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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study is to make an evaluation eof the

public-relations programs of the eleven affillated four
year high school systems of Melennan County, Texas.

 guiett end Caseyl observe that as soclety grows more
complex, it becomes increassingly difficult for any large
part of 1t to know how the other half lives, thinks, acts,
or what it is trying towacéomplish. It has beeome so 4if-
ficult that enterprises whieclh are asmong the grestest have
been orgenized for the specific purpose of keepling the public
informed. Certain sctivities of interest to the masses of
people are publlished In the newspepers, heralded over the
radioc and sound trucks, or reproduced in a very vivid way
in motion pilectures. Other toplcs, becsuse they affect the
welfare of large nuwmbers of people, are masde the subject of
discussion by speskers from the pulplt and the plstform.
But certain other subjects of equal but less obvicus inter-
est and importance are often so neglected or sc incompletely

treated that the publie has little or no opportunity to form

lgienn ¢. Quiett and Ralph D, Casey, Prineiples of
publicity, p. 1.
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an intelligent opinion coneerning them: and cgeaslionally
matters are presented in so bilased s fashion that it 1s
necessary to inform the public sa to the whole truth on both
sides of the question,

The purpose of a publie~-relstions program in the school
is to inform the general public so 28 to create an opinion
that is intelligent, informed, and, ir possible, favorsbly

impressed.

An Explanation of Terms

Reeder? defines the term by explaining that publie-
sehool relations is a phase of school sdministration whieh
gives informetion concerning the educstionsl system. Its
scope 1s local, state, or natlional, depending upon the pre-
valling administrationsl orgenization of the schools. Since
schools in this eouniry are organized and administered chief-
ly on a loecsl besis, the emphasis is placed on the public-
relations functions end activities of local school systems.

The term, "publie-school relations,” is}usually used
Interchangesbly with public~school publielty or interpreta-
tion. Public-school relstions is, however, a more diplow-
matic term to use than public-school publiclity, beeause
the latter term often suggests aims and procedures such as
advertising, press agentry, propagenda, and "putting the

best foot forward," During recent years, school systems as

“fierd_G. Reeder, An Introduction to Publie-School Rela-
tions, p. 1.
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well =8 private businesses have sensed the skepticism of
publicity which a large portion of the publie possesses and
have ehanged the name of their publiecity activitics to public~
relations activities or interpretation endeavors.®

Then, for the purpose of this study, the terms, "pub-
liclty," "public relations,” and "interpretation,” will be
used Interchengeably. Either of the three terms will con-
vey the idea of gilving infarmﬂﬁign about the school system

te the students, teachers, pstrons, and the genersl publics—

Y
e

Purpose of the Study
In this study, the purpose is to ascertain the types
and media of public~-relations programs in effect, to deter-
mine the uses belng made of these types and media, to evalu-
ate the findings of the methods in use, and to make sug-
gestions and recommendations for sn effsgtive publiec~sehool

relations program in the schools included in the survey.

Scope of the Study
The study 1s limited to the eleven school districts of
Mclennan County, Texas, that maintain fully aceredited four-
year high schools, These school districts, in alphsbetical
order, are Axtell, Bruceville-Eddy, Crawford, La Vega,
Lorena, Mart, MeGregor, Moody, Riesel, South Bosque, and
West. The Waco Sehool Distriect is not incliuded, because the

large population of the community and its social complexities

STbid,
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render it incomparsble to the four-year high schools in the
smaller commmnities of the eounty.
The elémantary sehools are consldered as integral parts

of the districts under consideration.

Sources of Data

The data used in this evaluation were complled after a
visit by the writer to each sehool. The general data per-
taining to the school districts were secured from the super-
intendents by questionnaires and personal interviews. A ebpy
of the questionnalre is incorporated in the Appendixz. The
data pertaining to the newspapers, students, and parents were
also tabuleted from s different questionnaire, s copy of
which iz ineluded in the Appendizx,

0f the questionnalres presented to the eleven super-
intendents, all were filled out and returned, z response of
one huhdred per cent. From the 1,809 questionnaires given to
high school atudents, 1,469 replies were recelved,or s re-
sponse of 8l.2 per cent. The replies represented 1,324 dif-
ferent homes in the eleven eommunities.

In the itinerary, a random ssmpling of the sehools!
rublications such as newspapers, yearbooks, and hsndbills
wos assimllated for evaluation., In communities where & local
newspaper was published, seversal representative copiss were
obtained, and in some cases a complete file of the issues

from Septerber, 1940, to June, 1941, was obtained. This phase
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of a public-relations program is given importent conszideration
by Garlin,4 who states thet the newspaper is probably the

greatest and best medium of school publicity.

Procedure and Analysis of the Problen

This study 1s presented in four chapters, The first
chapter deals with a statement of the problem, sn explena-
tion of the terms, the purpose of the study, the scope of
the study, the soureces of data, and the procedure and analy-
sis of the problem.

The second chapter presents data for setting up certain
eriteria for evaluating a public-relations program. The ob-
ject and need of school publicity as presented by recoge
nized school authorities are showny the responsibilities of
boards of education, school administraters, and teachers are
exphasized; the publies, or groups, to be reached by the
program sre designgbeds snd the data t@yb@ disseminated and
the methods to be used are weighed.

The thilrd chapter deals with the methods used in the
evaluation, an analysis of the public-relations data sub-
mitted, and an evaluation of existing conditions as re-
vealed through the vlsitations, conferences, sehool publica-
tions, newspapera, snd questionnaire data. Seweral tables

end figures are presented for emphasis.

4R. E. Garlin, A Study of Eduecational Publicity in Texes
Newspapers, UniVersity 6 Texas Tulletin No. 3044, %@33, p. Ti.
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The fourth chapter contalns a brief summary, the con-
clusions reasched as a result of the study, and some sugges-
tlons and recommendstions for setting up & dynamic and
functioning publlc-relations program whose primery purposse
will be to inform the citizens about what is desirsble, and
what ls necessary for them to know if they are to give reason-
able conslderatlon to the progress and needs of the publiec

seghools, D

SWilliam Hall Todd, What Citizens Should Know sbout
Their Schools, Teachers College (Columbia URLVETrsity) Cone
tributions to Eﬁdﬁxtiﬁn No. 279, 1927, p. BG.




CHAPTER II

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING A FUBLIC-
RELATIONS PROGRAM

A Basic Poliey

The purpose ol thils discussion, &8s a preface to a more
detalled subsequent statement of its direct application to
social interpretation, is to demonstrate thst high-pressure
taetics are of doubtful value and that the presentation of
educational conditions and needs rmst be prefaced by a long
period of commmunity education to a general understanding and
acceptance of possible needs., 1t is obvious that & social-
interpretation program cannot be bullt succesafully over
night. It requires at lsast flve yesars of consistent and in-
telligent thought, unless the recognition of need has arisen
from the eommunity itself. Programs should be developed and
built upon a sound foundstion. Under such a policy develop-
ment as described here, the legal responsibllity is placed
upon the community and the technieal respeonsibility upon the

e&ucator.l

lartour B. ¥oehlman, Soeclal Interpretation, p. 87.

7



The Keed for Interpretation

Americen citizens know too little sbout the publie
sechools, © Posslbly one of the most vital problems confront-
ing the public sclool program is the need to "sell good will"
to the supporting publiec. As was staésﬁ in the previous chap-
ter, the purpose of any school's attempting a publie-relations
program is better to inform the general publie, those who
pay the bill, so as o create an opinion that ié intelli-
gently Informed and, if possible, favorasbly impressed.

This chapter will, in the maln, present the views of
recogrized suthorities as gleaned from books, magssine arti.
cles, #nd other mabterlals. The lack of informstion relatlve
to the public schools parallels very closely the idea pre-

sented by Cooper, who in turn quotes others when he sayse

People may be classified into two groups: the
enlightened and the ignorant. Borderline values, al-
weys present, will shade into each other. From thess
two classes three kinds of government wmay result.

When the ignorant govern the lgnorant, anarchy
will soorer or later prevail.

When the enlightened govern the ignorant, satec-
racy -- malevolent or benevolent -- will evolve,

When the enlightened govern the enlightened, an
enduring democracy willl ensue.

The early stateamen of America recognized the gb-
solute necessity of sn enlightened citlizenry. Witness
Jeffersonts letter to Madison:

"Bay finally whether peace iz best preserved by
giving energy to the government or Information to the
people.

"The last is the most certain snd the most legliti-
mate engine of government. Educate and inform the whole

“horman G. Stout, Teacher and Commmnity, p. 42.
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mass of the people -~ they are the only sure reliance
for the preservation ¢f our liberty." _

Cur own Texss statesmen likewise concelved the
power which knowledge gives. Kerly in the infant days
of the republlic, President Lamar made many efforts to
insure 2 general diffusion of knowledge for Texas youth
anl posterity. Hls classlc statement should be memor-
ized by every Texas school pupil today.d

Lamar proclalimed: REduecatlon 1s a gubjeet in which
every cltlzen, and especially every parent, feels s
deep and lively concern., It 1s one in whieh no jarring
interests are involved and no acrimonious political
feelings excited; for its benefits ere so universal
that all parties can cordially unite in advancing it.
It is adpmitlted by &8l1ll that g enltivated mind is the
guardian genius of democracy, while gulded and con-
trolled by virtue, the noblest attribute of man, It is
the only diectator that free men scknowledge, and the only
security thet free men desire,?

Sexson, Iin an address bvefore the general session of the

American Assoclation of School Administrators in Atlantic

City, reasoned that public relations In sssence is not lobby-

ing, politieal hand sheking, or political horse trading. YHe

agld:

We ere conesrned with the problen of administering
an adequate problem of public education. We are com-
mitted to democratic proeedures, snd we are concerned
with outeomes that will be evaluated in large part by
gonerations yet unborn.

Too often these professionsl publie relations?
experts have had too much technique and too little
program.

Public education in America rests upon a sustain-
ing public opinion.®

Preface, p. ¥.

5L. B. Cooper, The Permsnent School Fund of Texas,

44. B. Lamar, "Wessage to Congress," Journal of the House,

Regular Sesslon of Third Congress of the Republie of Texas,

PE.

XIVII (¥aroh 19, 1938), 353-358.

279-278.

©J. A. Sexson, "Public Relations," Sehool and Society,
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Public-sehool interpretation, strietly as guch, 1s a
comparatively reecent innovation in educationsl realms, as
is revealed by Weber®in a chapter dealing with commmunity con-
tacts and public relations of the public sehools. He makes
the observation that formal orgenizstiocn to influence pub-
lic opiniorn is somewhat rTecent even in the business world,
where the predomlnance of advertising 1s so great and has
been justifled by inereasing returns on the investments in
it.

Activitles lezding to the establishment of adeguate
public relations In the educational field is even s more
receni development than in the business world. The problem
has been a center for educstional study and thoughts but
little of what may be termed & "speelalists'" literature has
developed,

ﬁyde7 writes that during recent years the term "pub-
lieity" has acquired conflicting end somebimes unpleasunt
copnotations. ieny people secem to thlnk of publielty as mere
advertising, a program of propagania, or a deliberate st-
tempt to mislead and decelve the publie. Tt is negessary,
therefore, in a study of educational publicity, to define

clearly at the cutset what 1s meant by the term.

Sosear F. Weber, Problems in School Administration,
p. 66&.

7M. W. Hyde, Standards for Publiclby Programs in gol-
leges and Universities, p. 1,
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Alexander® expresses the thought that even the world's
best merchandise mist heve sdvertising to attrsct the desired
customers. He slso bhelieves that sehool publicity should be
continuous, s distinguished from short campsigns or drives.
However, there sre times when the drive wview is amdvissble and
even Indispenssble. A happy medium of both types should be
reacped. There are tlmes when the drive might nesd to be
precoued ten years by the conbinuous programs. To gquobe
Alexander directly on two phases of rublic-school relations,
one discevers that he has the following point of view:

The most potentially dangerous person for sny school

gystem iz the sble citizen who Imegines, guesses or

fears what is going on ir it, but does not know. Citi-

zens well informed on state and national educsational

lgsues are sure to view their local community!s edueca-

tional problems in a broasder and more helpful way.®

Schellhasmmer and H@rvey,lo in discusszing the needs of in-
terpretation of reports, state thsat for years the school has
known of and used the wmedium of the newspapeX to acquaint the
outvside community with its sctlivities; yet this use of the
press has been more or less limited to the club, soeclal, and
other minor school asectivities. The many more brportant sctivi-
tles conecerning the curriculum, school organizstion, snd the like,

were rarely referred to in outeide publications. In order

8carter Alexander, "The Continuous School Bublicity
Program," Scheol and Soclety, ¥XT (January 3, 1925), 523.

Y1pid.

107, 4. Schellhammer end L. Hervey, "School Publieity,"
Schiool snd Soclety, XIV {(Mareh 13, 1937), 379-380.
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to develop an organized campaign of news, a publicity com-
mittee should be formed. The committee mey consist of g
group of students Iinterested in journalism, directed by mem-
bers of the fasulty. Schools are public crranisatians. The
schools must show the publie that they are satiafying the
needs of the students and the needs of the community. They
must lead the publie to an awareness of the functions end
work of the school. When the school is engasging in worth-
while activities, it should inform the public of them, but
all publieity should be falr, eorrect, and non-partisan.

Henryll approaches the subject from the engle that, if
essential publie support and good will sre to be recreated,
our ¢ltizenry must be made to realize that there sre im-
portant values of eduecation that are not measured entirely
in terms of dollarséand-centa returns to the individusl.

The Responsibility of the Board of Education,
the Administration, Teaechers, and
Other Personnel

Too much emphasis cammot be brought to bear as to where
the responsibility for s constructive interpretstions program
should te placed. ‘

To express the sentiment conveyed in an issue of the

Maryland School Bulletin,le the responsibility is definitely

1lpavia o, Henry, "Approaching the Public «- Esw Style,"
Hation's Sehools, XVI (December, 1935), 24,

12vg3chool Publieity -- A Professional Opportunity end
Obligation,” Haryland School Bulletin, V, 3,
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placed. Tt is a professional obligation on the part of
| superintendents, supervisors, principsals, and teachers to
let the public know why old methods of tesching have given
way to newer methods; why certain subjects have been added

to the curriculum thst formerly were not taughts what the
schools are doing to promote the health and physicsl welfare
of boys and girls; what supervision is accomplishing in the
matter of improving clazssroom teachingy fo what extent sechool
legislation 1= meebing the educetlionel needs of the state:
end what the big netional educstional movements are. The
Board of Education of Detroitld organized a Division of In-
formationasl Service for the purpose of furnishing information,
both to the school personnel and the general public, concernw-
Ing the ectivities, services, and facilitles of the public
schools. The gchief aim was to make the publiec schools more
publile,

The extent of the misconeeption due to lack of an in-
terpretations program is vividly explained in s committee
summary for the National Fducation Associstion.i? The re-
port brings out the fact that there are literally millions
of people in America today who do not understand why their
children in the first grade are not taught the A. B. C.'s,

13v9me Detrolt Plan of Disseminating Information Concern-
ing the Work of Public Sghools,” Elementary School Journal,
XXXVIIT (July, 1938), 728-729,

14tmme problem,” Journal of the National Education As-
gsoclation, March, 1930, p. 7i.
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Just as they were beught thems who think that misle, art,
voeational training, and the other new festures of the en-
riched currleunlum are fads and fanciesz; who firmly believe
that one reader a year is enough for any child in the rrimary
gracdes and that the additlion of other books is the result of
go0d salesmanshilp on the part of book-company representativesy
whe are positive that the vast lmerease in expendlitures for
public schools is the result of ineffieient management on
the part of sehool officials aend teachers: who still believe
that the "Blue-Back" speller 1s the best textbook ever pube
iished; who have no coneception of the sdditional duties and
respongibilitles which society hes loaded on the schools;
and who are not yet comvinged that the youth who went to the
little red schoolhouse was not tetter prepared for 1ife and
hed more useful information than does the modern youth who
gradustes from one of the institutional high schools. Such
people think an aetivity progrsm is play. fThey und@rstand’
nothing of the spirit of freedom in the schools today. They
are positive that the child in the modern school gets a smat-
tering of meny things but learns nothing thoroughly.
Grinnell fears for the worst, if the publiec is not
adequately irformed. He snys:
Cut of the recent troubled years of tax reduction

and budget slashing has come o new consciousness of

this principle; if our communities are to support a

forward-looking program of free public edueation, they

mist be told, not onee a year in s formal report, but

day after day, week after week, from September to June,

and in vacation time. They must be told through every
volece the school can command. They must see gs well as



15

hear. They must feel pride in the achievements of

the sehools. They must hold their schools rnot as less
than thelr prisons and fire departments and sewage-
disposal plants, but as the very life of the community
end its only reel chance for future prosperity and
distinetion.

The derecliction of educational leadership in this
all important duty of keeplng the publie informed has
been frequently roted. It 1s plemsant, therefore, to
remark the vigor with which leaders are now throwing
themselves into the full and fascinating discharge of
that duty. Experiment in interpretation follows ex-
perlment. Newspapers, magazlines, bulletins, exhibits,
demonstrations -- scores of ways hove been found to
carry the story of the schools to the homes. Progres-
slve school officers are convinced that the community
hereafter must be taken along with the sehools. 15

To eonelude the discussion on the importanee of sechool
administrators in recognizing & public-relations program,
the following is presented:

The administrative head of the school should share
with the controlling board responsibility for esteblish-
ing and meintaining desirable relstions with the school's
public. Commnities too little appreciate that the
sehool 1s their greatest cooperative enterprise and that
1t permanently affects the welfare of their children.
This requires that the supporting public be informed
regarding the policlies, program, obJectives, activities,
and plans for the future of the school and that the sup~
pert of the publle be secured of the schoolt's undertak-
ings. There should always be a sympathetic and under-~
standing relationship between the school and its admine
istration on the one hand and its public on the other --
whether this public be closely concentrated as is usually
the case with public schrools or more Widelg distyibuted
a8 1s often the case with private sehools.i6

1575, mrile Grinnell, Interpreting the Public Schoels,
Preface, p. v. "

16000perative Study of Secondary School Standards,
How to Evaluate & 3econdary School, p, 16.
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Specific Evelustive Criteria
The Cooperative Study of Secondsry School Standards in

the publications, Evaluative Criterial’ and How to Evaluate

a Secondary School,1® devotes seversl pages to "School snd

Community Relations.” These data sre set forth below, along
with the symbols for scoring the checklists asnd the evalua-
tions. 1In brief, the sywbols for scoring the checklists are
as follows:

(£) condition 1s present to & very satisfactory degree.
{~) condition is present only %o a falr degree.

(0) econdition is present but not satisfactogy.

(W) condition or provision does not apply.+

For the evaluations, the five-point rating scale 1s used:

very superior,
superior.
average.
inferior.-

very inferior.
does not apply.=20

S S g, o g g,
HEen0Wd
Crengr? e N Wt s i

For illustratlive purposes, the checklist on school
publications 1s reproduced here:

( )} 1. A1l work incident to the publication activities
of the pupils -~ collection of materizls or
news, organizetion, writing, publishing, and
circulation -~ 1s properly supervised,

{( } 2. Particular attention is given to developing a
sense of responsibility on the part of puplls
for what they say in their publications and
the way they say 1it.

17pp. 43, 145-146. 18p, 18,
195yaluative Criteria, p. 38,

201bid.
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( ) 3. Untruth and offensivensss sre avoided in sll
publications. -

() 4. Prublications foster self-expression and ereative
work on the part of pupils; thls ineludes news
writing, editorials, short stories, feature
stories, poetry, cartoons, illustrations,

v jokes, layouts, hesdlines.

() 5. Publications foster cordial relations with other
schools by reporting outstanding achievements,
practieing end promoting good sportsmanship in
2ll contests, exchange of publiestions, and
otherwise.

( ) 6. 8taffs sre efflelently organized and responsi-
bllity 1s fixed; staff members are selected
on the basiszs of fitness.

( ) 7. Publication sectivities are suffieiently diversi-
Tied to enlist the interest and participation
of a large number of pupils.

( )} 8. Publications promote better school and comemnlty
relations, chiefly through interpretation of
the sehool and its actlvities to the publie.

( ) 9. 8chool publications have a wide circulation and
are extensively read in school and cormmunity.

() 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publications is
svelded,

Evalustions

() a. THow adequate are the mumber and frequency of school
publications?

( ) b. How valuable educationally 1s the experience of
pupils in preparing and issuing school publica-
tiona?

() e. Evaluste Ehree successlve issues of all publica-
tions. 2

For furtrer illustration, the checklilst for school and
cocmmunity relations is inserted here:

The school furnishes the parents and coppunity

with information sbout the following:

{ ) 1. The purposes and objectives of the secheol.

( } 2. The eurricular offerings and their aims.

( ) 3. The pupil setivity program and its objectives.

{ ) 4. The library service and its ob jestives.

{( ) B. The school staff -- its personnel and organigzation.
{ ) 6. The sehool plant and its equipment.

2lrpid., p. 43.
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7. Financiel needs.

8, DBusiness menagement.

¢. The scheol guldsnece program.

10. Community relations organizsations.

11. Rules and regulstions regarding school atbtend-
anee, home study, reports, ete.

F i o W W A
e s B Ny e M

Eyaluation

{ } a. How well is informtion shout tge achool provided
to the parents and commnity?£2

The cheeckllist on communlty services is signifiecant to
present investigation:

{( } 1. The community frequently calls upon the schocl

for asaistanee in activities whieh contribute
_ to community lmprovement,

() 2. Members of the school steff are sctive in com-
munity organizations such as churches, service
clubs, and other agencies, but not to such an
extent as to interfere with school efficliency.

( )} 3. The sehool play areas end gymasium are available
at scheduled hours for commnity health educa-
tion and reereation.

( ) 4. The school library and its services are made
avallable to the public at sueh times snd under
such conditions as will not interfere with the
school program.

{ ) 5. The school enecourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of eduecational, soclal, eco-
normie, or other problems that may promote com-
munlty welfare.

() 6, The school encourages the organigetion of eclasses
for the education of adults and permits the use

- of school facilities by such classes,

{ ) 7. The auditorium iz made available for community
progranms,

( ) 8. Clubrooms and frollities sre mede available for
soclal activity of the commnity.

( ) 9. TWhenever school facilitles are made available
to the publie, school officials assume responsi-
blllity for their proper use.

Evalustions

{ ) 2. How extensive is the particlpation of staff mem-~
bers in community life and activities?

221pid., p. 145,



{ ) b.
() c.

1

0

How well does the school provide for the educa-
tional needs of its publie?

How well does the school provide for the recrea-

tional needs of its public?23

Vitel procedures in connection with sehool and commnity

relations and services are implied in the Tollowing check-

list:

()
)

o

)
»

e

e
[
n

The principal estsblishes and maintains cordial
reilntions with local editors and reporters.

Stafll members and pupils are alert to school se-
tivities that have news value and report them
rromptly to the person in chaerge of publieity.

The school cooperates with other socisl and edu-
catlonal agencies of the commnity and helps
to coordinate all efforts to promote the wele
fare of the ecommunity and its youtbh.

Patrons and pupils sre brought to realize that
society and 1ts ways arve constantly changing
and thalt, therefore, the school snd its Pro-
gram must also changs.

Repregentative citizens of the cormpunity serve
on committees for developing better school snd
coppunity relations.

The sehool has developed an organization of patrons
end teachers az an Important means of securing
vetter cooperation between school and commnity.

Home rooms, clubs, assembly programs, school pub-
lications, and sehool gemes and entertainments
promete better understanding between sehool
and comrmnity.

The school has such special cceaslons as educo-
tion week, book week, and father-son banquet
for interpreting the school to the public,

The zcnool has one or more speelal vislting deys
night sessions to which 1t invites all parents
puplls to observe the regular class work and

pupll sctivities.

The school uses various types of exhibits and
denonstrations to interpret its work to the
publie.

School entertainments of various kinds srs given
and are open to the publies; these entertainments
are largely planned and given by ruplils =and many
pupils participate in them.

]

“31pia.
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( ) 12. Programs and exercises connectes with commence-
ment are used as a mweans of interpreting the
sehool, 1tas program, and its needs to the
commnity.

