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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

To make more abundant facilities for a more expressive life for all

has been the foremost thought and effort of each Park Board through the

years since the creation of the first Park Board May 30, 1905, by the

City Council of the City of Dallas, Texas.

The great stride which has been made by the Park Board in the des

velopnent, enlargement, and improvement of the Dallas Park and Recreation

System has created problems of considerable magnitude--those of maintain-

ing a proper balance between beauty and utility.

On one hand is the idea that the parks should be places of peace and

quiet and scenic beauty. On the other hand is the belief that they

should be places for play and recreation; consequently, the Board is con--

stantly confronted with the call for more room, more facilities, more-

equipment, and new ideas.

The function of the Park Board, therefore, is to develop the Park

and Recreation System along the lines that will satisfy both demands to

the utmost, without sacrificing any natural scenic or artificial beauties

the parks may contain.

The writer of this thesis became interested in the subject through

his work in the Dallas Park and Recreation Department.

I
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Purpose

This study was made to show the growth and development of the re-

creation movement; the acquisition of property, and improvements; costs;

facilities; activities; and participation from the beginning of the

movement in the City of Dallas, Texas from 1876 to 1946.

Sources of Information

This informant ion was gathered from the following sources:

1. Minute Books of the Park Department.

2. Town Council Records of the City of Dallas, Texas.

3. Annual Reports of the Director of the Park Department.

4. Personal interviews with Director of Park Department, Secretary

to the Park Board, and Assistants to the Director of the Park

Department.

5. Dallas County Records.

6. City Secretary's Records.

7. Personal Notebook of 3. Beulah Cauley, Secretary of the Park Board,

1920-1946.

8. Dallas Morning News.

9. Ordinance Books of the City of Dallas.

10. City Council Records.

Treatment of Data

The writer of this thesis, with the aid of the above sources, has

attempted to show in chronological order that growth and development of

the year round recreation program of the City of Dallas, Texas was a
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result of several underlying factors; na nly, ever increasing leisure time,

the biological inheritance of the race, the innate tendency of people to

express themselves through the avenue of play, and the increasing demand

of the people for facilities for play.



CEAPTER II

The foundation of the Dallas Park and Recreation System was laid in

1876 by the Town Council, when the City of Dallas, Texas acquired its

first ten acres of park property, today known as City Park. The pro-

ceedings started with the filing of a petition by I. y. Ealins offering to

sell ten acres to the City for the su of seven hundred dollars, taking

the "pest house" in at one hundred dollars, leaving a balance of six

hundred dollars to be paid. C. X. Keller, one of the outstanding citizens

of that time, agreed to pay two hundred dollars on the purchase, leaving

four hundred dollars to be paid. The City, being short of funds, could

not see its way clear to pay the :ibur hundred dollars in cash, but agreed

to cancel taxes on all of 3. J. Eakin' s property for four years. This

offer was accepted by 5. T. Eakins, and the City thus acquired its first

park acreage. 1  In 1881 five years later, the City purchased the entire

Waterworks System from the Water Supply Company, for the sum of $65,QOO. 2

This property, then known as Browder Springs, was the City's source of

water supply. The property adjoined the ten acres acquired from y. 3.

Eakins, and included all the waterworks properties, both real and personal.

Also included were eight and one tenth acres of land to be added to the

ten acres making eighteen and one tenth acres. Four years later, in 1885,

1 Torn' sCouncil Records Vol. II, pp. 223, 226 and 235.

2 Report compiled in 1921 by Emil Fretz, Vice President, Park Board,
from Dallas Morning ews, May 29, 1921, Vol. nClv, No. 241.

4

_. . -
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the City purchased three-fourths an acre at a cost of 01,700,3 making the

acreage in this park eighteen and eighty-eight hundredths acres, costing

$67,100.

Apparently very little was done toward improving this park until

1896, when the Board of Aldemen employed W. R. Tietze to take charge of

the City's "entire park system." 4 City Park contained, according to

W. R. Tietze, one ramshackled building about 10x25 feet, in the nature

of a greenhouse; about twelve geraniums; a banana bed, and a small number

of hedge plants; and tools to the amount of $13.95.5 With the greenhouse

facilities mentioned, and one man as a part time helper, W. R. Tietze

began the propagation of plants and shrubs for the Dallas Park System.

In 1898 the old pump house located on the park was converted into a

greenhouse. In 1900 Ed Bilger was employed to assist W. R. Tietze.6

In the next seven years nothing was done to improve the recreation

facilities in the park, but on March 11, 1907, the Park Superintendent

was authorized by the Board to permit the children to use the hollow in

City Park, with a view of converting it into an athletic field;7 but

two weeks later a protest was filed by the citizens against the playing

of baseball in the park as it was a nuisance to the neighbors, As a

result of this protest a motion was passed prohibiting the playing of

3lbid.

lbid.
5lbid.

6bid.

Minutes of Board, Vol. I, p. 263. All succeeding references of
this source will be M.B.

-'- .......... ::.:.. :. - - - i .ti .. : : -:,-,::_u. .i r_. _ni-... .. rte..,



6

baseball in City Park.8 Improvements made on the park over a period of

years were the construction of a concrete concession stand, two comfort

stations, a band stand which was demolished in 1940, five greenhouses,

four tennis courts, other types of athletic game courts and fields, a

retaining wall, a community house, winding walks, shrubs, and curbs.

In March, 1938,9 the name was changed to Sullivan Park in honor of

Dan F. Sullivan, but was changed back to "City" on May 13, 1941.10

The facilities to be found on this park are a wading pool, a swim-

ming pool, four tennis courts, a playground ball diamond, a volley ball

court, a basket ball court, a combination football and soccer field, a

community center, two comfort stations, two picnic units, a concession

stand, and playground apparatus consisting of a sand bed for tiny tots,

twelve swings, one slide, two seesaw units, and a merry whirl. The

Variety Clubs of America, Dallas Unit, erected the swimming pool, 45x145

feet at a cost of $20,000, and presented the pool to the Board on August

10, 1940.11 The pool is operated under the supervision of the Y. M. 0. A.

and the Park Board is to provide water and lights.

The next properties to be acquired for park purposes by the City of

Dallas were boulevard parkways which were donated to the City in 1889.

One was Park iow Boulevard, extending from Grand Avenue to Gould Street,

which consisted of one and a half acres. This property is maintained by

8M. , Vol. I, p. 269.

9.B. ,Vol. It, p. 82.

10 Vol. XII, p 268.

ol.,Vol. i, p. 216.
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the Park Department as a beauty spot of the city. The other is a similar

piece of property located at Colonial Avenue and the H. and T. C. Railroad.

It was donated and filed for record May 2, 189. This land has an area of

26,712 square feet. 12

Fair Park, the home of the State Fair of Texas, was acquired origi-

nally by the City of Dallas by levying an annual tax of one-tenth of one

percent during the years of 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1907, for the purpose of

purchasing the property known as "Texas State Fair Grounds and its im-

provements" for a public park. One hundred and twenty-five warrants in

the sum of $1,000 each were issued bearing interest of six percent semi-

annually.

This valuable holding was really donated to the City by the Stock-

holders of the State Fair, who had met reverses by way of a destructive

fire and unprofitable exhibitions. 1 3

The City agreed to pay the mortgage on the property, to build an ex-

hibition building, and to start on a sewer system for the grounds, spending

$125,000 for the improvements. The original tract of land consisted of

117 acres. The Fair Association, being newly organized, went into con-

tract with the City to operate the State Fair of Texas for twenty-five

years, the City being the owner of the grounds and all the buildings

already erected and those to be erected.

At this time the City Charter was changed, to create a Board of

Park Couissioners and to levy a ten cent tax to be used for park

Personal Interview, Beulah Cauley, Secretary to Board.

13
Thid.
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purposes. 1 4 The first Board was appointed by Bryan T. Barry, Mayor of

Dallas, on May 30, 1905, and confirmed by the City Council. 15 Bryan

Barry called a meeting of the appointed members who were M. N. Baker,

W. 0. Conner, Nail Fretz, T. T. occkford, and Lawrence Miller, who had been

appointed Secretary to the Board. 1 6 All foiterly acquired property was

turned over to the newly appointed Board, and the permanent park organi-

zation was thus formed.

In 1908 it became necessary to enlarge Fair Park because the owner

of the entire frontage on Pennsylvania Avenue decided to sell this strip

in lots, putting back yards directly against the Fair Grounds. There

being no money available by the Par4 Board, its members and members of

the Fair Directors gave their personal notes in payment for this property,

taking chances of getting their money back from the City of Dallas

later. Additional property was then bought along Pacific Avenue, giving

Fair Park an entire frontage from Parry to Pennsylvania Avenues. After

years of successful operation the State Fair again needed more grounds, and

Gaston Park thirteen and thirty-five hundredths acres was purchased for

$96,500 on most liberal terms from W. H. Gaston. 1 8  The whole of these pur-

chases made Fair Park one of the most valuable Parks and fair grounds in

the United States.

14Am nded Charter, Section 62A (City of Dallas).

o.Vol. 1, p. 1.

17

17Personal Interview, Beulah Cauley.

18
LB., Vol. III, p. 107.

WA&*%kWfi4-"
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The matter of changing the name of Fair Park to Gaston Park, in

honor of Vi. H. Gaston, was submitted to the Board, and action was de-

ferred on January 3, 1913.19 The Park Board adopted a motion to change

the name on July 10, 1923.20 On February 19, 1932 a letter was received

from W. H. Gaston thanking the Board for its action relative to changing

the name of Fair Park to Gaston Park and asking that the action be with-

drawn, in view of the disadvantages that might be occasioned.

In 1936, twenty-nine and forty-two hundredths additional acres were

purchased for the sum of $461,135.21 This purchase was to be called the

Civic Center of the City of Dallas. This property is a part of the Fair

Grounds, which is located from Parry to Pennsylvania Avenues, along

Second Avenue.

The facilities offered at Fair Park include an automobile and

manufacturers building, built in 1922 at a cost of 3152,342.21 and later

improved for the Texas Centennial. The building was for years used for

indoor recreation. The building burned about 1:30 A. M. on the morning of

February 10, 1942,22 but there are plans now to rebuild. The auditorium

which will seat 4,459 people, was built in 1925 at an approximate cost of

$509,000. The City sold $509,000 in municipal auditorium warrants to

defray the cost of construction. Edwin Kiest made the initial payment of

$5,000 on the pipe organ for the building. In 1936 the auditorium was

19 .B.,Vol. III, p. 195.

20M.B., Vol. V, p. 242.

., Vol. VIII, pp. 492, 03, 04, 09, 500, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 09,
516, 17, 21, 31, 36.

Dallas Mong Ne, February 10, 1942.



leased to General Motors Company for its exhibit during the Centennial

and was later restored to its original condition.2 3

In 1913 the Park Board turned over to the State Game Fish and

Oyster Commission an area of thirteen acres to be used as a fish

hatchery.2 In 1934 the Hatchery was moved to White Rock Lake to make

room for the R. B. George Race Track. 2 5

In 1921 the State Fair, at its own expense, built a stadium with a

seating capacity of 16,000 at Fair Park at a cost of *55,147. This

frame stricture was demolished in 1930 when the Cotton Bowl was built

by the State Fair. The new stadium, which seats 45,610 people, was

built at a cost of $360,000. It officially became known as the Cotton

Bowl on January 28, 1936.26 The Cotton Bowl Football game between the

Southwest Conference Champion and a selected team is played in the

stadium each New Year's Day.

The Park Department in 1926 constructed for recreational purposes

a 400,000 gallon capacity swimming pool at Second and Grand Avenues.

The cost of this pool was $?5,437. It will accomodate 600 bathers. This

pool is entirely above ground, with lockers and dressing rooms on the

side below the concourse of the pool. The pool was closed in 1931 and

reopened again in 193$ after repairs were made at the coat of $2,584.61

of which $1,261.96 was paid out of the Park Improvement Fund. 7

2 3M.., Vol. IX, pp. 82, 88.

"M B.,Vol. III, pp. 229, 231.

