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IRTRODUCTION

The Hast Texas Tlmber Reglon 1s the part of the state
first settled by plonsers from the Bastern States. The
Timber Reglon extends from the Coastal Prairie on the south-
east o another pralrie section on the north and west. The
general surface in the southern part 1s gently rolllng but
rises higher in the norths The sbundant rainfall, timber,
and porous soil provided water enough underground to supply
springs, wells, and streams which supvlied water enough for
the sarly colonists.t

Several things were considered by the early settlers
when they made Hast Texas the cholce for new homes. ‘Some
were: (1) they wanted to have sccess to a navigable river
near the Gulf so that supplies could be sscured eesily;

{2) they wanted to be near some road by which they could
communicate with other places when necessary; (%) they
nesded wood and water; and (4) they preferred bottom lands
which could be easily cultivated., All thess were found in
the Timber Reglon.®

Indians lived in East Texas long before the coming of
the French and Spanish., The Indilans of Texas comprised

about five main groups. The Texas or the Hasinal Indians

IH. Smlth and D, Walker, Geography of Texas, p. 16.

QH. Smith and D. Walker, Geography of Texas, p. 16.
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occupled the repgion betwesn the Sabine and Trinlty Rivers
in territory now Houston, Angelina, Cherokee, Nacogdoches,
and San Augustine Counties.® The word "Texas™ was used by
the tribes who were friendly. The Hasginal Indians applied
it to themselves, and alter the coming of the Spanish, the
name wasg used in all the province, The Indians of the Hast
Texas Reglon were divided into about twelve tribes with one
tribe being supreme.

A astarting polint from which to determine the location
of most of the tribes was the founding of the mission of
Huestra Senora de Guadalupe abt the main village of the
Nacogdoches in 1718, for it can be shown that this mission
remained on the ssme site until 1773.° The Hosinal Indian
group has also been called the Southern Ceddo, and was com-
posed of about a dozen emall tribes living in the valleys
of the Angelina and Neclies Rlvers. Hach tribe had a civil
chief; there were also war chiefs. To the northwest on the
Red River lived tﬁe Caddo Indians who lived like the Hasinal
and spoke nearly the same language. To the east of the

Haginal were the Alg and Adses and to the soutlhesst were the

%G, W, Norvell, Texas, Ds O
4, L. Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, p. 5.

“H, E. Bolton, "The Native Tribes About the Hast Texas
Miseions," Texeg Historicsl Association gQuarterly, XI
(1908), 258-259.
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Bidal. These tribes were sebtled Timber dwellers. When
the Spanigh came to Texas, the Asinal tribe lived in =
province that was very fertile and sulteble for planting.®

The Hast Texas Indiens lived 1in relablvely fixed loca-
tions and were agricultural tribes. They lived in loosgely
bullt agriculbtural villages surrounded by their fields. The
Indian homes wers scattered for mileg around the villages,
snd there geemz to lhave been a main village which was re-
garded as the tribal headgquarters. The greatest digad-
vantage to these Indians was thst the region was very thick-~
1y covered with a variety of trees wlth 1ittle open country.

The timber tribes were more advanced than any of the
other groups. The women worked the fields, rand for food
they planted maize or corn, one early and one late kind;
beans of several varleties, watermelons, muskmelons, cal-
abasines, and sunflowers. They also ralsed tobacco., Thelr
agricuitural tools were crude. They had no iron axes or
plows Lo till the soil, but ﬁilled the trees by fire and
scratched The surface of the ground with hoes made of wood,
stone, or the bones of animals. They hunted wild animals
in the woods, and gathered nuts, acorns, wild fruit, and
different kinds of roots..

The Indisn homes were conlcal huts conslsting of a

5. A. Hateher, "Description of the Tejas or Asinai

Indians," Southwestern Historical suarterly, XXX (1927),
208-211.,




fremework of poles, supported by notched stekes interlaced
with willow limbs. That was covered with a thatch of grass
and surmounted by s tall spire or tuft of grass about two
feet high. Each house usually had four doors. The fire-
place was in the center and the smoke escaped through a

hole near the top on the east slde. Around the well, couches
were built which served for seats during the day and beds at
night, The houses were arranged ebout an open space which
gerved for ceremonial and soclal gatherings. These were

the conditions of the Indlans when the Spanlish Eegan to

settle East Texas.




CHAPTER I

THE SPANISH AND FRENCH IN BAST TEXAS

Spanish explorers came to Texas before the French ar-
rlved. Cabeza de Vaca spent several years in Texas among
the Indlans. After the death of De Soto in 1542, his men
crossed into the northeastern part of Texas. However, La
Salle was vhe [lrst to abttempt a settlement and gave France
a claim to Texas. ©La Salle had made explorations in the New
World and 1In 1685 attempted to make a settlement on the Mis-
sissippl Hiver. He mlssed the mouth of the MNississippi and
landed on the coasst of Texss.® It is not lmown whether he
did this intentionally or accidentally; nevertheless he had
great misfortune as & result of his landing ln Texas. La
Salle had trouble with his men; and while he was searching
for his companions, who had been captured by Indisns, his
sulp carrying his supplies for the settlement grounded. If
all the men had worked together, the supplies would have
been saved; but many refused and the ship was carried away
before some of the supplies could be removed. Indisns began
to steal the things that had been saved., La Salle was nok
dlscouraged, and he declded to explore the country. There
were =220 Yrenchmen, and La Salle ordered the construction of

a fort. He took fifty men aend started exploring the region

Ir, 7. Morfl, History of Texas, Vol. I, p. 121.




but had Lo return to the fort on account of Indians. ILa
Salle found a place farther inlsnd that he liked better for
a fort; so he had all the men at the first site to join him
and they began worlk on = second fort. The new fort was
called St. Louls.

La 8alle then made a journey which lasted more than
three months. He was well satisfled to have discovered a
beautiful country. His last ship was wrecked and he had
~only & few supplies left. He did not pay muech attention to
hig misforbune, but it made a deep impression on the settle-
ment. On January 12, 1687, La Salle left Fort 3%, Louils
with twelve men.< Five men, Duhaut, James, Liotot,
1f'Archevequse, and Telssier, decided to kill La Sslle. First
they killed his nephew and friends. While searching for his
nephew, La Salle was shot through the head by Duhaut. Fort
Ste Louls was a failure as a permenent settlement for the
French, but it served to frighten the Spanish into trying
to settle Texas.

In 1686 s French frigate, called Huestre Senora de
Hegla, was captured in the Gulf of lexico by the Spanish.
They learnsd from the crew of La Salle's settlement, and ex-
nedlitions were gent out to search for the fort. A Frenchman
named Juan Enrigue was captured and taken to Mexleco City.

He told the vicesroy of La Salle's attempt at gsettlement,

“p, J. Yorfi, History of Texas, Vol. I, p. 130.




and ol'fered to lead an expedltion Into Texas, The Spanish
were anxlous to find La Salle's settlement, because they
felt that Texas belonged to Spaln. They claimed Texas be-
cause of: (1) the dlscovery of America by Columbus; (2) the
conguests of Cortez; and (3) the explorations of Spanigh
officers, such as De Soto, Cabeza de Vaca, and others who
passed through Texas. In order to stop the rench from
talklng Texas, the viceroy ordered Alonso de Leon to explore
the country and to question La Salle if he found him.® De
Leon carried only a2 few men; he Cld not expect to dlslodge
the French but thought they might leave when informed df
the Spanlsh rights.

De Lebn reachied Texas and proceedsd to the place where
La 52lle had bullt his fort. He found the fort destroyed,
the people all gone, the houses sacked, and all the furniture
that the settlers had possessed broken. He found the leaves
of many books written In Mrench scattered over the ground.
It seemed that the destroyers had ruined everything they
could not usze themselves., The houges had been built of
plagter and palisades and were useless for any defense. Un
the facing of the principal door of the fort weas inscribed

the year 1684, when the sefttlement was established.® De

9., L.'Crocket, Iwo Centuries in Zast Texas, p. 13.
. C. CGlark, "The Beginnings of Texas,” Texas Elstorical
Association Quarterly, V (1902), 175-176.

40, w. Hackett, Pichardo's Treatise on the Limits of
Loulsiana and Texas, Vol. I, pp. 139-140.




Ledn found two Frenchmen who were survivors of the settle-
ment. They told him that more than one hundred had died of
smallpox and that the others had been killed by the Caran-
caguases Indians. He took the men and returned to Mexico to
glve the viceroy an account of what he had found.

The wiceroy reallized that he had made a miatake by not
ordering a settlement made in Texas. He irmmediately ordered
De Lebn to return to Texas and make a settlement. De Lebdn
took one hundred ten men and some religious men with him. o
He reached Dast Texas safely, ralsed the Spanish standard,
and took possession of the country for Spain. The mission-
aries then founded the first mission in 1690 and called San
Franclsco de los Tejas, as it was built in the middle of the
Tejas reglon.® The distance from the Tejas village when
bhe church was bullt to the Neches Hiver was abount three
leaguss in a general.northeastern direction. The mligslon
wasg bullt In the Tejas village, which has been identified
ag San Pedro Creek. The actual site has been placed by
Bolton on the San Pedro Creek northwest of Neches some six
or eight miles west of the Neches Hiver. Father Massanet
wes given charge of the mission. The second misslon, San-

tigsimo Nombre de Warfa, was bullt later a few miles north-

o, J. Morfi, History of Texas, Vol. I, p. 152.

64, Woldert, "Location of Tejas Indian Villages and
Spanish Misslons," Southwestern Historical guarterly,
AXXVIIT (1935}, 206, C. L. Castanedsa, Our Catholic Heri-
tage in Texas, Vol. I, p. 353.




east of the flrst. In the fall of 1691, Father Fray Jesls
Marfia founded the new mission on the banks of the Neches
hiver about five mlles from San Francisco de los Tejas. De
Lebn learned from the Indians that a white man had been
vigiting with them and trylng to influence them against the
Spanish. He believed the white man to have been Tonti, La
salle's lleutenant, from Fort St. Louis. De Leon saw the
mission finlshed; and leaving three soldiers and three mig~
sloparies, he returned to Mexico.

The first mission was not very successful, and the
Indians wanted bto return to their unclvilized ways of liv-
ing. De Leon had chosen soldlers that he thought would be
all right to live In the misslon, but they were harsh and
cruel to the Indlans, They soon grew to hate the bold Euro-
peans and were afrald of losing their lands. The condition
of the misslon grew steadily worse. A flood destroyed the
crop, and it was followed by a drought which caused a scar-
city of food. The Indians beceme hostile, because of thelr
wedlicine men and because of the wickedness of the soldlers,
who paid no attention to the priests.

De Leon reported to the Spanish government of the fer-
tility and vasiness of the new territory and of the desire
of the Indians for missionaries. He also told the suthor-

ties that 1t would be easy to discover other Indian na-
tions, convert them to the Cathollce religion, and then make

them vassals of the Spanish goverrment. As a result of his
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report, the King gave permission to the Franciscan mission-
arles to convert the Indlans.! The King of Spaln ordered
encther expedition to Texas, and the viceroy appointed
Domingo Teran de los Rios to underteke a land journey. He
wag glven fifty soldiers, each of whom was paid 400 pesos

a year; fourteen missionary fathers; and seven lay brothers,
all Franclsecans. They reached the migsion San Francisco de
los Tejas August 4, 1891. The King had ordered new missions
to be founded and the work was soon started. The soldiers
began to annoy the Indlans, and Teran refused to dlscipline
them when the missionsries complained. Teran was irritated
by the check on his auvthority by the misslionaries and, since
he could find no riches, decided to go back to Mexico. IHe
left flfteen missionaries with ten soldiers and one corporal
to protect them.

Teran seems to have made a terrible mistake because he
coused the losz of the province at that time for Spaiﬁ. The
following winter was so severe that the wheat crop was de-
gtroyed and many of the cattle died. There was very little
food, and the soldiers becmme more quarrelsome every day
and begged the missionaries to leave Liast Texas, In 1693
Salinas was sent to the mlsslon to carry supplles and the
Spanish govermment sent word for the missionaries to leave

the misslons. The Indlang were growing more hostlle; so the

VF. Je Morfi, History of Texas, Vol. I, p. 153.
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priests became afreid and buried what they could not carry

and fled to Mexlco. Thus it seemed bthat the first attempt

at permanent settlement by the Spanish was & complete fallw
ure .8

For twenty yeers neither France nor Spaln tried to
colonize Texas.® Even Though Spain failed in the first
attempt at settlement, some good resulted., The first fail-
ure helped the Spanish Lo succesd the next time. They vew
came familiar with the country and named some of the rivers.
Dim trails began to be marked oub; and good cemping places,
witich later became flourishing towns, were selected. The
site of the present city of San Antonio was noticed by the
Saint-Denis expedition. The Spanish learned somsthing of
the Indian language and how to manage them.,

To understand more fully why the Spanish estsblighed
the lirst misegion and contlnued to esbtablish others for
several years, something of the political condltions of
that time must be known. The French were establisghed in
Louisiena along the Wlsslssippi River. After the unsuccess-
ful attempt of La Salle, the French had not given up en-
tirely thelr Intentlon of settling the lower Missigsippni
reglon which they claimed. Toward the end of the century

another attempt was made, thelr objective being FPensacola

8@. Le Crocket, Iwo Centuries in East Texas, p. 15.

90. Hie Caétaﬁeda, Qur Catholic Heritage in Texas,
Vol. I, p. 16.
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Bay in Spanlsh Florida; but finding the Spanish there, Sieur
d'Iverville, the French colonizer, moved on to Biloxi Bay
to establlish a sebtlement. The French became actlve, and in
1710 Sleur dtBlenville founded a trading post at the present
site of HMobile.tV The French also settled the post of Natche
itoches. When Saint-Denis apneared in Texas, the Spanish
were startled and saw that 1t was neceszary to take defenslve
actlon agsinst the French. Spaln knew that if she wanted to
keep Lexas for herself, France must not gain a foothold in
the orovinee., The Spanish government declded to bulld misge
glons to help gusrd the frontier against the enemlies. Yot
another reagon for settling the East Texas reglon wasg be-
cause of the Texas Indians, who were the most powerful and
influentbial natiané in the province of Texas. They were
somewhat civilized and wanted mlssionaries in Bast Tezas.
30 the Spanlsh, conaldering both Church and Stabte, planted
the first missions on the extreme sastern border, with the
moat extreme mission barely fifteen mileg from Natchitoches.
In 1713 the 3panish were asgain alarmed by rench ac-
tlvities near the East Texas reglon. UOn September lB,'lVlB,
Léuis ALV granted the monbpoly of trade of Loulsiana to
Antoine Crogat for [iftesen vears. The French wanted to
open trade with the Spanlsh in Mexico; also, they hoped to

gain mich wealth from the Indians and from the mines that

10g, w, Heusinger, Early Bxplorations and Mission Hsg-
fablishments in Texas, pe. 56.




were believed to De in the New World. When Crozat communl-
cated with the Svanish authorities, they refused to trade
with hir znd declared that New Spain was absolutely closed
to all foreign commerce,Ltl The French decided the only way
to trade would be through Texas by land. The governor of
Louisiana, M. Lamothe Cadillac, received a letier written by
o misgsionary near Coshuila who had been wanting %o return to
the Tejas Indisns. Father Hidalgo gave up all hope of in-
tereasting the Spénish,to gend him back to the Indlans and
let him rebuil& the mlgsion. He wrote to the Loulsiana gov-
ernor asklng about the Indians and wanting help to establish
missions among them. Cadilliac was ready to help The Spanish
bulld misslons if he could secure the supplles he needed for
his colony from New 3pain. Cadillac did not realize alt that
bime thab every Spanish mission was a blow to French clains,
An overlsnd sypedltion was organized to go in search of
Father Hidalpgo and to get horses and catile for the colony
of Louislsna.

The leader for the sxpedition had to be a man of expe-
rience, shrewd and capsble of dealing with the Indians. The
mén chogen for the position was Louls Juchersau de 3t. Denls.
He =zgresd to take ten thousgend livers of merchandise from
the public store and gell 1t in Mexico. Hls passport read,

"The Sieur de Saint-Denis is to bake btwenty-four men and as

1ig, €. €lark, "Louls Juchereaun de Salnt-Denis,"

Texas
Higtorical Associsbion guarterly, VI (1903), 8-7.
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many Indlans &g necessary and with them to go in search of
the mission of Fray Francisco Hidalgo in response to hig
letter of January 17, 1711, and thers to purchase horses and
cattle for the province of Louisiana.'l® Castafeda tells us
that the passport was dated September 12, 1713, San Fran

cilgeo el Grande Archive, VIII, 26. INews of the expedition

was known beflore this date, and the viceroy was warned of
the French activities. In 1714 the party set out for the
village of the Tonlcas, which was two leagues above the
mouth of the Red River. They moved on to the village of the
Natehitoches Indians and bullt two storehouses to store a
vart of their merchandise. Saint-Denis told the Indians
they must cultivate the land and gave them grain Lo plamt.
He said that the French would always be among them and they
need fear no hostile Indians. He left a few French st the
village and continued his explorations. He next went to the
village of the Asinal and lived there about six months. He
traded a large amount of his goods for cattle, horses, and
buffalo hides. Ramon in 1718 found the Indians with French
guns, beads, knives, and red and blue cloth; they told him
the French gave them in exchange for hides and horses.

It seems that Saint-Denls must have returned to Natchez
and given an account of his success and secured further in-

structions. He had not found Father Hidalgo, and he must

12gq, ¢, Castaheda, Qur Catholic Heritage in Tezas,
Vol. Il, Tre 28,




have secured fresh suppliés before repairing to the Asi-
neig. Salinas Varona's letters of August 20, 1713, and
October 20, 1715, seem to show that part of the Frenchmen
returned to Mobile with what they galved from their trade;
and also Domingo Remon's letter of July 26, 1716, is proof
of the extensive trade carried on by Saint-Denis among the
Tejas.15 The Indlens begged Saint-Denis to ask the Spanish
missionaries to reburn to Haet Texaes and bulld missions.

Early in the fall of 1714 Saint-Denis started for the
Présidio of San Juan Bautlista on the Rio Grande River. With
three other Frenchmen, Medar Jalot, Largen, and Penicault
Bernardino, two Tejas capbtains, and one other Indién, he
arrived at San Juan Bautisbta, located two leagues beyond the
Rio Grande. He told the Spanish authorities that he had
come from Loulslana to purchase grain and cattle and, find-
ing the Hast Texas mission abandoned, had continued his
- search for the Spanish. The captein placed the Frenchmen
under arrest and kept them in his home and sent word of
thelr arrival to the viceroy. The viceroy had Saint-Denis
taken to Mexico Uity.

Saint-Denis could have established himself in East
Texas before the Spanish authorities could have known what
he was dolng. But he was not very interested in taking

Texas; he and the French governor wanted a neighbor with whom

158, C. Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas,
Vols II, p. 29.




they mlght have a profitable trade.l4 The Spanish became
- alarmed when Sailnt-Denls arrived in Mexlco and immediately
began planning to meke permanent settlements in East Tex-
as,1% By bullding permanent settlements, Spanish claims
would be strengthened and French claims weakened. The real
glgniflcance of the Salnt-Denls expedition was that the
ownership of Texas and the fubure higtory of Texas were de-
cided.

In Mexico City Salnt-Denis told of the Indian affection
for the Spanish, and of the richness of the province of Yex- °
8. The vliceroy thought that Spain should send missionaries
at once to Bast Texas to begln building a new mission. A
general meetlng was held and the viceroy was Lo provide
goldiers aend missionaries with everything needed for an ex-.
pedition. The soldiers and missionaries were to civilize
the Indians and establlsh settlements to prevent the French
from taling Texas. Domingo Remdn was to lead the expedition
into Texas. Saint-Denis had made himself usgsful to the
Spanish; so when he offered to lead them Into Texas, he was
made conductor of supplies. While in the service of the
Spanish he corresgponded with the French governor. In
Ramon's expeditioh were twenty-two soldiers, twelve friars,
two men with thelr femllies, thirteen unmarried men, seven

married women, probably wives of the soldlers, one girl and

14g, 1. Crocket, Two Cenburies in Esst Texas, p. 21

15
He E. Bolton, Colonization of Korth America, p. 278.
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two emall children, one negro, and five Indlans. HNorfi
says there were twenty-five soldlers and five missionaries.

The group was met by Indians who expressed joy that the
Spanish were returning and accompanied them on into the
East. Saint-Denls went shead of the Spanish to tell the
Texas Indians of their coming. The Indlans came to meet
Remdn and showed him a great welcome. Hambn distributed
presents to the Indians snd appointed the son of Bernardino
as chief of the Texas and governor of the Indisns. He
founded six missionst San Francisco de los Neches, Purisims
Concepcilon, Huestra Sehora de Guadalupe de los Hacogdoches,
San José de los Naéones, Fuestra Senora de los Dolores de
los Als, and San Miguel de los Adses, the last only seven
leagues from Natchitoches.l® Over five thousand Indisans
came to the missions, and the Spanish had great hopes of
converting them.

On July &, 1716, the missionaries, Ramén, and many of
the Indlans crossed the Weches River and went to the nlace
chosen for the rsestablishment of the first misgion. It
was a spot in the middle of the Neche village located from
two to four miles from the river crossing and about four
leagues farther east than the originsl location. The mig-
sionaries fixed a temporary shelter of leafy branches,
moved into it, and made formal distribution of the equip~

ment and supplles provided for each of the missions. On

L6p, J. Morfi, History of Texas, Vol. I, p. 187,
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July & Domingo ltamdn formally appointed a Cablldo for the
Indian pueblo and gove official possession of the mission

to Father Fray Isidro Felix de Espinosa. The new mission
was named Nuestro Padre San Francisco de los Tejas. Father
Fray Manuel Castellanos was appointed for the spiritual care
of the soldlers. When the ceremonies were all over, Capbain
Rembn started oubt to bulld another mission.

The second establishment was to be the mission La
Purisime Concepcidn and was located about eight or nine
leagues northeast of the mission of San Franciseo de los
Tejas. It was just beyond the Angeline River in the middle
of the chiefl vlllage of the Alnay, 2 mile or two east of
the place where the highway crosses the Angelina, near two
springs, not far from the present Linwood Crossing.1? After
two centuries the springs were found in a neglected and
abandoned conditlon, but the location and appearance of the
two springs would show thabt place to he the site of Mizsion
Concepcidn, There was found a short disbtance from the twin
springs two plleg of native red rock, having every app@aral
ance of being the remains of the rock chimnevs of the mig-
siorz.l_8 Cn that site the Centennial Commission has erected

the marker for this mission. Hamon was imnressed with the

178, C. Castaheds, Our Cetholic Heribage in Texas,
Vol. II, »n. 5%.

