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CHAPTER I
THE PURPOSE AND PLAN OF THE STUDY

American dlalect studies have progressed rapidly within
the last thirty years, but the progress seems to be concen-
trated within the Southern and New England areas of the
Unlted States, Though there have been studies made 1in other
areas, they are sporadlc, no wofk of any significance having
yet been published.l Texas, unfortunately, is one area of
rich dialectal significance which has been neglected, with
the exceptlion of Cma Stanley's work on the dialect in EZast
Texas.2 Even though that work ies somewhat dated in many re-
spects,3 few scholars have seen fit to undertake a revision

of Stanley's work or a study of other areas of Texas which

would be comparable to The Speech of East Texas. Several
master's theses add to the small number of studies concerned

wlth Texas dialects, notably Roy Elders' study of the

lthe Linguistie Atlas of the Unlted States and Canada
is in preparation, however,

20ma Stanley, The Speech of East Texasg (New York, 1937).

3g. 8. Clifton, "Some /T Varilatlons in Texas,"
American Speech, XXXIV (Oetober, 15%9 190~193, found the
use of Z w?-z I}Lg In the tune, duke, news type of words to
be evenly divided, whereas Sta Stanley,ZgLLBS, found scarcely s
47

trace of the monophthongization of in the same words.




stressed back vowels in the speech of Parker County,& but
such studies are also too few. The present investigatlon
was undertaken for the purpose of adding to that collectlon
of Texas dialect studles an examination of the low-back vows
els in stressed eyllables, of certain diphthongs in stressed
syllables, and of the change in frequency of usage of those
vowels and diphthongs, occurring within recent generations
in Denton, Texas.

This study concerns itself specifically with the pro-
nunciation in stressed syllables of the low-back vowels
a7, [B7, [0, end of the diphthongs [AL/, [j&/,
and /AV7. Key words for the pronunclatlon of those sounds
are, respectively, ah or father; doll, &s 1t is prencunced
by some people,5 a sound between the a of father and the g
of jaw; Jaw or law; bright, night, fine, time; the sound of
you as it occurs in such words as nev, tune, duke; and house
or cow. The chart in Figure 1 will show the relative tongue
positions for the pronunciation of the vowels which are

being studied.

aRoy Elders, "A Study of the Streased Back Vowels in
the 8peech of Parker County, Texas," unpublished master's
thesis, Department of English, North Texas State Univerelty,
Denton, Texas, 1949,

S8tuart Robertson, The Development of Modern English,
aecg?d edition revised by Frederic G. assidy (New Jersey,
1954), p. 7 _




Front

Central

High

Mid

Low

Flg, l.-=Chart of the tongug
positions of the vowels studied,

Since the study 4is limited to those selected sounds, it
we.e not considered necessary to record test responses in nar-
row transcription., A worksheet was assembled which allowed
several choices of vowel sounds for each test response; the
response was recorded in broad transcription and no cogni-
zance was taken of word connectlons.

Three families in each of two groups, & total of six
families, provided informante for the test (See Appendix for

detailed information about each of the informants).

65om 8. Kenyon and Thomas A. Knott, A Eronouncing Dic-
tionary of American English (Springfield, 1944), p. xiit,
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Each family consisted of two adults and two to six children.
The Denton group of three famllles, referred to in succeeding
pages as Group II, conslsted of families who have lived in
Benton or in the surrounding area for most of their lives;
Group 11 was to represent the colloquial standard speakers‘of
the area. It composed a total of six adults and eight chil-
dren, The second group of familles, referred to as Group I, .
conslsted of three families who had lived in or near Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, for most of their lives prior to living in
Denton, to whieh they had butb recentlj moved; Group I, &
total of six adults and six children, was to represent the
speskers of a dialect intrusive upon the local dialect. The
purpecse of the counter-testing was to dlscern whether an in-
trusive dislect could be noticeably changed by the environ-
mental dialect.’

It was assumed that the children of each dlalect group
would be most subjeet to change since they mingled socially
more often than their parents; i. e., the children meet at
school five times each week, at play after school and during
the summer months, and at other activities which should

prompt some degree of minglimg of their speech habits.

Since many correlations are necessary, then, the two

ma jor groups are further divided: Group I Parents, a total

TLeonard Bloomfield "Dialect Borrowing," guag

, _ g," Language (New
York, 1933), pp. L76-h95, provides an excellent ELreatment of
the adoption of speech hablts by intrusive groups and by the
groups who receive the intrusion.




of six from thirty-eight to forty-eight years of age; Group I
Children, a total of six from seven to eighteeﬁ years of age;
Group II Parents, a total of six from thirty-seven to forty-
five years of age; Group II Children, & total of eight from
glx te nineteen years of age; Groups I-II Parents, a total of
twelve; Groups I-II Children, a total of fourteen; and finally,
Groups I-Il Aggregate, a total of twenty-six, The pronuncla-
tion preferences of each dlvision wlll be discussed in the
study, and each preference will be shown as a numerical total
and percentage of its particular division, For example, in
discussion of the word closet, it will be seen that sixteén
of the twenty-six informanits chose zf2157 as the vowel; flve
chose /& 7; and five chose / &£7. The tabulation will be

rendered as follows:

TABLE I
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN CLOSET

s e T e e
Group : J.2) )
T-IT Xggregate 5 ;%3;5 5 ;1?;) 15 ;55;)
I-II Parents 3 (25%) 2 (17%; 7 (58%)
%IP;rent: 3 (50%) 2 (33% é ({3;;;
arenig ]
I-II Children 2 (14%; 3 (21%; 9 (64%;
I Children 1 (174 3 (50% 2 (33%
II Children 1 (12%) 7 (88%)

A majority of Group I parente preferred /[ @/, and Group Il
parents preferred /%) 7 unanimously; however, & majority of

Group I children preferred to round /@ 7 to /&7 and even




/[ 07, while a minority of Group II children, opposed to the
/[~97 of their parents, preferred /[ @./. Elders found that
43 per cent of his informants preferred [72;7;8 but Group II
gpeakers chose / J_/ almost unanimously, 93 per cent.

The study was limited, of course, by the declslon to
include the younger children as informents, Words which
ordinarily would be included in any study of dilalect were
excluded from the test for the reason that some of the
younger informesnts would not be famillar with such words.

It was necessary, then, to select common words, most of them
monosyllabie, which could be assumed to be a part of the vo-
cabulary of & six-year-o0ld,

The words chosen, ninety in all, are taken primarily
from lists in Oma Stanley's Speech of East Texas and Roy
Elders' Study of the Siressed Back Vowels in Parker County,
Texag. The words are arranged in groups according to pro-

nunclation indicated in Webster's New International Diction-

ary, second editlion, as a convenlent grouping method. The
cholce of reference 1s in no way intended to endorse that
pronunciation as "correct," However, the method is intended
to be generally consistent with Elders' grouping method, |
taken from the same source, in order that more coherent com-
parisons may be made between conclusions In this theslis and

in Elders' thesis. The vowels will be discussed not in thelr

Bmﬁmw,p.l&




totsl environment but according to the sounds vwhich immedi-
ately follow the vowel sound, as stops, fricatlves, nagals,
end 1 or r. The diphthongs /U7 and 474;7'w111 be dig
cussed according to the sounds which precede them, as frica-
tives, stops, nasals, and 1 or r, The diphthong /al/ will
be discussed as it occure before volced sounds end before
voiceless sounds. |

The questions which were each desligned to ellelt a par-
ticular word as a response were presented to the lsolated
informant, who was allowed to assume that vocabulary and not
pronunciation was being tested. The questlons were presented
verbally, and the informant responded verbally; the response
wae immediately recorded manually on the worksheet, The
method was quite successful., In a few instances, noted In
the Appendii, informants were affected and cautlous even -
though they had been told that famillar, conversational pro-
nunciation was desired, In the event that an informasnt
seemed to be affecting the pronunciatlon of a word, he wasa
tested sporadically for that word throughout the test 1n
order to determine his true pronunciatlon of that word,

Since the ecity of Denton 1s experiencing rapld soclal
and commercial expansion, 1lts economy improving, and its tles
with the cosmopolitan areas of Dallas and Fort Werth becoming
more secure, there is sufficlient influence to induce some &af-
fected speech, At the very least, people are more aware of

dialect differences, and their speech tends to accommodate




itself to preferred social levels, For thils reason, thile
study of speech in the city of Denton caﬁnot be taken as
truly representative of the speech of Denton County. A
short history9 of Denton eand the surrounding county will
gerve to 1llustrate that several varietles of speech habitse
are to he expected,

The history of the Denton township actually begins with
the date of its establishment as the county seat in 1857,
but the histery of the county began as early as 1846, Prior
to 18326 the area was 2 part of Red River County under Mexl-
can government, but on October 3, 1836, it became a part of
the Republic of Texas and the frontier of Fannin County, as
1% remained until 1846,

On January 4, 1841, the Fifth Congress authorized land
grants of 640 acres to married settlers and 320 acres to un-
married settlers., The W. 8. Peters lLand Company was issued
a contract to colonize much of North Texas, and immigrants
were attracted by Peters Company agents In Kentucky, Missourl,
Tennessee, Arksnsas, and at all the ferry crossings on the
Red River. The immigrants who arrived by way of Preston Read,
the northesouth national highway from Red River to Waco, saw
from the Collln County Rldge a land of flne =zolle of various

types, sultable for a varled agriculture,

9Ed F. Bates, History and Reminiscences of Denton County
(Texas, 1918), is the primery source for the history of Denw
ton County except for brief references which will be ctherwlse
noted.




The first settlements were Brldges Settlement, started
in 18&3-hu;0 by a group of settlers from Texas and Kentucky
who settled in the southeast corner of the county; Holford
Prairie Settlement, started in 18l by settlers from Bonham,
Texas, and Platt County, Missouri, who settled near the presw
snt site of Lewisvilie; Teeli Settlement, 1850, started
between Little Elm and Frisco and populated by Tennssseeans;
the Hawkins Settlement, 1853, started by Kentuckians near
the east county line. Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, Loui-
siana, and the Carolinas were alsoc represented, according to
Bates.

Eventually, in 1845, the area had enough voters to or-
ganize a county, and 1t was s0 organized’and named after
Captain John B. Denton, ranger, preacher, and lawyer who -
was killed in a Tarrant County Indian fight. County seat
sites were changed three times, the voters finally electing
the site which is now Denton. The city grew around the
county seat, and after the Civil War, Reconstruction, and
the unrest which followed, Denton settled down to the peace-~
ful rhythm of an agricultural community.

The climate was favorable for agriculture, and farming

and stock-raising flourished. Farming was carried on in the

10University of Texas Bureau of Business Research, An
Economic Survey of Denton County (Austin, 1949), p. 103,
dates Bridges Settlement as 18E§, but it also indicates that
a settlement11 unnamed, began in the southeast corner of the
3 .

county in 18

L]
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central and southern sandy land, and cattle were ralsed on the
upper plains,

Railroad transportation came to Denton in 1880«1881, and
it became possible for the settlers to produce items for a
profitable export. Those items were solely agricultural 1n
origin: dalry products, hides, and farm preducts.

Denton remained primarily an agricultural community for
many years, but statistice concerning the growth of populatlen

11

and industry during selected years™ ™ wlll serve to show graph-

ically Denton's recent expansion:

TABLE I1I

MANUFACTURING IN DENTON COUNTY
1939, 1947, and 1954

T T T I T e T e et rmmmem et v st s PO PP it e bt iAo

M&mﬂm

Criteria ) 1939 1947 1954
Number of establigh-

ments 18 29 %3
Number of wage earners 181 603 905
Wages paid $146,079 | $1,021,000 | $2,947,000
Value added by

Manufacture $668,218 | $4.68%,000 | $6,634,000

As a satellite of the Dallas-Fort Worth Industrial area,
Denton has recelved attention as a possible locatlon for many
of the "footloose" manufacturers who need no epecific area in

vhich to establish thelr industries. As a by-product of the

11lpne University of Texas Bureau of Business Research,
An Economic Survey of Denton County, Texas (Texas, 1957),

P. .
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industrial interests in this area, rural populatlon has de-

creased, and c¢ity population has Iincreased:

TABLE ITI

POPULATION CHANGE 1940-1950
DENTON RURAL AND DENTON CITY AREAS

Population Net gereent
___Area 1940 1950 Change hange
Denton tount o .
Rursal 2,466 19,593 =2,473 -11.0
Urban 016 21,272 +5, 556 334

As a result of the Dallas~Fort Worth industrial expansion,
representatives of other diélect'areaa have settled in this
area, aé, for example, have the familles from Mlinnesota who
took part in the testing for this study. Most of them have
been given special training for thelr occcupation, unlike many
of the natives, who are in transition from agricultural to
industrial occupations, Karl Dykema'asaerts, in én article
in American Speech, that more technical occupatioﬁa ghould
change the language more rapidly, golng on'to gsay that "the
impact of a different dlalectal environment lis boﬁnd to have
some influence on the speech habits of those who are moving
from one class to another."*? The 1ntrﬁaiv9 dlalects, gener=
ally, are epoken 1n higher soclal strata than the native dla-

lects, It may be of some interest to note here that Denton

12Ksp1 W, Dykema, "How Fast is Standard English Changing?"
American Speech, XXXI (May, 1956), 93.




iz

supports two universitles: North Texas State Unlversity and
Texas Woman's Unlversity, both of which are major academic
centers, If Bloomfleld's theory is applled, Denton may be
said to act as a provinclal speech center secondary to Dallas
and Fort Worth, but, as the county seat, academic center, and
industrial center of the county, its speech occuples a higher
sccial plane than the speech of its outlying districts.13

The purpése of the dlscusslon of the hlstory of Denton
lg to 1llustrate that Denton speech, 1ltself a transition from
provincial to cosmopelitan speech, is not truly representative
of the general speech of Denton County. It also serves to
11luetrate one other polnt: the natlive dlalect composing a
ma jority of the dilalectal environment probably exerts a power-
ful influence upon the Intruslve dislect which tends to asslme-

1l1ate the preferred scoclal usages in its environment,

1o8100mrie1d, pp. 476-495,




CHAPTER II
THE VOWEL souNd / &/

The sound /@& 7, generally heard in such words as gh

1 vowel. It 1is made

and father, is a low back lax unround
with the jaws open and the tongue low in the mouth, almost
flat but with the back of the tongue slightly raiesed. The
flat position of the tongue also characterizes /@7 and is
responeible for allophenes of [7&57 as ig the raising of

the back of the tongue. Elders notes that the sound [@./

1s often ralsed to /07 or /[ 07 before r.°

Before Fricatives
0f this group of words, closet and office were gener-
ally pronounced with /[ J_/ as the vowel; garage, hespltal,
wash, and wasp were pronounced with /[ @7 as the vowel,
The word cloeet has been discussed as an example in
Chapter I, but it ie offered again for the sake of contin-

uity.

lmgers’ description is valid in the pronuncilation of
/@7 in this area; however, Group I informants made the
gound somewhat tense. Robertson, p. 73, indicates that the
vowel is characteristically tense, John S. Kenyon, Amerlcan
Pronunciation, 10th ed. (Ann Arbor, 1950), p. 62, states
that "the difference in tenseness is less certain for the
lower vowels.,"

2Eldera, p. 17.

13
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Sixteen of the twenty-eix informants chose / J_7 as the
vowel; five chose /& _7; and five chose / K71~

TABLE IV
PRORUNCIATICN OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN CLOSET

___Group / a;% ALY i} L9
1-11 Aggregate 5 ) 5 (T9%g 16 (62%
I-1I Parents 3 (25%; 2 (172 7 (58%
%IPgrentg 3 (50% 2 (33%) é ({égéj
arents

I-II Children 2 (14 3 (21 g (64

( ( (64%)
I Children 1 (17% % (50% 2 (33%;
II Children 1. _(12%) 7..(88%

A majority of Group I parents preferred 13247, and Group II
parents preferred /J_/ unanimously; however, Group I chila
dren definitely preferred the rounded vowels /K7 (50%) and
L0 7 (33%); Group II children, on the other hand, showed a
slight interest in the unrounded / Q.7 (12%). Group II in-
formants, in general, chose /J_/ almost unanimously, 93 per
cent.

The pronunciation of garage was less variable than that
of closet, twenty-four informants choosing‘[72;7, two choosing

[T

3, K. Thomas, "P?cnunciation in)Downstate New York,"
American Speech, XVII (February, 1942}, 38, cited by Elders
p. 18, and Proﬁunciation in Upétate.néw Yérk,“ Anerican ’
Speech, XI (February, 1936), 71, lists /Q_/ as the vowel.

4It. may be of interest to note that the informants were
almost equally dlivided between the French pronunciation [?;;7
and the Anglicized [agp7.




15

TABLE V
PRONUNCTIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN GARAGE

Group L 6Lé /i C’é v,
I-11 Aggregate 2 9 2 {(07%)
I-I1 Parente 12 (100%)
I Parents 6 {100%)
11 Parents 6 (100%)
I-II Children 12 (86%) 2 (14%)
I Children 5 (83%; 1 (17%;
11 Children 7 (88% 1 (12%

Table V, above, shows that the only variations from
[ @7 to [ 7 were made by children. Tabulation eof Group II
speakers indicates that /@7 (93%) in garage 1s almost in-
varisble in the native dialect of Denton.>

The vowel in hospital (first syllable) shows even less
variation, One of twenty~-six informents chose / £ 7; the
others chose /@7 :°

America (New York, 1919), pp. 60=-61, indicates that 7 1s
the dominant pronuneiation in General American speech, The
statement would require qualificatlion In order to apply to
this area: /@:/ is usually present preceding / %/, but the
vowel is not freguently lengthened to that degree when it
precedes /dz/.

5G., P Krapp, The Pronunclation of Standard En%lish in

raven I. MeDavid, "low-Back Vowels in the South Caroce
lina Piedment," American S eech, XV (April, 19409, 146, shows
[72;7 to be predominant in the South Carolina Pledmont,
Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downetate New York," p. 36, and
"Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 71, finds / Q- preve
alent in that area. Krapp, p. 58, records beth / &/ and
[ 97 in General American speech,
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TABLE VI
PRONUNCIATION OF TEE STRESSED VOWEL IN HOSFITAL

Group Q‘_J _ w C‘?J

I Childrent# 5 {83%) 1 (17%)
¥This was the only group showing variation.

It is apparent that / @&/ le invariably the vowel in the
inltial syllable of hosgpital in the natlve dlalect.