25 M.B, Vol. IX, pp. 235, 293; M.B., Vol. VIII, p. 520.

2 %. , Vol. VIII, p. 594.
27M.B., Vol. VIII, p. 57'; M.B., Vol. VIII, p. 489,
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The Dallas News donated in 1909 to the Park Department a replica of

the Alamo. 2 8 The original structure was demolished in 1935, and another

one on a larger scale, was erected at the corner of Pennsylvania and

Second Avenues. 2 9

The memorials found in Fair Park are: the Sidney Smith Memorial, a

fountain which was erected in 1916 as a memorial to Sidney Smith, the

first Secretary to the State Fair; the Fireman's Monument, originally

erected in City Park and later moved to Fair Park near the Police and

Fireman's Building; the A. C. McClellan Fountain, donated by his wife

Allie C. McClellan in 1928 in memory of her husband.3 0

In 1934 at the location of the State Fish Hatchery, R. B. George

built a racing plant at a cost of $264,641. This plant contained

thirty-two and eight tenths acres of land, a stadium, barns and other

equipment. 3 1

The Civic Center, erected in 1935-1936 for the Texas Centennial

included the institute of fine arts, band shell, the aquarium, the

educational building, the museum of natural history, the domestic arts

building, the horticulture building, the hall of State, the Portland

Cement House32 and the Contemporary House, which was loaned to the

Girl Scouts for five years beginning July 26, 1938. The National Parks

Service Building, which was erected by the Civilian Conservation Corps,

a44 jB., Vol. II, pp. 157,181.

29 .. ,Vol. VIII, pp. 386, 415.

30Personal Interview, Beulah Cauley.

3_. .,Vol. VIII, p. 520; M.B., Vol. IX, p. 293.

32Instrument of Conveyance, Dec. 15, 1937. File ttt - Fair Park
CentennflE tie.

-Wvffl& -
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had a contract which calls for the building to become the property of

the Park Board at the close of the Centennial celebration. 3 3

Other facilities in Fair Park consist of Railton Field, which is

one of the lighted athletic fields of the Park Department, and is

located on Second and Grand Avenues. It was constructed in 1938 at a

cost of $950, and contains two lighted playground ball diamonds and

bleachers. The field was named in honor of R. y. Railton, a member of

the Park Board. The name was changed April 30, 1940 to the Fair Park

softball field,34 its first name never having become official. The rose

gardens planted in 1936 contain 250 bushes on a quarter acre of land.

The live stock show arena has been converted into an ice arena for

daily ice skating and the home of the "Texans" Ice Hockey Team. 3 5

The other buildings in Fair Park are used for fair exhibitions only.

Sullivan Circle, located at Hughes and Ervay Streets, having an area

of one hundred and ninety-three thousandths of an acre was donated to the

Park Department in 1907 by the developers of this area.3 8 This property

contains water fountains for the convenience of those who pass by.

The first property actually purchased by the Park Board for park

purposes, according to dates shown on property records, was the Kinder-

garten lot located on Cedar Springs and Ashland Avenues. This purchase

made in 1908 contained two thousand seven hundred fifty-seven ten thou-

sandths of an acre and cost $,300.37 In 1929 the Park Board sold to the

33M.B., Vol. IC p. 37. 34., Vol. 1, p. 263.

3t ., Vol. 1, p. 199. M.B., Vol. I, pp. 377, 388.

35 M.B., Vol. , p. 290.

$ ,_... - 1. _.. $.. .Sly. " 'va. r..:j.-.xy:c _ .- dR5 49 ti



Dallas Free Kindergarten a fifty by fifty toot lot for the sum of

$500,36 leaving two thousand one hundred eighty-seven ten thousandths of

an acre to the Park. The disposition of Kindergarten Lot was as

follows. 3 9 The Park Board received $1,500 for this property in connec-

tion with the widening of Turney Street and retained a contingent in-

terest in the amount of $2,330.90 in the property now owned by the City

of Dallas and the remaining portion of the ground on Cedar Springs,

formerly occupied by the Day Nursery Association. The $1,500 check re-

ceived was deposited to Account III, Receipt number 310, Park Improve-

ment Fund.

Also in 1908 a small square shaped plot with an area of one and

eighteen hundredths acres located at Swiss, Oak, and Floyd Streets was

purchased by the Park Board. The cost of this park was $9,800 of which

*2,000 was donated by interested citizens. Because of the time of pure

chase this park was located in the central part of the city and because

of the shape of the park, the Park Board named it Central Square. 4 0

The facilities found in the park are as follows: one sand bed for tots;

one volley ball court; one merry whirl; four seesaws; six swings; a

drinking fountain; and an ornamental fountain, built in 1911 at a cost of

eight hundred dollars.

In 1908 and 1912 the Mrs. 3. P. Turner Plaza which consisted of one

and twelve hundredth acres was purchased from T. W. Field for $10,300.4

3.B.0Vol. VII, p. 346.

39 . , Vol. 1, p. 270.

40.B., Vol. II, p. 99.

,.Vol. III, pp. 149, 150, 232 and 245.
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In September, 193542 the Plaza was named in honor of Mrs. 3. P. Truer.

The park contains no playground apparatus but is equipped with benches

and a fountain donated by George W. Owens in 1915. This property was

turned over to the Board of Trustees of the Dallas Public Library on

July 1, 1912,43 for the location of the Oak Cliff Public Library.

A small triangle, called Monument Plaza, located at Elm and Good

Streets, was deeded to the Park Board in 1908, by a group called the

Dallas Confederate Monument Association. This group originally pur-

chased the nine thousandths of an acre plot to erect a monument to the

fallen southern patriots of the Civil War.

Iretz Park Community Center located at Corinth and Lamar Streets

was acquired in 1909 for the sum of $8,500. The park contains four and

one half acres and was purchased from the Dallas Trust and Savings Bank.

The property actually cost $11,000, but 42,500 was subscribed by private

individuals making the cost to the Park Board only $8,500.45

?retz Park, which is located in what was then known as the "Cotton

Mill District," was the Park Board's first Commnity Center. This park

was known as "Cotton Mill Playgrounds." On Thanksgiving Day, 1909, the

park was dedicated as Trinity Play Park.
48 The first improvements con-

sisted of a temporary bath house and combination kindergarten and assembly

,,Vol. VIII, p. 460.

43M., Vol.III, pp. 149, 151.

TMDallas County Records, Vol. 439, p. 146.

t, ,,sVol. II, p. 142.

46
.B., Vol. II, p. 187.
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room. Later a milk station was established by the Infants Welfare Asso:

elation. In 1927 the name was changed to Fretz Park in honor of Emil

Fretz, a member of the Park Board from the time of its organization in

1905 until May, 1926.47

The facilities which are available in Fretz Park are a field house,

a wading and swimming pool, a shelter, free shower baths, a basketball

court, two tennis courts, a playground ball diamond, a volley ball court,

a football-soccer field, and playground apparatus for children. The

Dallas Welfare Associations maintain at this park a kindergarten and free

milk station for the underprivileged of this area. Twenty-five feet

along the west side of this park was sold to Dallas County for the con-

struction of Corinth Street Underpass.

Upon the urgent request of the citizens and civic organizations of

Oak Cliff, the Park Board purchased a thirty-six acre tract in 1909 for

$15,000.49 This property was located at Marsalis and Crawford Streets.

This park, then known as Forest Park, marked the beginning of the park

and recreation areas for the part of Dallas west of the Trinity River.

Other purchases, which added to this original acreage, took place in

1920, 1924, and 1933. The present acreage is fifty and three hundred

and thirty-six thousandths acres and the total cost amounted to

$40,729.85.

The outstanding feature of Marsalis Park is its excellent zoo, which

47
M1.B., Vol. VII, p. 184.

., Vol. VIII, pp. 14, 17.

49
M.B., Vol. II, p. 113.
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was founded in 1912, and now contains about one thousand specimens. In

1925 the name was changed to Marsalis Park in honor of T. L. Marsalis,

one of the early founders of Oak Cliff. 5 0

The facilities and improvements made under the Works Progress Ad-

ministration's Park Improvement Program amounted to $65,932 and included

animal houses, walks, gutters, bridges, and landscaping. The facilities

offered on the park are tennis courts, baseball and softball diamonds,

picnic units, playground apparatus, and riding devices.

The next expansion of facilities was in the purchase of a seventeen

and five tenths acre tract known as Oak Lawn Park, located at Hall,

Lemmon, and Turtle Creek Boulevard. The purchase was made from the Dallas

Street Railway Company. At this time the park was used as a private park

by that company. T he name was changed to Lee Park in memory of Robert E.

Lee. 5 1 The Park Board's first free movies were given at this park in 1911

by Henry Putz. 5 2

The facilities offered here are comfort stations, a field house, a

museum, tennis courts, playground ball diamonds, roque courts, shuffle

board courts, picnic units, volley ball courts, basketball courts, a

wading and swimming pool, and playground apparatus.

Improvements made in Lee Park consist of a pavilion, walks, paving,

picnic units, a statue of Robert E. Lee, and a domino shelter. The Works

Progress Aainistrat ion Park Improvements amounted to over $30,000. The

LM.B., Vol. VI, pp. 147, 150.

BlVol. IX, p. 128.

5M.B., Vol. III, p. 37.
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replica of Lee's mansion was constructed under this program. The man-

sion is open for reservation for private parties.

In 1910 the parkway in Zang' s Boulevard extending from Beckley to

Davis Streets was donated to the Park Board. A. year later the parkway

in Tenth Street extending from Rosemont Street to Oak Cliff Boulevard

was dedicated to the Park Board.

Pike Park located on Hines Boulevard was purchased in 1912 for

$18,085. This park contains four and thirty-nine hundredths acres and

was officially named Sunmitt Park in 1913.53 The name was changed from

Summitt to Pike on July 12, 1927.54 The facilities offered on the park

are a wading and swimming pool, tennis court, baseball court, volley

ball court, basketball court, soccer field, football field, playground

apparatus, and free shower baths,

The major part of Turtle Greek Boulevard, approximately fifty acres,

was acquired in 1913-1915 and, according to the report of 1915, most of

the land was donated to the Park Board. The park area consists of

fifty-two and ninety-nine hundredths acres and the cost of the property

which was not donated to the Park Board was $47,851.88. The boulevard

extends the length of Turtle Greek from Reverchon Park to the city limits

of Highland Park. The acquisition of this property extends over a period

from 1913 to 1945.

Stemmons Plaza located at the intersection of Tenth, Tefferson, and

53
M.B., Vol. III, p. 249.

54
M.B., Vol. VII, p. 184.

_-- 11
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Windomere Streets was donated in 1913 to the Park Board by L. A.

Stemmons and his associates. 5 5 This plaza, triangular in shape, has an

area of 16,774 square feet and was officially named Stemnons Plaza by

the Park Board. 5 6

Buckner Park was purchased out of the first bond issued for park

purposes. The park was purchased in 1914 for the sum of $68,153.40 and

the area of this park is six and twenty-four hundredths acres. The park

was named in honor of R. C. Buckner, founder of Buckner' s Orphans Home

from whom a part of the property was purchased.67 The park is located

on Carroll, Worth, and Victor Streets. Being located directly across

from the David Crockett school, the property serves as a playground for

the school during school tenms as well as a playground thich is super-

vised during the summer by the Park Department. Additional land was

added to Buckner Park in 1945.

Some of the facilities offered here are tennis, wading, playground

ball, basketball, baseball, football, soccer, volley ball, playground

apparatus, picnic units, fountains, walks, flower gardens, and a con-

cession stand.

Another park acquired in 1914 located at Garrett, Bryan, and Green-

ville Avenue is Garrett Park. This park is five and thirty-seven hun-

dredths acres in size and was purchased for $30,000. The property was

purchased from A. C. Garrett in whose honor the park was named.5 With

M.B., Vol. III, p. 239. M.D., Vol. 17, p. 90.

56
MB., Vol. IV, p. 156.

57
M.D., Vol. 17, p. 89.
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its winding walks of granite gravel, ornamental lighting system, and

wonderfully developed flower and shrubbery beds, Garrett Park is one of

the most beautiful in the entire park system. The facilities include

a wading and swimming pool, a comfort station, a concession stand, a

basketball court, a football-soccer field, a volley ball court, a play-

ground ball diamond, tennis courts, and playground apparatus.

Ross Avenue Baptist Church started the custom of holding Sunday

Evening Church services at Garrett Park in the summer of 1924. This

custom has been enlarged to include various denominations.

