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CHAPTER 1

THE BEGINNINGS OF CLEBURNE

The story of Cleburne is similar to the story of nu-

merous other towns in Texas that had their beginnings in

the turbulent times of unrest, uncertainty, and fear that

followed immediately after the Civil War.

During those trying times of reconstruction the set-

tlers of Cleburne showed that they were capable of main-

taining those desirable qualities of self-sufficiency and

rugged individualism that were so essential in every Amer-

ican frontier settlement. They realized, however, that they

must sacrifice some of these liberties in order to live in

peace and in harmony with each other. For a good many of

them, the long trail of aimless wandering and suffering had

come to an end upon their arrival in the village of Cleburne.

They built a community of which they, their children, and

their grandchildren were extremely proud.

In all their early dealings with each other, there is

abundant evidence that each was willing to co-operate by

attending the frequent mass-meetings held at the county court-

house. Throughout the entire early period of Cleburne 's his-

tory, mass-meetings were held in order for each person to ex-

press his own ideas, by vote, in regard to questions that arose

1
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concerning the best interests of all Cleburne citizens. This

was direct democracy, the kind that represented all the qual-

ities, good and bad, of any other American frontier settlement.

Cleburne is near the center of Johnson County and Johnson

County is in North Central Texas, immediately south of Tarrant

County and the city of Fort Worth. The eastern half of the

county is in the Blackland Prairie, the western half is in the

Grand Prairie, and in between them is the narrow southern end

of the East Cross Timbers belt. Cleburne is on the western

edge of this Cross Timbers strip, surrounded by many varieties

of soil, and other natural advantages that make the region a

well-diversified area today.

Johnson County was created in 1854 and named in honor of

Colonel Middleton T. Johnson of Mexican War and Texas Ranger

fame. At the close of the Civil War the county was still only

sparsely settled. There were some scattered settlements and

a few post offices, but nothing that could be called a town

before 1853. The first town in the county to be plotted and

laid out was Alvarado in the winter of 1853-1854, but its

early growth was slow.

The people of Johnson County had rather difficult and

trying questions to settle in selecting their county seat.

On August 7, 1854, the first election for county officials

was held. 1 There were less than one hundred twenty votes cast

1 A.J. Byrd, History and Description of Johnson Count
and Towns, p. 6.
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at this election. The next thing to follow was to select a

place for a county seat by balloting. Four places were put in

nomination. The first election for a county seat was held

January 18, 1855, and was declared no election because no one

of the four places received a majority of the votes cast. The

second election was held on August 16, 1855. At this election

Wardville was selected. The name, Wardville, had been selected

previously by the state legislature when Johnson County was

created, as the name of the county seat. The name was chosen

in honor of Colonel Thomas Wilson Ward, a veteran officer of

the Texas Revolution and first commissioner of the General

Land Office of Texas. Wardville was located on Nolan's River

five miles west of what is now Cleburne.

The fact that Wardville was outside the legal limits of

Johnson County soon caused dissensions to arise and the third

election became necessary.2 This election resulted in none of

the four places receiving a majority of the votes in Septem-

ber, 1856. The fourth election was held October 4, 1856, and

Buchanan was named the county seat. The county court gave this

name to the county seat in honor of James Buchanan who was

elected president of the United States in November, 1856.

Buchanan was located five miles northwest of present dar Cle-

burne. The fifth election became necessary when Hood County

was formed on the north and west of Johnson County. The

.Ibijd.,pp. 7.



4

question of relocating the county seat nearer the geographical

center of Johnson County arose. This election, held on March 23,

1867, determined that Camp Henderson, which later became Cle-

burne, was the county seat. From that time the prosperity and

population of Johnson County and Cleburne increased steadily.

The first commissioners court of Johnson County met under

a post oak tree near the home of Edward Cox, August 21, 1854.

David Mitchell, the chairman, presided. J. Easterwood, county

clerk, A.H. Onstott, sheriff, and the four county commissioners

were present. 3

In 1860 the commissioners ordered a court house built,

but the chairman ruled that the commissioners court lacked

authority to give such order, and nothing was done about it.

The records of Johnson County had to be kept in temporary

quarters during part of the time Buchanan was the county seat,

from 1856-1867.

After the removal of the county seat to Cleburne, a frame

building was erected. In 1870, a brick court house building,

forty-four feet wide, was erected at a cost of $10,000. The

first county jail was erected at Buchanan in 1858 and cost

$800

F.L. Kirtley, one of the first Baptist preachers in the

county, was the first tax assessor and collector of Johnson

County.

3 Joseph C . McConnell, The West Texas Frontier, I, p. 137.
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The settlement that eventually became Cleburne had its

beginning as an army camp during the Civil War. The clear,

cool water in the two prongs of Buffalo Creek caused Parson's

Cavalry Brigade to make the first volunteer Confederate Camp

of Johnson County men on land that belonged to Colonel W.F.

Henderson. This brigade was formed about September, 1862. The

camp was made on land about where the First Baptist Church

now stands. The name of Camp Henderson was changed to Cleburne

upon the removal of the county seat from Buchanan.

Cleburne, the city of roses, was named after Major Gen-

eral Patrick R. Cleburne. He was a brave, kind, and generous

man, who came from his native Ireland to take the side of the

South during the Civil War. He gave his life for a cause that

was lost before it began. Men from Johpson County who had

served under him at the Battle of Franklin, Tennessee, honored

the memory of this brave man by naming their town after him.
His deeds of kindness and bravery endeared him in the hearts

of the men who served under him.

When the county seat was moved from Buchanan March 23,
1867, to Camp Henderson, the plot of land was immediately laid
out by the surveyors. A public square was planned with blocks,
lots, and streets running with the cardinal points of the com-

pass, a half mile each way from the square .4

S.Memorial dof Johns on and Hill Counties, pp.
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As the town grew, the part west of Buffalo Creek came

to be called the Arkansas addition.jeople segregated them-

selves in crude huts of their own making along the west bank

of West Buffalo Creek. They took little or no interest in the

other settlers east of them for awhile. There were numerous

stories told concerning these people from Arkansas, most of

them of a derisive or joking nature. Eventually, antagonistic

skirmishes between some of the children of the two factions

led to a more sympathetic attitude of the parents toward each

other. Happily, the "Arkansawyers" outlived the jibes and fun-

making of their neighbors and became one of the corner stones

in the foundation of Cleburne's substantial citizenship.

The northern part of the town came to be named the Mis-

souri Settlement because a few families from Missouri were the
first to settle on the outskirts of the advancing lines of

residences along North Anglin and North Main streets. These

people from Missouri did not have as much trouble in adapting

themselves to Cleburne's social life as the people from

Arkansas had.

The new county seat of Cleburne had several advantages

over the old one of Buchanan. One of them was an ample water

supply from several springs in West Buffalo Creek. These springs

were generally referred to as "Uncle Joe Shaw's Springs." They

were the social centers of Cleburne. Picnics were held there,

especially on washdays. Mothers brought their lunches and their
children along on washdays. The mothers enjoyed choice bits of
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gossip while attending to the family wash. 5 People from ten

to twelve miles around were supplied by the water from these

springs.

Another natural advantage that favored a steady growth

for Cleburne was its location. Wood for fuel could easily be

obtained from dense stands of scrub oak just east of town.

Due to its location the town had a temperate climate and a

variable rainfall. Soils, climate, and a plentiful supply of

water furnished by many underground streams made for different

industries, different occupations and a steady growth in gen-

eral.

According to legend, travel worn Indians came to the

clear, cool water of the springs in West Buffalo Creek, blessed

the spot, and invoked the Great Father to make their flow ever-

lasting and save the springs from destructive storms. The

Indians are reported to have asked the Great Spirit to bless

and protect those who in the future were to live in the

vicinity of the springs.

One of the first persons to settle in the Cleburne area

was N.H. Cook, who became county treasurer in 1879. He estab-

lished a mercantile business in "the town without houses" in

June, 1866, At the time he waited and watched anxiously for

the coming of the "town on wheels ." Almost every public build-

ing and every residence that had existed at the old county

5 Cleburne Times-Review, June 28, 1936.
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seat of Buchanan was moved, eventually, to Cleburne in whole

or in part.6

During the first two years buildings increased at a

rapid pace in different parts of the town. They would have

gone up at a much faster rate if it had not been for the

scarcity of pine lumber and the difficulty of obtaining other

building materials. Immigrants visited the town daily early

in 1869, and it was rumored that more were coming from the

old states. One of the principal attractions Cleburne had to

offer prospective settlers at this time was the prospect of

obtaining a good school. The prosperity of the town depended

upon the completion of the new college by the Alvarado Baptist

Association. This sponsoring institution, being short of funds,

called upon other church denominations for donations to carry

on the college building program. Discord soon developed among

the different denominations over which was to receive most of

the credit for the college building. 7

Settlers began moving into Cleburne rapidly early in

1869. Some came in ox-wagons, some on horseback, and some

came on root. In either case, most of them had all their

worldly possessions with them. The lumbering ox-wagons were

usually accompanied by parents of middle age or above and

unusually large numbers of barefooted and wistful-looking

children. Another well established fixture of the family was

6 Byrd, g. it., p. 108.

7 The Cleburne Chronicle, December 11, 1869.

,.
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a gaunt, wild-looking dog of mongrel breeding. Some of the

immigrants, especially the mothers, looked as if hope had been

gone from them for a long time.

The town had grown so rapidly by February, 1869, that it

required a weekly. notice in the town newspaper to keep pace

with the increase in the number of people. Although Cleburne

was not two years old, she contained over one thousand souls,

and more were coming all the time. Town leaders attributed the

large numbers of immigrants to "good land, good water, good

society, health, wealth and peace." 8

The enterprising citizens of Cleburne raised money by

subscriptions to employ hands to dig a public well by Septem-

ber, 1869. They recognized early the advantage of working to-

gether for the benefit of all. They developed, early in the

town's history, a community spirit.

Merchant Number Two, Lycurgus Wren, came in the spring

of 1867. A little while after Lycurgus Wren entered business,

the Willingham Brothers established a mercantile business.

The first court house was an old one-story, frame building

that was moved from Buchanan. Some of the leading citizens

suggested at this time that the merchants ought to build side-

walks or furnish boats for their customers to get into their

places of business.

8 Ibid., September 11, 1869.
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A local editor wrote:

One cannot but be struck with the growth of Cle-
burne. Scarcely twelve months ago there was not a house
contained in the place. Now it numbers six or seven
hundred inhabitants and affords all the facilities of
any other town. Morals of the people are excellent,
drunkenness s rare, and profanity is seldom heard on
the streets.

During 1871 several new buildings were under the course

of construction. The thought was expressed that, if the en-

terprising citizens kept pushing ahead, they would have a

city in spite of the fact that the railroad had not come.

Appeals were made through the editorial section of their pa-

per to the people to build up their town, erect churches,

build schools, and build houses as fast as the growing wants

of the people demanded them. There was a move on at this

time to build public parks and playgrounds for the children

of Cleburne.

Cleburne could boast of a fine brick courthouse, a two-

story brick college building, a two-story brick Masonic Hall,

and several brick stores and dwellings in 1871. The town had

thirteen merchants dealing in dry goods, groceries, and gen-

eral merchandise. In addition, there was a printing shop, a

banking house, a photo shop, a paint shop, a furniture store,

three drug stores, one brewery, two blacksmith shops, one tin

shop, a jewelry store, a bakery, and several saloons, and a

thriving population of over twelve hundred people. 1 0

9I bid., November 7, 1868. 0_Ibid., December 16, 1871.
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During the first part of 1873 the streets of Cleburne

were crowded with emigrant wagons. The women and children

were in a pitiful state. Some of the emigrants remained as

permanent settlers in and around Cleburne, but most of them

went on further west in search of cheaper land. The Texas

frontier pushed westward slowly but surely in 1873. By Novem-

ber of this year there was scarcely a vacant house in Cle-

burne. More people came and former residents returned. The

town took its second growth and had prospects of becoming one

of the most substantial Texas towns.

In 1874 Cleburne had already become a place of importance

due to its advantages of location as a trading point and its

reputation as an educational center. The population numbered

about twelve hundred in 1870, about two thousand in 1876,

about three thousand in 1890, and about 7,493 in 1900.11 In

1880 the population was placed exactly at eighteen hundred

forty-eight .12

By the year 1879 all the space around the public square

had been completely occupied by business houses, and the

streets approaching the square and it corners had been lined

with business houses of all kinds. Dwelling houses had long

since reached the limits of the original town survey and had

11 F.W. Johnson, Eugene C. Barker, and E.W. Winkler,
Texas and Texans, II, p. 774.

12Burke, Texas Almanac, 1882, p. 132.
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extended still another half mile each way from the public

square. This meant that the farthest houses were at least

one and one-half miles from the courthouse at that time.

An early census in Cleburne was reckoned by counting the

names in the city directory and then multiplying the number

of names by five; since five was considered the average num-

ber of persons per family in 1879. This method of taking the

census gave Cleburne a population of around three thousand.

The town had relied upon nothing for its growth except its

natural advantages .

J.W. Templeman, editor of the Johnson County Review in

1891, probably deserved as much credit as any other individual

in Cleburne for developing a progressive spirit among the

people of Cleburne. Each of his editorials urged the people

to promote trade, build industries, and promote good will.

Merchants of Cleburne were urged to band together and build

a bridge across the Brazos River into Somervell County.

A group of six Cleburne business men were asked what

would benefit the town most in 1891, and their replies were

almost the same. They were: the location of the Gulf, Colorado,

and Santa Fe Machine Shops in Cleburne, a bridge or ferry

across the Brazos River into Somervell County, and the acqui-

sition of a branch of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad. 1 3

TheJghnson Cun& Review, May 22, 1891.
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The coming of the Santa Fe Railroad into Cleburne in

1891 gave the town a decided boost, but the coming of the

Central Machine Shops of that railroad in 1897 was the great-

est inducement for rapid progress and growth, With evident

pride a citizen declared:

Cleburne may not be as big as Dallas or Fort Worth,
but her bonds are always saleable, and she is experienc-
ing a degree of prosperity that is pleasing, even though
times are close and money is scarce. Cleburne's growth
is based upon permanency; not upon a "boom or bust"
foundation. Its growth is slow but it -is continuous. 1 4

In 1926 George Murphy illustrated the different stages

in the development of transportation facilities in Cleburne

and vicinity in early days by saying:

When my great grandfather was married, he walkedto the home of his bride and they returned to his homethe same way. My grandfather went after his bride in
an ox-wagon. My father rode horseback and brought my
mother home behindhiym. I used a buggy when I brought
my companion home .

In most cases roads ran across prairies in a series of

trails. During the year 1872 citizens along the roads leading

from Cleburne to Waxahachie appropriated sixty days 'work each

to build a firm, level road. It was a common sight to see a

yoke of oxen along these roads and trails and on the streets

of Cleburne in 1874.

In 1874 Cleburne people went by way of ox-wagon to Mans-

field, in Tarrant County, to get their corn ground into meal.

14Ib., June 19, 1891.

15Cleturne Times Review, June 3, 1926.



