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CHAPTER I
IRTRODUCTION

During the rise of national democracy in the United
States women asserted claims to rights and privileges de-
nled them in law and custom, From the time of the American
Revolution women had been active in public as well as pri-
vate affairs. They had not only carried on domestiec in-
dustries that fostered national Independence; they had
written and printed pamphlets, tracts, poems, and plays in
support of the Revolution; they had organized boycotts
against British goods and participated in essential work
throughout the war agalinst Britain, They had expressed
Oplnions respecting the course Of events at the conclusion
of the war; and forceful women had objected to the way in
which men proposed to monopolize voting and lawmaking in

the nation whose interests women were promoting and defengd-

ing.l

At the turn of the nineteenth century, woman's intep-
ests and activities were bounded by her home. Mary Woll-

stonecraft had published Vindlcation of the Rights of Women

Icharles A, Beard ang Mary R. Beard, A Basic History
of the United States, p. 216.




in 1792, but universal opinion continued to regard women
as unfitted by nature for exercise of the higher mental
processes. The first clear-cut and dramatic protest
against such ideas came when Frances Wright of Scotland
took up residence in the United States. FHer championship
of labor, of public education, and of gradual emancipa-
tion of the slave was no less ardent than her devotion to
woman's rights.2

The years 1833 and 1834 mark a turning point for women,
They crossed the threshold into the world's activities,
In 1833, women were admitted to Oberlin College, the first
institution of higher learning to accept them. The re-
fusal to admit women to the existing antislavery socileties
or even to permit them to speak in public, led the women
abolitionists to form a national organization of their own
in 1834, It was on September 18, 1834, that there appeared
the first permanent women's club, the ladies'! Educational
Soclety of Jacksonville, Illinois. This ¢lub was organ-
ized for the purpose of educating girls to be teachers.3

There were a few women who were trail blazers in fur-

thering the issues of antislavery, temperance, and woman's

2

g Merle Curti, The Growth of Ameriean Thought, pp. 384~
3385,

3401dest Club Has 100tn Birthday,” The Clubwoman, XIV
(January, 1934),
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rights, Angelina and Sarah Grimke, South Carolina aristo-
crats, had become converted to Quakerism and abolitlonism,

Angelina Grimke was the first woman to address a public

meeting.4

Our idea of the early suffragists 1s somewhat pat-
terned on a few leaders who were a bit angular and hard,
not to say masculine, but ILucy Stone, an early suffragist,
in no way resembles these, The mention of her hame to most
people only brings a smile, as she thought a married woman
ought to keep her own name, But there were not so many
smlles for women in those days not so very long ago, when
they had no rights even in their own children; when a col-
lege education and the learned professions were closedto
them; when a woman lecturer was a disgrace, Lucy Stone
showed spirit when she refused to write a commencement es-
say because she would not be allowed to read it.5

Nowhere did conservative reslistance to change display
1tself in a more ludicrous 1light than in the arguments
against women's suffrage.6 The most profound treatise on
women's rights was Margaret Fuller's Womsn in the Nine-

teenth Century. 1In this book, Margaret Fuller brought

*Curt1, op. eit., p. 385,

m—————

5Cornelia Spencer Ilove, Famous Woman of Yesterday amd
Today, p. 7. T —

6Ralph Volney Harlow, Stopy of America, p. 343,
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together virtually all the arguments in behalf of the full
development of women as individuals.’

The refusal of the World's Antislavery Convention in
London, in 1841, to admit American women delegates caused
two of them, Tucretls Mott and Elilzabeth Cady Stanton, to
launch a formal women's rights movement on theip return to
America, Their propaganda was set forth in the Declara-
tion of Sentiments issued in 1848 at the Seneca Falls Con-
vention, This declaration paraphrased the Declaration of
Independencezin indicting men for their tyrannies over
women, Notwithstanding great opposition, the advocates of
women's rights continued to hold conventions, to agitate
for the revision of state laws affecting their rights over
property, and in addition to demand full political, eco-
nomle, and cultural rights.8 But In spite of the reason-
ableness of'their cause, the women had %o wailt until after
the Civil War to see it gain any real headway.9

In the meantime, women leaders had concentrated their
efforts on Winning equal rights for the Negro, Susan B,

Anthony was one of these leaders, From 1852 she had been

Tourt1, op. o1t., p. 387.

81bid., p. 386,

9H8.1“J.OW, op. Git., 2. 343l
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one of the leading spirits in every women's rights conven-
tion, and from 1857 to 1866, Miss Anthony was also an agent
and faithful worker in the antlslavery cause until the Ne-
gro was free,1C Frances E, Willard was another woman who
left the world a legacy of accomplishmant.ll She was the
founder of the World Women's Christian Temperance Unlon,
organized in 1874, and became the first president of the
National Council of Women which was organized in 1888.
Frances Willard was a person with a broader outlook than
the hatchet~swinger, Carrie Nation. Her recognition of the
right to birth control and the need of woman suffrage
swelled the ranks of hep followers,12

Elizabeth and Emily Blackwell were the spilritual
sisters of Mary Wollstonecraft, It was by sheer force of
intellect and persistence that Elizabeth Blackwell gained
recognition as a doctor. The Blackwell sisters found it
necessary to establish their own hospital in order to ob-

tain hospital opportunities.l3

10Phebe A. Hanaford, Women of the Century, p. 367.

11Gamaliel Bradford, Portraits of American Wonen,
p. 225,

12

Mary R, Beard, America through Women's Eyes, P. 304,

B1b1a., pp. 372-373.




Other pioneer women were: Ann Wilkins, first mission-

ary; Sarah Josepha Hale, editor of Godey's Lady's Book;
Ellzabeth Cady Stanton, suffragist; Antoinette B, Blackwell,
first woman ordained a minister; Anna Howard Shaw, physi-
elan, clergyman, suffraglst; Iinda Richards, first graduate
trained nurse in the United States; Mary E, Kenney, first
woman to organize trade unions among women; and Jennle June
Croly, the founder of Sorosis,

There are contrary opinions as to the date of the forma-
tion of the first women's e¢lub in the United States, but
the club movement, as it 1is understood today, took tangible
shape about 1866,1% Early in the century there had ap-
peared many organizations for charitable and missionary
work, but these early organizations seem to have been
auxiliaries to larger groups of men who were working to-
ward the same end. Not until the formation of the Woman's
Suffrage Association and the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union was there any distinet group of women with a national
or world-wide afflliation, working for a definite purpose
along perfectly independent lines.15

At about the middle of the nineteenth century women's

study clubs of various kinds sprang up like mushrooms all

1#Mar N
¥y I. Wbod The History of the General Federation
of Women's Clubs, Pp. 22-23,

151b14., pp. 30-31,




over the country.l6 There were independent c¢lubs; Brown-
ing clubs; Shakespeare clubs; clubs for art, literature,
and travel; and clubs for all kinds of culture, including
polite culture. As these club women gained culture and
Inowledge they began to see the necessity of a higher edu-
cation., They turned their attentiqn to practical needs,
such as better conditions, to aid the children, furthering
the 1nterests of the home, cleaning and beautifying streets
and towns; in short they became community conscious, 17
Among the ploneer women's clubs was the Sorcsis of New

York City, which was organized in 1868 by Jennie June Croly.
From year to year it atiracted many women of experience and
abllity, At a business meeting of this club in January,
1889, plans were discussed for a suitable celebration of
the date upon which Zorosis should reach its majority.18

At this meeting the members decided that the occasion be
| marked by a convention of all the women's clubs known to be
in existence, The Sorosis club sent a call to ninety-seven
¢lubs to meet them in convention'in March, 1890, There as-

sembled at that time, in Madison Square Theater, delegates

16Dwight L. Dumond, America in Our Time, p. 49,

17Be11 squire, The Woman Movement in America, p. 255,

Bood, op. cit., p. 27.




8

from sixty-one of these clubs, while letters were received
from six others.19 The reports from the individual clubs
revealed great similarity, Starting almost invariably
with a small band of congenial women who came together

for self-culture and intellectual lmprovement, such organi-
zations through the very exercise of these pursuits aroused
a thirst for knowledge along broader lines, The thoughts
of thelr members had turned from the old meaningless rou-
tine of social life into a wider, more stimulatihg inter-
est and participation in educational and civie affairs,

At this meeting a committee was appointed to make plans for
& permanent organization of all these women's clubs.2©
When plans were completed, the Ratification Convention was
held in April, 1890, at the Scottish Rite Hall, New York
City, with Sorosis again acting as the hostess ¢lub, There
were sixty-three delegates in all, representing seventeen
'states. These women banded themselves together to form

The General Federation of Women's Clubs, The purpose as
stated in the first biennial gathering was, that clubs
should adhere to the burpose of intellectual development
and recreation, and that the c¢lubs should serve as a'”rest-

ing place” from the regular absording activities of 1ife.21

19Ibid., pp. 31-32. 201pid., p. 4k,
2l1bid,, p. 50.
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The Federation had 20,000 members by the end of its second
Jear, and had increased its membership to 500,000 by 1905,
It had its committees on education, pure food, forestry
conservation, and a legislative comittee pressing for
Juvenile court laws and general security legislation for
Women and children., From this timorous beginning, the
General Federation has become a vast national and interna-
tional organlzation, with its over-all membership of some
16,500 clubs and 11,000,000 women,22

The organized woman's club movement spread into the
State of Pexas, Beginning as associations for self-culture
and intellectual development, the clubs were soon laying
the foundation for better condltions of living in their
communitles, Since Texas was largely in the ploneer stage
of development with widely separated communities, the women's
clubs in small centers became the nuecleii for civic improve-
ments.23 |

One of‘these small centers was the town of Galnesville,
Texas, with a population of about 6,000 in the year 1893,
That year the first women's elub in the town was organized
and named the Galnesville XLI Club, This elub helped form
the State Council of Women of Texas, formerly called the

2252311y McAdoo Clagett, Sixty Years of Achievement, p. 3,

23
Stella L, Christian History of the Texas Federation
of Women's Clubs, p, 4. —"
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Women's Congress, in 1894, which was three years before

the formation of the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs.

The Gainesville elub sent their president, Mrs, Ellen Krum,
ag a delegate to the first meeting of the Women's Council
held in Dallas on October 31, 1894, Mprs, Krum read a paper
on "Women's Clubs" at the Council meeting, The minutes of
the Galnesville ¢lub contain the following.

The Pres, then called upon Mrs, Krum the dele-
gate to the Woman's Council, for her report. Mrs,
Krum gave an entirely satlsfactory account of her-
self during her absence, She said, among other
things, that she felt proud to represent a Club
the membership of which created so much enthusiasm
abroad., The XLI Club may well feel proud of their
repreésentative whose paper was published in full

in the Dallas News of Nov., 2. Mrs, Krum gave some

interesting facts‘concerning the workings of the
Woman's Council,24

The ailm of the State Councll was to bring the varilous
assoclations of women of Texas into closer relation through
an organization; the object was to serve as a medium of
Ccommunication and a means of prosecuting any work of com-
mon interest, In the opinion of the pioneer club women of
our state, credit must be given to the "Women's Congress"
as the forerunner of the idea of federation among the women's
clubs in the state,25

In 1895, the Woman's Wednesday Club of Fort Worth en-

deavored to bring about a federation of literary clubs of

24Minutes of XILI Club, November 2, 1895,
“S0hristian, op. eit., p. 8.
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the state. However, it was not until the Woman's Club of
Waco issued a call to send representatives to a general con-
vention in 1897 that interest was sufficiently stimulated
to form a State Federation of Women's Literary Clubs. The
Waco Woman's Club was hostess to eighteen clubs, which sent
delegates; three other clubs sent letters of application.26
The women stated that the object of federation was to ad-
vance and to encourage Texas women in literary work, to
promote and encourage fraternal intercourse among literary
clubs, and to secure the benefits resulting from organized
effort.°’ 1Tn 1899, the word "Literary" was stricken from
the official name and that of State Pederation of Women's
Clubs was adopted.28

The Gainesville XII Club was invited to the confep-
énce in Waco, The club voted not €0 send a delegate but
to join the Federation should it be formed.29 The Federa-
tion was formed and the XII Club sent its dues in April,
1898,30

1t will, perhsps, be seen from the above survey that

ne transformation in modern society has been more striking

25@ Half-Century of Achlevement, Texas Federation orf
Women's Clubs, pages not numbere .

Tchristian, op, oit., p. 13.

23& Half—Century_gg &chievément, Texas Federation of
Women's Clubs, pages not numbereq,

29Minutes of XII Club, January 16, 1897,
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O more fraught with significance than the change in the
political, legal, economic, moral, and social status of
women. Women's clubs were organized for discussion and
study, with interests that varied aceording to location,
surroundings, opportunities, and aspirations.Sl The his-
tory of a ploneer club portrays the stages of development
of clubs in general from institutions for self-improvement

to institutions interested in national and international

problems,

3lyps, W, T. lafferty, "Adult Education for Women's
Clubs,” The Clubwoman, XVII (January, 1937).




CHAPTER I1I
ORGANIZATION

The history of the Gainesville XILI Club, the oldest
woman's organization in Galnesville, Texas,l begins in the
fall of 1893 when Mfs. J. D. Ieeper visited in Denison as
a guest of the XXI Club., This elub had been organized
three years previously, Mfs. Ieeper saw the need of a
similar organizatién ln Gainesville and invited a number
of women interested in club work to hér home for g Thanks-
glving dinner in the fall of 1893.2 With mrs. C, g, Hemming
presiding, the ladies discussed the possibility of organd z-
ing a literary club in Galnesville,S

On Saturday, Jénuary 20, 189%, a number of ladies of
Gainesville met in the parlor of the Y, M. C. A. bullding
for the purpose orf organizing a literary club, Anna P,
Stuart was chosen chairman pro tem and the organization

proceeded. The following officers were elected: Mrs, Lucy

IMinutes of XII Club, May 11, 1907,

Q”XII Club Oldest Woman's Organization in Gainesville, ™
Gainesville Dally Register, September 23, 1g40,

3Persona1 interview with Mrs. R. S, Rose, a charter
member, who was a guest at the dinner.

