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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Orientation to the Study

Within recent years the problem of educating the chil-

dren of the Latin-American people in Texas has assumed new

significance. In 1900 the number of persons of Mexican

descent in Texas was 71,062; in 1930, this number had in-

creased to 683,681, and in 1945 there were over 1,000,000.1

In a study made by Little in 1944, it was found that there

were 260,759 Latin-American children in Texas schools, a per-

centage of 20.4 of the total white school population.2  These

figures in themselves would not be significant if there were

comparable achievement registered by the two groups, the

Latin-American children and the Anglo-Americans, but in a

study made by the State Department of Education in 1943-44,

it was revealed that the percentage of failure in school

among Latin-American children ranged from 29 percent to over

75 percent in sixteen representative Texas counties.3 A high

Carey McWillitms, jl Fares the Land, p. 247.

2Wilson Little, Spanish- eking Children in Texas, p. 18.

3Statewide Survey of Enumeration, Enrollment, Attendance,
and rogress of Latin-American Children in Texas Schools,
METl nofthe StatDe parmentroFEicTi1hntustin71943-
1944 (Processed), p. 6.

1



percentage of the pupils who entered school never completed

the elementary grades.

The large and increasing number of Latin-American chil-

dren in the public schools plus the high degree of withdrawala

and failures have occasioned much comment and study, diverse

views having been expressed. Indeed, one school of thought

adheres to the concepts that the Latin-American child (1)

lacks incentive to attend school, (2) is not ambitious, and

(3) will not respond to educational opportunities. Another

group, represented by Manuel, professor of Educational Psy-

chology at the University of Texas, holds that (1) the basic

needs of Latin-American youth are not different from those of

other youth, and (2) given equal opportunities, they will re-

spond in much the same fashion. 4 A study of representative

members of the two ethnic groups, therefore, should be signif-

icnt in appraising the merits of the two schools of thought

regarding the two groups of Texas school children.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to investigate paired groups

of Latin-American and Anglo-American children in one community

who have attended the public schools approximately the same

number of years, to discover differences, if any, in achieve-

ment when comparable opportunities for education have been

4H. T. Manuel, "Education of the Spanish-Speaking Child,"
ProcedinS off Inter-American Conference, p. 30.
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present. Achievement, in this instance, means all phases

of the school program: core subject areas, vocational sub-

jects, physical education and health, and participation in

extra-curriculsr activities.

Sources of Data

Two sources of data qre utilized in this study: (1)

background information concerning the status and accomplish-

ments of the Latin-American child in Texas schools, taken

from professional literature in the field and related studies;

(2) primary data, consisting of test results and case studies

of two selected groups of pupils in the Stuart High School in

South Texas, taken from the school records and teacher-obser-

vation studies of the Stuart High School.

Limitations of the Study

The study is limited to twenty-three pairs of Latin-

American and Anglo-American pupils in the ninth, tenth,

eleventh, qnd twelfth grades of the Stuart High School who

have attended school approximately the same number of years.

Thirteen pairs of boys and ten pairs of girls comprise the

group studied. Selection was made on the basis of the num-

ber of years they had attended the public school and not on

age or socio-economic environment or other factors. The

scope of the study is limited in that pupils in only one

school are studied.
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Method of Procedure

The pupils in the high school were selected for study

because several representative pairs of pupils were available

at this level, and because periods of secondary school attend-

ance are longer than those of the elementary school. Inasmuch

as the selection of the participants was based on attendance,

the latter was considered important as a factor in the study.

An age-grade distribution chart was made early in the

study of the pupils in the high school. This chart presents

data on the number of. (1) pupils in the school, (2) retarded

pupils, (3) pupils at the rtrmal grade level, and (4) pupils

wh& are accelerated in their grades. Data on the Latin-

American and Anglo-American pupils were recorded separately,

in order to facilitate comparison of the age-grade distribu-

tion of the two groups.

Attendance figures of the two groups of children were

then studied to determine how many pairs with the same attend-

ance were available for study. Compilation of the data re-

vealed that there were twenty-three pairs of pupils in the

high school who had attended school approximately the same

number of years. Thirteen of the pairs were boys and ten

pairs were girls.

With these pupils selected as a basis of the study, the

project was begun. Inasmuch as the purpose of the study was

to compare the achievements of pupils who had had the advantage
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of similar educational opportunities, the measurement program

covered only the status of the pupils in the school year

1950-51, the pupils themselves not being aware of the study.

A testing program designed to yield knowledge of the individ-

ual differences of all the pupils was undertaken. This in-

cluded intelligence tests, personality tests, socio-economic

tests, and achievement tests. The data on the selected pairs

were than separated for comparison.

Attention was also given to the participation of the

pupils in the school program, for, according to Manuel, the

Latin-American pupil wants to participate in normal life sit-

uations and in recreational activities.5 A check was made of

the school program to determine differences, if any, between

the groups in these respects; case studies were made in several

instances wherein more detailed comparisons were possible.

In the presentation of the data, the study is divided

into four parts: (1) an introductory chapter outlining, (a)

the significance of the study, (b) its purpose, (c) limitations,

(d) source of data, (e) method of procedure, and (f) related

studies; (2) a chapter presenting the historical background

of the study; (3) presentation of the d'ta on the selected

groups of pupils; and (4) a summary of the conclusions reached

in the study, with suggestions for further study in the field.

5lbid.
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Related Studies

No similar studies comparing the achievements of Latin-

American and Anglo-American pupils on the basis of attendance

over a period of years with equal educational opportunities

hpxe been made as far as can be ascertained by the investi-

gator. However, there have been a number of studies of the

problem of the Latin-American child in the schools, and some

of these are pertinent to the present thesis.

Several of these studies have been mentioned already.

In addition, in order to determine the extent to which the

public schools in Texas meet accepted educational standards

with regard to Latin-American children, the State Department

of Education and the University of Texas co-operated in

1943-44 in making a study of the problems of the Spanish-

speaking child of school age.6

The findings of the study were based on figures for the

1942-43 school year, taken from reports of school superin-

tendents submitted on a voluntary basis. Replies were re-

ceived from 75 percent of the common school districts and 76.6

percent of the independent districts, in which were included

79.26 percent of the total number of Latin-American scholastics

in the state. The tabulated reports of these superintendents

revealed that only 53 percent, or approximately 138,000,

Latin-American children were enrolled in the public schools

6Little, 2. cit.
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of Texas during that year. Of that number 128,123, about

equally divided between boys and girls, were enrolled in the

elementary grades, first through eighth.7 The proportion of

withdrawals is indicated by the fact that during the period

of study 37,000 Latin-American children were shown to be en-

rolled in the first grade, with only 19,000 in the second

grade. Enrollment in the eighth grade had dropped to less

than 6,000.

