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Condemned prisoners in Texas and most other states are given an opportunity to 

make a final statement in the last moments before death. An anecdotal review by the 

author of this study over the last 15 years indicates that condemned prisoners use the 

opportunity for a variety of purposes. They ask forgiveness, explain themselves, lash 

out at accusers, rail at the system, read poems, say goodbyes to friends and family, 

praise God, curse fate – and assert their innocence with their last breaths. The final 

words also are typically heard by a select group of witnesses, which may include a 

prisoner’s family and friends, victim’s relatives, and one or more journalists.  What the 

public knows about a particular condemned person’s statement largely depends on 

what the journalists who witness the executions chose to include in their accounts of 

executions, the accuracy of their notes, and the completeness of the statements that 

are recorded on departments of correction websites or records. This paper will examine, 

through rhetorical and content analyses, the final words of the 355 prisoners who were 

executed in Texas between 1976 and 2005, identify those who made unequivocal 

claims of innocence in their final statements, and analyze news coverage of their 

executions by the Associated Press. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 The 1,000th execution in the modern era of capital punishment in the United 

States took place in Raleigh, N.C., at 2 a.m. on Dec. 2, 2005, with a lethal injection 

administered to a man convicted of killing his estranged wife and her father 17 years 

earlier (Weigl, 2005, NCDOC, 2006, AP, 2005).  Of the 38 states that have contributed 

to the executioner’s toll, none has made a greater contribution than Texas. Between 

1976, when the Supreme Court reinstated  the death penalty, and 2005, as this paper 

was being researched, Texas executed 355 men and women, slightly more than one 

third of the nation’s total – and it continues to do so at a rapid clip (Death Penalty 

Information Center, 2006). In that same period, North Carolina carried out 37 executions 

– barely a tenth of the Texas count alone (Death Penalty Information Center, 2006). In a 

custom that can be traced to practices in medieval England, condemned prisoners in 

Texas and most other states are given the opportunity to make a final statement in the 

last moments before death.   

My anecdotal review of last statements over the last 15 years as a journalist 

indicated that condemned prisoners used the opportunity for a variety of purposes. They 

asked forgiveness, explained themselves, lashed out at accusers, railed at the system, 

read poems, said goodbyes to friends and family, praised God, cursed fate – and 

asserted their innocence with their last breaths.  As they often spent more than a 

decade on death row before their execution, prisoners seemingly had ample time to 

carefully consider not only the message they wish to convey, but also the exact words 

and phrasing of what they would say.  “When a man knows he is to be hanged in a 

fortnight, it concentrates his mind wonderfully’’ (Samuel Johnson, Bartlett, 1968, p. 432). 
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In this regard, the final statement of a condemned prisoner can be as deliberate as the 

execution that commences when the prisoner stops talking. The last words of the 

condemned typically are recorded by prison officials and often are posted on the 

Internet along with biographical information about the prisoners and the crimes that 

landed them on death row.   

The final words also are typically heard by a select group of witnesses, which 

may include a condemned prisoner’s family members and friends, victim’s relatives, and 

one or more journalists. Executions formerly were public spectacles that would draw 

thousands of curious people to town squares to hear the dying speeches of people 

about to be decapitated or hung. Today, lethal injections and other “modern” methods of 

execution have retreated into secluded chambers out of public view. Protestors may 

gather outside the death house, but they must rely on others for a view inside. The 

manner in which the final words of a condemned prisoner reach a greater audience is 

through the note-taking ability of prison officials or reporters who record their statements 

with pen and paper.  Although journalists frequently are permitted to witness executions, 

none of the 1,000 that have taken place since Gary Gilmore’s execution, by firing squad 

in Utah on Jan. 17, 1977, is known to have been tape recorded or captured on 

photograph or video as prisoner officials refuse to permit recording equipment and 

camera into their death chambers. Though the actual last words are typically no more 

than a half page of typed text, they are far too long to be reported or broadcast in full by 

a reporter.  What the public knows about a particular condemned person’s statement, 

then, depends on what the reporters who witness the execution chose to include in their 
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accounts of executions, the accuracy of their notes, and the completeness of the full 

statements that are recorded on departments of correction Web sites or records. 

When Kenneth Lee Boyd became the 1,000th prisoner to be executed in late 

2005, the 58-year-old Vietnam-era Army veteran’s guilt was not in question. He had 

long ago confessed to killing his estranged wife, Julie Curry Boyd, and his father-in-law, 

Thomas Dillard Curry, in a 1988 shooting spree . Boyd used his chance to make a final 

statement to address members of his family he had not killed. “Look after my son and 

grandson,’’ he told a daughter-in-law, according to an Associated Press report. “God 

bless everyone in here.”  In the nation’s busiest death house, the task of witnessing 

executions and writing dispatches about them has most frequently fallen to Associated 

Press correspondent Michael Graczyk. His accounts of lethal injections, from the Walls 

Unit of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice-Institutional Division in Huntsville, 

typically include one or two quotes from the condemned’s final statement.  

Though the rate at which the nation executes prisoners – roughly one every 10 

days – gives the process the veneer of societal acceptance, much controversy remains 

about the state-sanctioned practice of taking human life, due in large part to concerns 

that an innocent person has been, or might one day, be executed. Those fears, in turn, 

are largely based on claims by opponents of the death penalty that more than 100 

innocent persons have been sent to death row during the same 29 years that 1,000 

people were executed. Between Gilmore’s execution in 1977 and Boyd’s in 2005, 

abolitionists have documented 112 cases in which persons who have been sentenced 

to die have been released from death row after their convictions were overturned on 

appeal (Death Penalty Information Center 2005-2006,  April 13, 2006). Further, there 
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are numerous cases in which prisoner advocates and others have contended, thus far 

without what nationally syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts calls “scientific certainty,”  

that innocent people actually have been executed  (Pitts, 2006). 

 This paper, through rhetorical and content analyses, will examine the final words 

of the 355 people who were executed in Texas between 1976 and 2005, identify those 

who made unequivocal claims of innocence in their final statement, and analyze news 

coverage of their executions by the Associated Press. Analysis of these texts will show: 

the communication context, or rhetorical situation, from which these statements are 

issued; the ways that the words of these statements flow through the criminal justice 

system; and the ways that these words reach the public through journalistic accounts.  

In this study, special attention will be paid to claims of innocence and how these are 

filtered through this system and through press accounts, since advocates for abolishing 

the death penalty claim innocent people may have been executed.  These abolitionists 

focus much of their attention on Texas, since it accounts for one-third of executions in 

the nation, and therefore, this study focuses on final statements from those executed in 

the state. 

 

Background and Literature Review 

Last words are almost as ubiquitous as death itself. Only those among us who 

lack the capacity of speech will not at some point utter what will be our last words, 

whether they were spoken knowing, or not, that death was but a breath away. In a 

broader sense, life itself is comprised of many last words: 

the last words we share before going to sleep, (the last words before) a voyage 
… the last words we say to this person or that … Each parting statement has a 
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faint resonance with the final parting. Young children may feel anxious at even 
brief separations, and some adults panic at the moment of saying goodbye 
although they have every reason to believe that they will soon be with the other 
person again. Perhaps last words simply get our attention. Perhaps they simply 
remind us: This moment is urgent. This moment calls upon the wholeness of our 
being. This moment and all that it represents should not escape before burning 
itself into our hearts and minds. (Kastenbaum, 1993) 
 
Most last words, however, burn themselves into nothing enduring. They are 

heard by another person, of a small group or people and remembered, or not, for the life 

of those who heard them, then they vanish into the ether.  Only those last words that 

are, for whatever reason, reduced to writing remain available for study. And those, it 

turns out, are an infinitesimally small fraction of the whole.  Famous last words have 

been recorded throughout history: Christ’s final statement on the cross; Julius Caesar’s 

final statement to Brutus in Shakespeare’s play;  Nathan Hale’s lament that he had “but 

one life to lose for his country.” Actual collections of last words are exceedingly rare and 

survive seemingly by happenstance.  There are a handful of collections of pamphlets 

published in 18th- and 19th--century England, Ireland, and Australia documenting the last 

words of those sent to the gallows for crimes and heresy. There are magazine accounts 

of pious Methodists fighting temptation in the last moments of their lives. Collections 

such as those have been analyzed and are reviewed later in this paper.  

  

Last Words as Psychological, Religious Actions 

 The last words spoken by a person are given special status in cultures around 

the world (Kastenbaum 1993):  A poem composed by a Zen master in the final 

moments of life, Socrates’ instructions to his companions after drinking the hemlock, a 

heretic asserting innocence before the very clergy that will assure his death  (p. 1) -- 
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Each of these statements is “made more compelling or credible by the circumstances in 

which they were uttered”  (p. 3). Last words, merely by being the last, carry 

psychological weight because “it has long been known to experimental psychologists 

that the first and last items in a series are more salient to the observer than are the 

intermediary” (p. 4).  Among family and friends, a dying person’s last words often 

provide closure. Last goodbyes “may be special because of their signal function: now it 

is over, that was the last I will hear from him; I can stop listening and waiting and 

wondering (p. 4). Last words, of course, are not always premeditated. A person instantly 

killed in a traffic wreck while talking on a cell phone has no expectation that the words 

he or she is speaking will be the last. When a person feels the “physical touch of 

mortality”  

(p. 7) it may be easier to speak uncomfortable truths. A dying person “has nothing to 

lose. One can set aside fear of consequences that might otherwise inhibit truth-saying 

… Not only is one relieved from fear of consequences, but there may also be relief and 

satisfaction in finally letting the truth out” (p. 8).  Not all final words are so nobly 

motivated.  A dying person can seek revenge in a last verbal gasp, “to wreak 

vengeance on those who are felt to have made his/her life miserable” (p. 8) .  “Death’s 

cold hand’’ alone will not give flight to profound thoughts (p. 1). “Although wise people 

may have wise things to say as they near the end of their lives, it is possible that foolish, 

boring and neurotic people stay in character by saying foolish, boring and neurotic 

things, Moreover, the circumstances of death – the presence of physical stress, pain, 

medication, isolation – can have effects on final words that are “more deleterious than 

salutary” (p. 11).  And what of last words that are uttered but not heard or recorded? 
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(S)ome people charged with heresy refused to confess or recant under the 
duress of extreme torture and the prospect of death—yet, almost all of their 
courageous words have been lost to the silence of history. We still have many 
reports or attributions of last words spoken by people on good terms with the 
church establishment. But what precisely did that aged woman say as she was 
carried to an open field– on her death bed – and burned alive by Inquisition 
officials. (Kastenbaum, p. 13). 
 

 Bell (2003) analyzed the death-bed scenes published in Methodist magazines in 

18th-century Britain.  Popularized by John Wesley, these reports of everyday people at 

the end of life were intended as proof of the “promise of universal redemption” (p. 2).  

The closer death approached, a dying person “momentarily lingering on the border land 

of two worlds” (p. 5)  was believed to “receive a clearer revelation of truth and a 

supernatural insight into the future’’ (p. 5).  For those still uncertain of what awaited 

them, “the minutes, hours, days before death were a crucial proving ground”  not only 

for the dying, but also for “relatives, friends, and preachers (who) gathered eagerly 

around the death-bed for some final intimation of the dying person’s ultimate 

destination” (p.5).  

 And for those certain of their own salvation, death was no longer something to 

fear but to embrace “as the beginnings of a new life in paradise.” The death-bed itself 

became a “theater in which to perform,” providing a “stage around which spectators and 

participants could gather’’ as a dying man or woman “exhorted those gathered around 

them” to purge themselves of their own sin (Bell, p. 10). And while the “exact structure 

and performance’’ of each of these accounts varied from person to person, some 

features “were so common to dying scenes” that they were understood to be “essential 

practices” (Bell, p. 10). 
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 The right to make a final statement has been a privilege granted without regard 

to social standing. 

The privilege was extended to everyone: from kings, queens and aristocrats to 
lowest of the low – even to prisoners of war and those convicted of treason. The 
most hated criminals were allowed to deliver a dying speech, including the 
assassins of Presidents Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley. Individuals 
conspicuously  bereft of most rights were nevertheless afforded their last words. 
The privilege was extended to Nat Turner, a black slave who led an 1831 revolt 
in which fifty-five whites were shot, beheaded or hacked to death.  Even a 
Tennessee lynch mob saw fit to afford its victim the right to deliver a last dying 
speech. (O’Neill, p. 10) 
 
 

Execution Rituals 

 Executions in Protestant England became public spectacles and took on the air 

of a carnival. The condemned were eviscerated and dismembered and their heads 

sometimes publicly displayed (Questier, p. 67). Such displays served as  “ghastly 

billboard advertising the awful consequences” of the actions that led to the execution. 

(p. 83). Handfuls of blood-stained soil, or handkerchiefs dipped in blood, were hawked 

as souvenirs. (p. 83)  A “theater of the scaffold” (Spierenbernburg, quoted in Kelly, 

2001, p. 9) might draw several thousand people, all straining to hear the final words of 

priests condemned for treason and heresy  or common people convicted of crimes 

ranging from infanticide to arson ( Lake). A macabre form of entertainment, “they were 

carried out on a stage on which the drama of justice was enacted in its most visible and 

conspicuous form before the public’’ (Pieter Sprierenburg, quoted in Kelly, 2001, p. 11).  

Typical comments in a gallows speech might include statements  “of penitence and 

contrition, the exhortation to the young to good behaviour, the acknowledgement of 

guilt, the resignation to death, the acceptance that justice was being done, and the 
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appeal to God for forgiveness’’  (Kelly, 2001, p. 15).  The process transformed 

common criminals into oracles: 

The whole ritual of last dying speeches revolved around the privilege to words 
delivered in the face of death. Felons were expected not merely to tell the truth 
about their crimes but to reveal truths about their own spiritual condition and 
about the nature of true religion itself. (Lake, 1996 p. 75) 
 
The executions were more than a public ritual in which the guilty were punished. 

They also served to validate the system of beliefs that required their deaths in the first 

place: 

The capacity of the felon to face death with equanimity, sure of his or her 
repentance and therefore assured of Christ’s intercession and hence of salvation, 
was considered an infallible test of the personal religious profession of the 
condemned and of the truth in the religious system within which that profession 
was framed. (Lake, p. 75) 
 

They also were understood to be “not only as a judicial, but also as a political ritual. It 

belongs, even in minor cases, to the ceremonies by which power is manifested.’’ 

(Foucault, quoted in Kelly, 2001, p-11).  For those who were so far away they could not 

hear the final words of the condemned, pamphlets were sometimes published days or 

weeks after executions in which the condemned’s last words were reported.  In Ireland 

in the 18th  century, these “broadsides” took the form of a single sheet of paper, slightly 

smaller than a sheet of today’s printer paper,  that typically were printed on one side 

only (Kelly, 2001). One such pamphlet, published on the occasion of the execution in 

England of the papist Peter Lambert, an event witnessed by a crown of commoners and 

noblemen, was entitled, “The Success of Swaggering, Swearing, Dicing, Drunkenness 

and Whoring, Described in the Life and Downfall of Peter Lambert” (Lake, 1996). And 

whether the condemned person’s final words were heard or read, coming moments 
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before death, they were believed to emanate from “the moment of perfect truth” (Laster, 

1994, abstract). 

  The tradition of granting a condemned prisoner the opportunity to make a final 

statement is rooted in hundreds of years of Anglo-American history (O’Neill, 2001). The 

first known instance was that of Nicholas Brembe, a wealthy British grocer and politician 

who said a few words from the gallows before he was hung in 1388 (O’Neill, 2001). 

Sixteenth-century English history is peopled with famous persons who made speeches 

before being hung: Sir Thomas Moore, Anne Boleyn, Thomas Cromwell, Mary Queen of 

Scotts, and Guy Fawkes, among them. The custom was easily transplanted to the New 

World in the 17th  century, where British and American generals granted each others 

spies the chance to make a final address before death. Most famous, perhaps, are the 

words of Nathan Hale, before his execution by the British: “I only regret that I have but 

one life to lose for my country. (O’Neill, 2001). 

 Until the end of the 19th century, executions largely remained public spectacles – 

the stake at which witches were burned, the site of the guillotine, the gallows  --  even 

the earth from which a hanging tree grew – were located in public spaces. And the 

condemned person’s last words could be heard by anyone who showed up. Because of 

this access, executions from these days were unmediated experiences, contrasting 

sharply with the current, more controlled and remote, procedures for the state-

sanctioned taking of human life. Only when newer, more “humane” manners of 

execution became available – the electric chair, the gas chamber, and lethal injection – 

did executions retreat from public spaces into secluded “death chambers” inside the 

bowels of prison complexes. No longer visible to the general public, the public now 
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relied on the news media to relay what – if anything – the prisoner said before 

execution.  

 

The Rhetorical Situation of Modern Final Statements 

 Final statements given by condemned prisoners are created and expressed in a 

unique rhetorical situation (Bitzer, 1968). The exigence of occasion could hardly be 

more urgent. If the prisoner has something to say, it must be said now or never.  