Evaluastions

{ ) a. How well does the school use the public and
sehool press to prowote better sehool and come

 munity reletions?

{ } b. How effectively does the school nrovide special
exhlibits, entertainments or similar special oc-
caglons to promote such reletions?

{ ) c. How well does the commnitby cooperateewith the
school snd support school projects®é

The Groups tc Be Reanched

Figure 1 1llustrates 1n » very simple way the various
groups to be contacted by 2 public-relations program. The
center or core of the responsibility is in the executive or
administrative offices. Thence, the informetion is disseml-
nated to the groups In order of numerical slge; that is, to
the school boerd, the tcachers, the parents, the children,
and the general public.

Figure 2 presentsz the plan for the formmlation and dis-
semination of publieity in a2 large school systen, The sig-
nificanee of this plan is erphasized by virtue of the fzot
that several of the outstanding authorities refer to it and
insert o facsimile in btheir publications.

The problem of public-schiool relstions 1s to keep the

public fully informed as to the organization, funections, and

necds of the most Important social actlvity eondueted by the

“41pid., pp. 145-146,
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Generasl Public

Children

Farents

Teachers

School Board

School Board
Teschers
Farents
Children

General Publie

Fig. 1. -- Differentisted sudience corfronting the
executlive In the development of = public-relations program.
(Taken from Moehlman, Public School Relations, p. 25.)
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cormunity for the child in the Interest of society. The
statement of problems should be true, brief, frequently pre-
sented, understandable to 2ll, end aeccessible to everyone in

the ccmmanity.zs

Agents for Disseminating Information
The types of information to be disseminsted ghould be
presented by the superintendent to the following:
| 1. The school board of educetion.
2. The prineipals and supervisors.,
5. The teachers.
4. The parentis.
5. The c¢hildren,
6. The general publie.
The avallable distributing agents or agencies are:
1. PFrofessional group (responsible for organigation,
direction, and execution of work) ineludes:
a, Superintendent and principals.
b. School board members.
¢c. Teachers,
d. Janitors and bus drivers.
e. County supervisors end supervigors.
f. Depubty state superintendents and others.
2. Organized groups (more or less pessive to be motivated

by the professional groups) are:

25prthur B. Moehlman, Public School Relations, p. 13.
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Cluba,
Class organizations.

Parent-Teacher Asscecistions.

Unorganized groups (more or leas passive to be moti-

vated by professional groups) are:

a.
bﬁ
c.

d.

Editors and reporters.

Frominent eitizens snd business men.
Clergy.

Public office holders.

Social, civie, and commercial clubs.

Fraternal organizations.

Hotivation snd Hedia

The public-relations policy may be propegated through:

1.
2.
S

Periodile publicity.

Contimious publicity.

Items to be publiegized.

The organization should include:

1.
2.
3.

The superintendent and principsals.

The teaschers and teacher-organigations.

The types of information to be disseminated such as:

a.

Detailed service reports on instruction,
child acecounting, housing, finence, etc.,
as to the administration snd the sehool,

Detriled data to all employees.

General information to parents and the gen-

sral publiec.
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newspaper may be used in the public-relations pro-

Securilng publicity.
Making favorable contacts with the editops and re-
porters (after all, they are humsan },

8chool paper may be used in the public-relations LYo~

Conveying school news.

Creating good wili,

4 wide school snd general clreulation.

use of home contacts may be realized by

Orel and written reports (cards and letters).

Home visitation (especially by the teachers).
Parent-Teacher Assoelation may be utilized to convey
What parents should know about the sehool.

The parents' part in the program,

The needs of the sehool and of the community.

organizations and gctivities needed within the

school apve:s

1.

Student councils,

Class organizstions and clubs,

Assembly programs, for
8., Widening and deepening of intevests,
b. Cbservance and celebration of special days.
€. Invitation of outside talent,

Handbook of data for students,
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5. Exhibilts at school and downtown.
6. ©Special visltatlon days or weeks for parents.
7. Athletic contests,
8. Dramatics, musieals, ete.
9. Commencement sxercises (new type).
10. The school ass a commnity center:

., Vacllities offered to the publiec for all
legitimate chureh, commercisl, lodge,
and other gctlvities.

b. As meny free programs as possible in school
bullding, such asz church plays, agricul-
tural meetings, night classes, publie
forums, pclitieal rallies, ete.

11. Alwenl organigations.

Agents, Agencles, and Audiences

In the formlation of @ public-school reletions program,
the agents, sgencles, and andiences that should be reasched
are vital factors. TFilgure 3 very vividly sets forth these
agents, agencies, and audiences. +he superintendent and
other members of the administrative staff contact the school
board through the annusl report, periodic reports and bullee
tins, personal interviews, the regular and cslled school-
beard mectings, and the press.

The principels snd temechers in the schools asrse informed

through hsndbooks, special reports and bulletins, faculty
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AGENTS AGERCIES AUDIENCES
Anmual Report
Superin- Feriodie Reports on Conditions
tendent v
siﬁ%f Science Pulletins
Visual Programs
Speeches -
School — '
Board Soeial Contacts Pazzgts
, General
Press — Fublie
riggépalﬁ Behool Programs
Teachers '
Parent-Teacher Associstion
Sehool Papers
Children
7?22;?53;1 Social Contacts
Employees ‘
Sehool PBuildings
l’/f‘} '\\

/ Pig. 3. -- Agents and agencies in a complete public- .
¢ relations program. (From Moehlman, Public School Relationa, \
' pa 2220 ) N
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meetings, school progrsms, Parent-Tescher Assoclation, school
paper, the public press, and other media.

The importance of the role of the prineipals and teschers
in & furctionsl interpretation program cannot be over-eme—
phasized., Allen says:

It is coming to be recognized tlist teachers should
spend more time in studying their puplls even at the
expense of less time in teaching them. The teacher
should know easch child ss an individual; she should
know so {ar as possible, his purposes, needs, and inter-
ests. To understand a child as a rerson, & teacher
mist know, in a geneoral way at least, something of his
total environment. Tt is important that the teacher
understand the social pettern of the compunity in which
the ¢hild lives: it 1is lmperative that she have some
insight Into the conditions of his home 1life,

Home visitation, therefore, should be an important
part of the teacher's work.26

Gruhn, in summerizing s diseussion, suggests that the
entire teaching staff share the responsibllities of publie
relations through participation in community affeirs. He
states:

It 1s true that the superintendent and his prine
eipsals should assume considersbls regponsidbility in in-
terpreting sechool policies to the commmity., Bat it is not
advisable for the entire teaching staff to rely upon
a few administrators to keep them im the good graces of
Mr. John Citizen. Would net the combined personslities
of the teaching staff, if projected into the eommmunity,
materially increase the effectiveness of these efforts
to ilmprove the public relstions?

If every staff member of a school system could be
made conscious of her respanaibilitg in publie relations,
the results would be immessurable.?

26%. P. Allen, "Program of Teacher Home Vieitation, Gar-
field Helghts Elementary School, Clevelsnd,” Elementary
School Journal, XXXVIII (December, 1987), 2477247,

274, T. Gruhn and Cherles J. Dalthorp, "Teachers Should
Meet Johm Citizen," Journal of Education, CXXII (February,
1939), 54-55. s
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Every department in the school should and could promote
reguler publicity as suggested in the following excerpt:

As a novice in publieity I have been elated at the
many rewarding results of a pudblieity program for a high
school home eccnomics program, The idea that it is a
teacher!'s responsibllity to interpret her work to an in-
creasingly large group has been growing in our school
and commnity. . . . ¥Wo two years will furnish identical
iltems for publicity, but the Program hes proved its
worth by the inereasing understanding, ., , . 28

The prineipals and teachers should Gisseminate informa-
tion to the shildren through all the above-nemed media plus
the home-room, the classroom, personal contaet, yearbooks,
band concerts, dramatlics, snd other entertainment festuresg:
parades, exhibits, field days, athletic events, coumencement
exercises, and slumni organizetions.

The parents are contacted through the Parent-Teachep
Assoclation, room mothers, dads! clubs, special programs and
assemblies, ete., visitation days or visitation week, and
publications, including the prass, school paper, handbooks,
yearbooks, magazines, and miscellaneous bulletins,

In a chapter devoted to public-school relations, Cox
and Langfitt®Y samit that the merican public hes a sincere
faith in the beneficial efforts of its schiools, Sueh high
regard, however, hss been accorded it only after a century
of struggle. Public support bssed on blind falth in educa-

tion hampers progresas. Changes in school rrocedure are

£8p, Mebougell, "High School Publleity Program," Journal
of Home Economics, XXVIII (Hovember, 1936), 606-608.

2%p, L. W. Cox and R. E. Lengfitt, High School Adminis-
tration and Supervision, p. 632.
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inevitable; the general public must be kept informed of the
educational program. Teschers and parents and all others
connected with the school are engaged in s eomnon undertakings
their assoclation is potentially valuable. The school
should be the commmunity center for verious types of athletics,
clubs, entertaimnments, lectures, social funetions, civie
meetings, night schiools, and library facilitiles.

The general public may be reached through most of the
nedla listed for the parents plus forums, adult-education
classes, the serviee clubs of the commnity, downtown bul-
letin boards, intra-school and inter-sehool relations, the
radio, and more emphasis placed in the importance of the
press. Grocock,gg in discussing effective newspaper pub~
licity for high schools, mainteins that the high schools of
Americavare not obtaining the best in newspaper publicity.
Kajor athletic events and outstanding functions such as school
plays and graduations, which have news value because of their
great Ilnterest to large sections of the general public, are
usually well covered, but occcurrences of lesser significunce
are often not reported at all. Frequently, also, coverage
is complete as far as 1t goes, but it does not bring out the
underlying educational purposes and teciniques, These fail-
ures are, in a lsrge messure, responsible for many a com-

minity 's lukewarm apprecistion of its schools.

0g, B. Grocock, "Effective Newspaper Publicity for the
High School," School Review, XLVII (March, 193%), 205~209.




31

Grocock further recommends the appointment of s faculty
director for all publicity or news and suggests that such
items as oclub news, assemblies, class notes, storles of the
success or achlevements of recent graduates, class projeets,
fleld trips, esnd official notices should be reported. A
further recormendation is to have a staff of student assistants
as editors and typists, and to secure the cooperation of all
members of the faeulty, sponsors, snd school persomnsl. The
results will be an informed publie, an appreclstive publie,
& more active student body, a better-trained student body,
and & new urge among students and perents for a better sdu-
cational sysben.

In considering press relstions, StewartSt lists nine
general principles for the school a&ﬁinisﬁrator to consider
in hils relations with the press. These sre in essentce:

1. Play fair with newspapers, if you expect them to
play fair with you.

2. Editors welcome news, but they dislike thinly dis-
guised propéganda.

3. Publish both the favorablc and the unfavorable news.

4. Don't ezpect too much space; it 1is valuable,

5. Examine school news copy closely, and from the
editor's point of view: timely, significant, accurate,

newsworthy.

Slyarral Stewart, "The Technique of Press Relations,”
Netlon's Schools, XXIV (August, 1939), 18.
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6. Editors are interested in knowing the signifieance
of educationsl news.

7. Go out of your way to give the press speclal fea-
‘ture stories.

8. Do not keep continually demanding more =znd more
space even 1f the editor is generous.

9. The editor is civiec minded; he i1s proud of the schools
of hls city. He gives to the school more free space than to

any other comminity activity.

The Information to Be Disseminated

According to Engﬁlhardt,52 publicity is a product of
democracy, and 1ts purpose is enlightenment. Publicity in
the management of a public-school system 1s & means to an
end, the end a worthy and desirgble one. He recommends that
school-board mectings be open to the press, that printed re-
ports be svailatle for the publie, that survey reports be
published; and that publicity be contiruous on all pertinent
subjects.

Interests in the toples of school news, according to
Farl&y's35 investigation, are here listed ir thsir order of
importances

1. Pupil Progress and Achievement

2. HMethods of Instruction
3. Heslth of Puplls

52N, L. Engelhardt, Public School Pusiness Administration,
p. 864.

3%Belmont Farley, What to Tell the People about the
Public Schools, p. 16.




4. Courses of Study

5. Vslue of Education

6. Discipline and Behavior of Pupils

7. Teachers and School Officers

8. Attendance

9. School Bulldings and Program v

10. Pusiness Mansgement and Finance s
11. Board of Educetion and Administretion
12. Parent-Teachers Assoclation
13. Extra-Curricular fctivities

Certainly, it 1s possible to classify meny school items
under more then one heading of the sbove-listed topica. Vhat
the people want to know and what the people are being told
about the public schools are not very closely cerrelated, as
was dlsclosed in the investigation by Farley.sé He found
that extra-curricular asctivities were given more newspap exr
space than any other topic studled, = total of 47.1 per cent
of all the space.

Paul Hedlund®® repeated the study five years lster and
found that what he termed school publicity had nearly doubled,
and that athleties still had the llon's share of asttention
and that on the basis of total space, muech emphasls was given
to conventlons, institutes, and activities of the Parent-
Teachers Assoclations,

In 4 Study of Educational Publicity in Texas Newspapers,

Garlin®® found that athletics, which 1s only one phase of

S541pid.
3%paul A. Hedlund, "School Publicity in the Press," Fle-
mentary School Journal, April, 1931, pp. 585-5¢1.

S6R. E. Garlin, A Study of Educational publicity in
Texas Newspapers, p. 24.
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extra-curricular activities, ordinarily comes in for the
lion's share of publiclty. Flgure 4 is evidence to sub-

stantiste this statement.

Ttem
Athletics.. . ..o [N X XL XX XXX TN XX EKXLL
Courses......... [XXXXXAXXLXLXIXKX/

Student azctivi-
15 Y- TP ) & ¢ 0 0.6.9.9.0 9.9 4

Flnenee......... [XXXXAXX/
Salarles........ [XXXEXX
legisletion..... [XXXX
HOnors...oeeevae

XX
Attendance...... X/
_Enrollment...... [X/

X

Equipment.......

t ¥ L f ki

1000 2000
Amount of spsece in inehes

.
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Plg. 4. -~ Comparison of the amount of space in inches
given by news columns to athleties with the amocunt of space
glven to each of ten other items of publieity. (Prom Garlin,
A Study of Educational Publieity In Texas Newspspers, p. 24.3

The informaetion to be interpreted will very greatly in
different communities, But regsrdless of the loestion snd
the slze of the community, the truc pieture shovld be pre-

sented. Weyersv contends that the public should be informed

7y, E. Weyer, "School in Community Leadership snd Im-
provement ," School end Soclety, XLIX (June, 1939), 776-777.
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that a small school is not a smell edition of a large system.
The small school can be an exceellent sehool if only lay and
professional lecdership willl messure up to the ehallenge and

the opportunity.

~

‘ﬁs described by Proffittgﬁg & school is o soelal insti-
tution organlized for and serving the community in which it
is loeated. It is evident thaet the sechool's proper function=-
Ing can take placc only where there 1s sn Inte lligent inter-

est on the part of the school in the community and of the come

munity in the school., The importance of this reciproecal in-

terest has become & recognized principle in educstion.
Recderc? ¢ suggests a phllosorhy o public-school relstions
that will Include the newspaper, student publications,
school reports, beschers'! handbeooks, Parent-Tescher Associo-
tion contects with tkp vome through the pupils, the influ-
enice of the janiter, the school plent, sprecial events, snd
carpaligns. He slso suggests the uae of publications for the
annual report in addltion to all the other dets llsted by
other suthors,*0
Scates, school statistician of Clneinnatl, in discussing

tire use of statlistlies in rubliecity, declares:

SBy. M. Proffitt, "Puilding School- Cmmﬁunity Interests
Sehool Life, XXV {(April, 1940), 205-208

Relations, p. 13.

P

SSward G. Reeder, An Introduction to Public Sehool

4Oyard G. Reeder, The Fundamentels of Public School
Administration, p. Q&G.
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During the past few years, when educators have found
it appropriate to give a new degree of attention to '
what the public thinks about publie education, new con-
clusions have been reached sbout the relative importance
of various aspeets of edministration. Tor one thing,
it appears that educstors have devoted too large a pro-
portion of their time to what they are doing and too
little time reporting what they are doing. The publie,
like any other employer, wants to know whet is being
done by those who arec serving 1t; 1f it lscks a vital
stimlating contaet . . , it will lose Interest and
will fail to continue enthusisstic support.

Relating to this same topie, Alexander says:

The chief weapon for leading the people of a com-
minity in educational activlty is publicity. And this
may be obtained in three ways. One method is to de-
velop excellent schools and let the work speak for 1t-
self through satisfied perents, loyasl teachers, and
efficient children.

A second method is personal explanation of what
the school is doing and attempting, carried on by cone-
ferences with the school board, by publie meetings,
ard by private conversation. But s third method to be
added to these is the superintendent's annual report
and printed commnieations, in which a wider sudience
1s reached. All three of these methods are used by
those superinterdents who have becn sugecessful in
molding public opinion.4

Alexandsr®® algo discusses and 1llustrstes the uses of
scales, tables, graphs, and charte, in getting over to the
public the desired data from the superintendent's report and
other sources.

Floyd urged that schools must hold themselves responsl-
ble for the development of new goals of cooperation, scien-

tific thinking, and considerate group action. UHe says in part:

4lp, E. Seates, "School Statistleian 4in Publicity wWork,"
Elementary School Journal, XXXVII (October, 1936), 97-1086.

“Eoarter Alexander, Schocl Statistics and Publieity,
Preface, p. vii.

431pid,
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Hany ways of enlightening the public have placed
new and added responsibilities on the educabional sys-
tem and on the people engaged in education. "Edueation
for a Changlng Socliety” has been the tople for dis-
cusalon for many years,

Schools rmst hold themselves responsible for the
development of new goals, of cooperative, scientific
thinking, and considerate group action. If our demo-
cratlc government is to endure, the will of the people
mist be intelligent.44

Strayerf® recommends a comparative study with other
schools of similar size and conditions to see what they are
doing in the field of publie relations. He suggests the fol-
lowing procedures and criteris:

l. Hske a survey of the essential feects thet need to
be presented or that have been presented over a pericd of
years.

€. Hake concise statements of what is being done in
other logalities,

3. Heke some speclfic recommendetions for work to be
done in the local eommunity.

4. Do not let building~-program necds be the only iltem-

for publicity.

PR

By way of & brief summary as to agents and agencies for

the dissemination of public-school informetion, it may be

seen that the teaching profession has a definite responsibility

for the improvement of public education as well as for the

4Eqwin B. Floyd, "Enlightening Publie Cpinion," Na-

tion's Schools, XXIV (Cctober, 1939}, 57.

tration, pp. 256-284.

4Bgeorge D. Strayer, Froblems in Educstional Adminis-
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protection and improvement of its individual members. It is
only to the extent that the teaching profession is willing
to accept and carry out this responsibility thet the educa-
tlonal function may be progressively improved and adjusted to
soclal ends. As an Independent professional group, the
teachers are definitely entrusted with keeping the pecple
informed of the value, conditions, failures, and needs of
their educational Institutions,

As agents of the state, the teachers ars confined in
thelr interpretative sctivities to keeping the peocple in-
'formed ol the value and needs of public education through
normal and sccepted means of communication. They are defi-
nitely constrained, however, to working within the confines
of the existing pattern and are professionally enjolined from
using the schools as a means of advancing their own inter-
ests, even when these interests may be in hermony with the
increase of efflcieney within the school organizgation. Only
a8 teachers and administrators perform thelr official duties
In secord with the high tradition of disinterested service
already established, can they retain the full confidence of

the public, 46

®CHoehiman, Soclal Interpretation, p. 98.




CHAFTER I1II

AN EVALUATION OF THE PUBLIC-RELATICKS PROGRAMS IN THE
ELEVER AFFILIATED FOUR-YEAR HIGH SCHOOQL SYSTEMS
IN McLENWNRAN COUNTY, TEXAS

Objectives and Sources of the Data

In consldering the sources of the data, to a degree
based on the criteria for evalustion, one should remember
that the educatlonal program is paralleled by the nature,
form, and practice of the school. The great need, then, is
for the school to remain flexible and dynamic. This condi-
tlon may be schieved through the development of understanding
and through the two-phase actlvity of interpretation and un-
derstanding of the cormmunity by the school and the under-
standing of the school by the commnity. Moehlmanl avers
that the basls of interpretation 1s naturally crystallized
expresalions of objectives,

It was with these objectives iIn mind thaet the dets on
the questiomnelres to the eleven supsrintendents snd to the
1,809 high schoel students were sought, Interesting and in-
formative interviews were accorded by the superintendent of

each school distrlcet visited. These eleven sehools, listed

1Moeh1man, Social Interpretation, p. 115.

o9
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in alphabetieal order, are Axtell, Bruceville-Eddy, Crawford,
la Vega, Lorena, Mari, McGregor, Moody, Rlesel, South Bosque,
and West.,
The data presented from newspapers were gleaned from

The Waco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, The Waco Record,

The Crawford Sun, The Mart Herald, The MeGregor Mirror, The

Woody Courier, Riesel Rustler, The West News, Temple Dally

Telegram, The Marlin Democrat, and The Waco Sunday Tribune-

Herald.

The materials presented later in this chapter in Fig. 10
represent a cross seetion for all the schools included in
this study. The series of youbth educational articles was
intended for a general program, including all the schools
in the county, as 18 explained in one of the Inserts in the
figure. To quote: "Thls educational endeavor 1s made pos-
8ible by the cooperation of the News-Tribune and Times-Herald
and the following publie spirited citizens who are always in
the fore in striving to make our commnity a better.place in
which to live." @Below the erticle appeared the list of names
of the individuals snd the firms coopersting in the enter-
prise. The serles of articles was published over a pericd of
several weeks and arounsed some very favorable reactions and
gerved zs significant Interpretstions medias for the sehools.

The data and Llgures presented from school publications

were secured from The La Vega Fress and the lorsna Leopsrd.

The data and mebterials presented from yearbooks were
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selected from El Agulla, published by the students of the
Bruceville-Eddy High School; las Memorias, published by the

Lorena High Schnpl; and The Trojan, published by the West
High S3chool.

The major portion of this chepter has to do with the
gnalysis and evaluation of the data availsble for zh@
schools included in this discussion. Each school evalugtion

is submitted as e complete unit. There is no significance

as to the order of arrangement.

West School Distriet

General data. -~ The dats obtained through the gquestion-

naires reveal that the West School Distriet is a consolida-
tion of several small schocl communities embracing an ares

of thirty-three square miles. In addition to this, several
ad jacent smell schools either tranafer or contract o West.
From an estimated total population of 5,500, the scholastic
census enumeration ls 600. Three hundred twenty-five stu-

dents and eleven teachers are in the elementary school; 275
students and twelve teachers are in the high school.

The administrative officials have a d&finité and func-
tional publie-relations program through the use of the local
newspaper, a student handbeook, and a yearbook to disseminatse
information pertaiﬁing te the school to the general public.
In addition to these, the school sponsors five well-organ-

ized snd well-supervised club activities in band, publiec
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speaking, homemeking, Future Psrmers of America, and Czech,
21l utilized in a public-relations progrem. The weekly as-
senbly programs and the new~-type commencement exercises also
convey to the perents and the commnity the outstending
phases and activities of the school.

Athletle events inelude football, basketball, softball,
tennlis, track and field events, and intersecholastic lesgue
activitles. The school snd community support all the athe-
letic sctivities very enthbuslastically.

Compmunity activities sponsored by the school include
a Parent-Teachers Associatlion, a band-perents organization,
the anmuel community fair and earnival, public band concerts,
and speclal exhihits.

