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Isaac Van Zandt and his son Khleber Miller Van Zandt were instrumental figures 

in the growth of Texas and the development of the town of Fort Worth, Texas.  Isaac 

Van Zandt was one of the main members of the delegation from Texas to the United 

States who negotiated for annexation.  He also played a major part in the Texas 

Constitutional Convention of 1845 and made a run for governor before his death in 

1847.  His son, Khleber Miller Van Zandt was a Confederate soldier and businessman 

who saw something in the outpost of Fort Worth that was worth developing.  Along 

with an influential group of other businessmen he was a part of every major 

development that occurred in Fort Worth until his death in 1930.  Both Van Zandts’ 

roles are discussed and the importance of their actions is brought to light. 
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PREFACE 
 

Harry S. Truman said, “Men make history and not the other way around. In 

periods where there is no leadership, society stands still. Progress occurs when 

courageous, skillful leaders seize the opportunity to change things for the better.”  Two 

men from one family made history, by affecting the growth of Texas on both a state 

and local level.  The first, Isaac Van Zandt, moved from Tennessee to Texas in 1836, 

believing that he could make a new life for himself and his family.  Though it was hard 

being a pioneer in Texas, Van Zandt persevered and became a revered statesman and a 

well-respected gentleman, both in Texas and in Washington.  He served as a 

representative of his county in both the Fifth and Sixth Congresses of the Republic of 

Texas.  Then his friend Sam Houston suggested his appointment as chargé d’affaires to 

the United States, and Van Zandt laid most of the groundwork for the treaty that 

annexed Texas to the United States.  Once he returned home, Van Zandt served as a 

representative for his county at the Convention of 1845 that produced the Texas State 

Constitution.  Finally, Van Zandt was making a run for governor in 1847, when he was 

struck down by yellow fever while on the campaign trail.  Isaac Van Zandt accomplished 

many things by the time of his death at the age of thirty-four.  Though he is not 

considered a major force in Texas politics, his accomplishments should not go 

unnoticed.   

 The second man who affected the growth of Texas, on a local level, was Isaac 

Van Zandt’s son, Khleber Miller Van Zandt.  Born shortly before his family moved to 

Texas, K. M. Van Zandt followed in his father’s footsteps as a leader.  He fought in the 
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Civil War and returned with the rank of major.  He then moved to Fort Worth, which 

was at the time a small outpost abandoned by the military on the Trinity River.  Van 

Zandt saw something there worth investing in, and he set about bringing out what he 

saw.  He can be considered one of the true founding fathers of Fort Worth, for Van 

Zandt was involved in almost every aspect of the growing town, from running his 

mercantile store to becoming president of the Fort Worth National Bank, which he 

directed for over fifty years.  Van Zandt helped to begin the first newspaper in Fort 

Worth, and he was instrumental in bringing the railroad to town.  Later he was 

overshadowed by other great men like Amon Carter and Perry Bass, and he was all but 

forgotten by the general public.  Like his father before him, K. M. Van Zandt’s 

accomplishments should not be forgotten or go unnoticed. 

 Both men accomplished many things for the betterment of Texas because they 

saw that something needed to be done and could be done to make their state or city 

better than it was.  Isaac Van Zandt helped stabilize the new fledgling state, while his 

son, K. M. Van Zandt, built up what became a prosperous local community that even 

today shows signs of his efforts.  Both men made their marks on the state of Texas, 

and both should be remembered for their accomplishments.  Neither man set out to 

find glory or power, they merely set out to do what they needed to do to make things 

better for themselves and for their fellow Texans.  This thesis will show the breadth of 

their accomplishments, and the reader can then understand the full impact that these 

two men had on the growth of Texas and the Fort Worth community, and how they 

changed things for the better. 
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 In the course of doing research on both Isaac Van Zandt and his son Khleber 

Miller Van Zandt, interviews were conducted with family members.  Jane S. Cranz was 

interviewed as the one of the last remaining grandchildren of K.M. Van Zandt.  She is 

also the author’s grandmother, hence the similarity in names.  Information from the 

interviews with Jane S. Cranz appear toward the end of Chapter 3.  This should help 

eliminate confusion for the readers. 
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CHAPTER 1  

ISAAC VAN ZANDT 

 Harry S Truman said, “men make history not the other way around.”  One man 

who made history was Isaac Van Zandt.  Van Zandt played a major role in the 

annexation of Texas and left a lasting impression.  Although he is not as memorable as 

other famous names of the time such as Sam Houston, Van Zandt was a member of the 

Fifth and Sixth Congresses during the time of the Texas Republic and the Convention of 

1845, and he served as chargé d’affaires to the United States during the critical period 

of annexation.1  Information is not plentiful on the accomplished statesman.  The most 

recent manuscript dedicated to Isaac Van Zandt is a master’s thesis written in 1937 by 

Lucy Holland Cawlfield, entitled The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt.  This lack of 

information does not mean that Van Zandt’s contribution to Texas history is any less, 

merely that more needs to be told about him and his accomplishments.  The first goal 

here is to bring attention to his name and point out that he made significant 

contributions to the Republic, which became the state of Texas.  A second goal is to 

show that Van Zandt’s accomplishments and desires had a lasting effect on his children, 

which led them to become respected members of their communities.  Khleber Miller Van 

Zandt is the most notable example.  He became a major force behind the growth of a 

small Texas town called Fort Worth, and his story shall be discussed in later chapters.  

Isaac Van Zandt is considered the focal point, where the connection between the Van 

                                                 
1 Ernest R. Lindley, Biographical Directory of the Texan Conventions and Congresses [1832-1845] 

(Austin: Book Exchange, Inc., 1942), 31, 34, & 41. 
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Zandt family and their importance to the growth and prosperity of Texas begins.  He 

and his children made significant marks on Texas history for the better.   

Isaac Van Zandt’s accomplishments can partially be explained by first exploring 

his personal history.  He was born in Franklin County, Tennessee, on July 10, 1813.  He 

was the second child born to Jacob Van Zandt Jr. and Mary Margaret (Isaacs) Van 

Zandt, both of whose families had been in Tennessee since the beginning of the 

nineteenth century.  Both of his grandfathers, Samuel Isaacs on his mother’s side and 

Jacob Van Zandt Sr. on his father’s side, served in the Revolutionary War.2  According 

to records kept by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), Isaacs was a spy 

with the rank of private during the Revolutionary War, serving for both North Carolina 

and South Carolina.  Isaacs was in South Carolina during the Revolution, and served as 

one of Francis Marion’s men.  Marion, nicknamed the Swamp Fox by the British for his 

tactics during the Revolution, led many successful campaigns that created confusion 

and setbacks for the invading Redcoats.3  Isaacs collected a pension, but neither his 

wife nor any of his other heirs collected a pension on his behalf after his death.4 

Also according to DAR records, Jacob Van Zandt Sr. enlisted under the name 

Jacob Van Sant [alternate spelling] and served as a captain in the Revolutionary War 

                                                 
2 Listed as Jacob Van Zandt on the “Tennessee State Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution” website under “The Patriots of the Tennessee Society: Sections U-X, see 
http://www.sar.org/tnssar/ancsta_u.htm. 

3 Lucy Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt” (M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1937), 
1-2. Cawlfield got this information from: Emma L. Wofford, “The Van Zandt Family Genealogy, 1750-
1930” (Typescript, n.d., The Center for American History, University of Texas, Austin, Texas), 1-2.  In 
Ibid.,., 85, there is a copy of a statement from Department of Interior, Bureau of Pensions, Washington, 
D.C,, September 12, 1910, which verifies the fact that Samuel Isaacs was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War. See also Robert Middlekauff, The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789, revised 
edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 553. 

4 DAR Patriot Index, 3 Vols. (Baltimore: Gateway Press Inc., 2003), 2: 1,438.  
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from North Carolina.  He did not collect a pension, nor did his wife Catherine Moon or 

any of his heirs.5   James Vanzant [alternate spelling], possibly an older brother to 

Jacob, also served in the American Revolution.6  Jacob while serving in the North 

Carolina militia fought at the battle of Cowpens. This battle took place on January 17, 

1781, toward the end of the Southern Campaign and is considered a turning point of 

the war in the South that led to the British surrender at Yorktown.7  Jacob knew notable 

figures like Davy Crockett, who witnessed his last will and testament.  Also, one of his 

grandchildren Matilda, the daughter of Abraham Sr. and Hannah Blackburn, became the 

stepmother of Jack Daniel, who created the whiskey fortune.8  

Isaac Van Zandt showed little early promise of matching his grandfathers’ 

examples.  According to his biography in John Henry Brown’s Indian Wars and Pioneers 

of Texas, throughout his childhood he suffered from ill health and as a result did not 

attend school regularly.  He acquired a zest for reading and read all that he could get to 

compensate for his lack of formal education, becoming especially knowledgeable in 

English literature and general history.9  This knowledge came to serve him well in his 

future career as first a lawyer and then a statesman and diplomat. 

                                                 
5 DAR Patriot Index, 3: 2,786. 
6 Listed as James Van Zandt on the “Tennessee State Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution” website under “The Patriots of the Tennessee Society: Sections U-X); 
http://www.sar.org/tnssar/ancsta_u.htm.  See also http://kinnexions.com/smlawson/vanzant.htm, a 
website listing the genealogy of the Vanzant/Van Zandt family, under children of Garrett and Mary 
Vanzant. 

7 See Middlekauff, The Glorious Cause, 476-482, for a detailed description of the Battle of 
Cowpens. 

8 See records of Vanzandt ancestry at http://kinnexions.com/smlawson/vanzant.htm. 
9 John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas (Austin: LE Daniell, 1880; reprint, 

Austin: Statehouse Books, 1988), 511. 
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His first trip to Texas was attempted in 1831, but he failed to make it when the 

steamer he was traveling on in the Mississippi River sank, leaving him destitute. 10  

Making his way back to Tennessee, he met and married Frances Cooke Lipscomb in 

December 1833 and joined with his father Jacob Van Zandt Jr. in the mercantile 

business in Salem, Tennessee.  He was twenty years old.11  In 1834, Van Zandt’s 

father, Jacob, passed away, ending their joint venture in the merchandising business.  

After selling his portion of the estate, Isaac Van Zandt bought goods and had them sent 

to Coffeeville, Mississippi, where he again tried his hand at merchandising.  He was 

successful during the next two years when the economy was good.  Unfortunately, he 

was caught up in the financial Panic of 1837 and lost everything.12   

His wife, whom he referred to as Fannie, was staying with her parents in Salem, 

Tennessee, and in a letter to her from Coffeeville on October 19, 1837, he mentioned 

the idea of going to Texas where land was cheap.  In the letter he wrote, “I have no 

doubt my lands in Texas, which I already have will be in a few years worth one hundred 

thousand dollars and I think my prospects are very fair for double as much or more”.  

This is the first time that Van Zandt mentioned land bought in Texas.13  He did not go 

immediately to Texas because he still had affairs to settle in Coffeeville.  Once his 

affairs were settled, he migrated to Texas in 1838, settling in Elysian Fields, in Harrison 

                                                 
10 Lindley, Biographical Directory, 184. 
11 Brown, Indian Wars, 511. 
12 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 3-5. 
13 Ibid.,, 6; Van Zandt obtained a land grant on January 20, 1846, almost ten years after coming 

to Texas, for 640 acres. This is the first official mention found of land owned by the Van Zandts in Texas.  
See General Land Office (GLO),  “Land Grant Database,” www.glo.state.tx.us/index.html for more 
information. 
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County, one mile to the north of the Panola County line. He stayed for a short time 

before moving to Marshall in Harrison County with his family in 1839. 14   

Prior to his leaving Mississippi, Van Zandt had gotten involved in debating 

societies.  At one such meeting, a guest of the society, General Thomas Neville Waul, 

complimented him on his speaking abilities and suggested he take up law.  Waul was a 

lawyer from Mississippi who would be a member of the provisional Congress of the 

Confederate States of America in 1861.  He would also recruit Waul’s Texas Legion as a 

colonel in 1862.15  By the end of the war he had been promoted to brigadier general 

and later ran a successful law firm in Galveston.  Van Zandt took Waul’s suggestion, 

and in the summer of 1838 he earned his license to practice law.16  This decision 

allowed him to reverse his earlier misfortunes and begin a new career that supported 

himself and his growing family.  By the time Van Zandt moved to Texas, he and his wife 

had two healthy children: Louisa and Khleber Miller.17  After they settled in Texas, 

Frances gave birth to three more children: Isaac Lycurgus, Frances Cooke, and Ida.  A 

sixth child was born and named Isaac in 1846, but he died in 1847.  This left the Van 

Zandts with five children.18 

Van Zandt’s wife played a major role in her husband’s life, not only by being the 

mother to his five children, but by truly being his partner.  She made sure the family 

                                                 
14 Ron Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6 vols. (Austin: Texas State Historical 

Association, 1996), 707. 
15 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 852. 
16 Khleber M. Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, ed. Sandra L. Myres (Fort Worth: Texas 

Christian University Press, 1968; reprint 1995), 2-3, 6n. 
17 Ibid., 3; see Frances Cooke Lipscomb, “Reminiscences of Frances Cooke Lipscomb” 

(Typescript, 1905. In possession of Jane Sloan Cranz), 1; see also Annie Doom Pickrell, Pioneer Women 
in Texas (Austin: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1970), 470. 

18 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 181-184. 
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had enough to eat when Van Zandt was unable to provide for his family because he 

was sick or away on business.  She wrote about her experiences in Texas in 

“Reminiscences of Frances Cooke Lipscomb,” in which she stated, “It has been said that 

necessity is the mother of invention, and we found frequent verification of this.”19  She 

described several occasions when her family was without the necessary items to do 

basic activities, such as feeding themselves or taking care of themselves, but they made 

do.  One of her main complaints upon reaching Texas was the lack of meat.  The Van 

Zandts owned chickens but that could scarcely provide a well-rounded diet.  So Van 

Zandt’s wife bartered one of their chickens to a woman who had nothing but bacon, 

and she proclaimed it the “best piece of bacon I ever ate.”20  Mrs. Van Zandt did her 

best to take care of her self and the children.  Once she made a dress for a woman in 

exchange for a small hatchet for her son.21   

Van Zandt’s wife was one of the pioneer women in Texas who cared for her 

family in sickness and in health, most especially while her husband was away.  When he 

was unable to provide for his family, she did.  During the early days in Harrison County, 

the Van Zandts suffered much hardship, being very poor and without many amenities 

and coping with Isaac Van Zandt’s poor health.  Van Zandt’s wife took up the reins of 

the family when her husband was ill, handling affairs and tending to both him and the 

children.  She often resorted to trading household goods and even her dresses so that 

the family could eat and remain solvent.22   

                                                 
19 Frances Cooke Lipscomb, “Reminiscences,” 3. 
20 Frances Cooke Lipscomb, “Reminiscences,” 3; see also Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 7. 
21 Frances Cooke Lipscomb, “Reminiscences,” 3-4. 
22 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 10; see Lipscomb, “Reminiscences,” 1. 
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Over the course of their first two years in Texas, Van Zandt built up a steady law 

practice after receiving his license to practice in Texas in 1840.23  Then he formed a 

successful partnership with Robert Potter, who was a former Secretary of the Navy of 

the Republic of Texas and an influential member of the Texas Senate in 1841.24   

A neighbor convinced Van Zandt to run for his own seat in the Congress, and he 

won.  Khleber Miller Van Zandt, in his autobiography Force Without Fanfare, 

remembered the impetus that thrust his father into the race for a seat in the Fifth 

Congress of the Republic of Texas.  “Pa was suffering from malaria when Captain 

[Bailey] Anderson came by to tell him that a group of citizens who were interested in 

good government had decided that the only way to defeat an undesirable candidate for 

the Congress from that district was for him [Van Zandt] to enter the race.”25  Another 

description of the event comes from Emma L. Wofford’s paper, “The Van Zandt Family 

Genealogy, History, and Experiences”: “Then the best man was sought and not the 

strongest party man, for we had but one enemy, Mexico.  We were all Texans, ready to 

shed our blood for our independence, and bound together by stronger ties than we had 

ever known in our homes.”26  There is little more information about why Van Zandt 

made the decision to run for office, but he did and was elected to both the Fifth and 

                                                 
23 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 11. 
24 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 10.  See footnote number 14 on page 10 for more 

information on Robert Potter.  See also Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 4: 846. 
25 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 10-11, 10n.  Captain Bailey Anderson came to Texas in 

1822 and served as alcalde of Ayish Bayou (San Augustine) during the Mexican administration.  He 
served as a company commander at the Battle of Nacogdoches and the siege of Bexar during the Texas 
Revolution.  See footnote number 15 on page 10 of Van Zandt for more information.  See also Tyler et al, 
eds., New Handbook of Texas, 1: 102, 5: 382. 

26 Wofford, “Van Zandt Family Genealogy,” 39. 
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Sixth Congresses of the Republic of Texas.  In both Congresses, he represented 

Harrison County in the House of Representatives.27   

His first term of service began on November 3, 1840, when the Fifth Congress of 

the Republic of Texas accepted the credentials of its delegates to open the session.  

The newspapers of the time period, specifically the Austin City Gazette, described the 

overall mood of the Congress as good, saying: 

It is with great pleasure that we learn from several members that it is the 
determination of the eastern delegation to introduce no question of even 
a dubious party character; it is their object to conciliate and not to 
exasperate party feeling.  We feel confident that they will be met, at least 
half-way, by the western members; and that henceforth the only strife 
between them will be in seeking the good of the whole.28 

 

Texas had only won its independence four years earlier, and it is logical to assume that 

the greatest concerns were to create a stable system so that the Republic was able to 

function on its own without foreign assistance.  Both the western and eastern side 

needed to work together to create such a stable system, and had no time for fighting 

amongst each other. 

 The positive nature of the Fifth Congress, brought forth by both the east and 

west sides determined to work together, allowed it to get right down to business.  Van 

Zandt made his mark on the Congress through the committees on which he served.  

Initially, he was appointed to three committees: judiciary, post office and post roads, 

and engrossed bills.  Later he was appointed to minor committees, such as a committee 

of nine charged to investigate the different departments and the committee in charge of 

                                                 
27 Lindley, Biographical Directory, 31,34. 
28 Austin City Gazette, 4 November 1840. 
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the invitation to the French Minister Dubois de Saligny to visit the House of 

Representatives.  He also served on a committee of three whose job it was to look at 

the advantages and disadvantages of authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 

Office to issue land patents on all claims reported by the traveling board of land 

commissioners.29   

Van Zandt embroiled himself in hot issues such as the support of the Texas 

Navy.  He introduced a bill that authorized the Secretary of the Navy to issue bounty 

land to the officers, sailors, and mariners in the Texas Navy.  The Representative from 

Houston, Greenberry Horras Harrison, opposed him.30  Harrison declared that the Navy 

had not given the Republic its money’s worth, and as a result the officers had done 

nothing to warrant giving them the free land.  Harrison made an excellent point since, 

for example, one of the ships of the small Texas Navy, the Liberty, did not even see any 

real action until February 1836, and a month later nothing substantial had been 

accomplished.31  The bottom line for Harrison was that he viewed the officers of the 

Navy as peacocks who did nothing but strut about in their own self-importance.   

                                                 
29 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 14-15.  Also see Journals of the Fifth 

Congress of the Republic of Texas, 1840-1841, 14. 
30 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 16.  Also see, Texas Sentinel, 14 November 

1840.  See Figure 1: Two ships of the Texas Navy taken from Stanley Siegel’s A Political History of the 
Texas Republic, 1836-1845. 

31 Jonathon W. Jordan, Lone Star Navy (Washington: Potomac Books, Inc., 2006), 49. 
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Figure 1.  Two ships of the Texas Navy, from Stanley Siegel’s A Political History of the 

Texas Republic, 1836-1845. 
 

Van Zandt defended his position by describing the men of the Navy as heroes 

who had done what they needed to do to help the Republic.  He said they were gallant 

and meritorious men.  Van Zandt had a valid point with the first Texas Navy, which 
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consisted of four ships, the Liberty, the Brutus, the Independence, and the Invincible.  

The Liberty, captained by William Brown, captured a rich Mexico-bound vessel called 

the Pelicano while trolling around the Yucatan peninsula.  Unfortunately for Brown, the 

ship ran aground while trying to cross the Matagorda Bar, but while much of the cargo 

was lost several barrels of foodstuffs that were recovered were found to contain 

gunpowder, and this had been sent to General Houston’s army.32   

Another member of the House suggested that the bill be restricted to only those 

men who had been in the Navy in 1836, but a bitter Harrison decreed “they were only a 

few squads in a miserable craft stealing and plundering on the gulf and he would not 

dignify them with the name navy.”33  After the capture and destruction of the Pelicano, 

the men of the Texas Navy, specifically those under Captain Brown, were considered 

nothing more than glorified pirates.  The Pelicano was owned by a pro-Mexican United 

States mercantile firm named J. W. Zacharie & Company.  The activities of the Texas 

Navy that led to the capture of the ship and then destruction did not sit well with some 

Americans, specifically those in the shipping industry and the newspapers of New 

Orleans, the Texas Navy’s unofficial home.34  In response to Harrison’s remarks, Van 

Zandt in the great oratory tradition of legislators then gave a patriotic defense of the 

Navy in an effort to convince his opposition to pass the bill by glorifying their efforts in 

the face of much adversity from both the enemy and at home.  There is no law listed in 

                                                 
32 Ibid., 50-51. 
33 Texas Sentinel, 14 November 1840. This was the first Texas Navy that existed and consisted of 

four ships purchased and minimally outfitted.  The goal of the Navy was to harass Mexico to distract 
them from Texas.  See Texas Navy Association, “The Official Website of the Texas Navies,” 
http://www.texasnavy.com/tn3nav.htm; also, see Jordan’s Lone Star Navy. 

34 Jordan, Lone Star Navy, 51. 
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H. P. N. Gammel’s Laws of Texas that authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to issue 

bounty land to the men of the Texas Navy, so Van Zandt’s bill must have been 

defeated. 

 Van Zandt was also a great proponent for creating a budget and governing 

within the Republic’s means.  For example, he supported the incorporation of the first 

Protestant college in Texas, Rutersville College, located in Rutersville, in Fayette 

County.  However, he did not support the granting of a charter that did not have a 

specific expiration date.35  In early December of 1840, Van Zandt called for a resolution 

to appoint a general retrenchment committee or a budget committee.  The Texas 

Sentinel on December 5, 1840 summed up Van Zandt’s remarks:   

We had taken ground that we could not maintain, and it was time for us 
to know our weakness, that we might be able to become strong.  Some of 
the officers of this government are of the opinion that nothing would do 
us but a government on a grand and magnificent scale, it was an opinion 
which had sprung up during our revolution, like Jonas’s gourd-and like 
that gourd, it had suddenly faded away.  We must come back to within 
the scale of our ability, and prune our expenses down to within our 
means.  Nothing but the strictest economy could save our country from 
general bankruptcy and ruin. 

 
This made good sense, and the resolution passed.  A committee of five was appointed 

to handle the issue, and Van Zandt was appointed a member.36 

 Another major issue that came up during the Fifth Congress was the issue of the 

borders, specifically the eastern border with the United States.  The Adams-Onis Treaty 

had established the border between Louisiana and Texas, when Texas was still a 

                                                 
35 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 17.  See Julia Lee Sinks,  "Rutersville 

College," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 2 (Oct. 1898), 124 - 133.  See also Tyler et al, eds., New 
Handbook of Texas, 5: 733. 