Lake Cliff Park located at Colorado, Crawford, and Blaylock Drive

contains forty-four and five tenths acres. It was purchased in 1914 for

455,000 from C. W. Mangold, and E. W. 1rton.59 Fourteen and a half

acres of this park is under water. The facilities include a pool and

bath house, two comfort stations, picnic facilities, a rose garden and

pergolas, a cinder track, a water scooter concession, tennis courts, a

hard ball diamond, soft ball diamonds, volley ball courts, a soccer

field, roque courts, and playground apparatus. Works Progress Admini-

stration Improvements during 1936 to 1943 amounted to over $42,424.77.

Another park area was added in 1914. It was purchased jointly with

the Board of Educat ion. 6 0 The park was purchased out of the first bond

issue voted in 1913. This property was named Colonial Park and the

Park Board's share of the transaction amounted to $14,000. The Colonial

School is located here and for that reason the park serves a dual purpose.

M .B.,Vol. III, p. 53.

MOB.,'Vol. I7, pp. 29, 32, 45.
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The facilities here are a wading and swimming pool, playground ball

diamonds, and playground apparatus.

Still another park purchased in 1914-1917 was Exall Park tich is

located on Bryan, Live Oak, Hall, and Adair Streets. This park contains

eleven and one tenth acres and was purchased for the sum of $122,000,

which came out of the first bond issue. The facilities offered here in-

clude a wading and swimming pool, comfort stations, tennis courts, play-

ground ball diamonds, horse shoe courts, volley ball courts, basketball

courts, football-soccer field, picnic units, playground apparatus, and

lily ponds. The park was named in honor of Henry Exall, founder of the

Texas Industrial Congress. 6 1

Reverchon Park was bought in 1914 and additional property was added

to the original purchase in 1928 and 1946. Its location is at Turtle

Creek and Maple Avenues. The total cost of the park area was $41,128.

The original tract of thirty-six acres was acquired in 1914 from the

Cole Estates62 and others and three hundred twenty-seven thousandths of

an acre was acquired in 1928 from T. L. Bradford as a donation. When

the original tract was purchased, it was called Turtle Creek and was

changed to Reverchon in 1915.63

The available facilities at Reverchon are a comfort station, a

grandstand, a concession stand, an open air theatre, three baseball

diamonds, one of them lighted, two tennis courts, picnic units, horse

61MB., Vol. III, p. 267.

62M.B., Vol. 1V, p. 55.
63
M.., Vol. It, p. 267; M.B., Vol. IV, p. 108.

} - . i_ 4.. -



21

shoe courts, volley ball courts, basketball courts, a footballwsoccer

field, tin croquet courts, four lighted noque courts, and playground

apparatus. A gill well fountain was piped from Parkland Hospital in

1924. During the Works Progress Administrat ion Improvement Program

$16,724 was spent in this park.8 4 This program made possible the con-

struction of a sunken garden and island, an iris bowl, bridges, paving,

and structures to eliminate soil erosion.

The next acquisition made by the Park Department was Hall Street

Park for negroes which is bounded by Colby, Hall, Cochran, and Hugo

Streets. There are twelve and five hundred sixty-one thousandths acres

in the park for which the city paid $20,150 in 1915.65 The park con-

tains a field house, a swimming pool and bath house, tennis courts, ball

diamonds, volley ball courts, a football field, soccer field, drinking

fountains, and free shower baths. This park is covered mainly with

gravel, and bordered with hedge and grass. The name of the park was

changed to Griggs Park in memory of A. S. Griggs in 1924.88 This park

contains a large field house in which the same character of activities is

carried on for negroes as is carried on in the white community centers.

Another park for negroes was built on Comal and Denley Drive and

is known as Oak Cliff Negro Park. This property which was bought in

1915, contains two and forty-eight hundredths acres, and cost $,178.67

64 Personal Interview# Beulah Cauley.
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Facilities on this park are a ball diamond, a volley ball court, a

basketball court, a football-soccer field, and playground apparatus.

A part of this park was sold to the Trinity River Levee Project for

$2,500 in November, 1928.68 A community center opened in January, 1941,

and a pool was built in the same year.

Ferris Plaza occupies nine hundred eighteen thousandths of an acre

at Young and Houston Streets. A waiting station, an information bureau,

and an electric fountain comprise the facilities in the plaza. The

waiting station was constructed by the Junior Chamber of Commerce of the

city in 1925.69 The fountain, also built in 1925 was a gift of Royal A.

Ferris. 70 This park was purchased out of the second bond issue voted in

May, 1917 in the sum of *250,000. It is noted that the entire amount of

this bond was spent on the purchase and improvement of Ferris Plaza.71

Alamo Park is located at Santa Fe, Hickory, and Marten Streets, and

contains three and four hundred thirty-two thousandths acres. It was

purchased in 1919 for the sum of 412,975. This property was bought

jointly by the Park Board and the Board of Education, the Park Board's

share being the above mentioned amount. 7 2

Recreation facilities include a wading pool, ball diamonds, a

"%.., Vol. VII, p. 275.

69M..,Vol. VI, p. 259.

70
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basketball court, a football field, a volley ball court, a soccermtouch

tackle field, and playground apparatus. The total Works Progress M-

ministrat ion Improvements amount to $2,091.63.

Parkview Park is bounded by Fairview, Culver, and Winslow Streets.

The property contains five hundred thirty-five thousandths of an acre

and was donated to the city on May 20, 1919.73 In this triangular shaped

park is a wading pool, a ball diamond, and a basketball court.

Swiss Avenue Boulevard is a strip of land consisting of three and

two tenths acres extending from Fitzhugh Street to LaVista Street. It

was donated to the Park Department by the property owners in 1919.74

The center parkway is beautifully landscaped.

Wheatley Park is a playground owned jointly by the Park Board and

the Board of Education.75 It adjoins the Wheatley School for negroes at

Nellie and Meyers Streets. The tract contains two and seven hundred

eighty-one thousandths acres and the total cost was *12,750. The Park

Board operates the park as a playground during the summer months. There

is a wading and swimming pol, two ball diamonds, one tennis court, a

basketball court, two volley ball courts, a sand bed, and playground

apparatus. Improvements include picnic units. In 1920 the park was of-

ficially named Boolr T. Washington Park 76

The next park to be acquired was Randall Park which was purchased

M.B., Vol. IV, p. 266.
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from the Randall Estate in 1924 25 for the sum of $52,548.07,. The

park contains sixteen and two hundred eighty-five thousandths acres and

was named in memory of William G. Randall, 78 a pioneer settler of Dallas.

Facilities available for recreation are a shelter, a club house and com-

fort station, a wading pool, four tennis courts, a playground ball dia-

mond, picnic units, volley ball courts, and football-soccer field.

Other facilities are a baseball diamond with bleachers, seating 1500

persons, drinking fountains, and playground apparatus. Two acres of the

area were set aside and designated for the use of the City Federation

for the Memorial Grove in 1924.'9 In 1924 a nine hole golf course with

sand greens was built at Randall Park, but was discontinued in 1951.0

Since this park is located across from the Woodrow Wilson High School it

serves as an athletic field for the school during the school term.

Craddock Park, a nine acre tract, was donated to the Park Board for

park purposes in 1922 and was formally opened in 1925.81 The park is lo-

cated on Lewmon Avenue at the Cotton Belt Railroad. Donated by L.

raddock and wife, 8 2 it contains two tennis courts, a playground ball

diamond, a comfort station, sand bed, and playground apparatus. A flag

pole and ornamental benches were installed in 1925 and a rose garden was

.B. , Vol. VI, pp. 7, 9, 284.

78M., Vol. V, p. 205.

7MB. , Vol. VI, p. 119.
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planted in 1934.

Erline Park, on E:gene Street contains four and seventy-two hun-

dredths acres and was purchased in 1922 for the sum of #15,750. The

park was purchased from the estate of A. S. kline and named in con-

sideration of M. B. Exline' s donation of $1,000 towards the cost of two

grass greens, one at Stevens and one at Tenison Golf Courses.03 In this

park the Works Progress Administration Improvement Program included the

construction of comfort stat ions, landscaping and the building of walks

and curbs. A swiming pool was built in 1924 and a community center was

erected in 1939. Other facilities on the park are two tennis courts,

two playground ball diaonds, four picnic units, a basketball court, a

volley ball court, a soccer field, drinking fountains, and playground

apparatus.

Winnetka Park, bounded by Page and Windomere Streets, is a four

acre park and was added to the system in 1923 at a cost of $22,500.84A

The park is adjacent to the Greiner Junior High School grounds, and is

operated jointly by the Park Board and the Board of Education for play-

ground purposes. The school uses the playground during school hours

and the Park Board maintains supervised play on the grounds during the

scholastic year after school hours and during the suteer months. The

park contains a wading pool, a swimming pool, two tennis courts, three

playground ball diamonds, two volley ball courts, a basketball court,

two football-soccer fields and playground apparatus.

83M . ,Vol. VI, p. 79.

M.B., Vol. V, p. 267.
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Cole Park is located at Cole, McKinney, Elizabeth, and Cambrick

Streets. The park contains seven acres and was purchased from I. D.

Cole's Estate in 1923 for the sum of *52,588.85 The property was ac-

cuired by lease purchase agreement in 1921 and was paid for out of the

fourth bond issue. One half of the property was donated by yohn D. Cole.

This park adjoins North Dallas High School and also serves the school as

an athletic field. A shelter and comfort station were erected in 1924.

Other facilities available are four tennis courts, two playground ball

diamonds, two volley ball courts, a basketball court, a football-soccer

field, picnic units, and playground apparatus. Works Progress Administra-

tion Improvements in the park amounted to more than $2,900.

Tenison eMorial Park located between East Grand Avenue and Samuell

Boulevard, was the next park to become a part of the city's growing re-

creation system. It was the largest and most magnificent addition to date.

The entire park contains 121.91 acres, of which 104.8 acres were donated

by E. 0. Tenison,8 6 who had purchased this undeveloped property from the

Samuell Estate for the purpose of establishing a public park. The remain-

ing property, costing $36,035.77 was purchased from W. W. Samuell. 8 7 One

acre was given to the state for the widening of Samuell Boulevard. The

park has beautiful rolling hills covered with various species of native

trees, and follows the meandering White Rock Creek. The eighteen hole grass

green golf course ranks high among the best in the entire Southwest. A

8. B. ,Vol. V, p. 94.

8 , Vol. V, p. 210.
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paved road extends through the park from Samuell Boulevard to East Grand

Avenue. Two large picnic areas are located on the park. These areas

are especially equipped for large picnics and gatherings. Other facili-

ties are two tennis courts, a volley ball court, a football field, a

soccer field, playground apparatus, six hard ball diamonds, and a club

house, erected in 1924.

The athletic field adjacent to the park was leased from W. W.

Samuell in 1924 and was willed to the Park Board after the death of W. W.

Samuell in 1937.88 Works Progress Administration Improvements amounted

to more than 411,400.

In 1923 forty acres of land were donated to the Park Board by

Walter and Annie Stevens in memory of their parent, Tohn Sterling. 8 9

This park is located on Mont Clair and Colorado Streets. There have

been several additional purchases which were added to this tract, making

the total area of the park 141.73 acres and the cost $151,803.58. A

club house was built in 1924. There is an eighteen hole golf course on

the park. In 1930 two hundred thirty thousandths of an acre was sold to

the Water Department for the erection of an artesian well. The park was

further improved when a shelter house and a retaining wall were built in

1934.

Works Progress Administration Improements amounted to $9,031 and

included picnic units, paving, bridges, a caddy house, stone steps,

sewers, landscaping, walks, and fountains. There are three tennis

B., Vol. X, pp. 144, 151-166, 43-52.

89
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courts, a picnic shelter, a club house, and playground apparatus.

Munger Play Park was acquired in 1924. It is located at Iunius,

Dumas, and Henderson Streets. This plot contains four hundred ninety-

four thousandths of an acre and was donated and dedicated by Roy Munger

in 1914,90 althcagh it was not officially accepted until 1924.91 This

is a small neighborhood playground equipped with playground apparatus

and a sand bed.

Grauwyler Memorial Park was bequeathed by 3na H. Grauwyler in

1924,92 in meary of her late husband. The park contains twenty-five

acres, and is located on Hines Boulevard, near Brook Hollow Country Club.

