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INTRODUCTION

In the main there are three questions to be answered

in this investigation: First, what are the motives that

have controlled the growth and development of the junior

colleges in Texas? Second, what are the leading events

in this development? Third, what is the present state of

development of the junior college movement in Texas?

A survey of the existing junior college situation in

Texas is presented in the first chapter, while a more de-

tailed history of development is outlined in the later

chapters.

This study has been conducted by establishing con-

tact with all types of junior colleges in Texas--munic-

ipal, state, denominational, private, and negro. There

has been a high type of co-operation from these institu-

tions, as 95% have replied in one form or another, such

as catalogs, pictorial bulletins, letters, charts,

graphs, and statistics.

Catalogs of junior colleges, one form of reference,

furnished an accurate guide to the history and develop-

ment of each institution, and citations from catalogs

indicate their value. This information is important,

and accuracy demanded that these catalogs be used exten-

sively. In addition to primary sources, books, theses,



and other types of material have been closely studied

and constantly referred to in the preparation of this

thesis. The writer has visited more than 90% of the

institutions mentioned, and this includes all types

discussed.

There are several acceptable definitions of a

junior college, but the one used in this study is that

adopted by the AMerican Association of Junior Colleges

at its tenth annual meeting at Atlantic City November

20, 1929, which follows: "The junior college, as at

present constituted, comprises several different forms

of organization; first, a two-year institution embrac-

ing two years of collegiate work in advance of the com-

pletion of what is ordinarily termed the twelfth grade

of an accredited high school; secondly, the institution

embracing two years of standard collegiate work inte-

grated with one or more contiguous years of fully accred-

ited high school work administered as a single unit.

The aims of the curriculum in either case are to meet

the needs of the student for maximum growth and develop-

ment, to further his social maturity, and to enable him

to make his greatest contribution as a member of society."

See Appendix I for complete standards of the
American Association of Junior Colleges.



The reason for quoting the definition of a junior

college, as given by the Amnerican Association of Junior

Colleges, is to present an acceptable definition for a

term that may be misunderstood and misused by those not

guided by any definition.

4 F$ T mn
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Chapter I

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE MOVE ENT IN TEXAS

Texas has been found to have the largest number of
1

junior colleges in any state in the nation. The total

is forty-two, including the municipal junior college

at Goose Creek, recently established, and the municipal

institution at Bonham, which will open in the near future.

The importance of the junior college movement in

Texas has prompted this survey of its development. This

growth is in keeping with the real need for the junior

college in our system of education, which was admirably

expressed in the following statement made in 1927 by Dr.

Ray Lyman Wilbur, President of Stanford University:

"The great expansion in the size of student bodies in

the colleges and universities of this country, gorging

them beyond any possibility of successful instruction,"

he explained, "has compelled the creation of the junior

college. The large student mortality in the freshman and

sophomore years of the great universities has been morti-
2

fying and humiliating to thousands of our youth."

1
Conclusion based on study of table showing number of

public and private junior colleges, as included in F. L.
Whitney, The Junior Col.le ein America, p. 8.

Ray Lyman Wilbur, intro., The Junior Colle e Its
Organization and Mministration,~Tfitd by William Martin
Proctor, p. ix.



Before detailing the rapid development of the junior

college plan in Texas, we should consider the junior col-

lege situation as it exists at the present time in the

United States. There have been many interesting movements

in American education, but no movement more interesting
3

than this involving the junior college." From a study of

the general situation, it is evident that there are many

forces at work in the development of this new institution.

t The desire to keep students at home for a longer

period and to transfer two years of the college work to a

local institution have been the greatest motives in the
4

creation of the American junior college. We shall

attempt to show how these factors have been especially

powerful in controlling junior-college development in

Texas.

Basic facts on frequency of public and private junior

colleges in forty-one political units are given in Table I.

It is seen that the greatest number of public institutions

of this kind are found in the state of California. The

second state as to the number of public junior colleges
5

is Iowa, and this is a very recent development. Iowa has

3

G. W. Frasier, foreword, The Juni6 Colic e in
America, by F. L. Whitney, p. xil

5
F. L. Whitney., The Junior Colasgein America, p. 10.



THE NUMBER OF PUBLIC A D PRIVATE JUNIOR COLLEGES IN THIRTY-

NINE STATES, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AD THE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9,

10 "
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33,
34.
35.
36 .
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
Cal iforni
Colorado
Connectic
District
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maryland
Massachus
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississip
Missouri
Nebraska
New Jerse
New Mexic
New York
North Car
North Dak
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylva
Phil ipp in
South Dak
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virginia
Washingto
West Vir8
Wisconsin

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 1927-28
(Based on Whitney)

Public Private

O 2
1 1
8 4

a 31 5
2 3

ut 0 3
of Columbia 0 6

2 2
1 4
1 "C3
5 10
0 5

19 7
9 9
0 15
3 8
O 5

etts 0 5
6 1
7 7

pi 7 6
7 17
1 6

y 0 1

, 1 0
0 9

olina 0 13
ota 2 0

0 4
9 5
O 1

nia 1 3
te Islands 1 1
ota 0 3

1 15
17 25

1 4
0 11

n 2 4
inia 1 3

0 3
TOTAL 146 236
PER CE T 38 62

Total

2
2

12
36
5
3
6
4
5
1

15
5

26
18
15
11
5
5
7

14
13
24
7
1
1
9

13
2
4

14
1
4
2
3

16
42

5
11
6
4
3

382
100



nineteen public junior colleges and seven private ones,

making a total of twenty-six, while California has thirty-

one public institutions of junior college rank and five

under private auspices, thus totaling thirty-six. Texas,

with seventeen public and twenty-five private junior

institutions, ranks third in the United States in the

number of public junior colleges, and first in the number

of private ones. Its total of forty-two leads the rest of

the United States.

Texas is the only state, besides California, having

a frequency of over ten public junior colleges. In the

private list, the largest frequency is found accredited

to the state of Texas, with twenty-five, but Missouri,

Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia, and Illi-

nois each have ten or more.

As to public junior colleges, it has been found that

40 per cent of them came into existence during the years

1926 and 1927, the largest numbers in Iowa and California,
6

which produced thirteen and twelve respectively.

approximately five hundred junior colleges, including

both public and private institutions, are operated in

America today. Incidentally, the appearance of private

junior colleges is spread more evenly over the quarter

6
F. L. WThitney, The Junior Co e in .merica, p. 8.

,



century since 1900 than in the case of similar public

institutions.

Decatur Baptist College at Decatur, Texas, established

as a junior college in 1897, deserves the distinction of

being the first established junior college in the United
7

States, which is still in existence as a junior college.

It antedates by four years the earliest public institution,

still existing, at Joliet, Illinois.

Missouri has commonly been given credit for the first

systematic correlated group of private junior colleges

affiliated with a university, but the work of Dr. F. K.by

of the University of Texas has shown that Texas developed
8

such a system over a decade before it was begun in Missouri.

He states that the first system of correlated colleges in-

corporating the junior college principle, although not call-

ing themselves junior colleges because this term had not

yet been invented by President Harper of T he University of

Chicago, was established in Texas in 1897-98. "The Baptists

in this state shortly before this time awoke to the fact

that they had a number of weak, competing institutions,

which when combined were not worth as much as their total

indebtedness. Under the able leadership of the Reverend

7
f. C. Eells, The Junior College, p. 64.
8
F. 2tby, t Shall We Have a System of Public Junior

Colleges in Texas?" Texas Outlook, Vol. II, pp. 20-24.



J. M. Carroll, a state-wide Educational Commission was

authorized by the State Baptist convention, and a plan of

correlating all the schools of the denomination in the

state was adopted. Under this plan, formulated by the

American Baptist Education Society, Baylor University at

Waco became the head of the affiliated system; Baylor

College at Belton, a senior college, and three junior col-

leges, Decatur Baptist, Rusk Baptist, and Howard Payne,

(Brownwood) completed the group. The junior colleges

agreed to end their work with the sophomore year, and in

consideration of this concession their graduates were

given full admission to the junior classes at Bagor Uni-

versity and Baylor College.

There are several reasons why the junior college can

pursue a more successful policy of guidance than the four-

year college or university. The size of the junior college

is a factor tending to make a program of guidance workable.

Guidance is a matter of dealing with individuals, not masses,

and the individual, is easier to isolate in a college of two

hundred students than in a college of two thousand or more.

The true emphasis is or should be on the student, while the

university places emphasis, as a general rule, upon subject

matter--and there guidance is a matter of personality. The

immature college student, and this characterizes the typical



junior college student, who lives at home has those advan-

tages of home influences and environment not possible

when he is at a distance from home.

The junior college is a new educational unit, and as

such is untraimeled by tradition. The junior college has

an excellent road in a region that is unexplored--in a

region in which personality and individuality are the

points to be emphasized. In the student's transition from

adolescence to young manhood and womanhood the junior col-

lege has a splendid opportunity to help meet the complex

social, educational, and vocational adjustments in a

changing world.



Chapter II

CRITERIA IOR ESTABLISHING JUNIOR COLILG S

It is important to know, if possible, under what

conditions a junior college is likely to have the oppor-

tunity to become successful. Since a number of Texas

private junior colleges have terminated their operation,

it is evident that in a number of cases junior colleges

have been started with more enthusiasm than judgment.

Some such institutions have perished when the first

enthusiasm has waned, or are struggling along with such

inefficiency as would justify their early demise. Since

such conditions tend to bring the entire movement into

disrepute, the strict standards of the Texas junior

college law are an aid to efficient junior college

development in the state.

Legislative standards for the establishment of

junior colleges, now set up by at least a dozen states,

vary all the way from the detailed standards in Texas

and California, covering many different features, to the

extreme simplicity of those in Louisiana. There a parish

board may establish a junior college without an election,

or approval of state officials, or any fixed valuation.

Texas is one of only three states in which there is

any minimum assessed valuation required, this being

15



$12,000,000. The same three states, Texas, Arizona,

and California, are the only ones which specify a cer-

tain average daily attendance in the high schools of

the proposed district. Texas specifies an average

daily high school attendance of 400 in the single

independent district or city unit, and 500 in the case

of the union of two or more districts or counties. As

shorn by the accompanying table, the Arizona high school

attendance requirement is only 100, while California
l

specifies 1,000, or 500 in the county.

Texas does not require a certain enrollment or

average daily attendance in the junior college for its

continuance, whereas two states do. These are California,

requiring 200, and Mississippi, specifying 20 for a one-

year junior college and 35 for a two-year institution.

