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This study was concerned with the effect of parental

attitudes and the illegitimacy rate among teenagers. A

survey of the literature discussed many different factors

affecting illegitimacy. Theorists have suggested poverty,

lack of intelligence, mental abnormalities, and parental

attitudes as a few of the causativekfactors. Also reviewed

were areas such as the number of unwed mothers, their

intelligence, the effect of the Negro subculture on the

illegitimacy rate, the AFDC population and the illegitimate

birth rate, and the background of pregnant out of wedlock

mothers. The mother-daughter relationship was shown to be

of importance in the likelihood of a teenage girl becoming

pregnant out of wedlock.

It was further suggested that dominance, ignorance,

and possessiveness were important in the mother-daughter

relationship. Four hypotheses proposed that there would

be a significant difference between a group of mothers of

teenagers with children born out of wedlock and a group

of mothers whose daughters had never been pregnant. The

first suggested that mothers of unwed. mothers would rate

significantly higher on the possessiveness scale than
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mothers whose daughters have never been prremnant. The

second proposed that mothers of daughters with out of wed-

lock children would rate significantly higher on the

ignoring scale than mothers of never pregnant daughters.

The third hypothesis suggested that mothers of unwed

mothers would rate significantly higher on the dominance

scale than the mother of the girl who has not had a

child out of wedlock. The fourth hypothesis proposed that

on all three scales the mothers of unwed mothers would

rate significantly higher than the mothers of daughters

who are not unwed mothers.

A Parental Attitude Scale was given to thirty-six

Negro AFDC mothers to test the significance of each of the

three traits. A point-biserial correlation and a _

test were applied to test the significance of the dif-

ference between groups. The dominance scale proved sig-

nificant (.001 level) as did the possessiveness scale

(.05 level). The ignorance scale was not significant.

Thus hypotheses one and three were accepted and two and

four rejected.

It was then pointed out that there is a lack of

empirical research in the area of unwed mothers and a

few suggestions were made as to future studies that could

be done.
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CHAPTER I

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

"As the twig is bent, so grows the tree." This

timeless expression has a great deal of meaning for modern

society. It is a way of expressing the idea that events

occurring early in the infancy or childhood of the

developing organism have a far reaching effect on the

future development of that organism. The environment in

which a child is raised plays a large role in the person-

ality he later developes. Of special importance in this

developmental atmosphere is the role of the family, and

especially the mother.

It is seldom disputed that the interaction between

a child and its mother is one of the most important among

the factors influencing psychological development. This

remains true when one considers the relationship between

a mother and her daughter.

Current public opinion seems to indicate a rise in

the number 6f illegitimate births in the nation today.

Both in popular magazines and professional journals,

articles on the subject are becoming increasingly frequent.

It would be difficult to ascertain the exact number of

such births for several reasons. Many states do not require

3.
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a designation of legitimacy on birth certificates. This

country has a high mobility rate which means that many

unmarried pregnant women probably move to other cities to

have their children where they are not known. Many of

these also claim a legal marriage so their children will

not be called illegitimate. Part of these mothers are

attended by private physicians who do not report the births

as illegitimate. Though the: methods of determining the

illegitimacy rate are in question as to accuracy, many

researchers feel that the illegitimate birth rate is re-

maining relatively stable or increasing slowly.

Chaskel (5) reported that in 1965 only eight percent

of all recorded live births were illegitimate. This is a

total of 291,200. Although illegitimacy seems to be rising,

it is slow, only about one percent per year between 1957

and 1965. The highest rates in an age range are for those

twenty-five to twenty-nine (5). Although forty percent of

the unwed mothers are under twenty, only two percent of all

unmarried girls, aged nineteen to twenty, have children out

of wedlock (5). Kronick (12) indicates that the age of un-

wed-mothers is getting lower and that this age group is

most noticeable because of their inability to cope with the

situation. She also feels there is less increase than the

lay world believes. Vincent (20), although noting that

illicit births increased fifteen and two tenths per one

thousand live births between 1938 and 1958, said the
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lowest increase was in those women aged fifteen to nineteen.

Illegitimacy has always existed when rigid marital

customs prevail. It f ollows that there were undoubtedly

women who became pregnant, without legal or moral recourse,

from the time there were men and women. Even centuries ago,

others probably tried to explain why this' happened. At

first, the "bad girl" attitude must have prevailed. Since

that time, those who have studied behavior have expressed

numerous concepts, in varying degrees of complexity, to

interpret this behavior. The list of causative factors has

included everything from predestination -to mental illness.

