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The problem of this study was to investigate the

attitudes expressed by parents of six-, even-, eight-, and

nine-year-old boys toward competition in the Carroliton -

Farmers Branch, Texas, Soccer Association during the 1976

Fall soccer season.

cott' Attitude Inv and an analysis of variance

at the .05 level of significance were used for the study.

The data obtained from the 193 parents who participated in

the study revealed that the parents held a positive attitude

toward intensive competition in youth soccer leagues. Addi-

tional analysis of data revealed that attitudes of parents

of boys six- and seven-years-old did not difsfner significantly

from these attitudes held by parents of eight- and nine-year-

old boys. (
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CHAPTER 1

INTROQJCTION

Youth soccer leagues are currently experiencing tremen-

dous growth in both male and female participation across the

United States. This increase in participation is being felt

in all divisions, especially in the pre-elementary and elem-

entary age divisions. For instance, the Carrollton - Farmers

Branch, Texas, Soccer Association currently has 122 tens as

compared to forty-eight teams in 1972, the year in which the

association was formed. Present teams consist of both boys

and girls competing in various age divisions ranging from age

four to age eighteen. In the boys' league alone, there are

twenty-two teams in both the under-eight and the under-ten

division totaling 330 players.

The increase of children actively involved in competitive

sports, such as soccer, at increasingly earlier ages, has

caused many parents, coaches, and professionals to raise ques-

tions regarding the effects of intense competitive situations

on children's emotional and physical development (11, p. 20).

They are beginning to recognize the potential dangers stemming

from participation in competitive sports at very young ages

(10, p. 43),
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There is little doubt that participation in a healthy,

competitive atmosphere can prove to be valuable to the over-

all development of an individual. Competition, however, can

also produce adverse effects on individual participants (12,

p. 342). The value of competition in youth soccer leagues

can be expressed by attitudes of parents of children partici-

pating in such programs. This was the main concern of the

study. The attitudes of parents involved in soccer programs

were measured to identify how they felt about competition and

if this attitude changed at different age levels.

Parental attitudes toward competition at early ages

should play an important role in determining objectives and

structuring a more beneficial and meaningful program for all

participants, regardless of age (3, p. 7). It is important

for our youth of today to develop necessary skills and to

acquire an appreciation for participation in recreational pro-

grams now and in their future. Appropriate measures, therefore,

need to be taken to insure that they develop positive atti-

tudes toward participation. Generally, people participate in

leisure activities for the following reasons: to develop

skills, to improve or maintain health, or to enjoy social in-

teraction. Most children do not understand these aspects of

participation. Parents should set a positive example from

which their children can observe and learn. Unfortunately,

this responsibility is often neglected by parents. Usually
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this responsibility is assumed by a person who is fulfilling

a double role comprised of being both a parent and a volunteer

coach in a community sports association. The non-involved

parent often feels that a "coach" is more experienced and,

therefore, suited for the task. Engh states, "In many situa-

tions, however, volunteer coaches take on the job with little

knowledge of their role and responsibilities in working with

youngsters as people and as athletes" (4, p. 34).

All people are products of their different life experi-

ences, resulting in their reacting to the same situation in

somewhat different manners (9, p. 76). Competitive situations

will, therefore, affect different individuals in different

ways depending upon the experiences they have had with compe-

tition throughout their lives. Therefore, it is important to

study the detenainants and consequences of competition on an

individual, as well as on a group basis. It is even more

important to study the effects of competitive stress during

the developmental stages of life (9, p. 86),

The basic objective for any youth sport activity is to

provide the child with an enjoyable educational experience

(10, p. 44). Knox believes that "the only lasting merit in

any sport is the pleasure in participating" (6, p. 22).

This objective, however, is often forgotten or sublimated by

the intense desire of the coach, parents, and children to win

(2, p. 40). Many coaches will only allow their more developed,



more skilled players to compete on a regular basis in order

to "win" the game (8, p. 64). The younger, less developed

child is often left on the sideline as a substitute. How

does this make the child feel about himself? Landers asks,

"Are we needlessly and cruelly punishing the children who are

physically smaller or less mature, or less well coordinated

or agressive, who can't compete successfully and perhaps don't

even want to?" (7, p. 52).

An intense effort must be made to identify the negative

aspects of competition in youth sports programs, so as to

formulate and program activities that will allow for enjoy-

able participation now and encourage future participation.

Previously, this function was the responsibility of

the city recreation department. Presently, however, this role

has been assumed by private organizations, such as community

sports associations (3, p. 6). These associations profess

their objectives to be such desirable goals as good sports-

manship, well-developed skills, and appreciation and knowledge

of the sport (1, p. 2). Often, however, the actual emphasis

of the sport turns toward winning, winning even at the sac-

rifice of the stated objectives.

Parents are responsible for the development of these

associations. The parents, therefore, must decide what
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type of program they want offered to their children. Recre-

ational programs can be structured with emphasis being placed

wherever the parents desire, The parents' goals and objec-

tives should dictate the basic formulation and administration

of a program (12, p. 353). Whenever a program tends to deviate

from its basic objectives, the parents have the power to make

appropriate changes,

Perhaps the basic problem is that in the American peoples'

overwhelming desire to "win", they have lost sight of the

original purpose of competitive participation (2, p. 41).

This point can be well emphasized in regard to the Olympic

Games. It appears that as activities become more highly or-

ganized and specialized, there seems to be a shift from

participation in recreational activities for the original

purposes of enjoyment, social interaction, and health bene-

fits to participation stemming from intense competitive pres-

sures, The objective has become oriented toward winning with

little recognition left for participation for the enjoyment

of the sport (2, p. 41).

Statement of Problem

The problem of this study was to investigate the attitudes

toward competition expressed by parents of boys participating

in the Carrollton - Farmers Branch, Texas, Soccer Association

during the 1976 Fall season.
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Purposes of the Study

The purpose of this study was to determine if parental

attitudes (male and female) would differ significantly toward

competition for different age boys participating in youth

soccer leagues. An additional purpose would be to reveal

where any significant differences occurred in order to iden-

tify specific areas of concern for evaluation.

Definition of Terms

The following terms and definitions are pertinent to

this study:

1. Attitude: "The ideas or feelings one may have about

something as a result of past experiences, or as a result of

imaginative likes or dislikes" (5, p. 296).

2. Intense Athletic Competition: "A program which follows

a regular schedule with other teams culminating in champion-

ship play-offs" (13, p. 352).

3. Sc Association: A non-profit organization respon-

sible for conducting and promoting the game of soccer (1, p. 2).

Limitation of Study

This study was limited to the parents of boys partici-

pating in the under-eight and in the under*-ten age division

of the Carrollton - Farmers Branch, Texas, Soccer Association

during the 1976 Fall season. A lottery method of selection

was utilized to select seven teams from each age division to

be surveyed for this study.
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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Literary procedure and research studies concerning

attitudes, attitudes toward youth oriented sport leagues,

and attitudes toward intense competition in these leagues

were reviewed. This study dealt exclusively with attitudes

of parents toward competition in youth soccer leagues.