Texas also requires the approval of the State Board of

Education, .and. four other states, California, Iowa,

iadsouri, and Montana, state that approval of a certain

state authority is necessary. The only restriction

stated in the Louisiana law is the limitation of one

junior college to a parish.

There have been half a dozen or more rather careful

studies made of the conditions under which junior colleges

.
wC. ells, The Junior QogjIe, P. 550.
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(nwlye Cates ave set uleisule standards for the establish-

ment of junior college - The three listed here are the only states
recjuring aintivz asessed valation.)

State Type of District Assessed

aVJnd tion
Dt e

of
Law

Arizona High school or .5,OOOQOO
1927 union high school

hver-

Daily
Atten-
dance

100

Eleet ion
Jrletition Necessary
Coll. * Approv

-l o f
roll- State
meant huthnor-

ity Nec-
essary

no no no--board
only

al i-oLornii-
1917 ( ..Department) 3,000,000

high school dis-
trict

no no no--board
only

1929 (J.C.Diztrict)
one or more high
school districts,
or counties

$g5,000,00

Texas

. $2,O00, O0
1929 (Single) inde- 2

pendent dis-
trict or city unit

400 yes-- State
59> Board of

Ed.

1929 (Union) two or
more districts
or counties $12,000,000 500

After second year of existence'

1,000
(county.--
500)

200*
yes--

500

Stat e
Board
of d.
-- st at e
Dept-
of i-
nance

yes

yes--
1O yesStt

Board of
Bd.

yes



1 8

should be encouraged. Several of these are based upon

detailed reports of conditions existing at the time of

the investigation in some section of the country. In

some the basis upon which a particular recommendation

was made is open to question; revaluation in the light

of changed conditions, either in time or location, may
2

be desirable.

2
Ibid., p. 553.
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Chapter III

TEE PROBLEM OF FINANCE IN TEXAS JJIOR COLLEGES

One of the first questions to be considered in any

junior college problem is the matter of costs. The ad-

ministrator in charge of junior colleges, the citizens

of the community, and last the law-makers who hold the

purse strings, all ask, "What will it cost?"

In Texas, costs average $161 per student enrolled

in institutions occupying separate buildings, $116 per

student administered in the high school plant, as shown

by the following table:

COST PER STEDTT 2 TROLIJ IN MUNICIPAL
1

JUNIOR COLLEGES Or T23QS (1928-29)

Cost per Enroll-
Student meant

AVERAGP--5 IN SETARATE BUILDIINGS.. $161 199
AVERAGE- -10 YI TH HIGH SCHOOLS..... 116 196

*San Angelo... ... ".#.... ....... 238 91

ATexarkana. ......... .......... 196 167
WichitaFals..................... 190 273
Edinburg..Y.i.Y. . #. ".#.. . . #.e.. ........ * 187 242

ASan Antonio... ............... #... 148 296
Victoria.................... 121 69

*Clarend on... ... . ...... ........ 116 81

Brownsville.....9............. ..... 114 138
AParis. .......... e. ........ . . " 4110 350

Gainesville............ ..... 108 93
Hillsboro ... * . ............. *" .*, *" e.. 100 75
Tyler. .. *..... ". .a. . .".".... ......... 98 163

Ran er.. ........ .. ............ 93 53

Temple"....#...................... 81 122

Houston (Later Houston University) 69 635

AHoused in separate plants.

1
W. lP elsThe Junior College, p. 5 14.



"There is a widely spread misconception in regard

to the cost of a junior college. Many think the junior

college years can be added to the high school with lit-

tle or no additional expense. It is a somewhat general

belief, and some high educational authorities have un-

fortunately lent credence to the error, that such insti-

tutions can actually be made self-supporting by charging

a tuition fee. Now nothing is farther from the truth,

unless the tuition is made extremely high, in which case

the institution will probably lose its character as a
2

democratic public institution."

Regarding the economy of the junior college, sells

says the following: "tA strong reason for the establish-

ment of junior colleges is the economic one--it is fre-

quently pointed out that juniorcollege education can be

given at a great saving in the local junior college,

rather than in the university. There are two aspects to

this question--the cost to the individual student in

attendance, and the cost to the taxpayer. From the

standpoint of the individual student the argument is

perfectly sound, and is a very potent one. Saving in

travel expense, in extra cost of board and room, and in

2
F. Eby, "Shall We Have a System of Public Junior

Colleges ih Texas?" in Texas Outlook, Vol. II, p. 23
(January, 1927).
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other expenses incurred when living away from home

amounts to a substantial sum, and means college attend-

ance for many who would otherwise find it financially
0

impossible."

The main sources of income for both public and pri-

vate junior colleges may be classified as follows:

PUBLIC JUNIOR COLI3:S PRIVATE JUNIOR COLI2 S

1. Local taxation I. Thdowment
2. Tuition paid by 2. State or local aid

county or district 3. Tuition
3. Tuition paid by stdet4. Assessments
4. State aid 5. Gifts
5. Gifts
6. Sale of bonds

The detrimental results of excessive individual tu-

ition have produced a situation that is well described by

Dr. Eby of the University of Texas: "Who should bear the

cost of instruction of the junior college child? Every-

one must agree that this is a practical question. If the

student is sent away from home to any one of our twelve

state colleges all instruction is free. If he is sent to

the public school in his home district, provided he is

not yet twenty-one years of age, all instruction is free.

But if he happens to be a smart and promising child, and

he is sent to a public junior college in his home town,

3
W. C. rella, The Junior College, p. 521.
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4
except in South Park and Wichita Falls, he is fined for

his ability and in all places must pay a heavy tuition.

Now just why this discrimination? There does not seem

to be any way for honest folks to get rid of the applica-

tion of logic in our affairs. Why should a child under

twenty-one receive free schooling in the home high

school, but not in the home college; why if he goes away
5

from home, but not at home?"

Naturally there arises the question, "Can society

afford junior college education?" Fells says that Cali-

fornia spends more money per capita and more as a total

sum on junior college education than any other state.

California spent $2,000,000 for junior college education

in 1927-28, which was less than 2% of the total amount
0

spent.

As normal cost of junior college education in Texas,

Tby suggests $150, which he says should be divided

equally between the state, the local district, and tu-

ition paid by students and parents. Texas generally has

adopt ted the strongest non-state-support attitude.

There is much logic in favor of 1007 state support

of junior colleges, state and municipally controlled.

4
South Park Junior College, Beaumont, is now Lamar

Junior College.
5
F. Eby, 'The Junior College Movement in Texas" in

Texas Outlook, Vol. II, p. 10 Februaryy, 1927).
6

I. C. tells, The Junior Colle e, pp. 537-538.
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If the state furnishes support to a high school grad-

uate in the university, in state colleges and state

teachers' colleges, why should this support be denied

to the same individual if he enrolls in a local junior

college?

The growth of the junior college has resulted in

popularizing education to such an extent that many stu-

dents have attended one who probably never would attend

any other college. The community profits directly and

indirectly from the local junior college.

The Texas junior college law of 1929 provides for

local junior colleges in districts with assessed valua-

tion of $12,000,000 or more--a legislative compromise

between $6,000,000 and 25,000,000--and a high school

average daily attendance of 400 or more. It does not,

however, provide for state aid to the junior colleges,

but the district may levy a tax for support. All mu-

nicipal junior colleges existing in 1929 could change

to the district status as soon as desired. The law also

provides for union junior colleges and county and joint

county institutions. It is a progressive law, but

inadequate in that it throws the whole burden of support

on the local district, supplemented only by tuition from

the local students.



Until the passage of the junior college law of

1929, Texas municipal junior colleges could not be

supported by taxes, but depended largely on tuition.

They could accept "donations,tt however, from the public

school funds in the local school districts, and such

donations comprised an important element of support in

several cases. On the whole, gifts form a relatively
7

small source of income for most public junior colleges.

No other state has gone as far as Texas, in its

1929 law, in its antipathy to state aid. This law pro-

vides (Section 14): "No funds received for school pur-

poses from the state available school fund....shall be

used for the establishment, suport, and maintenance

of the junior college, and provided further that the

legislature shall not make an appropriation out of the

General 1und of the state for the establishment, sup-

port, or maintenance of any junior college established

or that may be established under the provisions of this
8

Act.

7
VT. C. rells, The Junior College, p. 527.
T
Texasrunicipa~l Junior Collees, p. 17.
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Chapter IV
ADMINISTRATIVE AND INSTRUCTIONAL STAFFS

OF TEXAS JUNIOR COLLEGES

A. field for enlightening study is presented in the

faculty situations in Texas junior colleges, where teach-

ers are found having a variety of training, experience,

duties, and activities.

The title applied to the chief administrative officer

does not vary considerably. "President" is used by most

of the institutions in this survey, with only a few not-

able exceptions. The two state junior colleges, being

under the control of the Agricultural and Mechanical Col-

lege of Texas and its president, use the title of *dean'

for their administrative heads. The Terrill Preparatory

School and Junior College for Boys is under the direction

of the "headmaster, ' this term being the usual designation

for the director of the English type of boys' preparatory

school. "Principal" is the title of the administrative

official at The Miss Hockaday School for Girls. Both of

these institutions were originally preparatory schools

exclusively, and later added their two years of college

work. DirectortI is applied to the executive of the San

Antonio Junior College (municipal).

Desire for educational advancement is evidenced by

the continued professional training of some of the



administrators. All except one, according to the junior

college catalogs, have bachelor's degrees. Although some

of the instructors, particularly department heads, have

Ph. D. degrees, no administrator has this degree. An

exception to the latter statement exists, however, in the

unusual administrative arrangement at Hardin Junior Col-

lege, the successor to the Wichita Falls Junior College.

The catalog lists its "officers of administration1 as

follows: "H. D. Fillers, M. A., Columbia University,

President; George M. Crutsinger, Ph. D., Columbia Univer-

sity, Director and Dean. Dr. Crutsinger, who was

appointed Director August 1, 1936, was formerly Professor

of Education at North Texas State Teachers College, and

is Visiting Professor the* during th sumer of 1936.

Every agency states certain minimum standards of

preparation and qualifications for junior college instruc-

tors. (No standards are set for administrators.) All

agree that the instructors must have the bachelor's degree,

and most of them require a year of graduate work in addi-

tion. In a few cases this is 1 recommended or required

of only a portion of the instructors. Many say the mas-

ter's degree or its equivalent; in some cases it is

required that this degree be taken in the subject taught

in the junior college. Several also state a requirement

of teaching efficiency or ability, although no way of

measuring this is suggested.



