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CHAPTER I
INTRCDUCT ION

Btatement of Problem
The problem of this thesis is to discover certain ideas
of child-parent companionship as ezxpressed by twenty-~five

second~-grade pupils in the Sam Houston 8chool, Denton, Texas.

Purpose of Problem
Thie study had a two-fold purpose: 1. To discover what
the second grade children seemed to consider as desirable
companionship between themselves and their parents. 2. To
recognize the apparent needs for parental companionship

that seemed to exist among the pupils.

Sources of Data

Information necessary to an analysis of the problem
wag secured almost altogether from primary eources. The
writer made personal visits $o the home af‘aaeh of the
twenty-five children in the second grade and secured informae
tion relative to the home environment., These data served
as a foundation for interpreting the children's ideas of
child-parent companionship. This source of data seened
valuable because it is a generally accepted fact that many

conceptions formed by children are rooted and have their



development in the home. It logically follows that the
ideas of child-parent companionship as ezpressed by the
pupils can beat be analyzed and understood through a knowl-
edge - of home envirenments,

The children themselves served as sources of data.
Each child answered a guestionnalre relative to activities
which he and his parents enjoyably participated in together.
Reporte were alsc made on activities which the children
wished their mothers and fatheres would not participate in.

Recent articles and books regarding the problem of
c¢hild-parent companionship were secondary sources referred
to in order to sscure a background for the study. These
data also served to show recent trends of the problem,

Anecdotal records, mwmade by the writer during the last
school semester of 1938-40, served as supplements to the

data secured from other socurces.

Hethod of Procedure and Treatment of Data

Efforts were made to seoure a logical analysis of the
ideas of child-parent ocmpanianship as expressed by the pupils
who are referred to as cases in this study. The first step
made in the development of the study was home visite. All
possible data relative to the social, economic, and physical
environment of the home of each pupil were secured during
these personal conferences. In the arrangement of the

thesis, an introduction to the problem is included in Chapter



I, while data on the home environment of the children are
discussed in Chapter II. As stated before, these data
have been supplemented by detailed case studies and fre-
quently~-made anecdotal reccrde; these studies and records
make up Chapter IV. This information has purposely been
placed at the beginning of the thesis in order that the
reader might have an understanding of the child and his
home life before he tried to interpret the ideas of child-
parent companionship as ezxpressed by the children.

The actual problem of the study ie contained in Chap~
ter 11I. In order to discover the children's ideas of child-
parent companionship, a questionnaire was formulated by
the writer and answered orally by the children. The writer
wrote the answers as they were given by the pupils. This
method was used because the ohildren were not far enough
advanced in reading to get as clear an understanding of the
problem as they would if the items were read to them. These
answers have been compiled and analygzed in connection with
data secured on the home environment of the children.

Chapter V containe a summary of the problem, conclu~

sicns, and recommendations,

Need for the 8tudy
This problem seems significant begause of the increas—
ing necessity for home and school cooperation and unity.

Within the last few years, pecple who have been interested



in child development programe and have participated in them
.have been awakened to the fact that an engrmous amount of
ingecurity and unhappiness existe ameng the children of
Amerlca. Many of the disturbances are due to economic con~
ditions. Children of families on government relief exist
on the small salary paid as federal aid. Many other chil-
dren are from families who are too proud to ask for help.
They are kept alive, but they do not have enough proteotion
and necessary care to make them happy. Such problems right-
fully draw syupathy from the world at large. Yet, there
ig ancther problem that ig equally ag devagtating and per—
tinent. This problem is that of a satisfying and desirable
companionshlp between parents and children.

Changes that have come about in our present gocial
world have greatly affected the family and the home.

We are familiar with the results of these changes,
The whole setting of family life is much more tem=
porary than it once was. Howes are mach less likely
Lo pass from one generation to another. The family's
functions have dwindled. . .

in a study of home activities made for the White
House Conference by Ermest W, Burgess, he found that
one effect of urban conditions upon family 1life is
the inability of members of the family to find common
intereste or to confine their interests to the hone,

Formerly in rural and village life amusements and
work commanded the interest or efforts of the entire
family; now there is a tendency for people to form
units on the basis of age, sex, or vocation, rather
than by families. Under these conditions, the queg-
tion arises whether the parents and children with
thelr diverse interests and contacte can 8411l develop
a confidential relation to each other and that com—
mnity of family attitudes and interests which char-
acterizes a well organized family.



Agaln, the tendenecy of many women to maintain
their vocational interests after marriage affects
the form of the family and the development of the
children.

The attitude that marriage is sacred and a 1life=
long companiconship is also changing to permit husband
and wife to terminate the marriage regardless of the
presence of children.

These changes, all important in the rearing of
children, are not universal. Most marked in cities,
they nevertheleeg tend to characterize only certain
areas or communities within the city, and in many rural
areas they soarcely exist. Although in some communi-
ties they bhave shaken the stability of the family, they
have nowhere destroyed the family as an institution.l

Hodern parents have been brought face to face with
many new problems that affect companionship with thelr chil-
dren., Since the family group ie no longer automatically
held together by the conditions of home life, many parents
%nd children have drifted apart. Psychiatriste report
mammoth increases in the number of mental and emotional
disturbances among children.® These conditions, along
with demorallzation of youth, are aggravated and multiplied
by the lack of companionship which parents alone can give.
Fathers and mothers who divorce themselves for several
hours a day from the concerns and responsibilities as £ % o
ents are the only ones who can bring back wholesomeness,

ncrmalcy, and eimplicity of life to their families.

1K. Glover and E. Dewey, Children of the Hew Day ,
pp. 42, 43, 44. ' ' '

2Ibid., p. 52.



The chief responsibility of parents for the
normal growth of thelr children tc emotional maturity
is three~fold. They must give thelr child security
through love and care and a stable emotional environ-
ment. They must give him opportunities for develop~
ment. They must give him opportunities for develop~
ment, physical, mental and social., And finally,
they themselves must be emotionally mature so that
they are able to show neither too little nor toco
much affection to their children and to act with
objective kindness and consistency. As everyons
knows, children learn a great deal by imitation, and
it is not strange that reactions as powerful as
those of the em&t%ans should be eapecially dependent
oh early example.~

The hope and the despair for the progress of the race
and for the realization of acceptable and desirable ideals
of child welfare lie in the fact that no substitute has
ever been found for a happy home.

Sitting arcund a table with a family that laughs and

is contented, is friendly instead of bristly; living

in a home that welcomes one's gang or crowd, where

there is room %o play, a workship maybe, an attic

or & basement or backyard shed for cirouses or %Wild

Wests or made~up plays; with a mother and a father

who move in and ocut as props and background to confide

in and to tell stories or listen to them, to encourage

and advige~-it is not easy to measure such factors. . .
The child makes three demands of the home: The

firet 1s for affection; the second is for an atmosphere

which promotes self-oonfidence, helps him to stars

his own motive power; the third is for some kind of

satisfactory medel of the relationshipe which he later

on mugt assume. The child is fortunate who, with

these needs met, lives also in a home which is pervaded

by an adherence to convictions may and undoubtedly

will change, but to have felt them about him like an

invisible garment provides him with an armor, a sheath

which is likely to withstand almost any attack.4

S1bid., pp. 133-124.

4Ibsd., pp. 184, 187.



Becauge an alarming number of children and young people
under eighteen years of age appear in court for cffenses
against socliety, and since most of these delinguents repre~
gent the need for seourity and development for children,
the problem of child-~parent companionship looms exceedingly
important. For this reason, the writer became interested
in discavéring the conceptions of child-parent companion=-
ship held by the second-grade pupils in the Sam~ﬂau5ton’

School, Denton, Tems.



CHAPTER II

HOME EXVIRONMENT OF THE SECOND-GRADE PUPILE,
EAM HOUSTON 8CHOCL, DENTON, TEXAS

The American child of today is probably living in the
greatest social upheaval that the world hag ever known.
These violent disruptions have brought about added regpens-
sibilities. As a result, home, school, parents, and teach-
ers are joined together in providing desirable experiences
which will mean growth, adjustment, and development for

the children,

Physical Environmental Faotors in the Homes

As a means of becoming betier acquainted with the par-
ents of the segond=grade pupils in the Sam Houston Bchool,
Denton, Texas, and in order to mecure information relative
to the economic and social factors in the family life, the
writer made personal visits to each home of the twenty-~five
pupils. Table 1 ocontains data on certain faotors in the
phyeical environment of the homes.

Data in Table 1 show that sixteen of the housesg in which
the second~grade children lived were attractive on the out~
side and seventeen were attractive on the inside. Ten of
the houses were located in attractive neighborhoode. This

means that nine of the houses were unatiraotive on the out-



TABLE 1

CERTAIN PHYSICAL ENVIRONMEWTAL FACTORS IN THE TWENTY-
FIVE HOMES OF SECOND~GRADE PUFILS, SAK HOUSTOR 8CHOOL,
AFD THE RUMBER CF HOMES POSSESSING TACH FACTOR

Physical , Ho. of

Factors Houses
1. House is attractive on the cubeide . . . 16
3. House is attractive on the inside . . 17
3. House is in an attractive neighborhood . 10
4. House has modern facilities. . . . . . . 21
9. Home has 78430 v ¢ v 4 4 4 4 o o o « o . 17

side, eight were unattractive cn the inside, and thirteen
were locabted in unattractive neighborhoods, or approzimately
thirty-six per cent of the houses were unattractive both on
the inside and the outside, and forty per cent were located
in undesirable neighborhoods. Although the physical ap-
pearance of the house and the neighborhood in which chile
dren live does not mean that the puplls have a meager chance
of belng happy, yet nc cne doubis the value of pleasant
surroundings. yFram Dirth a child seems to react to his
environment. It either stimulates nis activity or dulls
it; it encourages his growth or inpedes it it spurs his
independence or nurtures his unhappinesgs; surrounding con-
ditions mold him into a social or unsocial human being.l
Table 1 also shows that itwenty-one out of the twenty~
five houses were equipped with modern facilities. This

leaves only four unequipped with such conveniences. Zven

‘1bid., p. s4.
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those figures mean that about eizteen per cent of the pupils
were forced to live without facilities thet modern civilizae
tion deems essential to desirable living.

bata in Table 1 also reveal the faet that seventeen of
the twenty-five howmes had a radic. On the surface this
seems a fair percentage, but a c¢lose analysis shows that
approzimately thirty-three per cent of the children were
denied this means of cultural and educational walue.

A summary of data in Table 1 leads %tc¢ the conclusions
that the physical environment of a great number of the homes
was not conducive to happiness for children who live in

them,

8oeial Environmental Factors

Table 3 containe data on certain sceial factors in the
homes of the second~grade pupils.

Data in Table 3 reveal interesting faots relative to
the social environment of the pupils. In the firet place,
no child was reported as having a room by himself. This
situation is not alarming since many parents desire to keep
small children with them both day and night, However, only
fifteen of the children were reported to have some nook or
corner which they could call their own, Child psychologiste
recommend that independence, initilative, and orderliness
should be developed by giving the child space and material
for which he is responsivle. Many children are timid and



i1

afrald to venture into soclal situations because they have
not felt that they were indigpensable parbts of the family,
and that the well-being of the memberg and the harmony of

the home depended on their sharing responsidbilitics.