Scott (14) compared attitudes of three selected popula-

tions - parents, teachers, and school administrators - toward

intensive competition in team games at the elementary school

level by the use of an attitude scale. It was assumed that

these populations were those influencing the conduct of school

athletics. A revision of the }.c.j Atti1ude .+sl Lwas used

in the measurement of attitudes in Scott's study. The results

showed that the majority of these populations were favorable

in their attitudes toward intensive competition at the elem-

entary school level.

Skubic (15) used a series of questionnaires to determine

the attitudes of players and their parents toward competitive

baseball. Parents approved of Little League and Middle League

baseball participation for their sons and felt that these

programs were positive factors in contributing to their sons'

development. Although some of the boys were affected adversely

8
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as a result of competition, the majority of boys were not.

As a result of this study, several recommendations were sub-

mitted in order to help improve the program. One of the

suggestions was based on the criticism that not all of the

players were given equal opportunity to participate in the

games. The parents also felt that a more careful selection

should be used in the recruiting of officials, managers, and

coaches.

Grumbo (5) developed a questionnaire to determine

opinions about the effects of interscholastic athletic com-

petition at the preadolescent level in the state of North

Dakota. Questionnaires were sent to administrators, athletic

directors, and medical authorities in order to obtain their

opinions toward interscholastic athletics for preadolescents.

It was concluded that experience with interscholastic com-

petition at preadolescence tended to increase the children's

enthusiasm for such programs.

Cobb (3) used a revision of the Scott Attitude Scale

and the Bowman Parent Attitude Inventory for measuring

attitudes of parents and their sixth grade children toward

elementary athletic competition. Eight hundred and thirty-

eight questionnaires were distributed to the parents of 419

sixth grade students from five elementary schools in Arling-

ton, Texas. The findings revealed no significant differences

among the attitudes of the parents toward elementary physical



10

education and elementary athletic competition with one excep-

tion. The statistically significant difference concerned the

attitudes of mothers of sons and mothers of daughters in the

area of elementary athletic competition. Mothers of daughters

were more in favor of athletic competition than were mothers

of sons, possibly due to the lack of opportunities for girls

to participate in competitive athletics in Arlington, Texas,

and for their mothers to see the effects of athletic compe-

tition on their daughters.

There appeared to be a time lag of approximately ten

years between the 1960's and the 1970's during which very

little was written with regard to competition in youth sport

leagues. One can only speculate that such studies as those

conducted by Scott (14) and Skubic (15) in the 1950's were

instrumental in improving programs. It can be further spec-

ulated that the overall administration of these programs was

such as to practically eliminate criticism of such programs

for approximately ten years. One can only hope that such

studies were instrumental in program improvement and in

general acceptance for the conduct of youth sport programs

patterned after intensive competition, which was originally

developed in colleges and universities.

Participation in youth sport leagues increased in the

1970's. Programs were enlarged to meet the needs of increased

interest and participation. Highly organized youth sport
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leagues began to evolve in the 1970's as a direct result of

increased participation. Intensive competition for elemen-

tary age children broadened as increasingly younger age groups

comprised of both sexes were included as participants. This

expansion of intensive competitive youth sport leagues caused

many pertinent articles to be written in the 1970's.

Pulitizer Prize winning author James A. 4ichener (10)

wrote that excessive competition has taken the fun out of

children's play (10, p. 112). Competition is essential for

the development of the individual, but the degree of competi-

tion is important. Nichener concluded that "unless we shift

the emphasis from spectacular competitive contests to indi-

vidual lifetime sports, we will continue to sabotage the

physical and psychological health of our children" (10, p. 112).

UQ S News and Wrld kprt (6) reported that many

experts feel that adult-run sports for children are overdone.

Children are subjected to competitive athletics too early in

life causing both emotional and physical damage.

Ergh (4) directed his attention toward the rule and

responsibilities of the volunteer coach. He reported that

youth sport leagues exist due to the fact that they are able

to attract volunteers to serve as coaches. Volunteer coaches

should be given as much training as possible in order to

better qualify them to deal with the individual differences

of the children on their teams. This would enable the
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coaches to develop better programs, better athletes, and

better people; thus, fulfilling the purpose of the youth

sports programs.

Look Magazine published a series of four articles by

Angel, Patrusky, Lebow, and Newlands dealing with different

controversial aspects of youth sport programs. Angel (8)

related various reasons why children are injured while par-

ticipating in such programs. He also recommended several

precautions that should be taken in order to help reduce

the chances of injury. Mangel emphasized the health hazards

caused by too intense competition. Patrusky (12) referred to

the studies conducted by Sherif, a social psychologist, deal-

ing with increased pressure on children to win. Patrusky

agreed with Sherif's statement that "competition alone is not

inherently antagonistic to human behavior" (12, p. 62) ;

however, Patrusky added, "But when winning becomes all-impor-

tant, especially with kids, watch out" (12, p. 62).

Lebow' s article in Look Mawane (7) referred back to

a time when children played games just for fun. Now these

games have "become too serious to be fun" (7, p. 64). Lebow

placed much of the blame for this on parents who stressed winning.

Newlands (11) reported on new methods being used to test

for athletic talent. One can now determine by test not only

if they have the mental and physical attributes to become

a great athlete, but also what sport they are best suited for.
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Chissom (2) discussed the importance of determining

whether competition in athletic programs detracts from moral

behavior. If it does, then those who are responsible for

conducting the program need to develop better methods for

influencing positive moral behavior. Chissom stressed that:

Research efforts in this area need to be initiated and
broadened; preliminary attempts at trial programs need
to be implemented; but most important of all, we as
educators and parents need to decide whether or not we
want changes. If we indeed desire changes, efforts
must be started soon before the doomsday prophets are
proven to be correct (2, pgs. 11-12).

Schwertley (13) and Bugg (1) agreed in their articles

dealing with the advantages and disadvantages of competitive

sports for children. They both concluded that competition

belongs in youth sport leagues to some degree. The main concern

is to insure that the degree of competition is not allowed to

become a detriment rather than an asset.

Tutko (16) studied competition, in particular the emphasis

on winning. He stressed that competition is psychologically

dangerous to children. Sports should encourage children to

develop positive attitudes about themselves. However,

competition causes them to value themselves only if they win.

Tatko asked, "If children can't learn to enjoy themselves

outside the confines of winning, if they are led to believe

they are failures if they don't succeed, then what values

are sports imparting?" (16, p. 62). Thtko did not disapprove

of competition entirely. He contended that competing for the
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enjoyment of competing is valuable, but competing just to

become the league champion contradicts the whole purpose

behind youth sport programs.