The American Association of Junior Colleges, in the

standards adopted at the tenth annual meeting at Atlantic

City, November 20, 1929, states the following: The min-

imur preparation of teachers shall not be less than the

equivalent of one year of work satisfactorily completed

in a graduate school of recognized standing, it being

assumed that teachers already hold the baccalaureate de-

gree." The old standards of the Association, adopted at

the fifth annual meeting at Cincinnati, February 21,

1925, are identical in regard to faculty training stand-

ards, except for the inclusion then of this provision:

'Efficiency of teaching, as well as training, both gen-

eral and specific in the subject to be taught, shall also

be taken into account."

The municipal junior colleges, with approximately

two exceptions in each institution, have instructors with

nothing less than master's degrees. While the possession

of this degree is no criterion of teaching ability or

success, it does assure a certain maturity in addition to

specialized knowledge of a particular field .

The percentage of Texas junior college instructors

with doctor's degrees is 1.2%. Over 98% of the instruc-

tion in the junior colleges of the state is being given

by men and women without the doctor's degree. This fact

may indicate that junior college administrators are

29
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likely to discount somewhat heavily the possession of the

Ph. D. degree as a marked asset for a junior college in-

structor. The principal argument against this degree is

in the fact that it is essentially a research degree, in-

dicating ability in original investigation, and not abil-

ity in teaching, which is the prime requisite of the

junior college.

Teachers in the junior colleges of Texas have been

granted degrees from colleges and universities in all

parts of the United States. These instructors therefore

bring to Texas junior colleges a wide and varied train-

ing. In institutions of this type this diversified

training is important, because it fills a need for bet-

ter equipped instructors. Moreover, a faculty composed

of teachers trained in different sections of the country

tends to give a cosmopolitan atmosphere to the institutn.

In view of the current criticism of the provincialism in

junior colleges, brought about by the necessarily local

student body situation, this broad educational experience

and travel is of the utmost importance.

Often instructors must handle work in two depart-

ments, and successful teaching of this kind demands ver-

satility as well as thorough preparation. Training and

experience are obviously essential for the accomplish-

ment of the desired result in such cases.

l
W. C. Fells, The Junior College, p. 122.



Many of the junior colleges have a dean of men.

This official has special control over the problems of

discipline and guidance for men, often having the

responsibility for men's extra-curricular activities.

The duties of the dean of men are not fully standard-

ized. They vary considerably with the size of the

institution, the man's personality, and his teaching and

other duties. Generally speaking, the duties and respon-

sibilities of the junior college dean of men may be said

to be closely analogous to those of the dean of men in

four-year colleges and universities.

The dean of women is an administrative officer found

in many institutions, even in junior colleges having very

small enrollments. The qualifications of the dean of

women, as stated by the deans themselves, include the

following: tact, self-control, patience, sympathy, dig-

nity, firmness, fairness, broad standards in dress and

social conduct, good health, sense of humor, resource-

fulness, Christian character, good judgment, personality,

poise, at least a bachelor's degree, analytical ability,

and unselfishness. A woman having all these qualities

would be indeed a paragon of all virtues. The duties of

the dean of women are administrative, advisory, academic,

and social.



In an analysis of the duties and qualifications of

the dean of women, Miss Pauline Callender concludes

that: "The place of the dean of women in the junior

college is not yet definitely fixed, but while the dean

is going through this fixing process, if she is a prophet,

a dean with vision, she will select the worthwhile and

lasting elements, discard the rest, and build for herself

a place indispensable in the lives of college girls."

The registrar, who keeps the records and makes re-

ports on all students in the college, is indispensable.

This is suggested by the fact that all junior colleges in

this survey employ registrars. Some of the registrars

have other administrative duties, and several are listed

in catalogs as "Assistant to the President," alongside

the title of Registrar. The junior college registrar is

the liaison officer with the high schools on the one

hand, whose graduates are received by the junior college,

and with the universities on the other, to whose upper

divisions many of his students later transfer.

Pauline Callender, "The Dean of Women: Her Place
in the Junior College', in jirginia Teacher, Vol. 8, p.
136 (ay, 1927).
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Chapter V

T)XAS JUNIOR COLlIGE LIBRARIES

The junior college library has not received the

recognition and emphasis that it merits in most of the

institutions of the country. Standards have been low,

actuality has been lower, facilities have been inadequate,

administrators have slighted it when budgets were made,

and investigators have usually ignored it in published
1

studies.

A better aspect appears in the Texas junior college

library situation, however. Most of the junior college

catalogs mention library facilities, and the following

figures are available:
2

No. Vols.

Aiarillo College, Amarillo............ (not reported)
Blinn College, Brenham................ 4,605
Brownsville College, Brownsville...... 4,623
Clarendon College, Clarendon.......... 7,458
Clifton College, Clifton.............. 3,278
College of Marshall, Marshall......... 3,949
Decatur Baptist College, Decatur...... 3,984
Edinburg, College, Edinburg.......... 4,260
Gainesville Junior College, Gainesville5,100
Hillsboro Junior College, Hillsboro... 3,812
Jacksonville College, Jacksonville.... 3,900
John Tarleton Agricultural College,

Stephenville............. ......... 15,500(includ.-
ing 1,000 Government publications

Lamar Junior College, Beaumont.,,.... 5,654
Lon Morris College, Jacksonville...... 4,000
Lutheran College, Seguin............. 6,500
Mary Allen Junior College, Crockett... 2,920
North Texas Agricultural College,

Arlington........................ 6,946

W. C. Fells, The Junior College, p.419.
2

Texas Almanac, 1933, p. 305.
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Paris Junior College, Paris . .. .. . 4,300
Ranger Junior College, Ranger......... 6,000
Saint Philip's Junior College, San

Antonio...................*.... 2,000
San Angelo Junior College, San Angelo. 2,965
San Antonio Junior College, San

Antonio ... *..... . ........... 3,796

Schreiner Institute, Kerrville........ 3,800
Temple Junior College, Temple........ 1,035
Texas Military College, Terrell....... 3,360
Texarkana Junior College, Texarkana... (not reported)
Tyler Junior College, Tyler.......... 6,573
Victoria Junior College, Victoria..... 5,285
Wayland Baptist College, Plainview.... 4,000
Weatherford College, Weatherford...... 4,969
Wesley College, Greenville...,....... 6,000
Westminster College, Tehuacana........ 4,283
Wichita Falls Junior College, Wichita

Falls.. .. . ... 9................... 5,653

These figures are favorably impressive when

compared to the standard set by the Association of Texas

Colleges in 1928, which specifies 2000 volumes, bearing

specifically upon subjects taught. The American Associa-

tion of Junior Colleges, at their 1929 meeting, set a

standard of 3,500 volumes, and periodicals and reading

room, and annual appropriation of $500. The Association

of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the Southern States,

in 1923, specified 2,500 volumes, exclusive of government
3

documents, and an annual income of $500. Texas junior

colleges do not indicate the annual expenditures for

libraries, but make vague generalizations regarding con-

tinued accessions.

3
Vt. C. Bells, The Junior College, p. 180.



In the sixteen municipal junior colleges of Texas,

in 1928-29, trained librarians were employed in all but

three of the institutions. In only six of them was the

junior college library distinct from the high school

library. One had a separate library building, valued at

$30,000. In most instances, in Texas and elsewhere, the

public junior college library has been built upon the

high school library with some saving in costs, especially

in the use of reference works, biography, and classics.

The danger in such a method, however, is in relying too

much on books suitable for distinctly high school in-
4

struction.

The amount actually spent for the purchase of books

during the year, as reported to Mells by fourteen of the

colleges, varied from $250 to $5,152, the latter being

for an initial purchase for the new institution at San

Angelo. The median figure, which in this case is prob-

ably most representative, was $500. Ten of the institu-

tions fell below the $800 recommended by the American
5

Association of Junior Colleges.

4
W. C. :ells, The Junior College, p. 450.

5
Texas unicipal Junior Colleges, p. 81.
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Mere number of volumes, of course, is no guarantee

that they are up-to-date and well balanced. No standards

for desirable distribution of books by departments have

been made. The actual distribution of 45,966 books by

subject matter, for the sixteen Texas municipal institu-

tions in 1928-29, was as follows:

English.,................... 38.9%
History and Social Science. 23.8
Education and Psychology... 12.9
Mathematics... .. ". ...... 2.0
Natural Science............ 6.4
L atin. ! . ... .... .. .. . 0.5
ModerniLanguage............ 4.9
Home Economics............. 3.0
Art....... ............. ... 0.6
Music.. . . .. e. ee.e..... e.. 0.6
Commercial. ........ "........ 1.2

Reference.................. 3.5

Iriscellaneous.............. 1.7
100.0

6
These figures seem to indicate that the libraries were

remarkably heavily weighted with Thglish and the social

sciences.

A comparison should be interesting between the

relatively new Texas municipal junior colleges and the

junior colleges of Calitornia. Miss Flora B. Ludington,

of the Mills College library, in 1927 studied the li-

braries in twenty-two California junior colleges (names

not given). Seven were found that operated their li-

braries exclusively for their own students; twelve

VW. C. Bells, The Junior Colle, p. 451.



operated with the high school library, only one of which

made special provision for junior college students; and

one operated with a public library. The junior colleges

with separate libraries reported an initial stock of ten

books per student, and accessions of 2.6 books per stu-
7

dent during the previous year.

7
Ibid., p. 451.
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Chapter VI

TEXAS MUNICIPAL JUNIOIR COLLEGES

The accompanying graph is presented in order to show

the growth in numbers of the sixteen municipal junior col-

leges. This does not take into account one such college

organized before 1922 and subsequently abandoned. There

were within the state in 1922, when the first of the pre-

sent group of municipal junior colleges was organized,

fifteen independent junior colleges, whereas there are

twenty of that type today. There were in all forty-three

colleges for white students whereas there are sixty-nine

at present. In 1922 the sentiment in favor of public con-

trol of junior colleges was hardly apparent except in two

or three centers, but by 1926 sentiment had spread through-

out the state and today it might be said that there is a

state-wide sympathy for the publicly controlled junior col-

lege movement which has found its climax in the legislation

enacted by the Forty-first Legislature in 1929. "It is a

matter of conjecture as to whether the new junior college

law will encourage the continuous growth in numbers of this
1

type of institution."

The Wichita Falls Junior College, now Hardin Junior

T
Texas Mnicipal Junior Co 1,ej e, p. 7.
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College, the culminating unit of the Wichita Falls public

school system, began in September, 1922, under the control

of the trustees of the Wichita Falls Independent School

District. The enrollment for the first year, not counting
2

that of the summer school, was fifty-five (freshmen only).