TABLY 3 g

CERTAIN SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS IN THE HOMES OF
THE TWENTY-FIVE S7C0ND-GRADE PUPILS ATD WUUBER OF
HOKES POBSESBING EACH FACTOR

Social Bo. of Affirmae-
Facgtors tive Answers
1. Child have a room by himself? . . . . . . ]
2, Have some nook or corner he can
6&11 his 0%? 'Y » £l - - * -» [ ] L3 - » - *. - 15
3. Have several attractive toys? . . . . « . 14
4. Read hiec BOOKBT +» & & v & v o « 2 o « « o 11
5. Parents read with him or to him? . . . . 10
6., Have children's magazines? . « . o o « 0
7. Read the magazines? « « « « v o o « o o » 13
8. Parents read magazines with or to him?. . 4
9. Child seem happy in the home? . o .+ . . . 23
10. Child and parente appear %o be
GGM’Q&ﬁiOﬁ&blG? * - - - - . = W E 3 * -~ - - 16

Data in Table 2 show that fourteen children were reported
to possess attractive toys. On the surface, this appearﬁvﬁa
mean that eleven of the children were missing one of the
greatest joys of childhood--that of playing with toya,

Data in Table 2 alsc show that eleven éhxldren read
books in the home. This means that approximately fifty per
cent of the pupils reported that they did not participate
in one of the most enjoyable and worthwhile activities for

children. It is not known whether this situation is due to
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lack of funds with which to buy books, or to laek of a
desire for reading on the part of the children or the par=-
ents. It is noted that ten parents were reported to read
to their boye and girls. This seems to indicate that about
B8ixty per cent of the pupils were deprived of that compan-
ionship which oomes from parents reading to their children.
An interesting cbservaticn is that no pupil was ree
ported to bave children's magazines in the home. It was
indicated, however, that thirteen read magazines, but only

four parents read this material to the children.

Child-Parent Incompatibility
Table 3 contains data on five cases of incompatibility

between second-grade pupils and their parents.

TABLE 3

FIVE CASES COF OBSERVED-INCOMPATIBILITY BETWEEY PUPTLS AID
THEIR PARENTS ARD THE STATUS OF THE FAMILY AS TO SIZE
ARD MONTELY INCOME,FATHER'S OCCUPATION, AKD

MOTHER'S COCQUPATIOR

Gase |No. in| K ly Father s Mother's
Family | Income of | Occupation Ueoupation
Family R
7 4 70-85 Daizry K.P.A.
18 4 20 C.C.0. Gamp W.P.A.
23 5 75 Salesman —
24 & 85 Milling —
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It ie to be noted that twenty-three of the a¢hildren
were observed to be happy in the home, and that in eighteen
cages the child and hie parents seesmed to be companionable.
One report carried the notation, "lonesome for dad,® in the
blank on the guestionnaire which read, "Dces the child seem
happy in the home?* One questicnnaire contained no answer
to the above item. Two contained no answer to the question,
"Do the child and parent appear to be companionable?' It
ig interesiing to refer to data regarding the ecconomic
staxué of the homes of the five cases which were observed
to show incompatibility and lack of companionéhip between
the children and their parents. In one oase, the family
consigted of six members, the father, mother, and four
children. The monthly income was thirty-five dollars,
earned by the father from work in the cemetery. In another
case, there were four members in the family with the father's
monthly income of thirty-five to fifty dollars, earned at a
dairy, and the motherts W.P.A. salary of thirty-five dollars.
The third casze represented s family of four. The father
~wag in the C.C.C. Camp (probably in an official position),
earning a monthly salary of seventy-five dollars; the
mother was a W.P.A. worker, earning fifteen dollare per
month. The fourth case was in z family of five. 'Phe fa-
ther earned seveniy-five dollars monthly as a salesman,

The child's mother was dead; he was living with the father

and a stepmother. The fifth case represented a family of
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8ix. The mother was unemployed, and the father earned
sixty-five dollars at a mill. The average monthly salary
for these five families was approximately seventy dollars;
the families averaged a membership of five. It does not
appear that the lack of companionship between these ohile
dren and their parents wae due to economic depression
gince several other cases in the second-grade represented
a larger family membership and a more modest salary withe

out seeming to mar the children's home happiness.

Egonomic Environment Factors

Table 4 c¢ontains information relative to certain eco-
nomic environmental factors in the homes of the second-grade
pupils.

Data in Table 4 show that the fathers of the second-
grade puplls were reported to be employed in the following
occcupations: W.P.A. work, bank, insurance, state highway,
meat market, cemetery, dairy, teaching, attending college,
milling, light company, garage, power plant, C.C.C. Camp ,
drug store, motor company, mill elevator, and salesmanship.
It is interesting to note that three fathers were reported
to work on W.P.A. projects, two at mills, two on state
highways, but no others were engaged in the same type of
work. Case Wo. 7 reported that his father and mother were
divorced. OCase No. 10 indicated that his father was in

college, working on a master's degree. COase No. 15 re-



TABLE 4

THE ECOKOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS OF THE HOMY OF FACH CHILD
IN THE SECCHD GRADE, SAM HOUSTON SCHCOL, DENTOR, TEXAS

Case|No. of |Father's|Father's|lother's|Motherta|Rd. of Bd. of
Fo. |chil~ |occupa- |monthly |occupa- monthly |[Mother Father
dren in|{ tion salary |tion salary
family ‘ : .
1 L | W.P.A. | {35.00 |0leans |§7.50 Grade |Grade
houses |[to $10 |school |sochool
2 1 | Banking |$100.00 College|College
3 1 | Insur~ |475 to B.8.
ance $100.00 College|Degree
4 2 | 8tate $100 to
highway {$1256.00 College|College
5 1 | Meat £60.,00 College|College
market 5 .
8 4 | Cemetery|$35.00 Grade |Grade
School |school
7 2 |Dairy $35. to |W.P.A. [$35.00 |Grade
$50.00 ) school
8° 7 WeP.A.  |$50.00 |High
, school
Q. 5 | Teacher |$170.00 College|B.4. , M.A.
Degrees
10 3 | Working Dry G¢. |$20.00 |College|l.A.
on M.A. | gtore
11 3 |uilling (485 to College| College
company |$100.00
12 3 | Light 100.00 High
scmpany school |College
13 2 |Garage |§6D.00 |Irone $7.50 Grade |Grade
to $10 |school |school
14 4 |Power #8565 to Grade
plant $100.00 gchool
15 1l High
school
gchool |school
17 3 | Drug $85.00 | court College|College
‘ store house
18 4 |9.P.4. $35.00 Grade |Grade
school |eschool
19 1 High High
gchool |school
20 3 |W.P.A. $35.00 Grade |Grade
school |school




16

TABLE 4=-Qontinued

3 [ |[Father's [r: 3 [iother'e [licther's |¥d., of Pd. of
Fo. |ehil- |occupa~ [monthly |occupa~- monthly |[Mother | Pather
dren in|tion galary [tion Isalary
21 32 Motor $100.00 College [College
company |
32 3 Mill $85.00 Grade |Grade
elevator school [school
23 3 Salesman |$75.00 College |High
; achool
24 4 Killing |$65.00 High High
gompany | gchool |achool
25 3 Highway |[#100.,00 High High
Dept. school |[school
ﬁFather deceased

ported the father's occcupation to be delivering bread, while
No. 19 reported the father to be employed as a mechanig,
Information in Table 4 discloses the fact that one father
made a salary of one hundred seventy dollars monthly; five made
between one hundred and one hundred twenty-five dollars; six
from seventy~five toc one hundred dellars; three from f£ifty to
sixty~-five dollars; and five from thirty-five to forty dollara,
This means that twenty per cent of the second-grade pupils lived
in homes where the father's monthly income was between thirty-
five and forty dollars. In one of these homes there was only
one ghild; in two others, four children each; in another, two
ohildren; and in the £ifth home, three childrem. Three of the
fathers were employed by W.P.A. projects. The fourth worked at

a dairy, and the fifth was an employee at a cemnetery.
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The three fathers who received monthly salaries of fifty
to sixty~-five dollars were employed at s mill, a meat market,
and a garage respectively. In one of these Families there
wag one child; in another, two children; in the thizrd, four
children,

The six fathere who received a monthly salary of
seventy~five to one hundred dollars were emwploved in the
fellowing types of work: insurance, C.C.C. Qamp, mill,
pewer plant, drug clerk, and salesman. One child was ye—
 ported in one of these families, three in each of four Fam~
ilies, and four in cne family.

As previously stated, five fathers were reported to
make wonthly salaries of one hundred to one bundred twenty-
five dollars. They were engaged in the following occupations:
banking, state highway, light company, and a mctor company.
In one of theee homes there was one child: in two of the
homes, two children; and in two other homes, three chil-
dren.

Cne father was reported to eaxn a monthly salary of
cne hundred seventy dollars. He was a teacher with five
ghildren.

Data in Table 4 also contain information relative to
the occupations of mothers of the second-grade pupils in
the Sam Houston School. Seven mothers were reported to be
employed in the following types of work: house cleaning,

W.P.A., clerking, laundry, and stenographic work.
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In one of these cases where the mother was employed
there was one child in the home. The father was employed
on W.P.A. projects with a wonthly salary of thirty-five to
forty dollars; the mother earned from seven dollars and
fifty cents to ten dollars each month.

In three cases the mothers worked on W.P.A. jobs;
their monthly earnings were fifteen, thirty~five, and fifty
dollars respectively. In the first and second of these
cages, two children were reported in the home; in the third,
seven chlldren were reported, with the father and mother
divoreced,

The mcther who worked in a dry goods stors earned
twenty dollars monthly. Her husband was in college, work-
ing on hisg m&staré degree; three children were reported
in the family.

In ancther case, the mother ironed, earning from seven
dollars and fifty cents to ten dollars monthly. Two chil~
dren were reported in the family; the father earned fifty
dollars per month.

The seventh case in which the mother wasg employved made
no report on her salary. Three children were in the family;
the father earned eighty-five dollars per month in a drug
store.

Data in Table 4 also show that eleven of the fathers

attended college. 8ix of them went nc farther than high
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school and six attended grade school only; two did not report.
Data in the same table show that ten of thevmekhera attended
college. Six attended high echool, and eight attended grade
- school; one made no report on thie 1t&m; This means that
approximately half of the fathers attended college; one-fourth
attended grade schools, and one-fourth attended high school.
1t is also %o be noted that almost fifty per cent of the
mothers were reported to have attended college, while twenty-
five per cent completed high school work, and about thirty-
three per cent finished grade schools.

The fellowing observations are of interest: In Case
Fo. 1 the father and the mother both attended only grade
school. The father's salary in 1935-40 wasz from $235«340
per menth and the mothert's was from $7.50 to $10.  The
father was employed on a W.P.A. project and the mother dig
house cleaning.

| Report of (ase No. 2 shows that both @arenté attended

college. The father earned $100 monthly in a bank and the
mother was not employed.

Case No. 3 reported that both parents attended college.
The mother was unemployed and the father earned from 75 to
%100 & month with an insurance COMPAny .«

Case No. 4 indicated that both parents attended college.
The father earned from $100 to $175 working for the state
highway. The mother was not enployed.,

Case No. 5 indicated that both parents attended college.
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The mother wae not employed; the father earned {860 a month
working in a meat market.

In Case Wo. 6, neither parent attend school higher
than the elementary grades. The wother was not employed,
and the father earned $35 a month working in a cemetery.

Gase Ho. 7 did not report on the educatiocnal training
of the father. The mother attended grade gchool and was
employed for $35 a month on a W.P,A. project. The father
earned from 535 to %40 a month working at a dairy.