Since the first theories were developed, many have been

discarded and others added. Basically, the same few are

considered as having the most influence. Some of these are

family, living conditions, and mental health.

In 1918, Kammerer (11) expressed concern for the

problem, of the unwed mother and indicated a few of the

probable causes of the unwed mother in order to help

society try to change the social conditions and work toward

prevention. Some of the factors that he listed were the

following:

1. Bad environment.

2. Bad companions.

3. Recreational disadvantages.

4. Educational disadvantages.
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5. Bad home conditions.

6. Early sex experiences.

?. Heredity.

8. Abnormal physical conditions.

9. Sexual suggestibility.

10. Sexual suggestibility to one individual.

11. Abnormal sexualism.

12. Mental conflict.

13. Assualt.

14. Incest.

15. Rape.

.16. Mental abnormality (11).

At various times in the last half century, psy-

chologists and sociologists have considered one factor or

another of prime importance. "'Formerly unmarried mothers

were believed to be mentally retarded; more recently they

have been seen as conflicted and resistive and as having

neurotic symptoms" (14, p. 15). Although the mental im-

balance of the unwed mother will not be of primary concern

to this study, the literature in this area is extensive

enough to warrant a short review. Most clinical and research

psychologists seem to feel that mental problems are present

in most unwed mothers. There is some disagreement as to

the severity of this condition, but most agree that mental

abberrations are present to some degree.
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Cattell.(4) notes that thirty percent of the fifty-

four mothers he studied were diagnosed as schizophrenic.

He felt mental problems were common among unwed. mothers

and that therapy could have preventative and theraputic

value. Bernstein (1) agrees with this view and. feels that

due to changes occurring at this time, therapy can be

beneficial. Young (23) notes personality problems among

unwed mothers also. Although there are other studies, this

small sample will suggest the attitude of current researchers

in the field.

Kronick (12) summarizes the information regarding the

intelligence of the unwed mother. She gives some infor-

mation from previous studies and summarizes by saying,

"On the basis of the discrepancy in the existing data,

however, the only possible conclusion we can draw is that

some unwed mothers are mentally retarded but that many,

perhaps the majority, are of normal intelligence'Y (12,

p. 27).

One of the areas mentioned by many as a causative

factor in illegitimate pregnancies has been that of the

relationship of the pregnant girl and her family. The

main concern of this paper will be the influence of the

mother-daughter relationship on the likelihood of a girl's

becoming pregnant out of wedlock. There are many re-

searchers who have believed the idea that the relationship
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of a mother with her daughter can have a good or harmful

effect on the daughter. Schmidelberg (18) expresses

the feeling that a family provides much of the strength a

girl has to resist promiscuity, and indicates that all

family members are important to the girl, but especially

the mother and father. She lists seven factors important

as deterrents to promiscuity. These are

I. Cultural interests.

2. Various forms of sublimation.

3. Physical activities.

4. Parental control concerning avoidance of

excessive erotic stimulation.

5. Religious and other ideals.

6. Family attachments.

7, The idealization of marriage (18).

Schidelberg observes that identification with mothers and.

older sisters helps to maintain premarital virginity.

Defiance in mother-daughter relationships is probably the

result of oral frustration, severe training in cleanliness,

and other childhood hurts. The poor mother-daughter

relationship could result in a lack of self esteem, which

Schmidelberg believes means no pride in virginity and the

'feeling that sex is all a woman can offer a man.

Young (23) feels the dominating mother pattern is

common among studies of unwed mothers. Many mothers of



these illegitimately pregnant girls fall' into a pattern of

being dominating, possessive, rejecting, ,and sadistic (22).

The more they fit into this pattern, the more likely the

daughter is to move toward illegitimate pregnancy. Young

further stresses the importance of the mother figure to

the daughter. She (22) states the same belief in another

work, noting that domination by one parent is the one con-

tinuing factor in almost all illegitimate pregnancies. She

feels another common factor is a possessive, unhealthy,

tyranny of one of the parents, and this is usually the

mother. Young believes this possessive mother usually

seduces and rejects the child at the same time. "Certainly

it is clear that the girl as an individual does not exist

for her mother and that the mother regards her as a per-

sonal possession..." (22, p. 42). The girl becomes more

bound to the mother through this pattern of domination

and rejection and has little free personality left after

her mother's possessive attitude.