This, the oldest of the municipal junior colleges in

Texas, endeavors to give its students, through a close

personal touch between them and the faculty and under a

home environment, two years of work beyond the high school

grade that will meet the needs of those (1) who intend to

complete an academic course, (2) who plan to attend pro-

fessional schools, or (3) who expect to enter their life's
3

work after leaving junior college.'

The new catalog of Hardin Junior College also gives

the following information: The college faculty has been

chosen from a select group holding advanced degrees from

universities such as Texas, Southern Methodist, Baylor,

Chicago, Harvard, Mexico, Colorado, Iowa, Oklahoma, Pea-

body, Columbia, and Texas Christian. Many of this group

have training exceeding the M. A. degree.

"Hardin Junior College is ranked first class by the

State Department of Education, is a member of the

3Wichita Falls Junior College Catalog, 1926-27, p. 8.
3
Hardin Junior College Catalog, 1936-37, p. 9.
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Association of Texas Colleges, and is also a member of the

American Association of Junior Colleges. Consequent to

this recognition state teachers' certificates of the first

class are given by the State Department of Education to

students of the Junior College who have prepared to teach,

and the senior colleges accept the graduates giving credit

for the work done here on the same basis as that given for
4

work done in any other college of first-class rank.a

Having the distinction of being the first municipal

college in Texas to occupy a building separate and apart

from a high school building, Paris Junior College is one

of the successful pioneers in the municipal field.

On June 24, 1924, the board of trustees o the Paris

city schools voted to establish a municipal junior college

for Paris and northeast Texas. A wing o the Paris I igh

School provided recitation rooms, and on September 14,

1924, ninety-three students registered. Later, thirty-

three enrolled for special work.

aThrough the aid of various organizations and with

money from the college funds, a library of 2,250 books

was provided for the first year. After an inspection of

the work of the college by Dr. Peyton Irving, the Depart-

ment of Education of Texas recognized the full two years
of college work. 4a

4

4aHard in Junior College Catalog, 1936-37, p. 8.

Pa is Junior college Catalog, 1936-37, p. 7.



The second year of the college demonstrated the suc-

cess of the junior college movement in this part of the

state. Two hundred students registered. A class of twen-

ty-five graduated at the close of the regular session and

ten at the close of the summer session. Some of these

graduates entered the profession of teaching in Paris and

the surrounding vicinity while others entered senior col-

leges and universities to complete the work on their

degrees. It was in the second year that the college be-

came a member of the Texas Association of Colleges and

the Junior College Athletic Association of Texas.

The completion of the twelfth year (1935-36) has been

marked by the addition of equipment in all departments.

The library now contains 5,600 volumes, according to the

college catalog.

In 1924, the Department of Education of Texas recog-

nized Paris Junior College as a standard two-year institu-

tion. In the same year, the Texas Association of Colleges

ranked it as a junior college of the first class.

In December, 1934, Paris Junior College was admitted

to the Southern Association of Secondary Schools and Col-

leges, the highest affiliation possible for a junior col-

lege.



"During 1935-36, over a hundred of the graduates of

Paris Junior College were attending various universities
5

and senior colleges.:

During 1926, the year which saw considerable activity

in municipal junior college organization, the Tyler Junior

College was organized. This school, one of the few Texas

junior colleges to be a member of the Association of Col-

leges and Secondary Schools for the Southern States, pro-

vides the following historical information in its catalog:
The average attendance of the College for the past eight

years will exceed one hundred twenty students per year.

If this number of students had attended a State school, it

would have cost them and the State at least X120,000.00 per

year, or a total of 960,000.C0 for the eight years. The

cost of instruction of the same number of students in the

Tyler Junior College has been approximately 268,000.00,

a saving to the community of well over 4650,000.00. Not

only has the College saved the community thousands of

dollars, but the institution has made it possible for hun-

dreds of young men and women to attend college who other-

wise would not have gone to school.t

Incidentally, Tyler Junior College is the only insti-

tution in this survey which makes any suggestion similar

to the following in its catalog; Each student should

5
Paris Junior College Catalog, 1936-37, p. 9.



secure a copy of the catalog of the institution to which

he intends to transfer later, and he should meet the
speci rements of that institution.

Lamar Junior College has a campus of sixteen acres,

which affords ample space for such forms of athletics as

football, baseball, track, and basket ball.

A new Administration Building was erected this year.

This building contains classrooms and a large library. The
auditorium proper seats 525 and has a large stage equipped
with the very latest and most approved stage scenery.

Lamar College offers credit courses in Music during
the session 1936-37. The Music Department is housed in a
separate building planned specifically for these courses.

As regards scholastic preparation and teaching exper-
ience of its faculty, plant, equipment, and standard work
offered, Lamar College more than meets the usual require-

ments for Junior College work. The ranking of the college
will naturally depend largely on the character of work done

by its students, and every effort is being made to maintain
a high standard in this respect. Students are requested to
withdraw who fail to do passing work in at least three sub-

jects.

The College student body and faculty is housed in a
separate building from that of the High School; this-



enables the college to maintain its own daily program,

thereby permitting greater freedom to college students and
6

the development of a better college atmosphere.

Ranger Junior College was established in 1926 to fill

a greatly-felt need for an easily accessible public junior

college in the heart of the Oil Belt. It secured recogni-

tion by the State Department of Education the first year

,s a first class junior college, and the following year

it was affiliated with the Association of Texas Colleges

and also the American Association of Junior Colleges.

The Junior College is housed on the top floor of the

Senior High School building of Ranger, one of the most

spacious and best equipped buildings in the country. The

laboratories are ample for all general courses in chemistry,

zoology, mature study and organic chemistry, the sciences

offered in the college.

The Library of the Senior High School and College con-

tains over six thousand volumes. The library is the pride

of the school and constitutes one of the best equipped and

serviceable public school libraries in the state.

Two splendid buildings have been added during the past

year and are ready for use in 1936 -37, namely the Girls's

6
Fourteenth Annual Bulletin of Lamar College, 1936-34,

pp. 7-9.



Dormitory and Industrial Arts Building, and the Recreation
7

Building, a new gymnasium-auditorium.

Under the leadership of public-spirited citizens of

Hillsboro, the Hillsboro Junior College was organized in

1923 and placed under the control of the Board of Education

of the c ity as the culminating department of the city school

system. The superintendent of the City Schools is president

of the Junior College. A complete reorganization of the

entire school system has been effected for the purpose of

advancing the educational interests of Hillsboro and vicin-

ity. Economy and efficiency characterize the entire organ-

ization.

The distinguishing features of the Hillsboro system

is the four-year Junior College composed of the last two

years of high school work and the, first two years of col-

lege work, all blended into one school. The four-year unit

gives time and opportunity to plan and carry into effect a

program of study and other activity which will prepare the

student either for further study in the university or for

positions of leadership in the affairs of life.

By receiving these last two years of his training in

the Junior College instead of in a university, the student

remains under home influence two years longer.3

7
The Raner Review, 1936, pp . 2, 26.

8HC,
Hillsboro Junior College Catalog, 1936-37, p. 3.



At Hillsboro orchestra and glee clubs were placed

before athletics, until recently when athletics assumed a

place in the major activities.

The San Angelo College was established in 1928 at a

cost of more than 1;250,000.00, the result of a municipal

bond issue, and is controlled by the Board of Education and

the Superintendent of Schools, who is also the President of

the College. It contains a library of some 4,000 volumes,

finely equipped laboratories for Biology, Chemistry and

Physics, Typing, Shorthand and Accounting, a beautiful

auditorium, and an excellent cafeteria.

With the completion of the new $75,000 gymnasium

the College has inaugurated a two year course of Physical

Education for all students. These courses will follow

similar courses offered by Senior Colleges, and will be

compulsory except in cases where physicians advise to the

contrary. This will absolve the two-year physical educa-

tion requirements of other colleges.

The college is deeply interested in aiding in whatever

way it can those who seek an education but who for finan-

cial reasons find it difficult to acquire it. To do this,

it keeps in touch with part-time places open to students

who may thereby work to pay at least a part of their ex-

penses. It has placed students in several such places in

past years.



The Massie Memorial Fund of 250,Ono is established
9

to help worthy students of this college.

In 1868 the foundation of the Weatherford Masonic In-

stitute was laid. In 1875 the Weatherford High School

Association was organized to complete the Weatherford

Masonic Institute. School was taught in the east part of

the present building.

In 1884 the school was named Cleveland College in

honor of Grover Cleveland as the first democratic president

after the Civil 'War. The buildings and campus of the pre-

ceding schools were donated to the newly chartered Weather-

ford College in 1889.

In 1889 the charter of the Weatherford District Col-

lege, formerly located at Granbury, Texas, was moved to

Weatherford and the name of the school was changed from

Granbury College to Weatherford College.

In 1893 the west part of the building was erected

partially on the newly purchased land and partially on

land formerly a part of College Avenue. In 1913 the Central

Texas Conference acquired Ieatherford College.

Weatherford College is one of the largest denomina-

tional junior colleges in Texas. It is now the property

9

11.
The San Angelo College Bulletin, 1934-35, pp. 5, 10,



of the Central Texas Conference of the Methodist t4iseo-

pal Church, South.

In 1924 Weatherford College received an endowment

fund from the estate left by J. R. Scouts of Ieatherford

for approximately $60,000.00. This endowment has placed

Weatherford College on a firm financial footing and gives

it a splendid financial backing. In 1929 the E. D. Farmer
9a

estate added $5,000.00 to this fund.

The Texarkana College was established at Texarkana,

Texas, in 1927. Eight years of successful work hare been

completed. The enrollment has about doubled in this time.

The college has furnished the opportunity for two years

of college work to a large number of girls and boys who

otherwise would not have had this advantage.

The Texarkana College has the highest ranking obtain-

able by this type of institution. In December, 1931, the

college was accredited by the Association of Colleges and

Secondary Schools of the Southern States. This distinc-

tion has been attained by only three other Municipal Col-

leges in Texas.

The Texarkana College is rated as first class by the

Department of Education of both Arkansas and Texas, and

work done here is acceptable for teachers' certificates

in both states.

9a
Weatherford College Bulletin, April, 1936, p. 36.



Athletics, the College paper and year-book, the drama-

tic club, and other student organizations furnish an oppor-

tunity for the development of initiative and leadership

among the students.