Further, in a more typical rhetorical situation, the speaker is commonly more powerful 

than the audience. In the situation of a final statement, however, those roles are 

reversed. Indeed. it is hard to imagine a situation in which a speaker could have less 

power.  In a “typical” lethal injection in Texas, for example, the warden asks the 

condemned prisoner if he (or she) has anything to say after the prisoner is strapped to a 

gurney and needles are inserted into his or her veins. Prisoners then speak words that 

they know will be their last to a captive but silent audience. Interaction between the 

speaker and the audience is limited. The mirrored glass between executioner and 

prisoner means the prisoner cannot see the face of person or persons about to take his 

or her life. Except for a handful of prison officials actually in the death chamber with the 

condemned – in Texas the group usually consists of the warden,  the prison public 

information officer, and prison chaplain – the prisoner can see, but not hear, others who 

are witnessing the execution behind thick plate glass. The witnesses, similarly, can hear 

the prisoner through a microphone dangling above his head but nothing that  he or she 

says can be heard by him. In such a setting, final words can be viewed as rhetoric that: 

comes into being for the sake of something beyond itself; it functions ultimately to 
produces action or change in the world; it performs some task. In short, rhetoric 
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is a mode of altering reality, not by the direct application of energy to objects, but 
by the creation of discourse which changes reality through mediation of thought 
and action. (Bitzer) 
  

A prisoner’s final words might be aimed at changing how the world remembers him or 

her – as a killer worthy of society’s ultimate sanction or as a wrongly-convicted innocent. 

A prisoner might be attempting to sway public opinion about the death penalty – or 

making a final assault on the memory of his or her victim with a hurtful lie.    

 Last words can also be viewed as a form of epideitic, or ceremonial speech, in 

which prisoners use their final moments of life to assign blame or lavish praise on the 

audiences. Some condemned prisoners assail law enforcement officials and witnesses 

in their cases with their final breaths while others laud friends or family members who 

have supported them during the years on death row. And finally, because some 

executed prisoners make no final statement and also because in some cases there is 

no record of whether a final statement was made, the last moments in the lives of 

executed prisoners can be framed in a rhetoric of silence. The failure to record a dying 

person’s last words is more than a record-keeping omission. It is a commentary on the 

value of a life about to be extinguished. And while a decision to make no formal 

statement can be viewed as acquiescence or resignation to the end of life,  it can also 

be viewed as a powerful form of tactical silence (Glenn, 2004).  Having nothing to say to 

a group of people gathered for the express purpose of taking a life and witnessing the 

taking of that life can be viewed as statement as powerful as any words.  

 In the United States, a growing body of last words has become available in the 

last 30 years which has not been analyzed – the final statements of the more than 1,000 

men and women who have been executed.  Capital punishment and other aspects of 



 

 13

death row are the subject of extensive legal and philosophical research and debate. But 

if anyone has previously systematically analyzed the content of the final words of 

executed prisoners in the United States in the modern capital punishment era, neither I 

nor any of a series of reference librarians and academics consulted found evidence of it.  

The state-sanctioned taking of a human life is a highly formalized ritual governed 

by a set of written procedures typically called execution protocols. Protocols vary among 

the states. Generally, these documents choreograph in minute detail the myriad steps 

leading to an execution – from the moment prison officials receive a judicial death 

warrant setting a time and date for an execution through the actual execution itself.  The 

conditions under which a final statement is made and recorded are governed by the 

protocol of the state conducting the execution. Though the execution itself may be seen 

as a public act witnessed by a small group, the written protocol for carrying out an 

execution, at least in Texas, is not public. I  filed on April 2, 2005 a Texas Public 

Information Act  request with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice(TDCJ) for a 

copy of Texas’ execution protocol. On April 7, 2005, TDCJ released a scant four pages 

of its protocol – all blank forms condemned prisoners are requested to fill out shortly 

before they are killed. The prison system said that it was asking the Texas Office of the 

Attorney General (TOAG) for permission to withhold the remaining pages of the protocol 

on its belief that the information was “confidential and therefore not releasable.” On 

June 13, the TOAG informed the state prison system that it could withhold the 

requested records for security reasons: 

You state that the submitted document includes information regarding 
management and transport of death row inmates and procedures regarding the 
execution of condemned offenders. You contend that the release of the 
requested information ‘could be used to identify and exploit  or create 
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weaknesses in death row prison security’. Based on your representations and 
our review of the submitted information, we conclude  that the submitted 
information may be withheld. (TOAG, 2006) 
 
The records that were released by the prison system are labeled Death Row 

Plan, Appendix A, Forms 1-3, and bear a notation indicating they were last revised in 

October 2004.  

Form 1 is a one-page document titled “Notification of Execution Date” used to 

inform condemned prisoners that a date for their execution has been set by a court: 

“The Office of the Texas Attorney General has notified this agency (the Texas 

Department of Criminal Justice – Correctional Institution Division)  that by order of the 

Court, your execution date has been set for after the hour of 6.p.m. on (blank).” 

The  balance of the form contains spaces in which prison officials can record 

contact information provided by the prisoner for the prisoner’s attorney, spiritual advisor 

and up to five witnesses; the prisoner’s designation of the person or persons to receive, 

after execution, his or her remains and any money left in his or her trust fund account; 

the prisoner’s request for a last meal (five lines are provided), and the sizes of pants, 

shirts and shoes the prisoner will wear to be executed. 

 Form 2 is a two-page document entitled “Execution Summary”  that is to be filled 

out and signed by condemned persons and witnessed by two observers. On the first 

page, there are spaces for witness, spiritual advisor and attorney names and options to 

be checked off for the prisoner’s last will and testament. Options include: the prisoner 

does not wish to have a will, needs an attorney to help draft a will, already has a will,  or 

possesses a complex estate that “could not be handled by a simple will; therefore, I 

have made my own arrangements.’’  On page two, there is space for the prisoner to 
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designate how his trust fund, personal property and remains should be disposed of after 

death and offers as an election the opportunity to donate the prisoner’s body to the 

Texas State Anatomical Board for “medical education and research.”  There are eight 

blank lines in which a prisoner can record a request for the last meal and the following 

caveat:   “I understand my choices are restricted to what is available from the Huntsville 

Unit kitchen. I understand that no special purchases shall be made.” 

 Form 3 is titled “Religious Orientation Statement’’ from the Chaplaincy 

Department. It requests that prisoners designate their religious beliefs as Roman 

Catholic, Christian (Non Roman Catholic), Jewish, Muslim, Native American, or Other.” 

Prisoners can also further identify their religious orientation by completing a sentence 

that reads: “I further identify myself as (blank).” A check-off box at the bottom of the 

page allows a prisoner to request a visit with his or her spiritual advisor “pending 

administrative approval.”  Finally, the form contains lines for the prisoner’s and 

chaplain’s signatures.  Nothing in the public portion of Texas’ execution protocol 

addresses the state’s policy on final statements. 

The 355 prisoners who have been executed in Texas spent an average of 10.4 

years in one of a handful of maximum-security prisons before exhausting their appeals 

and receiving firm execution dates (TDCJ Web site, 2006). While waiting, women are 

housed in the Mountain View Unit near Gatesville in Central Texas. Since 1999, 

following a high-profile escape by five condemned men from the Ellis I death row unit in 

Huntsville, condemned men are housed in the maximum-security Polunsky Unit near 

Livingston in Southeast Texas. When an execution date is set, the prisoners are 

transferred from the Mountain View or Polunsky units to the Walls Unit in Huntsville, 
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where lethal injections are carried out.  Condemned prisoners are secured to a gurney 

in the death chamber with a series of thick straps.  A microphone, which will pick up 

their final words, dangles above.*   The execution has a view of the chamber through 

mirrored glass. A small opening allows the tubes that carry the lethal injection from the 

executioner’s station to the prisoner. When the execution apparatus is connected to the 

prisoner, curtains over two windows are opened, allowing witnesses -- divided into two 

groups, one for the offender and one for the victim and placed in separate but adjacent 

rooms -- to observe the execution.†  At this point, the prisoner is informed of the right to 

make a final statement.‡   

When they are on the gurney and all the witnesses are in place, both victim and 
offender family member witnesses, and all appeals have been exhausted, with 
an open line to the governor, then what usually happens is the director of 
corrections will tell the warden that he or she is to proceed. At that moment, the 
warden asks the offender whether he or she has anything to say.* 
 
The warden’s question is the “last act prior to execution” by the state (O’Neill, 

2001, p. 3).“ If the prisoner wants to speak, he must be allowed to give his speech in 

full. The policy imposes no durational or editorial restrictions, and the prisoner makes 

his statement in full view of the witnesses (who watch from an adjacent chamber behind 

thick glass windows, made audible to them by means of a microphone” (O’Neill, 2001, 

p.3). 

The microphone hanging over the gurney also broadcasts a prisoner’s final 

words to the warden’s office. “The secretary in the warden’s office transcribes what is 

said. There is no recording. It’s transcribed right as it’s delivered.”* The longest final 

statement, given in Utah in 1859, prolonged the condemned man’s life more than four 

                                                 
* Michael Viesca, personal communication, April 1, 2005. 
† Viesca, April 1, 2005; Michelle Lyon, personal communication, May 9, 2006. 
‡ Viesca, April 1, 2005; Lyon, May 9, 2006. 
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hours (O’Neill, 2001). In the modern era, most statements take less time than it takes 

the drugs in a lethal injection to kill. “Most of them don’t go on very long and usually end 

by saying, “Warden, I’m ready.’”*   When the statement concludes, the injection is 

administered and death occurs, typically within about seven minutes. Then prisoner is 

then examined by a doctor and pronounced dead.  

 The circumstances under which prisoners are executed and offered a chance to 

make a final statement are unique. People with a terminal illness may know they are 

going to die in the near future, but may not know whether it will be minutes, hours, days, 

weeks or more away. They might make what they believe to be a final statement, only 

to regain a tenuous grip on life and live another day in which other statements are made 

(Kastenbaum, 1993). A person about to be executed, in contrast, knows that this or her 

execution is imminent, that it will begin (in most cases) when they quit talking and that a 

last-minute call from the governor halting an execution, though theoretically possible, 

happens far more often in Hollywood than on death row. In fact, prisoners are not given 

the opportunity to make a final statement until all practical avenues of appeal have been 

exhausted. A death-row prisoner strapped to a gurney, unlike others facing death, 

knows with some degree of certainty that the end of life is moments away, and that he 

or she controls, to the degree to which he or she keep talking, the exact moment their 

death will begin. 

Since the Supreme Court cleared the way for the reinstatement of the death 

penalty, legislatures in 38 states, Congress, and the U.S. military have adopted capital 

punishment statutes. Of those 40 jurisdictions, Texas, by far has executed more than 

any other  -- 355 prisoners, accounting for 35.5 percent of the total (Death Penalty 
                                                 
* Michael Viesca, personal communication, April 1, 2005. 
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Information Center, 2006). Texas’ first modern-day execution occurred on Dec. 7, 1982, 

when Charlie Brooks (convicted of kidnapping and murdering a Fort Worth auto 

mechanic) received a lethal injection of three drugs that collapsed his lungs and 

stopped his heart. Since Brooks’ execution, Texas has executed an average of about 15 

persons per year.  

Brooks, like most of those who followed, exercised his right to make a final 

statement. Actually, he made two statements – a prayer spoken partially in Arabic and a 

written statement he asked prison officials to release to the media. Like many other 

executed prisoners, Brooks’ spoken and written last words were spiritual. The last 67 

words from his mouth were a blend of Arabic and English: 

Yes, I do. 
I love you. 
Asdadu an la ilah illa Allah, 
Asdadu an la ilah illa Allah, 
Asdadu anna Muhammadan Rasul Allah, 
Asdadu anna Muhammadan Rasul Allah. 
I bear witness that there is no God but Allah. 
I bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. 
Inna li-Allah wa-inna ilayhi rajiun. 
Verily unto Allah do we belong, Verily unto him do we return. 
Be strong. 
 

In the written statement to the media, Brooks said he was placing his life in the hands of 

God even as human hands were preparing to take his life. 

I, at this very moment, have absolutely no fear of what may happen to this body.  
My fear is for Allah, God only, who has at this moment the only power to 
determine if I should live or die...As a devout Muslim, I am taught and believe 
that this material life is only for the express purpose of preparing oneself for the 
real life that is to come...Since becoming Muslim, I have tried to live as Allah 
wanted me to live. 
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METHODOLOGY AND CORPUS  

 The corpus of two related studies completed for this thesis project comprises 

documents retrieved from two online databases that made this compilation of texts, 

which would have been prohibitively time-consuming to gather as hard copies from 

newspaper morgues or state prison files, relatively easy to collect. Both databases, 

however, contained significant gaps, which are discussed to show the limitations of 

these studies’ corpus.  The first database was used to compile final statements, while 

the second was used to gather news reports about these final statements. 

The final statements of prisoners executed in Texas were retrieved from the 

Texas Department of Criminal Justice-Institutional Division’s Executed Offenders Web 

site (http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/executedoffenders.htm.) Those data are organized 

by execution date in reverse chronological order.  Each entry contains a number 

denoting the rank of a particular execution, the first and last name of the person 

executed, a three- or six-digit identification number assigned to death row inmates, age 

at time of execution, date of execution, race of the prisoner, and the county in which the 

person was convicted. Additionally, the site provides two hypertext links for each of the 

355 entries.  One link, “offender information,” contains biographical information about 

the prisoner and a criminal history summary.  A second link,  “last statement,” contains 

the prisoner’s final words as recorded by the prison.  The more distant the execution, 

the greater the chance is that information will be incomplete.  Before 1999, six 

executions lack “offender information” links and 41 lack “last statement” links. Eight lack 

both “offender information” and “last statement” links. Further, although prison officials 

say they post unedited and complete transcripts of prisoners’ final words, written 

http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/executedoffenders.htm
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statements often contain ellipses, deleted expletives, and phonetically rendered foreign 

phrases which may or may not be translated into English. 

The Associated Press (AP) accounts of executions primarily were retrieved from 

Lexis/Nexis Academic by conducting full-text searches on the name of the executed 

prisoner as it is listed on the state prison Web site and the word “execute”  or” 

executed.”  Additional idiomatic searches sometimes yielded results not obtained by 

searching with the primary terms or names. Of the 34 prisoners asserting innocence, 

news stories about individual executions were located for 24. Two others were 

mentioned  in stories on other subjects: a feature about the last meal requests of 

condemned prisoners and a profile of the death row chaplain. Seven other prisoners 

were listed in a chronology of executions published by the AP on the eve of the 1,000th 

execution.  One execution of a prisoner claiming to be innocent was not found. In many 

cases, the AP filed several versions of breaking execution stories. When multiple stories 

are available, the version retrieved for both of these projects typically was the longest 

one filed on execution day. The failure to find AP news stories about particular 

executions should not be taken as evidence that no story was written. Rather, it 

underscores the vagaries of online research. Links available one day may not be 

available another. Identical search parameters entered on different days sometimes 

yield different results.  And searches sometimes return seemingly inexplicable results. 

Searches for stories about one executed prisoner, Bruce Jacobs, for example, retrieved 

an article about another executed inmate, Roger Vaughn, that was not retrieved by a 

search under his own name. 
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Although Texas has carried out more than a third of all executions in the United 

States, the number of final statements made by condemned prisoners in Texas makes 

up almost half of all final statements that are publicly available. Of the 38 states that 

permit executions, five – Kansas, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, and South 

Dakota – may have prisoners on death row, but have yet to execute anyone in the 

modern era. Of the 33 states that have actually carried out executions, 11 prohibit 

prisoners from giving last statements or impose restrictions upon them. Removing 

executed prisoners in those 11 states from the pool of possible statements available for 

examination leaves approximately 750 executed prisoners, almost half of which (45 

percent) were executed in Texas (O’Neill, 2001). 

 

Pilot Study: Last Words of Executed Prisoners in 2003 

In a pilot study in 2003, I analyzed the content of, and searched for metaphor in, 

the final words of the 24 persons executed by the state of Texas that year. That analysis  

examined the content of the actual final statements as well as the portions of those 

statements that were deemed newsworthy and included in wire service accounts of 

executions. Both studies used a modified version of an eight-step content analysis 

model promulgated for students and scholars at the Colorado State University Web site. 

At the time of that study, 909 people had been executed in the United States. Of the 

total, 321 executions took place in Texas. 

 The pilot study analyzed the final statements of condemned prisoners for content 

and prevalence of metaphor, and the degree to which those elements survive press 

accounts from a reporter who witnesses and reports on executions.  It also sought to 
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determine in general terms what topics the soon-to-be executed prisoner selects to 

include in a final statement.  Although the actual audience for an execution typically is 

made up of no more than prison officials and witnesses, intended audiences can range 

far beyond those present to include family members of the prisoner and victim, criminal 

justice and political officials, religious leaders and friends or acquaintances. The study 

further sought to identify the audiences to which final statements are directed. 

The cohort of 24 prisoners executed in 2003 was selected because it was easily 

available and, at the time it was done, recent. Of the group, five chose to die without 

making a statement, leaving 19 statements for analysis. As those 19 statements were 

being collected, it became apparent that many contained names of persons who were 

not identified within the statements. It also became clear that knowing something about 

the crime for which a person was executed would be useful in analyzing the last words. 

