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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Leigure and Human Hsppiness - there is & gignifi.
cant and more than casuesl relationship between thege
two. It is only with lelsure that we are able to
meagure in any human terms at all the value of living.

The {training of youth and adults alike for cone
structive use of thelr gpare time is surely one eof the
major objectives of modern edfaation. Recreation and
education are parallel needs.

A study of literature shows that the capacity of indi-
viduals to properly use leisure time has not kept pace with
the increasing amount of leisure time. Leigure time and its
use can be adapted to so many things. Commercial methods of
spending leispure time were first used, Leisure time activi-
ties of little value, and sometimes of great detriment, were
made attractive by advertising. Phe following statement is
found in the Nineteenth Yearbook of the American Asgociation
of School Administrators:

Just as youth has been faced with enforced idleness,
80 the unemployed and the family whose members, while
working, are now enjoying more free time and leigure
than ever before, are faced with the same necegslty of
finding something to do in their free time. If the
adults and ehildren seek all mammer of distractions and
entertainments that are at beat trivial and at the worast
demoralizing, it is not helpful to seold them and deplore

the uase that fami%ies are making of this sudden new free
time and leisure.

larthur N. Pack, The Challenge ef Leisure, p. 108,

ZBducation for Pamily Life, Nineteenth Yesrbook of the
American Asgoclabion OF thonl ﬁdminiatrators, Ps 528,

1




The éducationsl taask is to give adolescents and adults
some awareness of the many and varied resources for richer
living that are so often provided in the communities, but
which are unused because people have never had any introduce
tion to the agencies or activities or any help or guidance
in using them.

Preparing for the use of leisure, in & wise menner, is
8 challengs to the schools of the nation. .ﬁt is one of the
great tasks yet to be accomplished, The use of such leisure
time, in & wise manner, will lead to a richness and joy of

living.

Definition of Terms
In the past, leisure was identified with trivial idle-
nesa. Now it 1s generally known as those periods of freedom
afforded by exemption from occupation or business., A betﬁer
definition is, "that time, when an individual is free from

employment, atudy, and performance of mandatory duties."d

Statement of the Problem
This is a study of the ways inm which the boys'and girls
of Waxshachie Public Schools spend their leisure time.

Purpogse of the Study
The study will attempt to show how the boys and girls
of Waxahachie spend their leisure time. It will slso

. 3Webater's New International Dictionary, Second Edition,
P 414, . ‘ .




indicate the need for more direction in ihe proper use of
leisure time. JFurthermore, it will show that much should
be dene by the adults of Waxshachie to help these boys and
girls live a fuller, happier life, and prepare healthy minds

and bodies to carry on life in a democratic gociety.

Need‘for the Study

The need for the study eame from the reaslization of the
fact that the homes, the schools, the churches, and the come
munity of Wexahachie are not adequately providing for the
wigse uge of the ieisure time of its boys and girle. Adults
are slow to reslize that leisure time has fast increased.
It has increased beyond their ability to guide its proper
use, Youth is discugsed, but little is done to help 1%,

Method of Procedure

The queaflonnaire method was used to ecollect data. The
questionnaires were 1lssued to a oross section of the children
of Waxahachie,

Another method uged was the actual checking on the ree
pults of misused leisure time. Visits were made to the City
Librarian, the Scout Executives, the Optimist Club members,
the school administrators, snd fathers and mothers, in an

effort to gain information that would be of interest.

Treatment of Data

The data were tabulated and presented under the following

divisions:




Chapter I presenta the definition of terms, the state
ment of the problem, the purpose of the study, the need fer
the study, the method of procedure and the treatment of dats.

Chapter II prepents the beginning of the City of Waxa-
hachle, and its past and present relation to the leisure time
of its boys and girls.

In Chapter III is found & discussion of the way the
moviea sre uged by the boys and girls of Waxahachie.

Chapter IV gives a study of the use of the radio énﬁ
its relation to the boys and girls of Waxahachie,

Chapter V diseusses the interest of fthe boys and girls
of Waxshachie in reading.

Chapter VI presents the school activities of the boys
and girls of Waxshachie.

Chapter VII tells of the interest of the community in
the recreation of the boys and girls of Waxahachie,

Chapter VIII includes the summary and gives conclugions

and recommendations.




CHAPTER II *

THE BEGINNING OF THE CITY OF WAXAHACHIE; ITS PAST
AND PRESENT RELATION T0 THE LEISURE TIME
OF IT8 BOYS AND GIRIS

| From the birth of the human faee, the sons and daughters
of men have shown & preference for each other's soeiaty; and
developed s tendency not only to gd In pairs, dut to congre-
gate in numbers., At first this was for ﬁretectien rather
than for social ressons. 4s pecple became more enlightened
and civilization advanced, the social inclination grew
stronger, and a8 a result towns and cities were built., %he
Ploneers understocd all of this and, both for protection and
other reasons, laid out towne and buili up villages. This
human tendency on their part is illustrated by the erganiza-
tion of Waxshachie, Texas. At the time of the beginning
of this town there were barely one hundred people in Ellis
County.

Wexahachie, the county seat of Ellis County, received
its name from the creek which passes through a portion of
the town, and in Indian tongue means "cow creek.”

Among the many things that the pioneers did not have,
that modern society has, was leisure time. Practically

every waking hour was spent by everyone in some kind of work.




The children, born inteo the homes of that period, were,
unlike children of today, born inside the "work home of
humarity." They rolled out of their credles into & society
organized to make use of them at any age, as industrial so-
¢isety cannot make uge of youth. Eheir first uncertain child
stepe took them direetly into an organie relatfionship with
creative, congtructive production énd distribution. In
pioneser times the 1little boy just able ﬁo walk could carry
his small bagket out to the dooryard where the men were
chopping, eplitting, and sawing wood, and could pick up
ohips to help fill his mother's kindling box. This wes not
an imitative play such as tg now providéd in nurséry'aehools;
it was a genuinely ugeful contribution to the family needs.
The little girl, far too young to undertake the vital work
of spinning thread or weaving, could ge out to help her
mother gather pian%aﬁneeded to dye the thread when spun. ©f
course, nature walks w;th a good teacher are a far better
medium for learning bofany, but they lack the authentic cone-
nection with usefulness which tied the 1little ploneer girl
in with needed productive work asg she gathere§ sagsafras leaves.

Even so, as early as 1880 the people of the little vil-
lagea of Waxshachie gought to use their small amount of
leisure time in a beneficial way. In that year & meecting was

held for the purpose of organizing a literary society, and

1Dorothy Canfield Fisher, "What the Situation of Youth
Wag," Our Young Folks, (1943), p. 9.




procuring a reading room in Wexahachie., Sixty people joined
this organization. Soﬁe months later another society was

organized. About thils time the new Opera House'was formelly
opened, Churches of every denomination were being orgamized;

Today Waxahachie is a town of appreximately fifteen
thousand 1nhabitants.