Young shows that these girls grow up in deprived

surroundings characterized by low moral and social stan-

dards, with poor mother figures and, as a result, have

not known financial security, emotional stability, moral

or social standards, or a relationship of significance

with an adult who could have helped them.
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Ealin (9) also comments on a few of the causes of the

problem of illegitimacy. She feels unmarried mothers now

represent a cross section of the total population, but that

the majority are from the poverty levels. Bad neighbor-

hoods, lack of privacy, undesirable companions, lack of

recreation, and monotony and dreariness- are found, in

poverty areas and compound the poor unwed mothers problems.

Her "... conclusion today is that the prominent factor in

the difficult problem is an unwholesome child parent

relationship" (9, p. 8).

Rindfleisch (16) follows the ideas introduced above,

with some variation. She feels family pathology is re-

produced from one generation to the next. She gives an

example 6f a mother with many problems having a number of

children, both illegitimate and legitimate, and then

passing on to her daughters her own problems. These

daughters soon become unwed mothers. This study shows that

not only does the mother fail to provide her daughter with

strengths but merely adds to the already existing problem.

Choate (6) also feels faulty parent-child relation-

ships are the basic reason for an out of wedlock pregnancy.

She feels warmth and acceptance provide a girl with the

strength to resist premarital intercourse. She lists

several conditions as being factors in the illegitimate

birth rate. Crowded living conditions, inadequate food,
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little money, lack of recreational facilities, inadequate

supervision of children, and mobility (6) are among those

discussed. The strong family can overcome many of these,

however.

Bonan (3) expresses a slightly different viewpoint

of the importance of the mother-daughter relationship.

She feels that pregnancy allows the irl to restore the

mother-daughter relationship by restoring the dependency.

The only difference is that now the girl is in control.

She feels these unwed mothers are narcissistic and that

this develops from a poor relationship with the mother

during the oral period. "As babies they were deprived of

the sense of security and. self-esteem that comes from being

held, bathed, and handled by a loving mother and from

relaxed, patterned feedings. At the same time, they were

being deprived of these experiences, they were also being

teased or seduced..." (3, p. 325)-

Vincent (20) does not entirely agree with the ideas of

the previous articles as to the importance of the family

to the developing girl. A study that he made failed to

show any significant differences in the family life of

those girls who were pregnant out of wedlock and those who

were not. He follows this, however, by stating that his

results do not discount previously held convictions of the

importance of the family (20). From this, it seems that he
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still feels the family is very important to the young girl,

even though his study did. not support this conviction.

Vincent (20) did reach several general conclusions

that appear worth noting. "Unwed motherhood is not the

result of any one personality type, intra-familial re-

lationship, or social situation" (20, p. 179). Under this

idea he considers religious influence, sex information,

dating patterns, and intra-familial relationships im-

portant. He then states, "the causal significance of

given personality, familial, and social factors in

illegitimacy is in the way in which these factors are

combined or configurated in the individual unwed mother's

experience" (20, p. 180). "The causal significance of a

given configuration of factors for unwed motherhood is

related to the degree to which the configuration either

prevents the internalization of traditional sex mores or

minimizes the effectiveness of those mores after they

have become internalized" (20, p. 181). In discussing

this idea, Vincent mentions that if sex mores are not

taught they can not be internalized, and that they cannot

be internalized when a severly authoritarian figure

restricts the girl's freedom to evaluate events and values

on her own. He notes that even when once internalized,

these values become ineffectural when greater values are

associated with non-traditional mores. Those learned
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values can also become ineffective when they are based on

negative prohibitions that the individual later proves

faulty (20).

Since the family provides the basis for the de-

velopment of many mores and values, it would seem that

again Vincent (20) is stating the importance of the family

to the young girl and showing that if the family is faulty,

the girl does not develop and maintain the mores of

society.

These articles have provided a summary of the lit-

erature concerning the ideas this paper is studying--the

mother-daughter relationship and its effects on the

illegitimacy rate. However, there are a few other ideas

that should be given consideration as they relate to

this paper and the topic under discussion.

