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Abstract. In this work we present measurements of the wavelengths of the nickel-like 
3d9 4d IS0 + 3d94p ‘P, X-ray laser line in several low-Z nickel-like ions ranging from 
yttrium (Z=39) to cadmium (Z=45). With the help of these laser results, we identify this 
line to very high accuracy in nonlasing plasmas from gallium (Z=3 1) to molybdenum 
(Z=42). The measured wavelengths are compared with optimized level calculations 
using the multi-configuration Dirac-Fock code of Grant et al. As an example, for 
yttrium, we calculate a wavelength of 240.2 A, and measure wavelengths of 240.1 I i 
0.30 A in the lasing plasma and 240.135 + 0.015 A in the nonlasing plasma. Accurate 
values of these wavelengths are essential for performing plasma imaging and 
interferometry experiments with multilayer optics which use the X-ray laser to 
backlight other plasmas. These results also provide important atomic data which is 
currently missing about the energy of the Id ‘S, level in the Ni I sequence and help 
guide evperimentalists who are looking for lasing in these materials for the first time. 
We also observe lasing on the nickel-like 3d9 4f ‘P, + 3d94d ‘P, X-ray laser line in Zr, 
Nb, and Iv10 and present measured wavelengths for these ions as well as predicted 
values for other nearby ions. 

1. Introduction 

Accurate knowledge of the lasing wavelengths is important for improving our understanding 
of the energy level structure for the laser ion and for developing applications of laboratory 
X-ray lasers that rely on multilayer optics which are designed to work at one wavelength. 
This is especially true for complex ions such as Ni-like where the 3d9 4d ‘So upper laser 
level mixes with the ground state level and makes it very difficult to calculate the lasing 
wavelengths ab initio. 

In this work we present measurements of the wavelengths of the nickel-like 3d 9 4d ‘So + 
3d94p ‘Pt X-ray laser line in several low-Z nickel-like ions ranging from yttrium (2~39) to 
cadmium (Z=48). With the help of these laser results, we identify this line to very high 
accuracy in nonlasing plasmas from gallium (Z=3 1) to molybdenum (Z=42). The measured 
wavelengths are compared with optimized level calculations using a multi-configuration 
Dirac-Fock code. We also observe lasing on the nickel-like 3d9 4f ‘PI --f 3d” 4d ‘P, X-ray 
laser line in Zr, Nb, and MO and present measured wavelengths for these ions as well as 



predicted values for other nearby ions. This is a new class of laser line which has been 
observed for the first time and is driven by the photopumping mechanism [ 11. 

2. Experiments and Calculations 

The laser experiments were performed on the COMET Laser Facility at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL). To make these materials lase, we use a nsec pulse 
to preform and ionize the plasma followed by a psec pulse to heat the plasma [2]. The delay 
between the two pulses is 1.6 ns, and the maximum energy in each pulse is 5 J. The beams 
are focused to a 70 km x 1.25 cm line on to the approximately 1 cm long slab targets. 

The main diagnostics is an on-axis flat-field grating spectrometer coupled to a thinned- 
backside-illuminated charge-coupled device (CCD) camera. Each CCD pixel corresponds to 
approximately 0.17 to 0.20 A across the range of the spectrometer from 144 to 330 A. 

In our X-ray laser experiments we observe lasing on the 4d ‘So + 4p ‘PI transition in Ni- 
like Y, Zr, Nb, MO, Pd, Agl and Cd. Figure 1 shows an on-axis MO spectrum with the strong 
4d ‘So + 4p ‘PI line lasing at 189 A and the weaker 4f ‘P, + 4d ‘P, line lasing at 226 A. 
We have measured gains of 21 cm-’ and 4 cm.’ for these two lines, respectively, by doing a 
series of measurements for different length targets. The wavelengths of the measured laser 
lines with their uncertainties are given in Table 1. The error bar given is determined by the 
accuracy of determining the peak of both the reference lines and the measured lines and is 
between 0.15 to 0.3 A. 