For those two reasons, brief criminal histories maintained by the state prison system on 

those it executes, and also available on the same Web site, were reviewed. The AP 

accounts of executions were collected from Lexis/Nexis. Of the 24 AP stories examined, 

20 were written by Michael Graczyk, two by correspondent Pam Easton, one by 

correspondent Cristina Rodriquez, and one contained no byline.  Together, the three 

sets of documents include an estimated 21,000 words. 

The Colorado State University Content Analysis (Colorado State University, 

2004) model used for this study calls for eight steps:  

1. Select a level of analysis 

2. Decide how many types of content will be coded 

3. Decide whether to code for the existence or frequency of a concept 
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4. Decide how to distinguish among concepts 

5. Develop rules for coding text 

6. Decide what to do with irrelevant information 

7. Code the text 

8. Analyze results 

This study is a modified version of the CSU model.  For CSU steps 1-3, this 

study coded for the existence of seven concepts in each statement: 

1. Unambiguous admissions of guilt 

2. Requests for forgiveness or expressions of remorse that stop short of 
unambiguous admissions of guilt 

3. Unambiguous claims of innocence 

4. Claims of unjust treatment that stop short of unambiguous claims of 
innocence 

5. Personal statements, often involving religious beliefs, that have nothing to 
do with the crime 

6. Statements that are hateful or seem intended to disturb victim’s families 

7. Examples of metaphor 
 
 

The existence of such concepts was noted by hand on printouts of final 

statements with a corresponding number in Appendix B. Irrelevant information was not 

coded. Prisoners who made no statement were not coded. 

 AP wire accounts were examined to see what content the writers selected from 

the final statements to include in their reports. Coded content from a final statement 

picked up by the AP was noted with the numeric code for that content. The content in 

the statement was often much longer than that quoted by the AP. If the AP used any of 
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the coded material, the content, or message, was counted in this study as getting 

through. 

Separately, the statements were again examined for hints at the prisoner’s 

intended audiences, the person or persons whom he identified or called by name or 

title. When press clippings or other material identify the person’s relationship to the 

prisoner, that information was included. In some cases, however, it was not possible to 

identify the person(s) mentioned. 

Finally, this pilot study tabulated the number of words per final statement, 

number of words from final statement quoted by AP, and the number of words in each 

AP execution story. The number of words per final statement and number of words from 

final statement used in the AP story were counted by hand. The word count for the 

individual stories was tabulated by the AP.  

 

The Extended Study 

This analysis of the 355 persons put to death in Texas since 1982, as did the 

writer’s previous examination of the 24 executions carried out in Texas in 2003, used a 

modified version of the Colorado State University Content Analysis model. As the 

universe of last statements being examined grew, refinements were made in the coding 

to better reflect the more varied content of final words. This study coded for the 

existence of four primary concepts and five secondary concepts.  Primary concepts 

were:  

1. Unambiguous claims of actual innocence 

2. Technical claims of legal innocence 
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3. Expressions of remorse that stop short of actual admission of guilt 

4. Unambiguous admissions of guilt 

The five secondary codes were: 

1. Spiritual statements 

2. Statements of resignation 

3. Incoherent comments 

4. Personal comments to family or friends 

5. Comment indicating readiness to die, such as “Let’s do it.”  

In cases where multiple concepts were found within a single statement,   the 

emphasis was given to the primary codes. In instances where multiple concepts were 

found and primary codes were not present, secondary codes were assigned primarily 

on the emphasis given to the coded concept in the statement. Information which was 

not included in either primary or secondary concepts was not coded. The texts were 

read, coded, then summarized in a spreadsheet containing fields for the name of the 

person executed, the date of the execution, a representative comment from the 

executed person’s last statement, and a coding label. 

Of the 24 executions studied, prisoners in 19 chose to make final statements. 

The five remaining inmates went to death in silence. Their 19 statements ranged in 

length from 18 to 429 words, for an average of 134 words (see Table 1). 
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Table 1 
Last Words by the Numbers   

Name 

Words 
Spoken by 
Executed 
Prisoner 

Words 
in AP Story 

about 
Execution 

Number of 
Spoken 
Words 
Quoted 
by AP 

Coded 
Concepts 
in Final 
State 

Concepts  
Found in 

AP Quotes 

Gallamore 147 889 76 2 2 
Balthazar None 635 0 NA NA 
Lookingbill 147 481 64 5, 7 5 
Dinkins 40 702 48 2 2 
Curry 40 467 40 2 2 
Riddle 57 508 33 5 5 
Elliot 0 671 0 NA NA 
Dunn 376 599 37 4,5,6,7 4 
Williams 439 579 57 2,4,5 2,4 
Cook 93 780 56 2,6 2 
Clay 115 631 61 2,5 2,5 
Colburn 91 678 37 2 2 
Chavez 107 749 58 2,5 2 
Vaughn 0 598 0 NA NA 
Jacobs 191 585 35 5 5 
Johnson 18 659 15 5 5 
Crawford 222 621 10 2,5 2,5 
Black 0 614` 0 NA NA 
Ransom 66 673 39 5 5 
Janecka 135 721 41 2,7 2 
Hayes 142 715 33 2 2 
Henry 0 630 0 NA NA 
Duncan 41 760 64 3,5 3,5 
Murphy 99 614 23 5 5 
 

 

In several cases, word counts include written statements as well as words 

actually spoken while strapped to the lethal-injection gurney. In other instances, the AP 

reported comments that went beyond the comments posted on the state prison Web 

site. These typically were short statements made as or after the lethal injection was 

being administered. Such statements were also included in word totals. AP stories on 

the 24 executions ranged from 508 to 889 words with a mean of 648 words. The 
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number of words taken from final statements quoted by the AP ranged from 10 to 76 for 

an average of 43. Portions of final statements that were paraphrased were not counted. 

Roughly one in three words intended as a prisoner’s final statement were deemed 

sufficiently newsworthy to be included in a wire service account of an execution. Words 

in direct quotes from final statement made up less than 7 percent of the words in a 

typical execution story. 

While executions, at least in Texas, seemingly have become routine and have 

retreated from the front pages and evening news broadcasts, they remain newsworthy. 

The AP filed a story on each execution that occurred in 2003.  And the words of those 

executed remain newsworthy. In every case examined, the AP included at least one 

direct quotation from each condemned prisoner who chose to make a statement. 

Typically, the AP would use direct quotes in several sentences comprising one or two 

paragraphs in the top half of the story.  

Broad quantification and measurement, however, gave no hint about what is 

either being said or reported. And if only one third of the words uttered by an executed 

prisoner make the news, what words are being left out? Death bed confessions and 

last-minute claims of innocence were, at least on death row in Texas during 2003, rare 

to non-existent. This analysis failed to find in the final words of any executed inmate an 

unequivocal admission of guilt. Statements such as “I’m guilty’’ or “I killed my 

grandmother’’ were not in the vocabularies of these men.  Only one prisoner made a 

clear claim of innocence, three words in a 43 word sign off: “I am innocent’’ (Duncan, 

2004). 
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Eleven of the prisoners, however, expressed sorrow or regret for vague events 

that can be presumed to encompass the crime that sent them to death row. “Their death 

should not have happened, but it did’’ (Gallamore, 2004). “It was because of me that 

they are gone’’ (Dinkins, 2004).  “I pray you will forgive me for the pain I caused your 

family”  (Curry, 2004). “You have suffered a great loss and I am truly sorry (Clay, 2004). 

“I made a mistake and this mistake cost but it won’t cost no more (Williams, 2004). 

“None of this should have happened and now that I’m dying there is nothing left to worry 

about” (Colburn, 2004). 

Twelve prisoners made personal statements that had seemingly little to do  with 

their cases. Often, these were accompanied by statements of religious faith or 

expressions of love to family and friends. One prisoner, for example, recited the 23rd 

Psalm (Jacobs, 2004). “Don’t be upset at my situation because I am not.’  (Lookingbill, 

2004).  “I would like to say to the world I have always been a nice person. I have never 

been mean or cruel’’ (Riddle, 2004).  “I am a different person now, but that does not 

change that fact of the bad things I committed” (Chavez, 2004). “I have had the 

opportunity to serve Jesus Christ and I am thankful” (Crawford, 2004). 

Two soon-to-die prisoners expressed anger at the criminal justice system: “Texas 

has executed innocent people and tonight Texas has shown just how broke and unfair 

its system is” (Dunn, 2004); “The system is just as crooked as I am said to be’’ 

(Williams, 2004).  

Two others chose words that seemed sure to wreak emotional havoc.  One used 

the occasion to lecture the family of his victims about how they would feel once he was 

executed. “I know this execution will not be any relief to them. It will just remind them of 
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their loved one” (Cook, 2004). Another, after proclaiming his innocence, cursed his ex-

wife, attempted to make an obscene gesture with his hand, and told her she would “rot 

in hell’’ (Duncan, 2004). 

The search for metaphor that I thought, based on anecdotal experience of having 

reported on death row for more than a decade, would be fruitful was not particularly so. 

One prisoner, who killed his grandmother for drug money, asked witnesses to 

remember him by saying “burn a candle for me’’ (Lookingbill, 2004). An armed robber 

and kidnapper likened the criminal justice system to a machine that was  “broke’’ and 

“needs to be fixed’’ and expressed gratitude for his attorney’s support by saying he had 

“stood by his side’’ (Dunn, 2004). A convicted child killer referred to joining a son in 

death by saying, “my little son I am coming to see you’’ (Janecka, 2004). My search for 

metaphor was broadened to include the statements of the eight additional prisoners 

who were executed in 2004. Of the six who made statements, none employed 

metaphor. An argument could be made that the most prevalent, if ambiguous, use of 

metaphor came from those prisoners who chose to say nothing at all. Their silence 

could be construed as either giving consent or contempt to the judgment of the court 

system about them. 

The Associated Press included at least one direct quote from a final statement in 

each execution story. And the quotes generally captured the dominant content in each 

statement. The following (Table 2) reports the number of times each type of content was 

detected in a final statement and the number of times that content was also detected in 

the AP account. 

 



 

 30

Table 2 

Content of Last Words and AP Execution Stories 

Content Code Content in 
Last Words 

Content in 
AP 

1. Admit guilt 0 0 

2. Regret 11 10 

3. Innocence 1 1 

4. Unjust 2 2 

5. Personal 12 10 

6. Hateful 2 1 

7. Metaphor 3 0 

Total Observations 31 26 

Note: Totals vary from number of executions (24) because some statements contained 
multiple content. 

 

Overall, the AP relayed the coded content of the final statements in four of five stories 

its correspondents filed. The wire service perfectly captured content in the case of 

prisoners who claimed to have received unjust treatment or said they were innocent.  

Ten of 11 statements of regret were relayed, as was content in 10 of 12 personal 

statements. One of two hateful statements made its way into print. None of the weak 

metaphors observed in the study was picked up for publication. 

Prisoner statements were finally examined  to determine the person(s) to whom 

their statements were intended (Table 3,  p. 35).  In most cases, the prisoners explicitly 

stated their intended audiences. In those cases, the names of the persons mentioned 

are recorded in quotations. Those not in quotations were inferred. 
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Table 3 

Persons Addressed in Last Words in 2003. 

Name Person(s) Addressed 

Gallamore Victim family 

Balthazar NA 

Lookingbill “my loved ones” 

Dinkins Victims’ families 

Curry Victim’s family 

Riddle Family, Friends, “the world” 

Elliot NA 

Dunn Family, friends, victim’s family, politicians, his attorney 

Williams Family, victim’s family 

Cook Victim’s family 

Clay  God, mother, victim’s family 

Colburn No one in particular 

Chavez Media, victims, victims’ families, his family, warden 

Vaughn NA 

Jacobs Priest, two other persons, Michael and Chris (relationship unknown) 

Johnson Mama 

Crawford Nun, wife, chaplain, “my special angel” 

Black NA 

Ransom Ketrina and Rebecca (relationship unknown), “big brother” 

Janecka Family, chaplains, Lord 

Hayes Rosalyn (unknown relationship), wife, victims, police officer who 
“saved” his life 

Henry NA 

Duncan Family, warden 

Murphy Holy father, Pope, priest, warden, “everyone for coming out tonight 
 



 

 32

The 19 prisoners who made final statements mentioned 59 persons in their 

comments. Victims or families of victims were mentioned 15 times, followed by 13 

mentions of prisoners family members and 11 references to supreme beings or religious 

leaders.  Persons named, but who could not be identified, were cited four times. 

Comments were addressed to wardens, and to no one in particular, three times each.  

Prisoners on the cusp of execution addressed their remarks to the media and their 

attorneys just once – a final comment, perhaps, on the usefulness of each in those final 

moments of life. 

In conclusion, this initial study of last words of the condemned found little use of 

metaphor in the final statements made by the 24 prisoners executed in 2003. Most but 

not all of those executed can be presumed to be guilty of the crimes for which they were 

convicted, but none chose to plainly state their guilt before dying. Instead, they danced 

around their actions with phrases such as “mistakes were made’’ or  “this should not 

have happened,’’ attempting to dodge responsibility.  Only one man professed to be 

innocent but his claim was tempered by the obscenities he hurled at his ex-wife who 

witnessed the execution. A few chose to complain about perceived injustices in the 

court system.  Most often, prisoners devoted their last words to make personal 

statements ranging from expressions of love for family or religious conviction. The 

Associated Press correspondents correctly captured the coded content from final 

statements in execution stories more than 80 percent of the time. Prisoners awaiting 

looming executions most often chose to address their final comments to victims or 

families of victims, their own families or friends, or religious leaders or gods. 
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Extended Study Findings: Last Words of Executed Prisoners 1982-2000 

The analysis of last words from prisoners executed in 2003 in Texas was 

broadened to include the last words of all 355 persons executed in Texas in the modern 

era of capital punishment that began in 1976 (although Texas did not execute anyone 

until 1982) through the end of 2005.  Table 4 shows the general categories used to 

collect these final statements into groups, by content: 

Table 4 
Content of Last Words in Executions,1982-2005 

Content # of Words 

No record of last statement 57 

Made no last statement 36 

Remorse w/o admission of guilt 77 

Family and friends 47 

Admitted Guilt 23 

Expressed readiness to die 18 

Resignation 7 

Technical claims of innocence 7 

Actual innocence 34 

Total Executions, 1982-2005 355 
 
 
  Of the 355 persons executed in Texas from 1982 through the end of 2005, 

records of what prisoners said – if they said anything – when given the chance to make 

a final statement were found for 298 persons, or 83.9 percent. The Texas Department of 

Criminal Justice Web site contained no record of whether a statement was made in 57 

executions, or 16 percent. Those executions contain only a date and name and were 

coded “No Record.” 
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Further, in the 298 executions for which information was available, the state 

prison system’s online database says 36 condemned prisoners – roughly one in 10 of 

those executed – went to their death without making a final statement. Those 

executions also contain only a name and a date. They were coded “None.”  

In the remaining 262 executions, final statements – ranging from a sentence or 

two to several pages of text – were obtained from the prison Web site and coded.  The 

most frequent type of statement was one in which the prisoner expressed remorse or 

regret but stopped short of actually accepting responsibility for his or her actions.  Those 

77 statements ranged between requests for forgiveness, apologies for pain caused and 

expressions of general regret.  Examples include: “I am sorry for the things that I have 

done” (Thacker ); “None of this should have happened. I can quit worrying now. It was 

all a mistake” (Coburn); “I am sorry for what I did to your mom” (Cannon). In none of 

these cases, however, did the prisoner actually admit killing another human being or 

committing a capital offense.  As previously observed, though they may be seconds 

away from death, they speak of wrongs and vague acts, but not of murder, death, or 

killing. 

In 47 cases, prisoners directed their final words to family or friends: “Tell Mama I 

love her” (Barefield); “I would like to extend my love to my family” (Caldwell); “Be strong” 

(San Miguel).  In 46 executions, prisoner’s final words took on a spiritual nature. One 

prisoner compared his execution to the crucifixion (Foster). Another declared “victory in 

Christ” (Harris). Several expressed anticipation of heavenly blessings:  “I will wait for 

you in heaven” (Montoya) and “I am ready to come home” (Marquez). In 18 cases, 

prisoners made succinct statements reminiscent of Gilmore’s “Let’s do it,” such as “I’m 
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ready warden” (Buxton); “You all brought me here to be executed not to make a speech. 

That’s it” (Livingston); “Lock and load. Ain’t life a (expletive deleted)” (Green, G.W.). In 

seven executions, prisoners expressed resignation to or acceptance of their fate: “Only 

the sky and the green grass go on forever” (Martinez) and “I just hope everybody gets 

their peace. Today I get mine” (Fuentes). In three deaths, prisoner’s comments made 

no sense: “Get your warden off this gurney“ (Delk) and “To the victim’s family, I do not 

know how” (Howard, R).  In 23 cases, prisoners made clear unambiguous admissions of 

guilt: “I apologize for taking the life of your daughter” (Reeves); “I am sorry for shooting 

your son down” (Rudd); “I stole two lives” (Moreland). 

 In seven more executions, prisoners said they were legally not guilty of murder 

but acknowledged taking a life. Examples include: “They call me a cold blooded killer 

when I shot a man who shot me first” (Porter) and “I did not go in there and kill them, but 

I am no better than those that did” (Lagrone).  A defense that consists of “the police 

officer fired first,” or “I was there but didn’t actually pull the trigger” falls far from claims 

of actual innocence. In Texas, neither is considered a defense to a capital murder 

charge. For that reason, those claims of technical innocence are left for others to 

examine in detail elsewhere. 