Strict adherence to the rules of the Texas Junior Col-

lege Athletic Association is followed in participation in
10

all athletic contests.

Two colleges have been located in the town of Claren-

don. The first, known as Clarendon College, was established

in 1898 by the Methodist Episcopal Church, South and was

successfully administered by that body as a junior college

through the first quarter of the twentieth century. A
change from junior to senior college standing in 1926 was

transitory and unsuccessful, however, and Clarendon College

was removed, the school property being subsequently sold to

the Clarendon Independent School Board. The second, the

present Clarendon Junior College, established in 1927, is

a non-sectarian junior college, maintained by a tax upon

property in the Clarendon Independent School District,

joined by eight neighboring school districts. Although
the latter institution is in no way a successor of the

former, it enjoys the support of the citizens long accus-

tomed to supporting a college.

10
The Texarkana College Bulletin 1934-35, pp . 6-7.



As for facilities, Clarendon Junior College offers to

its students a library of seven thousand volumes, adequate

equipment for both scientific and commercial courses, and

studios for the teaching of artistic courses. The 7,183

volumes have been catalogued and a competent librarian gives

full time in assisting students to locate material. The

aim of the library is to keep the student informed on cur-
11

rent affairs as well as past affairs.

Temple Junior College opened its first session Septem-

ber 13, 1926. Difficulties have been surmounted and prob-

lems have been solved and after eight years of progress we

find the College on a solid financial and educational basis.

It is an essential part of Temple's educational system and

an influential factor in the cultural life of the community.

The year 1935-36 was one of the most successful and at the

present writing the outlook for 1936-37 is very promising.

Temple Junior College has been approved by the State

Department of Education, by the Association of Texas Col-

leges, and by the Southern Association of Colleges and

Secondary Schools. Graduates may enter any college or

university with junior standing.

A splendid program of extra-curricular activity is

11
Clarendon Junior College Bulletin 1934-35, pp. 6-7.



emphasized. The literary, as well as athletic activity,

constitutes a major part. The annual State Meet of the

Junior College Debating and Oratorical Association has

been held in Temple since 1929. Temple Junior College

students have won many victories in these meets. In Ath-

letics the basket ball teams have always made good records.

Golf was added in 1934-35 and a splendid record was achieved.

The Kiwanis Club of Temple gives a Kiwanis Award to

the best all-round student in the graduating6 class. The

winner is selected by the faculty. All things being equal,

the selection is based on scholarship and service to the
12

College in general.

The San Antonio Junior College was established in Sep-

tember, 1925, by the University of Texas working in conjunc-

tion with the San Antonio Board of Education. According to

the plan agreed upon, the Board of Education furnished all

physical equipment, while the University had complete charge

of everything pertaining to the administration of the Col-

lege.

During the first year of its existence the College

was known as the University Junior College , and its classes

were held during the afternoon and evening in Main Avenue

High School Building after high school had been dismissed

12
Temple Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 4, 15.
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for the day. There were enrolled during this first year

201 students, 60 of whom did part-time work.

Having demonstrated that such a Junior College in San

Antonio was self-supporting in so far as the cost of in-

struction was concerned, the University withdrew from the

project at the end of the first year, and since that time

the College has been under the supervise ion of the San

Antonio Board of Education and has been known as the San

Antonio. Junior College .

In September, 1926, the College was removed to a

separate building, formerly the Thomas Nelson Page Junior

School, and began its work as a day school, although night

classes were still conducted in English, history, mathema-

tics, and education. The steady increase in enrollment

brought about by changing to a day school and enriching

the curriculum would seem to indicate that the College

is filling a real need in San Antonio.

When the San Antonio Junior College was established

in September, 1925, all courses offered were parallels of

courses in the University of Texas, and the standard of

work required for credit was the same as that required

in the University. Since the University severed its

official connection with the College, it has beerone of



the chief aims of the College to maintain this high stan-

dard of work.

The library of the College contains approximately

5,000 volumes bearing specifically on the work done inhe

college. An amount of approximately ql, 00 is available

each year for the purchase of new books, and as this money

is derived from student fees the amount will naturally in-

crease with the enrollment as needed.

The College is located within three blocks of the

municipal library, and that makes it conveniently accessible
13

to college students.

The enactment creating the University of Houston was

officially adopted April 30, 1934, by the Board of Educa-
tion. with this enactment four of the reasons for the

establishment of the university were presented. They are

as follows: c.) To provide practical education for employed

adults in co-operation with local business and industrial

concerns; (2) To provide opportunities for higher education

for those who must go to work immediately after finishing

high school; (3) To provide opportunities for cultural ad-

vancement and general self-improvement desired by many

13
The San Antonio Junior College Bulletin, 1935-36,

pp. 9, 13-14.



persons who, because of technical prerequisites, are fre-

quently debarred from such opportunities; (4) To provide

higher education for ugh school graduates who for various

reasons can not leave home to go to college.

The University is planned as a service institution

for Houston and the adjoining communities. It is composed

of the Houston Junior College and the upper division, or

senior college.

Included in the Junior College are a day branch, known

as the "General College" because of the type of work it

offers, and an afternoon and evening branch, which offers

the regular freshman and sophomore courses as given in the

first two years of the ordinary college of arts and sciences.

The upper, or senior, division is composed of two

colleges, namely, the College of Arts and Sciences and the

College of Community Service.

The College of Arts and Sciences includes a broad

program of advanced courses built on the work of either

branch of the Junior College.

The College of Community Service has been established

to make possible the organization of courses at any time

or at any place, with or without college credit. In this

service division, training either practical or cultural

may be provided as a demand is realized and as facilities

are available.



The work of the General College is grouped into four

divisions, including in their scope the major branches of

human know-ledge. These divisions are designated as follows:

the Social Sciences, the Biological Soiences, the Physical

Sciences, and Language and Fine Arts. The purpose of these

broad divisions is to bring together in their true place

the naturally related but academically dissociated studies

that compose the usual college curriculum.

Students who have completed the General College, the

day branch of the Junior College, and are recommended by

the director for upper division work, are accepted for full

admission to the College of Arts and Sciences.

Students who have completed the Junior College, evening

divisions, with 60 semester hours credit are given full

admission to the College of Arts and Sciences . Part time

students and special students needing work in special divis-

ions are admitted to these divisions if they have to their
14

credit the proper prerequisit courses.

The Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas is located some

distance from most of the colleges and universities of Texas.

Long ago people with vision recognized the need of a college.

Because of difficulties, chiefly financial, no single town

14
University of Houston Catalog, 1936-37, pp. 9, 10,35, 57.



felt able or willing to assume the responsibility of estab-

lishing and maintaining a college. In the fall of 1926, the

Board of Education of the Brownsville Independent School

District authorized the establishment of the Brownsville

Junior College. The college has proved to be a success in

the short period of ten years, and it promises to grow into

an even larger institution, which will serve neighboring

towns and communities .

The plans for a Junior College were not announced to

the public until the early days of September, 1926. Most

of the prospective students had already made plans to

attend college elsewhere. In spite of difficulties, the

enrollment was 84. In 1931-32 the enrollment was 228.

The athletic program of the Junior College includes

such athletic contests as are generally a part of the

program of other Texas colleges. Good, wholesome, clean

sport is encouraged in every way, and an effort is made to

interest every student in some part of the program. The

College is a member of the Texas Junior College Athletic
15

Association.

Adjoining the campus is a ten-acre athletic field which

includes football fields, tennis courts, basket ball courts,
volley ball courts, a baseball diamond, and a track.

15
Brownsville Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 12,

13, 17.



In addition to the regular classroom work, the Junior

College stands ready to offer educational service to the

citizens of Brownsville and the surrounding territory.

The Junior College is always willing to arrange courses

for the benefit of those who are unable to attend the regu-

lar classes.

Edinburg is in the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas.

PEdinburg Junior College is one of the ten schools of Edin-

bg Consolidated Independent School District which covers

945 square miles and operates twenty-seven busses.

Edinburg Junior College buildings and grounds cover

nine blocks in the city of Edinburg.

A college bus starts at Mercedes and goes through

Weslaco, Donna, Alamo, San Juan, and Pharr. Another bus
starts at Mission and goes through Sharyland and McAllen.

Another starts at Hargill and goes through Elsa. -,n exper-

ienced driver who is over nineteen years of age may earn

his college ex enses by driving a bus.

The Library contains 7,128 volumes. In 1930 there

was started a collection of current literature for the

use of adults who do not attend college.

Edinburg Junior College conducts a division of Exten-

sion and Adult Education. This division is concerned with

providing suitable meetings, lectures, and instruction for



persons who cannot take advantage of the day or regular
16

classes. Faculty members who present any of the courses

offered in this division are members of the division.

Edinburg Junior College is offering a number of even-

ing classes in the field of business as well as courses in

other fields. The schedule of classes will allow a student,

by attending three hours each evening for four evenings

each week, to take the equivalent of a commercial school

or college course.

The Victoria Junior College was established as a part

of the Victoria City school system on February 4, 1925.

Modern class rooms, laboratories, auditorium, library, and

all other conveniences are available for use by the col-

lege students.

The Victoria Junior College instructors, as a rule,

are equal in scholarship, have more heart interest in the

work, and usually are more experienced than instructors

of similar grades in larger universities and colleges.17

The Victoria Junior College encourages athletics and

club activities of the proper type, believing that such

activities build a splendid moral and furnish experiences

16
Edinburg Junior Cole Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 7, 15,

19, 35, 36.
17

Victoria Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 4, 5,
11, 27, 30.



which are conducive to the best development of the student.

In 1926 Victoria Junior College graduated two students. In
18

1936 there were thirty-three graduates.

The purpose of the Gainesville Junior College is to offer

the first two years of general college work that will meet

the demands of four types of students: those who expect to

pursue general college work beyond the first two years;

those who plan to enter professional schools; those who are

planning to enter the teaching profession; and those who

desire a practical business preparation for life !s work

upon leaving college.

At present the College is housed in the Newsome

Dougherty Memorial High School Building in the south part

of the city. The c omercial, chemistry, biology, and home

economics laboratories are supplied with modern equipment.

The class rooms are steam heated, well lighted, and care-

fully ventilated. Students have access to the gymnasium,

lockers and showers, to the concrete tennis courts, and

to the new Leeper stadium.

The fundamental rule for all students is to do right.

The discipline of the institution is in the hands of the
19

discipline committee co-operating with the President.

