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This study was designed to determine (a) the extent

of the coverage in total wordage; (b) the direction and

intensity of the articles; and (c) the impression conveyed

by each newspaper toward the two main parties of the

war.

The findings show that (a) The New York Times de-

voted nearly twice as many words to the war as The Times

of London; (b) the majority of the articles were neutral;

(c) The New York Times was more favorable to the leftists

and was as favorable to the rightists as The Times of

London; and (d) the two newspapers were consistent in

direction, and all deviation from neutrality remained

within the limits of mild intensity.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

International events and crises have received

coverage of varying degrees of fairness and thoroughness

in different news media. When such events are extremely

complicated, their treatment may differ from one news

medium to another. Many problems will face the reporter.

Among them will be singling out winners and losers, not

always an easy task (1, p. 1). The civil war in Lebanon

in 1975-76 was made up of such events.

Lebanon is one of the smallest Arab countries in

the Middle East. It is on th eastern shore of the

Mediterranean sea and is bounded on the north and east

by Syria and on the south by Israel. Lebanon is often

cited as the exception to all rules that apply to the

Arab world. Its leaders are freely elected, and it is a

stronghold of laissez-faire capitalism (2, p. 608).

Beirut, the capital, is the financial and social hub

of the Arab world. It is the Middle East headquarters

for all kinds of Western and Eastern business firms.

Lebanon is the center for international organizations

representing, among others, the United Nations. Most of

the newspapers of the world make their Middle East head-

quarters in Beirut because correspondents can work there

1
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with a minimum of interference and censorship. Correspon-

dents from all over the world have for more than two decades

gathered in the bar of the Hotel Saint George in Beirut

and made it one of the world's notable clearing houses

for information (3, pp. 72-73).

This idyllic picture of an oasis of peace and

prosperity came to a sudden and brutal end in the spring

of 1975 with the outbreak of civil war between the right

wing militia, mainly Christian Maronites, and the left

wing militia, mainly Moslems. Lebanon has since become

a tragic focal point for the ongoing tensions and shifting

allicances of the Middle East (2, p. 608).

Although the war was mainly between the rightists

and the leftists, two other major parties, the Palestinians

and the Syrians, played a big role in the civil war. Both

of them backed the leftists until May, 1976, when Syria

shifted its backing to the rightists against both the

leftists and the Palestinians.

During the civil war period that lasted eighteen

months from April, 1975, to October, 1976, different rounds

of fighting took place, followed by different rounds of

cease-fires. These different rounds can be summed into

seven major phases that trace most of the Lebanese civil

war from its start until the day the war was officially

declared ended.

The first phase of the war started on April 13, 1975,
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with heavy fighting between the right wing militias and

the Palestinians in the Christian suburb of Beirut, Ain

al-Rumaneh. Fighting spread to the areas soon to become

the "traditional fronts" of the war. On April 16,

Premier Rashid Solh announced the first of a series of

hundreds of cease-fires, and this first, purely Palestinian-

Lebanese round of the war slowly subsided.

The second phase started on June 11, 1975, when

fighting broke out on a large scale. This fighting

took on more of a Lebanese intercommunal character. During

this round, the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)

repeatedly pledged it would respect Lebanese sovereignty

and would not become involved in Lebanese affairs or support

one faction against another. A cease-fire was arranged

toward the end of the month but it did not last long.

On August 28, 1975, the third phase of the war

started when heavy fighting erupted and spread to two

major cities of Lebanon besides Beirut, Zahle in the east,

and Tripoli in the north. On October 12, the PLO became

involved politically in the war,when it joined the

Lebanese leftist$ and the Syrian government in denouncing

the idea of Lebanese army intervention to help cease the

fire between the rightists and the leftists.

The fourth phase started a new stage of the war.

On January, 1976, the rightist militia. began the blockade

of all the Palestinian refugee camps in East Beirut. The
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conflict began to escalate toward a Palestinian-Lebanese

conflict on one side, and a Lebanese-Lebanese conflict on

the other side. At this point, Syria began to waver in

its support of! the leftists, who were obviously gaining

ground and support.