Social Factors

It has been noted that broken homes are a frequent

factor found in the background of the unwed mother. This

occurs either through death, separation, divorce, or no

marriage partner from the first. Young (23) discovered

that in many cases when a girl comes from a fatherless

home, she seldom knows the father of her child well.

Others have also noted the importance of both parents'

being in the home in order for the normal development
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of the child to take place. Since this study will consider

only those girls from broken homes, this idea should be

considered and remembered.

It is necessary to consider what culture or sub-

culture an individual grew up in in order to understand the

events that occurred in his life. This idea, cultural

relativism, should be considered in relation to the groups

being used in this study.

Goode (10), in a study of illegitimacy rates in the

Carribbean, found ideas and attitudes on the subject, dif-

ferent from what is usually considered normal in the

United States. He noted that illegitimacy rates there

are over fifty percent, as compared to five to eleven

percent in the United States and Western Europe. He did

note that many of these births occurred in a "common-law"

type of relationship. Despite this, Goode feels people

in this area place a social and prestige value on marriage.

"Courtship relations in the Carribbean may lead to a

high illegitimacy rate even when the norm of legitimacy is

accepted" (10, p. 60).

Another study of the differences in cultures was con-

ducted by Christensen (7), who studied Utah, with its

puritanical sex norms resulting from Mormon domination;

Indiana, as a typical United States area; and Denmark, with
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its liberal attitude toward premarital sex. He concluded

that intercultural differences do exist, as Denmark showed

the highest illegitimacy rate and Utah the lowest.

Malinowski (13) also thought cultural norms bear on

'the problem of illegitimacy. He summarizes his attitude

in the following paragraph.

We see, therefore, that parenthood and marriage
furnish the key to the functional understanding of
regulated sexuality. We see that sexual regulations,
the liberties and the taboos, constitute the road to
marriage and the way of escape from the too rigid
bonds and consequent tragic complications. The sexual
impulse had to be selective in human as well as in
animal communities, but its selectiveness under culture
is more complicated in that it has to involve cultural
as well as biological values. ...It may be added at
once that the dissociation of some sexual experiences
from the primative idea of marriage, coupled with the
real .interrelation of the two, yields to the sociologist
and psychologist an interesting background for the
consideration of modern problems of sexuality (13,
p. 41).

As the Negro subculture is being studied in this

paper, it would seem wise to discuss at least a few of the

effects this might have on the illegitimacy rate and to

bring out some of the views of that group. The Billingslys

(2) noted that illegitimacy is more prevalent in the Negro

group than in any other ethnic group in the United States.

They feel the Negro has developed his current attitudes

due to six major changes in his life. These are the

following:

1. The move from Africa to America.

2. The move from slavery to emancipation.
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3., The move from rural to urban areas.

4. The move from the South to the North and West.

5. The move from negative to positive social status.

6. The move from negative to positive self image.

(2, p. 134).

The Billingslys feel that this pattern, though not completed

explains much of the Negro subculture. Also noted are the

matriarchial family pattern, the equalitarian pattern, and

the patriarchal pattern. Since only the first of these

apply to the group under study here, it will be mentioned

briefly. "This is the family pattern out of which Il-

legitimacy and other indices of unstable family life

occurr most frequently" (2, p. 150)-

It has been stated by some that being on the Aid to

Families with Dependent Children welfare program promotes

illegitimacy. Some laymen feel that these welfare recip-

ients have more children just to receive more money. Others

feel that these people are basically a group with low

morals and produce children yearly, or are lacking in

intelligence. Although this may be true in some cases, it

does not seem to be the overall trend, as seen by Weltse

and Roberts (21). They conducted a study of AFDC mothers

having one or more children out of wedlock, in one

California county. Instead of explaining illegitimacy

among the welfare recipients, they pointed out that there
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is no perfect formula for evaluating this. They did show

some trends that dispute the earlier-mentioned ideas. Of

the 448 cases studied, 34.7 percent of the 1,976 children

were born in a legal marriage. Forty-eight and eight

tenths percent were born out of long-term stable relation-

ships, although the parents did not live together. One

seventh were born out of common-law relationships, and' only

two and six tenths percent were born out of casual rel-

ationships. They also noted that fifty-seven percent of

the AFDC mothers had legitimate children and that there

was little difference between races. It is interesting to

note that, on the whole, these people had a tenth-grade

education and were not illiterate (21). These statements

should dispel some of the ideas that AFDC-mothers produce

only illegitimate children.