The facilities available are a museum, a shelter house built in 1932,

picnic units, a swimming pool, a keeper's cottage, a lighted ball diamond,

and playground apparatus. In addition to the land, Baa Grauwyler left

to the Park Department 420,000 in bonds and other collateral, and also a

large collection of paintings and antiques. The interest from the trust

fund was designated to apply to the improvement and maintenance of the

park. The c combination shelter end museum houses the display of antique

furniture and paintings. A beautiful native tree-bordered drive for a

distance of 250 yards gives dignity to the museum. A lot containing two

hundred seventy-two thousandths of an acre at rossman Street and Second

Avenue, which was included in the donation, was sold and the money was

deposited in the Grauwyler Memorial Eund.

MB. l.Vol. IX, p. 317, City of Dallas Records.
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State Highway Number77 extended through the park; so in 1940

three and fifty-eight hundredths acres included in the highway project

was purchased by Dallas County. 9 3 Other property adjacent to Grauwyler

Park was purchased with the money acquired from this sale.

Wahoo Park is located on Spring Avenue east of Second Avenue. The

park includes nineteen and nine tenths acres purchased in 1924 for

$54,365.68,94 and three tenths acres purchased in 1938 for *120. The

original tract was bought from the stockholders of the Wahoo Club.

Twelve acres of this park is covered by a beautiful lake fed by springs,

which provide fishing and boating for the densely populated negro sec-

tion of the city. The property adjoins the Julia P. Frazier School for

negroes and serves as a playground for the school during the school

term. The park is operated the year around as a center of recreation

for both adults and children. Field Day for negro children is held in

the park under the supervision of the Park Department. Wahoo Park was

designated for negroes in 1935.95 Recreational facilities include a

wading and swimming pool, a playground ball diamond, two tennis courts,

a volley ball court, playground apparatus, picnic units, comfort sta-

tions, and a field house. The large club house was on the property at

the time of the purchase. Federal improvements totaled $11,842.92.

The next park to be acquired was Tietze Park located on Llano,

Skillman, and Clements Streets. This park is nine and four hundredths

195M.$.,Vol. X, pp. 147, 150.

99 o, Vol. VI, p. 13.
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acres in area, the original tract being one half of an acre, which was

purchased for $16,789,96 and an additional four and forty-six thou-

sandths acres which was purchased for *1l,128.42.7 The first purchase

was made in 1924, and the park was known as Kieth Park, but the name

was changed to Tietze in memory of W. R. Tietze, 9 8 who was the Park

Board Superintendent from 1896 to 1933. The park contains a grove of

natural trees ad is well equipped for small picnics. There is a wading

and swimming pool, two tennis courts, three playground ball diamonds, a

basketball court, a football-soccer field, and playground apparatus.

Ruthmede Park at Griffin, Van Buren, and Pembroke Streets is a two

acre tract which was donated to the Park Board by B. F. and Thelma

Farrar in 1925.9 The park contains fifty-six and five hundredths

square feet and is irregular in shape, tapering into a point. It is a

small neighborhood park equipped with play apparatus and picnic units.

Another gift to the Park Department was Cochran Park in 1926. It

is located at Cochran and Renderson Streets. 100 This property adjoins

the Bonham School and is used jointly by the school and the Park Board.

Facilities include a tennis court, a playground ball diamond, a basket-

ball court, a volley ball court, and playground apparatus.

A small circle of land containing eighteen hundredths acres at

" B., Vol. VI, pp. 12, 16, 22, 23, 26, 77, 89, 114, 274.

o.,Vol. 1, p. 499.
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Live Oak and Collett Streets was donated to the Park Department in

1926101 by the developers of this area, and the Park Board assumed the

responsibility for the maintenance of it. A flag pole is situated in

the center of the plot.

The Kessler Triangles are eighteen triangles which comprise two

acres, located in the Kessler Addition, which were donated to the Park

Department by Hugh .anuary in 1927-28.102

In 1928 Lagow Park was purchased Ibr $17,500. It is located at

Second, Carpenter, and Reed Streets. This four and thirty-nine hun-

dredths acre plot was purchased from Laura Percins1 0 3 and is situated

across from the Lagow School so the park serves the school as well as

the neighborhood. The park is covered with large native oak trees.

There is a Community Center as this section of the city has a particular

need for recreational facilities because of the poor economic status of

the residents in the area. These include a wading and swimming pool,

two tennis courts, two playground ball diamonds, two lighted roque

courts, two croquet courts, a volley ball court, and a football-soccer

field. Playground apparatus for small children is also available.

Herndon Park, located at Wood in, Alabama, and Georgia Streets con-

tains six acres. It was acquired in 1929 by the payment of the taxes

due on the property.104 It is a rugged beauty spot traversed by a creek.

*Vol. VII, p. 78.
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The Park Board records show that the Board reimbursed the Trustees of

the TrinityHeights Syndicate the amount of $300 in taxes paid on the

property. The name of Herndon Park was given the tract in honor of E.

M. Herndon in recognition of his efforts in securing the site for park

and playground puxposes.10 5 The facilities offered on this park are a

comfort station, a roque court, a community center house, and playground

apparatus. Additional land was purchased in 1941 and plans were made

for further improvement of the property.

Moss Park, located on Twelfth and Superior Streets is eleven and

five tenths acres in area and was purchased in 1929 for the sum of

*36,826. The Oak Cliff Reservoir property was transferred to the Park

Department for park purposes on January 6, 1930.106 It was named Moss

Park in honor of S. E. Moss1 07 who was Water Commissioner at the time

and a former member of the Park Board. The property is used as a re-

serve water supply. The facilities which are available are two tennis

courts, a swing unit, and other playground apparatus. The playground

apparatus is under the supervision of the Salvation Army. The Works

Progress Administration Improvements for picnic units amounted to

$485.50.

In 1930 several small plots were donated or maintenance purposes.

These include the ibur Parks Estate Triangles, and a circle of land at

Glenwood and Overbrook Drive.

Another tract which originally belonged to the Dallas Water De-

partment and which was transferred to the Park Department in 1930 was

100B., Vol. VII, p. 300. b107

10 B., Vol. VII, p. 387.
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sixteen and five hundredths acres, known as Turner Park).1 The origi-

nal cost of this park was *50,000. The park is occupied by the Water

Reservoir. It was first known as Tietze Park, but in 1931 the name was

changed in honor of the mother of the mayor Charles 34. Turner.

Bachan Dam, located at Maple Avenue and Shore Crest Drive, con-

tains 592 acres. This property was bought by the Water Department in

1000 for 481,480. Three hundred fifty-two acres of this land is water

surface. The lake was originally used by the city as a water supply

and is still retained as a reserve water supply. The City Commission

in 1930 transferred the property to the Park Board to be used for park

purposes..10 The lake makes the park a very popular boating and fish-

ing resort. Outstanding civic organizations which maintain summer

camps on the park for the underprivileged children of Dallas, are Young

Men's Christian Association, Child's Welfare Agency, Salesmanship Club,

Dallas Tuberculosis Association, and Big Brothers Club.

White Rock was acquired over a period of several years, the first

purchase being in 1907. Other additions of land were in 1908-1909, and

1910. The cost of the property was $352,257. The park was transferred

from the City of Dallas to the Park Department in 1929 for park and

playground purposes. Approximately 2780 acres comprise the park and

the sum of $1,400,000 was spent by the City of Dallas on the land,

construction of the reservoir, buildings, and other structures in

.B.,Vol. VII, p. 409.
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connection with the water works, according to the Water Department rec-

ords. White Rock is retained as an emergency water supply. The present

estimate of water area is 690 acres. Fishing is permitted in the lake.

The City Prison Farm was located on the property until Tanuary, 1935,

when it was abandoned. 1 1 1

The Dallas Sailing Club was pe mitt ed to erect a club house and

pier on the north side of the lake. 1  A bridle path four miles long

was made in 1934. A picnic house and picnic grounds were built by the

Reconstruction Finance Corporation. Other improvements include a re-

taining well, a paved road around the lake, -a bathing beach, and a bath

house.

Improvements at White Rock under the Works Progress Administration

cost more than $82,000. In this program were contengencies, a retain-

ing wall, bridges, landscaping, paving, a water line, boat piers, tennis

courts, culverts, and ball diamonds.

Expenditures of the National Patk Service amounted to 111,710 man

hours using Civilian Conservation Corps labor. In 1935, a Civilian

Conservation Corps Camp was established by the government at White Rock.

This camp was moved to Dallas from Lake Dallas. The camp was abandoned

in 1942 after a $3,730 program was completed.1 3

The fish hatchery was established at the south end of the lake in

1930 and contains twenty-six ponds of varying size.

i Bo , Vol. VIII, p. 328.

11BoVol. VIII, p. 38.
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The Dreyfias Club was purchased from the employees of the Dreyfuss

Company in 1942.114 A building at Winfrey Point was also purchased in

1942.115 In the same year Big Thicket Inn was erected. In 1944, 250

picnic tables were added to the park.

Thomas Hill is a plot adjacent to Marsalis Park comprising fifty-

three and five tenths acres which was leased from December, 1928 to

January, 1932.16 This property was purchased from the Thomas heirs in

1945 for $18,790.69.11

The next property acquired was the Martin Weiss Park, which is lo-

cated at Roosevelt and Clarendon Streets; contains twelve and five tenths

acres and cost $3,000.11 This park which was added in 1930 was named

in honor of Martin Weiss, an outstanding civic leader of Oak Cliff. In

1936 the Works Progress Administration built picnic units in the pecan

grove, an entrance gate, bridges, and did landscaping. Additional proper-

ty was added in 1945, consisting of five lots, at a cost of $7,000.1l9

Walford Park is a small children's community center located on

Haskell and Roseland Streets. The land was presented to the Park Board

in 1930 by the heirs of John H. and Helena Walford. 1 2 0  The park contains

1 14  B, Vol. X, p. 361.

War Production Board Order Ir41-A.

Vol. VII, p. 281.

Vol. 4, pp. 473, 564.

Vol. VIII, pp. 43, 208.

119 B, Vol. X, p. 522.

120
]M.B, Vol. VII, p. 379.

,_ _, ..- .r,. .,.. .,. 
e



36

one and five hundred fifty-five thousandths acres. An old house which

was on the property was converted into a small attractive field house

which now houses a library for toys, a children's library, and a game

room. The entire park is surrounded by a high ornamental fence for the

protection of the children. Supervised play on the park is maintained

the year around by the Park Board.

Elmwood Park is a three hundred forty-four thousandths of an acre

plot which was added to the Park Department in 1930.121 The Park Board

assumed the maintenance of the park at the request of the chairman of

the Elmwood Improvement League. According to the deed filed for record,

in 1924, "this property could not be improved and used as a public park

without the approval of the donor."122 Facilities on the park, which is

located between Polk and Edgefield Streets, are swings, seesaws, and a

merry whirl.

The Elizabeth Patterson Kiest Meorial Park was dedicated on

November 13, 1932.123 This park is situated at Hampton Road and Kessler

Boulevard. The entire park was presented in three separate gifts:

176.6 acres in 1930; sixty-seven acres in 1933; four and six hundredths

acres in 1934, totaling 247 acres in the area9 The land was the gift of

Edwin 5. Kiest in memory of his wife and he purchased the property solely

for this purpose. There are barbecue ovens, a picnic shelter, a field

house, a water rill, flower garden, eight baseball diamonds, a football-

121 ,,Vol. VII, pp. 429, 431.

12Dallas County Records, 1924. Vol. II, p. 234.
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soccer field, twelve tennis courts, archery range, a dancing pavilion,

a thirty-two mile bridle path, and playground apparatus for children.

Iiest Park is one of the largest and most beautiful parks in the

city. It is located on the waters of Five Mile Creek and is rectangu--

lar in shape. The plan for the development of this park was made by

L. H. Weir of the National Recreation Association. 1 2 4

The Gaston Triangles located on Gaston Avenue at Lakewood Country

Club, have been maintained by the Park Board since 1934.

Dealey Plaza; located at the Triple Underpass, on Elm, Main, and

Commerce Streets contains one and fifty-eight hundredths acres. It was

transferred to the Park Board for maintenance in 1936.125 This plaza

is called "the front door of Dallas" and was named in honor of G. W.

