about 250 people, is not technical in nature, but it does allow industry 
opportunity for interaction with government. Bob Baumann spoke to the Petroleum Landmen’s Association of New 
Orleans (89 attendees) about the role of technology as it has impacted natural gas depletion. Don Goddard attended a 
January meeting of the American Association of Drilling Engineers, gathering insights and recruiting a speaker for the 
May workshop on “Managing Louisiana’s Gas Resources.” Staff met with the PAG during LIOGA’s annual meeting 
and networked with industry (245 attendees). PTTC funds partially support for outreach from LSU’s Downhole Water 
Sink Consortium. Outreach consisted of providing technology updates (four companies), screening potential 
applications (two), presenting technical papers (two), and supervising graduate student work.  

Follow-up: This year, the Region had dropped plans to update the Louisiana Desktop Well Reference (LDWR) product 
since the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LA DNR) was making data available online through its SONRIS 
system. However, industry users consider the SONRIS system user-unfriendly and continue to request an updated 
LDWR product. Accordingly, the PAG approved updating the LDWR product and distributing CDs on demand. 
However, staff will work with LA DNR to make their system more user-friendly so that future updates may not be 
needed.  

Case Studies: Don Goddard spoke at the monthly luncheon of the Shreveport Geological Society (60 attendees) about 
ongoing work to perform integrated reservoir studies in mature Louisiana fields. Intent is to transfer results and insights 
through case studies presented during PTTC workshops. 

Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts. 

Other Info: Product sales (Louisiana Desktop Well Reference) = $600; sponsorships for State Energy Management 
conference-$3,750; Louisiana Registered Professional Engineers received 150 Professional Development Hours in CGR 
workshops during the quarter.  
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Eastern Gulf Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (11 events) 379 304 (80 %)
Carbonate Reservoirs (w AAPG & others) El Paso, TX 10/2-3/00 65 34 (52%) 3% 
Coalbed Methane Potential of the Gulf Coast 
(AAPG, C. Gulf/Texas Regions, La. Geol. Survey) 

Houston, TX 10/28/00 Reported by Central Gulf 

Underdeveloped Reservoirs Jackson, MS 11/8/00 49 44 (90%) 70% 
Geophysical Logging Technologies Jackson, MS 12/6/00 70 33 (47%) 12% 
SMT Kingdom Suite Raymond, MS 1/29/01 17 11 (65%) 64 
Well Log Interpretation: Basic to Advanced 
(Mississippi State Board of Registered Prof. Geol.) 

Jackson, MS 3/07/01 63 34 (54%) 50 

Optimized Horizontal Well Technology (Central 
Gulf, by Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Jackson, MS 4/03/01    

Natural Fracture and Reservoir Quality Prediction 
and Analysis 

Jackson, MS 4/24/01    

Essentials of Subsurface Mapping (w Mississippi 
State Board of Registered Professional Geologists) 

Jackson, MS 5/23/01    

 

Industry Contacts: 157 (no PTTC-initiated contacts) 

Website (monthly average): 2,492 user sessions; 5,478 page views; 15+ min. The March 2001 newsletter was placed 
online. The geological-oriented website developed by Mississippi Office of Geology reports the following average 
monthly statistics: 5,112 well folders, 598 field folders and 1,702 production maps.  

Workshops: One software workshop featuring SMT’s Kingdom suite and a well log interpretation workshop were 
conducted during the quarter. The well log interpretation workshop was a cooperative effort with the Mississippi State 
Board of Registered Professional Geologists), as will be a planned workshop in May 2001. Early in the coming quarter, 
the Central and Eastern Gulf regions are co-sponsoring the optimized horizontal well technology workshop being 
delivered by Maurer Technology Inc. Another workshop will address naturally fractured reservoirs. 

Newsletter: March 2001 (quarterly circ. 700, 95% industry). Primary emphasis was on reporting conclusions of two 
major studies of the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin completed by the University of Alabama’s Center for Sedimentary 
Basin Studies.  

Outreach: Ongoing efforts. 

Follow-up: University of Alabama staff is working with independents on seismic attributes of carbonates.  

Case Studies: University of Alabama staff is working with an independent on the Womack Hill Field.  

Problem Identification: Ongoing discussion of future topics at workshops held in Jackson, MS.  