36 Journals of the Fifth Congress of the Republic of Texas, 1840-1841. 
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Spanish possession.  The concern for Texas was that it established the Sabine and Red 

River as boundary lines between Texas and the United States, and the Americans gave 

up claims to the territory west of the Sabine.37  When Texas gained its independence, 

the United States stepped up its attempt at blurring the boundary lines between the 

two territories.  Van Zandt supported the bill that allocated more money to the defense 

of Texas borders, specifically the Red River area.  He stated that although the 

Republic’s treasury could not stand any exorbitant expenses, the need to protect the 

border was a necessity and he saw nothing wrong with the bill that led him to believe it 

should not be passed.  He ended his remarks by saying that he hoped the bill would be 

passed giving the people of the disputed region ‘an inheritance of freeman and 

freeman’s rights.”38  There was an act passed February 4, 1841, which detailed the 

formation of volunteer companies, their duties and rate of pay, and their exclusion from 

militia duties such as roadwork.  The counties named in the act were the border 

counties of Fannin, Lamar, Red River, Bowie, Pashcal, Panola, Harrison, Nacogdoches, 

Houston, Robertson, Milam, Travis, Bexar, Gonzales, Goliad, Victoria, Refugio, San 

Patricio, Montgomery and Bastrop.  The muster rolls were to be forwarded to the 

Secretary of War, so the rolls could be verified and the funds released for payment of 

the men.39  The Republic passed this law allocating funds for frontier defense and 

detailing the way the defense was to be structured. 

                                                 
37 Randolph B. Campbell, Gone To Texas (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 94.   
38 Texas Sentinel, 5 December 1840. 
39 H. P. N. Gammel, comp., The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897, 10 Vols. (Austin: The Gammel Book 

Co., 1898), 2: 646-648. 
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 Van Zandt thus expressed his views on issues such as the border dispute with 

the United States, the expense of running the Republic, education, and the Navy.  He 

was a big supporter of the border being placed along the Red River.  He advised 

caution when it came to spending in the tiny Republic, warning against extravagant 

spending.  Van Zandt also supported education but expressed the need for rules and 

regulations so those who were in charge did not run amuck; and he expressed his 

allegiance for Texas by giving grand speeches and proposing laws that favored the 

Navy.   

There was one issue that had not been touched, and this issue would bring Van 

Zandt into conflict with Sam Houston.  The Cherokee Land Bill became a bone of 

contention between the two, with Houston for the bill and Van Zandt against.  Prior to 

this, Van Zandt had been considered a Houston supporter.  “In the House, the 

[Houston] administration could count on the unqualified support of...Isaac Van Zandt of 

Harrison,” but on this major issue the two men expressed radically different opinions. 40  

Van Zandt in this instance took the same basic stance as President Mirabeau B. Lamar.  

Both men were of the opinion that the Cherokees had no legitimate land titles from 

Mexico or the Republic.  They could either accept Texas law, which opened their lands 

to settlers, or move, or risk being destroyed.41  Houston wanted to prove that the land 

in question did belong to the Cherokees, while Van Zandt disagreed.   

                                                 
40 Stanley Siegel, A Political History of the Texas Republic, 1836-1845 (Austin: University of Texas 

Press, 1956), 187-188. 
41 Campbell, Gone to Texas, 169-170.  Also, see Siegel’s Political History, pages 142-143 for a 

more detailed look at the provisions of the Cherokee Land Bill and the consequences of its passing. 
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There is no evidence to support the idea that Van Zandt fully agreed with 

Lamar’s idea of get out or be exterminated.  He merely focused on the legality of the 

issue and recognized Houston’s attempt to stretch the law for his own desired result.  

Houston wanted to give the Cherokees title to their land and Van Zandt proceeded to 

explain why Houston’s plan was implausible from a legal standpoint.  In a letter to his 

wife, written December 6, 1840, he wrote about his answer to Houston’s proposal.  “I 

spoke upwards of four hours to the most crowded house you ever saw and have been 

much congratulated on my effort.”42 Van Zandt had spent every moment of those four 

hours thoroughly discussing in legal terms why Houston’s bill was unconstitutional, and 

he felt satisfied at the end that he had done so.  Houston replied, “That the young man 

reminded him of a deer that jumped so high that it fell and broke its neck.”43  But the 

Cherokee Indians, in spite of Houston’s support, would leave Texas. 

 In spite of all the effort Van Zandt had put into the Congress, he conceded 

towards the end of December 1840 that things were not going well and the Congress 

would be better served if they adjourned as a way of resetting the balance that they 

had at the beginning of the session.  War with Mexico was still on the horizon for the 

Republic, and Texas as a whole was thrown into chaos over the question of whether to 

go to war or not and whether they would succeed if they did.  Van Zandt in a letter to 

his wife, dated December 29, 1840, explained his views and his plan of action when the 

question was officially brought up. 

                                                 
42 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 20.  See also the rest of the page for details 
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I shall advocate it[war with Mexico] believing it the only measure that can 
be of permanent service of this country—We want a peace—peaceably if 
we can and forcibly if we must. 

I first was of opinion we would be able to disband the regular army and 
curtail many of the officers of government but we have lost the hang of it 
and instead thereof some honorable gentlemen vote away thousands as 
though we had millions at command. 

The government is bankrupt and is likely to remain so…  I have less 
confidence in the government than heretofore. 
 

Perhaps he was thinking that if the Republic were to unite in the cause of war, then 

many who had lost themselves in the chaotic swirl that was the Republican government 

would come on board and then the governmental machine would work right again.  His 

words to his wife seem to indicate that he had lost his positive attitude about the 

Republic of Texas and where it was going, thanks to politicians who were unable to 

keep their pocketbooks shut.  Van Zandt continually brought up the issue of money, 

which was a real concern for the Republic. 

 The Fifth Congress adjourned February 5, 1841.  Before the Congress ended, 

Van Zandt threw his weight behind two more pieces of legislation.  The first was a bill 

that organized part of Harrison County for judicial and other purposes, and this bill 

passed.  The second piece of legislation he threw his weight behind was a bill that was 

designed to incorporate the Franco-Texienne Commercial and Colonization Company 

that planned to settle eight thousand French immigrants between the Red River and the 

Rio Grande.44  The main French proponent of this bill was Alphonse de Saligny, who 

had been appointed the first French minister to the Republic of Texas when France 

recognized the Republic.  Saligny was not without suspicion, for he had begun causing 
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trouble from the moment he arrived at his new post.  Petty things such as knowingly 

passing counterfeit money were merely an aggravation to the Texas government.45  It 

was his backing of the Franco-Texienne Bill that really created trouble.  The bill allowed 

some French investors, including Saligny, to introduce eight thousand immigrants over 

the next eight years, and these immigrants would settle between the Red River and the 

Rio Grande.  The immigrants would also be responsible for building twenty military 

outposts and a road connecting them.  The company would exploit the local mines and 

share the proceeds equally with the Texan government.  In return the company was to 

get three million acres of land and tax exemptions on imports.46  This seemed too good 

to be true, and in the end the bill failed.   

Stanley Siegel in his The Political History of the Texas Republic described the 

incident in more suspicious terms.  In Siegel’s view, Saligny arrived with his plan to 

plant French colonies along the frontier of Texas.  The theory is that Louis Philippe and 

Saligny, being crafty, conceived the plan and understanding the Texas Republic’s 

political situation, ‘induced’ Houston to back the bill, which had the basics of the French 

plan.47  Van Zandt was consistently a supporter of Houston, with the exception of the 

Cherokee Land Bill, and so it is not surprising that he supported the passing of the bill 

at first.  As the battle to get the bill passed continued and even became a bone of 

contention in the race for president in 1841, the jokes at Saligny’s expense grew and 

the Houston faction was hard pressed to get any positive spin for the bill.  Siegel 
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mentioned that Van Zandt was actually doubted to be in favor of the bill.  Nothing in 

Van Zandt’s private correspondence yields definite information referring to the bill, but 

it was defeated in February 1841, just before the Fifth Congress ended its session.   

Van Zandt’s services were received well enough for him to be reelected to the 

Sixth Congress of the Republic of Texas as a representative for Harrison County.  Van 

Zandt returned to his law practice until, on November 1, 1841, the doors to the Sixth 

Congress of the Republic of Texas opened.48  Van Zandt’s first chore in the House was 

to act as teller in the election of the speaker, who was Colonel Kenneth Lewis 

Anderson.49  Anderson had been a colonel in the Tennessee militia and was serving as a 

representative of San Augustine County when he was elected as speaker of the 

house.50  In a letter to his wife on November 1, 1841 Van Zandt discussed how he had 

been asked to run for speaker, but the speaker was unable to participate in the 

debates, so Van Zandt had declined even though he felt he would have won easily. 

Van Zandt again made many of the standing committees, including finance, 

judiciary, and public lands.  He also served on the House committee that acted with the 

Senate Committee to examine the condition of the War Department.  Van Zandt served 

on the select committee on naval affairs, too and supported the decision to recall the 

Navy from the Yucatan.51  According to one article written by Jim Mathews for “On 

Deck!” The Webzine of the Navy and Marine Living History Association, Commodore 
                                                 

48 Lindley, Biographical Directory, 34. 
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50 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 1: 66. For more details see: Emma B. Shindler, "San 

Augustine," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 3 (July 1899), 41-43. 
51 Austin City Gazette 24 November 1841.  See the article by Jim Mathews from “On Deck!” The 

Webzine of the Navy and Marine Living History Association, “The Texas Navy and the French Ironclads” 
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Edwin Ward Moore had essentially rented out the Navy to rebels in the Yucatan 

Peninsula who were fighting against the central government of Mexico, and the Texas 

government felt it prudent to pull them back, not wanting to anger the Mexican 

government.52   

In Jonathon W. Jordan’s book, Lone Star Navy, the closest reference he makes 

to the issue of recalling the Navy in 1841 was to say that in a report given to the Texas 

Republican government, the government of the Yucatan had offered to repair one of 

the Navy’s ships.  Texas and the Yucatan were allies against Mexico, but back in Texas 

there were conflicting views.  The Yucatan government had negotiated to come back 

under the Mexican government’s sphere of influence and this confused the Texans.  

Moore protested, but to no avail and so he left the coast of the Yucatan.  While sailing 

in the Gulf of Mexico he received his orders to return home.53   

Van Zandt was, among his other dealings during the Sixth Congress of the 

Republic of Texas, possibly an Austin correspondent for the Red Lander, a paper based 

in San Augustine with a decidedly pro-Houston, anti-tariff agenda.  There is no 

definitive evidence for this except a letter from one of Isaac Van Zandt’s 

granddaughters to Lucy Cawlfield, claiming she had a letter from him to his wife stating 

that he was a correspondent.54   
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One of the major issues facing the Sixth Congress was the Santa Fe Expedition.  

President Mirabeau B. Lamar suggested the expedition because he wanted to attain 

some influence, if not outright control, over the trade going on in the Santa Fe area of 

New Mexico.  He also wanted control of the Santa Fe area itself.  This was to be a way 

to expand Texan influence, but New Mexico and Santa Fe were still in Mexican hands.  

The Republic of Texas claimed jurisdiction over the area in an act on December 19, 

1836, but nothing had been done till 1841.  Now Lamar wanted to act because the 

Republic needed all the financial support it could muster and the trade in Santa Fe 

would add needed revenue.  The trick was to get the people there to agree to the 

change of government and get his own Congress to approve the measure.55  The 

trouble was that not many supported the measure, including Lamar’s vice president 

David G. Burnet.56  The Fifth Congress had been against the mission and Lamar decided 

that he could not wait to get the mission underway if he wanted to do so during his 

administration.  So, without waiting for sanction from Congress, he gathered the 

necessary drafts needed and withdrew over $89,000 from the treasury to finance the 

expedition.57  Then he announced he had approval for the expedition and gathered 

volunteers who left on June 18, 1841.  Command of the volunteers was given to 

General Hugh McCleod, a West Point graduate and a veteran who had served in the 

Cherokee War. 

The group had trouble crossing the harsh landscape to get to Santa Fe, and then 

when they arrived the governor arrested them.  They surrendered on October 5, 1841, 
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56 Siegel, A Political History, 177. 
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making the mission a failure.58  Back in Texas, Lamar was reaping the rewards of 

having sent off a major expedition without prior approval from Congress.  Van Zandt 

was one of the major opponents of the expedition, stating that the financial aspect 

alone of sending the expedition outweighed any possible benefits and that the end 

result was already known and someone had to be blamed.  Van Zandt then called for a 

report from the Secretary of War, especially demanding the specifics of what was 

requisitioned for the expedition, munitions and equipment.  He had been named chair 

of the committee dealing with the Santa Fe Expedition, and along with four others 

deliberated on what was the proper course of action.59   

After deliberating, the Santa Fe committee released its recommendations.  Van 

Zandt stated that no money should have been approved for the expedition, and he 

cited the empty treasury and the illegality of the president’s actions.  Lamar had not 

waited to get the Congress’s approval for the expedition.  The committee’s 

recommendation was that the Congress should in “all good conscience” call for the 

impeachment of the president, vice president, and treasurer.60  When the measure was 

voted on, Van Zandt of course voted in favor, but it was defeated 13 to 25 against.61  

This did not win Van Zandt any friends in the Lamar administration for his efforts at 

removing them from office. 

                                                 
58 Campbell, Gone to Texas, 174-175.   
59 Harriet Smither, ed. Journals of the 6th Congress of the Republic of Texas, 1841-1842,  3 Vols. 

(Austin: Von Boeckman Jones Co., 1940), 2: 63, 70. 
60 Smither, Journals of the 6th Congress, 98-109. 
61 [Austin] Daily Bulletin, 18 December 1841; Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt” 

30. 



 25

Van Zandt also served on the committee for Indian affairs and was responsible 

for several minor bills, which passed.62  Several of the minor bills he was responsible for 

were the incorporation of the Grand Lodge of the Masonic Order in the Republic of 

Texas, a bill that defined more specifically the different classes of land claims, a bill 

which explained the duties of the associate justices of the county courts, and the bill 

that incorporated Marshall University, which was in his constituency.63  As a result of his 

involvement in the effort to impeach Lamar, Van Zandt did not take as great a part in 

the debates as he had during the Fifth Congress.  He lamented this fact in a letter to his 

wife, dated December 22, 1841.  In it, he referred to his efforts to get Lamar 

impeached, writing, “I have had to oppose the officers here and expose their villainy—

which has created some opposition against me among them—but has given me much 

credit and distinction among the honest portion of community and has made me many 

warm friends.”  Van Zandt still persevered by taking part in discussions concerning the 

Navy and whether it should be recalled, and how women in prison were to be handled, 

and he proposed a bill to regulate civil prosecutions and equity practice.64  The Sixth 

Congress adjourned on January 27, 1842, and Van Zandt went back to his law practice 

with a sense of accomplishment, having achieved some of his goals.   

At the end of the Sixth Congress of the Republic of Texas, Isaac Van Zandt had 

made a name for himself that would be recorded in the history books.  His lengthy 

speeches and gentlemanly demeanor made him many friends and many enemies.  

Though he and Sam Houston had disagreed over the Cherokee Bill, Van Zandt 
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remained a staunch supporter of Houston.  However, his call for the impeachment of 

Lamar over the Santa Fe Expedition forever made him a target for the Lamar party.  

While he was away on business his wife was at home raising his five children and taking 

care of their land.  Van Zandt complained often in his letters to his wife that she did not 

write him enough.  He lamented that he did not receive more letters from her, when he 

wrote her as often as he could.65  In spite of his concerns for his family, the end of the 

Sixth Congress was not the end of Van Zandt’s political career.  His greatest service to 

the future state of Texas was to come. 
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CHAPTER 2  

AMERICAN DIPLOMAT, A CONSTITUTION & THE RUN FOR GOVERNOR 

On July 20, 1842, Isaac Van Zandt was again called to perform public service 

when Sam Houston appointed him chargé d’affaires to the United States.66  Houston 

had once more been elected president of the Republic in 1841, and it was on his 

recommendation that Van Zandt become the new chargé d’affaires to the United States, 

replacing Col. James Reilly, who had asked to be recalled.67  There is speculation about 

the reasons why Houston nominated Van Zandt for the position.  After all, Van Zandt 

had opposed Houston’s Cherokee Land Bill fervently, and this had not likely ingratiated 

Van Zandt to Houston.  But as another biographer has noted, “Van Zandt was young, 

diligent, and had proved himself fairly well acquainted with the law, so there were 

several factors in his favor.”68  In a letter to Anson Jones, Houston wrote, “In his [Major 

Reilly’s] place I have sent Mr. Van Zandt to Washington.  He will be prudent, and will 

not jump high enough to endanger his safety.”69  This echoed his earlier comments 

about Van Zandt’s long speech against the Cherokee Bill, and showed that there was 

not much animosity between the two men.  Houston and Van Zandt were both from 

Tennessee, and Van Zandt had supported Houston against Mirabeau B. Lamar, with the 

exception of the Cherokee Land Bill.  Van Zandt reported that Houston thought highly 
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of him in a letter to his wife from Austin dated December 22, 1841.  He wrote, “Old 

Sam has commenced the duties of his office [and] his message has appeared which 

with some exceptions I like very well.  He is remarkably friendly.  I can hear of his 

speaking of me in the highest of terms when in the city.”  It is apparent from Van 

Zandt’s letter that he and Houston were on good terms, especially later when he 

referred to being invited by Houston to his house for Christmas.  Considered clever and 

hardworking by his peers, it was no wonder that Van Zandt was appointed to the 

position.70 

His instructions were made very clear at first.  Van Zandt was ordered to 

”induce” the United States to protest to Mexico on Texas’s behalf to stop Mexico’s 

attempts at trying to take back what they still considered their possession.  He was also 

told to feel out the United States’s position on the issue of annexation.71  Upon his 

arrival in Washington in December 1842, Van Zandt immediately presented his 

credentials to the Secretary of State at the time, Daniel Webster.  Webster promised to 

discuss the Indian problems on the frontier with his government, and he told Van Zandt 

that if Mexico were to invade then the Republic of Texas could expect to receive a large 

force from the United States.72  Thus began the dance between Van Zandt as chargé 

d’affaires from Texas and the United States government.  Throughout the two years 

that Van Zandt remained in Washington, he was never able to secure a definite 
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commitment from the United States for the annexation of Texas.  He came close, and 

his successor finished the job.   

Aside from the issue of annexation, Indian affairs, and the dispute with Mexico, 

Van Zandt had other concerns that he sought to discuss with the United States 

government.  The most important issue was the troubled state of affairs back in Texas 

that was causing a drop in emigration.  No one wanted to go to Texas and risk both life 

and wallet when there was no guarantee of success.73  The Indian problems had not 

been resolved in spite of Lamar’s policy of exterminating those Indians who would not 

relocate voluntarily.  When Houston again became president of the Republic of Texas, 

he tried to resolve the Indian issue, and Van Zandt, while in Washington, negotiated 

with the United States about the Indian problem.  One possible suggestion that came 

from the negotiations was that the United States was to be allowed when necessary to 

pursue Indians into the Republic and vice versa.74  Houston seemed uneasy about the 

proposal because he said that while the American troops were well disciplined and 

intelligent, those on the Republic’s side were volunteers or militia.  As such their 

behavior could not be guaranteed.  He ordered that it was to be impressed upon the 

Indians that the United States was in agreement with the Republic of Texas on how to 

deal with the unruly Indian tribes.  Houston predicted that the news of the involvement 

of the United States in the treaty would make the Indians listen and bring Texas greater 
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leverage in negotiations.75   Another major issue for the small Republic was the threat 

of Mexico, especially since the Republic was too bankrupt to defend itself effectively.  

These issues plaguing the Republic did not promote the kind of image that the 

Republican government needed to get more people to come to Texas.   

Van Zandt was concerned about how to promote Texas properly to the United 

States as a good territory for annexation when there were so many troubling issues that 

went against the idea.  Another problem for Van Zandt was the lack of clarity in his 

instructions on dealing with the United States.  His predecessors had been told to subtly 

find out the general opinion of the government on annexation.  He did so and reported, 

“the President and a majority of his cabinet unreservedly expressed themselves in favor 

of the accomplishment of annexation.”76  According to Van Zandt, the possibility of 

annexation to the United States looked good. 

By the beginning of 1843, the momentum behind annexation had waned and 

with it Van Zandt’s spirits.  In a letter to his wife, dated January 21, 1843, he wrote, 

“Congress is not doing much…the subject of the party is the all engrossing topic.”  The 

subject of the troubles in Texas came up again and Van Zandt was put on the defensive 

when news of the Warfield Expedition reached Washington.  Charles A. Warfield had 

received a commission to organize an expedition against New Mexico.  The goal of the 

expedition was to go to New Mexico and retaliate for the capture of members of the 

earlier Santa Fe Expedition.  Warfield tried to create a large force to invade New 
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Mexico, but no force was raised.77  The expedition was accused of recruiting people in 

the United States.  Van Zandt denied knowledge of the expedition and sent home for 

the official instructions given to the expedition.  Two months later the instructions 

arrived and after examination it was found that Warfield had not had the right to recruit 

people inside the United States and his authority was revoked.  However, this was for 

naught since the expedition had already disbanded before returning to Texas.78 

Van Zandt asked for clarification in his communications with Secretary of State 

Anson Jones, and Jones took this to mean that Van Zandt said that he was 

incompetent.  The two battled back and forth over the issue, with Van Zandt saying he 

merely wished for more frequent relays of information, and Jones expressing his anger 

at being considered incompetent.  Van Zandt denied the charges and repeated his 

request for more information from the State Department.79  The road towards 

annexation was projected to become smoother when news of the retirement of Webster 

became public.  Van Zandt declared that even with the well wishes of the president and 

others in regard to annexation, nothing was going to happen while Webster was in 

office.80  Webster’s replacement as Secretary of State was Abel P. Upshur, about whom 

Van Zandt later declared, “he was a gentlemen of fine talents and high attainments, 

and…he had the nerve to act with decision.”81  This confidence in the new Secretary of 

State led Van Zandt to disobey orders from Texas that first directed him to go ahead 
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with a treaty if conditions looked good and then to stop since the United States had not 

made any definite motions towards annexation.  Van Zandt ignored the orders under 

the guise that obeying the orders would damage his position with the United States.  

He was in a delicate position, trying to bring about the annexation of Texas and remove 

the ominous threatening presence of Mexico.82   

In mid-1843 Van Zandt sent for his family, who had been staying with relatives 

in Tennessee.  Khleber Miller Van Zandt later wrote at length on the family’s stay in 

Washington.  They knew great men during their stay in Washington such as Comm. 

Lewis Warrington of the United States Navy, Sen. John C. Calhoun, and John Quincy 

Adams, the sixth president of the United States.  He recalled,  

John Quincy Adams was a very austere man, and when he came walking 
down the street, the children would scamper out of his way.  Perhaps we 
were frightened by his large, white beaver hat and the gold-headed 
walking cane he always carried in the summertime.  Mr. Calhoun, though, 
made friends with us.  Frequently of a morning, he would call to me as he 
started for the Capitol and—taking hold of my hand—would let me walk 
part of the way with him.83 
 

So while Isaac Van Zandt was fulfilling his duties as chargé d’affaires for Texas, he was 

meeting some of the most prominent men in history, and his children were exposed to 

a unique atmosphere that most likely shaped the rest of their lives. 