School publications. -~ The West School sponsors the

editing of‘a weekly sectlon, "The Trojan Tribune," in ggg
West News, the publication of a student handbook, the publica-
tion of & yearbvook, and s speclal news sheet printed by a
duplicating machine. In sddition to the above, school-news
items are carried in the large dally and weekly newspapers of

¥aoo.,

An Iinsight is given in Table 1 as to the nusber and the

per cent of the homes represented In the high school that sub-

seribs to The Waco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, The

Waco Becord, and The West News. Table 1 slsoc shows the number

and per cent of the high sechool population who live in homes

where each newspaper 1s recelved, and the number snd per cent
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of parents and pupils who read the school news. One may ob-

serve that The Uest News has the largest cireulation and The

Waco News-~-Tribune ranks second. TFowever, the 171 students

recelving The West HNews represent only 70.9 per cent of the

student body; the 152 students receiving The Waco News-

Tribune represent only 60.2 per cent of the homes.-
An analysis of the school-news ltems appearing in The

West News under the sectlon hesding, "The Trojan Tribune,"

TABIE 1

THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE WEST
HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TO EACH NEWSPAPER, THE NUMBER
ARD PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POFULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE EACH NEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AFD
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCEOOL-NEWS ITEMS®

e A O P A e e it AN AP B ot B oo AT e i e

m——

Homes Pupils

Tumber | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent

Newspapers
The Waeo News-~-Tribune.... 136 80,2 152 83.1
The Weco Times-Heraid.... 66 29,2 74 30,7
The Waco Eecord.......... - 48 21,2 52 21.2
The West NewsS..oeeceoo .. 180 70.8 171 70.9
Z1T other newspepers.....| 100 42.2 103 42.3

NO NewspapersS....a.. rresee i8 7.9 i8 7.5

Regding of School-News Items

Students reading items... 186 B86.7 202 83.8
Students not reading..... 17 7.5 i9 7.9
FParents reading items.... 142 67.6 151 63.0
Parents not resding....... 68 30.1 72 29.8

*From the total high school enrollment of 275, only 241
pupils replied, representing 226 homes.
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reveals some well-edited work. However, according to Far-
ley's® evaluation of the various phases of school-news ltems,
some Improvements could be made in the section in whieh school
news ls presented. Figure 5 presents z eross section of the

school-news items that sppesred in various lssues of The West

News during the 1940-1941 school year. The distribution of
space 1s for a wide variety of topies such as pupil progress,
pupil achlevement, health, subjeet offerings, teachers,
achool officers, attendance, school bulldings, methods of in-
struction, business management, and finance.

The type of school-news articles appesring in the veri-
ous Waco papers is shown in Pig. 10, alcong with news items
from other schools.

The Trojan, the yearbook of the school activities, is

8 well-edited pletorial publicetion which presents the gen-
eral activities of the school. One of the most commendable
features of thils armual 1is that all students and teachers
in the elementary and high schools are given recognition,
A representative sampling of the general sctivities repre-
sented in this publication is shown in Fig. 6. Even though
mieh reduced in size, the figure shows evidence of thought
and planning on the part of the personnel editing the year-
book.

Copiles of the student handbdgkﬁaﬁﬁ the special school-

news bulletins were not avallable for this study.

©Belmont Farley, Whet to Tell the People about the
Publlic Schools, p. 16. ’




Flg. 5. == A Cross section of school-news items that
appeared in various issues of The West News at the opening

of the school term snd at various Intervals during the
school year, 1940-1941.
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Fig. 6. =~ A representative sempling of the general
lay-out of The Trojan, = 1940-1941 yearbook published by

the West School.
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The iltems in the following checklist, designed to messure
& school's media for disseminating school news, were marked
with the propei asymbols to indicate to what extent the cor-
ditions or provisions were being met by the West Sehool
District.

(#) 1. All work incident to the publication activities
of the pupils -~ collection of materials or
news, orgenigation, writing, publishing, and
cireculstion -- is properly supervised,

(#) 2. Perticular sttention 1is glven to developing a
sense of responsibility on the part of puplls .
for what they say in their publications and
the way they say it.

(£) 3. Untruth end offensivensss are avoided in all
publications,

(-) 4. ©Publications foster self-expression and creative
work on the part of rupils; this includes news
writing, editorials, short stories, festure
storles, poetry, cartoons, 11lustrations,
jokes, layouts, headlines.

(=) 5. Publications foster cordlal relations with other
schools by reporting outstanding achlevements,
practieing and promoting good sportemenship in
sll contests, exchange of publications, and
otherwise,

{(£) 6. 3staffs are efficlently orgenized and responsibili-
ty 1s fixed; staff members are selscted on the
basis of fitness.

(=) 7. Publication sctivities are suffieiently diversi-
fied to enlist the intsrest and participation
of = large nurber of purils,

(#) 8. Publications promote better school and community
relations, chiefly through interpretation of
the school and its activities to the public.

(£) 9. School publicetions have a wide circulation and
are extensively read in schocl and community.

(#) 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publications is
avoided.

The above checklist of ten items Ineludes seven that
were checked (£) and three that were checked (-). “hese
checks indicste a score sbove average for secondary schools

of thls size and type.
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The following evaluation questions were rated to deter-
mine how well the West Sehool District was furnishing wedis

for disseminating school news.

(3) a. How adeguate are the rumber and frequency of
school publicsations?
{(3) b, How waluable educationally 1s the experlence of

rupils in preparing and issulng school publica~
tions?

(3) e. Evaluate threec successive issues of all publica-

tions.

Each of the three eveluation questions was given the
score of (3); this signifies that this séhvcl is sbout aver-
gge in furnishing medla for disseminating school news,

There iz some doubt as to the adequacy of the présent
publicaticns. There 1s also doubt that the pupils sre get-
ting full experience and training in the preparation of the
school publicstionas.

School and community relations. -- The school and com-

munity relations program provides some information coneerning
the evaluated sechool for bvoth parents snd commmnity. Some
comnity services counstitute a means of interpretetion, and
varicus sctivities are used to promote better relations.

The items in the following checklist, designed to measure
school and community relations, were marked with the proper
symbols to Indigcate to what extent the conditions or pro-
visions were belng met by the West School District.

The school furnishes the parents and commnity with in-
formation about:
(=) 1. The purposes and objectives of the school.

~-) 2. The curricular cfferings and their aims.

3. The pupll activity program and its objectives.
4. The library service and its objectives.
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(=)} 5. The sehool staff -- its personnel and organigzation.
(«) 8. The sehool plant and its equipment.
(-} 7. Pinaneial needs.
(C) 8. Business managoment .
() 9. The sehool guldance progrem,
(=) 10. Commnity relstions organigations.
(#) 11. Rules and regulations regerding school attendance,
home study, reports, ste,
(£) 12. The comrmunity frequently calls upen the sehool
for assistance in sctivities which contribute
to community improvement.
(=) 13. Members of the school staff are asctive in com-

munlty organizations such as churehes, service
clubs, and other agencies, but not to such an
extent as to interfere with school efficlenecy.

(=) 14. The school play ereas and gymmasium ave avalla-
ble at scheduled hours for community health

: education and recrestion.

(-} 15. The school 1ibrary and 1ts services are made
avallable to the public st sueh times and under
sueh econditions as will not interfere with the
sehool program,

{(~) 16. The school encourages the holding of publie forums
for the discussion of educational, soeiasl, eco-
nomic, or other problems thst may promote com-
manity welfare,

(-) 17. The school encourages the organization of claasses
for the education of adults andg permits the use
of school facilities by sueh elasses,

(#) 18, The suditorium ls made aveilable for community
programs,

{-) 19. Clubrooms end facilities are made available for
soelal sctivities of the commmmnlty.

(£) 20. Whenever school facilities are made svailable to
the public, school offiecials asgume responsi.
billty for their proper use.,

() 21. The principal establishes and maintains cordisl
relations with loecal editors snd reporters.

(£) 22. Staff members snd pupils are elert to school sc-
tivitles thet have news value snd report them
to the person in charge of publicity,

(£} 23. The school cocperates with other socisl end edu-
catlonal agencies of the community end helps
to coordinate all efforts to promote the wel-~
fare of the community and its youth. -

(-) 24. Fatrons and pupils are brought to realize that
society and its ways are constantly changing
and that, therefore, the school and its pro-
grem muat also change,
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(-) 25. Representative citizens of the commmunity serve
on comuittees for developing better school
ard community relations.

(A) 26. The school has developed sn ocrganisation of pa-
trona and teachers as an important means of
securing better cooperation between school
and commnity.

(£) 27. Home rooms, clubs, essembly programs, school
publications, and school gemes and entertain-
ments promote better understanding betwesn
sehool and commanity.

(£) 2B. The school has such social occasions as education
wesk , book week, and Tather-son banguet for
interpreting the school to the publiec.

(0) 29. The school has one or more sreclal visliting days
or night sessions to whiech it invites all
parents or pupils to cbserve the regular class
work and pupil sctivities.

(=) 30. The school uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
publie. .

(£) 31. School entertainments of various kinds are given
end are open to the publie; these entertain-
ments are largely planned and given by pupills
and many puplils participate in them.

(£} 32. Programs and exercises connected with cormmenco-
ment are used as a mesns of Interpreting the
s¢hool, 1ts program, and its needs to the
commnnity,

In the above cheecklist of thirty-two ltems, the first
eleven relate to informetion for parents snd community, items
twelve through twenty refer to community services, and items
twenty-one through thirty-two have to do with procedures used
by the school., OF the total 1ltems, twelve were checked {£),
seventeen were checked (-), snd three were cheeked (0). These
checks would indicate thet the West School i1s not satisfac-
torily meeting the provisions or conditions charseteristic
of an adequate school and community relations program,

The following evaluatlion guestions were marked to show

how well the West School Diatrict is making provisions for
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a satisfactory school and community relations program.

(3) a. How well is informetion about the school pro-
vided to the parents and community?

(3) b. How extensive is the participstion of ztaff mem-
bers in commmnity 1ife and sctlvities?

(2) c¢. How well does the school provide for the educa-
tional needs of the public?

{(3) d. How well does the school nrovide for the recrea-
tionel needs of its public?

{3) e. How well does the school use the public and
school press to promote better school and com-
munity relations?

(3) f. How effectively does the school provide for
special exhibits, entertalnments or similsr
special cccesions to promote such relations?

(3) g. How well does the commnity cooperate with the
school and support school projects?

0f the above list of seven evaluation questions, six
were given the score of (3) and one wss given the score of
(). The scores, question by question, indieate thaet
(a) informetion sbout the school is provided to the parents
and the community; (b) staff wmembers are reasonably active
in ecommnity activitiesy (¢) the school is not fully provid-
ing for the educstional needs of the community: (d) average
provisions are made for recrestional needs; (e) the school
uses the public press to promote better school end communilty
relations; (f) speclal exh:ibits and entertainments sre used
for interprstation purposes; =ud (g) the community cooperates
with: and supports school projects.

Summgry of evaluations and recommendatlions for improve-

ment. -~ Some of the commendable features of the schoolls
public relations program are the school-news section in the
loeal newspaper, the yeasrbook, the atudent handbook, and the

mimeographed news bulletin. Other commendable features are
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a2 Parent-Teschers Association, a band-parent organization,
a staff that partlcipates in community setivities, specisal
provisions for exhibits and entertalrments, and a cooperative
community.

It is recommerded that the school supply more informa-
tion about the school staff, both the professional snd the
non-professional personnel, about the school guidenece pro-
gram, and sbout library serviee; and that it use less news-
peper space for student Irivolities such as the "Super Scoop,"
"Burps and Rebounds,ﬁ and similarly entitled columns.

As medla for increasing geod will snd for interpretation
purposes, it 1s further recommended that the school gontinue
to expand 1ts recreational progrem utilizing school facili-
ties. The organization of classes in adult edueastion gnd
public forums should be encouraged as sn interpretaticna

medium.

La Vega School District

General data. -- The data revealed through the question-

neire show that the La Vege School District is & consolida-
tlon of several small school commnities, The La Vega School
ls a suburban community, just ocutside the Waco city limits and
extending out to and including some farming territory. The
scholastic census enumeration is 917, from a totsl estimated
population of 4,000. There are 550 pupills enrolled in the

elementary school and 265 enrolled in the high sechooly the
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faeulty numbers seventeen in the elementary grades and four-
teen in the high school.

The administration makes a definite attempt toward g
funetional public-relations program through adequate publieity
and Information pertaining to the school. The school spone
sors well-organized and well-gupervised club activities in
band, public speaking, choral, press, hobbies, Future Home-
makers, and Boy Scouts. The assewbly programs and commence-
ment exercises convey to the perents and the community the
outstending pheses of the school activities.

Athletic events include football, bvasketball, volley-
ball, track and field, and other minor sports and inter-~
scholastic league sctivities. The school and ecommunity sup-
port the athletic teams very enthusiasticelly in all con-
tests,

Community activities sponsored by the aschool include g
splendid Parent-Teachers Association, meeting at nights so
the men can attend, and & band-motheps! club.,

School publiesations, -- The sehool sponsors only one

publication, The La Vega Press, a school newspaper. The edi-
iong are small three-column papers, designed for filing or
binding at the elose of the school term, and thus asnswer for
2 yearbook. In addition to the school publication, due to
the proximity of Waco, this sechool makes splendid use of the
lerger daily and weekly newspapers of Waco. The data in Ta-

ble 2 give an insight as to the possibllities for utilizing
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TABLE 2

THE WUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE LA VECGA
BIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TO EACH NEWSPAPER, THE NUMBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHCOL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMLES WHERE EACH NEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE KUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS ITeMs™

Homes Pupils

ITtems

Number | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent

Newspapers

The VWaco Hews-Tribune...... 161 78.5 1753 738
The Waco Times-Heraid...... 106 51.7 118 50.4
The Waco Record..iveervevaan 68 33.2 78 33.3
The Ta Vega PreESS....euese. 129 62.8 135 57.9
ETT StneY newspaperS....... 84 41.0 94 40,2
N0 NeWSDEDErS. cvecvonnacsrs 5 1.9 7 0.3
Reasding School«News Items

Students reading school-

NEWS 10emB. venvcuvosncann 182 88,7 205 87.6
Students not resding

school-news items. ... .. 13 5.5 18 7.6
Parents readlng school-

NEWS IUeMmB.v.esnveonncans 136 66.3 159 67.9
Parents not reading

8enool-news 1tema..cseees 15 T 20 8.5

#*From the total high school enrollment of 265, only 234
pupils replied, representing 205 homes.

The Waco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, The Waco Record,

and the Ls Vega Press. Table 2 also shows the number snd per

cent of the high school populstion who live in homes where
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each newspaper 1s received, snd the number and per cent of
parents snd puplls who read the schoolenews items. A sig-

nificant fact 1s thet The Weco News-Tribune 1s read by o

larger percentage of both parents end children than is The

e

La Vega Press. The percentage of students snd narents who

read school-news items 1s sabtisfactory when compared to the
schocl-news ltews read by the students and parents in other
schools ineludsd in this atudy.

An enalysis of the school-pews itema included in Eﬁg La

Vege Press presents » well-balanced presentation of various

gchool activities as discussed by Farley.g Fipure 7 1a =
cross sectlon of school-news 3tems that appesred in verious
iesues of the school publication during the year 1940-1941,
but festuring in the main the dedleation of & new building.
A second 1llustrstion of selected clippings, festuring in
the main the closing exercises, iz shown in Fig. 8. The
patchwork of items 1s not presented in any efiort to follow
loglecal sequence or to give recognition of departmental sig-
niflcance.

The distribution of space provides for various topics
such as pupil progress and achievement, health, subject of-
ferings, teachers and school officers, attendance, sechool
building and program, Parent-Teachers Assoclation, and extra-
curriculsy activities. Too little recognition is given to

metnods of instruction, courses of study, values of education,

3Farley, op. cit., p. 16,



56

Flg. 7. == A cross section of school-news items that
appeared in the various issues of The La Vega Press st
the opening of the school term and at various InTervals
during the school year, 1940-1941,




Fig. 8. -- 4 cross sectlon of school-news items that

sppeared in verious issues of The La Va%a Press during the
school year, 1940-1941, =nd featuring the closing exerclses

of the school and the senior acbivities.
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behavior of pupliis, and business menagement and finance.
The type of news articles apprearing in the various Waeo
newspapers is shown in Fig. 10. !
Below is a checklist for evainating school publicetions
with symbols Indicating how esch item wes checked concerning
the publications of the La Vega School.

(A} 1. 411 work ineldent to the publication activities
of the pupils -- collsction of meterials or
news, organization, writing, publishing, and
circulation -- isa properly supervised.

(#) 2. Particulsr attention is given to developing =z
Sense of responsibility on tre part of puplls
for what they say in their rublications snd the
way they say it.

(£) 3. Untruth and offensiveness are avoided in all pub-
lications, :

(£) 4. Publications foster self~cxpression and creative
work on the part of pupils; this inecludes news
writing, ecitorials, short stories, festure
stories, poetry, cartoons, illustrations,
Jjokes, layouts, beadlines.

(~} 5. Publications foster cordial relations with other
schools by reporting outstanding achievements,
practieing and promoting good sportsmanship in
all contests, exchange of publications, and
otherwlse,

(#) 6. Staffs are efficiently orgenized and responsibili-
ty is fixed; staff members are selected on the
besias of filtness.

(£) 7. Publication setivities are sufficlently diversi-
fied to enlist the intercst and participation
of a large number of pupils.

(£) &. Publications promote betienr schocl and community
relations, chiefly through through interpreta-
tion of the school and its activities to the
publiec.

9. School publications have g wide cireulation and
are extensively read in school and commnity.

16. Over-emphasis on expensive publications is
avolded.

-
H

P
e
L

The above checklist of ten items includes eight which

were checked (£) and two which were checked (=)« This 1s
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slightly ebove the average for secondary schools. Indica~
tions of some splendid work are manifested,

The following evaluation questions were rated to deter-
mine how well the Ia Vega School Distriet was furnishing media
for disseminating scrool news.

(3) a. How sdequate sve the number and frequency of
sehool publications?

(3) b. How valusable educationally is the experiences of
rupils In preparing end i1ssuing sehool publica-

tions?
(4) e. Evaluate three successive lssues of 5ll publica-
tions.

One of the items in the three evaluations vas rated (4}
snd two were rated (3), The evaluation placed upon the school
newspaper was superior. It is doubtful whether the one pub-
lication is adequate for a schiool the size of this one.

Sehool and cormunity relations., -- The 2chool and come

mnity relastions program provides some information concern-
ing the evaluated school for both parents and community.
Some commnity services constitute & mesns of interpretation,
and various activities are used to promote better relastions.
The items in the following checklist, designed to measure
school and cormmunity relations, were marked with the proper
symbols to indicate to what extent the conditions or pro-
visions were made by the ILa Vega Sehool District.

The school furnishes the parents and community with in-
formation about the following:

(£) 1. ‘The purposes and objectives of the school,

(£) 2. The currieulsr offerings and their aims.
(=) 3. The pupil ectivity program end its cbjectives.

(-) 4. The library service and its objectives,

(£) 5. The school staff . ils personnel and organization,
(£) 6. The sclrool plent and 1ts equipment,
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(#)

(£)

(=)

(=}

(#4)

(=)

(£)
(=)
(#£)

(£)
(#)

(£)

(£}

16.

7.

18.

19.
20.

60

Financial necds,
Business management.
The schoel guldance program.

. Hules and regulations regarding school attendance,

home study, reports, etec.

. The community frequently cslls upon the school for

agalstance in activitics whiclh contribute to
comrunity lwprovement.

Members of the achool staff are active in com-
minity orpanizations such as ehurches, servige
clubs, and other sgencies, but not to such an
extent as to interfere with school efficiency.

The school play sreas snd gymasium sre availlable
at scheduled hours for community health educa-
tion and recreation.

The school library snd its services are made
available to the publie at such times and under
such conditions as will not interfere with the
school program. ‘

The school encourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educational, social, ecc-
nomic, or other problems that mey promote com-
rnity welfare,

The school encoursges the orgenizgation of classes
for the educaition of adulis and permits the
use of school faeilitles for such classes.

The auditorium is mede avalleble for community
programns.

Clubrooms snd facilities are made avallable for
soclal activities of the community.

Whenever school facilitles are made available to
the publlie, school officlals assume responsi-
billty for their proper use.

The principal ecteblisres and maintains cordial
reletions with loeal editors and reporters.

Staff members and pupils are alert to school ac-
tilvitles that have news value and report them
promptly to the perscn in charge of publicity.

The school cooperates with other sceial znd edu-
cetlonal agencies of the community and helps
to coordinete all efforts to promote the wel-
fare of the communlity and its youth.

Petrons and pupils sre brought to realize thet
soclety and 1ts ways are constantly chenging
and that, therefore, the school and its pro-
gram must also change.

Representative citizens of the cowmmunity serve
on comuittees for developling better sehocl and
cormpunity relations.
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(£)

(#4)

(£)

(#)

(#£)

(£)

26,

27.

28.

29.
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The school has developed an organization of pa-
trons and teachers as en important means of
securing betlter cooperation between school and
compunity.

Home rooms, clubs, assembly programs, school pube
lications, snd school games and entertainments
promote better understending between school and
community.

The sechool has such speclal occasions as educs-
tion week, book week, and father-son banquet
for interpreting the school to the publie.

The school has one or more specisl visiting days
or night sesslons to whleh it invites all parents
or puplls to observe the regulsr class work
end pupil sectivities,

The school uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
publie.

School entertalnments of various kinds are given
and are open to the publicy these entertain-
ments ere largely plenned and given by pupils,
end many puplls participate in them.

Programg and exercises connected with ecommence-~
ment are used as a means of interpreting the
school, its program, and its needs to the com-
mnity

In the above checklist of thirty-two items, the first

eleven relste to informastion for parent and community, items

twelve through twenty conecern community services, and items

twenty-one through thirty-two relate to procedures. ITwenty-

two items were checked (£), nine items were checked (-), and

one item was checked (0). These ehecks indiecste that this

school ranks above the average 1n its community relstions

program.,

The following evalustion guestions were merked to show

how well the la Vega School DPistrict 1s making provisions for

a satisfactory school and community relations program.
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(3) a. How well is information sbout the school provided
for the parents snd community?

(3) b. THow extensive is the participation of staff mem-
bers in community life and activities?

(3) ¢. How well does the school provide for the educa-
tional needs of 1ts public?

(2) d. How well does the school provide for the recrea-
tional needs of its publie?

(4) e. How well does the school use the publiec and
sechool press to promote better school and com-
minity relations?

(4) £. How effectively does the school provide speecial
exhiblts, entertainments or similar special oo~
casions to promote such relstions?

(4) g. How well does the commnity cooperate with the
sciool and support school projects?

0f the sbove 1ist of seven evaluation questions, three
were rated (4), three were rated (3), and one was rated (2).
The average school rating is (3.3), whieh is above the gen-
eral average for schools,

summary of eveluations and recommendations for improve-

ment. -- Some of the commendable features of the public-rela-

tions program of the school evalusted ere a splendid school
newspaper with membership in the Texss High School Press Club,
a progressive Parent-Teachers Asscociamtion that has asctive men
members, a staff that participates in community activities,
gpecial provisions for exhibits and entertainments; and a
gooperative commnity.

The sclool does not supply asdequate information about
business management, the school staff, both professional and
non-professional, the schocl guidance program, library serv-
ice, and other items. As medie for iInterpretation and good
wili, the school play areas and feeilities should be made

avallasble for community use; the organization of classes in
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adult educstion end public forums should be encouraged; and
clubrooms and otrer facilities of the serool should be avall-
able for more soclal activities of the commnity. The elrcu-

lation of The Le Vega Press should be increased, so that it

would be in every home in the community, if at all possible.

¥art School Distriet

Yeneral data. -- A survey of the data secured through

the questionnaires reveals thst the Mart School District is
sltuated in an agricultural seetion with a rallroad division
polnt in the town. The ares of the district is fifty-nine
square miles; the scholastic census enumeration 1s 604 from
an estimeted population of 4,000. The enrollment in the ele~
mentary grades is 450 with fifteen teachers, and the enroll-
ment in the high schocl is 208 with eleven teachers.