 

Claims of Innocence 

 In 34 executions, prisoners used their last statement to make claims of actual 

innocence, which are examined in detail below.  First, these claims are placed within the 

communication context, or rhetorical situation, in which they are uttered.  Then claims 

will be matched against journalistic accounts, to determine how the Associated Press 
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handled coverage of such claims in comparison to its coverage of other executions and 

final statements. 

 Judicial review of most non-capital crime cases stops the moment a person is 

sentenced. Most defendants lack the financial resources to mount expensive appeals or 

petitions for clemency. Others resign themselves to simply doing their time. In death 

penalty cases, because the stakes are so high, appeals requiring a review of how the 

law was applied are mandatory. And when the mandatory appeals have run their 

course, a second round of optional appeals are nearly always untaken by court 

appointed lawyers or attorneys from law firms working pro bono. The result is that a 

typical death row case, unlike most others in the criminal justice system, remains under 

appeal and constant review from the moment a death sentence is issued until moments 

before an execution is carried out. A key claim in most such appeals is wrongful 

conviction. Though such claims – alleging the withholding of evidence, improper jury 

selection or incorrect legal rulings by the trial judge – may stop short of asserting actual 

innocence, the fact that appeals are mandatory in capital cases lends support to a 

public impression aided in part by press coverage that most condemned prisoners will 

claim that they are not guilty of the crimes for which they were convicted. 

Given the existence of this ritualized rhetorical situation of mandatory appeals, 

plus concurrent press coverage of these appeals, it is somewhat jarring to find how few 

prisoners used their final statement to proclaim their innocence. The 34 prisoners who 

made such a claim account for 9.5 percent of the 355 executed. Their final statements, 

as recorded by the state prison system, ranged from 15 words (Westley) to 1,268 

(Graham).  (See Appendix B.) The average length of these final statements was 163 
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words – roughly two thirds of a typical double-spaced page in 12-point type such as this 

thesis. In each of these statements, the prisoner says he (all were male)  did not kill the 

person he is now about to die for having killed.  Eleven of the 34 speak the words “I am 

innocent” or a variation such as, “I am an innocent black man.” Another 11 specifically 

deny killing:  “I did not kill anyone” (Westley); “I did not kill those people”  (Madden); “I 

did not kill Olga” (Losada). Other professions of innocence included “I am not guilty of 

this crime” (Jacobs); “I did not commit this offense,” (Johnson, E), and “I’m not guilty” 

(Ogan). Four remaining statements made indirect claim of innocence but were in 

context of the prisoner’s remarks construed to be professions of innocence.  For 

example: “I owe no apologies for a crime I did not commit” (McFarland); “Thank you for 

proving my innocence” (Barnes); “They are executing an innocent man” (Hughes); “I 

can’t show remorse for something I didn’t do” (Jackson); and “I’m sorry I wasn’t the one 

who did it” (Nuncio). 

 The 34 executions in which prisoners made last-minute claims of innocence 

occurred between May 17, 1990, with Johnny Anderson’s execution and Dec. 20, 2005, 

with Luis Ramirez’ lethal injection. The state has executed at least one prisoner who 

made a claim of innocence in his last statement every year since 1997. The year in 

which the most innocence claims were made from the death chamber was 2000, the 

year in which George Bush, who presided over 131 executions during his five years as 

governor of Texas (Lewis, 2000), was running for the presidency. In the 24 years since 

Texas executed its first prisoner, roughly half featured at least one execution in which a 

prisoner said he was innocent. 
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 Table 5 shows the name of the executed prisoners proclaiming innocence, the 

year of their executions, the number of words in the AP story, the number of words in 

the final statement, the number of words in direct quotes and the rank of the first 

paragraph in the story to mention the prisoner’s claim of innocence. 

Table 5 
Last Words Asserting Innocence 

Name Date AP Word 
Count 

Last 
Words 
Count 

Last Words 
Quoted 

Graph w/ 1st 
Mention 
of Claim 

Innocence 

Notes 

ANDERSON 1990` NA 33 NA NA Happy face on 
death warrant 

HERRERA 1993 NA 49 NA NA  
DREW 1994 268 60 16 5  
JACOBS 1995 677 47 33 NA Quotes don’t match 
JOHNSON 1995 NA 16 NA NA  
SPENCE 1997 273 76 NA NA No quote 
WESTLEY 1997 NA 15 NA NA  
MADDEN 1997 NA 97 NA NA  
LOSADA 1997 NA 53 NA NA  
JOHNSON, E 1997 NA 102 NA NA  
RANSOM 1997 325 98 4 2 Quotes don’t match 

MCFARLAND 1998 179 61 11 3 Minor 
discrepancies 

MUNIZ 1998 172 55 11 2  
VEGA 1999 627 361 62 3  
RECTOR 1999 797 169 33 3  
BOYD 1999 NA 32 NA NA Wanted DNA test 
BARNES 2000 787 106 `36 4  
JOINER 2000 741 226 44 Lead  
HUGHES 2000 922 219 38 3  
JACKSON 2000 NA 447 NA NA  
NUNCIO 2000 769 518 16  Discrepancy 
GRAHAM 2000 1039 1268 13 2  
JONES 2000 876 69 31 Lead  
LAWTON 2000 813 276 14 Lead  
HILL 2001 739 94 13 Lead  
TTGNER 2002 773 90 21 Lead  
COULSON 2001 857 36 17 Lead  
KUTZNER 2002 174 96 12 2  
OGAN 2002 877 222 16 2  
CHAPPEL 2002 241 NA 0 NA  
DUNCAN 2003 NA 42 NA NA  
WILLINGHAM 2004 NA 73 NA NA  
PATTERSON 2004 648 73 20 5  
RAMIEREZ 2005 737 125 80 Lead  



 

 39

 The 22 execution stories that were located varied in length between 172 and 

1,039 words, for an average story length of 639 words. The shortest story (172 words) 

is only nine words longer than the average length (163 words) of the final statements 

analyzed here. The longest story – on what the AP called the “most contentious Texas 

death penalty case” since Bush began running for president, namely the execution of 

Gary Graham – is itself 229 words shorter than Graham’s final statement.  Graham was 

sentenced to die for a 1981 murder of a man outside a Houston grocery store. As his 

execution date drew near, and the 36-year-old continued to insist he was innocent, 

religious leaders, human rights groups and celebrities came to his defense. Protests 

about his looming execution were held across the country, with hundreds gathering 

outside the Walls Unit in Huntsville, where the execution was scheduled (Graycyk, 

2000).  The demonstrations were, however, for naught.  The appellate courts and state 

parole officials declined to block his execution.  

Of the 22 execution stories, 20 contained quotes or partial quotes in which the 

executed prisoner proclaimed his innocence. One execution story (Spence) 

documented the lethal injection but did not note that the inmate asserted his innocence.  

Quotes attributed to another inmate (Jacobs) do not match the prisoner’s final statement 

as recorded by prison officials. In his final statement recorded by prison officials, Jacobs 

says,  “I have committed a lot of sins in my life, but I am not guilty of this crime.”  In the 

AP account of his death, Jacobs is quoted as saying his execution is “premeditated 

murder” and expressing the hope that his death will become “a little bitty snowball that 

starts to bury the death penalty.”  None of the words attributed to Jacobs in the AP 
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account is found in his last statement on the prison’s Web site. Nor is he quoted as 

saying that he is innocent. 

In the remaining 20 stories in which executions were documented, as few as four 

and as many as 80 of the actual words spoken by executed prisoners were directly 

quoted. The average number of words in direct quotes is 24. A variety of minor 

discrepancies were detected between what AP quotes and what the prison systems 

posted. The prison quotes Drew saying, “Remember, the death penalty is murder.” The 

AP quotes him saying, “Remember the death penalty is legal murder” (discrepancies 

appear in italics). The prison attributed to Ransom these words: “I am sorry for the pain 

all of them have gone though during holidays and birthdays. They are without their 

loved ones.” The AP quotes Ransom this way: “He apologized to the victim’s families 

not because he felt guilty, but ‘because of the pain all of them are going through each 

holiday, each birthday that they’re without their loved ones.” The prison system reports 

that Vega compares the legal system to “a very high priced prostitute that sells itself, 

called justice, to the highest bidder.” The AP omits the phrase “called justice” without an 

ellipsis. The prison quotes Joiner saying “the four people that was murdered know I am 

innocent,” while the AP quotes him as saying the “poor” people know he was innocent. 

In Stacey Lawton’s execution, the prison system says Lawton stated, “I didn’t kill your 

father.” The AP reported Lawton’s words as, “I didn’t kill anybody.” In Kelsey Patterson’s 

execution, the prison system noted “portion of statement omitted due to profanity.’’ The 

AP says Patterson asserted “I’m acquitted of capital murder’’ although that statement 

does not appear in the prison’s account of his final words. The AP and the prison 

system both quote him as saying, “I am not guilty of capital murder.” 
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 Assertions of innocence by executed prisoners were not considered sufficiently 

newsworthy in Associated Press accounts to be used in the AP headline accompanying 

the news articles retrieved. Further, prior to July 2000, no lead to an execution story 

was found that contained assertions of innocence. In the stories that were found in 

which assertions were noted, they first appeared in the second paragraph two times, the 

third paragraph three times, and in the fourth and fifth paragraphs one time each. 

Beginning on July 12, with Joiner’s execution, the condemned prisoner’s assertion of 

innocence appeared in the lead in seven of 13 stories. That July 12 divide also marks a 

point at which the AP stories begin to grow in length. Before Joiner’s execution, the 

average length of a story was 456 words. After his execution, the average length was 

765. An average of 24 words – about one in seven actually spoken from the death 

chamber – made it into AP accounts as direct quotes. Similarly,  the more recent the 

execution, the more likely the chance that an execution story was retrieved. Prior to 

2000, articles on eight of the 16 executions in which innocence was asserted could not 

be found. In the 18 executions since 2000, 14 stories were found. 
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DISCUSSION 

The U.S. Supreme Court put a stop to executions in 1972, ruling that the 

practice, as it was being carried out, was cruel and unusual.  Lawmakers in death 

penalty states set about revising their capital punishment statutes and another ruling by 

the high court in 1976 cleared the way for executions to resume.  When the modern era 

of executions began in Texas in 1982, a set of rituals was adopted by the state’s prison 

system to handle executions, including a communication component that allows 

prisoners to speak their final statements.  As prison rituals were being formulated, so, 

too, were press rituals for describing executions and final statements, becoming for the 

public its only widely available source for information about  executions. 

Each execution in Texas is witnessed by a dozen or more people. The prison 

warden and chaplain are present in the death chamber with the prisoner strapped to the 

gurney.*  The chaplain sometimes rests his hand on the ankle of the prisoner as he is 

being executed (Graczyk, 2000, August 22). In two adjacent rooms, the prisoner’s 

witnesses and the victim’s family members can observe through thick glass and hear 

the dead man’s words as they are picked up by a microphone.*  The prisoner is allowed 

to invite five family members and friends as witnesses plus a spiritual advisor.  An equal 

number of witnesses observe the proceeding from the victim’s observation room. 

Behind mirrored glass, the executioner also watches as the inmate’s life is ended. 

Additionally, executions are witnessed by reporters from the Associated Press or other 

news organizations. And the prisoner’s last words are also heard by the warden’s 

secretary, who listens at his or her desk to whatever is captured by the microphone in 

the death chamber.* 
                                                 
* Michelle Lyon, personal communication, May 9, 2006. 
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 A greater audience exists outside the confines of the prison, where the 

secretary’s notes about what the prisoner said are posted on the Internet. The 

Associated Press, usually within minutes of an execution, also moves a story to the 

wires reporting that another lethal injection has been carried out.  Professions of 

innocence made in last words are likely viewed differently among each of the groups 

who hear them. For the grieving family of a victim, after waiting for appeals to run over 

the course of a decade, they may sound like a final affront to a loved one’s memory.  

For friends and family of the condemned, they may both ring familiar, if the prisoner has 

long claimed to be innocent, and tragic, coming moments before execution they may 

believe is unjust. For the professionals in the room – the executioners, the prison 

officials, the secretary who records the last words, the journalist who reports the 

execution – last words, after 355 executions, may begin to run together. To the extent 

that it is the intention of a prisoner to focus attention on his innocence after death, his or 

her words must be accurately captured by the prison secretary or reporters and made 

available for public contemplation. 

In each of the 34 executions in which the condemned made a death house 

profession of innocence, his words were in fact captured by the secretary or the 

reporter, if not both. In 12 cases, however, only the secretary account was located -- 

and that was sometimes edited due to profanity or not being clear because the 

prisoner’s words, heard through a microphone and not observed in the death chamber, 

could not be made out.  In several cases, accounts of what was said differ between the 

AP and the secretary, raising questions about precisely what did happen. In a system 

that carefully records what an inmate chooses to eat as a last meal, how often he used 
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the toilet in the days before execution, the size clothes he wears to be executed, contact 

information for various witnesses and how funds in his trust account and how his 

personal property will be distributed, there appears to be significant room to improve the 

way the words he or she spoke before death are recorded for posterity. 

 So what difference does it make whether we know whether an executed person 

remained moot in the minutes before death, or profanely lashed out at a witness, or 

made a final plea that the state was about to take an innocent life? Who hears these 

final words and what, if anything, is to be done upon hearing them?  When executions 

were performed in public spaces on the guillotines of Europe and from the scaffolds and 

hanging trees of the United States, the public was often free to observe the proceeding, 

hear the final words of the condemned, and even to participate in the revelry which 

followed some executions. The immediate audience for such a spectacle was limited 

only by the interests and abilities of those living in the area to travel whatever distance 

might be required to watch a man or woman die on the end of a rope or have their 

heads lopped off. The broadsides that published so called “gallows speeches” 

expanded that geocentric audience to those who might read of the execution days or 

weeks, or even years after the execution took place.  

In modern times with new modern rituals, the executioner has retreated from an 

arena where his work could be viewed by hundreds or thousands of people to one in 

which fewer than a dozen actually witnesses what transpires.  That retreat has taken 

place, ironically, even as the state has adopted more “humane” forms of execution. 

Blade, bullets, and rope gave way to gas and electricity, the lethal applications of which 

were presumed to cause less pain and suffering. Then gas and electricity gave way to 
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lethal injections, a fatal combination of drugs, administered sequentially to sedate the 

prisoner before they stop their hearts and lungs. Beheadings and hangings were judged 

appropriate for public consumption in ways that more controlled, seemingly sterile and 

perhaps even serene methods of taking a human life are not. Prison rituals are not the 

only part of executions that have been made sterile, for press coverage has become 

ritualized and formulaic, offering accounts that are packaged by a wire service for 

efficient distribution to the public, and the content of final statements affects this 

packaging and the length of the story little, if at all.  In addition, these accounts may 

diverge from other official accounts of the execution event.   

 Modern executions actually have two audiences, a small immediate group that 

actually witnesses the proceeding, and a larger group that learns what happens only 

vicariously through the eyes and ears of those in the first group. 

Most members of the first group never publicly share their accounts. They are present 

to say final farewells, good riddances or to serve as silent observers for the state.  

Further, nearly all of these witnesses have a vested interest in the outcome of what they 

will see. Prison officials want the execution to go smoothly. Victim’s families may want 

the finality that death brings even when the prisoner fails to acknowledge taking 

another’s life. Heart-felt expressions of remorse spoken on the cusp of darkness may 

open doors for forgiveness. Families hoping in vain for a last-minute reprieve may be 

consoled by assurances from the condemned that things will be all right, that they are 

ready to die, that they may meet again in another world.  Emotions or desires are likely 

to color what prison officials and other interested-party witnesses see or hear. The 

warden’s secretary, though not physically present in the execution chamber, listens in 
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via a microphone, typing up the official account of what was said -- sometimes editing a 

person’s final words to eliminate objectionable language. 

  What the public now learns of executions, it does so secondhand and through 

vicarious filters. What the warden’s secretary doesn’t erase as objectionable may 

similarly not be considered newsworthy. For example, of the average final statement 

from a prisoner claiming innocence, fewer than one in seven spoken words will make it 

into a news story.  Last words become last snippets. The stories themselves are often 

formulaic, and sometimes so brief as to be almost meaningless. Executions in the late 

1970s and early 1980s were fodder for long stories on the front page and blocks of time 

on the evening news. As they became more routine, so did news coverage of them. 

Stories recounting the executioner’s handiwork sometimes contain fewer than 200 

words. The harder and more regulated the executioners’ work, the less we know about 

what they do. 