The word office was pronounced with /@& 7 by two infor-
mants, with /&7 by three informants, and with /27 by
7

twenty~one Informants:

TABLE VII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN OFFICE

Group ﬁ572§§7 L a7 L27
T-TT Aggregate 2 (08%) 3 (12%) 21 (80%)
I-II Parents 2 (17%) 1 (08%;_ 9 {75%)
I Parents 2 (33%) 1 (173) 3 (50%
I1 Parents 6 (100%
I-II Children 2 (14%) 12 (86%)
I Children 1 (17%) 5 (83%)
II Children 1 (12%) 7 (88%)

THans Kurath, "American Pronunciation," Sgclety for
Pure English Tract No. XXX (New York, 1928}, 5o 387  mentions
that occure in office "nmot infrequently" in Western
speech, MeDavid, p. 148, finde /@7 the prevalent initial
vowel in office in the South Carolina Pledmont. ZXenyon,

p. 182; Kenyon and Knott, p. 3%03; and Thomas, "Pronunclation
in Downstate New York," p. 36, and "Pronunciation in Upstate
New York," p. T1, all show /O 7 predominent in thelr respec-
tive areas of investlgation,
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Although 33 per cent of Group I parents preferred /@./, the
majority of Group I children preferred /97 (83%), all of
the children choosing rounded vowels., Group Il parents pre-
ferred /0 7 unanimously, but Group II children showed some
preference for / B/ (12%), the majority choosing L 27 (88%),
Ninety~three per cent of Group II speakers chose [0_7 as the
vowel in office,

Wagh shows llttle variation: twenty-four speakers choee

[@.7, and only two chose /B7:8

TABLE VIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN WASH

w——
ma—— :%Wm

Group é a/ ' g L 27
T-TT Aggregats 93% 2 (07%)
I.II Parents 12 (100%

I Parents 6 (100%)

II Parents 6 (100%;

I-II Children 12 (86% 2 (1 %;

I Children 5 (83%) 1 51 é
1

II Children 7. (87%)

¥

Children, as was the case with the pronunciation of garaga}
showed the only variation from /@ to [ 87.

SSarah T. Barrows, "Watch, Water, Wash," American Speech,
IV (July, 929), 301, says that wash 1g preferrad with Zb]
in Towa, Thomas, "Pronunclation in Downstate New York," p. 36,
lists /&7 as prevalent. Krapp, p. 59, lists both / &7 and

J_7 In General American speech, and Kenyon and Enoft, p. 470,
show /A7 and /9 7 as the first two preferences.
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Thirteen speakers chose / G/ in wagp; ten chose /[ B7;
and three chose /J 7:°

TABLE IX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN WASP

e ——

G a D v
T:Tf“zgggggate 13“:Eéd%g 10 i39%; 3 ill%;'
I-II Parents 8 (67% 2 (17% 2 (17%
I Parents 6 (100%;

II Parents 2 (334 2 (33%) 2 (33%;
T-II Children 5 (26%) 8 (57%) 1 (07%
I Children 2 (33%) 4 (67%)

II Children 3 (384) 4  (50%) 1 (12%)

Group I parents preferred / &/ without variation as the
vowel in wasp, but Group II parents were evenly divided in

the choice of /&7, [ #7, or [ O /. Both Group I children
and Group II children showed some tendency to select /07

as the wvowel.

Before Stops
Doctor, God, hot, knot, mockingbird, and gpot were pre-

ferred with /&7 by most speakers, Hog was preferred with

LIT.

Informante preferred no variation from the cholce of

/&7 as the vowel in the first syllable of doctor.

%Elders, p. 18, records [ 7 (63%), [ &7 (13%), [a]
(13%) in Parker County. Stanley, p. 19, says that the vowel
in wasp is usually rounded to )7 or /70 in East Texas.
McDavid, p. 148, and Thomas, "Pronuncia¥fion in Upstate New
York," p. 71, show / ./ as the preference in their areas,
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Slight variation was shown in the pronunciation of God.

Twenty-two speakers preferred [1257; four speakers preferred

[ 70

TABLE X
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESBED VOWEL IK GOD

T ————————— - ———
—— —

Grou %.7 427 Lg-z

I-1]1 Aggregate 22 5% ) 5 (16%)
I-1I Parente 10 (83%; 2 (17%;
I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%
II Parents 5 (83%; 1 (17%
I1-II Children 12 (86% 2 (14%
I Children 4 (67%; 2 (33%
II Children 8 (1007

Although the predominant pronunciation was / @/ for both
groups, 53 per cent of Group I children preferred the rounded
[ 0_7 vhile dnly 17 per cent of Group I parents preferred
[b]. Seventeen per cent of Group II parents preferred [U,

loArgus Tresidder, "Notes on Virginla Speech," American

Speech, XVI_(April, 1941), 118, shows / 47 slightly predomi-
nant over / R/ with a few speakers choosing / 0 /. Elders,
p. 29, records [ &/ (100%) as the vowel in God. Stanley,
p. 17, says that the vowel in God is never rounded in East
Texas speech, McDavid, p. 146, records a preference for /Q/.
Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 35, finds
{ @/ predominant, but he records [ 9] as the preference in

Pronunclation in Upstate New York," p. 70. Katherine Wheat-
ley, "Southern Standards,” American Speech, IX (February,
1934), 29, says that /9 7/ and /J:/ are common in the culti-
vated speech of the Southerner., Kenyon, p. 184, states that
God regularly has ZT?L§7 in General American speech., Krapp,
p. 57, says that both / Q.7 and [/ are common in General
American speech, Kenyon and Knott, p. 186, list /&7 and
L7 as most frequent and /[ J 7 as less frequent,
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but 100 per cent of Group II children preferred the unrounded
vowel /&7 .

The pronunciation of hog indicated a preference for [:£7
in this word, One speaker preferred /[ &.7; five chose [ &.7/;
and twenty speakers preferred /J_7:11

TABLE XI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN HOG

Group [T [%?J

I-11 Aggregate 1 (04%) 5 19%; 20 (77

I~-IT Parents 1 (08%) 3 (25% 8 (67%)
I Parents 1 (17%) 3 (50%) 2 (33%;
II Parents 6 (100%
I-II Children 2 (14%; 12 (86%;
I Children 2 (33% 4 (67%
II Children 8 !100%!

Group II consistently chose /J 7 as the vowel in hog. Only
33 per cent of Group I parents chose /J_/ while 50 per cent
preferred ['217 and 17 per cent preferred the unround vowel

1it,e0nard Bloomfleld, "The Stressed Voweles of American

English," Language, XI (April, 1935), 108, cited in Elders,
p. 19, indicates that / J_/ is used in homely words_like hog.
MeDeavid, p. 148, shows a elight preference for JZJ7 over

@.7 in the South Carolina Pledmont, _Thomas, "Pronunclation
n Downstate New York," p. 35, finds / &/ dominant in dovwn-
state New York while /& / alone 1s proncunced in hog In up-
atate New York as shown in "Pronunglation_ in Upstate New York,"
p. 70, Wheatley, p. 40, says /J_/ and [J:7 are the usual
propunclations of the vowel in hog in_the South. Elders,
p. 19, says that hog usually hae / ./ in Parker County, and
Stanley, p. 17, states that the tendency in East Texas 1s to
round the vowel but that both unrounded and rounded low back
vowels are common., Kenyon and Knott, p. 205, list /&-/,
[97, and [ 7 with the Southern preference [ V.7, [ %/,

and [f£a7.
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17157. Group II children, however, pronounced hog with
rounded back vowels, 67 per cent choosing /J_/ and 33 per
gent choosing / 0 7.

Hot was generally pronounced with /A./. Only three
spsakers chose / £ 7 whlle twenty-three speakers chose [a7g e

TABLE X1I
PRONUNCTIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN HOT

= s
T —————

—— S e s ————
Group L[] 17 (27
I.II Aggregate 2%  (89%) 3 (11
I-II Parents 10 (83% 2 (174
I Parents 4 (67% 2 (33
II Parents 6 (100%
I-IT Children 13 (93%; 1 (07%;
I Children 5 (83% 1 (17%
II Children 8_(100%)

Group II unanimously preferred / &/ 1n hot. Group I speakers
generally preferred / &/, but 33 per cent of Group I parents
chose [f£17; however, only 17 per cent qf Group I children
showed a preference for / ©_/.

12mders, p. 18, regularly finds /&7 as the vowsl in
hot, and Stanley, p. 16, says_that the vowel regularly appears
1n Bast Texas as a short /A&7, MeDavid, p. 146, records
/[ &-7 alone in hot, and Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate
New York," p. 25, and "Pronunciation in Upstate New York,"
p. 69, finds / &/ without variation., Kenyon, p. 184, finds

regularly in General American Speech, and Krapp, p. 57,

finds [7%57 in all sections except New England. ZKurath,
"American Pronunciation,"” p. 287, cited in Elders, p. 18,
says that "The most sallent features of the Western type of
speeking sre . . . the unrounded vowel of father, only shorter,
in hot . . . " Kenyon and Knott, p. 208, Iist /a./ as the
preference, with / 4/ as an Eastern and Southern varlatlon.




22

Knot was pronounced with /@ / as the vowel almost with-
out variation. One speaker preferred,["&ﬁ7, and twenty~fiwve
preferred /a.7:1>

TABLE X111l
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN ENOT

Group _42547 _4:E£7 A#ASZQZ——-

II Children* 7_.(88%) 1 _(127%)
*# This 1s the only group which showed variatilon.

There was & great deal of variation in the pronunclation
of the word mockingbird (first syllable).l4 Twelve speakers
preferred / &.7; five speakers preferred [/ K _/; eight speakers

preferred / J_/; and one speaker d4id not respond, 1>

13E1ders, p. 18, and Stanley, p. 16, regularly find
[ &7 in words of this glass. Kenyon, p. 184, says that
knot regularly has / @/ in General American_speech, Kenyon
and Knott, p. 245, show /&./ in knot with / &7 as an East-
ern and Southern preference.

1448 /707 was the expected Group II response, it 1is
interesting to note that half of Group II parents preferred
[ A7 end that the Informants who responded with /[ &/ were
women., Extensive cross-testing failed to disestabllish thils
pronunciation as the conscious_one, and 1t must be conecluded
that the pronunciation of /@7 in mockingbird was a normal
pronunciation for these Informants.

15E1ders, p. 19, records /0 7 (70%) in mockingbird.
McDavid, p. 147, cited in Klders, p. 19, finds as the
initial vowel in mockingbird. Kenyon, p. 184, states that
the word regularly has E&Z? in Genersal American speech but
that /2_7 1s not infrequent. Kenyon and Knott, p. 283, show
the order of preference to be /f &/, [ 87, and [ 27.
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TABLE XIV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN MOCKINGEIRD

Wmﬁ“’

Group [\ “‘”“8‘4%55;7"
T-11 Aggregate 12 5 0
I~.II Parents 8 (67% 2 (17% 2 (17%)
I Parents 5 (83%; 1 (17%)
II Parents 3 (50% 1 (17%) 2 (33%)
I-II Children 4 (31%; 3 (23%) 6 (46%)
I Children 2 (40% 3 (60%)
II Children 2. (25%) 3 (37%) 3 (37%)

Group I parents preferred the unrounded /&7 (8%%), but
Group I children showed a tendency to round the vowel to

[ Q7 (60%). Group II parents were evenly divided in their
cholce between an unrounded and a rounded vowel, but Group
IT children preferred the latter,

Pronunciatlon of spot showed little varlation from the
cholee of /& 7 as the vowel, but there were variations in
the quality of the vowel; two Group I parents pronounced
spot with a fronted /&7, or /@</, which is a sound pro=-
duced with the tongue more forward in the mouth, nearly in
the position of / @,/. Twenty-two of the informants chose
[ @.7; two informants chose /& </; and two informants chose

[pJ: 16

16g1ders, p. 18, says that /@7 1is usually found with-
out variation in spot In Parker County; EKenyon, p. 184, finds
[ @7 regularly in General American speech; and Kenyon and
Knott, p. 403, list /[ Q7 with /[ 87 as an Eastern and Southe
ern variant,
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TABLE XV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SPQT

I

—
P

o
M

Group [R4T* LG L7

T-TT Zggregate 2 (0B%) 22 (84%

I.II Parents 2 (17%; 9

I Parents 2 (32% 4

I1 Parents 5

I.II Children 13
5
8

HE-

I Children
II Children
¥Variation of /J &/

Although [‘Q..J wvag the predominant cholce in every group,
Group I parents exhibited a tendency to front the vowel,
and Group I children showed some preference for a rounded
vowel, / 07 (17%). Seventeen per cent of Group II parents
preferred & rounded vowel, / 47, but Group II children
unanimously preferred / A./.

Before L

Those test words in which the vowel was succeeded by },
doll, holiday, and hollow, were pronounced with /[ d./ as the
vowel in the Initlal syllable wilth iittle other varilation,
except [ K7. [ Q7 1s often rounded slightly to / A7 be-
fore 1 in such words, |

Eighteen speakers preferred [/ @R=/ as the vowel in doll,
and eight speakers preferred /A7 17

17Stanley, p. 17; Elders, p. 20; McDavid, p. 146; and
Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 37, and
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TABLE XVI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN DOLL

———
e

|

it

.. JTOUp 4 LI97

J-II Aggregate 1 70

I-1I Parents 6 (50%
I Parents 2 (33%)
II Parents L (67%
I-II Children 12 (86%
I Children 5 (83%
II Children 7..(88%)

A

Group I parents preferred / K/ (67%) as the vowel in doll,
but Group I children preferred /@ / (83%), only 17 per cent

"Pronunclation in Upstate New York," p. 72, all encounter

6@57 as the preferred vowel in doll., Charles K. Thomas, An
Introduction to the Phonetics of American English (New York,
1947Y, pp. 216-241, indicates the following vowel preferences
for the word doll:

Area First Second Third

Fastern New England [a] [7 [97

The Middle Atlantic Area [ &/
The North Central Area a7 [a7
Western Pennsylvania L7
The Southern Mountsin Area /@7 [ 97
The Southwest Coastal Area [ @7

Wheatley, p. 40, says that 419 and /[ 2:7 are the usual
vowel pronunclations for doll in the speech of the South.
Doll, "as some people pronounce (it)," 1s ueed by Robertson,
p. T4, as a key word for /K7. Krapp, p. 58, says that he
finds bvoth /@, 7 and [ O_/ in Gemeral American speech, Ken-
yon and Knott, p. 133, 11lst the preferences /[ &/, [/ K/,

and /37, in that order,




26

choosing /7. Group II parents preferred /@&./ (67%), but
%3 per cent preferred a rounded vowel while only 12 per cent
of Group II children chose the rounded vowel / 7.

Most speakers, twenty-two, preferred /&./ in holiday,

but four pronounced the word with / £ 7 as the vowel : 18

TABLE XVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN HOLIDAY

G | /) J
T:TT*Azg:Egate z Afz;Tg%} JC:QJZ
|

it
1
i

I-II Parents 10
I Parents 4
II Parents 6
I-IT Children 12
I Children _ 5
II Children T

Thirty-three per cent of Group I parente preferred to round
the vowel in the initlal syllable to / £/ while 67 per cent
chose [1257; Group I children, however, preferred the vowel
[ A7 (83%), and only 17 per cent chose / A/. Group II par-
ents chose / @/ unanimously, but Group II children showed
gome rounding, / A7 (17%), preferring /@7 (88%).

18Elders, p. 20, notes only one variation from /&
to / #@7 in holiday. Thomas, "Pronuncilation in Downstate
New York," p. 37, and "Pronunciation in Upstate New York,"
P.72, shows negligible varilation from [ﬁlﬁ7. Kenyon and
Knott, p. 206, list /@ 7 first, with the Eastern and South-
ern choice / B0/,
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Pronunciation of the word hollow showed no variation at

all from the vowel sound /@&./.19

Before Nasals

Anticlpation of a nasal sound /M7 or /M7 in all of
the words in thie group, almond, barn, bomb, donkey, honest,
bonk, palm, swamp, led to nasallzation of the vowel preceding
the nasal. At the same time that the speech organs were pre-
paring the vowel sound, the velum was lowering in order to
permit articulatlion of the nasal sound; both sounds, In effect,
were beling produced at the szame time, and the result was a
nasalized vowel,

Almond was pronounced in seversal ways.20 The initilal
vowel sound oceurred as [ &/, /6.7, L 37, and [Fd/.
Eleven of the speakers preferred [7&;7; nine speakers chose
[R7; only two speakers preferred [ﬁi:?; and a total of
four speakers chose /397 :°%

198tanley, pP. 17, findg that is invariable in hol~
low; Elders, p. 20, finds {cg (100 Thomas, "Pronunciation
Tn Upstate New York, ¥ records GL_7 in the speech of
all informants Krapp, p. 58, records the occurrence of both
and /97 in General American speech. Kenyon and Knott,
06, show 7 @/ as the preference, with / 4/ as an Eastern
and Southern varlant.

20ppopunciation occurred awmah Qf&é g. ﬂ?
as fammdy, @AmamdY ., Glman [omandy, end Z3mondy .
2lgenyon ang Knott, p. 13, list /4.7, /3, 17 and fre-
) 9

quently man_;l/ in New England, Stanley, Pe , Saye that
the pronunciation in East Te as is /B &?‘h— . El

re,
gshows the variations N(c imon [amon(dy é manb
and the favorite ﬁl‘m@w %)LB
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TABLE XVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN ALMOND

e ——— oo - e ————
Grou fi, X [0

I-11 Aggrggate 11 %43%) 9 (35%) 2 _((%;) 4 (15%
I-1I Parents 8 (67%; 1 (08%) 3 (25%)
I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%)
11 Parents 3 (50% 3 (50%;
I-II Children 3 (21% 9 (64%; 1 (07%) 1 (07%
I Children 1 (17%) | 4 (66% 1 (17%)
11 Children 2 (25%) | 5 (63%) 1 (12%)

The pronunciation of almoend by Group I parents ghowed that
they preferred.gr?i§7 rather consistently, only 17 per cent
choosing another vowel, 17317. Group II parents were evenly
divided in their cholce between /@ 7 and /@7, the fronted
variant of /@ 7. Group I children showed a decided prefer-
ence for [Tii7; 17 per cent chose Lﬁ§27, and 17 per cent
chose /9/. Group II children exhibited approximately the
same degree of variation; the majority chose [Tii? (63%),
and 25 per cent chose / &/, 12 per cent choosing / 9.7.