The State Department of Education made a follow-up study

regarding the year 1943-44, and it broke down the statistical

data to show total White enumeration, number of Latin-Americans

included in the enrollment, average daily attendance of Latin-

Americans, and the number of Latin-Americans not being pro-

moted each year. The percentage enrolled, the percentage in

average daily attendance, or percentage able to be promoted

in each year were found to be very low. The major conclusion

reached was that something was radically wrong with the Latin-

American children, or with the tools and methods of instruc-

tion provided for them, or with the psychological factors and

cultural attitudes involved in the situations

These studies are valuable as background material for

the present study. They present the outstanding problems

7 lbid.

Statewide Survey of Enumeration, Enrollment, Attendance,
and gress of Latin-Aerican Children n Texas ScEq Fs,

letin of the SEatI Department Euca tion, p. 6.
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confronting Texas educators in regard to Latin-American pu-

pils in school. Other studies deal with the causes of the

situation and with suggested measures for remedying it. For

example, James, in 1941, made a study of the health, social

conditions, and educational opportunities of the Latin-Amer-

ican children in the Sonora, Texas, Independent School and

offered suggestions for improvement.9 She concluded that

general living conditions of the Latin-Americans were of a

low standard, that a feeling of race-prejudice hampered ef-

forts to improve living conditions of the Latin-American

people, that usually the Latin-American was a member of a

low-wage earning group, and the school curriculum was not ad-

justed to the needs of the Latin-American children. The curric-

ulum was found to be especially deficient in art, music,

physical education, and vocational training.

Sorrells, in additionin 1948, made a survey of the

present status of Latin-American education in the Lower Rio

Grande Vslley where the population is preponderantly of Span-

ish descent,10 His findings on the status of the Latin-Amer-

ican pupils coincided very closely with those of the study

Helen James., "How Health, Social Conditions, and Edu-
cational Opportunities of the Mexican Children in the Sonora
Independent School May be Improved" (Unpublished Master's
thesis, Department of Education, North Texas State College,
1941).

1 0 L. E. Sorrells, "A Survey of the Present Status of
Latin-American Education in the Lower Rio Grande Valley"
(Unpublished Master's thesis, Department of Education, North
Texas State College, 1948).
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made by Little in 1942-43.11 One of the major contributing

fTctors, he found, was that of poor attendance. He attributed

much of the grade failure in the schools to this factor.

Finally, Jolly, in 1948-49, made a study of factors in-

fluencing grade failure in the Wichita Falls Public Schools,

comparing enrollment and scholastic achievement at that time

with the findings of a similar study made ten years previous

to that time.12 During that period, he concluded, the living

conditions of the Latin-American people, due to more stabi-

lized employment, had materially improved, and as a consequence,

the percentage of attendance and grade achievement had increased

among the Latin-Americans in the school. Jolly's study is

very closely related to the present one in that attention is

given to the part that attendance has played in increasing

academic achievement. It differs from the present study, how-

ever, in that it is less specific in its attention to the im-

mediate problem of attendance and equalized educational oppor-

tunities.

11
Little, o2. cit.

12'
C. A. Jolly, "A Study of the Attendance and Achieve-

ment of Latin-American Children in the Wichita Falls Public
Schools" (Unpublished Master's thesis, Department of Edu-
cation, -North Texas State College, 1948).



CHAPTER II

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

The two purposes of this chapter are: (1) to present

the historical background of the presence in Texas of large

numbers of Latin-American scholastics, and (2) to develop

an understanding of the factors that have operated to make

them a major problem in the schools of the state. Attention

is directed to the basic educational philosophy of the State

of Texas, to geographical and climatic conditions operating

to create a demand for unskilled labor in the Rio Grande Val-

ley, Pnd to socio-economic conditions in Mexico, the source

of the Latin-American immigrants.

One of the fundamental premises on which public education

in Texas is based is that "the general diffusion of knowledge

is essential to good citizenship and can be effectively se-

cured only by a state system of public instruction."t This

principle has been enunciated in the early and succeeding

Constitutions of Texas. Providing opportunities and facilities

for carrying the principle into an effective public-education

program for all the children in Texas has been, however, no

easy or altogether effective task. For example, one of the

A Report on the Adeqacy o f Texas Schools, p. 2.

10
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major drawbacks, especially within recent years, has been

the large number of children of Latin-American adults living

within the borders of the state. These children, in the

majority of instances, speak Spanish and present many problems

which have been difficult for the schools to solve.

Factors Influencing Immigration of
Latin-American People into Texas

Geographical and climatic conditions have contributed

greatly to the increasing number of Latin-American people in

Texas. The state adjoins Mexico and was once a part of that

country, and there have always been a number of Latin-Amer-

ican people in the bordering area. A demand for cotton

pickers on the sparsely-settled plains of Texas during World

War II first brought immigrants across the Rio Grande River

in considerable numbers, and the development of the valley

lands bordering the river increased the demand for workers.

The Rio Grande Valley lands are alluvial plains with

unusually fertile soil. Climate in the area is tropical in

nature, and, with few exceptions, crops can be grown through-

out the year. The average rainfall, however, is only 23.63

inches, end for a long time the lack of sufficient moisture

prevented the potentialities of the area for year-round crops

from being utilized. The building of a railroad into the area

in 1904 and the development of a system of irrigation canals

brought many and varied changes . Almost overnight a thorn-

brush wilderness was metamorphosed into the widely known
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"magic valley." Citrus fruit of all kinds and winter vege-

table gardens replaced the barren areas, and a new demand for

unskilled labor to work in the area was created.

The economic system prevalent in Mexico contributed to

the desire of the peons to migrate to the Northern neighbors'

labor areas. A large portion of the inhabitants of Mexico

are peons of very low economic status, and employment oppor-

tunities in that country are few. Indeed, over three hundred

years ago the economy of the country, as described by Faulkner,

was based upon the labor of 5,000,000 Indians ruled over by

some two hundred thousand Spaniards.2 The land at that time

was divided into great estates which carried with them the

services of the Indians, who were forced to till the soil,

work the mines, and tend the cattle; as in Europe in the Mid-

dle Ages the economic system was based upon great estates of

overlords and serfs, with an occasional town where some indus-

trial life existed. This economic system, Faulkner asserts,

has continued until the twentieth century. The average Mex-

ican peon has few opportunities for paid employment in his

native land and no chance to advance in the social scale.

The many and varied opportunities for employment across the

border have lured th-e in ever -increas ing numbers to immigrate

across the Rio Grande River. The result has been that in

2Harold Underwood Faulkner, American !PoUtical and
Social Histpry, p. 2.

VA
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1945 the number of Latin-Americans in Texas numbered more

than 1,000,000 people. 3

Some idea of the rapidity of growth of the Latin-American

population in the Rio Grande Valley may be gained by a survey

of population changes in Valley towns over the period extend-

ing from 1917 to 1947. Brownsville, the oldest town in the

area, had a population of 11,000 in 1917. Five other towns

had a population ranging from 2,000 to 3,000 inhabitants,

end four towns ranged in size from 500 to 900 inhabitants.4

In 1947 these same towns reported a phenomenal growth. Per-

centages of gain are shown in Table 1 as follows:

TABLE 1

PERCENTAGE OF GAINS IN POPULATION FROM 1917
TO 1947 IN TOWNS WITHIN THE LOWER

RIO GRANDE VALLEY

Town Percent of Gain

Brownsville . . . . . . . . . . . . 147.8

Donna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650.0

Edinburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1233.3

Harlingen . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29833
Kingsville. . . . . . . . . . . . . 566.6

McAllen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 690.0
Mercedes. * . . . . . . . . * . . . 430.0

Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248.0
Sn.n Benito............ 360.0

San Juan . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800.0

The Dallas Morning News, April 19, 1947, See*. I, p. 1.