13
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Hemming, president; Mrs, Anna P, Stuart, Secretary; Mrs,

May Tyler, treasurer; and Mrs. Nannie g, Davis, critic. &
second critic, Miss Eliza Edwards, was elected to alternate
wlth Mrs, Davis, Before deciding upon a definite plan for
work, the ladies present thought it advisable that an invi-
tation be extended to Mrs, Sarah Acheson of the Denison

club to meet with them ang asslst in their plans fop per-
manent organization, and that the selection of a name fdr
the litérary club be postponed until the plan of work shoula
have been chosen.4

The literary club met a week later to hear Mfs. Ache-

son of Denison,

who made a brief though very able address to the
ladles in favor of club Organization and gave the
ladles much encouragement in the work that had
been undertaken., at the close of her remarks a mo-

were enrolled making the total membership thirty-
seven (37). A motion was then made, limiting the
membership to forty-one for the first year ang
unanimously carried. After much discussion and
numerous suggestions, the motion carried that it
should be called the LLI Club, The name, XII Club,
was formally‘adOPted by a unanimous vote,

There is no available record of attendance for January,
1894, Evidently, the hames of those who first slgned the

constitution were copled by the Secretary; many of the

*Minutes of x1T Club, January 20, 18¢4,
5Ibid., January 27, 1894,
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names of those listed do not appear on the first record
of attendance on February 3, 1894, The time of meeting
agreed upon was to be from three to'five o'clock each
Saturday afternoon.6 These weekly meetlngs continued until
1900, when the club voted to meet every other Saturday,?
There were several other detalls of organization that
had to be worked out, The executive committee prepared a
constitution and by-laws, which, after each article was
read and discussed separately, with only a few changes,

were unanimously sdopted by the club for thelir govern-

ment.8

It has been sald that the XLI Club constitution was
modeled after that of the Denison XXT Club. At the pres-
ent time, there are articles in the‘XII Club constitution
that do resemble those of the XXI Club, but there are
others that differ in many respects. The XLI Club stated
that the members were assoclated for mutual improvement
and that the object of the elub should be the pursuit of
study, as a means of intellectual culture ang general im-
provement, Another commit tee presentéd a number of mot-

toes from which the c¢lub chose "Iive to learn and learn

to live.” Heliotrope was selected both as the color and
61bid, TIbid., March, 1900,

81bid., Februsry 3, 1804,
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the Tlower, because of its meaning, "turning toward the
1ight. "9 Arter Fifty-seven years these articles remain
the same, 'The proper course of study was another matter
that was discussed with enthuslasm and the fipst question
to be discussed by the club was, "o c¢lub dutlies interfere
with home dutiesg9” Calendars were printed in proper form
for the convenience of the members , 10

Before the end of the first year, the club accepted
the invitation of ¢, C. Hemming to use one of his rooms in
the Cherry bullding for a club room, The club moved to this
location and met there for seven years. The room was fur-
nished with a stove, matting, and window shades, The ladies
of the ¢lub found it necessary to allow money for the pur-
chase of a shovel, duster, and a "coal bucket,"” and a sum
for cleaning out the stove; $1.75 was appropriated fop
wood, and for a box for the storing of the wood.ll The
Janitor service for this room was $1,50 a month during the
first year, but then some of the ladles were guccessful
in securing a janitor for one dollar a month. The Janitor
worked for awhile for the stipulated sum and then gave no-

tice that he could not work for that small amount, ‘The

9Ibid., February 10, 1894,

101p1d., aprii 28, 189k,

llIbid., November 10, 1894,
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cost of janitorlal service was a recurring problem through-
out the years,

The members wWhose names appeared on the roll in 1894
were the following: Cora D, Blanton, Sarah A, Blanton,
Mollle Cox, Nannie G, Davis, Annie U, Davis, Cynthia Dudley,
Eliza Edwards, Ellen Krum, Nettie‘B. leeper, Gertha Ioek-
ard, Avgusta Malcom, Dixie Potter, Blanche G, Stevéns,
Minnle Stiles, Anna P, Stuart, Sarah Wasson, Maria Watt,
Clemmie Wood, and Elsie Wilson. Also among the members
during that year were Louise Beleher, Romania Davis, Annie
Davis, Ella Dougherty, Helen Flippen, cofa Falrchild, Susie
Garnett, Maggle Gates, Ora Gray, Alma Hemming, Mattie Hill,
Callie Kennerly, Minnie Mangum, Allie Maupin, Dora Nichols,
Fannie Fainter, Mary A. Polk, Mrs, W, H., Purcell, Fay
Riggins, Adelaide Ritchie, Nora H, Rose, Pearl Stafford,
Mattie Stone, ang May Tyler.

One of the last questions proposed for discussion dur-
ing the first year was whether or not to keep the public
informed of the. doings and sayings of the club. The dis-
cussion was animated and interesting and oplnions were too
humerous and emphatic to Quote, tut it seemed best to the
members “that they deprive the public, at least for the
pfesent, of s0 much learning as the c¢lub was capable 6f
displaying.” It was decided 8imply "to request the secpe-
tary to publish in the papers a notice of the time of the
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meeting each week, the subject, and the name of the lady
who had been appointed to read a paper at that meeting,"12
The ladles showed other evidence of self—consciousness,
for the secretary recorded that "1t should not be hinted
by any specimen of suspicilous masculinity that the elec-
tion of officers was not done according to the strictest
parliamentary usage even to the passing round of a hat to
collect the ballots.” She further stated that "the pe-
freshments proved very effective in allaying the fever of
excitement consequent upon the performance of the unwonted
act of casting ballots,*13

Guest days have always been a part of the ¢lubls ac-
tivities, At first they were referred to ag open sessions
and were conducted on the plan of a regular meeting, The
open session scheduled fopr November 30, 1895, caused a
great deal of discussion as to the advisability or having
an afternoon or an evenling affair, It was declded to have
the session in the afternoon and to allow each member to
invite one guest., The program was to consist of an addressg

of welcome by the president, an article on the Faery Queene,

& paper on the "History and Aims of the XLI Club,” and "GCup-

rent Events,” Refreshments Were served at the open sessions

121044, , December 15, 1894,
131p1d., april 13, 1805,
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Just as they were at the regular meetings. Another open
meeting was held April 11, 1896, to present s program on
Texas, Musical numbers were rendered at some of the ses-
slons or incidental "sweet music" was played., These guest
days were considered ocutstanding social events.l4

The club has grown and matured and is now considered
one of the fixed institutions of Gainesville, The c¢lub re-
mained dear to the heart of its founder, Mrs, J. D. Ieeper,
She retained her wembership until her death in 1940, at
which time she willed to the club a substantial sum of
money,

The social events of the club as well as other mat~
ters were of minor importance when compared to the work it
accomplished along literary lines. A great many papers,
together with literary exercises, constituted the programs
and consumed rractically all of the time of the meetings
throughout the first decade of the club's existence,

Mpersonal interview with Mrs, Perry Wilson, a membep
whose mother has been g member for fifty-seven years.




CEAPTER III
PROGRAMS

Formed for the purpose of mutual improvement and in-
tellectual culture, the XLI Club was undecided as to the
proper course of study to pursue. At the January 27, 1894,
meeting the majority were in favor of a course of study on
English literature, English history, and current t0pics.1
At the following meeting, the executive committee requested
& .reconsideration of the course of study adopted at the
previous meeting and the Suggested change was warmly dis-
cussed by the club. Finally the motion was made and car-
ried that, for the eénsuing weeks, the club should study
miscellaneous American writers of the nineteenth century
and discuss a report each week on current topies, The
authors for study were selected by the executive commlttee
and were distributed to the members of the ¢lub, alpha-
betically., Two members were assigned to prepare papers and
Questlons upon each author, the questions t0 be answered
by the members of the ¢lub.? It evidently was 3 part of

the plan to have Guotations for roll call, as the minutes

lMinutes of the x1Ir Club, January 27, 1804,
: ?;g;g., February 3, 1894,

20
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of the second meeting in February, 1894, state that each
member responded to her name with a quotation from George
Bancroft, At this meeting Mrs, Sarah Blanton read a very
flne paper on Bancroft as a writer and historian. Mrs,
Nannie Davis read a blography of the same author, and this
was followed by a general discussion of the author, cop-
sisting mainly of incldents in the life of this great his-
torian.3 The programs for the remainder of the year fol-
lowed this general plan except that the questions were ag-
signed to the entire club instead of to individual me m-
bers,

Club members brepared papers on the Carey sisters,
Motley, Emerson, Longfellow, Bryant, Hawthorne, Prescott,
Iowell, Whittier, Irving, and Holmes. This observation
was made about the program on Oliver Wendell Holmes:

A fine sketech of the pérsonality and profes-
sional career of Qlivep Wendell Holmes, containing
many interesting incidents in the life of this
popular writer, was read to the Club by Mrs., Nettie
B, Leeper. The ¢lub was also entertaineqd by Mrs,
Maupin reading selections from "antocrat of the

Ereakfast Table,” in which Holmes displays his _
keen observance of human nature and enlarges upon

tracts from the pen of Holmes and a general feeling
of good cheer pervaded the meeting, resulting Erom
the study of this buoyant and cheerful writer

31pid., February 10, 1894,

¥Ib1d., March 31, 1804,

P =ty
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Before the opening of the regular literary exercises

on the day of April 21, Mrs, Leeper directed the attention

of the club to the reading of a letter from Oliver Wendell

Holmes that had arrived too late for the date upon which
Holmes had been the subject of speclal study. She also

called the club's attention to the Auteblography, which

Holmes had kindly sent for the inspection of the club.5
The course of study for the club year of 1894-1895
was early English history and early English authors, to-

gether with a study of the phllosophy of the age of Chaucer,

The usual comment on these programs was that they were in-
teresting and instructive. The following was said of the
program given by Mrs, Elsie Wilson:

Time alloted to the questions and answers, Dis-
cussion ran high, and we almost forgot that we
were a club, s0 earnest were we to express our
opinions. One remark made by Mrs, Wilson made us
all beam with smiles. Tt was, that in her opin-
lon, when ladies were very smarit or brllliant,
they excelled the smart and brilliant men, The
discussion concerning the comparison of the ladies
of the XVI century with those of the present day
was very animated and the opinions quite emphatic,
It would require a stenographer less rusty than
the secretary to report these éxpressions, How-
ever, the majority decided that the ladigs of the
present day do not suffer by comparison,

It was in this club year of 1894-1895 that the study

SIbid., April 21, 1894,
6Ibid., February 16, 1895,

T — .
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of Shakespeare was begun, Often one of his plays would
constitute the work for one half of the year, On March 16,
1895, Mrs. Sarah Blanton read a parer on the tragedy of
Hamlet, which caused the secretary to remark.
The erudite, sedate, and dignified XII Club
almost lost- its dlgnity in its anxiety to settle
forever the long mooted and posslibly never-to-be-

settled question, ™#as Hamlet insane?” It is to
be regretted that we could not arrive at a satis-

At the next meeting, the literary exercises were on

Richard III, with Mrs. Robert Stevens in charge, It was
remarked that the usual number of opinions was expressed,
some extolling and some condemning the famous usurper,

As usual, the opinions remained unchanged,

At this meeting, the ladies accepted an invitation
from the Athenaeum Club to attend their next meeting and
listen to a discussion on the subject: "Does credit for
the authorship of the plays which bear his name belong to
Shakespeare or to Bacon?"S The Athenaeum Club, sponsored
by the Y, M, ¢, A., was some kind of literary c¢lub that

had miscellaneous programs that were often in the form of
debates.9

T1bid., March 16, 1895,
S1p14., Maren 23, 1895,

9statement by Mrs., ¢, B, Thayer, personal interview,
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The presentation of the program on The Merchant of

Venice called forth this comment s

The discussion was qulite animated ~- especially
on the question as to Shylock's motive in the play
-- Some thought "averice -- Some thought that it
was his desire to avenge the wrongs and indlgnitiles
heaped upon his nation, while another advanced the
opinion that it was desire fopr revenge upon Antonio,
who had loaned money wlthout interest, The majority
of the club seemed to think that as Shylock had
refused to accept the money after the time expired
for the payment of the bond and, as he had said of
Antonio: "I hate him for he is g ch{%stian,“ Shy-
lock wanted revenge upon his nation.

There 1s an account of a most delightful and unique
entertainment given by Mrs. C. W, Stevens on the twenty-
Pifth day of April, 1895,

that we may almost call it a birthday party, Cer-

Roses” -- in which 1t seemed that Greek met Greek
~- not with bayonets angd clubs, and the tug of war
came not with shot ang shell, nor the noise of can-
hon or charge of musketry -- but the choice sen-
tences of Shakespeare flew back and forth across the
line until 1t seemed that nelther side would fail,
It was with the bravery of the Spartan that we de-
termined to do or die. Did history repeat itself?
We say ~- in this case "nay" -- the victory was won

by the "Red Rose.
The club members demonstrated originality in the
preparation of their papers, Mrs. Ieeper recited the story

of Much Ado about Nothing in original rhyme and blank

Ouinutes of XLT Club, April 27, 1895,
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verse.l1 On another occasion Miss Watt Prepared a paper

on The Tempest which was described as an innovation:

uncle, The niece 1is floundering helplessly in the
Tempest where she can find no secure footing, &he
tells to her uncle the various impressions made
upon her by the play and he corrects these impres-
sions where faulty by giving her the views of the
most renowned critics as well as his own, The
paper was spiey as well as instructive,ld

This trait of originality is further indicated by the
following extract from the minutes of the club: |

Then followed the literary part of the pro-
gramme, conducted by Mrs, Wm. Blanton on the play
of Julius Caesar., The questlons and answers con-
tained much valuable information., Great Caesar's
ghost may have walked for nearly 1900 years, as
some think, but it is safe to say, 1t will walk
no more, The XLI Qlub has successfully "laid it "
No well-tred ghost could have the face to take even
a2 midnight stroll after the treatment this one re-
ceived on last Saturday. The lean and hungry Cas-
gius, the noble Brutus, and the polite Anthony,
each came in for his share of blame and praise.
Mrs. Blanton read a paper in which the gloomy and
tragical events of the play were relieved by humor-
ous allusions to XIV century events,13

The members even went so far as to don approprilate costumes

and to act the plays, which was a source of amusement to

the husbands of the members.lﬁ

1l1p44, 121p14., october 26, 1895,

13Ibid., November 2, 1895,

lnstatement by Sara Pavis Wilson, personal interview,
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Of'ten, one of Shakespeare's plays would constitute the
work for one half of the year, and it was an unusual year
when all reference to Shakespeare was omitted, This con-
tinued until 1911, after which no mention 1s made of him
again,

For many years the e¢lub depended upon prepared courses
of study furnished by colleges, universities, and indivig-
uals, These courses usually cost the club twenty or twenty-
five dollars a year, Many yearbooks contailned the ques-~
tions supplied by the compllers of these courses. The
yearbook for 1908-1909 was the first book with the ques-
tions listed., The entire year's study was on woman, with
programs listed, "Woman Yesterday and To-day," "Phe Woman
Wage Earner," "Woman in the Professional World," ™wWoman in
the Fine Arts,"” "Women in the Educational World, " "wWomen
in the Home," "legal Status of Texas Women, " "Home Eco-
nomics," "Women in Clvics, " "Famous Madonnas," "The Woman's
Club Movement," "Woman in the Literary World," "Woman in
Literature,® "The Soclety Woman," and "Famous Women of To-
day." Some of the questions asked on these subjects were:

Why are so few women eminent composers ?
Is sex a bar to excellence in the sphere of

of creative music?