The educational training of the father was not reported
in Case FNo. 6. The mother attended high school and was
employved as a W.FP.A. 1ib:arian at $50 monthly., The father
and mother were separated. No report was given on the esduca~
tion of the father.

Case Ho. 9 reported that both parents attended college.
The father was employed as a teacher in the Korih Texs State
Teachers callege, Denton, Texas at a salary of §1,800 to
%2,000 per year. The mother was not emploved.

The father cf Case Feo. 10 was reported to be attending
college, working on his masters degree, and no indication
of salary was made. The mother earned %30 per month at a
dry goods store. Both parents were college attendants.

Case No. 11 indicated that both parents attended college.
The mother was not employed, and the father earned from £85
to $100 a month in work at & milling company.

The father of Gase No. 12 attended college and the mother
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attended high school. The father's salary was $100 per month
as an employee of a light company, and the mother was unem—
ployed.

Case No. 13 reported that both parents attended only
grade schools. The father sarned fror $30 to 860 werking
in a garage. The mother earned from $7.50 to $10 by iron-
ing at home, :

Case No. 14 did not report on the education of the
father. The mother attended grade school and was unem-—
ployed at the time of the repork. The father earned from
85 to 3100 a month at a power plant,

o report was given regarding the eecnomic home environ—
mental factors of Case FHo. 15 except that the father attended
high school.

The parents of Case No. 18 were both high school grad-
uates. The mother was employed on a W.P.4A. project at a
monthly salary of $15. The father was connected with the
C.C.C. Camp at a monthly salary of §75.

Cage Fo. 17 reported that both parents attended college.
The mother was emploved at the court house, but her salary
was not given. The father earned $85 a month at work in a
drug store.

Case No. 18 reported that both parents were attendants
of grade schools and the mother was not employed at the time
that the report was made. The father was working on a W.P.A.

project at a menthly salary of $35.
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Cage Yo. 19 reported that both parents attended high
school, but no information was given relative to the
economic environmental factors of the home.

Cage No. 20 reported that boith parents attended only
grade schools. The mother was unemployed, and the father
earned $35 a month on a W.P.A. project.

The parents of Case No. 21 attended college. The mother
was unemployed, and the father earned £100 maﬁthly by working
for a motor company.

Both parente of Case NHo. 223 reported only a grade school
education. The mother was unemployed, and the father worked
at a mill elevator for 485 per month.

The mother of Case No, 23 attended college, and the
father attended high schcool. The mother was unemployed, and
the father, as salesman, earned $75 monthly.

Both parents of Case No. 24 attended high school. The
mother wae not employed, and the father earned 365 = month
at a mill.

Cage No. 25 reported that both parents attended high
school. The mother was not employed, and the father earned
$100 per month by being emploved by the state highway depart-
ment.

It is to be noted further that the fathers of the gecond
grade pupils were employed in the following types of work:
#.P.A. projects, banking, insurance, state highway, meat

market, cemetery, dairy, teaching, milling, light company,
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garage, power plant, C.C.C. Cawmp, drug store, motor company ,
and salesman.

The employed mothers of the second-grade pupils totaled
geven. They were employed in the following types of work:
houge ecleaning, W.FP.A. projects, dry goods store, ironing at
bome, and court house work.

A report on the educational training of the parents
shows that eleven cf the fathers and ten of the mothers
attended college; six fathers and six mothers attended high
school; six fathers and eight mothers attended grade schools,

A study of the educational training and the salaries of
the parents shows the following points of interest regarding
the group whose school education ended with a completion of
_ grade-school: the parents of Case No. 1 attended only grade
school. The combined monthly salary was from $42.50 to $80.
The mother cleaned house, and the father was employed on a
W.P.A. project. In Case Ho. 7, the mother was unemployed,
and the father earned ¢35 a wmonth by working in a cemetery.
The mother of Case No. 7 attended grade schcol; the father's
educational training was not reported on. The mother earned
35 a month on a W.P.A. project, while the father earned
from 35 to 440 a month at a dairy. In Case No. 8 the com~
bined salary of the parents was from §57.50 to £60 per nonth.
The father worked in a garage, and the mother ironed at home.

The mother of Case No. 17 attended grade school, but the



father's educational trmining wae not indicated. The mother
was not employed, and the father earned from £85 to $100 for
work in a power plant. In Case Fo. 18, the mother was not
ermployed, and the father earned $35 per month on a W.P.A.
project. ?he mother of Case No. 30 was not employed, and
the father earned $35 monthly on a W.¥.A. project. In

Case No. 22, the mother was unemployed, and the father
earned $85 a month at a mill elevator.

Three of the mothers who were reported to have attended
only grade-~school were‘emglayed. They earned $7.50, $35,
~and £7.50 rsspectiéely. The remaining five mothers were
unemployed. ‘ |

A pummary of date in Table 4 shows that twenty per ‘cent of
fathers of the second-grade pupils averaged a monthly salary
of §40. The families average approximately three children
each, making a total of five in the home. It is to be con—~
cluded that the economical conditions of the families is

inadequate for desirable living.

Summa ry
Data in this chapter have besn related to the economic
home environmental factors of the aecondégrade pupils in the
Sam Hougton School, Denton, Texas. The discussion has cen=
tered around the following topies: the number ¢f children
in the family, father's oocupation, father's monthly salary,
mother's work, mother's monthly salary, educational train-

ing of mother, and educational training of the father.



- CEAPTER III

IDFAS OF CHILD~-PARERT COMPANRIONSHIP AS EXPRESSED
BY THE SECOED-GRADE PUPILS

Many people consgider the companionship or comradeship
between parentis and their children to be of great importance
because of its possibilities for character building. Most
peocple also agree that comradeship with children is a vital
means of influencing them in their choices and in their
actions; The development of the virtues which are con~
sidered important in the lives of boys and girls is greatly
influenced by childe-parent intimacy. Many problems today
are centered around parents who are unhappy because their
children, as young men and women, have tarned elsewhere
for counsel and help., It appears that after a child reaches
a certain age, he no longer makes overtures to his parents
if they ignore or fail to understand him. It i generally
believed that if a bond of genuine comradeship and love is
to be established in the home, there must be a develapment
of it by the fathers and mothers sharing in the sadness,
Jjoye, and problems of their children! they must take time
to gain their confidence by being true comrades in child-
hood. 1If the parents want to feel that they are directing

the development of the personality of their children, tﬁey
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mist take time tc work and play with them, because it is
in these hours of close comradeship that personality ie
molded.

The following statements seem to be significant reasons
why parents should cultivate the friendship of their chil-
dren and be closer, more gonfident companions:

1. It makes for genuine happiness for both parent
and child. Happiness should be one big aim in
life, since it makes ug more effective in our
work, play, and social cooperation.

2. It would keep parents young and happy.

3. The child has a right to know his parents inti-
mately and to feel that they are chums and cone
fidants.

4, It is a parent's obligation tc help in the devel-
opment of right ideals and habits through comrade=-
ship.

5. Children learn more by imitation, in their early
years, than in any cther way. The parent who is
earnest and has the complete confidence of his
child can exert a tremendous influence in this
formative period of life.

8. Children at certain ages adore their parents, who
thus become their models., A4 never failing con-
sciousness of the truth of thie statement will
probably help busy parents tc give the time they
ghould to their children.

7. But the greatest reascn for this comradeship of
parents and children is that the confidence, trust,
and regpect of the child which can be best gained
in this way will probably last. A mutual under-
standing and sympathy for the weaknesses of one
another will strengthen their bond of unieon and
be significant for ultimate outcomes,l

The writer has endeavored to discover the second-grade
pupils! attitudes of parent-child comradeship by means of a

questionnaire. As stated in the introductory chapter, this

‘ ig. m. Germane and E. 3, Germane, Character Building,
p. 207. . } ' ‘
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queﬁtionnaire was formulated and read crally to the children.
In order to diﬂaever the child's attitade of what companion=
ship with thalr parents means to them, the writer endeavored
to include many of the things that most parents have an
opportunity to garﬁieigata in with their children. It also
seemed advisable to discover some of the things children
wished their fathers and mothers would not do. The writer
felt that answers to such questions might be an indication

of what the pupil's idea of true comradeship is,

Child-Y¥other Companionship

Table 5 containe data on activities which the children
and their mothers participated in together that proved enjoy-
able ¢ the child. Table 6 is a summary of information cone
tailned in Table 5.

Date in Tables 5 and 6 show the fellowing 1ndicaﬁi@ns
of child~parent companionship: eighteen children indicated
that they and their mothers enjoyed reading stories together,
Books seem to offer great cpportunities for family compan=
ionship. A lovevof good literature lg often fostered firet
by the Kother Goose Hhymes. Then 1ittle by little the
norizons widen in the wonderland of the great world about
ug. Reading together seems to build up a mutusl family back—
ground,

Sixteen children indicated that they enjoved going to
the movies with their mothers; fifteen enjoyed playing games

in the hquae; and ten enjoyed playing games outside. There
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are two kinds of recreation for parents of children: fun
with the youngsters and fun without them., Both seem
necegsary for the fullest enjoyment of family life. P~
i1y fun is a primitive art to which Americans seeningly
should revert. lany recreational activities have & wide

appeal and can be enjoyed by all the family.

TABLE &

THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO ENJOY PARTICIPATING
wITH THEIR MOTHFRE IV EACH ACTIVITY

Activities : : vamber of Pupils
Answering "Yes!
1o Re&d ﬂ“ﬁ(}l‘iﬁﬁ - * . - . L - * - » - - 18
2. O30 to the movies « » o o+« o ¢ s o o le
3, Play games in the house . . - + « » 15
4. Play games cn the outside . . « « » 10
5, Take walks . . « » . v e s e e e 19

6. Visit friends and relatiV&s in
Dﬁﬂt(}n » - - » - - - - > - » rs - - - 20
7. Vigit friends and relatives away

fr@m B@Ilteﬂ k4 - - L ] - L 2 * * L d * - * 18

&. Go to Sunday School and church . . . 18

. Talk about my school work . . . . - 19

10. Plan my new glothes . « « » « « o » 20
11. Buy groceries . « » o « o s 5 s = . 18
133'@@‘130%11}&;3211?&..........« 18
12. Go to programs at the colleges . . . 8
14. Have parties for my friends . & . . 13
15. pead the funny papers. . -« + « » « « 16
18, Go for a drive in the ear .« « . » » 18
17. GO sWimming +« « « « o« s o o s o s o 12
168. Go 10 ball Zames . + « « « = ¢ s o e 14
16. Listen to the radio . + « « o o « » 18
g{\}u Q‘O f}a.ﬁmi!’ig, - -~ » - - - - - - - » - 6
51, GO TIShINE + « « o « o 0 s s e ooe 9
22, Make candy¥ .« - o o s » o+ s s e e e 18
2%, Glean up Our NOUSE . « ¢ ¢ o o + o 1g
o4, Work tn the vard « + « « s o« s » = 20
25. Flay with our pets . « « « ¢ o » o 15
2. Oock our meals . . e« 2 o e e s 0 e 10¢
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TABLE G--Qontinued

Activities ¥umber Pupile
Answering "Yes"
37. Sew, knit, crochet, embrcider . . . .« - - 3
28, Make eerapbooks of pictures,
}’}OGXHB, 31101’1&8, B’tO- . % 5 ¥ % » & & ® 10 .
29, Peed chickens. . + » « « = e o s & » 8
30. G0 to the Cirous . + « « + o » & o & o 18
31. Make playthings . « « o o o « o = o s = 0 13
32, Go to the falr . + « o ¢ ¢ o 2 v o ¢ « o 230
33, Go t0 parades . .« s s e e e s s e e v 18
Z4. Tide out in the country . » « = « « « » 17
35, HMake up stories, poems, and riddles « « « 8
36. Make pletures . « « o s o ¢ s @ e o s e 16
%7, gollect things for a hobby . « < « « » =« 12
T, Hemorize VETr8eS . o s ¢ s s s e = e s s 9
%9, Hake excursion trips to the dairy,
flour mills, printing shops, ebe. . « .« . 9

Taking walks with their mothers was reported to be
enjoyed by nineteen of the children. To most people walks
can be exhausting or refreshing. In order to make then
enjoyable, parenis are urged to leave all cares behind.
Children love simple things. I% is fun to them to go to
the top of the highest bullding in towne and look at the
world from a new point of view. The whole family can
enjoy seeing the fire station, the water works, & milk
pottling plant, a bakery, the town laundry, machinery
that printes the morning paper, the municipal airport, a
bank vault, or even the local telephone exchange. Most
children enjoy a walk to the edge ef}town for a visit
with friends. They like %0 se¢e COWS milked; they derive
much fun from throwing corn to the pige and gathering

eggs in the hen house. On other days they like to walk
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o the museum or to the zoo. %hat each member of a family
gets from such expeditions is different in detall, but in
general they are all 1lifted from the hum-drum of daily life.
Their horizons are stretchedj they get fresh ideas, derive
new sense of relationships, and gain broadai understanding
of their world.