1atko recommended soccer as an alternate sport to foot-

ball for many reasons. Some of these reasons included (1)

children of varying mental and physical development could par-

ticipate successfully in soccer, (2) soccer would promote

excellent physical conditioning benefits and would not be as

physically dangerous as other contact sports, and (3) compe-

tition would not be as intense in soccer, as it is in more

traditional sports.

Much more research is needed in the area of competition.

Martens (9) feels that 'both the determinants and the conse-

quences of competition need wide-scale study" (9, p. 86).

More research is also needed in the area of parental atti-

tudes toward competition in youth sport leagues. A review of

this literature has revealed that very few studies have dealt

with parental attitudes toward competition in youth sport

leagues, and that none have dealt primarily with attitudes

toward soccer. The reviewed literature dealt mainly with the

possible negative values which may stem from intensive competi-

tion in youth sport programs. Hopefully, this study will

identify the areas of most concern to parents so as to help

establish youth sport programs which successfully meet the

mental, physical, and emotional needs of the children who

participate.
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CHAPTER III

PROCEWUES FOR COLLECTION OP DATA

The data for this study was obtained from a survey

questionnaire which was distributed to parents of boys

participating on the seven teams in the underweight age

group (consisting of boys six and seven years of age) and

on the seven teams in the under-ten age group (consisting

of boys eight and nine years of age). A lottery method of

selection was utilized for the purpose of selecting which

fourteen teams out of the total forty-four tens in the two

divisions would be surveyed.

Selection of Subjects

The subjects and subject area in this study were select-

ed for the following reasons; (1) The Carrollton - Farmers

Branch, Texas, area is experiencing a rapid population

growth which would enable a more representative sample of

different socio-economic groups to be obtained, (2) this

soccer association has only been in existence since 1972,

(3) the association is affiliated with the North Texas Soccer

Association and with the United States Soccer Association,

(4) boys in the under-ten and under-eight divisions have

generally been playing soccer long enough for parents to form

attitudes toward competition in the league, and (5) ages

17
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six through nine are the most prevalent ages for soccer

participation in the United States (7, p. 226).

Selection of Instrument

The selection of the instrument was based upon the

objectives of the study, by a review of literature relating

to questionnaire construction, and by a consideration of

the validity, reliability, and objectivity of the available

instruments. The instrument selected for this study was

Scott's Attitude Inventory (6, pp. 358-361) for measuring

attitudes toward athletic competition at the elementary

school level. The Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coeffi-

cient computed between the first and second administration of

Scott's Attitude Inventory Sale was .90,

The cott Attitude Inventory was used to determine the

attitudes of two populations, parents (male and female) of

boys ages eight and nine and parents (male and female) of

boys ages six and seven, toward intense competition in

soccer for children at the elementary age level.

A Likert procedure was used to measure attitudinal

responses to each inventory statement. The respondents were

allowed a choice of five alternatives. The alternatives were

as follows: (a) Strongly agree, (b) Agree, (c) Neutral or

indifferent, (d) Disagree, and (e) Strongly disagree. Each

choice was given a value ranging from one point for the most

favorable response to five points for the least favorable
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response depending on whether the item was negative or positive.

The parents' attitude scores were then determined by the total

assessed point values.

Distribution of Questionnaire

The Carrollton - Farmers Branch Soccer Association

approved distribution of the questionnaire to parents through

the coaches of the selected teams in the specified age groups.

The coaches of these selected teams gave each parent a ques-

tionnaire which contained an introductory page and an

information sheet. The introductory page explained the

nature of the questionnaire and contained instructions for

completing the questionnaire. (A copy of the introductory

page may be found in Appendix A.) The information sheet was

included to obtain demographic data from each respondent.

(A copy of the information sheet may be found in Appendix B.)

The parents were instructed to return the completed

information sheets and questionnaires to the coaches. The

coaches collected the completed questionnaires and notated

the names of parents who failed to return their questionnaires.

These parents were contacted by a follow-up telephone call

approximately three weeks after the questionnaires were dis-

tributed.

Procedure for Analysis of the Data

Thge Sott Attitude Scale was the instrument used to

survey attitudes of parents toward competition in youth
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soccer leagues. A total of 361 questionnaires were distri-

buted to the parents of the fourteen teams involved in the

study. The data obtained from the 193 parents who completed

and returned the questionnaires was analyzed by the use of

a computer.

Statistical data was calculated through the use of

analysis of variance and t tests. Percentages were computed

from the data to determine if parental attitudes were favor-

able or unfavorable toward competition in youth soccer leagues.

The t test was used to determine if the differences

between the attitudes of parents of boys in the under-eight

division differed significantly at the .05 level of confi-

dence from the attitudes of parents of boys in the under-ten

division. Attitudes of both male and female parents were

also analyzed by the use of the t test in order to determine

if they differed significantly at the .05 level of confidence.
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CHAP TER IV

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

The analysis of the data collected from 193 parents of

children participating in the Carrollton- Farmers Branch,

Texas, youth soccer leagues is presented in this chapter.

Sgt's Attitude Inventory was wsed for measuring and compar..

tug parental attitudes toward intensive competition in youth

soccer programs.

The under-ten division, consisting of boys eight and

nine years of age, and the under-eight division, consisting

of boys six and seven years of age, were selected for this

study, since ages six through nine are the most prevalent

ages for soccer participation in the United States (5, p. 226).

Seven teams from a possible twenty-two in the under-ten divi-

sion and seven teams from a possible twenty-two in the under.

eight division were chosen using a lottery method of selection

to participate in the study.

A total of 361 questionnaires was distributed to parents

of boys in the two age divisions, with 183 given to the under-

eight division and 178 given to the under-ten division. Fif ty-

five mothers and thirty-nine fathers returned questionnaires

for the under-ten division, totaling ninety-four questionnaires

returned. Fifty-eight mothers and forty-one fathers in the

22
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under-eight division returned questionnaires. The combined

total of 193 usable returns represented a fifty-three per-

cent rate of return. Seventeen questionnaires were not

usable due to incomplete or irrelevant responses. Seven-

teen questionnaires received from coaches were not considered

for the purposes of this study.

Parents were instrated to select one of five alterna-

tives in response to each statement. The alternatives were

as follows: (1) strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) neutral or

indifferent, (4) disagree, and (5) strongly disagree. Each

choice was given a value ranging from one point for the most

favorable response to five points for the least favorable

response. The respondents' attitude scores were ascertained

by the total assessed point values for each statement.