 Temporary setbacks stalled the momentum of annexation.  Van Zandt received a 

communication from home that told him to decline the offer for annexation and to 

inform the United States government that if it by a resolution authorized the president 
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to offer a treaty, then the Texas government would consider the notion.84  Also 

Houston in a secret session of the Texas Senate on January 22, 1844, suggested 

sending a second agent to help Van Zandt secure annexation by the United States.  He 

said, “This recommendation does not arise from any distrust of the ability and capacity 

of Mr. Van Zandt, our Present Chargé d’Affaires.  His industry, zeal and capacity are 

evinced by his correspondence with this government.”  Houston said that by adding 

another agent, more could be accomplished because two heads were better than one.  

Houston apparently worried that a failure to secure annexation to the United States 

would hurt the Republic’s relation with foreign countries like Britain and France.85  

A second setback occurred on February 28, 1844, when Upshur was on the USS 

Princeton and died when a gun exploded.  Van Zandt lost a major supporter for his 

cause, but Calhoun was appointed in place of Upshur.86  It is apparent that Upshur and 

Van Zandt had carried the process of annexation far enough before Upshur’s death, 

because a treaty of annexation was signed on April 12, 1844.87  Van Zandt was one of 

three members of the delegation from Texas to sign the treaty of annexation.  J. 

Pinckney Henderson and Washington D. Miller also signed the completed treaty 

composed by the Texas delegation and Calhoun.88   

Several historians, including Stanley Siegel and Randolph B. Campbell, mention 

the fact that politicians in favor of annexation such as Houston played on the United 
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States’s dislike of Great Britain to sway them to annex Texas.  Houston made it known 

that if Texas were recognized as independent then it would be friendly to Britain and 

the United States.  British representatives were busy working on an armistice between 

Texas and Mexico, and Houston had the armistice announced, making special note of 

Britain’s involvement. 89  Ashbel Smith wrote to Van Zandt stating that England wanted 

to recognize Texas’s independence for several reasons, but mainly for commercial 

reasons.  Texas did not have the tariff restrictions that the United States did, so Britain 

could bring their merchandise such as manufactures to Texas and funnel it into the 

United States.  Also, Britain wanted access to Texas cotton, which they needed to 

produce their goods.90  The news reached Washington and acted as a motivating factor 

for the United States government towards annexation. Van Zandt in his private 

correspondence made one mention of Britain in a letter he wrote to his wife on 

September 27, 1841.  He wrote that a treaty has been concluded with England, which 

affirmed England’s proposal to mediate with Mexico on behalf of the Republic.  Van 

Zandt’s opinion was that if the treaty were to be ratified fully and fulfilled, then the 

results would be “of great benefit to this Country.”  Van Zandt most likely supported the 

idea of using the United States’s dislike for Britain to give Texas an advantage in 

negotiations.  Furthermore, the Texas Gulf Coast had strategic value against Mexico, 

which was another possible threat to the United States.   
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After the treaty was signed, Van Zandt asked to be recalled, saying that he had 

unfinished private business back in Texas and wished to be back before the fall courts.  

On September 11, 1844, Van Zandt officially informed Calhoun of his impending 

departure.91  Khleber Miller Van Zandt in his memoirs remembered how his father 

became ill while worrying over the outcome of the annexation question and his failure 

to obtain a remittance from the Republic of Texas.  After many days of illness, Van 

Zandt left Washington on September 21, making the trip back home in slow increments 

because of his unstable health.92   

 The majority of people in Texas were in favor of annexation, and county-by-

county elections were called for the purpose of electing members for a convention that 

would decide on the question of annexation and forming a constitution.  Isaac Van 

Zandt was elected to represent Harrison County at the convention.93  The convention 

was set for July 4, 1845, but by July 3 two-thirds of the delegates had already arrived 

and held an informal meeting appointing a committee “to draft an Ordinance 

declaratory of the assent of the people of Texas to the Joint Resolution of the American 

Congress relative to annexation.”94  Van Zandt was a member of this committee and, 

when the convention officially began on July 4, the committee reported the 

aforementioned ordinance that they had created the night before.  When a vote was 

called for, it was adopted by a vote of 55 to 1; Van Zandt was among those who voted 
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for the measure.95  The representatives of Texas had spoken and annexation had been 

recognized and approved.  The political machine then moved forward a centimeter by 

appointing a committee to prepare a set of rules for conducting of business during the 

Convention.96  Van Zandt was elected a member of this committee as well, which was 

not a surprise because he had a reputation for being thorough by examining all of the 

legal ramifications or possible situations that might occur.   

 Standing committees were announced on July 7, 1845.  Van Zandt was chairman 

of the committee on the “General Provisions of the Constitution,” and a member of the 

“Judiciary Committee”.97  In a letter to his wife dated July 16, 1845, Van Zandt gave 

evidence of what was to come in the future when he wrote that “Being the chairman of 

the Committee of General Provisions, I am compelled to do more labor than any other 

member but I do not regret it if I can only keep my health.”  Ever since childhood Van 

Zandt had suffered from illness, and that continued into his adult life.  Part of why he 

asked to be recalled from Washington was because he was ill.  The July letter to his 

wife was a foretelling of what was to come, but Van Zandt felt his work was important 

and he put all of his effort into the Convention. 

 He took part in all facets of Convention business, from the small details to the 

major debates.  Van Zandt was responsible for changing the rule for calling a question 

to a vote, making it necessary to have a 2/3 majority to do so.  As chairman of the 

committee on the General Provisions, he reported on twenty-two different articles and 

                                                 
95 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 59. 
96 Journals of the Convention, Assembled at the city of Austin on the Fourth of July, 1845 (Austin: 

Miner & Cruger, 1845), 8-11. 
97 Journals of the 1845 Convention, 17. 



 37

was appointed to a committee charged with deciding whether it was prudent to elect a 

reporter.  It was decided, and a reporter was elected.98   

Both, his views on Christianity and morality influenced his conduct during the 

convention.  The issue of religion was debated as a part of the constitution, with Van 

Zandt arguing against an article that protected all forms of Christianity.  Van Zandt 

argued that God would provide the protection needed for the various forms of 

Christianity and a law was not needed.  However a majority of the Convention 

disagreed, and the article was pushed through. 99  His religion must have been a 

contributing factor in Van Zandt’s distaste for linking law and faith.  Van Zandt had 

been raised Southern Baptist and had been baptized into the Baptist order when he was 

sixteen.100  His strict view of religion and his profession of law influenced his view of 

society and how social decorum should flow.101  Religion was important to him and he 

portrayed that to his wife and children.  He was overjoyed when his wife became a 

believer, and his children would be avid supporters of churches throughout their lives.  

His influence on her led to the influence on his children and though, they did not all 

become Baptist they did adhere closely to their faith.102  Christianity dictated the need 

for courtesy for one’s fellow man, while the law conversely demanded the use of 

evidence to prove beyond a reasonable doubt whatever claim was being made.   
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Van Zandt became embroiled in another debate regarding religion when the 

Convention began debating an amendment to section twenty-eight of the report of the 

committee on the legislative department.  The original wording stated that ministers of 

any denomination because of their dedication to God and duty to care for souls should 

not be eligible to the General Assembly.  Van Zandt supported this section while the 

opposition wished to strike it, saying that it interfered with the Bill of Rights.  Van Zandt 

responded, “Whenever you find a preacher dabbling in politics, in nine cases out of ten, 

you will find that he is neither fit for church nor state.”  Evidently others agreed 

because after several more debates the motion was carried and the section remained, 

not allowing ministers the right to serve in the General Assembly.103 

When freedom of speech was discussed, Van Zandt supported the right, but he 

placed limitations.  He did not agree with invasion of privacy by the press. Van Zandt 

also did not morally agree with gossip, which could lead to slander and the destruction 

of people’s lives.  Instead he supported only the use of evidence when practicing one’s 

right to free speech.  If there was evidence to support the claim, then it was acceptable 

for public discussion. 104  Moral issues aside, Van Zandt was a lawyer and relied on legal 

principles to make his arguments more than moral principals.  He advocated the use of 

juries and courts in libel suits.  Known for his eloquent and persuasive speeches, Van 

Zandt said in support of his view, 

I would not diminish the liberty of the press: I would have it as free as the 
winds of heaven; I would put no clog upon it.  But let this liberty be 
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employed with discretion.  You give every one the right to bear arms for 
his own defense: but does it follow that he has the right to slay his 
neighbor in all cases? 

The object of all government is the peace and good order of society, and 
whatever is calculated to stir up strife, to promote quarrels and cause 
bloodshed, would surely be curbed as much as possible.  The gentlemen 
has referred to Mississippi.  What has been the result there of this 
unrestricted liberty of the press?  It has resulted perhaps in some good:  
It has killed off at least half a dozen editors.  I speak ironically: but the 
history of the press in that state may furnish us with an instructive lesson.  
Human nature is human nature, and ever will be the same.  Solomon 
says, ‘the words of the tale-bearer are as wounds.’  Let us take counsel of 
the wisdom of the past, and while we secure the rights of the private 
citizen, let us at the same time, leave the press free and unshackled.105 

 
Van Zandt was advocating freedom of speech but with limits. 

 There was a discussion of whether the secretary of state should be appointed or 

elected.  In 1845, the method of voting required an extensive amount of time to spread 

information to the voters.  The documentation was gathered, the results were recorded, 

and then the public was informed.  The first incarnation of section fourteen of the 

Constitution regarding this issue said that the secretary of state should be elected.  An 

amendment proposed that instead the secretary of state should be appointed.  Van 

Zandt agreed with this proposal, arguing that the position was merely a glorified clerk 

and the effort and expense required to have a vote were too great for the position in 

question.  He also extended his opinion to include the positions of auditor and 

comptroller.106  As he wished, all of these became appointed positions. 

 An issue of great importance in any constitution was the question of how to 

decide how many votes were required to pass legislation or override the governor’s 
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veto.  One of the representatives proposed that instead of using the term “majority”, a 

two-thirds vote should be required to pass a law over the governor’s veto.  In the 

ensuing debate Van Zandt gave a speech, which was one of his most logical and 

impressive speeches of the Convention.  He supported the notion of amending the 

issue, and thus changing the method of voting to a “two-thirds” vote, advocating that 

by increasing the division of power, the state was made safer.  The passing of 

legislation would take longer, and Van Zandt argued that “many evils may result from 

hasty legislation, and power is more beneficial and less dangerous when divided.”107  

Perhaps as a result of this impassioned speech, the measure was passed.  The basis of 

representation was also discussed, and Van Zandt supported the idea that the 

government was there to benefit the many.  He was opposed to property qualifications 

for electors, or basing representation upon property. 

 The July 28 session of the Convention consisted of debates over the report from 

the Judiciary Committee, of which Van Zandt was a member.  There were several issues 

in question.  The first dealt with the issue of probate courts.  Van Zandt held them in 

low esteem.  He defended the section that established probate courts by saying that if 

the newer section, which reformed the rules of the probate courts and established 

inferior tribunals, were removed, than the present probate system would be a leech on 

Texas for years to come.  Van Zandt described the probate courts as a perfect place to 

perpetrate fraud.  As an example he stated that in some courts the fees of lawyers 

were greater then the amounts of the estates.  As a consequence of his speech the 
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section was adopted.108  Van Zandt’s distrust of probate courts would be reflected in his 

last will and testament.  He declared that his wife was to have full control of his estate.  

The probate courts were only to be involved when it came time to file the paperwork 

and that was all.109 

 Another section of the report of the Judiciary Committee dealt with the salaries 

of judges.  The initial proposal set Supreme Court judge’s salaries at $1,500.  Van Zandt 

was against the idea and defended his position, offering new numbers for the salaries 

of judges.  He said, “You cannot expect men of age, experience, and learning, to quit a 

lucrative practice, and engage in the arduous duties of a judicial station, unless you 

give them a competent support, and pay them something extra.”110  Van Zandt’s 

suggestions with regards to the salaries, $2,000 for Supreme Court judges and $1,750 

for District judges, were taken into consideration and incorporated into the 

Constitution.111   

 Van Zandt played a major role in deciding the terms of the governor’s office.  He 

advocated a term of two years instead of four and wanted to insert the number six in 

place of eight with regard to eligibility.  So the governor would only be eligible for two 

terms every six years.  Again his suggestions were taken positively and incorporated 

into the Constitution.112  The fourth section on the executive department then read as 

follows: 
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“The Governor shall hold his office for the term of two years from the regular time of 

installation, and until his successor shall be duly qualified, but shall not be eligible for 

more than four years in any term of six years.”113   

He also suggested a substitute for section twelve, which became the present 

Seal of State.  His version read: “There shall be a Seal of State, which shall be kept by 

the Governor, and used by him officially.  The said seal shall be a star of five points, 

encircled by an olive and live-oak branches, and the words ‘The State of Texas’.”  This 

differed from the original, which read, “There shall be a seal of this State, which shall 

be kept by the Governor… and the present seal of this Republic shall be the seal of the 

state, by substituting the word ‘State’, for that of ‘Republic’.”  A vote was taken, and 

Van Zandt’s version was adopted.114   

 The issue of the militia placed Van Zandt in an awkward situation because he 

had a differing opinion than Thomas Jefferson Rusk, the delegate from Nacogdoches 

and a man with much military experience.  The issue was in regards to compulsory 

service.  Van Zandt supported Section 2, which stated that if a person “conscientiously 

scruples to bear arms” then they did not have to participate in the militia and could 

instead pay the monetary equivalent of service.115  Rusk was of the opinion that Section 

2 if approved could possibly cause the state trouble down the line.  Van Zandt 

disagreed respectfully and said that he believed that “if any man believed it wrong, to 
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be against the laws of God to bear arms, that it would ‘be better to excuse him, to take 

his money, and hire a man who would fight.  The great difficulty in this country is not 

the want of men, but the want of means to employ them’.”  Section 2 was adopted by a 

close margin.116  Van Zandt’s moral views and his views of Christianity again seemed to 

influence his argument in this case.  It was better to accept someone’s views on 

weapons, than to force an individual to do something they clearly deemed wrong 

according to their beliefs. 

 Van Zandt was involved in the discussion over what type of vote was to be used 

by the people in elections.  He supported vote by ballot while other parties supported a 

vote by viva voce or word of mouth, and still others wanted to add the words “until the 

Legislature shall otherwise direct.”  Van Zandt spoke out against the idea of “word of 

mouth” voting, claiming that as Texas grew so would its commerce and manufacturing. 

As business interests grew so would the desire to manipulate the vote, and “word of 

mouth” voting left the door open to such manipulation, more so than “ballot voting” 

because of the lack of anonymity.  Van Zandt’s abilities held him in good stead, and the 

motion to keep the wording “vote by ballot” and remove the rest passed.117  He also 

supported arbitration, and it was later incorporated into the Constitution. 

 Another section of the General Provisions was the Homestead Law.  Van Zandt 

as chairman of the Committee on General Provisions was rumored to be one of the 

authors of the Homestead Law.  His son Khleber Miller Van Zandt mentioned the law in 

his memoirs and wrote, “This law, which is peculiar to Texas, has survived the many 
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changes that the Texas Constitution has since undergone.”118  Van Zandt’s wife 

mentioned the law in her “Reminiscences,” writing that the first house that the Van 

Zandt family owned in Texas, in Harrison County, was where the Homestead Law was 

conceived.119  In truth, Van Zandt was not the original author of the Homestead 

Exemption Law, and it is impossible that he was a main force for making it a part of the 

Constitution during the Convention of 1845.  Louis P. Cooke, a representative of 

Brazoria County, introduced the original Homestead Exemption Law during the Third 

Congress of the Republic of Texas.120  Van Zandt did support the idea of protection of 

the homestead, but he was one of fourteen who voted against the measure, being 

outspoken about the part of the law that said the land could not be sold by the husband 

without his wife’s approval.  Van Zandt was on the losing side, and the measure was 

adopted.121   

 Taxation was a hot topic in Texas, and Van Zandt debated the issue with his 

usual thoroughness and skill.  He supported the levying of ad valorem taxes, “stating 

that he believed it necessary to ‘fix in the Constitution a principle which shall determine 

the basis upon which all taxes are to be levied.’” 122 In further discussions, Van Zandt 

wrote the part of the section that stated: “All property in this state shall be taxed in 

proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed by law, except such property as 
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two-thirds of the Legislature may think proper to exempt from taxation.”123  After more 

discussion, the amendment was adopted by a vote of 34 to 20.124 

 Directly linked to taxation was the subject of banking, and Texas at this point 

was very nervous about the idea of banking.  The financial panic of 1837 had left its 

mark on the state.  Isaac Van Zandt’s son, Khleber Miller Van Zandt, would be a 

mainstay of Texas banking in the years to come, but in 1845 Isaac Van Zandt was very 

much against the idea of a bank.  In a speech he gave to the Convention he said, “I am 

opposed to banking upon general principals; but at the same time I am willing to 

confess that perhaps the time may arise in the history of the country, when the best 

public interest may demand the charter of an institution of some kind, with banking 

privileges.”125  Moving ahead of his time, Isaac Van Zandt properly predicted the future.  

Years later K. M. Van Zandt saw the need for a banking institution and he became 

instrumental in making that idea a reality, moving it to the national level. 

 Slaves were also a hot topic in Texas, especially the debate over how they 

should be handled and punished.  A fellow delegate, John Hemphill, suggested a 

substitute for the second section of the General Provisions Committee’s report on 

slaves.126  It read, “The Legislature shall provide by Law, for the punishment of 

offences committed by slaves; but they shall have no power to deprive them of an 

impartial trial.”  Van Zandt opposed this substitution saying,  

I shall oppose the motion.  I believe that humanity and every other 
consideration requires that we should secure to our slaves a proper trial.  
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A simple provision in the Constitution, that they shall have an impartial 
trial, leaves it entirely open; and I believe we had better say nothing upon 
the subject at all.  I believe that the only way to secure them an impartial 
trial is the ordinary course in the District Court.  I have lately witnessed a 
case in my own county: six or seven slaves were accused of murder, and 
four of them were brought up for trial and convicted, and three were 
executed.  I believe that the affect upon the negroes was fourfold greater 
than it would have been, if they had been taken up by the citizens and 
executed without going through the ordinary forms of trial.  I believe this 
provision a good one; it is one which is in force at the present in this 
country, and one which I hope will not be changed127 
 

He also said, 

I have seen cases, for I was raised in a slave country, where slaves have 
been arrested upon a slight rumor—convicted upon testimony which 
would not have been sufficient in the case of a white man, and executed.  
Everyone knows how easy it is to get up these reports against slaves.  
Although we have provided that various courts may be established, we do 
not know whether the Legislature will establish even county courts.  They 
may adopt a system by every planter may have half his slaves swept off.  
In cases of murder and arson, at least, slaves ought to be entitled, for the 
benefit of the slaves holder himself, to a fair trial in the District Court.128 

 
Van Zandt advocated trials for slaves believing that the impact of a trial on a 

person outweighed the impact of a mere lynching.  He wanted the law to be 

specific so that when slaves were accused they had the right to a trial and an 

investigation would be conducted.  This helped the slaves by giving them 

marginal status as human beings. 

 Van Zandt took part in two more major debates before the end of the 

Convention of 1845.  One dealt with citizenship and the second with colonization 

contracts.  He spoke at length on citizenship, saying that not all citizens of the Republic 

could automatically become citizens of the United States when Texas officially became a 
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state.  He claimed there were three kinds of citizens: those who came to Texas from 

the United States, those born in Texas to Americans or native-born Texans, and those 

who emigrated from a foreign country and became naturalized citizens of Texas.  While 

the first two groups would become citizens of the United States, he said that the 

problem was with the last type of citizens.  If one looked at the naturalization laws, 

then they would see that the Convention did not have the power to make citizens.129 

 He also spoke out against the issue of colonization contracts, declaring them 

unconstitutional and void.  The reason he gave was “it would render the settlers already 

introduced dissatisfied because it would devolve upon future legislation to say whether 

their claim should be ratified; and that future emigration to that portion of the country 

would be hung up.”130  Van Zandt was saying that colonization contracts were old law 

and would cause problems when new legislation was introduced, because the older 

legislation would have to be consulted, amended, or dissolved first.  This would cause 

problems for a growing community that did not want to be hampered by old legislation.  

So Van Zandt suggested that the contractors should present their claims to the court.  

If they had fulfilled their contracts to the best of their ability, then they should be 

compensated.  He also said that those people who had come to Texas believing they 

would receive land for their services had been unfairly treated.  If an amendment was 

passed that said all those who were in Texas when the Constitution was accepted 

would have guaranteed rights, then the contractors could go to court and prove their 

                                                 
129 Speech of Van Zandt in Weeks, Debates, 577; Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van 

Zandt,” 86-87. 
130 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 87. 



 48

claims, and this would eliminate any possible interference with vested interests or the 

Federal Constitution.131   

 After these debates, Van Zandt could say that his participation in the 

Constitutional Convention of 1845 allowed him to leave his mark on the newest state in 

the Union.  He had a hand in almost every major new legislation created by the 

Convention, from the state seal to slavery, probate courts, taxation, citizenship, etc.  

Van Zandt had accomplished a lot for the development of the state of Texas.  He must 

have been relieved when he went home to Marshall and his law practice after the 

Convention adjourned on August 8, 1845.132 

 Van Zandt remained out of public affairs, choosing to practice law in Marshall, 

until friends convinced him to run for governor in 1847.133  He began his run for 

governor in San Augustine in June 1847, where he spoke to a large crowd.  On June 21 

he spoke at Shelbyville and told his wife in a letter dated June 22, 1847, that he 

believed things were going well and that his only tough opponent was rumored to be 

James B. Miller, a fellow lawyer and signer of the Declaration for Texas 

Independence.134 

 Van Zandt was positive about his chances, but not everyone was behind him. A 

paper that supported Van Zandt was the Soda Lake Herald, which said, “but to our 

satisfaction we find, he discharged his duty as a public servant, at home and abroad, 

and delivered back the power he received, unimpaired, with honor to himself, and 

                                                 
131 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 87-88; speech of Van Zandt in Weeks, 

Debates, 619-622. 
132 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 88. 
133 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 89; see also Lipscomb, “Reminiscences”, 7. 
134 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 1,067. 
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unbounded satisfaction to the government he represented.”135  After his formal 

nomination as a candidate for governor in Jefferson, the (Clarksville) Northern 

Standard, June 23, 1847, spoke unfavorably of him and his platform.  “Mr. Van Zandt’s 

speech was a combination of a great many schemes for the public welfare, which 

perhaps, he appreciates higher than we do; and a recapitulation of what he considers 

his public services, which he probably values, also, something higher than we do; so we 

will not say much about them.”  The Northern Standard was obviously not in favor of 

Van Zandt, but supported George Tyler Wood, a hero of the Texas war with Mexico.136  

The August 14, 1847, edition contained an article which stated “that the quality 

mentioned by the San Augustine Shield that ‘in society Mr. Van Zandt has the happy 

faculty of pleasing,’ had failed him here.”  Later in the same article the paper attacked 

Van Zandt’s changing politics by asking, “whether it was true that he was first a 

Democrat, second a Whig, and now again a Democrat.” 