Did women play an important part in the making
of our history prior to the Civil War?

Are we stronger mentally than the women of yes-
terday®? Spilritually?

What effect has the tendency of women to usurp
the place of man in the business world on the home?
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Do girls who have been self-supporting make
better or worse wives?

Is the mental capacity of the average woman
sufficlently great to enable her to cope with the
vast issues embraced in the practice of law?

Scattered 1in yearbooks through the years are other pro-
grams on women, They bear such titles as: ‘Women Writers
of the Early Part of the Nineteenth Century,” "The Woman
Citizen," "Status of Women and the War,"” "Woman in the
Fost-War World," "A Woman's Flace in South America," also
in various other countries, "wWomen Among Primitive Peoples, ™
"The Man-made World and Its Influence on the Character ang
Ideals of Women," "Women in Music, " and "Phe Club Woman 's
Civic Responsibility, "

The role of the critie in the early days was an active
one, in that she was expeéted to criticize the pronuncige
tion of the members on the program. 4 blackboard wasg pur-
chased for the use of the critic, The work of the critic
is well described in the following:

One by one our cherisheqd pronunciations are

trodden beneath the foot of time ang progress and

evitable, At least we are in earnest, and there
iz hope where such {is the case, Now ir some of
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anything personal about the matter, or if their own
names would not fall upon their ears like something
new and strange, For instance, the delicate, aes-
thetic Anne Boleyn of our schooldays_has become the
harsh, uncouth Anne Bullen of today.l

Farliamentary law ang current events appear year after

on the programs. In 1895 1t was stateq that

Mrs, Annie U, Davis! paper on "Gurrent Events"
contained information on a varliety of subjects --
the origin of colors, the Superstition of the Prince
of Wales, and above all, how to keep young and beay-
tiful and how to grow fat or lean at one's pleasure,
It 1s to be hoped that the how to grow beautifnl
process willl not be taken up by the XII Club, It
would soon prove itsg deathblow, An hour in a hot
bath eévery morning, an hour or two of anointing
with cream and pasting with corn starch, a few

One procedure in the pPresentation of current events

has been to hola & general discussion, followed by ques-

tions and answers, Sometimes this method has been used

also

in the nresentation of parliamentary law, Often these

brograms were in the form of drills,

uinutes of x11 Club, October 12, 1895,
7p14., February 23, 1895,

1p1a., November 2, 1895,
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It appears that the membeps were very earnest and sin-
cere in their efforts at self-culture. The effort ex-
rended for mutual Improvement is shown by the reference
to the programs as being the work of the day, A pa:rt of
the annual report of 1895-1896 reads :

The XLI Club having become Flrmly established
during the previous year, began the work of 'g5-
'66 with bright prospects., Some of the work has
been a little heavy, but as difficulty after dif-
flculty has been overcome by perseverance and hon-
est effort, we have learned to like these hard
rlaces, Instead of the flowery metaphors of
Chaucer and the airy gracde of Spenser, we have
struggled with the sonorous blank verse of Mil-
ton and plodded through the intricate logic of
Hobbes and of Locke, ILast year's course of study
embraced the Elizabethan veriod, During the year

Throughout the fifty-seven years of the club’s exist-
ence, drama ang poetry appear ang Teappear in the yeapr-
books , 19 Iines orf roetry dot the pages of many yearbooks
and the ladies have enjoyed using poetry.in their papers,
A number of the members have been CQmposePs of poetry,.
This reference is magde in 1946 to one of them:

Miss Doty introduced Mrs. J, L. Llong, who

was the speaker for the evening, Mrs, Iong is
quite an accomplished poetess, belonging to the

181pi4., April 11, 1896,

19vearbook of the ¥ir Club, 1888-1889, 1902-1905,
1906-1920, 1921-1951.
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Texas Poetry Soclety, She read from her own book,
YSun Dial," which is dedicated to her mother, she
very cleverly read poems of humor, Sadness, and
imagination, as well as many more,2

Voncile ILiddell recently entered one of her poems in a dis-

trict contest,

Drama has occupied an important place on the programs,
After the regular order of business was dispensed with on

March 13, 1897,

Miss Fitzgerald took charge of the exercises,
The subject for the day was the Comic Drama. The
questions gave rise to lengthy discussion as to
the effect of Comedy, Tragedy, and Farce upon the
people of the present, Miss Fitzgerald's paper

Fifty-three years later this account appeared in the
Gainesville Daily Reglster:

Miss layuna Hicks presented the program at
the meeting Tuesday evening of the XIT Club, With
"What's New in Drama’ as her subject, Miss Hicks
discussed what is available in drama. She re-
viewed briefly many of the dramas be%ng presented
in Dallas during the current season, 22

From year to year the ¢lub has made a study of the
history of the nations of the world, Emphasis has grad-
ually shifted from pure history to include a study of

20Minutes of the Literary Department, XLI Club,
March 19, 1946,

2lMinutes of the XIT Club, March 13, 1897,

Q2mphat g New in Drama Togic for XLI Club," Gainesvilie
Daily Register, January 12, 1949,
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governments., An early account relates that

Mlss Edwards toolk charge of the exercises,
The subject for the day was Gibbon's Rome, The

History from the reign of Trajan to the establish-

ment of the Ottoman Empire, fThe paper contained an

accurate account of Gibbon's great and lasting

work, It was a beautifully written discourse re-

rlete with facts of interest ang instruction.2§

Twenty-three years later the ¢lub scheduled a program
on “The Development of the New Social Consciousness in the
Unlted States.” The leader for this program was Mrs, Mig-
kiff, who discussed the "Soelal ang Political Effects of
the Geographical Position of the Unitea States and Tts Im-
migration Policy,” Migs McClure contrasted oup theory of
government with that of the monarchical state, oD, Carrie
W. Smith told of "The Effect of 014 Worlg Traditions as to
ﬁhe Object anq Furpose of the State, upon the United States,
and the Foreign Policy of Washington, Jefferson, and Later
Presidents, %24

Thirty years after the above program was given, the
tople chosen for dliscussion by the Literary Department of
the club was "International Relations." An account of

this program reads;

"International Relations" was the topic dis-
cussed in a well prepared manner by Misses Voneile
and Martha Liddell, Miss Martha Liddell reag

23Minutes of the XLI Club, March 27, 1897,
241p14, January 24, 1920,
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éxcerpts from "Looking into the Future in Korea,™
touching upon some of the danger spots in the in-
ternational situation. She mentioned the serious
military situation in Indo-China, and the impor-
tance of China in any scheme for defense of the Far
East against further Communist penetration, Read-
ing from "Germany Can't Be a Second Korea,"” she
contrasted the condition of the people in the east
and west Germany and mentioned the help Russia is
giving to increase industry in her zone., The
position of Tito in Yugoslavia was also discussed,
Misa Voncile liddell gave a resume of several
articles from "The Americas . " She spoke on Point
Four which 1s the fourth one in the International
brogram enunciated by the President of the Unitegd
States which 1s briefly gilving technical assist-

explained.

At an international gathering, Miss Iiddell
mentloned a petition signed by ten million people
asked the U, N, to glve urgent consideration to
the question of a universal language. She dis-
cussed the tourist business, showing more U, s,
dollars are spent in foreign tours than on sugar,
coffee, copper, rubber or tin, 25
The tlmes are reflected in the programs listeq during

the two world wars, The First World War brought forth such
subjects as “Status of Woman and the War," "Economies of
the War,” "wap Poets,” "Music ang Wap, " “Personalities of
the War,” and the last program in 1919, "After the War --
What?" was to be filled 1in by the leader in accordance with
the events of the day., One of the notes on the year's work
gave notice that due to the uncertainty of the times and

the probability of later developments, these programs are

25"International Relations Topic for Literary Club, "
Gainesville Daily Register, October 18, 1950,
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Subject to change or improvement by the leaders. Many of
the subjects listed fopr study during World War IT were the
same as those in the First World War but there was an addi-
tion of such topics as "The Maintenance of Morale,” YHealth
in War and Peace,” "World Citizenship," "Our Army Camp, "
and "Women in the Post-War World, "

Since World War II, the ladies have continued think-
ing in terms of the world, as shown by their choice of such
toples as "International Relations,” "Summary of UNo,
"Bullding World Security,” “Communism," and "Youth Conserva-
tion." The theme chosen for the yearbook of 1950-1951 was
"Toward Balanced World Cltizenship" and the subjects
listed show a wide range of thought through discourses on
"Federation, ¥ "England," A Better Community through Traf-
fic Safety," "Kahlil Gibran, Mystie, Foet, and International
Personality,” "Folk Music in Other Lands," "Civilization
on Trial,” "The American Home as the Reflection of the Best
Form of Art, Education, and Religion,” "England. A Travel-
ogue,” "Musical Festivals Around the World," ampj a book re~
view for the usual Christmas program. The Texas program
of the year, "Down to Scratch and Up to Fame," to be given
by Dr, L. W, Newton, Director of the Department of History
at North Texas State College, Denton, will be an account of

the lives of men who came to Texas in adversity and rose to

fame,
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The ¢lub has shown diversity in the choice of pro-
grams. They have included talks on art, magazines, health,
communications, radio, motion plctures, novels, racial
questions, conservation, the business of homemaking, in-
dustrial and social provlems, and conditions within the
community, and the different phases of education. The pro-
grams became more varied after the club was departmental-
ized in 1924, The general club continued to function as
& ¢lub within itself, with the members belonging'to one de-
partment or to all departments as they chose., When the
club became a departmental organization, the general meet-
ings were limited to one a month, and the subjects to be
presented for more than a decade thereafter were chosen
by the Musie, Ilterary, NWature Study, and American Home
Departments., The Nature Study Department was in existence
for two years and the American Home Department lasted about
ten years,

The programs of the general club have retained a lit-
erary flavor, with the addition of musical numbers, QOc-
caslonally, an all-musical program will be offered at
Christmas. A custom has developed to have either a musical
or a Blblical program at the December meeting, and to have
a Texas program at the March meeting,

The programs in the club departments show the same

broadening influence as those of the general club. The
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Llterary Department has followed much the same course as
has the general cilub, They do tend to have a number of
panel discussions and forums, The Nature Study Department,
during its brief existence of two years, delved into such
subjects as rerennials, annuals, shrubs, wild flowers,
birds, and the wonders of nature, |

The American Home Department, which functioned for
ten years, interested itself in such subjects as home dec~
oration, cooking, gardening, finance, "personality in dress, ™
and health, |

All phases of music have been studied by the Music De-
partment. They have studled the history of music, musical
composition, composers, rerformers, and musical Instruments,
All programs have included instrumental and vocal numbers,
Several operettas have been given by the Musie Department .
This department more ang more shows the stress of modern
times, as the performers become fewer and fewer,

There has been a change in the method of presenting
programs, Whereas in the first two or three decades, the
entire membership studied the subjects to be presented at
the next meeting and took part in the discussion, in the
last three or four decades there has been very little dis-
cussion after an individual has presented her rart on the
program, The club constitution makes it obligatory that a
member “accept any office to which she may be called by
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the vote of the majority, and to perform to the best of
her ability any work assigned her, or to provide a substi-
tute,

Many members have avalled themselves of substitutes.
Many guest speaskers and artists have given the ¢lub pro-
grams, North Texas State College and Texas State College |
for Women, both located in Denton, Texas, have furnished
programs throughout the years. Dr. Mary Patchell from
Forth Texas State College gave the program on November 14,
1950, Her subject was “England: A Travelogue.” She was
formerly a member of the XII Club. EHer program was remi-
niscent of one given November 5, 1808, At that time Mrs,
Chilton, by request of Mrs, Hemming,

gave a description of her visit to Shakespeare's

home -- and so vividly did she plcture the scenes

which her memory recalled, that we felt almost as

though we, too, had traveled gger the same ground,
and had seen the same sights,
Speakers who were specialists in their work have broadened
the horizons of the c¢lub members.,

The influence of these presentations cannot be esti~
mated, Some vital subjects, touching the civic, soclal,
and moral life of the community, have been carried out of
the club rooms to the various homes of the members, there

to be discussed by the famlly., The family may use these

26M1 nutes of the XLI Club, November 5, 1898,
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presentations as subjects for discussion in other places,

The educatlon of public Opinion is intangible and unre-

corded,




CHAPTER IV
EDUCATION

In the realm of education the XLI Club has been of
great service not only to 1ts own members but also to many
others, Immediately after 1ts organization, the club be-
gan the establishment of its own library in which to place
the books to be utiligzed as sources for program material.
Books were bought out of the ¢lub treasury or were donated
by members and outsiders, The report of the librarian on
September 26, 1896, shows a total of 126 books in the club
library,

During the first four or five years the books in the
club library were avallable to ¢lub members only, a club
1ibrarian keeping the library open at stated times. Tt was
not long until the c¢lub thought of the public and stated
in the minutes that the question of a public library had
been agitated a little, Though no definite action had been
taken, the members hoped to make a publlic library the fu-
ture work of the club.l

The club converted its own library into a public 11-
brary, and the members of the cludb took turms in keeping

IMinutes of the XILT Club, April, 1900,

38
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1t open to the public, The exact date of the conversion
of the c¢lub library into a public library is in doubt,
since the minutes of the c¢lub from 1900 to 1902 are not
avallable. By 1902, the club found it necessary to elect
both an assistant librarian and a regular librarian. The
same year the treasurer of the Public Library, who was
elected by and from the membership of the XLI Club, sug-
gested the sending of postal cards for the purpose of en-
larging the membership of the Publie Idbrary. This method
was approved by the club,

Other measures were taken for increasing the member-
ship, one of them being the distribution of membership
tickets to the members for them to sell, At the same tine,
a circulating library for the benefit of those living in
the country was considered and favorably discusaed.2

Various money-making projects were launched to help
finance the library, Days at charity sales brought in as
much as nine dollars.3 Pencils and plctures were sold.
Skating-rink benefits and book receptions were held, Tag
days were most Successful, the one held in 1914 bringing
$408. On two occasions book receptions brought 1in not

only cash but hundreds of books for the library.4 From

°Ibid., February 28, 1902.
3Ipid., January 28, 1904,
*Ibid., January 28, 1904, and March, 1929,
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time to time the c¢lub would make donatlons to the library
fund,

After the club moved into the City Hall in the fall of
1905, preliminary steps were taken toward the establishment
outside of the c¢club of a Iibrary Association to assist in
broadening the scope of the Gainesville Public Library.5
It was decided to appeint a chairman with co-workers, for
the south, north, west, and east sections of town, to so-
llcit five-dollar memberships to the Galnesville Library
Assoclation, the association to remaln under the auspices
of the club for three years.6 A Gainesville newspaper
posed this:

The plan 1s being perfected whereby the Gaines-
ville Public Iibrary may become so in fact as well
as In name. The city government, by giving the use
of four beautiful rooms, well lighted, heated and
centrally located, has done 1ts part, The clubs
of the town are preparing to do their part and the
co-operation of the spiriteqd intelligent citizens

of the town is all that 1s needed. Qan we count
on you??