18k, =, Blake, "Location of the Zarly Spanish Missions
and Freslidio in Hacogdoches County," Southwestern Historical
uarterly, January (1938), 220.
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fertility of the lend arcund the mlssion site. There wers
cultivated fields of corn, wabtermelons, beans, melons, to=-
bacco, and a painted flower which the Indians llked very
mucii,  On July 7, all preparations were completed; and
Rambn gave officlal possession of the mission to Father
Bapinosa, appolnted a governor called an alcalde for the
Indian pueblo, and dlsbributed gifts. Father Esplnosa ap-
pointed Father Fray Gabrlel Vergara minlister of the mission.
The Indiang Degan bullding a dwelling for the padres; and
Remon, with some of the missionaries, left for the village
of the Nacogdoches To build a third mission.

The Wission Nuestra Sehora de Guadalupe was foundsd
for the Nacogdoches and designated as the head of the mis-
slons to Le founded by the friars from Zacatecas, It was
located about nine leagues east-goutheast of the misgion of
La Purisima Concepecldn of the Hainal on the nresent site of
the c¢ity ol Hacogdoches. A temporary log chureh and dwell-
inga for the padres woers gulekly built., On Juiy 9, Rembon
gave formal pogsession of the misslon to Father Fray Antonlo
Margil de Jesﬁs, President of the Zacatecas missions. The -
next day he left to establish the mission of San Jozé.
Father Margil, with three misslonaries from the College of
Zecatecas, Fathers Fray Matias Shenz de San Antonlo, Fray
Pedro de Santa Maria v Mendoza, and Fray Augustin Patrdn,
gtayed at the mission. It was twenty-thres leagues farther

east than the first misslon founded by the Spenlsh in 1690.




The mission of San José was founded for the Nazonil
and Nedaco tribes and was located on an arroyo that flowed
north about [ifteen mlles northeast of the Hainal village,
where the mission of La Purisima Concepcidn was sstablished
on the present Bill's Creek near the north line of Nascog-
dochas County. Remdn says lie btraveled ten leagues west-
northwest from the village of the Nacogdoches to the‘Nazoni
through a country thickly =settled by Indians who welcomed
hin joyously.t® Father fspinosa arrived before Rambn and
had time to choose the site of the new migsion with Father
Fray Benlto Sanchez, minister of the mission. The Indlansg
bepan irmedlately to builld a church and dwellings for the
padres. After establishing thlg last of the four missions
agreed upon, Ramdn returned with much pleasurs to his tem-
porary camp. His primary purpose was completed, but the
work of converting and clvilizing the Indiens had just be-
gun.

Hemon learned all he could of French activities in East
Texeg and 1n 1717 made a visit to Natchltoches., He dis-
covered a well-bullt house with a stockade. Cantaln Hamon
sndt the missionaries ordered the French to erect a cross;
and, in the presence of Indlans, mass was celebrated. The
Spanish saw that the French had acquired quite a2 bit of in-

fluence over the Indians; so they decided %o stop with the

193, ¢, Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas,
Vol. 11, p. 60, :
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Adses nation. The Adaes welcomed them and invited the mig-
sionarles to establlsh a mission and to live among them.
Rembn was glad to do that and appointed the principal chief
as governor and gave posgesslon of the new mission to Father
Antonio Margll de Jesis. The mission was named Mission de
San Miguel de Linares, and it was located about eight or
nine leagues f{rom Natchitoéhes, near ths bank of the pressnt-
day Arroyo Hondo about a league from Spanish Lake <0

Then Hamdn and Father Marglil went to the country of the
Als, which wag about half way between the flrst four mis-
sions egtablished smong the Tejas and the mlission of San
Miguel.. The Indians were friendly and asked Kemon to es-
teblish & mission smong the tribe. Ramdn gladly agrseed;
and with ceremonles simlilar to those performed In the other
misgsions, appolnted a governor for the Indians and gave
possesslon of the new establishment to Father Marglil. The
mission was named FNuestra Senore de los Dolores de los Ais.
Father Margil took charge and selected 1t as his headquarters
becaunse of its location between Mlssion Concepcién'and Mig-
sion San Miguel. Ramodn had been instructed to establish
four missiong; but by establishing the Mission de San Miguel
de Linasres and the Mission Nuestra Senora de los Dolores,

withh the help of Father Margll and the missionariss of the

B, C. Casteheda, Qur Cathollic Heritage in Texas,
Vol. II, p. 67




Gollege of Zacatecas, he had bullt a total ~f six missions
mentioned In Horfi's Historila.

The work of the misslonsrles progressed slowly. Sick-
ness diminished the number of missionaries and soldiers and
the mlssionaries became discouragsd. MNany of the military
guerd ran awsy, some were 111, and some died. It seemed
that unless the officials of NWew Svain took Immediste sction
to resnforce the garrison, to supply the missionsriss with
necesslities, and to encourage settlers to come to Texas,
the possessions would be lost and the conversion of the
Inélans would have to be abandoned as in 1690. The missions
were in trouble almost from the begimming., There were the
fear of the French, bad crops, unruly soldiers, end dis-
satisfaction among the Indians. The desire of Spaln to
fasten her clalms on Eastern Texas had resulted by 1719 in
what was a very weak hold on that region. The six strag-
gling missions bullt by Remdn were scatbered from the Neches
Hiver almost %o the Red River,2l

In 1716 Salnt~Denls made another visit to Texas and
went to the Rlo Grande with s supnly of goodsg for trade.

The second trip was more unfortunate than his first. The
men ne trusted acted dishonestly, and he was thrown into

prison. He esceaped and rebturned to MHoblle, He married the

zlE. C. Buclkley, "Agusyo Expeditlon into Texas and
Loulslana,"” Texas Hlstorlcal Assoclation Quaerteriy, XV
(1911-1912), 1-2.
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niece of Captain Ramdn snd afber his escape went to Loulgi-
ana, whers he ﬁas sppointed captaln of the presidio of
Watehitoches.<?

In 1719, war broke out between 3paln and France, and
saint-Denis came Into East.Texas and expelled the Spanish
migsionaries, He made himselfl master of the entire prov-
ince with the exceptlon of the presidio of San Antonlo de
Bexar, where the misslonaries took'refuge.25 The French
took possession of the missgion of Ban Miguel de los Adaes.
In the excitement the lay brother escaped and went to
Nuestra Senora de los Dolorss. He told Father Margil of
the capture of Pensacola, the declasration of war, the in-
tention of the French to drive the Spanish out of Texas, and
thet one hundred French soldiers were on the way to East
Texas. Father Marglil did not believe this was all true,
but he buried the tools and heavier articles, packed the
ornaments and sacred vessels, and hurried to Concepciodn.
The news of the French had preceded him, and the soldiers
under Captain Domingo Ramdn were ready to retreat. The
miéaionaries wanted to remaln, but the women, soldlers, and
some of the religious declided to go as far as San Franciseo
¥ission on the Neches. The Indians begged the missionaries‘
not to leave them at the mercy of the French. Everybody

except Fathers Marglil and dsplnosa were to retreat to the

22y, s, Thrall, History of Texas, p. 19.
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Tejas on the Trinity River. By the middle of July, With no
help from Wew Spain, the settlers, soldlers, and mission-
aries were forced to retreat to the San Antonio River. The
petlent and hard work of three years had been wiped oub; not
a man remained f{rom San Antonlo to the Red River to defend
Spain's title ﬁo thie vast territory. HNelther Spain nor the
migslonaries had intentlons of definlitely abandoning East
Texas. The cowardly abandomment of the mlssions was attrib-
uted to rather Margll, when the soldlers and settlers were
the ones who should have taken the blame, Later, when
Espinosa went to the Marguls of Aguayo and reported that he
tried to get the soldiers to stay in thﬁ'missions, the fugli-
tive goldlers confirmed his report.

There has been some dissgreement among historians ag
to the exact locabtion of the mlsslons established by Domingo
Ramon, R. 3. Blake mede a search for the site of the mia-
sions with the help of the dlary of Remdn and also that of
Aspinoga, He began his search with Misslon Guadaslupe, which
was known to heve been 1n the city limits of Nacogdoches
until 1800. It was soon located by the Spanlish records in
Necogdoches, for several of the grants to town lots refer
to the Banito Creek as "the creek of the mission." The
grant to Juan Jost Sanches for his town lot says hlsg lot 1is
bounded on the north with lands of the migsions.

Definite dsta concerning this location of Concepcidn
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and the presidlo is contained in two old Spanish land
grants. In the grant to Barr and Davenport the surveyor
says he went "to the place called the '01ld Presidio! sbout
elght leagues from the afore-mentioned town of Nacogdoches
on this side of the Angelina River . . . conceding to him
two leagues and a half to the north, two leagues and a half
to the gouth, two leagues and a half to the west, which
reacied to the other side of the Angelina River, where
marks and corners were placed, and to the east bounding
with land of Don Bernardo Dortoland."24 An examination of
the map of Barr and Davenport shows clearly that the étartm
ing point of the surveyor of the grant was the site of the
old "Presidio Nuestra Senora de los Doloreg.”

South of the old highway neasr Nacogdoches and extend-
ing from the Moral to the Alazén were the lands grented to
Mlssion Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Nacogdoches, the
southern border being the Angelina River. Blake found the
two bubbling springs of water referred to in Father Ege
pinosats diary as belng near the Mission La Purisima Con-
cepcion, near where the John Durst bridge formerly stood.
He was unable to find any reference to Mlsalon San Joszé de
los Nagzones in any of the official records of Nacogdoches
County, but the descriptions given in the Spanish dilarles

formed a basgls for his search. Father Bspinosa says in his

24R, B. Blake, "Locations of the Early Spenish Missions
and Presidio in Nacogdoches County," Southwestern Historical
quarterly, January (1938), 215.




diary that Mission San José was located seven leagues north-
esst from Concepeidén Mission and near a good-slzed arroyo
which runs 4o the north, Examinatlons of the hills over-
looking D11l Cresk to the west of the ford showed on the
crest of one hill two pilles of nabive red rock about thirty
fest apart. Some of the siones appeared to have beén burned
black, showlng that they once formed part of a chinmney.

This hill is Just north of the old Indisn road, and on the
south side of the road was a small mound of the same red
stones which might represent a kitchen cairn.

In 1719 the French took East Texas when the 3panish
abandoned it. They also tried to take Esplrlitu Santo Bay
but were opposed by the Indians. As soon as the viceroy
learned of French héstilities in East Texas, he began to
plan an expedition to expel the French. He appointed the
marguls of San HMiguel de Aguayo bo take charge of the prep-
arations and gave him money for expenses. Aguayo organized
a company of elghty-four men and furnished them uniforms,
arms, saddles, horses; and enough supplies for a year. He
was then appointed governor of the provinces of Coahulla
and Texas. He started lmmedlately for Coalmila, where new
men were enllsted to help him.20 He guthorized the founding
of the Misaion San José v San Miguel de Aguayo near the

presidio of Bexar. On April 1, 1720, the five hundred

25§, J. Worfi, Hisbory of Texas, Vol. I, p. 193.
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recrults started on thelr merch to East Texas., On reb-
voary 2, 1721, he received a message from the captaln of
San Antonio saying word had reached hilm through some In-
disng that Saint-Denils was within thirty leagues of the
presidio. Indilan scoubts could find no trace of the French
cloger than the Brazos River. iWhe Marquis srrived at San
Antonio and found no news cof Captain Ramdon, but on April 18
his mepgengers arrived to talk with Apuayo. They told him
that temdn had taken possession of Hspiritu Santo Bay.

Aguayo resumed his march and reached tie Texas Indlans
on July 28, 1721. IFather Espinosa went ghead and arrenged
for the reception of Aguayo by the Indians at the site of
the first misgsion. A great number of Indlans came to grest
the Spaniards and to bring gifts to them. Some of the
Neches Indiansg alsc came to welcome Aguayo and promised to
helyn him bullid a settlement. A Frenclman came that after-
noon Crom Saint-Denls saying he was at the slte of Concep-
cibn mission and wanted to tallk with Aguayo.

Or. the morning of August 1, the Marquls called hils cap- .
tains and officers together, and they asked Saint-Denls to
tell why he came to them. He told them that he was the com-
mander at the post of Natchitoches and thalt he had heard
that a truce had been negotliated between France and Spaln.
He wanted to know if Agusyo would observe peace; 1f so, the
French would also obgerve the truce. Aguayo told Saint-Denis

that he had been ordered by the viceroy to observe the Lrucs




if Saint-Denls and hls men would leave the entire province
of Texas and not try to stop the Spanish from sgain occupy-
ing that regilon. Salnt-Denls agreed and glowly returned to
Natcnitoches.

Aguayo had driven out the French; now he was to re-
establish the missions that had been abandoned. It was for
that purpose that he had carried along supplles end mission-
aries. He gent a group of soldlers with Father José Guerra
on August 2, 1721, to go to the old site of Nission San
Franclsco de los Tejas to rebuild the church and the home
of the priests. They found the abandoned mission located
in the village of the Neche tribe, whlch has been identifled
as Deilng on Dowles Creek not far from the present crossing
of that stream by the old San Antonio Road. On August 5,
the Spanish and the Indlans celebrated the reestablishing.
of the mission, end Father Fray Joseph Guerrsas was presented
as resident missionary.

Un the seme day that Agusyo sent Father Guerra with
soldiers to San Francisco, he also sent Fathers (abriel
Vergaras and Benito Sanchez with some men to Mission Con-
cepelibn to make preparations for lis restoration. As soon
as the ceremonles at the lission San Prancisco had been
finished, he went to Misslon La Purfsima Concencién. Thig
migsion was the only one that had not been completely de-
stroyed, and by August 7 it was restored. The men went to

the mission slte and met many Aynay Indians. A very in-




teresting céremony wag performed, and the misslonaries
were happy to see the resstablislment of the mission and
of the Cathollc faith.<% Father Pray Gabriel Vergara was
appointed resident missionary.

After the rebullding of the Mission Concepeidn, a group
of goldlers went with Father Fray Benlta Sanchez to Mission
San José de los Nazones to rebulld the 0ld church end dwell-
ing houge of the missionaries. On August 12, Aguaye heard
that everybhing was ready; and on August 15, 1721, the
formal reestablilshment of Mission San Jose de los Nazones
took place. Father Fray Benito Sanchez, who had formerly
been there, was again given charge of the mlisslon.

Father Antonlo Margil de Jeshs, two mlssionaries, and
gome eoldlers went to rebuild the mission of Nuestra Senora
de (uadalupe of the Nacogdoches and was ready for the cel-
ebration on August 18, The Father was happy over ceiebrat—
ing High Masse at the site of the mission he had founded
five years before and had abandoned. The first cf The
Zacatecan missions was officially restored by Aguayo.

From Guadelupe Aguayo went to Mission Dolores. Father
Fray Antonio Margil de Jesis went ahead to begin the work of
restoring the miasslon. The misslon had been completely de-
stroyed; =so the Father chose a new slte. e selected @&

place beside a stream sear a spring on a high slope of clear

“Sq. =, Castaneds, Our Catholic Heritage in Texag,
Vol. II, pp. 152-153.
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ground. The stream described in Pena's Diary has been
identified as Ayish Bayou. The site of the mission is

about hall a mile south of the present site of San Augus-
tine., On August 23, High Mass was celebrated and possession
was glven to Keverend Father Antonio Fargil de Jesfis.

Sixz days later the expedition reached the place of the
lsslion of San Mipguel de los Adass, Nearly a month was
spent in restoring the mission; and on September 29, which
wag tie Feast of the Archengel St. Micheel, the refounding
wes celebrated.

The Marquis de Aguayo bullt the fort of Adaeg while he
was I1n Bast Texas rebuilding the missions. He chose a nlace
onn the Natchitoches road seven leagues from Natchitoches.
fne rest of the country was rough and shaded by woods, but
the sife selected ﬁad good valleys in which to erect the
migssion near the fort. There was plenty of land for the
wpanish and Indlans to make their crops, and a spring on
the hillside furnished water. On top of the hill Aguavo
leid oﬁt and bullt the fortification.2? He built it in the
form of & hexagon with each side sbout fifty feet long.

The greatest task was to open the space for the foundastion,
whichh had to be done with very cruds tools, and to clear
the glte and its surroundings of very heavy timber. In

vctober, 1721, the fort and church were deédicated. The

74, E. Bolton and E. C. Barker, With the Malers of
Texas, p. 59.




Aguayo expedition further established the claim of Spain
over Texas, a claim undisputed for nearly a century. For
many years the people lived contented and undisturbed.
There were four linss of spproach to Spanish
Texas, through the development of which e knowledge
of the region was gradually unfolided: (1) from the
east and south, by way of the Gulf of Mexlco; (2)
from the east by way of the vast region known in
early days as La Florida; (3) from the west and
southweat, by way of New Mexico and Nueva Vlzecaya;
and (4) from the south, through the expansion of
¥uevo Leon and Coahuila.<8
In 1762 France was at war with England and ceded
Louigiana to Spain. With a Spenish governor at New Or-
leans, there was no further need for a military guerd on
the frontler. A Spanish investigator, Marquis de Rubi,
recormended the complete abandomment of Bast Texag forts and
nmissions. BSo the Spanish decided to glve back to the In-
diang the land of Texas northeast of San Antonlo de Bexar.
The failure of the Spanish to abandon East Texas completely
was Decause of the fact that some of the Sparish settlers
wented to keep thelr homes; but most of them left.29
The most prominent cltizen of the East Texas region

about 1773 was Antonic Gil Ybarbo. He was a native of

Adaes and had his headquarters there; but he lived part of

“Cz. c. Bolton, "Spanish Occupation of Texas," Texas
Historical Assoclation Quarterly, XVI (1913), 2.

29H. E. Bolton, "Spenish Absndomment end Re-Occupation
of Rast Texas," Texas Hlstoricasl Associabion guarterly, IX
(1906), 67-68,




the time on a large ranch called Labinillo, which was be-
tween the mission of Los Ais and the Sabine River. Besides
being a rancher, Ybarboc was a trader,o0

In 1773, when the news that they must leave reached the
settlers, the people were bewildered. MNost of them loved
thelr homes, and some had been born at Adaes and had lived
all their lives there. Kost of the people were soon ready
to leave, but reports show that thirty-five persons went
Into the woods to remain, Thé setltlers had made only a few
Improvements on their farms, but they had %o be sbandoned.
Their stock were scattered; and the corn, which was almost
ready to be harv@sted, had to be left. The articles such
ag gung and cannons that could not be carried werse buried
within the presldio,

Wrnen the travelers reached Ybarbo's ranch, twenty-four
persons remained behind. Bome were sick and some staved to
take care of the sick ones. Bome were Ybarbo's relatives,
and Yharbo recelived permission from the governor to let
them steay at his home. Ferhaps Ybarbo did not intend to
abandon his home comnletely. When the others arrived at
the lacogdoches mission, two families of nine persons
stopned there.

As soon as the Spanish were gone from Adaes, the In-

dlans ralded the place, scattering things and digging up

Oy, =, Bolton, Texas in the Middle Zighteenth Cen-
tury, p. 389,
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wiat the people had burlied. Some of the ﬁeople who had
stopped at Labanillo probably never lef't, even though
Ybarbo did send away some of them. It seams probable then
that Hast Texas wag never completely abandoned as had been
ordersd by the Spanish government.

Ihe exiles went to Béxar; and soon after they arrived
there, they sent a petltion to the governor asking for per-
mission to build a new pueblo ab the old mission of Wuestra
Sehora de los Dolores de los Ails. Ybarbo and G11 Flores.
were chosen to carry the petition to Hexico City. The re-
quest was granted, but the settlers were told to select a
site at least one hundred leaguss from Nabchitoches. In
1774 a plece was chosen on the right bank of the Irinity
itlver, at Pasc Tomds, probably at the crossing of the San
Antonlo road and the La Bahia road., The éettlers decided
to name the setitlement Nuestra 3efiora del Pllar de Bucarell.
Gil Ybarbo became mayor and Gil Flores becesme lieutsnant.

One day in May, 1778, sbout thirty warrlors of the |
Comanche tribe apreared, but Ybarbo and his men ¥illed
three of them and drove awsy the others. The settlers bew
came frightensd and asked for protection from the Indians
or for permission to move to the Texas villages. In Jan-
uary most of the settlers began to leave, and soon after-
werds a flood destroyed many of the homes: so Ybarbo and
the settlers that were left started for the Texas villages.

Ybarbo and the gsettlers traveled until they could see




the szite of the Texas Indlans, three lesgues beyond the
0ld mission of Hacogdoches. Unless some of the families
who left Bucarell in January reached Nacogdoches ahead of
fbarbo, and there seems to be no record of the fact, Ybarbo
began bthe modern city of Necogdoches., The nearest available
date for this beginaing was April 20, 1779,%L

The question of who built the historic landmeark lmown
ag the "Old Stone Fort" at Nacogdoches is not important, but
1t 1s interesting. According to tradition, the building was
erected by (1l Ybarbo when he came with the settlers to the
gite of the old mlszion Hacogdoches. Some think the fort
was aliready there and wag bullt by De Soto's men. This is
probably false, Tor there is strong evidence that the build-
ing was not there when Ybarbo arrived. One of the early
priests referred in his diary to an old adobe buildiﬁg; and
a8 the Fort was bullt of good-gized stones, a Kexican would
not have been likely to have called it adobe. The only
bulldings mentionsd by Ybarbo as béing there when he ar-
rived were the onesg mentioned by the priest.o2

Nacogdoches was settled without authority, secured
recognltion from the govermment, and became important. With

the occupation of Hacogdoches began a new period in the

°14. ®. Bolton, Texse in the Niddle Elshteenth Cen-

tury, . 439,

921, E, Bolton, "The 0ld Stone Fort at Nacogdoches,"
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history of the Texas-Louisiana frontier, and it beceme the
chief center of developments. Ybarbo asked for 2 trading
hoﬁse, which was established, and Indiesn trade was reor-
ganized. WNacogdoches becams the most important Indian
agency in the province, and Ybarbo became influential
among the Indians,

There is no census of Texas in 1801 to see shout the
number of Immlgrants, but a list of foreigners in ths ju-
risdiction of Nacogdoches in 1804 furnished information. In
that report the pame, nationality, and term of residence of
sech person was given. It contalned the names of sixty-
elght foreigners, of whom {ifty hed been there more than
three years. Of the fifty, thirtsen were Americansg.<d

ihe people began establishing their new homes and nad
very little trouble with each other, orobably because of
Ybarbo's authority., When the government recognized Nacog-
doches, Ybarbo was appointed Captain of Militia and Lisu-

tenant-Governor éf the pueblo of Nacogdoches, combining all
local clvil and military authorlty in him.%4 He held tiuat
pogltion for about twenty years, and the communlty grew in

number and prospered.