The administration mekes no definite attempts toward a
functional public-relsztions program. Special Programs, come
mencement exercises, and the press are listed as the most
effective interpretation contaets. Organized elubs that are
sponsored by the scheool inelude Future Farmers of America,
homemaking, and Spahish, Weekly assemblies are utilized,
but the traditional type of commencement exercises lends very
little toward furthering a satisfactory public-relations pro-
gream,

Athletlic events are limited largely to two major aports,
football and besketball, Some interest is manifest in track
and fleld events. Football creates the most enthusissm in so

far as the community is concerned.
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No communlity sctivities are listed as being sponsored
by the school. The school has no FParent-Teachers Associstion.
The school facilities are not utilized in sny way a&s s com-
manity center. The administrative officer of the schocl ex-
plained that the commnity had adequate private, church, or
mniclpal facilitlies for the activities of the commnity.

school publications. -- The school does not sponsor any

publication as such, However, tie school contributes news
items to the three Waco newspspers and edits a speeisl school

section, "The Panther Screams,” in The Mart Herald. The data

presented in Table 3 reveal that the loecal newspaper is re-
celved in the homes of 135 puplls, representing 84.9 per cent
of the student body, end that B4.9 per cent of the students resd
the school-news ltems. This indicates a wholesome condition.
Other interesting detas are presented in the table relative to
the number of families that receive the followling newspapers:

The Wacc Hews~Tribune, The Waco Times~Herald, and The Vaco

Record. Table 3 also shows the number snd per cent of the
high school populastion who live in homes where each newspaper
is received, and the number and per cent of ﬁarents and pu~
plls who read the sehool-news items.

A cross sectlion of schoeol-news items as published in

various issues of The Mart Herald are presented in Fig, 9.

The items were selected at random from & rather limited number

of issues, and pertzin only to the school year 1940-1941.
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)

THE HUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE MART
HIGH SCHOOL TUAT SUBSCRIBE TO EACH NEWSPAPER, THE NUMBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WIERE EACH NEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS TTEMSH

Homes Pupils

Items
Nuriber | Per Cent | Fumber | Per Cent

Hewspapers
The Waco News~-Tribune...... 79 47.5 94 59,1
The W Waco Times=Herald. «v.. 61 41,3 a7 42.1
ThEe WACO HECOTW. vaeevesess 16 11.0C 18 11.3
The Hart Herald........... 117 80.3 1385 84.9
All other newspapers...... 66 44.8 75 47.1
NO NewapenerSe.veecnsannss S 2.1 4 2.5
Reading School-News Items

Students reading school-

news iLemsS..c.nesesncens 123 84.8 135 84,9
Students not reading

school-news ltems....... 13 8,9 18 11.3
Parents reading school-

NEWS 10EM8. . voeewocenons 101 89.6 113 71l.1
Parents not reading

school-news items....... 34 23.4 39 24.5

*Prom the total high school enrollment of 208, only 159
pupils replied, representing 145 homes,
The ltems are not arranged with any pasrticular intent of se-
quence or departmentalization. The news sections contained

no pictures or lllustrations of any kind., Hany of the news
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items listed by Farleyé are not presented in this peper.
Those ltems mentioned are virtually in the reverse order of
rank when compared to what Farley found the parents sre Inter-
ested in readlng. The elementary school is given practically
no recognition; health of puplls, teachers snd schocl officers,
attendance, business menagement, administration, financial
needs, and many other important items are given very little
space.

The items In the following checklist, designed to measure
a school's medla for disseminating school news, were marked
with the proper symbols to indicste to what extent the condi-
tlons or provisions are being met by the Mert School District.

(=) 1. All work incident to the publication sctivities
of the puplls -~ collestion of materisls or
news, organization, wrlting, publishing, and
circulation -- 1s properly supervised.

(-) 2. Particular attention is given to developing a
sense of responsibllity on the part of pupils
for whet they say in their publications and
the way they say 1it.

(#) 5. Untruth and offensiveness are avoided in all
publications,

{(~) 4. Publications foster self-expression and creative

- work on the pert of pupils: this ineludes news
writing, editorials, short stories, feasture
stories, poetry, cartoons, illustretions,
Jokes, legyouts, headlines.

Publications foster cordlal relations with other
sehools by reporting outstanding achievements,
practicing and promoting sportsmanship in all
contests, exchange of publicztions, and other-
wiase.

(-} 6. Staffs are efficiently organized and responsi-

bllity is fixed; staff members sre selected on
the basls of fitness.

(o)

(;)7

4Farley, op. cit., p. 16.
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(0) 7. Publicatlon zectivities are sufficiently diversi-
fied %o enlist the Interest and participation
of & large number of pupils.

(#) 8. FPublications promote better school and commmunity
relations, chiefly through interpretation of
the school and its activities to the publie.

(~) 9. School publicetions have a wide circulation and
are extensively resad in school and communlty.

(£) 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publications 1s
avolided.,

The above checklist of ten items includes three which
were checked (£), five which were checked {-), and two which
were checked (0). This is below the sverage for seecondary
schools of this slfe gnd rank,

The-following evaluatlon questions were rated to deter~
mine how well the Hart School Distriet was furnishing medis
for disseminating school news.

{2) a. How mdeguate =re the nusber snd frequency of
sechool publications?

{(2) b. How valuable edueationally is the experience of
puplils in preparing and issuing school publica-
tions?

(2) e. Evaluate three successive issues of all publiica-
tions.

Of the threec evsluabion questions sbove, all three items

are rated (2). This is an average rating of (2), or inferior,
for the eveluated school in regerd to its publieations.

School and community relations. -~ The school end com-

munity relations program provides some informetlion concerning
the evaluated school for both psrents and community. Some
commmunity sctivities and services constlitute 2z means of in-
terpretation, and various sctivities are used to promote beb«

ter relations.
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The 1tems in the following chiecklist, deslgned to measure

sehool and commmnity relations, were marked with the proper

symwbols to indicate to what extent the conditions or pro-~

visions were made by the Mart School District.

The school furnisies the parents snd commnity with in-
formation sbout:

¢

{~
{~
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(£)

(0)

(0)
{-)
(£)

1.
2‘
D
4'
5.
S.
"7'
8.
9.
10.
11,

The purposes and objectives of the sehool,

The curricular offerings and their sims.

The pupil sctivity prozram and its objeetives.

The library service and its objectives.

The school staff -- its personnel and organization.

The school plant and its equipment.

Financlal needs,

Business managewent,

The school guidance program.

Community relations program and organizations,

Rules and regulations regarding school attendance,
home study, reports, ete.

The cowmunity frequently calls upon the school for
asslstance in sctivities whieh contribute to
comrmanity improvement.

Kenbers of the school staff sre active in com-
mnity organlzations sueh as clurches, service
clubs, and other sgencles, but not to such an
extent as to interfere with school effliciency.

The school play areas and gymnasium are avalladble
at scheduled hours for community health educa~
tion and reereation.

The school livrary and its services are made
available to the public at sueh times and under
such conditions as will not interfere with the
school program.

- The school engourages the holding of public forums

for the discussion of educationsl, social, eco~
nomic, or other problems that may promote com-
minity welfare.

The school encourages the organlzation of clagses
for the educaticn of adults and rermits the use
of school facilities by such classes.

The auditorium is msde available for community
propgrams. ' )

Clubrooms snd facillties are made avallsble for
soclal activities of the commnity.

Whenever school faeilitles sre made sveilable to
the public, sehool officisls assume responsi~
bility for their proper use.
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(=)

{~)

(=)

()

(0)
(#)
(#)

(0)

{(£)

(-)

28.

29’

S2.
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The principal establishes and maintains cordisl
relations with local editors snd reporters.

Staff members and pupils are alert to school ac-
tivities that have news velue and report them
promptly to the person in charge of publicity,

The school cooperstes with other soeiasl and educa-
tional agencies of the commnity and helps to
coordinate all efiorts to promote the welfare
of the community and its youth.

Patrons and pupils are brought to realize that
soclety end its ways are constently changing
and that, therefore, the sechool and 1ts program
mist also change,

Representative citizens of the comwunity serve on
‘commitbtees for developing better school and com-
manlty relations.

The school has developed an organizstion of pa-
trons and teachers as an important means of
securing better cooperatlion between school and
community.

Home rooms, clubs, assembly programs, school pub-
lications, and sehool games and entertaimments
promote better understanding between school and
community.

The school has such speeinl occcaslons as educs-
tion week, book week, snd father-son banquet
for interpreting the school to the publis.

The school has one or more special visiting days
or night sessions to which it invites all par-
ents or puplls to observe the regular class
work and pupil sctivities.

The school uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
publie,

School entertainments of various kinds sre glven
and are open to the publicy these entertain-
ments are largely planned and given by pupils,
and many puplls participate in them. ~

Programs and exercises connected with commence-
ment are used as a means of interpreting the
sehool, its program, and its needs to the com-
munity.

In the above checklist of thirty-two items, the first

eleven relate to information for parvents and eommunity, items

twelve through twenty refer to community services, snd items

twenty-one through thirty-two have to do with procedures.
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Of the total items, six were checked (/), fifteen were
checked (-), and eleven were checked (0).
The following evaluation questions were msrked to show
how well the Wart Sechool District ia making provisions for a
satisfactory school and community relations program.

(1) a. How well is information about the school provided
to the parents and community?

(2) b. How extensive is the participation of staff mem-
bers in community life and activities?

(2) ¢. How well does the sehool provide for the educa-
tional needs of 1ts publice?

(2) d. How well does the school provide for the recrea-
tional needs of its publie?

(2) e. How well does the sghool use the public and
school press to promote better school and com-
minity relstions?

(2) f» How effectively doss the school provide specisl
exhibits, entertaimments or simlilar special oc-
casions to promote such relstions?

(3) g. How well does the commnity ccoperate with the
schocl and support school projects?

Of the above list of seven evaluatlon questions, one
was given the score of (3}, five were given the score of (2),
and one was glven the score of (1). Yhis results in a general
average evaeluation of (2), which is an inferior score. Ap~-
parently there 1s a great opportunity for concerted efiort
on the part of the sehool perscnnel to "sell" this sehool
to the community In an even nore commendable way,

Summary of eveluatlons and recommendations for improve-

ment. -~ Une of the strong features of the public-relations
program of the school evaluated is the prestige that it com-
mands in the compunity. The perscnnel of the administra-

tion has been stable for meny years; the academle achievements

snd other attainments sre worthy of merit.
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The school is not mainteining or securing an adeguate
public-relations program in 1ts publieations,in information
to parents, in provision for educationel needs, in community
cocperation, in an active Parent-Teachers Association, and
in many other items.

It is recommended tha£ more attention be given to making
the school a commmunity center; that public forums, classes in
adult education, and recreational activities De encouraged
as Interpretations media., It is also recommended that a con-
certed effort for o definite and funetionsl public-relatiocns

program be consldered by the administrative personnel,

Scuth Bosque School District

General data. -- A general survey of the South Bosque

Schiool District reveals s scholastle enumeration of 131 from
an estimated population of 3,560, in a commmity embracing
thirty-three squere miles of territory. ©f the seholastle
enumeration, ninety are in the elementary grades and fifty-
three are in the high schpol. The faculty consists of four
elementary teachers and four high school teachers.

The administrstion endeavors to maintain a type of
public-relations program. +he c¢lubs sponsored by the school
include the Four-H, Home Vemonstration, and Reereational.
The last-named is a community-wide organization for old and
young people. <hey assewble at regular intervals for purely
social and recreational purposes.

Assembly programs are presented bi-weekly, to which
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parents and patrons are invited. The new-type commencement
exercilses are utilized in advancing the programs and philos-
ophy of the school; the public attendance at these exzercises
is satisfaetory.

The athletie svents sponsored by the sehool inelude
football, basketball, and volleyball. Traek and fileld events
recelve very little support from the community. All athe
letic contests are held at the school site and are well sup-
ported by the publiec.

The school functions as s communlty center for all school-
sponsored clubs and sctivities. The Parent-Tesehers Assocla-
tlion sponsors the annual falr and school earnival.

3chool publicastions. -- The scheol has no sshool publi-

cations. The only medium for conveying school news to the
public is through the newspsper. Since there is no local

newspeper, the only avallable ones sre The Weco News-Tribune,

The Waco Times-Herald, The Waco Record, and The Melregor Mir-

ror. A study of a number of issues of eaeh of these news-
papers shows thet, in the main, very little of the school's
news ls publisbed in them. The major part of the meager
space allotted was glven over to athletiec activities. The
data presented in Table 4 revesl some very pertinent facts
pertaining to the newspsper phase of this school’s public-
relations program. The newspapers that sre read by the high-

est percentage of the parents snd students are The Waco Hews-

Tribune and The Weco Times-Herald, each showing that 48.3 per

cent of the students read them and that 57.5 per cent of the
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TABLE 4

THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE SOUTH
BOSQUE HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TO EACH NEWSPAPER, THE
KUMBER ANWD PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POPULATION WHO
LIVE IN HOMES WHERE EACH NEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS TTEMS®

-
Home s Pupils
Items .
Number | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent
Newspapers
The Weco News-Tribune.... 13 48,1 i6 48.56
TH@ Waﬁﬂ T“ime 8-‘38?&1@ e e 14 51 - 8 18 48;5
The Woco KeGord...enves.. 8 29.6 1= 27.2
The HeGrefor Hirror...... 3. 11.1 3 9.1
AIT otheP newsSpapers..... 7 25.9 8 24,2
HOo newspaper8e. cavevueens 4 14.8 5 15,1
Resding School-News Items

Students reading school-

news items...iencnveans 17 62.9 19 57.5
Students not reading

school-news items...... 11 40,7 12 36,3
Parents reading sehool-

HEWS itemsod-btov&tobooi 17 62.9 20 60'6
Parents not reading

achool~news ftems...... il 40.7 12 3643

*From the total high school enrollment of fifty-three,
only thirty-three pupils replied, representing twenty-seven
homes,

students read the school-news items. The school-newe items

appearing in two of the Waeo newspapers, in which this sechool
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has articlies from time to time, ere 1liustrated in Fig. 10
under the caption, ”ngﬁty Schools Plan Exercises.”

The items in the following checklist, designed to measure
8 school's medls for disseminating school news, were marked
with the proper symbols to indicate to what extent the condi-
tions or provisions were being met by the South Rosque Sechool
District.

(¥) 1. All work incident tc the publicstion setivities
of the pupils -~ collectiocn of materials or
news, organlization, writing, publishing, and
circulation -~ is properly supervised,

(W) 2. Farticular attention is glven to developing a
sense of responsibillity on the part of pupils
for what they say in their publicstions and the

, way they say itb.

(£) 3. Untruth and offensiveness are gboided in all
publiications,

{0} 4. Publicstions foster self-expression and erestive
work on the part of pupllss this includes news
writing, editoriels, short stories, feature
stories, poetry, cartoons, 1lllustrastions,
poetry, leyouts, headlines.

(-) 8, Publieations foster cordial relations with other
schvols by reporting outstanding aschilevements,
practicing snd promoting good sportasmsnship
in all contests, exchange of publications, and
otherwise,

(0} 6. staffs sre efflciently orgenized and responsi-
bllity is fixed; staff mewbers are selected on
the basis of fitness,

(0) 7. Publication activities are sufficiently diversi-
fied to enlist the interest and participation
of a lerge number of pupilsa.

(~) 8. Publlicastions promote better school and community
relations, chiefly through intervretation of

_ the school and its sctivities to the publie.

(O; 9. School publications have a wide circulation snd
are extensively read in achool and commmnity.

(#) 10. Over-emphssis on expensive publications is
aveoided.,
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“WHAT OF YHE YOUTH OF TODAY?"’

By BEY. W, W, MELTON, Pastar Spventh and James Strest Bagtist Church
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Fig. 10. =-- A cross section of McLlennan County school-
news ltems appearing at various intervals during the year,
1940-1941, in The Waco News-Tribune and The Waco Times-
Herald, ’
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In the preceding checklist of ten ltems, two were
checked (£), two were checked (-}, and four were checked (¢),
Two other items, marked (), indicate that the sehool has no
publication nor a regular section in any newspaper. The
checks indicate a sgcore that 1s far too low for a high
school of this Ltype,

The following evaluatlon questions were rated to deter-
mine how well the South Bosgque School Distriet was furnish-
ing wmedia for disseminating sehool news.

(W) a. How adequebe are the nurber and frequeney of

‘ sehool publiecations?

{1} b. How valuable educationally is the experience of

puplls in preparing and issuring school pub-
- lications?

(1) ¢c. Evaluate three successlive issues of all publica-

tions.

In the above evaluations two items were ranked (1) and
one item was ranked (H). This school was ranked as inferior

in regard to its provisionsg for school publications.

School and commnity relationg. ~~ The school and com-

mnity public~relations program provides information concern-~

Ing the evaluated sechool, both for parents and ecommnity.

Some communlty services constitute a measns of interpretation,

end various activitles are used to promote bebter relstions.
The items in the following checklist, designed to measure

sehool and community velatlons, were marked with the proper

sywbols te indieate to what extent the conditions or provisions

were made by the Soubh PBosgue School Distriect.
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The school furnishes the parents and commnity with in-
formation aboutb:

(-)
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(#)

(#)

(0)

(#)
(#£)
(#)

(=)
(¥}

1.
Ze
3.
4.
5.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20,

21.

22.

The purposes =nd objectives of the school.

The curricular offerings and their aims.

The pupll aectivity progrem and its objectives,

The library service and its objectives.

The schocl staff -- its personnel and organization.

The school plant and its equipment.

Financial needs.

Pusiness management.

The school guldsnce pProgram.

Community relations organizations.

Rules end regulstions regarding school attend-
anece, home study, reporta, ete.

The community frequently cslls upon the school for
agsistance in sctivities whieh contribute to
community improvement.

Members of the school staff are active in com-
manity orgenigations such as churches, service
clubs, and other agencies, but not to such an
extent that school effigiency is lmpaired.

The school play sreas and gymmesium are available
at scheduled hours for community health educa~
tion and recreation,

The school library and its services are made
savailable at such times and under such condi-
tions =zs will not interfere with the school
Progran.

The school sncourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educationsl, social, eco-
nomic, or other problems that may promote com-
manity welfsre.

The school encourages the organization of classes
for the education of adulis and permlits the use
of school facilities by sueh classes.

The euditorium is made availsble for communlty
programs.

Clubrooms end facilities are mede avaellable for
social asctivities of the commmunity.

Whenevey school facilities are made svallable to
the publie, sechool offieisls sssume responel-
b1ility for thelr proper usse.

The principal establishes and maintains cordial
relatlions with local edlitors and reporters.

Staff members and pupils are alert to sehool acw
tivities that have news velue snd report them
promptly to the person In charge of publicity.
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{£) 23. The school eooperates with other social and edu-
cational agencies of the communlty and helps
to coordinete all efforts to promote the wel-
fare of the commnity and its youth.

(-~} 24, Patrons and puplls sre brought to realize thst
soeclety and its ways are conatsntly changlng
snd that, therefore, the sehool and 1ts pro-
gram mast also change.

(0) 25. Representative eitizens of the communlty serve
on committees for developing better sechicol and
compunity relations.

(£) 26. The achool has developsd an organization of pe-
trons snd teschers as an lmportant meana of
securing belbier cooperation between school and

, commnity.

(~) 27. Yome rooms, clubs, assembly programs, school pub-
lications, and school games end entertalnments
promote better understanding between school and
comrmunlty.

{-) 28. The school has such special occasions as gduco-
tlion week, book week, snd fether-son tanquet
for interpreting the sehool to the publie.

{(¥) 29, The schocl hag one or more special visiting days
or night sesalons to which 1t invites all parents
or pupils to observe the regulaer class work and
pupil sctivities,

(0} 30. The school uses verious types of exhiblts and
demonstretions to interpret its work to the pub-
lie.

(£) 31. School entertainments of varicus kinds are given
and are open to the publie; these entertaln-
mente are largely planned and given by puplls,
and meny pupils pariicipate in then.

{(«}) 32, Programs and exercises comnected with commence-
ment are used as 8 means of Interpreting the
gchool, its progrem, and its needs to the
commmunity.

In the above checklist of thirty-two items, the first
eleven relate to information furnished to the parents and
community about the school, items twelve through twenty ocon-
cern communlby services rendsred by the sehool, and items
twenty-one through thirty-two relate te procedurses used by
the school. Of these items, e lsven were checked (£}, four-

teen were checked (~), five were checked (0}, and two were
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checked (N). This indicetes that the school msintalns an
inferior public-relstions program in so far as the program
is measured by this checklist.

The fellowing evaluation guestions were marked to show
how well the South Bosque School Distriet 1s making pro-
visions for a satisfesetory school and community relations pro-
gram.

(2) a. How well 1s information about the school provided
to the parents and communlty?

{2) b. How extenslive is the participetion of stall mem-
bers in cormpunity 1ife and activitles?

(2} e. How well does the achool provide for the educa-
tional needs of its publle?

{(3) d. How well does the sehool provide for the recrea-
tional needs of its publie?

(1) e. How well does the school use the publie and school
press to promote bebtter school and community
relations?

(2) £. How effectively does the school provide speecial
exhiblis, entertainments or similar special oc-
casions to promote such relations?

(3) g. How well does the communliy cooperate with the
school snd support school projects?

In the above list of seven evaluation questions, two
were rated (3), four were rated (2), and one was rated (1).
The average score 1s (2): this score indicates an inferior
public-relations program is velng maintained in the South
Bosque School District.

Summary of evalustions and recomrendations Tor improve-

ment. ~- Some of the strong festures of this school's publie-
reletions prograsm are that it serves as a community center,.
the community frequently calls upon the sehool, the school
library end other facilities ere available te¢ the community.

Other commendeble festures are an active FParent-Teachers
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Assoclation, end s cooperative teaching staff in its com-
munity relations.

From the foregoing data, it is evident that this school
does not have an adequate public-relations program. Reports
of school asctivitles should he given to one or more of the
newspapers published In Waco. Since the échocl does not have
sccess to a loesl newspaper, s bi-weekly or monthly school
publication of the mimeograsphed type 1s recommended. The school
could thus use its publications to stimulate expression on
the part of the pupils, to sct as a medium for public rela-
tions, and to serve as a record of the life of the school.

A press or publications club, sponsored by a faculty member,
should be organlzed and should work In cooperation with the
entire school.

It 1s recommended that the school encourasge forums of
an educational and economile hature end alsc eneourage and
sponsor the organization of adult classes as agents and
agenclea for a better public-relations program. The school
should provide special exhibits of class and departmental
work and should have open~house programs at intervals during

the year as interpretations medisa.

Axtell Sehool Distrlet

Genersl data. -~ A generasl survey of the dats of the

Axtell School District shows a scholastic census enumeration
of 245 from an cstimeted population of 800, in a commnity

embracing forty-elght sgquare miles. Of the scholestice



e
erumeration, 160 are enrolled in the elementary grades, and
eighty-six are enroclled in the high school. The faeulty con-
sists of five teachers in the elementary grades and four
teachers in the high school.

The administrative officers meke no c¢laim to having a
public-relations program In this school, but therse are cer~
tain elements of an interpretatians program in effeet. Pour
organizations sponsored by the school inelude Yuture Farmers
of America Club, Four-H Club, Spanish Club, and Science (Club,
tlat serve as interpretation medla. Weekly assembly programs
are utilized snd likewise the annual commencement. The com-
mencement exercises are s combinstion of the traditional and
the new-type. Athletle events include footbesll, basketbsall,
and volleyball. The Parent-Teachers Assoeiation sponsors an
annusl carnlval end falr, The school feellities are 8ll
that are available for civie, social, reereatiaﬁal, snd com~
rmunity-wlde activities., Hence, the school serves as a com~
runity center.

School publications, -- The school does not sponsor any

publicstion. The only medla for publishing school news are

The Waeco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, and The Waco

Record. A study of a nunber of issues of each of these news-
papers revegls that this school had very few school-news
items published., The date shown in Table 5 indicate that
this sechool would not have satisfpetory medls even if adse-

quate school-news items were published., Table 5 also shows
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TABLE 5

THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE AXTELL
HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE 70 EACH WEWSPAPER, THE NUKBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE EACH KEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT (F PARENTS AND
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS ITEMS®

Homes Pupils

Number | Per Cent | Number | Per VYent

Newsgpapers
The VWaco News-Tribun€...... 36 67.8 40 63.5
The Waco Times—ierfiilleesss. 3 5.6 7 11.1
The Waco ReCOrQ. «vevereencs & 11.2 8 12.6
AIT other newspapeTrs....... 9 16.8 10 15.8
NO newspaperS'-.-ouo-.va-;uﬁ l:f*‘ 24.3 13 ?)Oc@
Resding School-Fews Items

Students resding school~

I}.EWS iteﬁ’lﬁ.u-au-«.s.:.‘n..- 330 56.5 35 55‘5
Students not reading

sehool-nows items..ave ... 14 26.4 19 50,1
Parents reading school-

news llemsS.ceveevennssons 27 50.9 30 47 .7
Parents not reading

schocl-news itemS..iunaas 20 7.7 24 38,1

*From the total high school enrollment of sighty-six, only
sixty-three pupils replied, representing fifty-three homes.
the number and per cent of the high school population who
live in homes where each newspaper is received, and the nunber
and per cent of parents and puplls who read the school-news

items.,
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The VWaco News-Tribune, whieh bhes the largest circulation

of gny newspaper received in the ecommunity, is available in
only 63.5 per cent of the students! homes and then only
30.1 per cent of the students read the school-news ltems,
The only newspaper item for this sechool is shown in Fig. 10,
which is taken from Waco publicstions for the school year 1940-
1941,

The ltems in the followlng checklist, designed to measure
a seﬁeoi's media for disssminsting school news, were marked
with the proper symbols to indicate to vwhat extent the eondi-
tions or provisions were being met by the Axtell School Dis-
triet.