érii7 was preferred as the vowel in barn by.nineteen
speakers; seven speakers chosge 17527:22

Ezﬁlders, . 23, says that 67 per cent of his informants
preferred 1770 in barn., He also mentions that Thomas, "Pro-
nunclation in Downstate New York," p. 34, "records a predomi-
nance of /&7 in barn." However, Elders is mistaken; ninety
informants chose /&:/, and only fifteen chose /#:/in barn.
The other words which Elders lists are also pronounced pre-
dominantly with /Q:/ instead of /H:7, Thomas, "Pronuncia-
tion 1n Upstate New York," p. 68, records 22 of 48 speakers
with fronted /@ / before r. Roberteon, p. 394, says that




TABLE XIX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN BARN

i

Group a 4.’2] (37
I-1I Aggregate 7 (27%) 19 (73%
I-II Parents 6 §50%) 6 (50%
I Parents 5 {83% 1 (174
I Parents 1 (174 5 (83%
I-II Children 1 (07% 13 (93%
I Children 1 (174 5 (83%
II Children 8 _(100%

Group I parents generally chose [ a”,_7, a2 few preferring [497;
Group II parents chose [ 5_7, and only 17 per cent favored
[&7. Group I children preferred / A7, only 17 per cent
selecting /@A.7 as the vowel, Group II children showed no
~

varistion from the choice of / 07,

Bomb was preferred with / K7 as the vowel by elght of
the informants; elghteen chose /i &_7:23

[ @7 in barn in the New York City area, parts of the Ohio
Valley, and Texas, tends to shift to [/ M/ or /£ 97; "New
England differs strikingly," aays Robertson, in that /@7
shifts toward / A.7/ in those areas where r is lost., Kenyon
and Enott, p. 39, 1list /&r/, Eastern and Southern /@:/.

[ d -t

. 2®Erders, p. 21, records /&7 (87%), /37 (03%), and
[Bam/ (10%). Stanley, p. 17, cited by Elders, p. 21, says
that”/Bam/ and /paem/ ere the only East Texas pronunciations
of bomb, ~MecDavid, p. 148, recgrds / A_/ predominant, then

Q7 and less_frequently / 9 /. Krapp, p. 58, records both

Q / and [ J in General American speech, ZKenyon and Knott,
p. 52, 1ist [/,
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TABLE XX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN BOMB

Group L4] v L2
I.II Aggregate 18 (70%) 8 (30%
I-II Parents 8 (67% 4 (337
I Parents 5 (837 1 (17%
Il Parents 3 (50% 3 (50%
I-II Children 10 (7% L (29%
I Children 3 (50% 3 (50%
II Children 7 (88% 1 (12%

Eighty~-three per cent of Group I parents preferred [/ ¢ &_7', and
17 per cent chose [' é:7 3 Group II parents, however, were even-
1y divided in their choice between /@7 and /7B 7. Similarly,
Group I children were evenly divided between /[ @&.7 end /8./;
Group II children, however, showed a preference for / G,/
(88%).

Seventeen speakers preferred / . 13:7 in donkey; six pre-
ferred [G,7; and three speakers chose / 3.7 :°%

24c . K, Thomas Phonetice of American En liﬁh
« B s 91 American znglisia, PPe. 216~
241, indicates the following vowel preferences for donkey:

Area First Second Third
Eastern New England a7 LR7 [T
The Middle Atlantic Area / A7 L a7
The South L 97 L&/

The North Central Area /37 v

The Southern Mountain Area / J/
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TABLE XXI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN DONKEY

W
I.I1 Aggregate 6 (23%) 17 (66%;' 3 (11%)
I-IT Parents 4 (33%; 7 (58% 1 {(09%)

I Parents L (67% 2 (33%)

II Parents 5 (83%; 1 (17%;
I-II Children 2 (14%) 10 (72% 2 (14%

I Children 1 {17%) 3 (50%) 2 (33%)
II Children 1 (12%) 7__{88%)

While Group I parents preferred the unrounded [75;7, only 33
per cent choosing [“Ei7, Group I children exhibited a shift
to the rounded vowels, [fii7 (50%) and [75:7 (33%), Group II
parents preferred ["Ei7 (83%), 17 per cent choosing / 37/,
but Group II children occasionally chaseILTi;7 (12%), the
majority preferring /07 (88%).

The pronunclation of honest showed few of the charac-
teristics of the other words of thilg group. Variant pro-
nunclations were limited to three instances with /@7 as the

ot
vowel while twenty-one speakers preferred the vowel / @/;

two speakers made no response:25
The Central Midland ZTQ;7.
The Northwest L 97 Y ¥4

The Southwest Coastal Area / 97

2SThomas, "Pronuncistion in Downstate New York," p. 37,
records zr2§§7 alone in honest. Whesatley, p. 42, says that
[ A7 1s considered vulgar In the South. Kenyon and Knott,
P. 207, list /@ 7, Eagtern and Southern preference / R7.
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TABLE XXII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN HOKEST

Group é_ aj & L 0.7

I-11 Aggregate 21  (87%) % (13%;
I-II Parente 10 (83%; 2 (17%
I Parente 5 (83% 1 (17%3
II Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%
I-II Children 11 (91%) 1 (09%)
I Children® 5 (100%)

II Childrent* 6 (86%) 1 (14%)

* One spesker d4id not respond,

A majority of the speakers in every group preferred [/ ¢ é:_? as
the vowel in honest. Only a trace of each group, except
Group I ehildren, preferred / D_7

/"3 7 was chosen as the vowel in honk by thirteen speak-
ers; [8_7 was chosen by iten speakers; and [EJ was chosen

by three speakers :26

%Elders, p. 22, records [3 (80%), n_7 (17%) and
a— (03%) in honk, Kenyon and Knott, p. 207, show / 97
a.nd Thcmas, Phonetics af American ‘Ehglish,
pp. 216 241, recorda the f‘oﬁowing vowel preferences or honk:

Area First Second Third
Eastern New England a7 L7 [o7
The Middle Atlantic Area a7 A7
The North Central Area L 97 LR/  [a]
The Central Midland | L97

The Northwest L7 YA ¥4
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TABLE XXIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN HONK
e e e o r——_ e B —
Group L[] » 2
I-1I Aggregate 3 (11%) 10 (39%) 13 (50%)
I-II Parente 2 (17%) 4 (33% 6 (50%)
I Parents 2 (33%) 2 (33% 2 (33%;
II Parents 2 (33% 4 (67%
I-II Children 1 (07%) 6 (43% 7 (50%)
I Children 1 (17%) 3 (50%; 2 (33%}
II Children 3. (37% 5 (63%

Group I parents showed an even divisién of cholce of the
three sounds /& 7, /K7, and [~37. Group II parents, how-
ever, chose 115:7 (67%) as the vewel in honk, the remainder
choosing 171537. Group I children exhibited a tendency to
ghift toward the rounded vowels /0.7 (50%) and /97 (33%).
Group II children chose only the rounded vowels Z_éa7 (37%)
and /9.7 (63%). |

The pronuncilation of the word palm showed that ten of
the speakers preferred.lfii?} and sixteen preferred [75;7=

TABLE XXIV
PRONUNCIATICON OF THE STRESBED VOWEL IN PALM

Group [a7 [ BT 927
I-II Aggregate 16 (61%) 10 (39%)
I-II Parents 9 (75% 3 (25%)
I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%)
II Parents 4 (67% 2 (33%;
I-II Children 7 (50%) 7 (50%
I Children 3 (50%3 3 (50%;
II Children 4 _ (50% 4 (50%
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Both groups of parents preferred / 5,_7 in palm, only a few
chooging fﬁ] Both groups of children evenly divided their
choices, 50 per cent choosing [&_7 and 50 per cent choosing
87

[&:_7 wag chosen as the vowel 1ln swamp by seventeen of
the speakers while eight chose /47 and one chose L3727

TABLE XXV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SWAMP

Group_ L7 WAL [37

I-TII Aggregate 17 (664% ; 8 (31%)

I-IT Parents 9 (75% 3 (25%)

I Parents 6 (100%

11 Parents 3 (50% 3 (50%

I-II Children 8 (574 5 (36% 1 (07%;

I Children 3 (50%3 2 (33% 1 (17%

II Children 5 (63% 3 (37%

Group I parents preferred [5,_7 alone as the vowel, but Group
II parents evenly divided thelr cholces between ['&.3_7 and

[ B7. The children of both groups preferred [ @7 but showed
some tendency to round the vowel to [5_7.

2TElders, p. 21, records [-7_7 (37%), [ @7 (33%),

(30%4). Stanley, 19, says_that the vowel in swamp hab it

ally rounds to or / 3/ in East Texas. Kenyon, D.
regularly finde / @,/ in General American speech, but "o }
1s common on the Western Reserve," McDavid, p. 148, shows
[ -9_7 slightly predominant over [' Q-/, Thomas,"Fronunciation
in Downstate New York," p and "Pronunciation in Upsatate
New York," p. 72, shows f' Gb predominant Kenyon and EKnott,
p. 415, list eeveral preferences: [a. 2‘)_}, 0/

Eastern /07, /797, [/@;/; Southern 0_7[ a7, 7.
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Before R
The pronunclation of the vowel before r, slightly raising
the vowel in anticlpation of r, led to several variations in

words of this group: DYarbed, barn, cart, dark, garden, hard,
28

large, orange, sharp, tar, and yard,

28E1ders, p. 22, found / g/ to be predominant in such
words., Referring to the pronunclation of [ @-7 vefore r, he
cites several authors: Stanley, p. 18, usually found / K
but sometimes found [ Q.7; Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate
New York," p, 33, says that the poeltion of / &/ 1s unstable
in that area of New York and that an r following the sound
lengthens the sound, but a dropped r causes the sound to be
conslderably 1engthened [ @/ often approaches the uality
of / K/, but without the characteristic rounding of
Thomas, quoted by Elders, p., 23, says that the shift teward
the rounded vowel ls "in striking contrast to the shift to-
ward /A:7 in New England and parts of upstate New York."
Kurath, p. 293, says that the gound now before r in Southern
speech 1s usually rounded to / K /. Wheatley, p. 41, says
that the cultivated Southerner pronounces such words as hard
and mark S;lth [@:27 while some Easterners pronounce the words
with Zi‘

Thomas, "Pronunciatlion in Downstate New York," p. 34,

records ¢L. pég -ﬁinant 1n words of the kind liated above*

barn

dark 13 8
garden 11 8
large 48 10
sharp 4 5

In "Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 68, Thomss records
these results: [‘_7 @_7

asyr/ r

22 26

barn

dark 12 g
garden 11 124
hard 4 2
large 7 T
yard 7 23

Kenyon and EKnott, op. cit., list all of those words

with /@r7 and ES /Q:7.
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Thirteen speakers preferred / @/ in barbed; ten chose

Lh7:

TABLE XXVI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN BAREED

m—— —— T

!
i
I
|

Group L&/ A [T

I-II Aggregate 13 (50%) 10 (39%) 3 (11%2)
I.II Parents 8 (67%) 2 (17%) 2 (17%)

I Parents 6 (100%;

IT Parente 3 (50% 3 550%

I~II Children 8 (57%; 5 (36% 1 (07%)

I Children 3 (50% 2 (33% 1 (17%;
11 Children 2__(25%) 5 (63%) 1 (12%

Group I parents chose /@ 7/ alone as the vowel in barbed, and
Group II parents were evenly divided between the pronuncia-
tion of /&7 or [ B/ as the initlal vowel, Group I children,
preferring /[ @./ (50%), also showed a preference for the
rounded vowels / K7 (33%) and /97 (17%). Group II children,
preferring a rounded vowel, / K7 (63%) and /27 (12%), showed
some tendency toward the unrounded vowel /&7 (25%).

A full diecusslion of the word barn ls glven ln an earllier

part of thls chapter, page 29,

Qgﬂbst of the adult speakers seemed to conclude that the
pronunciation 46457 wag evidence of substandard speech habits,
and they carefully avolded the pronunciation in every instance.
The younger informents, however, dropped the pr without hesita-
tion, and one youngster, when asked to, re eat “the word he had
just pronounced, said emphatically, /'bab,watr/.
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8ix speakers preferred / G/ in cart, one of whom pro-
nounced cart with the fronted /CQ/; fifteen preferred [0 7;
five chose /2 7:7°

TABLE XXVII

PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN CART

Group VA LR7 (97

I-1I Aggregate 6 (23%) - 15 (58%) 5 (19%)
I-II Parents 5 (42%; 6 (50%) 1 (08%)

I Parents &% (83% 1 (17%)

II Parents 5 (83%; 1 ?lT%;
I-II Children 1 (07%; S (64% 4 (29%

I Children 1 (17% 5 (83%) N

0

II Children . 4 (50%)
% One informant used fronted / , or JU</.

While 83 per cent of Group I parents preferred /Q,/ as the
vowel In cart, 83 per cent of Group I children preferred the
rounded vowel /[ &7, and only 17 per cent chose the /Q.7 of
their parents., Group II parents preferred / 7 (83%), and
Group II children were evenly divided in their choice between
LR/ and [97.

81x speakers pronounced /[ @,/ in dark; eighteen chose

L K07; and two preferred [0 7:

3oElders, p. 24, records the equal appearance of /& /
and /M7 in cart 1n the speech of Parker County. In This
gtudy there were no instances of pronunciation in which the
r wasg dropped from cart, except in the pronunciation of
those children, noted in the Appendix, who had a slight speech
impediment due to the nonretroflexion of the r.
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TABLE XXVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN DARK

Growp | [&7 Lo/ 9
I-1I Aggregate \kﬂ‘,s.ﬂ(zzﬁg.. 18 -(70%) 2 (07%) -
I-11 Parents 6 (50% 5 (42%) 1 (08%)
I Parents 5 (83%; 1 (17%)
II Parents 1 {17% 4 (66%) 1 (17%;
%—éﬁiggildren 12 ({ggé; 1 (07%

= ren
II Children 7. (88%) 1 (12%)

Eighty-three per cent of Group I parents preferred /@7 in
dark, but Group I children preferred / 47 alone, The major-
1ty of Group II parents preferred / K7 (66%), and Group II
children definitely preferred /[ B/ (88%), only 12 per cent
choosing /37,

Seven speakers preferred / @A/ in garden; eighteen
speakers preferred / K7; and one speaker preferred / 97,

TABLE XXIX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN GARDEN

Group L] LR L9
I-IT Aggregate 7 (27%) 18 (70%) 1 (03%)
I-1I Parents 6 (50%) 6 (50%)

I Parents 5 (83%) 1 (7%

II Parents 1 (17% 5 (83%5

DSde | 1eR a2 @ | 2 om
" ;

11 chilgﬁgn ! 7 (88%) 1 (12%)
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The word hard shares many of the characteristic trends
in pronunciation which the other words of this group show,
Ten spé&fkerg"féﬁose [ Rs7 &8 the vowel in hard; ten speakers
chose /M7 and six speakers chose /9 7,0

TABLE XXX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN HARD

i Y p—
WPt -

Group [&] Lo/ (97
I-1I Aggregate 10 (39%) 10 (39%) 6 (22%)
I-II Parents 6 250%) 4 (33%) 2 (17%)

I Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%)

IT Parents 1 (7% 3 (50%) 2 (33%
I-II Children 4 (28% 6 (44%) 4 (28%
I Children 3 (50% 2 (33%; 1 (17%
II Children 1 (127 4 (50% 3..(38%

Group I parents preferred /&7 in this word as in the others,
only 17 per cent choosing [ 0_7. Group 1II parents preferred
[ 7. Group I children preferred /@7, but 33 per cent
chose / &)/ and 17 per cent chose [ 97. Group II children
showed a greater tendency toward rounding than any other group,
50 per cent choosing / K7 and 38 per cent choosing / 97,
only 12 per cent preferring the unrounded /@./.

Ten speakers preferred / ¢ a._7 in large; thirteen preferred
[ K07; and three preferred / 97 as the vowel:

OWheatley, p. 41, says that the cultivated Southern
speaker prefers a._7 In hard, Krapp, p. 60, states that
Q:7 usually occurs in hard in General American speech,




TABLE XXXI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN LARGE

Group [&] L o7 (927

I-11 Aggregate 10 (39%) 13 (50%; 3 (11%;
I-1I Parents 7 (58%) 4 (33% 1 (09%

I Parents 6 (100%)

II Parents 1 (16 4 (67% 1 (16%;
I-II Children 3 (219 g ?6#% 2 (15%

I Children 3 (50% 3 (50%

II Children & (75% 2 (254)

Group I parents preferred / @/ alone in large. Group 1I
parents showed these variations: /87 (67%), [ 97 (16%),
and /&7 (16%). Group I children were evenly divided in
their choice between [ @/ and / R/, Group II children
preferred /K7 (75%) while showing some preference for /J 7/
(25%).

The word orange presented the most variant pronuncia-
tion in this group. One speaker chose / ¢ 5_7 as the vowel;
twelve chose / #7; two chose /[~97; and eleven speskers pre-
ferred the vowel /071t

Slpronunciation of the word orange with /0.7 as the
initial vowel 1s an unusual one, Info ants were retested
for pronunciation of this word, but wa.s invarlably the

response, perhaps the result of a habltyal spelling pron
zﬁatioa These v ;iati occ;rred' [% ; &}7

é% , and FIn Elders,
p. 24, records [b (27%), and th¥ variant pro-

nuncia.tions and /ad nd +» BStanley, p. 19, nmen-
tions that such wor & a8 orange ma ha.ve azg an initial vowel




TABLE XXXII

PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN QORANGE

v aa——

Group a7 | [B7 2 [o7
I-1I Aggregate 1 (03%) |12 (47%; 2 (07%; 11 (43%;
I-II Parents 6 (50% 1 (08% 5 (42%
I Parents 1 (17%; 5 (83%)
1I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%)
I.II Children 1 (07%) | 6 (&3%; 1 (07%) | 6 (43%
I Children 1 (17% 5 (BB%i
II Children 1, (12%2) | 5 (63%) | 1 (12%) | 1 (12%

Group I parents and children preferred / ( 3_7 as the initial

. L
vowel in grange, 17 per cent in each group cheosing / @7 as

"All gradations . ., . _from an unrounded /@7 . . . to an

excegslively rounded
as the vowel,

[a.

Lo7 .

* L

" McDavid, p. 146, records
C. K. Thomas, "American Dictlonaries

and Varlant Prenunciatlions,"” American Speech, XIV (October
1939}, 175-180, makes the %ollowing observations coneerniné

the pronunclation of orange:

Area L 4?_7 [o7  [a7

New England 7 8

Lover New York 185 2 3

Upper New York 115 180 467

New Jersey 83 6 -

Pennsylvanis 59 21 7

Virginia 63 - -

Florilda 50 3 5

Tennessee TL 5 2

Ohlo 2 11 29

Illineis 1 15 16

Loulslana 59 8 1

Texsas 43 13 8

Colorado 1 13 17

Arizona 3 20 34

California 7 21 43
Tresidder, p. 117, records / @7 for 38 speakers, / #7 for
7 speakers, and [& for 55 speakers, Wheatley, p. 43, states
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the only variant., Group II parents and children preferred the
same sound; Group II parents chose [fﬁ£7 (83%) and [75:7 (17%),
end Group II children produced the variations [fii? (63%),
[RT (12%), 37 (12%), ana /87 (12%).