Other Info: None reported this quarter. 
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Midwest Region 
 

Topic Location Date Attendance 
(main cosponsors in parentheses)   Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (5 events) 180 138 (77%)
New Albany Shale/Illinois Basin Data CD-ROM (w 
Indiana Geological Survey & GTI) 

Bloomington, IN 10/17/00 41 29 (71%) 31% 

New Research on Michigan Basin Carbonate 
Reservoirs (w Michigan O&G Association) 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 10/19/00 30 26 (87%) 65% 

Cost-Effective Maintenance and Surface 
Remediation Strategies for Producers 

Grayville, IL 11/16/00 36 25 (69%) 48% 

Cypress Sandstone Play-Based Workshop (Illinois 
O&G Association) 

Evansville, IN 3/7/01 34 33 (97%) 33% 

Keys for Choosing Horizontal Drilling Opportunities 
(by Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Lansing, MI 3/28/01 63 51 (81%) 38% 

Keys for Choosing Horizontal Drilling Opportunities 
(by Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Grayville, IL 3/30/01 28 28 (100%) 74% 

 

Industry Contacts: 290 (no PTTC-initiated)  

Website (monthly average, IL): 3,786 user sessions; 7,150 page views; 12 min. Usage of the Illinois website held steady 
during January and February, then jumped significantly during March reflecting availability of recently updated information. 
The Michigan website, which is not able to use Web Trends software, continues to experience dramatic increases in usage: 
overall accesses up 50%, hits on online databases up 47%, hits to business information up 73%, and hits to national links up 
95%. These increases reflect both increased activity in Michigan and effectiveness of PTTC’s networking and website efforts.  

Workshops: The Cypress Sandstone workshop, although similar to the workshop held a year ago in Illinois, successfully drew 
a new audience when held at a more eastern location in conjunction with the Illinois Oil and Gas Association annual meeting. 
Attendance was strong, especially in Michigan, and feedback was very positive about the horizontal drilling workshops 
presented by Maurer Technology Inc. In Michigan, attendance was evenly split among small independents, government, 
consultants, and gas utility/storage sectors. Overall, these workshops received the most positive rating from attendees of any 
that the region has hosted.  

Newsletter: Semiannual newsletter – January 2001 to circulation of 2,900 (95% industry). Primary focus was on 
recapping insights from recent workshops and previewing upcoming PTTC/regional activities. 

Outreach: The region continues to be a hard data resource, particularly for operators contemplating new operations in the 
Midwest Region. Coalbed methane information is most highly sought, stimulated by high gas prices, recent coalbed methane 
meetings, and an R&D project at the Illinois State Geological Survey. The Midwest Region exhibited at the Illinois Oil and 
Gas Association’s annual meeting in Evansville in March, which was attended by about 350 people. Illinois staff attended 
meetings of the Illinois Geological Society (2/28) and SPE Gas Storage Section (3/15). In Michigan, Bill Harrison attended 
monthly meetings of the Michigan Basin Geological Society and Michigan Oil and Gas Association. He and others participated 
in meetings about two DOE-funded R&D projects in Michigan where DOE requested that PTTC play a role in technology 
transfer. Harrison represented the Midwest Region in the March Board/RLO meeting in Washington. In a key complementary 
effort, Linda Harrison presented a plan at the annual Western Michigan University (WMU) Geosciences Advisory Council 
meeting to enlarge the Michigan Basin Core Lab facility that houses PTTC activity there. The expansion would be funded by 
WMU and DOE grants outside the PTTC effort. 

Follow-up: A local operator has shared how using a 3-D seismic survey, usage of which was prompted by insights gained from 
PTTC workshops, led to drilling and increased reserves. Permission is being sought to further share details of this instance of 
application.  

Case Studies: Ongoing efforts. 

Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts.  