 An article from the Huntsville Banner summarized Van Zandt’s platform, which 

centered on three issues: “the payment of the public debt through the sale of public 

land, the division of the state, and the erection of a penitentiary.”  Van Zandt proposed 

selling the public domain to the United States for fifteen million dollars immediately 

before they discovered it was worthless and backed out of the deal.137  Jesse J. 

Robinson, a farmer, legislator, and another candidate for governor, attacked Van 

                                                 
135 Northern Standard, August 14, 1847. 
136 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 1,058.  See also Ralph A. Wooster, “Early Texas 

Politics: The Henderson Administration,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 73 (Oct. 1969), 188. 
137 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 93. 
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Zandt’s position on the sale of the public domain in a speech reported in the (Houston) 

Telegraph and Texas Register.  He said, 

The Western people are too shrewd not to understand the project of Mr. 
Van Zandt.  They would be very willing to sell the lands, if the West, that 
has done so much fighting to secure them, could get its proper share of 
the proceeds; but if the lands are sold immediately and Mr. Van Zandt’s 
proposition to divide the state is carried into effect, the eastern section 
which outnumbers the west five to one, will take the lions’s share of the 
profits.  The eastern section will claim about five-sixths of the money and 
leave the poor West to scratch and hobble on with the extra burthen of a 
new State Government, and no resources, but heavy taxation to sustain it.  
This proposition of Mr. Van Zandt reminds us of the Fox who lost his tail 
by a trap.  He was mightily ashamed at first, but soon concluded to trust 
his oratorical powers, and persuade his neighbors to cut off their tails.  
The ‘green uns’ were about to be caught by his argument, but an old 
Reynard explained the object of the tailless gentleman, and all the rest 
turned tail against him.  Now the eastern part of the State has nearly all 
been taken up by settlers, while the vacant lands are nearly all in the 
West.  If the State is to be divided, will the Western people be such fools 
as to give up all their vacant lands to build up a State in the east?  They 
have ‘seen the elephant,’ and Mr. Van Zandt and his political hobbies, will 
share the fate of the tailless Fox in the fable.138 
 

 On September 25, 1847, The Northern Standard published an article comparing 

Wood to Van Zandt.  The paper supported Wood and analyzed Van Zandt’s 

weaknesses. It claimed he was merely a politician and nothing more.  It also said that 

he was all talk, expounding upon his great political deeds and positions, but there was 

no substance to back it up.  In spite of the obvious greater strength of support for 

Wood in the papers, Van Zandt remained optimistic, sending letters to his wife writing, 

“his prospects were good.”139 

                                                 
138 (Houston) Telegraph and Texas Register, September 23, 1847; Tyler et al, eds., New 

Handbook of Texas, 5: 626. See also Isaac Van Zandt’s Letters, 1835-1847 (Typescript. n.d., in 
possession of Mrs. Jane S. Cranz), specifically one dated August 22 from Washington County in which, 
Van Zandt mentions the sale of public lands and a debate with Col. Wood. 

139 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 95-96. 
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 Van Zandt’s always wavering health came back to haunt him when he reached 

Houston in October during a yellow fever epidemic.  In his campaign for governor, Van 

Zandt traveled extensively on horseback, and this left him in a weakened and 

susceptible condition.  He contracted yellow fever and was unable to fight the infection.  

Historian William S. Speer wrote in his Encyclopedia of the New West about Van Zandt 

that “He died at about two o’clock, Monday morning, October 10, 1847, after an illness 

of ten or twelve days, aged thirty-four years and three months.”140  He had received 

only the care of strangers, since he was too far from home for his family to get to him 

in time.  As a member of the Masonic order, his brethren attended to him during his 

illness and buried him in Houston with both Masonic and religious ceremonies.141 

 Many people remembered Isaac Van Zandt, commenting after his death on 

everything from his apparent good looks to his moral character and strong Christian 

values.  In life he was considered an attractive young man and he probably had to beat 

the women off of him with a stick, politely of course.  One biographer recalled,    

In person he was above the average stature, erect and well proportioned.  
His head was covered with abundant locks, that were as black as the 
raven’s plumage.  His face was comely and attractive in a marked degree; 
his dark gray eyes sparkled with intelligence, and his look habitually wore 
the impress of frankness and benignity.  His carriage was easy, graceful 
and dignified, and his manners were urbane and courteous.  In a word, 
none could come near him and not feel that they were in the presence of 
a true gentleman.142 
 

                                                 
140 Cawlfield, “The Public Career of Isaac Van Zandt,” 96-97; William S. Speer, Encyclopedia of 

the New West, ed. John Henry Brown (Marshall: The United States Biographical Publishing Co., 1881), 
92; Also see Royal T. Wheeler to Mrs. Van Zandt, Oct. 20, 1847, from Galveston, in Isaac Van Zandt 
Letters, 1835-1847. 

141 Speer, Encyclopedia of the New West, 92. 
142 Brown, Indian Wars, 513.  See Figure 2, which is a rendering of Van Zandt. 
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The newspapers had ridiculed him during his race for governor for being a “gentleman”, 

but his behavior was contrary to the stereotypical behavior of a gentleman. He had no 

use for pomp and ceremony, and he merely participated in such affairs to be agreeable.  

While in Washington, in a letter to his wife dated December 29, 1842, he discussed a 

presidential social function to which he had been invited.  “I am invited and suppose 

must attend though I confess I have less taste for these things than I ever had before--

-I have attended some private parties but they are not pleasant to me---too much 

parade and formality prevails to render them pleasant to a plain log-cabin Texan as I 

am.” 

 Van Zandt had a stronger claim to being a great man in his own right because of 

all he had done for Texas.  A prominent religious leader of Texas, Rufus C. Burleson 

said,  

The name of Isaac Vanzandt, like a pure, unclouded star, shines 
resplendent.  As a patriot, a profound statesman and a diplomatist, he 
had few equals and no superiors.  To him Texas is largely indebted for her 
timely and auspicious annexation in 1845 to the United States. 

When the enemies of Texas were seeking to blacken her fame and bran 
her as an asylum for runaways, thieves and robbers, the great Vanzandt 
appeared at Washington City as Charge d’Affaires from Texas.  His 
commanding person, his open frank countenance, beaming with 
intelligence, attracted the attention and excited the admiration of every 
beholder, while his profound statesmanship enabled him to grapple with 
the mightiest diplomats of the Old and the New World.  And, like another 
Atlas, he bore on his shoulders the Lone Star of Texas, fixed her forever in 
the galaxy of States, no longer as the Lone Star, but the bright star of the 
American Union. 
 

Another famous Texan and a roommate to Van Zandt during the Convention of 1845, 

Robert Emmet Bledsoe Baylor said of him, “I never knew a more conscientious, upright 
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Christian statesman.”143  The October 14, 1847, edition of the [Houston] Telegraph and 

Texas Register contained an article lamenting the death of Isaac Van Zandt and saying 

that all of the stores and shops were closed for the funeral, which was well attended by 

many important people.  A similar sentiment would be echoed almost a century later in 

Fort Worth papers, when the funeral of Isaac Van Zandt’s son, Khleber Miller Van Zandt 

occurred, because both men were regarded as great Texans.   

Isaac Van Zandt was not a vibrant military leader, nor a great captain of 

industry.  He was a man who did the best he could to fulfill the duties of the positions 

that he accepted, and along the way he became a respected statesmen and remained a 

loving father and husband.  Isaac Van Zandt was a quiet steady force that helped to 

shape Texas at the very beginning of its life as a state, and his accomplishments 

though not readily noticeable are still around and can be seen if one looks hard enough.  

Van Zandt carved his name into Texas history by doing what he thought was needed.  

He served in the Fifth and Sixth Congresses of the Republic of Texas with distinction, 

and he made a name for himself.  He was an avid supporter of Houston and that most 

likely played a part in his appointment as chargé d’affaires to the United States.  During 

his tenure in Washington, Van Zandt laid the groundwork for the annexation of Texas.  

Upon his return, he served in the Constitutional Convention of 1845 and helped to 

create the framework for the Texas Constitution.  Finally, Van Zandt made a run for 

governor, but due to ill health he died before the election was finished.  He left behind 

a wife who would live into the twentieth century, and five children who would follow 

                                                 
143 Georgia J. Burleson, comp., The Life and Writings of Rufus C. Burleson (Baylor, Texas: 

privately published, 1901), 712. 
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their father’s example of strong faith and a good work ethic.  Khleber Miller Van Zandt 

is the most notable example of Isaac Van Zandt’s children, for his life’s work came to 

equal and perhaps surpass his father’s, but on a smaller scale.  Where Isaac Van Zandt 

helped to build Texas, Khleber Miller Van Zandt was going to help build one of its great 

cities. 

 

Figure 2.  A rendering of Isaac Van Zandt. 
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CHAPTER 3  

SON OF THE STATESMAN 

 Historian Sandra L. Myres wrote, “K. M. Van Zandt was not the hard-shooting, 

hard-fighting, hard-drinking, hard-talking Texan of myth and legend.  Rather, he was 

one of the quiet men who built homes, plowed the land, engaged in business, promoted 

towns and cities, opened schools, and enforced law and order.” This quote is perhaps 

the best summary of the man who was nicknamed the ”first citizen of Fort Worth.” 144  

Khleber Miller Van Zandt was instrumental in spurring the growth and later prosperity of 

the city of Fort Worth and could be considered one of the first patriarchs of the city. A 

reviewer of Van Zandt’s autobiography, Force Without Fanfare, described Van Zandt as 

“ a transitional figure in history that witnessed the emergence of modern Texas from 

events following the Texas Revolution.”145  He became well regarded through his hard 

work and dedication to the city.  He made his mark first as an entrepreneur, then as a 

politician, school promoter, and faithful church member.  He helped start the first 

successful newspaper, began one of the city’s oldest banks, and helped bring in the first 

railroad, all while maintaining a large family.  He was considered a great man, generous 

to a fault, but stern and disciplined.  He was loved by many and hated by very few.  He 

lived a full life, passing away at the age of ninety-three, and was a great family 

patriarch, leaving behind more than sixty-nine descendants, including children, grand-

                                                 
144Van Zandt, Force without Fanfare, 177; see also Avery Luvere Carlson, A Monetary and 

Banking History of Texas (Fort Worth: The Fort Worth National Bank, 1930), introduction. 
145Diana Kleiner, “Review of Force Without Fanfare by K. M. Van Zandt edited and annot. by 

Sandra L. Myres,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly 100 (1996) : 124-125. 
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children, and great-grand children146.  He was an exceptional example among Texas 

pioneers, both for his dedication to his community and to his family, just as his father 

Isaac Van Zandt had been. 

The interesting life that Van Zandt led influenced him to become one of the most 

respected members of his community, and his story deserves to be told.  In discussing 

his life and trying to decipher the influences that made him who he would become, 

several questions must be answered.  Why did he do all the things that he did?  During 

the first few years of his residence in Fort Worth Van Zandt said, “My business was 

prospering, and I had the opportunity of becoming a wealthy man; but I was interested 

in other values before money.  Fort Worth was growing, and there was much to be 

done.”147 What was it about Fort Worth that led Van Zandt to believe that it was a 

worthwhile investment, in both time and money?  He became a part of a core group of 

men who helped develop many of the institutions that made up a successful 

community, including the church, newspaper, school, and most especially the bank.  At 

the present time little evidence is left of his presence in Fort Worth, beyond some 

historical markers and the Van Zandt Cottage.  So why is it that virtually no one 

remembers this ‘first citizen of Fort Worth’?  As stated previously, Van Zandt was not 

focused on making money and he did not appear to have been motivated by the need 

for fame.  Fort Worth became the focus of Van Zandt’s attention and benefited highly 

from it.  These questions are essential, and must be explored further to understand the 

complicated character of Van Zandt. 

                                                 
146 Fort Worth Record-Telegram Morning Edition, 20 March 1930. 
147 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 123. 
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Van Zandt’s father, Isaac Van Zandt, died a statesman and well-respected 

member of the community, both at home in Marshall and among his fellow statesmen.  

He left behind his wife and five children, because the youngest child Isaac died before 

the end of the year.  Khleber Miller Van Zandt and his brothers and sisters were left 

without their father.  However, he had done a lot to make sure that they were cared 

for, by securing the land they lived on for them.148  He had also set an example for 

them by the way he lived and worked.  He maintained firm beliefs that never wavered 

throughout his life, and this strength was passed onto his children, especially his son, 

Khleber Miller, or K. M. 

 Khleber Miller Van Zandt was undoubtedly the most successful of Isaac Van 

Zandt’s five children, but he had four other siblings who also did well for themselves.  

Louisa Van Zandt, the oldest child of Isaac Van Zandt and Frances Cook Lipscomb, 

married Jeremiah M. Clough, who died at the Battle of Fort Donelson during the Civil 

War, fighting as a lieutenant colonel alongside Van Zandt in the 7th Texas Infantry of 

the Confederacy.149  K. M. Van Zandt was the second child.  His brother, Isaac Lycurgus 

Van Zandt, was the third child, and he married Sara Ellen Henderson.  Isaac Lycurgus 

became the second member of the family to reach Fort Worth, and he became a 

prominent doctor in the community.  Frances Cooke Van Zandt was the fourth child, 

and she married E.J. Beall, a prominent doctor in Fort Worth who ran a successful 

                                                 
148 In Isaac Van Zandt’s will he left one fourth of his assets and property to his wife and the rest 

to his children.  Also he was explicit that his wife was to control everything.  Located in the Van Zandt 
Family Collection. 

149Bill Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A” 
(Typescript, n.d. in possession of Jane Sloan Cranz), letter #22; for original see K. M. Van Zandt to 
Louisa Van Zandt, Oct. 5, 1862, Van Zandt Family Collection. 
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practice with Dr. William P. Burts, the first mayor of Fort Worth, and Dr. Julian T. Field, 

the first president of the district’s medical examining board.150  Finally, the youngest 

surviving child, Ida Van Zandt, married James J. Jarvis in 1866.  Jarvis had served in 

the Confederate army in the 10th Texas Cavalry and after the war lived in Quitman in 

Wood County, where he served as a county judge.  He moved to Fort Worth in 1872 

with his wife Ida, and he continued to practice law and was elected district attorney of 

the sixth judicial district.  Jarvis also served as a member of the Texas Senate in the 

twentieth and twenty-first legislatures in 1887 and 1889.  Upon his arrival in Fort 

Worth, Jarvis made many real estate investments and those investments yielded profit.  

He used his new wealth in many philanthropic ways, such as donating to and serving as 

a founder and charter member on the board of directors for Texas Christian University 

(TCU) as well as its predecessor, Add-Ran Christian University.  He also financed the 

building of the First Christian Church, where his brother-in-law Khleber Miller served as 

president of the board for over twenty years. His wife, Ida Van Zandt Jarvis, donated 

money to fund the education of ministers at Add-Ran and donated a sizable endowment 

to TCU, where she served on the advisory board and was the first woman trustee.  She 

provided money for the school of domestic science at TCU and the Jarvis Dormitory is 

named for her and her husband.  Finally, Ida helped organize the Fort Worth YWCA in 

1906. 151  All of Isaac Van Zandt’s children, with the exception of Louisa Van Zandt, had 

multiple offspring and remained financially viable throughout their lives.  All five 

children lived well past their eightieth year, with some living almost to the age of one 
                                                 

150 George Plunkett Red, The Medicine Man in Texas (Houston: Standard Printing & Lithographing 
Co., 1930), 307-309. 

151 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 3: 912. 
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hundred.152  K. M. Van Zandt lived to the age of ninety-three, and he became the most 

prominent of the five siblings as a result of his efforts in Fort Worth. 

 After the death of their father, the children relied on their mother, the former 

Frances Cooke Lipscomb, to support them.  She was able to keep their property and 

assets viable, which was impressive given the fact that she was a single mother of five 

children living on the Texas frontier.  According to her biography in Annie Doom 

Pickrell’s Pioneer Women of Texas, she maintained her home in Marshall until well after 

the Civil War, and she was president of the Soldiers Aid Society of Marshall during the 

war.153  When her children reached the proper age, they all attended college in 

Franklin, Tennessee, where their mother had relatives.  K. M. Van Zandt graduated with 

honors, giving his salutatorian speech completely in Latin.154   

 Upon returning home, Van Zandt helped his mother by working in the local dry 

goods store in Marshall, and he helped to organize the local Christian Church.  He also 

later worked to secure deeds for the right of way for the Vicksburg, Shreveport and 

Texas Railway Company in Louisiana.  The Southern Pacific Railroad Company, a 

predecessor of Texas and Pacific Railway Company formerly known as the Texas 

Western Railroad Company, had laid track between Marshall and Swanson’s Landing on 

Caddo Lake prior to the Civil War. The line was taken up during the war and re-laid to 

Waskom, where it formed a connection to the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Railway 

                                                 
152 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 181-184.  A short genealogy is here giving the birth and 

death dates of the siblings and their spouses, and listing their children.  See also Figure 3, a picture of K. 
M. Van Zandt, his siblings and their mother, Frances Cooke Lipscomb taken around 1903. 

153 Annie Doom Pickrell, Pioneer Women of Texas (Austin: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1970), 473. 
154 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 61; Bill Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: While a 

student at Franklin College, Nashville, Tennessee to his mother” (Typescript, n.d. in possession of Jane 
Sloan Cranz), letter #32. 
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Company, establishing a line from Marshall to Shreveport, Louisiana.  The Southern 

Pacific was later sold to the Texas Pacific Railroad Company in March of 1872.155  This 

experience would serve him well when he worked to bring the railroad to Fort Worth.  

Finally, following in the footsteps of his father, Van Zandt studied law and passed the 

bar in Marshall, where he practiced until the outbreak of the Civil War.156 

 

Figure 3.  A picture of the Van Zandt family, circa 1903.  Top: left to right, Isaac 
Lycurgus Van Zandt, Francis Cooke Van Zandt, Khleber Miller Van Zandt.  Bottom: left 

to right, Ida Van Zandt, Francis Cooke Lipscomb Van Zandt, Louisa Van Zandt. 
 
 

                                                 
155 Tyler, et. al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 444-445. 
156 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 65-67. 
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In his autobiography, Force Without Fanfare, Van Zandt discusses several times 

the idea of slavery.  Through his actions before and after the Civil War, Van Zandt 

showed that he was not a stereotypical white southern slave owner.  He did own many 

slaves, but he treated them with some modicum of respect.  During the Civil War, Van 

Zandt owned at least sixteen slaves.  The slave who was with him during the war, Jack, 

later sent Van Zandt a letter in Fort Worth.  Van Zandt and his former slave had 

separated after the war, and Jack went north, where he started a family and business.  

Jack arrived in Fort Worth soon after his letter and told the rest of the household staff 

that they would do what he said, since he was there to serve Van Zandt personally.  

Van Zandt told his former slave to go home to his family.  Upon being told by Jack that 

his family did not expect him back, Van Zandt suggested that he either return home to 

them or have them come to Fort Worth.  Jack sent for his family and he remained with 

Van Zandt for many years.157   

Another slave owned by the Van Zandt family before the Civil War was a man 

named Manuel Bryant.  He later married a woman who already had children, and he 

soon had children of his own.  Bryant wrote to Van Zandt and asked for help, and Van 

Zandt sent for him and his family and put them to work on a new bit of property he had 

purchased, which is outside of present day Saginaw, Texas.158  After Bryant’s children 

had grown and left, his wife left him and he became an alcoholic.  Van Zandt still paid 

him to work the land and even paid Bryant’s funeral expenses when he died.  Van 

                                                 
157 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 135-36, 136n.  See 136n for a short excerpt of an 

interview between Myres and Alice Williams, a daughter of Van Zandt, where she recounts Jack’s arrival 
to their home. 

158 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 137n.  At present the Cranz family owns the remaining 
acreage.   
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Zandt’s treatment of his slaves and later his servants made him different from the 

stereotypical white slave owners of the South.  He did not practice corporal 

punishment, nor did he abuse his slaves.  He treated them like friends, and some like 

Jack and Manuel Bryant continued to serve their former master for the rest of their lives 

as servants.159 

 Van Zandt volunteered to fight against the Union and earned the respect of his 

fellow Confederates.  Also, he gained the title that would be with him for the rest of his 

life, that of major.  He said the following about the Civil War:  

I was never an advocate of slavery, and slavery was not the direct cause 
of the Civil War.  War came because the North was getting too strong.  
The northern states imposed on the South in different matters.  To show 
that it was not slavery that caused the War, in my company of 100 young 
men that I carried into the army, not more than 25 per cent were 
interested in the question.  At least 75 per cent had no interest in the 
question and didn’t own any slaves.  It was the invasion by the North that 
fired the South.160 
 

In fact, Van Zandt owned at least sixteen slaves himself, which was more than any 

other officer.  Also, his Company D had the highest amount of slave owners at 16 

percent, more than any other company in the 7th Texas.161 

Van Zandt’s wartime activities began 1861, when he signed up as a part of a 

militia company called “Bass’s Grays,” initially organized by Captain Frederick S. Bass.162  

Van Zandt was elected second lieutenant, while his brother-in-law Jeremiah M. Clough 

                                                 
159 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 136-137.  
160 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 79; See also Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: 

Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” for information about Van Zandt’s life during the Civil War.  
161 Velkommen til 7th Texas Infantry Reeactors online, “Historical Information,” 

http://www.7thtexas.info/in_english_index.htm. 
162 See his commission as Captain of Bass’s Grays signed by Governor Edward Clark, August 21, 

1861, Van Zandt Family Collection.   
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and his brother Isaac Lycurgus Van Zandt joined as privates. According to Van Zandt in 

Force Without Fanfare, so many men wanted to join the company that they split into 

two companies.163  Van Zandt became captain of the original company from Marshall, 

which mustered into the 7th Texas Infantry, commanded by Col. John Gregg, as 

Company D.164  Clough served as lieutenant colonel of the 7th Texas, while Isaac 

Lycurgus Van Zandt remained a private in his older brother’s company.  Bass would 

later enlist as captain of Company E, known as the Marshall Guards, in the 1st Texas 

Infantry of Hood’s Brigade.165  Upon reaching Tennessee, Gregg’s regiment was placed 

in a brigade under the command of General Lloyd Tilghman. 

Van Zandt served in both Mississippi and Tennessee, and he was taken prisoner 

when Fort Donelson surrendered.166  During the battle, his brother-in-law, J.M. Clough, 

was shot through the head.  In a letter to his sister, dated October 5, 1862, Van Zandt 

informed her of the details of her husband’s death.  The letter was written after his 

release from the prison camp Johnson’s Island.  Isaac Lycurgus, Van Zandt’s younger 

brother who was also at the battle of Fort Donelson, referred to the death of Clough in 

his 1926 memoir regarding the war, entitled “Going to War”.167  Van Zandt was 

                                                 
163 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 77-8; also see France Terry Ingmire, Service Records of 

the Texas Confederate Soldier, Vol. 1 (St. Louis: Ingmire Publications, 1983), 82, 98. 
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166 United States Department of War, Compiled Service Records, Confederate States of America: 
K. M. Van Zandt (Microfilm in Fort Worth Public Library, Fort Worth, TX). The capture of Fort Donelson on 
the Cumberland River and the earlier capture of Fort Henry on the Tennessee River gave Ulysses S Grant 
his first major victories in February of 1862.  See Mark Mayo Boatner, Civil War Dictionary, Rev. Ed. (New 
York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1988), 394-397, for more information on the capture of Fort Donelson. 