The problem of illegitimacy has been considered from

only a few of the many sides possible. The following

quotation from Roberts (17) appears to summarize modern

trends in this area of study.

The problem of illegitimacy, although as old as
man's social institutions, is one about which much
has been written but little is truly known. For
most of our history, illegitimacy has been treated
as a moral and legal problem, and society has seemed
more interested in punishing the unwed mother and her
illegitimate child than in understanding the social,
economic, and psychological forces which have placed
them in a deviant social position. Indeed, it has
been only in the present century that we have



attempted to go beyond a moralistic stance to seek
insights into a major, and growing, social problem
(1?, p. 3).

Illegitimate births arise as a result of many factors

acting on the unwed girl. The teenager, under study in

this paper, is subject to all of the same pressures as the-

older woman, but in the teenager, they are more severe

and she has less experience and knowledge to enable her to

cope with her problems and emotions.

Adolescence is not an easy period at best, since the

young girl is beset by physical and biological urges as a

result of beginning hormonal activity. leading to sexual

maturity. She is being forced into more and; more peer

group relationships. As her home ties begin to sever and

she moves into the outside world, she needs all the years

of family support, instruction, and love given her during

childhood in order to remain stable in a fast changing

environment.

It is at this time that a young girl completes the

development of her concept of the feminine role in society.

It is not unusual for her to have daydreams of many types,

from having a glamorous job to finding the perfect husband.

Many of these are sexual in nature and are in part her way

of working out her sexual impulses. These are normal and

good, and are as a result of a strong ego structure de-

veloped in childhood; they should be seen as what they

16



17

are--fantasies. "Indeed, the fantasy and the acting out

of that fantasy in adulthood, represents attempts on her

part to find some solution to the fear, confusion, and

tension growing out of experiences and problems of those

early years when normal development was frustrated" (20,

p. 41). By this time, the adolescent girl should have

internalized many of the ideals of her culture and her

parents and should have a basis on which to judge her world.

Sometimes this has not happened for one reason or

another, and the teenager feels lost and without support.

It is at such a time the young girl might contact con-

ditions leading to pregnancy and be unable to contend with

them.

Although many factors causing illegitimacy have been

mentioned previously, attention should be drawn to the

mother-daughter relationship again. It is from the mother

that the young girl draws much of her impression of

femininity and the female role in society. It is also

through the mother's love and understanding that her -

daughter developes internal strengths. Other family members

areximportant, but the mother appears to be of the greatest

importance. During early childhood, the girl should have

solved her Oedipal conflict and identified with her mother,

and then begin breaking family ties, moving toward
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independence. Sometimes this does not occur as it

should.

The mother may be weak and unable to give the girl

what she requires. At other times, a mother may dominate

the family, never letting the adolescent girl make her

own decisions. In this case, the girl would probably be

unable to decide for herself with a degree of certainty

whether or not to engage in premarital sex. At times a

mother might ignore the girl, failing to give the love

needed for growth. Rall (15) stresses the need the child

has for her parents to supply warmth and affection. She

further states that if these needs are not met, the

girl often seeks immediate gratification under sexual

pressure for her dependency needs in the sexual re-

lationship. Ball feels the need to please those one is

loved by can do much to establish the formation of

character and. determination of behavior. Thus the adoles-

cent tries to please the mother who loves her and avoids

premarital sex.

In this way a picture is drawn of the unwed mother

as a girl whose dependency and love needs were not met

as a child. She has not developed a strong ego or

super-ego and is unable to resist the sexual demands of

her new biological urges or peer group pressures.
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Statement of the Problem

The present study is concerned with an investigation

of the relationship between parental attitudes and the

illegitimacy rate.

As reflected previously, those working with the unwed

mother feel that the attitudes of the mother of the

illegitimately pregnant gifl have a widespread effect on

her becoming pregnant. There has been some consideration

of dominance, ignorance, and possessiveness as being

factors in causing a girl to havg a child out of wedlock.

These attitudes on raising a child will be the ones under

consideration. If it is true that these would cause a

difference, then it would seem probable that the mothers

of girls who are pregnant out of wedlock would show a

variation in attitudes toward their children in these

areas from those who do not have daughters who are unwed

mothers. In this paper, it is proposed that when given a

parental attitude scale testing these areas, the two

groups of parents would rate significantly different on the

measures of these areas.