{¥) 1. All work incident to the publieation sctlvities
of the puplls -- ccllsction of meterisls or
news, organigation, writing, publishing, and

: circulation -~ 18 properly supervised,

(¥) 2. Particular sttention is given to developing =
sense of responsibility on the part of puplls
for what they ssy in their publications and
the way they say 1it.

(£} 3. Untruth and offensiveness are avoided in all
publications.

{~) 4. Publicstions foster self-expression and creativ
work on the paert of pupilsy this includes newa
writing, edlitorials, short stories, feature
stories, poetry, cartoons, illuatratians,
jokes, layouts, headlines,

(0O) 5. Publiecations foster cordial relations with other
schools by reporting outstanding schievements,
practicing end promoting good sportsmenship in
all contests, exchange of publicstions, and
otherwise.

(0) 6. Staffs sre effieiently organized and responsi-
Pility is fixed; staff members are selected on
the basls of fitness.

(0) 7. Publication actlvities are suffieclently diversi-

fed to enlist the interest end participation
of a large numwber of pupils.



85

(0) 8. Publications promote betber school and commnity
relations, echiefly through interpretation of
the achool and its aectivities to the publie.

{(0) 8. Sehool publications have & wide cireulation and
are extensively resd in school and commnity.

(#) 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publications 1is
avolided,

In the above checklist of ten items, two iltems are
marked (£), one ltem is checked (-}, five are checked (0),
and two are checked (N}, the latter because the sehool has
no publications of 1ts own and does not have s regular seg-
tion In any newspaper. These cheeks Indlcate a score fer
below average for secondary schools of this size and type.

The following evaluation questions are rated to detor~
mine how well the Axtell School Distriect was furnishing medis
for dissemineting school news.

(N} a. How adequate are the number snd frequency of

school publications?

(1) b. FHow valuable educationally is the experience of
puplls in preparing snd issuling schoocl pub-
lications?

(1) e. Evaluate three successive issues of ail publica~
tions.

In these evaluation questions, one item was given a
score of (N} because the item is not applicable, and the
other two evaluations were given s score of (1), or inferior.
This signifies that this school is far below average in fur-
nishing medls for dissenminating school news.

School snd community releticns. -- The sechool and cone

manity publie~relations program provides information concern~
ing the evaluated sehool for both parents and community. Some

community services constitute & mesns of interpretation, and
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various activities are utilized for the promotion of hetter
relations,

The items in the following checklist, deslgned to measure
school and community relations, were marked with the proper
symbols to indicabe to what extent the conditions or PrO-
visions were belng met by the Axtell School Distriect.

The school furnishes the parents and commniby with
information about:
(=) 1. The purposes snd objectives of the school.
) 2. The curricular offerings and their aims.
The pupil activity program and 1ts objectives.
The library service and its objectives.
The school staff -- its personnel and orgeniza-
tion.
The school plant and its egquipment.
Financiel nesds,
Business management.,
The school guidanee program.
. Coumunity relations orgaenizations.
. Rules and regulations regarding school sttend-
ance, home study, reports. ete.
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(£) 12. The community freguently ealls upon the school
for assistsnce in actlvities whieh contribute
Lo ecopmunity improvement.

(#) 13. Hembers of the sehool staff are sctive in come
mnlty orgenizations such as churches, service
elubs, and other ageneies, but not to such an

: extent as to interfere with school efficiency.

(£) 14. The school pley areass and gymmasium are availe-
ble at scheduled hours for commnity healih
education and recreation.

(£} 15. The school library snd its services are made
avallable to the public at such times and under
suclh: conditions as will not interfere with
the school program.

(0). 16. The scrool encourages the nolding of public
forums for the discussion of educational, so-
clal, economic, or other problems that may
promoie commnity welfarve.

(0) 17. The school encourages the organization of classes
for the education of adults and permits the
use of school facilities by such classes.

(£} 18. The auditorium is mede avallsble for e ormunity
Programs.
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(£)

(0)
(x)

(£4)

(=)
(=)

(-)

(£

(=)

27'

28.

29,

30 *

31,

a7

Clubrooms and facilitles are made asvailsble fop
soclal sctivities of the community.

Whenever school feeilities sre made available
to the public, school officlals sssume responsi-
bllity for thelr proper use.

The principel establishes end maintsins cordial
relations with local editors end reporters.
Stalfl members and pupils are alert to school ac-
tivities thot have news value and report them
promptly to the person in charge of publiecity.
The school cooperastes with other =ocizl snd edu-
cational agencies of the community and helps
to coordinate ell efforts to promote tho wel~

fare of the cormunity and its youth.

Fatrons snd pupils are brought to reslige that
soclcty and 1lts wsys are comstantly changing
and that, therefore, the school snd its program
mist also change.

Representative eitizens of the community serve
on commlittees for developing better sehool and
commnity relations.

The acheool hes developed sn orgenization of pa-
trons and teschers as an important mesns of
scouring better cooperation between school and
copmmndty.

Home rooms, ciubs, essembly programs, snd school
games and entertalinments promote better under-
stending between school and commmnity,

The school has sucli special cccasions as educa-
tion week, book week, and fsther-son banquet
for interpreting the school to the publie.

The school has one or more special visibing days
or nlght sessions to which it invites 81l
parents or pupils tc observe the regulsr class
work and pupil sctivities.

The school uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
public.

Sghool enterteinments of various kinds sre gilven
and ere open to the publie: these entertaine
ments are largely planned and given by pupils,
and meny puplls participate in them,

Frograms and exercises connected with commenco-
ment are used ss a means of interpreting the
achoel, 1ts program, snd its needs to the
comprunity.

In the above checklist of thirty-two items, the first

eleven relate to information for parent and community, items

twelve through twenty concern commnity service, snd items
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twenty-one through thirty-twe have to do with procedures.
0f all these items, twelve were checked {#), fourteen were
checked (-}, fourrﬁmre checked (0), and one was checlked (K};
Trese checks indicate that the Axtell School is inferior in
its meetling the provisions or e@nditiﬂﬁs to effect an ade~
guate school and cmmﬁunity relations program.

The following evslustion questions were marked to show
how well the Axtell Sechool District is making provisions for
& satisfactory school and cormmunity relations program.

(2) a. ¥ow well is informstion about the school pPIo-
vided to the parents and community?

(3) b. How extensive is the participation of staff mem-
bers In commnity 1life and asetivities?

{(2) e. How well does the school provide for the educa-
tional needs of 1ts publie?

(8) . lHow well does the sehool provide for the recrsa-
tional needs of its public?

(1} e. How well does the school use the public and
sechool press to promote better school and com-
mandty relstions?

(2) f. How effectively does the school provide special
exnlblts, entertainments or similar special oc-
caslons tc promote such relations?

(Z) 8. FHow well does the commmnity cooperate with the
school and support school projeects?

o)

In the above list of seven evaluation questions, three
were glven the zcore of (3), two were given the score of (2),
and one was given the seore of (1). The average rating
score waa (2), which is Inferior ss relstes to meeting the
provisions or conditions to c¢ffeet an asdegquate sehool and com-
manity relations program.

Surmary of evalustlons and recommendstiocns for improve-

ment., -- Some of the strong features of this achoolts public-

relations program ave: (1) the vital part it serves as a
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commnity center, (2) the school livrary and other facilities
are avallable to the community, (%) an sctive F&rqnt~T@acher3
Assoclation, and (4) a cooperative teaching staff,

From the foregoing data, eheeklista, and evaluations,
i1t is evident that this schocl docs not have an sdequate DD -
lie-relations program, Reports of school activities should
be given to one or more of the newspapers published in Waco.
Since the school doea not have access to o loesl newspaper,
8 bi-weekly or monthly school rublicstion of the mimeographed
type 1s recommended. The school could thus use 1its puhlica-
tions to stimmlate expression on the part of the pupils, to
act as a medium for public relations, and to serve as s rec-
ord of the 1life of the achcol. A press or publications elub,
sponsored by o faculty member, should be organized to work in
cooperation with the entire school.

It is recormmended that the school eneourage forums of
an educatlional sndé egonomic nature snd also encourage snd
sponsor the organization of adult~classes a8 a part of its
publie~relations program. The sehiool should provide speciel
exhibits of class and depeartmental work and have open-hocuse
programs at intervsls during the year as Interpretations

medle,



Crawford School Distriet

General data. -~ The dats obtained through the question-

naires reveal that the Crewford School District is & consoli-
dation of six sehool communitics with an area of seventy-
eight square miles. The scholastic census enumerstion is
404, from a total estimated population of 1,500. The faculty
consists of fourteen teachers, seven each in the elementary
and high schools.

The superintendent reports that s purposeful publie-
relations program is attempted. The program is developed
through organized clubs such as the Future Parmers of America,
Fature Homemskers, Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, and choral
club. The assembly programes ond comencement exercises are
~used as a very effective publiec-relations medium. The ath-
letic events embracing football, basketbell, track and fleld
events are utilized Iin e unifying program with outside adults
end for bullding an enthusiastic school spirit among the
students.

The school serves as a compmunity center in many of the
social, civie, and religious enterprises: the fasilities of
the achool building, the gymnasium, snd the home economics
cobtage are available for use without cost or charge for
utilities.

Comrunlty sctivities sponsored by the school include an
ective Parent-Teachers Associstion, ths Boy Seout and Campfire

Girls' organizations, the anpual community failr and earnivel,
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and special exhibits on various occasions through the school
year.

School publiscations. -~ The school sponsors no publica-

tions. The only medis for publishing school-news items are
newspapers. 4in snalysis of the newspapers as medils of in-
terpretation reveals some very pertinent facts. Table 6
shows some of the findings of this study. The four'news-

pepers listed for the tebulstlion were The Waco News-Tribune,

The Weeo Times-Herald, The Waeo Record, and The Crawford Sun.

Table 6 also ghows the number and the per cent of the high
school population who live in homes where each newspaper is
ieceived, gnd the number and per cent of parents snd pupils
who read the school news items. From these data it is shown

that The Crswford Sun is the only newspsper recelved in

more then forty-three per cent of the homesy it, however, is
received in seventy per cent of the homes. In view of the
fact that not more than‘an announcement of‘an event or the
result of sn athletic contest is published in other than the

Sunday edition of The Waco News-Tribune and The Waco Times-

Herald, it is clear that nelther of these papers could be
considered sdequate for schoocl-news ltems,

Other facts reveasled by Table & are that twenty per cent
of the students and twelve per cent of the homes recelve no
newspaper. However, ninety-three per cent of the students
reported that they resd the school-news items. This is due
to the fact that pepers are made available through the sechool

1ibrariesn.
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TABIE ©

THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE CRAWFORD
HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TO EACH NEWSPAPER, THE NUMBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POPULATION " wHo LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE EACH NEWSPAPER I8 RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AHD
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS ITEMS*®

e ot et St ]

—

r‘.
Homes Pupils
Items
Humber | Per Cent | Numbeyr | Per Cent

'Wewapapers
The Waco Hews-Tribune...... 40 40 50 42,3
The Waco Times-Herald...... 43 43 53 45.0
The WACO NeCOTOssvrvereesnee 18 18 20 17.0
Theé Crawiord SUlle.-ssessens. 70 70 80 68,0
NO NewsSpepers. . corcocassnns 12 iz 20 17.0

Reading School-News Items

Students reading school-

news 1ltemBee e icscensenans 98 06 110 93.2
Students not reading

8&1‘1001*-1‘18‘#3 1‘3&&1*{}3; LA 2 2 4 3; 4
Parents reading school-

news ltemd..cvecvocavnons 94 94 108 21.5
Parenta not reading

school-news items.... ... 4 4 6 5.0

*From the total high school enrollment of 126, only 118
pupils replied, representing one hundred homes.

An analysis of the school-news items reported indicstes
a very liberal allowance of space, in a desirable location,

for all items. A cross ssetion of the school«news items that
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appeared in various lssues of The Grawford 8Sun, from the

opening of the school year 19&0~19él‘and at intervels during
the school term, is shown in Fig. 11. The news items are not
arranged in any degree of asequence or departmental signifi-
cance. Congpicuous by thelr asbsence are many of the items
listed by Farley,® and those mentioned are virtually in the
reverse order of reank when compared to what Ferley found
parents are interested in resding. Some of the news items
that are not given adequate emphasis are pupil progress,
methods of instruectlon, health of ruaplils, teachers and school
officers, values of education, diseipline and behsvior of pu-
pils, sttendance, business menagement , board of educastion, and
administration. 4s is the case 1in most gshoalwnewavsaatisns
of any publlcation, too much space is devoted to "The Snooper's
Corner,” "The Super Scoop,” or "Did You Know?" and other
similar titles. Figure 12 is a second illustrstion of a
patehwork of school-news ltems obtained from various lssues

of The Crawford Sun during the school year with the mejor enme-

phasls on the "Senior Bdition." The items are not erranged
with any degree of sequence or departmental 8ignificance.

The type of sehoocl-news items appesring in the wvsrious
Waco newspapers 1s shown in Fig. 10, along with news ltems
from other schools in the county,.

The items of the following checklist, desipgned to measure

g school's medis for disseminating school news, were marked

SParley, op. eit., p. 186,
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with the proper symbols to indicate to whet extent the condi-
tlong or provisions were made by the Crawford School District.

(=) 1. 811 work incident to the publication ectivities
of the pupils -~ collection of materials or
news, orgenization, writing, publishing, and
circulation -~ is properly supervised.

{=) 2. Particular attention is given to developing a
sense of responsibility on the part of pupils
for what they say in their publications end
the way they say it.

(£) 3. Untruth snd offensiveness are avoided in all
publications.,

{(~) 4. Publications foster self-expression and ereative
work on the part of pupils; thils ineludes news
wrliting, editorials, short storles, feature
stories, postry, cartoons, illustrations,
jokes, layouts, headlines.

(0) 5. Publications foster cordial relations with other
schools by reporting cutstanding achievements,
practicing and promoting good sportsmenship in
all eontests, exchange of publicstions, and
otherwise.

(A} 6. 8Staffs sre efficiently organized and regponsgi-
bility is fixed: staff mewbers are selected on
the basis of fitneas, ’

(=) 7. Publication activities are sufficliently diversi-
fled to enlist the interestend perticipation
of a large number of rupils.

(~) B. Publications promote better achool snd commnity
relations, chiefly through interpretation of
the school and its sctivities to the publie.

(=) 9. School publications have a wide cireculation and
are extensively read in school and community.

(£) 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publications is
avolded.

The above checklist of ten items ineludes three which
were checked (£), six which were checked {~), and one which
was checked (C), These checks indicate a score showing the
school to be inferior in its medias for disseminating sehool
news.,

The following evaluetion questions were reted to determine
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now well the Crawford Sehool District was furnishing medie

for disseminsting school news,

{(2) a. How adequate are the mumber and frequenecy of
school publicstions?
(2) b. How veluabls educationally 1s the experience of

ruplls in preparing and lssuing sehool publica-
tions?

(2) e. Ewaluate thres guccessive lssues of all publiceg-

tions,

Each of the three items in the above evaluations was
rated (2). This indlcetes that publications are not ade-
quate in number, since only newspaper space is ubilized. The
experiences of pupils in preparing and issuing the school
publications are not adequate. The school 1is below average
in furnishing medis for dlsseminating school news.

Schoel ang commnity relstions., -- The gchool and com-

minity relstions progrsm provides some informetion cdncﬁrning
the evaluated school for both parents and eommnity. Some
commnity services constitute = means of interpretation, and
various activities are used to promote better relations.
The items in the following checklist, designed to measure

geneol and community relations, were marked with the proper ;
symbols to indicate to what extent the conditions and Pro-
visions were being met by the Crawford School District.

The selool furnishes the parents and ecommunity with

information about:

(=) 1. The purposes and objectives of the sghool,
{-) 2. The curriculer offerings snd their aims,

(=) 3. The pupil activity program end its objectives.
(=) 4. The library service and its objectives.

(C) 5. The sachool staff--its personnel and organization.
(~) 8. The school plant and its equipment.

(0) 7. PFinsncial needs.
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Business management,

The school guidance program.

Commnity relations organizations.

Rules and regulations regarding school attend-
ance, home study, reports, ete.

The commmunity frequently calls upon the sehool
for assistance in actlvities which contribute
to commnity improvement.

Members of the school staff arve sctive in com-
runity organizstions such as churches, civie
and service clubs, and other agencies, but not
to such an extent as to interfere with school
efficiency.

. The school play areas and gymasium are available

at scheduled hours for commanity health educa-
tlon and recrestion.

The achool library and its services are availaw
ble to the public at such times and under such
eonditions as will not interfere with the
school program.

The school encourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educationsl, soclal, eco-
nomle, or other problems that way promote com-
manlty welfare,

The school eneourages the organization of classes
for the education of adults and permits the use
of school facilitles by such clssses,

The suditorium 1s made availsble for community
programs,

Clubrooms and facilities are mmde svallable for
soelal gotivities of the community.

Whenever school faeilities are made avallable to
the public, school offiecinls smssume responsgi-
bility for their proper use.

The prineipal establishes and meintains cordisl
relations with local editors and reporters.

Staff members and pupils are slert to sechool 20~
tivities that have news value and report them
promptly to the person in charge of publicity.

The school cooperates with other soccisl end edu-
cational agencies of the community snd helps
to eoordinate a1l efforts to promote the wele
fare of the community and of 1ite vouth,

Patrons and pupils are brought to realize that
socleby and its ways sre eonstantly ehanging
and that, therefore, the sehool and its pro-
gram mast also change.

Representative citizens of the comrmnity serve
on ecommittees for developing better school and
community relations.
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The school has developed an organization of pa-
trons and teachers as an important means of
securing better cooperation between school and
commnity,

Home rooms, clubs, agsembly programs, aschool pub-
lications, and school games and entertalnments
promote better understanding between school
and communi ty,

The school has such speciel ceccasions as educn-
tion week, book week, father~son banquet, for

_inverpreting the school to the public.

The senool has one or more gpeeclal visiting days
or night sessions to which it invites sll parents
or puplls to observe the regulsr class work
and pupll sctivities,

The school uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrstions to interpret its work to the
publie,

Sehool entertaimments of varlous kinds are given
and are open to the publie:; these entertain-
ments are largely planred and given by puplls
snd many pupils psrticipate in them.

- Programs and exercilses connccted with commence-

ment are used as a weans of interpreting the
gehool, its progran, snd its needs to the com-
manity.

In the above cheecklist of thirty-two items, the first

eleven relate to information for parent and commnity, items

twelve through twenty concern community services, snd items

twenty-one through thirty-two have to do with progcedures,

This checklist contalns eleven items thet wore checked (£),

slxteen thet were checked (-), and five that were checked (0).

Trhese scores indicate that the school is everage in its com-

rmunity relations.

The followlng evaluation questions were marked to show

how well the Crawford School Dlstrict is meking provisions

for a satisfactory school and community relations program,
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(2) a. How well is irformstion about the school provided
to the parents and commnity?

(3) b. Tow extensive is the participetion of stuffl meme
ters in community life and setivitices?

{2} ¢. FHow well does the school provide for the educa-

tional needs of 1ts public?

(2) 4. How well does the school provide for the recrea-
tional needs of 1its public?

(3} e. How well does the school use the public and school
press bto promote better school snd community
relstions?

(3) f. How effectivcly does the school provide special
exhibite, enterteirments or similar special
occasions to promote such relations?

{2) g. YHow well does the commnlbty cooperate with the
scheool and suppert schocl projects®

Of the sbove l1list of seven evaluation questions, three
were given the score of (3), snd four were given the score of
(2). The school's average score was (2.4). The scores,
question by question, indicate that (a) information about the
school is provided to the parents snd the community; (b) staff
megbers are reasonsbly sctive in c&mmaﬁity 1ifes (c) the
school is not fully providing for the educational needs of
the communitys; (d) average provisions sre made for recref-
tional needs of the community; {(e) the sechool uses the publie
press to promote Petter school and comrmnity relatlonsy
(f) speeisl school exhibits and entertalnments are used for
interpretation purposcsy and (g) the community ecoperates
reesonably well with the school in the support of school
projects.

Surmary of evaluations and recommendstlons for improve-

ment., -- Some of the strong leatures of thls school'!s publie-
relations progrem are an mctive Parent-Teachers Associatbtion,

gn averege school-news section in the leoeal newspaper, s
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comrmnity that fregquently calls upon the school for assist-
ance, a steff that partieipates in community activities,
school faclilitlies available for use by the commmnity, the
observance of specisl weeks, and special provisions for school
exhibits and'entertainmﬁnts.

The school does not heve adeguate publications, ade-
quate Iinformation for the parents and community, sdequate
provision for the educstional needs of the community, snd
sdequate comrmunity cooperation.

it is recommended that more directed attention be ac-
corded school publications and the public-relations program
at large. A concerted effort for a functional Interpretations
program ls recommended. Publiec forums, slesses in sdult edu-
catlon, inecreased reereational facilities are recommended

as public-relations agents and agencles.

Lorena Sehool Distriet

General data. -~ Information derived from the guestion~

naires revesls that the lorena Sehool District is a consoli-
dation of several smsll school communities incorporating an
area of forty-nine squere miles. The estimated population
is 2,000, with & scholastic enumeration of 456. O0Of this pum-
ber, 302 are envolled in the elementary grades and 156 are
enrolled in the high sehool.

The administrative officers asttempt s definite inter-
pretations program through sdequate publicity and informetion

pertaining to the sehool. The school sponsors organized
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clubs as follows: Future Farmers of America, Pubure Home-
mekers, asnd an adult club., Weekly assepbly progrems are uti-
lized in the interpretations program. %he commencement exer-
cises, although the 0ld or traditional type, sre a vital
factor in the public-~relations programg the large sudiences
attending these exercises are satisfactary.

Athletic events sponsored by the school include football,
basketball, baseball, track and field events. Other minor
sports end interscholestic league actlvitles ere amlso spon-
sored by the school, All events are supported enthusiasstic-
ally by the commmnity.

Community activitles sponsored by the school inelude
meny s8ocial phases of the school and commnity life such as
banquets, the home demonstration club, a woman's civic eclub,
send others. The school faecilities are utilized for almost
gll community actlvities of a public nature.

School publications. -- The school sponsors two publica-

tions, = school newspaper, lorena Leopsrd, end a yearbook,

Ias Memorias.

The newspsper is an elight-page mimeographed publication.
Figure 13 1is an altered form of the publication for the year
194@~1941,'but it shows the general appesrance and & eross
gsection of the school-news items published. In addition to
the sehool newspaper, this school submits items to the larger
daily and weekly newspapers of Waco. Flgure 10 is repre-

sentative of this type of school-news items. The genersl
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trend of the news iﬁems ineluded in all publicatlions ap-
parently 1is representative of all the school setivities.
However, a more sclentific management would improve the
reports. The data shown in Table 7 give an insight as to
the results of newspsper publicity in the verious newspapers
listed, Tablé 7 alsc shows the number and per cent of the
high school populatiah who live in homes where each news-
peper is received, and the purber and per cent of parents and
puplils who read the school-news ltems. The writer feels that
the questionnalres to the students were not properly under-
atood, in view of the fact thaet only 43.2 per cent state

that they receive the Lorena Leopard, and that only forty

per cent of the students resd the school-news iltems. The

Waco News-Tribune shows 52.3 per cent cireulation in the

homes of the community. This presents the best newspaper
medium for this school as an outside publication.