167 Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” see letters 
#16 & #22.  For the original version of letter #22, see K. M. Van Zandt to Louisa Van Zandt, Oct. 5, 
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exchanged in the late summer of 1862, and when he reported to Tilghman in 

Mississippi he and another man, W.H. Moody, who were of the same rank and seniority, 

drew lots to decide who would be a lieutenant colonel and who would be a major.  Van 

Zandt drew the lot for major.168   

During his time in the army, Van Zandt suffered from illness on at least three 

different occasions.  On one occasion when he was ill his family sent him a slave to care 

for him.  While a prisoner held by the Union on Johnson’s Island, his slave, named Jack, 

was with him when he was again ill and would not leave his side, saying he would much 

rather serve his master than work in the prison hospital.  In a letter written after Van 

Zandt’s prisoner exchange, he mentioned that he had not see Jack since they left Camp 

Chase.169  In June 1864, he was also ill when his resignation was approved.170  There 

are letters that chronicle his return home due to disability.  For example, there is a 

letter Van Zandt wrote to Brigadier General William R. Boggs, requesting that he look 

into the matter of Van Zandt’s request for a leave of absence.171  There is a second 

letter from the senior surgeon of the post, dated May 24, 1864, certifying that Van 

Zandt was unfit for duty.172  Finally in a letter written by Van Zandt to John H. Reagan, 

who was the Confederate postmaster and later a United States senator after the Civil 

                                                                                                                                                             
1862, Van Zandt Family Collection; also see I.L. Van Zandt, “Going to War” (Typescript, 1926, In 
possession of Jane Sloan Cranz), 4. 

168 Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” letter #25 
dated Nov. 1862.  See also Compiled Service Records: K. M. Van Zandt. 

169 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 83, 91-3; also see Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van 
Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” letter #18;  Boatner, Civil War Dictionary, 117, 439. 

170 Compiled Service Records: K. M. Van Zandt. 
171 Boatner, Civil War Dictionary, 71. 
172 Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” letters #49 

and 50.  For the complete version of letter #49, see the “Private Letters” collection, Van Zandt Family 
Collection. 
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War, Van Zandt asked for Reagan’s help to push through either his resignation or his 

request for transfer.  He stated that during the first Kentucky campaign, he had 

contracted an illness, which became chronic while he was a prisoner of war.173   

In poor health, Van Zandt left the army and returned home to Marshall by 1864, 

when he became a Confederate tax collector.  He then returned to his civilian roots by 

helping Marshall to survive the effects of the Civil War.  After General Robert E. Lee’s 

surrender, Union forces began to arrive in Texas.  Van Zandt, in spite of being a 

Confederate, was asked to help the Union officials in charge by assisting the soldier 

assigned to Marshall with tax collection.  Later, when the man was reassigned, Van 

Zandt was asked to take over the position.174  By the late summer of 1865, Van Zandt 

resigned from his position and in the company of four other men headed west to fulfill 

his dream.  While in school, Van Zandt had written often about how he wanted to 

journey west, as opposed to staying in Marshall and practicing the legal profession.175 

As Van Zandt and his companions traveled west, through what is today central 

Texas, they stopped at Indian villages for both shelter and some supplies.  However, 

further west the villages became sparse and the distances were greater between them.  

As they continued, the men with Van Zandt began to lose interest in their travels and 

Van Zandt was forced to continue his journey alone.  He wrote, “One by one they said, 

                                                 
173 Boatner, Civil War Dictionary, 682-683.   
174 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 109; Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: Major, 

Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” letter #52.  The letter is from Van Zandt in his capacity as acting Agent 
of the United States Treasury, dated Aug. 14, 1865, and he gives certification for an order allowing a 
shipment of cotton bales to be moved; see also Randolph B. Campbell, A Southern Community in Crisis 
(Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1983), 219, for more information regarding the situation in 
Marshall immediately following the Civil War. 

175 Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: While a Student at Franklin College, Nashville, 
Tennessee to his Mother, 1852-1859” (Typescript, n.d., in possession of Jane Sloan Cranz).  There are 
numerous mentions of Van Zandt’s desire to move west. 
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‘You are going too far’, and they turned back.  I rode on alone until I reached Fort 

Worth, 180 miles from Marshall.”176 

Van Zandt got his first good look at Fort Worth in August 1865, and to him it was 

a “sad and gloomy picture.”  He described Fort Worth in his memoirs as follows: 

The town had been laid out according to the general style, with a square 
in the center and stores surrounding it.  A courthouse had been started in 
1860.  The rock walls had been built up as high as the first story, and 
there the work had stopped.  The very looks of those walls accentuated 
the picture of desolation.  The deserted officers’ quarters were still 
standing on the northeast side of the square, and the parade ground was 
still to be seen.  On the south and west sides of the square there were a 
few business houses, some of them of stone or brick and two-stories high.  
All of them had the shelves empty and the doors locked.  

The town had lost much of its former population due to the War.  The 
young men had nearly all gone into the Confederate Army.  Many of them 
had fallen on the field of battle, and those who had returned home had 
fallen prey to the apathy of the old men who remained at home and 
became weary with four long years of watching and waiting.  I think there 
were not over 250 people—counting men, women, and children.  There 
were many more houses than there were people to occupy them.  The 
business life of the town consisted of a blacksmith shop owned by the 
King brothers, a flour mill owned by a Mr. Mock, a shoe cobbler’s shop, 
and possibly one other store of some kind.  The town could not boast of a 
post office.  Not even a saloon was here then.177 

  
He thus paints a depressing picture of a town that would grow to become a prosperous 

city.  He stayed with a friend and learned all he could about the little community, and 

decided that he saw potential there and wanted to stay and grow with the town.  Since 

his friend was leaving soon, Van Zandt decided to rent the man’s house.  It was located 

                                                 
176 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 111.  
177Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 113.  
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on the corner of Fifth and Commerce streets, which is in the middle of downtown Fort 

Worth today, replaced by office buildings.178     

He quickly proceeded home after making arrangements to have transportation 

for his family and things.  Van Zandt had married a woman by the name of Minerva 

Peete on April 9, 1857, in Marshall after he returned home from school in Tennessee.179  

By the time Van Zandt decided to move to Fort Worth in 1865, the couple had three 

children.  The trip took longer than it normally would because all three children came 

down with measles and had to be tended, but they survived.  They traveled as far as 

Deckman (it was renamed Grand Prairie in 1873), where Van Zandt left his wife and 

children at a relative’s home and continued to Fort Worth.180   

Van Zandt decided that it was not feasible to open a law practice in Fort Worth. 

Since he had experience in selling merchandise, he decided that a general store would 

be much more practical.  Given the fact that Fort Worth had so few merchants, this 

would have been the wisest decision given the circumstances.  Soon after settling his 

family in their Fort Worth home in December of 1865, he went on his first buying trip, 

which took him to New York.  Two letters of introduction to merchants in New York 

were found in the Van Zandt Family Collection at Southwest Collections, Texas Tech.  

After a period of time, Van Zandt’s general store was doing well and he bought a large 

parcel of land downtown near his first property, which was surrounded by Houston, 

                                                 
178 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 114-115. 
179 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 72.  An announcement for the marriage appeared in the 

April 11, 1857 issue of the Texas Republican; marriage records for Harrison County confirm the marriage, 
but on April 19, 1857, and Van Zandt’s first name was transcribed as Herbert.  See “1854-1858 
Marriages” http://www.txgenes.com/TXHarrison/Vitals/1854-58Mar.htm for the specific listing. 

180 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 3: 277-278. 
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Commerce, Third and Fourth streets.181  Within the next few years all of Van Zandt’s 

family, including his mother, moved to Fort Worth.  The first was his brother, Isaac L. 

Van Zandt, who moved to Fort Worth with his family in 1868 and settled on the land 

now occupied by the First Christian Church.182   

As the small town of Fort Worth began to grow, Van Zandt profited because of 

his experience in the legal profession, which allowed him to advocate on behalf of 

others and allowed him to acquire land.  During the late 1860s, Van Zandt learned that 

a man who owed his mother money had bought a farm in Tarrant County and had 

placed it under his wife’s name to escape any claims by debt collectors.  He 

communicated this information to the appropriate parties in Marshall, including his 

mother, and she said that if he could collect then he could have the money.  Mrs. Van 

Zandt had done admirably well for herself financially over the years, even without her 

husband.  She had maintained a home for her children and had made sure they were 

well educated.  Van Zandt sued and bought the farm at an auction.  The wife 

countersued Van Zandt, but they worked out a financial settlement.  The woman would 

give Van Zandt the deed for a price of $1,500, and he gave her a note saying it would 

be paid. 

Van Zandt paid the note within a very short time, thanks to fortuitous events.  

Before the Civil War, Van Zandt and his older sister, Louisa Van Zandt Clough, and her 

husband, J. M. Clough, had bought land in Jefferson.  Later, years after the war, the 

man who had sold the land in Jefferson to the Van Zandts sued for interest upon it.  

                                                 
181Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 119.   
182Ibid., 119.  
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Van Zandt’s brother-in-law, Clough, had died during the war, and Van Zandt and his 

sister hired lawyers in Marshall to handle the issue, telling them to sell if they could.  

The lawyers were able to sell the land, and the profits were enough to allow Van Zandt 

to pay the note owed to the wife from whom he had bought the farm in Tarrant 

County.  He used the money from the sale of land he had received from his father to 

add to the farmland he had gotten in Tarrant County and to increase his land holdings 

in Fort Worth.183  The large farm that Van Zandt purchased much later became the 

home of most of Fort Worth’s art district and parks.  Trinity Park, Farrington Field, Will 

Rogers Memorial Center, Kimbell Museum, the Amon Carter Museum, and the Botanical 

Gardens all stand on Van Zandt’s old farm.  The cottage where Van Zandt and his 

family lived still stands in its original location University Drive.184 

Van Zandt’s life as a civic leader is best summed up when he wrote the 

following: “My business was prospering, and I had the opportunity of becoming a 

wealthy man; but I was interested in other values before money.  Fort Worth was 

growing, and there was much to be done.”185  Van Zandt had much in mind for the still 

small town of Fort Worth.  He had so far bought land and made investments to open a 

general store, which was something the town sorely needed.  However, there was 

much to be done to transform the former solitary military outpost in western Texas into 

a thriving metropolis.  Van Zandt possessed the fortitude and determination to help 

make it happen. 

                                                 
183 The land he had received from his father may be that, referred to in a letter Van Zandt wrote 

to his mother while at school asking Clough to sell it.  See Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt 
While a Student at Franklin College,” letter #22.  

184 Texas Historical Commission, Historical Marker File: “Van Zandt Cottage,” (Austin, TX). 
185Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 123.  
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Van Zandt had a strong, sophisticated character that helped him when he 

conducted his business in Fort Worth.  He knew of his father’s accomplishments in the 

arena of politics and his strong character, but was he influenced by his father?  No hard 

evidence has been uncovered to explain the influence that Isaac Van Zandt had on his 

son.  The elder Van Zandt was not home often because of his service to the Texas 

government in one capacity or another, as well as his race for governor.  This fact can 

be confirmed by reading his wife’s memoirs entitled “Reminiscences of Frances Cooke 

Lipscomb,” in which she states that it was necessary for her husband to be away from 

home sometimes.186  Isaac Van Zandt was also prone to illness, especially respiratory 

illnesses, but K. M. Van Zandt also suffered from bouts of respiratory illness during his 

younger days while serving in the Confederate army.  However, Isaac Van Zandt would 

die during his thirties, while K. M. Van Zandt would live into his early nineties.  The 

elder Van Zandt was known for his strong character and the younger Van Zandt was 

also known for his strong character.  Both were considered fair and decent men.  So in 

this author’s opinion, the son gained a strong character from his father, but unlike his 

father Van Zandt had a strong physical constitution to match. 

K. M. Van Zandt was very much involved in politics as a staunch Democrat.  He 

was a major proponent of conservative government during the time of Reconstruction 

and he led the meeting in 1872 to choose representatives for the legislature.  Well-

respected as a community leader even in the early stages of Fort Worth’s growth, Van 

Zandt was unanimously nominated and then elected to represent his district in the 

                                                 
186 Lipscomb, “Reminiscences,” 1-2. Here she also mentions that her husband “was never very 

strong” and “was often sick.” 
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Thirteenth Legislature.187  A short editorial in the March 15, 1873, edition of the Fort 

Worth Democrat showed the people’s support of Van Zandt during a short return trip he 

made to Fort Worth.  “While we are glad to see the Major, and regard him as one of 

our best and most honorable friends, we must be excused for saying ‘don’t stay too 

long’.  Our interests may suffer during your absence from Legislative halls.  But when 

the Major and Senator [Samuel] Evans are both on the watch tower, we may safely 

sound the cry of ‘all’s well’.”188 Samuel Evans was born in Kentucky, October 8, 1831, 

and served in the 21st Texas Infantry during the Civil War.  After the war, Evans 

represented his county in the Texas Legislature.  During Reconstruction he served in 

the Senate for four years.  He was in the lower house during the Eleventh Legislature 

and served in the upper house during the Twelfth and Thirteenth Legislatures.  Finally, 

Evans partnered with Van Zandt and was instrumental in helping bring the railroads to 

Fort Worth.189  He served those he represented as best he could and was appointed to 

the committees on finance, education, and to a select committee, that examined the 

accounts of the Superintendent of Public Schools.  Also, he was appointed to the 

Committee on Redistricting and to the joint committee assigned to investigate the 

Treasurer and Comptroller’s Departments.190  K. M. Van Zandt’s reputation was 

enhanced by his alliance with Evans. 

                                                 
187 Buckley B. Paddock, Early Days in Fort Worth (Privately published, n.d.), 8.  See also Buckley 

B. Paddock, History of Texas, Fort Worth, and the Texas Northwest, 3 Vols. (Chicago: Lewis Pub. Co., 
1922), 3: 4. 

188 Fort Worth Democrat, March 15, 1873.   
189 Buckley B. Paddock, History and Biographical Record of North and West Texas, 2 Vols. 

(Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1906), 1: 246-247.   
190 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 127n.   
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The Thirteenth Legislature was Democrat-controlled and it reversed many of the 

policies of the previous Republican administration under Gov. Edmund J. Davis.  Davis 

had been elected with the support of General Joseph J. Reynolds to act as head of the 

provisional government under the watchful eye of the Union.  Davis had gotten a bill 

passed that created a new state militia and he centralized the school system, creating 

“public free schools.”  The Twelfth Legislature, under Davis, passed a law that created a 

highly centralized school system under the supervisory control of a state board of 

education.  This board consisted of the governor, a superintendent public instruction, 

and the attorney general.  The Thirteenth Legislature in which Van Zandt served as a 

representative, limited the appointive powers of the governor’s office, and passed a 

new public education law that decentralized the school system and limited the power of 

local boards to raise taxes for schools.191 

During his one term of service in the legislature, Van Zandt helped all those he 

could.  He helped defeat a bill that would have divided Harrison County and given a 

portion to neighboring Gregg County because the people of Harrison County wrote to 

him and asked him to do what he could.  He also helped pass an act that allowed for 

the incorporation of the city of Fort Worth.192  Van Zandt during his term of office also 

guided the black representatives sent to serve.  “Henry and the other Negro from 

Marshall were anxious to do right and, realizing their incapability, asked advice of me.  

Both sat in front of me, and when a vote was to be taken, they would look back and 

                                                 
191 Campbell, Gone to Texas, 280-284. 
192 Paddock, Early Days in Fort Worth, 8.  See also Oliver Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the 

Trinity (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1953; reprint, Fort Worth: Texas Christian University 
Press, 1990), 66. 
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ask me whether it was to be ‘Yea’ or Nay’.” 193 The black representatives serving from 

Marshall were named Henry Moore and Shack R. Roberts, and both were Radical 

Republicans who supported Davis.  Moore was a sixty-year-old Alabama native who 

could not read or write.  Roberts was a Methodist minister who was interested in 

education for his fellow blacks.194  Historian Randolph B. Campbell states that, “The 

mass of Negroes, who were through no fault of their own unprepared for politics, were 

generally unable to avoid being used by their friends and misled by their enemies.”195  

So one could conclude that because neither black representative had experience in 

politics and were not very well educated, then they looked upon a familiar face for 

advice.  The other possibility is that Van Zandt simply told them what to say and they 

did so to avoid possible trouble with the other white members of the legislature.  Van 

Zandt tells a story in his memoirs that indicates that he and several others owned Henry 

Moore for a short period of time before they let him buy his freedom.  This information 

supports the theory that Van Zandt simply told Moore and Roberts what to do. 

After his term in the legislature, Van Zandt preferred to remain in the 

background.  He remained involved in politics, but never again on such a large scale.  

He served on the city council of Fort Worth, chaired many Democratic meetings, 

participated in several local Democratic conventions, and served as city treasurer.196  

He also served as a delegate for his county at the state Democratic conventions on 

numerous occasions, was the chairman of the executive committee for the Third 

                                                 
193 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 127, 127n. 
194 Campbell, A Southern Community in Crisis, 292, 306-308. 
195 Campbell, A Southern Community in Crisis, 364. 
196 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 128n.  
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Congressional District for two years, and served as president of the last Congressional 

convention in that district.197  Van Zandt recognized the importance of government, 

both on a state level and a city level, and he chose to participate to make sure what 

needed to be done was done. 

Van Zandt felt that education was important, and so with the help of others he 

helped to secure a location for the first school in Fort Worth, which opened in a room in 

the Masonic Lodge and became the foundation for the Fort Worth school system.  No 

information has been uncovered that identifies Van Zandt as a Mason, so it is the 

author’s opinion that he was not of the Masonic order, even though his father was.  

Buckley B. Paddock in volume two of his book entitled History of Texas, Fort Worth, and 

the Texas Northwest, recounts that in 1866 Van Zandt and a doctor named Carroll M. 

Peak inaugurated the first school for the city.198  Men named W. H. Milwee and Milt 

Robinson helped secure the first floor of the Masonic lodge for the use of the school.199  

Col. John Peter Smith and Maj. James J. Jarvis joined the group interested in beginning 

the school system.  Smith is considered one of the “Fathers of Fort Worth” and he was 

a successful lawyer and real estate dealer.200  Jarvis as mentioned earlier was married 

to one of Van Zandt’s sisters and was a successful entrepeneur and benefactor of TCU.  

                                                 
197 Speer, Encyclopedia of the New West, 103. 
198 Dr. Carroll M. Peak built the first hospital in Fort Worth, named after his wife, Florence 

Sanitarium.  He also had a pupil named Julian T. Field, who later was in practice with Drs. William P. 
Burts and E. J. Beall.  Beall was married to one of K. M. Van Zandt’s sisters.  Red, The Medicine Man in 
Texas, 308. 

199 Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 615.  W. H. Milwee was a lawyer from Paris, Texas.  His son, J. 
K. Milwee became well known in the cattle industry.  See Mrs. Wyndham Robertson, “J. K. Milwee, 
Cattleman” in American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writer’s Project, 1936-1940 (Library 
of Congress, Manuscript Division, Washington, D.C., http://gen.1starnet.com/bios/milwee.htm).  No 
additional information was found on Milt Robinson. 

200 Tyler et al, eds., Handbook of Texas, 5: 1,104. 



 75

Van Zandt remembered the difficult times during the early years of the school.  “When 

the town reached the point where were entitled to a public school system I could not 

get anyone to help pay for a census to prove our claim, so I furnished the money to 

pay a man to take the census.”201  He helped to found the school system and served for 

over twenty-five years as a member of the school board and functioned as the 

chairman many times.  Van Zandt also helped to form a Sunday school, which was also 

held in the Masonic Lodge until religious conflict caused them to leave and practice in a 

new location on Main Street. The same conflict caused Van Zandt and his allies to lose 

the right to use the Masonic Lodge as a school because of religious conflict.  The 

leaders of the local Christian Church, including Van Zandt, built a brick structure on 

Main Street between Fourth and Fifth Street to use for both a church and school.202  

Another accomplishment of the Christian Church was the beginning of Add-Ran 

Christian University, which became Texas Christian University.  Van Zandt’s brother-in-

law Jarvis served as chairman of the board of the new church controlled school.203   

Van Zandt became a part of unifying the congregation of the First Christian 

Church of Fort Worth.  The First Christian Church was a part of the fellowship known as 

Church of Christ or Disciples of Christ.  The members followed the writings of Alexander 

Campbell of Pennsylvania.204  At first they held their services and meetings in the 

Masonic Lodge, but, “some of the members of the Masonic Lodge thought it did not 

                                                 
201 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 130. See also Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 617. 
202 Colby D. Hall, History of Texas Christian University: A College of the Cattle Frontier (Fort 

Worth: TCU Press, 1947), 28-29. 
203 Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 615-617; see also Hall, History of Texas Christian University, 28-

29, 47.  Add stands for Addison Clark and Ran stands for Randolph Clark.  They were two brothers who 
served as cofounders of the university, which was officially called Add-Ran Male and Female College. 

204 Tyler et al, eds., Handbook of Texas, 2: 105-106. 
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look right to have ‘Campbellites’ preaching in their hall, so we were forced to get a 

building of our own.”205  This religious conflict was also responsible for the relocation of 

the school discussed earlier.  The lack of a house of worship led Van Zandt and his 

fellow parishioners to buy the block of land bordered by Main and Houston and Third 

and Fourth streets, and there they built their church and named it the First Christian 

Church.206  Later, in 1878 the church purchased the lot surrounded by Fifth, Sixth, 

Throckmorton, and Taylor streets from Isaac L. Van Zandt and built a large stone 

church.  Van Zandt considered the church very important and served as Chairman of 

the Board from its inception to his death.  He also held every other office there was to 

hold, from janitor to even one instance when he served as a preacher and baptized a 

woman, because they had no official preacher.207  He never missed church and he 

demanded in actions rather than words that all his family attend every Sunday as well.  

The children went to Sunday school, while the adults went to services.   

Another important civic institution that Van Zandt helped to secure for Fort 

Worth was the post office.208  Prior to 1868 there had been sporadic postal service 

because of the Civil War and the isolated location of Fort Worth.   Service was not 

regular, nor was it reliable, and residents often had to send their mail from Dallas.209  

The first post office was located on the west side of Main street between Second and 

Third streets in a one story wooden building, and Dr. Julian T. Field was appointed by 
                                                 

205 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 131.  
206 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 131; see also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 

55.  This particular piece of land was discussed earlier and served as the first Christian school, prior to 
the creation of Add-Ran College. 

207 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 132.  There is no further information that confirms Van 
Zandt’s baptism story.   

208 Tyler et al eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707. 
209 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 148. 
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President Franklin Pierce as the first postmaster in 1856.210  Fort Worth lost regular mail 

service during the war and when service became regular the city did not have a building 

for it, so Van Zandt’s store became the official place for the mail to arrive.  During 

Reconstruction, the government agreed to give Fort Worth a post office, and Van Zandt 

generously donated a corner of his general store for the purpose.   