Fisher's t test was used to determine whether or not

significant differences at the .05 level of confidence existed

in attitudes between the four parent groups. An analysis of

variance was utilized to ascertain if one parent category

within the two groups differed significantly in attitudes to-

ward intensive competition. The four parent categories within

the two divisions were as follows: (1) male parents in the

under-ten division, (2) female parents in the under-ten divi-

sion, (3) male parents in the under-eight division, and (4)

female parents in the under-eight division.
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Comparisons made among the four parent groups by an

analysis of variance revealed no statistically significant

differences in attitudes toward intensive competition in

the Carrollton - Farmers Branch, Texas, youth soccer leagues

with the exception of one parent group. The statistically

significant difference appeared between the attitudes of

mothers of sons and the attitudes of fathers of sons in the

under-ten age division. Mothers of sons under-ten years of

age expressed a significantly more favorable attitude toward

soccer competition for their sons than did fathers of sons

under-ten years of age. The statistically significant

difference yielded a t value of 1.? at the .05 level of

confidence. A 5 of 1.66 was required to be statistically

significant at the .05 level of confidence (2, pp. 183-193).

Table I presents the mean differences among attitudes

of female parents in the under-eight age division, male

parents in the under-eight age division, female parents in

the under-ten age division, and male parents in the under-

ten age division using Scott's Attitude Inventory. The t
test was used to determine whether the difference between

specific means of each pairing of parental groups was

statistically significant at the .05 level of confidence.
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TABLE I

DIFFERENCES AMONG MEANS OF PARENT GROUPS
ON THE SCOTT ATTITUDE INVENTORY

- wT -L-L-J -' r .L-n~p*eam:nmammamminmama w IJ1 rJ~u--I!- -s Iinuamnmsin mmL

Mothers
Or Sons
Under
Eight

Fathers
Of Sons
Under
Eight

Mothers
Of Sons
Under
Ten

Fathers
Of Sons
Under
Ten

Mean SD Mean ISD Mean SD Mean SD

188.93125.28 190.24128.791 185.11 121.59 194.21126.23

Mothers
or Sons
Under ... -0.26 0.83 -1.04
Eight

(N=58)

Fathers
Of Sons
Under 0.26 ... 1.01 -0.72
Eight

(N41)

Mothers
Of Sons
Under -0.83 -1.01 ... -1.77*
Ten

(N=55)

Fathers
Of Sons
Under 1,04 0.72 1.77* ..
Ten

(N=39)
a S i m a ne-S

*Significant at the .05 level of eonfidenoe.
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The total mean scores shown in Table I indicated that

mothers of sons participating in the two soccer age divisions

held more positive attitudes toward intensive soccer competi-

tion for their sons than did the fathers of sons participating

in the two soccer age divisions. Mothers of sons participating

in the under-ten soccer division expressed the most positive

attitudes toward intensive soccer competition with a mean of

185.11. Mothers of sons participating in the under-eight

division were next with a mean of 188.93. Fathers of sons

participating in the under-eight division expressed attitudes

toward intensive competition with a mean of 190.24. Fathers

of sons in the under-ten division expressed the least positive

attitudes toward intensive soccer competition for their sons

with a mean of 194.21.

M analysis of variance of the attitudinal responses of

parents of boys in the under-ten division and parents of boys

in the under-eight division revealed that seven of the seventy-

nine variables were statistically significant at the .05 level

of confidence.

Table II presents the difference in attitude as found

between the parents of boys eight and nine years old in the

under-ten division (P-IC) and the parents of boys six and

seven years of age in the under-eight division (P-8) for

statement number six: This type of participation enables

most individuals to work off emotional tension.
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TABLE II

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND T-VALUES
FOR STATE(RNT NUMBfl SIX

Statement number six: This type of participation enables
most individuals to work off emotional tension.

Group Mean S.D. F P

P-10 2,31 .92 3.92 1.98 .05
(N=94)

P-8 2.60 1.09 ... ...

(N=99)

Degrees of Freedom: 1., 191.

Parent groups P-10 and P-8 tended to agree with statement

number six. Parent group P-10 exhibited a significantly

stronger agreement with the variable than P-8. This finding

suggested that parents responding to the questionnaire con-

sidered intensive soccer competition to be a more acceptable

emotional tension release activity for eight and nine year

old boys than for the six and seven year old boys.

Table III presents the difference found between the

parents of boys eight and nine years old in the under-ten

division (P-10) and the parents of boys six and seven years

old in the under-eight division (P-8) for statement number
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tent Participation tends to put most individuals in a state

of emotional upset for a long period of time.

TABLE III

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND T-VALUES
FOR STATWUIT NUMBER Tm

Statement number tent Participation tends to put most indivi-
duals in a state of emotional upset for a long period of time.

Group Mean S.D. F P

P-10 4.12 .62 5,06 2.25 .03
(N=94)

P"8 4.32 .65 .4.

(N=99)

Degrees of Freedom: 1., 191.

Parent groups P-10 and .P-8 tended to disagree with state-

ment number ten. Group P-10 varied from group P-8 in that

their disagreement was significantly less. These parental

attitudes suggested that the parents surveyed in the question-

naire felt that as children grow older and are exposed to

more intensive competitive athletic situations, they tend to

become more emotionally upset and remain so for a longer

period of time.
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Table IV presents the difference found between parents

of boys eight and nine years old in the under-ten division

(P-10) and parents of boys six and seven years. old in the

under-eight division (P-8) for statement number sixteenth

Participation gives most individuals mental relaxation after

the pressure of a game is over.

TABLE IV

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND T-VALUES
FOR STAT'L T NUMBER SIXl

Statement number sixteen: Participation gives most individ-
uals mental relaxation after the pressure of a game $.s over.

Group Mean S.D. F P

P-10 2.59 .82 7.30 2.70 .008
(n=94)

P-8 2.94 .99 ... - .....

(N-99)

Degrees of Freedom; 1., 191.

Parent groups P-10 and P-8 tended to agree with statement

number sixteen. Group P-10 varied from group P-8 in that their

agreement was significantly greater. The data obtained from

parents responding to the questionnaire suggested that they
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felt that as children become older and more skilled, the pres-

sure created by a game situation appears to become more intense.

Table V presents the difference found between parents of

boys eight and nine years old in the under-ten division (P-40)

and parents of boys six and seven years old in the under-eight

division (P-B) for statement number nineteen: The skilled

person needs this type of participation in order to stimulate

him to develop his physical skill still further.

TABLE V

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND 1-VALUES
FOR STATE NUMBER 11ET1?

Statement number nineteen: The skilled person needs this
type of participation in order to stimulate him to develop
his physical skill still further.

Group Mean S.D. F t P

P-10 2.43 .90 4.50 2.12 .04
(N=94)

2-8 2.16 .83 ... ... ...

(N=99)

Degrees of Freedom: 1., 191.

Both parent groups strongly agreed with statement number

nineteen. Group P-8 varied from group P-10 in that their

agreement with statement nineteen was significantly greater.
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The data obtained from parents responding to the questionnaire

suggested that the parents felt that as a skilled person

becomes older, the need for intensive competition as a

stimulus for greater skill development begins to diminish.