14

Flour was a luxury, but it could be obtained in Dallas on

certain occasions. These ox-wagons were usually pulled by

one or two yoke of oxen, depending upon the weight of the

load to be pulled. They were four-wheeled vehicles with a

tar rack at the back. By frequent applications of the tar

from the barrel at the back of the wagon, to the axles of

the wagon, the load could be made easier to pull. Tar had

to take the place of axle grease in those days.16

As early as 1872, M.P. Knowls and Company operated a

hack line between Cleburne and Waxahachie. The hack left

Waxahachie every Sunday morning and arrived at Cleburne that

Sunday night. It left Cleburne every Tuesday morning and ar-

rived at Waxahachie that Tuesday night. Fare each way was

three-dollars-fifty cents, coin only.

On February 8, 1897, J. Frank Pickering, advertising
manager of Montgomery, Ward and Company, was in Cleburnewith a horseless carriage. The carriage was built forthe firm at a cost of three thousand dollars. It was pro-pelled by electricity from storage batteries, had rub-ber tires, and ran without jolting at a speed of aboutten miles per hour. It had no trouble at all climbing
the steep hills of West Buffalo Creek, either going back-wards or forwards . The carriage was backed up the hill
to co wince the "doubting Thomases" that it could be
done

Another milestone had been reached in the story of trans-

poration in Cleburne.

A. Marchbanks, 314 West Heard Street, Cleburne, Texas.(Marchbanks is now 87 years of age and served as city police-man from 1894-1896) .
1 7 Johnson Count Review, February 12, 1897.

gat _ i , - -- -.. f.,,:.,, ,...... .. ,, - I .. _ .. , .. r ......
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The following story written by T.U. Taylor, at one time

Dean of the School of Engineering at the University of Texas,

illustrates very well early life in Cleburne.

My mother's object in going to Cleburne in the
summer of 1870 was to educate her four children by
use of her needle; for she was an expert seamstress.
But the call of bread and meat was so loud that I
had to go to work about three fourths of the year.
My bread and meat life started in Cleburne about four
o'clock in the morning and it did not wind up until
after sundown. I attended school spasmodically during
three months of the year ,nd went to work in earnest
during the spring of 1871..

One stage a day brought in mail from Weatherford to Cle-

burne in late 1871. It reached Cleburne at four o'clock in the

morning after an all-night drive. Stage stands were placed

every fifteen miles, where the driver to Cleburne changed the

four horses. The driver of the stage always blew a military

tune just as he entered the town. The tune always awoke the

people in Cleburne.

In 1871 water from Buffalo Creek Springs was carted in

two-wheeled carts to various houses in Cleburne. The carts

were drawn by horses or mules. The water was sold to house-

wives and business men. The salons opened at four o'clock

in the morning and the boys of the town developed a great deal

of rivalry over selling water to the saloon men at five cents

per bucket. The buckets were all of uniform size and were made

of cedar. Close ties of friendship developed between some of

1%leburne Times Review, August 4, 1949.
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the boys and some of the saloon owners. Strangely enough, in

some instances, the boys were warned against the evils of

strong drink by the saloon keepers.

Cleburne was settled by adventurers who were
brave, hardy and 2hnured to dangers. They were above
the average pioneer in intellectual culture and in-
formation. They were quiet and gentefl in appearance
and were courteous to all strangers.

The following extract was taken from a letter written

by Reverend R.D. Francis of Cleburne which appeared in the

West Star, a newspaper published at Coldwater, Kansas,

and was reprinted in the Johnson Cuna Review, May 15, 1891.

In trying to say something about this beautiful
city of Cleburne words fail me. I cannot find words
suggestive enough to express the beauty and repose of
this little city of five thousand souls* For sociability,
amiability, and all the other good qualities that are
found in the make-np of jese good people, this lit-
tle city is unsurpassed.

In the story of early-day Cleburne the names of several

men were outstanding as leaders. One of them was Colonel B.J.

Chambers. He took permanent residence in Johnson County in

December, 1855, having acquired title to considerable land

in this county. He at one time owned over four thousand acres

of land in and around Cleburne, He sold most of it and used

the money for public improvements in the town. He gave forty

acres of land to the city and aided in surveying and planning

the town, He laid off the town into lots, and from then on,

1 Byrd, _92. oc ., p. 27.

J20n0 Johnunny Review, May 15, 1891.
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he worked for its improvement and the many enterprises con-

tributing to its welfare.

Fifty citizens of Cleburne, in 1869, signed. a petition

to open a road from the end of South Main Street to inter-

sect the Hillsboro road about a mile and a half south of town.

The road, if opened, would have passed through the middle of

Colonel Chamber' lots. He did not allow the road to be opened,

but he pledged himself to do five times as much as any of the

petition signers for the prosperity of Cleburne. The property

owners on South Main Street had purchased with the under-

standing that the road would be opened, and they became angry

when nothing was done about opening the road. Happily, a com-

promise was reached between Colonel Chambers and the property

owners in which the road was made to turn at right angles

when it reached his property. The citizens were overjoyed to

learn that Colonel Chambers would not move from their midst .

Early in 1874 the people discovered that the city ceme-

tery was located on private property, and Colonel Chambers

said he would donate enough land in East Cleburne if the people

wanted to move their cemetery. They agreed to do so, and lots

were sold and the money was used solely to beautify and keep

up the grounds.

In a scathing denunciation of State School Superintendent,

De Gress, in 1872, that would put modern oratorical lawyers

to shame, this average citizen of Cleburne, in an appeal to

the Board of School Directors, asked them not to try to collect

i
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the school tax levied by the state school authorities. His

appeal resulted in the sheriff's order suspending the col-

lection of such tax.

Colonel Chambers was noted for his positiveness and was

never known to be on neutral ground. He expected no display,

no parades, and no rewards for the many things he did for

Cleburne and its people. He wanted only the good will and

esteem of his fellow citizens. 2 1

Colonel B.J. Chambers was an old-school democrat until

about 1878 when he became affiliated with the Greenback Party.

About 1880 he was honored with the nomination for vice-pres-

ident of the United States by that party. He died on Monday,

September 15, 1895, He was an honored and well-loved citizen.

All the business houses closed in respect for "The Father of

Cleburne. .22

Another outstanding citizen of early day Cleburne was

Colonel W.F. Henderson, a business partner of B.J. Chambers.

He donated half of the town lots to Johnson County and the

other half to the Alvarado Baptist Association for college

purposes. His well-timed and liberal donations gave Cleburne

an early start. He wrote the first record of events in Na-

varro County in 1838.23

21Ibj d., p, 54.
2 2 ono ______

Johnson County Review, September 20, 1895.
2 3 Annie C. Love, History of Navarro County p. 29.

^...-{-,. L'.y,- ' ,_ r..,. .. ik n-..:Fws s .. ..- _. 1: .....- r .< ... ,:'ar ., 
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Major E.M. Heath was an active and adventurous type of

person who was born in Indiana in October, 1830. After an

early marriage in Iowa, his love for adventure carried him

to Dallas, Texas, where he stayed until September, 1852, when

he moved to the territory which later became Johnson County.

He was elected assessor and collector of taxes of Johnson

County. and held office until the beginning of the Civil War.

He volunteered and served the South with distinction during

the war and returned to his family in Cleburne after the war

was over. He was elected sheriff in 1866 and held office until

the period of "iron clad oaths" forced him to retire from the

office and enter the real estate business. He prospered in

this business and became one of the most charitable men in

Cleburne.

Major Heath invented a machine for manufacturing corn

stalks into fuel. The stalks were pressed and tied with wire,

and were then cut into suitable lengths. Some of the fuel was

used in a heating stove and burned for several hours. Enough

fuel could be made in this way to last several days . 2 4

Colonel John Schaffer, another early leader in Cleburne,

settled in Johnson County in 1866 near present day Cleburne.

In 1867 he and his old friend, Joe Clark, erected the first

saw mill and the first grist mill. Colonel Schaffer prided

himself on being one of the Godfathers of Cleburne .2 5

24Ibid., November 11, 1898. 2 5 Byrd, op# cit., p. 49.

LAW
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The Honorable James S. Hogg once served as a journeyman

printer in Cleburne and M.M. Crane of Cleburne served as At-

torney General of Texas in 1898. James S. Hogg was left an

orphan at the age of twelve. All the family property was des-

troyed by the Civil War. He was left to shift for himself,

but he was a willing worker who would work at anything in the

way of honest employment. At the age of seventeen he went to

work as typesetter in a Tyler, Texas, printing office in 1868.

During the next three years he served part of the time as a

journeyman printer on The Cleburne Chronicle. He retired as

newspaper owner of The Quitman News.

6C.W. Raines, peag1es and State Papers of James
Stephen ogg, p. 6.
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CHAPTER II

SOCIAL LIFE

The people in early-day Cleburne were famous for their

love of music. They enjoyed, especially, music of brass and

string bands. On September 12, 1872, the people met and or-

ganized their first brass bandA1 By September 28, 1872, all

necessary money had been subscribed and the citizens looked

forward to its first appearance in public. The Cleburne String

Band was organized before July 27, 1872, It was customary for

these bands to serenade the people of Cleburne when the mood

hit the musicians. The mood hit them sometimes in the early

hours of the morning while it was still dark. During Christmas

week of 1873, the two bands joined forces with the Philharmonic

Society and rendered elaborate concerts.2 "The Brass Band,

drawn by six grey horses hitched to the band wagon, played

through the principal streets and at the county fair grounds

until nine each day.??3

The members of the brass band loved to give frequent

serenades around town at night. Music lovers as well as non-

music lovers received the full benefits of such serenades

whether appreciated or not.

1Cleburne Chronicle, September 14, 1872.

2Ibid., December 30, 1873. 3bid., October 16, 1873.
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There was a Singer Sewing Machine salesman quartered at

the Cleburne House, temporarily. His ear, it was said, was

tuned only to the hum of a Singer Sewing Machine. He complained

of too frequent serenades so much that the brass band decided

to give a concert in front of his hotel door. This was accom-

plished to the great satisfaction of the musicians, but the

irate salesman, in a rather hurried manner, was forced to seek

quarters at another hotel. He was considerably chagrined to

find that the band had located his new place of abode and in-

tended continuing the unfinished concert in his honor. His

assistant got rid of the musicians by giving each a brand-new

pair of scissors. 4

During the summer months of 1873, Cleburne residents en-

joyed many all day picnics on Nolan's River. The affairs

lasted all day and were attended by great numbers of people.

Fish was the principal food served. The people were -.

lined to donate more liberally toward buying uniforms for

the Cleburne Brass Band when their stomachs were well filled

with fish from Nolan's River.

The brass band enlivened the town by riding through the

streets on a band wagon drawn by its beautiful grey horses .

This band served to make the people "forget their cares,lighten

their burdens, and nerve them to theiz duties of life." 5

4Ibid.,June 14, 1873.

1_~.,February 28, 1874.
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The Band of Hope, a temperance organization, made its
appearance in Cleburne about July, 1869. It was a state-wide

organization. Until 1871 the band had not received the sup-

port from the people of Oleburne that it should have received.

From the very beginning the organization did not receive as

much co-operation from the men as it did from the women.

The following paragraph was an appeal made by a Cleburne

Band of Hope member to all people of Cleburne. This appeal

was published in The Cleburne chronicle, November 4, 1871,

and explained the main objectives of the Band of Hope organ-

ization.

If the parents of those little boys we see in thestreets every day, learning to drink whisky, and smokeand swear, would give us the benefit of what influencethey have over their children, perhaps we could be ofsome service to them by keeping the children fromlearning those bad habits.'

The Band of Hope took an interest in all community social

activities. It worked principally through and for the differ-

ent church organizations. It promoted religious activities,

charged admission fees, and used the money in repairing or
constructing church buildings. The organization was composed
mostly of women in 1872. The women began wearing long, black

dresses in public as a symbol of the death of their band; be-

cause the men in Cleburne would not support the organization.
The men vigorously denied that it was their lack of support

6ibid., November 4, 1871.
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that caused the failure of the organization at Cleburne. In

spite of the noble efforts of the wives and mothers of Cle-

burne, the band ceased to function after early 1872.

"It is absurd for parents to preach sobriety to their

children, and yet indulge in all kinds of excesses themselves.

We are getting weary--the bravest heart would shrink. This is

our last epistle."7  The Band of Hope and its work came to an

end in Cleburne with the publishing in The Cleburne Chronicle,

February 10, 1872, of the last appeal of a band member.

The city of Cleburne had always been known as a health-

ful city. There had been no great epidemics of any consequence

as late as 1900. There were not many doctors in Oleburne dur-

ing the early days; what few there were carried their medicines

in saddlebags. Their medicines consisted chiefly of castor

oil, turpentine, and pills. These were considered as being

very reliable. There were numerous patent medicines which were

supposed to possess many healing qualities.

On August 22, 1874, there appeared to be the first serious

drought that would materially affect Cleburne's water supply

and the health of the people. At the time, Cleburne had three

water drays and their wheels were kept busy all day long haul-

ing water. Most of the water had to be hauled from Nolan's

River because the beds of both East and West Buffalo Creeks

were dry. Such conditions caused the residents of Cleburne

7Ibid.,February 10, 1872.
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to become a little careless in obtaining water for house-

hold use.

The first really destructive fire occurred in Cleburne
May 9, 1881, when four business houses burned at a loss of
five thousand dollars, Again in January, 1886, three other

business houses burned at a loss of twenty-one thousand dol-
lars, which was partly covered by insurance. The Cleburne Fire
Department was organized prior to 1892. This volunteer fire

department was rated as a very efficient one. The firemen at

that time had a hook and ladder truck, a hose carriage, and

a chemical fire engine which had a double tank that cost

eighteen hundred dollars.8

During the latter part of 1893, in the last week of August,

such a great fire occurred that the Cleburne Fire Department

had to have the Fort Worth Fire Department help bring it under
control. That week and the following few weeks saw an un-
usually large number of fires break out. There was undoubtedly

a "fire bug" at work. He was never apprehended, but he evi-
dently became tired of his sport and ceased his operations

early in 1894.

Cleburne was started well on the road to becoming a health
resort. P. McDaniel bored a well one and one-half miles north

and east of the city. This well developed a strong stream of
sulphur water which was pronounced as being of as good quality

8
Johnson County Rev , November 10, 1893.
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as the Glen Rose water. Dave Gathings and J.H. Logan purchased

forty-two acres of land on which the well was located and they

contemplated digging other wells and building a dance pavil-

lion, an artificial lake, and other improvements in order to

make it a summer resort. There was considerable talk of build-

ing a street railway to the resort, but nothing was done about it,9

During the year 1890 there were several smallpox scares.

The first was a negro barber who was placed at once in the

"pest house." This house was a tent placed on the outskirts

of the city. A quarantine was enforced and other suspects were

placed there from time to time. Due to the inaccuracy of the

diagnosis of the malady, many persons who had not contracted

the disease were placed in the tent.

Tge following prescription taken from The Dallas News

and written by T.B. Baldwin illustrated people's ideas con-

cerning the cause of smallpox: "A sure cure for smallpox; one

ounce cream tartar dissolved in a pint of hot water, drunk at

intervals when cold. This will prevent the disease when taken

in time. A few drops of lemon juice added makes a very pal-

atable bever age ."t10

The pest house, or detention camp, on the outskirts of

town was established in February, 1899, and abolished May 10,

1899, a period of over ninety days. During that period there

were twenty-five cases of smallpox, twenty-three of which were

9_I bld., June 16, 1899. 1 0 bid., February 17, 1899.
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treated by the county. During the same period fully seventy-

five suspects were held in detention camp for as long as

forty-two days.11 In 1900 West Buffalo Creek came to be nick-

named "typhoid creek" because of such unhealthful conditions

that resulted from the creek serving as a cesspool.