Twenty children indicated that they enjoyed visiting
friends and relatives in Denton; twenty enjoyed visiting
friends and relatives away from Denton; eighteen going to
Sunday School and church; nineteen talking about plans
for new clothes; eighteen buying groceries; eighieen going
to the park; eight going to programs at ﬁh@ colleges; and
twelve having parties for their friends. Perhaps the
one act that will most perfectly express sincerity, gener-
osity and companionship of parents is the welcoming of
their childrents friends into their homes, especially to
meals, when feamible, In every commnity there are houses
where young and old congregate and other houses where
they are avoided. It is generally easy to tell such
houges without ever going in. If the front yard is moth
eaten or trodden down by many feet it is safé to guess
that it is the play ground of the neighbarhao&.g

8ixteen children said that they enjoyed reading the

funny papers with their mothers; eighteen, going for a drive

EH. ., Hamford, *“Stepping Out as a Family," Parents
Magazine ,( March, 1€37),, p. 59. ’
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in the car; twelve, going for a swim; fourteen, golng %o
pall games; nineteen, listening to the radio; six, going
camping; nine, going fishing; sizxteen, making candy; and
nineteen eleaning up their houses. Domestic duties often
have a way of ocongealing into a routine which c&nmia
respected more readily if it is broken now and then so
that the play spirit ingrained in human per&@nality'may
have a chance. pRvidently some mothers make house-cleaning
play since twenty-four pupils reported that they enjoyed
this activity with their mothers.

Twenty of the children enjoyed working in the yards
of their homés; fifteen, playing with their pets; ten,
cooking meals; three, sewing, knltting, ocrocheting, and
embroidering; ten, making scrapbooks of pictures, poems,
and stories; eight, feeding chickens; eighteen, golng
$0 the circus, thirteen, making playthings; and twenty,
going to the failr. This attendance at the falr is an
especially interesting observation., Weaving the festival
spirit into the pattern of 1life is a parental privilege
whose wise exercise helps to make the home a constructive
force in the lives of the older as well as ths younger genera-
ticn.

"It is fun to be old or young in a family whose

members know that all work and no play makes _Jdack
and Jill, growing or grown, dull companions.®

3L. H. Allen, "Family Celebration®, Parents gggaziﬁﬁ
(December, 1938),p. 22. RS =



Like the individusls who ccompose them, families have group
perscnalities that require well-rounded development. The
ability tc snap out of hum~-drum home existence by jeiﬁing
tozether in family celebrations, planned or spontanecus,
infuses into 1ife within four walls that zest without which
511 life withers. It is ae necessary for the family to
gwing wide the doors tc satisfying experiences within
itaelf as it is to insist that these experiences be pro~
vided for the children in school and elsewhere cutside the
home, because the ability to live in tune with others be-
gins at home. It is nourished there, trained there for
expréssion elsewhere, by happy experiences that satisfy
the individual's yearning for realization of his unity with
a cooperative group.

Nineteen of the children reported that they enjoyed
going to parades with thelr mothers; seventeen, taking
rides out in the country; eight, making up storles, poenms,
and riddles with their mothers; sixteen, taking pictures;
twelve, collecting things for a hobby; nine, memorizing
verges; and nine, making excurgion trips.

It seeme that there are times in the life of a c¢hild
when to go scmewhere, anywhere, as a family is a great
treat. It is only one manifestation of gomething far more
important. The family can step out any way that at the
moment seems most natural, provided they step with a cer-

tain inward rhythm, and a sense that there is harmony not
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only within the family, but between the family and the
larger 1ife about them.? Families who can go off and have
a good time together on Saturdays or over the weekend will
eatablish bonds of comradeship and putual interests that
will add much to the hanpiness of their daily living.

What is more, such trips can often yield material that
will supplement work in school, or will carry the child's
interest further and make history, geography, or scecial
gtudies vivid t¢ him. Wherever people live, there are all
kinds of one~day expeditions tc take, There are trips

tc newspaper plants, water towers, and power plants, and
factories. An expedition to such places can do much to
develop & child's sense of soclal values. Trips to an

art institution or a museum can be delightful if small
gsections are visited with real interest, and no one is
allowed to get tired. Picnics and hikes are fun for the
whole family. Sometimes, when the weather begins to be
nippy, three or four families can strike oross country
and walk from three to gix mileg to a waygide inn for
dinner. Others might enjoy living in shacke for ten days,
doing cooking sometlmes over a kercsene gtove and some-

times out of doors, and alwaye living the good free 1ife.®

44, E. Hanford, "Stepping Out Az a Family,® Parents
Magazine,(March, 1837},p. 59.

Y
QR. H. Alschuler, "lLet's CGo,% Parents Napgazine,
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gach of the following activitlee was mentioned by the
gtated number of the pupils in the seccnd grade as being
participated in by them and their mothers together: twenty,
visiting friends and relatives in Denton, planning new
clothes, W&rking in the yard;ﬂand going to the fair;
nineteen, taking walks, talking about school work, lisisn-
ing to the radio, cleaning up the house, and going tc
parades; eighteen, reading stories, visiting friends and
relatives away from Denton, going to SBunday School and
church, helping to buy the groceries, going to the park,
going for a drive in the car,(and only seven reported
ne car,)feeding the chickens; seventeen going for rides
cut in the country; sixteen, going tc the movies, reading
the funny papers, making candy, and faking pilctures; fifteen,
playing games in the house and playling with thelr pets.
Fourteen and thirteen children respectively reported that
they enjoyed going to ball games and making playthings.
The three following items were mentioned by twelve of
the seccnd grade pupils: having parties for thelr [riends,
going swimming, and collecting things for a hopby. Fach
of the following items was mentioned by ten of the chil-
dren: playing games outside the house, cooking meals, and
making scrapbooks of pictures, poems, riddles, and stories.
pach of the following items was mentioned by nine of the
children: going fishing, memorizing verses, and making

excursion trips to the dairy, flour mille, printing shops,
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and Tactories. The following iteme were mentioned by eight
of the e¢hlldren: going to propgrams at the colleges, feed-
ing the chickens, and making up storiee, poems, and
riddles.

411 the cother activities ligted in the queﬁtienﬁair@
were mentioned as being participated enjcyably with their
parents by lees than thirty per cent of the pupils.

It iz to be concluded that the pupile enjoyed the
following activities most: visiting friends and relatives
in Denton, goling to the fair, and working in the yard.
Peenty of the children anewered "yes" to these items. The
Tollowing activities ranked second according tc the report
of the pupils: taking walke, talking about plans for new
clothes, listening to the radio, cleaning the house, and
going to parades. The least enjcyed activities particl-
pated in by parents and chlldren appeared tc be camping,
sewing, knitting, crocheting, and embroidering. This
gituation may be due to the fact that probably only girls
were interested in sewing, knitting, crocheting, and
embroidering, and many children did not have opportunities
to go camping.

Purther analysis of data in Tables 5 and 6 shows
thet twenty-twe of the puplls reporbted that they did not
sew with their mothers. As stated before,this is prob-
ably due to the fact that only girls are interested in

thig activity. Nineteen of the children reported negatively
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when asked if they and their mothers enjoyed camping
together. It is to be explained that a great number of
these probably have had no crporiunity to participate in
thie activity. Seventeen children reported that they

and their mothers together did not varticipate in the
following activities: feeding the chickens, making up
stories, poems, and riddles, and going to programs i

the colleges. This means that approzimately seventy-

five per cent of the children appear tc have missed the
enjoyment and the training which is to be received from
attending the college programs. It nmay be that the
seventeen who reported negatively when asked if they par—
ticipated with their mothers in making up stories, poems,
and riddles were not ziven an cpportunity to particinate
in such activity, since the economic environmental factors
of the home point to undesirable 1living conditions among
many of the pupils. Fifteen pupils renorted that they did
not play games on the outside with their mothers. Fifteen
also reported that they did not cook meals with their
mothers, and fifteen reported that their mothergs did not
participate with them in making soravbooks of gtoriesn,
plctures, and poems. This situation may be e¢xplained by
the fact that data in Table 2 showed that only eight of |
the mothers attended college, six high sechool, and ten
grade schools; one did not report. It appears that the

lack of educational training on the part of the mothers



might have influenced their lack of interest in participat-
ing in the scrapbook activity. Thirteen pupils reported
negatively when asked if they and their mothers enjoyed hav-
ing parties for the child's friends. This means that
about fifty per cent of the children appeared tc be missing
the joy of ehildhood parties. It has been gtated bhefore
that perhaps the one act that will most perfectly expreéﬁ
sincerity, generosity, and oompanionship of parents is
the welcoming of their children's friends to their home.®

It 1s also an interesting ebaarvatioh that thirteen
children indicated that they and their mothers did not
gwim together. FPhysical culture and health education
exponents have emphasigzed the fact that the evident advan-
tages in recreation and desirable leisure time activities
can never be realized until there is true realization of
such values by an increasing number of people, esgpecially
parents. .

A summsry of data in %&bles 5 and 6 shows that the
second-grade puplls feel that they ocan participate in
nmany activities with their mothers and receive much en-
Joyment from the participation; this situation is inter-
esting when viewed from the economic level. Many of the

housee were unattractive, both inside and outside; this

4. E. Haford, "Stepping Out as a Family," Parents
Magazine, (March, 1937),p. 59, S~
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seens to show that parent-child comradeship can be fostered,
even when the physical surroundings are not inviting oxr
elevating. Social history contains many stories of parents
who, because of poverty, failled to reslize unitl it was
too late, the value of having the confidence of their chile
dren. They did not realize that it was formed rather early
in life, and that if they failed to be a part of these
early days, that their children might turn elsewhere for
companionship. Many of these parents lived to regret
that thelr adolescent children were almost strangers to
them. When 1t was to0 late, many fathers and mothers tried
to cultivate intimacy with their children. "%hen will par-
ents learn to put first thinge firet? What will it profit
them to gain the whole world and lose their own child?®"’
Activities Which Children Wished Their
Hothers Would Not Participate In

Table 7 contains data on activities that children in
the second grade indicated they wished their mothers would
net participate in. These data were secured by questionnaires

read by the writer to each secondsgrade pupil.