It has been suggested that dominance is an important

factor in becoming a pregnant, unmarried girl. The child

whose parent dominates her has little freedom to develop

external strengths or a strong moral code. She does not

have the strength to avoid the situation. If the
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mother ignores the child, it would appear that she has less

opportunity for the guidance and help which she needs; there-

fore ignorance would become important in the final

attitude of the girl. The concept behind the effect of

possessiveness on a girl is similar to those mentioned

above. The child who suffered. from the attitude of pos-

sessiveness from her mother would have less chance to dev-

elop her own ideas and a strong ego structure. She would

probably have little actual experience in the world.

Hypotheses

If the previous assumptions are correct, it would seem

that significant differences would be noted between mothers

of unwed mothers and mothers of daughters who are not unwed

mothers.

Hypothesis I - The mothers of unwed mothers will rate

significantly,higher on a possessiveness scale than the

mothers whose daughters have not had a child out of wedlock.

Hypothesis II - The mothers of the daughters who are

unwed mothers will rate significantly higher on an

ignoring scale than the mothers of the daughters who are

not unwed mothers.

Hypothesis III - Mothers of unwed mothers will rate

significantly higher on a dominance scale than the mother

of a girl who has not had a child out of wedlock.
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Uy2Qthesis IV - The fourth hypothesis is a combination

of the earlier ideas. On all three scales, the mothers of

unwed mothers will rate significantly higher than the

mothers of daughters who are not unwed mothers.

OperatiQnal Definitions

In order to clarify some of the terms being used in

this paper, the following definitions are presented:

i. cSine Never Pregnant (SNP) (20) - This term

refers to girls who have never been pregnant and are

unmarried.

2. Single Pregnant (SP) - This term refers to girls

who are not married and have had a child or children.

3. Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)--

This term refers to the welfare program.

Description of Instrument

A thirty-item Parental Attitude Scale was used to

attempt to measure the three areas under consideration.

This thitty-item scale was used by Drews and Teaham (8) in

their study of parental attitudes. It was derived from an

eighty-five-item scale devised by Shoben (19). The scale

has three subscales measuring dominance, possessiveness,

and ignorance. For example, a parent agreeing with an

itenm like "Children should not interrupt adult conversation"

would rate high on the ignoring scale. If a parent agreed,
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with an item such as "Parents should sacrifice everything

for their children" would rate high on the possessiveness

scale. A parent agreeing with "It is wicked for a child

to disobey its parents" would rate high on the dominance

scale.

Thisversion of the scale contained ten items in

each category. The parents taking the test were asked to

rate the statement on a five-point scale by whether they

strongly agreed with to strongly disagreed with the

statement. The original users (8) arranged the statements

so that in order to rate high on any one trait, an indiv-

idual would have to agree with and disagree with half of

the statements on any one individual scale. This was to

prevent anyone's agreeing with or disagreeing with all

statements. A copy of the scale will be found in

the Appendix.
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CHAPTER II

METHODS AND PROCEDURE

The subjects used in this study represented a very

limited population. The two groups were taken from wel-

fare recipients who received Aid to Families with De-

pendent Children in a large metropolitan area and rep-

resent only the Negro population. The mothers were not

matched beyond this. The mothers represented both unwed

mothers and mothers whose husbands were absent. However,

in all instances, the father was not in the home.

Each of thO group consisted of thirty-six mothers.

The first group consisted of mothers with teenage

daughters between the ages of fourteen and nineteen who

had had children out of wedlock and were not currently

enrolled in school or were behind their contemporaries.

The second group consisted of mothers whose daughters had not-

had children out of wedlock and who were currently enrol-

led in school or were working. The girls ranged in

age from fourteen to nineteen. There were six mothers

in each of the girls' age groups in both of the

tested groups; that is, there were six mothers whose

daughters were age fourteen in each group, and so on.
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The Parental Attitude Scale was administered to

welfare recipients on the Aid to Families with Dependent

Children program. Each mother was seen individually and

asked to fill out the form. Each was told that this had

nothing to do with her welfare check but that taking

the test was on a voluntary basis. She was then instructed

that there was no right or wrong answer but that her opinion

was all that would be required. The women were asked to

read the instructions and complete the form based on

their opinions. The scales were then individually

scored and the totals were compiled for the statistics.

