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Probabilistic reasoning under uncertainty suits well to analysis of disease 

dynamics. The stochastic nature of disease progression is modeled by applying the 

principles of Bayesian learning. Bayesian learning predicts the disease progression, 

including prevalence and incidence, for a geographic region and demographic 

composition. Public health resources, prioritized by the order of risk levels of the 

population, will efficiently minimize the disease spread and curtail the epidemic at the 

earliest. A Bayesian network representing the outbreak of influenza and pneumonia in a 

geographic region is ported to a newer region with different demographic composition. 

Upon analysis for the newer region, the corresponding prevalence of influenza and 

pneumonia among the different demographic subgroups is inferred for the newer region. 

Bayesian reasoning coupled with disease timeline is used to reverse engineer an 

influenza outbreak for a given geographic and demographic setting. The temporal flow 

of the epidemic among the different sections of the population is analyzed to identify the 

corresponding risk levels. In comparison to spread vaccination, prioritizing the limited 

vaccination resources to the higher risk groups results in relatively lower influenza 

prevalence. HIV incidence in Texas from 1989-2002 is analyzed using demographic 

based epidemic curves. Dynamic Bayesian networks are integrated with probability 

distributions of HIV surveillance data coupled with the census population data to 

estimate the proportion of HIV incidence among the different demographic subgroups. 

Demographic based risk analysis lends to observation of varied spectrum of HIV risk 



among the different demographic subgroups. A methodology using hidden Markov 

models is introduced that enables to investigate the impact of social behavioral 

interactions in the incidence and prevalence of infectious diseases. The methodology is 

presented in the context of simulated disease outbreak data for influenza. Probabilistic 

reasoning analysis enhances the understanding of disease progression in order to 

identify the critical points of surveillance, control and prevention. Public health 

resources, prioritized by the order of risk levels of the population, will efficiently minimize 

the disease spread and curtail the epidemic at the earliest. 
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BN            Bayesian network for time interval [i,j]

inter−slice arcs

intra−slice arcs
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or dead
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incubation period)

(1st 4−5 days of illness)
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Yes
No

Yes
NoCough FeverSymptoms

Demographic
parameters

Ethnicity
Asian
Black
Hispanic
White

Age
Female

MaleGender

Yes
NoVaccinationHigh

Low

Urban

RuralIncome Location

Influenza Yes
No

Node Name Values
of the
node

Child (<6 yrs)

Adult (6−64 yrs)

Senior (>64 yrs)
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W�� K"� n�� TV#>s�U W�� K"� n�� TV# w U

W�� K"� {$� TV#>Z�U W�� K"� {$� TV# v T

W�� %�� n�� TV#>r�r W�� %�� n�� TV# v+v

W�� %�� {$� TV#>T�U W�� %�� {$� TV# r�U

* 	 K"� n�� TV#�p;U *c	 K"� n�� TV# U v

* 	 K"� {$� TV#>r�U *c	 K"� {$� TV# u�v

* 	 %�� n�� TV# U v *c	 %�� n�� TV# Z w

* 	 %�� {$� TV# u�v *c	 %�� {$� TV# Z+T
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%"� TV#>Z�T W�� %"� TV# u T K"� %"� TV#�pU n�� %"� TV# U+U

m�. TV#�p;U W�� m". TV# U+U K"� m". TV#>Z�U n�� m�. TV# v T

{$� TV#>s�U W�� {$� TV# w U K"� {$� TV# u T n�� {$� TV# w U

� � TV#>s�T W�� � � TV# v T K"� � � TV# vIu n�� � � TV# u�v

* 	 %"� TV# v T %�� %"� TV#>r�U {$� %"� TV# v U

* 	 m". TV# v U %�� m". TV# w U {$� m�. TV# u T
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Ethnicity
Female

MaleGender Age
Minor (<20 yrs)

Adult (20−39 yrs)

Senior (>=40 yrs)

Demographic
parameters

Node Name
Values
of the
node

Hispanic
African American
Others / Not specified

White Non−Hispanic

HIV
HIV +

~HIV+

6�V nWY;_e] 	�|��8|"�5Jcwl]NLlV J8XT�P]la~��UI_~�sa�Ui�-XKJI� w��N]m,H	 : 	�X\�;V [Z];XK�N]

Time Slice

Ethnicity Gender Age Ethnicity Gender Age

HIV HIV

Years III−IVYears I−II
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1990
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2000 2002

PREDICTION

1994

1992

1998BN BN BN

Network − BN
Year

Bayesian
2000

BN

2002
BN
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