 And though the number of actually witnesses has decreased, the potential 

audience has expanded to encompass anyone access to the Internet.  Last words that 

were spoken from a gallows to a village of people gathered around it can now be read 

around the world shortly after they are spoken – a fact that could not be lost on 

prisoners whose lives are about to end. Perhaps for the first time, they seemingly have 

someone’s attention. And yet, if they are claiming innocence, their words are unlikely to 

do them any good. By the time their words have reached the world, they themselves 

have left it. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 

This analysis raises questions about whether last words matter to the system 

from which they are issued and from the press accounts that publicize them to a wider 

public.  The rituals described in this project render last words as a formulaic utterance, 

rather than a meaningful communication exchange.  In press accounts especially, last 

words became last snippets.  Yet at the heart of this ritual, at least sometimes, is a 

person’s claim of innocence, just before he or she is put to death by government 

officials.  Such claims beg to be investigated to determine whether it is possible 

posthumously to prove to Pitt’s “scientific certainty” that an innocent man or woman has 

been put to death by the state. These utterances, then, should be important to working 

journalists who cover Texas’ death row.  But when death row is considered as a “beat” 

to be covered, and when that beat generates the same ritualized execution every few 

weeks, then reporting, too, often becomes ritualized and sanitized.  

To assess the credibility of innocence claims, records of the prisoner’s appeals, 

many of which also are available on Lexis/Nexis, could be reviewed to determine 

whether the issue had been raised in the courts to provide a fuller understanding of a 

prisoner’s final statement. Were the claims raised on appeal thoroughly investigated? 

Interviews with law enforcement and court officials and witnesses might yield further 

insight.  It also would appear possible for journalists and researchers to discover what 

happened in the 57 executions for which there is no record of a last statement. 

Lexis/Nexis searches could yield AP or other media accounts that would reveal what, if 

anything, was said. Witness information could be obtained from the prison system under 

the Texas Public Information Act, and witnesses interviewed, to further shed light. A 
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broader Lexis/Nexis search could be conducted for news articles that explored the guilt 

or innocence of those who have been executed.  

The archives of the Associate Press might be used to fill in gaps in the 

Lexis/Nexis database of execution stories.  These archives and interviews with the 

reporters covering the death-row beat would add information about the rituals in the 

making of final statements, as well as the rituals for reporting these statements through 

the news media. 

Further content analysis could be conducted on statements besides those 

professing innocence. The corpus of this study could be broadened to include final 

statements, where available, from other states. 
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APPENDIX A 

LAST WORDS SPREAD SHEET



 

 50

The following table contains the names of the 355 persons executed by the state of Texas from 1976 through 2005,  

the dates of their executions, the coding for their final statements, and a partial quote from, or summary of, their last 

words. The full text of the last words of those executed by the State of Texas, as recorded by prisoner officials, can be 

found at http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/executedoffenders.htm  

Last First Date Statement Quote 

Thomas Shannnon 20051116 Family Let everyone know I love them. 

Rowell Robert 20051115 Remorse without admit 
aplogize to victim's family and all the grief I have 
caused. 

Thacker Charkes 20051109 Remorse without admit I am sorry for the things In have done. 

White Melvin 20051103 Remorse without admit 
I am sorry, truly sorry foor the pain I caused your 
family. 

Ramirez Luis 20051020 Innocent 
I did not kill your loved one but I hope that one day 
you find out who did. 

Howard Ronald 20051006 Incoherent To the victim's family. I do not know how. 
Newton Frances 20050914 None   
Shields Robert 20050823 None   

Sterling Gary 20050810 Remorse without admit 
I would like.. to say a prayer, not one for me but for 
the victim's family. For them being misled, I am 
sorry. 

Martinez David 20050728 Acceptance 
Only the sky and green grass goes on forever and 
today is a good day to die. 

Martinez Alexander 20050607 Family I want to thank my family and friends for everything. 

Cartwright Richard 20050519 Remorse without admit 
I want to apologize to the victim's family for the pain 
I caused them. 

Wolfe Bryan 20050518 Acceptance 
I am at peace with all this and I won't have to wake 
up in prison anymore. 

Pursley Lonnie 20050503 Remorse without admit I…am very grateful for your forgiveness. 

Roberts Douglas 20050420 Goodbye 
I've been hanging around this popsicle stand way too 
long…rock and roll me when I'm dead. 

Bagwell Dennis 20050217 Family/Friends   
Kunkle Troy 20050125 Remorse without admit I made a mistage and I am sorry for what I did. 

http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/executedoffenders.htm
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Last First Date Statement Quote 

Porter James 20050104 Remorse without admit I would like to apologize to the family of the victim. 

Fuentes Anthony 20041117 Acceptance 
I just hope everybody gets their peace. Today, I get 
mine. 

McWilliams Frederick 20041110 Family 
I love you momma…I'm never going to stop loving 
you. 

McCullum Demarco 20041109 Family 
I just want to tell my mom that I love her and I will 
see her in Heaven. 

Morrow Robert 20041104 Admit 
I would like to tell you that I am responsible and I 
am sorry for what I did and the pain I caused you all. 

Morris Lorenzo 20041103 None   

Green Dominique 20041026 Family 
You all have been there for me. It's a miracles. I love 
you. 

Morrow Ricky 20041020 Family 
Thank you for having been there for me...out father 
and mother. Give them a hug and give them my 
love. 

Aldrich Donald 20041012 Remorse without admit 
I would just like to apologize for your loss. I hope 
that you can forgive me. 

Miniel Peter 20041006 Religious 
Into you hands oh Lord, I commence my spirit. 
Amen. 

Green Edward 20041005 Remorse without admit I can only apologize for all the pain I caused you. 

Flores Andrew 20040921 Admit 
I am real sorry. I took a family member's life and I 
shouldn't have. 

Allrdige III James 20040826 Remorse without admit Iam sorry I ruined you all's life. 
Busby Jasen 20040825 Remorse without admit I am sorry I did what I did. 
Harris David 20040630 Religious Lord Jesus receive my spirit. 

Pattterson Kelsey 20040518 Innocent 
I am not guilty of the charge of capital murder. 
(Portion of statement omitted due to profanity). 

Hopper George 20040308 Remorse without admit 
Iwant to apologize…I made a lot of mistakes….I can't 
take it back, it was an attrocity. 

Cotton Marcus 20040303 Family Tell my kids I love them. 

Willingham Cameron 20040217 Innocent 
The only statement I want to make is I am an 
innocent man, convicted of a crime I did not commit. 
(Portion of statementy omitted due to profanity.) 

Hopkins Bobby 20040212 None   
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Last First Date Statement Quote 

Lagrone Edward 20040211 Technically Innnocent 
 I did not go in there and kill them -- but I am no 
better than those that did. 

Vickers Billy 20040128 Admit 
I did it. (Confessed to more than a dozen murders, 
including Cullen Davis case.) 

Zimmerman Kevin 20040121 Remorse without admit I am sorry for the pain I caused you all. 

Bruce Kenneth 20040114 Remorse 
I would like to apologize for all the pain and 
suffering. 

Matthews Ynobe 20040106 None   
Murphy Ivan 20031204 Religious Father, let your will be done. 
Duncan Richard 20031203 Innocent / 
Henry Robert 20031120 None   
Hayes Larry 20030910 Admit There's no excuse for what I did. 
Janecka Allen 20030725 Religious Oh Lord, into your hands I commit my spirit. 

Ransom Cedric 20030723 Family 
Without you in my life, I would not have been able to 
make it like this. 

Black , Sr. Christopher 20030709 None   
Crawford Hilton 20030702 Remorse without admit   

Johnson Kia 20030611 Family 
Tell Mama I love her and tell the kids I love them 
too. 

Jacobs Bruce 20030513 Religious Lord's Prayer and greetings to family. 
Vaughn Roger 20030506 None   

Chavez John 20030422 Admit 
I am truly, truly sorry for taking their loved ones' 
lives….I am a different person now but that does not 
change  the fadct of the bad things I have commited. 

Coburn James 20030326 Remorse without admit 
None of this should have happened….I can quit 
worrying now, it was all a mistake. 

Clay Keith 20030320 Remorse without admit 
I would ask that you forgive me…and I am truly, 
truly sorry. 

Cook Bobby 20030311 Remorse 
Please forgive me for what happened.  It was self 
defense…and I was never able to get up on thestand 
and tell them. I know this is wrong.   

Williams Richard 20030225 Remorse 
I made a mistake and this mistake cost -- but they 
won't cost no more. Gave written statement about 
the DP. 
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Last First Date Statement Quote 

Dunn, Jr.  Henry 20030206 Remorse 
To the West family, I hope you can find it in your 
heart to find forgiveness and strength, and to move 
on and find peace. 

Elliot John 20030204 None   

Riddle, Granville 20030130 Acceptance 
I have no grudges against anyone or any of the 
things that have gone wrong. Spoke in French. 

Dinkins Richard 20030129 Admit 
To the families of Ms. Thompson and Ms. Cuutler, I 
am sorry for what happpened and that it was 
because of me that they are gone. 

Curry Ava 20030128 Remorse without admit 
I pray with the help of God that you will forgive me 
for the pain I caused your family. 

Lookingbill Robert 20030122 Family Don't be upset about my situation because I am not. 
Baltazar Johh 20030115 None   

Gallamore Samuel 20030114 Remorse without admit 
I would like to apologize and say I'm sorry but the 
words seem so hollow and cheap. (Vic's fams forgave 
immed prior.) 

Collier James 20021211 Family/Friends 
I appreciate the hospitality that you guys have 
shown me and the respect and the last meal was 
really good. 

Rojas Leonard 20021204 None   

Chappell William 20021120 Innocent 
My request is that you get yourselves in church and 
pray for forgiveness because you are murdering me. 
I did not kill anyone in my life. 

Ogan Craig 20021119 Technically Innnocent 
I am not guilty; I acted in self defense and reflex in 
the face of a police officer who was out of control. 

Powell James 20021001 Spiritual I am ready for the final blessing. 
King Calvin 20020925 Spiritual I want to say God forgives as I forgive. 
Mays Rex 20020924 Spiritual Let me go home to be with the Lord. 
Shamburger Ron 20020918 Remorse without admit I am here for no other reason than my own actions. 
Patrick Jessie 20020917 None   

Walker Tony 20020910 Remorse without admit 
I wish to tell the family how sorry I am about what I 
done. 

Patterson Toronto 20020828 Technically Innocent 
I should be punished for the crime but I do not think 
I should die for a crime I did not commit. 

Etheridge Gary 20020820 Remorse To the victim's family, I am sorry for what was taken 
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Last First Date Statement Quote 

from you. 

Suarez Medina Javier 20020814 Remorse 
I thought about your loved onevery much. He will 
waiting in heaven for me. I will be able to talk to him 
and ask him for forgiiveness personally. 

Jones T.J. 20020808 Remorse without admit 
I regret the pain I've put you through and I hope you 
can get over it someday. 

Kutzner Richard 20020807 Innocent 
I didn't kill you mother . The two guys who worked 
for me killed your mother, If Mr. McDougal had 
allowed the DNA evidencem I would be exonerated. 

Williams Jefrey 20020626 Spiritual Lord's Prayer. 

Coulson Robert 20020625 Innocent 
I'm innocent. I had nothing to do with my family's 
murders. 

Reneau Daniel 20020613 None   
Baker, Jr. Stanley 20020530 Remorse I am sorry about what I did to Mr. Peters. 
Martinez Johnny Joe 20020522 Remorse without admit I want to apologize to Clay Peterson's father. 

Beazley Napolean 20020522 Admit 
I am sorry John Lutwig died. And I'm sorry it was 
something in me that caused all of this to happen to 
begin with. 

Styron Ronford 20020516 Family 
I am going to be with my little boy and play with 
him. 

Reeves Reginald 20020509 Admit I apologize for taking the life of your daughter. 
Hernandez Rodolfo 20020430 Spiritual God, come and do your will. 
Casey Gerald 20020418 None   

Santellan, Sr. Jose 20020411 Remorse without admit 
I would like to apologize to the Guajardo family even 
though they are not present. I loved Yolanda a lot. 

Burns William 20020411 Family 
I just want to tell Mom that I am sorry I caused her 
so much pain. 

Tigner Gerald 20020307 Innocent 
I was wrongfully convicted of a crime against James 
Watkin s and James Williams on 10th Street on Aug. 
31, 1993…. I did not kill those drug dealers. 

Delk Monty 20020228 Incoherent 
Get your warden off this gurney…. I am the warden 
of this unit. People are seeing you do this. 

Hafdahl, Sr. Randall 20020131 Technically Innocent I did not deliberately shoot James Mitchell. 
Broussard Windell 20020130 Remorse without admit What happened…is a tragedy 
Arnold Jemarr 20020116 Admit I'm taking responsibility for the death of your 
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daughter in 1983. 
Moore Michael 20020109 Remorse without admit I can't take back what I've done. 
Cooks Vincent 20011212 Family Tell my family I love y'all. 
Rudd Emerson 20011115 Admit I'm sorry for shooting your son down. 

Tucker Jeffrey 20011114 Admit 
I realize my actions caused this death and a lot of 
pain and grief. 

Mitchell Gerald 20011022 Admit I am sorry for the life I took from you. 
Knox James 20010918 None   

Doughtie Jeffrey 20010816 Family/Friends 
I've had time to get ready, tell my family goodbye, 
get my life where it needed to be. 

Hill  Mack 20010808 Innocent I am innocent. 
Wilkens James 20010711 Remorse without admit Please in the name of God forgive me. 

Richardson Miguel 20010626 Spiritual 
It's a good day to die. Take me God. Hold me in 
yours and carry me home. 

Wheat John 20010613 Remorse without admit 
I deeply regret what happened. I did not 
intentionally or knowingly harm anyone. That's it and 
didmau (Vietnames for let's get out of here.) 

Goff David Lee 20010425 Spiritual The slate is wiped clean…Praise the Lord God. 
Massey Jason Eric 20010403 Admit I want to let you know I did do it. 
Dowthitt Dennis 20010307 Remorse without admit I am so sorry…If I was y'all, I would have killed me. 
Hernandez Adoph 20010208 Family I am just going home….see y'all in Slayton, Texas. 
Alexander Caruthers 20010129 None   
Goodwin Alvin 20010118 Family/Friends said Goodbye in Irish. 
Clark Jack 20010109 Remorse without admit I am sorry and I do ask forgiveness. 

Jones Claude 20001207 Remorse without admit 
I am sorry for your loss and hey, I love y'all. Let's 
go. 

Hittle Daniel 20001206 Spiritual 
Santajaib Singh Ji. (the name of an Indian religious 
leader who advoated non-violence) 

Miller Gary 20001205 Remorse without admit Maggie I am sorry. 
Chambers Tony 20001115 Family I want you to stay strong. 
Lawton Stacey 20001114 Innocent I didn't kill your father. 
Flores Miguel 20001109 Remorse without admit I am sorry…and I hope you can forgive me/ 

Dillingham Jeffrey 20001101 Admit 
I take full responsibility for that poor woman's death, 
for the pain and suffering inflicted on Mrs. Koslow. 
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McGinn Ricky 20000927 Family/Friends I'll see you on the other side. 
Caldwell Jeffery 20000830 Family I would like to extend my love to my family. 

Gibbs David 20000823 Remorse without admit 
I have wronged you and your family and for that I 
am truly sorry. 

Jones Richard 20000822 Innocent 
I want the victim's family to know that I did not 
commit this crime. 

Satterwhite John 20000816 None   

Roberson Brian 20000809 Goodbye 

To all the racist white folk in America who hate black 
folks and to all the black folks in America who hate 
themselves, the infamous words of my famous 
legendary brother, Matt Turner: "Y'all kiss my black 
ass.'' 

Cruz Oliver 20000809 Admit 
I want to apologize to the family of Kelly Elizabeth 
Donovan. I am sorry for what I did to her twelce 
years ago. 

Soria Juan 20000726 Spiritual 

rambling statement abour Allah and evidence of 
mental illness: They say I am going to have surgery 
so I guess I'll see everyone after this surgery is 
performed. 

Joiner Orien Cecil 20000712 Innocent 
I am innnocent of this crime and God knows I am 
inocent and the four people that was murdered know 
I am innocent. 

San Miguel Jesse 20000629 Family Be strong. 

Graham Gary 20000622 Innocent 
I did not kill Bobby Lambert. That I'm an innocent 
black man being murdered. 

Nuncio Paul 20000615 Innocent 
I have felt deeply sorry for the deceased. But I'm 
sorry that I was the one that did it or anything. 

Burks John 20000614 Incoherent 
The Raiders are going all the way, y'all 
(mumbles…Mo-B) 

Mason Thomas 20000612 Technically Innocent 
Jack King knows he illgeally convicted me of all these 
falsified altered records 

Carter Robert 20000531 Admit 
To the davis family, I am sorry for all the pain that I 
caused your family. It was me and me alone. 

Clayton James 20000525 Spiritual 
I would like to use this moment…as an example for 
Christ. 
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Foster Richard 20000524 Spiritual I have been cruxified with the Christ. 

Richardson James 20000523 Remorse without admit 
I don't know is Margie here now? But if she is, I ask 
her forgiveness. 

McBride Michael 20000511 Remorse without admit 
I apologize and for any other grief I have causxed 
you know, including the, ah, what you're about to 
witness. 

Kitchens William 20000509 Remorse without admit 
I just want you to know that I'm sorry for what I 
done. 

Jackson Tommy 20000504 Innocent 
I can't show no remorse for something that I did not 
do. 

Gribble Timothy 20000315 Admit 
It was a horrible thing that I did and I regret is 
deeply….I have lived with the guilt and thepain in my 
heart for taking Donna away from you. 