The president of the club, Miss Gertha Iockard, admon-
ished the members to add to their hobbies the Public Ii-
brary, The e¢lub asslsted the Public Library in Purchasing

the Jtandard Encyclopedia, There were several occasions

5Ibid., March, 1906,
6Ibid., October 6, 1906,

Tohe Daily Hesperian, October 16, 1906,
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when the club used all of its efforts to maintain the pub-
1lic Iibrary, Perhaps the fact that the librarian and the
treasurer of the Public Library were elected by and from
the XII Club caused the ¢lub to feel that 1t should use
all of its resoureces to back the project., A1l of the money
in the library treasury, amounting to $21.15, was used on
May 11, 1907, to buy memberships in the Ppublic Library
which was soon to be opened, & In October of the same year
the c¢lub voted that the books which had been retained by
the club the previous Spring be added to the Public Li-
brary and that they also add their new reference books to
the donation, Since all of the e¢lub books were thus placed
in the Publie Iivrary, the elub constitution was changed
S0 as to eliminate the offices of Ilibrarian ang assistant
librarian and all articles pertaining to those officers,”
At the October 3, 1908, meeting the club discussed
& report that the library treasury was empty, and that the
livrarian had been for more than two months without a sal-
ary. The ladies then began to work on ways and means of
making a success of the Baer Recital, a recltal that later

contributed $49.90 to the library fund.10 gpie profit,

SMinutes of the x1I Club, May 11, 1907,
°Ibld., October 12, 1907.
101p14., october 3, 1908,
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together with $235 collected for library memberships, en-
abled the treasurer to report that the librarian's back
salary had been paid in full, except for the last ten dol-
lars which the librarian hag donated to the cause.ll

Resolutions had been prepared for the purpose of pub-
licity, thanking the City Council for theip action in
granting the requést of the club for twenty-five dollars
monthly for the benefit of the 1ibrary.12

In December, 1908, the club moved to the third floor
Of the City Hall so that their original library room could
be used by the Library Assoclation as a reading room.
However, they retained control of the library and the read-
ing rocm.13 The ¢lub voted to request the Iibrary Board
to require the new librarian to keep the rooms open at
regular hours every day through the week, to soliclt sub-
scriptions, to receive all money, and to turn same over to
the 1:1:'63S.sgurt-zr'.lll

Miss Gunter, the librarian, informed the club that
Mr. Sheline wanted to turn over the library to the City

Councll, and had asked her to ascertain the clubls views

11rbid., October 28, 1908,
121v14., october 10, 1908,
13;@;@., December, 1908,

147014, , November 20, 1900,
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upon that matter, Mr. Sheline's remembrance was that in
three years the library was to be glven to the City Coun-
¢il, but Miss Gunter sald that as she remembered it, the
XILI Club after three years hag proposed to turn over the
books to the I@brary Assoclatlon provided it was self-sus-
taining., She then read the yearly library report, which
indicated that 298 new volumes had been added to the 1i-
brary and that 272 new people had taken out cards, In ad-
dition, $272 had been spent for books ang seventy-one
volumes had been given to the library, At this point a
motion carried that the XII Club not turn over the books
to the Library Association at that particular time, 12 The
club continued either to ratify the Iibrary Association's
election of a librarisn or to elect hepr themselves.16
Through the years, the ¢club was interested in secur-
ing a Carnegie library for Galnesville, The corresponding
Secretary in 1903 was instructed to send out notes to a num-
ber of ladies in different parts of the city requesting
them to meet with the club op April 18, and to unite with
them in an effort to secure a Carnegile library, At this
latter meeting, a committee was appointed who, in conjune-

tion with the business men of the city, were to write Mr.

15Ibid., February 11, 1911,

161114, March 4 ang December 2, 1911,
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Carnegile, the object being the securing of a donation for
a free library in Gainesville., The elub further asked the
library comnittee, previously appointed, to secure the in-
terest of the City Council in the Carnegie project and
sSuggested that pressure be brought to bear on the City
Council to induce them %o grant a malntenance fund for the
Public Library. Such a guarantee of maintenance would he a
necessary prerequlsite to enable the city of Gainesville
to accept a proposition for a Carnegile library.l7

A commlttee which had been appolnted to solicit sub-
scriptions for a fund with which to buy a lot on which %o
bulld the Carnegie library was able to secure about a thou-
sand dollars toward the purchase price. It was thought
advlsable to act at once in order to have something tangi-
ble to lay before the City Council,l8

Several years elapsed before the Carnegie project
was agaln mentioned. After the program on January 13,
1912, Mr, Roach talked to the club about a Carnegie library,
and the club voted to aid in every way possible, The fol-
lowlng year, the $1,500 necessary to purchase the lot for
the Carnegle library had been subscribed, and the bullding
on the lot was completed in 1914,

M1bia., april 18, 1903.
181p1d., December 3, 190k,
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The X1I Club, on March 18, 191%, voted to postpone
thelr open session until the Opening of the library and
that 1t be in the nature of a housewarming.l9 Later the
club invited the councilmen, thelr wives, and a few out-
siders to assist the club 1in recelving., Committees were
appolnted to take care of the details for the open house,
which was held on October 10, 1914, Between 700 and 800
pérsons called during the evening.20 The club allowed
$7.50 for the cost of the punch and thirty cents for can-
dles, It thanked Mr. Turbeville for the use of his Edison
dlamond-disc phonograph for the library reception.21

Immediately upon the completion of the library uildg-
ing, the XII Club moved into the basement of the building
and furnished two rooms which are St111 retained by the
¢lub for a meeting place,

The accession 1ist in the Carnegile Library_includes
over 1,300 books that have been donated by the XII Club,
The club continues to donate their study books to the 1i-

brary and from time to time discusses matters rertaining

to 1%,

191b14., March 18, 1914,

20na50ke County Birthplace of County Iibrary Movement
in Texas," Galnesville Daily Register, August 30, 1948,

2lyinutes of the XLI Club, October 31, 1914,
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A further library interest of the club was in the
county library movement in Texas, They endorsed the move-
ment and wrote letters as individuals endorsing it.22 They
drafted resolutions to be presented at the convention of
Women's Clubs in Brownwood in 1915, calling attention to a
comprehensive bill covering the county library which was
to be introduced at the next session of the legislature. 23
The club pledged its Co-operation to the c¢city librarilan
in securing the first county library for Cooke Gounty.gh

Hundreds of books and magazines have been given not
only to the public library but also to public schools, to
the Girls! Training Scheol, to the prison system, and to
the courthouse rest rooms, During the last war, hundreds
of books were donated and taken out to Camp Howze. Three
books were sent to the headquarters library in 1949, one
to honor the past president, one to honor the rresident
at that time, and the other an autographed ¢opy of The
Historz of Texas by Dr, L. W. Newton and Dr, Herbert P. Gam-
brell, given by Dr. Newton's daughter, Mrs, B, P, Hendley,

The XII Club's contributions to education have been

varied, As'early as 1902, the club was serving coffee and

22Ibid., April, 1915,
23Ibid., November, 1915,
241pid., March 31, 1917,
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sandwiches at the Street Falr, as a means of making the
twenty-five dollars prémised by the ¢lub for educational
purposes., They even maintained a schoolroom fund from
which they furnished a schoolroom every year, Presumably,
this was to furnish pictures for the rooms, as many ple-
tures were bought by the club and glven to the schools,
some of these pletures cost as much as seventy-five dollars
for two pictures .22 A committee was appointed to see after
the plctures at the high school and ascertain that they
were glven a sultable place in the new high school build-
ing.26 |
Committees from the elub were instrumental in the
organization of mothers' clubs for the South, East, and
North Schools of Gainesville and for one in the town of
Era.gT’ 28 It has been sald that the Motheps! Club at
Muenster was also formed by ladies from the XLI Club.2?
Pre-school-age books have been furnished for several

of the Parent-Teacher Associations,30 Other projects to

251Ibid., 1907,

261pid., May, 1922,

27Ibid., March 13, 1909,

281p14d., 1913.

29statement by Carolyn MeClure in rersonal lnterview,
3%Minutes of the XILI Club, May, 1928,
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help the schools were: the planting of trees on the school-
grounds, donations to interscholastic league funds, and
the gift of money ang trophies for literary and musical
contests, Various brograms and speakers have been fup-.
nished for school assemblies. These assembly programs have
varled from lectures on thrift to an all-Spanish program
glven in costume by the members of the Music Department.
The c¢lub went on record as belng interested in the selec-
tlon of every necessary convenience in the construction of
the new school buildings.3l

The club has been concerned in the observance of Na-
tional Education Week, They co-operated with other clubs
in the city to furnish material for posters to be used in
making National Education Weelk and the Pioneer Life Show
Successes. The ILiterary Department of the ¢lub has usually
made some observance of Educational Week. For this week in
1930, they sponsored s program for adult education and ad-
vocating the employment of a dean of girls in the high
school; ministers were asked to speak on the subject of
education; the American Legion was asked to furnish Speak&
ers for school chapel programs; and the Girls! Training
School and the Negro school, for their part, would help
with patriotic programs.32 The Llterary Department

3lrpia. 321bid., November 1, 1930,
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presented Mlss Ll1llian Womach of Sherman in a series of
book reviews during the season of 1938~1939., They have
had a number of guest speakers on educational subjects,

The club has been solicitous of the school teachers,
In the spring of 1910 and again Iin 1913, receptions were
held for the Teachers! Institute., Ilater these socilals were
held for teachers in the county, and the last one was held
for city teachers, an account of the last one'in 1930 reads

as follows:

Members of the faculties of the public schools
of Galnesville were honor guests at a tea given
Friday evening by the XLI Club at the Carnegie Ii-
brary in connection with the observance of Education
Week,

The highlight was the tribute paid to Miss
Mary J. Cox, head of the English department of Galnes-
ville High School and Junior College, in recogni-
tion of her long period of service in the further-
ance of education in local schools,

Miss Vonelle Liddell spoke on "The Teacher,"
concluding her address with the tribute to Miss Cox,
and a presentation of g bouquet of orchids and
chrysanthemums, a gift of the club, Miss Cox re-
sponded with an expression of gratitude,

The rooms were decorated throughout with a pro-
fusion of autumn leaves and flowers, and the tea ta~
ble in the club room was lald with a red scarf and
centered with a large bouquet of dmerican Beauty
roses, DBaskets of chrysanthemums were also used
effectively, The club room Was arranged as a living
room, and guests were greeted and introduced by
Miss Carolyn McClure, Others in the receiving line
were Mmes, Harry Rosenstein, Ralph Iong, Henry
Bertram, John Culp, W, S. Potts, and Will Ross.