To estimate the wavelengths of the expected laser lines we used the multi-configuration 
Dirac-Fock (MCDF) atomic physics code [3] in the optimized level (OL) mode. The OL 
calculation of the 4d ‘So upper laser state included all the n = 4 even parity J = 0 states. We 
then did a separate extended average level (EAL) calculation of the n = 4 odd parity J = 1 
states and subtracted the energies to obtain the energy of the 4d ‘So+ 4p ‘P t transition. We 
then adjusted the calculated energies by 1.03 eV to bring the calculation at Nd into 
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Fig. 1. Ni-like MO spectrum shows lasing at 189 and 226 A. 



Table 1. Wavelengths (in A) of the 4d ‘SO + 4p ‘PI and 4f ‘PI + 4d ‘PI transition in Ni- 
like ions with 2=31 io 60. The uncert&y in the last digit’is given ii parentheses. 

Z 4d ‘S, + 4p ‘P, 4f ‘P, + 4d ‘P, 

OL Laser Non laser Laser Calculated from 
1 prediction 1 measurement 1 measurement 

311 1 RAN 95n151 
^^ I I 

measurement Experimental 4 energies 

91.90 
88.40 
85.10 
82.00 

601 79.06 
I I I I I 

agreement with the measured value of this line at 79.06 A. Our best estimate of the expected 
wavelengths for this line is seen in Table 1. It should be noted that a standard EAL 
calculation of all the n = 3 and 4 levels would give the energy of the 4d ‘So level that was 
too high by about 7 eV. We also were not able to get the calculations to converge for 2 < 39. 

Using the modest resolution measurements and the unambiguous identification of the 
4d ‘So + 4p ‘PI transition in lasing plasmas, we were able to identify this line in nonlasing 
plasmas from Ga to MO. The experiments used either a vacuum spark or a laser produced 
plasma for the source with corresponding uncertainties in the measurement of 0.005 and 
0.015 A,. The spectra were recorded on photographic plates using a 6.65 m vacuum 
spectrograph of normal incidence equipped with a spherical grating with 1200 lines per mm. 



In the original analysis of the data years ago it was difficult to correctly identify the 4d 
‘So --f 4p ‘Pi line due to the large differences between theory and experiment for the energy 
of the 4d ‘So level. Using the unambiguous identification of this line in the laser plasma for 
Z = 39 to 42 we were able to identify the line in the nonlasing plasma to very high accuracy. 
By then comparing the calculated versus the measured energies for this transition, which are 
shown in Table 2, we were able to identify this line in the lower Z ions. For Se, Kr, and Sr, 
the wavelengths are interpolated using the measured values of the adjacent Z’s and are 
included in Table 1 with larger error bars. More details of the experiments and calculations 
can be found in Ref. 4. 

For the 4f ‘P, + 4d ‘Pt line we used the energy level structure inferred from the spectral 
measurements of other lines to estimate the wavelength shown in Table 1. 

Table 2. Energies (in cm-‘) of the Ni-like 4d ‘So + 4p lPI transition. 

3. Conclusions 

In this work we present measurements of the wavelengths of the nickel-like 3d” 4d ‘So 
-+ 3d94p ‘Pi X-ray laser line in several low-Z nickel-like ions ranging from yttrium (Z=39) 
to cadmium (Z=48). With the help of these laser results, we identify this line to very high 
accuracy in nonlasing plasmas from gallium (Z=3 1) to molybdenum (Z=42). The measured 
wavelengths are compared with optimized level calculations using a multi-configuration 
Dirac-Fock. We also observe lasing on the nickel-like 3d9 4f ‘PI --f 3d9 4d ‘Pi X-ray laser 
line in Zr, Nb, and MO and present measured wavelengths for these ions as well ‘as predicted 
values for other nearby ions. This is a new class of laser line which is driven by the 
photopumping mechanism. 
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