70. E. Germane and E. G. Germane, Charscter Education,
pn 808' V
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Table 8 ig a summary of data contained in Table 7. it
ig related to the number of pupils who object to certain

agtivities of their mothers.

TABLE 8

THF NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE SECOFD GRADE OF THE SAM
HOUBTON SCHCOOL WHO CBJECT TO CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF
THEIR MOTHERS

Things I Wish My Mother Would ¥ot Do No. of Children
¥no Object to
the Activity

1 - S‘;}&nk m% LI - w » -« & * e . ® = & - & » 16
Z. Bocld me . L T 11
3 » }3& fu&sy - - « - - - L - - - * - 1 3

4. Leave me at honme by mysﬂlf when she

goes tc town, church, or $c the movies . 18
5, Leave me at home thh someone else when
she goes 10 visit our friemds or rela-
tives . . . . . “ & 5. e s . 17
6. Leave me at hcme with aomeone else when
gﬁ(}img dz‘i?iﬂg . » » ¢ £ & & &« & w @ 11
7. Make me go to bed early * e e v . 19
8. Read the paper when I want her to pl&y
With m@ - » L3 - - - - - 15
9. Listen to radia nravrums that I do nmt
11!{@ - 4 - L 3 R 3 - - - » - Q
10, Make me eat meals by myself « e e . 5
11. Make me get ready for school by myaalf . 8
12, Hake me play Dy myself . . . v + « o . . 11
13. Make me read stories by myself . . . . . 6
14. Keep me from playing with my Iittle S
friends. . . . . s e . 10
15, EKeep me from ﬁlayinh in thﬁ park s e e 10
16. Keep me from going to the movies . . - 14

Data in Table 8 show that the following activities
were mentioned as being undesirable by the indicated number
of children: make me go to bed early, nineteen; leave me
at home with somecne else when she goes to visit our friends

and relatives, peventeen; spank me, sixteen; leave me at
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home by myself when she goes to town, church, or to the
movies, sixteen; read the paper when I want her to play
with me, fifteen; be fussy, thirteen; seold me, eleven;
make me play by myself, eleven; keep me from going to the
movies, eleven; leave me at home with gomeone e¢lse when
going driving, eleven; keep me from playing in the park,
ten; keep me from playing with my little friends, ten;
listen to radio pregrams I do not like, nine; make me get
ready for school by wyself, nine; make me resd stories by
myself, six; make me eat tseals by myself, five.

An analyeis of these data show that appfogﬁmately eighty
per cent of the children indicated that they wished their
mothers would not mske them g0 to bed early. This condi-
tion seems to be prevalent in the livesg of children. Some
specialists in child study have suggested that it ie due
%0 the child's wanting to continue the Joyful activities
of the day. Others believe that it may be due to the faot
that many mothers do not know how to prepare children for
going tc bed. This activity is generally postponed until
the last minute, often when the child is in the middle of &
game, story, or radio program. Human nature causes the
child to rebel, and in many cases the bed-iime scenes are
unhappy times in the home.

A child lives today. This day holds all of
life for him, all he can feel and de and be lies

in the span. In this day he is a person, living
hies life, enjoying it or bewailing it or just



suffering it. Aes he lives cut this day he azdds
gomething of quality to his power of living and that
affects the next day.
Each day at dawn the child is born anew. He
iz a different child from the one who laid down
his work and went to bed the night before. That
other child will never come again, he went with
the setting of the sun. 7This new one has within
him the powers and weaknesseg, the delights and
sorrows of that bygcone child.b
Seventeen of the pupils said that they wished their
mother would not leave them at home with gomecne else when
she went to visit friends and relatives. There are prob-
ably two reascns why children do not want to be left at
home. The firat is that they would like tc do the things
their parents do, and the second is that many children
feel afraid when they are left at home without their mothers.
Thisg is especially true of small children who have been
acocustonmed to having the mother or the father or both near
them through all hours of the day and night. This problem,
as most of the problems of child-parent companionship,
strengthens the statement previously made that the only
kind of child-parent relationship that is especially valu-
able is one that is founded on mutual congideration,
respect, and ucderstanding. We have passed through a
decade of extreme economic change, ending in cne of the
most difficult eras of ocur history. Elaborate and almost

uniimited amounts of commercial recreation and entertainment

aﬂngela‘ﬁﬂtri, "Our Children," Dallae Morning NWews,
(Barch 29, 1940), p. 8.
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have had certain destructive effects on American family life.
The ease and safety of travel, which seems to be ever in-
creasing, meang continued problems for the young and old
alike. The progress of shorter working hours in one way
proves a greal advantage to the home, but in another way it
may prove destructive if the free time takes the parents
away from their children.

S8izteen children indicated that they wished their
mothers would not spank them. From time immemorial the
rod has caused much unhappiness. Many parents interpret
the Bible literally ito believe "to spare the rod spoils the
child; " others fall to ezert any degree of self-control
and often punish children as a means of giving vent to their
emotions. When people live s0 ¢lose together as under the
same roof, more or less trouble is sure %o ooccur unless
there is atyleaat scme member of the family group who is
tactful, sympathetic, good natured, and developed to a
degree surpassing that of the others. The mother, as a
rule, hags been the dominating personality in the manage-
ment of the household, and it is to her that the children
lock for adjustments. Most children do not understand that
punighment is administered, in some cases, for their own
good. Thls i1s one of the problems that so far has not
been solved by either the child or the mother.

Thirteen children indicated that they wished their

mothers would not be fussy. If a child is brought up from
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the beginning %o realize that there are some foods, some
foods, some activities, and some liberties which are
unsuitable to the child's age, he will accept this with-

out unpleasantness or without a feeling of raaentment,’ It

igs all a matter of friendly companicnship, based on fairness,
mitual love, and respect between parents and children.®

The evidence of supervising the c¢hild's 1life is so in-
creased that parents often deprive children of perscnal
freedom, and cause the boys and girls %o accuse parenis

of being grouchy, demanding, and fussy. With the advance

of civilization, the protective period has been lengthened.
Many parents and cthers interested in child welfare desire
that this period of protection should be kept free of respon-
8ibility for food, clothing, and shelter. By the time the
parents have planned the education and cultivation of

their children, they have come to feel that the child is
totally irresponsible, and therefore they become, what

boys and girls call "fussy", if the ohildren's plans

are not executed as they had wished them to be.

Yes, I know that when your bridge partner throws
away a perfectly good trump you don't scream at her
neither do you ralse your voioce exceedingly when Mrs.
Carelees visitor spille ashes on your best lace cover
and leaves a tell-tale ring on your new coffee table
where her glassg stood. Even when the little boy next

door digs up the "weeds® in your flower bed you do
not shout at the top of your voice. There may be

“porothy Blake, "Fitting the Child to the Home,"
Rational Parent-Teacher kagazine, (September, 1938),p. 12
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icicles and grim determination in your tone as you
march him home, but there's no scream. You do not
howl) when the deplorable dancing partners ruin not
only your best dancing slippers buf your pet corn

as well.

o, there are evidences of culture and advanced
civilization are left for the special delectation of
that convenient emoticnal outlet—-your unprotected
family. They can do nothing but shriek back, and
then bow you screech at them for bellowing at you.

A summary of data in Table 5 shows that over fifty per
gent of the pupils mentioned eleven activities which they
wished that their mothers would not do. This leads to the
gonclusion that it might be desirable for the mothers of the
second-grade pupils to inquire as to the things their chilw
dren wigshed they would not do. After the inquiry was made,
it is very probable that an adjustment would follow which
would mean companionship and more confidence between the

mothers and thelr dhildren.

{hild-Father Companienship

Table 9 contains data on the activitles which were
participated in by the second-grade children and their
fathers.

These data were secured by means of guestionnalres
read by the writer t¢ each second-grade pupil.

Data in Tables 9 and 10 show that the following number
of pupile indicated that they enjoyed partieipating in the

1Oﬁary K. ¥cMeans, "Wbat's All the Shouting About
Hygela, (April, 193%),p. 337.
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stated activities with their fathers: thirteen, reading
stories; ten, geing to the wmovies; [ifteen, playing games
in the house; 8ixbeen, playing gemes on the mﬂﬁﬁiﬁ@;‘&i@hte@n,
vigiting friends and relatives in Dentony fiftesn, takling
walke; fifteen, going to Sunday School and church] seventeen,

talking about my school work; fifteen, planning my new clothes;

TABLE 10

THE FUEBER OF CHILDMEE WHO EEJOY PARTICIPATING
¥17H THEIR FATHERS 1” u&ﬁ“%im %Q? IVITIEG

Things ny father and I participade in ¥o. of Children
#ho Enjoy Pape
ticipating in
the Activitier

1. Hesd BLEOTIBE » « » # » » # 5 » » % & x ¥ & i3
D, 30 b0 the mOVIos . « ¢ 3 e 4 v 2 oW ow w & * 10
K™ F}.&? gamen in the house * 5 & A& = o® x » is
4, Play panee on the outelde .+ « « » = » » » i8
5. Take BaA1KkE + « o+ » & & * % & % & »= ¥ & % 15
3, Visit friends and Aﬁlaﬁlvﬁﬁ in Denton. « 18
7. Visit friends and relatives aﬁay from
Denkofl « » » - - » ox = .- & 2 8 * % 15
B, o tc Bunday ﬁahdwi and ahurah s s o o i5
4, Talk about my school weZk . « o s & & o 1%
10. Plan my new Cloblies .« o« » » * » 5 « s » s 15
1i. ﬁﬁy 52‘&@&3’1@& e % & * B 4 ® N B B £ & W & 17
iz, 8o t¢ the '{3&3’3 P T . B T T T T 13
13, o to programs at the Golleres o« « « o+ = = 67
14. Have parties for my friends .+ » « » « « » 10
15, Aead the f‘i&nﬁy PADETE + 5 » % 2 s & =« » » 14
16. 00 for a drive in the Car o o o + s o o « 18
1 ? * w}a g !%f imi 31 - » - - * * * - * = L 3 - > - e 3 1 @
1B. o to m}l g DG » w o+ s 0w . 5 5 x B e & 14
1%, Ldsten to the 2adio » « 4 &« « & « « o o « 18
ﬁﬁ; F Q&mﬁiﬂﬁ s w % A ® A B ® O & B oM W O & ﬁ
?14 \RQ‘ fiﬁhi ¥ 4 % & £ + K * ¢ % & B ¥ % ¥ 153
5’? Eﬁﬁkﬁ @?zﬁiﬁ?‘ x & ® ® & = w® = % % ® s & W 11

seventeen, buying groceries; thirteen, going to the payhs

gix, gelng to the programs at the colleges; ten, having
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parties for thelr friends; fourteen, reading the funny
papers; nineteen, going for a drive in the car; gixteen,
swimming; fourteen, going to ball games; eighteen, listen-
ing to tne radioj eight, going camping; fifteen, going fish-
ing; and eleven, making gandy.