““N. A. Hatcher, The Opening of Texas to Forelsn Set-
tlement, p. 55. M. A. Hatcher, "Conditiong in Texas Af-
fecting the Colonization Problem," Southwestern Eistorical
Quarterly, XXV (1922), 04-95.
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Ags a whole, the Spanlsh never particularly cared %o
settle Texas for themselves. The migsionaries were com-
pletely happy in bullding the missions and teaching the
Indlans, but the people who went as settlers were not com-
pletely satlsfled. The Spaniards did not want profit by
labor In the Vew Worid. They were not nabural colonizers
as were the Inglish; they were conquerocors, rulers, and
exploiters. They could fight and endure hardships if the
reward wag great, but not many cared to engage in agri-
culture., Texas was not profitable but rather expensive to
Spain.®0 So the Spanish abandoned East Texas and left the

way opéen for the coming of the Anglo-Americans who changed

the province of Texas into the great state of today.

59, Molynesux, The Romantic Story of Texas, p. 25.




CHAPTER II
THE ANGLO-ANMERICANS IN EAST TEXAS--NACOUDGCHES

The old Spanish colonists, English and Irish adven-
turers gave way bto new arrivals. The Cherokee Indians had
been fighting the Americang for many years in the Southern
United States. These Indians were partly clvilized, and
they decided to bulld new homes. Rather than to make pesce
and to acknowledge the sovereigntylof the whites, they
moved west of the Missliasippi into East Texas. These Cher-.
okees who came to settle Texas were not savage but were
rather peaceful, and made their living by farming and hunt-
ing. They worked the flelds and ralsed catile and horses
on thelr farms. Many of them understood the English lan-
gvane.l The Indlans knew they must have a legal title to
the land; so they awsplied to the Spanish govermment for
land sgents.e The government kept them walbting while the
white settlers came in.

In the year 1811 Bernardo Gutiérrez, a friend of Fathep
Hidalgo of Mexico, came to the frontier town of Watchitoches
in Louislana. He became acquainted with Augustus W. Mages,
an American who was consldering plans for the invasion of

Texas, The two wen formed the "Republican Army of the North,"

lE. W. Winkler, "The Cherokee Indians in Hast Texas,
Texasg Higtorical Assoclation wuarterly, VII (1904), 95- 97.
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and Gubtierrez crossed the Sabine into Texas in June, 1812.
Magee stayed in Loulslana to gather soldiers and supplies.
The force under Gublérrez captured Nacogdoches and occupiled
Spanish Bluff on the Trinity River. When Magee arrived,

the army was organized wlth Magee as colonel and commander-
in-chief, Gutiérrez as nominal general, and & men nsmed
Kemper as major. The army moved on to Goliad and Magee disd.
In 1813 they took 3an Antonio; and when a number of prisoners
were murdered, some of the Americans wlithdrew from the army.
The army was then defeated by the Mexlican forces led by
General Arredondo at lledina River. The men had practically
made Texas Independent of Spanish ruls, and Spenish Bluff
was destroyed with Nacogdoches almost depopulated.

In 1819 the United States and Spain made a treaty in
which the boundary lline of Texas was to begin at the Gulf of
lexico at the mouth of the Sablne River, to contlnue north
along the west bank of the Sabline vo the 3204 degree of lat-
itude, then north to the Red River. |

The people of western Unlted States did not like %o
leave Texas to 8pain; so a group at Natchez asked Dr. James
Long to commend an expediiion to recover Texas from the
Spanish. In June, 1819, Dr. Long started to Texas with
geventy-five men, and others joined him from crossroads,
trading postes, and frontier forts. He had over three hundred
men when he reached Nacogdoches and took the post easily

from the Spanlsh. Long declared Texas to be an indevnendent
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republic and orgenized a provisional government. The gove
ermment wes to be carried on by an elected council, and the
council was to dispose of publlc land., The object of the
land system was to attract irmlgrants. Long wenbt to Gale
vestorn Island to try bto meke an alliance with Jean Lafitte;
and when he returned to Nacogdoches, he found that a Spanish
axmy had oroken up the post and killed or scattered his men.
Only & remnant of Amerlican sguatbters now lived around the
ruing of Nacogdoches.

The colonization of Texas began at an ausplclous time.
The Americen people were hunting new and cheaper lands; and
at bthe tlme Noses Austin came to Texas, the stream of popu-
lation flowing westward had reached the border of the prove
ince. Many families took what they could carry and started
to Texes with no further information of the province than
what they read of Austin's account on his return from Tex-
as.” When Austin came to Texas and received vermlssion o
bring colonists, he opsned the way for American sstilers
into Texas. loses Auvstin was a man of strong character and
untiring energy who wanbted to secure a tract of land in Tex-
as for colonization, He went to San Antonic, where Governor
Martinez approved hls pebition for land and helned him to
gecure the approval of the higher authorities. He returned

To the United Stetes and died before he could carry out hls

3,
. C. Barker, "Notes on the Colonization of Texas,"
Texas Historical Associstion Quarterly, XAVII (1924), 108.
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plang, Htephen F, Austin, son of Noses Austin, undertook
the task left him by his father and begen the actusl col-
onizatlon of Texas by the Anglo-Americans,

The coming of the whilte settlers to Texas in 1823 and
1824 was a part of the slow, determined propress of the
Amerlcan nation across the land 1t wanted to cecupy. The
lmmigrents came to Texas to stay, to live on the land and to
make thelr homes. The earlier people who ceme were mainly
fortune seekers; but now this wes a part of the American
migration of home seskers going from the East to the West.?
the liexlean government was libersl to these filrst colonists,
chiefly because of the charscter of Stephen F, Austin, who
has been called "The Father of Texssa," Ths question of
roads helped the Americans in their decision to settle in
fmst Texas, Decause the one followed by Saint-Denls wes the
only one that had been used as an entrance, Also in the
wegt were hostile Indians who did not want the white men,
whille those in the essgt were friendly Indians. The families
who {irst made their homes in Texas nearly 2ll zettled in
the redland belt on either slde of the main road.

The establisiment of an Independent government in Mex-
ico was the beginning of a new era in the history of Texas,
It was & time in which the suspiclon ond hostillty of Spain
towerd ell forelgners, especlally cltizmens of the Unlted

States, was to be superseded by an invitation to the world

4 , -
¢+ L. Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, p. 77.
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to build homes within Mexican Territory. When the Nexl-~
cans btook Texas from the Spanish, the attitude toward for-
eilgners was very different. Mexlico Ilnvited and callied set-
tlers, and many answered the call, some as empresarios and
some as colonists.” The Anglo-Apmerican migration began in
18621, and before that time 1lttle had been done towaerd es-
tablisghing European civilizatlion north of the Rio Grande
Hiver., 1t was the work of the Anglo-Americans to establish
civilization In Texas. With the exception of govermment
and religlon, the colonlsts lived about the same as they
dld in the Unlted States. Heligion did a 1little toward
hindering immigration, because all gettlers were supposed
to have accepted the Catholie faith. MNany would have been
glad to pay for the upkeep of the Catholic Chureh 1f they
couid have obtained the right of following the religlon in
which they believed.® Real informetion concerning the col-
onists is scarce, for the ploneers were too busy dolng things
to make a record of thelr deily lives. Perhaps few of these
people sver thought that an account of thelr lives would be
of interest to laber generatlons, for many of these early
settlers grew up on the frontier of the United States.

The territory for Anglo-Amsrican settlement extended

Sy, v. Henderson, "lNinor Empresario Contracts for the

Colonlzation of Texas," Southwestern Historical Guarterly,
XTI (1928), 295,

GW. S. Hed, The Texas Colonists end Religion, p. 25.
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roughly from the present slite of Beaumont northward to
Nacogdoches, on the sast, to a line about halfway between
the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers on the west. On the
north the grants ran from San Antonlo to Nacogdoches, and
the colonlsts could not settle within twenty-five miles of
the coast. This territory was one of the rlchest agricul—
tural lands of Texas; and with the soil, climate, and vege-
tatlion simlilar to that of the Unlted States formerly occu-

-

nled by the colonisis, they Were able To Degin 1ife much as
they had always lived.

Moses Austin recelved his land grant from the Spanish
govermmant. When Stephen F. Austin arrived in Texas with
a group of colonists, he found that Mexico had won freedom
I'rom Spaln and controlled Texas. Nexlco wanted settlers
even more than had Spaln; therefore the new goverrmment con-
firmed the grant and gave many grants of land %o the Ameri-
cans. Since most of them came from slave-holédlng states,
glaves had to We considered by the colonizatlon laws. The
laws of the Indies recognized slavefy, end no objectlon was
nade to it when loses Austin received hls grant. According
to the grant of land glven to Stephen F. Austin, fifty aecres
of land were allowed fof each slave, and the amount was

later increased to eighty acres.” When lMexlco passed the

5. C. Barker, "The Influence of Slavery in the Col~
onization of Texas," Soutlhwestern Historlesl Quarterly,
KXVIII (1925), 3-4.




Imperdal Colonigzation law, 1t made provisions for slavery.
After farms were established, the work on the farm was done
by the faymer and his slaves, 1f he had any. The Texans
were slave holders but not on a large scale. Large plan-
tations with hundred of slaves dld not gain a foothold in
Texas ag they did in the 0ld South. 0One negro famlly weas
generally all that a Tarmer owned, and the farmer worked by
tiie slde of hls slave. Colonel Jared E. Groce had sbout a
mundred slaves, the largest number owned by one man in Tex-
ag before the Revolutlon. It was estimebed in 1836 that
there were five thousand negroess in Texas,.5

in Januwary, 1823, the Mexican govermment passed a gen-
eral Imperial Colonization law. The govermment of Mexico
would protect the liberty, property, and civil rights of
gll Torelgners who professed the Roman Catholic religion.
The empresarios were to have contracts for two mndred fam-
ilies, The meosurenent of land was to be according to the
vars, the league, the scuare, and the haclenda. The vara
wag three geomebtrical fest, and a line of five thousand
varas wag a leacgue. The square was to have each gide equal
to a league, and the length of five sides would be one haci-
enda. There wsa to be given not less than one laber to the

colonist who farmed and not less than one sitio for thoase

8. Curlee, "The History of a Texas Slave Plantation,"
Southwestern Historical guarberly, XIVI (1923), 88.
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who raised stock. When s sufficient number of families
settled in a group, thelr local govsrnment would be regu-
lated.

Natlve Mexlicans were to have a preference in the dlg-
tribution of land. To each empresario who introduced and
estabplished familles there was to be granted land at the
rate of three haciendas and two labors for each hundred
families brought by him. He would lose the property unless
1t waeg settled and cultivated within twelve years. The
premium couvld not e more than nine haciendas and six lsbors.
Puring the flrgt six years thie c¢olonists were not to pay
taxes and dutles, and durding the next six years they Wefe to
pay half titheg and half of the contributions that were paid
by the other citizens of the emplre. After that the ecolo-
nigts would be placed on the same footing with other citi-
zens. From the btime this law was published, there could be
no sale or purchase of glaves which might be brouvght into
thg empire. The children born of slaves in the empire were
free when they became fourteen years of age.®

In August, 1824, the Mexlcen government passéd the
National Colonlzation law:i® The Congress decreed thatb:

Art. 1. The NMexican nation offers to for-
elgners, who come to esteblish themselves within
its territory, security for thelr persons and prop-

erty, provided, they subject themselves to the laws
of the country.

9, P. N. Gormel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, pp. 27-30.

9%, ¢. Barker, Resdincs in Texas History, pp. 73-74.




Art., 2, Thls law comprehends those lsnds of
the nation, not the property of individuals, cor-
porations, or towns which can be colonized.

Art. 3. For thig purpose the legislatures of
all the states will, as soon asg possible, form col-
onlgatlion laws, or regulstions for their regpective
svates, conforming themselves in all things to the
congtltutional act, general constitution, and the
regulations established in this law.

Art. 4. There cannot be colonised any lands
comprehended te within twenty leaguecs of the limits
of any foreign nation, nor within ten leagues of
the coasts, without the previous approbation of the
general supreme execublve govermnment.

Art. 5. If for the defence and security of
the natlon, the federal govermment should deem it
necessary Lo use any portion of these lends, for
the construction of warehouses, arsenals, or other
public edifices, they cen do 80, with the approba-
tion of the general congress, or in its recess the
council of govermment.

Art. 6. Until after four years from the pub-
lication of this law, there shall not be imposed
any tax whatever, on the entrance of forelgners,
who come to establish themselves for the first time
in the nation.

Art. 7. Until after the year 1840, the gener-
al congress shall not prohibit the enbtrance of any
forelgner, as & colonist, unless Imperious circum-
stances should require it, with resgpect to the in-
dividuals of a particulsr netion.

Art. 8. The govermment, without prejudicing
the objects of this law, shall teke such precau-
tlonery measures as 1t may deenm expedient, for the
security of the confederation, as respesects the for-
elgners who come to colonise.

Art. 9. A preference shall be given in the
distribution of lands, to Mexlcan citizens, and no
other distinctlon shall be made in regard to them
except that which is founded on individual merit,
or services rendered the country, or under equal
circumstances, a residence in the place where the
lands to be distribubed are situated.

Art. 10. The military who in virtue of the
offer made on the 27 of NMarch, 1821, have a right
to lands, shall be attended to by the states, in
conformity with the diplomas which are issued to
that effect, Ly the supreme sxecutive power.

Art. 11. If in virtue of the decree alluded
to, in the last article, and taking into view the
probabilities of life, the supreme executive power
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should deem it expedlent to allenate any portion of
lend in favor of any officer, whather civil or mil-
itary of the federatlion, 1f can do so from the va-

cent lands of the tsrritories.

Art., 12. It ghall not be permittsd to unite in
the same hands with the right of property, more than
one league aguare of land, sultable for irrigation,
four sguare leagues in superficies, of arsble land
without the faecllities of lrrigation, and six square
leagues In superficies of grazing land.

Art. 13, The new colonisgts shall not transfer
thelr property in moritmain (manus muertos).

Art. 14. Thls law guarantees the contracts
whicihh the empresarios make with the families which
they bring at their own expenss, provided they are
not contrary to the laws.

Art. 156, No perscn who by virtus of this law,
acquires a title to lands, shall hold them if he is
domiciliated out of the limite of the republic.

Art. 16. The govermment In conformity with
the provisions established in this law will proceed
to colonise the territorlies of the repudblic,il

In this law of 1824, forelgners weie invited to settle free-

ly and live ten years exempt from taxatlon 1f they would

take the oath of alleginnce fixed by the Mexican government,le
In 1825 the State Legislature of Texas and Coalmila

passed a colonization law conforming to the federal act.+o

The terms by which settlers could sscure lanﬁ were almost

the game as under the Imperial Colonization act. The new

settlers had to prove by certificate from the aubthorities

of the place from whers they came'that Tthey were Chrlistians.

No settlements were to be made within twenby lesgues of the

g, P. W, Garmel, Lows of Toxas, Vol. I, pp. 38-40.
12, .
H. C. Barker, "Land Speculation as a Cause of the

Texas Revolution," Texas Historical Association GQuarterly,
X (1907), 76.

103. C. Barker, Readincgs in Texas History, pp. 75-78.




boundaries of the United States and ten leagues along the
coast of the Gulf of Mexico, except with permission of the
Mexlecan govermment. The law gave to each empresario, for
eacn one hundred familiss he brought to Texas, flve lots of
grazing land and five subdlvisions of which at lesst one-
hall’ was to be arable land, not requiring irrigation. The
empresario could receive the premlum for no more than eight
hundred families. The contract would have to be completed
in six years. The forelgners who conformed to the law, ob-
tained lands, and established themselves in settlements were
considered naturalized in the country. During the first
ten years they were to be free from every tax excent in the
event of an invaslon by the enemy. Regarding slavery, the
law wes to be the game asg the one already in use.

In 1829, Guerrero, Dictator of Mexico, abolished slav-
ery in all of Texas, but Austin persuaded Mexico %o exempt
Texas from the effects of the lew. In 1830 znother law wss
passed DY the Mexlcan government concerning the colonization
of Texas and ifmmigratlon from the United States., It fop-
bade further colonizaflon in border stabtes of Nexico by im-
migrents from adjoining nations. The law wag a general one
but was actually eimed at the United States. Anyone wilshing
to enter along the northern frontisr had to have = passport
from a Mexican consular agent. 4&ll unfilled enmpresario cone-
tracte contrary to the law were to be suspended. WNexican

convicts were to bDe shinped to Texas to be settled among,




the Anglo-Americans. The colonlsts regarded thils as an
ef'fort by Mexleco to meke Texas into a penal settlement for
lexlcan criminals. HKinsmen and friends of the settlers,

wh

=
O

were still in the Unlted States and who wisghed to join
the colonists in Texas, were unable to do so according to

the low of April, 1830.

@

Other grants of land were given To empresarios wlho
brougit colonlste to Texas, With the exception of Hayden
#dwards, there were no empresarios in Zast Texas for several
vears after the beglimning of coleonization. The settler
came Lo East Texas Decsuse he wished to come, and many of
them came at thelr own expense. In the territory where
there were no ewmpresarios, there were no agents to give
title or deed of the grant to the colonist; so he chose what
lend he wanted, that neo one else had taken, bullt his home,
and started cultivabting hls flslds. There were few records
kept, and it ip difficult to learn much about manv of the
early setflers in Zasgt Texas,

IThe Jlexican govermment made conbtracts with empresarics
to give them land, snd they would then bring settlers to Tex-
ase. Whe provisions of these contracts followed practically
the seme form. At the beginning of the contract, the gov-
errument stated that 1t admitted the petltioner's proposal

to colonize vacant lands as lonz 2s he conformed to the

e

colonization laws. [he provislonsg were then stated, the

usueal ones being as follows:
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1. A statement of the boundaries of the pro-
posed colony. :

2e That the empresarlo should respect the pos-
segsion of leands which were already occuplied under
legal title,

5. That the empresarlo should inbtroduce the re-
gquired rumber of familles within six years or for-
felt all rights and privileges granted to him by
the law of March 24, 1825.

4, That the families were to be of the Catho-
lic religion and of good moral character.

5. That the Introduction of ecriminals was not
allowed. 1If any should appear, they were to be
elected.

6« That the empresario should organize a na-
tilonal militla force and command it unless other-
wise ordered.

7. That when the empresario had introduced one
hundred families, he should notify the govermment
in order that a commlssioner might be gent Lo give
the colonists possession of the land.

B. That all officlal commmunications with the
government and all publlc acts and documents were
to be written in Spanish.

Y. Contracts made of Aprll 6, 1830, contained
the restrictlon that no immigrants from adjoining
nations were to be allowed to settle,l4

Among the empresarios who came to Texas was Hayden
Edwards. He was an Intelligent gentleman who failed to un-
derstand the colonists and to adapt himself to their ways.
He was a Kentucklan descended from an old southern family
of worth and honor. In 1822 he went to Mexico to secﬁre 8.
contract to colonize a part of Texas; and on the fifteenth
of April, 1825, he was awarded a contract to settle eight
hundred familles in a territory including Nacogdoches, the

Ayish Bayou, end extending north over the Indian country.

4y, v, Henderson, "Minor Empresario Contracts for the
Colonization of Texas," Southwestern Historical quarterly,
XXXL (1928), 301.
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His grant included territory between the Navasota and Sabine
Rivers.t® Hdwards was to conform to the federal and state
laws, to respect all grents legally made before his coming,
to be chief of the militia within his grant, and to conform
to all requirements of the colonization laws.

ddwards found the territory already occupied by three
classes of people: the Mexican sebtlers, the Cherokee In-
dians, and the American settlers., The Mexicans had come in
with 1l Ybarbo, the Indlans from the soubhern United States,
and the Amerdeans from the Neutral Ground ané the United
States,1® When the Mexicans ceme in with Gil Ybarbo, he
geve Them places to bulld their homes; and though they had
ne land tltle, they considered the land theirs because he
had given 1t to them. When the Indians came they ssked for
lend titles, Dut the govermment refused. Yot many of the
whive settlers, before the coming of Hayden idwards, had
land titles. fHdwards made his headquarters at Nacogdoches
and issued s notice for all people who claimed land in his
grant to present proof of thelr clalme so that they might be
lawfully éonfirmed. Thoge who could not prove title would
have thelr land sold; and since most of the peovle had no
titles, trouble arose. The Mexicans, especially, were of-

fended, and the authorities thought Edwards had no right to

le. S. Thrall, History of Texas, p. 45.

16
The Neutral Ground was the country between the Arroyo
Hondo snd the Sgbine River over which neither Americans nop
Spaniards could exerclise political jurisdiction.
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sell property. There was a feeling of consternation and
resentment throughout the grant.

Edwards'! good fortune in obtalning such & large grant
of land excited the jealousy and ill-will of the Mexican
group which had been living in this section for many years.
Bdwards orderved the election of militery officers and ad-
vised the election of an alcalde. The American population
wanted to elect the alcalde by the body of the citizens,
and did so, choosing a Mr, Chaplin, a son-in-law of the em-
presario. He willingly accepted the posltion and began his
worl ss an alcalde, The opposition, mostly Kexicans, wanted
Samuel Horris to be the alcalde because he was understood
£0 be entirely for the Fexicans. They applled to the po-
iitiecal chief at San Antonlo, who coﬁmissioned Norris to be
the alcalde. Chaplin had been given all the officlal papers
of the colony and refused to give them to Horrls. The new
alcalde and about Tifty armed men, mosily Mexicans, merched
to Bdwards' home and demanded the papers. Norris showed hils
cormiasion, end Chaplin surrendered the officlal papars.17
From that time little quiet was enjoyed in the colony of
Nacogdociies,

This gectlon of Last Texas had been divided for years
into districts, and each had an alecalde. Horrils ordered
21l abolished except his own district, and he was to have

power over all the East Texas district., The people were

174, 8. Foote, Texas and the Texans, Vol. I, pp. 228-229.
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indignant and dld not like for Norris to have so much au-
thority. There were many disturbances end much unrest in
the colony. Norris decided all decisions, 6f cages brought
to him, in favor of the lexicans; and the Governor of Texas
and Coahulla ordered Edwards'! contract to be annulled and
for him to be expelled from the territory of Texas.