Dealeyi2 6 publisher of the Dallas Morning News.

Oak Cliff Boulevard extends from Tenth Street to Burlington Street

and was dedicated to the Park Board for maintenance purposes.

The Owenwood Triangles in the Owenwood Addition and the Commerce

Triangles, located at Commerce, Exposition, and La France Streets, were

also donated to the Park Board for maintenance.

Moore Park, located at Eighth and Rockefeller Streets, was pur-

chased in 1938 from the Crockett Estates52 at an original cost of

10,000. At the time of the purchase in 1938 it was known as the

ol.,Vol. VII, p. 219.

125MB, Vol. VII, p. 457.

126Ibi.d.

127
M.B3,, Vol. IX, pp. 468, 472.
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Eighth Street Negro Park. The original property was twenty-five acres

in area and had a dwelling on it. Two and nine tenth acres of land and

the house were sold in March, 1938. The facilities available are com-

fort stations, playground apparatus, baseball diamonds, drinking foun-

tains, picnic tables and benches. At the request of the Negro Chamber

of Commerce the name was changed to Moore Park in 1940 in honor of Will

Moore, an outstanding negro pioneer citizen of Oak Cliff.l 2

Glendale Park at Ledbetter and Ramona Streets contains thirty-nine

and sixteen hundredths acres and was purchased from the Texas Electric

Railway Company in 1938 for the sum of $6,582.50.Aig The park was im-

proved with the addition of playground apparatus.

The next area to be added to the recreation system was Maple Park,

which has an area of one and forty-two hundredth acres. This park oc-

cupies the city owned property between Lucas and Hawthorne Streets. It

adjoins the Cedar Springs housing project. The park was officially de-

signated as Maple Park in 1942.l3 The park was acquired in cooperation

with the Federal Government's housing project. Improvements and facili-

ties include grading and sodding, a swimming pool, tennis courts, a

football-soccer field, baseball diamonds, a basketball court, and play-

ground apparatus for small children.

In 1939 Carl Weichel donated property at Cedar Springs, Maple

Springs, and Hedgerow Streets for a new park.131 The area of the park

1BVol. IX, p. 48.,Vol.X p. 111.

19MB., vol. IX, p. 490.

130
M.B., Vol. I, p. 401.
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was one and ninety-eight hundredths acres, and was named Cherry Wood

Park at the request of the Weichel family.1 3 2 Playground apparatus and

a fountain are among the facilities offered in the park.

Harry Hines Boulevard, which extends from Randall to Wycliff

Streets, has an area of thirty-one and eighty-five hundredths square

feet. The boulevard was acquired in 1941 for maintenance purposes.

Also in 1941 was added the Western Heights Picnic Area, which is

property belonging to the School Board, located at Vilbig and Walmsley

Streets. Permission was granted for the Park Board to use it for picnic

areas in the wooded sections which comprise five acres.

In Greenway Parks addition there are several triangles which con-

tai five and three tenths acres. These became the property of the Park

Board when the area was annexed to the city in 1942.133

In Bluff View addition there are also triangles and park areas con-

taining six acres. They were purchased for the sum of ].2,53.66.134

Glencoe Park is one of the parks which has recently been purchased

for use by the Park Board. 1 3 5  It is located in northeast Dallas. The

purchase was made from Louis Hexter in 1945. It contains seventeen and

six hundredths acres and cost *22,007.40.

The Negro Victory Garden which was officially named Hampton Gardens

in 1945 is located at Hampton Road and Singleton Boulevard.1 3 6 The land

12,Vol.Xp. 143.

133Personal Interview, L. B. Houston, Direct. Park Dept.

13  ., Vol. X, p. 462.

15
.,B., Vol. X, p. 495.

136
M.B, Vol. X, p. 505.
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was bought from the Mortgage Corporation of Texas for $2,879.75 and in-

eludes eleven and ninety-one hundredths acres.

Another Negro Park was added in 1945. It was the Rochester Park in

Rochester addition. There are seven and seven hundred fourteen thou-

sandths acres in the plot and cost the Park Board $4,800.157

A recreation park which was donated to Dallas County in 1929 was

taken into the city Park Department in 1945. This was Ledbetter Park,

located at Westmoreland and Irwindell Streets. It was donated by L. T.

Taylor, Wean Taylor, T. K. Irwin, and Lucy Irwin, with the stipulation

that the park must be kept and maintained as a public park and the name

remain unchanged. 13 8

In 1945 and 1946 several of the parks have been increased in size.

They are Buckner, Turtle Creek, Reverchon, Terry, Glencoe, Stevens, the

Central Yard, Tietze, Rochester, Marsalis, Hall Street Negro Park, and

Weiss Park.

In 1946 Cedar Crest Golf Course was purchased for park purposes.

The area of this course is one hundred and thirty acres and it contains

an eighteen hole grass green golf course. Its cost was $135,000.139

Elm Thicket Park for negroes, a twelve acre tract, established in

1945 was placed on the land to be used for Love Field Airport expansion.

The Park and Recreation Department now has a total of sixty-five

parks and twelve community centers. The total number of pines of pro-

perty under their control amounts to 265. The total area of these

7M.B.,Vol. X, p. 521.
138

Dallas Count Records, Vol. L, General File.
139.B.Vol. I, p. 554.
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properties is more than 5,388 acres and there are plans for greater

expansion in the future.

Plate I shows playgrounds under supervision in 1943 on both park

and school properties. A careful study of this plate reveals the dire

need for more adequate facilities since many thickly populated areas

have no park within one half mile of the comuna ty.
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CIAPTIR II

MET'ODS OF FINANCING

Before the organization of the Park Board in 1905 all financing of

parks expenditures was through appropriations of the City Council and

from the general tax fund.

In 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1907 the City Council levied an annual tax

of one-tenth of one percent for the purpose of acquiring the State Fair

Grounds with its improvements for a public park. One hundred and twenty-

five warrants, in the sum of $1,000 each bearing an interest of six per-

cent semi-annually were issued. 1

On Tune 8, 1907 a resolution was adopted by the Park Board to levy a

tax of ten cents on the one hundred dollar valuation for purposes as pro-

vided for in the amended City Charter.2 The maintenance of the park pro-

perty comes from this ten cent tax.

In February, 1913 a bond issue of five hundred thousand dollars was

voted for the purpose of obtaining money to acquire lands for park and

playgrounds and for improving the same.5

Another bond issue was voted in May, 1917. This bond issue was for

two hundred fifty thousand dollars and was used for the acquisition and

RecordC of Dallas, 2,a' Book II, p. 243.

2 L., Vol. I, p. 291.

3Crdinance B Ciy _of Dallas, Texas, Vol. XVII, p. 237. All

succeeding references of this source will be 0.B.

43
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improvement of Ferris Plaza. 4

In July, 1919 a bond issue for $300,000 was voted for the purpose

of obtaining and improving properties for park purposes.5 These bonds

were to be paid out of tax levied for the Park Board.

Another bond issue was voted in February, 1923 and this one was for

$325,000. The proposition of the issuance of $325,000 in coupon bonds

by the City of Dallas was for the purpose of obtaining money to make per-

manent improvements on park properties and to acquire land for parks and

playgrounds and to improve the park system of Dallas.6

In March, 1925 a $250,000 bond issue was voted for the issuance of

coupon bonds by the City of Dallas for the purpose of obtaining money

for permanent improvements and for the purpose of acquiring land for

parks and playgrounds and improving the same. 7

The Ulrickson Bond Issue for *1,500.000 was voted in December, 1927

for park purposes.A The Bond Issue asked that the existing Charter of

the City of Dallas be amended by adding there to Article JO, Section 2

as follows: "The City of Dallas shall have the authority to issue

coupon bonds of the City of Dallas in the sum of $1,500,000 for the ac-

quisition, establishment, enlargement, and development of playgrounds,

parks, parkways, pleasure grounds, and boulevards. . . ."

40B., Vol. I, p. 445. Ordinance No. 158.

Qo ., Vol. :, p. 32. Ordinance No. 439.

60.B.,,Vol. III, p. 549. Ordinance No. 924.

70.B., Vol. IIIY, p. 64. Ordinance No. 1306.

0.B., Vol. WVI, p. 445. Ordinance No. 1859.

VAU" ..- ,; -, . -- - - ,, 1 , , - I I 1 .1 'If, - walwv 4,WA% ~



On October 30, 1934 a 3,000,000 bond issue was presented to the

vote of the citizens for the expressed purpose of celebrating the Cen-

tennial birth of Texas.9 The bond issue was called the Centennial

Bonds. The question presented to the voters in part follows:

The proposition of the issuance of $3,000,000 in coupon

bonds of the City of Dallas for the purpose of acquisition,

establishment, enlargement, development, and improvement of

playgrounds, parks, parkways, pleasure grounds, boulevards,

approaches, and entrances to parks and improvement of the same
within the City of Dallas, Texas. . . .

The foregoing is taken from the original ballots which are on file

in the office of the City Secretary.

The Dallas Master Plan Bond Issue was voted on December 8, 1945.

The bond issue was for $40,000,000 of which $2,500,000 is to be used for

park improvement purposes. 1 0

All interests and sinking hands on park bonds from 1913 to 1926 come

out of the ten cent park tax. Interest and sinking funds on park bond

issue under the Ulrickson Program, voted on in 1927, are payable out 
of

the general tax revenue and not out of the park tax.

The records show that the total indebtedness on bonds issued from

1913 to 1925 amounted to $1,089,000 and from 1928 to 1931 amounted to

4604,000. The bonded indebtedness on September 30, 1938 amounted to

$4,057,000 on Park improvements, $450,000 on the Institute of Fine Arts,

and $239,000 in Auditorium Warrants.ll The bonded indebtedness in Iuly,

1940 was $3,746,000.

0.B.Vol. OCK, p. 375. Ordinance No. 2718.

10 , Vol. 20III, p. 167. Ordinance No. 3722.

1B
Personal Intervieow, B. Benlsh Cauley.
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On July 27, 1938 the Park Board adopted a resolut ion, turning back

to the general fund of the City of Dallas the sum of $300,000 in "Cen-

tennial Bonds" and the sum of $35,000 in Institute of Fine Arts bonds,

This was money saved fryu these two bond funds from the Centennial con-

struction program. This refund was made by the Park Board to help the

City reduce its interest and sinking fund--to purchase outstanding bonds

of the same issue which would reduce the indebtedness of the City.

Three hundred thousand dollars of bonds were turned back to the Park

Board for improvement purposes by action of the City Council on May 24,

1939. Also *35,000 Institute of Fine Arts bonds were turned back by

the Council. The City Council transferred from interest and sinking

fund to park improvement fund the sum of $300,000, the amount originally

released to the Council from the Centennial Bonds.

Any purchase or improvement of property comes from bond issues.

The maintenance of property comes from the tax money.

Sources of revenue other than bond issues are taxes, reservations

of club houses, rent, swimming pools, boat licenses, boat house rent,

fishing permits, concessions, park interest, reimbursements, appropria-

tions, baseball game admissions, and miscellaneous items.

12Council Records. Book ]hIX, p. 611.

"I"I'llogroullmooorgovialgimalIMINVAR, Illp- I , - -



CHAPTER i

FACILITIES OFFERED

The facilities offered to the public by the Park and Recreation De-

partment of the City of Dallas include more than 5,366 acres of land,

1,510 acres of which are water surface. The total number of pieces of

park properties is 266. There are sixty-five equipped parks, eighty-six

pieces of boulevard property, 111 circles and triangles, and three pieces

of farn property.

The parks are divided into several classifications aid some of the

parks fall into more than one of these classifications. Five of the

parks are triangular in shape and one is an esplanade. Forty-one are

classed as play lots, thirty-five as playgrounds, nine as play fields,

thirty-seven as neighborhood parks, five as large park area, three as

reservations, and one as a parkway.

Thirty-one of the parks have wood land, twenty have extensive lawns,

twenty-two have lakes or streams, six have cliffs, and eight have gardens

which add to the scenic value of their properties.

Other facilities offered include a band shell and amphitheater,

shelters in twenty-one of the parks, ten service buildings, sixteen re-

freshment stands, eight museums, seven monuments, two green houses,

twelve community centers, thirty-five comfort stations, one municipal

auditorium, five club houses, one municipal boat house, and seven bath

houses.