4
Yearbook offthe Rio Grande Valle, 1947, p. 6.

%W
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The data in Table 1 show that all towns in the area

have had a phenomenal growth with one of the towns, Harlingen,

the locale of the present study, making the astonishing in-

crease of 2983.3 percent. While no statistics are available

of the percentages of population gain among the Latin-Amer-

icans in the towns, the trends are indicated in a study of

the percentages of Latin-American scholastics in the ten

towns for the years 1945 through 1947, inclusive. Data on

the percentages of Latin-American scholastics are shown in

Table 2.

TABLE 2

PERCENT OF LAIN-AMERICAN SCHOLASTICS ON THE
CENSUS ROLLS OF SCHOOLS IN NINE RIO GRANDE

VALLEY TOWNS, 1945-46, AND 1946-47

School Percent of Latin-American Scholastics on
System Census Rolls

1945-1946 1946-1947

Brownsville 70.0 70.0
Edinburg 60.0 65.0
Harlingen 52.2 55.5
Kingsville 60.0 60.0
Mercedes 65*0 65.0
Mission 80.0 81*0
McAllen 60.0 63.0
San Benito 77.0 78.0
San Juan 79.6 80.8

Average 65.9 68.7

tata obtained from records in county superintendent's
offices in Cameron County.
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Latin-American children, the data in Table 2 show, ex-*

ceed Anglo-American children by significant percentages in

the Rio Grande Valley towns. The Latin-American population,

indeed, it is evident from these data, is in excess of the

Anglo-Americans living in the area, and the percentage is

increasing.

This influx of the Latin-American people has been due

to a number of factors previously mentioned. The wide variety

of agricultural crops grown in the Valley requires little

skill in growing and harvesting; the Latin-Americans with

nothing but their labor to sell have made ideal workers in

the fields * Wages, even though they have been low compared

with those in industry, have been much greater than those

paid in Mexico. The workers have come across the border in

such numbers tht immigration quotas have been established

by the Federal Government. In spite of restrictions the

Latin-Americans manage to get across the border and the prob-

1em of "wetbacks, " as the illegal ent i4es are called, has

assumed national importance.5

Problem of Educating Latin-American
Pupils in Texas

The problem of providing free public schooling for the

large numbers of Latin-American children who come across the

border has been difficult. In the first place, the majority

5"Problem of the Wetbacks," Life Magazine, May, 1951,
p. 33.
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of the children speak Spanish and they enter school with a

language handicap. Also, the majority are in the low economic

brackets, due partly to discriminatory wage practices in in-

dustry and the fact that large numbers are employed largely

or exclusively in agriculture. Therefore, secondly, due to

the resulting poverty and low economic status of families,

many children are unable to attend school.

Thirdly, in mnny instances, the Latin-American families

migrate from one section of the country to the other in har-

vesting crops. Since they work as unskilled labor they have

no crops of their own to any extent and they follow the crop

harvest wherever it happens to be* The sugar-beet fields of

Utah and the sugar-cane fields of Louisiana alike are the

fields of labor, and many of them, therefore, have no perma-

nent home.

Children's advantages for education are hampered when

the family migrates. They do not remain in one community long

enough to attend school with any regularity. Furthermore,

the low economic status of the families causes poor living

conditions, unsanitary housing, crowding in small areas, and

high sickness rates. 6

As might be expected, Latin-American enrollment is low,

relatively speaking. More specifically, in a study made by

Manuel in 1930 it was found that only about 50 percent of

6Pauline Kibbe, Latin-Americans in Texas, p. 18.
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the Latin-American scholastics of Texas were enrolled in

any school.7 The average daily attendance was not more than

one-third the number of scholastics in the state; nearly one-

half of all the Latin-Americans enrolled were in the first

grade; and nearly three-fourths were in the first three grades.

Only three or four percent reached high school.

Comparative Achievements of Anglo-Americans
and Latin-American Pupils

The publication of Manuel's study called attention of

the people to the problem involved in educating the Latin-

American children. In the discussions that followed, many

different opinions were expressed. There were some who said

that the Latin-American child was inferior in mental ability

and could not learn regardless of attendance or living con-

ditions . Also, figures taken from school records in the

State Department of Education of Texas indicated disinterest

of the Latin-American people in education, the Twenty-Fifth

Annual Report of the State Department of Education revealing

that the Latin-American children did not attend school even

as much as the Negro children, another minority group low

in income status and social position.8 Manuel followed up

this study by an investigation of the attendance of Latin-

7
Manuel, "Spanish Speaking Children," Texas Outlook,

XIV (November, -1930), 21.

8Twent -Fifth Annual Report, State Department of Education,
Austin,TeXAs,98.
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Americans in secondary schools and colleges, finding that

only three to four percent attended high school, while eight

to ten percent of the Negroes continued through high school.

Further up the educational ladder a check of 38,538 college

students in Texas revealed that only 188 could be classified

as Latin-American, and thirty-four of these were residents

of Mexico attending college in Texas; yet the number of Negroes

attending college at the time of the survey was over 8,000.9

In spite of these figures there were some who maintained

tht the Latin-American child, given an even break with the

Anglo-American child in standard of living and in school at-

tendance, would make favorable progress in school. Kibbe,

in her book, Latin-Americans in Texas, maintained that the

Latin-American children had the same desires and ambitions

as the Anglo-American children and that in some Texas cities

where better housing and living conditions have been made

available and special facilities provided for the Latin-

American children in school the percentage of attendance has

increased and the number of failures in grades decreased. 1 0

Jolly, in a study of the attendance and achievement of Latin-

American children in the schools of Wichita Falls., Texas,

covering a period of ten years, bears out this finding, dis-

covering that the percentage of grade progress and attendance

9
Manuel, . cit., pp. 20-21.

10
Kibbe, . cit.
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had increased.11 Incidentally, he attributed this increase

to more stable employment of the heads of families, higher

economic status, and improved living conditions.

Changes in School Legislation

The Legisiature of Texas has also taken notice of the

lack of attendance of Latin-American scholastics in Texas

schools. Legislative statute in the beginning had based the

support of the schools by the state on a per capita basis,

school law providing that public schools be paid a certain

sum of money for each scholastic enumerated in the district

whether the child attended school or not.

For example, the total number of scholastics in the

Edinburg school district in the Rio Grande Valley in 1945-46

totaled 6,588 children. The enrollment in the public schools

for that year totaled only 4,308 pupils, a difference of

2,280 between scholastics and enrollment.12 The per capita

apportionment per scholastic for the year 1945-46 was $55.00,

which yielded the Edinburg school district the sum of $125,400

for children -Who, did not attend school for one day of the

year.