Once the post office was established, Van Zandt and several residents decided 

that a newspaper was imperative to get news of Fort Worth’s existence to the world.  

Joining with several prominent citizens, namely attorney John Hanna, former legislator 

Samuel Evans, Waller H. Overton, and Junior W. Smith, Van Zandt procured a printing 

press from his brother-in-law James J. Jarvis, who had run a paper in Quitman in Wood 

County. Finally, in 1871 the Fort Worth Democrat, which would be the precursor for the 

Fort Worth Star Telegram, began. 211  It was the first continuous paper in Fort Worth.  

Efforts had been made to keep a newspaper in Fort Worth before the Civil War, but 

tensions and differences of opinions had shut down these publications.  In 1873, a man 

from Mississippi named Buckley Burton Paddock came to Fort Worth.  He immediately 

went to the newspaper office and said that he thought he could run a newspaper well 

and proposed to buy the Fort Worth Democrat.212  Van Zandt and his fellow partners 

must have believed Paddock’s claim because they allowed him to run the newspaper for 

                                                 
210 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 148; see also Julia Kathryn Garrett, Fort Worth A 

Frontier Triumph, 2nd edition (Fort Worth: TCU Press, 1996), 137. 
211 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 133; see also Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 652-6; See 

also Garrett, Fort Worth, 321-22, 334. Quitman, Texas is the county seat of Wood County.  See Tyler et 
al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 5: 396.  There is little or no information on John Hanna, Waller H. 
Overton, and or Junior W. Smith.  Overton and Hanna show up on the 1878-1879 Fort Worth City 
Directory available at Tarrant County TexGen Web,  http://www.rootsweb.com/~txtarran/index.html.  

212 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 56; See Figure 4 of Paddock from Paddock, A 
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a while as editor and then sold it to him.  It was because of Paddock’s work as editor of 

the Democrat that Fort Worth became noticed.  He extolled the virtues of the small city 

and the surrounding county, making sure everyone knew who and what Fort Worth was 

both in Texas and throughout the nation.213 

 
Figure 4.  B. B. Paddock from his book, A History of Central and Western Texas. 

 
 

Van Zandt by the mid-1870s had helped to secure the beginnings of the school 

system, establish the First Christian Church in Fort Worth, secure a post office after the 

Civil War, and start Fort Worth’s first successful newspaper.  These are impressive 

accomplishments, but Van Zandt spread even further by going into the cattle business.  

                                                 
213 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 5: 5. 
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Historian Oliver Knight states, “From the trail drives Fort Worth gained its first secure 

economic footing.”214  In 1866 Van Zandt invested in cattle.  He bought three hundred 

head and, believing that the Mississippi market would be more profitable than Kansas, 

had them sent there.  Unfortunately this proved to be incorrect, and Van Zandt then 

ordered his men to send the cattle by rail to the new meat packing plants in Chicago, 

where the meat was packed into barrels.  Van Zandt met the barrels of meat in New 

York where he sold them, breaking even.215   

 He tried again in 1869.  Van Zandt, in an article he wrote for The Cattleman, 

discussed his herds and their trip through Tennessee.  Having heard of the large corn 

crop in Tennessee on the Cumberland River, he decided to gather some cattle, 250 to 

300 three and four-year old steers, and send them there to graze.  At that same time, a 

bill was being debated in the Tennessee legislature that would determine whether 

Texas cattle would be allowed into the state for fear of “Texas Fever.”  Known as 

babesiosis today, Texas Fever was spread by cattle ticks, which sucked up blood from 

infected cattle and then laid eggs, spreading the often fatal disease to other animals.  

Texas Longhorns were immune for the most part, acting as carriers because the 

disease was widespread in the southern states.  Cattle were exposed to the disease at 

an early age and became immune often after suffering from a mild case.216   

Van Zandt claims that his herds were being driven through the town during the 

debate and when the members looked upon his cattle and saw how “strong and well 

                                                 
214 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 53. 
215 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 141-42.   
216 Tyler et al, eds., Handbook of Texas, 6: 332-333. 
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looking” they were, the proposed bill was defeated.217  Once the corn was gone, he 

moved his cattle to some bluegrass fields, and when that was gone he moved them to 

an island, which was covered in switch cane, across from the Hermitage, the old home 

of Andrew Jackson.  There the cattle fattened and a market was found.218  During his 

trip to feed and sell his steers, Van Zandt trained several steers to pull his wagons and 

on the way back to Texas he gave them to a friend from whom he had bought corn.  

The friend had the steers until the next winter when an epidemic among the horses and 

mules decimated the load-bearing animals.  Van Zandt’s friend donated his steers to 

help pull the streetcars throughout the epidemic; and that was how Van Zandt 

recounted the story of how “Texas Steers Once Pulled Street Cars in Nashville, 

Tennessee.”219 

Van Zandt’s efforts in the cattle business led him to a new endeavor, which 

would be his main focus for the rest of his life.  Shortly after his second effort at the 

cattle business, Van Zandt met a former Confederate soldier by the name of Thomas A. 

Tidball and his associate, John B. Wilson, who had come to Fort Worth in 1873.  They 

had opened a private bank in Fort Worth under the name of Tidball and Wilson.  Van 

Zandt bought Wilson’s share in the summer of 1873 and along with Tidball, and less 

active partners John Peter Smith and James J. Jarvis, renamed the bank Tidball, Van 

Zandt & Company.220  Both Smith and Jarvis had partnered with Van Zandt on other 

                                                 
217 K. M. Van Zandt “Texas Steers Once Pulled Street Cars of Nashville, Tennessee,” The 

Cattleman, 1 (Sept. 1914), 9; see also Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 143. 
218 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 142-44. 
219 K. M. Van Zandt “Texas Steers Once Pulled Street Cars of Nashville, Tennessee,” 9. 
220 Tyler et al, eds.,  New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707.; also see Van Zandt, Force Without 

Fanfare, 144-45 
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civic ventures such as the formation of a school, discussed earlier.  Banking was a 

difficult business in Fort Worth because there was not a lot of available specie.  Fort 

Worth was located at the crossing of two large cattle trails and the banks of Fort Worth 

handled credit for the cattlemen.  The Eastern Trail, which further north became the 

Chisholm Trail, ran through Fort Worth, making it important to the cattle industry.  Fort 

Worth served as the last stop for the trail hands to re-supply before going north into 

Indian country.221  

 A major force in the growth of the banking industry in Fort Worth was the 

coming of the railroad.  Fort Worth was still considered a quiet town, and it was during 

the 1870s that it achieved the nickname of ‘Panther City’.222  Van Zandt remembers it 

began with the news that the railroad was coming to Fort Worth.  People moved to Fort 

Worth knowing that when the railroad came to town, prospects would be up for making 

a decent living.  However, the railroad was delayed in coming and the city of Fort Worth 

remained quiet.  Many of the people who had moved to Fort Worth, than moved to 

Dallas because the railroad had reached there.  Van Zandt heard that a lawyer named 

Robert E. Cowart, originally from Georgia, who moved to Dallas, while walking by the 

courthouse saw a panther jump out of the bushes and run past out of town.223  Cowart 

claimed that Fort Worth was ‘quite dead’, and Van Zandt supposed that it was some 

                                                 
221 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 52-53; see also Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of 

Texas, 2: 89. 
222 Fort Worth Panther City Fountain, Hyde Park-The Panther Story, 

http://www.pantherfountain.com/pantherstory.asp.  This site gives more detailed information on the 
story that led to the nickname “panther city.” 

223 See “Colonel R. E. Cowart dies at age 79,” Dallas Morning News, 10 May, 1924, for more 
information regarding Cowart’s life. 
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people from Dallas that gave Fort Worth the nickname of ‘Panther City’.  This was in 

1875.224   

In the early 1870s there had been word that the railroad, specifically the Texas & 

Pacific Railway, was coming, but the financial crisis of 1873 burst the bubble of Fort 

Worth citizens.  The primary construction company used by the Texas & Pacific failed 

during the financial panic and so the company had to forge ahead under its own 

steam.225  The Texas & Pacific Railroad received an extension and promised to 

complete the line by sometime in 1874.226  However by 1875 the people of Fort Worth 

were left with a lot of unfinished tracks thirty miles from town and no assurances that 

the tracks would ever be finished.  Van Zandt organized a small group of men, and they 

went to Marshall to speak with an official of the Texas and Pacific Company to find out 

when they were going to finish the tracks.  They were promptly informed that while the 

rails could be purchased on credit, the company had no money to grade the road.227   

 Van Zandt swung into action and suggested that they take the contract for the 

grading of the road.  With some persuasion, the official agreed to come to Fort Worth 

to work out the details.  Upon returning home, Van Zandt and the rest of the party held 

a meeting and organized the Tarrant County Construction Company.  Van Zandt was 

elected president, and when the Texas and Pacific Company representative arrived in 

                                                 
224 For the full story on the nickname ‘Panther City’ and additional information see the following: 

Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 134-5; see also Paddock, Early Days in Fort Worth, 8; and Knight, Fort 
Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 72-3, 78. 

225 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 384-386. 
226 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 207-208; see also Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 

611; see also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 73-4. 
227 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 162; see also J’Nell L. Pate, Livestock Legacy: The Fort 

Worth Stockyards, 1887-1987 (College Station: Texas A&M Press, 1988), 9. 
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Fort Worth a contract was quickly signed.228  The work was almost finished when there 

was another problem in the plans to bring the railroad to Fort Worth.  Some of the 

railroad officials were rumored to be interested in Dallas enterprises and therefore were 

reluctant to finish the line to Fort Worth.  Van Zandt and others appealed to their 

friend, James Webb Throckmorton, who was a former governor of Texas, a United 

States Senator and an attorney for the Texas and Pacific Railroad Company, to speak to 

the railroad officials.  He did so and the officials agreed to continue to Fort Worth.229  

Finally on July 19, 1876, the first train pulled into Fort Worth.230   

 However, other cities such as Weatherford began to do the same thing that Fort 

Worth had done.  For example, the Texas & Pacific Railway reached Weatherford, 

Texas, in 1880.231  Van Zandt and other leading citizens met secretly and decided that 

in order for Fort Worth to become a hub of the railway, they needed more railroads to 

build to Fort Worth.  Thanks to some contacts he had on the board, Van Zandt was able 

to convince the directors of what he referred to as the Santa Fe line to build to Fort 

Worth.  The Santa Fe line was the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe Railway, and it reached 

Fort Worth in 1881.232  He was also able to meet with the Missouri, Kansas and Texas 

railroad and convince them to build to Fort Worth.  They arrived on April 1, 1881.233  

                                                 
228 Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 611; see also Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 162-3. 
229 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 164.  See also Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 

6: 485-486. 
230 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 165; see also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 

74; and Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 612.    
231 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 858-859. 
232Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 166n; see also Paddock, History of Texas, 612-13. 
233 V. V. Masterson The Katy Railroad and the Last Frontier (Norman: University of Oklahoma 

Press, 1952), 219-21. 
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These were the first three railroad companies to build lines through Fort Worth.234  

Over the next ten years other railroads would reach the town.  Another railroad 

company worth mentioning, because Van Zandt was a chief stockholder, was the 

Denver, Texas, and Fort Worth Railroad, also referred to as the Fort Worth and Denver 

Railway.  Service began running from Fort Worth to Denver on April 1, 1888.235 

The influx of new traffic created by the railroads brought a demand for facilities 

to house all of the travelers that came.  Paddock in his book Early Days of Fort Worth, 

recounted the history of one hotel in particular with which Van Zandt was closely 

involved.  On December 1, 1876, a company was organized with $30,000 in capital and 

called the El Paso Hotel.  Van Zandt served on the board, and he owned the land upon 

which it was built.  According to Paddock, Van Zandt was charging an “exorbitant price” 

for the land, $3,000 for the half block.  He received a lot of criticism for this and 

eventually received around $1,200 for the half block instead.236 

Van Zandt played his part in supporting the coming of the railroad and the 

growth of hotels, both of which made Fort Worth grow economically.  As a way of 

facilitating the growth of Fort Worth and to encourage travel to the business section of 

town, Van Zandt invited railroad entrepreneur Morgan Jones, farm retailer Walter A. 

Huffman, his old partner John Peter Smith, and George Noble to join him in organizing 

the Fort Worth Street Railway Company.  Morgan Jones prior to his involvement with 

                                                 
234 Pate, Livestock Legacy, 13. 
235 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 169n. See also Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 

2: 1,125. 
236 Paddock, Early Days in Fort Worth, 24-5.  See also “GRANTOR Index to Deeds—Tarrant 

County, Texas,” Vol. B, pg. 481 (Rattikin Title Company, Fort Worth, TX).  Van Zandt is listed as grantor 
and the grantee is the Fort Worth City Hotel Company.  The bond for title was filed on Feb. 3, 1877, and 
the warranty deed was filed on August 9, 1877. 
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the Fort Worth Street Railway Co. was also responsible for the majority of construction 

on the Fort Worth and Denver City Railroad between Wichita Falls and Union Park.237  

Van Zandt had worked with Jones before to speed the progress of the Texas and Pacific 

Railroad to town.  Also, Van Zandt worked with Smith as his partner in the bank, 

Tidball, Van Zandt and Company.  Jones was the driving force behind the company, 

ascertaining the costs of the project and obtaining the necessary permits for building 

and the right of way.  He received the building contract on September 6, 1876, and 

used the same work ethic that he had applied to building the Texas and Pacific 

Railroad.  By Christmas Day in 1876, the Fort Worth Street Railway Company was open 

for business, with Huffman conducting the first car over the line.238  They had rail lines 

laid throughout the main streets of downtown Fort Worth, and when the railroad was 

assured they ordered rail cars and mules to pull them.  The streetcar system began 

operation five months after the railroad began operation in July 1876.239   

 The railroad facilitated the economic growth of Fort Worth.  The cattlemen could 

now ship their cattle to and from the sale yards and meat packing plants.  The various 

businesses now had the ability to ship their products both in and out of Fort Worth.  

The railroad and streetcar systems gave the citizens of Fort Worth the ability to get 

around and facilitated the growth of business.  As businesses and the population grew, 

so did the possibilities for the banks in the area to increase their services.  By 1883, Van 
                                                 

237Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 169; see also Richard C. Overton, Gulf to Rockies: The 
Heritage of the Fort Worth & Denver-Colorado and Southern Railways, 1861-1898 (Austin: UT Press, 
1953), 110-111; and Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 3: 989.  See Tyler et al, eds., New 
Handbook of Texas, 5: 1,104.  Huffman is listed in the 1878 to 1879 Fort Worth City Directory with his 
partner Merida G. Ellis.   No information has been found on George Noble.   

238 Vernon Gladden Spence, Colonel Morgan Jones (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1971), 38-40. 

239 Paddock, History of Texas, 2: 625-26.   
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Zandt and his business partners in Tidball, Van Zandt and Company obtained a charter 

to change their status from a private bank to a national bank.  Van Zandt recalled, “In 

November, 1883, Mr. Noah Harding, Dr. E.J. Beall, and Colonel R.L. Ellison joined us in 

the organization of the Fort Worth National Bank, which was opened in March, 1884, 

with capitol stock of $125,000.”240  Van Zandt was elected president, a position that he 

held until he passed away in 1930.  The Fort Worth National Bank became a part of the 

“Strong Three”, which included the First National and the Farmers and Mechanics 

National.241  All three banks were established during the nineteenth century.   

Throughout his career, Van Zandt remained very much involved with the United 

Confederate Veterans.  When the Robert E. Lee Camp of the United Confederate 

Veterans was organized in Fort Worth almost thirty years after the war ended, Van 

Zandt was a charter member.  He served as the Texas Division Commander, and 

Commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department (1910), and he also became the 

National Commander-in-Chief of the United Confederate Veterans (1918-1921).242  It 

was this last duty as Commander-in-Chief that bestowed upon him the honorary title of 

General Van Zandt.   

K. M. Van Zandt organized the Robert E. Lee Camp (No. 158), and it soon grew 

to become the largest United Confederate Veterans camp with over 700 members by 

1900.  Other Confederate organizations sprung up during the late nineteenth century, 

                                                 
240Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 148; see also Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 

707.  See also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 61. 
241Knight, Fort Worth: Outpost on the Trinity, 192-93.  
242 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 140.  See also Dora Davenport Jones, United Confederate 

Veterans: History & Roster of Officers & Members of the Robert E. Lee Camp No. 158 & the Confederate 
Veterans of Tarrant County (Fort Worth: privately published, 1978), 7.  Jones lists Van Zandt as Camp 
Commander from 1896-1900. 
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such as the Sons of the Confederate Veterans and the Daughters of the Confederacy.  

Confederate organization members made up ten percent of Fort Worth’s population at 

the time.243  Van Zandt’s role was paramount especially when in 1901 the Robert E. Lee 

Camp applied for and got a twenty-five year charter from the state to form the private 

corporation known as the Confederate Park Association.  Van Zandt was named as one 

of the directors, and the purpose of the park was to provide a place of refuge, 

recreation and relief for veterans and their families.244  The association purchased 373 

acres northwest of Lake Worth for the park.245  The statewide reunion was held there in 

1903, but the local groups held a picnic there in 1902.246  Jane S. Cranz, Van Zandt’s 

granddaughter, lived with him during his later years and remembers going to the 

Confederate Park in what is now the area of Lake Worth.  They had a house there and 

she remembers spending months at a time during the summer relaxing and conversing 

with others who were there.  She remembered seeing the drilling of the Confederate 

soldiers and the parties afterwards, when the men would discuss the old days and 

ladies would socialize.247  Van Zandt remained active throughout his life, participating in 

all sorts of Confederate veterans’s functions.  On March 21, 1906, Van Zandt bought 

the property from the Association for $3,250, but the Association continued to hold 

Confederate veterans functions until their charter expired in October 1926.248  Van 

Zandt helped to raise money for their events, and he attended the annual meetings 
                                                 

243 “Largest Camp in Existence,” Confederate Veteran 11 (Oct. 1903), 437. 
244 Texas Historical Commission, Historical Marker File: “Confederate Park,” (Austin, TX). 
245 Texas, Tarrant County, Office of County Clerk, Deed Records, Fort Worth, TX, Vol. 148: 49. 
246 Texas Historical Commission, Historical Marker File: “Confederate Park,” (Austin, TX).  See 

also Texas, Tarrant County, Office of County Clerk, Deed Records, Fort Worth, TX,  Vol. 326: 96. 
247 Jane S. Cranz, interview by Jane Sloan Cranz, 21 April 2005, (audiotape in possession of Jane 

Sloan Cranz). 
248 Texas Historical Commission, Historical Marker File: “Confederate Park,” (Austin, TX). 
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until the last few years of his life.  The Confederate veterans, like the church, were 

important to Van Zandt.   

Van Zandt was not only a great civic leader, but he was also a family man.  He 

married three times.  First, he married Minerva Peete and they had three children.  

When she died, and Van Zandt married her sister, Mattie Peete.  They had six children, 

but she also passed away.  Finally, Van Zandt married a third time, to Octavia 

Pendleton on October 8, 1885.249  They had five children together.  Van Zandt thus had 

fourteen children, and many of them became upstanding members of the community.  

His granddaughter Jane S. Cranz commented in an interview, “He knew every name of 

his children and his grand children.  It was amazing that there was only one dispute 

over his will, among the children.”250 

Van Zandt went to the bank everyday, came home in the early afternoon, took a 

nap, and then spent the evenings with his family.  “He loved crossword puzzles,” Cranz 

remembered.251  She described evenings at home in the house on Penn Street, where 

Van Zandt would preside over his family, calling out the clues to the crossword puzzles 

and they would all take turns guessing the answers.  Cranz had many fond memories of 

living in the same house as her grandfather.  “Me and my cousin E.B. were the only 

                                                 
249 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707. 
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ones he ever spanked.  We kind of thought that made us special,” she laughed in 

remembrance.252 

So, K. M. Van Zandt was a great civic leader and a family man.  After learning 

about the very busy and full life that this Texas pioneer led, what can be concluded?  

First, according to his granddaughter, Van Zandt liked to build and loved to help people.  

As for the question about why he chose Fort Worth, there is a theory.  Van Zandt loved 

to be involved in the community, and when he first laid eyes on Fort Worth, it was 

sorely in need of someone to come and help bring in the institutions that are necessary 

to make up a successful community.  Julia Kathryn Garret, author of Fort Worth: A 

Frontier Triumph, best summarized the effect that Van Zandt had on the small frontier 

outpost when she said: “From that day [that Van Zandt arrived], every undertaking 

which would make the history of Fort Worth would have as one of its chief underwriters 

Major Van Zandt, who lived by the grace of God, his own prudence, and his labor.”253   

The last question that has to be considered is why no one knows this ‘first 

citizen’ of Fort Worth.  There is evidence that Van Zandt played an important part in 

Fort Worth history.  Located on University Drive in Fort Worth, Van Zandt Cottage is the 

house that he built when he bought the farm on the Trinity River.  Van Zandt also left 

behind documents and pictures.  So there is some evidence that Van Zandt was a well-

respected member of the community.  Also, Van Zandt was a member of a group of 

prominent Fort Worth businessmen, associating with important men like John Peter 

Smith and Morgan Jones.  Together they brought about the major changes in Fort 
                                                 

252 Jane S. Cranz, interview by Jane Sloan Cranz, 5 February 2005 (videotape in possession of 
Jane Sloan Cranz).  

253 Garrett, Fort Worth: A Frontier Triumph, 250.  
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Worth that led to its growth and prosperity.  However, his presence is not as prominent 

as later important figures in Fort Worth’s history.  When Van Zandt died in March 1930, 

there were roads and schools and buildings named after him, but within a few years 

these places were renamed, most likely because of new civic leaders and their influence 

on the community.  His obituary in the Confederate Veteran stated that he had “passed 

into the realm of immortality”, but his presence on earth would diminish.254  The main 

reason for this was Amon Carter.  He settled permanently in Fort Worth in the 1930s 

and proceeded to eradicate virtually everything that would be considered a rival to his 

influence.  Cranz thought that it was nothing personal between the two men.  She even 

supposed that they knew one another and on occasion spoke at social gatherings, but 

they never had reason to do business.  Carter successfully replaced most of the traces 

of reverence for Van Zandt.  All evidence about the man would seem to indicate that 

Van Zandt would not have been too upset by the removal of his name from the various 

buildings and streets named in his honor because of his lack of interest in fame.  As 

Van Zandt said, “I had the opportunity of becoming a wealthy man; but I was 

interested in other values before money.”255  

 

                                                 
254 “Gen. K. M. Van Zandt-In Memoriam,” Confederate Veteran 38 (April 1930), 134-135. 
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CHAPTER 4  

DEAN OF TEXAS BANKERS 

 Khleber Miller Van Zandt, affectionately known as the “Major”, was one of Fort 

Worth’s leading citizens from his arrival in August 1865 until his death on March 19, 

1930.256  One of his main contributions to the town of Fort Worth was as president of 

the bank first called Tidball, Van Zandt and Company, which later became Fort Worth 

National Bank.  Today the institution still operates as a subsidiary of Chase Bank.  Not 

only did Van Zandt act as president of the bank for fifty-six years, but he also served as 

president of the K. M. Van Zandt Land Company, a director of the Fort Worth Life 

Insurance Company, the Fort Worth and Denver Railway, and the Fort Worth Street 

Railway Company.257  These were only a few of his business roles in the community.  