Approximately seventy~-five per cent of the pupile re-
ported that they and thelr fathers went for drives in the
country. A little smaller percentage reported that they
and their fathers participated in games together both in-
aide and outside the house. About seventy-three per cent
also reported that they went with their fathers to visit
friends and relatives in Denton. Between sixty and seventy
per cent participated in games with thelr fathers Doth in-
gide and ocutside of the house and weni tO ﬁuﬁday gchool and
church with them. About the same also reporfed that they
1istened to the radio with their fathers, bought groceries,
talked about school work, planned new clothes, went fishing
and swimming and tock walks. A 1ittle smaller percentage
reported that they and thelr fathers went to the ball games,
read the funny papers, went %o The park, and read stories
together. Approzximately forty per cent indié&tad that they
went to the mcviﬂﬁlwiﬁg?thair faﬁh@rs, had pértiea for their
ffienﬁs %with ﬁh@.heiﬁ of %heir fathers, and made candy.
Approximately twenty—five}per cent of the pupils indicated
that they went to the programe at the colleges with their

fathers, and thirty-twe per cent went camping with them.



An analysis of the data in Tables ¥ and 10 leads %o the
conelusion that the fathers of the second-grade puplils and
their children were companicnable. This is interesting
since previous data have shown that the economic level of
most of the homes wag very low. It appears that the increas-
ing leisure time which has come to most of the parents has
been shared with the children. This situation does not ap-
pear in all loealities. Scientific inventions have intro-
duced devices in the home that have increased the free hours
for all members of the family. Many mothers spend a greatl
number of hours cutside the home participating in her com-
munity soclal activities or in her professional work. Eco-
newic pressure in many casges demandeg that most fathers live
the alloted twenty-—four hours in hie world of public affairs.
Increased school and extra~curricula activities demand a
areat part of the children's time. To follow these activi-
ties is like following separate threads in the skein of
family life.

Activities Which Children Wished Thelr
Pathers Would Not Participate In

Table 11 contains data on the activities which the second-
grade children wished that thelr fathers would not participate
in. These data were secured by means of questionnaires read

by the writer to each second-grade pupil.
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Table 12 is a summary of data contained in Table 11.
Data in Tables 11 and 12 show that the following nuwmber of
ahildraa indicated that they wished thelr fathers would not

TABLE 12

THE BUMBER OF CHILDAEN IN THE SECORD GRADE OF THE SAN HOUSTOR
SCHOOL WHO OBJECT TO CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF THEIR FATHYR

Things I Wish My ¥o. of Children
Father Would ¥ot Do Who Object to
Each Activity
l - Sp&n}i mﬁ - - - » » - L ] -« - - - - - E 2 » ] 1?
2‘ SGOld me . - - - - » * L ] L L L] - - . * - 13
3. EE fuﬁgy " - - - - - » - - - » . - & * o 10
4. Leave me at home by myself when he goes
to town, church, or the movies . . . , . 13

5. Leave me at home with someone elsge

when he goes to vieit ocur friends ox

rela‘bi?eﬁ.-n«;..-,..s.-¢.. 12
. Leave me at home with somecne else

when golng Ariving v v ¢ « v o « o = » o 11
7. Nake me go to bed esr¥ly . . . . . . . . 18
8. Read the paper when I want him %o play

With me - » - - L] - . - - - - - - » * - 19
8. Listen to radio programs that I do not

111{‘3 - - - « » » - - - - - - - E - - - E s 10

10. Hake me eat meals by mysel v e s e e e 5
11. ¥ake me get ready for sechool by

BYSELEY . v v 4 i h e ke h e e e e e s . 6

12, ¥ake me play by myself . . . . . . . . . g

13. Make me read stories by myself . . . . . 8

14. Keep me from playing in the park . . . . 10

15, FKeep me from playing with wy little friends 5

16. ¥eep me from going to the movies . . . . 15

do the stated activities: seventeen, spank me; twelve, scold
me; ten, be fussy; thirteen, leave me at home when he gees to
town, church, or to the movies; twelve, leave me at home with
someone else when he goes to visit our friende and relatives;

eleven, leave me at home with someone else when going driving;
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eighteen, make me go tc bed early; nineteen, read the paper
when I want him to play with me; ten, listen to radic pro-
grame that I do not like; five, make me eat uweals by myself}
six, make me get ready for school by uyself; eight, make me
read stories by umyself and make me play by uyself; ten, keep
me from playing in the park; five, keep me from playing with
my litile friende; and ten, keep me from going to the movies.

It is interesting tc note that eighteen of the children
reported that they wished their fathers would not msake them
g0 to bed early. 1In Table § it is zeen that nineteen re-
ported that they wighed their mothers would not make them
go to bed early. This, at least, appears to denote ooopera=-
tion between the parents. |

Hine of the children stated that they wished their
fathers would not read the paper when thev wanted him to
play with them. It often happens that night time is the only
time for the fathers to read the newspapers, hecause they
spend the hours during the daytime in working. Since many
children are deprived of the companionship of their fathers
during the day, it is to be expected that they want him to
play with them at night.

SBeventeen children stuted they wished their fathers
would not spank them. This same item was rgperted on by
sixteen children in conneotion with things the children

wished their mothers would not participate in. As stated



before, this indicates that some of the parents of the chil-
dren of the second grade were ¢ooperative in the discipline
of their chimﬁrﬁn, even though it approached fcapital punish-

mend .

Bummary

Data in Chapter III has been related to the following
points of interest relative ?c the companionship between the
gecond~-grade children in the?ﬁam Heuston 8Scheol, Denton,
Texae and their parents; significant reasons for companion-
ship; aotivities which children enjoyed participating in
with thelr mothers; activities which children wished their
mothers would not particivate in; activities participated
in by the children with their fathers, and asctivities whigh

the children wished thelr fathers would not participate in.



CHAPTER IV
CASE STUDIES OF SRUOHND-GPADE PUPILS

An almost unlimited amount of #alid,.ﬁasirable, and
essential data regarding the second-grade vupils has been
gecured during home visits., These data have bsen recorded
in the form of case studies. The studies have helped to
establish a more desirable home-school relationship, be~
cause the writer has gained a better understanding of the
home envircnment and the relationship bebtween parents
and children.

The number of children in the family, the size
of the house, the work of the mother and father, kind
of food, the lack of work, the sccial status of the
family, the location of the home, the mother's and
father's cutlook on life, all_serve to take their
t0ll on the child's behavior.

These studiss have also given surprising insight into
the second-grade children's growth and expressions. The
writer feels that it would be an interesting study in child
development if these case studlies were continued on each of
these children through grade eleven. The results should
prove invaluable aids %0 teachers, parents, and pupils.

The following case studies of the second-grade pupils

in the Sam Houston School in Denton, Texas, were made by the

lﬁrs. A. D. Hathis, "An Analysis of Evaluation Techniques
for an Activity Program, Master s Thesis, Worth Texas State
Teachers College, Denton, Texas, 19839, n. 7.



writer during the first half of the 1939~40 term. Thege
studies are brief and generally pertain to some phase of
the children's companionship with their parents, or the

lack of cowmpanionship.

Cage No. 1: This six year old boy, whose mother helps
earn a living, is lonely when he gets home from school and
his mother is not there. He is the only child, and enjoys
playing ball with his father. Apparently affected by bad
tonsile or adenoids or both, he is rather slow to compre-
hend and carry out directicns. The other children are not
especially fond of him. One day he said that he beat his
father in spelling although the father tried hard to win.
He seemed to be pleased that his father did not "just let
him win.® Although the family's monthly income is only
thirty-five to forty-five dollars, the parents appear to
be companionable with this child. He seems to be happy and
to enjoy his father and mother.

Case Ho. 3! Thie eight year old girl, who attended
kindergarten and first grade at the Demonstration School at
Teachers callege, Dentcn, Texas, seems to be happy moet of
the time. 8he is slightly above average in the grade, and
shé enjoys other children as much as they enjoy her. She
hasg an appealing manner and comes to school dressed in good
taste. Bhe attends church and movies with her parents, but
they do not play with her. She reported one morning that

her aunt, uncle, and baby cousin vigited them the night



before. 8he said that she enjoyed playing with the baby.
Another day while the pupils were making valentines for
their mothers, this child insisted that we must make one
for our dads if we made one for our mothers. On her valen-
tine she wrote, *To my dear, dear dad." 'The economie |
status of this home is above the average for the group.

The father's working hours are nct as long as some of the
other fathers and the child seems to share the father's
leisure time.

Case Wo, -3t This attractive eight-year-old girl,
whose parente have been teachers, appears to have received
too much attention. 8She attempts to take advantage of any
situation that makes her the center of attraction, and she
seems eager to attract boys. She reflects a nervous tem-
perament. Recently her father changed his occupation from
teaching and the family was unsettled for scme time. Bhe
says both father and mother read stories with her and play
games. One day she seemed worried about her mother and she
said, "%hen we were 1n another town—after daddy got sicke
I would be talking to mother and I would ask her questions
and she would not know what I had been talking about.®

One day she brought some embroidery work té school.
She told her teacher that the 1little brown dog which she
was embroidering looked like Rex, the dog that she and dad
played with. She was esager to finish the work so she could

gsend 1% to her father in California. 8he said that she
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enjoyed climbing trees with her father; then she added, "He
could climb higher than I, but he would always come down to
where I was and help me to ¢limb higher,*

This 1little girl is the only child in the family; the
father makes an average salary, and she is seemingly Ziven
many luzuries and many hours of companionship. 8Since her
father is away, she seems tc miss him #ary‘much and to cling
clese 40 her mother.

Case Fo. 4: This eight-year-old girl, who has an eleven—
yearuolq;hroﬁher, occasionally attends Sunday School, The
ﬁarentafﬁo not play with the children. &lwaysvcl@an, she
WeRTS é%lk dresces to school. ¥hile she is very fond of
one 1%ﬁile boy, she does not seem interested in the other
chlldren.' They, in turn, are not very fond of her, but are
agrée&bla with her. BShe scems to feel lonesome for her

;fg%h&r. One day she said, "I hardly see my dad except on
£$unéay, He leaves before I get up and he doesn't come bagk
 mt

;’ demri#@h the child of the companionship whioch she craves.

il Late.“ In this case, the vecupation of the father

Sﬁﬁe Ko. 5t A clean, well-dressed boy of seven, who
nlikea itc wrestle, is popular and is one of the best stu-
ﬁantgﬁin the room. He is on a strict diet, due to bad
tee?%} and he often feels ill, although he is never cross.
At?ﬁ?me he 1s the only child. Hie parents play games with
giﬁ,“@nd without their help he says that he frequently wina.

?@ere was wmuch happiness in his face cone morming when
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be told his teacher that he and his dad had worked cut in
the gargge on o set of shelves toc surprise his mother for
her birthday. This same child repcrted that he had left his
books out in the couniry where he, his mother, and father
had gone for the week-end. The fatherts low monthly salsry
of sixty dollars dces not keep the parents from being com—
panicnable with their only child.

Case No. 6: It geems that this eight~year~cld boy
could beecome a leader if he had the proper guldance. He
has much initiative ard pep. He comes sarly to school,
greates disturbances in the halls, talks aloud in the school
ToOR, compares his work with others, and in other ways at-
tempts to attract attention Yo himself. He does not resent
worreation., He attends Sunday School, and his father and
he read-stories together, but they do not attend the movies.
ILike some children who share every sscret, he told the |
teacher that his mother had helped him buy for the teacher
a pretty valentine that she could eat. The economic status
of this child's home is very low. The family consists of
four members, with a monthly income of thirty-five dollars.
His desire for attention may be due to a lack of companion—-
ghip at home.

Case No. 71 This eight year old boy seems t0c be cone
fused about both ﬁis work and his play. While he is poor
in reading and number work, he frequently makes high grades

in spelling. He is a likable child, and he wears clean



coveralls to school, but he keeps his desk dirty and in
great disorder. The father and mother are both employed,
earning a combined salary of seventy tc eighty~five dollars
monthly. They do not seem to take time tc have companion-
ship with their son. Because of thls, he is unhappy.