Other Info: Steve Gustison joined the Illinois State Geological Survey on Feb. 26, 2001 as PTTC RLO Manager. A geologist 
with broad industry experience, including operating his own company, Steve’s talents and skills are an excellent match for his 
PTTC duties.  
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North Midcontinent Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (10 events) 532 445 (84 %)
Gelled Polymers & Their Applications Wichita, KS 12/6/00 52 42 (81%) 62% 
Practical Electrical Power Cost Reduction (SPE) Wichita, KS 3/14/01 36 32 (89%) 58% 
14th Oil Recovery Conference (TORP) Wichita, KS 3/14-15/01 105 76 (72%) 63% 
Optimized Exploitation and Horizontal Well 
Technology for Independent Operators (by KGS, 
Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Wichita, KS 5/9-10/01    

Cost-Effective Maintenance and Surface 
Remediation for Oil and Gas Producers (w Great 
Plains/Rocky Mountains Hazardous Substance 
Research Center) 

Manhattan, KS 5/24/01    

Digital Subsurface Mapping (Kansas Geological 
Survey) 

Wichita, KS 6/26/01    

Topic to be determined (KIOGA annual meeting) Wichita, KS 8/01    
 

Industry Contacts: 724 (156 PTTC-initiated)  

Website (monthly avg.): 17,287 user sessions; 69,584 page views; 18 min.  

Usage continues to increase, more than doubling from year to year. Databases are continuously improved and total 
content expanded. The website is now providing near real-time oil and gas prices from the NYMEX. The Kansas 
Energy Report 2000 has also been posted, as well as announcements for future workshops.  

Workshops: In cooperation with the Wichita SPE chapter, the region hosted a “Practical Electrical Power Cost 
Reduction” workshop. Through the years, Mike Paik, the speaker, has presented this topic at workshops in several 
regions. The TORP conference, which the region co-sponsored, included technical presentations on a broad range of 
IOR-related topics of direct interest to regional operators. As in the past, regional workshops drew attendees from 
multiple states—four for the power cost reduction workshop and 12 for the TORP conference. Working with the Kansas 
Geological Survey and Maurer Technology Inc., the region will present a 1 ½-day workshop on optimized 
exploitation/horizontal drilling workshop in May. A one-day version of this workshop has received extremely positive 
reviews in other regions.  

Newsletter: Semiannual newsletter (circulation 4,653 with 80% from industry) was distributed during February 2001 to 
provide timely promotion for the TORP conference.  

Outreach: Staff exhibited at the TORP conference. Tim Carr with the Kansas Geological Survey made presentations 
before the Kansas House Utilities Committee and Kansas Taxation Committee during January. Much of regional 
outreach is inter-related with responding to inquiries. Inquiries cover a broad spectrum of topics, including: field-
specific questions, coalbed methane, well integrity and environmental. Rodney Reynolds participated in a metrics team 
meeting with DOE and PTTC Headquarters staff in Morgantown, WV. Congratulations are in order for Rodney--during 
the March Board/RLO meeting in Washington, he was elected to be the RLO representative to PTTC’s Board.  

Follow-up: Ongoing efforts. 

Case Studies: Ongoing efforts.  

Problem Identification: Ongoing input from PAG, workshop participants and inquiries.  

Other Info: Primarily through TORP, Dwayne McCune is continuing to develop a comprehensive coalbed 
methane manual. This effort was stimulated, in part, by prior PTTC activities focused on coalbed methane. 
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Rocky Mountain Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (26 events) 1,020 815 (80 %)
RMAG 2000 Basin-Centered Gas (RMAG/DOE) Denver, CO 10/6/00 468 419 (90%) 90% 
GeoPlus PETRA Basic Training (AAPG) Golden, CO 10/12-13/00 15 10 (67%) 73% 
Tensleep Water Shut-off, Seminar & Field Demo 
(RMOTC, DOE, State of Wyoming) 

Casper, WY 10/13/00 7 6 (86%) 57% 

Petroleum Potential of the Greybull Sandstone, Crow 
& Northern Cheyenne Reservations in South-central 
Montana (MT Bureau of Mines & Geology) 

Billings, MT 10/24-25/00 44 30 (68%) 60% 

GeoPlus PETRA Basic Training (AAPG) Golden, CO 11/2-3/00 19 17 (90%) 90% 
GeoGraphix GESX Basic Training (AAPG) Golden, CO 11/16/00 15 14 (93%) 87% 
Desktop Applications (Microsoft Office) (AAPG) Billings, MT 11/17/00 19 19 (100%) 84% 
SMT Kingdom Suite (3dPAK, Basic Training) Ft. Collins, CO 12/7/00 6 0 (0%) 0% 
SMT Kingdom Suite (3dPAK, Basic Training) Denver, CO 12/19/00 6 6 (100%) 83% 
GeoPlus PETRA Basic Training (AAPG) Golden, CO 1/11-12/01 20 16 (80%) 70% 
Cross-section Generation Utilizing MJ System’s 
Raster Log Images and DigiRule’s CrossLog Suite 