Amusements and entertainments in early-day Cleburne took

various forms . The early saloons played an important part in

the social life.

Commenting on saloons of that day, the afore mentioned

T.U. Taylor had this to say:

During the winter of 1871 1 peddled apples around
the streets of Cleburne on a commission basis. I carried
them in a bucket or basket. The best customers I had
were the saloon-keepers because they were liberal
spenders . During my two summers in Cleburne, from 1870-
1872, no minister of the gospel ever asked me to Sun-
day School. The best friends I had were the saloon-
keepers; not one of them ever asked me to have a drink.
They bought my apples, paid promptly and liberally, and
during those two years, no church member ever warned me
against the evils of strong drink and its effects. The
only person ever to warn me against the evils of strong
drink were the saloon-keepers . 1 2

The people in Cleburne were unusually interested in any

event that was likely to furnish a little excitement. After

the adjournment of the Civil Court at Jacksboro in July, 1871,

the judge, Charles Soward, appealed to Governor Davis to com-

mute the death sentences of the infamous Indian Chiefs, Sa-

tanta and Big Tree, to life imprisonment in the penitentiary

11
Ibia., June 2, 1899.

12Cleburne Times Review, August 4, 1929.
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at Huntsville.13 This appeal plus pressure from Washington

caused the Indians to be sent to Huntsville. There were rumors

afloat in Cleburne that the chiefs would spend the night in

the local Jail while on their way from Jacksboro to Huntsville.

For three successive Saturdays they were doomed to disappoint-

ment in not getting a glimpse of the Indians. When, finally,

the United States soldiers, guarding the Indians, did arrive

in Cleburne, the soldiers would not let any person raise the

tarpaulin that covered the wagon. Some of the citizens con-

cluded that they had been duped by the "chief "t sell of the

season.

During the first week in June, 1872, the town had been

unusually quiet; no fights nor drunken rows had been heard

for some time. Two saloons had been compelled to close their

doors for want of customers. This was proof that either a re-

form movement was in progress at that time, or it was proof

that times were too hard which prevented people from patroniz-

ing the saloons .14

In 1879 Henry Earl's Saloon was famous for a social glass,

a game of billiards, or a good cigar. Henry Earl was not a

rough character even though he ran a saloon. He was a sensible,

decent man who served as a city alderman and a city father.

l3H.H. McConnell, Five Years a Cavalryman, p. 287.

14Cburne Chronicle, June 7, 1872.
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Another form of entertainment of the citizens in 1872

was listening to and taking part in public debates. Early in

1872 The Cleburne Debating Society was organized. On April 2,

1872, a regular meeting of the society was held. The question

debated at this time was; Hesolved: That Females Should be

Admitted to All Civil and Political h with Males.15 These

meetings were held in the county courthouse and were enjoyed

immensely by the people, who attended in full force. They were

very valuable in that they brought the citizens together and

made them realize that they had a good many things in common.

The meetings developed a community spirit and a community un-

derstanding and promoted a feeling of unity as nothing else

could have done at the time .

An editorial in the Cleburne Chronicle read: "Our Village

Debating Society is in full blast, and questions that have en-

grossed the intellectual functions of sages ever since the

flood are being decided at the rate of two a week." 1 6

During Christmas week of 1874, the people of Cleburne ob-

served the week with a series of entertainments. These enter-

tainments gave perfect satisfaction to both young and old. The

ladies of Cleburne enjoyed a great reputation of being very

enterprising in planning entertainments in good taste.

July 4 was celebrated more widely in early days in Cle-

burne than it was in later times. This holiday seemed to mean

15Ib~id .,May 3, 1872. 1 6 Ibid., February 8, 1873.
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a great deal more to both old and young in 1891 than it

does to any of us today.

On the one hundred fifteenth birthday of Our Country,

people from far and wide came to Cleburne to enjoy a day's

festivities in the form of picnics, barbecues, patriotic

speeches, and dances. On this day, July 4, 1891, between

five thousand and eight thousand people consumed sixty-seven

head of livestock that had been cooked over a ditch three

hundred feet long and three feet wide. Two tables were erected,

each three hundred feet long, and on them were placed three

thousand loaves of bread, two large barrels of pieples, plus

all the baskets of food brought by the many families. There

was a noticeable absence of drunkenness, and only one or two

minor disturbances were all that occurred that day.17

Horse racing was perhaps the most popular sport in Cle-

burne in 1991. Three days during the latter part of August

of that year were given over to this sport in which one hundred

twenty-five horses took part. The purses were very liberal.

The racing season always brought with it a noticeable in-

crease in gambling. Gamblers, who sought to ply their trade

in Cleburne during this racing season in 1891, soon found

that it was a pretty hazardous undertaking. Many undesirables,

who had no visible means of support, found themselves incar-

cevated behind the walls of the local calaboose. As soon as

1 7Johnson County Review, July 10, 1891.
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the racing season ended, they were released and urged to

move on.

The Johnson c Review carried the following edi-

torial. "It is a settled fact that a runaway team or a dog

fight can collect more people on the square in the shortest

time of anything known. Either will empty every office in

the courthouse in record time."l8

Weddings and dances were also very popular in Cleburne

during early times. All a person had to do to be made welcome

at either was to attend. Some of the wedding celebrations

lasted as long as a week at a time. The bride and groom were

subjected to such humiliating experiences sometimes by their

well-wishers that it was a wonder either of them lived to en-

joy their marital bliss. Feasting and dancing took place be-

fore and after the wedding. At one of the dances, a city alder-

man, in order to enjoy the dance to the fullest, pulled off

his boots and coat just as he had years before he ever dreamed

of becoming a city alderman. 1 9

Baseball as a sport became very popular in Cleburne by

1893. At that time teams from Cleburne, both white and colored,

played teams from Joshua and Hillsboro. In 1899 the Cleburne

boys baseball team defeated a team of Fort Worth boys, which

made people of Cleburne swell with pride.,

18Ihd., February 16, 1894. 19Id., April 24, 1891.
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All kinds of races were popular in Cleburne in 1895.

In August of that year H.W. Kiplinger of Cleburne and a

colored man from Waco were matched in a foot race at the

fair grounds.. To the consternation of local betters, who

had been unwise enough to give odds on Kiplinger, the colored

man won rather handily. Many local dollars found new lodgings

in the pockets of Waco promoters who had had foresight enough

to time the negro.20

The issues of the Johnson County Review in June, 1893,

announced that on June 23 and 24 there would be held at the

fair grounds races between horses, and races between bicyclists.

At these bicycle races could be found riders of nation-wide

reputation. Frank Shaw, of Joliet, Illinois, was a leading

participant in 1896. The local bankers also trained inten-

sively for the bicycle races, open only to bankers.

Deer races with foxhounds were greatly enjoyed by some

of Cleburne's citizens. On Wednesday, December 15, 1899, three

deer were turned loose about two miles southeast of Cleburne,

and all the people with foxhounds were invited to put them in

the chase. The deer were expected to run in the direction of

Keene, which is east of town. The deer had been raised in that

vicinity. All people who had dogs, that were not foxhounds,

were asked to keep their dogs chained that day so the .dogs

would not interfere with the chase.2 1

20Ibid.,August 16, 1895. 21Ibid., December 22, 1899.
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From 1896 through 1899 rabbit races were popular. All of

the business houses closed July 4, 1896, and between two thou-

sand and three thousand people attended the hound and rabbit

races held at the fair gronnds .For the first time, S.. Moss,

Cleburne's foremost promoter, tried out his "electric" rab-

bit. This rabbit was very life like, one that could be speeded

up or its speed retarded by means of an electric switch. The

rabbit was wired so that it would make complete circles around

the track. The experiment proved a huge success. People came

from Fort Worth, Morgan, Metidian, and many other cities. 2 2

On April 21, 1899, Colonel S.E. Moss held his rabbit races

that attracted visitors from all over the state. One of the

main attractions of these races was one between the colonel's

two swiftest rabbits, the "Blue Whistlers," and two coyote

wolves. This was a race of two miles, or twice around the track.

The wolves were kept in captivity without food so long that

they did not hesitate to chase the rabbits as they were re-

leased in front of them.

In 1894 announcements were circulated that there would

be fights at the opera house. One would be between a bulldog

and a wolf and one would be between a bulldog and a catamount,

or wildcat.

During the year 1898 the Cleburne people had drawn plans

for building a sixteen thousand dollar opera house to be erected

22
bid., July 10, 1896.
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on the corner of Robertson and Henderson Streets. The plans

called for a three-story building with three store rooms on

the ground floor. The building would have a capacity for six-

teen hundred thirty-two people. It was to be modern, with a

ticket office, a lobby, dressing rooms, toilets, and all the

accessories pertaining to a first-class theater.

April, 1898, marked the date that the people of Cleburne

organized their own company of volunteer: soldiers to fight

in the Spanish American War. The company was called the "Cle-

burne Rifles." Upon the departure of this company for Austin,

a mass-meeting was held at the courthouse. This meeting was

attended by a tremendous crowd, fired with the desire to aid

the oppressed Cubans in any way it could. A high-light occurred

when John Davis, aged sixty-eight, tried to volunteer as one

of the Rifles. At this meeting the crowd listened very atten-

tively to many patriotic speeches by Cleburne's own citizens.23

Colonel S.E. Moss entertained the Cleburne Rifles in his

home just before their departure for Austin. A purse of two

hundred dollars was donated to the company by the people of

Cleburne. On May 4, 1898, the Rifles entrained for the mobil-

ization. Upon the arrival at Camp Mabry, they were greatly

put out over having to stand such rigid physical examination,

which was eliminating about twenty-five per cent of them. They

argued that, since they had volunteered as a whole body, they

23
Ibid.., April 29, 1898.
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should be accepted as such. The Rifles were headed by Captain

G.M. Duncan, First Lieutenant E.A. Cook, and Second Lieutenant

J.C. Bridges.

The young ladies of Cleburne organized a group of hospital

nurses and offered its services in April,1898, but the volun-

teers were never called upon by the United States Army.

Another company of volunteers had been organized in Cle-

burne by C.C. Marshall, W.B. Crawford, and Tully Durham in

early June, 1898. All of the men were from Cleburne except

ten from Stephenville and three from Venus.

Again, on Tuesday, May 9, 1898, Colonel S .E. Moss issued

a second call for volunteers and by three o'clock that after-

noon, thirty-one young men had volunteered.24 Ten of these

were rejected because of physical unfitness and two were re-

jected because their parents objected to their joining on ac-

count of their ages. Later fourteen more were secured which

made thirty-three in this call who were sent to Austin.

In a letter to the Johnson County e w, Captain G.M.

Duncan of the Cleburne Rifles had this to say about his com-

pany:

We passed examinations yesterday and lost only two
men out of eighty-seven, which broke the record on that
score. We enjoy the reputation of being one of the best
companies in the Fighting Third. We have had only two
to show the "white feather." The large box of eats was
enjoyed by all. We do not know where we are going, but
it is rumored that we are leaving for Manila. The Cle-
burne Rifles enjoy the distinction of being the only

24
Ibid., May 13, 1898.
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company to pass examination, fill up, and be mustered
out all in the same day. 2 5

In another letter to the same paper, Captain Duncan

stated the Rifles had been moved from Camp Mabry to Fort

Clark. He said that they marched ten miles through slush and

mud with from fifty to sixty-five pounds on their backs. They

were cheered wildly by the people of Brackettville which is

located near Fort Clark.

Sometime during the early part of July, 1898, Company L,

Cleburne Rifles, was ordered to Fort Barrancas, near Pensacola,

Florida, Soon after arriving at Fort Barrancas the men of Com-

pany L forgot their troubles. They enjoyed the bathing and

fishing opportunities offered them at this place. Some of them

felt that they were having a wonderful vacation. They were sure

that they would get to see action in Cuba at once, but as weeks

passed, they became very discontented with having to remain in

Florida. By this time the men of Company L had become consider-

ably scattered.

While the remaining members of Company L were stationed

at Fort Barranoas, the citizens in Cleburne assembled in a

mass-meeting at the courthouse on July 4, 1898, and adopted

some resolutions. In these resolutions they pledged their al-

legiance to the government of the United States. They pledged

themselves to do all in their power to aid the cause of the

25Ibid.
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oppressed Cubans and demonstrate to the world that they were

ready to respond to the call of humanity. 2 6

In Cleburne the citizens who did not go to war had their

own board of strategy in connection with the movements of

American troops during the Cuban Campaign. This board was

satisfied that the disposition and movement of the American

Army and Navy about Santiago were not just as they should have

been, but the board of strategy was unable to agree upon what

should have been done.

As a result of their disappointment at not being sent to

Cuba, the members of Company L, Third Texas Volunteers, at

Fort Barrancas joined in a petition to be mustered out of ser-

vice. The company left Fort Barrancas for Fort Clark, Texas,

September 8, 1898. Instead of being mustered out of service

at Fort Clark, Captain Duncan and his company were sent to

Fort Ringgold near the Rio Grande River, in Starr County, to

guard the frontier.

On February 19, 1899, Company L of the Third Texas Infantry,

discharged at Fort Ringgold, arrived home. They were happy but

they did not receive the welcome and the honor they did when

they left for Austin in 1898. They brought with them a thirteen-

year-old boy as their mascot. He fell in love with them while

they were at Fort Barrancas. He stayed with them two weeks,

after which time he returned to his father, an ordinance of-

ficer at Fort Barrancas, Florida.

26bid., July 8, 1898.0 2kbid.,September 15, 1898.
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Even though Company L did not get to see action in Cuba,

Cleburne did have its own Spanish American War hero. He was

Lieutenant Newt H. Hall in command of Company B. He was the

first one ashore at Guanianamo, which led to our liberation

of Cuba. His company gallantly charged up the slope without

hesitating a single moment. The supposition was that Captain

Hall, son of Judge Hall of Cleburne, was killed by the Chinese,

later, at Pekin. He was sent to Pekin in charge of a force of

United States Marines and was never heard from, directly, again.2 8

28 " d.,rJuly 20, 1900.
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CHAPTER III

CITY GOVERNMENT

The act to incorporate the town of Cleburne was approved

by the Texas Legislature on May 3, 1871.1 The limits were to

extend one-half mile in each direction from the public square.

The town was organized with John Cunningham as Mayor,

but his name did not occur in the record that was preserved.

The first entry in the record was dated 1874. This record

gave a description of the meeting of the mayor and aldermen-

elect for the town of Cleburne. Each new officer was qualified

by P.B. Lynch, ex-mayor of the town .2 The new mayor was M.M.