18
Victoria Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp .27-30.

19
Gainesville Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 6,

9.
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Chapter VII

TEXAS PRIVATE AID DENOMINATIONA. INSTITUTIONS

In 1916 Westminster College, a Methodist institution

at Tehuacana, became a junior college, "the first to be
1

officially accredited in Texas.'t This year also marks

the date of the opening of the Texas Military College at

Terrell. The following year saw the establishment of the

two state junior colleges, John Tarleton Agricultural

College at Stephenville and North Texas Agricultural

College at Arlington. This was followed by very little

junior college establishment until 1922, when an active

period for the creation of municipal junior institutions

began. Since 1923 only three denominational junior col-

leges have been founded, all of which were of short dura-

tion.

The introduction of junior colleges, defined as

institutions offering the equivalent of the first two

years' university work, is essentially a twentieth-cen-

tury development. In the case of the publicly controlled

junior college (state or municipal), all significant

organizational activity in Texas dates from 1917.

Thorp Spring Christian College, founded at Thorp

Spring by the Church of Christ in 1869 and no longer

,
Westminster College, Annual Catalog, 1935-36, p. 6.



existing, was the earliest founded institution later to be
2

classified as a junior college. An earlier date, however,

is brought to attention as relevant to the history of The

College of Marshall, in the following statement in the cata-

log of that school: The pioneers who established their

residences in Marshall and Harrison county in the first

half of the nineteenth century came here with the determin-

ation that their children should have educational advan-

tages as good as the best. To this end, there was estab-

lished in Marshall in 1843 the Masonic Female Institute,

which did laudable work for many years. For the higher

education of their sons the citizens established Marshall

University in 1842, which was the Alma Mater of some of

Texas' foremost citizens. These two institutions gave

the town a true college spirit, and when the College of

Marshall came into being to supplant the two that had

been discontinued, the city rallied to the support of the
3

new endeavor ." The college of Marshall was organized in

1917.

Kidd-Key College (for women), organized in Sherman by

2
Conclusion reached from information in table concern-

ing private junior colleges, in F. L. Whitney, The Junior
College in 4Anerica, appen., p. 251.

3
The College of Marshall Bulletin (Catalog number),

Vol. XX, No. 3 (1936-37 announcements), p . 7.



the Christian Church in 1871, was one of the early Texas

collegiate institutions, functioning with distinction

until it was disbanded in 1934. For many years Kidd-

Key was accorded a place of prominence as a conservatory

of music, owing much of its prestige to Harold von

Mickwitz, noted Finnish pianist and musical pedagogue.

Lon Morris College, Jacksonville, is "the oldest
4

college in East Texas." Its history is described in

its catalog as follows: "Nineteen hundred Thirty-six is

the sixty-fourth year of this grand old institution which

was founded as Alexander Institute at Kilgore, Texas, in

1873. In 1875 it was turned over to the East Texas Con-

ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. It

1886 it became a chartered institution and in 1894 was
5

removed to Jacksonville, Texas."

Established in 1883, Blinn College has experienced

many vicissitudes, as shown by the following catalog

historical statement: "Blinn College, a pri ate, non-

sectarian junior college, is located at Brenham, Texas.

For fifty-one years the Southern German Conference of the

Methodist denomination maintained the institution. The

school was founded in 1883 under the name of Mission

Institute, and in 1889 the name was changed to Blinn

4
Lon Morris College Bulletin, Vol. XLIV, No. 1, June,

1936, p. 9.
5
Ibid.



Memorial College in honor of the Reverend Christian Blinn

of New York, who donated a considerable sUm of money to

make the school possible. The institution was of academy

rank until 1927, when it was organized as a junior college.

It was merged with Southwestern University in 1930. In

1933 the Methodist Church discontinued its support of

the school. A new charter was procured by a number of

citizens of Brenham, and a private, non-sectarian junior

college under the name of Blinn College was organized with

nine regents as the board of control. In 1935 the charter

was amended so that not more than seven nor fewer than four

regents could be elected, four of whom are members of the
6

board by virtue of being officers of the college ."

Blinn College and the Terrill Preparatory School and

Junior College for Boys are the only existing private

institutions in this survey which were originally of

academy or preparatory school rank; they both are continu-

ing their pre-college work. Numerous other private schools

were organized with both preparatory and junior college

divisions, while some of the municipal junior colleges

are outgrowths of their respective high schools.

Likewise revealing various changes in its program

6
Blinn College Catalog for 1935-36 (Announcements for

1936-37), p,. 3.
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is Westmoorland College at San Antonio, now entering the

senior college field. Its history is recounted as follows:

"Westmoorland College had its beginning in 1890 when the

West End Town Company of San Antonio granted to the West

Texas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

a tract of land to be used for a woman's college. On

September 6, 1894, the college, with Dr. J. E. Harrison as

president, first opened its doors to the public. A total

of twelve students, of whom three were boarders, attended

the first year.

"Until 1918 the College was known as the San Antonio

Female College; since that time it has operated under its

present name. In 1932, Westmoorland College entered the

field of co-education by admitting young men as day students

during the regular session. In 1933, the Board of Trustees

leased from the General Board of Missions the buildings,

formerly occupied by the Wesleyan Institute, which furnish

adequate dormitory facilities for men. The curriculum of

the College was enlarged to provide adequate training for

both men and women in junior college .

'At its meeting in June, 1934, the Board of Trustees

announced the initian of a four-year college in September,

1936. This action was confirmed by the West Texas

7
Westmoorland College Bulletin, Vol. XIV, No. 3 (April,

1936), p. 12.
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6:

Conference and accordingly Yestmoorland will open its doors
7

on September 22 next to senior college students."

Westminster College, according to its catalog, was

opened in 1895, in Collin County, Texas, under the direc-

tion of the Rev. James Lisbon Lawlis, D. D., a minister

in the Texas Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant

Church. 'A building was purchased, land secured, a village

laid out and a dormitory built. The town was named West-

minster in honor of a Methodist Protestant center of the

same name in Maryland. Professor Charles Oscar Stubbs

was elected president of the College of Arts and Sciences,

and Dr. Lawlis was placed at the head of the College of

Theology.

'The school was operated with marked success until

1902, when an opportunity was offered for its removal to

the present location at Tehuacana, Texas. After the death

of Dr. Lawlis in 1902, the Rev. Harry Heffner Price, A. M.,

became president of the College of Theology. After the

resignation of Professor Stubbs in 1906, the two colleges

were combined into one, Westminster College, with the Rev.

H. H. price, D. D., as president. Dr. Price was succeeded,

In 1912, by the Rev. J. C. Williams, D. D., who served as

7
Westmoorland College Bulletin, Vol. XIV, No. 3 (Apil,

1936), p. 12.



8

president until 1921.' In 1916 Westminster was accredited

by the State Department of Education as a junior college.

aThe oldest junior college west of the Mississippi

River" is the catalog description of Decatur Baptist

College, a co-educational school founded at Decatur in

1891. "Decatur Baptist College is the property of the

Baptists of Texas. It is under the supervision of the

Baptist General Convention of the state. It is a junior

college, correlated with Baylor University, and affiliated

with the State Department of Education, its graduates

being entitled to junior classification in all senior
9

colleges and universities." Decatur Baptist College

appears to have originally been privately owned, since

the catalog, in listing the presidents since it has been

"under denominational control," begins with 1898, seven

years after its founding.

The difficulty of determining which was first among

Texas junior colleges is attested by the following state-

ment: "Of the independent junior colleges in Texas it is

quite difficult to determine toe first to be established.

'Decatur College, established in 1891--the oldest junior

college west of the Mississippi river and 'Westminster

8
Westminster College, Annual Catalog, 1936-37, p. 6.
9
Decatur Baptist College Catalog (1936-37). p. 6.



College, opened in 1895--the oldest junior college in Texas';

if their catalogs may be credited. There is no evidence

that they were doing real junior college work at that time,

however. Others were founded earlier, as in other states,

but make no junior college claims for their early existence.

Decatur College (1898) seems to have the best claim to first
10

organization on a distinctly junior college bas is .

Greenville has had two junior colleges, the earlier

one being Burleson College, a co-educational institution

founded by the Baptist Church in 1895. This college had

as many as 375 students in 1926-27, of whom 265 were

freshmen and 110 sophomores. The next session the atten-

dance dropped to three hundred, 185 being freshmen and 115

sophomores. Financial difficulties forced the Baptist

Church to discontinue the school in 1929, after thirty-

four years of operation.

Wesley College, also co-educational and now at Green-
11

ville, was founded at Terrell in 1905. In 1912 it was

moved to Greenville, after having been under the leadership

of Dr e and Mrs. J. J. Morgan. Here "it has increased its

equipment, extended its patronage, and enlarged its use-

fulness under the successive presidents, Rev. D. H. Aston

(1912-1914), Mr. S. E. Green (1914-1919), and Rev. G. F.

10
W. C. Eells, The Junior M , p . 151.

F. L. Thitney, The Junior College in Anerica, appen.,
p. 250.



Winfield (1919-1923). On the first of March, 1923, Rev.

John E. Roach assumed the duties of President, George B.

Jackson having filled the place of Acting President during

the preceding nine months. On the first of March, 1925,

George B. Jackson succeeded Rev. Roach as president.

Wesley College is fostered by the Methodist Church, but
12

in its teachings it is non-sectarian.U

Wayland College was founded by the Staked Plains

Baptist Association in 1908. The school was made possible

through the gift of 10,000 from Dr. J. H. Wayland and wife

for whom the institution was named. The gift was after-

wards materially increased. Ground was broken for the ad-

ministration building in April, 1909, and work continued

a year before the college opened. In August, 1910, I. E.

Gates was chosen president and in September, the first

college year began. Through the difficulties incident to

a new school, Dr. Gates proved a wise and able president.

In 1913, Wayland College was correlated with the

Baptist Convention of Texas and admitted into the system

of schools as fostered by the Baptists of Texas to carry

on the great denominational work of the Pahhandle.

Wayland College was recognized as a standard junior

college in 1917. The school is now in the highest rank

12Wesley College Bulletin, Vol. XXIX, No. 3 (April,
1933), p. 8.



given to a junior college, and as a result, its graduates

enter the classes of colleges and universities throughout

the United States with a junior standing. The work of the

Academy is affiliated with the State Department of Educa-

tion.

Wayland College was admitted into membership in the

American Association of Junior Colleges in 1926. This
1$

college has a campus of thirty acres.

Jacksonville College is the product of an heroic

endeavor, and a magnificent self sacrifice.

Moved by the needs of a school in East Texas, a nun-

ber of earnest Baptists met in Palestine March, 1899, for

the purpose of perfecting an Educational Association that

should take under consideration the establishment of an

institution of learning providing for the development of

the young men and women within this scope of territory.