Golden, CO 1/19/01 17 16 (94%) 47% 

GeoPlus PETRA Basic Training (AAPG) Golden, CO 2/8-9/01 18 16 (89%) 50% 
Petrophysics for the 21st Century Golden, CO 2/23/01 10 8 (80%) 70% 
Desktop Applications (AAPG) Salt Lake City 3/17/01 8 4 (50%) 0% 
New Technology for Handling Water During 
Production –DOWS (IPAMS, SPE Denver) 

Denver, CO 4/6/01    

Oil Spill Management: Issues in Production Fields Casper, WY 5/08/01    
Principles of Groundwater Flow and Hydrodynamics-
- Rocky Mountain Basins (SPE, MT Geol. Soc.) 

Billings, MT 5/17-18/01    

Practical Reservoir Characterization for Independents Denver, CO 6/1&2/01    
Office 2000 for the Geoscience Professional Golden, CO 6/2/01    
Structural & Stratigraphic Interpretation of Borehole 
Imaging Logs 

Golden, CO 6/3/01    

 

Industry Contacts: 694 (241 PTTC-initiated contacts) 

Website (monthly average): 991 user sessions; 3,135 page views; 13 min. Further enhancements of the website are on 
hold until modifications for the new regional template are complete, which is anticipated early in the 3rd Quarter. 

Workshops: Five workshops, all but one software-related, drew 73 attendees with 82% of attendees being from 
industry. Except for the “Office 2000 for Geoscience Professionals” workshop in Salt Lake City, all workshops were 
held in Golden. Response to the Digirule/MJ Systems software workshop, featuring somewhat obscure software 
products, was very favorable, indicating that these courses may be effective as in-depth demos. Attendance at the Salt 
Lake City workshop was likely affected by the Saturday venue and/or spring break. Next quarter is extremely busy with 
workshops in Colorado (three around AAPG conference), Montana, and Wyoming. 

Newsletter: February 2001 (circulation 1,975 (63 electronically) with 95% from industry). The eight-page newsletter 
presents summaries of papers, reports, technologies, and past and upcoming workshops. This issue contained a feature 
interview with Betsy Campen, PAG member from Billings. 

Outreach: Staff exhibited at the AIPG legislative reception in Denver (130 attendees) in February. The center provided 
a complimentary software training session on EarthPak software, thanking SMT for their software donations. 
Complimentary training on GeoPlus’s PETRA software was provided to CSM students and faculty as a thank you for 
CSM’s continued support of the software training center.  

Follow-up: Ongoing efforts. 

Case Studies: Ongoing efforts.  

Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts. 