His role as president of the bank had the most lasting effect on the town of Fort Worth.  

From this powerful position as president of the main bank of Fort Worth, Van Zandt was 

able to influence the growth of the town and facilitate the growth of his own interests.   

First, it is important to see how banking in Fort Worth compared to banking in 

the state of Texas.  The first bank in Texas was chartered before the Texans fought for 

their independence: “Samuel May Williams, who had served as secretary to Stephen F. 

Austin from 1824 to 1835, obtained a charter from the Congress of the State of 

Coahuila and Texas at Monclova for the ‘Banco de Commercia y Agricultura’.” 258  The 

Republic of Texas formally recognized Williams’s charter on December 10, 1836 when 

                                                 
256 Garrett, Fort Worth A Frontier Triumph, 253. 
257 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707. 
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Congress enacted legislation that provided for a selection of a commission to help 

establish the bank. 259  The Commercial and Agricultural Bank did not open until 1847 

due to insufficient capital, which was a common problem for banks during this time 

period.   Multiple cases of litigation and the death of Williams on September 13, 1858, 

caused the bank to close its doors, ending the first experiment in private banking in 

Texas. 260 

 The Republic of Texas constitution contained no provisions for a national bank, 

save one, which said that Congress had the power to coin money and regulate it.  This 

provision allowed for the possibility of a bank.  The Republic issued its own notes and 

instituted a policy of monetary inflation during the Financial Panic of 1837.  The notes 

became practically worthless, which contributed to the financial ruin and eventual 

annexation of Texas to the United States. 261  President Mirabeau B. Lamar proposed a 

“National Bank of Texas” in 1838, which would combine the three essential elements for 

a safe bank: land, specie, and the public faith.  However, at the time Texas had lots of 

land with no real value and virtually no credit.  Congress voted down Lamar’s proposal 

16 to 14.262  So the closest thing to banks the Republic of Texas had were semi-

mercantile firms that conducted banking business, such as the distribution of notes.  

Firms such as Williams, with his partner Thomas F. McKinney, and R. & D. G. Mills of 

                                                 
259 H. P. N. Gammel, comp., The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 (Austin: The Gammel Book Co., 
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Galveston became the foundation for banking in Texas. 263  The most well known firm 

was Williams and McKinney, which in 1841 the Fifth Congress authorized to issue 

$30,000 in notes as money.  The Eighth Congress repealed this law in 1844, under a 

blanket act to “suppress private banking.” 264  

 Annexation to the United States in 1845 freed Texas from its financial troubles, 

but the people were still leery of banks thanks to the Panic of 1837.  The delegates of 

the Constitutional Convention of 1845, including Isaac Van Zandt, included a clause in 

the new state constitution which stated, “No corporate body shall hereafter be created, 

renewed, or extended with banking or discounting privileges,” and “the Legislature shall 

prohibit by law individuals from issuing bills, checks, or promissory notes, or other 

paper, to circulate as money.”265  Historian Avery Luvere Carlson states in his book, A 

Monetary and Banking History of Texas, that “The foundation of modern banking in 

Texas was laid at the close of the Civil War.” 266  Confederate currency ran rampant 

throughout the southern states and became worthless.  State and personal debt 

became astronomical over the course of the war.  As Texas went through the rigors of 

Reconstruction, organizations such as R. & D. G. Mills gave way to private bankers.267  

Finally in 1869, a new state constitution authorized the creation of state chartered 

banks. Just 48 were chartered, and only 18 opened, before the Constitution was 

                                                 
263 Robert and David Graham Mills ran a mercantile store with their brother Andrew Mills in 
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changed yet again in 1876, once more banning state-chartered banks.268  It was upon 

this mangled framework that K. M. Van Zandt took his first steps to becoming a major 

force in the banking industry.   

 Before his career in the banking industry, Van Zandt gained a lot of his economic 

knowledge and confidence from his experiences in his youth.  He was educated at 

Marshall University in Marshall, Texas, and furthered his education at Franklin College 

near Nashville, Tennessee.  Prior to the Civil War, Van Zandt worked in a local dry 

goods store, helped organize the Christian Church, and then secured deeds for the right 

of way for the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Railway Company in Louisiana.  In 

1858, he was admitted to the bar and practiced law until the beginning of the Civil 

War.269  He served as captain of Company D-Bass’s Grays of the 7th Texas Infantry, and 

was taken prisoner and then exchanged in 1862.270  When he left the war in 1864 with 

a certificate of disability and the rank of Major, he returned to Marshall and was asked 

by General Edmund Kirby Smith, who had moved the center of operations for the 

Trans-Mississippi Department there, to serve as a collector of the tax in kind for his 

district.271  Shortly before leaving for West Texas, Van Zandt was asked by the Union 

commander in charge of the town to work as acting Treasury Agent in charge of cotton 

                                                 
268 Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 21. 
269 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707. 
270 This can be confirmed by looking at the Widow’s Application for Confederate Pension filed by 

Van Zandt’s third wife, Octavia Pendleton on February 27, 1936. File #51689, Texas Comptroller. 
Confederate Pension Applications.  Texas State Library, Austin, TX. [Microfilm in Fort Worth Public 
Library]  It is unknown why she filed for the pension, when tax records show that they were not in dire 
straights financially.  See Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 80; and Compiled Service Records: K. M. 
Van Zandt. 

271 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707; see also Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van 
Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” 1861-1866, letters #49 & 50. 
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storage and shipping. 272  His service in the Confederate army and at home in Marshall 

as a tax collector helped shape Van Zandt.  He acquired experience in commanding and 

delegating to others, and he learned about some of the necessary financial aspects of a 

government.  In the summer of 1865, Van Zandt had enough of East Texas and left 

Marshall to head west. 

 Van Zandt arrived in Fort Worth in August 1865.  He described it as “a sad and 

gloomy picture,” but he also saw something worth investing in.273 As the small post 

grew to become a town, Van Zandt’s prosperity grew, too.  In 1866, Van Zandt owned 

two horses totaling $100, and he paid $1.20 in state taxes.  By 1867, Van Zandt owned 

four horses worth $250, six cows worth $30, and merchandise totaling $1,105.  He also 

had miscellaneous property worth $150, bringing his total worth to $1,535.  He paid 

$11.30 in state taxes.  One year later, in 1868, Van Zandt’s property was worth $7,050, 

and he paid state taxes totaling $11.58.274  This dramatic increase in property and 

gradual increase in taxes over two years coincided with the opening of Van Zandt’s 

mercantile store named “K. M. Van Zandt & Co.” in 1865.275  He was a successful 

mercantile storeowner, but Van Zandt still had more to do. 

                                                 
272 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 107-109. See Compiled Service Records: K. M. Van Zandt.  

See also Sloan, “Private Letters of K. M. Van Zandt: Major, Seventh Texas Infantry, C.S.A.,” 1861-1866, 
letter #52.  See Campbell, A Southern Community in Crisis, 219; see also Tyler et al, eds., New 
Handbook of Texas, 4: 521.   

273 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 113. 
274 Tarrant County Tax Rolls, 1866-68 (Texas Comptroller, Ad Valorem Tax Division, County Real 

and Personal Property Tax Rolls, 1850-1981, Texas State Library, Austin [Microfilm in Fort Worth Public 
Library, Fort Worth, TX]); Tax roll data was used from the first three years after Van Zandt’s arrival and 
then every ten years until his death. 

275 See Figure 5 for an example of an ad for Van Zandt’s store, in the Fort Worth Democrat. See 
also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 48. 
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Another major growth spurt in the town of Fort Worth and Van Zandt’s assets 

had to do with the coming of the railroad, and in turn with his entry into banking.  

Word spread by 1873 that the Texas and Pacific Railroad would run through Fort Worth.  

This meant a boom in the economy for a growing town waiting for a chance.  However, 

the Panic of 1873 put a crimp in the plans for the railroad.  The money was no longer 

there and the work stopped, which devastated the residents of Fort Worth.  The 

townspeople wanted to be connected to the modern world and no longer isolated.  Van 

Zandt played a major role in bringing the railroad to Fort Worth, thanks to the career in 

which he would spend the majority of his life. 

The arrival in 1873 of a former Confederate soldier from Missouri named Thomas 

A. Tidball, with his partner John Wilson, was the beginning of Van Zandt’s journey to 

the career he held for over fifty years.  Together, Tidball and Wilson opened a private 

bank called “Tidball and Wilson.”276  In July of 1873, K. M. Van Zandt bought out 

Wilson’s share and together with his brother-in-law James J. Jarvis, partner John P. 

Smith, and Tidball, began the new banking firm called “Tidball, Van Zandt and 

Company” with $30,000 in capital stock.277  A copartner-ship notice was published in 

the August 1, 1874, issue of the Fort Worth Democrat.278  When Van Zandt joined the 

bank, it was still in its original building located on the east side of Houston Street 

                                                 
276 See Figure 6 for an example of an ad for the firm Tidball and Wilson, in the Fort Worth 

Democrat.  See also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 61. 
277 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 145; Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 

26.  There is a discrepancy.  Van Zandt claims the starting capital was $30,000, while Carlson states that 
the bank began with $10,000 in capital stock.  Both Jarvis and Smith are discussed in Chapter 3.  There is 
not much information on Thomas Tidball. 

278 See Figure 7, the co-partnership notice in the Fort Worth Democrat, April 1, 1874. 
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between First and Weatherford streets.279 

 
Figure 5.  An ad for K. M. Van Zandt’s mercantile store from the Fort Worth Democrat 

(reproduced with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth 
Public Library). 

                                                 
279 See Figure 8, A sketch of the original bank building on Weatherford Street; also see Figure 9, 

A map of Fort Worth in 1876. 
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 Historian Avery Luvere Carlson described the building as small, only twenty-five 

by thirty feet.280  Van Zandt realized he did not have time for both the banking business 

and the mercantile business and began a close out sale for K. M. Van Zandt & Co.281  

After Van Zandt closed the Fort Worth location of K. M. Van Zandt & Co., he sold the 

building to ‘Tidball, Van Zandt and Company’ for $5,500 in June 1876.  

 

Figure 6.  An ad for the banking firm of Tidball and Wilson from the Fort Worth 
Democrat (reproduced with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, 

Fort Worth Public Library). 

                                                 
280 Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 26. 
281 See Figure 10, an ad for Tidball, Van Zandt and Company in the Fort Worth Democrat, August 

1, 1874. 
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Figure 7.  The co-partnership notice for Tidball, Van Zandt and Company from the Fort 
Worth Democrat (reproduced with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives 

Unit, Fort Worth Public Library). 
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Figure 8.  A sketch of the original bank building on Weatherford Street (reproduced with 
permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public Library). 

 

 
Figure 9.  A map of Fort Worth in 1876 (reproduced with permission from the 

Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public Library). 
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Tidball, Van Zandt and Company grew quickly and adapted to the changing 

markets in the town.  During the early 1870s, Fort Worth had already become an 

important stop on the cattle drives north.  Businessmen from the north were trying to 

find a way to tap the cattle market in the south.  Fort Worth, which stood on the 

Eastern Trail coming from the south, provided a last stop for the cowboys to re-supply 

and have a little fun.  Historian Oliver Knight described the cowboys who, “With the 

abandon of their breed…threw away money on cards and dice, twirled over dance-hall 

floors with painted women, absorbed quantities of liquor good and bad, fought with 

men from other ranches, and then galloped out of town, firing their six-shooters as they 

left.”282  Before they left, they spent money on supplies, liquor, and women, but they 

also deposited money and the banking firm endeavored to provide a safe banking 

environment to encourage the growth of their customer base.  Carlson, in A Monetary 

and Banking History of Texas, relates a story that K. M. Van Zandt told to illustrate the 

importance of the bank to the incoming businessmen.   

. . . an outfit of cattle drovers camped out one night southwest of the city, 
purchased a liberal supply of provisions at a store, and paid for the 
articles with a glistening $20 gold piece.  The overjoyed storekeeper rode 
to town and paid his family physician.  The physician rushed across the 
street and paid his overdue grocery bill.  The valuable coin chased about 
the village during the day, paid over $200 in debts, and in the evening 
came back to the original storekeeper in payment of some hay he had 
previously sold.  Then, it was deposited in the bank for safekeeping, 
where it served as gold reserve for several days.283 
 

The bank was the final, and best, resting place for the precious gold coin. 

  

                                                 
282 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 51-52. 
283 Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 27. 
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Figure 10.  An ad for Tidball, Van Zandt and Company from the Fort Worth Democrat 
(reproduced with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth 

Public Library). 
 

  
 In the July 20, 1876 edition of the Fort Worth Standard, in the local items 

section, a small paragraph provided notice that a large brick vault, double-walled and 

fire proof, had been finished in the bank.  “Persons who have deposits there can sleep 
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soundly, for if a fire does occur it will never warm up the green-backs deposited in their 

bank.”284  To increase safety, the bank even took out fire insurance from the prestigious 

firm of North British and Mercantile Insurance Co. of London and Edinburgh.285  Not 

only was the bank safe, it was also prospering, as was Van Zandt.  In 1876 he owned 

four town lots valued at $3,150, 1,098 acres of land valued at $5,320, livestock 

including pigs, goats, horse and cows valued at $685, household and kitchen furniture 

valued at $450, and instruments, tools, machinery, and vehicles valued at $550.  At the 

end of 1876, Van Zandt was worth $10,155, a significant jump from the $100 he was 

worth ten years earlier.286  Between his investments in the mercantile store, his 

property, and the prospering bank, Van Zandt was making a lot of money.  The town 

was growing, and so were his interests. 

 By 1875 the railroad had failed to make it to the Fort Worth city limits, stalling 

growth of the town.  The Constitutional Convention met and decided that if the railroad 

did not get to Fort Worth before they adjourned, then the land-agreement with the 

Texas & Pacific Railroad would be abrogated.  In order to make sure the railroad made 

it to Fort Worth by the deadline, city leaders, including Van Zandt, determined to help 

bring the railroad to Fort Worth.  They organized the Tarrant County Construction 

Company and donated money, labor, material, forage, and supplies.  Van Zandt was 

elected president and went to the Texas & Pacific headquarters in Marshall, Texas.   

                                                 
284 The Fort Worth Standard, 20 July 1876. 
285 A copy of the insurance policy for the dates September 1891 to September 1892 states that 

the bank was protected against total loss and damage by fire not to exceed $2,000.  The building was 
described as a two-story brick building with a metal roof, occupied as a dry goods store, and situated on 
the south side of and known as No 109 West Weatherford Street, Fort Worth, TX.  In the Jarvis-Van 
Zandt Family Papers. 

286 Tarrant County Tax Rolls, 1850-1910, for the year 1876. 



 104

 
Figure 11.  A photograph of the inside of the second location of the bank (reproduced 

with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public 
Library). 

 
 
There he proposed that the Tarrant County Construction Company would prepare the 

roadbeds from Eagleford where the railroad had stopped if Texas & Pacific laid track 

and placed the rolling stock in operation.  An agreement was reached and the work 

renewed.287  Finally the railroad was coming to Fort Worth.  Editor Buckley B. Paddock 

recalled, “When old No. 20, with its diamond stack sending streams of pungent wood 

smoke into the shimmery summer air, rolled into town at 11:23 A.M. on July 19, 1876, 

there was an outburst of unrestrained joy.  The gleeful Democrat headlined the story:  

AT LAST  

THE DAY HAS COME 

HOPE ENDS IN FRUITION 

                                                 
287 Paddock, History of Texas, Fort Worth, and the Texas Northwest, 2: 611. 
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For Fort Worth the railroad was the difference between hope and resignation, between 

importance and oblivion.”288 The railroad meant more business and an increase in 

prosperity for the once isolated community.  By 1900 other railroads had service 

through Fort Worth, including the Missouri, Kansas and Texas (the "Katy"), the Santa 

Fe, the Fort Worth and New Orleans, the Fort Worth and Brownwood, the Fort Worth 

and Rio Grande, the Fort Worth and Denver City, the Fort Worth, Corsicana and 

Beaumont, and the St. Louis Southwestern (the "Cotton Belt").289   

 1880 marked another year of change for Tidball, Van Zandt and Company.  They 

moved from Van Zandt’s old storefront to a new brick facade located on First and 

Main.290  In November of 1884, Tidball, Van Zandt and Company, a private concern, 

became the Fort Worth National Bank after having received a charter from the Federal 

government.291  In 1865-1866 four national banks were chartered in Texas under the 

National Currency Act of 1863, which was later amended and became the National Bank 

Act of 1864.  Two were in Galveston, one was in Houston, and the other was in San 

Antonio.292  There were so few because the required capital of $50,000 was hard to 

come by and the state still prohibited state chartered banks, so private banks like 

Tidball, Van Zandt and Company, remained the primary outlet for the growth of the 

                                                 
288 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 75-76. 
289 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 2: 1,122-1,124. 
290 See Figure 12, a photograph of the new building. 
291 See Figure 13, a photocopy of the National Bank license. 
292 The National Bank Act of 1864, also known as the National Currency Act of 1863 created a 

supervised system of national banks and established the minimum amount of capital required to open, 
the rules for making loans and the qualifications to get a loan. See Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation(FDIC), “Important Banking Legislation,” www.fdic.gov/regulations/laws/important/index.html 
and see Comptroller of Currency(OCC), “National Banking System Created,” 
www.occ.treas.gov/exhibits/histor3.htm for general information; For the act, see United States Statutes 
at Large, 13 (Washington, D.C.: Little, Brown and Company, 1864), sec. 106; see also Carlson, A 
Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 21.   
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banking system in Texas.293  Finally in Fort Worth there was enough capital being  

produced to make a national bank possible.  The Fort Worth National Bank opened in 

March of 1884 with a capital stock of $125,000.294   

Figure 12.  A photograph of the new bank building (reproduced with permission from 
the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public Library). 

 
 Along with the change from private to national status, new partners were added 

to the bank: Noah Harding, E. J. Beall, and Robert L. Ellison.295  Van Zandt liked Noah 

                                                 
293 Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 21. 
294 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 129.  See also The Fort Worth National Bank 

Century One: 1873-1973 (Fort Worth: Fort Worth National Bank, 1973), 19. 
295 Noah Harding and Robert L. Ellison were new residents of Fort Worth.  Prior to their arrival in 

1883, they ran a commercial bank in Paris, Tennessee.  Harding was from Kentucky and had served 
under Nathan Bedford Forrest in the Confederate cavalry.  Ellison later served as ranch manager for the 
Shoe Nail Ranch in Childress County during the 1880s.  E.J. Beall was married to Van Zandt’s sister 
Frances Cooke Van Zandt.  Beall was not active in the business. See Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 
148n.  Also Noah Harding’s granddaughter Blanche Harding Sewell’s papers are at Rice University, which 
has a professorship of statistics named for Noah Harding.  See also Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of 
Texas, 5: 1,033. 
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Harding because they worked together with the same opinion on how banks should be 

run: “We felt that as bankers we owed it to our depositors and our borrowers to 

conduct our business on a very high plane and to discourage unsound business 

adventures.”  Later Harding became vice president of the bank after Tidball sold his 

interest, and he held the position until his death in 1914.296 

 The bank had changed from a private bank to a national bank, and with this 

change in status and the growth of the town came a need to improve the services 

offered to meet the demand.  Before 1893 Fort Worth banks, including the Fort Worth 

National, had a slow and non-efficient method of clearing checks.  The checks and 

other pertinent items were gathered over the course of the day and then messengers 

were sent out to the banks that the items were drawn from to collect the appropriate 

funds and finish the transactions.  The messenger system was slow and prone to 

robberies, and the transactions necessary to complete the settlement between the 

banks were too numerous to be completed as quickly as needed.  The new beginning 

and an end to this inefficient messenger system occurred in December 1892.  Fort 

Worth bank presidents, including Van Zandt, organized the Fort Worth Clearing House 

Association, which functioned as a central meeting point that the banks could call on to 

complete their transactions with each other.  This sped up the banking process and 

made it more efficient.297  The increase in efficiency was important because the banks 

were then prepared to face the coming boom in business and economy. 

                                                 
296 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 148; See also Fifty Years: The Story of the Fort Worth 

National Bank (Fort Worth National Bank, 1923), no page numbers. 
297 Reed Sass, “A History of the Fort Worth National Bank” (Typescript, n.d., Fort Worth National 

Bank Papers, Fort Worth Public Library, Fort Worth, TX). 
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Figure 13.  A photocopy of the National Bank License (reproduced with permission from 
the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public Library). 

 
 

 New business arrived in Fort Worth, thanks in major part to the railroad.  This 

new transportation system was especially good for the cattle industry.  Livestock could 
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be sent to Fort Worth and then shipped to where it was needed.298  One of the new 

businesses that came to town as a result of the railroad was the meatpacking industry.  

Several businessmen joined together in 1883 to form a meatpacking company, but it 

lasted little more than a year.  It was tried again in 1890 and it was also a failure.299  

Van Zandt and city leaders recognized the importance of the meatpacking industry to 

the growing economic future of Fort Worth and raised a pot of $100,000 to offer as a 

prize to any meat packing company that came to Fort Worth.  This drew two packing 

companies from Chicago, Armor and Swift, and the money was split between them.300  

As the meatpacking industry prospered so did the bank, with increased business 

interests and as an authority on loans to the cattle industry.301   

As a result of the increase in business, the bank, with Van Zandt still president, 

again moved to a new site in 1904.  One of the first skyscrapers of the day in Fort 

Worth, the seven-story building stood tall on the corner of Fifth and Main streets.302  

Meatpacking was not the only business coming to the bank for financial management.  

The growth of West Texas at the beginning of the twentieth century allowed Fort Worth 

to become a cotton and grain center because “West Texas bankers came to look to Fort 

Worth for correspondent bank services.”  Since the West Texas bankers did not have as 

much access to the variety of services offered by the Fort Worth National, they 

                                                 
298 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 94.  
299 The Fort Worth National Bank Century One: 1873-1973 (Fort Worth National Bank, 1973), 17. 
300 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 178-179. 
301 The Fort Worth National Bank Century One, 19-20. 
302 See Figures 14 & 15 for photographs of the new building.  See also The Fort Worth National 

Bank Century One, 20. 
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conducted their business through mail.  The National bank added new services and 

lines of credit to facilitate this growth in business.303   

 
Figure 14.  A photograph of the new bank building on 5th and Main Street (reproduced 

with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public 
Library). 

                                                 
303 The Fort Worth National Bank Century One, 21. 
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Figure 15.  Overhead photograph of the new bank building on 5th and Main Street 

(reproduced with permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth 
Public Library). 

 
 

The year 1911 marked another boom in growth for Fort Worth and the bank with 

the discovery of oil on the W. T. Waggoner Ranch near Wichita Falls.  Fort Worth was 

the closest major city and did business with the two oil refineries that were functioning 

by 1912.  Then in 1917 another oil field was discovered in Ranger, and in 1918 rich oil 

fields were discovered at Desdamona and Burkburnett.304  All of these new discoveries 

made Fort Worth and consequently the bank a hotbed for business dealing with oil and 

petroleum. The oil industry would have a lasting impact on the once small frontier town 

and Van Zandt would make sure that the bank remained current with the times.305 

                                                 
304 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 1: 832, 2: 605-606, 6: 785-786. 
305 The Fort Worth National Bank Century One, 21-22. 
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During this period of dramatic financial, industrial, and agricultural growth in 

Texas, the question of the state banking system was revisited in the state legislature.  