One speaker preferred /@-/ in gharp; elght preferred
[ R7; and seventeen preferred / 2 7:

TABLE XXXTIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SHARP

— M il
Group {:‘Eﬁ é:!ZE 4:3221__.

I-1I Aggregate 1 (03%) .8 (31%; 17 (66%;
I-1I Parente 1 (08%) & (50% 5 (424
I Parents 1 (17%) 5 (83%;

11 Parents 1 (17% 5 (83%;
I-II Children 2 (14%; 12 (86%
I Children 2 (33% 4 (67%)
II Children 8 (100%)

Seventeen per cent of Group I parents chose /@7, but the
majority preferred / 87 (83%). Group II parents preferred
[97 (83%), 17 per cent choosing /87, Only 33 per cent of
Group I children preferred the / K/ of their parents; the

ma jority preferred /9 7 (67%). Group II children chose /37

unanimously.

that orenge 1s alwaye pronounced with / Q7 in the South.
Kenyon, p. 181, says that the riapillng eneral American
pronuncistion of orange is Aﬁﬁ%ﬂ . Kenyon and Enott,
p. 306, list /[ 37, L7, and [ 8/,




43

Five speakers chose /@& / as the vowel in tar; eleven of
the speakers chose /K 7; and ten preferred / 9 7:-°

TABLE XXXIV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN TAR

W
Group [&] WAL-Y, L2927

I-1I Aggregate 5 (18 11 (43%) 10 (39%)

I-11 Pg%en%s 3 éES;E; 7 (58§) 2 (07%)

I Parents 3% (50%) 3 (50%)

1I Parents 4 (67%; 2 (33%;

I-II Children 2 (14%) 4 (28% 8 (57%

I Children 1 (17%& 3 (50%) 2 (33%)

II Children o 1* (129 1 (12%) 6__(75%)

ne

Group I parents were evenly divided in thelr cholce between
L @7 and [M] as the vowel in tar. Group II parents pre-
terred [ M7 (67%), but 33 per cent chose / 9J. Group I
children preferred / K/, and 33 per cent chose / 9 7/, the
group tending to round the vowel more often than thelr par-
ents. /37 (75%), [ M (12%), and [RE/ (12%) character-
ized the pronunciation of Group II children,
The pronunciation of yard is typlcal of most of the

words of this group., Ten speakers preferred / @7 as the
vowel; thirteen speakers preferred [ 0_7; and three speakers

chose /9 /:

*2%yapp, p. 61, generally finds [R-_7 in tar in General
American speech,
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TABLE XXXV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN YARD

Group L‘.’Z Cﬂz [QJ
I-1I Aggregate 10 {39% 13 (50%) 3 (11%)
I-II Parents 6 (50% 5 (42%) 1 (08%)
I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%;

II Parents 1 (17% 4 (66% 1 (17%
I-II Children A 528% 8 (57%) 2 (14%
I Children 4 (67% 2 (33%§

I1I Children 6 (715% 2__(25%2)

Group I parents chose [@.7 (83%), and Group II parents pre-

terred / M7 (66%), Group I children generally preferred the
unrounded vowel /@7 (67%), but 33 per cent chose the rounded
L B]. Group II children showed a preference for the rounded

vowels: /[ R7 (75%) and /97 (25%).

Group II Summary

(1) Before fricatives. /@7 was preferred in garage
(93%), hospital (100%), and wash (93%). /27 was almost
invariable in closet (93%) and office (93%). [ 07 (50%)
wag prevalent in wasp, but /@7 (36%) appeared frequently
and /97 (14%) occasionally,

(2) Before stops. /@7 was preferred in doctor (100%),
God (93%), hot (100%), knot (93%), and spot (93%), but /9 7
was predominent in hog (100%). Mockingbird exhibited a great
deal of variation: /[ @7 (36%) and /97 (36%) appeared
equally; /7K / (28%) appeared less frequently,
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(3) Before 1. [ @7 was preferred in doll (79%), holi-
day (79%), and hollow (100%).

(4) Before nasals, é"ii7 was generally pronounced in
barn (93%) and donkey (86%). 17&27 was preferred in bomb
(71%) and honest (79%). Honk was most often pronounced with
L 5_7 (64%), but /[ D7 (36%) was a frequent pronunclation.
[7627 (57%) was generally preferred in palm and swamp, but
/7 (48%) was frequent. 1-527 (36%) and ZTEi? (36%) ap-
peared equally in almond; /RQ7 (21%) was pronounced less fre-

guently.
(5) Before r. [ #], often rounded to / 9/, was pre-
ferred in barn, (93%), cart (64%), dark (79%), garden (86%),

herd (50%), large (71%), orange (71%), and yard (71%). Sharp
was generally pronounced with [9.7 (93%). Barbed was usually
pronounced with / B/ (57%), but /&7 (36%) was a frequent
pronunciation. Tar was pronounced with /R 7 (57%) and /[@A.7
(36%).

Group I Summary
(1) Before fricatlves, [/ @&-/ (92%) was preferred in
arage, hospital, and wash, Wasp was generally pronounced
with /@7 (67%) but often with /@7 (33%). [ BT (42%)
was a frequent pronunciation in closet, but /[ @/ (33%) and
[’0_7 (25%) were often pronounced, Qffice was preferred with

797 (67%).
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(2) Before stops. /@7 was preferred in doctor (100%),
God (75%), hot (75%), knot (100%), and spot (92%). [ 97
(50%) and not infrequently /[ &/ (42%) was pronounced in hog.
Mockingbird was most often pronounced with /@7 (58%), but
797 (25%) was not uncommon,

(3) Before 1. [@G./ was preferred in holiday (75%),
hollow (100%), and doll (58%) although / &/ (42%) was a

frequent pronunclation in doll,

(4) Before nasals, gﬁﬁ;7 wag preferred in honest (83%)
and gwamp (75%). [7527 (67%) and [ M7 (33%) occurred in
bomb and palm. /@7 was the usual pronunclation in almond
(50%), barn (50%), and donkey (42%), but /K7 was almost
equally important. Honk was preferred with.[f]ﬁJ? (42%), but
[37 (33%) was not uncommon.

(5) Before r. [@7 was preferred in barbed (75%),
hard (67%), large (75%), and yard (75%). [/ &7 occurred in
cart (50%), dark (58%), garden (50%), and tar (50%); /@7

wag salmost equally important as a pronunclation in those

words, Sharp was preferred with /&7 (58%), but the secon-
dary pronunciation was / 9/ (33%). Orange was preferred

with /"Q7 (83%).

Chapter Summary
The following table indicates relative choices of parents
and children; a hyphen (~) indicates equal choice, and a comma

() indicates descending order of choice:




TABLE XXXVI

PRONUNCIATION PREFERENCES OF PARENTE AND
CHILDREN IN GROUPS I AND II

e et et e e
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Word I Parenta| I Chlldren | II Parents | II Chlldren
closet a,b,? 0,9, & ) 2, G
garage a a, o G. a,b
hospital @ a,6 b a a
office 2,a,0 J, 0 J J, 10
wash a a, Q @,
wa.sp a b a-n-9 o,a,d
God a A <% @, 0
hog 0,4 9,00 2 9
hot a, a, & a.
knot Q. 75 a , o

mockingbird &, 60 2, & a,2 0 D-J, &
spot @ Q, o a,mp @
doll b, a a,b a,n a,n
holiday a,b a, @ a,b
almond Qd 0, -89 Q-89 ,a,d
barn &, o, @ b, 4 %
bomb a,b a-io a-p a, b
donkey a, o 1, 2,6~ D, 0, G
"honest a,b a. a, b a,b
honk. a-n-2 L, & 2,0 92,b




TABLE XXXVI ~«Continued

48

Word I Parents | I Children | II Parents | II Children
palm a,o a-n a,p a-p»
swamp a Q, b2 a-k a,b
barbed @ Q,p,o a-w 0,4,
cart a,i P, KL, D 0~
dark a, b o b, -9 0,9
garden a,p 0, & b, & b, 0
hard a, b a,p® | ke | B
large a a-b 0,a-2 | b0
orange o, b o, o 0, b, a-2-0
gharp o a J,0 9, b 2
tar a'b 0, 0, G b, 2, a-b
yard Q,0 G 0 0,4-2 b, o

It may be seen gquite readily that the pronunciations of such

words as closet, wasp, hog, moecklngbird, dell, barn, donkey,

honk, cart, dark, garden, sharp, and tar Indicate the pref-

erence

of Group I children for the pronuncliations of Group

II rather than for the pronunclations of Group I parents.

In every case the vowel of Group I children is more rounded

than the vowel chosen by the parental group; the vowel cholce

of Group I children agrees with the choice made by Group II

speakers.
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The pronunciatlons of Group II children show a fairly
consistent agreement with those of Group II parents.

The indication is, therefore, that the speech of Group
I children 1s accommodating itself to the native pronuncia-

tlons of words common to both groups,




CHAPTER III
THE VOWEL SOUNDS /&7 AND /07

The symbols / B 7 and /D represent the vowel sounds
heard, respectively, in such words as dell, pronounced with
the lipe slightly rounded, and jaw or law, with the llipas
fully rounded, The two vowels are generally identifled by
characterlistic rounding of the lips, as copposed to the
/@7 sound, studied in Chapter II, which 1s characteristi-

cally unround,

L7
The sound represented by the symbol / A/ generally oc-

curs in the English pronunclation of such words as cot, iop,

ot, and fodder, commonly labeled "short o" words. The sound
may be articulated by following either of two procedures:
first, the lips and tongue are posed as for the pronunciation
of /97, and then the lips are slightly unrounded and the
tongue moved slightly forward; for the second procedure, the
lips and tongue are posed as for the pronunciation of [7&57,
and the lips are then slightly rounded and the tongue slightly
retracted. The sound /& 7, usually an allophone of either

[ G or [O7, may then occur,

50




Before_FricatiV@s

In the words of this group, coffee, cross, lost, moth,

soft, and trough, / O/ is usuelly predominant in this area,
with /[ O/ a secondary preference., Not very frequently is
[ A7 heard in these words in the native dlalect,

Coffee exhibits the approximate degres of varlation in
the pronunclation of words in this group. Three speakers
chose /@7 as the vowel; seven chose / A1 7; but sixteen
speakers preferred the word coffee with /9 7 as the initial

vowsl.l

TABLE XXXVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN COFFEE

Group [a] LRr] 9.7
I-II Aggregate 3 {12%) 7 (27%) 16 (61%)
I-1T Pavents > (@5 3 (25%) 6 (50%)
I Parents 3 (50% 3 (50%)

II Parents 6 (100%;
I-II Children 4 (29% 10 (71%
I Children 3 250% 3 (50%)
11 Children 1 (12% 7 __(88%)

lE1ders, p. 27, gives /0.7 (93%) and /7 (07%) as the
vowels in the first sgllable of coffee., Stanley, p. 20, re-
cords "all gradations” of low-back vowels in such words as
coffee, MeDavid, p. 148, shows é’ O’Eg predominant but /a7
not Tﬁfrequent in speech of the South Carolina Piedmont, In
"Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 36, and "Pronuncla-
tion in Upstate New York," p. 71, Thomas gives / J_/ as the




52

Group I parents dlvided their cholice evenly between [ &,/ and
[ 0] as the vowel in goffes (first syllable); Group I chil~.
‘&mm chose equally Z71L7 and [fCL7, preferring the rounded
vowels, Group II chose /J_/ as the vowel almost invariably.

Two speakers chose /& /; nine chose /#_7; and fifteen
chose /0 7 as the vowel in gross:®

TABLE XXXVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN CROSS

H

e

== - e B
P ’/‘—?&é) = 2

I1-II Aggregate 2 (08 9 (35 15 (57

I-II Parents 1 (07%) 5 (35%; 6 (57%;

I Parents 1 (17%) 5 (83%)

II Parents 6 (100%

I-II Children 1 (07%) 4 (29%; 9 (64%

I Children 4 (67% 2 (33%

II Children 1_ (12%) 7 (88%)

Group I parents preferred é—kL7 in cross, and only 17 per cent

chose the unround [TR=7; Group I children, however, showed a
minority preference for /9 7 (33%), the majority choosing
[ 7. Group II was almost unanimously in favor of L97 as

the vowel.

regular pronunciation, / K/ occurring occaslenally, Wheatley,
p. 41, says that </ usually occurs in Southern coffee snd
that / in coffee 1z offensive to the Southern ear, Krapp,
p. 59, 1lists both / &/ and / 9/ 1in General American speech.
Kenyon and Knott, p. 90, say that /J_7 prevails, then / b/
and 11217-

®Elders, p. 27, finds /=R 7 (03%), (03%), [97
(94%) in crg; . Stanley p.zgdfrreeords é??‘Zf the ioé:back
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Three speakers preferred /A7 as the vowel in lost; six
preferred /K 7; and seventeen preferred /9 7:°

TABLE XXXIX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN LOST

Group [a/ [0/ [ 27
I-II Aggregate 3 (12%) 6 (23%) 17 (65%)
I.II Parents 3 (25%) 2 (17%) 7 (58%)
I Parents 3 (50%) 2 (33%) 1 (17%)
II Parents & (100%)
I-II Children 4 (29% 10 (71%)
I Children 4 (674) 2 (33%;
II Children 8_(100%

Group I parente preferredlf?y57 (50%) but showed some tendency
to round the vowel to [ K/ (33%), or even to /97 (17%).

[ K_/ was the preference of Group I children (67%), and 33

per cent chose the rounded /707, both choices showing the
tendency of Group I chlldren to favor the rounded vowels.,

Group II chose /9_7 alone.

vowele In such words. Kenyon, p. 182, gives /2 7/ as the
preferred General American pronunclatlion. Kenyon and Knott,

p. 109, 11st [9_7 and /[ B/, in that order, |
3Elders, p. 27, records [ 9.7 (80%) and /[ h0 7 (20%) in

lost. Thomas, "Pronunclation in Downstate New York," p. 36,
and "Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 71, shows / J

to be predominent, with an occasionel /b /. Kenyon, p. 182, .
records /0 _/ as the prevailing pronunciation of the vowel

in loet in General American speech, Kurath, op. cit., p. 288,

finds Z-J%? elmost invariable i | Western speech,
Kenyon and Knott, p. 260, list 2 J 5, zékLi.
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Three speakers chose /@& 7/ as the vowsl in moth; twelve
chose /B 7; and eleven preferred /9 _7:%*

TABLE XL
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN MOTH

Group < _ L’&Z L:-Z.._.a
I-1I Aggregate 3 (12%; 12 (46%) 11 (42%
I-II Parents 2 (16% 5 (42%) 5 (42%

I Parents 2 (33%) 3 (50%; 1 (17%
II Parents 2 (33% 4 (57%;
I-II Children 1 (07%) 7 (50%) 6 (43%
I Children 1 {(17%) 4 (67%; 1 (17%)
II Children 3 _(38% 5 (62%)

The majority of Group I parents preferred [/ K/ (50%), but
33 per cent chose the vowel /@& 7. Sixty-seven per cent of
Group I children preferred / K7 as the vowel, 17 per cent
choosing [ A,/ and 17 per cent choosing /9 7. Group II ine
Torments chose only the rounded vowels: Group II parents
chose [ 9.7 (67%) and /K7 (33%); children chose L[97
(62%) and /[ k/ (38%). |

“Elders, p. 28, finds /97 (60%), /07 (27%), and /&7
(13%) in moth. MeDavid, p. 147, finds /O_7 predominant, and
[ G/ occasional, Thomas, "Pronunciation in Upstate New York,"
D , records [fﬂ alone in moth. Kenyon, p. 182, shows
J_/ predominant In moth. Krapp, p. 59, lists both [ @/ and
Y./ in General American speech, Kurath, p. 288, says That
J_/ 1s invarlable in moth in Western speech. Bloomfleld,
op. git,, p. 109, cited in Elders, p., 27, found /J_7/ in moth
to be predominant in Central Wegtern speech, Kenyon and
Knott, p. 287, 1ist /I 7 and /[ O/ as the order of preferw
ence in pronunciation of moth,
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Four speakers preferred / @/ as the vowel in goft; seven

gpeakers preferred / K 7; and fifteen chose [ J_7:°

TABLE XLI

PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SCOFT

H

Group L&) VALY Lo
I-II Aggregate b (15%; 7 (27%g 15 (58%§
I-II Parents 3 (25% 4 (33% 5 (42%
1 Farente O I S P
I-II Children 1 (07%; 3 (21%; 10 i're%i
I Children 1 (07% 2 (3%3% 3 (50%
II Children 1 (12%) 7 (88%)

Group I parents chose equally [ A7 and 17?17. Group I ehll-
dren, however, preferred /J_7 (50%), 33 ﬂer cent choosing
/ R7. Group II chose / J_/ as the vowel,i[fZL7 appearing

occasionelly.

Three speakers chose / & 7 as the vowel in trough; five

chose /[ 97;

speakers chose / K1/; and sixteen speakers two

speakers falled to respond ;0 |

5Elders, p. 27, records / 2 7 (90%), /07 (10%) in soft,

McDavid, p. 147, finds 4"227 predominant, |/ &/ frequent
goft, Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 36,
and "Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 71, records [%0_7
(approximately 90%) and /K7 (approximately 10%) in goft.
Thomas, Phonetics of American Engligh, p. 119, says that the
"ugual American vowel! in Boft 1s Wheatley, p. 40,

says that the_customary vowel in soft in the South 1s [J:7,
and that /[ &/ in soft 1s offensive, Kenyon, p. 182, says
that /[ 9_/ prevails in General American speech. EKEurath, p.

288, says that /3 7 in soft 1s invariable in Western speech.
Kenyon and Knott, p. 397, iist [ I 7, L #07.

SElders, p. 27, records /0.7 (83%) and /K7 (17%) in
the word irough., Thomas, "Pronuncistion in Downstate New York,"
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TABLE XLII
PRONUNCIATICK OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN TROUGH

Group [a] . L ey 4:Q;mem
I1-11 Aggregate 3 (12%) 5 (21%) 16 (67%
I-I1 Parents 3 (25%) 2 (17%; 7 (58%
I Parents 3 (50%) 2 (33% 1 (17%
II Parents 6 (1004
I-II Children 3 (25%; 9 (75%
I Children¥® 3 (60% 2 (40%
II Children* 7._(100%

One informent failed %o respond.,

Group I parents preferred / &7 (50%), but half of the group
chose rounded vowels, / M7 (33%) and /97 (17%). Group I
children, however, all chose rounded vowels, / &7 (60%) and
[97 (40%). Group II speakers preferred L 97 alone.