Wilkerson Ponchai 20000314 None   

Barnes, Jr. Odell 20000301 Innocent 
I thank you for proving my innocence, although it 
has not been acknowledged by the courts. 

Beets Betty Lou 20000224 None   
Goss Cornelius 20000223 Remorse without admit I'd like to apologize to the victim's family. 
McGinnis Glen 20000127 None   
Moreland James 20000127 Admit I stole two lives and I know it was precious to y'all. 

Hughes, Jr. Billy 20000124 Innocent 

They are executing an innocent man because things 
did not happen as they say happen and there's…Who 
would have thought it would have taken 24 years tio 
get to this moment. 

Robinson Larry Keith 20000121 None   
Hicks David 20000120 Family/Friends Idle chit chat. 
Goodman Spencer 20000118 Family I love you and will always be with you. 
Heiselbetz, Jr. Earl 20000112 Family/Friends Love y'all, see you on the other side. 
Felder Sammie 19991215 Family/Friends Loves them 
Atworth Robert 19991214 Goodbye Kiss my proud white Irish ass. 

Beathard James 19991209 Technically Innnocent 
I'm dying tonight based on testimony that all parties, 
me, the man who gave the testimony, the prosecutor 
he used knew it was a lie. 

Long David 19991208 Remorse without admit 
Ah, just ah sorrry y'all (he was raised in CYA 
and)they create monsters in there 
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Guiteriez Jose 19991118 Spiritual Lord's Prayer 

Lamb John 19991117 Remorse without admit 
I'm sorry. I wish I could bring them back. I'm done, 
let's do it. 

Jennings Desmond 19991116 None   
Cantu, Jr. Domingo 19991028 Family Bids farewell in English, Spanish and German. 
McFadden Jerry 19991014 None   
Crane Alvin 19991012 Remorse without admit I just want to say I'm sorry to the family. 

Smith 
Richard 
Wayne 

19990921 No record 
  

Barnes Willis Jay 19990910 Remorse without admit 
I hope you will find it in your heart to forgive me as I 
have forgiven you. 

Davis 
William 
Prince     

19990904 Remorse without admit 

I would like to say too the Lang family how truly 
sorry I am in my soul and in my heart of hearts for 
the pain and misery that I have caused by my 
actions. 

Jones Raymond 19990901 No record   
Trevino, Jr. Joe 19990818 None   
Earhart James 19990811 None   
Dunn Kenneth 19990810 None   

Boyd Charles 19990805 Innocent 
I want  you all to know I did not do this crime. I 
wanted to wait for a thirty day stay for a DNA test so 
you know2 who did the crime. 

Blackmon Ricky Don 19990804 No record   

Fuller 
Tyrone 
Leroy 

19990707 Family 
Please do not mourn my death or my life 

Tuttle 
Charles 
Daniel 

19990701 Remorse without admit 
I wish I could take back what I did but I can't. I hope 
this heals you. (dropped his appeal) 

Faulder Joseph 19990617 None   

Little 
William 
Hamilton 

19990601 No record 
  

Coleman Clydell 19990505 No record   
de la Cruz Jose 19990504 None   

Foust Aaron 19990428 Goodbye 
Adios amigos, I'll see you on the other side. I'm 
ready when y'all are. 
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Rector Charles 19990326 Innocent 
I want  you to know that I am not guilty and I will 
say this to the family. I did not kill your daughter. 

White 
Robert 
Excell 

19990230 No record 
  

Green 
Norman 
Evans 

19990224 No record 
  

Cantu Andrew 19990216 No record   

Barber Danny Lee 19990211 Remorse without admit 
I'm regretful foor what I done, but I'm a different 
person from that time. 

Cardova George 19990210 Remorse without admit 
For the pain I have caused you, I am ashamed to 
even look at your faces. You are great people. 

Sauceda Vaga Martin 19990126 Innocent I am innocent of this 

Farris Troy Dale 19990113 Admit 
 I can only tell you that Clark did not die in 
vain….Through his deathj, he led this man to God. 

Moody John Glenn 19990105 Remorse without admit 
I'd like to apologize and ask forgiveness for any pain 
and suffering I have inflcited upon all of you 

Meanes 
James 
Ronald 

19981215 Spiritual 

As the ocea always returns to itself, love always 
returns to itself. So dies consciousness always return 
to itself. And I do so wioth love on my lips. May God 
bless all mankind 

Emery Jeff 19981208 Family I just want to tell Catharina I love you. 
Corwin Daniel 19981207 Remorse without admit   
Nobles Jonathan 19981007 Spiritual   
Cruz Javier 19981001 Goodbye Thank you for setting me free. 

Teague Jr. 
Delbert 
Boyd 

19980909 No record 
  

Castillo David 19980823 Spiritual 
There is no man  that is free from evil, nor any man 
that is so evil to be worth nothing. 

Narvais Leopoldo 19980626 None   

Pyles 
Johnny 
Dean 

19980615 Remorse without admit 
I am soprry for the pain and heartache I've 
causedyou family 

Boggess Clifford 19980611 Admit 
I'd like to say for the murders of Ray Hazlewood and 
Frank Collier, I'm sorry for the pain it has caused 
you. 
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Muniz Pedro 19980519 Innocent 
I want you to know that I did not kill your sister. If 
you want to know the truth, and you deserve to 
know the truth, hire your own investigators. 

Carter Robert 19980518 Remorse without admit 
I hope the victim's family will forgive me because I 
didn't mean to hurt no one or kill no one/ 

Gosch Lesley 19980424 None   
Cannon Joseph John 19980422 Remorse without admit I am sorry for what I did to your mom. 
McFarland Frank Basil 19980419 Innocent I owe no apologies for a crime I did not commit. 

Hogue Jerry Lee 19980311 Innocent 

I do not know why, Mindy, you are doing this, but I 
will still forgive you. You know he is a murdered. 
Why don't you support me. He will do it again. You're 
lucky to be alive. 

Renfro Steve Ceon 19980209 Remorse without admit 
I would like to tell the victim's families that I am 
sorry, very sorry. 

Tucker Karla Faye 19980203 Remorse without admit 
I would like to say to all of you -- the Thorton family 
and Jerry Dean's family that I am so sorry. 

Lockhart  Michael Lee 19971209 Acceptance 
A lot of people view what is happening here as evil, 
but I want you to know that I have found love and 
comnpassion here 

Livingston Charles 19971121 Goodbye 
you all brouight me here to be executed not to make 
a speech. That's it. 

Sharp 
Michael 
Eugene 

19971119 Remorse without admit 
Iwould like to tell the surviving victims…that I ask 
that they forgive me….II beg forgiveness…I love 
all…lethal injection cuts short last sentence. 

Fuller Aaron Lee 19971106 Spiritual 
Jesus the Lord is everything to me. I am nothing 
without him. 

Lauti Aua 19971104 Spiritual I am so glad I found God and I am so happy for it. 

Ransom  Kenneth 19971028 Innocent 
I have said it from the beginning and I will say it 
again that I am innocent. I did not kill anyone. 

Green Ricky Lee 19971008 Spiritual 
I want to thank the Lord for giving me this 
opportunity to get to know Him. Lethal injection 
curts short final sentence…I do want to tell the… 

Adanandus Dwight 19971008 Admit 
I hope Mr. Hannon (illegible) will forgive me for 
taking his life. 
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Cockrum John William 19970930 Remorse without admit 
I would like to apologize to the victim's family for all 
of the pain I have caused them. 

Stone Benjamin 19970925 No record   

Turner Jesse 19970922 Spiritual 
I would like to give praise to God for the love and 
grade that he has allowed for all of this to come 
together 

Davis 
James Carl 
Lee 

19970909 Goodbye 
Well, my friends in my heart, I'm ready - 

West, Jr. Robert 19970729 Remorse without admit 
I would like to apologize for all the pain and suffering 
I put you all through. 

Montoya Irineo 19970618 Spiritual I will wait for you in heaven…I am at peace with God. 

Stoker David 19970617 No record* 
I have a statement prepared that I have given to the 
Chaplain that I want released to the media. I am 
ready, warden. (Statement to media is not found) 

Johnson Eddie 19970617 Innocent 
I was friends with David abd Virginia and I did not 
commit this offense,,. I have tried to do something 
to compensate the families by writing a book 

Behringer Earl 19970611 Remorse without admit 
To the Hancock family, I am soprry for the pain I 
caused you. If my death gives you any peace, so be 
it. 

Losada David 19970604 Innocent If it matters to anyone, I did not kill Olga. 
Johnson, Jr. Dorsie Lee 19970604 Family I woujld like to tell my family that I love them 

Harris Kenneth B. 19970603 Remorse without admit 
I am sorry for all the pain I have caused both 
families. 

Rogers Patrick 19970602 Spiritual 
last statement praising Allah contains four passages 
the recorder could not understand. 

Madden Robert 19970528 Innocent 
I apologize for your loss and pain but I didn’t kill 
those people. The recorded says there were some 
unintelligible sentences at the ennd of the statement 

White Larry Wayne 19970522 No record   
Callins Bruce 19970521 Family/Friends Tells those present he loves them. 
Lackey Clarence 19970520 Family/Friends Sends love to family and friends. 
Drinkard Richard 19970519 None   
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Belyeu Clifton E. 19970516 Remorse without admit 

I pray on my own behalf for forgiveness for any and 
all pain I've caused you. I pray that some day you'll 
realize your own miustakes and ask God to forgive 
you as II have because there is no peace without 
God's forgiveness. 

Westley Anthony 19970513 Innocent I want you to all know that I did not kill anyone. 
Baldree Ernest 19970429 No record   
Boyle Benjamin H. 19970421 No record   

Gentry Kenneth 19970416 Remorse without admit 
To J.D.'s family, I am sorry for the suffering you 
have gone through the past 14 years. 

Woods Billy Joe 19970414 No record   

Spence David 19970403 Innocent 
I want you to understand I speak the truth when I 
say I didn't klill your kids. Honestly, I have not killed 
anyone. 

Herman David 19970402 Admit 

It was horrible and inexcusable for me to take the 
life of your loved on and to jury so many mentally 
and physically. I am here because I took a life and 
killing is wrong by an individual and by the state. 

Washington Terry 19970312 No record   
Barefield John K. 19970312 Family Mumbled: Tell Mama I love her. 

Brimage, Jr. Richard 19970210 Spiritual 
I have a message to you from God. Save the 
children. 

Gonzales, Jr. Joe F. 19960918 Remorse 

I cannnot find the words to express the sadness I 
feel for bringing this hurt and pain to my loved ones. 
I will not ask forgiveness for the decisions I hhave 
made in this judicial process, onlya cceptance 

Granviel Kenneth 19960227 No record   
Jenkins Jr. Leo Ernest 19960209 No record   

Briddle 
James 
Michael 

19951212 No record 
  

Banda Eswquel 19951211 No record   
Vuong Hai 19951207 Spiritual I thank Him for saving my soul. 

Amos 
Bernard 
Amos 

19951206 No record 
  

Lane Harold 19951014 No record   
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Johnson Carl 19950919 Innocent 
I want the world to know that I'm innocent and that 
I've found peace. Let's ride. 

Sattiewhite Vernon 19950815 Acceptance I just hope Ms. Fielder is happy now.  
Hammond Karl 19950621 No record   

Fearance John 19950620 Remorse 
I made a mistake 18 years ago - I lost control of my 
mind but I didn’t mean to hurt anyone. 

Allridge Ronald 19950608 None   

Mann 
Fletcher 
Thomas 

19950601 Family/Friends 
Loves family, thanks attorneys, tells condemned to 
"hang in there." 

Mays Noble 19950406 No record   
Hawkins Samuel 19950221 No record   
Gardner Bill C.  19950216 Spiritual I forgive  you all -- hope God forgives all of you too. 
Motley Jeffrey 19950207 Family I love you mom. Goodbye. 
Williams Willie 19950131 Spiritual There's love and peace in Islam. 
Russell Clifton 19950131 Family/Friends Thanks family, brothers and God. 

Marquez Mario 19950117 Spiritual 
Thank you for being my Lord Jesus and Savior and I 
am ready to come home. Amen., 

Jacobs Jesse 19950104 Innocent 
I have committed lots of sins in my life but I am not 
guilty of this crime…Eden, if they want proof of them, 
give it to them. 

Clark, Jr. Herman 19941216 Spiritual 
The bad evil man I was when I came to death row 13 
years ago is no more -- by the power of God 

Kinnamon Raymond 19941211 Goodbye 

a long rambling goodbye to family and friends. 
Statement begins mid sentence. Warden listens 5 to 
10 minutes but that is not recorded. Recorder hears 
him talking  but could not understand what he said. 

Bridge Warren 19941122 Goodbye I'll see you. 
Cook Anthony 19941110 Family loves them 

Williams Walter 19941005 Spiritual 
Mumbles something about he wished his whole life 
would have been spent as an Islamic. 

Lott 
George 
Douglas 

19940920 No record 
  

Guiterrez Jessie 19940916 Family/Friends I just love everybody and that's it. 

Drew 
Robert 
Nelson 

19940802 Innocent 
They are taking the life of an innocent man. 
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Crank Denton 19940614 Family I give my love. 

Nethery Stephen Ray 19940527 Spiritual 
Asks for prayers for his family and the family of 
officer McCarthy. 

Rougeau Paul 19940503 No record   

Anderson 
Larrry 
Norman 

19940426 No record 
  

Beavers Richard Lee 19940404 No record   
Webb Freddie 19940331 Spiritual . 
Barnard Harold 19940202 Spiritual God please forgive me of my sins. 

Phillips Clifford 19931215 Remorse without admit 
I want to express my feelings regarding the mishap 
of the deceased Mrs. Iris Siff….I want to express my 
remorse. 

Bonham 
Antonio 
Nathaniel 

19930928 No record 
  

James Johnny 19930903 No record   
Wilkerson Richard J. 19930831 Poem Expresses rage at the system and read a poem. 

Cantu 
Rubben 
Montoya 

19930824 No record 
  

Kelly Carl 19930823 Goodbye 
I am an African warrior, born to breathe, and born to 
die. 

Holland SR. David Lee 19930812 No record   
Jernigan Joseph Paul 19930805 No record   
Harris Danny Ray 19930730 Spiritual Today I have victory in Christ. 
Harris Curtis Paul 19930701 No record   

Duff-Smith Markum 19930629 Admit 
I was responsible for the '75 and '79 cases. My trial 
was not just; it was not fair ;they lied against me. 

Sawyers 
John 
Christopher 

19930518 No record 
  

Herrera Leon Torres 19930512 Innocent 
I am innocent, innnocent, innocent. Make no mistake 
abouit it…I am an innocent man, and something very 
wrong is taking place here tonight.'' 

Stewart Darryl Elroy 19930504 No record   
Montoya Raymond 19930325 No record   
Santana Carlos 19930323 No record   
Lincecum Karin 19921210 No record   
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Griffin Jeffrey 19921119 No record   
Demouchette James 19920922 None   
Johnson Curtis 19920811 No record   
Black Robert 19920522 Poem Read "High Flight," an aviation poem. 

Romero Jesus 19920520 Family/Friends 
When his attorney came into the witness room, he 
said, Tell Mom I love her" The attorney said back to 
him, I love you too." 

May  Justin Lee 19920507 Family/Friends "Thanked his family" 
White  Billy Wayne 19920423 No record   

Ellis Edward 19920303 Family 
I just want everyone to know that thhe prosecutor 
and Bill Scott are sorry sons of bitches. To his family 
he added that he loved them all. 

Clark David 19920228 Spiritual 
None. But as he lay there he did praise the Lord and 
seemed to be praying 

Garrett 
Johnny 
Frank 

19920211 No record 
  

Cardova Joe 19920122 No record   

Green  G.W. 19911112 Goodbye 
Let's do it, man. Lock and load. Ain't live a [expletive 
deleted. 

Russell James 19910919 Family 

He final statement lasted three minutes. He thanks 
everybody that fought against his sentence. He 
spoke to his family and said he would carry their love 
with him. 

Camacho Genaro 19910826 Spiritual I'll be waiting for you in heaven. 

Bird Jerry 19910617 Goodbye 
"I don't think so. That's all. Go ahead. Start things 
rolling. (Mouthed "Hi, Mom" to his mother.) 

Cuevas Ignacio 19910523 Spiritual I'm going to a beautiful place. O.K.Warden, roll 'em. 

Buxton 
Lawrence 
Lee 

19910226 Goodbye 
I'm ready, Warden. 

Derrick Mikel James 19900718 Remorse without admit 
I just ask everybody I ever done anything wrong to, 
to just forgive me for whatever wrongs I done to 
them. 

Smith 
James 
Edward 

19900626 No record 
  



 

 66

Last First Date Statement Quote 

Anderson Johnny 19900517 Innocent 
I still proclaim I am innocent and that's all I have to 
say. Mentions a written statement given to warden 

Butler jerome 19900421 Goodbye I wish everybody a good life. Everything is OK. 
DeLuna Carlos 19891207 Family/Friends Ihate no one. I love my family. 

Paster 
James 
Emery 

19890920 Acceptance 
I hope Mrs. Howard can find peace in this. 

McCoy Stephen  19890524 None   

King Leon 19890322 Family/Friends 
I would tell Mr. Richard that I appreciate all he has 
done for me. I love you all. God Bless. Goodbye 
David. 