As late as 1900, state chartered banks were still prohibited by Texas law and so the 

people went to the private and national banks such as Fort Worth National Bank to 

conduct their financial business.  This changed when, “On August 14, 1905, the State of 

Texas reestablished its state banking system, which had been in a state of hibernation 

since 1876.”306  National chartered banks offered more advantages than did the newly 

created state chartered banks because they had more freedom when conducting 

business over state lines.  But the creation of the state banking system meant there 

would be more banks and competition to offer the best services to both customers and 

employees. 

An example of offering better services to the employees occurred in the spring of 

1913.  R. Ellison Harding, the son of Noah Harding, then a cashier, discovered that a 

couple of clerks had bought a coffee pot and a hot plate so they could make coffee to 

go with their lunches.  He liked the idea and suggested that the bank have a small 

lunchroom.  At first just free coffee was served, but then the bank purchased a cook 

stove and some dishes, and hired a cook while the employees paid the cost of the food.  

Less then two years later the bank assumed all costs for the cafeteria.  The new 

cafeteria served to give the bank a new level of prestige and Van Zandt as the 

president oversaw it all.307 

                                                 
306 Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, 56; see also Tyler et al, eds., New 

Handbook of Texas, 1: 371-373. 
307 Sass, “A History of the Fort Worth National Bank.” 
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On a national scale, the Federal Reserve System was established in December 

1913.  The Fort Worth National Bank joined the new system and Van Zandt had a hand 

in the new system as both president of the bank and through his son Richard Lipscomb 

Van Zandt.  A man named Oscar Wells who had been a cashier of the Fort Worth 

National Bank became the first governor of the Federal Reserve Bank for the Eleventh 

District when it opened for business in Dallas on November 16, 1914.  K. M. Van 

Zandt’s son Richard, who had been a clerk in his father’s bank, succeeded Wells as 

governor in March 1915.308  The Van Zandt family was thus in charge of two of the 

most prestigious banking facilities in the area that served both local and national 

interests.   

 The outbreak of World War I in 1914 encouraged a new era of banking.  Electric 

posting machines were installed to replace the hand-posted ledgers in March of 1915.  

Van Zandt kept the bank up to date with the growth of modern technology.  The 

discovery of oil in 1911 at places near Fort Worth, like the Electra oil field on the 

Waggoner Ranch, coincided with the increased need for oil to produce fuel to power the 

automobile, which were needed for the war effort.  This development only made the 

services offered by the Fort Worth National Bank more important.  The bank opened 

extensive lines of credit to oil and its allied industries, adding to the already extensive 

business done with the cattle, cotton, and grain industries.  Oliver Knight in his book, 

Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, wrote that “Fort Worth became the gateway to the 

West Texas oilfields.  Companies in need of a major supply base, yet not wanting the 

                                                 
308 Sass, “A History of the Fort Worth National Bank”; see also Tyler et al, eds., The New 

Handbook of Texas Online Edition.   
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inconvenience of a boomtown, made Fort Worth their headquarters…with oil, the 

skyscraper era arrived.” 309    

The United States entered World War I in 1917, and airfields and other war 

related industries grew up around Fort Worth, causing an explosion in business thanks 

to the plethora of soldiers stationed at the various posts around the city and county.  

Camp Bowie, for example, was established in the Arlington Heights area three miles 

from downtown Fort Worth.  It was home to the 36th Infantry Division and provided 

facilities for at least thirty thousand soldiers.310   

Because of the war, and the increase in business and population, as a result of 

the military bases, the Fort Worth National Bank established new services to cater to 

their increased customer base.  A Savings Department had been opened in 1915.  At a 

meeting of the bank’s board of directors led by Van Zandt in January 1918, a decision 

was made to request the right from the Federal Reserve Board for the Fort Worth 

National Bank to create a Trust Department.  Permission was granted in April and the 

new Trust Department opened in December of 1918.  The function of the Trust 

Department was to settle estates and administer trusts and guardianships.  After the 

war, buildings began to pop up left and right throughout Fort Worth.  They were taller 

and more magnificent than the ones before.  For example, Farmers and Mechanics 

National Bank built their twenty-four story building on the corner of 7th and Main 

Streets, on the site of their previous headquarters, which had been established in 1899.  

This building would become the new home of the Fort Worth National Bank, which 
                                                 

309 Sass, “A History of the Fort Worth National Bank.”  See also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the 
Trinity, 192. 

310 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 1: 929-930. 
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needed more space for its expanded services.  Other new buildings that popped up 

during this time included the Hotel Texas (now the Sheraton Fort Worth), Fort Worth 

Club, Blackstone Hotel, Sinclair Building, Electric Building, Fair Building (now Service Life 

Center), and the First Methodist Church.311  All of these buildings still stand today. 

 Right before the Great Depression, in 1927, Fort Worth National Bank bought out 

Farmers and Mechanics National Bank and took over their headquarters on 7th and Main 

Street as their new home.312  This signaled a new era of banking in Fort Worth.  Prior to 

1927, the “Strong Three,” consisting of the Fort Worth National, First National, and 

Farmers and Mechanics National, dominated banking in Fort Worth.  There had been 

other banks as the settlement of Fort Worth had grown to become a town, but they 

either failed or were absorbed by these “Strong Three.”  Now the “Strong Three” were 

lacking one, but other banks were being formed and by 1944 there would be five main 

banks, Fort Worth National, First National, Continental National, Trinity State, and 

Union.313  Throughout it all, Van Zandt’s bank survived and grew. 

 Van Zandt, as head of the Fort Worth National Bank since its inception, enjoyed 

the prosperity of his growing institution.  He was worth $64, 275 in 1886, after the 

bank was granted national status. 314  Thirty years later, on the eve of the United States 

involvement in World War I, he was worth $151,340.  Finally, in 1926, just four years 

before his death, K. M. Van Zandt was worth $182,100, primarily in real estate.315  He 

                                                 
311 The Fort Worth National Bank Century One, 22.  
312 See Figure 16 for a picture of the new headquarters.  See also Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on 

the Trinity, 193; and Reed Sass, “A History of the Fort Worth National Bank” under chronology of events. 
313 Knight, Fort Worth Outpost on the Trinity, 192-193. 
314 Tarrant County Tax Rolls, 1850-1910, for the year 1886. 
315 Tarrant County Tax Rolls, 1850-1981, for the years 1916 & 1926. 
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made good use of his wealth by supporting his third wife, Octavia Pendleton, and his 

fourteen children, five of whom belonged to his third wife.   

 
Figure 16.  Photograph of the new bank headquarters on 7th Street (reproduced with 
permission from the Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, Fort Worth Public Library). 

 
 
  All was going well for Fort Worth and the Fort Worth National Bank when the 

Great Depression hit in 1929.  The economic blow was staggering as it was across 
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much of the country and the world, but another blow was dealt to the Fort Worth 

National Bank.  Maj. Khleber Miller Van Zandt died at 3:00 A. M., on Wednesday, March 

19, 1930 of natural causes.316  He was healthy before he died and still working as 

president of the bank.  Van Zandt’s death marked the end of an era in pioneer Texas 

banking.  He had been a force to be reckoned with in pushing the growth and 

prosperity of Fort Worth, and the Fort Worth National Bank, for which he had served as 

president from its inception in 1884.  Combined with the ten years he served as 

president of the previous incarnation of the Fort Worth National Bank, which was 

Tidball, Van Zandt and Company, Van Zandt was president of a major banking 

institution in Fort Worth for fifty-six years.  His service was given its due merits in the 

various newspaper notifications and articles published after his death.  The Fort Worth 

Record-Telegram City Edition declared the day after Van Zandt’s death that: 

The body of the grand old man of Fort Worth and Texas, the city-builder 
and dean of Texas Bankers, will rest in state at the First Christian Church 
from 1 o’clock this afternoon until the hour for services.  In his honor, 
business generally will be ceased after noon. . .Grief at the passing of 
Major Van Zandt knew no geography as word of his death flashed 
throughout the country yesterday morning.  Members of the banking 
fraternity, Confederate comrades and hundreds of friends poured in a 
flood of telegrams and the Texas Senate adjourned out of respect to his 
memory after passing resolutions on his death.317 

 

Van Zandt had a major impact on the growth of Fort Worth, which would continue 

throughout the Great Depression.  The Fort Worth National Bank had prospered from its 

humble beginnings as Tidball, Van Zandt and Company, under the firm guiding hand of 

                                                 
316 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 177; see also The Fort Worth National Bank Century One, 

25-27. 
317 Fort Worth Record-Telegram, 20 March 1930. 
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Major K. M. Van Zandt, who served as its president for fifty-six years.  Van Zandt’s own 

finances grew as the city he put his monumental efforts into grew.  He left an estate 

worth $184,000.318   

There is no question that Van Zandt left a lasting impression on the town of Fort 

Worth and the banking industry of Texas.  He was there in the early days before state 

banks were allowed and in the early days of national banks.  He arrived when the 

population was below 200 and when he died the population of Fort Worth was over 

277,000 people.319  Van Zandt was usually involved in every major event that occurred: 

the railroad reaching Fort Worth, the coming of the meat packing industry, the oil 

boom, and all of the major and minor banking innovations from the establishment of 

the trust department to the inclusion of a lunchroom for employees.  He sold the land 

to the bank for its first change of location and he guided the bank through the 

prosperous years of World War I.320  In the introduction to Carlson’s book, A Monetary 

and Banking History of Texas, Peter Molyneaux quoted an article he wrote for The 

Texas Weekly shortly after Van Zandt’s death.  In it he states,  

If it is true, as Emerson has said, that an institution is the lengthened 
shadow of a man, then surely the Fort Worth National Bank is the 
embodiment of Major Van Zandt’s more than fifty years of service as its 
head, and will stand as his monument as long as the financial system of 
Texas stands.  For in building that splendid institution, he built into the 
very structure of the State’s financial system, and Texas banking owes to 
him what it owes to few other men in history.321 

 

                                                 
318 Tarrant County Tax Rolls, 1850-1981, for the year 1930. 
319 Population numbers are from Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 2: 1,122-1,124.   
320 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 146; see also Texas, Tarrant County, Index to Deeds 

(Rattikin Title Company, Fort Worth, TX).  Van Zandt was president of the bank through the years of 
World War I and therefore was a major force behind all of the developments of that time period. 

321 Carlson, A Monetary and Banking History of Texas, introduction. 
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From his powerful position as both president of the main bank of Fort Worth and one of 

the leading citizens, Van Zandt was able to influence the growth of the town and 

facilitate the growth of his own interests.  He was a governing member of several 

related organizations including the K. M. Van Zandt Land Company, Fort Worth Life 

Insurance Company, Fort Worth and Denver Railway, and the Fort Worth Street Railway 

Company.  Van Zandt was a community leader and saw something in Fort Worth that 

made it worth settling and bringing his entire family.   

In Van Zandt’s autobiography, edited by Dr. Sandra L. Myres, she stated it best 

by saying, “K. M. Van Zandt was not the hard-shooting, hard-fighting, hard-drinking, 

hard-talking Texan of myth and legend.  Rather, he was one of the quiet men who built 

homes, plowed the land, engaged in business, promoted towns and cities, opened 

schools, and enforced law and order.  These men were truly typical Texans, and K. M. 

Van Zandt was one of their number.”322  Part of that statement can also apply to his 

father Isaac Van Zandt.  The elder statesman was also not a hard-shooting, hard-

fighting, hard-drinking, hard-talking Texan of myth and legend.  It is true he was not a 

quiet man and he had been known for his voluminous speeches, unlike his son Khleber 

Miller who preferred the quiet approach to advance his interests.  However, Isaac Van 

Zandt built a home for his family in Texas in Marshall.  He engaged in farming, 

purchasing land, which his wife Frances Cooke Lipscomb most likely controlled while her 

husband engaged in business.  First he was a lawyer, then a statesman, and finally a 

chargé d’affaires, and if not for his death possibly a governor of Texas.  Van Zandt 

                                                 
322 Van Zandt, Force Without Fanfare, 177. 
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promoted the town of Marshall by naming it, securing its position as county seat of 

Harrison County, and promoting the growth of Marshall University.323  Finally, Isaac Van 

Zandt promoted law and order by serving as a representative for his county in both the 

Fifth and Sixth Congresses of the Republic of Texas.  As chargé d’affaires to the United 

States, he helped secure the annexation of Texas.  Equally as important, he served as a 

representative of his county in the Constitutional Congress of 1845, during which the 

first state constitution was written.  He was considered a gentleman and he set an 

example for his children by his actions and the way he lived his life.  Van Zandt County 

was named in his honor for his service to the state. 

Khleber Miller Van Zandt followed in his father’s footsteps by working equally as 

hard, but on a local level.  His experiences in the Civil War and immediately afterward in 

Marshall, where he served as a tax collector, gave him the necessary confidence that 

served him well when he reached the small outpost of Fort Worth in the 1860s.  He like 

his father wanted to improve his community and he did so from the ground up.  He too 

built a home for his family, and engaged in business.  First he opened a mercantile 

store and then he entered into his most important and influential role as a member of 

the banking industry.  Throughout his career as a member of one of the major banks of 

Fort Worth, Van Zandt saw and helped to bring about many of the key developments 

that took Fort Worth from being a small abandoned military outpost to a thriving city.  

He was one of a few key men who worked to make their community a better place for 

themselves and everyone else.  By the time of his death in 1930, Fort Worth had 

                                                 
323 Tyler et al, eds., New Handbook of Texas, 6: 707, & 4:521. 
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prospered as a cattle town, meatpacking was a booming business, it had several 

railroad lines running through it, the banking industry was firmly developed and would 

survive the depression.  Also Fort Worth had a prospering school system, including 

universities such as Texas Christian University.  Following his father’s example, Van 

Zandt was disciplined, hard working, and deeply religious.  He served as president of 

the board of his church for over twenty years and with his younger brother, Isaac 

Lycurgus, secured the land on which the church presently stands today.324 

Both men had large families, K. M. more so than Isaac.  Isaac Van Zandt left 

behind a wife and five children.  His son, K. M., left behind many more children.  Sixty-

nine descendants including twelve children, thirty grandchildren, twenty-five great-

grandchildren, and two great great grandchildren survived him.  He was also survived 

by his wife Octavia Pendleton, his younger brother Isaac Lycurgus, and two sisters, Ida 

Van Zandt Jarvis and Frances Cooke Van Zandt Beall.325  

Both men wanted to improve their communities no matter the size and they 

accomplished what they set out to do.  Thanks in part to the contributions made by 

both Isaac Van Zandt and his son Khleber Miller, both Texas and the city of Fort Worth 

became what they are today.  These two men helped to lay the foundations that the 

modern incarnations of both state and city rest upon.  Their contributions should be 

recognized and remembered because like Harry S Truman said, “Men make history and 

not the other way around. In periods where there is no leadership, society stands still. 

                                                 
324 Tyler et al, eds.. New Handbook of Texas,  6: 707. 
325 See Figure 17, a picture of K. M. Van Zandt and his fourteen children. 
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Progress occurs when courageous, skillful leaders seize the opportunity to change 

things for the better.” 

 
Figure 17.  K. M. Van Zandt and his 14 children, 1913.  Top row, standing, left to right: 
Alice Van Zandt Williams, Edmund Pendleton Van Zandt, Virginia Van Zandt Diboll, Elias 

Beal Van Zandt, Ida Van Zandt Smith, Richard I. Van Zandt, Annie Van Zandt Atwell, 
Isaac Van Zandt, Francis Cooke Van Zandt Sloan.  Bottom row, left to right: K.M. Van 
Zandt Jr., Florence Van Zandt Williams, K.M. Van Zandt, Albert Sydney Johnson Van 

Zandt, Mary Louisa Van Zandt Hendricks, Margaret Colleville Van Zandt Miller. 
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 I have ever believed, and attempted to act upon the principle, and it is true in 

religion and political government as in everything else, that unity of design is the secret 

of success.  Man, with his contracted powers, is seldom capable of grasping more than 

one science: or rather, he is more likely to succeed in any particular study or pursuit in 

life, if he makes it his sole occupation; and by scattering his efforts, they almost always 

prove fruitless.  Look at the material universe which surrounds us:  we have but one 

sun to give us light by day, but one moon, to enliven us by night; each particular star 

has its sphere and its own particular part to perform in the economy of nature.  So it is 

with man.  He has his particular orbit around which to revolve: he has his particular 

duties to discharge.  And it is rare in this world to meet with a universal genius: It is an 

old adage, that a Jack at all trades is good in none.  Whenever you find a preacher 

dabbling in politics, in nine cases out of ten, you will find that he is neither fit for church 

nor state.  Whenever they descend from the sacred desk, and mingle with the rabble in 

the street and around grog shops, their usefulness is paralyzed, and they are but 

common men in the community. 

 The question is an important one; one that involves perhaps the safety and 

future welfare of the people of the country.  I am for keeping the ministry within their 

proper sphere; there they will be profitable and useful, useful not only for time but for 

eternity. 

 
Source:  William F. Weeks, reporter, Debates of the Texas Convention (Houston: J.W. 
 Cruger, 1846), 180-182. 
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It has been remarked, Mr. Chairman, that power is dangerous.  According to my 

impressions there is no maxim more correct; and the only way to disarm it, and free it 

from a dangerous tendency, is to divide it.  If you vest the two Houses of the 

Legislature as proposed by the Committee, with the sole unchecked power of enacting 

laws, it occurs to me that this power becomes dangerous; and that it is calculated to 

produce more disorganization and confusion in the country than any power which you 

are likely to bestow upon the Governor.  As remarked by the gentleman from Fayette in 

this Country as in all others, instances are not uncommon, where bills of a questionable 

or injurious tendency have been presented, and passed through both Houses in the 

hurry of the moment, without being duly reflected upon.  The Constitution provides that 

no bill shall become a law until it shall have been read on three several days in each 

House, and passed by the same, unless in cases of emergency the rule shall be 

suspended by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the House where it originated.  I 

will appeal to the gentlemen upon this floor to say how often the object of that 

provision has been has been evaded, and measures requiring no slight degree of 

deliberation, have been taken up, and rushed precipitately through the House.  The 

veto power has indeed been the safeguard of the country.  Perhaps in a few instances, 

principally of a private character, it may have been improperly exercised; but I would 

ask gentlemen here to point to a single act of Congress vetoed by the Executive, which 

if carried out would have resulted beneficially.  Or, on the other hand, what injury has 

ever been inflicted by the exercise of this power?  On the contrary it is acknowledged 

by all parties that the existence of the veto power in this government has been the 
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salvation of the country.  Each and every Executive who has occupied the chair of State 

has upon some occasions exercised this power, and to the best of my recollection, with 

regard to matters of a general character, I know of no case of its improper exercise.  

Cases of an individual character, where perhaps it may have been misemployed from 

personal prejudice, I intend not to inquire into.  But in those pertaining to the public 

interest, in those of enactments to preserve the supreme law of the land, I know of no 

such instance.  If you travel back to the United States, I ask upon what occasion has its 

exercise proved injurious there?  It is true that discontent has prevailed to some extent 

with regard to it; but in what portion of that Union has it prevailed?  In the great 

majority, or in the party now in the minority, and which has been in the minority for the 

last twenty-five years, except upon one or two occasions?  Though I believe it 

unnecessary here to discuss the relations of parties in the United States, and avoid it as 

much as anyone, yet I believe it not improper to allude to the great principles 

distinguishing those parties.  A further restriction of the veto power is now a favorite 

principle of the Whig party.  I believe, however, that the great majority of the people 

have seen that it should not be restricted; but that its exercise has been wise and 

salutary; that it has produced good, or rather has prevented much evil.  Gentlemen say 

that by requiring a majority of two-thirds you strike at the fundamental principles of 

free government.  This I deny.  You do not thereby arm the Executive with the power 

to introduce a measure, nor do you give him the force and effect of one-third of the 

Legislature, except as a negative power.  They say it is the great principle of all 

Republican Governments that the majority shall rule.  I recollect well a conversation 
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with that distinguished man, Mr. Calhoun, in which he entered at length into the 

discussion of the veto power.  He said that there was no tyranny known to the civilized 

world greater than that of the unrestricted power, a simple majority; and that he could 

nowhere find the reason why forty-nine men should have the right unrestrictedly to 

govern forty-eight. We have had instances in this country where twenty-one members 

have disfranchised eighteen or twenty representing twice the population by those 

twenty-one.  Then it is not universally a rule of republicanism that a simple majority has 

the unrestricted right to force its edicts down upon a less number.  Gentlemen fear that 

if you give to the Executive the power of the veto the people will be discontented: and 

argue that if you adopt a safe principle and let a simple majority pass a law, if the 

people are dissatisfied, at the next Legislature the law will be repealed.  I would ask if 

this principle should govern us, a principle which would require a change of the laws 

every year?  It has been frequently the case that our own Congress has passed a law at 

one session, repealed it the next, and again reinstated it the following year.  If a law is 

of so wise and wholesome a character that the public welfare imperiously demands its 

passage, its necessity will be evidently apparent to two-thirds of the Legislature.  If, on 

the contrary, it is of so doubtful a character that it can obtain only a simple majority of 

one or two votes, I say the people should be again called to act upon it before it should 

become a law.  If a wise law is postponed for the moment, at the next election the 

question goes before the people.  Where then the difficulty if right in passing the law at 

a subsequent session?  If it is one of such permanent necessity, where the evil in 

referring it to the second sober thought of the people?  It is rarely the case that any law 
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requires to be passed so early that it cannot wait another session of the Legislature.  

But as many evils may result from hasty legislation, and power is more beneficial and 

less dangerous when divided, and as each department is designed to operate as a 

check over the other, I think it better to adopt the amendment of the gentleman from 

Red River, by which we shall secure all the benefit of wholesome laws, and avoid the 

dangers consequent upon creeds and ill digested legislation. 

 
Source:  William F. Weeks, reporter, Debates of the Texas Convention (Houston: J.W. 
 Cruger, 1846), 141-143. 
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You cannot expect men of age, experience, and learning, to quit a lucrative practice, 

and engage in the arduous duties of a judicial station, unless you give them a 

competent support, and pay them something extra.  Men who have devoted years of 

study and of toil to the law, who have snuffed the midnight lamp from their earliest 

youth, cannot be expected to go upon the bench for a bare support for themselves and 

their families.  You must pay them something more than the amount absolutely 

necessary to pay them meat and bread, and supply them with the clothes they wear.  

You must expect to pay them something extra, and this cannot be done with a less 

amount than 2000 dollars.  The Finance Committee, composed of gentlemen well 

versed in the finances of the country, believe that the amount necessary, at 2000 

dollars may be raised for this purpose.  When we proceed to the district judges, he was 

making for a distinction; he believes 1750 quite sufficient.  In all professions, as in trade 

and occupation, there are various grades.  Though satisfied that the district judges will 

perform as much physical and perhaps mental labor, still he thought it best to keep up 

the distinction of grades. 

 

 
Source:  William F. Weeks, reporter, Debates of the Texas Convention (Houston: J.W. 
 Cruger, 1846), 290-291. 
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