Before Stops
Of catalogue, log, and chocolate, the first two were
regularly pronounced with /J_/. Chocolate was invariably
pronounced with /@, 7 in the first syllable;
Twenty-two speakers preferred [fQ;7'in the last syllable

of catalogue; three chose / K 7; one chose [ &./:'

p. 36, records /[ J_7 (approximately 90%) and / &7 (approxi-
mate1§ 10%) in trough; in "Pronunciation in Upstate New York;"
p. 71, he finds alone in trough., Kenyon and EKnott, p.
hio, 118t / 2.7,/ B7.

TElders, p. 29, finds /2.7 (90%), /b7 (10%) in cata~
logue. Thomas, "Pronunclation in Downstate New York," p. 35,
records 29 instances of [ @&/, 8 of L M/, and 5 of [ 97 In




TABLE XLIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN CATALOGUE

Group é:‘_;] 4 ”-7 é:‘?;]
I-1I Aggregate 1 (04%) 3 (11%) 22  (85%)
I-II Parents 1 (08%) 2 (17% 9 (75%;
I Parents 1 (17%) 1 (17% 4 (66%
I1 Parents 1 (17%) 5 (83%)
I~-II Children 1 (07%) 13 (93%)
I Children 1 (17%) 5 (83%)
II Children 8 _(100%)

A1l groups preferred / & 7 in the third syllable of catalogue.
Pronunclation of the vowel in the flirst syllable of choc-
olate was invariably /a7.8
Nineteen speakers chose /J_/ in log; five chose / B /;

and two chose /@7

catalogue; in "Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 70, he
records two instances of / 4./, three of / B/, and eleven of

27 in catalo;ue. Kenyon and Enott, p. 12, list [ 97,

, and

8Elders, p. 28, records [ a7 (97%) and {0_7 (03%) in

ghocolate. Stanley, p. 17, says that of the "short o" words
that he tested, chocolate and mock alone showed or L 07
in East Texas speech. McDavid, p. 146, shows /& 7 to be
predominant in the South Carolina Piedmont, Thomas, "Pro-
nuncistion in Downstate New York," p., 35, finds / 2/ alone;
in "Pronunciatlon in Upstate New York," p. 69, Thomas shows
that /[ 97 is predominant but that / &/ oceurs occasionally.
Krapp, p. 57, saye that with the exception of New England,

Q./ in chocolate 18 general in American speech. EKenyon and

ott, p. 81, cited in Elders, p. 28, list /&7, ['01}, and

[ 7 as Southern pronunciation preferences for chocolate.

YElders, p. 29, records /27 (70%), [ 07 (A7%), [ &7
(13%) in log. Stanley, p. 17, says that rounded and unrounded




TABLE XLIV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN LOG

Group [a7 [97 (97
I-I1 Aggregate 2 (08%) 5 (19% 19 (73%)
I-II Parents 2 (17%; 2 (17% 8 (66%)

I arents S B v S
renvse

I-II Children 3 (219 11 (79%

I Children 3 (50%) 3 (BO%E

II Children 8 _(100%

low back vowels are found in log in East Texas, but that the
tendency is to round the VOWeI—E Kenyon, p. 184, finds /@7
to be general in General American speech, and.zfl? the New
England variant. William C, Greet, "American Speech Records
at Columbia University," American 8 eech, V (June, 1930},
%33-358, finds /J 7 in log in Lamar County and Stony, Texas.
William C, Greet, "A Phonographic Expedition to Williamsburg,
Virginia," American Speech, VI (February, 1931), 164, says
that there 1s a tendency to unround /9 / to /@7 in log in
Williamsburg, MeDavid, p, 148, finds / @/ and /7 2_/ almost
evenly distributed with /9 7 slightl favorad. Thonmas,
"Pronunclation in Downstate New York, . 35, records 198
instances of /[ &/, 27 of /&7, and 20 of 9.7 in log; in
"Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 70, he records 51
Instances of /2 7, 9_of [/ @/, and 2 of 7. Wheatley,
p. 40, says that / J_7 and /9;/ are the usual vowel choices
for log in the South. Katherine Wheatley and Oma Stanley,
“"Three Generations of East Texas Speech,"” American Speech,
XXXIV (May, 1959), 91, affirm_that Southern log is éiﬁi?
Krapp, p. 57, finds both /a7 and [ 9/ in log in_Geferal
American speech, Kenyon and Knott, p. 258, I1st / 2 £7Q§7
end /87, in that order., Thomas, Phonetics of Amer can.__gy
lish, op. cit., pp. 216-241, 1nd1ca€3§'EEE'?oIIoETE@“%BGel
preferences for the word 10 Eastern New England,

' J_/; the Middle antic area, / Q. Philadelphia),

elaware and Mayp 1and H the South, / 2 /; the North
Central area, ny ; Western Pennsylvanla,
the Seuthern Mountain area [ﬁQJ?; the Central Midland,
; the Northwest, [ 397 ‘L? the Southwest Coastal area,
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Group I parents showed some preference for / @/ (33%) although
the majority chose /97 (50%). Group I children, however,
evenly divided their choices between / 87 and [ 97 as the
vowel in log. Group II preferred [ .7_7 almost exclusively.

Before Nasgals
Bong and sirong, the words chosen to represent this group,
were pronounced generally with [ 5_7 although there were a
great many variations within the informant groups.
Fourteen speakers chose / 3__7 as the vowel in gong; one
speaker chose / a'_;7 ; and eleven speakers chose /) 7110

TABLE XLV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SONG

Group Le7 187 L97
I-1I Aggregate 1 (04%) 14  (54%) 11 (42%)
I-I1I Parents 1 (08%) 6 (50%) 5 (42%)
I Parents 1 (17%) 4 (67%; 1 (17%)
II Parents 2 (33% 4 (67%)
I-II Children 8 (57%) 6 (43%;
I Children 3 (50%) 3 (50%
II Children 5 {62%) 3 (38%)

YCuepavia, p. 148, gives 52 instances of [.777 and 23 of
[ @] for test proninciations of the word song. Thomas, "Pro=-
nunclation in Downstate New_York," p. 37, records /J_/ pre-
dominant, [ Q] frequent; [' O / occurs less frequently in up-
state New York, sccording to "Pronunclation in Upstate New
York," p. 72, Kurath, op. eit., p. 288, says that Western
speech almost invariably has / &_/ in sopng. Kenyon and Knott,
p. 399, list /97 and /@ 7; Southern preference is /[ &7,




60

Group I parente preferred ['3_7 (67%), but 17 per cent chose
[ @7 and 17 per cent chose /9 7. Group I children showed a
greater preference for the rounded vowels, evenly dividing
their choices between / 87 and /3 7. Although 33 per cent
of Group II parents chose ['5_7, the majority chose [3_7, a
preference which Group II children d4id not share. Group II
children chose /87 (62%), only 38 per cent choosing /~3.7.
Nineteen speskers chose / 87 in strong; five chose

[@7; end two chose /3 7:iL

TABLE XLVI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN STRONG

Group 4:_,7 [ 0,,/- QJ
I-11 Aggregate 5 (19%) 19 (73%) 2 (08%)
I-II Parents 3 (25%; 8 (67%) 1 (08%)
I Parente 3 (50% 3 (50%)
II Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%)
I-II Children 2 (14% ; 11 (79%) 1 (07%;
I Children 1 (17 4 (66%) 1 (17%
II Children 1 (12%) 7 (88%)

Group I parents chose / G:J and /- 5_7 equally in strong, but
a majority of Group I children preferred ['5_7 (67%), and 17

per cent chose a more rounded vowel, [ 5_7 Group II parents

llElders, p. 29, records {0_7 (83%) an. 0_7 (17%) in
the word strong. McDavld, p. 8, shows to be the pre-
dominant pronunciation, but he also indicat.es the speakers use
both [ @/ and /D7 frequently. Thomas, "Pronunciation in
Downetate New York," p. 37, and "Pronunclation in Upstate New
York," p. 72, shows that [" g/ ls the vowel in in New
York, Kenyon and Knott, p. 210, list /I 7 and /[ 8/ with
the BSouthern preference [B .
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"~
preferred / 8/ (83%) as did Group II children (88%), but 12
per cent of Group II children chose the unrcunded vowel, £?§7.

[o7
Many allophones of the sound /) 7 exist because of the
relatively energetic pronunciation required of the sound, The
tongue is low, though somewhat higher than for /[ Q. or [ &7,
and ralsed to a hump in 1ts back portion; the lips are rounded;
but the muscles of both tongue and lips are more tense than
for /@7 or /87. A lack of tenseness, rounding of lips,

or lncorrect positioning of the tongus often leads to the sub=-

stitution of /&7 or L8] for [O7.

Before Fricatives
Although the vowel sound I1n the first syllable of the
words sauce and gausage seems to Le simlilar in both words,
there was exhibited a great deal of variation in the actual
pronunciation of the words,
/97 was chosen by thirteen speakers as the vowel sound
in sauce; / @7 was chosen by twelve; and /@./ was chosen by

one speaker:lg

251ders, p. 32, finds /9.7 (77%), [ 07 (20%), and
(0%%) in sauce, McDavid, p. 147, shows 65 instances of / &£/,
10 of /@./ In the word sauce in the South Carolina Piedmont.
In "Pronunciation in Downgtaite New York," p. 36, Thomas lists
alone in sauce, but in "Pronunciation in Upstate New
York," p. 71, he records [7Q;7 228 times, / B/ 16 times in
sauce. Kenyon and Knott, p. 375, 1list only /[ 9.7.
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TABLE XLVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SAUCE

Group 49%7 é Dj 9
I.II Aggregate 1 (04%) 12 (46%) 13 (50
I-II Parents 1 (08%) 6 (SO%; 5 (42%)
I Parents 1 (17%) 5 (83%
II Parents 1 (172 5 (83%
I-I1 Children 6 (47% 8 (57%
I Children L (67% 2 (33%
II Children 2 (25%) 6 (75%

Eighty-three per cent of Group I parents preferred [ 0_7 as
the vowel in gasuce, and 17 per cent chose the unrounded /&./.
Sixty-geven per cent of Group I chlldren preferred [ 0_7, but
the remsinder chose the rounded /9_7 (33%). Group II parents
ghowed these preferences: /[ J_7 (83%) and /87 (17%). Group
II children showed similar preferences: [/ g/ (75%) and [®7
(25%), showing a more declded tendency toward / 87.

| Seventeen speakers chose [ 0_7 in saugage; six chose [w H
and three chose /@&.7:1°

15/79 7 1e invariable in sausage in Parker County speech,
according to Elders, p. 32. Thomas, "Pronunciation in Down-
state New York," p. 36, records [ J_/ 96 times, / &7 18 times
in sausage; 4n "Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 71, he
records / J_7 194 times, / 87 20 times in saugage, In the
South, says Wheatley, p. 41, the vowel in sausage is / 9_/.
Kenyon and Knott, p. 375, list /97, [ 8/, and /@],
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TABLE XLVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SAUSAGE

Group (&) L] L9297
I.II Aggregate 3 (11%; 6 (23%) 17 (56%;
1-II Parents 3 (25% 3 (25%) & (50%
I Parents 3 (50%) 3 (50%)

II Parents 6 (100%;
I-II Children 3 (21%; 11 (79%
I Children 3 (50% 3 (50%;
II Children 8 (1007

Group I parents were divided in thelr cholce, half choosing
[ @7 and half choosing /#7. Group I children were alsc
divided, but half chose / #7 and half chose /_7, rounding
the vowels. Group II chose / o/ alone,

Before Stops

Of the three words 1n this group, daughter,‘strawberry,

and water, the firat, daughter, wag preferred with,gr]QJ7.
Strawberry was generally pronounced with /[ J_/, water with

L&/,

Sixteen speakers preferred / £/ in daughter; five chose
[@7; and five chose [/ 97:1%

l4g1ders, p. 32, records L97 (93%), L &7 (07%) in
daughter. Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p.
and "Pronunclation in Upstate New York," p. 69, records
3L7 almost invariably in daughter. Krapp, p. 84, mentions
that /9:/ in daughter 1s a provincialism. Kenyon and Knott,
p. 116, 1ist only Z9_/.




TABLE XLVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN DAUGHTER

Group a7 LP7 L27

I.II Aggregate 5 (19%§ 16 (62%} 5 {(19%
I-II Parents 3 (25% 7 (58% 2 (7%
I Parents 3 (50%) 3 (50%)

II Parents 4 (67% 2 (33%)
I.II Children 2 (14%) 9 (64% 3 (22%;
I Children 2 (33%) 3 (50% 1 (17%
II Children 6 (75% 2_ (25%)

Group I parents were divided between [@/ end [ K./ as the
vowel. Group I children chose / A/ (50%) but showed some
interest in the unrounded /@.7 (33%)}. Group II parents
preferred the rounded vowels, [’DJ (672) and [ 97 (33%).
Group II children made almost the same choice, /[ &/ (75%)
and /97 (25%).

Twenty speakers chose [ 0_7 as the vowel (first syllable)

in gtrawberry; five speakers chose /4 /; and one chose [/ &/

TABLE XLIX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN STRAWBERRY

Group 0 L.-;a
I-1II Aggregate 1 io&%):. 5 %19%; 20 (77%)
I-II Parente 1 {08%) 2 (174 9 (75%)
I Parents 1 (17%) 2 (33%) 3 (50%)
IT Parents 6 (100%
I.II Children 3 (21%) 11 (79%
I Children 3 (50%) 3 (50%
II Children 8 (100%)




L2

5

Group I parente preferred / )/ (50%), 33 per cent choosing
[ K/, and 17 per cent choosing /@/. Group I children di-
vided the choice between / K/ and /97. Group II preferred
[ 9.7 alone.

Pronunciation of the word water showed no variation

from /[ Q7.%°

Before 1
Of these words, grawl, stalk, and wall, / &/ was the
most characteristic pronunciation, with / K7 a secondary
preference, Salt was almost invariably preferred with /K07,
Eighteen speakers preferred /J 7 in crawl; eight speak-
ers preferred / K /:
TABLE L
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN CRAWL

P o p———————

Group [&] ALY Lo
I.II Aggregate 8 (31%) 18 (69%)
I~II Parents 3 (25%; g (75%
1 Parents 3 (50% 3 (50%
II Parents 6 (100%
I-II Children 5 (36%; 9 (64%)
I Children 4 (674 2 (33%;
II Children 1 (12%) 7 (88%

15,797 in water does not occur in Parker County, but
Elders, p. 32, finds / &7 (83%) and / &/ (17%). Stanley,
p. 19, finds [ &,/ regularly. Kenyon, p. 185, finds / Q.
"very common" in General American speech, and / A3/ is
"frequent.” Thomas, Phonetics of American English, op. cit.,
p. 119, says, "Water Usually has /oJ)_/ along the Atlantic
Coast and in the South, Further Inland, / 07 becomes more
frequent, and eventually, as we move west, 437'becomes
predominant, In California and along the Oregon coast,

[ 9_7 again predominates,"
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Half of Group I parents chose /[ 47, and half chose /[ 0_/.
Group I children chose /B 7 (67%), only 33 per cent choosing
£97. Group II showed little variation from / Q.7.

For the vowel in galt, twenty-three of the informants

chose /@ 7; three chose /R :16

TABLE LI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN SALT

Group 4@;7 é%?l (27
I-I1 Aggregate 3 (12%) 2% (88%)
I-II Parents 1 (08%) 11 (92%)
I Parents 1 (17%) 5 (83%)
II Parents 6 (100%)
I-II Children 2 (17%) 12 (83%;
I Children 2 (33%) 4 (67%
II Children 8 (100%)

Barrows, op. cit., p. 301, cited in Elders, p. 32, says that

in Iowa ZTEL 1s generally pronounced in water. The following
authors, all e¢lted in Elders, p. 32, find 237 predominant in
thelr respective areas of investigation: MeDavid, p. 147,
Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p, 35, and
"Pronunciation in Upstate New York," p., T4; and Bloomfield

op. eit., p. 109. Kenyon and Knott, p. 470, list [12;7, [12h7,
and / B/, in that order of preference.

16501t 15 often found with /"®7 (23%), but mostly with
L 97 (T7%), says Elders, p. 33. Thomas, "Pronunciation in
Upstate New York," p. 73, records 8 instances of /) /, 3 of

D/ in galt. Kenyon and Knott, p. xxxviil, state That in

words in which the sound ogcurs before 1 plus a consonant, as
in galt, the varlants /.7 and /¥ / are very common; how-
ever, Z 1e the only pronunciation listed for galt on page
373.
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Thirty-three per cent of Group I children showed a preference
for /[ @7; otherwise, the pronunclation /87 was almost in-

variable,

Slxteen speekers preferred /J 7 in stalk; seven Chose

[87; snd three chose /@717

TABLE LII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN STALK

Group - 4:33&7 1231J7
I-II Aggregate 3 (11% 7 {27%) 16  (62%)
I~-II Parents 3 (25%; 3 (25%) 6 (50%)
I Parents 3 (50%) 3 (50%) - :
II Parents 6 (100%)
1-II Children 4 (29%; 10 ((71%g
I Children 4 (67% 2 (33%
II Children 8 (100%)

Half of Group I parents chose /@s/; the other half chose
[ @7. Thirty-three per cent of Group I children preferred
[IJ7, the majority preferring / B7 (67%). Group II pre-
ferred / J_7 alone.

Elghteen speakers chose / Q7 as the vowel in wall;
seven chose / @ 7; and one chose /& 7::°

1TE1dere, p. 33, records L7 (87%), [&T (13%) in
stalk, Thomas shows approximately the same percentages in
TPronunciation in Upstate New York," p. 69, Kenyon and
Xnott, p. 405, list only /3 7.

81n wall, [97 is predominant, /87 occasional (10%),
says Elders, p. 35. Thomas, "Pronunclation in Downstate New
York," p. 37, records / 9/ alone in wall, Kenyon and Knott,
p. 469, show only /9./.