Miss Berrian Webb and John L. Roethe gave a
group of plano and violin selections as the guests
assembled,

Mrs, W. J, Price offered a most interesting
and informative review of her recent visit to India,
in connection with herp world tour,
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Mrs, Rufus Whiddon delightfully read a one-act
play, "The Turquoise Ring." Miss Berrian Webb and
Mrs, Yancy Culp played "The Romance of Pierrot amd

Plerrette," by J. Bergmain, an Ilnterpretive piano
duet,

Mrs, Norman McArdle sang a group of vocal num-
bers, "Indian Summer" by Cadman and "June Will Come
Again,” by DeKoeven Thompson,
Cne hundred and twenty-five guests, including
teachers, thelr wives and husbands and XLTI Club mem-
bers called during the evening., Refreshments of
pumpkin %arts, spiced tea and raisin bon bons were
served,3
Gainesville Junior College scholarships are among the
club's contributions to education. The first one, for
seventy-flve dollars, was offered in 1926 to a girl, a
student in Junior College, to pay her tuition.3u A second
loan fund was created the following year. For the benefit
of these loan funds, Daisy Polk was presented in recital
and a silver tea was held., The third scholarship was of-
fered in 1928 and the fourth in 1934, During the depres-
slon these scholarships were in demand by the glrls of
Gainesville Junior College,

History'has been an educational interest of the ¢lub,
It paid a fee of two dollars in 1912 to join the Texas
Historical Association and remained a member for a number
of years, In 1913, the old settlers of the county were in-

vited to a club meeting to tell of the o0ld times in the

33“Teaehers Are Guests of XILI Club at g Tea,"” Gaines-
ville Daily Register, November 15, 1930,

3%Minutes of the XLI Club, April 13, 1926.
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county. This meeting proved very interesting and helpful.
The club voted to buy the paper for the use of the history
committee in printing a hiétory book for the club's own use
and also a copy for the state library, Previously, rive
dollars had been allowed the committee for mailing pur-'
poses.35 The club gave five dollars to each Cooke County
boy or girl winning a prize for the best local history as
awarded by the Dallas Morning News Contest Department,

Several of the members have prepared and presented
brief histories of the Xil Club, 1Im 1907, Mrs. R. S. Rose
reviewed the accomplishments of the club. On October 22,
1921, Mrs. J, D. leeper was scheduled ﬁo give "History
of Forty-One Club -- What It Means to Me as an Individual,
and to the Community." The minutes fop that meeting stated
that Mrs, leeper assisted in the program, MPS.‘W. 0. Davis
on October 4, 1924, gave a delightful ang interesting sketch
of the trials ang joys of the club from the time of its
organization.36

Mrs, W, 0. Davis in January, 1941, gave an account of
the projects undertaken by the club and gave a number of
humorous happenings among the members, Mrs., John W, Culp,

at the sgame meeting, read excerpts from some of the old

351piq., January 26, 1918,

301p1d., Octover 4, 1k,
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minutes of the club, Mrs. J. R. Whaly sang "Memories," sc-
companied by Virginia Mosley, The entire club jolned in
singing "Auld Lang Syne. "7

Mrs, John W. Culp gave a review on October 10, 1950,
of the achievements of the club. The Galnesville news-
paper had this to say;

Mrs. Culp briefly outlined women's club work
in general before turning her attention to the
founding of the XLI Club and its activities,

The XLI Club was organized in 1893. Mrs.
Culp outlined a full schedule for the organization

since that time, , , ., The outstanding project of
the club has been the sponsorship of the public
library,

Before the conclusion of her interesting dis-
cussion, Mrs. Culp recognized Mrs., W, 0. Davis,
charter member of the XIT [she was mentioned as
one of those on the roll in 1894 but not .as a
charter member], Miss Carolyn McClure, member fop
more than forty years, and Mmes, W. L. Blanton
and W, H, Campbell [and Voncéle Liddell], members
for more than thirty years,3

The past of the XLI Club indicates a path of progress
in education. Self-education was the first‘goal of the
members, They soon broadened thelr endeavors to include
the entire community. The mothers or grandmothers of the
present club members did service in establlishing a small
library and financing 1t until Jocal authorities could be

convinced that it warranted public appropriations, They

37"Mrs., W, 0. Davis Given Life Membership by XLI Club, "
Gainesville Dailly Reglster, January 6, 1941,

38"Mrs. John Culp Gives History of XLI Club," Gaines-
ville Daily Reglster, October 13, 19s50, .
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sought to equalize educational opportunities through the
library. Many other educational projects have been accom-
plished, The present membershlp is actively interested in
education, This interest may be due, in part, to the fact
that over half of the members are school teachers by pro-
fession., All advancement 1is education, and the club has

& record of progressive action in the field of public af-

fairs,




CHAPTER V
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

At the turn of the century the ladies of the XII Club
began to interest themselves in ecivic affairs. Women were
beginning to have leisure time which they could spend for
the improvement of municipal government instead of confining
themselves altogether In reading circles.l The president
in her address on October 6, 1906, especially emphasized
Yeivie beautly as best carrying out the true spirit of the
most good to the greatest number,”

The club, in 1908, wished to hold the first flower
ghow 1n the town, but decided against 1t because of lack
of interest in the project on the part of the community at
1arge.2 When it was announced that the South School
Mothers!' Club would have a flower show in the fall of 1909,
the club decided to purchase plants from the sister club
and to take part in the exhibit.3

The response to roll call for the October 2, 1909,
meeting was to tell what each hoped to do for the city's

lrames T. Adams, The March of Democracy, Vol. Iv, p. 120,

“Minutes of the XII Glub, 1908,
3Ibid., April 17, 1909,
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good that year. In 1914, the club began the yearly custom
of conducting a flower and seed exchange, These exchanges
were usually held on a day in early spring, Members would
bring all of theip surplus plants and seeds to the court-
house steps, where they would give them to anyone who de-
sired them, This custom was continued until May of 1939,
the club discontinuing the practice due to the fact that a
number of garden clubs had been organized in the town,

The ¢lub has shown a love for the trees of the town,
A committee was appointed, in 1910, to appear before the
City Council and ask for the protection of the trees in
the city, especlally those on sidewalks, A donation of
trees by club members and others was solicited for planting
on the north side of West California Street. At the same
time prizes of five dollars and of two dollars, fifty cents
were offered to high-school puplls for the best essays on
planting to beautify, A committee from the club saw about
Spraylng and pruning the defective ard diseased trees of
the city.* They protesteq against the severe trimming of
trees, Ice storms in the past five years have broken, dis-
figured, and destroyed many of the trees in Galnesville, a

town that 1s noted for its trees, The c¢lub felt so distresseq

&Ibid., December, 1920,
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about the situation thsat they decided, in 1949, to do some-~
thing about i1t. They made arrangements to hold a tree-
selling contest thrbugh the schools and ofrfer prizes to
the rooms selling the largest number of recan trees., 4 to-
tal of 307 pecan trees were sold and the club spent $19,20
for nine other pecan trees given as prizes, Mrs, John
Gray, who was in charge of the contest, gave each member
of the club three pine seedlings.5

There have been long discussions about the beautifica-
tion of the courthouse lawn and about other civic improve-
ments in which the c¢lub was interested.6 The club voted
in November, 1920, to use its own money for beautifying
the courthouse square if the commissioners court could not
be influenced to do the work. The commissioners did agree
to plant and care for the hedge which the club should buy.7
later, in February, 1924, the club trimmed these shrubs.8
They placed a flower bed in the city park at a cost of
eight dollars and saw that there were no more cans or re-
fuse dumped in the park.S

In January, 1919, school flower gardens were sponsored

SIbid., May, 1949,
6Ibid., May 7, 1910.

| TLQ&Q., November, 1920,
BIbid., February 1924,

o .

Ibid., April 18, 1903,
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at each school am oﬁe garden was sponsored at the ice
plant.lo Five dollars was donated to the veterans to help
beautify their "square™ as a memorial to the soldier dead.
The club, by 19?0, had conducted a number of yard beauti-
fication contests, and offered prizes for the most attract—
1lve yards.ll In 1930, the c¢lub asked for cheaper water
rates to encourage entrants into a yard beautification con-
test which they were sponsoring, The following year a yard
contest was held for children,

The XLI Club played a major role in the establishment
of cléan-up campalgns in Gainesville, A committee was ap-
pointed to ask the City Council to make April 11, 1908,
clean-up day for Galnesville, Funds were raised for prizes
in the campaign, which was postponed until May 1. Another
plea was made for a clean-up day before the Second District
Federation should meet with the club in 1909. The firemen
were having a conventlon in the city at approximately the
same time as the Federation meeting, The club made a dona-
tion of five dollars for the purpose of assisting the fire-
men in cleaning up at that time and appointed a committee

to confer with the firemen and lodges in regard to a clean-

uP.la A motion carried to ask the City cbuncil to see that

101pi4., Janvary, 1919, 111p14., April, 1920,
121pid,, February 13, 1909,
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California Street, in front of the Lindsay House, was not
littered with papers during the Distriect Convention, L3
The club was then asked by the firemen to assist in the
work of getting stores and residences decorated in honor of
the two conventions, Articles were published in the news-
papers requesting all to decorate homes and business places
in honor of the visitors.l4 The city ordinance with re-
gard to expectorating in publiec places was read.l5

These efforts at cleaning up the ¢lty continued each
year, but the first real clean-up was ipstituted by the
club in 1912, A committee, that had been appolnted to -
write a letter to the Missourl, Kansas, and Texas Rallroad
offlcials concerning the conditions around the rallroad sta-
tion, reported that tha'work was progressing nicely and
that the club had the privilege of selecting the color for
the depot.l6

Application was made to Holland's Magazine for member-

ship in the race for the cleanest city. A committee ap-
pointed to interest the town in the matter reported that

they had visited schools, city officials, county commissioners,

131p1a., april 17, 1900,
1p14., May 19, 1909,

151b1d., October 9, 1909,
161bid., February, 1912,
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and others who were all enthusiastic.l?! Funds donated to
the clean-up work amounted to $278.40, of which $230,93
was spent.l8 The club donated five dollars to this fund
and in addition gave the proceeds from the sale of five
hundred pencils. The ladies of the club got in their bug-
gles and followed the trash wagons to make sure that they
drove down all the alleys.19 The corresponding secretary
was instructed to write a general note of thanks to every-
body who had in any way given assistance in the ¢lean-up
work.2® The Young Men's Business Association was tendered
a separate vote of thanks for their help in the crusade.
For the next clean-up, in 1913, $617.75 was collected
for the work, of which $576.78 was spent, leaving a balance
of $47.97. That year, prizes were offered for civic im-
provement and trash cans were bought, A formal request
was sent to the Clty Council asking them to enforce the
stock law.?! 1mhe ladies were so in earnest about sanita-
tion that they'even accompanied the sanitary officer on

his visits to meat markets, slaughter houses, dailries,

171bid., March 12, 1912.
181bid., octover 19, 1912,

Lo =y

193tatement by Mrs, J. H, Midkiff and Mrs. R. H.
Balley, members of the clean-up committee.

20Minutes of the XLI Club, January 4, 1913,
211pid., March, 1913,




60

stores, and other such places.22

In the fall the ladies
complained about the difficulty in getting California Street
olled. At the same time they joined the American Civic Im-
provement Association.23 Through the years the club has
continued its interest in sanitation.

Woman-like, the members scouted about town noting mat-
ters that needed attention., The committee, appointed to ap-
pear before the park commissioners on behalf of the animals
at the City Park Zoo, which were said to be suffering for
the want of food and water, reported that the commission-
ers had promised to do away with the animals.24 The drink-
ing fountalns on the public square and at the city well
were checked for sanitary conditions.25 Members of the
club attended to the drinking water and rest-tents for the
Chatauqua in the summer of 1913. Sprinkling of the main
thoroughfares of the town, elimination of dumping grounds
along Elm Creek, the oiling of breeding places for mos-
quitoes, and the condition of various unsightly places were
discussed with the proper authorities.

At an early date, the XII Club members interested

themselves in the life of rural women., A commlittee was

221p1d., February, 1913.
23;9%@., October, 1913,
2%1p1d., November 21, 1908,
25;§;g., November 4, 1911,
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appointed by the club presldent, Qctober 9, 1909, to bring
before the county commissioners the matter of having a la-
dies' rest room in the new courthouse.26 This room was the
concern of the c¢lub for a number of years, They provided a
committee to look after the rooms and see that they were
kept clean. They painted signs to be put up in the rooms,
and provided a magazine rack for the club members to place
collections of magazines for the benefit of the rural women,
The county commissioners were asked in 1916 to provide a
woman assistant for the courthouse rest room&.ET Thirteen
years later the club was still worrying about the same
thing, The American Home Department of the club worked
on this project in 1929, and by October of that year was
able to report that the rest room in the courthouse, fur-
nished by the ¢lub for the benefit of rural women, was in
good shape and reasonably clean.28

The Rural Life Committee cared for the rural children
during the afternoons of first Mondays, and provided play
and story hours in the kindergarten room, Dr, Carrie Smith

offered the use of the Girls! Training School stereopticon

261p14., October 9, 1909.

ETIbid., November 18, 1916.

28Minutes of the American Home Department, 1929,
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lantern for this work, Entertainment was provided for the
county women on Trades Day.29 On February 6, 1917, the
¢lub held an open meeting for everyone to hear a visiting
lecturer speak on rural life. The club took an active part
in the movement to employ a county home demonstration agent
and a full-time county health nurse. In 1922 the club pre-
sented the Girls' Canning Club with a pressure cooker,3°
Over a period of years the c¢lub has co-operated with the
Chamber of Commerce in rural soclal work,

Suggestions and recommerdations were made on a num-
ber of other problems of the day. A motion carried on No-
vember 24, 1906, that the club assist the church societies
in requesting the merchants to gsend thelr clerks home at
slx o'clock, The ladies wére requested to order groceriles
early for dinnér, as 1t would be more humane to the horses.31
Co-operation was given in the investigation of industrial
conditions in Galnesville,3? The club held a discussion
in October, 13519, on the law that working girls shall be
furnished seats and voted that loeal employers be ap-

proached on this subject ard reminded of the law,33

29Minutes of the XLI Club, February 20, 1920,
3%1b14., October 19, 1922,

311pid., October 23, 1909,

3?;2;@., November, 1922,

331b14., October, 1919,
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During the depression, the club voted to adopt a reso-
lution pledging support to Texas producers and to local
manufacturers in a campalgn to solve the unemployment prob-
lem and to create jobs through increased consumption of
Texas-made products. The text of the resolution was as

follows:

Whereas, we believe that Texas, today, with her
many God-glven resources, properly developed, can
lead the way to recovery;

Whereas, 1in the past few years, many of our
products have been ralsed, produced, and sold at
below production cost;

Whereas, industry is centralizing and moving
toward the source of raw materials and cheap power;

Whereas, where local support 1is given, new in-
dustries can be brought in that do not compete with
those we already have, thereby increasing the con-
sumptlon of raw material and giving employment to
our friends; :

Whereas, we believe the only solution to the un-
employment problem is to create permanent jobs
through the consumption of Texas products;

' Whereas, we believe that the women who control
the greatest proportion of the purchasing income
can be of great service;

Whereas, we believe that the proper control
and direction of our dollar in the purchase of our
own products, will create new buylng power, relieve
unemployment, and inerease the price received to
the farmers, stoekmen, woolgrowers, and producers;

Be it resolved, that we pledge ourselves to
purchase, all things belng equal, as to price ang
quality, Pirst: The products of our local manufac-
turers; Second: Texas menufactured products; Third:
Those made in the Southwest;

Be it resolved, that we. ask our merchants to
put in stocks of Texas-made products; that we ask
them to carry these lines in g separate display,
that we may easily familiarize ourselves with the
varlous brands.
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Be 1t further resolved, that we will do all in
our power to encouragesgur neighbors and friends to
support this movement,

The problems of safety and thelr solution have been
another undertaking., In 1912, some of the members visited
the managers of the Majestlic and the Opera House and dis-
cussed with them the desirabllity of having fire escapes
placed in those buildings.35 Resolutions were adopted and
published, for the prevention of fires.36 A statement was
sent in 1917 to the state fire marshal about the condition
of the fire escapes of the opera house and of the high
school.37

The club éntered the General Federation of Women's
Clubs' "Build a Better Community“ contest in 1949, The
c¢lub chose traffic safety as one of their projects. fThe
rules of the contest specified that the project must be one
on which the ¢lub had not previously worked. For this rea-
son, and the additional convietion that traffic safety
needed continued attention, the ladies began to work on
the project, A number of committees were appointed to take
care of the different phases of the problem. One committee

distributed stickers for car windshields, which bear the

3%Ipid., December 7, 1935,
351pidg., December, 1912,
35;@;@., May 16, 1914,
371b1d., March, 1917.
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admonition, "Your 1ife is in your hands.” 1In the spring
of 1951, there is to be a forum on "A Better Community
through Traffic Safety." A great deal of material was se-
cured from the Texas Safety Association and from citles
that have worked on the same problem.