Case No. 8: This fatherless boy, whose capable mother
supports the seven children and herself, is six vears old.
He ie an average, happy, healthy boy and plays well with
other children. He creates small disturbances in the school
room, yet never resenie constructive correction. He reports
that his mother doee not play games with bhim, but that they
read topether. Once he told the olass about how hig mother
helped him write a letter to his auntie, and also how she
helped him memorize his part in a play. This ig anocther
case in which a parent's ccocupation seems tc deprive the
éhilé.ef companionship in play which he desires. 1%t seems
that the wother takes time, however, to help the c¢hild with
his school work.

Case No. 9: Better liked by girls than boys, this
seven-year-old daughter of a ccllege professor lacks con~-
fidence in her own ability. While she eventually brings
¥p her work, she dces not know how to evaluate her time.
8he ig cne of five children in the family. They all at-
tend church services. She says that neither ©f her parents

read stories with her or play games. Like meny little girls,
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ghe likes to help clean house. She often tells her teacher
about how she works, and how she cares for the 1ittle sister
while her mother finishes the work. The eocnomic status of
this c¢hild's home is the highest in the group, yet she seeums
to feel a lack of parental companionship. Thies seems to
indicate that a family's high economic status deoes not in-
sure child-parent companionship.

Case Ho., 10: Two older birothers keep this elght-year-
old girl supplied with playmates at home. A healthy, happy
girl @ha does splendid school work, she is calm, methodiecal,
and self-possessed. Honest and consclenticus in her work
and play, she is popular with both boys and girls. She is
alwmays clean and wears clothes appropriate for schocl. She
gave that her parents take the children to church. She was
very happy one merning when, in her customary manner, she
announced that she would not be in scheel the next day
beeause she, her mother, father and brothers were going to
the Fat Stock Show. The father is in college, working on
his masters degree, and the mother is emploved in a dry
goods stcre. The econcomic status of the family peems to
he about the average of the group. The child always appears
to be happy and talks about her home.

Case ¥Wo. 11: This aighﬁwyea?mcld boy bas a shy manner.
He 1s friendly, but has no speeiai friende. He has an older
brother and a baby sigter. He appeared t0o feel a deep re-

spongibility when he told his teacher that his baby sister
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was sick with flu, snd he was afreid she might have pneumonia.
He said that he helped his mother take care of her on Satur-
day and Sunday. He usually deoesn't talk very mach aboutl
his home life. Data show that the economic shatus is
high in comparlson with ﬁhe'grcuﬁ average., Again, it seens
that the economic condition of the homes does not determine
the degree of companionship between child-parent.

gase Po. 13 A happy, considerate boy is this eight-
year-old son of parents who cooperate enthusiastically in
school activities. His father, a salesman, finds time o
play with the three ghildren, and to take them to church,
This boy enjoys games and plays fair. He and his father go
fishing tcg@thar and make candy. His mother reads siories
with him and takes walks. In this case the high economic
gtatus of the hcme is conducive to child-parent companion~
ghin,

gase No. 13: A well built, attraoctive, healthy child
is this seven year old boy. He talks in a loud, nervous
voice; he is slow to understand, and does not sgeem inter—
ested in other children. Although he hag an average read-
ing ability, he ig slow in number work. A physician has
recomended that hie tonsils be removed, but the parente,
who both work for small salaries, have nct had this done.
He says that his mother reads stories with him and helps

with his lessons. He and his father read the funny paper
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and have a good time together. The family's monthly income
ig from fifty to eixty dollars, but ihe low economic status
does not prevent the parents from being compsanions to thelr
child.

Case No. 14: An ordinary boy is the seven-year-old
gon of & machinist. A regular attendant at church with
his parents and eleven-year—cld sister, this youngster on-
joys about the same things that most sgven-year-old bove
do--hie bicycle, games with his sister, &nd his school work.
When he is absent from school, his mother belps him pre-
pare his aceignments in order to mske up his leseons. They
take walks together and go visiting., The father earns
from eighty-five to one hundyed doliare monthly, and the
family coneists of four memdbers. This average economic
status is conducive to the desirable companionship that
exists in the home.

tage ¥o. 15! A happy, well-adjusted girl of eight is
thieg little lady. Her mother brings her only child to
school clean and well-dressed. Here she is very popular
and talks often of family games, outings, and going to
church. ¥While neither of her parents is employed, they
bring her %o church in an expensive automobile. She dces
average school work. 8he says that she and her father play
gumes and read together. One day she said that they played

dominces go lateg the night before that she almost forgot to



study her lessong., Although the economic status of the
family is not reported, it geems that the child has every-
thing she desires, including parental companionship.

Osse Ho. 18: This eight yvear old boy has an colder
sister to play with. The children enjoy dominoes with the
parents, and all attend church together in favorable weather.
This 1little bey has frequent colds, and often wears clothes
that are not fresh, He works and nlays well with the other
children, and does average school work. The family's
monthly income is elighty-five dollars. This 1is an average
status for the group and indicates that the undesirable
physieal appearance of the child is not due to lack of
finances.

Gase No. 17: The yvoungzest of three boye, this elght-
vear-0ld boy enjoys games, movies, and church with hise
brothers and parents, who both work. He is well-dressed
and seemingly interested in his work, but he does not
nrogress rapidly. He is in the retavded group. He and his
father swim, 2o driving, sttend ball g&meg,*ané listen to
the radio together. Mother plays with them, too. The
father earns eighty~five dcllars in a drug store. This
salary ia above the average for the group.

Case ¥Wo. 18! & seven~vear-cld boy, whoese father workse
on W.P.A., ig the youngest of four children. #low, nervous,
and excitable, he seems not to care for the other chlildren,

although they treat him kindly. He reports that he and his
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parente read together, play, go to ball games, have parties,
and go camping. e says that he reads out loud tc his
mother every night, and that she helpes him as she does her
work. Once he remarked, "Dad and 7 cut wood together, but
I can't out quite as much as he can.' The family's monthly
income is thirty~five dollars, and the family consists of
51 x members, The low economic level does not appear to
lessen the cowmpanionship between the child and his parents.

Case FHo. 19! 4 seven~year-old girl, whose mother is
interested in both the appearance and the school work of
her daughter, is in the most progressive group in the high
second grade. This little girl, always neat and clean,
appears to enjoy the health playve and others in which she
hag a part. B8She reads stories with her father and mother,
and takes walks with them. Every afterncon, they help her
with her school work. Both parents are unemployed. The
econcmic status of the family is not reported, but uneme
ployment coften denctes low finances. The child seems happy
and talks bhappily about her family almost every day.

Case Ko. 20! This ohild comes tc school neat and clean
and talks frequently about "mother and dad." He says they
read together and play games, and that they go visiting.

He seems very happy in school and does excellent work.

Cften he reports on &ligir doing sehool work at home and how

e

well his father thinks he can read. (nece he told about



reading to his mother. He said he asked her a word and found
that she waes faet asleep. The father is employed by W.F.A.
at a monthly salary of thirty-five dollars. The low eoco~
nomic status does not seem to affect the varent's ccmpan?
ionship with this child.

Case MD. 21: This c¢hild is a nine year old boy, who
attends Sunday School and is a capable student. He ex~-
hibits immsture traits by asking the teacher to feel his
loose teeth, by telling her that bis eyes burned so that
he could not study, and by offering cther childish exocuses.
He saye his father does not read with him, but that they
play gamee together, and the maid takes him walking. Seek-
ing encouragement and praise for his aceomplishments, he
to0ld his teacher that he read signe to his mother and dad
one day when they went down town, and they thought he
could read "real good.® The father earns one hundred
dollars monthly, which is high for the group. The ¢hild
seems to have all of the phyeical necessities, but appears
to crave more parental companionship in play.

Case Bo. 22: This agresable boy, eight years of age,
who does not attend church services, is not an outsitanding
child. He works guietly and accurately, and he plays
harmoniously with other chilﬂren.' He reports that he and
his mother read stories and go t0 the movies together; the
father reads with him on Sunday. One day he mentioned that in

his family, they had played guitars, fiddles, and piano the



night before. They also sang songs. 4nother time, he men-
tioned that he and his dad played baseball, and that he won.
The economig status of the family is high for the group,
and the child is happy with his parental companionship.

Case Ho. 231 The mother of thie gight-year-cld boy
died when he was three yvears of age. Hig father is s
salesman, and hie stepmother cares for the child and his
three older brothers, keeping them all in school. The
child cowes to school neat, and clean, and with hig cloth~
ing in good repair. He has a good personality and usually
tries to bring up bis work. He repeated the low first
grade and is repeating the high second grade. Although he
is tardy frequently and is repeating this work, his individ-
ual vrogress is improved somewhat. He says that his father
and stepmother play with hiﬁ, read, and ge to the movies.
However, he does not appear to be companicnable with them.
This condition may be due to the absence of his real mother
and not to the economic status of the family., The father
earns an average menthly salary of seventy-five dollars.

Gase %¥o. 24: This six-year-old girl dces not have &
large group of friends. 8he has one close girl friend in
her grade. Together they study art, in which she is good.
¥earing silk dresses, she comes to schocl meat and clean.
She is slow both in readin~ and in number work. She

reports that her fuiher does not read with her, but that
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they go to ball games and the wmovies together. She gave

ag her excuse for not reading well on one occasion the faot
that she, her mother, and dad had gone to the show $0 see
Charlie MoCarthy.

Case Ho. 2Df One of the best pupils in the second
grade is thls seven year old girl. Likable, attractive,
and popular, it seews strange that she has so little self-
confidence. 8he covers her face when she shows any of her
art work to the class. However, she talks freely about her
home. She told the teacher that she and her dad went for
a walk every night in the summer, and that dad knew all

about the stars and the moon.

Summary
These case studies are related to the children and their
companionship with thelr parents. Appearance, behavior, and
conversation of puplls are somewhat of an index to their
home 1life. These brief studies have been an aid in interpret-

ing the pupilts ideas of child-parent companionship.



CHAPTER V

SUMKARY AND CONCLUSICHS

This study hae besn relsted to cerdeln idess of child~
parent ¢ompanionsilp @8 expressed by twenty-fivs sacond~
grade punils Lo the Saw Houston School, Denton, Texas. The
study had & two-lold purpose: first, to discover what the
second-grade children seemed to consider as desirable com-
panlonship bLetwsen themselves and thelr psrents; and
second, bto recognige the appsrent need for child~parent
companlonship that scemed Lo exlst amgng the pupils,

Deta Tor the study were secured primarily from the puplls
themselves and from hope visits, Becent trends in child~
parent corpanionship were determined by literature from Looks,
warazines, and bulletins,

Chapter I contalns an introdustlon to the problem.

This discussion includes a ststoment of the problem, the
purpose oi the research, scurces of dsis, method of pro-
gedure, snd pethods for msking the study.

Chapter II conteins dets on the home envivoament., This
discussion includes data on physical, socclel, and economic
environmental factors in the howes,

Chapter TII contains the ldeas of child~parent compan-
ionship &s expressed Ly the puplls, These dulsa were secured

T4
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by means of a questlonnalre answered by each child regarding
his idess of child-parent companionship. The pupils ex-
pressed 1ldeas on activities which they participated in with
their fathers and mothers; they slso reported on sctlvities
which they wished their fathers and mothers would not partlei-
pete in. Reports on these items served as an index to thelr
idess of what child~parent companionship means.