TABLE LIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN WALL

P

Group / 07 V,
I-11 Aggregate 1 éo#%) 7 (27%) 18 (69
I-II Parents 1 (08%) 3 (25%) 8 (67%;
I Parents 1 (17%) 2 (33%) 3 (50%
II Parents 1 (17%; 5 (83%)
I-II Children 4 (29% 10 (71%;
I Children 2 (33%) 4 (67%
II Children 2__(25%) 6_ (75%)

Group I parents preferred ZTQJ7 (50%), but 33 per cent of the
group preferred zf22J7. Thirty«three per cent of Group I chil-
dren preferred / &7, but the majority chose [12;7 (67%). The
speakers of Group II almost invariably chose /0 7, only 25
per cent of Group II children choosing /& 7.

Before Nasals
Lawn was the only word included in this group.
Fourteen speakers preferred /@ 7; slx chose [15:7; and
six chose zfii§7:19

19E1ders :
‘ P. 33, Indlicates that hies inypstigation shows
that speakers Jn Parker County preferred / &/ (574), £7§L7
(30%), and é;?L7 (13%) in pronunciation of the word lawn.
Kenyon and Rnott, p. 250, 1list only / 97/.




TABLE LIV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE STRESSED VOWEL IN LAWN

R ————— s
RSt e

Group L&7 L b7 L27
I1-1I Aggregate 6 (23%; 14 (54%) 6  (43%)
I-II Parents 4 (23% 7 (58%) 1 (09%)
I Parents 4 (67%) 2 (33%
II Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%)
I-IT Children 2 (4% 7 (50% 5 (36%)
I Children 2 (33% 3 (504 1 (17%)
I1 Children 4 (50% 4 (50%

Thirty-three per cent of Group I parents preferred [_ii7} but
the majority chose [7&27 (67%). Group I chlldren preferred
[fii7 (50%), but 33 per cent chose £7§;7. Group II parents
preferred [fat7 (83%), 17 per cent choosing /9./. The cholce
of Group II children was evenly divided between /&7 and /[ &7.

Group II Summary
As a general statement, 1t may be sald that Group II

speakers, the natlve speakers, showed these preferences:

o7
(1) Before fricatives. [ 9_/ was preferred in coffee
(93%), cross (93%), lost (100%), moth (64%), soft (87%), and
trough (100%). [ @7 (36%) was an important secondary pro-

nunclatlion in moth.
(2) Before stops. Chocolate was preferred with / @7

(100%). Both catalogue and log were preferred with L 97 (93%).
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(3} Before nasals., Zfii7 (86%) was preferred in gtrong.
Song was pronounced equally with.[fii7'(50%) and [73:7 (50%).

L7

(1} Before fricatives, / JQ/ was the preferred pro-
nunciation in sauce (79%) and sausasge (100%).

(2) Before stops, Daughter was pfonounced with S @7
(71%) and /9 7 (21%). Strawberry was pronounced only with
[ Q7. ¥ater was unanimously preferred with /@7.

(3) Before 1. [/ Q7 was preferred in crawl (93%), ggggg
(100%), wall (79%), and galt (100%).

(4) Before nasals. Llawn was most often pronounced with

17217 (64%), but [7&;7 (29%) was not unusual,

Group I Summary
The preferences of Group I speakers comprise the followw

ing summary:

L e7 |
(1) Before fricatives, / &/ was preferred in coffee
(50%), cross (75%), lost (50%), moth (58%), soft (42%), and

trough (45%). Frequently pronounced and of almost equal lm-
portance were the secondary cholces /@7 and /27,

(2) Before stops. Chocolate was pronounced only with
L[ @7. [97 was the preferred pronunciation in catalogue
(75%) and log (50%), but [ 7 (33%) occurred frequently in

log.
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(3) Before nasals. ["£i7 (58%) and [Tﬁi7 (33%) were
preferred in song while gtrong was proncunced with.["ii7 (58%)

and [“&27 (33%).
97

(1) Before fricatives. / &7 was preferred in sauce
(75%) and sausage (50%), but /@7 (25%) and /27 (25%) were
not infrequent in gsausage.

(2) Before stops. [ 07 (50%) and [ Q] (42%) were
preferred in daughter. /9.7 (50%) and /87 (42%) occurred
in gtrawberry. Water was pronounced by Group I only with
[C] .

(3} Before L. [/ 07 (58%) and /97 (42%) were pre-
ferred in crawl. /87 (58%) and [ @&/ (25%) were preferred
in gtalk., /97 (58%) and /@7 (33%) were preferred in wall,
Salt was pronounced predominently with / 87 (75%) by Group
I informants.

(4) Before nasals, Lawn was pronounced with / @/
(50%) and /@7 (42%).

Chapter Summary
The following table shows relative cholces of parents
and children of each group; a hyphen (-) 1indicates equal pre-
ference, and a comma {,) indicates descending order of prefer=-

ence:




TAELE LV

T2

PRONUNCIATION PREFERENCES OF PARENTS AND
CHILDREN IN GROUPS I AND II

Word I Parents | I Children | IT Parents | IT Children
coffee a-o ©0-3 9 2,00
eross b, & o, 9 J J, 4
lost a,b 9 b, J2 J
moth b,a,d 0,62 2,0 2,0
soft a-© 2,0, & 2,00 9,0
trough Q,bd | b, 2 W) 9
catalogue 2,40 2,0 2,0 9
log 2,4, 0-2 2,0 2
gong 0,2=2 0-9 2,0 o, 2
strong a-K b, a~d o, 9 b, a
sauce o, a o, 2,0 9, 0
gausage a-p 0-2 2 2
daughter Q- D,d, 9 n, J b, J
stravberry J, 0, & -3 2 I
crawl -9 0, 9 by 2,0
salt Lo K o b b
stalk a-b 0,9 J o/
wall J,0,& 9,0 J,b 2,
lawn a,p o,a,d b,o a~-b
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As wag the cage 1n Chapter II with the prenunciations of
words with /@& /, pronunciations in this chapter of words
with /07 or /707 indicate that Group I children show the
moat divergence from the speech of thelr parents, In the
pronunclatlons of such words as goffee, loet, soft, trough,

strong, sausage, stalk, and lawn there is a tendency on the

part of Group I chlldren to favor the more rounded vowel of
Group II sgpeakers.

The speech of Group II parents and echlldren is generally
In agreement concerning the pronunciations of all words in

the test,.




CHAPTER IV

THE DIPHTHONG SOUNDS /AL7, /aV7, AND [ju/

Perhaps the most interesting variations observed during
this Investigation occurred with the pronunclations of the
diphthongs /Al/, /AV7, and [J%/. Of course, being more
complex sounds, the diphthongs are more vulnerable to change
than are the simpler vowels, While the simpler vowels cone
slst of only one basic sound, unchanged during lts articula-
tion, the diphthongs consist of two vowel sounds, one gllding
guickly to another., If the first element of the combination
l1s stressed more than the second element, the soneority of the
diphthong 1s said to be falling; if the second element is
stressed more than the first, the sonority of the diphthong
is pald to be rising, Both types are represented in this
study, the falling diphthong by /AI/ and /AV7, the rising

diphthong by /[ju7.

The Diphthong /&17
The diphthong /@l7, represented by such words as fire,
time, find, fine, mine, bite, pight, bright, and right, pre-
sented the two principal variations /AX7 and /& /. The
first varlation occurs when the second element receives such

a lack of strese ae to be almost excluded; the second varla-
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tion consists of the first element, stressed and lengthened

to the complete exclusion of the second element.

Before Voiced Sounds

Pronunciatlon of fire, time, find, fine, and mine by the
Informants indlcates that /4A,/ 1s the predominant pronuncis-
tion in this area, with /%7 as the second choice,>
Twelve informants pronounced / &7 in fire; ten informants

chose /Al/; and four informants chose /ATL7:°

1Thomaa, Phonetics of American English, p. 141, says of
this diphthong:

It may shift toward /@QI/, in extreme casee even
to /BE/; extreme allophones are likely to be
congldered substandard, In eastern Virginia,
northern New York, northern New England, and
Canada, an older variant /317 occasionally sur-
vives . . ., . In the Midland and South, the
diphthong is often reduced to a monophthong bew
fore r . . . « In other phongtic contexts,

also simplifies to /&!/, less commonly

Q:/, in the South,

On page 210, Thomas says:

In the South, L7 frequently simplifies t
/A&7, as in MtaW for fine time and

Tor fire. Some Southerners regard simplifica-
tion of the diphthong before volceless conso-
nants ag_substandard, but such a pronunciation
as /Vait/ for right is widespread. In the
Southern Mountaln and Central Midlasnd areas,
simplification also occurs, especlally before
[r7, as in /Far/ or /¥ar/ for fire.

QStanleza P. 2%‘9 indicates that fire may be pronounced

with /A: 7/, 7, or even /J{/ in the speech of East

Texas,

s ’




TABLE LVI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN FIRE

e
Group La] V.29 [ar]

I-1I Aggregate 12 (46%) 10 (39%) 4 (15%)

I-II Parents 4 (33%) 5 (42%; 3 (25%;

I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%

II Parents 4 (67%; 2 (33%)

I-II Children 8 (57% 5 (36%) 1 (07%)

T Children 5 (83%) 1 (17%)

II Children 8 (100%)

Group I parents and children preferred /&L/ in fire. Only
17 per cent of each group chose /&%/. Group II parents
chose / &/ (67%) and /&37 (33%), and Group II children
chose /[ A/ (100%).

e Ay
Thirteen speakers chose / @./; seven chose /A%/; five
Lo
chose /AL7; and one chose /@L/ as the sound in time:

TABLE LVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN TIME

E—————
i

— ——_ = %==:=====:====F======ﬂ==ﬁz===i$====

Group [/ | LAY | @Ar] | 2]
I-I1 Aggregate 13 550%; 5 (19%; 7 (27%} 1 (04%)
I-IT Parents 4 (33%) |3 (25%) |5 (42%
I Parents 3 (50%) 13 (50%)
II Parents 4 (67%) 2 (33%)
I-II Children 9 (65%) |2 (14%) |2 (14%) |1 (07%)
I Children 1 (17%; 2 (33%) 12 (33%)|1 (17%)
II Children 8 (100%

Group I parents divided their choice between [3:[7 (50%) and
~t
[a%7 (50%), but the pronunciation variation of Group I chil-
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dren showed an unusually wide range: ﬂ‘ij (33%), ﬂﬂij (334),
[5;7 (17%), and [ﬁ? (17%). Group II parents preferred / a./
(67%) as a first choice and [é?] (33%) as a second cholce.
Group II children preferred one sound, / 5,_7 (100%).

Thirteen speakers preferred / d¢/ in the word f£ind; six

chose [ﬁ], and seven chose /A¥/:>

TABLE LVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN FIND

a——
ki

~ y o
_ Group a : I% -
I~-II Aggregate 13 (50%) 6 (23 7 (27
I-II Parents I 73 (25%) 3 (25% 6 (50%
I Parents 3 (50% 3 (50%
II Parents 3 (50%} 3 (50%
I-II Children g (64% 4 (29%; 1 (o7%
I Children 1 (17%2) 4 (67% 1 (17%)
II Children 8 {100%)

Group I parents divided their cholce evenly between [3:‘[_7
and /A%7 as the diphthong in find. Group I children pre-
ferred /@Y7 (67%); 17 per cent chose [3}_7, and 17 per cent
chose [5._7 Group II parents were evenly divided in their
cholece between [ 5:_7 and @43’_7, but Group II children chose
x :&VJ unanimously.

3Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 149,
records glx Ilnstances of @U and fourteen instances of [Z.Ij
In f£ind In gownstate New York. Kenyon and Enott, p. 165,

list only '_[7.
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b
Twelve of the speakers preferred the sound /[ 4,/ in the
word fine; seven preferred [3}_7, six preferred [317, and one
a4
speaker preferred [QI/ -

TABLE LIX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN FIKE

phamays
it

Group L 357 @ZZ__ __&.Z_‘E 21
I-I1 Aggregate 12 ghé%; 6 523%; 7 227% 1 (04%)
I-II Parents 5 (42%) | 4 (33%) | 3 (25%
I Parents 4 (67%) |2 (33%
II Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%
I.II Children 7 (50%) |2 (14%) |4 (29%) |1 (D7%)
I Children 2 (33%) |3 (50%3 1 (17%)
II Children 7. (88%) 1 (12%

Group I parents, generslly choosing /&L/, showed a tendency
to simplify the sound by oceasionally choosing @?_7 (33%).
Group I children, however, preferred [&37, only 33 per cent
of the children chcosing [3&_7 . One informant of thils group
~ ‘ ’ ‘

chose /@L7 (17%). Group II chose / @/ almost unanimouely,
only 17 per cent of Group II parents choosing to pronounce
the sound [5?:7 and only 12 per cent of Group II children

b
choosing to pronounce the sound /a*/.

(L
' Ten informants preferred the sound / @,/ in mine; eight

L]

preferred /A%/; seven preferred /AL/; and one pronounced

(A7 )

h’One informent, noted in the Appendlx, often preferred
the diphthongal variant /RT/ rather than /AL/.
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TABLE LX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN MINE

Group [ [aLl/ Lax] /at7
I-1I Aggregate 10 §39 ; T (27%) | 8 (31%) |1 (03%)
I-IT Parents 4 (33%) |4 (33%)| & (33%

I Parents 4 (67%)] 2 (33%
II Parents 4 (67%) 2 (33%)
I-II Children 6 (43%) |3 (21%)| 4 (28%) |1 (07%;
I Children 3 (50%)] 2 (33%) |1 (17%
II Children 6_ (75%) 2 (25%

Sixty-seven per cent of Group I parents chose [}Ei7 while
L d
33 per cent chose /@X/ as the sound in mine. Group I chil-
~ ~
dren showed a wider variation: /Jal/ (50%), /aX7 (33%),
Ay

and /QE7 (17%). Sixty-seven per cent of Group II parents
o ) ’

chose /[ @&.7; 33 per cent chose /AX7. Group II children

~t
preferred /., but 25 per cent chose /AZ/.

Before Volceless Sounds

The statlstical trend toward monophthonglzation shown
in the pronunciations of the preceding words is retarded
glightly when the diphthong precedes a volceless sound as
in the words bite, night, bright, and right. Group I in-
formants show an approximstely similar degree of monoph-
thonglzatlon in both sets of words, but Group Il speakers
show conglderably less monophthonglization in pronunciation

of the diphthong before a volceless consonant,
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Eleven speakers chose / &./ in bite; ten chose /Al/;
and five chose /B¥7:°

TABLE 1XI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN BITE

e e e e

Group Lag [AL7 .
I-I1 Aggregate 11 (42%) 10 (39%) 5 (19%)
I-II Parents 3 (25%) 5 (42% 4 (33%)
I Parents 1 (17%) L (67% 1 (17%
II Parents 2 (33%) 1 (17% 3 (50%
I-II Children 8 (57%; 5 (36% 1 (07%
T Children 2 (334 4 (67%)

II Children 6 (76%) 1 (12%) 1 (12%)

Sixty~seven per cent of Group I parents preferred the sound
Z}l;7 in bite, but there was a tendency to slight the second
element of the diphthong: seventeen per cent chose /@¥/,
and seventeen per cent chose / @./. Group I children made
/8.7 (33%) a second cholce to /&Y/ (67%), showing a ten-
dency to monophthongize the diphthong, Group II parents
divided their choice between /AX7 (50%), [ &7 (33%), and
[AX7 (17%). Group II children generally chose [ &,/ (76%),
only 12 per cent choosing /@T/ and 12 per cent choocsing
[a%].

Twelve epeakers chose /A%7 in night; elght chose / & /;

and six chose /al/:

BStanlej, p. 29, says that bite is likely to be pro-
nounced with [73:7 when it occure in a positlion not especlally
emphatic,




TABLE LXII
PRONUNCTIATION CF THE DIPHTHONG IN NIGHT

o — —
il — S AR y————

Group o
I-11 Aggregate -8 531%) 6 (23%) 12 %46%)
I-1I Parents 2 (17%) 4 (33%; 6 (50%
I Parents 4 (67% 2 (33%
II Parents 2 (33%) 4 (67%
I-II Children 6 (43%) 2 (14%; 6 (43%)
I Children 2 (33% 4 (67%)
II Children & (75%) 2 _(25%)

Group I parents preferred /al7 (67%) to /AX7 (33%), but
Group I children preferred /AX7 (67%) to /AY7 (33%).
Group II parents preferred /a¥/ (67%), only 33 per cent
choosing the monophthong; however, Group II children pre-
ferred [A./ (75%) to [AL] (25%)..

Nine speakers chose [ @,/ in bright; nine chose /@x7;
and eight chose /Al/:

TABLE LXIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN BRIGHT

Group ‘ a ./ ‘%&7 I

- I-II Aggregate 9 35%; - 8 30%§ 9 (35
I-1I Parents 2 (16% 5 (42% 5 {42%
I Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%3
II Parents 2 (33%) 4 (67%
I-II Children 7 (50%) 3 (21%) 4 (29%)
I Children 3 (50%) 3 (50%;
II Children 7__(88%) 1 (12%
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Bright was pronounced with /[AI7 (83%) and [AT7 (17%) by
Group I parents, but Group I children chose equally /AIL/
and /AL7. Group II parents chose [AT7 (67%) and /A7
(33%); Group II children preferred /[ &,/ (88%) and [at7
(12%).

Eleven speakers preferred /AX/ in right; eight chose
L 8.7; and seven preferred /AL7:

TABLE ILXIV
PRONUNCIATION CF THE DIPHTHONG IN RIGHT

Group -4 ar [RE]
I-I1I Aggregate 8 (31 7 (27 11 (42
I-1T Pgren%s 2 (l?é; 4 (33% 6 (50§g
T Parents 4 (67%) 2 (33%)
II Parents 2 (33%) 4 (67%
I-II Children 6 (43%) 3 (21%) 5 (36%
I Children 1 (17%) 3 (50%) 2 (33%
II Children 5_(63%) 3 (37%)

Group I parents made /AI/ (67%) their preference, and /AT/
(33%) was made second choice. Group I children chose /AL7

(50%), /[a%7 (33%), and the monophthong /&7 (17%). Group
II parents chose /a¥/ (67%), but 33 per cent preferred the

monophthong, Group II children chose /[ @&,7 (63%) and /a%/
(37%).