The criticism was made of the schools that little or no

effort was made by school officials to enforce the compulsory

11
Jolly, .2 cit.

12 Records of the State Department of Education of Texas,
1945-46.
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school law or to endeavor to interest the Latin-American

children in attending school. This was especially true in

the Rio Grande Valley towns where there were a large number

of these children in proportion to school facilities avail-

able f or use. Consequently, some change in Texas school laws

was advocated in order to alter this situation.

Two provisions in new school legislation altered the

situation in the Rio Grande Valley schools as well as in all

other Texas schools,. The Foundation School Program Act passed

by the Legislature in 1948 provided a new plan for financing

the free public schools of the state. One of the major changes

was provision for payment per pupil on the basis of attendance

rather than on enumeration as a scholastic in the district.

The other major provision was for equalization of funds be-

tween the poorer districts and those with ample resources

for the support of the public schools.

Public school officials were thus given an incentive for

endeavoring to get the Latin-American child to come to school.

The equalization fund made it possible for school districts

to build facilities to care for the large number of Latin-

American children hitherto not attending school. The problem

of educating all the Latin-American children consequently

presents a challenge to the school teachers of Texas. They

want to know whether the Latin-American child, given the same

opportunities and with regularity of attendance, is capable
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of acquiring an education or whether he is basically un-

interested in education and in self -improvement.

The present study grew out of this question. The Rio

Grande Valley schools, with their preponderance of Latin-

American pupils, are a fertile field for investigation and

experiment, providing opportunities for comparison and eval-

uation that should be valuable in planning for further edu-

cational work among the people who comprise a significant

percentage of the citizenship of the state. The investigator,

himself a teacher in the Rio Grande Valley school district,

undertook to compare the achievements of a selected number

of Anglo-American pupils and Latin-American pupils of similar

mental ability who had attended school for the same number

of years to determine differences, if any, when comparable

opportunities for education have been present.



CHAPTER III

FINDINGS CONCiNING THE DIFFERENCES IN ACHIEVE-

MEIT OF THE ANGLO-AD2RICANS AND LATIN-

AMERICANS IN THE SELECTED GROUPS

Material set forth in this chapter embraces four areas:

(1) a description of the Stuart Public School and the com-

munity is used to furnish background to the study of individ-

ual pupils; (2) an age-grade distribution chart shows the

number of children in the school, Anglo-Americans and Latin-

Americans and their age and grade equivalent; (3) data are

presented concerning comparison in school achievement of a

selected number of Anglo-American and Latin-American pupils;

(4) finally, an analysis of the data completes the areas

covered in the chapter.

Description of the Situation

The Stuart Public School, chosen as a typical school,

is located in Cameron County, Texas, and the school district

lines extend to those of Harlingen, one of the major Rio

GrfndeValley towns, now expanded in the direction of the Stuart

School until the school m'y be considered to be located in

the suburbs of the city. The area is, in reality, more urban

than rural.

22
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Harlingen has a population of approximately 25,000 people.

It is a major processing and shipping poin# for a large agri-

cultural area And has a number of industrial plants including

cotton oil mills, compress, quick-freezing plant, chair factory,

machine factory, and citrus and vegetable packing and canning

plants. The nreats economy, like that of many other nearby

communities, is bsed on the presence of an ample labor supply

of Latin-American workers who cultivate the fields and harvest

and pack the crops.

The economy in the Stuart School community differs from

that of Hnrlingen only in lesser density of population. There

are the extremes of wealth and poverty. Many of the business

people of Harlingen have their businesses in the city and have

their homes and acreage in the Stuart community. Farmers

comprise the chief population and approximately 65 percent of

the population are Latin-American farm workers. Every farmer

has a group of houses for the Latin-American people to live

in, buildings usually built close to a canal, their source of

water supply. As a rule, there are no sanitary facilities in

the homes of the workers.

Assessed valuation of the property in the Stuart School

district is slightly in excess of $2,000,000. There is one

wealthy Latin-American farmer in the community, but the large

majority of the Latin-American people own no property and are

dependent on the labcr of their hands for a living.

There is little fraternization between the Anglo-American

people and the Latin-American people from a social standpoit,
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but the educational opportunities provided for both races

are the same in the public schools. Latin-American children

have the opportunity, if they desire to do so, t6 acquire,

a full high-school education.

In a survey of the occupations of the Latin-American

parents in the Stuart School district, the following occupa-

tions were listed by the children:

1. Farm laborers 8. Construction laborers
2. Fruit pickers 9. Domestic workers
3. Fruit packers 10. Laundry workers.
4. Shed laborers 11. Dishwashers in cafes
5. Canning plants 12. Sales clerks
6. Tractor drivers 13. Railroad laborers
7. Citrus grove laborers 14. Mechanics

Unskilled labor, it is evident, is the main occupation

of the Latin-American people in the Stuart community of Can-

eron County, Texas. In contrast, the following occupations

were listed by the Anglo-American children in the school as

those of their parents:

1. Farmers 5. Teachers
2. Business men 6. Sales people
3. Doctors 7. Construction workers
4. Lawyers

The data indicate that a wide social gulf separates the

Anglo-American and Latin-American children in the Stuart

Public School. The school, however, makes no distinction in

the pupils in curriculum offerings or in opportunities to se-

cure a free public a6 hoo1 education. The facilities and a

staff of teachers are provided for all on the same basis.
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Number of Latin-American Children in
the Stuart School

The enrollment in the Stuart Public School in Cameron

County, Texas, totaled 555 pupils in 1950-51. Data in Table 3

show the number of pupils in each grade of Anglo-American and

Latin-American children.

TABLE 3

NUAIBER OF ANGLO-AMERICAN AND LATIN-AMERICAN PUPILS
IN STUART PUBLIC SCHOOL BY GRADES IN 1950-51.

Grade Anglo-American Latin-American
Pupils Pupils

1 20 113
2 21 56
3 30 33
4 22 22
5 20 19
6 21 18
7 16 13
8 20 10
9 16 15

10 20 8
11 16 6
12 14 6

Total 236 319

The data in Table 3 show that the Anglo-American pupils

have a small variation in number from the first grade through

the twelfth. Thirty pupils were enrolled in the third grade,

the highest number in any grade, while the lowest number was

fourteen pupils in the twelfth grade. In contrast, there were

113 Latin-American pupils in the first grade; only six in the

twelfth.
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Age-Grade Distribution of the Pupils
in the Stuart High School

There were 101 pupils enrolled in the senior high school

department of the Stuart Public School. Table 4 shows the

age-grade distribution of the Anglo-American pupils and the

Latin-American pupils in the school.