Landry Sr. Raymond 19881213 No record   

McDuff 
Kenneth 
Allen 

19881117 Goodbye 
I'm ready to be released. Release me. 

Franklin Donald 19881103 None   
Streetman Robert 19880107 No record   
Starvaggi Joseph 19870910 No record   
Thompson John R. 19870708 No record   
Johnson Elliot 19870624 None   
Williams Anthony 19870528 Remorse Mother, I am sorry for all the pain I've caused you. 
Hernandez 
Moreno 

Elisio 19870304 No record 
  

Hernandez Ramon 19870130 No record   
Andrade Richard 19861218 No record   

Evans 
Michael 
Wayne 

19861204 Remorse without admit 
I want too say I'm sorry for the things I've done and 
I hope I'm forgiven. 

Wicker Chester 19860826 No record   
Smith Larry 19860822 Family/Friends Tell my mother I love her. 
Woolls Randy L. 19860820 Remorse without admit I'm sorry for the victim's family. 
Brock Kenneth A. 19860619 Goodbye I have no last words. I am ready. 

Esquivel Rudy Ramos 19860609 Goodbye 
Goodbye to all my friends; be cool. Thank you for 
being my friends. Give my love to everybody. 

Pinkerton Jay Kelly 19860515 Spiritual 
Statement is partially direct quotes and partially 
paraphrased. "I bear witness there is no God but 
Allah." 

Barney Jefffrey 19860416 No record   
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Allen 

Bass 
Charles 
William 

19860412 Remorse 
I deserve this. Tell everyone I said goodbye. 

Rumbaugh Charles 19850911 Goodbye About all I can say is goodbye. 

Porter Henry 19850709 Technically Innocent 

What I want people to know is that they call me a 
cold-blooded killer when I shot a man who shot me 
first.  The only thing that convicted me was that I am 
a Mexican and that he was a police officer. 

Milton Charles 19850525 Spiritual There is no God buy Allah. 
De La Rosa Jesse 19850515 No record   
Morin Steven Peter 19850313 Spiritual Lord Jesus, I commit my soul to you. 

Skillern Doyle 19850116 Family 
I pray  thaty my family will rejoice and will forgive, 
thank you. 

Barefoot Thomas 19841030 Remorse without admit 

I've been praying all day for Carl Levin's wife to drive 
the biotterness from her heart because that 
bitterness that's in her heart will send her to Hell just 
as surely as any other sin. I'm sorry for everything I 
ever done to anybody. I hope they forgive me. 

Autry James 19840414 No record   

O'Bryan Ronald Clark 19840330 Remorse without admit 
To anyone I have offended in anyway during my 39 
years I pray and ask your forgiveness. 

Brooks Jr. Charlie 19821207 Spiritual 
As a devout Muslim, I am taught and believe that 
this material life is one foor the express purpose of 
preparing oneself for the real like that is to come. 
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LAST WORDS CLAIMING INNOCENCE
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The following document contains the last words of 34 persons executed in Texas who 
made claims of innocence immediately prior to executions between 1982 and 2005. 
Each entry contains the name of the executed prisoner, execution date, word count of 
final statement and the text of final statement as recorded by the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice-Institutional Division. Additionally, when news articles by the 
Associated Press on these executions were found in LexisNexis, the portion of the 
article that quoted from the prisoner’s final words is also excerpted.  
 
 
1.Johnny Anderson, May 17, 1990 
 
Final Statement (33 words): “I would like to point out that I have written a statement and 
the Warden will give you a copy. I still proclaim I am innocent, and that’s all I have to 
say.” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
2. Leon Torres Herrera,  May 12, 1993 
 
FinaI Statement (49 words): “I am innocent, innocent, innocent. Make no mistake about 
this; I owe society nothing. Continue the struggle for human rights, helping those who 
are innocent, especially Mr. Graham. I am an innocent man, and something very wrong 
is taking place tonight. May God bless you all. I am ready.” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
3. Robert Drew, Aug. 2, 1994 
 
Final Statement (60-plus words) : “(First two or three words not understood.) I don’t 
know why Marta Glass wasn’t allowed in here. I love you all. Keep the faith. Remember 
the death penalty is murder. They are taking the life of an innocent man. My attorney, 
Ron Kuley [illegible], will read my letter at a press conference after this is over. That is 
all I have to say. I love you all.” 
 
AP quotes: “Remember the death penalty is legal murder. Tonight they’re taking the life 
of an innocent man.” 
 
4. Jesse Jacobs, Jan. 4, 1995 
 
Final Statement (47 words): “I have committed lots of sin in my life, but I am not guilty of 
this crime. I would like to tell my son, daughter and wife that I love them. 
Eden, if they want proof of them, give it to them. Thanks for being my friend.” 
 
AP quotes: “I have news for you….There’s not going to be an execution tonight. This is 
premeditated murder. I hope in my death I’m a little bitty snowball that starts to bury the 
death penalty.”  
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5. Carl Johnson, Sept. 19, 1995 
 
Final Statement (16 words): “I want the world to know that I’m innocent and that I’ve 
found peace. Let’s ride.” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
6. David Spence, April 3, 1997 
 
Final Statement (76 words): “Yes, I do. First of all, I want you to understand I speak the 
truth when I say I didn’t kill your kids. Honestly I have not killed anyone. I wish you could 
get the rage from your hearts and you could see the truth and get rid of the hatred. I 
love you all – (names of children) – Corey, Steve (garbled) – This is very important. I 
love ya’ll and I miss ya’ll. O.K., now I’m finished.” 
 
AP story was found but does not quote from statement. 
 
7. Anthony Westley, May 13, 1997 
 
Final Statement (15-plus” words):” I want you to know that I did not kill anyone. I love 
you all. (Offender’s words were not clear)” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
8. Robert Madden, May 28, 1997 
 
Final Statement (97 words): “Yes sir, I do. Well, here we are. I apologize for your loss 
and your pain, but I didn’t kill those people. Hopefully we will all learn something about 
ourselves and about each other and we will learn enough to stop the cycle of hate and 
vengeance and come to value what is really going on in this world. We can’t look back. I 
forgive everyone for this process, which seems to be wrong. We all end up doing 
experiences which we create. That is all I have to say about that.(There were some 
unintelligible sentences.)” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
9. David Losada, June 4, 1997 
  
Final Statement (53 words): “Yes, I do. If it matters to anyone, I did not kill Olga. Brian, 
thank you for caring.Dee Dee, you have been a good sister to all of us. Ana and Chico 
(not sure of name he said), trust in God. I will always love you, Lynn. I will always love 
you .O.K., Warden.” 
 
No AP story found. 
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10.Eddie Johnson, June 17, 1997 
 
Final Statement (102 words): I would like to say to the Magee family and the Cadena 
family that I was friends with David and Virginia and I did not commit this offense.I have 
tried to do something to compensate the families by writing a book. I would like for the 
proceeds to go to the Magee family and the Cadena family.There is someone who will 
be contacting them or they can get in touch with my attorney.I would like to thank you 
for standing by me and loving me and carry my best to my "sun," my butterfly.Goodbye, 
sun, I love you. 
 
No AP story found. 
 
11. Kenneth Ransom, Oct. 28, 1997 
 
Final Statement (98 words): First and foremost I would like to tell the victims’ families 
that I am sorry because I don’t feel like I am guilty. I am sorry for the pain all of them 
have gone through during holidays and birthdays. They are without their loved ones.I 
have said from the beginning and I will say it again that I am innocent. I did not kill no 
one. I feel like this is the Lord’s will that will be done.I love you all. You know it. Don’t 
cry. 
Tell my brothers I love them. You all be strong.” 
 
AP reports: In his last statement, Kenneth Ray Ransom insisted he was innocent and 
said his death would be “an instrument to abolishing the death penalty.” He apologized 
to the victim’s families not because he felt guilty, but “because of the pain all them are 
going though each holiday, each birthday that they’re without their loved ones.” 
 
 
12. Frank Basil McFarland, April 19, 1998 
 
Final Statement (61 words): “I owe no apologies for a crime I did not commit. Those 
who lied and fabricated evidence against me will have to answer for what they have 
done. I know in my heart what I did and I call upon the spirit of my ancestors and all of 
my people and I swear to them and now I am coming home.” 
 
AP quotes “I owe no apology (sic) for a crime I did not commit.”  
 
 
13. Pedro Muniz, May 19, 1998 
. 
Final Statement (55 words): “I know you can’t hear me now but I know that it won’t 
matter what I have to say. I want you to know that I did not kill your sister. If you want to 
know the truth, and you deserve to know the truth, hire your own investigators. That’s all 
I have to say.” 
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AP quotes: “I want you to know that I didn’t kill your sister.” 
 
 
14. Martin Sauceda Vega, Jan. 26, 1999 
 
Final Statement (361 words): “I really don’t have much to say. All I want to say is that 
when the state introduced my sister and my niece as state witnesses, it’s not that they 
testified against me. The thing is, my lawyers would not subpoena anyone, so they 
allowed the state to subpoena them to paint a picture to the jury that my own sister and 
niece was testifying against me. Linda is innocent of this. I am innocent of this. Now all 
you all are seeing in the process a perfect example of ol’ freaky deaky Bill Clinton when 
he signed that anti-terrorism law to shorten the appeals. This is a conspiracy. They used 
false testimony of a woman that said I had raped her, when the test showed that the 
foreign pubic hair that was found on her body belonged to no one in that room. They 
found a drop of sposmosa in the crotch of her pants that was tied to blood type B. My 
blood type is A. Now the same woman there they brought to testify against this murder 
case. That woman was under indictment for possession of methamphetamine, delivery 
of methamphetamine. She could have gotten out of both of those cases. Yet, she swore 
under oath that she had never been in trouble with the law and none of that mattered. 
So what does that make this great state? A very high-priced prostitute that sells itself, 
called justice, to the highest bidder.I am being charged under article 19.83 of the Texas 
Penal Code of murder with the promise of remuneration. That means they got to have 
three people, the one that paid, the one that killed, and the deceased. And the alleged 
remunerator is out on the streets, so how come I’m being executed today, without a 
remunerator? This is a great American justice. So if you don’t think they won’t, believe 
me they will. Ain’t no telling who gonna be next. That’s all I have to say. Especially for 
the people of the deceased, Sims is innocent and so am I. So the murder is still not 
there. Today you are a witness, the state (cough). Bye. 
 
 
AP reports: 
In a long and rambling final statement, Vega twice proclaimed his innocence, 
complained about witnesses who testified against him and blasted the criminal justice 
system. 
He described the legal system as a “very high priced prostitute that sells justice to the 
highest bidder.” 
“I am innocent of this,” he said. “Now all of you are all seeing in the process is (sic) a 
perfect example of ole freaky-deaky Bill Clinton when he signed that anti-terrorism law 
to shorten the appeals. This is a conspiracy.” 
This is great American justice,” Vega said bitterly. “Ain’t no telling who gonna be next.” 
He finished the statement by blurting out, “Bye. 
 
 
15. Charles Rector, March 26, 1999 
 
Final Statement (169 words): “The first statement I would like to make it’s my sister. I 
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want her to know that every thing that is said, every move that is made, every motion, I 
hold it true to my heart. I hold it in my soul. 
I want you to know that I am not guilty and I will say this to the family. I did not kill your 
daughter. Take it the way you want. Sorry for the pain. 
Sister, I love you and will be there with you, to help you. I want to talk to you about 
being there by her. You know what I am saying. I want to thank you, thank you for the 
words. The dying words, you know. They mean a lot. Make sure he knows what I want 
him to know.” I want to quote a song that I wrote called "God Living with Us 24 Hours." It 
goes: 
Tell the kids I love them and I’ll be there. That’s all I have to say.” 
 
AP quotes: I want you to know I am not guilty…And I’ll say this to the (victim’s) family – I 
did not kill your daughter. Take it the way you want. I’m sorry for the pain.” 
 
16. Charles Boyd, Aug. 5, 1999 
 
Final Statement (32 words): “I want you all to know I did not do this crime. 
I wanted to wait for a thirty day stay for a DNA test so you know who did the crime.” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
17. Odell Barnes, Jr.  March 1, 2000 
Final Statement (106 words): “I'd like to send great love to all my family members, my 
supporters, my attorneys. They have all supported me throughout this. I thank you for 
proving my innocence, although it has not been acknowledged by the courts. May you 
continue in the struggle and may you change all that's being done here today and in the 
past. Life has not been that good to me, but I believe that now, after meeting so many 
people who support me in this, that all things will come to an end, and may this be fruit 
of better judgements for the future. That's all I have to say.” 
 
AP quotes: “I thank you for proving my innocence, although it has not been 
acknowledged by the courts. May you continue in the struggle and may you change all 
that's being done here today and in the past.” 
 
18. Orien Cecil Joiner, July 12, 2000 
Final Statement: (226 words): “Kathy, y'all take and I bless all of you and I am glad I 
have had y'all in my life. As I have said from the very first thing, I am innocent of this 
crime and God knows I am innocent and the four people that was murdered know I am 
innocent and when I get to heaven I'll be hunting you and we'll talk. I feel sorry for the 
families that's had to suffer and my family and I have 'em all in my prayers. I love you 
all. Y'all take and y'all look after Sheila and Shannon and them, call 'em and get the 
pictures to 'em and everything and, ah, again, like I said, I feel sorry for the families, but 
if it takes my death to make them happy, then I will bless them. I have no hard feelings 
toward anyone cause the Lord feels that it is my time to come home to Him, my work on 
earth is done and that, ah, like I said, I am just sorry for, but they will have to go through 
this one time again, cause sooner or later, whoever did this crime is going to be caught 
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and they'll have to come down here and do this again and they will realize they 
witnessed an innocent man going to be with Jesus Christ.” 
 
AP quotes: “As I have said from the very first thing, I am innocent of this crime and God 
knows I am innocent and the poor (as opposed to “four”) people that was murdered 
know I am innocent and when I get to heaven I'll be hunting you and we'll talk.” 
 
19. Billy Hughes, Jan. 24, 2000 
Final Statement (219 words): “Yes, I do. I want to tell you all how much I love you all, 
how much I appreciate everything. I love you all and my family. I treasure every moment 
that I have had. I want the guys to know out there not to give up, not to give in, that I 
hope someday the madness in the system, something will come about, something will 
be resolved.I would gladly trade the last 24 years if it would bring back Mark Fredericks. 
Give him back his life, give back my father his life, and my mother her health. All I ask is 
that I have one day and all the memories of you and my family and all the things that 
have happened. They are executing an innocent man because things did not happen as 
they say they happen and there's. The truth will come out someday. I am not the same 
person as I was 24 years ago. Who would have thought it would have taken 24 years to 
get to this moment? Don't give up, don't give in. If I am paying my debt to society, I am 
due a rebate and a refund, but I love you all and you all watch out for Mom and you all 
keep up, keep going. Thank you, Warden.” 
 
AP quotes: “They are executing an innocent man because things did not happen as 
they say they happened. Don't give up, don't give in. If I am paying my debt to society, I 
am due a rebate and a refund.” 
 
20. Tommy Jackson, May 4, 2000 
Final Statement (447 words): “Yes sir, I would like to address the Robinson family. 
There is nothing I can say here or anything I could probably do. Now you are all 
probably mad at me and I would probably be in the same situation you all in if anybody I 
thought killed anybody in my family ahh. If I knew who killed Rosalyn I would let you 
know, but, I am going to say this: I am going to heaven with God as my witness. Ros 
was a personal friend of mine. She was a beautiful person, very educated, her. I'm very 
tight with the Robinson family. She was proud that she had a father that was a doctor. 
My family is not here present and that is by my wish and my wish only. Now the tables 
is turned. You are all here, the Robinson family is here to see me executed. That is 
something that I would not want for my family. In no form or fashion would I have ever 
want to see Rosalyn dead. I left the scene of where the incident happened. I guarantee 
you if I would have been there you would not be standing where you are if I would have 
been there. You all have some very serious look on your face and something very 
serious fixin' to happen now. I will say this on my own behalf but then again I know it is 
not going to make any difference but what you fixing to witness is not a nice thing. It's 
not nice. It's not nice. The media. I would just like to address to the media with 
everybody's permission. I would like to say before I go that it has been said that I have 
shown no remorse, but if you look at my record and my background, ask anybody that 
know me that in order for me to show any kind of remorse for killing that ever been 
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done, this one time I can't show no remorse for something that I did not do and if I did I 
would be faking. I would totally be faking and believe me there is nothing fake about me. 
Nothing fake. I've done wrong, sure, I've paid the time. This is one time that I know I 
cannot show no remorse for something that I did not do. I am at peace, please believe 
me. Wherefore, I figure that what I am dying for now is what I have done in my past. 
This is what I am dying for. Not for killing Rosalyn. I don't know what ya'll call her but I 
call her Ros, I call her Ros. That's it.” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
21, Paul Selso Nuncio, June 15, 2000 
Final Statement (516 words): “Verbal:I have a written statement for the press. It will be 
released as soon as they can. And I also responded to a comment to me from Sandy, 
daughter of Ms. Farris. I have felt deeply sorry for the deceased. But I'm sorry that I 
wasn't the one that did it or anything. She will tell you that when she gets a chance to. 
When the time comes. I just wish just to be patient when the time for each and everyone 
of ya'll individually have ya'll time. But I'm not putting pressure on either one of ya'll 
being having any guilt. I just want to say two thing, executing someone that is innocent, 
cause even though I am. The burden will be wiped away and you will be at ease to 
know that I know how it is and they will pay for it when their time comes. And all I have 
to say is that right now I'm sorry that it happened and I was part, not part in it but, part 
responsible for not properly getting the word out in time to get the right victim or the right 
convict or the right person that did it. I just wish to say a little prayer for the family for 
their appearance and forgiveness in this matter.Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give this 
day your daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Our Lord, Amen. 
And ah, don't be surprised if your Mom be the helper of God that would grab my hand 
and say "You are now into eternal life with God." This is her being one of the chosen 
ones to give as proof of innocence. That's what I meant by telling you I don't mean to 
injure you anymore. When your time comes that she would let you know, if I was 
innocent or guilty. That about all I have to say.Love you all. 
 