The fifth phase in the war was the split of the

Lebanese army in March between Moslems, who rallied under

the leadership of Lieutenant Ahmed Khatib, to what was

called "The Lebanese Arab Army," and Christian unit

who sided with the rightists. Various other groups of

officers issued manifestoes or declarations calling for

reform, and the commander-in-chief of the army,

Brigadier General Hanna Said, a Christian Maronite,

offered amnesty for those rejoing the ranks. It was too

late because the army already was split wide open.

By the time the sixth phase startedSyria had swung

openly to the rightists, opposing the leftists and the

Palestinians. On June 1, Syrian troops crossed the

Lebanese border and engaged the Palestinian-leftist troops.

Heavy fighting erupted between the Syrian and pro-Syrian

forces on one side, and the Palestinians and leftists

on the other. By June 4, the PLO and all the leftists

had formed a joint military command to resist the Syrians,

whereas the Maronite Christian leaders decided to support

them.

During June, the war reached its climax, and foreign
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countries began evacuating their citizens from Lebanon.

The American ambassador to Lebanon, Francis Melloy, and

his economic advisor and his chauffeur were kidnapped

and assassinated on the road between West and East Beirut.

Syria reinforced its troops in Lebanon, and a coordinated

Syrian-rightist offensive began to expel the leftists

and Palestinians from mountain positions north of the main

Beirut-Damascus highway. Another offensive was launched

by the Syrian army against the Palestinian-leftist

alliance in Mount Lebanon.

The seventh and last phase of the war began on

October 16. As the Syrians marched toward Beirut on that

day, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait sponsored a reconciliation

summit meeting among Syrian President Hafez Assad,

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, Lebanese President Elias

Sarkis, and PLO chief Yasser Arafat. Among the Riyach

summit decisions was a final cease-fire guaranteed by the

Arab states and backed with a 30,000-man, mainly Syrian,

Arab peace-keeping force, under political authority of

the Lebanese president. On October 21, the war was officially

over,. however, it took nearly a month more to enforce the

Riyadh decisions which were ratified by an enlarged summit

meeting of the Arab League in Cairo, for all the Arab

States.
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Although the war was officially over, no solutions

to the causes of the war were reached, and the country

remained divided among the different parties of the war.

The Lebanese government has since tried to reach an

agreement among the different parties in order to end

the ongoing tension and fighting that are still taking

place since the beginning of the war.

Covering the Lebanese civil war was not an easy task

for reporters. An editorial in Time magazine during the

war period said, "Beirut was always the place where one

took a plane to cover a story somewhere else. The change

is tragic, to put it mildly " (4, p. 2). This sudden

change made it almost impossible forreporters to know how

the conflict started and who started it. Each round of the

war carried new fronts and new alliances. Different reports

on the war carried different stores. At least three

different accounts about the beginning of the war may

be found in books written about the war. One said,

On Sunday, April 13, 1975, a bus carrying
Palestinians and Lebanese from Chatila and Sabra
(both Palestinian refugee camps) back to Tel al-
Zaater camp, after a ceremony commemorating
guerrillas killed in a raid inside Israel, passed
through Ain al-Ramaneh, a Christian neighborhood
closely adjoining the Moslem one of ash-Shiyah.
Pierre Gemayel (the president of the right wing
Phalange party) was taking part in the benediction
of a new Maronite church in Ain al-Ramaneh, and the
bus ran into heavy fire. There were other, simultaneous
Phalange-Palestinian incidents elsewhere. Each side
accused the other of provocation and of firing the
first shot (5, p. 34).
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Another said,

Armed elements (Phalange and others) opened
fire on a bus carrying a number of the inhabitants
of Tel al-Zaater (a Palestinaian refugee camp), while
passing on the New Road (through Ain al-Ramahen)
killing twenty-six Palestinians and injuring twenty-
nine of the bus passengers. It was also announced
that two Phalangist were killed (6, p. 217).