TABLE 4

AGE-GRADE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUPILS IN THE SENIOR
HIGH SCHOOL OF THE STUART PUBLIC SCHOOL

0 
0 

rd 0d I0 10 r0 0

1 0

0 o 0 0r.0 . 0 0 0 0 r
0 H H 1H H qHH 4HH e sH H
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:P Oi H 2 H4.) q H W H 0E H 4 Ee

1 10 1 0

14 9 3 1 10 3

15 6 5 15 a 2, 23 7

16 5 3 3 1U 1 4 18 9

17 2 1 2 3 3 8 2 12 9

18 1 1 2 1 2 3

19 1 2 3

20

Total16 15 20 8 16 6 14 6 66 35



27

If a child enters school at the age of six years and

annually progresses one grade, the normal rate of progress,

he will be fourteen years old when he begins ninth-grade

work. If he is older than this, he is over-age; if younger,

under-age. As shown in the data in Table 4, nine of the

sixteen Anglo-American pupils in the ninth grade were four-

teen years of age, the normal age, while one pupil was under-

age, and six were fifteen years old, which made them over-

age. Of the fifteen Latin-American pupils in the ninth grade,

twelve were over-age. Data in Table 5 show percentages of

pupils in age classifications.

TABLE 5

PERCENTAGE OF PUPILS OVER-AGE, tUNDER-AGE, AND
NORMAL AGE IN THE STUART HIGH SCHOOL

Grade Percent Percent Percent
Under-age Normal-age Over-age

Anglo Latin Anglo Latin Anglo Latin

Ninth 6.25 0 56.25 20.0 37.50 46.1
tenth 5.55 0 72.15 20.0 22.3 80.0
Eleventh 12.50 0 68.75 16.3 18.75 93.4
Twelf th 28.56 0 57.12 33.2 14.32 66.8

Total
Average 13.21 0 63.57 22.37 23.21 71.5

The data in Table 5 indicate significant differences

between the Anglo-American pupils and the Latin-American

pupils in percentages of over-ageness in their grades. None

of the Latin-American pupils were under-age, while only

agagamomm
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22.37 percent were normal-age, and 71.5 percent were over-

age. In contrast, 63.74 percent of the Anglo-American pupils

were normal-age, and only 23.21 percent were over-age. The

greatest percentage of over-age Latin-American pupils was

in the eleventh grade, and the greatest percentage for the

Anglo-Americans in this category was in the ninth grade.

These data are in conformity with that developed in related

studies in the field of Latin-American education regarding the

ages of pupils in the public schools.

Data on Selected Pupils

_, , and intelligence score.--Twenty-three pairs

of pupils from the Stuart High School were selected for com-

parison in the present study. Ten of the pairs were girls

and thirteen were boys. The pupils were selected on the basis

of comparable attendance in the public schools and on metal

ability. In order to study the pupils from all angles a com-

prehensive testing program including achievement, intelligence.,

personality, and socio-economic tests waso conducted. In ad-

dition to data from these areas, the extra-curricUar activi-

ties of the pupils were also surveyed. Four case studies

supplemented the statistical data.

Data on the age, grade, and intelligence scores of the

selected pairs of boys and girls in the Stuart High School

Statewide Surve of Enumeration, Enrollment Attendance,
and Progress of Latin-American Children in Texas Schools,
M1lin,7ateI itmento Education Te a7s, 1941-44, p.6.
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are shown in Table 6. No significant differences were de-

veloped in the study in these areas of testing. 2
The average

TABLE 6

AGE, GRADE, AND INTELLIGENCE SCORE OF TEN PAIRS OF GIRLS
AND THIRTEEN PAIRS OF BOYS, ANGLO-AMERICAN AND

LATIN-AMERICAN, IN THE STUART HIGH SCHOOL

Pair Age Grade Intelligence Score

Anglo Latin Anglo Latin Anglo Latin

1 16 16 12 10 121 93
2 14 14 9 9 99 97
3 14 15 9 9 101 92
4 14 15 9 9 100 98
5 16 16 11 9 115 99
6 17 17 12 11 106 101
7 15 15 9 9 113 100
8 15 15 9 9 97 104
9 15 16 10 9 97 89

10 16 16 11 10 101 101

Aver. 15.2 15.6 10.1 9.4 105 97.4

Boys

1 16 16 11 11 107 87
2 13 14 9 9 112 100
3 16 17 11 10 107 87
4 14 14 10 9 119 94
5 17 17 12 11 115 91
6 15 17 10 a 109 86
7 15 15 10 10 101 102
8 16 16 11 10 120 97
9 15 15 10 10 99 104

10 17 18 12 12 103 103
11 15 15 9 9 89 110
12 17 17 10 l1 87 112
13 16 16 10 9 93 92

Aver. 15.53 15.8 10.4 9.8 104.7 97.3

2 General Achievement Tes ts, Gray-Votaw-Rogers.
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age of the Anglo-American girls in the four grades was shown

to be 15.2 years, while that of the Latin-American girls was

15.6 years. The latter were a few points below the former

in average grade and intelligence quotients, but the differences

are small. The average intelligence score of the Anglo-Amer-

ican girls was 105, but four of the Latin-American girls had

intelligence scores of over one hundred points. The lowest

intelligence rating in the latter group was eighty-nine, while

the correspondingly lowest rating of the other group of girls

was ninety-seven. The data indicate that these girls of dif-

ferent races who had attended school approximately the same

number of years and who had comparable intelligence quotients

were similar in age and grade levels.

Practically the same analysis can be made of the data on

the age, grade, and intelligence scores of the selected pairs

of Anglo-American and Latin-American boys. The average age

was 15.53 years for the male Anglo-Americans and 15.8 years

for the male Latin-Americans. Average grade levels were 10.4

and 9.8 respectively. Eight of the Anglo-American boys had

intelligence quotients of over one hundred points, and the

average score was 104.7. The Latin-American boys had an aver-

age intelligence score of 97.3, and one boy in this group had

an intelligence quotient of 87, which was the lowest for any

pupil selected for the study. The greatest difference in the

two groups, it is indicated, was in the area of intelligence
where the Anglo-American girls surpassed the Latin-Americans

A
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by 7.6 points, and the Anglo-American boys surpassed the boys

in the other group by 7.4 points. These test results, of

course, cannot be accepted as conclusive nor as an adequate

appraisal of the intelligence of the two groups. No one type

of information and, hence, no one method of securing it, is

adequate.3 However, the intelligence test selected, as well

as the other tests, was a standard test developed by educa-

tional workers, and the results from it may be considered as

problematical, if not conclusive in nature. For purposes of

comparison, some measurement was desired and this method was

chosen as one believed to be as adequate as any test available

for the purpose.

Achievement of Angio-American pupils and Latin-American

puils .--English, spelling, reading, social studies and arith-

metic were the subject areas used in testing for achievement.

The General Achievement Test for these areas was administered

and data from the results were compared. These data are shown

in Table 7 for the selected pairs of girls and boys.

Certain patterns are apparent in the data on pupil achieve-

ment as presented in Table 7. For example, the average achieve-

ment score of the Anglo-American girls was a few points over

that of the Latin-American girls in all subject areas except

arithmetic. In this area, the Latin-American girls had an

average score of seven points more than the other group of

3
Leslie L. Chisholm, GuidiZn Youth in the Secondary

School,, p. 233.
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girls. The Latin-American boys surpassed the Anglo-American

boys 9.4 points in this subject area. The Anglo-American

boys surpassed the Latin-American boys in English by two

points, but fell below them in average scores in other sub-

ject areas. Differences, however, were not pronounced ex-

cept in the subject of arithmetic. The Latin-American boys

and girls seem to surpass the other group in arithmetic achieve-

ment.