Bdwards had spent some $50,000 in coming to Texas, and
many of the American settlers at NHacogdoches had gone to
great expense. They saw ruln for themselves and for Hd--
wards; so he decidsd 1t was time Lo throw off Mexican rule
and fight lor what he considered justice. He asked the
other colonies to join him but they refused. The Cherokee
Indians, who hated Vexican rule, offered to help him. Ed-
wards and his friends assuned the name of Fredoniang and
declared that "The Republic of Fredonia' was independent of
Mexico. A group of men met in Nacogdoches and wrote a Frew
donian Declaration of Independence. They stated that the
Hexican govermment had forced them either to submit thelr
freedom to the yoke of an imbecile, felthless, and despotic
government or to take up arms in defense of thelr rights
and claim independence.l8 Edwards took charge of the town
of HNecogdoches., Golonel Peene, an officer employed by the
Mexlcan government, with about thirty-five soldiers retrsated

to the Trinlty Rlver to awalt the arrival of more Mexican

18H. P. N. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol., I, p. 109.




soldiers. Several skirmishes occurred hetween the Fre-
donians and the Mexicansg under Norrls in Nacogdochés.

ithe other colonies refused to help the Fredonlans,
and the Indisns deserted when the Mexican govermment of-
fered to give them land. The Fredonians remained in Hacog-
doches for about six months, and in January, 1827, left the
town and started for the Sabine River. The Mexicans under
CGolonel Ahumade entered Nacogdoclies and book possegsion of
the whole country., Edwards went to the United States, and
his grant was divided between David G. Burnet, Lorenzo de
Zavala, and Jogseph Velilein. The Fredonlan revolt and the
annulment of Edwards' conbrsct hindered the settlement
about Nacogdoches by people from the United States. There
was not a great Increase of population before the fall of
18385,

Begides helping to check immigratlion, the rise and
fall of Fredonia was rather important.l¥ It was the first
skimish in the trouble which ended at San Jacinto and which
wag rensewed in 1848 In the war between the United States and
Mexico. The Mexicans began to distrust the Anglo-Americans
end felt that they were waiting for an opportunity to rebel
end take possesslon of Texes. The Americans knew the Mexiw
cang were not ready to rule themselves and certalnly not to

rule others. They thought there was no hope for justice in

190. e Vharton, Texas Under 3ix Flags, Vol. I,
Dpe L76-177.




a trial between Mexlicans and Americans with a Mexlcan judge.
Mexico also became suspiclous of the United States. Rumor
pagsed through Mexico that the rebellion wes at the instl-
gation of the United States government in order to secure
the Rio Grende Hiver as & boundary. Mexico was s0 astirred
that preperations were made to Invade Texas to put down the
Fredonian Revolt and To make war on the Unlted 3tateg., The
American govermment explained that it had nothing to do
with the trouble; and when news of the fall of the Fredonians
reached Mexico, 1t turned attention to an intsrnal revolu-
tion.

Burnet!s grant and Vehlein's first grant covered a
large part of the territory previocusly granted to Hayden
Edwards. In December, 1826, David Burnet recelved a grant
to settle three hundred femilies within the following bound-
ariess

- Beginning at the Town of Nacogdoches: Thence
on & North course, the dlstance of fifteen leapgues,
parallel with the. river Sabine, which River, is the
boundery or dlviding line with the United States of
the North, here a land mark shall be made, and thence
a line run West to Navasota Creek: Thence down said
Cresk, with its meanderings by its left bank to the
place where 1t 1s crossed Ly The road lesding from
Bezar to Hacogdoches: Thence with gald road, to fork
of the Bull's hill road {"Loma de Toro") before ar-
riving at the Military Post on the Triniity, with
sald rcad to its Jjunction with the old road, and
wilth sald old rcad to the Town of Nacogdoches, and

place of Deginning. Leaving on the right all the
land granted yesterday to cltizen John ILuclus Wood-
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bury Attorney for Vehlein and company.go
Joseph Vehlein, a German mepchant, made his first con-
tract with the govermment for thres hundred families in De-
cember, 1826. The boundaries were:

Beginning at the Town of Nacogdocheg: Thence
south, leaving free twenty boundary border leagues,
parallel with the Sabine River fo the interssction
of the boundary line of the game, with that of the
Ten coast border leagues, on the Gulf of Mexico,
Thence West to the river San Jacinto: Thence up the
sald river with its left bank, to its source, and
thence on a stralght line North to the San Antonio
road leading Trom Bexar to Nacogdoches: Thence with
sald road to the town aforesald, and previous %o
arviving at the River Trinity the line shall Tfollow
the road called Bull's hill road (Loma del Toro)
crossing that river above the Military Post, and
continuing on sald road, until it unites with the
Tfirst road mentloned and thence with it to the Town
of Nacogdoches and place of beginning.?2l

A third empregario, Lorenzo de Zavala, contracted in
March, 1829, to bring five hundred families. The territory
included the boundary reserve between Vehlein's grants and
the Sabine River. The Gulf was the southern boundary; a
line run from Nacosdoches following the main road leading
to Natehlitoches by way of "Las Borregas" and the ferry to
the right baﬁkhdf the Sabine River was the northern boundary.
When these empresarlos received their grants they probably

Intended to fulfill them; but Vehlein did not have enough

EOE. V. Henderson, "Minor Empresario Contracts for the
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money to colonlgze; so he had to cowbine his grant with
others, Thils 1s probably true of de Zavala, for he sgold
his conbract soon after he secured it.

Burnet made several unsuccessiul atiempts to settle
colonists on hils grant. On October 16, 1830, the three em-
presarlos transferred thelr contracis to the Galveston Bay
ant Texas Land Compeny. The company then undertook to col-
onlze on the largest scale of any of the colonlzation enter=-
prises. The company highly advertised lexas, telllng of the .
advantages but leaving out the difficultles the colonlsts
would meet. |

In December, 1830, a group of settlers arrived in Texas
for the Land Company. Each coloniat was to receive one hune
dred and seventy-seven acres of land, and in return for one
year's food supply and tools furnished by ths company the
colonigt worked for it two days of each week. The company
also made contrects with individuals and with other companies
to settle large tracts of land in 1ts territory.

The Law of April 6, 1830, had forbidden citizens of
countries adjacent to lexico to settle ag colonists. 'The
law algo sald that no changes would be made with respsct to
colonies already established but all others were suspended.
The lkexlcan governﬁent refused to allow the entrance of col-
onists into any of the colonies except Austin's, DeWitt's,
and De Ledn's. SolTerén, commander general of the Eastern

Department of the MeXicen nepublic, refused to recognize
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the company or to allow the agents to take charge of the
territory of the four grants.

In Narch, 1834, the govermment provided for the re-
newal of all grants on wialch the empresariog had spent ten
thousand dollars trying to fulfill the contracts. In 1832
the government extended Burnet's and Vehlein's grants for
three years, and In 1834 Zavala'sg grant was extended for
four years.22 By extending the contracts the govermment
recognlzed the Galveston Bay snd Texas Land Company. (olw
ocnizatlon began again; and in 1834 George A, Nixon, ap-
pointed lend commissloner for the colony, moved to Nacog-
doeches. During the late fall of 1834 and the vear 1835
titles to land were repidly lssued.

During 1824 and 1836 Wixon issuved for Burnet's grant
titles for two hundred and nine lesgues and three frac-
tional parts of leagues to marrlied men, and forty-two titles
to vrmarried people. He lssued title for four hundred and
four leagues and thirty-two fractional parbs of leagues to
femilies, and sixty titles to ummarried people, in Zavala's
grant, For Vehleln's grant, he issued titles for three hun-
dred and three leagues and six fractional parts of leagues
to famililes, and [ifty-five titles to unmarried people.

In 18354 the Department of NWacogdoclies contained four

Lo ;. .
“EH, B, H. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, pp. 305,
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municipallties and four towns.29 There weré three common
schiools in the Department, one at Hacogdoches, one at San
Augustine, and the other at Johnsburg. ‘At that time the
English langusge was almost the only one spoken in that
sgction of the Republic. The trade for the year 1834 amount-
ed to §470,000. The exports consisted of cotton, sking of
the deer, ottér, and beaver, Ihdian corn, and cattle. There
were about fifty thousand head of cattle in the whole De-
paritment, but there were no sheep becausge there was no nas-
ture for them. There were also about sixty thousand head

Xel

0L swline.

Wlth the beginning of the disturbance In Texag in 1835,
the control of colonizgation of Texas lands passed from Mexe
ican to Texan jurisdlction.24 1In June, 1837, the Republic
of Texas declared all empresario coniracts ceased on the day

of the Texas Declaration of Indepsndence.<° 8o the coloni-

zatlon by the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company ended.

“3H, . Bolton and E. C. Barker, With the Mslers of
Texas, p. 147,

°4u, P. u. Gaxmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 541,

¥
|

» Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, pp. 1324-1325.
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CHAPTER III
THE ANGLO-AMERICANS IN EAST TEXAS--SAN AUGUSTINE

Colonists began to settle the Ayish Bayou district in
1824, Only = few had come before thaeb date, and Nathan
Davls has been nsmed ag the first setiler within the reglon
that is now San Augustine County. He came to Texas with
his slaves from Illinois in 18l1€8 and settled in the Ayish
Bayou nesr the crossing of the old highway., e lived there
for several years, taking intersst in the affalrs of the
setblement, and in 1827 was elected first alcalde of the dis-
trict.

The Anderson family,‘from InGiana, crossed the Sabine
River in 1819 and settled on the Aylsh Bayou nesr Mr. Davis.
With Mr. Anderson came hls son, Balley Anderson Jr., who
afterwards became the second alcalde. I commanded s com-
pany of voluntesrs under Colonel Bulloch in the battle of
Hecogdoches in the campalgn of 1832 and was one of the com-
missioners to arrange the terms of surrender of the Mexican
troops under Colonell?iedras.

Some other eariy settlers were Warren Davis, Benjamin
Thomes, Jonas Harrisen, and the BEngllsh brothers. It was in
1824 thet the first grealbt Influx of irmigration came into
that part of Texas. They came bécause of the liberal terms .
of the Mexican colonization laws passed by the Mexlican Con-

Zress.
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alexander Horton came to Texas in 1824 with his mother
éﬁd settled in San Augustine, then called the Ayish Bayou.
He Found James CGalnes, keeping & ferry on the Sabine River,
and kiacon . Call, Brian Daughtery, Fathen Davis, John A,
Willlems, Milton Garrett, and Fulcher and Thomas Spencer.
Those were the inhabitants when he arrived, but the counbtry
began to {111 rapidly. Feople began to make settlements and
to prosper. The early settlers were high-minded farmers who
came to Texas not because of some crime but because they
were honest, industrious men who came to better thelr condi-
tions, and becsuse they were given large amounts of land %o
setile. Oome of the new arrivals wers David and Isaac Renfro,
Elisha Hoberts, Donald McDonald, John Cartwright, Willis
Murphy, Phillip Sublett, John Chumley, Nethan Davis, Obadish
Hendricks, John Bodine, John Lout, Bailley Anderson, Benjamin
Thomas, Wily Thomas, Shedrack Thomas, Thomas Cartwright,
isaac Lindsey, John G. Love, Martha Levwes and family, George
Jones, Achilles Johnston, Elias K. Davis, Theodore Dorset,
dohn Dorset, BenjJamin Lindsey, Stephen Prater, Wyatt Hanks,
James and Horatlo Hanks, Solomon Miller, Hyram Brown, Wil-
liam Loid, George Teel, Edward Teel, John Sprowl, James

Bridges, Peter Galloway, and John MoGinnis.l

la. Horton, "Life of A. Horton and Early Settlement of
San Augustine County," Texass Historlcal Association Quarter-
iy, XIV (1911), 305-306.
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Another list of names includes those of William Eng-
liah,‘Thomas English, Neal McNeal, Jacob Garrett, William
Gerrett, Milton Garrett, James W. Bulloch, Squire Brown,
Jomm Thomas, Gary Thomas, Iredell Thomas, Henry Hendrlck,
Bdwin Hendrick, Willism Wilson, Dr. S. P. Wilson, Samel 3.
Davig, Jonas Hale, dohn S, Wood, Heuben D, Wood, Henry
Augustine, Isaac Thacker, William Loyd, Thomas Malone,
Jemes Perking, Boyd Irvine, and Clailborne Garrett.e

In 1825 the settlers began to meke Improvements, cule
tlvating large farms and building cotton gins. John Sprowl,
Bligha Hoberts, and John A. Willlams each bullt a cobtton
gin. In the year 1824, William (uirk built a mill on the
Aylsh Bayou. Settlers continued to come, and very little
trouble occurred until the Fredonien Revolt.® Besides the
first four gins built in 1825 and 1826, several others were
erected by #H. M. Hanks, George Tesl, and John Polk,

Corn was almost as Imvortant a crop as cotton. The
indiens raised corn before the coming oflthe Spanlsh. One
tract of land near San Augustine has been producing corn
for almoat two mndred years, It was an old mission field
where the Spanlsh fathers ralsed corn in 1721,

The group of settlements in this reglon known as the

2@. L. Crocket, Two Centuries 1ln HEast Texag, p. 86.

5&..Horton, "Life of A. Horton and Barly Sebttlement of
San Augustine County," Texas Hisborlical Assocliation Quarter-
1y, XIV (1911), 306.




Aylsh Dayou District included the ones in the northern half
of the present San'Augustine County, those on the Attoysae
River, = rew on the Angellna River, and the northern part of
Sabine County and the southwesbern part of Shelby County.

it was really a part of the Munlcipality of Nacogdoches,

but was regarded as a separate district because of its dis-
tance [rom Nacogdoches and because most of the settlers were
Americans.

Alexander Horton wrote an account of the part the ée%-
tilers around San Augustine took in the Fredonisn Revolt. He
tells that the colonists of this rezlon could see no cause
for rebellion and refused to take part in 1t. Edwards se-
cured help from the Unlted States, ordered two companies of
the Unlited States volunbeers into San Augustine County, and
statloned them sbout two miles east of the Ayish Bayou., He
considered the people around San Augustine to be rebels; 50
he conflscated their property and ordered them to leave the
country. Hany left and went into the United States.

Stephen Prater organized a group, composed of about
sixty Indlens and a few white men, to fight the Fredonians.
HBesgides Colonel Prater there were his two sons, Stephen and
Freeman Prater, Ross Bridges, James Bridges and his son by
the same name, Péter Galloway, Jom McGinnls, and Alexander

Horton.% These men arrested a group of Fredonlans near San

A, Horton, "An Early and More Particular Description of
San Augustine County," Sen Augustine Tribune, July 10, 1830.




augustine, and then walted for others to come from Nacog-

docheg and captured them as they arprived. Colonel Edwards
learned of the capture of his men at San Augustine and of

the Mexlcan troops that were coming to Nacogdoches, and he
went to the Unlited States.

The gettlers knew little of The Mexlcan laweg, and as
the county became more thilckly settled, 1t became necessary
to form laws.  The people agreed to elect a man whom they
called an alcalde, and a sheriff to execute his orders. The
alcalde's power extended to all eivil and criminal cases.
Kurder, theft, and all cases except divorce were in his
juriszdiction. The alcalde could ask twelve men, who were
good and lawful citizens, To help him In a time when he
thought 1t necessary or when the parties being tried de-
manded 1t. The alcaldes were: Nathan Davis, Balley Ander-
son, John Sprowl, Jacob Garrett, Elisha Roberts, Benjeamin
Lindsey, Williem MNcFarland, and Charles Tavlor,

in 1834 the old alcalde gystem was abolished and suc~
ceeded oy & legally authorized local govermment under the
liexican law. The so-called Digtrict of Ayish wasg also abole
ished and became the Munielpality of San Augustine. It in-
cluded all of Sen Augustine, Sabine, and Shelby Countiss,
more than half of Panola, the northern section of Newton,
and & small part of Jasper.® The name San Augugtine may

have been glven by the law maskers. The jurisdiction of the

SH. Y. N. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 352.
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ayuntsmiento, according to the Kexican law, extended to the

entlre district; and a municipality of one thousand could
heve an alcalde, two regidores, and a clerk. Benjamin
Lindsey was elected for the first office, with the title of
Gole and Constitutlonal Alcaslde; Emory Raines and John
Bodine were elscted first and second regidores; snd Joseph
Smith Johnson was chosen clerk. A special decree was ig-
gued Lo the people of Nacogdoches and the other setilers
eaat of Austin's colony that titles should be issued to the
lands they had settled. One or two commissicners were to
be appointed to execute the law at the expense of persons
interested, and titles that were issued were certified.b
George 3. Taylor, George Antonio Nixon, and George W. Smythe
were gppeinted commissioners.

In 1832 the settlers held a mass meeting to make plans
for the bullding of a town, and a committes of fifteen men
wag appolnted to select a site. The committee members were
Willliam MeFarland, Shedrack Thomas, Henry W. Avgustine,
David Hoffwan, Wyabt Hanks, James Hanks, John G. Love, Wil-
liem Garrett, Alexsnder Horton, Devid Renfro, Achilles .
C. Jolmson, Elisha Roberts, David 0. Warren, Matthew Cart-
wright, and Phillip A, Sublett., The cormittes selected a

place Detween the Ayish Bayou and the (arizzo Creek on the

east slde of Aylsk Bayou. This was the third time that the

Sn. Fo N. CGammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 361.




place had been selected for permansnt settlement. It was
first selected by the Indlans who bullt a village there,

and then by the Spanish who selected the szlte for a mission;
and now 1t was seliected by the Americans for a town. Thomsas
5. MeFarland was appointed by the committee to survey and
lay out the town and sell lots. The name was to be San
Augustine from the old mlssion of that name erected by the
Franciscan friarg in 1717.7 Thls was the home of General
James Pinckney Henderson, and for a time 1t was the home of
Js ke Hoberts. The first Protestant church wasg huilt there
in 183% by Littleton Fowler.

The town wag laid off on the eastern bank of the Ayish
Bayou on either side of the road. It had forty-eight blocks
divided into 356 lots, each eighty feet wide and 160 feet
deep, separated by streets forty feet wide. Two lots aboutb
the center were left for a public sguare on which to build
a courthouse. When the town wes planned, it was intended
that the principal business houses were to be bullt along
thie old road. However, the businesg houses were soon moved
to Columbia Street. The first store in the town was built
by L. D. Thomas near the middle of the block north of the
publlc sqguare. Augustus Hotehkliss built a store next to it.
In 1844 he rebullt it of brick, which was the first, and

with the exception of the courthouse built in 1856, the only

v, 1. liassengill, Texas Towns, p. 162.




brick house in town untll 1830. A large hotel was bullt by
Almanzon Houston, and Harrison E’.. Watson and Alexander Horton
kent tThe hotel 1In 1837 when Judge E. M. Williamson held the
Tirzt District Court there under the Hepublic. The sessions
of court were held in large front rooms facing the strsst,
and the court pald fifty dollars each for the courtroom and
the grand jury room. The Judge of the Filrst Judicial Dig-
trict was authorized snd required to hold a special term of
the District Court in and for the County of San Augustine
on the flrst Nondey of Jasnuary, 1839.8

Por many years the only munilcipsal building in town was
the cusbtoms house. This was a bullding where dutles were
collected on goods coming in from the United 3tates., San
Augustlne was the third in importance of the ports of entry
under the Republic. The reverme collected between 1836 and
1846 was $62,105,90. The coliectors of customs were Jorn G.
Love, k. L. Anderson, Sandford Holman, John C. Berry, and
William M. Hurb. The customs house after 1837 was also used
as & courthouse., After Texas becamée a part of the United
States, the collection of customs in San Augustine was abol-
ished and the customs house was so0ld.?

there were two fine school houses in town, one beilng

the University bullding and the other a schoolhouse built

84, P. W. Gommel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, v. 6.

°G. L. Crocket, Two Centuries in Esst Texas, p. 109.
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by the NMethodlst Church in 1842, Sen Augustine was noted
fof its schools and has been called the Athens of Texas.
Many of the early ploneers were persgons of education and
wanted to have education in the settlements. For the first
ben years they were too widely secatbtersd to have regular
schools; thers were no geod roads, snd tlhiere was always the
danger of prowling Indians. Most of the schooling received
by the children was taught by some educated neighbor. After
the town was bullt, schools could be built. The First school
was a female academy taught by Mrs. Stewart from Virginia.

| Another early school was taught by John M. Renkin in
1837 and 1838. There were probably schools of which ne reec-
ord wag kept. They were private schools under the sole cone
troi of the %teacher, with no grsdes and no examinations.

The pupils did not graduate but went fto school untill they
were old enough to quit or until they had no money. The San
Augustine University was establlshed for higher education.
The Board of Trustees for the school was composed of Elisha
Roberts, Jesse Burditt, William MeFarland, John Cartwright,
Sumner Bacon, Gesorge Teal; Augustus Hotchkiss, Henry W.
Augustine, Andrew J. Cunningham, Phillip A. Sublett, Iredell
D. Thomas, Albert Gallatin Kellog, Almanzon Houston, William
W, Holmen, and Joseph Rowe. These men were from the town

and the surrounding country.lo The school was organized

On, . N, cammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 256.
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in three departments, which were Introductory, Junior, and
Ssenlor, and 1t was connected with a female academy for young
ladies and a grammar school for children under twelve years
of age.

Perhaps because of their location San Augustine, Nacog-
docties, and Seblne Counties wers the cradle of the Catholic
and Protesbant religions. The Mexlican colonization laws
demanded that the people be Homan Catholic in religion,
There were a few Cathollcs among the first settlers, but for
a long time there was no resident priest among the settle-
ments. The pioneers who settled the Ayish Bayou District
during the period from 1818 to 1834 were nearly all members
of Protestent churches in thelr home states, but the es-
tabllished religion for the colonists in Texas was that of
the Roman Cathollc Church. So during the period of early
colonlzation the district was almost entirely without re-
ligious services of eny kind. At the beginning of the reve
olutlion, when the people were favoring freedom and self-
determination, missionaries began to cross the 3abine and
preach to the people. Asg San Augustine was the first town
to be reached, naturally the missionaries would filrst begin
their work in that region. Within a circle of a few miles
of the town were the earliest beglnnings of the Methodlst,
the Prosbyterian, the Cumberland Presbyterian, and the Bap-
tist Churches. Among the Protestant churches the Methodisgt

was the first in Texas. In 1833 a camp meeting was held
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east of San ﬁugustine, at which a church organization was
completed, with forty-eight members and with Major Samuel
B, lcllahan elected Clasgs Leader. That was the first Meth-
odist Church to be organlzed within what was then known to
be the limits of the later Republic of Texag.ll The Texas
Hevolution interrupted religious progress, but after the
war Protestantism was {irmly established. From the begin-
ning, the town of San Augustine was an lmportant center for
Methodlst work in Texas, and also for the Presbyterian
Churelrs  The Iirst Baptist Church in San Augustine County
gesrig to have been the old Macedonls Chureh on Harvey's
Creelts The present Baptist Church of 3an Augustine is one
of the leading churches of The town. In 1831, in Nacog-
doched, among the seventy-two strangers admltted by the
town council, there were twenty-seven of different religions.
Une man belleves that not more thean one-fourth of the early
Texans took cath for the Catholic religlon.

