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financing c county goverrment, Therefore, the problewm of

county Ilinancing may be Justified beecause it aso
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secause ol the limitations of the thesis, 1% will uot
be possible to exhauat the s@bjcat of county finanaagu.
Horsover, the wide GliTersnces exlsting amons the 254 Texas
counties as bo population, woaltlh, Tesources, revenues, and
expenditures prohibit uore than a brief review of ths nan~
clal standings of a few counties.  Brewster, Sollin, Cooke,
Denton, Orayson, Momtaﬂue, end lockwall counties have been
chicgen ag Bpecimens In thin report. The activitiesn af these
counties are considered as belng typleal of the sntire stats.
1t will be noted that Gotlls ity Cuolie, Donton, Crayson, lon-

Tague, and vise counties are similar Iin aize, location, and

physlcal roperiies, such as topography and agricoultural poge
8ibllities. Secause of these simllar features 11 was thought

best Lo coupare theso countiles as Lo thelr gsetusl wosgibil-

ities and theiy Tlnanelal sroblems.
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tors in Lhe vieinlly of Denbon, Tesas. 4As peguiroed by
law, fouse Bill lo. 806, passed by the 43rd Teoxas Logla~
lature, all county auditors smst subalt a roport of all
financisl transacblonsg st the end of a o
1t was cesireble Yo depend upon asuthentic data, 1% was
aClvidual counbicse

of gathering data has

been avoided In this problen bescause of the interference
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the political tendency of bhiasod chinking with the true
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condition of a county's Clnanclel stabus.
Also, 1t was noticed abt the onseb of this problem that
sersonal Iunterviews with county officials would not bring

the desired oulcome, that of unblased, open-minded informabion.
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In determining the quality ol counly administration in kalz

lation to a fized govermmental pollicy, both sides of the

problem muet be velued with equal jud

Yhie Audibor of one county curing an interview was

asized how the credit of his countw compared with an adja-

cent coumby: the answer was, "low, youlvs getting into
pollitics." of course, hlsg answor was, cbviouely, an eva-

give one. Jith certain Limitabions, accordin: Lo the 3tate
¥

iff 3

Congtitutlon, Article VIEZ, Sectiom 9, countiles are ziven
the power Lo go in debt, provided the gualified voiers
assent on such lssues. Some counbwr 0ificials pride thene
selves on staying within the limits of the law. The at-
tltude of this Audite er, however, was ovidence that he
congidered the credit of his counby & political question,
ratlier than one pertalnine to efflclency of the techni~
calities of the law,
W@ Annual Hepayt of ons particular county revsaloed
that no insurance was carvisd on the courthouse, whilch,
besides belng a vory old structure, carricd an indebbedness
of 16,000, Since revorts oxen ned (rom other countics hag
ghown thet theip courthouses, even though they were old,
were insured, the Auditor was questioned about the lack of
Insurance on this co urthouses. e was taken aback by the

guestion and hesltated over the answer, butb o deputy in

1y stadted that the courthouse wasg



insured. Vhen i1t was polnted out that the county expondi«
ture showed no ltem to cover this Insurance, the Audibor
acinowledged that no insurance had been carried on the

bullding for several years. defors thls,
had made this assertion had stated that

&

which hed been under sbtuly was entirely |

he dellberately missbtated the mnswer to the lusurance

query, or he was neglizent toc the extent thet he could

mber detalls of an I

wortant report.
A county btreasurer was interviewed In an eflfori o

o

trace the channels of an expendlture {rom the binme an
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§ +

order is nmmde untll 4t iz conmumated. The fraasarev Of -

fered a warrant of seven

j=oad dollars as an examples, and
stated that the mmount filled in by the auditor was Loy
Jurors? fecs. Tn reyiﬁ Lo questlions concerning the mumber
of Jurors and the bime served by each, the Ureasurer said
that she had no unowledge concerning thisz phase of the mabe
ter, bubt thal she suppoesed The Auditor did. According to
hor stabenent, ne check had been made by her department ¢n
the warrants Lo ave 17 errors had been made. Sinece the
Jurors who were pald had made no complaint soncerning the
amounts recelved, she had baken it for granted that the
warranits were proporly drowie