A third account said:

The war in Lebanon began with heavy fighting
between the Palestinian Guerrillas and the Kataeb
(Phalange) militias. This confrontation was provoked by
the Palestinians.On 13 April, 1975, a Sunday, the
leader of the Kataeb Party, Gemayel, went to attend
the consecration of a new church in the Christian
suburb of Beirut, Ain al-Ramaneh. Armed Palestinian
guerrillas approached the church in two cars,
oepned fire and shot four Christians dead, among them
a well-known member of the Kataeb party. Within a
few hours a bus carrying armed Palestininas drove
through the same suburb. Christian militia stopped
it and shot dead all twenty-two men on board (7, p. 39).

What applies to the beginning of the war applies to

each round of the war. The problem of objective reporting

was difficult for many foreign correspondents. Some

reporters believed that the war was not covered objectively

in Western news media.

This study tried to determine how two elite English-

language Western newspapers, The New York Times and The

Times of London, treated the different parties of the war,

and to what degree did they deviate from neutrality.
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Statement of the Problem

This study sought to determine and compare the degree

and direction to which the content of The New York Times

and The Times of London deviated from a position of

neutrality, as judged by a coding technique, concerning

the two main parties of the Lebanese civil war, the rightists

and the leftists.

Purpose of the Study

The study attempted to find (a) the direction and

intensity of each newspaper's stories and editorials;

(b) the impressions conveyed by each newspaper twoard the

main parties of the war; and (c) the number of words devoted

to the Lebanese civil war in each newspaper.

Questions

The following questions were constructed for this

study:

1. Was The New York Times less neutral in covering

the war than The Times of London?

2. Was The New York Times more favorable to the leftists

than The Times of London?

3. Was The Times of London more favorable to the

rightists than The New York Times?

4. Was The Times of London more consistent in its

direction than The New York Times?

5. Did The New York Times devote more words to the

war than The Times of London?
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Recent and Related Studies

Although the Lebanese civil war in itself has been

the subject of many articles, studies, and books, no

other effort to review and compare the coverage of the war

in the Western news media has been done.

Several studies have compared coverage of different events

by The New York Times and The Times of London. A search of

Journalism Abstracts showed that, from 1963 to 1977,

one dissertation and two master's theses compared the

coverage of The New York Times and The Times of London on

different events (8).

Chai Kohn Kim wrote at Southern Illinois University

in 1963, a thesis entitled, "A Comparative, Quantitative

Content Analysis of the Coverage of the South Korean

Coup d'Etat in The New York Times and The Times of London."

He found that The New York Times treated the South Korean

coup d'etat quantitatively better than The Times of London.

Kim found that background stories and biographical

material made up a considerable amount of the coverage

in The New York Times (9).

Victor C. Mathurin worte at the American University

in 1967,a thesis entitled, "A Content Analysis of Vietnam

War News in The Times of London Using The New York Times

Content as a Basis for Comparison." He found that the two

newspapers were in substantial disagreement. In coverage

of actual fighting, New York's volume advantage was
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approximately 17:1. London showed the United States to

be militarily and morally inferior; New York gave the

opposite impression (10).

Ayaleu Kanno wrote at Indiana University in 1968 a

dissertation entitled, "Evaluative Encoding by The New

York Times and The Times of London During Selected African

Crises." Kanno's main question was to find if attitudinal

evaluation entered into news writing about African political

crises involving Westerners. He found that The Times

of London tended to include fewer evaluative statements in

its news writing than did The New York Times (11).

Jim A. Hunt wrote in Journalism Quarterly,in 1966,

an article entitled, "Foreign News in U. S. and English

Daily Newspapers: A Comparison." He found that, according

to percentage of allocated space, four English newspapers

(including The Times) appeared to judge foreign news as

more worthy than did four United States papers (including

The New York Times). He found that all eight newspapers

agreed as to type of news to print, although to varying

degrees (12).