Table VI presents the difference in attitude found

between parents of boys under-ten (P-10) and parents of boys

under-eight (P-8) for statement number forty-two: Partioi-

pation teaches most individuals to win without boasting in

public.

TABLE VI

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND T-VALUES
FOR STATBM3ET NUMBER FORTY-TWO

Statement number forty-two; Participation teaches most
individuals to win without boasting in public.

- a~~m.- -man0mm

Group Mean S.D. F P

P-10 2.90 .95 1b66 2.16 .03
(N=94)

P-8 2.61 .97 ... ...

(N=99)

Degrees of Freedom; 1., 191.

Both parent groups agreed with statement number forty-

two. Although group P-8 agreed significantly stronger with

the statement, group P-b0 approached a value indicative of



32

neutrality or indifference. The data. obtained from parents

responding to the questionnaire suggested that the parents

felt that the older the player, the more he would tend to

publicafly boast of his athletic success.

Table VII presents the difference in attitude between

parents of boys under-ten (P-10) and parents of boys under-

eight (P-8) for statement number forty-five: Participation

gives many individuals a feeling of inferiority if beaten

often.

TABLE VII

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND T-VALUES
FOR STATE NT UMBER FORTY-FIVE

Statement number forty-five: Participation gives many
individuals a feeling of inferiority if beaten often.

Group lean S.D. F t P

P-10 2.89 1.00 6.47 2.54 .01
(N=94)

P-8 3.27 1.07 ... ... .-
(N=99)

Degrees of Freedom: 1., 191.

Parent groups P-b! and P-8 both tended to agree in their

assumption of a position of neutrality or indifference

regarding statement number forty-five. Group P-8 varied
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significantly, however, by veering toward a position of

disagreement with statement forty-five. The data obtained

from parents responding to the questionnaire suggested that

the parents felt that the younger players exhibited fewer

feelings of inferiority than did the older players as a

result of being frequently defeated. This finding would

additionally suggest that the emotional impact of intense

competition increases with age.

Table VIII presents the difference between attitudes of

parents of boys under-ten (P-IC) and parents of boys under-

eight (P-8) for statement number seventy-nine: Injuries in

this type of competition are often exaggerated because they

make good news items.

TABLE VIII

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE AND T-VALUES FOR
STATEMENT NUMBER SEVENTY-NINE

Statement number seventy-nine: Injuries in this type of competi-
tion are often exaggerated because they make good news items.

Group Mean S.D. F t P

P-10 3.5k .91 8.61 2.93 .00k
(N=94)

P-8 3.12 1.07 ... ....
(11=99)

of Freedom: 1., 191.Degrees
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Parent groups P-40 and P-8 tended to agree in their

assumption of a position of neutrality or indifference

regarding statement number seventy-nine. Group P-8, however,

varied significantly from group P-10 in veering toward a

position of agreement with statement number seventy-nine.

The data obtained from parents responding to the question-

naire suggested that the parents felt that injuries sustained

by younger competitors were more likely to be exaggerated

in media reporting than injuries sustained by older competi-

tors. This finding, along with articles included in the

review of literature, greatly supported the feelings of on-

cern expressed by professionals in the field of recreation

for the welfare of youth presently participating in intensive

sports competition at extremely young ages.

Table IX represents a summary of the demographic data

received from the parents participating in the study. The

parents returning the questionnaires were limited to responses

from Caunasians from the upper-middle class. Therefore,

comparisons of attitudes toward soccer competition among

parents of different socio-economic backgrounds could not

be made.



TABLE IX

SUMMARY OF DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

------ n----a

Mothers Mothers Fathers Fathers
Of Boys Of Boys Of Boys Of Boys
Under Under Under Under
Eight Ten Eight Ten
(N=58) (N=55) (N=41) (N=39)

Caucasian
White 99% 99% 99% 99%

Hispanic/
a1 .OM .0101%1 .01% .01%
American

Attended
College 36% 35% 44% 43%

College
Graduate 31% 29% 37% 35%

Additional demographic data that was interesting in

this study was as follows 47.39% of parents returning ques-

tionnaires were in the $20,000 - $29,999 bracket for total family

income. Sixty percent of the parents returning questionnaires

had two children participating in soccer. These statistics

must be evaluated in light of duplication of data from both

parents of the same family.



Discussion of Findings

In comparing the attitudes of parents of boys parti ci-

pating in the Carrollton - Farmers Branch, Texas, youth

soccer leagues, the findings revealed no significant dif-

ferences in attitude between parent groups toward intensive

soccer competition with the exception of one parent-group.

Mothers of sons under-ten expressed significantly sore pos-

itive attitudes toward -soccer competition for their sons than

did fathers of sons under-ten. One explanation for these

findings could be that parents from the same fatly generally

hold the same attitudes. Since the questionnaires were

provided for both parents, it was possible that enough

couples participated in the survey to off-set other signifi-

cant differences that might have occurred.

Since all parent groups, however, responded positively

to the majority of the statements concerning intensive

athletic competition, it may be assumed that parents of six-,

seven-, eight-, and nine-year-old boys hold positive attitudes

toward intensive soccer competition in the Carrollton -

Farmers Branch, Texas, youth soccer leagues. In addition,

the seven statements found to be statistically significant

were excellent indicators of parental concern for the develop-

mental influences resulting from this type of athletic

participation. (Appendix D shows the total means and standard
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deviations found for parent group P-1 and parent group P-8

regarding each of the seventy-nine statements.)

The limited research available concerning parental

attitudes toward competition has been consistent with this

study in the finding of positive parental attitudes expressed

toward competition. Cobb (1) found that parents expressed

positive attitudes toward competition for their sixth grade

children. A statistically significant difference existed

between attitudes of mothers of sons and attitudes of mothers

of daughters. Mothers of daughters expressed significantly

more positive attitudes toward competition than did mothers

of sons. Skubic (4) found that parents of participants in

Little League and Middle League baseball programs expressed

positive attitudes toward competition for their children.

In American society today, there are many indicators

which tend to support the findings of this study. The

increase in participation in sports activities is only one

example. Not only has participation in sports activities

increased, but also spectator attendance has risen in both

amateur and professional sporting events (5, p. 7).

Another assumption may be that people in present day

society have become so concerned with winning that they

either lack concern or are unaware about possible detri-

mental effects such participation may have on its participants.

It is vitally important that parents of children competing in



competitive athletic events be aware of and concerned with

the possible negative aspects of athletic competition. The

nal percentage of questionnaires returned may reveal a

general lack of concern on the part of parents toward inten-

sive competition. The small percentage of returns may also

be attributed to the method used to distribute and collect

the questionnaires or to the length of the questionnaire

itself.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The purpose of this study was to determine and compare

parental attitudes toward intensive competition in youth

soccer programs. This chapter presents a summary, eonclu-

sions, and suggests recommendations based upon the data

resulting from the study.