A study of individual scores of the pupils reveals some

interesting data. In Pair 7, according to data shown in Table 6,

the boys were the same age, were in the same grade, and had

only one point difference in favor of the Latin-American boy

in intelligence quotients. In the data on their achievement

in subject areas, the Latin-American boy surpassed the Anglo-

American boy by one point in reading and thirteen points in

arithmetic, while the Anglo-American boy surpassed the other

boy by one point in English and one point in the social studies.

The achievement scores in spelling were the same. Evenly

matched in age, grade and intelligence, the data indicate

that the achievements showed very little difference except in

arithmetic. The Latin-American boys in Pairs 11 and 12 had

intelligence scores of 110 and 112 respectively, while the

Anglo-American boys had scores of 89 and 87 respectively, in

this area (Table 6). Reference to the data in Table 7 shows

that the greatest differences in achievements among the group
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occur with these pairs with the Latin-American boys greatly

surpassing the Anglo-American boys in all subject areas.

The overall conclusion reached from a study of the data

on achievement was that the Latin-American pupils showed no

marked inferiority to the Anglo-American pupils, surpassed

them in some areas, and kept pace with them in others.

Data on personally tests.--The California Test of 'Per-

sonaliywas administered to the selected pairs of pupils

participating in the study. Results of these tests are shown

in Table 8.

The data in Table 8 show many similarities. The average

personality score of the Anglo-American girls was 127.8;and

that of the boys was 122.2, a difference of 5.6 points in

favor of the girls. In the Latin-American group of pupils,

the average personality score for the girls was 118.6, while

that for the boys was 118.5, a difference of 0.1 points in

favor of the girls. In both instances, there was little dif-

ference among the boys and girls of the two groups, but the

Anglo-American girls surpassed the Latin-American girls 9.2

average points, and the Anglo-American boys surpassed the

Lratin-American boys 3.7 average points. Both;groups, however,

ranked high in their ratings in personality, and there were

no wide differences recorded. There was a greater difference

in the personality scores of the two groups than in any other

area.
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TABLE 8

PERSONALITY RATINGS OF SELECTED PAIRS OF PUPILS
PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY

Personality Score Personality Score
Pair Anglo-American Latin-American

Girls

1 129 121
2 130 111
3 129 119
4 127 120
5 132 116
6 130 128
7 131 119
8 123 119
9 120 112

10 127 121

Average 127.8 118.6

Boys

1 124 124
2 113 116
3 131 112
4 125 110
5 132 117
6 124 108
7 129 129
8 131 129
9 116 121

10 130 117
11 116 126
12 109 119
13 119 113

Average 122.2 118.5

Data on socio-economic status.--A Social-Economic Stand-

ard Test was administered the group of pupils participating

33in the Study. Results of' the tests are shown in Table 9.
3 gc ad Soci-Ecoomic Status , Sixmis .

mmmoloollow" .1-M -- -- , moll, 1180-Im - - mummmum
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TABLE 9

SOCIO-ECONOMIC TEST OF THE ANGLO-AMERICAN BOYS
AND GIRLS AID THE LATIN-AMERICAN BOYS AND

GIRLS PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY

Socio-Economic Status Socio-Economie Status
Pairs Anglo-Americans Latin-Americans

Girls

93
2 83 88
3 83 81
4 85 87
5 92 81
6 90 80
7 90 82
8 89 81
9 92 77

10 91 87

Average 88.8 82.7

Boys

1 89 83
2 82 8$
3 90 76
4 84 82
5 92 74
6 83 89
7 88 81
8 92 87
9 84 80

10 83 90
11 81 82
12 71 83
13 76 76

Average 85.7 82.3

The data in Table 9 show no significant differences in

the socio-economic test of the Anglo-American boys and girls

and the Latin-American pupils participating in the study.

The average scores for the girls were 88.8 and 82.7
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respectively, a difference of 6.1 points in favor of the

Anglo-American girls. Average scores for the boys were 85.7

and 82.3 respectively, a difference of 3.4 points in favor of

the Anglo-American boys. Average scores., in each instance,

were a little less for the boys than for the girls. No Anglo-

American girl scored less than eighty points, and only one

Latin-American girl had less than this score. Two of the

Anglo-American boys and three Latin-American boys had scores

of less than eighty points, add no low scores were registered

in either group.

Ectra-eurricular activities of the ect pupils.--

Attention was also directed to the extra-curricular activities

of the selected pupils participating in the study. Data in

Table 10 show the recorded other-interests of the pupils out-

side the academic areas of the school.

While the total number of outside interests participated

in by the boys ,nd girls in the study do not reveal the ex-

tent of participation, they do indicate the types of activities

prevalent among the pupils. The total number of activities

listed f or the girls in both groups was twenty-seven. Choral

club' and pep squad activities were dominant among the Anglo-

American group of pupils; home economics, Spanish clubs,

and choral club activities were among the most prominent ones

f or the Latin-American girls. Little interest was indicated

in athletics on the part of the Anglo-American girls; only
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TABLE 10

OTHER INTERESTS OF THE SELECTED PUPILS
PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY

Other Interest Other Interests
Pair J Anglo-American Latin-Americam

Girls

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Choral Club
Pep Squad

Cheer Leader
Dramatics
Choral Club
Volley Ball

Home Economics
Choral Club
Pop Squad

Home Economics

Head Cheer Leader
Volley Ball,
Dramatics
Art

Dramatic Club
Pep Squad
Art

Pep Squad
Home Economics
Art

Pep Squad
Home Economics
Art

Home Economics

Art
Spanish Club

Volley Ball
Soft Ball
Pep Squad

Spanish Club
Class Secretary

Choral Club
Pep Squad
Music

Pep Squad
Choral Club
Dramatics
Volley Ball
Home Economics

Home Economics
Spanish Club
Soft Ball

Home Economics
Spanish Club
Pep Squad

Home Econonics
Spanish Club



TABLE 10--Continued

Other Interes ts I Other Interests
Pair Anglo-American j Latin-American

Girls

10 Choral Club Sof t Ball
Cheer Leader Volley Ball
Dramatics Dramatics
Class Secretary Choral Club

Total 27 27

Boys

vocational Ag.
FFA

Football
Class President
Vocational Ag.
FFA

Football,
FFA
Class President
Track

Debate
Dranmati cs

Football
FFA

FFA
Basketball

Football
Baseball
Vocational Ag.
FFA

Baseball
Basketball
Spanish Club

Football
Baseball

Track

Baseball

Baseball

FFA
spanish Club

Basketball
Track
Dramatics

1I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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TABLE 10--Continued

Other Interests I Other Interests
Pair Anglo-American Latin-American

Boys

9 Basketball
Track
Dramatics
Captain Baseball Team

10 Debate Track
President FFA Football
Dramatics Basketball

FFA
Class President

11 Football
Baseball
Choral Club
Class President

12 Basketball
Track
Pres. Spanish Club

15

Total 19 3

two girls in the selected group played volley ball. Three of

the Latin-American girls played volley ball and three played

soft ball.