Many philanthrople activities of the communily were
initiated by the XLI Club. At Christmas time they thought
of the noble work of filling the poor children's stockings.38
The Empty Stocking Fund was accumulated by donations, The
Empty Stocking Committee reported on January. 24, 1914,
that, |

$168.85 was received and $56.75 spent, Four
dollars was left from last year and there is now

on hand $116.10, Fifty-four families were helped,

173 children given toys, ribbons and fruit and

dinners sent to twelve families,39
For several years, the club dressed dolls for Christmas
giving. In 1915, they secured the aid of other organiza-
tions in the Christmas work and began the custom of having
a community Christmas tree. A committee from the ¢lub, who
made a visit to the jail the Christmas Eve after the Armis-
tlce of 1918, when everyone was feeling especially cheer-

ful, reported a cordial welcome and an apparent appreciation

from the inmates. Each men was left, on Christmas day, a

381p1d., December, 1912,

391bid., January 24, 1914.
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hot turkey dinner and also post cards, stamps, and & copy
of his favorite magazine.#o The Empty Stocking Crusade was
extended {0 include the gilrls in the Training Sehool,and a
committee was appointed to secure books and magazlnes for
the girls,*!

Among the ways of making extra money for the Empty
Stocking Fund were: a doll raffle which brought in $223,88,
a silver tea, a benefit musical, and a light opera, Anﬁ
money reméining in the fund was turned over to the local
charities.ug The club was in charge of the Red Cross
Christmas seal sales campaigns from 1914 to 192k,

The XLI Club has spent a great deal of time in war
service, Durling the First World War they had a day every
two weeks In the Red Cross rooms, They held a Red Cross
bazaar, bought yarn for nitting for the soldiers at Camp
Bowie, and signed up for duty on the exemption board., A
War BSavings Soclety was organized in the club that aided in
the sale of Thrirft Stamps, Club refreshments were dis-

pensed with and the money was used in the war effort.u3

A representative of the Howard Clock Company presented

#0114, December, 1918,

*1bid., November, 1916,

e et

4gibid._, December, 1919,

*31btd., January, 1919.
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the 1dea of having the XII Club take charge of a movement
to place a clock in the tower of the Cooke County Couft-
house as a memorial to the soldier boys of Cooke County,
A conmittee was appointed on January 24, 1920, to investi-
gate the matter and make recommendations as to‘the advisa-
bility and means of securing moneylror such a memorial,
This committee was to confer with the city and county of-
fictals |

A meeting was called for the purpese of conferring
with representatives from the churches and various other
organizatlons in the town and county concerning the pro-
posed memorlal, Pauline Dougherty, now Mrs, Norman Mc-
Ardle, was chairman of the memorial committee., She stated
that she had interviewed a number of men of the county and
town and was assured of theiy co-operation in this undep-
taking. She said that twenty-one boys of Cooke County had
given their lives in the recent war, and spoke of the spirit
in which such a2 memorial shoulg be erected, expressing the
hope that everyone in the county should contribute even the
smallest amount, so that it would bé representative of the
feeling of gratitude in the hearts of the people at large

to those who made the "supreme sacrifice.“&5

*1p1d., January 24, 1920,

[l

4*51bid., February 1, 190,
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By the end of the first week, $1,500 had been col-
lected. Many business men gave as much as $100 each,®
Devices used to collect money were tag sales, house-to-
house canvasses, solicitations in rural schools, and letters
to former residents giving them an opportunity to contrib-
ute 47 More than $3,000 was contributed, of which amount
$142 was left after getting the clock and the memorial
bronze plate in place. Thls last amount was given to the
veterans ! monument in the cemetery,

Again, during World War II, the hostesses bought de-
fense stamps rather than refreshments. The club lnvested
in twelve $100 bonds and two $25 bonds. This money was
drawn from the building fund which had been accumulating
since 1923 from inltiation fees. Guest privileges were
granted to ladies connected with the army or defense work
in Gainesville, Many of the ladies became regular attend-
ants at club meeting, took part on the programs, and en-
riched the life of the c¢lub. Club members served as

hostesses in the U. S. 0. Buillding,

The sum of $100 was given to furnish a dayroom at Camp
48

Howze, The War Service Committee bought three musical

aéstatement In personal interview with Mrs, Norman
MchArdle,

*TMinutes of the XLT Club, March, 1920,

#SIbid., December, 1943,
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instruments and collected $200 more for instruments for
the soldiers at Camp waze.ug The club furnished Christmas
decorations for the camp and sang Christmas carols through-
out the camp hospital.

The Music Department presented several soldilers in re-
cltal and invited them to appear on various programs.
These soldlers were good musicians, The Music Department
also collected four hundred copiles of sheet music, both
popular and classlical, and gave them to the service clubs
at the camp, Records were bought and given to both of the
service clubs, The chairman of the Music Department, Miss
Virginia Mosley, jolined the "Waves." The members of this
Department taxed themselves $1.20 a year per member to
glve to the instrument drive for wounded soldiers in hos-
pitals.>®

The Music Department has been outstanding in 1ts con-
tributlion to the muslcal life of the community. It has
been for many years the only music club in town, It has
sponsored cholr festivals and vesper services since 1ts
organizatlon in 1924, In the beginning, one service was
glven each month, but now the Department has difficulty in

presenting only one a year,

491p14., March 13, 1945,

50Minutes of the Music Department, October &5, 1943,
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The Muslc Department has cause to remember the final
rehearsal for the vesper service on December 15, 1941.
During the rehearsal word was brought that the Japanese had
attacked Pearl Harbor, This musicale, which was representa-
tive of most of the presentations, was given the following
~write-up in the Geinesville newspaper:

The playlng of the chimes at Whaley Memorial
Methodist Church by Mrs., Cecil H., Tinsley . . .
welcomed guests for the lovely service of Christ-
més music given by members of the Muslc Department
of the XLI Club as the annual program for this sea-
son of the year. . . , A large assemblage of music
lovers was present,

The program featured choruses, vocal duets,
vocal solos, organ and plano duets and a violin se-
lectlon, The reading of the scriptures was gilven
by Miss Carolyn McClure, . ., .

The chorus was composed of Mmes, Floyd Jones,
John W, Culp, Kenneth Stice, Frank savage, Edward
Pulte, Tinsley, J. R. Whaley, Dottie Dickson, Wal-
ton Wilfong, G. W. Dodd and Warren Cox, and Misses
Mosley, Virginia Kimbriel, Blanche Brooks, Ruth
Bonner, Margaret Bradley, Emma Gallagher, Voncile
Liddell, %innie Hae Voelkel, Marie Sykes and leta
Walters.5 _

Others appearing on the program were Mrs. J. C. O'Brien
and Mrs, Yancy Culp.

The Music Department has always observed music week
with a number of musical events, The schools and churches
have often been asked to feature music throughout that week,
The girls in the Training School have been included in

these plans. Young musicians, both white and colored, have

5lpnnual X1I Club Musicale Is Given Sunday Afternoon,®
Gainesville Daily Reglster, December 15, 1941,
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been encouraged by being presented in recital by the De-
partment, The general club iIs generous in its'help when
asked to give 1t for these events. The musilc members try
to use as many local young musiclans as they can on their
programs, They have been active in their encouragement of
the Community Concert Association,

Diversity of interest is shown by club donations to
the following causes not previcusly mentioned: cemetery
association; little theater building fund; Young Women's
Christian Association; new Chamber of Commerce headquarters;
landscaping of leonard Park; associated charities; health
parade; circus queen contest; Texas Highway Associlation;
Community House; cancer fund; March of Dimes; tuberculosis
fund; U. 8. 0.; the fund to aid in bringing the State
Training School for Girls to Gainesville; Ecuador relief;
music scholarships; and other musical projects,

Club activities in fields other than those already
named include: voting to interest itself in conservation;
urglng the organization of a band; furnishing chaperons
for the rehearsals of an American Iegion play; giving a re-
ceptlon for the child welfare conventlon; advocating prison
reform; sponsoring a number of art exhibits and obhserving
Constitution Week and Baby Week, 1In fact, the c¢lub dis-
likes to refuse requests for its assistance,since it has

earned the reputation of being a club that can be depended

upon,
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The c¢club had a representative on the civic planning
comulttee and on the Chamber of Commerce Commission durlng
1948, This was the year Cooke County celebrated its one
hundredth blrthday. Several club ladles, dressed in the
styles of 1858, rode in a wagon as thelr contribution to
the centennial parade, A part of the account of Guest Day
reads as follows;

A background of antiques and ploneer costumes
was the dellghtful setting for the annual XLI Club
guest day tea gilven Saturday afternoon. , , . The
house party was dressed in piloneer costumes. . , .

A musical program was given by a chorus from
the music department ofSEhe ¢lub who sang a medley
of old-fashioned songs,

In this same spirit, a member of the club gave a radio pro-
gram over the local statlon, recounting some of the early
history of the club together with the reminiscences con-
tributed by c¢lub members,

The Gainesville Centennial Celebration, held in 1950,
was without anyone to serve as chalrman of hospitallity un-
til the XLI Club agreed to do it. For three days, the |
ladies registered out-of-town guests at the Turner Hotel
and on the courthouse lawn. Earlier in the year, the club
had charge of hospitality for the Circus Round~-up.

The club has taken an active interest in the affairs

of the day and supported men who bave worked for good

P2"XLI Club Guest Day Tea Is Delightful Event Setur-
day," Gainesville Daily Register, May 3, 1948,
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government. Hundreds of letters have been written to men
serving in the different branches of our government, On
November 19, 1949, the followlng letter was sent to Ed
Gossett, representative from the Thirteenth Congressional
Distrlct of Texas, which includes Cooke County:

Dear Congressman:

We, the members of the XLI Club of Gaines-
ville, want you to know that we fully appreciate
and support your continuous and vigorous efforts in
combating the encroachment of Communism and its
great danger to our way of life. Tts insidious ac-
tlons and propaganda are now a real threat to our
free institutions and it is only through alert
minds and vigorous action such as you have dis-
played can this menace be defeated, Your work of
enlightening the people of this threat from within
is not only highly commendable but may awaken us
to our perilous situation before it is too late,

The conviction of the eleven Communist leaders
1n New York recently after a riotous nine months
trial was fully justified and according to the law
covering treachery, Their vicious and leering open
defiance of our court would not have been tolerated
in any other country in the world, We cannot for-
get that Cardinal Mindszenty's trial lasted only
three days,

While we know that these eleven traitors, upon
thelr release from jail would again pursue thelr
nefarious activities, we feel that through their
liberation we have done a great injustice, es-
peclally after the escape of Gerheart Eilsler whose
ball was set in the Same amount as that accorded
some of the eleven traltors. We belleve a much
higher bond should have been demanded ~- bonds in
sufficient amount to insure thelr presence and to
take their punishment if their convietion is upheld
by the higher court,

We believe our laws to meet this Communistic
threat are inadequate, However, it is a comfort
to know that you will continue to do everything in
your power to enact laws that will fully protect us

from this very apparent danger and make us feel more
secure,

53Minutes of the XII Club, February 1, 1928,
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The club sent a letter to the Texas legislature in
1929, suggesting "Friendship"” as the state motto, The
legislature adopted "Friendship” for the motto of Texas,

The XLI Club had been instrumental in instituting many
public improvements, It has been interested in remedying
the glaring defects in our country's social Structure.

It has been concerned about all phases of living condi-
tions, When women faced new and difficult prohblems, they
reallzed the need of conferring with friends who were
Similarly situated, They carriéd these problems to the
XLI Club which helped in their solution. The c¢lub has
been instrumental in laying the foundations for many of
the civic and cultural improvements of today, To know the
past of the XLI Club iz to appreclate the preseﬁt. Men of
the town whose mothers were membeps of the XLI Club think
kindly of the club and are easlly approached in support

of club projects, Participation in the affairs of the
State and General Federatlons has been an incentive and an

insplration to the c¢lub,




CHAPTER VI
FPARTICIPATION IN STATE AND NATIONAL AFFATRS

Many of the endeavors of the local federated club
have been inspired by the Texas Federatlon of Women's Clubs
and by the General Federation of WOmen'é Clubs. During the
first year of 1ts organization the XII Club discussed the
advlisabllity of joining the General Federation of Women's
Clubs, and on February 9, 1895, it voted to send the ten-
dollar fee required for membership, It remalned 3 member
until March, 1898, at which time 1t withdrew and did not
again apply for membership until 1908, Club affiliation
was renewed in 1908 and has been kept ever since,

After withdrawal from the General Federation, the club
sent 1ts dues of $3.05 for entrance into the Texas Federa-
tion of Literary Cluﬁs. It retained its membership in the
State Council of Women of'Texas, to which since 1894 it
had regularly sent é delegate. The president of the club
had served on the executive committee of the Council. The
club later dropped its membership in the Council but has
retained ité membership In the State Federation for the past
fifty~-twe years., It has a ploneer certificate.