Las Memorias is e well-sdited but smell yearbook. A

survey as shown in Fig. 14 revesls that all grades and all
the school personnel, professional end non-professional,
are gilven recognition.

The items in the following checklist, designed to measure
8 school's medla for disseminating school news, were marked
with the proper symbols to indieate to what extent the condi-
tions or provisions were being met by the lorena School

District.



TABLE 7

THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOK¥ES REPRESENTED IN THE ILORENA
HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TO BEACH NEWSPAPER, THE NUMBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE EACH HEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AKD
TEE NUMPBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS ITEMS®

e
Homes Pupils
Ttenms
Number | Fer Cent | Humber | Per Cent
Newspapers
The Weco Hews~-Tribune...... 42 51.2 46 52.3
The Waco Times=Herald...... 34 41.5 38 43,2
Tﬁe Eﬁc@ H@ﬁ@l’d- L AR R B S A 16 ls‘;f 5 2{) 22&9
mrﬁm Iﬁﬂpax‘d. LR BE IR B L B BN BE IR N W 2 34 élis 38 42'2
All other newsSpaperS....... 10 12.2 10 12.8
HO newspapers8. c.iovsressesras iz 14.6 12 l2.6
Reading School-News Items

Students reading school-

ﬂ‘e‘a‘ﬂ itemﬂi"l’i‘.vlnllb" 52 63.4 5% 61‘:‘5
Students not reading

8@1’1001*1’13?55 1%!6!{13- T e R * A e gg 34. 1 34 40& O
Farents reasding school-

naws ite}}}at"toi'll'll"lt 48 58&5 50 5'?’0
Parents not reading

school-newa items........ 54 41.5 38 43,2

¥From the total high school enrollment of 115, only
eighty-eight pupils replied, representing elghty-two homes.
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Fig. 1l4. -- Representative cuts and full pages from
Les Memorias, 1940-1941 yearbook of the Lorena School.
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All work incldent to the publication asctivities
of the puplls ~- collection of materisls or
news, organization, writing, publishing, and
circulation -~ is properly supervised.

Partlculasr attention is given to developing e
sense of responsitility on the part of pupils
for what they say in their publications and the
way they say 1it.

Untruth and offensiveness are avoided in all
publications,

Publlications foster self-expression and creative
work on the part of puplls; this ineludes news
writling, editorisls, short stories, feature
storles, poetry, cartoons, illustrations,
jokes, layouts, headlines,

Publications foster cordial relations with other
sechools by reporting outstanding achievements,
practicing end promoting good sportsmanship in
all contests, exchsnge of publications, and
otherwise,

Staffs are efficiently organized and responsi-
bility is fixed; staff menbers are selected on
the basis of fitness.

Publication activitics are sufficliently diversi-
fied to enlist the interest and participation
of & large nurber of puplls.

Publicatlons promote better school and eommunity
relstions, chilefly through interpretation of
the school and its sctivities to the publie.

School publications have & wide eirculation and
are extensively read in school and community.

Over-emphasis on expensive publiestions is
avolided,

In the above checklist of ten ltems, three were checked

(£), 8lx were cheeked (~), and one was checked (0). These

gcores Indlicate that the school 18 aboub average for schools

of this type.

The following evaluation questions were rated to deter-

mine how well the Lorena Schecl Distriect was furnishing media

for disseminating school news.
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{2) a. How adequate are the number and frequency of
school publications?

(2) ©. How vslusdble educatlionally is the experience of
pupils in preparing end issulrg school publi-
cations?

(3) e. ZEvsluste three successive issues of all publica-
tions.

Of the three evesluation questions, one was rated (3) and
two were rated (2). This is an average rating or score of
(2.3), which is not satisfactory as relates to this school's
publicsetions and media for dissemination of sehool news. The
adequaey and frequeney of the publications are questioned.

School and community relstions. -~ The school and com-

munity relations program provides some informstion concerning
the evalusted school for both parents and compunity. Some
comrunity services constitute a mesns of interpretation, and
various sctivities are used to promote better relations.

The ltems in the following checklist, designed to
measure school and corgpunity relatlons, were marked with the
proper symbols to indicate to what extent the conditiona or
rrovisions were being met by the Iorena Sehool Distriet.

The sehool furnishes the parents and community with
irfermation asbout:
1. The purposes and objectives of the school,
2. The curricular offerings and treir aims,
3. The pupil activity program and its objectives.,
4. The library service and its objectives.
5. The school staff -- itg personnel end organization.
6. The school plant and its squivment,
7. Pinenecisl needs.
8. Business management.
9. The asehool guldance program, .
10. Comsunity relstions organizations.
11, Rules and regulstiocns regarding school attend.
ance, home study, reports, eto,

i
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12. The commnity freguently calls upon the school for
asslstance in sctivitles which contribute to
conmmunity lmprovement.
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Members of the schocl staff are sctive in com-
mnity orgenizations such as churches, service
clubs, snd other agencles, but not to sueh an
extent as to interfere with school efficlency.

The school play arcas and gymesium sve availsble
at scheduled hours for eommmunity health educa-
tion and recreation.

The sechool librery and its services are made
available tc the public at such times and under
such conditions as will not interfere with the
school program. =

The school encourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educational, soclal, eco-
nomic, or other problems that may promote com-
rarilty welfare.

The school erncourages the orgsnization of classes
for the education of sdults and permits the use
of school faeilities by such clegses,

The suditoriuvm 1s mede avallable for commnity
ProLrams.

Clubrooms and facilitlies are made svailsble for
soclal activities of the eomwunity.

Whnenever achool facillities are made avallable to
the public, school officisls assume the re-
sponsliblility for their proper use.

The principal establishes and maintains ecordial
relatlons with local editors and reporters.

Staff mewbers snd pupils are alert to school ac-
tivities that heve news value and report them
promptly to the person in charge of publieity.

The school cooperates with other sccial and edu-
catlonal agencies of the community and helps to
coordinate all efforts to promote the welfare
of the commnity and its youth.

Patrons and pupils zre brought to veslize that
society and its ways are constantly changing
and that, therefore, the sehool end its program
rmuast also change.

Representatlive citizens of the community serve
on committees for developing better schoel and
eommunity relations. :

The school has developed an organization of pa-
trons and teachers as an importent meazna of
sscurlng better cooperation between sechool and
ecrmmanity.

Home rooms, clubs, assembly programs, school pub-
lications, and sel:ool games and entertainments
promote better understanding between sehool and
corrrunity.

Th:e school has sueh special occasions ag educa-
tion week, book week, and father-son banguet
for interpreting the school to the publie.
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(=) 29. The school has one or more special visiting days
or nlght sessions te which it invites all
parents or pupils to observe the regulsr olass
work and pupil activities.

(-} 30. The school uses verious types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
public.

(A} 3l. Bchool entertainments of various kinds are given
and are open to the public; these entertain-
ments are largely planned and given by pupils,
and many pupils participate in them.

(#) 32, Programs and exercises connected with commenc é-—
ment are used as & means of interpreting the
school, its program, and its needs to the com-
rmanity.

In the above checkllst of thirty-two items, the first
eleven relate to information for parents and community, ltems
twelve through twenty refer to community services, and items
twenty-one through thirty-two heve to do with procedures.

Of the total items, sixteen were checked (£), fifteen were
checked (-), and one was checked (0). These checks indieate
that the Lorena School is hardly meeting satisfactorily the
provislons or conditions to effect an adequate school and
community relations program.

The following evealuation questlons were marked to show
how well the Lorens School Dlstrict is meking provisions for
& satisfactory school and community relations program.

(2) a. How well is information about the school pro-
vided to the psrents and community?
(3) b. How extensive 1s the participation of staff mem-
bers in commnity life and petivities?
(2) How well does the school provide for the educa-
tional needs of its publiec?
(3) d. How well does the school provide for the recres-
tionel needs of its publie?
(3) e. How well does the sechool use the publie and school

press to promote better sehool and commnity
reletions?

&
»
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(3) £. How effectively does the school provide special
exhlbits, entertairments or similar special oc-
casions to promote guch relations?

(3) 8. How well does the commumity cooperate with the

sechool and support school projeects?

From the sbove list of seven evaluation queations, five
were glven the score of (3), and two were glven the score of
(2). This gives a school average score of (2.7), whieh is
slightly below average for secondary schools of this type.
These evaluation scorss, question by queStien, indicate that
(2) inadequate information is provided; (v) staff members
are active in community affairs: (e¢) the school is not fully
meeting the educationsl needs of the community; (4) the
schiool provides for the recreational needs of the community;
(e) the school utilizes the press for interpretation pur-
poses; (f) the school provides exhibits and entertainments;
and (g) the community cooperates in supporting the school.

Summary of evalustions and recommendations for improve-

ment. -~ Some of the strong festures of the school's publica-

tions and public-reletions program are its school newspaper
and. school yearbook, the cooperative spirit of the community,
and the needs of the community that are being met by the
gchool in forums and eivie enterprises,

It 1s recommernded that the school improve the two pub-
lications now belng used, sund get the school newspasper into
many more of the homes than at present. The school should
supply more information relative to guidance, schoel mansge-

ment, library sefvice, pupll achievement, educaticnal needs,
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financlal needs, and many other items as listed by reputable
suthorities as essentials of an adequate school interpreta-
tions program. A more concerted effort for a definite and
funetional publie-relations progrem should be encouraged by

the adminlstrative personnel.

MeGregor Sechool District

General data. ~- A general survey of the dats obtained

through the questlonnaires for the MelGregor School Pistrict
reveals a scholsstic populetion of 564 from sn estimsted
population of 4,000, in = consolidated district ares of
thirty~-five square miles, The elementary school has en en~
rollment of 430 and a faculty of thirteen teachers; the
high sehool has an enrollment of 234 and s faculty of sleven
teachers,

The administrative officers endeavor to maintain s con-
tinuous public-relstions program. The organized clubs
sponsored by the school inelude the following: Future Farmers
of America, Fubture Homemakers, Band, Choral, and BRow-Wow.
These e¢lubs serve in a very vital capacity in the interpre-
tatlon program of the school. An active Pesrent-Teachers »
Assoclation and other interests manifested by the community
are stlmulating end 2ld in an interpretation program.

The weekly assembly programs and the asnrmal commence-~
ment exerclses, which are a combination of the traditional and
the new~type, serve as effectlive iInterpretation media. The

assembly programs relaete to special days, health, religion,
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drametics, patriotiam, lyceum mmbers, pep rallies, and locsl
speskers,

The athletlec events sponsored by the school are foot-
tall, basketball, track and field events, volleyball, and
various interscholastic lesgue activities.

The school functions as a commnity center in that meny
of the larger civie and religious dinners and bangquets are
held in the school builldings. Public meetlngs of various
types are conducted in and sbout thre sehool buildings end
grounds. The school athletic fleld is utilized for the an-
nual rodeo and horse show: this event, sponsored by the
Chewber of Commerce, sttracts thousands of spectators for
each performance,

3chool publications. -- The school has no publication,

However, the school edits a regular "School News® section in

The HeGregor Mirror, School-news items are also published in

The Waco News-Tribune, The Waco Times«Herald, snd The Waco
Record. An analysis of the newspaper data as presented in
Teble 8 shows that no one of the sbove-named newapsapers would
serve as sn adsquate mediunm for school-news items. Table &
also shows the number and per cent of the high sehool popula-
tion who live in homes where €ach newspaper is received, and
the number and per cent of parents and pupils who read the

sehool-news items. The locsal newspaper, The MeGregor Mirror,

has the highest ranking in so far as the number of students
and parents is concerned. There are 124 students, or seventy-

8ix per cent, and 110 parents, or 74.8 per cent, who read this
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ABILE B

THE NUWBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOWMES REPRESENTED IN THE McGREGOR
HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TQ EACH NEWSPAPER, THE BUMBER
- AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOQL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE EACH NEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS ITEMS¥®

e b e e et e At e e i T N ot o
Homes Pupils
Items
Number | Per Cent | Humber | Per Cent
Newspapers
me WaOO I\}ewg’Tribuﬁ&. L A 91 6l'g 168 6606
T‘ ﬁe %360 Tms"ﬁ&r&lﬁ}a L O 5‘? :58t‘7 61 58) 8
The Wato ReCOord...eeecassss 46 1.3 57 35.2
The HcGregor Hirror........ 110 74.8 i24 76.0
All other newsSpapPeTrS....... S0 20.4 32 19.8
HO NewspBpPerS.ssssresnssees 518) 34.0 50 30.8
Rea&iﬁg School-News Items

Students resding school-

news 1temB.icianesenncnns 131 89.1 147 90,7
Students not reading

school-news items........ 15 10,2 15 9.8
Parents resding school-

I’iewa ite'm.sl"iﬂlﬂil'llﬂl. 120 e]wha 136 84.0
Parents not reading

school-news items....... 24 18.3 24 14,9

newspaper. The Waco Wews-Tribune ranks seeond with 66,6 per

cent for students and 61,9 per cent for parents.

Other dats

presented in the sbove~mentlioned table are Important as per-

talns to the newspaper interpretation program of thls school,
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An analysis of the news items appearing in the sechool-

edlited section of The MeGregor Mirror indicsies that the

phases of & well-balanced sechool-news section as recommended
by Farley5 were not edhered to very closely. Athletics, band,
homemeking, snd agriculture were the activities given most of
the space. 1In this school, as in other schoels, it is ques-
tionable to permit the us@lef newspaper speace for students
to delve into petty personslities such as "Who dated whom
last Thursdsy night?" as divulged by the "Super Snooper.®

In Flg. 15 a cross section of school-news items is pre-

sented as they eppesred in various issues of The MeGregor

Mirror from the opening of school on through the term of
1940~-1941. Likewlse, in Fig. 16 another group of representa-
tive erticles is presented, festuring in the main the com-
mencement exercises and the senior activities. The items
are not arranged with aﬁy degree of ssquence or of departi-
mental significance.

The items in the following cheeklist, designed to mesmsure
& school's wedia for dissemination of school news, were marked
with the proper symbols to indicste to what extent the condi-
tions or provislons were made by the McGregor School District.

(-~} 1. All work incident to the publicstion activities

of the pupils -- collection of meterisls or

news, organization, writing, publishing, and
clreculation -~ is properly supervised,

6Farley, op. cit., p. 16.
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Flg. 15. -- A cross section of school-news items that

appeared in various issues of The McGregor Mirror st the
opening of the sehool term and at varlous infervals during

the school year, 1940-1941,
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Fig. 16. ~- A cross section of school-news items thst
appeared in various issues of The McGregor Mirror during
the school year, 1940-1941, and Tezturing the closing ex-
ercises of the school and the senior sctivities.
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(~) 2. Particular attention is given to developing a
genge of responslibility on the part of pupils
for what they say in their publiesations and
the way they say it.

(£) 3. Untruth and offensiveress sre gvolded in all
publications.

(~) 4. 7Publications foster self-expression and creative
work on the part of puplls; this includes news
wrilting, edltorials, short stories, feature
stories, poetry, cartoons, i{llustrations,
jokes, layouts, hesdlines.

(0} 5. Publicatlions foster cordial reletions with other
schools by reporting outstanding achievements,
prectleing and promoting good sportsmenship in
all contests, exchange of publicastions, and
otherwise.

(-) €. BStaffs sre efficlently orgaenlzed and responsi-
billity 4s fixedy staff mewbers are seleeted on
the basis of fitness.

(0) 7. Publicabion sctivlitles are sufficiently diversi-
fied to enllst the interest and partielpation
of a2 large nuwvber of puplls,

(#) 8. Publicstions promote better school and commnity
relations, chiefly through interpretation of
the school and its activitles to the public.

(-} 9. 8chool publications have & wide ecireulstion and
are extenslvely read in school and community.

(£) 10, Over-emphasis on expensive publications 1s
avoided, .

The above checklist of ten ltems ineludes three whieh
were checked (£), five which were checked (~), and two which
were checked (0). These checks indleate that this school is
inferior in its school publicstions. This inferiority is due
in part to the faect that the school publishes neither s stu-
dent handbook nor a yesrbook.

The following svaluation questions were rated tu deter-
mine how well the MeGregor Sehool District was furnishing
media for dissemineting school news,

(2) a. How adequate are the number and frequenecy of
school publications?
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(2) b. How valusble educatlionally is the experience of
pupils in preparing and issulng school publi-
cationa?
{(2) e. Evaluate three successive lssues of all publi-
catlions,.

In the sbove evaluation questions, gach of the three
items was glven the score of (2). This indicates that the
publications of the licGregor School ere not sdequate In num~
ber, since only newspaper space is utilized. The experlences
of the pupils In preparing and lssuing the school-news items

are not adequate.

Sehool and commnity relsilons., -~ The school and com-

minity relations program provides some Information concern-
ing the evaluated school for both parents and commnity.
Some communlty services constlitute a wmesng of Interpreting
the school to the community, and varlous asctivities are used
to promote better relatlons.

The 1tema in the following checklist, designed tc measure
school snd community relations, were marked with the proper
sywbols to Indicate to what extent the conditlons oy pro-
visions were belng met by the HeGregor Sechool District.

The school furnishes the parents and community with
informetion asbout:
{~) 1. The purposes and objectives of the school.
(-} 2. The curriculer offerings and their alms.
{-) 3, The pupil activity program and its objectives.
{(~) 4., The library service and its objectives,
J 5. The school staff -- its personnel end orpenization.
(0} 6. The school plant and its equipment.
{C}) 7. Fimncial needs.
(C) 8. DPusiness management.
9. The sechool guldance program.
1C. Communlity reletions organizations.
11. RBules and regulantlions regarding schocol attend-
ance, home study, reporis, ete.



(=)

(=)

(=) 1

(#)

12.

13.

16.

21!
22‘

23,

24.
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The commnity frequently ¢alls upon the achool for
assistance in actlvities whieh contribute to
commmunity improvement.

Hembers of the school staff are sctive in com-
munity organizations suech as churches, service
clubs, and other agencies, but not to such an
extent gs to Interfere with school efficlency.

The school play areas and gymnssium are avallable
at scheduled hours for comminlty health and
recresation.

The school library and its services sre nmade
available to the publlc at such times and under
such conditions as will not interfere with the
school prograwm,

The schoel encourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educstional, socecial, eco-
nomic, or other problems that may prcmgte Com-
rmunity welfare.

The school sncourages the organization of clssses
for sdults and parmita the use of school Taeili-
ties by such clasgses.

The suditorlum is made svailable for commmunity
programs,

. Clubrooms and fecilitiss are made availsble for

gsoclal asctivities of the community.

Whenever school faclilities are made availabls to
the public, school officials assume responsi-
bility for their proper use.

The principal estsblishes and mmintains cordisl
relatlions with locel editors and reporters,

Staff mewbers snd puplls are slert to school ac-

ivitles that have news value and report them
pram@tly to the person in charge of publicity.

The school cooperates with other socigl snd edu-
cational agepcics of the cowmmnity end helps to
coordinate agll efforts to promote the welfare
of the cowpunity end its youth,

Patrons end pupils are bLrought to reallze that
socioty snd its ways sre constantly echanging
and that therefore, the school and 1ts program
wmugd alsa change.

Representative cltizens of the compunity serve

on committees for developing better school end
comuunity relations.

The sehool has developed an orgenization of patrons
snd teachers as en Important measns of securing
bvetter cooperation between school and community.

Home rooms, clubs, sssembly programs, school pub-
licationu, and qcheal games and ent@rtainmmnta
promote better understanding between school and
commanity.
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(£) 28. The school has such speclel occasions as educa-
tion week, bock week, and father-sun banquet
for interpreting the school to the publie.

(C) 29. The school has one or more speclal viaglting days
or night sessions to which it invites all
parents or pupils to observe the regular class
work and pupil setivities,

(-} 30. The school uses varicus types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
publiec,

(£) 31. School entertainments of various kinds are given
and are open to the publiecs these entertain-
ments are largely planned snd given by the
pupils and meny puplils participate in them.

{~) 32. Progrems and exercises connected with commence-
ment are used as g means of interpreting the
school, 1ts program, snd its needs to the
community.

In the sbove checklist of thivty-two items, the first
eleven relste to information for parent and community, items
twolve through twenty concern community services, snd items
twenty-one through thirty-two relate to procedures, 0f these
items, seven were checked (£), eighteen were checked (-), and
seven were cheecked (0). These checks indicate that the
sehool 18 below average, end likewise is bvelow sitanderd, in
meeting the provisions or conditions to effect an adequate
school and community relations program.

The followlng evalustion guestions were marked to show
how well the MoGregor School District 1s meking provisions
for a satisfactory school and comrunity relations prograwm.

{l) a. How well is information about the school provided
to the parents and community?

(3) b. How extenslve is the participetion of staffl mem-
bers in community life and activitles?

{2) e. How well does the school provide for the educa~
tional needs of its publie?

(2) 4. How well does the school provide for the recrea-
tional needs of its publle?
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(2) e. How well does the school use the public and
school press to promote better school and com-
mnity relptions?

{2) . FHow effectively does the school provide speclal
exliibits, entertainments or similar speecisl
cccasions to promote such relations?

{3) 8. How well does the community cooperate with the
school end support school projects?

0f the sbove list of seven svaluation questions, two
were checked (3), four were glven the score of (2), and one
was given the score of (1). The average rating score 1s (2).
These scores indicate that this school is inferior ss per-
tains to its school and comwunity relations. adequete in-
formation about the school 1s not provided to parents and
compunity, and the schoocl needs to provide more fully for the
educational and recrestional needs of the community. WMore
provisions should be made for special exhibits and enter-
tainments to promote the schooltls interpretations program.

Summary of evaluations and recommendations for improve-

ment. -- Some of the strong features of this school's public-
relations program ere an active Parent-Teachers Association,
splendid commnity support for foctball, play areas gveila-
e to children, e staff that participstes in community ac-
tivities, snd remsonably adequate newspsper publiecity.

It 18 recommended relative to the newspaper school-news
items thet the seme emphasis be glven to all departments of
the school thet is acccorded sgriculture, homemaking, band, and
athletics. The use of newspaper cuts would add greatly to the
interest of the school-news section. Teo, the elementsry

school should recelve more newspsper recognition. It is
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further recommended that the school supply more adequate
information about business management, the school staff, both
the professionsl snd the non-professional, the guldanece pro-
gram, library service, and other items. Wider use of the
school facilitles should bhe made available to the community
in increassing good will and interpretations medis. The or-
ganlzation of eclasses in adult educsation and in public forums
should be encouraged as important fsctors in setting up =&

funetlonal public-relations program.

Bruceville~-Eddy School District

General data. -- A general survey of the deta obtained

through the questionnaires revesls that the Bruceville~-Eddy
Seheool is a composite rural high school district embracing
fifty square miles of territory. From a scholastic enumera-
tion of 697, 402 are enrolled in the elewentary grades, and
145 are enrolled in the high school., The faculty personnel
consists of twelve teachers each in the clementary and high
schools,

The administrative officers endeavor to maintain a con-
tinuous public-relations program. The organized e¢lubs spon=
sored by the school ineciude the Future Farmers of Americs
Glub, Future Homewmekers Club, Music Club, and Speech Club.
These clubs serve in & very vital way in the interpretation
progrem of the school. Active parent-teachers and band-
mothers organizations ave also important factors in the in-

terpretation program.
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The weekly asgsewbly progrems and the commencement and
other school-closing exercises draw large crowds., The new-
type commencement exercises sre used In advsencing the gen-
eral aims snd philosophy of the school, The zdministration
belleves that vital school and soclal Interpretations are
obteined through these programs.

The athletic activities sponsored by the school include
football, basketball, track and field events, volleybell,
and various Interscholastic league activities. All home per-
formances of thege actlivities are held at the school build-
ing or on the sciool grounds. The support accorded by the
"fans" is enthusiastic and satisfactory.