In order to test the first three hypotheses, a

point-biserial correlation was administered to the three

areas under study. The fourth hypothesis was tested by

use of Fisher t. Significance is accepted at the .05

level.



CHAPTER III

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A point-biserial correlation (1) was computed

between groups on eachof the three variables to test the

significance of the relationship and to determine if the

null hypothesis could be rejected.

Hypothesis I - On the possessiveness scale, the

single pregnant group mean was 35.00, with a standard

deviation of 8.60, whereas the single never pregnant

group showed a mean of 30.00, with 'a standard. deviation

of 7.47. The point-biserial correlation was -.2961. This

proved significant at the .05 level, which means the

null hypothesis is rejected and hypothesis I is accepted.

Hypothesis II - On the ignorance scale, the SP group

mean was 34.72, with a standard deviation of 7.18. The

SNP group mean was 32.33, with a standard deviation of 7.95-

The point-biserial correlation was -.1557, which resulted

in the rejection of the second hypothesis as Table I will

show.

Hypothesis ITI - The SP group again showed a higher

score (mean = 39.50, standard deviation = 8.42) than the

SNP group (mean = 29.32, standard deviation = 7.14). This

27
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resulted in a point-biserial correlation of --5496, which

proved to be significant at the .001 level. The third

hypothesis is accepted.

TABLE I

POINT-BISERIAL COEFFICIENT AND SIGNIFICANCE

FOR THREE VARIABLES

Variable Pt.-Biserial Coff. Level of Sig.

1 (P) -.42961*.05
2 (I) -.1557 NS
3 (D) --54906.001

The t test of the difference between group means was

used to consolidate the above information for hypothesis IV.

These data are presented. in Table II.

Hypothesis IV - The total hypothesis is rejected,

although only the ignorance scale showed no significant

difference between groups.



TABLE II

MEAN, STANDARD DEVIATION, AND RESULTS

ON THREE VARIABLES

Group I Group II Results

Var. Mean SD Mean SD t Lev. of Sig.

1(P) 35.00 8.60 30.00 7747 5 94370
2(1) 34.72 7.18 32.33 7.95 1.3189 NS
3(D) 39.50. 8.42 29.22 7.14 5s5041 .001

The results were obtained through the North Texas

State University computer center, through the use of the

1620 model computer. The significance tables used can be

found in Scott's (1) book.

According to the results discussed above,. the

domination pattern appeared significantly more often among

the mothers of the single unwed group than among the

mothers of those single never pregnant. It is interesting

to note that the level of significance was .001. This

supports many of the theories discussed .in Chapter I.

The difference between the two groups on the pos-

cessiveness scale was also significant, reaching the

.05 level of significance. Since the differences are

above chance level, the ideas discussed in Chapter I are again
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supported and possessiveness appears significant as a

parental attitude affecting illegitimate births.

The ignorance scale showed little difference between

groups and would not appear to be a common factor in

determining the effect of parental attitude on pregnancies

out of wedlock.

The small groups considered in this study and the

very nature of the groups would limit the application of

the results. As prior discussion has indicated, the use

of an all-Negro, AFDC population could have affected the

results of the tests.

Suggestions for Future Research

A survey of the literature in this area was presented

in Chapter I. It is interesting to note the lack of

research studies on the unwed mother. There are numerous

articles that draw conclusions from case histories.

Others have done some work with the intelligence of the

unwed mother or with tendencies toward mental illness.

Few, however, have attempted, by empirical means, to

determine the causes of illegitimacy. This appears to

leave a wide-open field for future study.

This paper supplies only a beginning to the research

needed in this area. A future study could be done sur-

veying the same attitudes and comparing the Negro



31

and the Caucasian races. Other attitudes could be tested

with similar scales.

Most of the causative factors mentioned earlier

have been researched very little and the extent of t-heir

effect on the illegitimacy rate is almost unknown. The

sibling relationship should and could be studied as to

its effect. The effect of peer groups, poverty, neighborhoods,

broken homes, and. mobility are only a few of the areas

available for study.

The most important factor here is the lack of research

and the great need for it, as illegitimacy is very much

a problem of the modern world..
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY

An extensive review of the literature was made, which

revealed that there are many concepts as to what causes a

woman to have a child. out of wedlock. Background inf or-

mation was given on illegitimacy rates, the intelligence

of unwed mothers, cultural effects on illegitimacy and

family relationships. Special attention was paid to the

mother-daughter relationship and its* importance to the

developing girl. Possessiveness, ignorance, and dominance

were mentioned as being common patterns in mothers of

illegitimately -pregnant daughters. Illegitimacy in

relation to the AEDC program and the Negro subculture

was also mentioned.