The club has taken an active part 1n State Federation

and (General Federation affairs, contributing to various

75
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projects of the Federations, The first contribution re-
corded in the minutes of the club was to the endowment fund
for placing the name of @ club member, Mrs, Darwin, on the
honor roll, Contributions have been made to state, national, -
and international scholarship funds, The club has been a
regular contributor to the "Penny Art Fund” and to the "Mu-
sical Penny Art Fund, "

The hospitality of the ¢lub has been extended five
times to district conventions held in Gainesville, The
First District convention was entertained by the XII'Glub
in May, 1905.1 Mrs., F, A. Tyler opened her home for an
evening reception given in honor of the guests of the club.
The club held a reception and served punch to all delegates
in its own rooms, The XLI Club requested that it be trans-
ferred into the Second District, giving as the reason that
Dallas was closer to Galnesville than Fort Wbrth.2 This
request was granted in 1908,

The Second District held 1ts seventh annual conven-
tion in Gainesville, May 13-15, 1909, The following ac-
count of the convention was given: |

Miss Gertha lockard [of Gainesville], press
reporter for this district, furnished the newspapers

of that day a most complete "write-up" of this dis-
trict meeting, from which these facts are gleaned;

IMinutes of the XLI Club, May, 1905.
Ibid., April, 1905,
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"The meetings were held in the Elks' clubrooms.

The keynote of the conventlon -- modern education

-~ was sounded in the opening program, President's
Bvening, May 13. Welcome addresses were responded

to by Mrs, Walton Basg of Whitesboro, 1In reporting
the work done by the clubs of the district in the
past year, the president, Mrs, Harry 1. Obenchain,

of Dallas, laig Speclal stress upon the work accom-
plished on all educational lines: cilvices, mothers!
clubs, industrial education, music and art and kinder-
gartens, Mrs, Dibrell, state president, laid speclal
Stress upon the efforts being made in behalf of good
laws, The history of Gainesville by Mrs., R, 8. Rose
added another record of value to the future history
of Texas, Friday morning, May 14, the reports of

the various officers and committees showed an in-
creéase of interest in all lines of federation work,

« + + The election of officers resulted as follows:
Miss Gertha =, lockard, Galnesville, President; Mrs,
R, Ewing Thomason, Gainesville, Secretary, ., , .,

The soclal features of the meeting inecluded a re-
ception in the Elks! parlors lmmediately after the
program of President's Evening; a reception at the
charming home of Mr, and Mrs. F, H. sherwood on Fri-
day afternoon from 4 to 6 by the XLI Club; Mrs.

Edlar Blanton's dinner in honor of the state and
distriet officers ang Mrs. Threadgill, and a number
of individual dinner varties, luncheons and drives, "3

The c¢lub was not anxlous to entertain the Second Dig-
trict Convention in the spring of 1918, The minutes of
November 10, 1917, stated:

Dr. Swith [superintendent of the State Training
school for Girls] addressed the Club asking that
the Club women inform themselves ang get to-gether
on plans for social morality in connection with the
army cantonments of our state. BSince this question
had direct bearing upon our Training School and since
the Club women are to work along this line for the
year, Dr, Smith asked that the XII Club reconsider

Sohristian, op. oit., pp. 235-237.
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It was moved by Mrs, Sherwood that our Club
invite the District Convention to meet In Galnes-
ville and that we instruct Dr. Smith to take our
invitation tg Waco with her, The motion carried
unanimously,

The convention met in Gainesville in April, 1918, and
the Gainesville Daily Register had this to say:

The Second District Federation of Women 's
Clubs begins its annual session in this city this
evening, the meeting being held in the First Presby-
terian Church, The first session will be presidents!
evening, and the public generally is cordially in-
vited to attend this evening and during all the meet-
ing. The men as well as the women of the clty are
urged to attend and hear what the club women of
Texas are doing,

Later another news comment sald:

& resolution was adopted calling upon the women
of Texas to avail themselves of the opportunity
glven for partial suf frage and citizenship, thereby
manifesting their desire for full suffrage and citi-
zenshlp through a constitutional amendment , '

Mrs., Connery, state president, made a short ad-
dress, and aftepr reading andg adopting minutes, the
federation sang, "Blest Be the Tie That Binds" ang
gtood adjourned,

The visitors were invited to the tea rooms of
the church before dispersing, and were served a de~
liclous luncheon by the X1I Club, pupils from the
Training Schogl serving in a very capable and gra-
clous manner,

Puring their stay in the city, the visitors wére taken
to the Girls! Training School by members of the Cooke County

Automobile Club, where they enjoyed a short program rendered

¥Minutes of the XII Club, November 10, 1917,

>Second District Federation Begins Meeting Tonight,"
Galnesville Dally Register, April 18, 1918,

6“Federation Meeting Closed Here Today, " Gainesville
Dally Register, April 19, 1918,
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by the girls of that institution,’

The greatest problem in connection with the entertain-
ment of the Second Distriet convention in 1930 was to fing
lodging for the delegates. It was the custom that dele-
gates e furnished room and breakfast during the conven-
tlon. A great many women of Gainesville, in addition to
club members, opened thelr homes for the delegates, This
is no longer the custom,

Mrs; Harry Rosenstein was general chailrman for this
convention. Some of the events of the 1930 convention are
described in the following account:

With marked enthusiasm, delegates to the Second
District Federation of Women's Clubs meeting entered
into thelr first business session this morning, when
reports of district officers, chairmen and club
delegates were heard, Mrs, F. R, Pettengell of
Cleburne, district president, conducted the session
in the Turner Hotel roof garden.

Additional arrivals late Wednesday and Thurs-
day morning swelled the total of visitors to more
than 150, and many more were expected during the
afternoon.

Ad journlng shortly before noon, the delegates
motored to the State Training School for Girls, east
of the clty where they were guests of Mrs, Agnes
Stevens, superintendent, at a luncheon, and enjoyed a
musical program given by the students of the school,

Principal speakers at the afternoon sesslon
were Mrs, R, F. Lindsay, state president, who dis-
cussed "Federation Facts,” and Dr, J. 0. Ieath of
Kidd-Key College at Sherman, 'The pProgram was inter-
spersed by musical selections by visiting artists
and Gainesville talent.

"Presidents' Evening" was Observed when the
convention opened Wednesday evening at the hotel
and Mrs. Pettengell delivered her annual address,

T1p14.




80

Characterizing members of the Federation as treasure
Seekers in search of health, the ideal home, better
law enforcement, education, safety, and the oppor-
tunlity for service, Mrs, Pettengell ur%ed her hearers
to avold the greatest menace to their "treasure
chests," fear and indifference,

Lee Simmons, recently named superintendent of
the ﬁtate prison system, spoke on “Our Prison Sys-
tenm,

The visitors were welcomed to Geinesville in
behall of the city by Mayor Frank Morris, Jr,, and
for the club women of the gity by Mrs, J, T. Morrow,

. president of the XLI Club.

The next day's comment read, in part:

The report of the credentials committee showed
2 total of 174 visitors, including two national of-
ficers, three state officers, eight state chairmen,
seven distriet officers, thirty-nine digtrict chalr-
men, 73 club delegates and 42 visitors,

The tea given by the XLI Club was described as fol-

lows:

Among the unusual social affairs of the week
in Galnesville and a high point in the Second Dis-
trict Federation of Women's Clubs Conventlon, was a
tea given by Mrs, J. D, leeper Wednesday afternoon
at her home on East Church Street, when she honored
the convention visitors. . . .

Among those who assisted Mrs. leeper in receivy-
ing were Mmes, J. H. Midkiff, J. T. Morrow, Harry :
Rosenstein, Iouis D, Marn, William H. Rue, Hill Camp~
bell, and Misses Carolyn McClure, Ruth Garvey, Ruth
Loftus, Rebecca Thayer, Gertrude Adams, Miriam Mshan
and Voncile Iiddell,

Mrs. Yancy Culp, Mrs, Ray Winder and Miss
Berrian Webb offered a group of plano selections and
Mlss Ieota Bosley and John Iouis Koethe gave several

violin numbers., Mrs, Iouis A, House sang several
numbers,

8n61up Women Begin Business Sessions Here on Thursday, *
Gainesville Daily Register, April 3, 1930.

Q“Hillsboro Winner of 1931 Meeting of Women's Clubs, "
Gainesville Dally Register, April 4, 1930,
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One hundred and twenty-five guests attended the
event,

Mrs., leeper organized the XLI Club and it ii
one of the thirteen original clubs in the state,40

Another highlight of this convention was the honor
bestowed upon a XLI Club member, Mrs. J, T, Morrow, who be-
came & member of the c¢lub in 1921 and whose service was

thus described:

Mrs., J. T. Morrow, for four years president of
the XII Club, who retires from office this spring,
was presented with a past president's pin Friday,
by Mrs. Frank Marshall of Hillsboro.

The pin was presented during the Federation of
Women's Clubs Convention and was the first glven
since the emblem was adopted by the district, and
was glven in recognition of her service to the Club,
by the Club members,ll

Front-page publicity was accorded the Second Dlstrict
Conventlon, 1n 1940, by the local newspaper, The conven-
tion of 1918 had been accorded an inside column or two.
Greetings from the XLI Club were brought to the 1940 con-
ventlon by the XLI Club president, Mrs. Word Payne. Mrs,
John W, Culp was general chairman for this convention,
This was said of the convention:

Club women of Second District gathered in
Galnesville Tuesday morning to participate in the
38th annual convention of Texas Federation of Woumen's
Clubs as the two-day sesslon was formally opened at
10 A, M. at the Turner Hotel, headquarters for the

meeting, One~hundred and fifty women had registered
up to noon, with a large number expected to arrive

10™yisitors ! Tea Is Highlight or Convention," Gaines-
ville Daily Register, April B, 1930.

1lupgpg, J. T. Morrow Is Honored at Convention, " Gaines-
ville Daily Register, April 5, 1930,
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during the afternoon, Junior club women will come
Wednesday for thelr part in the convention, , . .

National and state officlals were recognized
at the opening session; Mrs, Joseph M, Perkins,
Eastland, president of the state organlzation;

Mrs, J. W, Walker, Plalnview; Mrs, R, J. Turrentine,
Denton; Mrs, 0, H, Carlisle, Houston; Mrs, W, g.
Douglas, S8an Angelo; and Miss Ruth Douglas, Denton;
and Mrs, Geo. A, Ripley, Pallas,

Mrs, J, M. Wilfong, Galnesville, president, pre-
sided for the opening formalities, , . .

On behalf of the City of Galnesville, Cecil
Murphy, mayor, welcomed the visiting women, Mrs,
Word H, Payne, president of the hostess organliza-
tion, the XLI Club, expressed the welcome from the
members, , , , 12

Gelebration of the 50th anniversary of the
General Federation of Women's Clubs was impressively
observed Tuesday evening at the president 's banguet
glven on the roof garden of the Turper Hotel, Elab-
orate decorations in gold and white for the tables
carried out the golden jubilee theme. The federa-
tlon was founded April 24, 1890, and thi year
many blrthday parties are being given in observance
of the anniversary,

Ploneer club women of the district were honored
on thls occasion as & part of the golden jubilee
celebration. . ., , Mrs, J. D. leeper, founder of the
XLI Club, was among the ploneer women introduced at
the dinner, She has continuously been in service
of the c¢lub since 1893,

A huge beautifully decorated cake in white was
placed in front of the speaker's table and the cere-
mony of cutting the cake was done by Mrs. Perkins,
after a birthday wish was given by Mrs, Turrentine.
Mrs. Walton Wilfong rlayed as a violin number,
"Happy Birthday," accompanied by Mrs. Yancy Gulp.l3

The following editorial appeared on the front page of
the Galnesville Daily Reglster:

12unistriet Clubs in Session,” Gainesville Daily
Register, April 23, 1940, _ -

13“Anniversary'ninner Is Given for Club Women, " Gaines-
ville Daily Reglster, April 24, 140,
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Somewhat earlier than ordinarily, there was un-
usual bustling in a number of Gainesville homes
Tuesday morning. . . .

The reason? Yes, you guessed it: Gainesville
1s host today and Wednesday to several hundred
charming ladies attending the annual gpring conven-
tion of the Second District, Texas Federation of
Women's Clubs.

It has been ten years since the organization
last favored Galnesville with 1ts presence, , . .

"What Is Worth While" is the convention theme,
the suceess of which is vouchsafed by the subjects
to be discussed and the Sterling characters of those
selected to lead the discussions,

Galnesville 1s elated, Ladies, that you are

confidence in her ablllty that you manifested, when
you chose Mrs. J, M, Wilfong, of thig clty, as your
president, She has worked zealously and successfully
for your cause, which is but characteristic of her
every-day lire,

The homes and the hearts of our citizens are
open wide to you. Avail yourself of them, May you
return often and linger wlth us S0 that we may be
more helpful in the great work to which you have
dedicated your energies.l

Besldes belng affiliated with the Texas Federation of
Women's Clubs, the Music Department is also afflliated with
the Texas Federation of Music Clubs. The Music Department
First assessed themselves thirty cents each to pay state
dues,15 It is now necessary to make a one-dollar assesg-
ment per member in order to pay state dues, The Music De-
partment entertained the Second District Federatilon of Music

Clubs in 1934 and again in 1939,

14"Wélcome, Federated Clubs,” Gadnesville Dally Regis-
Ber, April 23, 1loig,

15Minutes of the Musaice Department , November 22, le2k,




Eh

The convention delegates of 1934 were welcomed to
Gainesville by Ruth Garvey, chairman of the Music Depart-
ment of the XII Club; by John W, Culp, Mayor of QGalnes-
ville; by H. 0. McCain, superintendent of Schools; and by
Joe Ieonard, President of the Gainesville Chamber of Com-

merce, The Geinesville Daily Reglster devoted a specilal

section of the paper, November 9, 1934, to this convention,

It atated that
The convention will be honored with the pres-
ence of Mrs., I, D, Cole of Amarillo, state presi-
dent, and Mrs. Grace Godard of Houston, state cor-
responding secretary,
A buslness session will be held Friday after-
noon. The meeting will adjourn at 4:30 oteclock for
a tea 1In the home of Mrs., W, J. Frice, where a spe-
clal musical program will be %1ven by Gainesville,
Dallas, and Sherman artists,l
Mrs, Yancy Culp was the local rrogram chalrman and was
the dilstrict chairmsn for American muglice, Mrs, Cecll
Tinsley served as chalrman of credentiasls and as district
education chalrman., Mrs, Yancy Culp is the only member of
the local club to serve as president of the Second District
Federation of Music Clubs,
The following account will help explain why the dele-
gates to the 1939 Second District Federation of Music Clubs

convention thought 1t was an unusually good convention:

16”Gainesville Is Host to Second District Group, "
Galnesville Dally Register, November 9, 193k,
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One hundred and Fifty club women will arrive
in Gainesville Thursday to attend the two-day meet-
ing of the Second District, Texas Federation of
Music Clubs which will be held at the Turper hotel,

Delegates for the convention are to be enter-
talned in a splendid manner during their stay in
Gainesville. Luncheons, a formal dinner, a break-
fast, a circus party, a fine arts program one even-
ing, followed by & dance, have been arranged to en-
tertain the women when they are not in business ses-
slon,

Mrs. Yaney L. Culp is general chairman of en-
tertainment, and is being assisted by members of the
local club.