In contrast %o the boy and girl of yesterday, the boy and
girl of today, because of so many labor-saving devices, wake
up each day to many hours of leisure time,

To face and recognize the exiastence of this free time,
and to assume the responsibliity for its proper use, are
anong the mogt vital lessona that modern young people need
to learn for their own good and for the good of society.
Praetieally no attention is paid to the subject in the edu~
cation that is given to them. The change came so sudﬁenlj
that grown people are still staring, pretending 1% is not
there and refusing to admit its importasnce because they do
not know what to do with it.

| ¥odern educators are striving to prepare the youth of
today for one thing~-to do work that will bring in enough
money to pay billé. They make little effort to prepare boys
and girls for the certainty of many hours of free time in hig
or her day, the use of which will largely determine the
quality and quantity of the satisfaction of their lives as
adults. Essential to their happiness and usefulness is to
learn how to protect that leisure itime from triviai waste,

and how to use it to make for a happier, richer life.




Waxahachie has taken this into consideration to just
about the same degree as most other towns havse.

It ia the purpose of this thesis to list the leisure
time activities available to boys and girls in Wexahachie;
to show how these zectivities are used; and to determine in
gome measure their value, their advantages and their dig-
asdvantages. From this study the activities that are needed
will be determined. In establishing these faets informa-
tion gained from private interviews and questionnaires will
be uged.

For & study of the use of leisure time, in Waxahachie,
cne hundred nine boys and girls from the publie achoals were
chosen. Table 1 shows the age-grade digtribution of the
boys and girls that were used.

There were sighteen boys in the seventh grade, four of
vhom were twelve years of age, eight of whom were thirteen
years of age, three were fourteen years of age, and three
were fifteen years of age. The eighth grade contained
seventeen boys. Eight of these boys were thirteen years of
age, eight of them were fourteen years of age, and one was
fifteen years of age. The twelfth grade contained fifteen
boys. Nine of them were sixteen years of age, two were
eighteen years of age and one was twenty-one yearé of age.
The itotal number of boys in the three gradea studied was fifty,

There were twenty-one seventh-grade girls that were

used in the study. BEleven of them were twelve years of age,




TABLE 1

THE AGE~GRADE DISTRIBUTION OF BOYS AND GIRLS, OF
WAXAHACHIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, USED IN THIS STUDY

Grade Plgcement
age _ —

7th - 8th ' 12%th
lzoontoooo.u. . 15 L3N ] . [ ¥ 3
lsouo-o-.coco 17 19 . e
14'.’....‘..‘ 4 14 L ]
1_.5--0‘-'0.--- & 1 .e
15....-...... L) ;q : 16
l?sacnpnn.aot . . . 15
la...nuvooaso. 'Y '] 4,
lgouucconn'on e [ L
20-:.ooon-toi .. ] L)
21-:.0:-.--';0 LN LS 1

nine were thirteen years of age, and'ena wags fourteen years
of age. In the eighth grade seventeen girls were used.,
Eleven of them were thirteen years of sge, and 8ix were
fourteen years of age. O0f the twenty-one twelfih-gzrade
girla that were included, seven were sixteen years of age,
twelve were seventeen years of age, and two were eighteen

years of age.

TRy




CHAPTER III

THE USE OF THE MOVIES BY BOYS AND
GIRLS OF WAXAHACHIE
For the purpose of making and influencing publie
opinion and thought, the motion picture in its present
stage 1s the most powerful influence now known, and as
ita pomer %o Infiuence the publie miii tesvesserd T’

"Pformy: Let's go to the show."

"What's ghowing?®"®

"I don't know and don't care, let's g0 "

?hia is typleal of the canveréation between two chil-
dren of this day. They do gm. and take what comes.

The movies are a kind of Pied Piper, with marvelous
¢lothes and beautiful tunes which are.irreaiétibly,alluring
to the youth of the present age. They na#e become & super-
imposed system of education for the young. Qhé éld eatab-
11shed socizal institutions, such as the acheoi and the chureh,
even the home, cznnot compete with the movies in attrsetionm
or appesal. | |

0f course all movies are not had, neither are the ef~
fects of all movies bad, Many are of the very highest tyve,
and should be a source of pride to the industry snd a great
boon to the publie.

lﬂanry James Forman, Our Mqvie Made Children, p. 1,

10
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The movies in education have scarcely begun. It is
gtated By educational authorities that where the moving pic-
ture, of the talking variety, supplementa thé textbooks in
class that the knowledge qf the pupil increases twenty to
forty per cent. Children have been found to retain an aver-
age of peventy per cent of what an intelligentxadult would
carry away from a dramat;e film. This vigually attained
knowledge carries with it an expansive quality, so that in
- many casea after a lapse of months tha-ehil&fen actually
remember more than they rmmambereé directly éfter'aéeing‘the'

picture, It goes without saying that it behﬂevea paxenta to
know what their children are seeing. '

0f course the movie is primarily an agéney for amuse-
ment, but it is no less important as an inflaenco_in shaping
attitudes and socisl values. |

Movies have prepaganda'value, they can ehange the mental
attitudes of children, and affect ﬁhe social patterns cf.
young pecple., If this is true, they are a powerful educa~
tional influence, and wili do harm as well as good,

Movies afféet aleep and emotions. Therefore, the
¢hild's health. both mental and physical, will bYe either ma&e
 better or worse. |

In these introductory paragraphs an attempt has been
made to show how far reaching are the effects of "just going
t0 the movieg."

One hundred f£ifteen million people in the United States

g0 to the show every week.
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Table 2 indicstes how the children of Waxahechie atiend

the movies.

TABLE 2

THE NUMBER OF TIMES THAT THE 159 BOYS AND GIRLS OF
WAXAHACHIE, USED IN PHIS STUDY, ATTEND THE SHOW

Rumber of Times Abtended Show Boys | Girls
Neve‘r......-“...........-..-..........-... 1 0
6&0&3101&&11?.“-'-........u.....”..-..'.... 1 8
Onﬁe&mnth...-...........-............... 3 0 '
Once&weﬁk.--....n....................... 16 15
T‘Wice3Week..--.n.................-....'u 25 25
Three QI‘mOI‘B timeﬁaWOQko..--.......-.... 5 6
pid nﬁt &n&wer........“-..-‘............... ' 0 5

0f the fifty boys studies, oné répofted that he néver
attended a show, one reported that hé went occasionally,
three boys said they went once a month, sixteen boys said
they want once a week, twenty-six said they attended a ghow.
twice a week, and three Yoys said they'attended shows three
or more times a week.

From these facts it is seen that the boys of Waxahachie
attend the shows very fregquently.