Written:I wish the public to see my point of inside view that the officers of Death Row of 
the State of Texas. All the years of 5 or 6 years of my first time being locked up for not 
doing a crime of this sort. Now, officers of Texas TDCJ are of Terrell Unit, Walls Unit 
and some of Ellis I are just doing their job for their family. Now there are also respectful 
inmates death row and population that I've meet, now I say to all of you just realizing 
what crime is about, don't do it. One way I've thought of was having your friends 
"inmate" to witness your execution talking about those of population and first timers. I 
just want to give those officers that respected me while in prison of TDCJ Death Row. 
May God bless you all of TDCJ and inmates especially the free-world population.With 
Gods and my words of faith.” 
 
AP quotes: ” I don’t want you to have guilt of executing someone innocent because I 
am. When your time comes that she would let you know, if I was innocent or guilty.” 
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22. Gary Graham, June 22, 2000 
Final Statement (1,268 words): “I would like to say that I did not kill Bobby Lambert. 
That I'm an innocent black man that is being murdered. This is a lynching that is 
happening in America tonight. There's overwhelming and compelling evidence of my 
defense that has never been heard in any court of America. What is happening here is 
an outrage for any civilized country to anybody anywhere to look at what's happening 
here is wrong. 
I thank all of the people that have rallied to my cause. They've been standing in support 
of me. Who have finished with me. 
I say to Mr. Lambert's family, I did not kill Bobby Lambert. You are pursuing the 
execution of an innocent man. 
I want to express my sincere thanks to all of ya'll. We must continue to move forward 
and do everything we can to outlaw legal lynching in America. We must continue to stay 
strong all around the world, and people must come together to stop the systematic 
killing of poor and innocent black people. We must continue to stand together in unity 
and to demand a moratorium on all executions. We must not let this murder/lynching be 
forgotten tonight, my brothers. We must take it to the nation. We must keep our faith. 
We must go forward. We recognize that many leaders have died. Malcom X, Martin 
Luther King, and others who stood up for what was right. They stood up for what was 
just. We must, you must brothers, that's why I have called you today. You must carry on 
that condition. What is here is just a lynching that is taking place. But they're going to 
keep on lynching us for the next 100 years, if you do not carry on that tradition, and that 
period of resistance. We will prevail. We may loose this battle, but we will win the war. 
This death, this lynching will be avenged. It will be avenged, it must be avenged. The 
people must avenge this murder. So my brothers, all of ya'll stay strong, continue to 
move forward. 
Know that I love all of you. I love the people, I love all of you for your blessing, strength, 
for your courage, for your dignity, the way you have come here tonight, and the way you 
have protested and kept this nation together. Keep moving forward, my brothers. 
Slavery couldn't stop us. The lynching couldn't stop us in the south. This lynching will 
not stop us tonight. We will go forward. Our destiny in this country is freedom and 
liberation. We will gain our freedom and liberation by any means necessary. By any 
means necessary, we keep marching forward. 
I love you, Mr. Jackson. Bianca, make sure that the state does not get my body. Make 
sure that we get my name as Shaka Sankofa. My name is not Gary Graham. Make sure 
that it is properly presented on my grave. Shaka Sankofa. 
I died fighting for what I believe in. I died fighting for what was just and what was right. I 
did not kill Bobby Lambert, and the truth is going to come out. It will be brought out. 
I want you to take this thing off into international court, Mr. Robert Mohammed and all 
ya'll. I want you, I want to get my family and take this down to international court and file 
a law suit. Get all the video tapes of all the beatings. They have beat me up in the back. 
They have beat me up at the unit over there. Get all the video tapes supporting that law 
suit. And make the public exposed to the genocide and this brutality world, and let the 
world see what is really happening here behind closed doors. Let the world see the 
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barbarity and injustice of what is really happening here. You must get those video tapes. 
You must make it exposed, this injustice, to the world. You must continue to demand a 
moratorium on all executions. We must move forward Minister Robert Mohammed. 
Ashanti Chimurenga, I love you for standing with me, my sister. You are a strong warrior 
queen. You will continue to be strong in everything that you do. Believe in yourself, you 
must hold your head up, in the spirit of Winnie Mandela, in the spirit of Nelson Mandela. 
Ya'll must move forward. We will stop this lynching. 
Reverend Al Sharpton, I love you, my brother. 
Bianca Jagger, I love all of you. Ya'll make sure that we continue to stand together. 
 
Reverend Jesse Jackson and know that this murder, this lynching will not be forgotten. I 
love you, too, my brother. This is genocide in America. This is what happens to black 
men when they stand up and protest for what is right and just. We refuse to 
compromise, we refuse to surrender the dignity for what we know is right. But we will 
move on, we have been strong in the past. We will continue to be strong as a people. 
You can kill a revolutionary, but you cannot stop the revolution. The revolution will go 
on. The people will carry the revolution on. You are the people that must carry that 
revolutionary on, in order to liberate our children from this genocide and for what is 
happening here in America tonight. What has happened for the last 100 or so years in 
America. This is the part of the genocide, this is part of the African (unintelligible), that 
we as black people have endured in America. But we shall overcome, we will continue 
with this. We will continue, we will gain our freedom and liberation, by any means 
necessary. Stay strong. They cannot kill us. We will move forward. 
To my sons, to my daughters, all of you. I love all of you. You have been wonderful. 
Keep your heads up. Keep moving forward. Keep united. Maintain the love and unity in 
the community. 
And know that victory is assured. Victory for the people will be assured. We will gain our 
freedom and liberation in this country. We will gain it and we will do it by any means 
necessary. We will keep marching. March on black people. Keep your heads high. 
March on. All ya'll leaders. March on. Take your message to the people. Preach the 
moratorium for all executions. We're gonna stop, we are going to end the death penalty 
in this country. We are going to end it all across this world. Push forward people. And 
know that what ya'll are doing is right. What ya'll are doing is just. This is nothing more 
than pure and simple murder. This is what is happening tonight in America. Nothing 
more than state sanctioned murders, state sanctioned lynching, right here in America, 
and right here tonight. This is what is happening my brothers. Nothing less. They know 
I'm innocent. They've got the facts to prove it. They know I'm innocent. But they cannot 
acknowledge my innocence, because to do so would be to publicly admit their guilt. This 
is something these racist people will never do. We must remember brothers, this is what 
we're faced with. You must take this endeavor forward. You must stay strong. You must 
continue to hold your heads up, and to be there. And I love you, too, my brother. All of 
you who are standing with me in solidarity. We will prevail. We will keep marching. Keep 
marching black people, black power. Keep marching black people, black power. Keep 
marching black people. Keep marching black people. They are killing me tonight. They 
are murdering me tonight.” 
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AP quotes: “I die fighting for what I believed in….The truth will come out.”  
 
23. Richard Wayne Jones, Aug. 22, 2000 
 
Final Statement (69 words): “I want the victim's family to know that I didn't commit this 
crime. I didn't kill your loved one. Sharon Wilson, y'all convicted an innocent man and 
you know it. There are some lawyers hired that is gonna prove that, and I hope you can 
live with it. To my family and loved ones, I love you. Thank you for supporting me. Y'all 
stay strong. Warden, take me home.” 
 
AP quotes:” I want the victim’s family to know I didn’t commit this crime….I didn’t kill 
your loved one. I hope you can live with it. Y’all stay strong. Warden take me home.” 
 
 
24. Stacey Lawton, Nov. 14, 2000 
Final Statement (276 words):”I am saying, I want y'all to keep your heads up, hold on 
and stay strong for everybody. I mean ah, I don't want y'all to look at me like I am a killer 
or something man, cause I ain't no killer. I mean, I didn't, I didn't kill your father. I mean, 
I know how it look, but I didn't do it. You know what I am saying? You were out there 
with me, Tommy. I mean, you know man. (mumbled) You know I always did want to say 
something to y'all. Right? I can't say that I done it because I didn't do it. I've got love for 
everybody. I am a Christian now. I'm saying I want everybody to keep thier heads up 
and stay strong. I'm going to stay strong. I'll be seeing you, this is my last breath.Ricky, 
keep your head up baby. All y'all, Doreen, Melodee. 
I mean, I know y'all don't come down here. I just really don't know what y'all want me to 
say. I mean, I know, ah, I mean, I'm sorry anybody, ah, anybody got killed that night. It 
wasn't supposed to happen, but I didn't do it. I really didn't do it. I don't want y'all to go 
through life thinking that I did. You know what I am saying? I love everybody and I want 
y'all to stay strong. Right? It would take me an hour or a long time, man, but, ah, man, I 
don't want to hold y'all up, man, like that, ah. Y'all just keep your head up and stay 
strong, man.Give my love to everybody.I love y'all.” 
 
AP quotes: “I didn’t kill anybody (as opposed to “your father”.) I know how it looked,(as 
opposed to “look” but I didn’t do it.” 
 
 
25. Mack Hill, Aug. 8, 2001 
Final Statement (94 words): “First, I would  like to tell my family that I love them. I will be 
waiting on them. I am  fine. I hope that everyone gets some closure from this. I am 
innocent. Lubbock County officials believe I am guilty. I am not. Travis Ware has  the 
burden on him to prove that he did not commit felonies. He needs to be stopped or he is 
going to do it time and time again. The power is invested  in you as a public official to do 
your job. That's all Warden. I love  y'all.” 
 
AP quotes: I’m fine. I’m innocent and I know Lubbock County officials obviously believe 
I’m guilty, but I am not.”  
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26. Gerald Tigner, March 7, 2002 
 
Final Statement (90 words): “Yes.  My last  statement.  I was wrongfully convicted of this 
crime against Michael  Watkins and James Williams on 10th Street on August 31, 
1993.  I got convicted on a false confession because I never admitted to it, but my  
lawyer did not put this out to the jury.  I did not kill those drug  dealers.  I send love to 
my family and friends; my east side family  and friends.  I am being real with the real.  
That's all that  counts in my heart.  I will see you later.  That's it. 
 
AP quotes: I was wrongfully convicted of this crime….I got convicted on a false 
confession….My lawyer didn’t point this out to the jury. I did not kill those two drug 
dealers.” Minor changes in italics. 
 
27. Robert Coulson, June 25, 2002 
Final Statement (36 words): “I'm innocent.  I had nothing to do with my family's 
murders.  I want to thank everyone who has supported me.  I hope they continue to 
fight.  You know who you are.  That's all.  Thank you, Warden.” 
 
AP quotes: “I’m innocent,. I had absolutely nothing to do with my family’s murder.I hope 
you continue to fight…” 
To Dale Atchetee, a former Houston police officer who worked the case, he is quoted as 
saying “You know you planted that evidence. You know and I know.’’ These words do 
not appear in final statement. 
 
28. Richard Kutzner, Aug. 7, 2002 
Final Statement (96 words): “Well, yes, sir.  Rebecca, I understand that you wanted this 
day to come, you got what you wanted.  I didn't kill your mother.  The two guys that 
worked for me killed your mother and they are still out there.  If Mr. McDougal had 
allowed the DNA evidence, I would be exonerated.  Mr. Tolson, I understand you are 
out there.  If there is any justice in this world, please use this to keep other people from 
being where I'm at.  Warden, this is murder just as surely as the people that killed 
Rebecca's mother.  Send me home.” 
 
AP quotes: Kutzner…blamed the slaying on “two guys” who worked for him. “There’s 
nothing else I can say. I didn’t do this.” 
 
29. Craig Ogan,  Nov. 19, 2002 
Final Statement (222 words): “ I would like to say first of all the real violent crimes in this 
case are acts committed by James Boswell and Clay Morgan Gaines.  We have the 
physical evidence to prove fabrication and cover-up.  The people responsible for killing 
me will have blood on their hands for an unprovoked murder.  I am not guilty; I acted in 
self-defense and reflex in the face of a police officer who was out of control.  James 
Boswell had his head beat in; possibly due to this he had problems.  My jurors had not 
heard about that.  They did not know he had suffered a head injury from the beating by 
a crack dealer five months earlier; that he was filled with anger and wrote an angry letter 
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to the Houston Chronicle.  He expressed his frustration at the mayor, police chief and 
fire chief.  He was mad at the world.  Three and a half months before I worked on a deal 
with the DEA, the informant was let off.  At the moment he left the courtroom, he 
became angry with me; Officer Boswell was upset about this.  Officer Boswell and an 
angry woman were in the police car and they were talking in raised voices.  In other 
words, Officer Boswell was angry at the time I walked up.  Officer Boswell may have 
reacted to the...” 
 
AP quotes:” In killing me, the people responsible have blood on their hands because I 
am not guilty.” 
 
 
30. William Chappell, Nov. 20, 2002 
Final Statement (241 words): “Jane, Grace and all of you all, I know you think I did this, 
and I'm sure you think this is wonderful in your eyes.  But, let me tell you something, 
there were two DNA tests run and none matched me.  I wanted a third, but that never 
happened.  Three people at different times confessed to killing these people - your 
parents.  They did not know me.  My request is that you get yourselves in church and 
pray for forgiveness because you are murdering me.  I did not kill anyone in my life.  If 
you will look at your house and the police report, there are several bullet patterns shot 
into the West wall over the bed and the East wall and North wall and your sister was in 
the front bedroom while 30 shots were fired.  There's no way in hell she would have laid 
in that bed.  If you think I did this, you need to think again.  There were three people in 
the house and have confessed to it.  Larry Ashworth in Fort Worth killed seven people.  
All I was asking for was a DNA and I could not get it.  But get in church and get right 
with God.  Jane, you know damn well I did not molest that kid of yours.  You are 
murdering me and I feel sorry for you.  Get in church and get saved.  I really don't know 
what else to tell you.” 
 
No AP story found. 
 
31. Richard Duncan, Dec. 3, 2003 
Final Statement (42 words): “I did have, but now I see my family here and everything - 
all I want to say is I love you all so much.  I am innocent.  I love you all so much.  You 
are beautiful.  Okay Warden, I am through.” 
 
No AP story was found. 
 
32. Cameron Todd Willingham, Feb. 17, 2004 
Final Statement (73 words):  “Yeah. The only statement I want to make is that I am an 
innocent man - convicted of a crime I did not commit. I have been persecuted for 12 
years for something I did not do. From God's dust I came and to dust I will return - so 
the earth shall become my throne. I gotta go, road dog. I love you Gabby. [Remaining 
portion of statement omitted due to profanity.]” 
 
No AP story found. 
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33. Kelsey Patterson, May 18, 2004 
Final Statement (75 words): “Statement to what.  State What.  I am not guilty of the 
charge of capital murder.  Steal me and my family's money.  My truth will always be my 
truth.  There is no kin and no friend; no fear what you do to me.  No kin to you 
undertaker.  Murderer.  [Portion of statement omitted due to profanity] Get my money.  
Give me my rights.  Give me my rights.  Give me my rights.  Give me my life back.” 
 
AP quotes: No kin, no kin, no kin .(Not in statement) I’m not guilty of a charge of capital 
murder. Give me my rights. I’m acquitted of capital murder, (Not in statement)  
Statement to what? Statement to what? (in statement once, not twice)  I’m not guilty of 
capital murder. (not in statement) Give me my life back.” 
 
34 . Luis Ramirez, Oct. 20, 2005 
 
Final Statement (125 words): “Yes I do.  I would like to address you first.  I did not kill 
your loved one, but I hope that one day you find out who did.  I wish I could tell you the 
reason why, or give some kind of solace; you lost someone you love very much.  The 
same as my family and friends are going to lose in a few minutes.  I am sure he died 
unjustly, just like I am.  I did not murder him; I did not have anything to do with his 
death.  And to you my family and friends, I love you dearly.  Even though I die, that love 
for you will never die.  Into Your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit.  Thank you.  Thank you 
all.” 
 
AP quotes: “I did not kill your loved one, but I hope that one day you find out who did. I 
wish I could tell you the reason why, or give some kind of solace; you lost someone you 
love very much.  The same as my family and friends are going to lose in a few minutes I 
am sure he died unjustly, just like I am.  I did not murder him; I did not have anything to 
do with his death.  
 
AP quotes these words not final statement: It’s OK. It’s all right. I’m not afraid. 
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