Other Info: Ongoing efforts. 
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South Midcontinent Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (42 events) 1,289 1,189 (92 %)
Hunton Play (OGS) Norman, OK 10/17/00 124 103 (83%) 78% 
Hunton Play (OGS) Norman, OK 10/18/00 80 66 (83%) 84% 
Arkansas-Oklahoma Coalbed Methane Ft. Smith, AR 11/08/00 62 62 (100%)  
Asphaltene and Paraffin Control (MWC) Oklahoma City, OK 11/13/00 33 33 (100%)  
Asphaltene and Paraffin Control (MWC) Tulsa, OK 11/14/00 101 95 (94%) 43% 
Hunton Play (OGS & TGS) Tulsa, OK 11/28/00 40 37 (93%) 83% 
Hunton Play (OGS & OCGS) Oklahoma City, OK 11/29/00 27 24 (89%) 85% 
NRIS/ArcExplorer & ArcView (OU Geo Inf. Sys.) Oklahoma City, OK 2/22/01 16 12 (75%) 0% 
NRIS/ArcExplorer & ArcView (OU Geo Inf. Sys.) Oklahoma City, OK 2/23/01 11 11 (100%) 100% 
Becoming a Bonded Operator-OCC Forms (MWC) Ardmore, OK 2/23/01 2 2 (100%) 0% 
Becoming a Bonded Operator-OCC Forms (MWC) Oklahoma City, OK 3/02/01 49 49 (100%) 39% 
Becoming a Bonded Operator-OCC Forms (MWC) Tulsa, OK 3/16/01 54 53 (98%) 45% 
Acquisition of Oil & Gas Properties (MWC) Ardmore, OK 3/23/01 12 12 (100%) 8% 
Oklahoma Coalbed Methane (OGS/OCGS) Oklahoma City, OK 3/29/01 66 60 (91%) 53% 
NRIS/ArcExplorer & ArcView (OU Geo Inf. Sys.) Oklahoma City, OK 3/29/01 9 7 (78%) 0% 
NRIS/ArcExplorer & ArcView (OU Geo Inf. Sys.) Oklahoma City, OK 3/30/01 8 6 (75%) 100% 
Acquisition of Oil & Gas Properties (MWC) Pawhuska, OK 3/30/01 13 8 (62%) 25% 
Springer Play (OGS) Norman, OK 4/04/01    
Springer Play (OGS) Norman, OK 4/05/01    
Acquisition of Oil & Gas Properties (MWC) Oklahoma City, OK 4/06/01    
Springer Play Field Trip (OGS) Ardmore, OK 4/10/01    
Springer Play Field Trip (OGS) Ardmore, OK 4/11/01    
Acquisition of Oil & Gas Properties (MWC) Tulsa, OK 4/20/01    
Basic Accounting Principles & Insurance (MWC) Ardmore, OK 4/27/01    
Basic Accounting Principles & Insurance (MWC) Pawhuska, OK 5/04/01    
Revisiting Old/Assessing New Plays in SMC (OGS) Oklahoma City, OK 5/8&9/01    
Mapping O&G Data w Arcview (OU Geo Inf. Sys.) Oklahoma City, OK 5/11/01    
Hunton Play Field Trip (OGS) Ada, OK 5/22/01    
Hunton Play Field Trip (OGS) Ada, OK 5/23/01    
Basic Accounting Principles & Insurance (MWC) Oklahoma City, OK 5/25/01    
Basic Accounting Principles & Insurance (MWC) Tulsa, OK 6/01/01    
Trade Fair (MWC) Oklahoma City, OK 6/08/01    
Asphaltenes & Paraffin Problems (MWC) Ardmore, OK 6/13/01    
Springer Play (OGS, OCGS) Oklahoma City, OK 6/20/01    
Springer Play (OGS, TGS) Tulsa, OK 6/21/01    
Legal & Regulatory Issues for O&G (MWC) Ardmore, OK 6/22/01    
Legal & Regulatory Issues for O&G (MWC) Pawhuska, OK 6/29/01    
Underbalanced Drilling (OGS, Maurer Technology) Norman, OK 7/11/01    
 

Industry Contacts: 525 (34 PTTC-initiated contacts) 
Website (monthly average): 2,401 user sessions (WebTrends software can not be used on OU server).  
Workshops: Schedule includes cooperative efforts with the Oklahoma City and Tulsa Geological Societies, Marginal 
Well Commission (MWC), OU Geo Info Systems (GIS), and Oklahoma Geological Survey (OGS). Combined 
resources delivered ten workshops this quarter—one by OGS/OCGS, five by the MWC, and four by OU Geo Info 
Systems. Twenty events are planned during the next quarter.  
Newsletter: January 2001 (circ. 6,403 with 98% from industry). Plus periodic mailings. The newsletter focused on 
coalbed methane and the upcoming Springer workshop series. 
Outreach: Ongoing efforts. 
Follow-up: Ongoing efforts. 
Case Studies: Ongoing efforts. 
Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts. 
Other Info: Dr. Mankin has been appointed Director of OU’s Sarkey’s Energy Center, plus current duties.  
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Southwest Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (6 events) 454 336 (74 %)
Infill Drilling Calculator/Production Curve Analysis Farmington, NM 11/29/00 32 28 (88%) 53% 
C115 Electronic Filing Farmington, NM 11/29/00 12 11 (92%) 0% 
2000 CO2 Conference (CEED, Texas Region, 
others) 