0f the fifty-nine girls studied, none reported that they
never attended a show, eight girls said they nenf occasion~
ally, there were none who reported that they went once a
month, fifteen girls said they went to a show once a week,
slx sald they went to a show three or more times a week, and

five girls did not answer the question.
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Phis table also ehows that the girls of Waxahachie
regularly atiend the pieture shows.

1t is agreed, then, that movie attendance is & wide-
spread sctivitly of children and young pecple all over the
country and in Waxahachie. It, then, is very certain that
movies color behavior patterna.

Since it is agreed that children do go to the movies,
a stu&y of the shows attended has Beeh.m&de by Edgar Dale,
who clagsified fifteen hundred movies and their contenta.®
He took five hundred pictures. These included feature pice
tures produced by leading compenies. He found that out of
the five hundred picturea‘eighty-tuo per cent dealt with the
three major themes of crime, sex, and love, 'Dr;nking in
the movies 1s & subject of great discussion., The Woman's
Christian Temperance Union, the Woman's Divisien of Ghristian
Service of the Methodist Church, and the Federsl Grand Jury
have recommended tﬁax drinking scenses be partly or totally
eliminated from the moviem. They bage their arguments on
the faet that social approval seems to go with the movies.

In the movies children too often see such professions
as that of law, Journalism and the Miniatry made subjects of
scorn. Teachers and college professors are painted in s
mogt uninteresting fashion. The effect of these things on
the youth is, of course, bad. 1t drivea them away from a

desire te enter these fields of service.

21vid., p. 29.
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The home and marrisge are undermined, Divorce is the
commonplace thing.

Racial prejudice is often a direct result of a movie.

Villains and dishonest people are made heroés. Nost
of them are wealthy.v The jJoys of this wealth, and the dis-
honesty of the methods of attaining it, are cleérly ghown.

In this study an attempt wag made to determine the types
of ghows that the boys and girls enjoy.

“Gena‘with the Wind"™ got the majority of the votes from
the girls. Scarlet O'Hara, her infidelity, her ugly dis-
position, and her desire for male atiention, were sll por-
trayed in such beautiful settings that she became a heroine
to the girla, Next in their choice was "Apartment for
Peggy." This was an interesting love story, but was cer-
tainly not a ghow for young boys and girls to see.

The boys of Waxahachie liked "Fighting Squadron,"”
"Frankenstein,"” and "The Beat Yeara of Qur Lives."

These boys saw such shows as "Frankenstein." They saw
this horrible monster. A girl's agonizing seream filled the
air. The monster had her and all was over. The boys went
home. They could not sleep. 4 secientific check shows that
by meana of instruments attached to the beds of children it
was found that following such & movie the rest periods of
children were so broken and sc far apasrt that they would
have been better off if they had been up andl dressed.

Thirty-eight per cent of the girls in & home for
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delinquents gave this succession of gteps in their careers:
wild parties, patterned after parties seen in the movies:
gexual delinquency; running away from home; and last the
reform school or a home for delinguents.

Facts must be faced and they are grave. 0Once the pude
l1ic, the mothers and fathers face this issue, something will
be done.

Movies can and should be a force for good. A European
proverd atates that from the same timber may be hewn either
& ¢ross or a shovel. It is the use that is made of a great

invention that determines its service to the world,




CHAPTER IV
RADIC AND THE BOYS AND GIRLS OF WAXAHACHIE

"Radio is an art, and it is also an industry. Radio is
algo a public trust. We have & right to expect radio to
teke children serioualy."l

Redio attracts children in a way that is very good, yet
may be slarming, It is a difficult thing for parents to
mangage. It cannot be eonfined Yo & particular listener--it
reaches everyone within earshot, young and old, sensitive and
robust, those who are willing to listen and those who are not.
It demands ne effort. Parents complain that children sit
for hours letting the sound waves pour into their ears and
even try to study while listening to their favorite programs.

Children's radlo programs have developed in many direc-
tions. Improved skills snd techniques havé raised the lavel‘
of performance. Today children can turn the dials to a wide
variety of programs of especial interest to children. These
include quiz shows, Bible stories, music, natuie programs,
and fairy tales. Often times these programs are on local
gtations, however, and are overshadowed by major networks.

In radic listening, ehildren's tastes differ. Some boys

ljogette Frank, Comics, Radio, Movieg--and Children
Public Affsirs Pampﬁlai ﬂbs'llﬁ, p: 2z. ' '
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and girls like the "chillers and thrillers."™ Some, on the
other hand, prefer mugic, comedy or gquiz programs. There
can be no doubt, however, that the mejority of children
prefer the "blood and thunder" adventures, 4 recent offer
of an "atomic ring” on one sdventure gerial--in return, of
course, for the ususl box top--brought three and & half
million responses.

These programs are not all alike as one might suppose.
Some are poor in form, others sre imaginative'and gincere,
with an authentic background. Some gtress attitudes on
soclial problems. "Terry and the Pirates" is one of these.
It helps to build ties of sympathy and undergtanding between
the people of Americs and those of the Orient. In "Super-
man™ the minority groups of our country are championed. 1In
"fhe Lone Ranger" children receive a good idea of frontier
life., Thup, some programs serve to entertain and instruct,
while othera offer liti{le beyond suapense and excitement.
It is these that parents and teachers object to, and justly
80, | |

With these facte in mind it is the purpose of this
study to determine which programs the boys and girls of the
Waxahachle Public Schools prefer. Fifty boys and fifty-
nine giria answered questionnaires.

The dsta in Table 3 show the resulis of a questionnaire
concerning the types of programs that the bBoys of Waxshachie
prefer. Rach boy selected his three favorite progrems and
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TABLE 3

THE TYPE OF RADIO PROGRAMS THAT THE BOYS
OF WAXAHACHIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS PREFPER

fypre of Program Rumber of Boys
comedy.;lwiottl.ICO.tl.t.. 59
muaie...ll...‘......o.tt. 52
myatentnltﬁ.l.l.§000¢icl 54

sports.-..-..-ano-o--oco
Newsqitbl.llll"lllt...!.
AAVENtUre.e s et encrcesennes 2
Quiz......lilﬂlt....l.ll.
Plays......ll.!l..l..l..'

o O M

they were classified as to the type of program.

The boys selected Tifty programs dealing with ecomedy,
thirty-fwo involving music, and thirty-four concerning crime
or mystery. One boy chose a program dealing‘with sportsa.
Programs of adventure were shosen twenty-two times. Quiz
programs were chosen eight times. Programs of dramas and
plays were chosen four times. Only once was a sports program
chosen. |

From theee facts it can he'seen thaet boys prefer humors
cug and crime programs. |

The data in Table 4 show the results of a guestionnaire
concerning the types of programs the girls of Waxshachie
prefer.