The Latin-American boys were much more active in other

interests than the Anglo-American boys of the study. Only

nineteen activities were listed for the thirteen boys, while

a total of thirty-threewere listed for the Latin-American

boys. The latter were very active in all types of athletics.
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Three Anglo-American boys played football, but no other ath-

letics except track and basketball were shown. Five Anglo-

American boys and one Latin-American boy did not participate

in any outside interests. Four of the Latin-American boys

played football, sayan played baseball, and five took track.

One of these boys was captain of the football team and an-

other was class president.

The data on other interests of the selected pairs of

pupils indicate that interests among the girls are about

equal but that the Latin-American boys have more varied and

wider interests than the Anglo-American boys. Participation

of the Latin-American pupils indicates that they are accepted

by the group and that they are an integral part of the school

life and activities.

Analysis of the Data from Comparative Study of
Anglo-American and Latin-American Pupils

Ten pairs of girls and thirteen pairs of boys of com-

parable school attendance and mental ability from the Stuart

Senior High School were selected for special study in this

investigation, but other factors were included in the study:

(1) socio-economic status in the community, (2) occupational

status of the parents, and (3) total school enrollment and

age-grade distribution of the pupils in the high school.

A survey of the school district developed the informa-

tion that there were wide differences in the socio-economic
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status of the Anglo-Americans and the Latin-Americans in the

area. An occupational census of the parents taken by the

school showed that the latter were almost altogether in the

unskilled labor class, while the Anglo-Americanmparents were

landowners in almost all instances.

Over one-third of the total Latin-American enrollment

in the school was in the first grade. There were only thirty-

five Latin-American pupils in the high school in contrast to

sixty-six, Anglo-Americans. The enrollment of the latter was

much more stable than that of the Latin-Americans, with a pre-

ponderance of pupils in the primary grades and a gradual de-

crease in enrollment as the grade level increased.

The data on the selected pairs of pupils included studies

of their ages, grade levels, intelligence scores, achievement

scores, personality ratings, socio-economic status, and a sur-

vey of extra curricular activities or other interests of the

pupils. Data developed regarding the ages of the pupils showed

that 20 percent of the Latin-Americans in the ninth and tenth

grades were of normal-age, 16.3 percent of the eleventh grade

were normal-age and 33.2 percent of the twelfth grade were in

that category. In contrast, the percentages of Anglo-American

pupils in the high school who were normal-age ranged from a

low of 56.25 in the ninth grade to a high of 72.15 in the

tenth grade. None of the Latin-American pupils were under-age

but significant percentages were over-age whereas much smaller
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percentages of the Anglo-American children were over-age.

These findings are in line with data developed by other in-

vestigators in the f ield. 4

No significant differences were found in the intelligence

ratings of the pairs of selected pupils. The Anglo-American

boys and girls in both instances had average higher scores,

but no Latin-American child had an intelligence rating below

85, border line below which learning is difficult.5 From an

intellectual standpoint, then, the children were all capable

of normal school achievement, with the edge being slightly

in favor of the Anglo-American pupils.

More pronounced differences between the two groups were

evidenced in the results obtained from the personality tests.

Except for four Latin-American boys, the Anglo-American pu-

pils scored persistently higher ratings. The differences in

the ratings may have been caused by a lack of understanding

of the Latin-American pupils of some terms of the standard

personality test. As a usual rule, they are not as proficient

readers as the other groups of pupils due to language handi-

caps.6  In the opinion of the investigator, who was one of

the teachers of the group, the differences noted may well be

4 Little 2-c(it* i-,Ybbe, 2k cit., ManUal, 2. cit.

5,
Lewis M. Terman, Stanford-Binet Intelig2ne Test, p. 1.

6John G. Darley, Testing and Counselin in the g-
School Guidance Program, p. 77.
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attributed to difficulties in understanding instead of per-

sonality qualities. Both groups, however, ranked high in

personality ratings and showed no pronounced difficulties.

The socio-economic status of the Latin-American pupils

was lower than that of the matching Anglo-Americans but not

to any marked extent. Many of the Latin-American families

represented had been permanent residents of the district for

a long period of time, and even though they were not land-

owners, living conditions were better than the average Latin-

American laborer enjoyed. The socio-economic status of the

pupils, as indicated by the data developed in the study, did

not contain enough significant differences to hinder the pu-

pil in the learning process.

A review of the other interests of the selected pairs

of pupils revealed some interesting data from the standpoint

of Latin-American pupil accomplishments in school. A wide

variety of interests we represented. The girls of the study

showed few variations in other interests, although the Anglo-

American girls showed less interest in athletics. The Latin-

American boys, however, greatly surpassed the Anglo-American

boys in their participation in the so-called extra-curricular

activities. They were very active in athletics, playing in

all the major types of games offered by the school. Some

interest also was shown in vocational agriculture and in the

Future Farmers of America Club, but this was not very pro-

nounced. Athletics, it was indicated, was the favored "other

interest" by the majority of the boys.
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The data on the selected pairs of pupils, as a whole,

show no significant differences between the groups in grade

levels, or in achievement except in arithmetic. The Latin-

American pupils were more over-age than the ones in the

other group, but not to any extreme degree. The extent of

participation in other interests indicates that the Latin-

American pupils were a vital part of the life of the school.

Although the number of pupils tested was small and the study

was confined to only one school, the data developed on the

Latin-American pupils build hope and encouragement for Texas

teachers who are struggling with the problem of developing

democratic citizens out of the large numbers of Latin- American

children in the state. This particular group of children,

given the same opportunities as other children, respond in

achievement much the same as the average school child. There

are many teachers who believe that more favorable living con-

ditions and better school facilities for the Latin-American

people will be reflected in greater school attendance and

achievement.



CHAPTER IV

COMPARISONS OF DATA, CONCLUSIONS

AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A number of related studies were used in the present

investigation to supply background information and to pre-

sent data on the attendance and achievement of the Latin-

American child in the public schools. In comparing the

present study and its finding with these related studies,

a number of conclusions have been developed, and a number of

recommendations for improvement or further study formulated.

Comparisons of Findings Between Present
Study and Related Studies

The study made by Little in 1944 showed that the enroll-

ment in the primary grades of Latin-American children was

much higher than at more advanced levels, and that there were

almost twice as many pupils of this race in the first grade

as in the second grade, with enrollment figures of the eighth

grade being approximately only one-sixth as many as in the

first grade.1  The findings of this study substantiate the

figures listed by Little. More specifically, as shown in

Table 3, there were 113 Latin-Amer'ican pupils in the first

Page 6 of this study
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grade in the Stuart Public School; 56 in the second grade;

33 in the third grade; 22 in the fourth grade; and 19, 18,

13, 10, 15, 8, 6, and 6 respectively in grades five through

twelve.2  The enrollment of the Anglo-Americans varied only

slightly with 20 pupils in the first grade, and 14 in the

twelfth grade.