Elizabeth Schillinger wrote in Journalism Quarterly,

in 1966, an article entitled "British and U. S. Newspaper

Coverage of the Bolshevik Revolution." She found that the

coverage by all the newspapers was generally poor because,

to some degree, of the wartime pressure that enveloped the

press. The coverage lacked accuracy, depth, and objectivity.
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Because reliable sources were difficult to find,

compromises were made and rumors took the place of fact (13).

Justification

The war in Lebanon affected a broad segment of the

world, both directly and indirectly. News of the war was

reported throughout the world. For many readers, and for

many researchers to come, their only information about the

war was and will be what they have read or will read in

the newspapers. The New York Times and The Times of London

undoubtedly will constitute two of the news sources studied.

A study of the direction and intensity of possible

deviation from a degree of neutrality in newspapers such

as The New York Times and The Times of London should be

of value to historical researchers and readers of those

newspapers. This study will enable the researcher or the

reader to make an informed evaluation of the Lebanese

war as reported in the newspaper. Otherwise, he must

take at face value the news report. The direction and

intensity of deviation from neutrality in the news report,

if any, will assist in evaluating the reporting of the

Lebanese civil war.

Definition of Terms

In this study, the following terms will be used:

Thought unit.-- A sentence reduced to express a single
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idea which can befavorable either to rightists or

leftists. A sentence with dual favorability will be

considered neutral.

Direction.-- A judgment made by the coder as to the

favorable or unfavorable character of a thought unit

toward the different parties of the war, as measured on

a scale ranging from +1.00 to -1.00. Direction may be

pro-rightist, measuring from +.05 to +1.00; pro-leftist,

measuring from -.05 to -1.00; or neutral, measuring from

+.05 to -.05.

Intensity.-- The strength or degree of the direction

of an entire article, editorial, or column toward the

different parties of the Lebanese civil war. Intensity

may be mild, moderate, or strong, as defined under

Methodology.

Limitation of the Study

The New York Times and The Times of London were chosen

for this study. These newspapers ranked in the first two

places in a list named by a United States panel that

named the top ten leading quality dailies in the world. (14).

They are considered by some critics to be international

newspapers because of their appeal to worldwide audience,

stability, high standard, and consistent quality (15, p. 11).

The New York Times is considered by these critics

as the best example of serious, responsible American

journalism. It is one of the most thoroughly news-oriented
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newspapers in the world. It ranks first as the best

"quality" or "class" daily in the United States. (15, p. 40).

Its circulation in 1978 was 821,549 copies (16, p 1-184).

The Times of London is written and edited for thinkers

and opinion leaders. It speaks with authority on all

subjects (15, pp. 64-65). Its circulation in 1978 was

239,989 copies (16, p. 111-3).

The study was limited to the following periods of

time, covering the different phases of the civil war:

April 13-20, 1975; June 18-30, 1975; August 28-September

30, 1975; January 11-25, 1976; March 4-18, 1976; June 1-

21, 1976; and October 11-26, 1976. These periods of time

represent the duration of each of the seven major phases

of the Lebanese civil war.

The study was limited to the content of each newspaper

concerning the seven phases of the Lebanese civil war.

The Sunday editions of The Times of London were not

available for study. Therefore, only the weekday issues

(Monday-Saturday) of each newspaper were studied.

Methodology

The study analyses the content of the two newspapers

between April 13, 1975, and October 26, 1976. This content

is classified according to four direction categories:

favorable to the rightists, favorable to the leftists,

neutral, and irrelevant. Irrelevant sentences are those
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that have no referent to the rightists or to the leftists.

A table of content categories reflects most of the major

items and theses found in the articles about the war. These

items are listed in pairs of thought units that are either

pro-rightist or pro-leftist, and at the same time correspond

to most of the possible statements that might be found upon

analyzing the two papers (17, pp. 39-47).