Sixty times the girls chose comic programs of one kind
or another. Musgic waa“ehosen thirty-seven fimes. Mystery
was chosen thirty-three times. Sports and news programs

were not chosen. Adventnre brograms were chogsen ten times.
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TABLE 4

THE TYPE OF RADIO PROGRAMS THAT THE GIRLS
OF WAXAHACHIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS PREFER

Type of Program Number of Girls
c@manIOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOI . 60
Muaic.i.itocﬁlﬁﬁotlODDIIOO 5?
mystew....&.ttlolloliot. 33
Spcrtﬁo.-...o.o.-.-.....o 0
Newa.ﬂOOOJOIOOCDOOOGO'OOOC 0
AdvonturGeiscesevscsccesnns 10
Quiz.....Ot.'.‘l......... 4
Pl&ysolttho.-0&0.-0.!.0.. 50

Four quiz programs were selected and thirity programs in
which plays of gome length are uged.

From this it can be seen that giris enjoy a different
type of program to that enjoyed dy the boys.

Responding to pressure from parents, the networks
and some producers of children's adventure serials
have made efforts to tone down the excitement of their
programs. Jome parents atill complain that the programs
are too exociting and the children complain that they are
not exciting enough.?2

As & result of this lessening of horrovw and gugpense,
children often turn to guch adult programs as "The Shadow"
and "Inner Sanctum." Children like it rough and they will
take their thrills where they find them.

A surprising number of children listen to "soap operasg.”
These children know that in the adult world there are things

that they do not know about. On such programs as "Ms Perking,"

Judy and Jene," and "Road of Life," these things are

EIbid-, Pe 16,
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discussed. Often times it 1s in & very poor way as far as
children are concerned, Here, if children just will listen,
the parents should listen with them. ™Many a good family
discugsion has besn insgpired by a bad radio programind

Along with all the fury and noise of ad#enture, mystery,
and crime, the young people of today listen to quiz programs,
music, history, religion, sports, and news., 38ome of it is
fine and gome of it is worthless. Such programs as "The
Aldriech Pamily," "A Date with Judy," "Baby Snooks," "Charlie
HeCarthy,"” and "Our Miss Brooks" are entertaining and draw
children of all ages. They laugh and relax and enjoy them-
selves, Of course children need more than these in order
to have a “baianced diet"” of radio listening.

0ften parents may help with this problem by listening
with the children and offering suggestions. If is often,
on the radio, that children and parents find a common ground
of interest. If the father and mother appreciate the better
thinga, often a child will become more discerning.

Radio often euts ftoo heavily into a child's time schede
ule. The parenta should help the child budget his time.
There should be & few musts in & child's time schedule, & .time
for play, for homework, for househoid chopres, for music prac-
tice, for eating, resting, and sleeping. Often good plan-
ning will leave time for a child's most desired programs.

31bid., pe 17,
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Some programa may accompany some of the chores. Doing home-
work to the accompaniment of redio séama to be & thing that
is done by ehiléren'in all parts of the country, and parents
a8 well as teachers are concerned with this. Some children
may be ahle’to do this and thelr school not suffer; to others
it will prove a definite handicap. Here the cage of the
individual child must be considered.

Since limtening 19 easier than reading it is to be ex-
pecteé'that many childrem will not become acquainted with
books, especially the classics. With this problem in mind
one juvenile program, "Adventure Parsde," offers excellent
programs on a wide range of classic stories from Dickens to
"The Arablan Nighits.” The programs accent the adventure of
these stories. Time spent in enjoyment of these programs
is well gpent.

Many parents complain that children sit by the radio
and 4o not play in the sun and get the proper amount ef
exercise.

One phase of this study reveals the amount of leisure
time the boys and girls of Waxahachie gpend listening to the
radio., Table b showa the number of houras that boys and
girls of Waxahachie spend in listening to the radio,

0f the fifty boys studied, one boy reported that he
never listened to the radie. Nine boys said they listened
less than sn hour each day. PFourteen boys reported that

they listened one hour each day. Eleven boys said that they
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TABLE b

THE NUMBER OF HOHBS THAT THE BOYS AND GIRIS OF WMHAGHIE
SPEND IN LISTENING T0 THE RADIO EACH DAY

Number of Houre Listened to Redio Each Day Boys Girls

Hone.ﬁtoﬂoiltill‘tlttllQ.0.0!!Il.‘l.l.tl..t 1 0
Less than oNe NOUreieuiecesscoosacesocssceees 9 8
One honrt.‘.i!l.IO..G..OI..COC0.0000.0‘0!lli 142 g
Two heurs'.l....OCQ"O....O..O'.......0.0.. 11 15
Three hours.l‘.t......ll‘.“li.ltolll..lt.l 6 15
More than three NoOUrBeeesvecvervenceconsene 8 11
No certain time.tl.‘QOil.!‘lll!!‘l!llll&"'. 1 3

ligtened two hours each day. Six boys said they listeﬁed
three hours each day. Bight of the boys said that they
ligtened more than three hours a day and one oy reported
that he had no definite length of time to listen.

0f the fifty-nine girls that were uged in this atudy
none of them reported that they never listened to the radio,
Bight girle said that they listened less than an hour and
there were nine who sald they listened an hour s day. PFifteen
girls said they listened two hours a day. fThirteen girls
gald they listened three hours a day, and eleven gsid they
listened more than three hours a day. Three girls gaid
they had no certain length of time in which they ligtened,

The data given in Table 5 show that the boys snd girls
of Waxahachie spend much time in listening to the radio.

The use of the radio in elassxooms hag Been sadly
neglected. Although some 6ities and a few ptates have devela

oped excellent teaching programs for the schools, educators
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and school administrators in most places have been slow to
recognize radico ag a tool for teaching., In a recent address,
Chairmen of the Pederal Communications Commigsion Wayne Coye
said:
We are faced with the chilling fact that this tool
is largely unused by the nation's educetors. . . .Every
sehoolroom in America should he equipped with its own
radio pet. It should be freely integrated with clasa~
room work as & major educational tool. As soon as tele-
vision becomes avallable in a community, every schoolroom
should be equipped with a television screen--the
electronic blackboard of the future.*
Radio is an art--and an industry--and a publiec trust.
As %o whether radio has discharged ita responsibility, there
are wide differences of opinion. Parents and educators say,
"No"; the induatry says, "Yes."
The facts are somewhere in between these itwo assertions.
Some stations have considered children, others have ignored
them. Some fault lies at the door of commercialism--children
do not pay off as "advertising victims" as well as grown-ups.
To some extent the fault lies with the pubdlic. It has offered
little eonatructive guidance, Parents and educators have crit-
icized, but have not tried to help. The putliec hes been too
much concerned with the progrems that are on the air, and too
little with the ones that asre not. The invention of radio is
at the service of the world, but it has not learned to use it.
Programs are needed for pre-school children. Teen-age boys

and girle need progrems to tell them of their dignity amd wortnh.