L] L] L] . - * [ ] L} - - L4 . . L] . - L [ ] . . * L) - L *

Mrs, Bard W. Paul of Dallas, second distriect
pregident, is to preside during the comvention,
Other district officers include Mrs, Cecil H. Tinsley,
Galnesville, vice president,iy

The most unusval feature of this convention was thus

described by the Galresville Daily Register:

An innovation in entertainment for delegates
to the Second District Federation of Music Clubs con-
vention will be offered in Gainesville Friday after-
hoon from 4 to 6 o'clack in Faip Park Auvditorium,
Instead of the customary formal tea which is an

the other extreme ang Will present a circuys party in
& very informal manner for entertainment of the
visitors,

The circus party will give the delegates a sam-
Ple of the features which are presented each year by
the Gainesville Community Circus,

Fair Park Auditorium will be transformed into a
one-ring circus arena, and the visitors will be
seated circus style on the benches along the east
wall of the auditorium,

The program will begin with a calliope number
by Mrs, Yancy Culp, recording secretary of the State
Federation of Music Clubs, and one of the original
members of the communlty clrcus,

1715ec0ona District Federation of Music Clubs Opens Con-

vention Here Thursday," Gainesville Daily Register, Novem-
be]." l) 1939-
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Then the circus band will strike up and an

hour's program will be presented., ., , , The only

difference from this program and the regular cir-

cus performance is that it will be a one-ring show

instead gg three rings, and the animal acts are

omltted,

The local club has made other contributions to federa-
tion work, A few club members have served 1n dlstrict and
state offices, and many have served as chailrmen éf various
committees. The club has extended many Iinvitations to
federation officers to visit the ¢lub and speak before it,
On several occasions these guest speakers have been asked
for the first meeting of each year, which 1s president!'s
evening,

Those who have served as president of the XII Club
from the beginning are: Mrs. C. C, Hemming, 1894-1899;
Mary J. Cox, 1899-1900; Mrs., W. O, Davis, 1900-1903;

Gertha E. Lockard, 1903-1908; Mrs. F. A, Tyler, 1908-1909;
Iillian Gunter, 1509-1910; Mrs. R. E, Thomason, 1810-1911;
Mrs. H. 8. Holman, 1911-1912; Mrs, N. C, Snider, 1912-1913;
Mrs, J, H, Midklff, 1913-1915; Mrs. Charles F. Rice, 1915-
1916; Mrs, T. Fred Robbins, 1916-1917; Valentine Maupin,
1917-1918; Mrs, Newsom Dougherty, 1918-1919; Mrs. C. Sebas-
tian, 1919-1920; Mrs. W, L. Blanton, 1920-1921; Sara Davis,
1921-1922; Mrs, lew Allen, 1922-1923; Voncile liddell, 1g23-
1926; Mrs., J. T, Morrow, 1926-1930: Mrs. Harry Rosenstein,

18161 pous Party to Be Innovation for Delegates, ™
Gainesville Daily Reglster, November 1, 1939,
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1930-1932; Mrs, John W, Culp, 1932-1933; Mrs. J. T. Morrow,
1933-1934; Voncile ILiddell, 1934-1936; Mrs, J. M. Wilfong,
1636-1938; Mrs, Word Fayne, 1938-1940; Carolyn MeClure,
1G40-1G44; Mrs, John Gray, 1944-1946; Mrs, Hubert Moss,
1946-1948; Mrs, Cecil H. Tinsley, 1948-1950; and Mrs.

John W. Culp, 1950-,

The number of vice-presidents, in any one year, has
varied according to the number of departments in the ciub.
The club voted on Januvary 5, 1924, to become departmental .
The necessary changes were made 1n the constitution and by-
laws, 19 A vote was taken from each member specifying the
department of the club which she wished to joln. This
account was given of the organization of the Nature Study
Department ;

At a special meeting held Saturday afternoon,

the Gardening and Nature Department of the XILI Club

was organized with Douglas RBomar as chalrman and

Mrs, W. T, Lewis, secretary. . ., , This department

wlll meet the first Wednesday in each month and will

confine i1ts work to the study of nature in its vapi-
ous aspects,

Douglas Bomar as chairman of the Nature Department be-
came second vice-president of the club, She held this of-

fice for two years, after which the department ceased to

exlist,

19invtes of the XII Club, January 5, 1924,

Eo”crganization of Gardening and Nature Department of

XLI Club,” Galnesville Daily Register, May 14, 192k,
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The Idterary Department was organized with a larger

membership.EI

Mrs. J. N. McArdle was the first chairman

of this department and became the first vice-president of
the club, Others who have served as first vice-presidents
are Mrs, Hill Ceampbell, Carolyn McClure, Mrs. J. T. Morrow,
Mrs. R. C, Whiddon, Mrs, Harry Rosenstein, Mrs. Word Payne,
Mrs. A. Baker, Mrs. John Gray, Mrs. Al Blohm, Mrs, Roy
Brazelton, Mrs, G, O, Breeding, and Mrs, L. H, McLaughlin,
The Literary Department now holds afternoon meetings on
the third Tuesday of each month. The department held two
meetlngs each month when it was first organized,

The minutes of the general club fail to mention the
organlzation of the Music Department, It was organized in
the spring of 1924, and the department programs appear in
the yearbook. Mrs, Yancy Culp and Voncile Liddell were
present at the organizational meeting and are still mem-
bers of the Muslic Department. Mildred Dickerman, now Mrs.
Yancy Culp, was elected chairman of the department, which
made her the third vice-president of the general elub.22

AL present, this office has the rank of second vice-pregi-

dent. Others who have served in this capacity are Vonecile

2IMinutes of the XLI Glub, May 10, 1924,

22Statements by Mrs. Yancy Culp and Voncile Iiddell
in personal interviews, October, 1950, :
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Iiddell, Berrlan Webb, Emma Eubank, Ruth Garvey, Blanche
Brooks, Iols Snoddy, Mrs. Wslton Wilfong, Virginia Moseley,
Mrs, Cecll Tinsley, Mrs. John W, Culp, Mrs, Hans Cook,

and Mrs, G, H., Holland, The Music ﬁepartment held two
meetlngs each month during the first year of 1its exdistence,
but since then has met only once a month on the first Tues-
day evening,

The club minutes also fail to record the organization
of the American Home Department. The minutes record on
October 3, 1925, the election of a member for the American
Home Department. It was probably organized the previous
spring. As the names of women who were elected to member-
ship in the spring appear on the American Home Department
roll in the yearbook for 1925-1926, the organization must
have occurred during the early months of 1925, The chair-
man of this department became the fourth vice-president of
the club, Those who served in this capacity were Mrs, E. N.
Blackburn, Mrs, William Rue, Mrs, Herry Bertram, Mrs. L. L.
Johnson, and Mrs, B, F, Mitchell. The American Home De-
partment voted, February 3, 1934, to unite with the Literary
Department.

The departmentalization of the club is shown by the
following report:

With the majority of the members of the three

departments of the XLI Club present Saturday after-
noon, an inspiring and enjoyable meetling was held,
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Business before the club consisted of final plans
for Art Week and arrangements for the lectures by
Stella Hope Shurtleff, noted art critic of Hous ton,
who will come to this eity toconduct a course, be-
ginning October 13 to 18 inclusive in the audi-
torlum of the Library. The club is sponsoring these
lectures which will be given at 4 and 8 P, M, for
five consecutive days.

The program for the afternoon opened with the
singing of "America the Beautiful® in union after
which Mrs. W, O, Davis spoke to the new members
explaining the functioning of the club which was op-
ganlzed 31 years ago and has steadlly been growing
with never a thought of disbanding. She also gave a
brlef and interesting history of the organization
and lts accomplishments,

Miss Mildred Dickerman, who is chairman of the
Muslc Department, outlined the courses of study ar-
ranged for this group for the next four years and in
an enthuslastic manner spoke of a brilliant future
for this band of music lovers,

From the chalrman of the Nature Study Depart-
ment, Miss Douglas Bomar, the general asgembly heard
of a comprehensive program which has been planned
for those interested along this line.

The Literary Department of which Mrs. J. K.
MchArdle is chairman, also heard insplring remarks
from her, This department is carrying on the original
studies of the club and contains the largest member-
ship.

Miss Voncile Liddell, president of the ¢ lub,
expressed her appreciation for the cooperation she
has received from the members of the club and in
her address spoke of a woman's place in the home ,
concluding her remarks with the recitation of a
poem entitled "Roofs."

In her rich, dramatic contralto voice, Miss
Maurine Liles sang "E'en as the Flower" at the close
of' the program, She wag accompanied at the plano
by Mrs, A, N, Mahaffey, 3

A Junior XII Club, composed of high-school and Junior~
college-age girls, was organized in the fall of 1929, It

3"XLI Club Holds Splendld Meeting,” Gainesville Daily
Register, October 6, 192k, ,
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was patterned after the senior club, with music and liter-
ary depart;men*l;:ss.22‘L Each department sent representatives
to the meetings of the XLI Club., Elizabeth Graham was the
first presldent of the Junior XLI Club. This c¢lub func-
tioned until the last of the ¢lub year of 1932-1933,

The Sweet Sixteen Club is mentioned in the minutes of
the XII Club, On February 3, 1906, the c¢lub voted to in-
vite thelr younger sisters, the Sweet Sixteen Club, to meet
with them on Guest Day., A vote of thanks was tendered on
March 23, 1912, to the Sweet Sixteen Club for the gift of a
planc to the XII Club. A letter from the Sweet Sixteen
Club said:

Our Sweet Sixteen Club having disbanded some
time ago and their [there] being no hope of reor-
ganlzing, we the 0ld members desire that our plano
be given to the XII Club, in recognition of the
fact that the ladies of that club assisted us in
obtaining thls piano, Also because it is the only
ladles club 1n Galnesville and several of our for-
mer members now belong to it.2

The piano is now in the club roous.

it seéms that the club has followed the advice of Mrs,
Percy V. Pennybacker when she said that all knowledge is
futile that is not used for the good of others and that

no club has a right to be content unless it 1s dolng something

®*Minutes of the Junior XII Club, 1929-1933.
“Mimutes of the XLI Club, February 3, 1906.
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for its community.26 The club has followed a pattern of
self-improvement which 1t made for itself fifty-seven years
ago. Zervice has been added to this pattern, |

The club has taken from and added to its constitution
and committees, The committees have increased from three
L0 seventeen, However, there has been no set number, and
they have varied from year to year as needs arose, The
greatest change was shown in the yearbook of 1914-1915,
when seven committees were listed instead of only four
that had been listed in the yearbooks for several years,
During and after World War I additional committees were ap-
polnted, Some of these additions were made because of sug-
gestions from the State and General Federations, The dues
have been tripled since the organization of the ¢lub, but
fines and initiation fees remain the same,

Another change was made in the constitutlon whereby
more members might be admitted., At present there are forty-
8ix active members, two honorary, and three 1life members
in the club, Tke club roster includes Mmes, A, Bsker,

R. E, Bandy, Walterp Blandford, W, L. Blanton, Al Blohm,
Roy Brazelton, G, 0. Breeding, H, M. Butler, W, H. Campbell,
Ruby Carroll, Hans Cook, John W, Culp, Yaney Culp, W, O.
Davis, L, C. Pennis, John Gray, Arie Gudgell, B. P, Hendley,

26Christian, op. eit., p. ix,
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G. H. Holland, Jack Howeth, J, L, Ieazer, E, V. lesley,
Iols Iwuecas, I, H. McLaughlin, E, ¢, Mead, J. T, Morrow,
Hubert Moss, W, 8. Potts, Charles Priddy, C. B. Thayer,
Cecil Tlnsley, amd E, I, Townsley; Misses Theo Bagwell,
Margaret Bradley, Marie Cannon, Iillian Doty, Elizabeth
Graham, Layuna Hicks, Virginia Iauderdale, Martha Liddell,
Voncile Liddell, Carolyn McClure, Betty Sellars, Ethel Pay-
lor, Ruth Young, and Ruth Garvey, Honorary members are
Mrs., Perry Wilson and Mrs. J. M. Wilfong, Life members are
Mmes. W, 0, Davis, W. L. Blanton, and Miss Carolyn McClure,

In this brief history there are some women whose promi-
nence is made possible through the help furnished by the
memwbers of the club, Each woman who has served as a member
of the club might be given recognition, The women of the
¢lub have begun many of the services now carried on by
other organizations of the c¢ity. The XILI Club is the only |
club in Gainesville that 1s now affillated with the State
and General Federations. The history of the XII Club has
slgnificance for the citizens of Gainesville and Cooke
County. Many people are enjoying the benefits that were
instigated by the club,

The accomplishments of the XLI Club during its fifty-
Séven years of existence have been 80 many, so far-reaching,

80 comprehensive in theip implications, and so diversified
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that in this thesis it has Dbeen rossible only to touch a
few of the highlights,

"A Collect for Club Women, " which hangs on a wall of
the club rooms and has been printed regularly in the year-
books for thirty years, typifies the women of the XIT Club,

It reads:

Keep us, oh God, from pettiness; let us be
large in thought, 1n word, in deed,

Iet us be done with fault-finding and leave off
self-seeking,

May we put away all pretense and meet each other
face to face, without self-plty and without pre ju~
dice,

May we never be hasty in judgment angd always
generous,

Iet us take time for all things; make us to
grow calm, serene, gentle, Teach us to put into
action our better impulses, straightforward and un-
afrald,

Grant that we may realize it is the 1ittle
things that create differences, that in the big
things of life we are as one.

And may we strive to touch and to know the
great common human heart of us all, and, oh Lord
God, let us not forget to be kind!

-~ Mary Stewart,
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