47
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The athletic facilities include twenty-eight hard ball diamonds

(one lighted), eighty-seven soft ball diamonds (twelve lighted), forty

one volley ball courts, twenty-four outdoor basketball courts, six

field houses, one hundred tennis courts, thirty-three wading pools, five

swimming pools, one beach, three eighteen hole golf courses, one six

hole golf course for negroes, twenty-four soccer fields, twenty-four

football fields, one cinder track, twenty-two roque courts, and play-

ground apparatus in sixty-five parks.

The Civic Center includes the Hall of State, the Institute of Fine

Arts, a Horticulture Museum, band shell, Garden Center, Aquarium, Mu-

seum of Natural History, ad Institute of Natural Resources.

Facilities not mentioned above yet to be included are five club

houses open for reservations, open air theater, the Cotton Bowl stadium,

an athletic grandstand, a zoological garden of more than 1000 specimen,

three bridle paths, five bicycling trails, ten regulation horse shoe

courts, picnic facilities in thirty-five parks, boating, fishing, sail-

ing, shuffleboard, practice tennis board, four punching bags, and eight

clay croquet courts.

The Park: Board maintains twelve toy libraries in the poorer areas

for the underprivileged children. Playground equipment includes horse

shoes, volley balls, footballs, ring tennis, soft balls and bats, crafts,

croquet, art materials, dominoes, puzzles, first aid equipment, lotto,

hamer, saws, and other miscellaneous game equipment.

At present the Board of Education has granted permission to the

Park Board to maintain supervised playgrounds on the play areas of the

following schools: Alamo, Brown, Lagow, Terry, Roberts, Hay, Reagan,
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Lanier, Rosemont, Lida Hone, Henderson, Greiner, Peeler, Trinity Heights,

.uarez, Lincoln, and Wheatley. Some of the above mentioned are coopera-

tively owned such as Alamo, Greiner, Terry, Lisbon, and Wheatley.

Playgrounds that are supervised vary each summer. This is due to

varying budgets, population trends, economic conditions, and demand of

the citizens. The depression caused a decrease of supervised playgrounds

to approximately one half the normal number. The present season finds a

total of forty-seven supervised playgrounds. All of these are not on

park properties. Seven of the forty-seven supervised playgrounds are

located on the grounds of the emergency housing projects. These housing

project playgrounds are LaReunion, Texan Courts, Mustang Village,

Washington, Maple, Wahoo, and Roseland Projects. The latter two projects

are for negroes.



OI1APTER V

ACTWITIES

The activities listed by the Recreation Department of the City of

Dallas fall under eleven classes. The largest of these is playgrounds.

Activities sponsored on the playgrounds includes a varied program of

sand box activities, low organized games, horse shoes, soft ball, mar*

bles, tops, volley ball, croquet, and story hours.

Municipal athletics include basketball leagues, soccer leagues,

soft ball leagues for various groups, baseball leagues, and inter-park

games, while special sport events include tennis and rogue tournaments.

Park camps at Bachman' s Lake, White Rock Lake and Kiest Park are

sponsored for the Boy and Girl Scouts and Campfire Girls.

City-wide special events include the Mexican Celebration at Pike

Park; track meet and physical fitness meets at Lake Cliff Park; model

airplane shows and competition meets at Kiest Park; and boys' orchestra

programs at Reverchon Park.

Large park activities include picnics, sight seeing, bicycling,

horse back riding, boating, and fishing.

Aquatic activities include swimming, canoeing, water scooter riding,

speed boards, row boats, sail boats, surf boats, outing boat, life saving

classes, and diving contests.

Local area special events such as open houses, holiday parties, con-

tests and local tournaments, are sponsored on the playgrounds.

50



Other activities include major sports, athletic leaves, city-wide

tournaments, boxing, minor games and contests, arts and crafts, clubs,

libraries, story telling, plays and rehearsals, programs, sing songs,

piano, record programs, bands, rhythm bands, and motion pictures.

Also there is dancing that includes square, social, and folk; corn-

nanity night programs; special events such as picture shows, swimming

meets, nature studies, hobbies, and special use of facilities to include

clinics, free shower baths, dominoes, horse shoes, shuffleboard, archery,

golf and others.

Free play is a dominant activity in the open playgrounds. This in-

eludes use of children's playground apparatus.

Each summer the playgrounds sponsor inter-park competition in one

act plays, sportsmanship, memory verses, swimming, soft ball, horse shoe,

and track.

Stunt nights, concerts, family parties, style shows, art shows,

nature studies, play days, and Joseph Lee day are not to be left out of

the list of activities.

The eleven classes of activities which are offered by the Park De-

partment include playground, municipal athletic leagues, special sports

events, special events of city-wide interest, aquatics, large park or

reservations, local area special events, free play, inter-park competi-

tion, low organized play, and community programs.



OAPTXR VI

PARTICIPATION

The data in Table I which follows was compiled from the annual re-

ports from the Park Department to the Park Board. The participation in

the various groups or classes of activities such as playgrounds, sports,

golf, and swimming is noted in the table.

In 1927-1928 the actual participation records were begun. Table I

shows the fluctuation of the participants in the years that follow.

The playground participation included the wading pool, low organized

games, free play, arts, crafts, and other activities on the playground.

From 1927 through the fiscal year of 1930-1931 which ended September 30,

there was a trend of increasing participation in playground activities.

In 1927-198 there were 2,660,390 participants in playground activities;

there were 3,540,353 participants in 1928-1929, which was an increase of

879,963 participants from 1927-1928 to 1928-1929. In 1929-1930 there

were 4,596,822 participating in playground activities, which was an in-

crease of 1,055,469 more than those participating in 1928-1929. The

number of persons taking part in playground activities in 1930-1931

equaled 4,735,040 which was an increase of 138,118 persons more than the

4,596,822 participating in 1929-1930. In 1931-1932, which was during the

depression years, the budget for playgrounds was lowered to approximately

one half of its normal amount and the playgrounds were operated on a half

time schedule. As a result of this fifty percent out the participation

in most of the activities decreased in direct proportion to the cut.
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TABLE 1

TEE NUMBER OF PEOPLE PARTICIPATING ANNUALLY IN TIE TARIOUS ACT1WITIS OF TE
GFTION PROGRAM OF DALLAS PARK DEPAR}h NT FROM 1927 TO 1945

1927-1928 1928-1929 1929-1930 1930-1931 1931-1932 1932-1933

Playgrounds 2,660,390 3,540,353 4,596,822 4,735,040 2,042,714 1,598,574

Athletic Sports 674,791 726,500 772,500 751,000 790,820 937,337

Municipal Golf 129,136 121,624 107,240 116,456 116,083 98,839

Municipal swimming 110,768 120,015 220,548 188,703 174,874 132,652

Zoological Gardens 575,000 600,000 600,000 600,000 500,000 450,000

Special Activities 19,843 22,294 42,869 48,061 80,000 199,799

Free Movies 983,000 941,650 900,000 926,900 --- -

Music Concerts 137,250 250,222 327,000 558,150 -. 15,000

Civic center 109,803 135,000 270,000 -- 5802,782 «-

Dramatics -- 71,780 93,878 -

19331934 1934-1935 1935 1936 19361937 1937-1958 1938-1959

Playsnunds 1,372,862 ,301,434 4,746,567 4,594,859 4,846,022 4,323,216

Athletic Sports 683,537 ,135,381 907,064 800,000 1,900,000 1,500,000

Municipal Golf 87,155 74,499 66,326 71,730 78,452 80,726

Municipal swimming 135,266 283,686 147,596 129,417 180,524 150,652

Zoological Gardens 300,000 421,650 597,100 553,310 855,280 859,450

Special Activities 3840,265 ,864,085 20954,936 1,788,427 718,713 576,871

Free Movies -0- a..e-ens

Music Concerts -- 42,100 -0" -- 718y,713 -

Civic Center .n - -mine -w000 ens

Dramatics ....- -0

Dance Pavilion ]2, oo j .nt a...izzn.A rzS-n-



TABLE 1-Continued

1939 1940 1940-1941 1941-1942 1942 t1943 1.9431944 1944-1945

Playgrounds 3,880,372 4,501,000 4,500,000 4,450,000 5,000,00 6,000,000

Athletic Sports 2,000,000 1,700,000 509,000 366,000 578,000 678,920

Municipal Golf 72,560 70,900 68,400 56,485 56,725 58,655

Municipal Swimming 121,994 161,500 230,400 140,520 408,575 305,776

Zoological Gardens 782,400 1,103,800 718,400 711,400 1,163,575 1,052.900

Special Activit ies 479,700 850,000 500,000 --- -- 807,405

Free Movies --- '.,.40-

Music Concerts .. _- --- _,.- -.

Civic Center 354,000 514,000 411000 290,000 2,300,000 523,000

Dramatics

Dance Pavilion --- -- ""_-

*Pools and Parks closed ,Tuly 2, because of Poliomylitis

The Government' aEmergency Recreation Program partially supplemented this

economic curtailment of the program and prevented a greater decrease in par-

ticipation, especially on the playgrounds. In 1931-1932 the number partici-

pating in playground activities reached 2,042,714 persons which is 2,692,326

persons less than in the preceding year. A further decrease in participation

followed for the three years from 1932-1933 to 1934-1935. In 1932-1933 there

were 1,598,374 participants, 1,372,862 participating in 1933-1934, and for an

all time low, as far as records show, 1,301,434 persons took part in playground

activities in 1934-1935. This decrease from the beginning of the depression

years in 1930.1931 was equal to 3,434,280 people, which was a decrease equal

to seventy-two percent of the total number of participants in 1930-1931. The

years 1935 and 1936 find an increase from the low of 1,301,434 participants

R4



in 1934-1935 to 4,746,56? individuals taking part in the playground ac-

tivities. This number is greater by 11,527 than the number participating

in the pre-depression high year of 1930-1931. This exceeds the preceding

low year of 1934-1935 by 3,445,133 persons. The year 1936-1937 found a

decrease from the preceding year of 4,746,567 persons to 4,594,859 per-

sons, a decrease of 151,708 participants. In the following years of 1937-

1938 there was another increase in the number participating in the play-

ground activities. In this year there were 4,846,022 people participating

in playground activities, which is an increase of 251,163 participants.

The two years that follow, 1938-1940 there was another decrease in the

playground participation. In 1938-1939 the participation was 4,323,216,

and in 1939-1940 it dropped to 3,880,372, a decline for the two year period

of 965,650 participants. In 1940-1941 there was an increase over the pre-.

ceding year of 3,880,372 participants to 4,501,000 participants which was

an increase of 620,628 persons taking part in the playground activities.

In 1941-1942 there was a slight decline of 1,000 participants and a decline

of 50,000 in 1942-1943, but in this year the playgrounds were closed July

2, 1943 because of the poliomylitis epidemic. The closing of the playgrounds

early in 1943 is the reason given for the decline in playground participa-

tion; otherwise the year would have been normal for participants. In 1943-

1944 the participants reached an all time high of 5,000,000 persons, an in-

crease of 550,000 over the preceding year. In 1944-1945 there was an in-

crease of 1,000,000 participants over 1944-1945's 5,000,000, which set a new

high in playground participation with a total of 6,000,000 individuals par-

ticipating. If the trend continues as is shown by the first quarter report

of 1945-1946 with 2,220,000 participants, the participation in playground



activities will reach an all time high of approximately 7,500,000 par-

ticipants by the end of 1946.

Athletic sports include the various leagues in baseball, softball,

soccer, and other games. From 1927-1928 through 1932-1.933 there was an

increase in participation in these sports from 674,791 in 1927-1928 to

937,337 in 1932-1933. In 1933-1934 there were 683,537 participating in

the athletic sports under the supervision of the Park Department. This

was a decrease of 253,800 persons participating in the sports. In 1934-

1935 when the Federal Government was assisting the local communities with

their emergency recreation program the number participating in these

activities reached a high of 2,135,381 persons. This was an increase of

1,451,844 participants over the preceding year of 1933-1934. The two

years that followed 1934-1935 found a decline in participation from

2,1350381 in 1934-1935 to 800,000 in 1936-1937, a decrease of 1,335,381

individuals participating. Again in 1937-1938 the number of persons

taking part in the athletic sports was more than 1,000,000 with a total

of 1,900,000 participants, but the next year there was a decline of

400,000 persons participating, which made the total participants in these

events 1,500,000. In 1939-1940 the total reached 2,000,000 but decreased

to 1,700,000 in 1940-1941 which was a reduction of 300,000 persons.