The school functions in & very marked degree as a com-
munity center, in that it 1s located mid-way between the two
villages of Bruceville and Eddy. The sehool facilities are
used for practically all banguebts, publie meetings, and other
community sctivities. The school sponsors an annual falr,
carnival, and rodeo. The carnival and falr are cowbined and
under the susplees of the Parent-Teachers Associstion., This
event is one of the largest of its type about whieh the
writer has ever known. A portion of PFig. 17 shows a segment
of g handblll used for the advertising purposes. The scops
of this enterprise extends far beyond the boundaries of the
consolidated school district, snd it serves as & contact
wedium in the publlc-relations program.

School publications. -- The schocl has no newspaper
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publication, but submits srticles of school news to The

Waco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, and The Waco Record

in McLennan County, to the Temple Daily Telegrem 1n Bell County,

and to The Marlin Democrat in Falls County. However, date

are not avasilaeble on the lesst-nemed newspaper. The other
publication sponsored by the school is the yearbook, El
Aguila. In this disecussion the newspapers will be considered
first end the yearbook second.

An snalysis of the newspaper data as presented In Ta-
ble 9 reveals that the reading renge of the students and
parents of the Bruceville-Eddy community is wldespread. The

Waco News-Tribune ranks first in number of students and parents

who read 1t. But even this highest rank shows only fifty~
one per cent of the homes represented es recelving the news-
paper. Table ¢ slso shows the number and per cent of the
high school pepulation who live in homes where each newspaper
i3 received, and the number and per cent of parents and pu-
pils who read the school-news items.

The fact that more than eighty per cent of the students
and parents state that they read the schoocl-news ltems is
probably attributed to their having access to the yearbook
and the weekly tulletins sponsored, in mimeograph form, by
the various c¢lasses in the Engligh department. Obther data
of interest are shown in the table wentloned above,

A typlecal news item sppeering in a Waco newspaper 1is

included in Fig. 17. This type of srticle along with similer



THE NUMBER AND FER CENT

127

TABLE 9

THE HIGH SCHOOL

OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE BRUCE-
VILIE-EDDY HIGH SCHOCL THAT SUBSCR
NUMBER AND FER CENT OF

IPE TO EACH KEWSPAPER, THE
POPULATION WHO

LIVE IN HOMES WHERE EACH HEWSPAFER IS5 RECEIVED, AHD

THE NUMBER

AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND PUPILS
WHO READ THE SCHOOL~

NEWS ITEMS®

WwWa‘WWM‘ B

Home 8 Pupils
Itens
Kumber | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent
Hewspapers
The Waco News-Tribune.... 51 47.2 62 51.%7
The Weco Times-herald.... 53 30.5 36 30.0
i’ Ize %@Yaeg ﬁecom' A % B K P S 22 20.5 2"7 22. 5
Temple Daily lelegram.... 50 46.2 B0 50.0
Z17 ofher newspapélS..... 43 38.8 47 39.2
NO newspapeYS..sessssvens & 4.6 8 . 6.6
Reading Sehool-News Items
students reading school-
news ltems.....ecvso00 88 8l.5 101 84.2
Students not reading
sehool-news items...... iC T.2 12 10.0
rarents reading school-
news ltems...oeices- oo e 79 73,1 83 66,2
Parents not reading
school~-news items...... 186 14,8 18 15.0

*ppom the total tigh school enrollment of 145, only 120
pupils replied, representing 108 homes.

ones in other newspapers mentioned glves reasonable outlet

for the disseminstion of scehool information.

Along with this, the school makes free use of cirgculars,

hendbills, and printed programs, as illustrated in Pig. 17.
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The yearbook, LEl Agulla, 1s a well-organized publlica-

tion whieh prcsents the jeneral activities of the school. It

is comprised largely of pletures that include children rang-
ing frow kindergarten to senior and post-graduste status, and
professicnal and non-professional personnel ranging from the
custodisn bo the superintendent. This fact presenta a very
favorable impression. A random sampling of this publication
for the scnool yvear 1940-1941 1s exblbited in Pig. 18.

The i1tems in the following checklist, designed to measure
s sehoolts medis for disseminating school news, were marked
wlth the proper sywbols be indicate to what extent the condil-
tions or provisions were helng met by the Bruceville~-Eddy
Schoel Distriet.

(-} 1. 411 work incident Lo the publications activities
of the puplils -- collection of materials or
news, organization, writing, publishing, and
cireulation -- is properly supervised.

(-) 2. Particular attention is given to developing 2
gense of responsibility on the part of pupills
for what they say in thelr publications and the
way they say it.

(£) 3. Untruth and offensiveness are avoided in all
publications.

(.} 4, rublications foster aelf-expression and creative
work on the psrt of pupils; this includes news
writing, editorisls, short stories, feature
stories, poetry, certoons, illustratlomns,
jokes, layouis, headllnes.

(0) 5. Publications foster cordial relations with other
sehools by reporting outstendlng achievementis,
practicing ani promoting good gportsmanship in
211 contests,exchange of publications, and
otherwlse.

(-} 6. 8taffs sre efficiently organized and responsi-
pility 1s fixed; staff members are selected on
the basis of filtness,
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{~)} 7. FPublicstion sectivities are sufficiently diversi-
fied to enlist the interest and participetion
of 8 lsrge number of puplls.

{£) €. Publicatlions promote better school and commnity
reletions, chiefly tiwrough interpretation of
the school and its sctivities to the publie.

(-) 9. 8chool publications have & wide circuletion and
are extensively resd in scheool and community.

(£) 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publicstions is
avoidsd.

In the above checklist of ten items, three were checked
(£}, six were checked (-), and one was checked (0). The
item checked (0O) was unaveldable in that the conly sechool
prublication is s yearbook which could not te reasonably ex-
changed with mesny schools due bto the expense involved in
such an exchenge. These checks indicste scores below aver-
age for secondary sehools of this size and type.

The following evaluation questions were rated to deter-
mine how well the Bruceville-~Eddy sSchool District was fur-
nishing medls for disseminating school news.

{1) s. How adequate sre the number and frequency of
school publications?

{(2) b. How valusble educationally is the experience of
puplls in preparing and issuing school publli-
cations?

{3) c. Ewaluate three successive issues of wll publi-
catlions,

In the three evalustion questions sbove, relating to
school publications, one was given the score of {3), one was
given the score of (2), and one was given the score of (1).
The average score is (2), which indicates that this school
iz not satisfzsctorlily furmishing media for dissewinating
school-news items. The weak phase of the evaluasted school

is the lack of a loeal or school newspsper.
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Sehool snd commmunity relstions. -~ The school and com-

rmunity relations program provides some means of interpreting

the evaluated school., Community services and other asctivi-

ties of the school may be used,

The items in the following checklist, designed to measure

school and commnity relations, were marked with the proper

symbols to indicate to what extent the conditions or pro-

visions were belng met by the PBruceville-Eddy Sechool District.

The school furnishes the parents and community with
information about:

i

&

N N P, i o~ P, O, o, pe,

FOCOCOE Yoy

w

;:

(£)
(#)

(£)

(£}

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6,
7.
8,
9.
10,
11.

12,

135.

14.

i6.

i7.

The purposes and objectives of the school,

The eurrilcular offerings and thelr simas,

The pupll activity program and its objectives.

The library service and its objectives.

The school staff ~- its personnel and orgaenization.

The school plant and its equipment.

Finsncial nesds.

Business management.

The school guidence program.

Commnity relstions organlizetions.

Rules end regulations regaerding school sttend-
ance, home study, reports, ete.

The community frequently caslls upon the school for
asslstanee in activities which contribute to
community irprovement.

Members of the school staff are asctive in com-
mnity organizations such as churches, service
elubs, and other ageneles, but not to such an
extent as to interfere with school efficiency.

The school play areas and gymasium sre avallsble
at scheduled hours for community health edu-
catlion and recreation.

The school library and its services are made
avallable to the vublic at such times and under
such conditions as will not interfere with the
school program.

The school encourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educational, soclal, eco-
nomic, or other problems that may promote com-
munlty welfare.

The suditorium 1s mede available for commuanity
programs,
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(=) 18. The school encourages the organizstion of classes
for the education of adults and permits the
use of school faecilitics by such elasses.

(£) 19. Clubrooms and facilitles are made available for
soclisl activities of the commnilty,

(£} 20. Whenever school faecilitics are mede available
to the publle, school officials masume responsi-
bility for thelr proper use.

(=) 21. The prineipal establishes and mainteins cordial
relations with local editors and reporters.

(-) 22. Staff members snd pupils avre slert to school ac-
tivities that have news value and report them
promptly to the perscn in charge of publicity.

(~) 23. The school ecooperates with other socilal and edu-
cational agencles of the commmnity and helps
to coordinate all efforts to promote the wel-
fare of the commmunity and its youth.

(£) 24. Patrons and pupils are brought to realize that
society end its ways are constantly changing
and that, therefcre, the school and its progism
must also change.

(£) 25. Representative citizens of the commnity serve
on committees for developing better school and
commnity relations.

(£#) 26, The school has developed an organization of pa-
trons end teachers as an important means of
secur ing better cooperation between school and
coppunity,

(£) 27. Home rooms, clubs, assembly programs, achool
publications, and school gemes and entertain-
ments promote better understanding between
sehool and commnity.

(#) 28, The school has such snecisl ceccasions as educa-
tlon week, book week, snd Tather-son banquet
for interpreting the school to the publie.

(=) 29. The school has one or more speclal visiting days
or night sessions to which it invites all parents
or puplls to cbserve the regular class work and
pupll activities.

(#) 30. The sehool uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to thre
public.

(#) 31, School entertainments of various kinds are given
and are copen to the publiecs these entertain-
ments are largely plenned and given by pupils,
and many pupils particlpste in them.

(#) 32. Programs snd exerclses connected with commence-
ment are used as a means of Interpreting the
school, 1ts program, and its needs to the com~
manity.
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In the above checklist of thirty-two items, the first
eleven relate to informstion for parent and community, items
twelve through twenty concern community services, and items
twenty-one through thirty-two relate to procedures. 1In
this cheecklist, thirteen ltems were checked (-), fifteen
were checked (£), and four were checked (0). These checks
indicate thet the Bruceville-Eddy School 1s barely average
in meeting the provisions or conditions to effect an adequate
school and community relstions program,

The following evaluation questions were marked to show
how well the Brueeville-Eddy School District is making pro-
visions for & satisfasectory school and community relsotions
program.

(2) e. How well 1s informetion about the school provided
to the parents and commnity?

(3) b. How extensive 1s the participation of staff mem-
vers in commnity life and activities?

(2) c. How well does the sechool provide for the educa-
tional needs of its publiec?

(3) d. How well does the school provide for the reeres-
tional needs of 1ts publie?

(3) e. How well does the school use the publiec and
school press to promote better school and com-
minity relations?

(8) f. How effectively does the school rrovide special
exhibits, entertainments or similar speeial
occeslions to promote such relations?

(3) 8. How well does the community cooperate with the
schiool and support school projects?

In the above list of seven evaluation gquestions, five
were glven the score of (3), and two were glven the score of
{£). The school's score on all items is (2.7), whiech is
slightly below average in the matter of school and community

relations.
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summary of evaluations and recommendations for improve-

ment. -- Some of the strong features of the sehool's public-
relations progrem are the progress made in recent yeers to-
ward a more unlfied school program, an active Parent-Teachers
Association, a zecalous band-mothers' orgaeniszation, a well-
edlted yeerbook, school facilities aveileble for commmnity
use, and other ltems.

The schocl does not heve adequaste or satisfactory news-
paper publications, As a result, the commnity does not re-
celve adequate information concerning pupil activities, edu-
cational needs, objectives of the school, subjeet offerings,
finanecial needs, and many other phases of the school program,
accomplishments, and administration.

It is recommernded that the school publish a bi-weekly
or monthly school newspaper of the mimeographed type. A
press or publications elub should be organized snd sponsored
by a member of the faeulty; or, better still, = clud SPOn-~
sored jointly by en English teacher and a comwereial tescher
should be orgerized and encouraged in its efforts.

As medlis for incressing good will and for interpreta-~
tlon purposes 1t is further recommended that the sehool en-
courage forums of an educational nature and sponsor the or-
ganlzatlion of adult elssses. The school should provide
special exhibits of e¢lass end departmental work and hold open
house at intervesls during the sechool year as interpretations

medis.
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Hoody Sechool Distriet

General data. -~ A survey of the dsta obtained through

the questionnaires reveals that the Moody School District is
a consollideation of several small school communities embracing
eighty~eight square miles., In aeddition to this, three ad-
Jaeent school districts transfer s part or 211 of thelr pu-
rils to the Hoody School, From sn estimated population of
2,500, the seholastic census emumeration is 557, Of thess,
370 are ermrclled in the grammer school with s faculty of

ten teachers, and 170 are enrolled in the high school with &
faculbty of eight teschers.

The administrative officers have plans for a definite
and functional public~-relstlons program. The school sponsors
organized clubs as follows: Fubure Farmers of America,
Future Homemskers, Texas History Club, and Band Club. Three
assenbly programs are held weekly, one each for the primary
grades, the upper elementery grades, and the high school.
The commencement exerclses are of the new type and are used
in & very effective degree in the interpretations program.
The average attendsnee at these exercises ia approximetely
760 people,

Athletie events sponsored by the school inelude foot-
ball, basketball, volleyball, track and field events, snd
various other activitlies as cutlined by the intersacholastic

lesgue association, All sthletlc events are reascnably well
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supported by the school and by the community at large, and
serve as Interpretations media,

Community sctlvitles sponsored by the school inelude
meny social phases of the school and commnity 1ife such as
dinners or banquets, recrestional programs, commnity falrs,
style shows, defense shops, and Ares VII Agricultural Live-
stock Judging Conteats. The school frellities are utilized
for any needed community asctlvities of s public nature.

School publicatlons. -- The school sponsors no publica-

tion. However, the school edits s "School-News Section” in

The Moody Courier, aml occasionaelly prepares mimeographed

bulletins and letters which are sent out into the commnity.
Intermittent school-news items are submitted to the larger
daily and weekly newspepers of Waco.

An Insight is given in Table 10 as to the mumber and per
cent of the homes represented in the high school that sub-

seribe to The Weco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, The

Weco Record, and The Moody Courier. Table 10 also shows the

number and per cent of the high school population who live
in homes which recclve eseh newspaper, and the number snd
per cent of parents snd puplls who resd the school-news
items,

From the standpoint of circulation, The Moody Courier

ranks first smong the students and parentss however, only
65.7 per cent of the students and 62.7 per cent of the

parents receive this newspaper. The VWaco News-Tribune ranks




TABLE 10

THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE HOMES REFRESENTED IN THE MOODY
HIGH SCHOOL THAT SUBSCRIBE TO EACEH NEWSPAPER, THE NUMBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE EACH NEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS ARD
PUPILS WHO READ THE SCHOOL-NEWS ITTEMSH

Homes Pupils
Ttema

Number | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent

Hewspapers
The Waco Hews-Tribunc..... 58 42.3 82 42.4
The Waco Times-Herald..... 38 27.7 38 26.0
The Waco Becord,.....e,... 26 18.0 30 20.5
m I\ﬂﬁaay 00111"131'. LI AR ) o‘c L3R O ] gﬁ 6217 96 651’7
ATI othHer newspapers...... 44 32.1 50 34,2
HO Newspapers..ee.verevess 14 1C.2 14 9.6

Reading School-News Items

Students resding school-

News Items. coenneneenn, 104 75.9 120 £2.2
Students not resding :

school-news items...... . 24 17.5 26 17.8
Parenta reading schoole

news items........... sea | B0 21.% a2 21,9

*prom the total high school enrollment of 170, only 146
pupils replied, representing 135 homes.
second with 42.4 per cent and 42.3 per ecent, respectively.
Other data in the table reveal that this sgchool is not ade-
quately resching its public by sny one or more of the news-

paper publications.
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4n analysis of the school-news ibems appearing in The

ot

Hoody Courler reveals some splendid edltorial work. The

gehool-news itews are well motivated by pictures. of the
bulldings, faculty, and schocl-board personnel, teams, band,
choral club, pep sguad, and senlor class, Figure 19 reveals
a cross sectlon of the school-news items appearing in The

Hoody Courler from the opening of a sghool term and during

the aschool year, 1040-19041. Figure 20 is 8 similer cross
section of school-mews ltems eppearing during the year but
with special emphesls glven to senlor setivities, commence-
ment programs, and closing exercises. In neither of the
figures referred Lo above does the arrsngement adhere to any
degres of sequence nor of deparimental srrangement.

According to Fhrle§437 evaluation of the various phases
of school-news ltems, sope improvements could be made in rank
as to what the perents are interested in resding.

The distribution of space for topics such as pupil
progress, pupll achlevement, health, subject offerings, at-
tendenece, methods of instruction, teacher and sdwministrative
personnel, school-board mewbers, buildings, business manage-
ment, and school flnance seems insdequate.

The type ol school-news articles appesring In the warious
Waco newspapers ls shown in Filg, 10, along with news items
from other schivols of this vicinity.

The items in the followlng checklist, designed to measure

a schoolt's medle Jor disseminating school news, were marked

WFarley, op. eit., p. 16.
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19, -- A cross section of school-news items that

in

various issues. of The Moody Courier at the open-

ing of the school term and at various intervels during the
school year, 1940-1941.
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wilth the proper syrbels to indicate to what extent the condi-
tiona or provisions were beling wet by the Moody School Dis-
trict.

(-} 1. A1l work lncident te the publication activities
of the puplls -~ collection of materisls or
news, organlzation, writing, publishing, and
clirculstion ~~ 18 properly supervised.

(=)} 2. Partieular attention is givern to developing a

- sense of responsibility on the part of pupils
for what they say in thelr publicetions and the
way they say 1t.

{£) 3. Untruth and offensiveness are avoided in all
publications.

(-} 4. Publications foster self-expression and creative
work on the part of pupilsy this includes news
writing, editorlals, short stories, festure
stories, poetry, cartoons, 1llustrations,
jokes, layouts, heerdlines.

(~)} 5. Publicatlons foster cordial relstlons with other
schools by reporting outstanding schievements,
practicing and promoting good sportsmanship in
all contests, exchange of publications, and
otherwlse,

(=) 6. Staflfs sre efficlently organized and responsi-
bllity is fixed: staff members sre sslected on
the basls of thelir fitness.

(0) 7. Publication activitles are sufficiently diversi-
fled to enlist the interest and participation
of & layrge numbey of puplls.

(£} 8. Publicstions promote better school and gorpmnity
relations, chiefly through interpretation of
the school and its sctivities to the publie.

{(«) 9. School publications have a wide circulation and
are extensively resd in school and community.

(£) 10. Over-emphasis on expensive publications is
avolided,

in the sbove checklist of ten ltems, three were checked
(£), six were checked (-), and one was checked (U)., The last
was due to the fact that the school simply submits articles
to the newspaper 1n = genersl fashior, not organized under a
school-news section. The checks Indicate that this school is

below average for seeondary schools of this type.
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The following eveluatlion questions were rated to deter-
mine how well the Moody S3chool District was furnishing medis
for disseminsting sehool news.

(2) a, How adequate are the number and frequeney of
school publications?

(2) b. How valuable educatlionally is the experience of
puplils in prepsring and lssuing school publica-
tions?

{3) ¢. Evaluate three successive issues of all publi~
cations.

In the three svaluations sbove relating to sehool pub-
lications, one was reted (3) and two are rated (2). The av-
erage for the school is (2.3), which is not satisfactory.

The weak phases of this school are in the insdequasey of num-
ber and frequency of the publications, and in the lack of
educational experience of the puplls 1ln preparing and lasuing
the school publiestions.

Sghool snd community relations. -~ The school and com-

munity relations program provides some Informetion coneerning
the evaluated school for both parents and comminity. Some
commmunity services constitute s means of interpretation, and
various activities are used to promote better relestions.

The items in the following checklist, designed to measure
school and cormmunity relations, were merked with the proper
symbols to indicate tc what extent the conditions or pro-
visions were being met by the NMoody School District.

The school furnishes the parents snd community with

information about:

(=) 1. The purposes snd objectives of the school.
) 2 2. The curriculsr offerings and thely aima,

(=
(=) 3. The pupil activity program and its objectives.
(-) 4, The livrary service and its objectives,
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5. The school staff -~ its personnsl and corgenisation.

6, The school plant and 1ts eguipment.

7. PFinsnclal needs.

3 Business management.

9. The school guldance program.

10. Community relations organizations,

11. Rules and regulations regsrding school attend-
ance, home study, reports, ete.
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(£) 12. The community frequently calls upon the school
for assistance in setivities which contribute
to community improvement.

(-) 13. Members of the school staff are active in com-
munity organizatlons such as churcheas, service
¢lubs, snd other agencies, but not to such an
extent as to interfere wlth school efficlency.

(£) 14. The school play areas and gymnasium are available
at scheduled hours for comminliy health edu-~
cation and recreation.

(-} 15. The school library and its services are made
svallable to the public at such times and
under such conditions as will not Interfere
with the school program,

{(~) 16. The school encourages the holding of public
forums for the discusslion of educational, so-
clel, economie, or other problems that may pro-
mote community welfeare.

(=) 17. The school enecoursges the organization of c¢lasses
for the education of adults and permits the
uge of school faellities by such eclasses.

{(£) 18. The auditorium is made available for community
programs,

(£) 16. Clubrooms and feellities are mede available

, for social setlvities of the community.

{£) 20. Whensver school facllities are made avallable
to the publiec, school officials assume re-
sponsibllity for thelr proper use,

(£) 21. The prineipal establishes and maintains cordial
relations with loecsal editors and reporters.

(-) 22. Steff members and puplls ere alsrt to school ac-
tivities that have news wvalue and report them
promptly to the person in charge of publieity.

(£) 23. The school cooperates with other social and edu-
cationel sgencies of the community sand helps
to eocordinate all efforts to promote the wel-
fare of the community and its youth,

{(=~) 24, Patrons and pupils sre brought to realize that
society and its ways are constantly changing
and that, therefore, the school and its pro-
grem nust also change.
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(«) 85. Representatlve eibizens of the community scrve
on committees for developing better school
and commmunity relations.

(£) 26. The school has developed an orgenization of pa-
trons and teachers as an important means of
seeuring better cooperation between sehool
and comemnity.

(#) 27. Home rooms, clubs, assenbly programs, school pub-
lications, and school games snd entertalnments
promote better understending between sechool
and eommnity.

{#£) 28, The school has such special occasions ss edu-
cation week, book week, snd father-son banquet
for interpreting the school to the publie.

(0) 29. The school has one or more special visiting days
or nights to whieh it invites =1l parents or
puplls to observe the regular claess work and
pupil activitiss.

(~) 30. The school uses verious types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
publie, :

(£) 31. School entertainments of various kinds are
given and are open to the publies; these en~
tertainments are largely plammed and given by
pupils and msny pupils participate in them.

(#) S2. Programs snd exerclses connected with commence-
ment are used ss a means of Interpreting the
school, its program, and its needs to the
eomrmnity.

In the above ehecklist of thirty-two items, the first
eleven relate to informstion for parents and community, items
twelve through twenty refer to eommnity services, and items
twenty-one through thirty-two heve toc do with procedures.

Of the total items, thirteen were checked (#), seventeen

were checked (-), and two were checked {0). These checks in~
dicate that the Moody School 1s not satisfactorily meeting
the conditions or provisions to effeect an adequate sehool and
community relations program.

The following evaluation questions were marked to show
how well the Moody School District is making provisions for

a satisfactory school and community relations progream,
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(2) a. How well is informetion about the sechool provided
to the parents and eommmnity?

(3) b. How extensive 1s the participation of staff mem-
bers in community life and activities?

(3) c. How well does the school provide for the educa-
tional needs of its publile?

(3) d. How well does the school provide for the recres-
tlonal needs of its publie?

(3) e. How well does the school use the public and
selool press to promote better school snd com-
munity relstions?

(2} £. PBow effectively does the school provide special
exnibita, entertaimments or similer special
occasions to promoite such relations?

(2) g. How well does the commmunity cooperate with the
sehool and support sehool projects?

In the above list of seven evaluation gquestions, four wers
given a score of (3), and three were given a score of (2).
This 1s sm average score of (2,8}, or bvelow the average for
school and community relstions for schools of this type.
Information about the school is not adequetely sccessible
to the parents and the ecommmunity; the sehool exhibits are
not sdequate; and the commnity does not lend the fullest
cooperation to school projecgts,

Summary of eveluations and recommendations for improvew

ment. -~ Some of the commendsble festurss of this school are
an active Parent-Teachers Assoclation, a steff interested in
community activities, the school faeilities svailable for
comunlity use, a reasonably adequete program for the sduca-
tional needs of the community, and the friendly relationship
with the newspsper edibor.