Clack. The new aldermen were T. Fowler, J.A. Willingham,

Thomas Lawrence and L.F. Legg. J.P. Aikin was the new city

mar shall

The following people served as mayor from the beginning

through the year 1900: John Cunningham, 1871-1872; P.13. Lynch,

1872-1874; M.M. Clack, 1874-1875; B.D. Simpson, 1875-1876;

J.M. O'Dell, 1876-1877; W.N. Hodge, 1878-1884; J. M. O Dell,

1884-1886; J.L. Gillum, 1886-1888; J.H. Vosburg, 1888-1889;

B.F. Fr mier, 1889-1892; J.H. Boyd, 1892-1894; J.D. Osborn,

1894-1896; J.R. Keating, 1896-1898; and T .H. Conway, 1898-1900.

1 H.P.N. Gammel, The Laws of Texas, p. 267.

2A Memorial History of Johnson and Hill Counties, p. 170.
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The mayor-council type of municipal government was the

only one that existed in Cleburne before 1900. During those

days the city officials had very difficult situations to face.

The people who founded and settled Cleburne had very definite

ideas of what the city government should do and what it should

not do. The original settlers had been used to living on the

frontier most of their lives and it was difficult for them to/

accept rules and regulations made by people other than them-

selves. They felt that they would survive without a city gov-

ernment. They realized the necessity of city government and

its ordinances until those ordinances conflicted too much with

their own ideas of democracy based upon individualism.

There were large numbers of the first ordinances passed

by the city council during the first few years that caused a

great deal of conflict; in fact, every one of the early ordi-

nances was resented by a majority of the citizens. This atti-

tude of the people gradually changed as the years passed.

One early ordinance and its enforcement caused the city

government no end of grief. This ordinance prohibited people

leaving their teams on the streets unhitched. Violations of

the ordinance occurred frequently.

Another ordinance required an advalorem tax of one eighth

of one per cent on all real and personal property within the

corporate limits of Cleburne, and a poll tax of fifty cents

on each male citizen above twenty-one years of age was to be

i
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assessed and collected after January 10, 1872. This last

ordinance encountered a great deal of opposition; particu-

larly, the fifty cent poll tax.

On another occasion in 1872, the city council passed an

ordinance that required owners of hogs to keep the hogs in

pens, if they intended to keep them inside the city limits.

The city officials would not enforce the ordinance, and they

would not repeal it. People in early-day Cleburne believed

firmly that the city should not have an ordinance that could

not be enforced. This one ordinance, perhaps more than any

other, caused the disestablishment of city government in Cle-

burne in 1874. After nine tenths of the citizens voted to

repeal the hog ordinance in April, 1872, the council repealed

it. 3 Unfortunately, this did not settle the question; because

the hogs continued to ravage at will, which caused trouble

between hog owners and non-hog owners. In one instance, a

small child was attacked by a hog on the public square and

the child was seriously injured,4

An ordinance that almost caused outright rebellion against

the city officials was the one that prohibited any person from

riding or driving any animal around any street corner lying

on the public square at a gait faster than a trot. Upon being

convicted of violating this ordinance, a person was fined not

3Cleburne Chronicle, April 6, 1872.

Ibid.,May 30, 1874.
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less than one dollar nor more than twenty-five dollars for

each offense. 5

The following editorial by J.W. Graves in 1872 illustrated

the viewpoints of the people toward their city government:

We think his Honor, the mayor, should call together
the elected aldermen of the town of Cleburne and make
some rules and regulations for the government of same.
It is important that we know what we have to do, and
what is to be the form of government; and whether hogs
are to roam at will or be imprisoned. We suggest, also,
that a small tax be levied to fill some mudholes in our
public streets. 6

Taxation was always a source of trouble for the city of-

ficials. The city officials were assessing property for col-

lecting corporation taxes as early as 1872.7 An occupation

tax had been paid by Cleburne citizens since June 30, 1871.

The sheriff requested all who had paid such tax to come to

his office and get a refund on all or part of the tax they

had paid.

At a meeting of taxpayers, held at the courthouse in

March, 1872, the people of Cleburne and Johnson County decided

that the state school tax of one eighth of one per cent was

illegal because of its unconstitutionality. The law gave the

sheriff in each county authority to collect the tax. At that

time there was in the mind of every taxpayer in Texas a ques-

tion as to the wise use of state school funds by high state

school officials in Austin.

5Revised Civil and Criminal Ordinances, Cit of Cleburne,
ArticleWTS

6Cleburne Chronicle, Dec. 14, 1872. 7Ibid., March 23,1872.
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Taxes, taxes, taxes, pay your corporation taxes,
citizens of Cleburne. Your city marshal has been calling
on you for the last three days to pay your city taxes--
and you have not danced up to the tune--not much. What
do you mean when you know that the true test of loyalty
is to pay taxes. Under the pains and penalties of b ing
declared disloyal, I command you to pay your taxes.

Throughout most of the year 1872 the local newspaper

editor made numerous appeals such as the one above to the

people of the town.

So many dogs were attacked by rabies early in 1872 that

a local wit attributed the disease to the fact that the dogs

learned that they were going to be taxed by city authorities.

The taxes were heavy at this time because of so much corruption

in the state government at Austin. The people of Cleburne had

come to despise the word tax; even though their own city

needed money.

Major E.M. Heath was one of the early tax assessors and

collectors of Johnson County. He was on his way to Austin with

the money he had collected, when he was robbed at the village

of Parker a few miles south of Cleburne. As a result, the town

and county were put in desperate financial straits.

In 1874, W.H. Graves, the editor of the Cleburne Chronicle,
suggested that the city council pass an ordinance requiring

every property owner to clean up his own place and remove the

decaying carcasses himself; and if he did not do so, fine him.
The city council and the citizens were at cross purposes over

Ibid., April 6, 1872.
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whether to levy a tax in order to pay some individual to keep

the streets clean. The editor also suggested that the mayor

and aldermen select a day on which the citizens could meet

and decide whether to tax themselves for the purpose of getting

the streets cleaned, or spend the summer in shame for allow-

ing such conditions to exist near their homes. This editorial

obtained results because many property owners immediately

began cleaning their premises. One could guess the cause for

so much civic pride in such short time. The cause could have

been the fear of additional taxes, or it could have been the

shame and .disgrace mentioned by the editor, perhaps both.

An item appeared in the local paper in 1873, berating

the city fathers for not levying a tax for the specific pur-

pose of removing some of the stumps in the streets and fill-

ing some of the mudholes. 9 The city councilmen must have

been very patriotic to keep going under the many demands of

their electorate since they received no pay for their services.

One city father in 1873 bemoaned the fact that his only re-

muneration came in the form of uncomplimentary remarks from

people he had once considered his friends.

During the first four years of Cleburne 's history, dis-

turbing the peace in various ways was the most troublesome

matter for the city authorities. The younger and more active

men had a great deal of fun out of gathering in groups of

9 Ibid., February 22, 1873.
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five to ten in late hours of the night or early hours of the

morning, and riding their horses at top speed through the

streets, firing their pistols at signs of business men, then

into the air after they left the city limits. These occurrences

were all too common.

The editor of the local paper felt it his duty to repri-

mand the city fathers for their negligence of duty in not

bringing the culprits to swift Justine. Instead of bringing

the pistol firers to trial, the city officials allowed this

pastime to continue even after 1900. Drunks, using obscene

language, in 1872, were allowed to roam the streets at will.

The editor suggested at this time that, if the corporation

laws were not going to be enforced, the corporation should be

abolished.

After the city fathers had the corporate limits of Cle-
burne surveyed in January, 1872, every male who registered in-

side those limits was a qualified voter. Frequent mass-meetings

and barbecues were held, and even the women were invited to

attend some of the more important ones.

Early in 1873 the city officials had received words of
encouragement from some of the leading citizens, and the of-

ficials had agreed to go back to work regularly. Editorials

in the local paper urged people in Cleburne to read the laws
of the city and abide by them; since they were to be governed

by the ordinances.

- - -
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In spite of the aim of the city fathers to work dili-

gently for the benefit of all Cleburne citizens, the old hog,

dog, and pistol shooting ordinances soon began to disturb

their peaceful slumber. They were constantly hounded by their

constituents to stop such practices as shooting signs, sing-

ing ribald songs, and using obscene language on the streets

of Cleburne. The city officials were very disturbed, but they

hesitated to interfere in the pastime and amusements that had

been practiced since Cleburne was established. The officials

feared that if they did not do something, the more peace-loving

citizens would move on westward. 1 0

Another troublesome question that came before the council

in 1874 was that of whether to pay J.R . Clarke the sum he

claimed for surveying the city limits in 1872. The council

decided to reject the claims in a meeting held in December,

1874, even though J.R. Clarke was present and defended his

claims in an eloquent manner. The council thought the sum

claimed was too large for the service rendered, and action on

the matter was pasiponed indefinitely. The real cause for the

trouble was that the city officials in 1872 had not givem

J.R. Clarke a written contract which had specified the sum of

money to be paid for the survey. J.R. Clarke had a verbal

agreement with the city council, but he could not get all the

b0 Id., March 29, 1873.
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previous councilmen to admit that the sum he asked was the

sum agreed upon.

On November 16, 1874, the Board of Aldermen of the city

of Cleburne met and appointed a committee composed of S.N.

Clarke, T. Fowler, and L.F. Legg to draft a code of b'-laws

and wmdinances for the government of the city.11 In 1871, when

the state legislature incorporated the city of Cleburne, the

act provided for a charter that organized the administrative

department of the city government. As the town grew, the need

for enlargements of the original charter became apparent in

1874. The city officials had been groping around in the dark;

tey had no legal standing from the people, other than that

they had been elected to do something in the way of governing

the city, and they did not have anything in writing that would

give them authority to pass certain kinds of ordinances.

Since the city administration of 1873 did nothing, the

administration candidates of 1874 were elected on a ' do noth-

ing" ticket. Most of the aldermen were elected without their

consent. When one of them, Major Sparks, was asked why he did

not do something, he replied that he would not go back on the

people who elected him. He said that he was elected on the

"do nothing;" ticket and he insisted that he was as well quali-

fied to do that as any man living. 1 2

A Memorial History oJohnson and Hill Counties, p. 170.

12Cleburne Chronicle, April 11, 1874.
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The town council insisted that it was ready to do the

will of the people; but that will had to be expressed publicly

in public meetings. At one of these meetings early in 1874,

the public will favored cleaning the streets of rubbish and

the decaying carcasses of animals. The council hesitated to

pass an ordinace, in the first place, because there was no

money in the city treasury at the time; and each member feared

he would have to pay for the service himself.

Some of the more enterprising citizens began cleaning

their own premises and the streets and alleys near their prop-

erty before the a .ouncil passed an ordinance requiring them

to do so. This method relieved the pressure only temporarily

on the council; because the more industrious neighbors were

cleaning their own premises, but they were dumping the refuse

on their neighbor 's property. Then the cleaning troubles be-

gan to multiply for the city fathers. Back in their minds

still lingered the suspicion that a majority of the citizens

were unwilling to depart from the platform upon which they had

elected the officials. That platform was "do nothing."

A long petition, numerically signed by leading citizens

in 1874 caused the disestablishment of city government in

Cleburne. Among other things, it was alleged by the signers

of the petition that city government had outlived its use-

fullness . 1 3 Municipal government was reestablished in Cleburne

1pByrd, . stt., p. 55.
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in July, 1876, with the election of Judge J.M. Odell as mayor

and W.F. George as secretary. The agitation for revival of

city government came early in 1876 mainly to suppress "rip-

roarius " human beings. From the date of reorganization, the

city government of Cleburne progressed in its functions and

usefulness-, to the citizens.

The following editorial appeared in the local newspaper

in 1891, which proved that street cleaning had not been pro-

vided for at that time."lean up the streets and alleys. Cle-

burne is just like a maiden dressed in old rags. Give her a

scrubbing and she will don a radiant appearance and look as

neat and trim as a new pin."14

In 1900 the following officials, as provided for in the

charter of the city of Cleburne, served as elective officers;

mayor, one alderman from each ward, an assessor and collector

of taxes, an attorney, a marshal, and a board of five water

commissioners. The following were the appointive officers;

engineer, street commissioner, fire chief, superintendent of

waterworks, a treasurer, a secretary, a physician to serve as

city health officer and sanitation inspector, and other of-

ficers as might be subscribed by the charter or established

by ordinance of the city council. The elective officers held

office two years and until their successor qualified. The ap-

pointive officers, except the waterworks commissioner, were

UJohnson County Review, May 15, 1891.
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appointed by the mayor with the approval of the majority of

the aldermen. The waterworks superintendent was appointed by

the board of water commissioners. 1 5

The mayor was the chief executive officer. He had the

power to veto, but the council could pass a measure over his

veto with a three-fourth majority. All elective officers could

be removed for the following reasons: official misconduct, wil-

full violation of any city ordinance, habitual drunkenness, in-

competency, neglect of duty, or for any other such cause as

was prescribed by city ordinances. The mayor and council acted

as a court for the removal of officers, either appointed or

elected. This was different in the case of removal of appoin-

tive officials in state and national governments; because the

usual procedure was to give the one with the power to appoint,

the power to remove. The aldermen served without pay, and the

mayor's salary was limited to eighteen hundred dollars per year.

The city council had control of all city finances and all prop-

erty that belonged to the city.

Only property-owning, tax-paying voters could vote for

money expenditures, assumption of debts, or the issuance of

bonds. The voters must have had the qualifications required

for voting for state legislators. Non-taxpaying voters could

vote in city elections except those involving expenditures,

assumption of debts, and issuance of bonds.

1 Charter, yof Cleburne, Article V, Section 6, p. 6.
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The city council,during 1897, had considerable difficulty

in carrying through some of its business transactions. There

was an agreement by the council to buy the city waterworks from

the Cleburne Water, Ice and Light Company for a consideration

of fifty thousand dollars. The electorate received rumors that

the purchase was to be made, and papers were circulated which

called for an indignation meeting to be held at the courthouse.

There was a great deal of oratory against the purchase, but

only one hundred of the six hundred people present voted to

ask the city council to rescind its contract with the company.

The city council did not purchase the city waterworks at that

time .16

The only threat of serious trouble between the white

people and the colored people of Cleburne arose over the fact

that city officers arrested undesirable colored people and

carried them to the County Poor Farm. At the same time an in-

tensive drive was made by the officers against all vagrants,

white and black. The colored people felt that the officers

obeyed the demands of a white organization, the "white caps."

The expressed purpose of this organization was to drive all

colored people from the city.

The Cleburne Mornin; Review, in 1897, edited by F.G. Baillio,

vigorously opposed the white caps organization. The editor was

threatened with hanging if he did not cease his attacks upon

1 6 Johnson unt Review, February 6, 1897.
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the organization. The colored people finally decided that the

drive was aimed at undesirable whites as well as undesirable

colored. By the latter part of 1L898, all danger of race riots

had subsided inside the corporate limits of Cleburne.

State politics entered the picture in 1892. The largest

crowd in Cleburne's history assembled May 4, 1892, in the city

to greet the candidates for Govnrcof Texas, James S. Hogg

and Judge Clark. Arrangements had been made by the city of-

ficials for the opposing candidates to meet in a joint dis-

cussion. Parades and displays, the like of which Cleburne

citizens had never seen, took place. Both speakers were inter-

rupted throughout the meeting either by locomotive whistles

from the Santa Fe yards, or from collapse of temporary bleachers.

The locomotives seemed to whistle the longest and loudest while

James S. Hogg wqs speaking, but the bleachers seemed to collapse

more often while Judge Clark was speaking. 1 7 The weary officers

saw the day pass, finally, without any deaths by violence. The

famous Hogg-Clark campaign remained a favorite issue in Cle-

burne politics for many days after the election was over.