A permanent organization was formed under the name of

East Texas Educational Society.

Jacksonville was given the preference for the location

of the school, and the first session began September, 1899,

with an enrollment of thirty-four, in the upper rooms of a

large brick store building. The total enrollment the first

year was 82.

13
Wayland College Catalog 1935-36, pp. 6-7.
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The idea, in view, and since carried out, was the estab-

lishment of an orthodox Baptistschool; a school where young

men and women would receive the mental and moral training

that alone comes from such environment.

Jacksonville College soon outgrew the boundaries of

those upper rooms, and moved to the three-story brick

building on the summit of College Hill, surrounded by a
14

campus of about seven acres.

Jacksonville College is approved by the National Gov-

ernment as an acceptable school for immigrant students.

Each year more colleges and universities all over the

country are recognizing music in one or more of its branches

as a legitimate and desirable part of liberal education.

It has been the policy of Jacksonville College to

accentuate the fact that the broadest possible education

in music must mean a broad education in other lines as

well, and special attention is called to the Academic

opportunities offered in its curriculum.

Jacksonville College does not believe that athletics

ought in any way to interfere with study, but that the two

should work in harmony. A strong mind and a weak body is

abnormal development. Clean, wholesome athletic sports

are valuable factors in the moral, mental and physical edu-
15

cation.

14
Jacksonville College Bulletin 1936-37, p. 5.

15
Ibid., pp. 13-27.



Clifton Junior College opened in 1923 with an enroll-

ment of 17 in the College; enrollment increased gradually

until the maximum enrollment was reached in 1931 with a

total of 77. Prospects for a continual increase in the

enrollment are very bright.

A new enclosed athletic field has been added to the

College facilities. This field will be used for football,

baseball and track. The College has a unique plan where-

by all home games in football of both Clifton College and

Clifton High School are played on the College field. All

home games in basketball of both Clifton College and

Clifton High School are played in the Clifton High School

gymna s iumTf.

An Endowment Fund composed of gifts, bequests, lega-

cies, memorial funds, and subscriptions is continually

growing. A novel feature of Clifton College is the Clif-

ton College Living Endowment; this Endowment sponsored

and operated by the Clifton College Alumni Association,

was formed in 1933. The Association now numbers ninety-

five active members.

Texas Lutheran College maintains a Junior College of

standard rank. Its courses are parallel with and equiva-

lent to those of the freshmen and sophomore classes of the

best standard four-year college.

16
Clifton Junior College Bulletin 1936-37, pp. 24,26.



Its faculty consists of men and women carefully chosen

on the basis of training and experience. Students who have

completed two years of work offered by the college will be

prepared successfully to pursue the junior year 's work in

any standard senior college or university. Texas Lutheran

College welcomes worthy students who aim to acquire through

study and religious and social environment a good moral,

cultural, intellectual and scientific training.

The control of Texas Lutheran College is vested in the

Board of Regents, members of which are chosen biennially

by the American Lutheran Church. In quarterly meetings

the Board of Regents exercises its control over the general

work and policies of the college. In the interim the Execu-

tive Committee meets monthly to transact the routine busi-

ness.

Authority in academic matters is vested in the faculty,

which as a body and through various committees, administers

those phases of the college work which pertain to courses

of study, entrance and graduation requirements and disci-
17

pline.

The Terrill Preparatory School and Junior College for

boys now occupies the beautiful plant formerly used by

17
Lutheran College Bulletin 1936-37, pp. 1-3.



St. Mary's Episcopal College and is located at the corner

of Ross and Garrett Avenues, Dallas. Its large and beauti-

ful campus furnishes ample space for all ourtoor sports.

A new fire-proof dormitory contains all modern con-

veniences. Its accommodations are probably not surpassed

by those of any other school in the Southwest. This

building is steam-heated from a central heating plant. Each

dormitory room is equipped with two single beds, two dressers,

two large closets, a desk, and other necessary furniture.

Parents are asked not to send boys of vicious habits.

Terrill makes a specialty of preparing boys for the

entrance examinations of Yale, Princeton, and Harvard.

No Fraternities are allowed at Terrill.

Terrill Junior College affords more attention to the

individual student through small classes. 1-e rtllis able

to direct work for which boyg are best fitted. It gives

opportunities for leadership to students during their first

and second years of college which are usually denied them
18

in large universities.

18
Terrill Preparatory School and Junior College for

Boys Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 8, 11, 12, 18.
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Chapter VIII

MILITARY JUNIOR COLIGE1S IN TEXAS

Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, was founded by

Captain Charles Schreiner, Kerr County pioneer and

philanthropist, who, before his death in 1927, saw his

vision of a preparatory school and junior college in

Kerrville come true. In September, 1923, the Institute

opened its doors to high school students, enrolling

during that year 96 boys. In 1924 the first year of

junior college work was offered, and in 1925 six stu-

dents received their certificates of graduation from

the junior college division. The present enrollment

of the Institute, which approaches very closely the max-

imum enrollment possible as limited by the physical

facilities, is approximately 300 students, about two-

thirds of them being in the junior college. The patron-

age of the Institute, originally limited very closely to

the southwestern part of Texas, is now drawn from the

entire state, as well as ten other states and from the

Republic of Mexico.

Although the affairs of the Schreiner Institute

are administered by the Presbyterian Church, it is not,

strictly speaking, a sectarian school. The faculty in-

cludes men of other faiths, and the school is open to

students from all denominations.



The Schreiner Institute is not primarily a mili-

tary school, the military work being given as any other

required course.

At the beginning of the long session of 1932-33

the Schreiner Board of Trustees extended the residents

of Kerrville and the immediate vicinity the privilege

of entering their daughters in the junior college

division as day students. This practice is not perma-

nent, anr may be discontinued at any time by the Board
1

of Trustees.

The founding of John Tarleton College, Stephenville,

was made possible by a bequest of money from a pioneer

citizen of wrath County, John Tarleton, who left the

major part of his estate to be used in establishing a

college for the education of worthy young men and women.

John Tarleton College was opened on September 3,

1899. During the next few years the school grew so that

the main building had to be enlarged. In 1908 a bequest

of money made it possible to erect a modern brick dorm-

itory for girls. Later . brick music studio was built.

In 1910 another bequest enabled the college to erect an

administration building, which was completed in 1915.

This structure is now used by the home economics depart-

men t.

The Schreiner Institute Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 9,
11, 12, 18.
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In 1917 the people of Stephenville donated to the

State of Texas the entire school plant to be used as a

nucleus for founding a junior agricultural college as

a branch of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of

Texas. This donation was accepted by an act of the

Thirty-fifth Legislature of Texas and approved by the

Governor on February 20, 1917.

Since that time the faculty has been increased to

eighty members, the student body from a total of 362 in

1917-18 to 1,603 for the session of 1932-33, and the

scope of work offered at the institution has been pro-
2

portionately broadened.

The North Texas Agricultural College at Arlington

is also under the control and direction of the Board of

Directors of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of

Texas, located at College Station, Texas.

All classes in the engineering, trades, mechanical

and other vocational courses have convenient access to

the industrial plants in Fort north and Dallas. The

physics classes visit the power plants, the automatic

telephone exchanges, the Portland Cement Mills, and the

oxrgen plants in the two cities. The home economics de-

partment can conveniently arrange class visits to the

2

John Zarleton Agricultural College Bulletin, 1936-
37, pp. 21-22.



textile mills and department stores. In like manner the

classes in animal husbandry for boys can reach the

packeries, the stock yards, or any of the large commercial

dries within a radius of twenty miles from Arlington in

a few minutes.

All male students of North Texas Agricultural Col-

lege who are physically fit are required to take a course
3

in military science and tactics.

The Texas Military College at Terrell was founded in

1916 by Colonel Louis C. Perry, Ph. D., for the one purpose

of contributing its share to the higher development of that

class of young men who are to be the future leaders of

American thought and life.

The campus of Texas Military College consists of
4twenty-five acres of ground inside the city limits.

Reasons why Texas Military College has achieved its

enviable position among the private junior colleges of

the United States, as stated in the catalog, are as

follows:

1. Because every boy receives personal attention.
2. Because the boys are selected from the best homes.
3. Because every instructor is a university graduate.
4. Because the cadets live in homes with a faculty

officer in charge.
5. Because every boy makes good at Texas Military

College.

3
North Texas Agricultural College Bulletin, 1936-37,

pp. 8, 19, 21.
4
Texas Military College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 23, 27,



6. Because Texas Military College is accredited
by the State Department of Education and the
leading universities of the country.

7. Because its graduates are admitted to the
junior classes of standard universities with-
out exEination.

8. Because; the home-like influence, companionship,
ideal location, and excellent living quarters.

9. Because a boy is considered an asset and not a
liability.

10. Because faculty officers and cadets live in a
home atmosphere.

11. Because the college furnishes choice foods, the
best the market affords--and there is no limit
to the amount supplied the cadets.

12. Because the citizens of Terrell take an
interest in the cadets and welcome them to
their homes, clubs, and churches.

Military discipline at Texas Military College is

considered, not of secondary importance, but of prime

importance. "It is the feature of this institution,

its soul and spirit. It is, for the cadet away from his
5

home, father, mother, teacher, friend--all combined."

5
Texas Military College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. 33-34.



Chapter IX
IORTA 1NT TGtO JUNIOR COLIGES

St. Philip's Junior College and Vocational Insti-

tute (co-educational) at San Antonio, formerly St. Phil-

ip's Normal and Industrial School, was founded in 1898

by the late Bishop James Steptoe Johnston of the Tpisco-

pal Church. The institution began as a Saturday after-

noon sewing class and later developed into a parochial

day school before becoming a junior college. New impetus

was given to the work in 1927, when the institution was

made a junior college, this being evidenced by increased

enrollment, physical improvements, and affiliation with

state senior colleges and the local San Aitonio Board of
Education, The school offers the highest type of Christi-

an training to students of all religious denominations.

St. Philip's Junior College is classified as a junior

college of the first rank and enjoys the privilege granted

by the State Certificate Law. Artemisia Bowden, M. A.

(Columbia University), is President.

The school occupies approximately four and a half

acres, a part of which is under cultivation. Another sec-

tion is used as an athletic field and contributes much to

the community life of the school.



St. Philip's Junior College is not operated for

profit and its policy is to return to the student, in

service and equipment, every dollar which is paid to
I

the school. The motto of the school is "Learn to do

something and that something well."