Chanter IV is a discussion of the cese studies of the
pupils., These deta were collected during the first semester
of 1939-40. Although they are not scientific, they serve
as bases for inbterpreling behavior and for understanding
children's personalitles,

Chapter V centaing a summasry of the problem with con-
clusions drawn from the study.

The following data make up & summary of the information
secured from research on this problem:

1, Twenty per cent of the fathers of the second-grade
children in the Sam Houston School, Denton, Texas averaged
a wonthly sslary of §40.00; the families averaged approxi-
mately three chilldren,

2. Fine of the houses in which the second-pgrade chil-
dren lived wers unatirsctive on the outside; elght were
unatirsctive on the insids; and thirteen were locabted in

unatirective neighborhoods.
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3. Twenty-one of the twenty-five houses were equipped
with modern facilities.

4. Beventeen of the homes had a radio.

5. Wo child was reported to have a room by himself in
his home.

6. Fourteen of the pupils possessed attractive toye;
eleven did not have attractive toys.

7. Approximately fifty per cent of the pupils reported
that they did not read bocke in their home.

8. Ho pupil was reported tc have children's magazines
in his home.

9. Twenty-three of the pupils were reported to appear
happy in the home; in eighteen cases, the child and his
parents geemed tc be companionable; and five cases indicated
incompatibility and lack of companionship between the child
and hig parents.

10. The fathers of the second-grade pupils were reported
to be employed in the following ccecupations: W.P.A., banking,
insurance, state highway, meat market, cemetery, dairy, teach~
ing, attending college, milling, light company, garage, power
plant, C.C.C. Camp, drug store, motor company, mill elevator
and salesmanship. |

11, Only one child reported that his father and mother
were divorced.

12. One child reported that his father was not employed

but was in college working on a masters degree.
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13. One father made a monthly salary of $170.00; five
made between $100,00 and $125.00; six, from §75.00 to $100.00;
three, from $50.00 to #65.00; and five, from §$35.00 to $§40.00.

14. Eleven of the fathers of the seccnd-grade pupils
attended college; aix completed high school; six attended
grade school; and twe did not repord.

15, Ten of the mothers of second-grade pupils attended
college; =ix attended high school; eight attended grade
school; and one did not repors. Valusble-information-se——
cured on this item alded in the study.

16. Each of the following activities was mentioned by
the stated number of pupils as being participataﬁ in by
them and their mothers together; vigiting friends and
relatives in Denton, twenty; working in the yard, twenty;
going to the fair, twenty; taking walks, nineteen; talking
about school work, nineteen; planning new c¢lothes, nineteen;
listening tc the radio, nineteen; cleaning up the house,
nineteen; going to parades, nineteen; reading stories,
eighteen; visiting friends and relatives away from Denton,
eighteen; going to Bunday School and church, eighteen; help~
ing to buy the grcceries, eighteen; golng to the park,
elghteen; going for a drive in the car, eighteen; feeding
the chickens, eighteen; going for rides in the country,
seventean; going to the movies, sixteen; reading the funny

papers, sizteen; making candy, sixteen; taking plictures,
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sizteen; playing games in the house, fifteen; playing with
pets, fifteen. The other activities listed in the question-
naire were menticned by less than fifteen of the students.

17. It is to be concluded that each of the pupils
enjoyed most the following activities with their mobhers:
vigiting friends and relatives in Denton, golng to the
fair, and working in the yard. The following activities
ranked pecond: taking walks, talking about new clothes,
ligtening to the radic, cleaning the house and going to
parades.

18. The least-enjoyed activities participated in by
mothers and children appeared to be: camping, sewing, knitting,
crocheting, and embroldering,

19. The children reported that they wished their mothers
would not participate in the followlng activities: making
them go tv bed early; leaving them at home with someone slse
when visiting friends and relatives; spanking themj reading
the paper when they wanted her to play with them; be fussy.
The other aotivities lisged in this section of the question~
naire wafe mentioned by fewer than fifty per cent of the
children.

20. The feollowing number of pupils indicated that they
enjoyed participating in the stated activities with their
father: thirteen, reading stories; ten, going to the movies;

fifteen, playing games in the house; sixbteen playing games
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putside; eighteen vigiting friends and relatives in Denton;
fifteen, taking walks; seventeen, talking about school work;
fifteen, planning new clothes; thirteen, going toc the park.
The remaining items mentioned in this sectlion of the question-
naire were mentioned by less than forty per cent of the
puplls.

21. The following number of children indicated that
they wished their fathers would not participate in the stated
activities: seventeen, spank them; twelve, scold them; ten,
be fussy; thirteen, leave them at home when he went to town,
church, or to the movies; twelve, leave them at home with
gomeone else when he went to vigit friends and relatives;
eleven, leave them at home with someone else ﬁhﬁn he went
driving; eighteen, make them go to bed early; nineteen, read
the paper when they wanted him %o play with them; ten, listen
to radio programs they did not like; five, make them eat meals
by themselves; 2ix, make them get ready for scheol by them-
gelves; eight, make them read stories by themselves and make
them play by themselves; ten, keep them from playing in the
park; five, keep them from playing with thelir 1ittle friends;

ten, keep them from going to the movies,

Comelusions
Thie study seems to justify the following conclusions:
1. A large percentage of the houses in which the second-

grade children lived were unattractive on the inside and



cutside and were located in unattractive neighborhocds. These
undesirable physical surrcundings did not seem to keep the
parents and children from being companionable, since only
five cases of child-parent incompatibility were observed in
the twenty-five homes, |

2. A large percentage of the families had a low eco-
nomie status; many of the children did not possess atirac-
tive toys; few pupile had c¢hildren's magazines in the home;

a large percentage had no radic, yet the low economic status
did nct seem to cause the children and their parents to be
incompatible, OFf the five observed cases of incompatibility,
three existed in homes where the monthly income ranged from
gseventy~five dollars %0 ninety dollars. In one case the
monthly income wae thirty-five dollars, and in another, sixty~
five dcllare. Thus there gseemed to be no significant rela-
tionship between family income and companionship of parents
and children.

3. Tables seemed to show much companionship between
parente and children. Statements of ohildren sometinmes
showed a longing for more companionship. The mumber of
times a relationship is enjoyed would tell a better story
and more needs t0 be done on this poing.

4, The phyeical envirconment of a great number of homes
in which the second=-grade puplls live was not conducive to
happiness for the children, but this factor does not appear

to offer specific diffioulties in child-parent companionship.



81

5. Ocgeupations regquiring parents to be away from home
a great part of the time caused a few of the children to feel
a lack of companionship with their fathers and mothers.

This fact seemed to be more important than a low occupation
status,

6. The educational training of parents did not debtermine
the degree of companionship that existed between the pupile
and their fathers and mothere represented in this study,

7. A large percentage of pupile considered participa-
tion with parents in the following activities to be desirable
companionship: reading stories, taking walks, vieiting
friends, going to Sunday School and church, planning school
work and new clothes, goilng to the park, driving in the car,
woerking in the yard, going to the Tair, listening to the
radio, cleaning up the house, going to the cirous and
parades.

8. & large percentage of the puplle considered the
following activities participated in by their parente to be
undesirable ag related tc child-parent companionship: lesav=-

in

G

child at home when paurents g¢ somewhere, spanking, make-
ing children go to bed early, and reading the paper when
the child wants to play.



AFPPENDIX A

The following questlonnalire form was used to secure
data on the gupil's ideas of child-parent companionship:
1, Is the house atiractive on the outside?

2. Is the house attrsctive on the inside?
3. L8 the house in an attractive nelghborhood?
4, Does the house have modern facilities?

5, Does the child have 8 room to himsell¥

[ox]

. If not, does he have some ncuok or corner he can call hls
own<t

7. Does he have several attractive toys?

€. Does he read his books?

9, Does his parents read with him or to hinm?

10, Does he have childrens magazines? How many?
11, Does he read the magazines?

12. Do the parents read magazines with or to him?
13. How many children in the famlly?®

14, Is there a radio in the home?

15, Is father employed? Where? Salary?

16, Is mother employed? Where? Salaryt

17. If mother is employed who cares for child?

6. Does the chlld seem happy in the home?

19. Lo the child and parents appear companionsble?
20, Educational treining of mother

2l. Educatlonal ftraining of father

Homrks —=——mem—mc——— -
' 82



APPENDIX B

The following questlionneire form wes used to secure
data on the home envlironment of the puplils:
Things WMy Mother and I do together that I enjoy very much:
1, Read stories
2. Go to the movies
3. Play games in the house
4. Play games on the outside
5. Take walks
6. Visit friends and relatives in Denton
7. Vislt friends and relatives away from Denton
€. Go to Sunday Schoel and Chureh
9., Talk about my school work
10, Flan my new clothes
11, Buy groceries
12, Co to the park
13, Go to programs at the collegses
14, YHave partises for my friends
15, Resd the funny papers
16, Bo for a drive in the car
17. Go swimming
18, Go to ball games
18, Listen to the radio

20, Go camplng

83
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Go fishing
Make candy
Clean up our house

VWierk 1n the yard

, Play with our pets

Coolt our nmeals

Sew, knit, crochet, embroider

Moke scrapbooks of pictures, poems, stories, stc.
feed the chickens

Make playthings

Go to the clrcus

o bo the fair

Go to parades

. Ride out in the country

Make‘up stories, poems, and riddles
Take plctures

Collect things for & hobby

NMemorlze verses

ilake excursion trips to the dalry, flour mwills, printing

shops, ete,

40.

What else do ycu and your parents do togetherst

Things 1 Wish Ky Mother Would YNot Do:

1. Zpank me

2.

s5cold me

5

5. Be fussy
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4. Leave me at home by myself when she goes to town, church,
or to the movles

5. Leave me at home with someone else when she goes to vislt
our friends or relatives

G, Leave me at home wlth soneone else when going driving

7. liake me go to bed early

£. Read the paper when I want her to play with me

9. Listen to radio programs that I do not like

10, Hake me get ready for school by myself

11, ¥ake me play by myselfl

12, HMeke me read stories by myself

15. Xeep me from playing in the park

l4. FKeep me from playling with my little Pfriends

15. leep me from going to the movies

Things Ly Father and I do together that I enjoy very nuech:
1. Read stories
2+ Go to the movies
5. Play games'in the house
4. Play games on the outside
6. Take walks
6. Visit friends and relatives in Denton
7. Visit friends and relatives away from Denton
Ss G0 to Sunday School and Church
9. Talk about my sehool work

10. Plan my new clothes
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11. Buy grocerles

12, Go to the park

13, Go to programs at the colleges
14, Have parties for my friends
15. Read the funny pspers

16, Go for & drive in the car
17. Go swimmling

l¢. Go to ball games

19, Listen toc the radio

20. Go camplng

2l. Co fishing

22, Make csndy

Things I Wish My Pather Would Not Do:
1. Spank me
2, Seold me
3. Be fussy
4. Leave me at home by myself when he goes to town, church,
or to the movies
5. Leave me at home with someone else when he goes to visit
our friends or relatives
6. Leave me at home when golng driving
Te Make moe go to bed early

3. Read the paper when I want hin to play with me

g

+ Listen to radio programs that I do not like

10, Hake me eat umesals by nyself
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Make
Kake
¥ake
Xeep
¥eep

Xeep

moe

mne

me

ne
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get realdy for school by uwyselfl
play by nyself

read stories by myself

from playing in the park

from playing with my little friends

from golng to the movies
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