Summary

Scott's Attitude Inventory for measuring attitudes

toward athletic competition at the elementary school level

was the instrument used for this study. An analysis of

variance was used to determine whether or not significant

differences at the .05 level of confidence existed in atti-

tudes between the four parent groups. The four parent groups

within the two divisions were as follows: (1) male parents

in the under-ten division, (2) female parents in the under-

ten division, (3) male parents in the under-eight division,

and (4) female parents in the under-eight division.

The data obtained through the use of Scott's instrument

from the 193 parents who participated in the study revealed

that the parents held a positive attitude toward intensive

competition in youth soccer leagues. Additional analysis of

data revealed that attitudes of parents of boys six and seven

40
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years old did not differ significantly from those attitudes

held by parents of eighl-and nine-year-old boys. Fisher's

t test revealed a statistically significant difference

between the attitudes expressed by mothers of sons under-ten

and fathers of sons under-ten years of age. The mothers of

sons under ten expressed a significantly more positive atti-

tude toward competition for their sons than did fathers of

sons under-ten years of age.

Conclusions

Based on the analysis of the data for this study, the

following conclusions were drawn:

1. Mothers of sons participating in the under-eight

soccer league division possess a positive attitude toward

intensive competition, but not as positive as mothers of

sons in the under-ten division.

2. Fathers of sons participating in the under-ten

soccer division have positive attitudes toward intensive

competition, but not as positive as fathers of sons in the

under-eight age division.

3. Mothers of sons in the under-ten age division have

a more positive attitude toward competition for their sons

than do fathers of sons under-ten years of age.

4. Intensive soccer competition found among boys six

through nine in youth soccer leagues is viewed as being

positive by both male and female parents.
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5. Parents feel intensive soccer competition allows

boys to work off emotional tension.

6. Parents maintain that intensive soccer competition

does not put most individuals in a state of emotional upset

for a long period of time.

7. Parents feel that after the pressure of an inten-

sive soccer game is over, most individuals exhibit mental

relaxation.

8. Parents feel that a skilled person needs intensive

soccer competition in order to stimulate him to develop his

physical skill still further.

9. Parents feel that intensive soccer competition

teaches most individuals to win without boasting in public.

10. Parents feel that intensive soccer competition gives

many individuals a feeling of inferiority if defeated often.

11. Parents feel that injuries resulting from intensive

soccer competition are not often exaggerated for the purpose

of creating news items.

Recommendations

Based on the results of the study, the following

recommendations are made:

1. A comparative study of parental attitudes toward

intensive soccer competition should be conducted in a lower
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socio-economic area in order to determine if any significant

differences in attitude exist,

2. A comparative study of parental attitudes toward

intensive soccer competition should be conducted with par-

ents of girls participating in soccer leagues in order to

determine if significant differences of attitude exist in

attitudes toward competition for girls and toward competition

for boys.

3. A comparative study of parental attitudes toward

intensive competition in other sport activities should be

conducted in order to determine if a significant difference

in attitude exists toward competition in different sport

activities.

h. A comparative study of the attitudes of the par-

ticipants in a soccer league should be conducted to determine

if significant differences exist as an indication of age,

experience, and/or ability.

5. A comparative study should be conducted to deter-

mine if the attitudes of parents and coaches significantly

differ.



APPENDIX A

INTRODUCTORY PAGE FOR ATTITUDINAL STUDY ON
COMPETITION IN YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAMS

In the last few years an increasing number of comments

regarding the outcome of community sports programs have been

expressed by the public. Parents, school administrators, and

coaches are all interested in athletic competition. It seems

very worthwhile to attempt to determine what people feel about

the participation of young children in team sports involving

intensive competition.

By "intensive competition," we refer to those programs

which follow a regular schedule with other teams culminating

in championship play-offs.

We would greatly appreciate your completing the following

questionnaire so as to determine how parents associated with

the Carrollton - Farmers Branch Soccer Association feel about

their children participating in an intense competitive sports

program.

There are no correct or incorrect answers to these

questions. We simply want your personal opinion about each

statement. Your first impression would be best for this pur-

pose. Please indicate your own opinion by writing the approp-

riate number in the blank to the right of the statement. The

numbers represent the following code:



Strongly Neutral or Strong]
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagr
1 2 :3 4 s

Thank you for your participation in this study. The

results will be available from the Carrollton - Farmers

Branch Soccer Association for your information.

ly
ee
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APPENDIX B

INFORMATION SHEET

DIRECTIONS: Please complete the following torm. No name is
required and all information will remain confi-
dential. If you have children participating in
different age divisions, please indicate which
divisions below:

Under Eight
Under Ten
Both of the above
Other (specify)

General Information

Person filling out form: __Mother Father Coach

Race: Asian-Oriental or Pacific Islander
Caucasian/White
Hispanic/Mexican Amerioan
Indian/Alaskan Native
Negro/Black

Total Family Income for One Years
Under $7,999
$ 8,000 - $11,999 -~~~~

$12,000 - $14,999

$15,000 - 19,999
120,000 - 29,999
S30,000 or More

Number of Children in Family:

Ages and Sex of Children participating in soccer program:

How many years has each child been participating in soccer?

Your Educational Background

Attended High School: -a

Attended College:

Graduated from High School:

Graduated from College

46
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APPENDIX C

SCOTT'S ATTITUDE SCALE
FOR

ELE4&TAHY SCHOOL AGE ATHLETIC COMPETITION

Directions; Please indicate your own opinion by writing the
appropriate number in the blank to the right of
the statement. The numbers represent the
following code:

Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree
1 2 3 4 5

Use 3 only if you neither agree nor disagree with the
statement. If you agree slightly with the statement,
use number 2; if you disagree slightly, use number 4.

1. This type of competition generally promotes
community spirit.

2. Participation develops physical fitness in most
individuals.

3. Participation gives most individuals self-
assurance.

4. Winning and losing in this type of participa-
tion helps to prepare most individuals for the
competition they meet in daily living.

5. Participation helps to train most individuals
to face the problems of everyday living.

6. This type of participation enables most indi-
viduals to work off emotional tensions.

7. Participation in this type of competition often
leads to acceptance of the fact that one must
play "rough" if the opponents are rough.

8. This type of competition is an illustration of
the tendency to force children into adult pat-
terns of behavior without concern for their
emotional or physical development.
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Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree

1 2 3 4 5

9. Participation gives most individuals a high
sense of self-respect.

10. Participation tends to put most individuals in
a state of emotional upset for a long period
of time.

11. Participation gives most individuals an apprecia-
tion for a job which is well done.

12. The experience of this type of participation
develops many individuals as leaders.

13. Most participants learn to respect any individ-
ual who has skill, whether opponent or team-
mate,

14. The excitement of the spectators is an emotional
strain for many of the participants in this type
of competition..a

15. Most communities cannot afford the equipment
and facilities necessary to make participation
in this type of competition relatively safe
for their players. a

16. Participation gives most individuals mental
relaxation after the pressure of a game is over.

1?. After individuals have participated in this
type of competition, they are more likely to
want to participate in sports for the rest of
their lives.