The Diphthong /AY/
The diphthong /AU is probably the favorite subject of

study of many students of die.]_.ect since it has a great number
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of varlations occurring in widespread distribution.6 It seems
that the diphthong developed from the Middle English simple
vowel / W/, end in 1its development probably acquired several
different elements, according to regional 1diosyncrasies, as
the flrst element of the diphthong.7 The principal first
element of the diphthong in the Denton area 1s the sound of

the vowel in gcat, or /96 /. The following words, which were

6Thamas, Phonetlce of American English, p. 211, says:

V7 is more frequent along the Atlantic and Gulf
oasts, and in the Southern Mountain and Central

Midland areas, /QV7 is more frequent to the north
and west of these areas, The variant /@Y7 occurs
frequently in the New York City and Middle Atlantic
areas, and in the South; somewhat less frequently
in Eastern New England, the Central Midland, and
the Southern Mountains., There 1s a trace of
in the St. Lawrence valley in northern New York,

In "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 150, Thomes
mentions that /AY7 is unstable in downstate New York, tend-
ing to front, but without_centralization. Stanley, p. 30,
says that the diphthong /@Y7 has several variations in East
Texas:

Flret, 1t 1s almost always longer than in many
other sectlions of Amerlca, the lengthening belng
most pronounced in less literate speech., Secondly,
it rarely, if ever, escap®s nasalization in some
degree; and nasallzatlon, like lengthening, ls most
apparent among less well educated speakers where it
is very strongly marked. The third notable feature
iz the varlety of individual sounds for the first
element,

He says further that the East Texas norm is probably /ARV7.
Robertson, p. 397, says that Eastern New England generally
hes [AV7; the rest of the North has /@U/; and the South
and NidTand have /@V/.

TRobertson, The Development of Modern English, p. 397.
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considered to be l1lllustrative of the diphthong and its varia-
tiona, were included in the investigation: found, sour, cow,

bounce, scout, town, loud, mouse, now,_ crowd, and ground.

After Fricatives

Pronunclations of the words found and sour showed that
speakers of the natlve group consistently preferred A9/ and
that speakers of Group I generally preferred 43157. The only
other varlations noted are /097 and /@AV7.

A~
Fifteen speakers showed a preference for /@97, ten for
L4 fad

[AY7, and one for /O in the word found:>

TABLE LXV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN FOUND

m-."——-“] [agd B ~ o ~
Group A}_ﬂ * @27

I.II Aggregate 10 (39% 5 (58%) 1 (03%)

I-II Parents 6 (50% 6 (50%4)

I Parents 6 (100%

II Parents 100%;

I-II Children 4 (29%; 9 (64% 1 (o7%§

I Children 4 (66% 1 (17%) 1 (17%

II Children 8 (100%)

Group I parents did not vary from pronunciation of the dlphe
~
thong Za'l_f] in the word found, and Group I children showed

gGreet, "A Phonographic editlon to Willlamsburg,
Virginia," p. 167, notes that éslf J7 appears as /BV/ in
found, town, now, cow, gcout, and ground. Thomas, "Pronun-
ciatlon in Downstate New York " p. 150, finds 54 instances
of /AV7, 37 of MPV/, and 29 of /AV7 in found in downstate
New York; in "Pronuncilation in Upstate New Ycrk, p. 309,
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~ L 4
only = elight variation: /JAV7 (67%), /97 (17%), ana [Fe]
(17%4). The native group, Group II, preferred only the variant
[Eﬁé? ag the sound in found.

Elghteen speakers pronounced gour with /BQ/, six with

[aV7, one with /@07, and one with @1{7:9

Thomas shows only 1 instance of /AV7 and 53 of

Wheatley and Stanley, op. cit., p. 90, mention that /QV/

showed some change to simple /@f_/ in their investigation.
Thomas, "Pronunciation in Downstate New York," p. 150,

provides the following charted information regarding the

number of speakers chooslng particular sounds:

&y ay oy

cow

ocrowd 15 45 25
found 37 54 29
ground 22 11 T
loud 5 5 8
nov 23 38 8
scout 19 12 5

In "Pronunciation 1n Upstate New York," p. 309, Thomas pro-
vides the followling tabulatlon:

V4774 [ANT ey
2 21

crowd

found 1 53
ground 1 23
now 10 38
town o 36

9The same speaker chose [@U7 in words of this group
who chose /@Y7 in the preceding groups of words, The
gpeaker's educational background will be noted later in the
Appendix,
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TABLE LXVI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN.SOUR

Group 8Y7 (2] (297 [av7
I-II Aggregate 6 (23%)(18 (69 1 (o4 1 (04
I~IT ngengs 3 EQSé; 8 %67% 1 508% (047)
I Parents 3 (50%)| 2 (33%) |1 (17%

IT Parents 6 (100%;

I-IT Children 3 (22%) {10 571% 1 (07%
I Children 3 (50%)| 2 33%; 1 (17%
I1 Children 8 _(100%) 4

Fifty per cent of Group I parents preferred the diphthong
/@Y7 in sour; 33 per cent preferred /@9/; and 17 per cent
preferred /@07/. Group I children showed a somewhat similar
divigion of preference: /[AM7 (50%), /297 (33%), and [RAVT
(17%). Group II, however, chose /@@9/ unanimously.

After Stops

Pronuncistions of the worde in this group, bounce, cow,
scout, town, all show essentlally the same characterletics;
that is, Group II generally prefers /28®/, and Group 1l parents
prefer é%t27 while the pronunclatlions of Group I children
vaclillate between the two parental group preferences,

o
/@897 in bounce wae the cholce of fifteen informants.

Ten chose [5."1_{7, and one chose @27:
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TABLE LXVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN BOUNCE

— T —.

-~ . -~ o
Group Ay &9/ [2Y]
I-II Aggregate 10 (39%9) 15 (58%) 1 (03%)
I-II Parents 6 (50%) 6 (50%)
I Parents 6 (100%)
II Parents 6 (100%
I-II Children 4 (29%; 9 (64% 1 (07%)
I Children L (67% 2 (%3%
IT Children 7 (88%) 1 (12%)

Group I parents chose [}fﬁj7 unanimousgly. Group I children
generally preferred the cholce of their parents, but 335 per
cent chose [§§§7. Twelve per cent of Group II chlldren chose
the variant [ﬂﬁé7, but 88 per cent preferred [ﬁﬁé7} Group II
parents chose [E§é7 without variation,

Fourteen informants chose /@97 in cow; eight preferred

[@V7; and four pronounced /ZR0/:

TABLE LXVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN COW

Group a7 [ _[®Ro]

I.1I Aggregate 8 (31%) 14 (54%) 4 {15%)
I-II Parents 5 (42%; 6 (50%) 1 (08%)
I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%

II Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%)
I-II Children 3 (21%; 8 258%; 3 {21%
I Children 3 (50% 1 (174 2 (33%
II Children 7..188%) 1 (12%
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Group I parents preferred /AV/ (83%), only 17 per cent choos-
ing /297. Group I children were divided in thelr cholce be-
tween [AV/ (50%), [0/ (33%), and /2Pd] (174). Group II
parents chose /@Q/ (83%) and /207 (17%). Group II children
ghowed a similar division, /g7 (88%) and @Q] (12%).

Pronunclatlion of the word _@_9_93__1_@; 1s typlcal. Fourteen
speakers chose /F97; ten speakers chose /AV7; and two
speakers chose &27:11

TABLE IXIX
PRONURCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN SCOUT

Group M &7 @Z__

I-II Aggregate 10 (40%) 14 (54%) 2 (o7%)
I-1I Parents 5 sae%; 6 (50%) 1 (08%)
I Parents -5 (83%% 1 (17%)
II Parents 6 (100%;

I.II Children 5 (36%3 8 (57% 1 (07%;
I Children 5 (83% 1 (17%
II Children 8 (100%)

Group I dilvisions, parente and children, made identical

cholces: /[AU7 (83%) ana /@¢7 (17%), Group II speakers
also made 1ldentical choices, /297 (100%).

llt}reet, "American Speech Records," p. 351, shows /AV/
in gcouts in Record 71-A, Lamar_County and Stony, Texas; in
Record (1-B, Stony, Texas, /ZPU7/ appears in scouts. Carme-
lita Klipple, "The Speech of Splcewood, Texas," American
Speech, XX (October, 1945), 188, says that /3dV7 shows rals-
Ing and fronting of the first element and céntTalization of
the second, as in geouts SKP:9t$/.
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Town was pronounced with /97 by fourteen speakers,
with /AY7 by elght speakers, with /@07 by three speakers,
and with [@3@7 by one speaker:

TABLE LXX
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN TOWN

wwm =~ eemererene ’mE
Group ﬁVJ @ﬂz I @Q_ l

I-II Aggregate 8 (31%) 14 Es&%; 3 (12%) |1 (04%)

I~-II Parents 4 (234 | 5 (424) | 3 (16%

I Parents 4 (67% 2 (33%

II Parents 5 (83%) |1 (17%)

I-II Children 4 (29%% 9 (64% 1 {(07%)

T Children  (67%) | 2 (33%

II Children 7 (88% 1 (12%)

Group I parents preferred ﬁ%_] (67%) with @? (33%) as

a second cholice, Group I children chose [a‘iﬂ (67%), but
the second choice was ,{?ﬁé] (33%). Group II parents pre=-
ferred [&':5_7 (8%%), only 17 per cent choosing 172'5_7. Group
II children algo preferred L§§é7 (88%); one speaker, however,

chose [‘fé:}an] (12%).

After Nasals

Mouge and now were the only worde included in this test
group. They share generally the same characteristics regard-
ing pronunci#tion ¢f the diphthong as the words in the pre«
ceding group shared with the exceptlon that the diphtheng is

here nasalized,
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The word mouse was pronounced with /@37 by fifteen inw
~
formante, with /AU by ten informants, and with /@U7 by

one Informant :12

TABLE IXXT
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN MOQUSE

R e —

Group | [ay/ [2eg/ [aV]
I-II Aggregate 10 (39%Z) | 15 (58%3 1 (04%)
I-11 Parents & (50%) 6 (50%
I Parents 6 (100%)
11 Parents & (100%)
I-II Children 4 (29%) 9 (64% 1 (07%;
I Children 4 (67%) 1 (17% 1 (17%
II Children 8 (100%

Group I parents chose only [3?{_'7 Group I children showed
some variatlon from the preferred [3,5_7 (67%): 17 per cent
preferred the diphthong with a low back first element, /QU7,
and 17 per cent preferred the diphthong with a fronted first
element, ﬁ'é] . Group II unanimously chose /3.

Eighteen speakers preferred to pronounce @'é] in the
word now; six preferred to pronounce [&7 ;: and two preferred

to pronounce ['2'_3_7

. Pt
121me speaker who chose [QU7/ here_1s_the one, noted be-
fore, who chose /AL 7 as a varlant of /3I/. Information
glven in the Appendix will explain this exception to the
general pronunciation.
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TABLE LXXII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN NOW

Group Ly 22y )

I-IT Aggregate 6 {(23%) 18  (70%) 2 (08%)
I-1I Parents 4 (33%) 7 (58%; 1 {os%g
I Parents 4 (67%) 1 (174 1 (17%
I1 Parents 6 (100%

I-II Children 2 (14%) 11 (79% 1 (07%)
I Children 2 (33%) 3 (50%; 1 (L7%)
II Children 8 _(100%

Group I parents preferred to pronounce [3&27‘(67%) in the
word now, but the group showed a tendency toward a diphthong
with a fronted first element with the pronunciations ﬁiﬂé?
(17%) and‘ZEéé7 (17%). Group I children preferred to pro-
nounce Z§é§7 (504), only 33 per cent choosing to pronounce
[/AU7; 17 per cent chose another variation, ﬁ§§£7. Group II

~
speakers pronounced /2297 without variation,

After L
The only word included in this group was loud, in which
the pronunciations of the diphthong generally stratified as
(97 or [AXYT, with few other varilations. |
Seventeen of the speakers preferred to pronounce 2237

in the word loud, and nine of the speakers preferred to pro-

nounce /AY7:
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TABLE LXXIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN LOUD

Group Av/ [289] (o]
I-I1 Aggregate 9 (35%) 17 (66%)
I-II Parents 5 (42%) 7 (58%3
I Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%
IT Parents 6 (100%;
I-II Children 4 (29%) 10 (71%
I Children 4 (67%) 2 {33%)
II Children 8 (100%)

Group I parents generally chose /AV/ (83%) as the diphthong
In loud, but 17 per cent preferred the diphthong with the
fronted firet element, /@9/. Thirty-three per cent of Group
I children preferred the fronted first element, however,
Group II parents and children chose /2¢J/ as the diphthong

In every instance,

After R

Fronunclations of the words In this group, crowd and
ground, are generally typlcal of the pronunciatlions studied
in the previocus groups In that the pronunciatiéné stratify as
P83/ or [AVT.

Crowd was pronounced with /ZP@/ by seventeen informants,
with /AU7 by seven informants, with /30Q/ by one informent,
and with /QU7 by one informant:
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A
Group I parents preferred ground with /AV/ (67%), 17 per
cent choosing /P97 and 17 per cent choosing /2607. Group I
children showed less preference than the parents for the diph-
~

thong /AV7 (50%), 33 per cent choosing the diphthong with
the fronted first element, /@97, and 17 per cent choosing

b e d
the variant /&QV/. Group II parents preferred /APg/ (83%),

(o d

and Group II children unanimouely preferred /Z69/.

The Diphthong ng

The diphthong‘éjq§7 1s an interesting one, In Early
Medern English the sound was /IW/ with the accent on the
first element, which made it a falling diphthong. However,
with 2 shift on stress to the second element, it became a
rising diphthon5.13 The lack of stress on the fifat element
causes a slight constriction in the first element, / I/,
especlally after the alveolars t, 4, and n. ‘The éonstric-
tion, increased by sccomodatlon with the completely cone
stricted t, 4, and n, results in the pronunclation of the
semisvowel Atj_7. The diphthong then becomes 127457. The
principal varlant of the diphthong is / (L7, & result of

monophthongization or dropping of the unstressed elemen’o,l4

13Kenyon, American Pronunciation, p. 210.

14Thomas, Phonetlcs of American English, p. 213, men-
tiong that the South makes a greater use of , 88 in
&/, than any other region, but he adds the stern New
gland makes some use of /)&7. He says further that_else-
where / U/ 1s generally prédominant, with 47&&7 and 47u§7
the result of conscious habilt,
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in this case [ij_7. 5t111 present in some speech ig the diph-

thong /Fu7.1°

After Stops

The words in this group, dew, duel, Tuesday, and tullp,
share no typical pronunclation characteristics. The different
group pronunciatlions are not stratified but change with each
word.

Fourteen speakers preferred Af?457 in dew; twelve speakers

preferred the diphthong 0&7316

TABLE LXXIV
PRONUNCTATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN DEW

Group 4 &7 é !ILZ
I-II Aggregate 14 (5&%; 13 (52%)
I~II Parents 5 (42% 7 (58%
I Parents 5 (83%) 1 (17%
II Parents 6 (100%
I-II Children 9 (6&%; 5 (36%
I Children 5 (8%% 1 (17%;
II Children 4 (50%) 4 _(50%

15robertson, p. 39 , Bays that /TS is "rather old-
fashioned.” However, [%qﬁ? le an important diphthong in some
dlalect regions., Nevertheless, the scope of thils thesis does
not admit the separate tregtment of /IW&/ but only allows for
the combinatlon of /TW/ and / )/ since the difference 1s
primarily one of quallty of pronunclation.

168tanley, p. 32, says that dew ls always pronounced with
[ jW/ in Eagt Texas, Robertson, p. 399, states that / &/ is
tge usual Amerlcan pronunclation in dew, and only in the South
and South-Midland does /J&./ remain In all levels of natural
speech. Clifton, op. cIt., p. 192, says that /[ji/ occurs as
often as [ Us/ in all sections of Texas in the words dew, duel,

Tuegday, tullp, and newspaper,
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Group I parents and Group I children clearly preferred /u./
(83%), only 17 per cent choosing the diphthong. Group II
parents chose the dlphthong unanimously, but Group II children
chose / U,/ and [Jlg equally.

Thirteen speakers chose 0&7 in duel; twelve chose [/ &7 ;

one speaker dld not respond:

TABLE LXXV
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN DUEL

Group L% LY
I-II Aggregate S 12 (48% 13 (52%)
I-II Parents 5 (42% 7 (58%
1 Parents 4 (67% 2 (33%
II Parents 1 (17% 5 (83%
I-II Children 7 (54% 6 (46%)
I Children 5 (83% 1 (17%)
II Children* 2_(29%) 5 (71%)

* One speaker did not respond.

Group I parents generally pronounced /W7 in duel; only 33
per cent chose / Jik/ . . Group I children chose / ¢/ (83%) and
Qq] (17%), Group II parents chose [ju_..7 (83%) and /W]
(17%), but Group II children showed less preference for [j“J
(71%).

Thirteen speakers preferred / W./, and thirteen speakers

preferred / JU/ in Tuesday: '

17Tg1ders, p. 48, records /W7 (10%) ana 67&7 (90%) in
Tuesday. Thomas, “Pronunciat.ion in Upstate Kew York," p. 310,

saye that /Ws/ appears most often in Tuesday.
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TABLE LXXVI
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN TUESDAY

Group [E'J L &7
I-1I Aggregate 13 (50%) 13 (50%)
I.II Parents 6 (SO%; 6 (50%)
I Parents 5 (83% 1 (17%)
II Parents 1 (17%) 5 (83%)
I-II Children 7 (50% 7 (50%
I Children 4 (67% 2 (33%
II Children 3 (37%) 5 (63%)

Group I parents chose / ./ (83%) aﬁd [jag (174); the chil-
dren preferred / (7 (66%), but 34 per cent chose [Z)q§7.
Group II parents preferred [jq;7 (83%) to [/ (17%); Group
II children preferred [juj (63%) and /[ U/ (37%).

Twenty-one informents pronounced [fh:7 in tullp; five
informants pronounced QQJ ;18

TABLE LXXVII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN TULIP

et ———— — — e et e e ]
Group 4%557 ,

I-1I Aggregate 21  (81%) 5 119%)

I-II Parents g (75%) 3 (25%)

I Parents & (100%)

II Parents 3 (50%) 3 (50%)

I-II Children 12  (86%) 2 (14%)

I Children 5 (83%; 1 (17%)

II1 Children 7__(88% 1 _(12%)

18E1ders, p. 48, finds /U7 (27%), z:]q;7 (73%) in tullp.
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Group I parents all chose / t/ in tulip. Group I children
generally preferred / / (83%), but 17 per cent chose gog

Group II parents were evenly divided in their choice between
[ W/ and 00_.7, but only a 12 per cent minority of Group II

children chose a pronunciation other then the major pronuncilaw

tion /[ WU/ (88%).

After Nagals

Newsgpaper (first syllable) was the only word tested in
this group.