4¥ayne Coye, quoted in Josstte Frank, Gomics, Radio,
Moviep~-and Children, p. 21.




CHAPTER V

READING AND THE BOYS AND GIRIS OF
WAXAHACHIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Book Houses

I always think the cover of
A book is like a door

Fhich opens into someone'’s house
Where I've not heen hefore.

A pirate or s fairy queen
May 1ift the lateh for me;

I always wonder, when I Xknook,
What welcome there will be.

And when I find a house that's dull
I 40 not often stay;

But when I find one full of friends
I'*m apt to aspend the day.

I never know what sort of folks
Will be within, you gee,

And that's why reading ?lways is
Se int'resting to me.

- "You have taught me the most wonderful thing in the
werlﬁf-how to read books," an eight-year-old said happily
to his teacher.

Whether children are predestined bookworms oOr
whether they are to find their chief delight in oec-
cupations that involve physiesl activity, there is

. Joy in books for all of them, though some may need

more help than others in finding it.2

In a novel of years ago, Ethel Thorneycroft Fowler

linnie Pellows Johnston, Open Road 3o Reading, p. 13.

Zinne T. Naton, Reading with Children, p. 11.
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specified a love of reading as one of two gifts which she
would choose above all others for the.fairiea to Bring to
a baby's christening.

When more than twenty years ago the world was ggain
at war, many of the Yoys wrote, over and over again, about
the reading being dome in the trenches, and of the meaning
of books to the boys at the front.

many_édults confess that they cannot understand the
reading tastes of the present generation. This 18 no new
thing, it is as 0ld as children's reading. Gontemporsry
records show that when Scott and Dickens were new writers
they were not recommended reading for the young.

From time to time well-meaning attempts are made to
banish the fairy tale, It is just possible that the cave-
man said to his son: "If you spend so much time listening
fo the old men sround the fire telling tales of monsters and
witch doctors, how do you expect to facé the reslities of
life and dring in meat for the tribe?"”

In the seventeenth eentury'ﬁhe Puritans diaapproveﬁ of
folk tales amd fairy jales because of religious and moral
reagons. But lovers of folk and fairy tales nesd not be
disturbed., Polk tales have s thoussnd years Yehind them,
their roots are deep in the history of every mace; it is not
likely that educators, or parents, or govermment can do away
with these.

No one will deny that there are fairy tales that are not
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suitable for children. Yet the fact remains thet all chil-
dren are differént and no standardization of effect of any
kind of literature on children is possible.

0f courge the major problem.of parents and teachera
today seems to be the comic book. The word "comic™ means
"relating or belonging to comedy, as distinct from tragedy."d
Add an ia" and, to judge from the groans and sighs that greet
the word at any pafentsyteaahers*‘meeting, the entire meaning
changes. There is_trouble 1mmed£ately.

%here are arguments for and agsinst this youngest and
most popular child of the juwenile reading world. "ias the
furor over comics waxes, and great minds debate their merits
and demerits, my children, and yours, 80 right on reading
them, "4 |

ﬁany parents condemn comic books who have never seen (
one. Here, as with the radio, parents should share this ex-
perience with the children, and help them to choose the
better ones. Some comics are tragh. So are some of today's
best sellers. But all books are not destroyed becausge of g
few poor ones. Soma publishers are iruly trying to provide
the proper kind of comigg. |

It is all too true that children often rezd comics be-

cause 1t is all they have to read. Very often children are

| SWebater‘s New International Dictionary, Second Hdition,
p. 536,

4K atherine ¢lifford, "Common Sense about Comics,"
Parent's Megazine, XXIII {October, 1948), 30.
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not provided with reading material. Books are too expensive
for them to buy. A ten-cent pisce will purchage nearly any
comic book-~go they do the natural thing--they buy & comie
book.

- Like it or not, comics are as much & part of growing

up as bageball, muddy feet, and arithmetiec. There's a

gensidble program for eliminating the evils so widely

discussed: Encourage the good comics, improve the poor

ones. As long as our children won't give up their

comics~-and they won't--we might as well concentrate

on providing them with the best.5

On the other hand, some teachers say that reading comics
dulle & child's sensitiveness to the bheauty of our language.
They say that they do not require prolonged concentration.
Other teschers say that children do not read them. They look
at the pietures snd get the.rﬂn cf the story.

Some parents ssy that the languasge in comic books is

‘erude, One father said that his children talked like a mobd

of gangsiers after they read the funny books. Another patent
said that the infarmation in comie books is crude and insccurste.
Some soecial workers say that, "some forms of juvenile
delinguency come étraight from the comice,"® |
A peychologist said, "idnormal or subnormal children arse
often not equipped with the normel sense of right and wrong,
and the unrezlistic moral concepts reflected in some of the

comic books aggravate an already bad situstion."?

5Ibid., p. 57.

" 6inne Duff, "An Inquiry into the Comic Problem," Counsel,
I {April, June, 1948), 26. o

71vid., p. 30.
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That there is a definite age where comic books are most

popular and another age where they have lost their interest

for boys is shown in Table 6.

TABIE &

THE GRADE LEVEL OF FIFTY BOYS OF WAXAHACHIE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND THE INTEREST

THEY HAVE IN COMIC BOOKS

Number | Not Occasionslly
of Boys | Grade Level |Interested | ; i qateq Interested
18eeans 7 17 0 0
170ense B 17 1l 0
15..... 12 6 ] 3

0f the fifty boys that were studied all of the seventh-
grade boys, or seventeen, reported that they enjoy comiec
books. In the eighth grade seventeen loys said they enjoy
them and one said, "No." But in the twelfth grade only eix
boys seid they enjoy them, six said they did not, and three
sald they occasionally read them.

This table shows that, as boys grow older, their inter-
est in comic bocks is not as great as when they were younger,

The facts in Table 7 give the grade levels of the fifty-
nine Waxahachie Public School girls thet were studied and
the interest that they showed in comic books.

Fifty-nine girls answered the questionnaires. 0f the
fiffy-nine girls, twenty of the seventh-grsde girls rapcrtedl
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TABLE 7

THE GRADE IEVEL OF FIFTY-NINE GIRLS OF WAXAHACHIE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND THE IRTEREST
THEY HAVE IN COMIC BOOXS

Number ' Mot Occagionally
of Girls Grade Level | Interested Interepted | Interested
-3 R 7 20 1 1
170eccns 8 13 2 1
2lececes 12 8 8 5

that they enjoyed comic books, one said she did not read
them, and one sald, "0Occasionally.” Of the aix$e§n eighth-
grade girls, thirteen ssid, "Yes," two said,"No," and one
sald, "Occasionally.™ In the twelfth grade, eight girls
gaid they read them, eight said they did not, and five gaid,
"Occagionally."