The sharp decline in the number of Latin-American pupils

from the first grade to the second in the Stuart Public.School

indicates a high percentage of failures and withdrawals at

this level. The very small percentage of pupils in the tenth,

eleventh, and twelfth grades indicates that the withdrawal

continues with advancing grade levels, and that only a very

small percentage of Latin-American pupils complete the regular

high school course of study. These are approximately the same

general conditions as described by Little in his study, p

ish-Speakini Children.

Causes of non-attendance and failure in grade progress

of the Latin-American child were studied by James in the

Sonora, Texas, Independent Schiool in 1941. The general liv-

ing conditions of the Latin-American people, she found, were

sub-standard, wages were low, and prejudice existed against

efforts to improve living conditions of the Latin-American

people.4 She concluded also that the curriculum of the

Page 24 of this study. 3Little . _cit

4Page 8 of this study.
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school was not adjusted to the needs of the Latin-American

child and was especially deficient in art, music, physical

education, and vocational courses.

The present study developed data similar to those of

James study in some instances. An occupational study of the

parents of the children in the Stuart High School, to be ex-

plicit, revealed that almost all the Latin-American parents

were unskilled laborers, while the Anglo-American children

came from homes of landowners, business men, and skilled

laborers.5 Housing conditions of the Latin-Americans in the

Stuart community were poor, with few sanitary facilities.

Little or no social relationships between the races existed

outside the school but, on the surface at least, there was

no discrimination practiced in the school. The curriculum

of the Stuart High School, too, showed improvement over that

of the Senora Public School as reported by James, with music,

art, and vocational courses being offered.

Sorrells' study made in 1948 corroborated very closly

the findings made by Little in his study in 1944 and the

findings of the present study. His study, along with others

and the present one, presents a picture of failure of the

public schools to hold the Latin-American child as a pupil

through the grades to any appreciable extent.

Page 23 of this study.
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Jolly's comparative study of the progress made by Latin-

American pupils in the Wichita Falls, Texas, Public Schools

in 1948 over a ten-year period presents some hope of improv-

ing the attendance and grade progress of these children.

During that period of time, he concluded, the living conditions

of the Latin-American people had materially improved and,

as a consequence, the percentage of attendance and grade

achievement of the pupils had increased. Better living con-

ditions and more stabilized employment, he concluded, had op-

erated to offset the conclusions hitherto advanced that the

Latin-American child had no incentive or desire to attend

school and could not make satisfactory progress when it did

attend.

The present study of the achievement of a group of Latin-

American pupils of comparable ability and like attendance

with a group of Anglo-American pupils in the Stuart High

School bears out the conclusions reached by Jolly in many in-

stances. The data as presented show that the Latin-American

children, in the Stuart school, even though they came from

sub-standard homes and poor living, conditions, compared favor-

ably in achievement in subject matter of the curriculum and

in so-called extra-curricular activities, surpassing the

Anglo-Americans in some instances.

&Page 9 of thisstudy. 7 Page 42 of this study.
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The inference of this study is that the Latin-American child

can and will learn in the public schools if he attends regu-

larly and the curriculum is adjusted to his needs. The high

percentage of failure or withdrawals throughout the school

system, however, indicates that the school as yet is far from

solving the problem of educating all the Latin-American chil-

dren in the community.

Conclusions

1. Although the public schools of Texas have the respon-

sibility of educating all the children in the state, attend-

ance figures and grade-progress reports of Latin-American

pupils indicate that this responsibility has not been met.

2. The school teachers of Texas are not unaware of the

situation; numerous studies have been made of factors causa-

tive in the situation, and state legislation has been passed

seeking to increase attendance figures of the Latin-American

children in the public schools.

3. The findings of different studies indicate that poor

living conditions and sub-standard wages in non-stationary

types of work are the chief cause of non-attendance of the

Latin-American child in school; in areas where living conditions

have been improved and more stable employment offered, the

Latin-American child has shown decided improvement both in

school attendance and grade-progress.
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4. The findings of the present study coincide with many

of those of the other investigations:: (1) a high percentage

of the high school Latin-American pupils was found to be over-

age, while the Anglo-Americans had a very low percentage of

over-ageness; (2) parents of the Latin-American pupils had

the occupational status of unskilled labor; (3) housing con-

ditions of these people were substandard with few sanitary

facilities; and (4) a high percentage of failure in grade-

progress and withdrawal from school over a twelve year period

was indicated.

5. The data as developed in the study of a selected

group of Latin-American pupils in comparison with another

group of Anglo-Americans of comparable school attendance and

mental ability show that (I) the age and grade levels of

these children of different races were similar where they had

attended school approximately the same number of years and

had comparable intelligence quotients; (2) the Latin-American

pupils show no marked inferiority to the Anglo-American pu-

pils, surpassing them in some areas, and keeping pace with

them in others; and (3) the D tn-American boys in particular

are more active in other interests outside subject-iuatter

areas than the Anglo-American boys. These data bring forth

the conclusion that the average Latin-American child has

the ability to learn and progress in school (t) -it he attends

regularly and (2) if the curriculum is adapted to his needs.
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6. The data presented on the selected group pf Latin-

American pupils show that they participate enthusiastically

in "other interests"in the school and that they enroll in

the art classes and in vocational courses. These findings

yield the conclusion that there is a need for enrichment of

the curriculum of the public schools in areas where a variety

of courses are not offered. Latin-American people have a

critical need for improvement of their living conditions and

Texas schools, by offering vocational courses providing

training in skills and home improvement, have an opportunity

to help the Latin-American people help themselves.

7. Although the findings of the present study were based

on a highly selected group of Latin-American pupils in ad-

vanced grade levels, the overall picture presented of the

grade enrollment and withdrawal figures of the entire school

indicates a need for further concerted study regarding the

education of the Latin-American children in the community.

Recommendations

1. Further study should be made by schools with prepon-

derant Latin-American scholastics to determine cause of the

large number of withdrawals of ppils and failures in grade-

progress, especially at the first-grade level. The data de-

veloped in this study and by others indicate that the Latin-

American child, if he be kept in school, can make satisfactory

progress; consequently, the problem should be attacked at its
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base, the primary grades, where the large percentages of

withdrawals and failures occur.

2. A comparative study should be made of school attend-

ance and achievement of Latin-American children in areas

where housing conditions are standard (as in government hous-

ing projects in El Paso, Dallas, and San Antonio), 4nd of at-

tendance and achievement where no provisions have been made

for improved living conditions. Such studies, it is believed,

should yield valuable data in two specific areas: (1) regard-

ing the extent to which living conditions affect attendance

and achievement in school, and (2) concerning a school program

of parent education for the improvement of living conditions

among these people.

3. Because of the numerous and complex problems of Latin-

American education, it is felt that further investigation in

a large number of similar and different communities should be

made to substantiate or disprove these Latin-AAmerican gains

and losses as compared with Anglo-Americans.
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