The city and county officers had many trying days in 1898

with the morbidly curious crowds that gathered to witness the

public hanging of John B. Shaw for the murder of Tom Crane.

Since Governor Charles A. Culberson had granted the condemned

1T .'.Scott, ( Mrs.) 509 West Wardville Street, Cleburne,
Texas.
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man a week's respite, the disappointed crowds, made up of all

ages, sexes, and conditions, decided that the local officers

had tricked them. Some people of the crowd voiced the senti-

ment that, "it is a dad-burned shame to treat people in such

a way." So disappointed were some that they indulged in a

good many knifings, fist fights, and other disturbances. If

they were not to have the excitement of witnessing the public

hanging, they would provide a little excitement of their own.

They finally gave up in disgust, after almost a night of revelry,

and went home. A few days later the hanging took place before

the second largest crowd in Cleburne'Is history. There was a

growing sentiment in Cleburne in 1898 against public execu-

tions .18

During 1894 there was an ordinance that was strictly en-

forced. This ordinance provided for the arrest of any woman

who appeared on the streets in male attire. 1 9 This ordinance

was about the only one that was enforced without opposition

from large numbers of citizens.

As late as 1896, the livestock issue was still a source

of dissension for the city officials. There were two questions

propounded to all prospective candidates for mayor at that

time. The questions were: Are you in favor of cows, horses and

hogs, or either of them, running loose in the streets at any

1 8 Johnson Count, Review, August 12, 1898.
1 9 Ibid., December 7, 1894.
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time? Prospective mayors did considerable hedging in trying

to evade a direct answer to the two questions.20

"Public sentiment is becoming educated to the extent

that it will soon be as dangerous to kill a man in Cleburne

as it is to steal a horse." 2 1

A law was passed which prohibited the sale of tobacco

and cigarettes to minors. The people of Cleburne hoped that

this would be a step forward in a drive to keep Cleburne clean.

An effort was made in November, 1874, to organize a hook

and ladder fire company in Cleburne, but the effort had failed,

mainly because the city government had ceased to exist until

1876. The town was still without any fire protection as late

as 1879.22 By 1893, however, a very efficient voluntary fire

department had been organized. Horses were used to pull the

fire engines in 1893, and there were many complaints from the

citizens about the horses being in use in different parts of

the city, instead of being ready to pull the fire engines in

case a fire started.

Several petitions to the city council by the citizens

asked for electric lights throughout the year 1891, but the

city council filed each one as it was presented, and promised

action later4,23

2Ibid., February 26, 1896. 21Ibid., This remark was
made by a Cleburne citizen to a Review reporter in February,
1896.

2 2 Byrd., _ i., p. 57. 2 3Johnson Co. Review, Oct. 30, '91.
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The city council contracted with the Cleburne Water,

Ice and Light Company for seven are lights of sixteen hun-

dred candle power each, and eight incandescent lights of

thirty-two candle power, to light the streets for a consider-

ation of eighteen hundred dollars per year. This company had

been given a contract or franchise earlier in 1891 to operate

in the city.

The Cleburne Water, Ice and Light Company issued circulars

during 1895 notifying water consumers that new and higher rates

would go into effect at once. This was a direct violation of

the agreement between the company and the city council., The

city council printed notices to the consumers not to pay the

new rate, and advised them to wait for new developments. 2 4

The trouble between the water company and the city at

this time was caused by the fact that the city council had

rescinded its order to purchase the waterworks from the com-

pany. The pressure put on the council by public opinion forced

it to go back on its agreement to purchase the waterworks. A

majority of the citizens felt that the price the city council

had agreed to pay was far in excess of what the water system

was actually worth. This purchase order of the waterworks was

rescinded by the city council in 1895. Another bone of con-

tention between the city officials and co-owners of the water-
works, L.W. Chase and L.A. Ellis, was over the nonpayment

24Ibid . ,July 5, 1895.
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of the city's water bills to the company, and the non-payment

of taxes by the company to the city. The controversy went so

far that L.W. Chase threatened to cut off the city's water

supply for fire protection.

L.A. Ellis purchased the interests of L.W. Chase in the

waterworks. L.A. Ellis then sued the city for rescinding its

order to purchase the waterworks at a specified sum. In 1896

the Court of Civil Appeals in San Antonio ruled in favor of

the city. 2 5

Those people who opposed the purchase of the waterworks

by the city council in 1897 sought an injunction against the

city council restraining it from purchasing the water system.

The injunction was sought in the court of Judge Hall in Cle-

burne. Judge Hall was a tax-payer and could not grant, legally,

the injunction; so the opponents of the purchase had to ap-

peal to a Tarrant County judge. The case was tried, finally,

when Special Judge Etheridge of Dallas issued his order re-

straining the city council from taking over the waterworks.

A local wit declared that Celburne was getting to be a funny

town, since the people couldn't buy water nor whiskey.26

A former city policeman said:

Most of the city ordinance violations during the
year 1894-1897 took the forms of fighting and disturb-
ing the peace. Perhaps, these disturbances in a majority
of the cases, were caused by drink. The offenders were

2bId., April 17, 1896.
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usually put in the calaboose, where they were allowed to
sober up. They were fined rather heavily and turned
loose. This method of preventing disturbances did not
work too successfully, 2 ecause we had too many regular
customers at the jail.

The question of selling intoxicating drinks in Cleburne

existed almost from the time of its incorporation in 1871.

The city council had power to designate the saloon limits of

the city as well as the power to prohibit the location of

saloons, beer gardens, tippling houses or any places where

"spiritous, vinous, or malt" liquors were sold. 2 8 With those

powers, given to them by the newly amended charter in 1874,

the city council could have prohibited any saloon from doing

business inside the city limits.

Liquors were sold in almost all stores by the drink, by

the barrel, or in any quantity desired. During 1894 there was

considerable agitation for a local option law in Cleburne.

Following a mass-meeting at the courthouse on January 11,

1895, the people of Cleburne and Johnson County voted over-

whelmingly in favor of local option on January 25, 1895. A

petition for repeal of local option within the corporate

limits of Cleburne was refused by the commissioners court

August 24, 1897.29 Many people in Cleburne were greatly dis-

appointed in a refusal of the commissioners court to repeal

the local option law.

2 7 A. Marchbanks, 314 West Heard Street, Cleburne, Texas.

28Charter, Cif if Cleburne, p. 23. (Revised 1915).

29 Cleburne Mornin Review, August 27, 1897.
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The mayor's docket showed that from February, 1894, to

February, 1895, under the license system there were one hun-

dred thirty-two arrests for drunkenness, two hundred thirty

for fighting, and forty-four for abusive language. From Feb-

ruary, 1895, to February, 1896, under local option, there

were one hundred one arrests for drunkenness, two hundred

forty for fighting, and forty-three for abusive language. 3 0

These figures do not tell much about whether drunkenness de-

creased because of local option, because there was a decrease

of only thirty-one arrests. The number of fight arrests in-

creased ten under local option, and abusive language arrests

decreased only one; consequently, one could conclude that it

did not matter whether liquors were sold under the license

system or local option. The effects of liquor sales under either

system was not conducive to building good will among the citi-

zens. "The Sunday Law was so rigidly enforced in Cleburne,

Sunday, that not a drink of soda water nor a cigar could be

bought at any time at any price~51

The Sunday Law required all business houses to remain

closed on Sunday. Some of the saloon keepers served their

most valuable customers in 1900 through the ba'k door of their

saloon. They did a thriving business until the month of Decem-

ber, 1900, when city officials made frequent raids on different

gJzson Cony Review, March 5, 1897.
31

Ibic., December 14, 1900.
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saloons and put a complete stop to the Sunday back-door

trade .32

Municipal elections in Cleburne were orderly and well

conducted in most cases . The one held in 1891, however, was

an exception. John H. Boyd was elected mayor over J.D. Fry-

mier. The campaign was bitterly fought; numerous accusations

were hurled by each candidate against the other. Even after

the election was over, the bitterness between factions ex-

isted for sometime. Frequent appeals were made through the

editorial section of the local paper throughout 1891 and 1892,

to the people of Cleburne for them to forget everything ex-

cept all pulling together to get the Central Machine Shops

of the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe Railway located in Cle-
burne.

At a meeting of the city council in the month of December,

1892, some changes were made in the salaries of city officials.

The city marshal's salary was changed to a salary of one dol-

lar per month and all the fees collected by his office. The

city attorney received a salary of thirty dollars per month

and fees only in cases where not guilty pleas were entered.

Compensation of the assessor-collector was reduced to half,

and city policemen received uniform salaries of fifty dollars

per month.3 3 These salary changes caused a great deal of dis-

content among some of the office holders.

32b1,d. 33 IPd, December 16, 1892.
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In April, 1894, J.D. Osborn was elected mayor. His ad-

ministration was followed by that of J.R. Keating who was

elected upon a platform of economy. During this administration

the charge was hurled often that the administration was dol-

ing out political favors to friends. T.H. Conway became the

opponent of tR. Keating in the election of 1897 and defeated

the incumbent. Mayor Keating contested the election on the

charge that illegal voting had taken place. Nothing came of

the charge.

After several cases of petty thievery took place in 1899,

the Cleburne citizens began agitation for a curfew law. In

one instance the courthouse was ransacked from top to bottom.

The editor of the local paper opposed the curfew law, but he

insisted that Cleburne did need more of the kind of law that

began and ended in the home.

In 1893 the tax rate in Cleburne was one dollar and

twelve cents on the one hundred dollar valuation, and the tax

rolls for the city in 1899 showed a total evaluation of over

two million dollars. The amount of tax assessed that year

was slightly over twenty-five thousand dollars. City taxpayers

then numbered nineteen hundred ninety-two, of whom fourteen

hundred eighty-two paid a poll tax.34

Even as late as 1900 the citizens were urging the city

council to elect a street commissioner. The streets were

34
jbi., September 15, 1899.
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sadly in need of repair and improvement. During that year,

around the courthouse, people had to walk ankle deep in mud

to get from the south side of the street to the courthouse.

The Kentucky Liquor House hired men to work and haul cinders

to build a walk from that side of the square to the court-

house. The citizens wondered why the city fathers had not done

that and much more . 3 5

Cit government developed in Cleburne as the necessity of

its functions increased . Although the people had little in-

terest in its beginning, they began to realize its importance

and the advantage of having their wants cared for by a group

of their own number . Except for the years 1874 through 1876,
there was a noticeable pride shown in the people's feelings

for their city management. This pride increased from year to

year and reached the point in March, 1950, where they realized

that changes in the city administration were necessary to meet

changing conditions. During that month they voted overwhelmingly

in favor of adopting a new city charter which revolutionized

the city's administration. The new charter called for a change

from the traditional mayor-council type of municipal govern-

ment to the city-manager type. Even as in early days, democratic

principles and methods were followed in accepting the change;

mass-meetings were held, careful studies were made, and peace-

ful discussions took place before the people decided upon the

course of action to take.

3 5 Ijdj., January 12, 1900.



CHAPTER IV

EARLY SCHOOLS

The earliest schools in Cleburne were private schools.

The first was the Cleburne Institute with Reverend J.R. Clarke

as principal. It was sponsored by the Alvarado Baptist Associ-

ation and was located on the west bank of West Buffalo Creek

on ground later occupied by the Central High School Building.

The first session opened in late 1868 and closed July 30, 1869.

It had enrolled two hundred students in a temporary building.

Work on the permanent, two-story brick building progressed

slowly on account of the lack of funds. By September, 1871, the

trustees had spent nearly twelve thousand dollars and would

need approximately eighteen hundred dollars to finish it com-

pletely.1l

In 1872 the school moved into the new building; even

though it was unfinished. Advertisements such as this appeared

in the local paper: "Attention is called to the advertisement

of the Cleburne Institute. Professor Clarke gives universal

satisfaction as a teacher, and we predict for him the largest

school in this section of the state ."2

J.D. Goldsmith (Mrs.), 404 Featherston Street, Cleburne,
Texas .

2 The Cleburne Chronicle, October 21, 1868.
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The first session of ten months was divided into two

terms of five months.each. The term began on the first Monday

in October, 1868. There were four classes of pupils. The first

class was charged ten dollars per pupil for each five months'

semester; the second class was charged fifteen dollars per

session per pupil; the third class was charged twenty dollars

per pupil per session of five months; and the fourth, or

highest class, was charged twenty-five dollars per pupil per

session of five months. These classes were ranked according

to the advancement or progress already made by the pupil at

the time of his enrollment. This advancement was measured by

an entrance examination at the time the pupil asked for en-

trance. The reason the more advanced classes had to pay higher

tuition is that the managers and teachers had to devote more

time and study to the more advanced pupils.

Financing a pioneer institution of this sort was no easy

task. Professor J.R. Clarke made arrangements to accept pay

in almost anything of value. Very little money was in circu-

lation in 1868, and the arrangements consisted mostly of hides,

corn, lard, bacon,and many other items.

The citizens of Cleburne pledged the Alvarado Baptist

Association that they would help support the school financially

and in other ways. They pledged themselves to get a law passed

prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors inside the city

limits, and to help get a charter for the school.
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The question of whether it was right to sponsor dances

in order to raise money for the support of the school was

debated long and earnestly by the Cleburne people. 3 They

finally decided that there was no harm in giving the dances.

They believed implicitly that the future prosperity of Cle-

burne depended upon the success of the Cleburne Institute.

Donations were asked for, not in money, but in cattle .

Cattle were about the only medium of exchange acceptable in

the Cleburne area at that time.. Doctor Kilpatrick, a surgeon

and dentist, advertised in the local paper that he would give

ten per cent of his profits from all surgical operations that

he performed in Cleburne to the school. He was a traveling

surgeon-dentist, who visited various towns in Central Texas

in 1869, and stayed in each town as long as business war-

ranted. He was a circuit-riding dentist and surgeon.

Financial difficulties became so burdensome in 1875 that

the board of trustees recommended that the school properties

be turned over to W.B. Featherston, if he would assume all

the indebtedness against the school. W.B. Featherston con-

ducted the school until his death in March, 1878. This term

of school was finished by Reverend W.J. Brown and Doctor Jim

Peak, and after that, the Cleburne Institute was no more. 4

3Ibi d .,November 28, 1868.

4 Goldsmith, . cit.

ffi Wl .. ._
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There were numbers of private schools established in

Cleburne before the city assumed control of its schools in

1883. These early private schools were supported in part by

state apportionment on a per capita basis and the balance in

the form of tuition from the pupils. Children from ages seven

to eighteen, inclusive, attended these early private schools.

The position of principal could be purchased in some of

the early private schools in the Cleburne area., Judge J.R.

McKinsey advertised the position of principal for sale in his

school at Caddo Grove for a nominal sum. 5

The Irving Select School for Young Ladies was established

by its principal, Robert Peyton Irving, in May, 1881, with the

number of pupils limited to twenty-five. Its popularity in-

creased to the extent that, by 1885, Professor Irving hired

his daughter as an extra teacher, due to the increase in en-

rollment. The school was moved from the central part of the

town to a beautiful,.quiet section on the northern outskirts.

The new building was a neat, two-story, frame structure.