The data reveal the fact that girls, as well as boys,
loge their interest in comic books as they grow older.

A1l of the boys and girls of Waxahachie do not read
comicg te the exclusion of eother books. During the last
year 16,317 books, or an average of 54 books & day, were
issued to the bYoys and girls of the elementary school age,
One~half of the books issued were fietion and the other half
non-fiction. There are Aa comic books in the library,

After & child hes been made conscious, through fairy

tales and legends, thg£ there is a world outside himself and
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his affairs, fiction peoples it for him with charscters more
thrilling than the giants and fairies. The importance, to

& child, of the trips into this world of fiction cannot bhe
over-estimated.

Stories must be alive. They must have the gualities
of courage, loyalty, kindnesg, qualities without which man's
exlstence is inconceivable.

When one contemplates the richness of the reading avail-
able to children today, both the old and the new, he geemg
to be looking on a world filled with books. The choice of
what to read is wide,

From Table 8 will be gained some idea of the types of
books that boys enjoy the most.

In angwer to the request to "Name the five books that
you have read during the last year, and enjoyed most," the
anawers were catalogued as to types of books. Nineteen
times mystery books were listed. Books dealing with sports
were ehoseﬁ by sixteen boys. Adventure gtories were listed
forty-four times., Books about animals were chosen twenty-
three times. Only two boys chose books telling about radio.
Six religious books were chosen. Seven books sbout airplanes,
one sabout mugie; two dealing with Scouts and three humorous
books were included in the list. Six true stories, eight
stories dealing with love, six concerning historiecal romance,

and one book telling about war, completed the ligt,
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IABLE 8

THE TYPES OF BOOKS THAT THE BOYS OF WAXAHACHIE PREFER
AND THE NUMBER OF TIMES THESE TYPES WERE CHOSEN

Types of Books Number of Boys
Myatery. L E R R RN N NN NN N RN ] LN BN BN B A S N N 19
Sports- LN N B B BN B BN BN BN BN NN W) .‘ LK AR AR I BN O BN BN B RN R RN ) .. 16
Adventure. 2 800N EBEP S EbEELEEPP RS LN BN N B BN B 3 44’
Animl LI R K B BN B B BN Y BE BN N AR I NN N N ) L B O ] 25
Radio L I N N B B BN T R A R N AN A AN A A ) L I B N B R RN ] ’ 8
Raligion. LA IR 2 2R 2 B O B B B BN B R O R N ] . LN B B BN B W) 6
Airplanea.......¢..................-... 7
muaic. 438 XSS AU B EABB SR LB 2N BN BE B BN N W B BN ) 1
Scouts. LRI B BN B NN BN N B B Y NN RN L B B B Y B N Y N ) 2
Hmor‘ LA N NN NN NN Y N N N YN R R R ] LI B N ) 5
True Storleaaoo........................ &
Love StorieSecceccvrcresesntocosennons 8
Historical Rcmanee.....-...-........... 6
War‘ LA B BN BN Y B B BN K B ] ‘ L B B BN B BN NN R NN AN NN B NN N N ] 1

The largest number of books, chosen by the boys, was
in the field of adventure,

Table 9 shows the kind of books preferred by the fifty-
nine girls included in this study,

Forty~-slx mystery stories were listed by the girls
when they gave their favorite books. Xone of the girls
listed a book dealing with sports. Books of adventure were
chosen thirty-six times, and animal stories were chosen
twenty-five times. 8ix religlous Tooks were naméd, four
about ailrplanes, and two about music were selected, Wour
of the girls gave the name of humorous books, and seven
mentioned true stories. Stories of love took & place near
the top with forty-four being chosen. One g1rl chose a
fenciful tale and thirty girls chose books that desl with the
lives of young girls, |
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TABLE 9

THE TYPES OF BOOKS THAT THE GIRLS OF WAXAHACHIE PREFER
AND THE NUMBER OF TIMES THESE TYPES WERE CHOSEN

Types of Books _ Number of @irls

Mystery...&t....‘...tcolat.'ll.'l&.!l.. ‘46
Spartattnﬂalt.ol‘ooootolotooqlo‘oc.0'|0 . 0
Adventur&-.o.c-..--.........--.o..-.... 56

Anim&l...............................-. ‘ 25
Badia................;..............-..
Religion-.-...-i..........o..s.......s.
Airpl&nese.....-.-4....-...............
Muaic...................-...;...--.....
ScoutSa--;.-o.-.-.-co--..o‘...-...-o-co

Humerl‘Ql!‘.‘..l.‘.l.‘..ll..l‘...t.l...

i’rue storieal.!lil.ﬂ6.....0‘-.0...'...-‘
Love St‘oriea.“‘Q‘...‘....I'l‘.l'd‘l...‘
Higtorical ROMANCE.evetveesnnasesancees
clasaics..‘.ll..l'h!lllll.".‘.l..‘.l.‘
Eaﬁcifﬂl-.a..osutoo-‘auc-aco--no.n-.a;.
Stories about Girls.....-'...-..-....o.

i
OHOOP AP ONBGOO

o

| While the boys were more interested in adventure and
animal stories, the girls were more interested in stories of
mystery and love.

And so it goes. Along with a little nine-year-old girl,
the boys and girls of Waxahachie geem to say:

But if you'll take my good advice
You'll find that reading 8 very nice.,




CHARPTER VI
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND BOYS AND GIRLS OF WAXAHACHIE

The emphasis in the earlier days of formal education
wag upon knowledge and idesls, with litile attention
being given to the establishment of those habiis that
actually mede these function. . . .The school of the new
day stresses doing, It holds that there is no being
apart from doing; that it is impossible to be good
except by doing the acts which represent goodrness; that
it is Impossible to he a good citizen apart from doing
the acts which fhe good cit{izen does. When these are 1
prerformed the being comes as a by-product of the doing.

The school is interested in what the good citizen dges.
Extra-curricular activities present a very important énd
challenging setting for devélcping the geod ¢itizen, becans®
they offer so many epportunities for the learning of appro-
priate knowledge, the establislment of desirable ideals, and
the actusal praetice of functional habits. |

There are & number of logical objectives of exira-currice

ular activities, seme of which are more applicable to certain

 types of activities than to others. Not the least of thege

is to prepare the child for active life in s democracy.

If the school is g0 organized and administered that
the student has opportunities and regponsibilities some=
what similar, in a small way, to those he will have later
on as a grown-up citizen, he will be better able to meel
and discharge these reaponsibilities as they ocecur.?

lﬂarry C. McKown, Extra-Curricular Activities, p. ll.
2Ipid., pp. 13-14.