18. Participation gives most individuals a sense of
good sportsmanship. a

19. The skilled person needs this type of partici-
pation in order to stimulate him to develop his
physical skill still further.

20. Participation in this type of competition helps
to train most individuals to form realistic out-
looks and aims.



Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree

1 2 3 4 5

21. Some coaches will take the chance of playing a
child without knowing his health status.

22. This type of competition trains children to be-
come better players for the high school inter-
scholastic program.

23. Competition at the elementary school level gives
the children a chance to specialize in one
activity.

24. The ingenuity of most individuals is increased
through competition.

25. Participation presents no greater danger of
accidents than other phases of daily living.

26. Through participation most individuals gain in
mental alertness.

27. Participation makes most people feel that they
are accepted by society.

28. Most players have limited opportunity to show
initiative in the game situation.

29. Participation in this type of competition gives
most individuals an enjoyment of participating
in activity.

30. Most participants are happier and better adjusted
individuals than non-participants.

31. Participation gives most individuals the ability
to be at ease before the public.

32. Participation helps most individuals acquire
good manners which carry-over into phases of
everyday living.

33. Participation helps most individuals to discover
what is needed to improve their own physical
skill.
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Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree

1 2 3 45

34. Through participation many players learn to
evade the rules of the game.

35. This type of competition seldom promotes any
interest in all the rest of the community's
programs.

36. Participation trains most individuals to
profit from criticism.

37. Most individuals are aided in strengthening
their ethical code by participation. MN

38. Most spectators get some enjoyment from humili-
ating their opponents through overwhelming
defeat. -

39. Participation often leads to unnecessary injury.

40. Participants tend to value accomplishment only
if it is recognized publicly with prizes and
similar awards.

41. Participation teaches most individuals to work
for what they get..a

42. Participation teaches most individuals to win
without boasting in public.

43. This type of participation usually trains one
in good health habits.-

44. The children do not have time for a varied
sports program when they have intensive
competition in community sports.

45. Participation gives many individuals a feeling
of inferiority if beaten often. -

46. Participation teaches most individuals how to
behave in other social situations.

47. Many spectators of this type of competition
express feelings of antagonism toward the
opposing side.-



Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree

1 2 3 4 5

48. Danger of injury is a serious drawback to this
type of activity.

49. Participation teaches most individuals to respect
the rights of others.

50. Participation teaches most individuals to carry
through in face of hardships.

51. This type of competition generally results in
spectator control of sports.

52. This type of competition promotes a desire for
greater athletic skill in younger boys who
admire the success of well-known players.

53. This type of competition teaches most partici-
pants how to build up their own good physical
condition,

54. This type of competition is exploitation of
children for the satisfaction of the adult
audience.

55. This type of participation does little toward
equipping a person with recreation skills for
later life.

56. Participation places an undue amount of physical
strain on many individuals.

57. Many children who have entered into this type
of competition do not enjoy athletics unless
they can play before a crowd.

58. Participation is an effective way to get ac-
quainted with people from other communities.

59, This type of participation enables most indi-
viduals to develop reserve physical strength
for emergencies.

60. Most participants in this type of activity
receive some type of minor chronic injury which
they sustain through later life.
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Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree

1 2 3 4 5

61. This type of competition seldom helps to pro-
mote the whole program of physical education.

62. This type of participation trains most indivi-
duals to consider their opponents as their
enemies.

63. Participation helps most individuals to set a
goal and follow it,

64. Developing the skill and strength needed for
this type of participation "burns" most indi-
viduals out physically before they get to college.

65. Participation teaches most individuals to get
along with people in the game situation and in
many other aspects of life.

66. Participation gives many individuals an exagger-
ated idea of the value of their skill.

67. Through participation most individuals learn to
control their temper.

68. Most highly skilled individuals get more fun
from this participation than from any other
type of physical activity.

69. This type of participation stimulates most in-
dividuals to give their best possible performance. -

70. Most people who reach the skill level necessary
for this type of participation are not willing
to participate in any other athletics in which
they do not already excel.

71. Participation teaches most individuals to be
modest.

72. Most participants improve their skill in
getting acquainted with strangers.

73. To develop the great degree of athletic skill
required by such competition takes more time
than should be given to one community activity.
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Strongly Neutral or Strongly
Agree Agree Indifferent Disagree Disagree
1 2 3 4 5

74. Participation trains most individuals to make
quick decisions and responses when movement is
called for.

75. This type of competition encourages better
performance from all children because every-
one wants to "make the team.

76. This type of competition often causes a disregard
for the rules of the game.

77. Participation helps to train most individuals
in accepting the rules of the majority.

78. Most participants in this type of activity
learn how to protect themselves from the bodily
harm of falls and minor accidents.

79. Injuries in this type of competition are often
exaggerated because they make good news items.



APPEDIX D

Attitudes expressed by parent groups P-B and P-tO
for the seventy-nine statements used in surveying
parental attitudes toward intensive competition in
the Carroliton - Farmers Branch, Texas, youth
soccer leagues.

TABLE X

ATTITUDES EXPRESSED BY PART GROUPS RESPONDING
TO SQOTU ATTITUDE INVETQRY

Grout PGroup.8P410

0 0y.1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
25
26
25
26

2..16
1.61
1.99
1.91
2.46
2.60
3.09

3.85
2.30

4.32
1.96
2.29
1.93

2.94
2.62
2.02
2.16
2.52
3.40
2.15
2.72
2.27
2*25
1.97

.B4

.57

.71

.72

.91
1.09

.99
1.08

.91
:65
.64
.82
.72

1.16
.81
.99
.99
.67
.83
.86

1.26
.86
.95
.83
095

.79

1.99
1.60
1.91.

2.33
2.31
3.07

3.79
2.28
4.12
1.94
2.31.
2.02
3.0
3.9
2.59
2,,60
2.05
2,43
2.52
3.56
2.21
2.?9
2032
2.21
2.05

.74

.54

.71

.7?