Midland, TX 12/5&6/00 Reported by Texas Region  

Lewis Shale San Juan Basin: Approaches to Rocky 
Mountain Tight Gas Shale Plays 

Albuquerque, NM 2/21/01 104 91 (87%) 36% 

Low Permeability & Underdeveloped Natural Gas 
Reservoirs of New Mexico (NM Bur. Of Mines) 

Socorro, NM 4/5-7/01    

Optimized Horizontal Well Technology (Texas 
Region, by Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Midland, TX 5/11/01    

Reverse Osmosis Treatment of Produced Water Artesia, NM May - June    
 

Industry Contacts: 225 (51 PTTC-initiated)  

Website (monthly avg.): 12,980 user sessions; 134,313 page views; 15 min.  

The new look developed from the regional template is now online, and supporting changes are nearly complete. The 
region was the first to actually bring the new regional look online. During the quarter, some outside party breached 
security and was using the FTP server to send movie files. This caused several periods of downtime where people could 
not access some larger files and software downloads. New more secure FTP software is being used, but other 
difficulties are now being encountered. 

Workshops: The Lewis Shale workshop was highly successful, drawing a large number of participants. Expert speakers 
were favorably received. Significantly, Burlington Resources, which normally does not share information readily, 
participated, sharing their insider insights on Lewis Shale operations. The planned early April workshop will also focus 
on gas resources, a hot topic in New Mexico. The cooperative effort with Texas and Maurer Technology Inc. in a May 
horizontal drilling workshop is also expected to draw a good crowd. 

Newsletter: Semi-annual PRRC newsletter (circ. 3800), issued in Jan. & July. The monthly online newsletter, 
Southwest Regional Review, contains Permian and San Juan Basin sections. In the online newsletter, Martha Cather is 
developing a series of articles about where users can find various kinds of information on the Internet.  

Outreach: Staff presented a luncheon talk at the Roswell Energy Library regarding “using the GO-TECH website for 
production data.” The region recently implemented an Internet-based tracking system. This system makes capturing 
more data about contacts easier, and queries and reports can be created from the system. Visits were also made with 
four producers in the Four Corners area about helping with safety outreach in schools.   

Follow-up: The Roswell Energy Library was operating with a $3000 deficit, with one of the issues being the perceived 
high cost of subscribing to Dwight’s/PI for production data. Following the luncheon talk about the production data 
online through GO-TECH, the library decided to drop their Dwight’s/PI subscription, making GO-TECH their primary 
source for production data. As a result, their cash flow will be positive this year.  

Case Studies: Ongoing efforts. 

Problem Identification: New Mexico operators are concerned about permitting, regulation, and access to public lands. 
Being a policy issue, interactions with industry are occurring through other University entities. There is also interest in 
completion technology and wellbore management. The region is exploring bringing the recent Texas workshop on 
wellbore management to southeast New Mexico in the fall.  

Other Info: None this quarter. 
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Texas Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (17 events) 802 685 (85 %)
Coalbed Methane Potential of the Gulf Coast 
(AAPG, Eastern & Central Gulf regions, La. Geol. 
Survey) 

Houston, TX 10/28/00 Reported by Central Gulf  

2000 CO2 Annual Mtg (CEED, Southwest, others) Midland, TX 12/5-6/00 207 202 (98%) 35% 
Wellbore Management Midland, TX 3/22/01 75 75 (100%) 11% 
Predicting Reservoir Quality (S TX Geol. Soc.) San Antonio, TX 4/11/01    
Optimized Horizontal Well Technology (Southwest 
Region, by Maurer Technology Inc.) 

Dallas, TX 5/07/01    

Putting the Internet to Work (TIPRO) Houston, TX 5/10/01    
Optimized Horizontal Well Technology (by Maurer 
Technology Inc.) 