The hypotheses considered. were the following:

1. The SP group would score higher than the SNP

group on the possessive scale.

2. The SP group would score higher than the SNP

group on the ignorance scale.

3. The SP group would score higher than the SNP

group on the dominance scale.
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4. The SP group would score higher than the SNP

group on all three of the scales.

A Parental Attitude Scale was individually given to

thirty-six Negro AFDC mothers with daughters who were

mothers of children born out of wedlock and to thirty-six

Negro AFDC mothers whose daughters had never been pregnant.

These came from a large urban area and volunteered for the

study. The daughters ages ranged from fourteen to nineteen.

A point-biserial correlation was used to test the

first three hypotheses, with a t test being used to test

the fourth hypothesis. The first and third hypotheses

were accepted as significant above the .05 level of

probability. A ,correlation value of -.2961 was obtained

for the possessive scale and was significant at the .05

level. The dominance scale point-biserial correlation

coefficient of -. 5490 was significant at the .001 level.

The second and fourth hypotheses were rejected, as a

ignorance scale proved ,insignificant.

Noted also was the lack of empirical studies in the

field of the unwed mother. It is felt that the need for

these is great, and that this study will at least

point out this lack of information.



APPENDIX

PARENTAL ATTITUDE SCALE

Please read each of the statements below. Rate each
statement as to whether you strongly agree, mildly agree,
mildly disagree, 'or strongly disagree. If you cannot
decide whether you agree or disagree with the statement,
then rate it as uncertain. There are no right or wrong
answers, so answer according to your own convictions. Draw
a circle around the pair of letters that best expresses
your feeling.

Strongly Agree - SA
Mildly Agree - MA

Un certain -

Strongly Disagree - SD
Mildly Disagree - MD
UN

(P) 1. Independent and mature children
are less loveable than those
children who obviously want and
need their parents.

(P) 2. Parents should sacrifice every-
thing for their children.

(D) 3. A child should have strict dis-
cipline in order to develop a.
fine strong character.

D) 4. Children should not be punished
for doing anything they have seen.
their parents do.

(I) 5. A child should be seen and not
heard.

CI) 6. The most important consideration.
in planning the activities of
the house should be the needs and.
interests of the child.

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD
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(P) 7. The weaning of the child from
its emotional ties to the
parents should begin at birth.

(P) 8. Babies are more fun for parents
than are older children.

(D) 9. Children should be allowed to
to make only minor decisions
for themselves.

(D) 10. Strict discipline weakens a
child's personality.

(P) 11. Children should be allowed to
play with anyi youngsters they
like.

(1) 12. Parents are generally to busy
to answer all of a childI's
questions.

CI) 13. When they can't have their own
way, children usually try to
bargain or reason with their
parents.

(I) 14. Quiet children are much nicer
than little chatter boxes.

(P) 15. A child should be allowed to
enter any occupation he or she
wishes.

(P) 16. In the long run, it is better,
after all, for a child to be
kept fairly close to his mother's
apron strings.

(D) 17. A child should always believe
what his parents tell him.

(D) 18. It is sometimes necessary for
the parent to break the child's
will.

(I) 19. Children should not annoy their
parents with their unimportant
problems.

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD
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(D) 20. It is wicked for a child to
disobey its parents

(1) 21. Children should not interrupt
adult conversation.

(1) 22. Children should have as much
freedom as their parents
themselves.

(D) 23. Children should not be required
to take orders from their
parents.

(D) 24* Children should be allowed to
to choose their own religious
beliefs.

(P) 25. Parents are not entitled to the
love of their children unless
they earn it.

(P) 26. The best child is the one who
shows lots of affection for
his mother.

(D) 27. Children should be allowed to
chose their own friends without
restrictions.

CI) 28. Children should be allowed to
manage their own affairs with
little supervision from adults.

(I) 29. Children should have the
opportunity to express their
opinions to their parents.

(P) 30. A child should stand on his own
two feet as soon as possible.

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

5 4 3 1 2
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD

1 2 3 5 4
SA MA UN SD MD
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