Ho doubt the examples of carelessness given above are

excepbions rather than the rule, bub even an wnprejudiced
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o éigerimination was intended bo bLe made betwesn thwe

educational opportunitlies of the white people awd
ored, as is borme out by Lhe words to thet effect In the
State Comstitutlons

Separate poho fap the

white and @ml@%ul
vision ohall be nadle

Data gathered from DDLUy 1 recent ressearch
reveal that the educalbl
Texas are ncit equal o
same basin of evalustlon, the ecompilor Lound that, conirary

to the provisicns of the State Jonstiiution, negzro public ed-

.

ueabion is fer below the standards of the white children, e

stressed that Inequalitles in the valuation ol taxsble prop-

- 3

erty could be blamed lor ithe unsgual edugatlc snal advantases

ande avallable for these puplls. The following conclusions

were drawn from the extensive research menbloned above:

5 The bulld
ke

Le LiE DL
the white schools 3
the building v&ld&
ored schicold.

II. Hearly tw*s@ as much was spent Lo Lrang-
asort & white child to echool as was apent to transge
port o slame& aniﬁu to school.

TIT. The libraries in the white sci
bines as many volumes p
libreries in the colore

iVe Yhe wvalue of 1

o]
IL

33

valus per pupll enrcelled ix
oveyr threc bimes as much o
é? pupil enrolled in the colw

a2

3

B

n-

ive
taﬁ

opr pupll senrolle
d. e}u»&ﬂ‘@ls -
ibraries, por pupill ﬂnpsll@ﬁ,
was sboub £ive times ag nueh Iin thoe white sgchools as
in the ccolored school
Vs Whe wL?Le &cﬁ

olg had an annual teachers
selary of aboub 1.5 iz 5

1
wi bthat of tho colored schools.
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IXe The wlz*v te mﬁri ac a hisher average lally
attendance than the colow Puslls.

As  The m}l cheols had a

ratic than ite szchoolg.

£I. The wui c&hals nad a higher annuasl cost
of instruction jslcks il amr@lleg t%an the colored,

S

#II. The pe "{,,e‘ﬂ,a”em !3;:?’ e
in the oo 1&?’*Qr¥ schools than in s;,:;e, T
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" &
of |
s

ot ls greater
ive schools, and
e percentase of ar,cm,*v’a%,@d rupile is greater in

F

o
wh
o

a lm’ (:}

the white schools than in the ulormg “c,?‘m@oﬁls,
X A.J.J.. uz{: u.xa puplis had a higher graduating
Ar

LT Y s
his iz Just another

batantiatine the fact that

{.;
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ple laws have been Pagsed, but that es far ag enioreing then

soes, they have
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othwer hand, the formers and onforcers of this low
¢ have Jalled in thelr respounslbllity to enforece

£

the law to olfend the

on by allowing vielabors of

nsione 1t was observed that

eneral, and laxity in the law enforcew-
ment department has encowrased open practice of violetion of
these lawa. It geeus reasonable to conclude that, owing bto

these open complaint agalnat county

" _— gy o ey 2
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depnrinent.
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personal pride in s pesition which changes so frequently,

The road and bridge fund should not be divided awong
the four commissioners to spend as they see fit, but should
be handled by an engineer of finance who is under the direec-
tioﬁ of a board of supervisors who are respomnsible to all
the people, The spending of money for road supplies and
building materials should be closely supervised im order to
get the maximum of sexvice and satisfaction from the taxme
payers' money. The construction of bridges and roads should
be regulated according to state governunent speecifications.

A uniform plan of govermment for loeal units as diversi-
fied in location, wealih,; ares, and extent of population as
those of Texas is almost impossible to follow, It would be
unreasouable to expect every county to attain the sane de-
gree of efficiency under such an inelastie pattern.

Almost without exception a specifie pumber of officials
ig elected to eounty offices vegardless of the sparsity of
population, extent of wealth or area of the county, It ap-
pears reasonable, aﬂemréing‘tewgaed business principles, that
the nmumber of oifieials should vary w@ﬁﬁ;th£‘naada of the
countys and not according to theory, | .

Because of the unjustness of the spoile system, the
merit system is rscoumended as a solution to the present
practice of political graft, Civil Service examinations on

3 competitive basis tend to raise the standard of efflciency
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