Moet of the early settlers of Texas came.from the
United Stetes, and many people tried to form opinions con-
cerning the character of the colonists. The people in the
United 3tates generally pelieved that most of The colonists
left thelr old homes to escape punishment for crime. The
settlements were made up of about the same kind of peopls

28 were to be found in any American frontier community.

g, 1, Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, p. 271.
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There i1s no real proof that Texas received more than its
proportion of undesirable citizens. The settlers from the
United States inherited the traditions, cusboms, and polit-
lcal principleg of the Americans and naturally wanted their
own laws, institutions, and civil liberty.

Ihe earliest homes of thse Anglo-Americans were crudely
built of logs, roofed with<bqards and f{loored with puncheons.
S5liding boards served as windows; and onlv the wealthy could
afford s house of two rooms with a hall between, a porch in
front and a kitchen vehind. Manv houses had only one room
with a thatched roof., There were few good carpenters smong
the early settlers; and with few tools, it was almost im-
possible to bulld weatherproof and comfortable houses. The
furniture of these houses varied from the near elegance of
the homes of the weelthier colonists, who were able to bring
furniture with them, to that of the poor neople who brought
only a few artlcles with them. The ordinary furmiture was
very crude, with tables being made of sglabs and limbg of
trees sawed to flt. The chairs were made of sticks and
crosepleces and covered with animal skins. UOften beds were
built onto the walls, with skins for mattresses. In some
homes the mattresses were made of Spanish moss, corn husks,
or grass. As more colonists came and prosperity increased,
furniture and other comforts were imported. The men tallked
hopefully of the future, and the children were happy because

everything was new to them; but the women still tallked sadly
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of their old homes and friends.l®

Food was scarce in the early settlements. At first the
crops were poor, and the men and boys hunted deer and turkey
and fished to furnish food for the families. Sometimes some
of tihe sebttlers ate the mstang poniss which were numerous
on the prairie.l® Later they had corn, beef, milk, and
pork, and they gathered wild honey from bee trees. Corn was
sasily ralsed, and meny times 1t was left standing in the
field to be pulled as the grain was needed. One traveler
writes of having to wait untll the corn wag gathered, ground,
kneaded, and baked before he could have bresd to eat. MNills
and towns were far apart, and the people often had to go a
day's journey to grind corn or to buy coffee. Only a few
had milk and butter and wheat bread to eat. Children for-
got and some did not know what wheat bresd was like. Flour
cost ten dollars a barrel, and few people had money with
which to buy coffee and tobacco, which they considered ne-
cessitieg.lé

‘The clothing of the colonigts was of the very simplest
kind. HMost of the cablns contalned spinning wheels and
looms which were used in spinning thread and weaving cloth.

That and buckekin furnished the main kinds of materisl for

ig, .
. C. Barker, Headings in Texas History, p. 142.

196, Wnarton, The Lone Star State, p. 69.

Lo

Smithwick, The Evolution of a State, pp. 17-18.
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the clothes. Calico cost about fifty cents & yard end was
occasionally usged by the women for party dressea. Sometimes
articles of clothing were made of animal skins. Some of the
colonists wore moccasineg and many went barefoot, because
shoes were hard to get. Noah Smithwick tells of a dance at
which the people who had shoes would loan their shoes to
those who had none during part of the dance. Even wilth
scanty clothing, poor houseg, and a scarclty of food, vigi-
tors were always welcomed and given the best of everything.
Texang became famous for hospitallty and kindness to strang-
ers and travelers.

Nearly all the early settlers were farmers who came to
Texas becaunsge of the cheapness and fertility of the soll.
Teachers, lawyers, physicians, ministers, and other pro-
fesslonal men depended more on thelr farms for a living dur-
ing the early years then on their professions. The store-
keepers were farmers as well as merchants. Most of the
settlers came from the SBouthern States and brought with
them the agricultural tradltions of the South. Intensive
farming was not tried; and methods of culilvation varied
from those used by grealt nlanters, who brought their slaves
with them to work the land,_to those of small farmers who
cultivated the soll with the help of the other members of
the families. Cotton and corn were the most Important crops,
with sugar cane and tobacco néxt important items. Stocke

ralsing was lmportant, and on some farms there were herds
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of cattle and horses, and also a few hogs and chickens.
Some farmers made gerdens; but although they worked hard,
many ol the early settlers were often hungry. Spring floods
end dry summers ruined the cropeg. Among the early settlers,
she professional men had 1ittle opportunity to practice
thelr professions before 18363 so agriculture wes almost
the only occupation to chhose. The physicians were the
only ones who found a great deal of practice in the ssettle-
nents.

For amusument the colonists hunted, fished, rode horses,
heid shooting matches, and ran foot races. Even 1n their

rough surroundings the people enjoyed themselves as much as

&

people of today. A&t {irst there were no schools, no Sunday
Schiools, nor churches; but people talked about these and
looked forward to fthe time when Texas would have them. Even
in gmall towns, society was strabifled, with certain fami-
lies recognized ss leaders iIn soclal 1ife and in civil af-
falrg. HNuch visiting wae done, and the entertaimment of an
cecaslonal traveler did much ton keep the settlers from be-
ing too lonely. There were no political gatherings nor
churech services, but there were hunting and flshing parties,
shooting matches, and dances which brought the neople tow
gether several times a year. DBDarbecues were given to cele-
brate weddings, and whensver men came together there were
tournaments to test thelr strength and ability by riding

wild mustangs, lassoing cattle, or wrestling.
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In all parts of Texas there were many Indians. Thoss
in the eastern part were friendly, but they were often
thisves and great loafers. They would hang around a cabin
and--demand food or anything thaet caught their fancy. The
colonista treated them kindly; they were afraid to drive
them away, for they might return to steal something or to
burn the houses, HRoving bands of wild Indians sometimes
pessed through the country burning homess, murdering people,
railding ranches, and carrying off herds of cattle. This
heppened more often in the west than in the esast.

Travel in early Texas was very difficult, as there
was not a road in the province as we now speak of roads,
The courses usually called roads were paths sometimes
marked by trees. As late ag 1835 the settlers could not
convenlently use carriages, UMNearly all travel was on horse-
back, but occaslonally women and children traveled in carts
drawn by oxen. Wagons could be used in dry weather, but
even travellng on horseback could not be dorne in wet weather
in the river botboms. The most famous road through Texas
waa the King's Highway, which ren from the Rio Grande south
of Eagle Pass through San Arntonlo, Bastrop, and Crockett to
Nacogdochesg. That is probably the road traveled by Saint-
Denis, and 1t was the princlnal trall from ezst to west
during the Spanish and Mexican periods. Two other roads

began at Gollad, one running northwestward to the Trinlty
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River and the other running eastward and ending at Nacog-
doches. It was easler to travel by water and much cheaper
than golng by land; so many of %the early settlements were
bullt near the rivers. Small boats could travel quite a
distance up the rivers, and goods were hauled in ox wagons
from_landing places on the river to towns snd setblemsnts
in the interior.

e early Texans seem to have been rather intelligent.
Hven though they were intelligent, they read very little;
and there appear to have been only a few libraries in The
early period. Naturally there were some lawless snd desper-
ate characters among the settlers, and there were some good
and patriotlic men who did not like connection with Mexico
and despised the Nexican svstem of law. Those men were
thinking of the independence of Texas and forgot thelr prom-
lse to the Mexican govermment when it gave them land. How-
ever, the greater part of the colonists were law-abiding
cltizens with no particulsr grievances againsgt Mexico until

15

h

183
The Constitution which Mexico adopted in 1824 was not
acceptable for very long to the American colonists. It left
out what the Americens considered most necessary: trial by
Jury and the right of accused persons to bail. It provided

for the union of Chuwrch and State by requlring every loval

1°E. C. Barker, Resdings in Texas History, pp. 141-145.
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citizen to bhe & Roman Cathollc 1n religion. It provided
for the organization and use of an army which made the mil-
itary power the suprsme department. The colonlsts were
agalnst military power above clvll power, and they also
vere asgainst the unlon of Church and State. The Constitu-
tion also provided that certain military, religlous, and
other classes of citigens night become exempted from the
observance of the general laws and detsevmline thelr rlghts
by thelr own laws and through their own courts. Americans
could not like the Nexlcan form of govermment beéause of

the édifference in American snd Mexican politlcal ideals.




CHAPTER IV

PARTICIPATION OF EAST THEXANS IN THE REVOLUTION

The United States sympathized with Mexico in winning
her freedom from Spaln, and when freedom was won, Mexico
welcomed the Americans smong her colonists. After a time,
Mexico began to suspect that the United States did not want
her to have Texas, but wanted at least a part of the prov-
ince for herself. MNexlco thought that the United States
wanted Texas and, lmowing the Anglo-American greed for ter-
ritory, began to watch carefully, They realized that the
ﬁmericané nad made thelr homes in Texas but their hearts
were gtill In thelr native gtates. For many reasons, =
confllict between the Mexicens and the Americans was inev-
itable., The land questlon lay at the bottom of tre troubles
which beset the people of East Texas.l These people had
worked hard and established homes in this reglon: and since
the Nexlcang were glven preference in everything, they were
afrald the federal goverrment would take away their land.
The trouble started chlefly with the Fredonian Rebellionm,
and 1t could not be avolded because the Mexicans and the
Americans were full of distrust for each other. The Revo-
lution actually begen in 1835, but war clouds had been
gathering long before then. The laws of 1830 passed by the

Mexlcans were to make strornzer the hold of Mexieco on Texas,

lG. Le Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, »n. 128.
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One of these laws Torbade colonists from countriss touching
Mexico to settle In Texas anywhere nsar thelr own border.

It suspended land contracts for colonies not alrsady estab-
lighed and prevented any foreigners from entering Texas from
the north without a passport from a Mexicen agent,.?

Other laws were passed by the Mexlcan Congress to set-
tle colonies of convicts and deserters in Texas, which would
gulckly destroy the prosperity of the province. Texas was
forced to be Joined to the Mexicen state of Coahuilla. The
Texans were promised 1t would last only untll thelr state
was strong enough for a se?arat@ government. The colonists
thought they were ready for selif-govermment, but MNexico was
afraid that separate goverrment would be a step Ttoward in-
depencence, %hen the settlers flrst came to Texas, Mexico
promised that for six years they should be free from tax-
ation and could Iimport without duty all supplies really
needed for their own use. When the time expired, taxes
were levied and Mexico made the collection of taxes and
dutles disagreeable and humiliating. The colonlsts were
partly to bhlame, because some of them had made & practice
of smuggling luxuries for sale. All these things led toward
war, but the main cause was the entlre lack of sympathy be-
tween the Mexlcans and the Anglo-American colonists. The

mlsunderastandings arcse ag & result of differences in the

2, P, Garrison, Texas, p. 159.
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two races.? They disagresd on forms of goverrnment and re-
ligion, and were of different races sgspeaklng different
languages.

In 1828 General Mier y Terén was appointed bto fix the
sastern boundary of Texas, and in 1830 he was appointed
Commandant General of the Rastern Provinces, General Terhn
was an honest man and a brave scldler, devotsd to the in-
terests of his country but not insensible to the needs and
rights of the American colonists. He saw that i1f the Anglo-
Americans were not checked they would 1n a few years wipe
out Mexlcan occupation., It was partly because of his report
of the situation that the Law of 1830 was passed. General
Teran decided to plent Indlans in the region by granting
them legal titles, belleving that would hinder the growth
of the American settlements. AL the same time, Colonel
Piedras was Dlocking an attempt of the civil suthorities to
give titles for thelr lands to the American colonists in the
Ayish Bayou Dlstrict.

In 1830 the tax exemption law ended, and in 1831 Colonel
John Davis Bradburn was sent with some soldiers to establish
a customg house at Anahuac. The Nexican authorities were
courteous and fair in their dealings with the colonists ang
no trouvble appeared among them. Bradburn began to antago-

nize the people, and in May he imprisoned W. B. Travis,

93. B. Lowrle, Cultural Conflicts in Texas, p. 179.
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Patrick Jack, and some other colonists. Dr. N. D, Labadie
gives an account of the trouble at Anahuac., He savs that
Bredburn oflfered freedom to all the slaves who nresented

*

themselves to him, hree runaway slaves from Loulslana
claimed his protection; and when Willlem M. Logan, the own-
er of the slaves, demanded them, bBradburn refused Lo hand
them over until Logan gave proof that he was the owner.
Logan went back to Louislana and secured »nroof; but when he
presented it_to Bradburn, the latter clalmed that the ne-
groes had asked for the protection of the Mexican flag and
refused %o glve them up. One dark, rainy night, a messenger
brought Bradburn a letter which warnsd him that a magistrate
onn the Sabine River was organizing a force to take the ne-
groes. Dradburn was greatly alarmed and sent scoubs to see
it they could find the men. They found no trace of & forcey
so Bradburn, belleving it wes a trick played by Travis, had
nim and Jack arrested.4 The settlers united and captured
the garrison.at Velasco and moved on to Anshuac. Bradburn
gent bto Nacogdoches for Colonel Piedras for help. On
June 1¢, 1832, Piedras set out for Anahuac to sstitle the
dispute there. He settled the trouble by releaging the
nrisoners and removing Bradburn from office.

While Colonel Tledras was away from Nacogdoches, the

setilerg in the Aylsh Bayou District held a mesting and

4@, Rowe, "The Disturbance at Analmac, " Texas Histor-
lcal Assoclation quarterly, VI (1803), 280-281.




81

talked about golng to help thelr countrymen. The people
were In sympathy with Sente Anna in Mexlco and were against
the Mexican authorities in East Texas. Soon they organized
armed forces and collected guns and provisions for an expe-
dition. Colonel James ¥W. Bulloch, who had served under
General Andrew Jackson at New Orleans, was chosen leader of
the group. The colonists marched to Nacogdoches and sent
word to Colonel Pledras either to declare for Santa Anng
and the Mexican Constitution of 1824 or to surrender.
Pledras recelved the message courteously but refused to ac-
ceplt the demands. 8o the colonists attacked the town. The
llexicans retreated and the settlers followed until they ar-
rived at the stone house, where the Mexlicans fought from the
cover of the stone fort and the colonlets from any shelter
they could find. During the nlght the Nexlcans slipped
away, but the next mornlng the settlers followed. They
captured the Mexicans at Durst Crossing on the Angelina
River, and Colonel Pledras resigned his command. He re-
turned to Nacogdoches; and in the terms of surrender agreed
upon, Fledras was to return to Mexico by way of Velasco,
and the troops were sent to San Antonio.

Colonel Bulloeh reported that in the Mexican ranks
forty-geven were killed and as many wounded, while only
three colonists were killed and five wounded. OCnly a few
reople took part in the battle of HNacogdoches and the losses

were slight, but it was an Important battle in Texms history.
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It ended the first struggle bestween the colonists and the
texican authorities and removed the last Wexican soldiers
from Texas east of 3an Antonio. It helped to bring about
the conventions in which the people of Hast Texas took a
prominent part. HNacogdoches and the Redlands, Instead of
being & source of danger from & Mexican garrison, became a
reserve of strength and support. The Avish Bayou District
became a stronghold of American immigration.

All these evenlts of 1832 made the people in the col-
onles realize that they wmust unite in a common cause and
present thelr grievances to the Mexican gévernment. They
were nob thinking of being disloyal to the federal govern-
ment, but they had to have their complaints removed. The
citizens of East Texas eagerly answered the call of Horatio
Chriesmann and John Austin issued August 22, 1832, fér a
convention of five delegates from each town precinct and
¢ivll district in Texas to meet at San Fellpe to discuss
their problems.® The settlements in East Texas sent able
and well-qualified representatives to the convention. From
the District of Nacogdoches went Charles §. Taylor and
Thomas Hastings. Delegates from the Ayish Bayou District
were Fhillip Subleti, Donald MCDonald, William Nelarland,
Wyatt Hanks, and Jacob Garrett. From Sabine were Benjamin
fdolt, Absalom Hier, and Jessie Parker. From the Tennehan

District were William English, Frederick Faye, Gesorge Butler,

“H, B. N. Gemmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 470.
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John M. Bradley, and Jonas Harrison. From the District of
Snow River were Thomas D. Beauchamp, Elijah Isaacs, Samuel
Looney, and James Looney.® Willism McFarland, Jonas Harri-
gon, and Charles 8. Taylor became leaders in the convention,
The conventlon was called together by John Austin, who gave
reagong for calllng the convention. He sald that movements
in Texas had been misrepresented by the enemies, and it was
necessary for the Texans to dispute these claims and deelare
thelr firm and unshaken adherence to the ilexican Confedera-
tion and Constitutlion and their resdlness to do their duty
as Mexican citlzens.’ |

Jonas Harrison became chalrman of a committee to take
Into conslderatlion the situation of the land business to
the east of the San Jacinto Hiver, and William McParland
became chalrman of the committee for the sdmission of Texas
as a geparate state In the Mexlcan union. The committee for
lands granted to the Indians or petitioned for by them was
composed entirely of Esst Texans, Charles 3, Tavlor of
Nacogdoches was the chalrman, and the other members were
Willlam MeFerland, Jonas Harrison, FPhillip A. Sublett, John
t. Braedley, and Wyatt Hanks.

A commlittee composed of two members from easch district
was appointed to report the petitloning for a State Govern-

ment. The ones chosen from the Bast Texas dlstricts were

SH. F. ¥. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 480,

"H. P. N. Gammel, Lews of Texas, Vol. T, op. 280-481.
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Co 5. Yaylor, H. Hantz, William lMcFarland, W. Henks, E. Isascs,
3. Looney, G. Butler, and J. ¥. Bradleyv.® The reople wanted
to have all thelr transactions and obligations written in
the Enzlish language except those which had an immediate
conmection with the governmenf*

The people of Texas were not sablsfied with the results
of thig conventlon, and in March, 1833, delegates again met
In convention at San Fellpe. The delegates were almost the
same except that Sam Housbon was one of the representatives
from San Augustine. In Mexico, Bustamente had retired from
the government and the Republican Party, with Santa Anna as
leader, was in power. The people felt bthat they could ask
for more in this conventlon than they had in the one of 1832,
A commlttee was appointed to ask for the separation of Texas
from Coalmila, and Seam Houston was chairmsn of a committee
to draw up & proposed constitution for the new state. Austin
carricd to Mexico Clty the petitlon for separate statehood.
Texas based her rights to be a state on the following state-
ments:

188, It possesses sufficlent quelifications,
and the people of Texas have manifested their de-
sire to be a state.

end,  The natural right that she has always
had of organizing herself as a state, and of oc-

cupying her rank as such, at the side of her sig-

ters, the other states, on account of having been

a distinct province at the time of the independence.
3rd, The guarantee of the law of May 7, 1824.
éﬁé. The Pléﬁt that is guarantesd to 1t by

8H., P. W. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 484,
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the system adopted by the Nexican Republlic, of pro-
moting her welfare, and of securing her interior
prosperity and tranquilllty by an adequate organ-
ization of her local goverrment.
5t1, The duty, end the interest of Texas, of
cementing and assuring her permanent union with the
Vexican federatlion.
6ELR, The right that all people have of saving
themgelves from anarchy end from utter ruin.?
The colonists found that they could now work together.
The Ayish Bayou Distriet, which was now orgenized as the
Municipality of San Augustine, was acknowledged as a part
of the province, and 1lts delegates were equal to the others
in the conventlons.
in March, 1833, Sants Anna, leader of the Liberal Farty,
was elected President of lexlco., He only used his party to
get into power, and in 1834 he dissolved the Mexican Congress
end gave himgelf dictatorial powers., He zppolnted General
Cos Governor of Texas with civil jurisdiction. As a result,
the War Yarty in Texas felt that Texas should sepsrate from
Mexico and a revolution should be started, The members of
the Peace FParty were more careful and wanted Lo walt until
the colonists were in a betler peéition to act againgt Nex-
ico. These were men of property and caution, but most of
the thinking men of Texss Imew that separation from Mexico
would soon come.
The people of Nacogdoches and San Augustine held meet-

ings and sdopted resolutlions to pledge cooperation of East

Texas with other Texans 1ln event of an armed invasion.

9}?

» We Jolmson, Texas and the fexang, Vol., I, pp. 113-114.
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Stephen F. Austin returned from Wexico when he had been
convinced thalt war was inevitable if the colonists wefe to
keep thelr liberties and that a convention should be as-
sembled,

Augtin had reached Mexico City in 1833 in the midst of
a terrible epidemic of cholera. He had worked all summer
trying to get the plans for separate statehood recognized.
In December he learned that Santa Anns was at heart a des-
pot and that Congress would not permit Texas a separaste
statehood. Santa Anna sald the general government would
consgider all of the petitions presented by Austin and would
recopmend to the state govermment a reform of the judiclary
gyatem, so as to glve the colonlsts trial by jury. The
govermment of the state was to secure for the colonlsts all
privileges of which they were worthy as Mexican citizens in
civil as well as in criminal affairs. To accomplish this,
there were to be established juries wholly in conformity
witih the petition of the colonists.l0 Austin suceceeded in
getbting a revocation of the Decree of 1830 formidding other
emigration from the States.

Just before Austin left Mexico City, he wrote a letter

to the Ayvuntamlentc at San Antonio, urging the people of that

Jurisdiction to joln the other dlstricts of Texas in request-
ing separete statehood. The letter was sent to the Mexilcan

il

officials at Mexico City, and they ordered the arrest of

108, W, Johneon, Texas and the Texans, Vol. I, p. 124.
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Augtin., He was arrested at Saltillo and carried back to
exlco City and placed in a dungeon. Austin's imprisonment
cast @ pﬁll of gloom over the colonlsts, and they held no
conventions in 1834, On October &, 1834, Santa Anna called
& council to discuss the state of affeirs in Texas, It was
decicded that Texas should remain a part of Coahulle, and
Augtin was sent back to prison. He was allowed to reburn
to Texas in 1835,

Bitter feelings were agaln aroused between the Mexicans
and the Americansg. General Cos came to Texas with his sol-
diers and ordered the arrest of some prominent citlizens.
The settlers had a feeling of terror and dread while rmmors
of Indian uprisings and of ﬁexican invasions were spread
throughout the province. The suspéense was broken by the
battle of Gonzales. Colonel Ugartechea, with some Mexican
soldiers, went to Gonzales to take away a cannon which the
govermment had furnished the settlement some years before
for protection agalnst the Indians. DSeveral hundred Texans
gathered and prevented the llexlcans from taking away the
Canmnois

In the swmner of 1835 the cormmittee of safety at San
Felipe proposed that a commlttee meet as a Lemporary com-
mittes of safety béfore the‘meeting of the general conven-
tion in the sutumn. The group met and made a report to the

Convention of 1836.11 San Auvgustine was represented by A,

My, Py W, Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, pp. 507-508.
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Hougton, Jacob Garrett, Willieam M. Sigler, and 4. E. C.
Johnson; and Wacogdoches was represented by William Whitaker,
Sam Houston, Daniel Parker, James W. Hobinson, and N. Kobins.