The Irving Select School for Young Ladies was distinctly

what its name implied. Only young ladies from the best families

were admitted as pupils. The teachers were highly trained in

the art of instruction. The course of study included studies

of English from the fifth reader through the classical lan-

guages. Other fields of study were mental and natural phil-

osophy, physiology, astronomy, mechanics, chemistry, botany

5The Cleburne Chronicle, November 28, 1869.
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zoology, algebra, geometry, civil government, bookkeeping,

a normal department, and a department of music. 6 The young

ladies had a wide variety of choices in which to study.

There were other private schools established in Cleburne

in early days. Mrs. E.P. Ellet, as principal, established a

first-class female school in a comfortable and convenient

house in August, 1871. Boys under twelve years of age were

received, but they were taught in separate rooms.7

During 1872 there were rumors to the effect that State

School Superintendent, De Gress, and his twelve clerks at

Austin were not using state school money in a wise manner.

The public schools in Cleburne and in Johnson County were

sadly in need of funds from 1872 to 1882. People did not like

to pay school taxes, when they had reason to believe that the

money would not be used for their children. 8 The local editor

wrote:

One, J.R. Neeley, school supervisor has rendered
himself obnoxious to our citizens. Public school teachers
and others having business with him can generally find
him at some of the drinking saloons, where, we under-
stand, he spends most of his time while in town. The
aforesaid Neeley claims to be a V rginian--if so he is
a degenerate son of a noble sire.

Such conditions had demoralizing effects upon the people

of Cleburne and their enthusiasm for the proper financial

support of their schools.

A Memorial Histor of Johnson and Hill Counties, p. 149.

7 CleburneChronicle, Agst, 28, 1871.
8Ibid.., March 23, 1872. _(id., January 4, 1873.
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The establishment of a private school in Cleburne in

1868 by a religious organization preceded the establishment

of other private schools. These early schools were handicapped

greatly by the lack of financial support, caused not by the

unwillingness of the Cleburne people to pay, but by their in-

ability to do so. The rates of tuition were so high that only

a few parents could afford to keep their children in school

for any length of time. The pupil's progress was measured by

tests based upon factual learning. A pupil's ability to learn

was measured by his ability to remember. The early schools in

Cleburne furnished people of state-wide eminence in later

years, and the schools were the main attractions that lead

early settlers to take up permanent residence in Cleburne.

In 1883 the people of Cleburne voted control of their

public schools to their city council and authorized that body

to appoint a board of six trustees. 1 0 Professor Frank M.

Johnson was elected school superintendent January 15, 1884,

at a salary of twelve hundred dollars for an eight-months

term. He was re-elected for the following year, but he resigned

June 10, 1885. Seven white teachers and one colored teacher

made up the entire faculty at this time.

Professor D.A. Paulus served as school superintendent

from 1885-1886, but he had a great deal of trouble with the

school board over his salary. During this conflict with the

Jn County Review, March 4, 1892.
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superintendent, the school board decided to combine the of-

fices of superintendent and principal.

Professor W.J.J. Terrell was elected city school super-

intendent in 1886 and J.D. Goldsmith was elected assistant-

principal. They served until 1888.

Professor J.N. Long was elected superintendent June 4,

1888, and again June 1, 1889. During his administrations the

people voted an additional tax of one fourth of one per cent

for school purposes and authorized the city council to issue

forty thousand dollars' worth of improvement bonds . J .N. Long

died just before the election of the superintendent for the

following year.

On June 3, 1890, the school board elected B.M.N. Marrs
superintendent and J.D. Goldsmith as principal. May 4, 1891,

Superintendent Marrs was re-elected and served in 1892. At

the 1890 election seventy-two ballots were taken before the

six-member board could agree upon the superintendent. Evi-

dently S.M.N. Marrs had some opposition the first time he was

made superintendent. During his second administration opposi-

tion developed because a prominent attorney was not mailed

an invitation to attend commencement exercises. On another

occasion, when members of the senior class gave an enter-

tainment and failed . to reserve seats in the auditorium for

another prominent lawyer, the attorney became offended.- Ag.n

opposition to the administration of S.M.N. Marrs by the school

board developed on account of the administration's reduction

-. ,, -
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of the noon recess period from one and one-half hours to

forty-five minutes. The school patrons voted by a large ma-

jority in favor of the reduced time. The minority, led by the

two discontented lawyers and the mayor, B.F. Frymier, added

a great deal of fuel to the flame of conflict. B.F. Frymier

was ex-officio chairman of the school board, and since the

school board had been appointed by the city council, the school

board had inherited some of the antagonism that already existed.

In April, 1892, John H. Boyd defeated B.F. Frymier in the

election for mayor. The tension between the two factions was

lessened a little. About this time the people discovered that

in the early organization of the Cleburne School System, the

people had voted for an elective school board and in some way

the appointive system had been in use.

In 1891, the opinion of the local newspaper editor was:

It may not be a fact generally known, but it is:
nevertheless true, that Cleburne has better facilities
for educating her children than either Dallas or Fort
Worth, and never employs other than competent teachers.
This fact has had much to do with making Cleburne the
best little city in this section of the state.11

The Senior Class of 1891 of Cleburne High School gave

its first public appearance in the Central High School Build-

ing. This exercise consisted of a debate on the subject, Re-

solved: That th earate Coach Law for Texas Should Never

H _Been acted. Music followed after the debate decision

I A
Ibd. April 3, 1891.
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was rendered in favor of the affirmative. Recitations and

essays made up the largest part of the program. These ex-

ercises were well attended by the people of Cleburne, and

they served to promote harmony and good will among the school

patrons.

In 1891 there were four new, well-constructed, two-story

buildings containing twenty rooms, and a fifth building that

was rented was used by the colored people. There were fifteen

white teachers and two colored teachers employed in the city

schools at the time . The average annual salary for white

teachers was fifty dollars per month. 1 2

At an election held in 1893 for school board members

there were two tickets placed in the field; one for the admin-

istration of S.M.N. Marrs and the other against it. The elec-

tion was carried out by the extensive uses of old-time methods

of carrying voters to the polls in carriages, carrying banners

in the streets, and the manifestation of much bitterness on

both sides. Over one thousand votes were cast. Those favoring

the Marrs administration lost and consoled themselves with,

"we were willing to sacrifice in the interest of harmony."1 1 3

About June 1, 1893, the school board elected C.P. Hudson

of Terrell, Texas, to take the place of S.M.N. Marrs as city

12
A Memorial History _of Johnson and Hill Counties, p. 151.

1 3 Cleburne-Times Review, August 4, 1929.
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school superintendent. At the same time K.A. Berry refused

to accept the principalship to which he had been elected.

C.P. Hudson was re-elected in 1894 for a two-year term in-

stead of the customary one-year term. Beginning in 1895 works

of the Cleburne Public School pupils were exhibited both at

home and at the Dallas Fair. During the three years C .P. Hud-

son served as superintendent, harmony and co-operation existed

on all sides. The enrollment in the Cleburne schools during

that time increased about two hundred. In 1893 there was a

total enrollment of twelve hundred thirty-nine.

The Cleburne citizens showed their interest in cultural

advancement in a meeting that took place in the courthouse

on January 19, 1894, for the purpose of securing outstanding

lecturers to discuss different subjects. Two hundred fifty

dollars was subscribed at once. Among the country's best-known

lecturers at the time was Governor Bob Taylor of Tennessee,

The following news item appeared in the local paper,:

Governor Bob Taylor of Tennessee lectured at the
courthouse last Friday night. He greatly enjoyed the
"possum" supper in his honor. Two big "possums;' baked
brown an around which were laid sweet potatoes, were
served.u 4

Governor Taylor was only one of a number of eminent lec-

turers secured by the Cleburne Lecturers Association.

The school board elected Professor Cousins of Mexia,

Texas, superintendent in 1896, but he did not accept and

14 Johnson County Review, February 22, 1895.
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V.M. Fulton of Henderson, Texas, was elected in June, 1896.15

Under the leadership and guidance of V.1. Fulton, the Cle-

burne schools made remarkable progress. In lay, 1898, V.M.

Fulton was unanimously re-elected superintendent. The school

year 1898 was marked by the Cleburne schools adopting a uni-

form system of textbooks. In school exhibitions at the Dallas

Fair that year the pupils of Cleburne schools took two first

premiums, five seconds, and one third. 1 6

Thursday, May 18, 1899, was observed by the Cleburne

Public Schools as Library Day. Exercises were held at the

courthouse on the second anniversary of Library Day and the

citizens were given an opportunity to donate either money or

books. On this date four hundred fifty valuable books were

added to the school library. The teachers and pupils were

grateful for the books.

From 1883 through 1900 the Cleburne schools made slow,

steady progress in enrollment and in the enlargement of their

physical plants. During 1900 the schools had the distinction

and reputation of being among the best in the state.

16Ibid., October 21, 1898.

.
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Ibido, June 5. 1896sma"



CHAPTER V

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

One of the significant characteristics in the economic

and industrial development of early-day Cleburne was the

slow, steady growth of industry. Cleburne had no "boom or

bust" period. The coming of the railroad in 1881 did not pro-

duce the excitement among the Cleburne people that the coming

of the Central Machine Shops of that railroad produced in

1897. The contract for the location of the shops had been se-

cured in 1897, and the shops were in full operation in 1899.

About the first written mention of railroads and the

possibility of their coming through Cleburne was this editorial

written in the Cleburne Chronicle, dated July 3, 1869:

We have no doubt of Texas becoming, soon, the most
favored field for railroad enterprise, in which many
millions of outside capital will seek investment. There
is no subject so vital to Texas growth and development
as that of railroads . The prosperity and hope of our
people depend on them. We will rejoice to see all "north-
men 'in Texas who have the money and the desire to build
railroads .l

Hope was expressed in 1869, by the editor of the Cleburne

Chronicle, that the Southern Pacific Railroad would build

through Texas along the thirty-second parallel inside of five

years. France was greatly interested in that particular

1Cleburne Chronicle, July 3, 1869.
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enterprise at that time. French capitalists saw large profits

in the building of this railroad. Bonds to raise mongy for it

sold at seventy-nine in gold and one hundred twelve in green-

back. This meant that it would take seventy-nine gold dollars

to buy a bond costing one hundred dollars, and that it would

take one hundred twelve greenback dollars to purchase the

same bond. Bonds had already been sold to build and equip

three hundred miles of the railroad. Among the directors of

the company were Jay Cooke and Company and Blanton Duncan of

Kentucky.2

There was hope in Cleburne that the Leavenworth, Lawrence,

and Galveston Railroad would reach the Texas line on the north

by January 1, 1870. The promoters of the company gave a great

deal of publicity about their plans for building their road

to Galveston, but their plans never developed.

J.W. Graves wrote:

The Dallas Herald and the Kaufman Star are carry-
ing on a controversy as to the place Tentral Rail-
road will cross the Trinity River. No use saying any-
thing, neighbors, the Central will trouble neither of
you, but will run up the western edge of the Cross
Timbers. Of course, it will come by Cleburne. The neigh
of the "iron horse" can almost be heard in Cleburne now.3

This optimistic view was shared by many Cleburne citi-

zens, who did not realize that twelve years must pass before

their dream of hearing the neigh of the "iron horse" actually

came true.

2Ibid., July 17, 1869. 3Id., August 14, 1869.
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In 1869 a resident of Archer County, Texas, wrote to the

Mineral Museum in Washington, D.C., that he could, without

digging, load five hundred wagons with a very pure specimen

of copper ore. Working the mines had been profitable even

after paying the heavy expense of hauling by wagon over five

hundred miles. The Texas Central had progressed toward this

section and perhaps Cleburne would be on one of its branch

lines.4 This and many other rumors kept the people of Cleburne

in a very optimistic frame of mind for a few years . About 1876

the people decided that the railroad promoters were more inter-

ested in gaining wealth for themselves than they were in giv-

ing service to people in Cleburne. They decided that Cleburne

would be an important town anyway.

Cleburne optimists were very jubilant over the prospects

of a visit from the iron horse early in 1870. The motto of the

whole town became "Onward and Upward" from that time until

they gave up hope a few years later.

The Atchlson, Topaka, and Santa Fe was incorporated
under the laws of Kansas, March 3, 1863. The Gulf, Colo-
rado, and Santa Fe was chartered under the laws of Texas,
May 28, 1873, and construction began in 1875. The two
had no connection until 1886 when the Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe acquired control over the Gulf, Colorado,
and Santa Fe by an exchange of bonds. The Gulf, Colorado,
and Santa Fe branch to Fort Worth was completed Decem-
ber 8, 1881.

Even as early as 1871 the people of Cleburne and many other

Texans began to wonder if the railroads were not being aided

4 li. 5W.C. Holden, Alkali Trails, pp. 197-198.
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too much by local, state, and national governments. Their

enthusiasm began to cool. Subsidies had been paid to the

railroads that had necessitated cruel and heavy taxes on the

people of Texas. People began to feel that the donation prin-

ciple for railroad building was radically wrong, which led

them to declare their non-support of almost all Texas legis-

lators who had voted the subsidies.

A long train of wagons with workers was seen going north

through Cleburne in September, 1871, and the inhabitants were

led to believe that a railroad would be completed from Cle-

burne to Fort Worth very soon thereafter.

A local editor declared:

Cleburne is not a railroad town. We make no extrav-
agant claims as to our future greatness, but like all
distinguished men of other ages, we may have greatness
thrust upon us. If the M.K. and T. goes from Port Worth
to Waco, we are on the line. We can't help it. Let her
come; we shall bid her welcomeA

Southern Pacific officials surveyed the tap road between

Cleburne and Waxahachie in 1872. Cleburne citizens were very

slow to take stock in that road, because they feared that

the amount of stock would be consumed before the road was com-

pleted. Some of Cleburne's citizens suggested to the Southern

Pacific officials that they would subscribe more liberally if

the Southern Pacific would start building a depot inside

Cleburne city limits as evidence of its good faith and

6 Cleburne Chronicle, November 30, 1872.
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intentions. The Southern Pacific did not pay any attention

to the suggestion and the Cleburne people became more skeptical

than ever.

In 1873 a traveling salesman remarked that of all towns

he had visited, Cleburne was, perhaps, the liveliest, except

Dallas, This was strange to him, since Cleburne was about

the only town that was not so railroad conscious at the time.

The people had heard so many rumors of railroads by 1873,

that they were about to lose interests in railroads .7

Early in 1873 the state legislature passed a bill for

the incorporation of the Fort Worth, Cleburne, and Waco Rail-

road. The grant of land was considerably over one million

acres. There was no doubt that, in a matter of a few months,

Cleburne people would enjoy hearing the whistles of locomotives

inside their city limits. The charter for this road was to re-

main in force sixty years.

B.J. Chambers and others asked the stave legislature to

pass a bill that would grant them a charter to build a railroad

called the Fort Worth, Waco, and Southwestern. The plans called

for the railroad to connect Fort Worth and Austin by way of

Cleburne, Waco, Belton, and Georgetown. B.J. Chambers planned

for this road to be a state undertaking and for it to control

all other railroads in the state for the benefit of all people.