.83

.92
1011
1.00
.69
.62
.67
.73

.73

1.01
.88
.82
.91
.75
.90
.79

1.oo
.84
.90
.77
.87
.68
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TABLE X -Continued

e~Gou P.s roW

Buten ean -logon

27 . L 1 02 r .93
28 3.39 1.02 3.49 1.03
29 1.86 .55 1.90 .74
30 2.9? 1.11 2.7799
31 2.4 .92 2.52 .80
32 2.84 1.01 2.99 .90
33 2.21 .86 2.2* .75
34 4.04 .75 3.9 .72
35 3.74 .78 3.55 .92
36 2.39 .94 2.49 .86
37 2.52 .88 2.39 .78
38 3.s4 1.09 4.01 .89
39 4.02 .61 3.99 .70
40 3.60 1.08 3.61 .99
41 2.02 .70 2.03 .71
42 2.61 .97 2.90 .95
43 2.90 .96 2.76 .81
44 3.43 1.01 3.17 .97
45 3.27 1.07 2.89 1,00
46 2.72 .89 2.56 .78
47 3.55 1.09 4.37 4 2. 59*2
47 4I *.09 4.37 1.01
49 2.48 :92 2.274
50 2.39 .81 2.33 .74
51 3.79 .90 3.74 .82
52 2.15 .84 2.13 .68
53 2.33 .82 2.38 .82
54 3.87 .99 3.90 .95
55 4.10 .52 3.98 .75
56 4.01 .84 3.88 .73
57 3.88 .93 3.96 *80
58 2.41 .89 2.41
59 2.92 .91 2.70 .84
60 4.15 .63 4.14 .70
61 3.94 .82 3.71 .89
62 3.94 .93 4.04 .76
63 2.38 .85 2.41 .93
64 3.92 .83 4.02 .6
65 2.11 .78 2.05 .77
66 3.52 .95 3.35 .90
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TABLE. X -- Con.nued

Group lwGroup 2Tw0

statement -00 M iii. iiiiii m
6? .5 .? 46 -.5

68 2.64 .91 2.88 .97
69 2.12 .73 2.22 .78
70 3.61 .97 3.80 .7?
70 3.21 .86 3.39 .81
72 2.42 1.02 2.60 .90
73 3.90 .80 3.90 .76
74 2.03 .68 2.09 .?7
75 2.51 .87 2.32 .83
76 3.95 .99 4.11 .66
77 2.39 .89 2.19 .71
78 2.60 .84 2.53 .81
79 3.12 1.07 3.54 .91



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books

Clarke, David H. and H. Harrison Clarke, Research Processes
in Ph steal Xjation, Recreation, and HealtE7Sg"le-
wod Ol s,New Jersey,5N*7 5E I-a ,Inc. ,1970,
470 pgs.

Mwards, Allen L., Teh4ues of Attitude Scale gntruet on,
New York, New or , Ap i -Ctetor fry t ts, Inc.,
1957, 256 pgs.

Guilford, J. P., Nndamental flticts nn jy loh9 and
Muain ITWT Yr,1eW Y6StK Graw-RiflI&e. 71965,
-60 5 p

Johnson, Barry L. and Jack K. Nelson, ctNal felrements
for k.uflU on Mflrfln Mua i n,fljnMinniiapAfls,

In., trges Publishng C.,~1469, 322 pgo.

Landers, Daniel M., Social Problems in Athletics, Urbana,
Illinois, UniveTty of Illino Press, 1976, 234 pgs.

Levin, Jack, Elementarant Ast as in Social kesearch, New
York, NAwYor, arper & Row, 1973,T79 pgs.

Martens, Rainer, octial Lz oPs ly and Ph steal Activity, New
York, New YcrW,7arper &Row, jI 07W Pa.

Ttko, Thomas and William Brims, Wjgpj Is er th and
ther ercan Bmth, New Yr s, aa an

g Q" t , , , 240 pgs.

Articles

Bugg, Ralph, "Should Johnny (or Johnnie) Play Ball?" Tday
ReaiL, 48 (Sept., 1970), 56-58, 70-71.

Chaff ee, Rick, "Point of View: Sports Need Humanist Philos-
ophy," eoounaaf gAl.ucation, 73 (Nov./
Dec.,l975),W-4.

57



58

sigh, Fred C., "The Role and Responsibilities of the Volun-
teer Coach," Parks jg Recreation, X (Dec., 1975),
34-35.

"Is the Boom In 'Kid Sports' Good for the Kids?" U & News

and1sld Reporti, 76 (Feb. 4, 1974), 60-62.

Knox, Gerald M., "Organized Team Sports," Btdr Homes and
2asdsui. 50(May, 1972), 22.

Lebow, Jared, "Advice From A Pediatrician," Lss magazine,
35 (June 1, 1975), 64.

angel, Charles, "How Good Are Organized Sports for Your
Child's Healthy Body?" Look Magazine, 35 (June 1, 1975),
61.

HoCue, Betty Foster, "Constructing An Instrument for Evalu-
ating Attitudes Toward Intensive Competition in Team
Games," Research 9aarterl., 24 (May, 1953), 205-209.

MoNeely, Simon, "What Kind of Athletics for Children?" The
muation e, XVIII (Dec., 1952), 43-45.

Mihner, James A., "The Jungle World of Juvenile Sports,"
The Dagers et, 107 (Dec., 1975), 109-112.

Miller, Kenneth D., "Let's Quit Exploiting Children's Sports,"

Todays eaLh, 35 (Kay, 1957), 18-20.

Newlands, Don, "Testing for Athletic Talent," jgo Mlazine,
35 (June 1, 1975), 67.

Patrusky, Ben, "How Good Are Organized Sports for Your Child's
Healthy Kind?" Leo Magazine, 35 (June 1, 1975), 62.

Reichert, John L., "Competitive Athletics for Pre-Teenage
Children," a readings for Phscal M nfanon,
(1966), 341-355.

Schwertley, Donald F., "Little League Can Hurt Kids," Today's
Education, 59 (May, 1970), 40-41.

Scott, Phebe M., "Attitudes Toward Athletic Competition in
Elementary Schools," Research Quarterly, 4 (1953),
352-361.



59

Siubio, lvera, "Studies of Little League and Middle League
Baseball," Research ajl, 27 (March, 1956),
97-110.

Publications of Learned Organizations

American Association for Health, Physical Education, and
Recreation, Children 44In Focus, Washington, D. C.,
National Mulatrion Associ aio"7T954, 277 pages.

American Association for Health, Physical Education, and
Recreation, Desirable Athletic Comp titon for Children
of eMtar1 ESholTe,Wasinton,. ., Nationa
Mineat on Assoca atinl968, 28 pages.

Unpublished Materials

Carrollton - Farmers Branch, Tes;, Soccer Association, l,?6
Constitution and Pl~ayng fix Carrollton - Farmers
Brane , eaa,9

Chissom, Brad S., "Moral Behavior of Children Participating
in Competitive Athletics," unpublished study, Texas
A & K University, College Station, Texas, 1976.

Cobb, Carolyn K., "A Comparison of Attitudes of Parents
of Sixth Grade Children Toward ELementary Physical
Education and E}ementary Athletic Competition," un-
published master's thesis, Dept. of Health, Physical
Education, and Recreation, North Texas State Univer-
sity, Denton, Texas, 1971.

Grumbo, Howard 0., "A Survey of Interscholastic Athletic
Competition for Preadolescents," unpublished master's
thesis, Department of Physical Education, California
State University, Long Beach, California, 1972.