Midland, TX 5/11/01    

GeoPlus PETRA Tyler, TX 7/01    
Regulations for Coalbed Methane Producers San Antonio, TX 8/01    
CO2 Sequestering  Midland, TX TBD    
Wellbore Management TBD TBD    
Minimizing Energy Costs in the Oil Patch Midland, TX TBD    
 

Industry Contacts: 225 (no PTTC-initiated), plus 2,620 TIPRO contacts (Internet/software/demo)   
Website (monthly average): NEED TO PDATE WEB STATISTICS 
Basic PTTC function: 8,378 user sessions; 14,055 page views, ranges from 9-10 min. 
Expanded Outreach function: 81,242 user sessions; 239,187 page views, ranges from 9-10 min. 
Combined (basic + outreach): 89,620 user sessions; 253,450 page views  
Basic website traffic is analogous to that experienced by other PTTC regions. Expanded outreach traffic reflects 
sections of website related to Texas Region’s emphasis, conducted by TIPRO, on increasing independent producers 
knowledge and use of the Internet. Additionally, data/information of specific interest to Permian Basin operators is 
being provided on a website at CEED (directly linked to PTTC website).  

Workshops: Good attendance and positive participant feedback bore testimony to the wellbore management 
workshop being on target with producer needs and having qualified speakers who provided information and 
field examples of high local interest. Plans are already being laid to conduct the workshop in other locations, 
some possibly being in other regions. Considerable effort was spent planning/promoting the two “optimized 
horizontal drilling” workshops with Maurer Technology Inc. and the remaining topics/locations for FY01 
workshops. 
Newsletter: 2nd issue of Producer News, January 2001, circ. 600 (plus posted on website). 3rd issue in early April 2001, 
circ. 905 (90% industry). Staff is also submitting PTTC news-related items to the associations (Texas Alliance of 
Energy Producers, Panhandle Producers and Royalty Owners Association, Permian Basin Petroleum Association and 
TIPRO). Combined circulation is nearly 6,200. The East Texas Geological Society is also emailing news to their 
membership. 

Outreach: Bob Kiker made brief presentations about the upcoming wellbore management workshop at SPE 
and PBPA luncheons in January and February. He also participated in a post-conference summary meeting 
about the 2000 CO2 conference.  
Follow-up: Ongoing efforts. 
Case Studies: Through Bob Kiker’s efforts, a case study on “beam gas compression” appeared in the March 
2001 issue of World Oil as part of PTTC’s/World Oil’s Petroleum Technology Digest. At Jim Lea’s request, 
complimentary reprints of this case study were provided to Texas Tech for use in their Southwestern 
Petroleum Short Course. Bob also developed a poster presentation focusing on Digest case studies for the 
May SPE conference in Midland. 
Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts. 
Other Info: Welcome several new members to the PAG.  



Semi-Annual Tech Progress Report – May 2001 - 20 - 

West Coast Region 
 

Attendance Topic 
(main cosponsors in parentheses) 

Location Date 
Total # (%) from 

Industry 

Repeat 
Attend. 

Total FY00 Attendance (16 events) 717 464 (65 %)
Drilling Practices in California—New Technologies 
and Case Studies 

Bakersfield, CA 10/26/00 55 43 (78%) 56% 

Drilling Practices in California—New Technologies 
and Case Studies 

Long Beach, CA 10/27/00 36 24 (67%) 50% 

Applied Reservoir Management w Case Studies Los Angeles, CA 12/8/00 64 35 (55%) 26% 
Fracture Stimulation of California Diatomites Bakersfield, CA 1/25/01 76 57 (75%) 74% 
Trouble Shooters Field Visits Bakersfield & 

Long Beach areas 
2/12-18/01    

Midway Sunset Demonstration Project (DOE) Bakersfield, CA 2/20/01 60 50 (83%) 70% 
Cost Effective Technologies to Combat Corrosion Bakersfield, CA 2/22/01 31 25 (81%) 60% 
Cost Effective Technologies to Combat Corrosion  Long Beach, CA 2/23/01 36 27 (75%) 44% 
Energy Crisis and Solutions for California Producers Valencia, CA 3/15/01 96 83 (86%) 18% 
Offshore California Revisited Ventura, CA 4/25/01    
Alaska Coal Bed and Shallow Gas Resources—short 
courses, field trip and workshop 

Anchorage, AK 4/30-5/4/01    

Monterey Reservoirs, Onshore & Offshore, 
workshop and field trip 

Santa Barbara, CA 6/20-21/01    

COMET 2001 Los Angeles, CA 6/24-29/01    
EPRI-PEAC Electric Cost Reduction in Oil Fields Bakersfield, CA 7/17/01    
EPRI-PEAC Electric Cost Reduction in Oil Fields Ventura, CA 7/18/01    
EPRI-PEAC Electric Cost Reduction in Oil Fields Long Beach, CA 7/19/01    
Trouble Shooters Forum Bakersfield, CA 9/21/01    
 

Industry Contacts: 104 (50 PTTC-initiated) 

Website (monthly average): 834 user sessions; 4,349 page views; 18 min. Effort focuses on adding material from past 
workshops to the website. 