33




34

Other objectives of extra-curricular activities are:

1. They help to make a child independent.

2. They teach socisl cooperation.

3. They inerease the interest of the student in the
gchool,

4. They develop school morale.

6. They foster sentimentes of law and order.

6. They help to discover andi develop special gualities
and abilitiegs.

All extra-curricular activities should have a teacher
adviger and not one who dominates. FThe éetiwities should
be organized only after much considerstion.

An increasingly important objective of education is the
humanizing and improvement of recreation. The amount of
leisure at the disposal of the individual is becoming greater
every year and the methods of using this time are becoming
more commercialized and diversified. It is, therefore, very
necessary that a sense of values on the part of the indi-
vidual be developed., Here the agsembly program offers great
opportunities. These programs Qf music, dramatics, and
speech give an opportunity for use of these various talents
that are developed during the leisure time of boys and girls.

In far too many schools success in athletics appears
to be the only achievement thet ig recognizeda It should be

needless to state that any activity in whiech thers is an
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outstanding accomplishment should be recognized before the
entire school,

Meny differeni types of aetivities are needed in a
school system. Waxahachie has a rather large program of
athletice. There are clubs of various kinds, including
the Y Teens, Hi Y's,.Pan-Ameriean, Home Economics, Business,
4 H Clubs, and Spanigh Slub.

4 well known leader in the field of physical education,
Jesse Feiring Willia@s, evaluates athletics in these words,
"0f all the activities of the school curriculum, none is as
rich with educational outcomes as the play, games, gports,
and athletics of physical education."d The growing student
needs a vigorous devhlopmental program, and foatbail,
bagketball, baseball, and similar types of activity provide
the settings for this. It is by no mere chance that the
Committee on the Reorganization of Secondary Educationm named
health as its first cardinal prineiple. Other values of
athletics are the mental and social training they afford,
the good feeling that they foster, the advertisement that
they glive the school, and the wise use of leisure time that
they make possible, |

The band is also one of the outstanding extra-curricular
activities of the Waxahachie Schools. There are sixty-five

members. Thig type of organization brings interest, morale,

3J. F. Williams and W. L. Hughes, Athletics in Bduca-
tion, Pe 36.
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and dignity to music. Such an organization ig profitable to
its menmbers.
Table 10 shows how well the boys and girls of Waxshachie

take part in these two extra-curricular activities.

TABLE 10

THE NUMBER OF BOYS AND GIRLS IN THIS STUDY
WHO ENGAGE IN ATHLETICS AND BAND

Activities Boys Girls

Band‘....l..l.......otill"l.tl‘...!.'.’!l 5 1

‘&thletics.lii.‘0‘l‘l0.'0.06.!'.‘!.."‘..0‘ 25 0

It is evident that very few boys and girls belong te the
band. As the classes mtudied were crogg-gections of the
school, this shows that Waxahachie boys and girls do not
enjoy this way of spending their leigure time.

It 1sﬁalaa seen from the facts rhveéled in this table
that less than fifty per ecent of the toys engage in athletics.

That very few of these children are spending their leisure
time in these two extra-curricular activities is revealed by
thia table. _

Children of school age love clubs. They decupy an 1m~'
portant place in the lives of the students of the school.
This "belonging to a club” satisfies the desire of children

to get together and work for a common cauge,
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In the elementary schools of Waxahachie there sre no
clubs.

In the high school the boyes and girle are allowed to
choose two cluds, of which they may become members. All of
the Toys and girls of this level«-there were thirty-six of
them--belong to two clubs. The attendance ig good and one
teen-sge boy said of these organizations, "Yes, we like

them. We feel like adults and can express our opinions.”




CHAPTER VII

COMMUNITY RECREATIOR AND THE BOYS
AND GIRLS OF WAXAHACHIE
Ghurcheg, church societies for youth, vacation and
week-day achools, &8s well ap organizations of various
types, offer an extraordinary array of opportunities to
American youth. Here may be found facilities and leader-
ship for all., WNevertheless a large proportion of youth
is not reached at all, ard many of these through only
ecasual eontacts. Cooperation among the various move-
ments and groups is fast becoming & critieal need, as
the aims of chureh, school, clubs, community draw
cloger together. . . .3trong community leadership 1s
needed to devise a community-wide Erogram which shall
include every child, young or old.*
In recreation, as in every other activity, the adult
world has been slow to realize that children and youths
are people., Most youths resent adult domination of their
letgure time activiiies. They want self-expression and they
enjoy Hoat deing what they themselves have planned. Finding
a8 happy place bvetween complete freedom and acceptable guide
ance is & delicate task. The golution, widely tried in the
organization of Youth Centers or Teen Centers in World War II,
geems to be a maximum of youth participation in planning and
leadership but with an indispensable minimum of adult advice

and help.

for Youth, p. 6.

lpiizabeth H. Pendry and Hugh Hartshorne, Qrganizations
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With 81l of this, a successful leisure-time program for
youth will not run itself. It requires trained leaders and
leaders with imagination. §Spsce and equipment are not enough.
A large Californie city hed a beautiful play ground including
baseball dismonds and tennis ecourts, lighted for night use,
and a supervisor in charge. The gupervigor was not trained
and the children were checking in with him and leaving to
eomﬁit unlawful deeds of all kinds. A trained youth super~
visor was hired and the situation became better.

The United States blundered inta‘the ers of léisura
time for all, while still having a strong suspicion that
play and enjoyment were sinful. ™"As late as 1944&SGma com-
munities ir Texas were lacking in & recreation center becauge
the churehes objected %o &ancing and swimming,"z

The City of Waxahachlie has, through its organizations
ags well ag its city government, done much toward the recres-
tion of its youth.‘“Like many other towns there is mﬁch yet
to be done. |

Play-parks, where children may plaj safely, are of great
value. As early as 1912 Getzendaner Memorial Park was given
to the City of Waxshachie. It was donated with the under-
gtanding that it was to be used by the boys and girls of
Wexahachie, without charge.

In the beginning this park was a wooded area of

ZJonn R. Ellingston, Protecting Qur Children from
Criminal Careers, p. 74.
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fifty-geven acres. There was no play apparatus in the entire
acreage. As years went by the people of Waxahachie began

to see a need for a place for boys and girls to play. The
city included in its budget money to equip the park site.

At presgent it is & very beantiful and much used place.

There are greups of swings, see-saws, merry-go-rounds, send
boxes, croquet sets and tennis courts. There is a small
wading pool for the tiny children. During the summer months
& play-ground supervisor is hired by the city. It is her
duty to direct the use of the equipment when it becomes
necessary. The park is careﬁ.for by & custodian whose home
is on the property. It is patrolled regularly by the city
officers to insure the safety of the children.

