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1. Production Phase Successfully Launched 

We are pleased to be in our production phase for The DNA Files. We now have our managing 
editor, program producers, editors, technical director, researcher and mixing engineers in place. 
November 20 through 23 we held all-day meetings in which we gathered our producers, and 
core production staff together, along with several science advisors, for a combination “teach-in”, 
discussion group and planning/formatting session. During this time we refined our roles and the 
support system provided for the producers. The meetings were organized to maximize 
interaction with the experts, so that producers’ questions stemming from the reading they had 
already done could be addressed. 

One day was spent focusing intensively on “Genetics 101” under the direction of our advisor 
Desmond Mascarenhas. Dr. Mascarenhas is a molecular and cell biologist and is passionately 
devoted to public science education. His presentation on the basic science of genetics was not 
only educational, but also lively and enjoyable. Another day was spent strictly identifying the 
“hot button” social issues emerging from genetic science. In the morning, our research 
consultant Sally Lehrman, presented and led discussion on how the media covers genetics. 
Lehrman has been a health and science writer for Nature magazine, the San Francisco 
Examiner, and has been a John S. Knight Fellow with emphasis in medical, legal and ethical 
issues related to the Human Genome Project. 

Joining us for that discussion, and the rest of the day’s consideration of ELSI issues, were Paul 
Rabinow, Diane Beeson and Pilar Ossorio, all of whom have offered to further serve as 
advisors. Rabinow, as a professor of anthropology, has been studying the Human Genome 
Project and the biotech industry in the U.S. Beeson is a professor of medical sociology with 
over 20 years experience researching and writing on genetic testing. She co-founded the Study 
of Social Change program with Troy Duster at U.C. Berkeley. Ossorio is Director of the 
Genetics Section at the American Medical Association’s Institute for Ethics. She is a reviewing 
editor for the journal Microbial Genetics, among other things. Both Beeson and Ossorio have 
offered to work with producers to answer questions, review scripts, and generally be available 
regarding content issues in the programs. At the end of the last day, the producers and editors 
urged us to have another meeting to focus on later shows in the series production cycle. 

We continue to be gratified by the numbers of distinguished advisors that step forward to assist 
us with various aspects of this project. In this last period, in addition to Beeson and Ossorio, we 
have been joined by Eric Lander, Timothy Caulfield, Paul Rabinow, and others. They all share 
a commitment to public education on this subject and have expressed enthusiasm for our 
particular effort. We are now attempting to match producers with specific advisor “buddies” who 
can be available for discussions and to answer questions during this initial phase of program 
production. 

II. Research Lessons and Upcoming Development 

Maior research for most of the documentaries has been completed. The completed work has I 

$ been organized into research “backgrounders”, resource guides, and select reprints of articles 
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and chapters from books. (One of our editors quipped that his producer package was delivered 
to his door on a fork lift.) Our producers have commented that they find these packages to be a 
tremendously beneficial launching pad, from which to begin to focus their creative consideration 
of the topic for documentary treatment. 

It has become apparent that research for a major, in-depth media presentation on any of these 
topics is extremely complex, requiring a great deal of time and care. As a result of our 
extensive research efforts, we are exploring the ways, beyond the planned project web page, 
that these materials can be made useful to specific sectors of the public. We are attaching one 
of our “backgrounders” - the one on prenatal testing - as an example of what we have created 
to guide our producers and editors in their consideration of the topic. (We are not enclosing the 
actual readings that accompanied the backgrounders.) At this point, this document clearly 
serves an internal production unit function and it should be noted that much of the language is 
intended for readers internal to the project. However, with additional development, rewriting and 
updating, the backgrounders for the programs could become useful educational tools for 
members of various professions from law enforcement to health care, who have little familiarity 
with genetics, as well as students, and the lay public. We want to explore this potential for 
further use. Distribution could be via the web, as well as through print, if funds were available. 

111. Distribution Contract Secured 

A major accomplishment over this last period has been signing a distribution contract with 
National Public Radio. Several aspects of our relationship with NPR that we mentioned in our 
last report (August, 1997) involving multiple uses of material from The DNA Files have been 
formally included in the agreement, including the commitment of Ira Flatow, host of NPR’s Talk 
ofthe Nation Science Friday, to dedicate one of his programs to genetics and cross-promote the 
series. As well, we have secured an informal commitment from senior science editor Anne 
Gudenkauf to present our material to other NPR news shows, including A// Things Considered 
and Morning Edition. We look forward to further defining our relationship with NPR with regard 
to marketing and promotion of the series as well. 

IV. Fiscal Agency Transition 

Another major accomplishment of this past period was the final approval and completion of the 
transfer of our two major grants (NSF and DOE) from Pacifica Foundation to SoundVision 
Productions fiscal management. This process was somewhat time consuming and we are very 
pleased to have it essentially completed so that we can concentrate on tasks directly related to 
this project‘s mission and goals. 

V. Web Site Status 

Although our web site is scheduled to be registered in January 1998, we have been, since the 
beginning of the project, receiving questions about the project, the science of genetics (“Why 
does a dna strand twist to the right?”), social and ethical issues (“Have geneticists located the 
soul in the body yet?“) from students, patients of genetic testing, and health care professionals. 
Recently we have started fielding these interesting questions to our advisor, Dr. Sylvia 
Spengler, but it is apparent that there will be much more public inquiry after we begin to market 
and broadcast the series. It was never part of our original project concept to respond to this 
level of inquiry. It seems, though, that we would be providing a service to the public if we could 
use the series, and the interest it generates in the form of these contacts, to further provide 
information about genetics and genetics resources. Consequently we are evaluating our 
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capacity to handle these inquiries and requests. Our advisors, including Dr. Spengler and 
others, have all pointed out that we need to better develop this capacity to respond. Currently, 
we have extremely limited capacity to respond to these requests. 

Finally, our series producer is designing an internal web site within the project's web page to 
which the producers can go for further resources and general information about the topics on 
which they are working. 
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