Eventually, the planned railroad would reach from Red River

Ibid., October 2, 1873.
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to the Rio Grande River with branches extending all over

Texas .8

The desire to build such state-owned railroads came

about as a result of the uncertainties and broken promises

of various railroad: companies that had been trying to oper-

ate in different sections of the state since 1867. Colonel

B.J. Chambers made several trips to Austin in the interests of

the railroad, and was instrumental in getting the legislature

to grant the charter. Colonel Chambers was a little premature

with his idea of a state-owned and state-operated railroad.

Another rumor of 1873 was that the Waco branch of the

Central Railroad was to be extended to Fort Worth. The Hous-

ton and Texas Central Railroad collapsed in 1876; otherwise

Cleburne would have had rail connection with Waco at that

time.

A.J. Byrd wrote in 1879:

In 1876 Cleburne was promised, upon certain condi-
tions being complied with, that a railroad would be con-
structed into the town. The conditions were met by the
Cleburne people, but the railroad company failed to do
that which it had promised. Had the Central Railroad
built the promised road as agreed, Cleburne would today
number its inhabitants at ten thousand. 9

A.J. Byrd also expressed the view that Cleburne's failure

to obtain the Central Railroad in 1876 proved to be fortunate

because such villainous monopoly as the Houston, and Texas

Ibid ,February 22, 1873.

9 Byrd, _.. Q j., p. 112.
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Central that forced trade carrying, charged exhorbitant rates,

and indulged in other mal-practices, would have ruined the

people of Cleburne.

In 1880 many Texas cities were having legal troubles

over their donations to the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe.

Both Brenham and Cleburne had promised a right of way and

depot grounds, but the courts ruled that the scrip issued to

make the payments wasw void. 1 0

Among the earliest railroad meetings held by the citizens

of Cleburne and Johnsqn County was the one held in the court-

house November 12, 1877. J.G. Woodson was the presiding of-

ficer of the meeting and W.H. Graves was secretary. A com-

mittee of five, consisting of Colonel B.J. Chambers, Major

E.M. Heath, S.B. Allen, Doctor T.D. Lorance, and W. Poindexter,

was appointed. Thi committee appointed another committee of

fifteen Cleburne people to confer with Dallas County citizens

relative to building a railroad from Dallas to Cleburne by

way of Alvarado. The committee also investigated the propo-

sition made by the Dallas and Cleburne Narrow Gauge Railway

Company.

Subscriptions were to be taken in each county to raise

twenty-five thousand dollars, which was to be used to form

the company. Nothing could be done this way and an organiza-

tion of a joint stock company with a capital of twenty-five

S.G. Reed, A Hi story of Texas Railroads, p. 286.
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thousand dollars was attempted in 1879. No one in Cleburne

doubted that by July 4, 1880, the Dallas and Cleburne Rail-

way would be completed. The Dallas company was backed by un-

known financial strength; but Cleburne people were convinced

that the company was building for the sole benefit of Dallas.

The correct name of the company was the Dallas, Cleburne, and

Rio Grande Railway Company.

Even before the railroads reached Cleburne, the town

rivaled Dallas, Fort Worth, and Waxahachie as a place of busi-

ness. Each of the three towns was doing its best to take busi-

ness away from Cleburne. There were as many as fifty wagons

per day arriving in Cleburne in 1879. Most of the wagons were

loaded with cotton which was bought readily by Cleburne cotton

buyers .

At last, Cleburne's dreams of railroads since 1867 began

to come true. The main line of the Santa Fe was completed

from Fort Worth to Temple in 1881. The Dallas branch was built

by the Chicago, Texas, and Mexican Central in 1884. The Santa

Fe bought this line later. The branch to Weatherford was com-

pleted in 1887 by the Santa Fe. In the building of those roads

the people of Cleburne and Johnson County raised their quota,

not in stock, but in donations. Those donations included right

of way through the county, the depot grounds, and one hundred

acres of land in Cleburne for shops. 1 1

11 Cleburne Times Review, June 3, 1926.
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The coming of the Central Machine Shops of the Santa Fe

Company to Cleburne seemed to mean much more to the city than

the coming of the railroad itself had meant. The largest rail-

way machine shops south of St. Louis, Missouri, brought a

huge increase in the payroll to Cleburne merchants and busi-

ness men.

The real story behind the location of the Central Machine

Shops of the Santa Fe in Cleburne was the following: S.E. Moss,

"The Duke of Cleburne," was an enterprising and foresighted

promoter and business man. He thought it would be a good idea

to entertain one, Mr. Polk, then general manager of Santa Fe

at Galveston in his home in Cleburne. This was done to the

huge satisfaction of Mr. Polk. Through the influence of the

Galveston General Manager with higher Santa Fe officials in

Chicago, S.E. Moss obtained a contract with the company to

locate her machine shops in Cleburne instead of Temple. SE.

Moss obtained options on land in East Cleburne and convinced

Santa Fe officials that the pure, artesian water from Cle-

burne wells was more plentiful than Temple's supply from the

Leon River. Temple lost in the race for the Central Machine

Shops because she did not have such an enterprising man as

S.E. Moss looking after her interests .1 2

The Santa Fe hauled water into Cleburne from Kopperl,

Blum, and Fort Worth in 1887. In 1892 the stockyards maintained

12 J.W. Cowart, 201 North Anglin, St., Cleburne, Texas.
(Mr. Cowart is the oldest, living, retired Santa Fe Engineer
on this division).
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by the Santa Fe in Cleburne were very large ones. Cattle

were shipped to these yards, unloaded, rested, bedded and

watered; then they were loaded again and sent into and across

Indian Territory that later became Oklahoma.13

The Cicago Review had this to say about the one and only

Duke of Cleburne in 1899: "If Colonel Moss is as popular with

people generally, as he is with state officers and railroad

officials, he would make it a hot race for United States Senator

against Bailey and Chilton."l4

About 1890 the people decided that what Cleburne needed

the most was a branch of the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Rail-

road from Egan, about twelve miles northeast of Cleburne. They

began to see that the Santa Fe was not operating for the bene-

fit of Cleburne altogether. They could get no accurate infor-

mation as to the company's plans for the location of the Cen-

tral Machine Shops, and they were unable to understand why

the Santa Fe could deliver coal in Dallas at the rate of one

dollar per ton freight, while Cleburne people were charged

one dollar and seventy-five cents freight on each ton delivered

in Cleburne. The fact that the coal hauled into Dallas had to

pass through Cleburne first, made the Cleburne people wonder

why the company could charge less for a longer haul than it

could for a shorter one. The officials of the company made

13Ibid

1 4 Johnson County Remew, September 8, 1899.
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many unsuccessful attempts to explain by showing the added

expense of the shorter hauls.

For some reason or another the Santa Fe officials per-

mitted rumors to circulate that they intended to move their

offices from Cleburne to Fort Worth, in 1893. These rumors

alarmed Cleburne people and caused them to see advantages of

having more than one railroad inside the city limits.

To show the Santa Fe officials the impracticability of

moving their offices to Fort Worth, the city of Cleburne

shipped a car load of pure, artesian water to the drought-

stricken people of Fort Worth on Friday, September 15, 1893.15

The plentiful water supply possessed by Cleburne probably in-

fluenced the Santa Fe officials to move their offices back to

Cleburne and to send more men and more mechanics than ever to

Cleburne.

By July, 1894, misunderstandings between the city of Cle-

burne and the Santa Fe were forgotten. The citizens held a

mass-meeting at the courthouse for the .purpose of soliciting

three thousand dollars to be donated to the company to build

a depot in Cleburne which was to cost eight thousand dollars,

the company agreeing to furnish five thousand dollars. At this

meeting one thousand twenty-five dollars was obtained and a

committee was appointed to solicit the remainder by subscrip-

tions.

15
.I.d, September 22, 1893.
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During the later part of 1895 the rift between the city

of Cleburne and the Santa Fe began to appear again. So low

were the freight rates of the ;Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Rail-

road to Alvarado, that Cleburne merchants bought goods and

had them shipped to Alvarado; then paid for having them hauled

to Cleburne from Alvarado. They could do this cheaper than

they could pay the excessive freight charges of the Santa Fe

into Cleburne. 1 6

The contract with the Santa Fe officials to locate their

Central Machine Shops in Cleburne was signed by a committee

representing Cleburne in July, 1897. A mass-meeting of all

Cleburne citizens was called to get the necessary signatures.

By August 13, 1897, the contract had been "signed, sealed,

and. delivered" to the National Bank of Cleburne. Never in the

history of Cleburne had there been so much enthusiasm shown

at a citizens'i mass-meeting as was shown at the one held on

August 14, 1897.

An editorial proclaimed: "The preliminaries of the great-

est event that will ever happen to Cleburne in this generation,

are happily and satisfactorily arranged."17

The hearts of Cleburne people swelled with pride and

patriotism to know that they had captured a very valuable

prize from their neighbors in Temple, Dallas, and Fort Worth.

1 6 lbid., October 11, 1895.

17Cleburne Morin Review, August 13, 1897.
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Temple had offered sixty thousand dollars in cash and all the

land the company wanted. Dallas had offered one hundred thou-

sand dollars cash and a similar gift of land. Fort Worth had

offered seventy-five thousand dollars cash and a great deal

of land, The business acumen of "The Duke of Cleburne,," S.E.

Moss, and the bountiful supply of artesian water had won a

brilliant victory.

In June, 1899, the big machine shops were operating full

blast in Cleburne. There was a great deal of trouble finding

places to live for the sudden influx of population. This was

the only instance when anything like a boom period had ever

occurred in Cleburne's history before 1900, and it was the

type of boom that lasted.

Another sign of progress in Cleburne came in May, 1900.

A charter for the Dallas, Fort Worth, and Southern Electric

Railway was filed in the office of the Secretary of State.

The capital stock of the Cleveland, Ohio, Corporation was one

million dollars. Its purpose was to construct and operate an

electric railroad from Dallas to Fort Worth and then south

to Cleburne, a total distance of about sixty miles. 18

The Santa Fe Railroad in 1881 and the location of its

Central Machine Shops in 1898 and 1899 in Cleburne aided

greatly the industrial development of the town, but there were

other industries that materially aided its progress. The

1 8 Johnson Count Review, May 18, 1900.
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development of an efficient system of waterworks played a

major part. All of the other Cleburne industries developed

indirectly as the result of the available water supply in the

beginning of the town's history.

The first waterworks system consisted of a large spring

of nice, cool, clear, water located on the west bank of West

Buffalo Creek. The water was furnished to various homes through

a bucket system. As the population increased, water was hauled

from other springs and from Nolan's River. For six years the

water of several little springs ran into a cistern and from

there it was pumped into a reservoir. This system proved too

expensive, and wells were dug which proved to be expensive

also. In 1891, S.W. Lovelady dug four artesian wells on Hen-

derson Street near the creek. They were about one thousand

feet deep and proved to be the first satisfactory water system.

In 1890, the city entered into a contract with Colonel S.E.

Moss to furnish sufficient water as was needed, until supply

enough to furnish twenty thousand people was reached. The

city sold the plant to S.E. Moss in 1891 and he sold it to

L.W. Chase. About 1908 the city bought the waterworks system

back from L.W. Chase. 1 9

In 1891 there were rumors afloat that the Santa Fe Rail-

road intended to build a dam across Nolan's River; or that it

was going to furnish financial backing for the project, so it

1 9 Cleburne Times Review, June 3, 1926.
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would nothave to haul water from Blum. The company was believed

to be waiting on a franchise from the city of Cleburne so it

could furnish Cleburne with water at the same time. The editor

of the local newspaper pointed out that the dam should be

built whether the Santa Fe did the building or not. He stated

that if Cleburne were to grow as it should, there would have

to be a more adequate water supply. 2 0 The dam was never built.

Another important event in Cleburne's history occurred

when Silas Lovelady drilled the first artesian water well on

West Henderson Street in October, 1891. This well gushed forth

constantly in an eight inch stream. So steady was the flow

that soon all the reservoirs had been filled and it became

necessary to turn the overflow into West Buffalo Creek. There

was, according to some Cleburne citizens, nothing to prevent

the Santa Fe from locating its Central Machine Shops in the

city.

The first ice used in Cleburne was hauled in wagons from

Dallas and Fort Worth. The Winn Ice Plant was the first one

established in the city, but it operated only one summer. The

Cleburne Ice and Cold Storage Company, with a capacity of

five tons per day, was organized in the summer of 1881. It

could furnish one thousand customers with ten pounds of ice

each day. 2 1 The organizers of the company were S.E. Moss, V.

Dickson, B.F. Frymier, and Coon Williams. Its original capital

2 0 Johnson Count Review, August 14, 1891.

21Ibid
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investment was twelve thousand five hundred dollars . Pure

ice was furnished to Cleburne homes and businesses at one

and one-fourth cents per pound.

In 1887 a gas company was established in part of Cle-

burne, but Cleburne was never lighted by gas lights. The Cle-

burne Gas and Electric Company established gas for cooking

purposes about 1905, but the company was not municipally owned

then.22

A gas company had boasted that it would illuminate the

streets and homes with gas in 1891, but for some reason or

another its headquarters building was used for a dice shoot-

ing house for the colored population. 2 3

Cleburne was lighted by candles, coal oil lamps, and

lanterns until 1888. During that year a stock company; from

Fort Worth established Cleburne's light company at an expense

of twenty-five thousand dollars. The building of the company

burned in 1892.24 The electric lights were operated in Cleburne

for the first trial on Friday night, September 22, 1893, ac-

cording to the Johnson County Review, dated May 24, 1895. Cle-

burne had electric lights at last. In 1897, the Cleburne Elec-

tric Light Company, with J.D. Oliger as manager, was established.

The Commissioners Court signed an agreement with the Cle-

burne Ice, Water, and Light Company to install in the court

2 Ibid. 2 3 Ibid., October 30, 1891.

24 Cleburne Times Review, June 3, 1926.

t,. , _.<
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house within sixty days a system of steam heating. The city

council granted a franchise to run for twenty years to the

same company to install a steam heating plant system. Accord-

to the terms of the agreement with the company, the city hall

and the calaboose were to be heated without charge to the city.

Work began within sixty days during the year 1900. The project

was completed and operated for several years.

Early in 1892 Cleburne people began agitation for under-

ground sewage and a telephone system. Predictions were made

that before the end of 1895, Cleburne would have a telephone

system that would charge a flat rate of one dollar and fifty

cents to residences. The promoters of the company were Judge

J.N. Lindsey of Gainesville, Texas, and J.N. Dubois who had

secured the required subscriptions from Cleburne citizens.

At a called meeting of the city council about the middle of

August, 1895, a franchise was granted to the Cleburne National

Telephone Company to operate in the city. The people believed

that by October 1, 1895, the new enterprise would be in full

operation. J.N. Dubois, who had organized a stock company of

prominent Cleburne people, was arrested by detectives from

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on a ten thousand dollar forgery charge.

This action put a stop to the telephone company development

in Cleburne until the year 1897.

The first telephone system established in Cleburne was

started by J.G. Caldwell in 1897. Miss Laura Leech was the

first operator. The Bell Telephone System bought J.C. Caldwell's
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interests during the later part of 1897. Originally, the mag-

neto system was used in which central was obtained by turning

a crank on the side of the telephone. At this time there were

about fifty telephones in Cleburne. 2 5

The first successful bank was established in Cleburne

by S.P. Hollingsworth and son, J.:E. Hollingsworth, about 1876.