It 1s recommended, however, thst to be an effective

medium, the elrculation of The Moody Courier should be grestly

inereased so as to be in every home of the students and as
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many other homes of the communlty as possible. If the cir-
culation cannot be grestly inereased, a school newspaper
of the mimeographed type should be considered. Not too mueh
emphasis should be placed on artieles of a purely local ne-
ture to appear in other newspspers of Waco and vicinlty.
The responsibility of school-news editing should be placed
upon one or two stalf members, possibly one from the English
department and one teacher of typewriting.

It 1is further recommended that the grammar sechool and
various departments of the high school be given the same
recognition as athletics, vocetional sgriculture, and home-
making.

Other school publications for the conveying of inter-
pretatlon purposes should be considered ss the problem is
studied.

It is recommended that attention be accorded the ssghool
in becoming asn even greater communlty center; thet publie
forums and clesses in gdult education be encouraged, and that
recreatlional sctivities be continued and enrieched as in-

terpretations medila,

Fiesel Sehool District

General dsta. -- The data obtalned through the gquestilon-

nailres reveal thsat the Riesel School District is s consoli-
Gation of seversl small school communities embrecing en ares
of fifty square nmiles. In addition to this, several adjscent

sechool digtriets either transfer or sontraset to the Riesel
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School. Trom en cstimated commnity population of 2,000,
the scholastic emumeration 1s 475. Of this nunber, £20 are
enrolled In the elementary grades with a faculty of seven
teachers, and 132 are enrolled in the high school with a
faculty of seven teachers.

The administrative officers state that they have no
definite public-relations program., However, the study re-
veals that evldences of sn Interpretstions program sre in
effect. The school edits a representative schoocl-news columm

under the title, "The Indien," in the Riesel Rustler. The

sehool 1s & member of the Texaé High School Press Assoclation,
and the editorlal steff has mede acceptable progress in re-
cent months, .

The sechool sponsors three organized glubs, the Press
Club, the Future Farmers of Amerieas, a2nd the Future Home-
makers, Assembly programs are held bi-weekly with s wide
variety of programs being presented, The new~type commence-
ment program has been inbtroduced and the commmunity response
has been very sncouraging. Iarge public audiences stbtend
the closlng exercises of the school. These sctivitles serve
a8 Iinterpretations media.

Athletlc events sponsored by the school include foot-
vall, volleytall, basketball, track and field events, and
various other asctivities initlated through the interscholastic
league. The students and the people of the community support
all the athletic activitles very sstisfactorily.
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Commnlty acltivities sponsored by the school include the
annual commmnity fair and stock show, the Arezm VIII Voea-
tional Agriculture group meeting, defense shop program, and
the annual style show under the susplcss of the homemaking
department. The school serves as & commniiy center in all

civic enterprises and public recreational activitiles.

School publlicalions. -- The Riesel Sehool sponsors the

school-news column, "The Indien,"” in the Rlesel Rustler, but

has no sehool publication. However, at intervals, as a need
presents ltselfl, mimeographed bulletins are distributed to
the students. In additlon to the two nmedis mentioned, school.
news items are submitbed to tﬁe largefdéily and wsekly news-
papers of Waco.

An insight is given in Table 1l as to the number and per
cent of the homes represented in the high sechool that sub-

scribe to The Waco News-Tribune, The Waco Times-Herald, The

Haco Hecord, and the Riesel Rustler. Table 11 =zlso shows

the nusber and per cent of the high school population who
live in homes where each newspaper 1s recelved, and the num-
ber and per cent of parents and pupils who vead the school-
news ltems. In the teble it may be observed that the Riesel
Rustler has a clirculstion among 95.2 per cent of the student
body and among 88.2 per cent of tle homes of the students
represented, This is =2 splendid showing. However, it is
noted that the clreulstion of other newspspers is not very

high. The Waco News-~-Tribune heads the list with only




TABLE 11

THE NUMBER AXD PER CENT OF THE HOMES REPRESENTED IN THE RIESEL
HIGH SCHOOL TUAT SUBSCRIRE TO EACH VEWSPAPER, TVFE NUMBER
AND PER CENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOIL POPULATION WHO LIVE
IN HOMES WHERE BACH WEWSPAPER IS RECEIVED, AND
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PARENTS AND
PUPILS WO READ TH: SCHOOIL~-NEWS ITEMSH

ey b e e e e B i
Homes Pupils
Items
Rumber | Per Cent | Numbeyr | Per Cent
Newspapers
The Waco News-Tribune.... 53 56.3 60 57.1
The Weco Timss-Teraid.... 26 27.6 29 27.6
The WecO ReCOT(. cvsresrss 30 31.9 34 32.4
a%{ 93&1 Aﬁ’ustl&r; * g . P RS Eow 65 8812 IOO 95‘2
A11 other newspepers..... 16 17.0 19 18,1
HO newspapers. .ueeseeanns 1 1.0 1 0.9
Reading Sehool-News Ttems

Students reading school-

news 1tems. e incncrnnos 04 100.0 108 100.0
Students not reading

school-news ltems...... G o C o
Forents repding school-

nGWS itelﬂs;...c EEE N I Y RN R ) 81 86.2 98 95’2
Parents not reading

school-news ltems,..... 6 6.3 8 6.6

*Prom the total high school enrollment of 132, only 105
puplls replled, rerresenting ninety-four homes.

57.1 per cent of the students and 56.3 per cent of the

parents,

Some other interesting dats revealed by this taeble

are thet the students report ome hundred per cent as resding
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school news, and that the perents report 83.5 per cent as
readlng school news.
An analysis of the school-news ltems appearing in the

Riesel Hugtler reveals some well-edited work, However, ac-

cording to Farlay'sa survey, 1t secms evident that athleties
is accorded too great an amount of the newspapc® space.
Figure 21 pressnts & cross section of the senrool-nows iltems
that appesred from the opening of school and during the
sehool year of 1940-1941. The distribution of space allotbed
is not adequate for suclh. voplcs as pupll progress, pupll
achievement, heslth, subject offerings, teachers, school
officers, attendence, school bulldings, business menagement,
and school finance.

Figure Z2Z is a representative cross section of school-

news ltems gppearing in the Klesel Rustler durlng the school

year, 1940-1641, and emphosizing the type of publicity given
to commenecenent exercises and ithe other phases of the schipolls
closing programs,.

The type of schoolenews srileles appearing in the vapri-
ous Waco papers is ghown in Fig. 10, slong with news items
from othwer schools of the vieiniby.

The items in the following checklist, designed to measure
a school's media for disseminabing school news, were marked
withh the proper symbols to indicate to what extent the condie

tions or provislons werc being meb by the Riesel School.

BFarlay, op. cit., p. 18,
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411 work incldent to the publication sctivities
of the pupils ~- collectlion of materisls or
news, organiszation, writing, publishing, and
circulation -~ 1s properly supervised.

Particular sttention is gilven to developing a
gense of responsibility on the part of pupills
for what they say in their publications and
the way they say it.

Untruth and offensivensess are avolded in all
publications.

Publications foster self-expression end creative
work on the part of puplls; this Ineludes news
writing, editorials, short stories, leature
stories, poetry, cartoons, illustrations,
jokes, layouts, headllines.

Publications foster cordial relstions with other
schools by reporting outstending schievements,
practieing and promoting good sportsmanship in
all contests, exchange of publicatlons, and
otherwige.

staffs sre efficlently orgsnized asnd responsi-
Pility is fixed; staff members are selected on
the basis of fitness.

Publication sctivities are suffilciently diversi-
fied to enlist the interest and participabion
of a large number of pupils.

Fublications promote better schoocl and commnity
relations, chiefly through Interpretation of
the school and its activities to the public.

Bchool publisetions have a wide cireulation and
are extensively resd in sehool and commnity.

10. Over-emphasis on expensive publicstlions is

svolded,

the above cheoklist of ten items, seven were checked

(£) and three were checked (~). This Indicates that this

school is sbove the average zs coneerns the school-news-

paper section alene; but the fact that there are no other

publications indiecates thet the school is not furnlshing ade-

guete media for s public-relgtions program.

The followling evsaluation questions were rated to deter-

mine how well the Riesel School Pistrict was furnishing medla

for disseminating school news.
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(2) a. How adequate mre the number and frequency of

sehool publications?

(2) . How valusble educationally is the experience of

pupils in preparing and issuing school publi-
cations? .

(3) ¢e. Evaluate three successive ilssues of all publi-

cations.

In the evaluation of the three items above, one was
glven a score of (3) and two were given a sscore of (2)., This
is an average score of (2.3) for the school, whieh is far
below the average for sehools of this type. The number and
frequency ¢f sehool publiecations, and the educastional ex-
periences of the pupils in prepsring the publicetions are in-
adequate.

School and community relations. -- The school and com-

minity relations program provides some information concerning
the evaluated school for both parents and community. Some
commmunity services constitute a means of Interpretstion, and
verious activities are used to promote better relations.

The items In the following checklist, designed to measure
school and eommunity relations, were marked with the proper
symbols to indicate to what extent the conditions or PrO-
visions were being met by the Riesel School District.

The school furnishes the parents and copmunity with
Information sboutb:

{(-) 1. The purposes and objectives of the school.

{-) 2, The curricular offerings and thelr aims.

3. The pupil mctivity progrem and its objectives.
4. The librery service and its objectives.

5. The school staff -~ its persommel and organization,
The school plant and its equipment.

7. FPinancisl needs.

8. Business management.

8., The achool guidance program.
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Commnity relations organizations.
Rules and regulstions regerding school attend~
ance, home study, reports, sbe..

The community fregquently calls upon the school for
asslgtsnce in actlivities which contribute to
commnity improvement.

lMembers of the school staff are active in com-
munity organizations such as churches, service
clubs, and other ageneies, but not to such an
extent as to Interfere wlth school efficleney.

The school play sreas and gymnasium are avalls-~
ble at scheduled hours for commanity health
education and recreation.

The school library and 1ts services sre made
available to the publiec at such times and under
such conditions =8 will not iInterfere with the
school program.

The school encourages the holding of public forums
for the discussion of educational, social, eco-
nomic, or other problems that may promote com~
manity welfare,

The school encoursages the organization of classes
for the education of adults and permits the use
of school facilitles by such elasses.

The auditorium is mede available for community
LYo ETams. :

Clubrooms end facilitles are made avallsble for
soclial asctivities of the community.

Wihenever school faeclilities are mede availsble
to the public, school offleials mssume responsi-
bility for thelr proper use.

The prinelipsl esteblishes and maintains cordilal
relgtlons with local editors end reporters,

S8tafl members and pupils are alert to sehool se-
tivitles that have news velue and report them
to the verson having charge of publieity.

The school cooperates with other social and edu-
catlonal agencles of the communlty and helps to
coordinate ull efforts to promote the welfare
of the community and its youth.

Patrons and pupils are brought to realize thet
gsoclety and lts ways are constantly changing
and that, therefore, the school and its program
rmist also change.

Representative citlizens of the community serve
on compittees for developing better school and
cormmunity relations.

The school has developed sn organization of pa-
trons and teachers as an important mesns of
securing better cooperation between school and
community.,
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(£) 27. Home rvooms, clubs, assembly programs, and
school publications, and school gemes and
entertalinments promote bebter understanding
vetween sghool and commanity.

(£) 28. The school hss such aspecial occasions ss educa-
tion week, book week, and father-zon banquet
for interpreting the school to the public.

(0) 29. The school has one or more speclel visiting days
or night sessions to which it invites sll
parents or pupils to obaerve the regular class
work and pupll activities,

(~) 30. The schocl uses various types of exhibits and
demonstrations to interpret its work to the
publie.

(£) 31l. Bchool entertalmments of warious kinds sre glven
and are open to the publicy; thesze entertaln-
ments are largely planned and glven by pupils,
end meny pupils participate in themn,

(£) 32. Programs snd exercises connected with commence-
ment apre used as a means of interpreting the
school, its program, and its needs to the
conprunity.

In the above checklist of thirty-two items, the first
eleven relste to informetion for parents and commnity, items
twelve through twenty refer to commnity services, and items
twenty~one through thirty-two heve to do with procedures. Of
the total items, sixteen were checked (), eleven were checked
(=), and five were checked (0). These cheeks indicate that
the Riesel School is fairly satisfactory in meeting the pro-
vislons and conditions to effect an adequate sehool and come
munity relations program.

Commendeble among these items ere the following: (&) the
comrunlty frequently calls upon the school for asssistances
(b} school facllities are avslilable for publiec sctiviticas
(o) cordial relations are meintained with the local sditorsy

(d) the school cooperates with the commmnity; (e) 1t has
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elub organizations: (f) 1t observes speciaml weeks; and (g) 1t
hes school entertainments and exercises,

The followling evaluntion questlons were marked to show
how well the Riesel School Distriet is meking provislons for
a satlsfactory school and community relastions progrem.

(2) a. How well is informebtion about the se¢hool provided

to the parents and commnity?

{3} b. How extensive is the participsation of staff mem-
bvers in community life snd activitiles?

(2) c. How well does the school provide for the edu- -
cational needs of its publice?

(3) d. How well does the scheol provide for the recrcea-
tionel needs of 1ts publie?

(3) e. FHow well does the school use the public and
school press to promote better school and com~
runity relations?

(3) £f. How effectively does the school provide specilsal
exhibits, entertelinments or similar special oce-
caslions to prowmote sueh relastions?

(2) g How well does the community cooperate with the
school and support school projects?

In the above list of seven evaluation questions, six
ltems were given » score of (3), and one item was given a
acore of (2). 'These scores Indicate, question by question,
that (a) informetion about the school is provided to the
parents and comrunity; (b) staff mewbers are reasonably
active in the community sasctivities; {c¢) the school is not
fully providing for the educationsl needs of the commnitys
(d) average provislions are made for recreational needs;

{e) the school uses the public press to promote better school
and comrunity relatlions: (f) specilal exhibits and entertain-
ments are used for interpretations purposes; and (g) the
commmunity cooperastes with and supports school projectis to

- a ressonable depgree.
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Summary of evaluations end recommendations for Ilmprove-

ment. -~ Some of the commendable Teatures of thls school's
public-relations nrogram are the school-news section, use-~
fulness in serving a2s a community center, the defense shop
program, adequate publle progrsmy for interpretation pur-
poses, and other commendsble activities,

It i1s recommended that the school continue to improve

te newspaper contributions and mske grester use of more
county newspapers. It is also recommended that the school
continue to sncourage and enrich the programs and entertain-
ments now being sponsored by the school, and to employ
special exi:ibits end special visitstion days for open house
8 Interpretations media.

The school should encourage public forums and the
crganization of classes in adult eduecatlon; through the two
activitics mentloned, the communlity would tend to become
more unified in 1ts thinking snd reactions to an interpre-
tations and a public-relatlions program.

It is further recommended that the school consider the
feasibllity of additlonal school publiestions for a better

interpretations program.



CHAPTER IV
QONCLUBIONS AFD REQUMMERDATIORS

Conelusions

The problem presented in this study was to make an
eveluation of the publie~relations programs of the eleven
efiilisted four-yeasr high schools in Melsnnan County, Texss.
An analysis of the da%g presented relative Lo eseh of the
cleven schools seems to justify the followling conelusions:

1. The sdministrative officers snd school aiaff are
noet giving sufficlent thought anﬁ merited recognition to the
public-relations progrsms of the evalusted schools.

2. The publications sponsored by the schools are not
sdemate in numpber snd frequency of publicstion, snd the uses
made of Waeo newspapers are not adequate.

3. The items reported in the newspspers should be more
gqually distributed over the ﬁﬁtive educetionsl program and
the conmunity interests, to eonform %o the recomendstion of
the recognisged suthorities. There ls an spparent need of
gupervislon of the editorial steff.

4. The survey irndicstes thet the educstlonal experiences
of the pupils in prepariny snd issuing school publlestlons
are too 1iLulted in thelr scope.

159
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5. Toedequate organigation for publlieations clubs is
in evidence. |

&. The circulation of publications within the sehool
gomrunity and the exehange of publiestions bebtween sehools
are too limited,
U 7. Too few of the schools heve mny relstlonship with
Press arg&ﬁia&&i&ms, and no provisione are made for the ex-

ehange of publleations with other scheoclis.

budget for fineneing their school publieationa.

Recommerxistions

tn the bvasis of the ecnelusions drawn, the following
genersl recommerdations ere made for the evsluabted schools:

1. The sdrinistrative officers and school staff should
glve more recognition te the problem of organising and pro-
mobing & selentiflcally organized and o functional publie-
relations progrem in sseh school., The plans presented by
voehlmen® in Fig. 1 snd by Grimnell® in Fig. 2 merit care-
ful study. Sines the Hawbramek Flan hes been given favorable
recognition by many of the outstending educstlional leaders,
it should be glven careful conslideration. In every sehool,
regardless of aims or purposes, some type of publie-relations

prograx is in effect: 1t should be = constructlve program.

lppthur B, Moehlmsn, fublic School Relations, p. 25.

27, irle Grinnell, Iﬁt&?ﬁ?ﬁtiﬁg{ﬁﬁ@ Fyblic Schools,
Te 47, :
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2. Provisions fﬁr adequaey of pumber and frequency of
rublications should be made. The three schools having no
loesl newspapers shoulé conslder some mimeographed type of
publicationy grester use should be made of the ¥acC news~
papers by all schools; yearbook publiestions should be op-
tional with eceh school., Bullebins, news lettera, snd hand-
pills ere recommended for use zs the need ariasgs.

3. The school-news items reported in the newspapers
should be mors eonally distributed over the entlire eduen~
tionel program end the community interests. The editorial
staff should study Noehiman's® plan, in considering the
toples ond sgencles for interpretation. A suggested list
of items for school newspapers and bulletins ls Incorw
porated in the Appendix. Interests in the topice of school
news, agcording to Parley's? investigstlon, es previously
presented on pages 38-33 of this thesls, are recommended for
study.

4, The sducationsl exporiences of the puplls in the 2ole
leetion, preparction, organization, cireulatlon, creative
work in news writing, cartoons, festures, illustrations,
layouts, ebe., should be enrlched. The types of publications
ghould be sufflciently diversified as to enlist the Intevests

of large munbers,®

Sgoehlmen, Publie School Relations, p. 28.

Spglmont Farley, What te Tell the Feopls sbout the Publie

5(’:&@@1&, Pw 16.

Sgvaluative Criteris, p. 43.
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5. Publlestions elubs should be orpenized under the
guldence of competent steff wmewbers,

6. The circulstion of publicetions awong students,
parents, and cltizens of the community should be ss unie
versal asz possible in the case of school newspapers op
local newspspors in which school news 18 printed. Student
handbooks, yesrbooks, megasines, and bulletins, in eddi-
tion to newspapers, should be availsble to 81l the people
effected by or interested in the school.

. Hembership in the Tezas High School Fress Associae
tion and other school assoeciations, and & froe exchange of
rublications with other sorools is desirsble,

8. FProvisions for finsneing needed school publiestions

srould be mede In the enmusl sehool budget,



APPENDIX

Student Questionnaire

In sn attempt to find out just to what sxtent school

- news 1s read, you can assist me greatly by supplying the
information requested below. Your name will not be used in
eny way. Thanks for the help.

Sehool

Student

Parents ! Name

Please list all newspapers end school publications that
are recelved in your home.

1.

Do you read the school-news seetion?

Do your psrents read the school news?
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An Evaluation of the Public-Relations Programs of
the Affiliasted Four-Year High Sechool Distriets
in Melennan County, Texas

Questionnaire
Name of school Address
Clessifled as Gredes units of affillation

Tumber of teachers in El. Grades + high school

School census enumerstion 1940-41 Enrollment,

Elementary , High Sehool

Bstimated area of district _54q. mi; estimated

population

Chief occupsablons or industries of the district: 1,

A A AT bR

2. _ 3 | 4.

5. 6. ; 7.

Does the administration {board, superintendent, and prin-
eipals) have = definite and functionasl publie-relations

program or poliey?

If so, explain briefly.

List publications or medla used in reaching the following
groups:
Board Teachers Pupils Perents General public




i85
What perbentag& of homes recelve publications carrying school

news?

List organized clubs sponsored by the school and show how

each is used in & publiec-relations program:

63

Assenbly programs:

Elementary sehool:

Frequency Day of week ___ Time of day

Length

Programs avrrenged by and in charge of: Students

Teaghers Others

Themes of progrems: 1.

How are these themes correlated with the public-relations

program? 1.

2.

Average attendance of visitors: Parenta Others

High sehools

Frequency _ Day of weeck ; Time of ﬁayw_w

P il

length
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Programs arranged by and In cherge of: Students

Teachers Cthers

Themes of programs: 1.

2.

3.

40

How are these themes correlated with your public-relstilons

program? 1.

2.

What public-relatlons contacts are considered valuable and

ntilized? 1.

2.

5.

Average attendance of visitors: Parents » Others
Iist special week observances sugch as fire prevention, musie,
ete., and show how each 1s correlated with the publiec-

relations progrem,

Commencement: Traditionsl or new type , Attendance
Bxplain outstanding features of correlstion to public-rele-
tions program,

1.

2.
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List athletie events that the publie attends and show how

utllized:

List commnity sctivities sponsorsd by ths school snd show

how vtbiliged:

4.

Are school libraries made avalilgble to the publie?

Are any public librery facilities located in the school?
Are any post-sciool relatlonships or guldsnee programs In

effect? , Explain

In what respeets do you consider your sechool as & communliy

center? 1.

2.

How is the public~relations program propagated in sehocl-

board meebings?

Are faculiy meetings held regularly? Fraquenay
How is the publiec-relations program propagated through the

faculty meetings?

Are downtown bulletin beards maintalined? ioeation

Types of dasta posted
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Explain the best public-relations contaect used by the school.

Is there an element of dissatlsfactlon prevalent in the com~

munity?

If so, how 18 this problem beilng met or broken down?

[

Please submlt newspspers, school papers, hendbooks,
programs, bulletins, handbills, or any other materials ef~-
fectively used for contacting students, faculty members,

sehool boerd, and lay personnel.

Use the reverss side of this sheet for any comments or

suggestions not included in the questionnaire.
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A Buggested List of Items for School EEWSpapersb
and Bulletina

Business manggement
School policies
Administration
Exhibits

Pupll activities
Guidenece

Community relations
Home study

Adult education
Buildings and grounds
Repalirs and renovations
Equipment (new and old)
Sehool pley areas
Plagground sctivitles
Radio progrems

Alurmi

Room mothers
Parent-Teacher Assocliation
Band parents

Forums

Visitors

Field trips

Summeyr school

School legislstion

Cooperation of parents
Salaries

Illiteracy

Citizenship training
Observation of specisl days
Awards and recognition
Athletic events

Moral anmd rellgious training
Jolidays and vacation
Class projects
Depsrimental reports
Home-room reports
Methods of instruction
Editorials

School board
Administrative officers
Paculty

Custodians

Engineers

Hatrons

Cooks

Pus drivers

Boy Scoutbs

Girl Scouts



State and county schoocl news

Cafeteria notes
Stete ond federal gid

Supservislon of instructlon

Puilding and equipment needs

Visgitetion days
Assenmbly programs

Interscholastic leagus
activities

3chool opening
Commencement exerclses
3chool ecensus
Enrollments

Atténdanc@

New pupils

Withdrawals

Trenafers

School age

Educatiocnal progress
Merks and reports
Honor roll

Faillures

Health of pupils
Health program
Affilietion and new courses

Taxes and fineneial needs

17C

Cappfire Girls

Husiec club

Kature club

3afety patrol club
Hobbies club

Pep squad

Dramatic or forensie eclub

Fress and publiecstions club

Langusge club
Scilence c¢lub
Athletic clubs

Art elub

Civie club

ﬁads' ¢lub

Music week

Pieture and art week
Book week

Amerilcan educabion week
Fire~prevention weck

Heslth and safety week

'Pagaants

¥usicales
Visusl educsation

Textbhooks
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