Mary Allen Junior College at Crockett was founded

in 1876 by Rev. S. F. Tenney. In 1886 the Board of

Missions for Freedmen of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.

A., took over the work and reorganized it as a school

for women only. It was named in honor of Mrs. Iary

Allen of Philadelphia, one of its most liberal support-

ers.

In 1924 the Board of Missions for Freedmen decided

to change the personnel of the faculty from white to

colored. It was decided in the winter of 1933 that Mary

Allen should operate in the future as a co-educational

institution. The dominant idea of the institution is

the development of Christian character.

Yary Allen Junior College is one of the few negro

junior colleges accredited by the Southern Association

of Colleges and Secondary Schools. It is also officially

classified as a Class A Junior College by the State De-

partment of Education. The President is B. R. Smith,

A. x. (Johnson C. Smith University), D. D. (Auburn

1
St. Philip's Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp.6, 7, 12.



Theological Seminary). right of the ten faculty members

have master's degrees.

In 1891 six students graduated from the Mary Allen

Seminary. In 1936 nine students graduated from the Sem-

inary, or lower division, Three students graduated from

I'ary Alen Junior College in 1927, and forty-seven in2
1936.

2
Mary Allen Junior College Bulletin, 1936-37, pp. .4,5, 25, 31, 38, 40, 41.



SUMMARY

Among the well-def ined motives influencing Texas

junior college development is the desire of the parents

to have their children enter a small institution and

thus bridge a gap that has always existed between high

schools and large colleges. Still another motive is

that based on the well-founded belief that class instruc-

tion, supervision, and guidance is better in a small

institution with the instructors in closer contact with

the students than is possible in a large college. Then,

too, there is a belief in Texas that Christian training

and culture is better cared for in small colleges than

in large universities. These significant reasons, plus

church activity, legislative enactment, and municipal

initiative, have encouraged and fostered this widespread

growth and development of junior colleges in Texas.

Many people are fearful of the effect of the junior

college upon the traditional American four-year college.

They foresee the ultimate disappearance of the four-year

college if the junior college idea continues its growth

and development.

There are reasons to believe that there will be an

elimination of poorly endowed and equipped four-year

colleges. These institutions, with overworked and



underpaid teachers, constitute about one-half of the

so-called colleges in Anerica today. Many colleges

have given up the attempt to offer four years of col-

lege work and have voluntarily demoted themselves to

private junior college rank. This movement is not a

calamity, but an event of advantage to culture and

practical educational values. On the other hand,

some institutions of junior college rank have added

two years of work, thereby becoming nominal senior

colleges. While it is impossible to predict the

ultimate outcome of such moves, it is likely that they

are largely futile and doomed to failure in an area

already filled to overflowing with four-year colleges.

This study has shown that the junior college is

an integral part of the. educational system of Texas

and as such seems well on its way to developing into

an educational phase of permanent importance. Properly

organized, conducted, and financed, it offers something

unique and essential in the educational field.
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Appendix I

LIST OF TkXAS JUNIOR COLLEGES

Inendent Junior Colles

Name

Blinn College

Clifton Junior College

College of Marshall

Decatur Baptist College

Jacksonville Junior College

Lon Morris College

Lutheran College

Schreiner Institute

Texas Military College

Wayland Baptist College

Weatherford College

Wesley College

Westminster College

Westmoorland College

Town County

Brenham -ash ngton

Clifton Bosque

Marshall Harrison

Decatur Wise

Jacksonville Cherokee

Jacksonville Cherokee

Seguin Guadalupec

Kerrville Kerr

Terrell Kaufman

Plainview Hale

Weatherford Parker

Greenville Hunt

Tehuacana Limestone

San Antonio Bexar

Junior Co Under Control of A. & M.College

North Texas Agricultural
College Arlington Tarrant

John Tarleton Agricultural
College Stephenville Erath



Municio&L Junior Col.leges

Name Town County

Amarillo Junior College Amarillo Potter

Bonham Junior College Bonham Fannin

Brownsville Junior College Brownsville Cameron

Clarendon Junior College Clarendon Donley

Edinburg Junior College Edinburg Hidalgo

Gainesville Junior College Gainesville Cooke

Goose Creek Junior College Goose Creek Harris

Hardin Junior College Wichita Falls Wichita

Hillsboro Junior College Hillsboro Hill

Lamar Junior College Beaumont Jefferson

Paris Junior College Paris Lamar

Ranger Junior College Ranger Eastland

San Angelo Junior College San Angelo Tom Green

San Antonio Junior College San Antonio Bexar

Temple Junior College Temple Bell

Texarkana Junior College Texarkana Bowie

Tyler Junior College Tyler Smith

Victoria Junior College Victoria Victoria

jE0Junior Colleges

Butler College Tyler

Houston Colored Junior College Houston

Jarvis Christian Institute Hawkins

eary AJlen Junior College Crockett

Smith

Harris

Wood

Houston



Name

Paul Quinn College

St. Philip 's Junior College

Texas College

Tillotson College

Town County

Waco McLennan

San Antonio, Bexar

Tyler Smith

Austin Travis



Appendix II

JUNIOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

An accredited Texas junior college requires for

admission at least fifteen units, representing a four-

year curriculum work as defined by the High School

Division of the State Department of Education, or the

equivalent. These units must represent work done in

a secondary school approved by a recognized accredit-

ing agency, excepting that credit for work completed

in an unaccredited seconday school may be obtained

upon the basis of examination. In no case shall

entrance examinations be given for more than four units

for each year spent in a secondary school. These exam-

inations for secondary credit must be taken at the

beginning of the term in which the student enters the

junior college.

Students over twenty-one years of age who are able

to demonstrate their fitness to do college work may be

admitted to college classes as special students, but

they cannot be candidates for graduation until they have

met the requirements for admission as regular students.

A student shall not be given unconditional college

credit until all entrance conditions have been fully met.



It is recommended that the major portion of the

units accepted for admission be definitely correlated
1

with the curriculum to which the student is admitted.

T
Texas unici al Junior Colleges, p. 21.
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Appendix III

STANDARDS O TI ETICIN ASSOCIATION OF JUNIOR COIIGMS

The American Association of Junior Colleges, at the

tenth annual meeting at Atlantic City, November 20, 1929,

adopted the following standards:

For entrance to the two-year junior college fifteen

standard units are required. The requirements for ad-

mission to the four-year junior college shall be the

satisfactory completion of seven standard units from an

accredited secondary school (junior or senior high

school). For entrance to other types of organizations

proportioned number of units shall be required. The stu-

dent should maintain a continuity of interest in the

selection of his studies throughout his junior college

course.

For graduation from a junior college of any type as

defined above, the student must complete in addition to

the amount of work required for the completion of the

traditional standard four-year high school sixty semester

hours during the last two years of the course or thirty

session hours, with such scholastic qualitative require-

ments adopted by each institution to its conditions.

session hour is defined as a credit given for a class

which meets at least one sixty-minute period (including

ten minutes for change of classes) weekly for lecture,



recitation or test for a session of thirty-six weeks,

two hours of laboratory work being counted as the equiv-

alent of one hour of lecture, recitation or test. A stu-

dent shall not carry for credit more than sixteen hours

per week, unless his work averages ninety or more, in

which case he may carry for credit as many as eighteen

hours.

A junior college shall be in session at least

thirty-four full weeks each year exclusive of all holi-

days.

A system of permanent records showing clearly all

credits (including entrance records) of each student

shall be carefully kept. The original credentials filed

from other institutions shall be retained by the junior

college.

The number of separate departments maintained shall

not be less than five (Tnglish, social science, foreign

languages, mathematics, science) and the number of teach-

ers not less than five employed specifically for instruc-

tion in the upper level of the junior college, and giving

the major portion of their time to such instruction.

The minimum preparation of teachers shall not be

less than the equivalent of one year of work satisfactor-

ily completed in a graduate school of recognized stand-



ing, it being assumed that teachers already hold the

baccalaureate degree.

The average number of class hours per week for each

instructor shall not exceed eighteen; fifteen is recom-

mended as a standard load.

The number of students in a class shall not exceed

thirty-five (except for lecture). It is recommended

that the number in a class in foreign language and Ilnglish

composition should not exceed twenty-five. The number of

students inrlaboratory section shall not exceed the num-

ber for which desk space and equipment have been provided.

No junior college shall be accredited that has fewer

than sixty students in its upper two years of regular

work.

The minimum annual operating expenditure of the two-

year junior college should be $20,000.00 or $30,000.00

for a four-year junior college, of which ordinarily not

less than $10,000.00 should be derived from stable

sources other than students, such as public or church

support or permanent endowment. Increase in student

body, faculty and scope of instruction should be accom-

panied by increase of income from such stable sources.

The financial status of each junior college shall be

judged in relation to its educational program. A commu-



nity with less than $10,000,000 assessed property valua-

tion should be discouraged from establishing a public

junior college.

A working library, adequately catalogued, modern

and well distributed, of not less than 3,500 volumes,

exclusive of public documents, with appropriate current

periodicals shall be maintained and there shall be a

reading room in connection with the library which is open

to the students throughout the day. A trained librarian

shall be in charge of the library. A definite annual

appropriation for the support of the library shall be

provided. It is recommended that this shall not be less

than $500.00.

The laboratories shall be adequately equipped for

individual work on the part of each student, and an

annual income shall be provided. It is recommended that

the school with limited income be equipped for good work

in one or two sciences and not attempt work in others.

The location and construction of the building, the

lighting, heating, and ventilation of the rooms, and the

nature of the laboratories, corridors, closets, water

supply, school furniture, apparatus and methods of clean-

ing shall be such as to insure hygienic conditions for

teachers and students.
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The character of the curriculum, the efficiency of

the instruction, the system of keeping students' records,

the spirit and the atmosphere of the institution, the

nature of its publicity, and its standing in the educa-

tional world shall be factors in determining its rating.

Athletics, amusements, fraternities, sororities,

and all other extra-curricular activities shall be ad-

ministered under faculty supervision and shall not oc-

cupy an undue place in the life of the college.

In judging the standing of a junior college account

shall be taken of the existence of and the influence

upon the students of such extra-curricular activities

as: Student government, student publications, literary

societies, debating teams, current event, scientific,

artistic, musical, and foreign language clubs, reli-

gious and social service organizations. Such activ-

ities properly conducted develop leadership and enrich

college experiences.

For entrance to terminal courses the criterion

shall be the capacity of the individual to profit by
1

the instruction offered.

1
'1. 0. Fells, The Junior College, pp. 167-173.