They were succeeded by J.W. Brown and Colonel B.J. Chambers

in the firm name of Brown and Chambers. This firm went out of

business in 1878 or 1879. During 1878 W.F. Heard, S.B. Allen,

and A.A. Barnes established a private bank in a brick build-

ing on the corner of Main and Wardville Streets. The Bank of

Cleburne contained a vault with safes that had withstood the

great Chicago fire in 1871. The outside of the vault was

fastened with one of Hall's.combination time locks. 2 6

In 1893 Cleburne had three flourishing banks with an ag-

gregate deposit of two hundred thousand eight hundred eighteen

dollars, eighty-four cents.

E.H. Griffin, president of the Lake Park Street Railway

Company of Waxahachie, Texas, was granted a franchise to build

an electric railway in Cleburne provided he would begin con-

struction within a twelve months period. The franchise was

granted early in 1892, but Cleburne people failed to subscribe

as had been expected and E.H. Griffin returned to Waxahachie

25Ibid.

26 Byrd, o2.c it., p. 128.
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disappointed because his plans did not materialize. The majority

of the Cleburne people were not ready for the project.

During 1893 the day of rapid transit had come to Cleburne.

People marvelled at the fact that they could go to Fort Worth

and back in the same day by train. 2 7

The Cleburne Foundry and Machine Company was organized

as a joint stock company. The people were so interested that

they readily bought shares in the company in 1891. The busi-

ness was so successful that J.C. Norris purchased the entire

stock and became the sole owner.28

The doctors, pastors, city council, and almost all of the

Cleburne people combined in a united effort to build a city

hospital. The building was practically assured by the end of

the month of August, 1897.

The consensus of opinion of the leading business men of

Cleburne in 1897 was, "this town is on the crest of a great

wave of individual and community prosperity."2 9

The industrial development of Cleburne, like its popu-

lation growth, was slow but steady. The industries developed,

in some instances, as a result of subscriptions given by the

Cleburne citizens. The first major industry, the railroad in

1881, opened outlets for marketing facilities for products

of the Cleburne area. The people were no longer dependent

2 7 o b o n _ _ _

Johnson County Review, August 11, 1893.
28 Ibid., April 24, 1891.
2 9 Cleburne ni_, u , 9ClebrneMorning Review, August 1, 1897.

R
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upon a market at any one place. Cleburne could never have been

as far advanced as she is today without the aid of the Santa

Fe Railroad and its shops with a total tax valuation of over

two and one-half million dollars.

The waterworks, ice plants, cold storage, gas company

and electric light plants developed in a more or less hap-

hazard fashion. Until the turn of the century in 1900, these

industries were started by individuals or groups of' individ-

uals who were, in some cases, interested more in financial

gains to themselves than they were in giving service to the

city of Cleburne. During the last few years before 1900, however,

the city government began to tighten its controls and make

progress toward ownership of these necessary public utilities.



CHAPTER VI

EARLY MAILS AND NEWSPAPERS

The reception of mail or newspapers, containing news

from surrounding towns and counties, in Cleburne homes in

the early days was a rare occasion greatly appreciated by

the more fortunate people.

A citizen wrote in 1869: ' By the last southern mail we

received a letter mailed at Alvarado on the nineteenth of

November. It was abbot a month in coming twelve miles."1

Application blanks for carrying the mail on new routes

that had been established during January, 1869, had been re-

ceived by the postmaster at Cleburne. One of these new routes

was from Cleburne to Denton, by way of Fort Worth and Bird-

ville, a distance of fifty-five miles. 2 The mail was to be

carried over this route twice a week or once each way. Ap-

plications of prospective carriers were to be received from

March 31, 1869, until June 30, 1871. Carrying the mail over

that route was no easy task in 1869 because roads were, in

most instances, only a series of cattle trails across the

prairies. Streams had to be forded, robbers were constant

threats, and many other uncertainties faced the mail carriers.

1CleburneChronicle, December 18, 1869.

2 bid., February 6, 1869.
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During January, 1870, circulars were sent to the dif-

ferent postmasters throughout the state by W.A. Saylor,

special agent of the postoffice at Galveston. In the circu-

lars he warned postmasters and employees of penalties if con-

victed of tampering with the mails. Numerous complaints had

been received at his office of irregularities of mails and

losses of valuable letters and registered packages. Although

there was much complaint of neglect on the part of the post-

masters, route agents, and others entrusted with the mail,

the most serious one concerned contractors and their failure

to carry the mail as they had agreed to do. If the postmasters

failed to report all breaches of contract, both the postmasters

and the contractors were to be removed.

The prospects for better mail service in Cleburne bright-

ened during the last week in January, 1870. An application fqr

facilities for general mail services had already been made

to the proper authorities for an increase in mail service.

One plan was to have the nuails from Fort Richardson connect

with the tri-weekly mails at Hillsboro by way of Cleburne and

eatherford. This would have given Cleburne three mails a weak.

The latter part of 1871 saw much dissatisfaction with the

mail arrivals from Dallas. The fact that sometimes it came and

sometimes it didn't, constituted a growing nuisance to the

people of Cleburne. Some of the people wanted the discontin-

uance of the Dallas mails altogether because they would then
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have a better mail service by way of Waxahachie and would

probably eliminate a good many complaints .3

In October, 1871, the Cleburne postoffice changed hands

and was moved to the store of G.H. Mulkey on the south side

of the square. The new location was convenient for more Clebutne

citizens than the old one had been.

M.P. Knowls had a contract to carry the mail from Dallas

to Cleburne in 1872. He ran a comfortable hack, which left

Dallas each Monday morning and reached Cleburne each Tuesday

at noon. The Cleburne postmaster was trying to get mail ser-

vice from Dallas three times a week at this time .4

The following schedule of departures and arrivals of Cle-

burne mails was in operation in June, 1872. Mail departed for

Waco at six in the morning on Tuesdays and Fridays; for Weather-

ford and Granbury at six in the morning on Mondays and Thurs-

days; for Dallas at one in the afternoon on Tuesdays; and for

Fort Worth and Denton on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

The mail arrived from Waco at three in the morning Mondays

and Thursdays; from Weatherford and Gre bury at three in the

morning on Tuesdays and Fridays; from Dallas at twelve noon

on Tuesdays; and from Fort Worth and Denton at six in the after-

noon on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

Mail service between Waco and Cleburne was interrupted

for awhile early in 1873. It had been over two weeks since

3Id.,December 2, 1871. 4 jbid., August 17, 1872.
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mail had been received from Waco. The people in Cleburne were

less perturbed when they learned that the irregularity was

due to an epidemic of "epizootic" among the horses that pulled

the mail hacks. Epizootic was a disease that caused the horses

to turn blind, .stagger, and fall.

The postoffice department advertised in 1873 for pro-

posals to carry the mail between Cleburne and Waxahachie three

times per week, between Cleburne and Meridian once a week, and

between Cleburne and George's Creek once a week. Mail service

into Cleburne advanced by leaps and bounds during 1873. People

were astonished to see a letter appear in Cleburne that had

been mailed only five days before in New York City.

Mail irregularities, however, still continued to occur

in 1873. The Cleburne Chronicle was forced to change its pub-

lishing date from each Saturday to each Thursday because of

these irregularities; for it was able to obtain newsprint

only in time for Thursday's publication on schedule.

B.F. Harris, postmaster at Cleburne, obtained daily mail

service that was to begin between Cleburne and Fort Worth on

October 1, 1874.3 This daily mail service between Clehurne

and Fort Xorth actually began on November 14, 1874.6

In 1879 there were two daily mails from Fort Worth and

Waco, three tri-weekly lines to Meridian and Waxahachie, two

semi-weekly lines to Glen Rose and Mansfield, and one weekly

5 bid., September 5, 1874. 6 Byrd, op. cm., p. 57.
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line to Brazos Point. This made a total of twenty-six mails

per week at this time .7

At a city council meeting held May 15, 1891, the motion

was made by Alderman Norwood to appoint a committee to number

the streets and to secure free mail delivery in Cleburne. Dr.

W.H. Deal was appointed Cleburne postmaster early in 1891 to
succeed S.N. Clark, who retired after having served since

1876.8 In June, 1895, the Cleburne postoffice was raised from

third to second class, and the salary of the postmaster was

raised to two thousand dollars a year.

Although in 1897 Cleburne had double train service north

and south and triple train service to Dallas and Paris, she

received only single mail service daily. The Cleburne Commercial

Club insisted that something should be done about it.

Competitive examinations for city mail carriers under free

mail delivery were held in Cleburne May 4, 1899. There was a

large number of applicants, Free mail delivery was inaugurated

September 1, 1899.9 There were twenty-six boxes looked after

by three carriers .#Each carrier had about one third of the

boxes to look after. Each of the carriers served about one

third of the town. This free mail delivery did not mean-house-

to-house delivery, b4t it meant that people could go to the

box nearest their homes for their daily mail or as often as

they wished to go.

Johnson County Review, April 3, 1891. 8 Ibid.

9Ibid., September 1, 1899.
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The story of the struggle of early Cleburne newspaper

editors for existence was practically the same as the story

of the people themselves. From 1868 to 1904 Cleburne had pub-

lished, by various editors, seventeen different newspapers.

J.W. Graves was a pioneer publisher in every sense of

the word. He came to Cleburne possessing very little of this

world's goods. His problems were about the same as the problems

of other newspaper editors in North and West Texas communities.

Headquarters for his paper might have been in one place one

day and in another the next day. As the railroads and army

camps pushed the Texas frontier further westward, the pioneer

newspapers followed in their wake.

J.V. Graves, like all other pioneer editors, had his

troubles, most of them of a financial nature. Bills due from

his subscribers became so long past due that he published

the following editorial in the issue of the paper dated April 13,

1872:

A young man asked an old man about the secret of
his long life, and the reply was "I have drank water
and wine; I have held public office; I have sometimes
gone to bed at mid-night, got up at sunrise and at
noon; I have dabbled in politics and written for re-
ligious papers, but I always paid promptly nir printer's
bills."

In desperation during the year 1872, J.W. Graves tried,

through his editorial section, to collect enough money to get

out a few more issues of his paper. His section was made up

mainly of appeals for lard, bacon, and later wheat, in pay-

ment for subscriptions to his paper. As a last resort, he began



99

publishing copies of newspaper laws that described in all

the gruesome details the penalties for non-payment of bills

due the newspaper publisher. Evidently neither of the appeals

had much effect on his subscribers, because his sections still

contained about the same material in 1874 that they had con-

tained in 1868.

Not only did J.W. Graves have trouble collecting dues

from his subscribers, but he frequently had to contend with

barbs and thrusts made at him and his paper by neighboring

towns and their newspaper editors. An example follows:

We notice that the death of our paper is being
published in our radical exchanges. We beg leave toinform such sheets the Chronicle still lives, and ex-pects to publish the obituary every last one ofthem. The falsehood was originated by a dirty little
sheet published at Denton in Denton County, called theMonitor. Evidently the Monitor started the lie because
we did not deem the Monitor worthy of our exchange. 1 0

As a parting word at the editor of the Denton Monitor,

J.W. Graves published the following: "The editor of the Denton

Monitor hauls the Honorable John H. Reagan over the coals for

daring to support Greeley in the Baltimore Convention. We feel

sorry for Reagan. It is a wonder that he would dare oppose

the wishes of the Monitor man. "

Sarcasm such as that used above by J.W. Graves flourished
in many of the early Texas newspapers. By September, 1874, the

antagonism had disappeared between the two papers, but J.W.

Graves was no longer the editor of the Cleburne paper.

10Cleburne Chronicle, February 8, 1872.
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There was a great deal of good natured sniping going

on between the editors of the Cleburne Chronicle and the

Waco Examiner. From the Examiner came this : "The Chronicle

reports the town of Cleburne still improving. We know some-

thing up there that can't improve, that something having al-

ready reached perfection."

Under this article came the following notation by the

Chronicle editor. "What does he mean? Does this editor insist

that he has claim on one of Cleburne 's fair ladies? Take warn-

ing, young men, lest he steal away your joy and pride."

George Mulkey of Cleburne had "put up" ice and invited

the Examiner _Man to call on him for a glass of iced lemonade
when he came calling on that something that had reached per-

fection.

The people of Cleburne had decided by August, 1872, to
make Waco their shipping point instead of Corsicana, provided

that the Waco business men would advertise their wares in

the Cleburne Chronicle. The Cleburne editor gave as another

reason for trading with Waco instead of trading with Corsicana,
the enormous numbers of unusually large fleas always ready to

welcome visitors from Cleburne to Corsicana.

A great number of Waco advertisements appeared in the

Chronicle in September, 1872. That was the first time J.W.

Graves took his vacation in Waco--one week before the advertise-

ments appeared. This vacation proved not only to be a pleasant

one for the Cleburne editor, but a profitable one.
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Cleburne must have made some good impressions on a few

people in some of the neighboring towns in 1873, because a

Waco citizen wrote a poem that was published in the Chronicle

about the beautiful city of Cleburne.

During the early part of 1891, the Kansas City Star had

a number of roving reporters at work in various Texas towns .

The reporterst chief? news items concerned stories that cast

reflections upon the character of the leading citizens of the

towns; Cleburne's leading citizens were assailed along with

others. The stories were published in the Kansas City Star,

but after several hangings took place in some of the leading

towns in Texas, with the reporters as the central figures, the

paper's reporters and the people of Kansas lost their taste

for Texas stories. 1 0

The Johnson County Review was asked to print an announce-

ment to the effect that there was to be a mass-meeting of Cle-

burne business men in July, 1892, for the purpose of raising

money to build a ferry at the Cleburne-Glen Rose crossing of

the Brazos River.

R.B. Loggins, principal of schools at Bellville, Texas,

bought a control ing 2nterst in the Johns on Cou y Review in

May, 1893. In his greeting to the people of Cleburne through

the column in his newspaper, he stated that his paper would

take a neutral stand on nothing. This was an admirable but

dangerous stand for a newspaperman to take.

1 0 Johnson CountyReview, June 12, 1891.
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An interesting and constructive way to increase the

circulation of a local newspaper was developed by the John-

son Count; Review in 1892. The paper awarded scholarships to

Howard Female College at Gallatin, Tennessee. The scholar-

ship was given to the young lady in Cleburne who received the

largest number of votes over a few months period. The paper

printedtcupons, which were subscriber's blanks, in each issue

of the paper. For each new subscriber ten votes were allowed

and given to the subscribers choice. So close was the race be-

tween Eva Plummer and Callie Warren that the paper awarded a

scholarship to each of them.

Ideas of early Cleburne citizens were molded by the opin-

ions expressed in their local newspaper. They read of the nu-

merous advantages of obtaining various industries for their

town and decided that they must have those industries.

The inhabitants of Cleburne after 1900 did not appreciate

the reception of mail and newspapers in their homes to the ex-

tent that the people in the sixties did. The earlier inhabi-

tants' cravings for news from the places they had formerly

lived were never satisfied, due to irregularities in the trans-

portation of the mails. The local newspaper was unable to fur-

nish the information through its columns, because it had to

confine its news items to purely local happenings. Early resi-

dents, in many instances, knew what would be the next issue

of the paper before it came off the press. The early Cleburne

newspapers had an important part in making the town's history.
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