Un the motim of Sam Houston of Wacogdoehszs, Dr. Branch
s Archer was choscn chairmen of the Consultation. He rec-
ommended a declaration of causgs, organization of a provisione
al govermment, = military organizaetion, a conclliatory ar-
rangement with the Indians, and an examination of fradulent
land grants,l®

A plan for a provisional goverrment was adopted. There
were to be a governmcr, a lieubenant-governor, a major-general
of the Texas armies, and a General Council composed of one
member from each of the thirteen municipalities, nresided
over Ly the lieutenant~governor.15 Henry Smith was chiosen
to be the governor, and James W. Robingon of Nacogdoches was
chosen lileutenantw-governor. The plan for a provisional gove
érmment provided for the closing of the land office during
the ungettled and agitated period so that no land grants
could be made. A commitltee was appointed to make a decla-
ration of causes that caused the people to take up arms
against Mexlco. Un this committes were 8. Houston from

Naecogdoches and A. Housbon from San Augustine.l4 Wharton,

Leg, He Wharton, lexas Under HNany Flags, Vol. I, p. 233,
13

A. J. Houston, Texes Independence, p. 68.

-

141, P, 0. Germel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 515.
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a delegate from Brarzoria, led the group for immedlate dec-
laration of independence; but Sam Houston wanted to try
again for the lMexlcan Federal Constitution of 1824, The
Texans hoped that some of the Mexicans would joln in help-
Ing preserve the Constitution. That was impossible; and
when the next conventlon met, a declaration of independence
wes adopted.t® The Cherokee Indians wers repregsented in
the Consultation by Chief Bowles, Big Mush, and three other
chiefs. One of the most impoftant acté of the Consgultation
was to slgn a statement that the Cherokee Indians and thelr
bands were entltled to the land they claimed north of the
San Antonlo Road and the Neches Hiver and between the An-
gelina and Sabine Rivers. The members of the convention
signed the agreement on November 13, 1835.16

On December 22, 1835, a large convention met at San
Augustine, where Jonas Harris présented a declaration of
relationg with Mexico showing the necesgity for complete
separation from Mexlco. e Instructed the delegates of the
Bastern section who were going to the Convention in 1836 to
use thelr greatest power to getka declaration of independ-
ence, Hls plan was unenimously adopted by the people,
which showed they were in favor of it. When the wen from
San Augustine signed the declaration of independence, they

voiced the opinion of the people whom they rsepresented.

156, nr. Wnarton, The Republic of Texas, p. 124.

s} . S
E. P. N, Gamwmel, Laws of Texasg, Vol. I, pp. 546-547,
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committee was appointed to draft a declaration of independ-
ence, 7’ George C. Childress of Red Rivsr County had pre-
pered a draft that hed already been approved by Houston and
others. The Cormittes brought in the report on March 2,
1856; it was read and adopted on a motlon of Sam Houston.
It was unanimously adopted.l® The document was aigned wilthe
in the next few days. The Convenbion then adopted a con-
stitution for the new Republic which was glgned by the mem-
bers in the same way they signed the Declaratlon. Becauge
of some trouble between Governor Smith and the Council, Sam
liouston had not been given control of the army. Now the
conventlon confirmed his appointment as commander-in-chief
of the Texag armies.

Gensral Cos returned to Kexico and the Texans began to
feel safe; therefore they were surprised by Santa Anns's
entrance into Texas. Fetibtions of the Texas conventions,
Stephen Austin's visit to Mexico Uity, decline of lexiecan
Influence north of the Rio Grande, and several skirmighes
between the colonists and the authorities resulted in Senta
Anna's declsion to garrison Texas with four thousand soldiers.,

He sald it was to protect the settlers from indians, but his

L7%. . 1. Gammel, Laws of Zexas, Vol. I, p. 826.

185, C, Barker, "The Texan Declaration of Causes for
Talding Up Arms Against Nexico," Texag Historical Association
Quarterly, XV (1911-1912), 183-.1GZ.
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resl purpose was lmown by his saying, "Kilitary colonies
guch as those established by [Russla in Slberia . . . would
be the most convenient for Texas in my opinion."® The fall
of the Alawmo and the massgsacre at Goliad took away the line
of defense against the invaders and left the colonlsts
shocked and sbunned. News was glow in traveling to the
Eagst; so the first San Augustine company reached Sam Hous-
ton's armny at the Trinity River. The company wase composed
of sbout forty men under the command of Capta;n William
Kimbro, with James Rowe as first lleutenant., Others soon
followed from the East Texas Reglon. San Auvgustine and all
the other gectlons of East Texas dld their part bravely in
the Hevolution and were well represented at the battle of
San Jacinto.

The news of Santa Anna's deed at the Alamo filled the
colonigts with terror. Immediately they began to lsave
their homeg and move eagtward. The army and practically
the entire population moved to the Brazos Hiver. losit of
the famlilies traveled separately untll they reached the
Brazos iHiver and they had to stop there for a crossing.
There was only one small ferry boat and it took a long time
for the vpeoples to crosgs. Hundreds of the colonists reached
the Sabine and crossed it. Lieutenant Hitcheock, who was
with General Galnes at Camp Sablne, zavs the camp of the

colonligts, made of sheets and quilts spread among the trses,

b

L. Was

n

19g, son, The Wimnming of Texas Independence, n. 8.
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extended vp and down the east bank of the Sabine for twenty
miles,

“he people of Nacogdoches and San Augustine took part
in the "Runaway Scrape' in which the settlers abandoned
thelr homes and fled across the border. These people in
the Xast were not so much afrald of Saenta Anna's army at
that time as they were of Indlan uprisings. They did not
know whet to expect of the Indians, When news arrived of
the retreat of General Houston, the people everywhere left
thelr Domes. Wagons and carts were filled with women, chil-
dren, and necessary articles that could be carried, and the
recple harried to safety across the Sabine Hiver. For the
fourth time the people abandoned East Texas.

An Interesting story has been told of an incident which
ghowed that the people did not entirely forget the soldisrs
and thelr needs in thelr fear., Une cart was so heavily
loaded that the driver threw out some bacon abt the foot of
an oalk tree just west of San Augustine. The next man that
came by thought the bacon was left for Houston's army, which
was supposed to be retreating in that directlion; so he threw
out more bacon. Others came by and did bthe game, until there
wag a large plle ol Dbacon which the army would have been glad
- to have accepted if it had reached that particular place.
The battle of Ban Jacinto wag not a grest battle and

there was not a large number of soldlers teking part in it,
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but it wes one of the most important battles of history. As
a result, Texas was freed from the rule and ownership of
Mexlico. Later, because of lexas wimning her freedom, the
territory from the Sabine River to ths Pacific Ccean was
added to the United States, The settlers of thet great
territory owe much Lo the town of San Augustine ag a source
of inspiratlion and power 1n the fresing of Texas. The good
news of the batile of San Jacinto spread rapidly to Necog-
dochies, San Augustine, and Natchitoches, Louilsiana, where
many of the Texans had sought refuge. The settlers began
returning to their homes. The independence of Texas had
been declared at the Washington Convention on March 2, 1836,
but 1t was not a reasl fact until the battle of San Jecinto.

Mexico hated to acknowledge defeat by rebels and thought
the Texans were Ingrates. They considered them beggars be-
causne they asked for land. The Hexicans trled to belleve
that the United States wes the cause of the rebellion, for
they knew that tie Americans wanbted Texas and that many

American voluntesrs fought in the Texas Revolution.e0

D, n, Smith, "The Mexlcan Recognition of Texas,™"
fmerican Historical Review, XVI (1911), 39.




CHAPTER ¥V
GERMAN SETTLENENTS IN BAST TZXAS

Texas was first brought to the attention of the German

people through J. V. Hecke's book, Travels Through the

United States. Hecke had been in Texas for about one year;

and when he returned to Germany, he publlshed a report about
the beautiful climate, the rich, productive soil,”and the
highly favorable condltions for immigration to Texas.l He
Phought 1t would be a good plan for Germans.to settle in
Texns, Persong in Texas and in Germany developed an inter-
est in bringing‘German colonists into Texas. Some thought
it would help Spelin to defend her frontier against the
French; some empresarios wanted to carry out their contracts
by settiing their coloniss elther in whole or in part with
Germans; one wanted to setltle Germans in Texas to produce
raw materials for a projected Industrial development in
Spain; one wanted Frussia to buy Texas; and others wanted
Swlss and German Immigrants because tihey opposed slavery.
The first proposal to seitle Germans was made by Morphi,
the Spanish consul at New Orleans. He wanted to grant them
seven square leagues of Lland upon the Gulf of Mexico near
the Louisiana frontier, to exempt them Irom taxation, to
allow them free trade with all natlions, and to invest them

with local authority. The plan was not approved elther by

1y, T1ling, The German Element in Foxas, n. 7.
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the local authorities or by the Cadiz Regency.<

A few Germans ceme into Texas at various times before
any German gettlements were established. A few OGermen ade
venturers came Into Texes in 1821 with Dr. James Long.
Among these were Eduard Houstein, Joseph Kirksgen, Ernst von
Rosenberg, Wilhelm }Miller, Carl Cuans,Gaspar Forton, and
August Blaccher.,

The cradle of the German settlements in Texas is the
Little town of Indusiry in Austin County. It was setbled
by Friedrich Ernst, who came to America in 1829 intending
to settle In New York. He and Charles Fordtran decided to
go on to Missouri, but when they reached New Orleans, a
fellow-travelsy gave Ernst a vamphlet containing a descrip-
tion of Texas; so they decided to go there. They landed at
Harrigburg on April 1, 1831, and went iniand by ox cart.

Cn April 16, 183L, Zrnst received a league of land on the
west side of the weslt fork of M1ll Creek, & reglon inhabited
by Indians who were quiet and friendly and who did not harm
the new settlers. ZErnst gave Fordiran one-Tourth of his
league for surveying it for him.

Because Friedrich Ernast changed his mind and came to
Texag, other German familles followed him. Ie wrote a lete
ter Lo a friend which was published in a nswspaper 1n Germany

and read by many people. He pictured Texas as helng a

23'1:{. lse Dlesele, The History of the CGerman Settliements
in lexas, p. 22




wonderiul place snd compared the climate to that of Southern
Italy.® He stated that every married sebtler could hsve a
ileague of land with the only expense being one hundred and
sixty dollars for surveying snd recording. Every farmer
could bacome well-to-do in only a few years. In Olden-
burg, where the people were generally poor, the letter could
not fall to create & Dig sensation, sspecially since the
emigration fever had seized hold of the people. As a re-
sult, some of the German families were induced to emigrate
to Texas and settle near Industry. Nrs. Brnst esaid that in
1885 the families of William Bartels, Zimmerschreih and J.
Juergens came to live near Ernstl's family; and there came in
1654 the famllies of Marcus Amaler, Karl Amsler, Jacob
Wolters, Robert Kleberg, Louls von Hoeder, Williem Frels,
Slebel, ¥. W. CGrassmeysr, Joseph Blegel, and others.

in Germany Friedrich Ernst had been chlef gardener for
thie grand duke of Oldenburg. BHe chose an ideal place for a
settlement and bullt his home in the valley of Mill Creslk.
The houge was six-~cornered, bullt in the style of his sum-
mer-house in Oldenburg, and was different from the log
houges of the ploneer. He raised corn on his farm; and since
it was quite 2 distence to a mill, he made hils own grist mill
in the form of a mortar shaped out of a stump. This was

used to grind corn into meal, from which bread was baked.

%r. L. Blesele, The History of the German Settlements
in Texag, p. 44.
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Sometimes dried meat or smoked meat was the only item of
food, but by 1838 Ernst had = large orchard planted with
peach trees and a vegetable garden with all kinds of vege-
tableg.

In 1838 the town of Industry was sbarted.4 Ernst's
place had been called Industry, and Fordtran's place had
been called Lazytown or Indolence. On November 28, 1838,
Brnst made known that he had laid oub a town for Cerman im-
migrants on his land. Ie was not a gpeculator who wished
to take advantage of Germen lmmigration, bubt wented educated
feliow~countrymen to come to his town.

NOTICE TO CERMAN INMIGRANTS

The undersigned has lald out a part of his
plantation as a town for German lmmigrents in or-
der to provide them with a temporary healthful
place of abode, where they may escape during the
summer from the danger of fever in the flat cosst
country, become sccustomed to the climate, and
look sbout leisurely for a definite occupation.

This town, called Industry, lies in the ro-
mantic valley of the Mill Creek 28 miles sbove San
Felips and nesrly in the center of the republic.
Three main roads cross here. The distance to the
Brazos is 23 miles and to the Coloradc 17 miles.
The region is one of the most thlckly settled in
Texas and inhabited by meny Germans. Artisans will
heve & good market for their wares, but they are
cautloned to bring along the necessery raw mate-
rials and to have sufflcient funds to establish
themselves and to provide the necessities of l1ife.
' Since the undersigned is not a speculator
desirous of turning Immlgrabtion to hig advantage,
bub rather wishes to live in a neighborhood of

4R. L. Biesels, "The First German Settlement in Texag,"
Southwestern Historical guarterly, XXXIV (1930), 534-336,
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ecducated countrymen, building lots 50 ft. by 150 ft.
will be sold for twenty dollars, if necessary on six
montih credit.

Hr, Bonzano will give further information upon re-
%gﬁgéry, Hovember 28, 1838 Fred. Ernstd

This town has remained strictly a German settlement to
the present time, with a thriving and progressive popula-
tion.0 It grew slowly, which was a characteristic of the
German settlements in that part of the state., In 1838,

Je Go Sleper became the first postmaster of Industry, and
the {lrst drug store was opened in that year. In 1840 YNrs.
Ernst opened a hotel which became a gathering nlece for Ger-
meng wino wers going from Galveston and Houston into the in-
terlor,

The gecond German settlement in Texes was ﬁiegel's Set~
tlement, later lmown as Blegel's Post 0ffice. 1t was founded
in 1832 by Joseph Blegel when he starbted his farm on Cummins
Creek. It i1s In Fayette County, and besides Bilegel these
men come Lo the settlement: B. Scherer in 1834 from Switz-
eriand and J. O. Tschiedel, Andre, J. D. Meyer, and John
Helble in 18544,

Cat Spring in Austin County was founded in 1834 as a
direct result of Ernst's letbter and because some of the

Germans wanted to live under a republican form of govern-

ment, with psrsonal, religious, and political liberty and

Sk, L. Biesele, "The First German Settlement in Texas,”
Southwestern Hlsgtorical Qusrterly, XXXIV (192L1), 337.

S, Tiling, The Germen Element in Texas, p. 20.
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freedom from tyrannies. C(at Spring is southwest of Besville
on the edge of the Post Usk Woods sbout ten miles west of
Sealey on the Mlgsouri, Kansas and Texas Rallwav. The first
permenent settlers there were: Marcus Amsler, Karl Amasler,
Louls von Roeder, Albrecht von Roeder, Joachim von Roeder,
and Valeska von Roeder., Louls von Rosder surveved the
Amslers' tract of land for one-third of the property. The
von Hoeders csms Lo Texas In 1834 as the advance party come-
vozed of Lleubtenant Ludwlg Angon Slegmund von Roeder and
wife, his deughters Loulse and Caroline, his sons rudolph,
Vtto, and Wilhelm, Robert Kleberg and his wife, Hosalie von
Roeder, Louls Kieberg, NMrs. Otto von Hoeder, Pauline von
Donop, Hiss Antolnette von Donop, who later became lirs.
Rudolplh von Roecer, John Reinermenn and family, William
Frels, and others.

The early settlers of Cat Spring encountered all the
hardships and privations of ploneer 1ife., Log houses had %o
be.builﬁ; and Nr. M. Hartmen, who came to Cat Spring in.
1847, says that the sons of von Hoeder cut down tr@és about
four inches thiclk, =zet them in the ground.at intervals of
two feet, nalled shingles on the outside, made the roof,
doors, and windows of shingles and filled the spaces with
clay and wood. " One. of the btwo houses had a2 floor and a

‘celling made from planks sawed by hand from post oak trees.
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"4, L. Blesele, The Higtory of the German Settlements
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Robert Xleberg says that in 1835 they inclosed a field of
ten acres and planted it In corn and cobtton. Then they
moved as much of thelr furniture as they had use and room
for from Harrlsburg to Cat Spring. In Harrisburg they left
many valuable articles that were burned auring the Texas
#evolution.

The Cirst German settlement in Colorado Gounty was
Frelsburg, which is located a few miles east of the main
branch of Cummins Creek. 7The place was nemed after William
Frels, the first settler there. The setllement did not de-
velop rapldly; a description of the place in 1846 says that
the settlement was rather extended, with great distances
between the different houses., Another degeription, in
1892, says there were a store, a post-office, a blacksmlth
shop, a few houses, and a Catholic Chureh in the settlement.8

Hillheim is in the fertile valley of the Mill Creel,
northeast of Cat Spring in Austin County, and is an off=
gshoot of Cet Spring. The date of the founding ls not cerw
taln, but it was sbout 1845, It dia not‘get its name for
several years. Willism Schrnelider sugpgssted the name of
Kuehlheim, which the Americans pronéunced Hillheim. The
German setilers of the corrmunity were Louls Kiebserg, Hugo
Zapp, . Engelking, Carl Wemmohs, Marcus and Frisz Amsler,

H. Vornkahl, H. Bolton, Ernst Xleberg, Louls Constant,

8g. 1. Biesele, The History of the Cerman Settlements
in Texas, p. 51. _
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W, Meersmann, A. Hagemann, F. Langharmer, E. Kloss, Alexander
Elosg, J+ [ Wilm, Robert Kloss, J. ¥. XKrancher, Rudolph
Goebel, Wilhelm Schneider, Carl Schneider, August and Otto
Goebel, F. Buntzel, Theodore Brosig, B. Sliegert, L. G.
Mastze, Andreas Frledrich Trenckmann, F. Heinecke, Dr, H.
Negel, A. Regenbrecht, and A. Klnewer.? The greater part

of these settlers became farmers; but among them were also
blacksmithe, wheelwrights, carpenters, shoeﬁakers,_tailors,
briclkmasons, a cabinetmsker, a saddler, a tanner, and a
timmer, The Bern and Prairie, exbtending from the Brazos to
the Colerado, was 2 ranch free for catile and horses. 30
some of the settlers were cattle and horse ralsers, and s
few ralsed shesp. Corn bread, bacon, molasses, and coffee,
witli an ocecasional fish and piece of venison, were the prin-
cipal foods of the German piloneers.

Of the German settlements in the lower Brazos-Colorado-
Guadalupe region, Yorktown became the largest and was the
result of & definite plan to ssteblish 2 town. Yorktown
ig in DeWitt County and was 1laid out in 1848. The town was
named for John York, who on April 1, 1848, entered Into an
agreement with Charles Eckhardt, Theodore Miller, C.
DeShutz, and John L. Wueller. York save them a halfl inter-

est iIn his league of land for one dollar in cash, while the

9%, Le Blegele, The History of the Gsrman Ssttlemsnts
in Yexas, p. 54.
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other men were to lay out a town or building lots, blocks
and acre lots. They were to teke care of the expenses for
surveying, mapping, recording, snd advertising. York was
to have each alternate lot, block and acre lot, and the
town was to be called Yorktown.
neyersville was a German settlement in the Coleto
nelghborhocd, and was nemed for Adolph Meyer, who founded
1t Iin 1849. He made a contract with the Society f{or the
Frotectlon of German Immigrants in Texas to gzo to the Hiller
and Fisher grants, but decided to remain In the region of
Victoria Counby. The town grew up in two sectlons sboub
two miles apart on both banks of the Coleto in DeWitt County.
The German settlement of Welcome was started in the
northern part of Auetin County. The earliecst settlers were
Carothers, 5. A. Shelburne, N, Davls, and others; but they
did not give the place 1ts name., It was not until about
1858 that the CGerman settlers moved into the region. The
chilef personsg interested in establishing this settlement
were four Germen schoolteacherst A. Vogelsang, J. F. Schmidt,
D. HE. 3Schelling, and Carl Kruse, Schmidt gave the settle-
ment its neme of Welcowe because the forest, fleld, meadows,
and flowers sgeemed To give the people a friendly welcome.
Several other German settlements were made near the Hasi
Texes Timber Region. These settlements were in Fayette,
Waghington, Austin, Colorado, DeWitt, snd Victoria Counties.

Viectoria County had one German settlement, Washington and
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DeWltt had two each, Coiorado had three, and Austin and
Fayette had six each. All of them grew slowly bubt steadily,
and only Coletoville was sbandoned.l0

The Soclety for.the Frotection of German Immigrabion weas
organized to direct immigration to Texas. The original pur-
pese of the soclely was the purchase of land on which they
were plamlng to settle German Lmmigrants. Prince Victor of
Leiningen and Count Joseph of Boos~Waldeck were sent to Tex-
gs in 1842 to make arrangements for buying the land. They
asked that the soclety's colonists be exempted from taxa-
tion for several years, but the Congreés of Texas refused to
make any change In the colonization law., Count Joseph of
Boos-Waldeck bought a tract of land not far from Industry.
It was in the eastern part just outside the Timber Region.
The cost was seventy~five cents an acre, which amounted to
three thousand, three hundred.and twenty~one dollars.

Through the amended colonization law of the Republic of
Texss, the 3oclety acquired tvio contracts. On Uctober l;
1837, the Congress of Texas passed a law to discontinue
giving lands to immigrants.ll_‘On January 4, 1839, a law
was passed That all free white persgsons who had come to Tex-
as since Octobsr 1, 1837, and who might come to Texss before

January 1, 1840, could have more land. The head of a family

107, 1. Bieseles, The History of the German Settlements
in Texag, pp. 52-65.

Mg, P. N. Germel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1324.
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wasg to recelve gix hundred and forty acres; and a single,
free wihlte man over seventeen years of age was to have

- three Iundred and twenty acres. Those receiving the grants
were to pay the fees of office and surveying and were re-
gqulred to reside and remain in Texas for three vears,l?
Dissatisfactlion arose in 1843 over the colonization law,
and Gongress passed a b11ll for the repeal of all laws in
forece which gave the presldent suthority to grant coloni-
zation contracts.lS The repeel bill was passed over Fres-
ldent Hougton's veto.