Seventeen speakers preferred / U/ in newspaper; nine

gpeakers chose 474;7:

TABLE LXXVIII
PRONUNCIATION OF THE DIPHTHONG IN NEWSPAPER

Fm
Group ALY
I-11 Aggregate 17 (67%) 9 (33%3
I-I1I Parents 8 (6?%; 4 (33%
1 Parents 6 (100% .
IT Parents 2 (33%) 4 (67%;
I-II Children 9 (64%3 5 (36%
I Children 6 (100%
II Children 3 _(37%) 5_(63%)

Group I chose only qu=7 In newspaper. Group II parents chose

[Ju7 (67%) and w7 (33%); Group II children preferred Ljud
(63%) and [ w7 (37%).

Group II Summary

Group II informantes indlcated the following preferences:
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Lal7
(1) Before volced sounds., /[ &./ was preferred in fine
(86%), find (79%), fire (86%), time (86%), and mine (79%).
(2) Before volceless sounds. / A./ was usually pro-

nounced in bite (57%), but /A%F/ was a common pronunciation.
L[ 37 (57%) and /@Y7 (43%) were preferred in night. Bright
was preferred with /[ 4./ (64%), vut /AX7 was a frequent pro-
nunciation, Right was pronounced equally with /4.7 (50%)

and [t/ (50%).
L[aNT

(1) After fricatives. /@PJ/ was the favorite pronun-
clatlon of the diphthong in found (100%) and sour (100%).

(2) After stops. /HQ/ was preferred in bounce (93%),
cow (86%), scout (100%), and town (86%).

(3) After nasals, Mouse and pow were both pronounced
only with [¥Q7.

(4) After 1, Loud was pronounced with /BQ7 (100%).

(5) After r. /3@Q7 was preferred in crowd (100%) and
ground (93%).

a7

(1) After stope. Dew and Tugsday were pronounced with

gqj (71%) and [7&7 (29%). Tullp was preferred with / (7

(7T1%) anad Qq,] (29%). Duel wae pronounced with Ouj (7T7%)
and / W/ (23%).




99

(2) After nasals. Newspaper was pronounced with [)qj
(64%) and [ U/ (36%).

Group I Summary

Group I informants indlcated the followling preferences:

317

(1) Before voiced sounds. Fire was pronounced with
/217 (83%); f£ind was ﬁreferred with /AX7 (58%) and /AT7
(33%); fine was pronounced almost equally with /AT 7 (50%)
and /327 (42%). Time was pronounced equally with /ATL/
(42%) and [AXET (42%). /[AL7 (58%) ana [AXT] (33%) were

pronounced in mine.

(2) Before volceless sounds. /Al/ was preferred in
bite (67%), vut [ &/ (25%) ocourred often in the pronuncia-
tion of the word., Night was preferred equally with /AT7
(50%) and /A®/ (50%). Bright was most often pronounced
with /Al7 (67%), vut /@F/ (33%) was not uncommon. /AL/
(58%) occurred less frequently in right, but /AZ/ (33%) was

gt1ll a secondary pronunciation,

a7

(1) After fricatives. Found occurred with /AVW/ (83%),
and /AY7 (50%) wae the major pronunciation in gour, but B/
(33%) occurred frequently.

(2) After stops. /AU was preferred in bounce (83%),
cow (67%), scout (83%), end town (67%).
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(3) After nasals, [EEQ7 (83%) was the predominant pro-
nunclation of the diphthong in mouse. Now occurred with
[AYT (50%) and /97 (33%).

(4) After 1. /A3V/ was preferred in loud (75%).

(5) After r. /@Y/ was preferred in crowd (58%) and

ground (58%).

[

(1) After stops. /W7 was preferred in dew (83%),
duel (75%), Tuesday (75%), and tulip (92%).

(2) After nasals, Newspaper was pronounced with /7
(100%).

Chapter Summary
The table whilch follows provides an illustration of the
relative cholices of parents and children of each group; a
hyphen indlicates equal preference, and a comma indicates des~

cending order of preference:

TABLE LXXIX

PRONUNCIATION PREFERENCES OF PARENTS
AND CHILDREN IN GROUPS I AND II

£ine al at arat a,ar a,.ar

£ind ar-a* lara-afF [ a-a¥ | a

fire al ax ELI,Q}: a,ar o

bite ar, a-afF |ar, a ataal | a,al-ar
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LAXIX -=Continued
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Word I Parents | I Chlldren |II Parents |II Children
mine &I_, a_l' al, ax a, art é... ar
night ar,ar ar, al ar a_ a,aF
bright al, aF ar-a* ak a a,aF
right arar | arara. | af a a,axr
found av aV, o -80 | &9 A4
gour av aed av, &9 &9 £
bounce av axv, &9 X acd
cow av, &3 AT, 80,09 | kN, O Ko, Xo
scout av, e av, ao A X
town av; o av, 2o e 0 Lo
mouse av AV, X3-Ee | P a9
nowv AV, -0 | B9, aV, e | B A
loud av, &9 av, €9 2£9 A
crowd av, Lo e,y Lo o
ground V800 | AV, 89 | X ¥o |
dew w, W w, J& JW w b) U
duel Yoy JU- W, b | J* W JU &
Tuesday u, % “"J.lu" J“")“" ﬁJ“’) A
tullyp U W, Ju- w - ju W, U
newspaper - wu.. Jh ) Y w ;iu.,
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It may readily be seen that CGroup I children exhibit the moet
definite tendency to depart from the speech habite of their
parents and accommodate to the speech hablits of another dla-
lect group. Pronunciations by Group I children of such words
as fine, find, night, bright, found, bounce,'gg_gs_g, now, and
crowd 1llustrate two points: (1) In words with /QI/ the
tendency 1s to glight the second element of the diphthong to
produce /a¥/ or even to monophthongize the diphthong to / A/
In order to approximaste the environmental dilalect level; (2)
in words with [AN/ the tendency 1s to a‘pproximate the envi-
ronmental dlalect habit of fronting the first element to
[@7. However, there is no definlte indlecatlon of the va-
1i1dity of these two polints except in the pronuncilations glven
of the worde fine, night, now, and growd. In pronunciatione
of the word fine, Group I children preferred /@a%/, showing
a tendency to monophthongize , rather than the parental pro-
nunciation /AL/; Group I children showed a similar preference
In pronunclation of plght. Pronunclations of now and crowd
by Group I children showed a definite preference for the
environmental /@@@/ rather than the parental /AN7/.
Parent-chlldren pronunclations were rather stable in
words with [W./ or [ju/ except in the pronunclations of dew
and newspaper by Group II children. In each case, the paren-
tal pronunciation was gu_.] while the children chose [/ &/.




CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

The primary concern of this Investigation has been the
pronuncilation of the low-back vowels or of certain diphthongs
&8 they occurred in test words verbally received from two se-
lected groups of Informants residing in Denton, Texas. It
hae been the thesls of this study that & correlation of the
pronunclations of the groups would establlsh that speakers
of & dialect intrusive upon the native dlalect would show
some assimilation of the native speech and that the children
of the speakers of the intrusive dizlect would be most likely
to accommodate thelr speech habits to the native usage,

Three families who had but recently moved to Denton from
Minnesota were selected to represent speakers of the intrusive
dlalect; as a contrel group, three families who were native to
Penton were chosen as representatives of the aspeakers of the
natlve dlalect, No attempt was made to determine whether the
representatlion was gtatistically representative of the native
speech; 1t was merely assumed that the middle-clase families
would generally represent thelr respectlive dialect groups.

Each family conelsted of two parents and two to six chil-
dren. The parents ranged In age from thirty-seven to forty-

five and in educatlon from high-school graduaste to college

103
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pogt-graduate, The children ranged in age from six to nines«
teen yearsg and in education from first grade enrollee to
college freshman,

The testing of the speakers' pronunclations of selected
words wag accomplished in personal Interviews in the privacy
of their homes, ZEach Informant was isolated from the others
ag casually as possible and was verbally presented questlons
which apparently tested his vecabulary although pronunciation
was actually the concern of the test. It was deemed impertant
that the informant be unaware that his pronunclation of words
was beling tested because 1t was assumed that if he thought
that pronunclation were the main issue, he would likely modify
his pronunciation, thereby affecting the accuracy of the test.
Hlg verbal response to the test guestions was immediately re-
corded manually in narrow transcription on a prepared worke
gsheet which anticipéted the full range of pronunciation
poselbllities for the stressed vowels and for the diphthongs
In the test words, Approximately an hour was required for the
completlon of each test.

The words which were selected as test words were all
chosen on the basis that they tested the Informant’s choice
of the low-back vowels or of the diphthongs which are normally
pronounced 1in those words, The word list was somevwhat limited
because of the necessity that the words be a part of the vo=-
cabulary of a six~year-old. For that reason, the words are

mostly monosyllable.
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After the testing was accomplished, a tabulation was made
of the results. The tabulation was rendered as a correlative
subdivision of the two ma jor groups; such divisions as Group
I-I1 Aggregate, Group I-II Parents, Group I Parents, Group II
Parents, Group I-II Children, Group I Children, and Group II
Children were measured and compared in their pronunciation
choices. Although the disadvantage of such detailed division

is obvious, that one speaker in a small division may control

as much as 16 per cent of the division pronunciation preference,

the advantage of immediate correlation more than offsets the
disadvantage.

The objectlion may be raised that the narrow scope of a
study which tests the pronunciations of as few as ninety words
by no more than twenty-six Informants will render its tabula=-
tion percentages only generally accurate., However, it may be
recalled that the purpose of the study was not to survey the
entire Denton area and specifically determine pronunciation'
preferences but was to measure preferences of generally repre=
sentative groups and compare those preferences, determining in
the process of comparison whether or not the general prefer-
ences showed any similarities. In this respect, then, the
evidence polnts to the validlty of the hypothesis that the
children of the intrusive dialect gpeakers will show the
greatest degree of accommodation of their speech habits to the

speech hablts of the native group.
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The native group, for example, generally chose a rounded

vowel 1n such words as cloget, wasp, mockingbird, barn, donkey,

honk, cart, dark, garden, sharp, and tar; the parents in the
intrusive dialecﬁ group generally chose the unround vowel in
those words; however, the children in the Iintrusive dlalect
group chose the slightly rounded to fully rounded vowels
LB7 end [9 7 instead of the unround /@ of their parents,

In the pronunclations of such words as coffee, lost,

goft, trough, strong, sausage, stalk, and lawn, the children

of the speakers of the intrusive dlalect preferred the vowel
of the native epeakers, a rounded vowel, rather than the un-
round vowel of thelr parents,

The pronunclation of such words as fine and night by the
children of the intrusive dialect speakers, Group I Children,
11lustrated that they preferred the diphthong [}U£7 or the
monophthong / @/ of the native gpeech rather than the diph-
thong /AL/ of their parents' speech. Group I children pre-
ferred the native /@@Q/ in their pronunciation of pow and
crowd.rather than /AV7 of their parents.

In pronunciation of words with /[ W/ or /[Ju/ the
parent-children choice was rather stable with the exception
of the pronunciation of dew and newspaper by Group II Shild-
ren, in which case the parental pronunciation was ch while
the children chose the / W,/ of the intrusive dlalect. '

Generally, the Group II parent-children pronuncilation

wag In agreement, wlith the possible exception of one word,
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iawn, which was preferred with.zrll7 by Group II parents, but
which was preferred equally with /&./ and / K07 by the chil-
dren.

Evidence Iindicates a consistent assimilation of the low-
back rounded vowel of the native speakers by the children of
Group I. On the other hand, evidence of aseimilation by Group

I children of the native speech hablits is rather inconsistent

with words pronounced with the diphthongs /AT/, /@Y7, and

L) -




APPENDIX

The following information provides pertinent data con-

cerning informant backgrounds for Group I and Group II:

Group I
Informant number 1:
Sex: Male
Age: Thirty-nine
Education: High-school graduate
Oecupation: Sales correspondent
Remarks: Informant number one 1s of Swedish stock. He
and hils wife lived for twelve consecutive years in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, prior to moving to Denton, where they
have lived for three years. He was Interested, coopera-
tive, and responsive to the test questions.
Informant number 2:
Sex: Female
Age: Approximately thirty-elght
Education: High=-school graduate
Cecupation: Housewife
Remarks: Informant number 2 was of Swedish stock, her
mother being a native Swede.
Informant number 3:
Sex: Male
Age: Thirteen
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Education: Enrolled in the ninth grade,
Ocecupation: None
Remarks: He 1s a son of informants 1 and 2.
Informant number 4:
Sex: Male
Age: Ten
Education: Presently enrolled in the fourth grade,
Cceupation: None
Remarks: He 1s the youngest son of informants 1 and 2,
Informant number 5:
Sex: Male
Age: Approximately forty
Education: Highwschool graduate
Occupatlion: BSales service manager
Remarks: Informant number 5 ig of German stock, the
German influence dissipating somewhat during his gener-
ation. He had lived most of hils 1life in Minneapelis
prior to moving to Denton, where he hag lived for four
years., His occupatlion exposes him to lingulstic influe-
ence from seversl dlalect areas in which his firm trans-
acts business,
Informant number 6:
Sex: Female
Age: Approximately thirty-nine
Education: High-school graduate
Occupation: Full-time housewife
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Remarks: Informsnt number 5 1s of German stock; her
generation, however, was less exposed to the lingulstic
influences of German. She 1s a sglow, deliberate speaker
who appeared to be rather lethargic,
Informant number 7:
Sex: Female
Age: Ten
Education: Enrolled in the fourth grade,
Cceupation: None
Remarks: The speaker was not at ease and seemed sllghtly
hostile,
Informant number 8:
Sex: Male
Age: ©Seven
Education: Enrolled in the first grade
Occupation: None
Remarks: The speaker falled to provide retroflexlon for
r, and most of his vowels pfecedlng r are back rounded
or semi-rounded.
Informant number 9:
Sex: Male
Age: Approximately forty-elght
Bducation: Two years of college

Occupation: Plant manager
Remarks: The parents of the speaker were natlve Swedes,

and he recalled that some Swedlsh was spoken Iin his
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family. He 1g a native of Minneapolis, but he has lived
in Dentonlfor the past elght years, He 1s an energetic,
cultivated speaker; he was thoroughly cooperative, re-
sponding donversationally and without hesitation,.
Informant number 10:
Sex: TFemale
Age: Approximately forty-five
Education: High-aschool graduate
Ceccupation: Full-time housewilfe
Remarks: The speaker indlcated that there was no strong
Swedlsh linguistice Influence in her famlly. ©She 1ig also
native o Minneapolis area, 8he was gracious, cooperaw
tive, and interesting.
Informant numwber 11:
Sex: Male
Age: Eighteen
Education: Higheschool senior
Occupatlion: None
Remarks: The speaker hag been exposed to special speech
training as & member of a boy's cholr,
Informant number 12:
Sex: Male
Age: TFourteen
Education: High-school freshman

Occupation: HNone
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Remarks: This speaker is the one who has often been men-
tioned in footnotes in this study. He attends a local
preparatory school at which there is a strong British
influence; he has also been specially trained in enunciaw
tion as a member of a local boy's cholr, The speaker is
of superior intelligence, and he seemed to view the slm=
plicity of thé test with sarcasm, His pronunciation, in
some cases, was exaggerated, but cross-checking of his

pronunciation preferences eliminated those exaggerations.

Group II
Informant number 13:
Sex: Male
Age: Approximately forty
Education: College graduate
Oceupation: Manager of a local c¢redit company
Remarks: The speaker ls & native Texan who has lived in
the Denton area for most of his life.
Informant number 1hi
Sex: Female
Age: Avproximately thirty-seven
Educationt Two years of college
Oecupation: Full-time housewife
Remarks: The speeker is a native Texan who has lived in
the Denton area for the last twenty years, The community

in which she spent her childhood was ethnologically
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Norweglan and German, She recalled that her parents caue
from Norway.
Informant number 153
Sex: Female
Aget BS8ix
Educations Enrolled in the first grade
Occupation: Nons
Remarks: The speaker fails to retroflex r which results
in backing and rounding of vowels preceding r.
Informant number 163
Sex: Male
Age: Sixteen
Education: High-school sophomore
Ocecupation: None
Remarks: The speaker shows little variation from the
Denton norm.
Informant number 17:
Sex: Male
Age: Fortye-two
BEducation: Collége graduate
Occupationt Manager of a farm supply house
Remarks! Speaker number 17 has lived in the Denton arsa
since his birth. He recalls some Dutch and Irish stoek
in hig family, but the greatest linguisfic influence

comes from the German farmers (approximately 25 per cent
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of total farmers around Denton) with whom speaker number
17 has mingled for twenty years,
Informant number 18:
Sex: TFemale
Age: Approximately forty
Education: College graduate
Occupation: Full-time housewlfe
Remarks: The speaker has lived in Denton for twenty
years, Her mother came originally from Ohio and her
father from West Texas,
Informant number 19:
Sex: Female
Age: Nineteen
Education: College sophomore
Ccecupation: HNone
Remarks: The speech of the speaker wag affected In some
respects because she became qulckly aware that her pronun-
clation wag belng tested; however, the affected speech
regponses were minimized by cross checking,
Informant number 20:
Sex: Female
Age: Twelve
Education: Enrolled in the seventh grade.
Ceccupation: None

Remarks: The speaker wasg cooperative and energetic,
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Informant number 21:
Sex: Male
Age: Ten
Education: Enrolled in the fifth grade,
Cecupation: None
Remarks: The speaker was somewhat shy, but he quickly
overcame the shyness and was responeslve,
Informant number 22:
Sex: Male
Age: Seven
Education: Enrolled in the second grade
Occupatlon: None
Remarks: This speaker was quite energetic and playful.
Hls responses were sometlmes dlstorted by emphasie,
Informant number 23:
Sex: Male
Age: TForty-Tive
Education: College graduate
Occupation: News editor of a local radio station,
Remarks: The speaker has llved in the Denton area for
the lagt twenty years and 1le & native Texan., Hie occu-
patlon, according to the speaker, required nc sgpecial
speech tralining other than that gained through hig ex-~

perlence in jJournallsm,
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Informant number 2l
Sex: Female
Ages Approximately forty
Education: Post-graduate
Occupation: Full-time housewife
Remarks: The speaker is presently working toward a
doctorate in counseling., She has had some gpeciazlized
training in speech, required for her professional prep-
aration,
Informant number 253
Sex: Mals
Age: Eighteen
Education: Highw~school senior
Occupation: None
Remarks: The speaker was an excellent informant, re-
sponding quickly and conversationally.
Informant number 263
Sex: Female
Age: Twelve
Education: Enrolled in the sixth grade
Oecupation: Nons
Remarks: The speaker was interested, responsive, and
patient. ©She offered several comments pertaining to

the speech of the teenagers in the Denton area,
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