The city has provided another park. This one is im the
section of town where the children are under-privileged.
Known as "The Hot Well Park"™ it is near to the homes of
these children. It is used constantly. Mexican and white
ehildren of the poorest people play here. These children
have nothing to play with at home. Many of them have very
small front and beck ysrde. This park is small, but well
kept, and furnishes a place that helps to keep these children
off of the streets.

In this study iwenty-~five adults were asked to tell the
one thing that they thought the boys and girls of Waxahachie

need in the way of recreation. 0Of the number consulied,

nineteen said, "A_swimming Pool."
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0f the one hundred nine boys and girls who were gues-.
tioned only three said they did not swim. When asked if
they could use the Country Club swimming poal, only thirteen
said that they could. fThe rest of the children are forced
to drive from fifteen to thirty-five miles before they can
gwim. %Phe highways on which these children mﬁst travel
are heavily congeated with traffic,

The Boy Scouts and Girl Seouts have orgenizations in
Waxahachie.

The Boy Scouts of iAmerice is an organization
that uses the interests and activities commen to boys
of ages twelve to eighieen years, and the enviromment
and lore o? home, eity, or cauntry life, the apgn trail,
and camp life as bases for growth in character.

Boy Scouting was incorporated Februsry 8, 1910, through
the interest of W. B. Boyce, who had observed the good work
of the Seouts in England under Robert Boden Powell and other
public~spirited men. 1In June, 1916, Congress granted the
Boy Scouts of Amerieca a Federal charter, a distinction which
has occurred but a few times in history. Through the gener-
ogity of the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Fund, a
three-year study was mede of the character and interests of
boys nine, ten, and eleven years old, and a program developed
for this age grouwps Boys in this age group are called Cud

Scouts, Boys of twelve, thirteen, and fourteen years of age

meke up the regular Scout troups. For boys of fiftesn years

51bid., Pa 11l.
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through eighteen years, theré are Sea Scouts or Senior Units.
After this age the Toys go into Scoutmaster work.

In Waxahachie there are three active Seout troops. One
troop is sponsored by the Lions Gluh, one by the Rotary Club,
and one by the Baptist Church. There is one Gub Troop. 1I%
is sponsored by the Baptist ¢hurch. One Senior Unit 1s
spongored by the Central Presbyterian Churech.

The boys of these Scout troops meet in regular gession
once a week. They are'finaneed through local eontributions.
Annually about four thousand dollars is spent on the Boy
Scoutgof Waxahachie. b

The girls have s larger organization of Secouts than do
the boys in Waxahachie., There are twelve Brownie and Girl
3cout troops in the city. The enrollment is about one hundred
geventy-five girls.,

The Optimist Internationsal, like the Rotary, Kiwanis,
and Lions, is a service club of men which is teking an in-
terest in the better development of the boys of today, in
order that they may be splendid men in the future,

In 1923, the COptimist International adopted as a slogan,
"Friend of the Delinguent Boy." During the 1924 convention
& group met to discuss and formulate a program. The word
delingquent was then deleted from the slogan, and a program
was formulated which would help the members to give under-
standing guidance to any boy.

such an organization is the Waxahachie Optimist Club.
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This club of business men is sponsoring a group of oys, from
seven through seventeen, called the Junior Optimist Glub,
There are two hundred fifty boys who belong to this organi-
zation. They meet once & week under the guidance of a
trained youth leader and meveral business men.

Plans are now in progress for the establislment of a
Youth Center. fThis is a project of the Optimist ¢lub. When
eompleted, the Center will cost about seventy-five thousand
dollars. It will include a swimming pool, c¢lub rooms, game
rooms, an assembly room, and ball courts of all types. It
will be uged by both boye and girlg. Trained supervisors
will be in attendance at all times.

Ag time goes on, and as these plans are carried out,
the boys and girls of Waxshachie can truly say, "We have
& place to play."
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That the town of Waxahachie sees the need of bettering
recreational facsilities for Toys and girls, end is attempting
to do something about it, is shown in the facts given in
this study.

Conclugions

The following conclusions have been reached:

l. The boys and girls of Waxahachie uge the picture
show extensively in their leisure time. A large part of the
pletures that these children see are not carefully selected
for youth,

2+ The radio is the most popular method of gpending
leigure time of the Waxahachie boys and girls. The great
| possibilities of radio have not been realized.

3. Reading consumes & large part of the time of the
boys and girls of Waxshachie.

4. Very few children take part in sechool athletics,
and very few belong to the band. There are no clubs for
boys and girls of the elementary sehool age.

5. The City of Waxshachie realizes the needs of its
boys and girls.

Recommendations
Thegse recommendations are offered:
l. Bince the moving pictures are so powerful in their
influence, paranté should demand the best in pictures for

their children. Enlist the cooperation of the loeal motion




CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

In this gtudy of the ways in which the boys and gifla
of Waxahachlie spend their leisure time it is shown that,
ag the situation now is, all of the boys and girls are not
adequately provided with suitable ways to spend their leisure
time.

Facts given further show that the motion picture in-
dustry is a powerful force in the lives of boys and girls.
The pieture gshow does much to shape the attitudes of boys
end girls.

Additional data ghow that the radio is one of the
greatest, if not the greatest, consumers of the leisure time
of boys and girls. Evidence was given to ahow that there ia
great need for capitalizing on the great invention for the
welfare and education of children.

 Reading 1s shown to be & leisure-time activity of great
importance. I%, too, ig a factor of great influence in the
daily living of children.

Evidence that too few of the children enter into sporis
and band ias given. That clubs are needed during the elemen-

tary school age is a fact that is shown.

44
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picture exhibvitors in offering programs of speeial interest
and value to children and young people.

2+ DBecause radio is so popular with the boys and girls,
it should be used to benefit them. Help them to budget their
time, allowing for their favorite radio programs. IListen
with them. Help them to develop critical standards by
pointing out values.

. EKnow what children are reading. Introduce them to
the best in reading materials, and encourage them to read
much.

4. The City of Waxahachie should continue to provide
more and better recreationel sctivities for its Future citiw

zéns. All children of all people should be provided for.
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Name

Address

Age Sex Nationelity

A S vmghiie it

1. What school do you attend?

2. What grade are you in?

3+ Do you belong to the band?

4. Do you belong to the regular football teem?

5. Do you belong to the regular bagket ball team?

6. How often do you go to the piecture show?

7. Name three pieture shows you enjoyed the most.

8. Do you like to read?

9. Name five books you have resd in the last year, and en-

Jjoyed.

10. Do you enjoy comic books?

1l. Name three you enjoy most.

12. Do you go swimming?

18. Where do you go o swim?

14, How far is it?

15, How long does it teke you to get there?

16. Do you enjoy the radio?

17. How many minutes do you listen to the radio each day?
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18. List the three programs you enjoy the most.

19, If you had only one hour each day of leisure time how

would you spend it°%
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