Ernegtts deughter wrote a short description of her first
years In Induetry. Her 1ife wasg similer to that of all the
settlers in the German colonles. The first house the fam-
ily built was a little hut covered with straw, which had
six sldes made of moss. The roof was not waterproof, and
the family often held umbrellas over the beds when it rained
at night. The cows would come up to the house and eat the
moss on the sides. The people naturally suffered & great
deai in winter, because there was no adegquate way of build-
ing a fire. MNr. Ernst built a chimney and fireplace out of
logs and clay, but he was afraid to light a fire because
the house could easily burn. - There were no stores at which
to buy new artieles; so whon their shoe supply gave outg,

they had to go barefoot because they did not know how to
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He P No Gammel, Lews of Texas, Vol. II, pp. 35-36,
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make moccasgins. They had no spinming wheel and loom: so
they were also in need of clothing. At first the family
had very little to eabt. The main item of food was corn
bread, but later they raised cowpeas. Ip. Ernst cultivated
an orchard and a garden as soon as he was able. They had
no cooking stove and had to beke their bread in a skillet.
The ripe corn was boiled until it was g0ft, and then grated
and baked. The family lived in their doorless and windowe
legs house for three years.l4 This was the situation in
most of the early German settlements.

Hobert Kleberg, who came %o Texas in 1834, sald he
wished to live under a republican form of goverrment, with
personalQ religlous, and political liberty, free from petty
tyrannies and the disadvantages and eviis of Germany. He
soon had an opportunity to fight for these, and during the
Texas Hevolution the few German settlers fought for their
adopted country and helped to win its independence. It was
e trying time for them to lsave thelr homes to go with Hous-
ton's ammy, and it was worse to rebturn to their homes and
find them in ashes. According to the mister rolls, about
one hundred German ssttlers were actively engaged in the
Texas Hevolution. Most of them Fought with Houston at the

batile of San Jacinto, and a few were massacred at Coliad.

1d¢, von Hinweber, "Life of German Ploneers in Earl
Texas, " Texas Historieal Asscclation wuarterly, II (1809

228229,
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The German settlers were hard workers, and thelyr per-
severance helped them to overcome the discomforts and hard-
ships of frontier 1life. HMost of them were engéged in agri-
culture and stock ralsing. A few of them were engaged In
manufacture and trade and helped in the Industrial develop-
ment of the state. They were especially interested in edu-
cation and religlon, enjoyed musle and dramatic art, and had
their drsmatic, literary, and singing socleties.

Lony of the German settlements preovided elementary
schools for their children. The first ones were founded DY
L. G. Brvendberg and Dr. Johann Anton Fisher al Industry,
Cat Spring, Biegel, La Grange, and Columbus from 1840 to
1844 in comnsction with Protestant congregatlons which
Ervendberg organized. The filrst school in Comfort was or-
genized in 1856 by an American named Glass; and in other
communities where the CGerman element was well represented,
schools were organigzed for the sducation of the children.

In September, 1842, thirty-eight members of Austin
County asked the Texas Congress for the incorporation of
Hermann's University; and on January 8%, 1844, the University
was incorporated and a league of land was donated to 1t by
the Congress of Texas.t® The University was to be locatsd
somewhere betwesen Mill and Cumming Creeks, and was To bs
meneged by a president and Twelve trustees.

In the periods from 1840 Lo 1844, Ervendberg and Dr.

151, p, u. Geormel, Laws of Texas, Vol. IL, pp. 948-850.
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Johann Anton Fisher organized Frotestant congregations in
Industry, Cat Spring, Bilegel, La Grange, and Columbus. At
g synodal meetlng of Uerman ministers at Industry in 1841,
& constitubtlon was mads for the regulation of the different
churchses. |

In general the Germans met thelr discomforts and hore
the burdens of building new homes in Texas wlth American
nionesr spirit. Thelr schools, churches, and societies
helped them feel at home in Texag, and they had a high re-
gard for thelr asdopted state. They led a very éimple life,
and even the richest ones did not enjoy any special comforts
or luxuries. Almost everything they used was elther home-
made or homegrown. The 1life on plantatlions cultivated by
Germans was different from life on plantations cultivated
by sloves.t® The planter and slave owner usually lived a
lif'e of ease and indolence, while on a German farm the own-
ar and every member of the family worked, using the same
ayetem of intensive farming that they used In Germany. In
German settlements and cities, almost all trade and indus-
tries were in the hands of thrifty and skilled Germen me-
chanics and tradesmen, while the Americans were lawyers,
physicians, wholesale merchants, civil enginesrs, bankers
and brokers, land sgents, lumbermen, cotton factors, and

public officlals,

lem. Tiling, The German Element in Texag, p. 128.




CHAPTHER VI

EAST TEXAS--1836 TC 1848

Before the battle of San Jacinto and independence, the
president of Texas had been merely a provisional officer not
elected by the people. In September, 1838, the people were
agked to elect & president, senators, and representatives.
The victory abt San Jacinto made Sam Houston an idol and won
for him the presidency of the Repbulic of Texas. MNiraebeaun
B« Lamar became vice-president. Houston's first act was to
unite the country aend to secure the undivided support of the
people. He selected the ablest men he could find to help
him carry on the work of the govermment. Stephen I, Austin
became Secretary of State and Henry 3mith Secrebary of the
Treasury.l

Volunteer soldiers and immigrants came into Texas in
large numbers during the summer of 1836, and there was &
great deal of excltement and dlsorder which naturally fol-
lows & war. Irmigrants from the United States were attracted
by the promise of land, or by sympathy for a people strug-
gling against despotlism, or by love of adventure. Newcom-
ers lying in wait to begin new schemes, 2nd reckless men
who wers stirring up wild and mutinous movements threatened
the stabllity of the government. All through the swmer and

avtumn of 1838 there were rumors of another Mexlcan inva-

1r. L. Wortham, Hisbory of Texas, Vol. III, p. 275.
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slon., UNew gettlers continued to arrive, and in 1846 the
country between the Red River and the coasgt and between the
Sabine and Nueces Hlvers was sprinkled with Amerilcan farms
end villages.

& general land office was established, and land off'lcers
were appointed in each district.? Land laws were pasgsed bo
preverit fraud, to protect the helpless, to encourage immi-
grants, and to settle clalms that arose because the public
land had been granted by so many different authorities.

Land was to be surveyved Inte sections of six hundred and
forty acres, and the boundary bestween the United States and
Texas was to be settled by commlissioners.

tiearly all of the peopls of Texas wanted thelr inde-
pendence recognlzed and wanted Texas to be a part of the
United States, becauvse most of the gettlers came from the
Union. William il, Wharton, and later Memucan Hunt, was sent
as special commissioner to Washington. A resoluntion declar-
ing Texas to be free and independent and providing for an
agent to Texas was inbtroduced into the United States Senate
on March 1, 1837, and passed by a small majority. The ques-
tion of amnnexation was brought up, but it met with little
favor by the United States goverrment; so Houston instrucﬁed
Angon Jonss, minister to the United States, to withdraw

the proposition of annexation. France recopnized Texss in

©H, P. N, Garmel, Lews of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1278.
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September, 1839, sand fAngland recognized 1t in 1840.9

Yihen the lindependence of Texas was recognized in 1837,
the United States had to make a boundary agreement wilth the
Hepublic. Doth nations egreed to accept the line as siven
in the Adams-Onis Treaty.? Vhen Texas was annexed to the
United States, its leglislature asked to have Congress change
ite eagtern boundary so as to extend the Jurisdlction of
Texas over the west half of 3abine Pass, Sabine Lake, Sabine.
River and to the 32& degree north latitude, Congress passed
an act fixing Cthe eastern boundary of Texag along the mid-
dle of the channel of those walbters already nmmed.

Barly in 1837, rumors were spread that there was an
Intended atiack on the towns of San Augustine and Nacogdoches
by the Mexicang and Indlans. Hvidence was found that a con-
spiracy was being planned, and the 1eaderé were expecting
gld from the Indians and Mexicans of that region. A4 group
of Mexicans in San Augustine County did rebel under the
leadership of Vincente Cordova, Nathaniel Worris, and Cruz.
They started for the Cherokee Natlon and disclalmed thelr
allegiance to Texas. General Husk of HNacogdoclies formed a
group of ciltizens to break up the rebelllon; but the rebels

dispersed without any fighting, and the Indians claimed they

“4. . Rather, "Hecognition of the Hepublic of Texss by
the United States,’ Texas Hisbtorical Associatlon Quarterly,
XIIT (1910}, 253.

40. Ke Wharton, Texeg Under Many Flags, Vol. I,
pp. 115-117.
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had nothing to do with the rebellion. 4 gpeclsal term of
court was held at Sen Augusbtline, and several persons were
tried and convicted of Treasson. Cordova fled from East
lTexas; and slthoush he wag pursued by the rangers, he fi-
nally escaped inbo Iiexico. The rebellion was suppressed,
but 1t heliped to lead To the Cherokee War, for it sesmed
that thie Indians had bsen involved.

Sam Houston was a Cherokee chief by adoption, and he
liked the Indians, for they were his friends and they be-
lleved in him. In February, 1836, Houston had made a treaty
with the Indians in northeast Texas, and the Cherokees were
smong those sribes.® It provided that the Cherolksees should
have and possess the land north of the San Antonio Road be-
tween the 3ablne and the Angelina Rivers. The Indians wsre
to stay in thelr fterriltory and the Texans were not to in-
trude; sc the Indians remalned passive during the Texas Reve
olution. When the Chsrokeecs came to Bast Texasg, they tried
to et land grants from Mexlcoy; but they were only given
permigaion to occupy the land during gcod behavior. It has
been estinmsted thsat the Cherokee and other East Texas tribes
agsociated with them had more than 1,500 warriors and five
tilmes that meany people at the beginning of the Revolutlion.

ihen Lamar became president of the Republic in 1838,

he sent an agent to Tell the Cherokees thal because of their

SG, H. Wharton, Texas Under Many Flags, Vol. I, p. 341.
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repeated crimes agalinst the whites and because of their in-
tfigues wlth the Mexicans In the Cordova rebellion, they
must leave Texas and go back to the territory of the United
States from which they had come twenty years vefore.® The
Indians refused to leave even though they kmew the white
men would tvake thelr lands and drive them out. Thev had no
real title to the land, but Sam Houston had confirmed their
right to the country by treaty; so thevy would not leave
peacefully. The settlers were determined upon the lmmedlate
expulsion of the Cherokees; therefore they organized a force
to fight them. The Cherokees were defeated and moved north,
where they Joined scattered remmnants of thelr once powerful
tribe and located in the Cherokee Nation. So.ﬂast Texas was
left for the whlte settlers.

The settlers were having trouble in Shelby County, which
involved nearly all of East Texas. Shelby County was near
the Neutral Ground, a strip of land twenty miles wide on the
east side of the Sabine River which the American and Mexlecan
governments had agreed to be neutral Serritory. Neither
country exerclsed jurisdiction over the region, and there
was no law in the territory; so desperadoes, outlaws, rob-
bers, and other outcasts of socilety gathersd in the Weutral
Ground. After the American colonization in 1824 and again

after the independence of Texas, some of the desperadoes

5¢. K. Wharton, Texas Under Many Flags, Vol. IT,
De 340,
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crogsed the Sabine and settled in what is now Shelby County,
with a few in Sabine and San Augustine Counties. Tn the new
country the men continued to live their lawless lives. They
were gamblers, land pirates, horse thieves, negro thieves,
counterfeiters, robbers, swindlers, and, in some cases, mir-
derers. They were well organized and carried on their work
in 8helby County while pretending to be good ecltizens. When
the honest people learned of the work being cerried on by
the band, they declded to end their lawless activities.
Charles W. Jackson, a man of evil character and of bad
reputetion, organized a band of men called Hegulatora for
the purpose of suppressing erime. Actually the men were to
protsct him againet the enemy. The men opposing him orgen-
lzed & group called Moderators with Edward Merchant as
leader. The Moderators and the Regulators waged war with
each other, The Regulators took the town of Shelbyville
and made 1t the headguarters for the band, A man named
Moormen beceme leader of the Regulators and ordsred twenty-
five of the leading citizens of Shelby County sxiled or put
to death. The betier class of cibizens determined to rild
the county of these undesirable characters. Additional men
jolned sach side, and men hed to band together for safety.
The people were not safe in their homes. Sam Houston, Pres-
ident of the Hepublic, realized something had tc be done
about the situation in East Texas: so he comwanded all

citizens engaged in the trouble to lay down their arms and
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to go home. He also called out the militia forces of San
Avgustine, Sabine, Rusk, and Nacogdoches Counties and or-
dered %The arrest of the ten leading men of each narty. The
men were arrested and taken to SBan Augustine by order of

the president. Court was held, and a set of resolutions for
peace and ordsr was slgned by members of both parties. Af-
ter ordey and neace were restored, citizens could go back

to their homes and live peacefully.”

When Texas became Independent, the Texas Congress he-
pan £o create and to organlize countiss, Some of These were
entirely withln Uhe Hast Texasg Timber Regilon snd some wers
partly in that section.® The following counties were cre-
ated in 1836.

Jasper County was named for Wllllam Jasper, & hero of
the Amerlcan Kevolution. The boundary line began on the
Sabine River at the northeast corner of Jefferson Counby
and contimued flong its boundary to the Heches River. It
Followed tnls river to old Fort Terran and ran in a direct
line to the mouth of Blg Bear Creeck. 1t followed the creclk
to Jdones' bridge, then went in a direct line to licKims on

to Devil's ferry on the Sabine .Y

6. L. Crocket, Iwo Centuries in Hast Texas, pp.
196-201.

5%, T, Falmore, The History and Geography of Texas as
Told in County Names, Pp. 208-217. J. L. Clark and L. Ve
Newton, Texas: its Bistory and Resources (Map).

YH. P. N. Garmel, Laws of Texans, Vol. I, p. 1397.
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Nacogdoches Conunty recelved its name from one of the
Tezag tribes In the Hasinal Confederacy. [he boundary line
began on the southeast corner of Husk County and went down
the Attoyac Rlver o its junction with the Angelina River
and up thab river to the southern boundary line of Rusk
County. The line then went east to the place of ithe begin-
ning. -0

The large cypress forest through which the Sabine Rive
er flows gave the name Sabine, or cypress, to the river and
to the county which was located along the river, It in-
cluded the berritory west of the Sabine River, soubh of
Shelby, east of San Augustine County, and north of Jasper

that was not a part of snother county.ll

3

In 1756 the Spanish bullt a presidio whieh they called

s

san Augustbine in honor of Saint Augustine. The surrounding
county wag glven the same name, end the boundery line began
at the Shelby county line on the Attovac River and contin-
ued along the line to the county of 8abine. It then ran to
the crossing of the road over the Pollygotch bayou and west
on & line to Mr. Presnall's, then southeast to the road
leading from San Auvgustine to Zavala and along the road to
Jasper. The 1line continued to the Angelina River and hye)

the river to the mouth of the Attoyac and up the west bank

104, P. H. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1400.

11y, ». w. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, n. 1395,
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to the place of beginning.lz

Shelby County was named for Isaac Shelby. The bound-
ary 1ine started at the mouth of the small bayou That emp-
tied into the Bsbine Hiver just below the town of Hamllton
and went up the bayou to the crossing of the road leadling
from Hamilton to 3an Augustine. It followed the road to a
point opposite Buckley's and ran straight, including hils
house snd that of J. Kowe. ;t then went in a direct line
to the road leading to San Augustine one and a half miles
from bradley's to Kerrts ferry on the Attoyac Hiver and
along 1t to the crogsing of Trammel's trall., The line fol-
lowed the trall to the Sabine niver and went up the river
to the Cherokee crossing and on the road to Jonegborough
to the Bilg Cypress bayou. It went from there to Lake Soda
and east Lo the United States and down The Sabine to the
small bayou.ld

Auvstin County recelved 1ts name from Stephen F. Austin.
The boundsry line began on the 3an Benard at the lower line
of Cole's League of Land and ran east with the upper line of
Fort bBend County to the northeagt corner on Bulfalo bayou.
From there it went In a northwardly directlon with the coun-
ty line between Harrisburg and Austin to the head of Spring

Oreel and In a direct 1line Lo Fond Creek, The lins ran to

lzf. P. N. Gammel, Lawg of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1394.
I&H. Fo Ne Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 13280.
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Beason's Creek, crossing the Brazos River, to the mouth of
Goney Creek and up the creek with the line of Washington
County to its source. It continued along this line %o
Harmon Hansley's grant on to David Shelby's grant, then to
Samuel O. Fettls'! and from there in a direct line to the
head of San Benard to the lower line.l4

Bagtrop County was named in honor of Baron de Bastrop,
and the boundary line began at the northwest corner of
Lgaac Uasner's land grant on the dividing line between thig
county and Mllam County. I% went on a direct line to the
lower corner of a league granted to M. Duty and across the
Cﬁlorado Klver on a direct line to where the dividing line
between Bastrop and Gonzales Intersects the road leading
from Nacogdochss to San Antonio.ld

Colorado County was named for the Colorado River and
was at first o municlpality. The boundary began at the
crossing of the lower line of the Municlpality of Austin on
the maln Benard, then went west on the 1line to DeWitt's
colony. It followed the DeWitt colony line to Buckner's
Creek and followed it to the La Bahia road, then went east
along the road to the Middle Ground betwéen Mill Creek and
Cummins Creek. It ran to the main fork of the San Bensard

“and down it to the place of beglnning.l®

141, P. H. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1520.

198, P, N. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 428,

+0H, P. N. Gemmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1034.
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Goliad County's boundary lines were determined by the
Tollowing laws

Beginning on the Coleto creek, on the line of
defuglo district, being the upper line ag run by
#Willlam Richardson, deputy surveyor of Refuglo
county, and running with sald line to the Aransas
river; thence up sald river with the meanders, to
the crosaing of the Mier road; thence N. i. to the
line of Bexar district; thence with said line %o
the San Antonlo river, at the mouth of the Ciboloy
vhence Ne. 15 deg. kast to the Gonzales district
line; thence with saild line South Basterly to the
intergection of the W. W. boundary of DeWitt
county; thence with sald boundary 5. 51 deg. W. to
the W. corner thereof, as esteblished by an act of
the Leglslature in 1848; thence 5. 39 deg. E. with
the 5. wa boundary line of DeWitt county, to a
polnt 3. Bl deg. W, of the S. corner of Gonzales
dlgtriet; thence . 51 deg. E. to the Colslo cresk
and down the same to the beglinning.

fhe town of Conzales, which had received its name from
fHaphael CGonzales, gave the name fto Gonzales County. The
boundary line began on the west bank of the Lavacas River at
the lower cornsr of a.piece of land deeded to Andrew ¥Kent
and continued on a 1line to where the La Bahla road crossed
the Guadsiupe River. It continued in th@ksame direction for
fiftecn miles from the river to a point on the southwsst
corner snd went to the crossing of the road leading from
Gonzales to San Antonlo on the western branch of the Sandies.
It then went to the upper San Antonio road and along it to
the northesast cormér of LeWitt's colony and along its bound-
ary to the Lavaca River,+8

Harris County was first Harrisburg and was changed to

L7, B, w. Goammel, Lawsg of Texag, Vol. III, p. 26.

18y, p. w. Garmel, Laws

9,

f Texas, Vol. I, p. 1384,
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Harris in honor of J. &, Harris. The boundary began at the
entrance of Clear Creck iInto Galveston Bay, running up the
creck with the line of the Municipality of Bragoria, and
along the line to the Brazog Hiver. It followed the river
to the upper line of a league of land granted to Isascs,
and ren along the line to the northeast corner of the
league. It then went north to include the setilements on
Spring Creek to the southern line of the Municipality of
Washington and far enough east to intersect the line divid-
ing the Department of Brazos and Nacogdoeches. It ran along
thet line to Galveston Bay.19

Liberty Counby took i1ts name from the town of Liberty.
Itz boundary began on the Guif of Nexico at the souvthwestern
cornsr of Jefferson County and then went north along its
western boundary to the Bipg Sandy Cf@ék and down it to the
Neches River. It then ran up the river to the southeast
corner of Heouston County and souti slong its southern hound-
ary to the Trinity River. Then it ran across the river in
the same directlon for nine miles in & direct line to the
head of Cedar bayou and down it to the Culf of Nexico.go

A county was nsmed for Benjamin lilam. The western
boundary line ran with the dividing ridge of the waters of
the Brazos and Colorado Hivers from the place where the esst

boundary line of Bexar County struck the ridge to the

195, ¢, w. Gammel, Laws of Texes, Vol. i, . 1022,

“VH, P. N. Gammel, Laws of Texag, Vol. I, p. 1426.
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uppvermost polnt of the cross timbers. It then continued
northeast to the Brazos River.<t
Red River County was named for the river of the same
name. Its boundary began‘at the mouth of the Boig d'Arc,
followed it to the Carter Cliffs aend crossed south to a
place west of the head of the Big Cypress. It continued
east to 1ts head, down to Sodo Lake and east to the United
States béundary line to Ked River back to the beginning,2%
The town snd county of Vietoria were named for Guadalupe
Victoria, the first president of the Republic of Mexico. The
boundary line between Matagorda snd Victoria began on a
league In the Gulf and went in a direct line to the main
channel of the Pass Cavallo. 1t contlnued to the main chan-
nel of La Vaca Bay to the western boundary of Matagords
County.ga
Washington County was named for George Washingbon. It
began at the mouth of Caney Creek and the boundary line went
up the creek to its most northwestern source and went to the
southeast corner of the Harmon liensley land grant. It then
went west on the rldge dividing the waters of Cumming's
Creek and the waters of New Years and Yegua Creeks, then

nortn along the ridge with the eastern boundary of the

2lg, P. N. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1565.

38H. P. W, Germel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1431,

“5H, P. N. Gemmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 566.
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coﬁnties of Fayette and Mina to the 0ld San Antonio road.
It went east slong the rosd to the Navasota River to Caney
Creek.<®

The following countles were created in 1837.

louston County, nemed for Sam Houston, was at first s
part of Nacogdoches County. It included all of Nacogdoches
in the vLoundary beginning on the east bank of the Trinity
Hiver twe leagues above the mouth of Kickapoo Creek, and
went from there in a northeagterly direction to the Neches
at the wmouth of Big Pine Creek. It continued along the
Neches to the thlrty-second degree north latitude, then due
weost to the Trinlty River and down it to the place of %the
beginning on the Urinlty River.e®

Farnin County was named for James Walker‘Fannin. The
boundary line began at the mouth of Bols d'Are Creek on Hed
River and went up the creek to the crossing at the residence
of Carter T. Cliff. It then went south as far as sixty miles
from the beginning con a stralght line, then west to s point
south of tThe head of the upper Washita., From there the line
ran north to Ked River to the place of beglnning, unless sur-
veying should be made vold by the act creating the boundary.<

Fayette County was named for the Marquis de La Fayetie.

LIhe county line began at Grassmeyer's ferry on the Colorado,

24E, P, M. Cemmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1391.