Workshops: Technologies addressed in workshops focused on the operational side, covering hydraulic fracturing, 
especially as it applies to California diatomite reservoirs, and controlling corrosion in oilfield operations. Halliburton 
shared several case studies of fracturing in diatomites, and Oxy shared key insights from their corrosion control programs. 
In response to California’s power/energy crisis, the region developed, on short notice, the March “energy crisis” workshop. 
Significant time and effort were required to develop the April 30-May 4 series of events (short courses, field trip and 
workshop) in Alaska. 

Newsletter: Anniversary newsletter, December 2000, circulation 4000. CIPA weekly announcements. 

Outreach: Dr. Ershaghi made invited talks in Long Beach, San Ramon, and Ventura on reservoir management recipes for 
California’s geriatric oilfields. The region also exhibited during a high school engineering conference in Bakersfield. 
Trouble Shooter field visits were made in Bakersfield and Long Beach areas during February and March. Leveraging 
support from the EPRI/PEAC program, Trouble Shooters are focusing on energy consumption for lifting equipment. More 
than 50 companies were contacted to recruit them for inclusion in the electric cost study. Ten fields have been visited and 
data gathered. Results of efficiency studies will be presented during the July 17-19 workshop series. 

Follow-up: API contacted the West Coast Region about helping to organize a workshop focusing on California’s Offshore, 
subsequently scheduled on April 25th in Ventura.  

Case Studies: Several case studies on hydraulic fracturing of diatomites were presented by Porter Underwood during the 
Jan. 25th workshop. Nuevo Energy’s case study of horizontal well development in the Belridge Field, briefly presented in 
the December 2000 anniversary forum in Los Angeles, was published in the Petroleum Digest Section in the March 2001 
issue of World Oil.  

Problem Identification: Ongoing efforts. 
Other Info: None reported this quarter.  
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Petroleum Technology Transfer Council 
Participating Subcontractors 

Appalachian 
Dr. Douglas Patchen 
Program Director 
Appalachian Oil & Natural Gas Research Consortium 
West Virginia University 
P.O. Box 6064 
Morgantown, WV  26506-6064 
 
Central Gulf  
Mr. Robert H. Baumann 
Special Assistant to the Provost/Energy Programs  
Center for Energy Studies 
Louisiana State University 
One East Fraternity Circle 
Baton Rouge, LA  70803 
 
Eastern Gulf  
Dr. Ernest Mancini 
Professor of Geology 
University of Alabama 
Box 870338, 202 Bevill Bldg. 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama  35487 
 
Midwest  
Dr. David Morse 
Petroleum Geologist 
Oil and Gas Section 
Illinois State Geological Survey 
615 East Peabody Drive 
Champaign, Illinois  61820 
 
North Midcontinent  
Mr. Rodney Reynolds 
EOR Liaison Engineer 
Kansas University Energy Research Center 
1930 Constant Avenue 
Lawrence, KS  66047 

Rocky Mountain 
Dr. Sandra Mark 
Research Assistant Professor 
Colorado School of Mines 
13th and Maple St. 
Golden, CO  80401-1887 
 
South Midcontinent  
Dr. Charles Mankin 
Director 
Oklahoma Geological Survey 
100 East Boyd St., Rm. N131 
Norman, OK  73019 
 
Southwest  
Dr. Robert Lee 
Director 
Petroleum Recovery Research Center 
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 
801 Leroy Place - Campus Station 
Socorro, NM  87801 
 
Texas  
Dr. Scott Tinker 
Director 
Bureau of Economic Geology 
The University of Texas at Austin 
University Station, Box X 
Austin, TX  78713-8924 
 
West Coast 
Dr. Iraj Ershaghi 
Director, Petroleum Engineering Program 
University of Southern California 
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University Park 
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