1941-1942 saw the United States entering into war with Japan, Germany,

and Italy. A majority of the male citizens were entering into the ser-

vices or into war defense work. This year of 1941-1942 found only

509,000 persons participating in the athletic sports. This was a de-

crease of 1,191,000 persons participating. In the year of 1942-1943

the number of participants was reduced still further because of the



poliomylitis epidemic. The number of participants reached only 366,000

which was a decrease of 143,000 taking part in athletic sports. A

trend of increasing participation was started in 1943-1944 with a tota,

number of participants in that year reaching the total of 578,000, and

in 1944-1945 the total reached 678,920 persons. It is estimated that

the total participation for the year of 1945-1946 will reach the pre-

war total of 1,700,000 persons if the trend continues.

Municipal Golf in 1927-1928, was at its peak in participation with

a total of 129,136 playing on the municipal courses. In the two years

that followed there was a decline in participation from 109,136 in 1927-

1928 to 107,249 in 1929-1930, a decrease of 21,887 players. The next

two years found the same number of players, 116,456, which was an in-

crease of 9,207 over that of 1929-1930. The depression years found a

definite decline in the number of players of golf. In 1932-1933 there

were 98,839 participating; in 1933-1934 there were 87,155 playing; and

in 1934-1935 there were 68,326 players. This was a decrease of 50,130

from 1931-1932 to 1934-1935. The re was an increase in participants from

the 66,326 in 1935-1936 to 80,726 in 1938-1939, which is an increase of

14,400 for these four years. In 1939-1940 there were 72,560 playing,

golf on the municipal courses. This was a decrease of 8,166. A still

further reduction followed in the war years from 1940-1941 to 1942-1943.

The decrease was from 80,726 in 1938-1939 to 56,485 in 1942-1943. This

reduction of players was due to the war and shortages of equipment.

The war years saw a large number of the men entering the services and a

shortage of golf balls and clubs. In 1944-1945 there was a small in-

crease in players. This increase was one of 1,930 participants. If the
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trend continues for the completion of the year 1945-1946 the number of

golfers playing will be 63,284.

Participation figures indicate that swimming is becoming a popular

activity. In 1927-1928 there were 110,768 people who used the swimming

pools of the Park Department. These figures used in Table I are the

figures of the parti cipants of the City's pools and do not include the

thirty-three wading pools located in the various playgrounds, nor the

three swimming pools of the adjacent city of Highland Park. In 1928-1929

there were 120,015 swimmers who used the pools, which was an increase of

9,247 participants. The next year, 1928-1929, there were 220,548 swim-

ming pool patrons, which was an increase of 100,553 swimmers. The next

three years showed a decline in people swimming in Dallas from 220,548 in

1929-1930 to 132,652 in 1932-1933. This was a decrease of 87,896 persons

for this three year period. However, in 1933-1934, in the height of the

depression, there was an increase in the number of swimmers from 132,652

in 1932-1933 to 135,266. The following year of 1933-1934 also found an

increase of swimmers to 283,686 which was an increase of 151,034 for the

two year period beginning in 1933-1934. In the years 1935 to 193? there

was a decline in the number participating in swimming. The number de

creased from 283,686 in 1934-1935 to 129,417 in 1936-1937, which is a de-

cline equal to 154,269 swimmers. In 1937-1938 there were 180,524 swim-

mers. In 1937-1938 there were 180,524 swimming, an increase of 51,107

persons, but in the next two years the number of swimmers was reduced to

121,994 in 1939-1940 which was a decline of 58,530 swimmers. From the

121,994 persons who participated in swimming in 1939-1940, there began an

increase which lasted until 1943-1944. In the year 1942-1943 the pools



were closed July 2, 1943 because of poliomylitis after having been open

only one half of the swimming season. In 1940-1941 Dallas had 161,500

swimming in the municipal pools and this number increased each year to an

all time high of 408,575 in 1943-1944. Had the pools been kept open all

of the 1942-1943 swimming season, the total swimmers for that year would

have been 290,000 or more. The increase from 1939-1940 to 1943-1944 was

equal to 286,581 people. In the year 1944-1945 there was a decrease in

the number using the pools. The number of swimmers in 1944-1945 was

305,776 which was a decline of 102,799 swimmers. The Dallas Park e.

partment made it possible for all enlisted service personnel to be ad-

mitted to the pools free of any charge of admission. This is one of the

contributing factors of the continued popularity of the Dallas pools.

The visitors to the Zoo in 1927-1928 numbered 575,000 and in the

three years that followed there was a gradual increase to 600,000 in 1930-

1931. Beginning in 1931-1932 when there were 500,000 visitors to the Zoo,

there was a gradual decline in visitors until 1933-1934 when 300,000

people visited the Zoo. This was a decrease of 200,000 visitors. In the

seven years that followed, each year showed an increase. There were

421,650 visitors which is 121,650 more than in the preceding year. This

increase continued until 1938-1939 when 859,450 persons visited the Zoo.

The increase in visitors for this period was 559,450 people. In 1939-

1940 there was a decline in visitors to the Zoo. The number of visitors

in 1939-1940 was 782,400 which was a drop of 77,050 persons. In 1940-1941

there were 1,103,800 people visiting the Zoo, which was an increase of

321,400 people; but the next two years, 1941 to 1943, the number of people

viewing the animals decreased to 711,400, which was a decline of 392,400
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people. In 1943-1944 an all time high for spectators at the Zoo was

reached when 1,163,575 people visited there. In 1944-1945 there was a

small decrease in the number of persons visiting the Zoo and this de-

crease amounted to 110,675 persons. The number of visitors for the

year of 1944-1945 was 1,052,900.

The participants in the special activities of the Park Department

Program in 1927-1928 numbered 19,843 persons. From the year of 1927-

1928 the participants in the special activities increased rapidly until

1935-1936 when 2,954,936 people participated. This was an increase of

2,935,093 for this period from 1927-1928 to 1935-1936. In 1936-1937

there was a decline in the participants of special activities to

1,788,427 persons, which was a decrease of 1,166,509 people. This de-

cline in 19361937 was the beginning of a four year period of decreasing

participation which reached 479,700 participants in 1939-1940. This was

a decrease of 2,475,236 persons for the four year period. In 1940-1941

850,000 participated in the special activities, which was an increase of

370,300 people. In 1941-1942 there were 500,000 participating, a de-

cline of 350,000 persons. There were no figures available for the years

of 1942-1943 and 1943-1944 and in 1944-1945 there were 807,405 persons

participating in the special activities. This was an increase of

307,405 people.

A true picture of the trends in the participation of free movies,

msic concerts, dramatics, and dance pavilion are impossible to obtain

because of the inadequate participation reports and the discontinuance

of these activities for several years at a time. The participation of

the people in the free movies which was discontinued in 1930-1931
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reached an all time high in 1927-1928 with 983,000 people viewing these

movies. Fom 1927-1928 there began a gradual decline for the next two

years when only 900,000 people saw these free movie s. In the year of

1930-1931 there was an increase of 26,000 spectators which 
made the total

926,000 viewing the movies for the year. These were discontinued at the

end of the year 19301931. Music concerts have been given intermittent-

ly and a true picture is not possible. However, in 1930-1931, 558,150

people attended free music concerts in the various parks of the city. As

far as records are available this was the high attendance until the

Government sponsored W. P. A. band concerts in 1937-1938 when 718,713

people attended. No records are available for the other years, Partici-

pation records for the dramatics are available for the years 1929-1930

and 1930-1931. The number of participants in this activity for these two

years is 71,760 in 1929-1930 and 93,676 in 1930-1931, an increase of

21,916 participants. The Dance Pavilion, which was located on the beach

at White Rock, was operated for only one year. That year was 1933-1934

and 25,000 people used the pavilion for dancing.

The Civic Center of the Dallas Park Department had 109,603 visitors

in 1927-1928 and the number increased for the next four years when

682,762 people visited the center. No records were available from the

year 1932-1933 until 1939-1940 because of the construction 
of the new and

enlarged Civic Center, the celebration of the Centennial of Texas, and

the two expositions that followed this Centennial celebration in 1936.

In 1939-.1940 there were 354,000 visitors to the Center and in 1940-1941

there were 514,000 visitors, or an increase of 160,000 people. The two

years that followed showed a decrease of visitors to 290,000 in 1942-1943,
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In 1943-1944 a modern record for attendance at the Civic Center was set

when 2,300,000 people visited the Center. This was an increase of

2,010,000 from the previous year of 1942-1943. In 1944-1945 there was

a decrease of 1,777,000 people visiting the Center, or a total of

523,000 visitors.

The participation of the people in Park sponsored activities is

increasing. The economic status of the community affected the partici-

pation in activities and the trend has been towards increased partici-

pation.

The present ranking of the Dallas Park and Recreation System in

relation to eight other cities of comparative population throughout the

nation is very favorable. Those eight cities are Tulsa, Oklahoma;

Houston, Texas; Rochester, New York; Louisville, Kentucky; Portland,

Oregon; Columbus, Ohio; Toledo, Ohio; and Memphis, Tennessee.1  It is

seen that the Dallas Parks are now well above the average of the cities

in her population range. Although sixth in the total population of the

group Dallas ranks second in total park acreage, and is third in the

acre of parks per one hundred persons. Dallas ranks fourth in per

capita expenditures for park operation. In facilities for organized

play the city is second in the number of supervised playgrounds, second

in the number of ball diamonds, first in the number of tennis courts,

and ties for third place in the number of swimming pools. The swimming

pools included above for Dallas are only the standard pools and do not

take into consideration the thirty-three junior pools operated by the

1A Master Plan for Dallas, Texas. Report number seven, June, 1944,
p. 36.



Park Department. There are also two pools which are in adjacent com-

munit ies from the metropolitan area.

Table II which follows shows the park acreage per 10,000 popula-

tion for the years from 1900 to 1945. This table also shows the in-

crease of acreage over that period of years.

The table shows that in the year 1900 Dallas had nineteen acres in

parks. The population of the city in this year was 42,638, and the

average number of acres of parks for each 10,000 population was only

four and five tenths. In 1910 the population had increased to 93,000

people and the park acreage had increased to 241 acres. 
This interval

of ten years showed an increase in the number of acres for each of the

10,000 population from four and five tenths to twenty-five 
and nine

tenths. This was an increase of twenty-one and four tenths acres per

10,000 population. By 1920, the population had increased from 93,000

people to 161,000, an increase of 68,000, while the number of acres of

park property had increased from 241 acres to 425 acres which was an

increase of 184 acres. With the greater population increase in propor-

tion to the acreage increase, the number of acres per 10,000 population

dropped slightly to twenty-five and four tenths acres. This was a de-

crease of five tenths of an acre per 10,000 population. The next ten

years showed an increase in population of 99,475 and the park acreage

increased 3706 acres. The increase in park acreage was greater in pro-

portion than the increase in population causing an increase in the

number of acres per 10,000 persons from twenty-five and four tenths to

159, which was an increase of 133.6 acres per 10,000 population. By

1935 the population had reached 277,000 people, an increase of 6,525.
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TABLE 2

THE NUMBER OF PARK AOR S, THE TOTAL POPULATION, AND THE NUMBER OF AOB

PER T W THOUSAND POPULATION IN DALLAS, TEXTAS FIM 1900 TO 1945

Year No. of Acres Population 10,000 population

1900 19 42,638 4.5

1910 241 93,000 25.9

1920 425 161,000 25.4

1930 4,131 260,475 159

1935 4,161 277,000 160

1940 4,222 294,134 144

1943 4,267 359,400 119

1945 5,388 400,000* 134

qjimated population

The park acreage had increased from 4,131 acres to 4,161 acres 
which was

an increase of thirty acres. The average number of acres per 10,000

population increased only one. The next five year period from 1935 to 1940

found little new property being added to the park system, but the popula-

tion had increased from 277,000 persons in 1935 to 294,134 persons in 1940,

an increase of 17,134 persons. The number of acres added to the park

system in this same five year period was sixty-one acres. This increased

the park acreage from 4,161 acres to 4,222 acres. With this larger increase

in population, the average number of acres of park property per 10,000

population decreased to 144 acres in 1940, from 160 acres 
in 1935, which

was a decrease of sixteen acres per 10,000 population. By 1943 the popula-

tion of the city had increased from 294,134 in 1940 to 359,400 in 1943, an

increase of 65,266 persona. During the same three year period from 1940 to

1943 the number of acres added to the park system amounted to forty-five.
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This increased the park acreage from 4,222 acres to 
4,26? acres. In

1943 the average number of acres per 10,000 population 
was 119, which

showed a decrease of twenty acres per 10,000 population. It was in this

three year period that the rapid population increase 
was a result of

migrant workers who came to the city to work in War Defense Plants.