=
BUH. F. N. Gammel, Lawsg of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1330,

tpereeer

“0n, P. N. CGammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. IL, p. 368.
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going in a northeasterly directlion at right angles with the
general course of the Brazos River to the divide between the
waters of the Brazos and the Colorado down the divide to the
southeast corner of the William Burnett grant. The line
then went southwardly, crossing the Colorado Kiver where the
upper 1ine‘of the J+ Duty grant corners upon the river and
following the same course to the Lavaca and to the uosper
corner of the Willlam Fonton grant. It then went up the
Lavaca with the line between Austin's and DeWitt's colo-
nles bto the head of the stream, then in & northeasterly di-
rection to the place of begimning.27

Montgomery County was named for Hichard MNonbtgomery and
included all of Washington County lying east of the Brazos
River and soubheast of the Navasote River.<8

The county of Hobertson wes named In honor of 3terling
C. Hoberison, and the boundary line began at the northwest
corner of Brazos County, goling up the Brazos Hiver twenty-
five hundred varas esbove the northwest corner of a survey
made for John Weleh. It then went north sixty degrees east
to the Hevasota Hiver, and down 1t To the Brazos county
line .9

Only one county in the Eaat Texas Timber Region was

273, P. W. Gemmel, Lows of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1377.
<OH, P, N. Garmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I, p. 1375.

29u, P. W. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. I1I, p. 1368.
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created in 1839, and it was named Harrison in honor of Jonas
Harrison. The boundary line began at the mouth of Murval's
bayou In a direct line to Norris' crossing of the Attoyac
river and contimuing to its source or to the crossing of
Trammells trace. It followed the trace to the Sabine Hiver,
going up the river to the Cherokee crossing and along the
road leading to Jonesborough to the Big Cypress bayou. It
then went down the road to Lake Soda, then east to the United
States boundary line and due south to the Sabine Hiver and
along it to Murval's bayou.d0

Two countieé in this regioﬁ were created in 1840. COne
was named Bowie County for James Bowle. The boundary line
began on the Red Hiver at Shaw's ferry and ran due south to
the southern boundary line of Red River County. It then
went esst to the 1ine between the United States and Texas,
following the line to Hed River and back to Shaw's ferry.ol

Ihe other county was named for Mirabeau B. Lamar, and
the boundary line began at thse mouth of Upper Pine Creek,
with the line golng due south to Blg Cypress and up that
stream to its source. It thenlwent due west to the Fannin
county line and alonz 1t to the Red River, and down the

river to the beginning of the county line,32

Dy, p. . Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 159.
“lg. P. N. Gemwel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 561.

EBH. P. N. Gammel, Lawg of Texas, Vol. II, p. 581,
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fwo other countles in the Hast Texas Timber Region
wvere created in 1841 and in 1843 regpectively. One of
them was named Brazos because of the Brazos River. It is s
trisnsular-shsped piece of land with the Bragzos and the
Havagota Rivers forming two sldes and the northern boundary
delng marked by the old San Antonio road west from the Hav-
asota [iver to a point on the road south of Leander Harl's
place. A straight line follows to the crossing of the
Brazos at old Iort Teroztitlan.oo

The othsr county was named for Thomas J. Rusk,'and the
eastefn.boundary line began at the southwest corner of sald
county as now established., It ran due north to the Sabine
Hiver and followed up'tbe Sabine s already established,o%

Texass crested many counbties in 1846, and the following
are in the Hast Texas Timber Region.

Anderson County was named for Kemneth L. Anderson, and
the boundary line began at Houston lMound in Houston County
about one-half mile north of Nurchlson's prairie. It con-
tinued westwardly by a dirvect line through the old Tonlo
villege on the Werth Elkhart Creek and went to the Trinity
Hiver, It began again at Houston'g Mount, continuing the
direct line eastwardly to the Neeches River, then going up

the river to Lhe northeast corner of John Ferguson's land.

o, . Jobnson, Texag and the Texans, Vol. II, p. 740.

Sy, P, o Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1054,
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It continued a direct line parallel to the first line Lo the
Trinity hiver and down %to intersect the first line.39

Angelinas County recelved its name from the Angelina
River; the boundary line begsn where the Jasper county line
corners on the Angelina River., It went up the river to the
southern boundary line of the Cherokee county llne at ths
lower end of Juan Crulz's Island, then south fifty degress
west with sald line to the HNeches River. The line contin-
ued down the Neches Hiver to the Jasper county iine and
along that line north elighty degrees east to the place of
beginning.56

Cass County was named for General Lewls Cass, and the
boundary line Dbegan in the middle of Big Cypress bayou five
and a helf miles east of where the old line run by Sedawn
dividing the countles of Bowie and Hed River ran into the
bayou. ‘The line then went due north to the Sulphur fork of
the Red River and down the middle of Sulphur fork to the old
United States line, then due south te the middle of Lake
Soda. It continued up the middle of the lake to its head
and vp the Cypress bayou to the mouth of Boggy River.d?

Ghﬁrokee County received its name from the Cherokee

Indlans, and at first it was a part of NHacogdoches County.

SOH, P. W. Gammel, Laws Texas, Vol. II, p. 1326.

%y, B, N. Gommel, Laws

Q' 5 T i
97q, P, H. Gammel, Lawg

Texag, Vol. II, p. 1426,
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Texas, Vol. II, p. 1441.
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The boundary created for the counly began at a point on the
Heches River due west from the southeast corner of the
Neches-3ablne survey end went east to the southeast corner
thereof. It contlmued east to the western boundary of Rusk
County and south along that line ﬁo the scuthwest corner,.
then esst to the Angellns River. It followed the river to
the lower end of Juan Cruz'!s survey of an island in the
Angeline River to a polnt opposite the lower end of the
lgland on the west bank of the river. It then went south
fifty degrecs west to the Neches flver and follewed it north
to the polnt of beglnning,30

Newton County was named for Sergeant John Newton., The
boundary llne between Newton and Jaaper Counties began sat
the southwest corner of survey number one on the southern
line of the Jasper land dlstrict and went northwardly to
the sastern corner of G. B. Brownrigg's labor. It then
went northwardly te the northeast corner of Thomas E. Hen-
inton's survey and continued in a direct line to NeKlnis!
place on the Sabline county line.?

Panola County, nemed for the Indian word “panolo, ™
meaning cotton, began on the boundery line of Loulsgians and
of Harrisgon County two miles south of a polnt east of Hd-

ward Smith's., It then went north to the center channsel of

ﬁgﬁ. Po No Gammel, Lews of Texas, Vol. IX, p. 1368,
“H, P. W Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. III, »n, 1011,

Y
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Ferry Lalke and up that lake to the mouth of the Blg Cypress
bayou. It went up the bayou to fthe crossing of Cherokes
trace, following it southward to the Sabine Hiver and down
1t to a point directly west of the nlace of starting.40

Polk Gounty‘was named for James Knox Polk, and the
boundary vegan on the cast side of the Trinity River at the
moubh of Menard's Creek. It then went esst eighteen miles
and changed to the southern boundary of Houston County,
crossing the road leading ffom Swartwont to Bell's ferry,
two mlles west of Teter Cauble's. Tt wenbt west along the
Hougton county line to the Trinity River, going in the same
direction to the easbern boundary line of Montgomery County,
and changing to o southerily direction aslong that line to =z
point opnosite the place of beginning.él

Smivhh County, named for Ceneral James Smith, was at
firgt a part of Nacocgdoches County. The boundary began at
a pointldue north sixteen miles from Nacogdoches, then went
due east to the Attoyac Creek and due west thirbty miles.
It then ran due north to the Sabine Hiver and down the riv-
er to the crossing of Trammel's trace, golng along 1t south
and then west to where the trace crosses the west boundary
line of J. Adam's league. It then ran to the Attoyac River

and down 1t to the Attoyac Creek,%2

40H, P, ¥. Cammel, Laws Texas, Vol. II, p. 617,

41y, P. ¥. Cormel, Laws Vol. II, p. 1335,
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425, P, H. Commel, Lews Yoxas, Vol. II, p. 759.
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Titus County was named for A. J. Titus. The boundary
began at the southeast cormer of Hopkins Counby, golng north
to the middle of the Big Sulphur fork of Hed River and down
the middle of the stream to a point filve and cone-half miles
below wnere the western boundary line of Bowie County crosses
the same. It then went gouth to Cypress and up the stream
to the mouth of the dry fork of the same, then up it to 2
point due east of the begimning point and on to the southe-
sast corner of Hopkins County.43

Tvler County was nemed for John Tyler, and the boundary
line began on the west side of the Neches Rlver where the
Houston county line meets it., It went west along thils line
to the line esteblished as the western boundary of Polk
County sand in & southerly directlon along the line twenty-
five miles. It then went south to Village Creek and down
the creek with the line of Jefferson County to the Neches
River and up the river to the place of beginning.%%

Upshur County was named for Abel P. Upshur. The bound-
ary line began at the southeast corner of George Martin's
survey and the north corner of K. M. Watkin's survey on Big
Cypress bayou. IU then went south to the Sablne Hiver and
up the river to a point one mile sbove Harrig! Creek in

Nacogdoches County. The line then went north to the dry

43y, P, N. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1504.

44y, p. W. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1348.
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fork of Big Cypress and with the dry fork and Big Cypress

L

to the place of beglnning.40

Walker County was named in honor of RKobert John Walker.
The boundary began in the middle of the Trinity Hiver at
Robbinsg'! ferry and went along the San Antonlo road to.the
northwest corner of the L. &, Clipper survey. It then fol-
lowed a straight line to the northwest corner of a survey
made for James H, Collard and going siralght to = polnt on
the San Jacinte River three miles below the mouth of Hast
Sendy Creek straipght with the general course of the San
dJacinto. It ran due east to the west boundary line of Pollk
County, following it to itg northwest corner and along the
north boundary to the middle of the Trinity River,46

Burleson County wasg named for Colonel Burleson. The
boundary line began on the Brazos River at Uhe noritheast
corney of M. L, Davis!'! survey below Tashville and followed
soutih slxty degrees weslt Lo the eastern boundary of Bastrop
County. It continued along that line in a soubtheasterly
direction to the old San Antonlo road and along 1t in a
novtheasterly directlon to the soubh branch of the Yegua,
following it To its junction with the Yeguae. The line fol-

lowed the Yegusa to the Brazos River.%7

493, r. H. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, v. 1445.

40y,

. He Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 53,

75, P. W. Gemmel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 708.




130

Caldwell County, named for lMatthew Caldwell, began its
boundary 1ine 2t the mouth of Plum Creelk on the San Warcos
Hiver and conbinued 1t north forty-five degrees east to the
southwast boundary of Bastrop County. The line ran from
there north fortv-five degrees west along the bhoundary until
it reachied the 3an Antonio road and Travls line; then 1t
went in a southwesbterly direction on the road %o the San
Marcos Hiver, following 1t to Flum Creek.48

Cooke County was named for W. G. Cooks, and the bound-
ary line'began on the Red Rlver at the northwest corner of
Grayson Gounty, then golng south to Denton County. On the
west 1t went to the northwest corner of Denton County and
then south thirty miles to the southwest cormer of the same
county, It went west sixty miles and north to Hed River.49

Benton County, named for John 3. Denton, began at the
southwest corner of Collin County. The county line then
went west bthirty nlles, north thirty miles, east thirty
miles, and south thirty riles.20

DeWitt Counby was named for Oreen Dellltt, and the
boundary line began at the lower corner of The Jesze MeCoy
grant on the northeast banlk of the Guadalupe River, then

going north fifty-one degrees east. It then went south

48y, p, 1. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. III, p. 54.
49 .

He Po Ho Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. III, p. 183,
00, - of

o Po No Gawmel, Laws dlexas, Vol. II, p. 13863.
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thirty-nine degrees east and south fifty-one degrees, The
line ran west to the Intersectlon of the Coleto Creek and
up it to the intersection thereof by the district lines of
Gonzales, then south fifty-one degrees west. 1t continued
west elghty~two thousand varas {rom the northeast boundary
line of Gonzales and north thirty-nine degrees west Tto the
intersgection of a line rumning south [ifty-one degrees from
the Jegse Mceloy grant and north fifty-one degrees east to
the beginning.5l

Limeatone County received its name because of the sbil
formation. The boundary commenced at the mouth of Aquilla
Creek wvhere 1t emptles into the Brazos Rliver, then went
north elghty-one degrees east until 1t intersected the pres-
ent boundary line of the county near fthe Tehaucans hills.
1t continusd north sixby degrees east along the line to the
Trinity River.o®

Graysén County was named for Pebter W. Grayson, and the
boundery began on the Red River at the mouth of Choctaw
bayou, going south twenty-two miles. It then went west
twenty~five miles to the eastern boundary of Denton County
and north one and a half mileg to the northeast corner of
Denton County. From there it went six and a half miles

3 o 5.2 3
west and then north to the Red River.od

He Po K, Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. III, p. 40.

“H. P. W, Garmel, Lews of Texas, Vol. I1I, p. 207.

SSH, F. N. Geymel, Laws of Texas, Vol. ITL, pa. O
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Grimes County wes named for Jesse Grimes. The boundary
line began at the soubhwest corner of Walker County in a
southwardly directlon to the northeast corner of a league
of land granted to W. Montgomery and going to the southeast
corner due south to the Harris county line. It followed the
county line to the head of Spring Creek and from it to Pond
Creelkr, then in =z stralght line to the mouth of Beason's
Creek on the Bragos River. 1t went up This stream to the
mouth of the Havasota and up it to the crogsing of the San
Antonio roazd, followling 1t to the northwestern boundary line
of Walker County. #From there it followed the line tc the
place of beginﬂing.54

Guadalupe County was named for the CGuadalupe River, and
the bLoundary was determined by the following law:

Beginning at the mouth of Nash's Creelk, where
the same empties into the fGuadalupe river in CGon-
zaleg county; running thence, north ten degrees
east, elphteen miles; thence, a true line to & point
on ths road leading from San Antonlo de Bexar to
Nacogdochses, six miles eastwardly of the river San
Warcog; thence, due west, to the Rio Blanco; thence
up the Rio Blanco, with ite meanders, to its source,
thence a true line, %to the Pinta Crossing of the
Guadalupe river; thence down the Guadalupe, to a
point from which a line running south 45% west will
gstrike the Clbolo at the crossing of the San An-
tonlo and Hacogdoches road; thence down the Clbolo,
wlth 1ts meanders, to the road leading from Gon-
zales to San Antonio; thence, with sald rosd, to a
polnt due south of the place of beglnning: thence
a true line, due north to the place of beginning.b

Henderson County was named for James Pinckney Henderson,

QQH. P. M. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1356.

.
“SH. P. W. Commel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, pp. 750-751.
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the first governor of the state of Texas. The boundary
ling Legan at a point on the Trinlty River eight miles on a
due course below where 2 line running due gouth from the
northeast corner of Dallas County meets the river, and went
north forty-five degrees east to a point due east to the
southeast corner of Dailas County. It then ran east to g
polnt forty-three miles east of the corner of Dallas County
and south to the north boundary line of Anderson Gounty,
then going west along that line to the Urinity River, fol-
lowing 1t to the beginning.56

Hopkins County was nemed for the niloneer Hopking fam-
ily. The boundary began at the southwest corner of Lamar
County on the line of Fannin County and went soush thirty
mlles, then east to a point due soubth of the east boundeary
line of Lemar County. It went north thirty miles and then
west wlth the southern boundary of Lamar County to the place
of baginnimg.57

Hunt County was named iIn honor of General MNemucan Munt
and was created from territories of Fannin and Nacogdoches
Countles. 7The boundary began at the southwest corner of
Lamar County, and went south thirtymeight and one-half mlles,
then west twenty-five miles., From there 1t ran novth to the
southeast corner of Collin Counbty, following its eastern

boundary to the southern boundary line of Famnin County and

S6y, P, No Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. III, p. 88,

STH. P. . Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, p. 1330.
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then eighty degrees east 4o the beginning,°8
Lavaca County wes named for the two Spanish words "la

® and the boundary begen 7,300 varas north, fifty-

and "vaca,
one degrees east from the lower corner of the Jesse NcCoy
grant on the east bank of the Guadalupe RHiver. It ran north
to the socuthwest corner of D. Burkst's survey in Gonzaleg
County, and then north eighty-one degress east to a polnt
on the main fork of the Sast Navided River, following it to
the northwest corner of A. W. Breedlove's survey on the east
bank of the river. IU followed the north line of 3reedlove'sg
survey sast 4,600 varas toc a point on the line running south
thirty-nine degrees east, 40,700 varas and then south fifty-
one degreeg west to a point thirty-nine degrees east of the
nlace of beginning.59

Leon County was named for Martin de Leon. The bound~
ary began on the west bank of the Trinity River where the
3an Antonio road crosses 1T, and went up the west banlk of
the river to the northeast corner of fhe A. W. Cooke survey
and the soutneast corner of the D. s Brown survey. It
then ran south gixty-one and z hall degrees west to the
Havasobta Hiver, golng along the east bank of the river to
the point where the 3en Anlonlo road crogses 1t. It fol-

lowed the road to the place of beginning.®0

58H, ¥, N. Gamnel, Laws of Texas, Vol. II, m. 1364.
O9H. P. M. Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol. LI, p. 1355,
60

He Po W, Gammel, Laws of Texas, Vol IL, p. 1314.
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Wavarro County was nemed for Juan Anbtonlo Navarro, the
land commissioner for DeWiltt's colony in 1831. The boundary
line began on the east bank of the DBrazos Liver at the north-
west corner of Limesbone County and followed the line to the
Prinity Hiver. It followed the river to the line of Dallas
County, then went west to the corner and north with the
Dallas county line to the old southern boundary of Fennin
County. ‘fhe line then went west to the Brazos River and
down it to the place of beginning,6l

Three counties of the Hast Texas Reglon were created
in 1848. They wewe Van Zandt, Keufmen, and Willllamson.

Kaufmen County was named in honor of David 3. Kaufman.
The boundary llne began on the northeast corner of Dallas
County and went socuth to the Trinity River, Iollowling it
for elght miles from the first corner of the river., It
then went north forty-five degrecs to a polint due east of
the southeast corner of Dallas County and then due east
thirty-gix and a half wlles east of the sald corner of Dal-
lag County. 41t went north to the south boundary line of
Hunt County, following it to the southwest corner, and then
due north to the scutheast corner of Collin County. It
followed the Collin county line west to Dallas County.S82

Van Zandt County was named In honor of Isaac Van Zandt,

6ly, P. N, Gammel, Laws
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The county included all ferritory that had been in the
county of Henderson which, at the time of creating the new
county, was not within the 1imits of the counties of Kauf-
man and Henderson.5d

¥illiamson County wag named for Robert W. Willlemson,
and the boundary line began on the dividing waters of The
Colorado and Brazos Rivers at the southeast corner of Lhe
Fogt Oalr Island survey. It then went north seventy-one‘dem

A

grecs east, elpht miles, and norbth ninelteen legrees weast,

0

twenty miles, It ran north sixbty-five degrees weslt to the
dividing ridge between the DRrazos and Colorade Rlvers, then
down the ridge to the place of beglnming, 54

Saveral countles of the Hast Texas Timber Heglon were
created after 1848, They ares Camp, Franklin, Gregg, Hardin,
Hadlson, ¥arion, Morris, Rains, San Jaclinbto, Trinity, Wood,
Bee, Tarrent, Freestone, Hill, Johnson, Lee, Waller, and ¥Fslls
Countles.

since most of the settlers were from the United States,
they wanted to become a part of the Union. Just alter Tex-
08 became independent, President Jackson refused annexation
becauge many of the states were opnomed To slavery and be-
cause he Adid not wanbt to becuome involved 1n a war with Mexli-
co. Hexico still clalmed Texas. The United 3tates éecided,

in 1845, to annex Texas as a state even though 1t might mean

6317, p, 1. Commel, Laws of Texas, Vol. III, p. 149.

84y, p, W. Gammel, Lawg of Texes, Vol. III, p. 76.
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war with Mexico. Texas sccepted the proposal to be admitted
ag a state; so delegates met at Washington-on-the-Brazog
and farmed a state constitution,®®

With the annexation of Texas, Tthe Mexicans became hos-
tile. The Nexican suthoritlies were alrsady angry because
the American govermment had been Insisting that claims of
Americen citizens must be pald. A third dispute arcsas over
the boundary between the Unlted States and lexico. General
Zachary Taylor moved an American army toward the Rio Grande
on larch 9, 1846, the better to establish the clalms of the
United 3tates to the territory between the Hueces and the
Rio Grande Rivers., The movement of Taylor's army caused
fighting between the Americans and the lexlicans, and war was
declared. Covernor James Plnckney Henderson led the Texas
troops in the war and served under General Taylor. He led
hls men with courage and ebility throughout the campaign.

East Yexas sent soldiers to the war between the United
States and Mexico. Captaln Cbis M, Wheeler and Lieutenent
Joseph 3aker led a company of volunteers Irom San Augustlne,
Two compenies formed In Shelby County, one group belng come-
pesed of former Koderators asnd the other belng formsd of
regulators. They fought side by side for a common cause
and forgot about thelr Troubles at home. AL the close of

the war, a public dinner was given to the returned soldisrs

635, L. Wortham, & History of Texas, Vol. IV, p. 207.
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and all were Invited.

During the time Texas was a republic, 1ts natural re-
sources became apparent and wealth«began‘to increase. In
18386, the total Anglo-American population of Texes wasg less
than three thousand; in 1847 the white populetion was one
hndred thousand. Iin this great siream of irmigration that
flowed into Texas during this period, a few came who had
committed some crime. ‘There were not enough of these to
determine the character of any glven locallty, but many
jokesg and storles were told aboub them. The reputation of
‘the sbate suffered, but Texss contlnued in progress and
prosperity.

For many years sdventurers from Spain and France had
explored Texas. La 3alle had attempted a settlement for
France and had falled. For about Tifty years Spain had trled
to civilize and Chrigtlanize the Indians in Zast Texas. Mi-
nally the'Spanish government had abolished the missions and
presidios. ﬁﬁ?ing the followlng fif{ty years, very 1little
had been done toward colonization in Texas.

In 1821, Texas wag an almost uninhsbited country, with
the exception of savage Indlans. The Anglo-Americang came
end cnanged 1t into a great state. The East Texasg Timber
Reglon has been the gateway through which most of the sgetbt-
tlers came to Texas. The settlers who stopped there did

their part in establishing the present state of Texas. They
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endured many hardsihips so that others coming later could
have homeg and opportunities in this land.

Without money, without books and magazines and many of
the things we have today, they bullded a state. Forced by
their desire for equal righte and by their dread of btyramny,
they stood agalnst the offenszes of an organized government
and won freedom. The East Texans dild their part in helping
to win freedom Irom Mexico so they could lay a foundabion
for American clvilization there.

The annexation of Texas led to the war between the
United States and Yexico, which resulted In great wealth
and. opportunitlies for the American nation. The United
States, for 15,000,000, obtalned the vast and wealthy ares
of land extending from the Gila River on the south to the
forty-second parallel on the north znd from the Rio Grande

on the eagt to the Pacific Ocean on the west.
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