During these years the population increased in greater proportion than

the increase in park acreage. From 1943 to 1945 there was an increase

of 119 to 134 acres per 10,000 population. This increase in acres per

10,000 population was due to the acquisition of 1,121 acres of park

property. At the same time the population was increasing from 359,400

persons to an estimated population of 400,000 persons. This was an in-

crease of 40,600 persons.

TABLE 3

THE NUMBER OF PARE, THE POPUITION, AND THE NUMBER OF PARES PKR TEN

THOUSAND POPULATION IN DALA , TElAS FROM 1900 TO 1945

-R-I NO 00 aritsper

Year No. of Parks Population 10,000 population

1900 1 42,638 1/4

1910 7 93,000 7/9

1920 21 161,000 1 1/4

1930 45 260,475 1 7/10

1935 45 277,000 1 3/5

194:0 51 294,134 1 4/5

1943 52 359,400 1 1/2

1945 61 400,000 1 53/100

A study of Table III showed the average number of parks in the

Dallas system per 10,000 population for the years from 1900 to 1945. In

1900 the population of Dallas was 42,638 and there was only one park in



the city. The average number of parks in Dallas for each 10,000 persons

in this year was only one fourth of one park. During the ten years that

followed 1900 Dallas acquired six additional parks, which brought the

total number of parks to seven. TI) population, during this same ten

year period was increased from 42,638 persons to 93,000 persons, an in-

crease of 50,3682. The average number of parks in 1910 per 10,000 per-

sons was seven ninths of one park, an increase of nineteen thirty-sixths

of one park. By 1920 Dallas had acquired twenty-one parks. During the

ten year period from 1910 to 1920 there was an increase of 68,000 per-

sons. The population in 1920 was 161,000 and the average number of

parks per 10,000 population was one and one fourth park. This was an

average increase of seventeen thirty-sixths of one park for each 10,000

persons. For the ten year period from 1920 to 1930 there was an in-

crease in population of 99,475 persons and an increase of twenty-four

in the number of parks. The population of Dallas in 1930 was 260,475 and

the number of parks in the system was forty-five. The average number of

parks in 1930 per 10,000 population was one and seven tenths which was

an average increase of nine twentieths of one park over that of 1920. 
In

the five year period that followed 1930 there were no new parks added to

the system but there was an increase in the population from 260,475 in

1930 to 277,000 in 1935. This increase in population resulted in a de-

crease in the average number of parks per 10,000 population from one and

seven tenths parks to one and three fifths parks which was a decrease of

one tenth of a park. By 1940 Dallas had acquired a total of fifty-one

parks which was an increase of six parks more than the number possessed

in 1935. During the five year period from 1935 to 1940 the population
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increased from 277,000 to 294,134 which was an increase of 17,134 per-

sons. The average number of parks per 10,000 population in 1940 was one

and four fifths parks. This was an increase of one fifth of a park over

the average of one and three fifths of a park in 1955. There was a

slight decline in the number of parks per 10,000 population from 1940 to

1943. This decrease amounted to three tenths of one park per 10,000

population. There was an average of one and one half park per 10,000

population in 194$ and the population for this same year was 359,400

persons. This was an increase of 65,266 persons more than the number of

persons: in 1940. By 1945 Dallas had acquired sixty-one parks and had a

population of 400,000 which was an increase of nine parks and 40,600

persons more than in 1943. The average number of parks per 10,000 in

1945 was one and fifty-three hundredths, which was an increase of three

hundredths of one park.

TABLE 4

THE COST OF OPERATIONS OF PABIE AND PLAYGROUNDS, THE POPULATION AND THE

COST PER INDIVIDUAL IN DALAS, TEXAS FROM 1900 TO 1945

Year Expense Population Per Capita Cost

1900 * 2,761 42,638 * .065

1910 63,738 93,000 .685

1920 186,450 161,000 1.15

1930 451,000 260,475 1.73

1935 337,921 277,000 1.22

1940 432,527 294,134 1.47

1943 493,680 359,400 1.37

1945 520,790 400,000 1.303

Table IV showed the cost of operating the parks and playgrounds, and

the cost per individual in the City of Dallas from 1900 to 1945. In 1900
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Dallas expended a total of $2, 761 in operation of the parks and plays

grounds. The population in this year was 42,638 persons and the Dallas

Park Department spent an average of six and one half cents per individual

for the operation of the parks and playgrounds. The expenditures had

increased by 1910 to $63,738, which was an increase of $60,977. The

population in 1910 was 93,000 which was an increase of 50,362 persons.

The oast of operations of the parks in this year was sixty-eight and one

half cents per person, an increase of sixty-two cents. In 1920 the er-

pense of operation of the parks had increased from $63,738 in 1910 to

$186,450, which was an increase of $122,712. During this ten year period

the population increased to 161,000 persons and the average per capita

cost increased to one dollar and fifteen cents. An all time high average

per capita cost was reached in 1930 when this average cost reached one

dollar and seventy-three cents. The total expense for operation of the

parks and playgrounds in 1930 was $451,000 and the population was 260,475.

The total expense for 1930 was $264,550 more than the expenditures in

1920, and the average cost per person was fifty-eight cents more than in

1920. In the depression years from 1930 to 1935 the population 
in-

creased from 260,475 to 277,000 which was an increase of 6525 persons.

In 1935 the expense of operation for the parks and playgrounds had been

decreased to $337,921. The average cost of operation in 1935 decreased

also from one and seventy-three hundredths dollars in 1930 to one and

twenty-two hundredths dollars in 1935. In 1940 the average cost per per-

son was again increased. The cost was one and forty.seven hundredths

dollars, which was an increase of twenty-five cents per person. The

population in 1940 was 294,134. By 1943 the expense of operation was

Wa



increased even more than in 1930. The population had increased so

rapidly however that the average cost of operations had decreased

slightly. The average cost in 1940 was one and forty-seven hundredths

dollars, and in 1943 the average had decreased to one and thirty-seven

hundredths dollars, which was a reduction of ten cents per person.

There was another reduction in 1945 in the average cost of operations.

This cost per person in 1945 was one dollar and thirty and one third

cents, which was six and seven tenths of a cent less than in 1943. For

1945 the total expense of operations reached an all time high of

$520,790, but the population of the city was also increased to an esti-

mated 400,000, so the cost of operations decreased slightly.

There are in the system a total of sixty-five parks of which twelve

are year around community centers. There are 5,388 acres of park proper-

ties which include all park areas, triangles, boulevards, and three farm

properties. The total number of pieces of property number two hundred

and sixty-five. Fourteen of the parks have an area of between five and

ten acres; nine have an area of between ten and twenty acres; and eight

have areas of between twenty and one hundred acres. Seven of the parks

have areas of one hundred acres or more and can be considered in the

large park class.

There are eighty-six boulevard esplanades, and one hundred and

eleven small ornamental triangles and circles. The distinction has been

made between the parks of the Dallas metropolitan area and the small

ornamental tracts, because the latter, while valuable in many ways, have

very little normal park or playground use. The total area of the boule-

vards and triangles is equal to twenty-five acres, and water surface
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comprises a total of 1,510 acres, while eighty-eight percent of the Dallas

park acreage is included in the seven large park areas. These larger parks

and reservations do not adequately serve the neighborhood units, because

they are beyond the one mile boundary of the community as is recommended.

It has been recommended by the Master Plan Commission that there be a ma-

terial increase in the number of neighborhood parks, playgrounds, and

play fields.

Included also in the facilities are three eighteen hole golf course,

one six hole course, one hundred tennis courts, eighty-seven softball

diamonds, one bathing beach, a civic center, a zoological garden, foot-

ball-soccer fields, a stadium, swiming pools, and other facilities for

all age and interest levels.

The City Plans Commission and Park Board have presented, in maps,

the proposed expansions of the recreation facilities for Dallas, Texas.

Plate II shows the playgrounds located on existing and proposed

elementary school sites, and playgrounds in existing and proposed parks

with a half mile radius of service for the playgrounds.

It also shows existing and proposed neighborhood parks and the

boundaries of the neighborhood units. The purpose of the map is to show

the local park and playground facilities available within each white

neighborhood unit.

Plate III shows the location of playfields on existing and proposed

high school sites and the playfields in existing and proposed parks with

a mile radius of service. The purpose of this map is to show the pro-

posed distribution of playfields throughout the urban area.
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Plate 1 shows the areas now occupied primarily by negroes, and

the future areas to be primarily occupied by them. It shows existing

and proposed playgrounds and parks serving these areas. The purpose of

the map is to present the park and recreational areas recommended to

serve the local negro neighborhood units.

There is proposed a system of parkways connecting all parts of

Greater Dallas and circling the Greater Dallas area. This system which

is planned follows the scenic route of the streams, bluffs, and lakes

that lie on the outskirts of the city.

Within the larger loop several parkways are planned to serve the

radial traffic. One of the most important of these is along Turtle

Creek. Others are along Cedar Creek, Coombs Creek, Hines Boulevard,

and the Triple Underpass.

Three areas recommended as reservations in connection with the

Metropolitan Park Program are particularly suited to forestry and wild

life conservation. These include the area above Bachman Lake, upper

White Rock creek, the area west of Buckner Boulevard, and along Scyene

Road.

The present plans for development were proposed by experts em-

ployed for this purpose in 1944. These experts were Harland Bartholomew

and Associates of St. Louis, Missouri; and Hare and Hare of Kansas City,

Missouri. Plates II, III, and IV show the recommendations proposed by

the consultants. 1

Master Plan for Dallas, Texas. Report number VII, pp. 33, 38,
and 39.
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CHAPTER VII

Conclusions

In view of the foregoing research and the tabulation of records,

the following conclusions were drawn.

1. There was a steady growth in recreational facilities of Dallas,

Texas from 1876 to 1946.

2. The recreation program has expanded under the direction of the

Recreation Department and the Park Board.

3. The recreation program offers facilities and activities to meet

the choices of all ages of persons and their varied interests.

4. The Park Board and the Board of Education have devised a plan for

cooperative ownership and operation of various lands and facili-

ties.

5. The park and recreation system has been greatly aided by the

philanthropic contributions of outstanding civic leaders. These

public spirited citizens have donated land, equipment, and money

for the advancement of the recreation program.

6. Citizens have assumed their responsibility on many occasions in

meeting the financial needs by voting bond issues for the pur-

chase of land and facilities.

7. The property has been acquired in two ways, namely, by purchase,

and by donation.

8. The acreage in the park property increased from ten acres in
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1876 to 5388 acres in 1946.

9. The total purchases amounted to 42,521,994.96 for 4,413 acres

of land.

10. The total donations were 975 acres of land which included twenty-

nine individual gifts.

11. The total acreage amounts to 134 acres for each 10,000 persons.

12. The participation has risen from 5,599,781 in 1927 to 8,027,986

in 1930.

13. The participation at the peak of the depression decreased from

4,337,253 in 1931 to 3,431,202 in 1933.

14. The participation increased from 5,444,085 in 1934 to 9,426,656

in 1945. From 1940 to 1945, during World War II, service per-

sonnel were admitted to all recreational facilities free of

charge.

15. The present cost of operation per person equals one dollar and

thirty and one third cents.

16. The plans developed in 1944 for present and future recreational

needs were concerned with providing the increasing population

with an adequate park and playground program.

17. The achievement of the proposed program will require the united

efforts of the Park Board, the Board of Education, the City

Plan Ocamission, and the citizens of Dallas.

Recommendation

It is recommended that this study be continued during the period of

growth and development under the Master Plan for Dallas, Texas.
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