The table of categories is as follows:

TABLE I

TABLE OF CATEGORIES

Newspaper: Date: Number of column inches:

Thought units favorable to Thought units favorable to
rightists (mainly Christians) leftists (mainly Moslems)

Expression of opposition
to leftists

Statements supporting
rightists

Statements attacking
leftists

Statements attacking
Palestinians

Statements supporting
opponents of leftists

War round were started
by leftists or Palestinians

War strengthens the
Christians

Expression of opposition
to rightists

Statements supporting
leftists

Statements attacking
rightists

Statements supporting
Palestinians

Statements supporting
opponents of rightists

War rounds were started
by rightists

War strengthens the
Moslems



15

TABLE OF CATEGORIES--Continued

Acceptable treatment of
kidnapped leftists

Syrian intervention
is aimed to
aid the rightists

The rightists are fighting
alone, no foreign help

Palestinians and leftists
are responsible for the war

Unacceptable treatment of
kidnapped leftists

Syrian intervention
is aimed to
destroy the leftists

The rightists are fighting
with the help of foreign aid

The rightists are responsible
for the war

Total number of thought Total number of thought units
units favorable to rightists favorable to rightists

Total number of neutral thought units

Total number of irrelevant thought units

Total number of all thought units

Direction

No thought units were considered favorable both to

the rightists and the leftists. Thought units that had

dual favorability were coded in the neutral category.

News stories and editorials were reduced to thought

units. Each sentence was considered as one thought unit,

and was coded as pro-rightist or pro-leftist or neutral

or irrelevant.,



A sample of seven articles from each of the two

newspapers was selected randomly, one from each phase,

and analyzed by the original coder, who analyzed all the

articles, and two other coders. One of the coders is a

Ph. D. candidate in Psychology, and the other has a

bachelor's degree in journalism. The two coders were

given the Table of Categories and were asked to analyze

the selected articles according to the Table of Categories.

The percentage of agreement as to the direction of

each thought unit was computed between the original

coder and the first coder, then the same was done with

the second coder. Ole Holsti's formula to determine the

reliability of the coding was used:

R = 2 (C1,2)
Cl + C2

C1 ,2 is the number of category assignments both coders

agree on, and Cl + C2 is the total of category assignments

made by both coders (18, p. 49).

It was agreed that the outcome of this test of

reliability should be higher than 85 per cent in order to

consider the table of categories sufficiently specific

for the reliable coding of the content material. The

results of the test of reliability showed that the- per-

centage of agreement with the first coder was 93 per cent,

and the percentage of agreement with the second coder was

94 per cent.

16
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The direction of an entire article or editorial

was determined by use of the coefficient of imbalance

developed by Irving Janis and Raymond Fander (19, p. 169).

Two formulas are necessary to compute the coefficient

of imbalance:

Cf = f 2 - fu fru
rT-

Cu = fu - u 2  f~u
rt

where f favorable units of content

u unfavorable units of content

t = number of units of total content (favorable +

unfavorable + neutral + irrelevant units of

content )

r = total units of relevant content (favorable +

unfavorable + neutral units of content ).

The study considered as favorable the thought units

that are pro-rightist, and as unfavorable the units that

are pro-leftist. All thought units that have no referent

to the rightists or the leftists were considered irrelevant.

For example, an article has a total of 80 thought

units, all relevant to the war, 45 pro-rightist, 30

pro-leftist, and 5 neutral.

Since f>u,then

Of = f2 - fu
rt

Cf = 452 - 45 x 30 = 675 = +.10

80 x 80 6400
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Conversely, an article has a total of 80 thought units,

30 units pro-rightist, 40 pro-leftist, 3 neutral, and 7

irrelevant.

Since f<u, then

Cu = fu - U2
rt

Cu = 30 x 40 - 402 4 = -. 06 .

73 x 80 5840

When all the values of all items were calculated,

they were plotted on a scale on which the range was

+1.00 to -1.00. The plus sign indicated direction toward

the rightist; the minus sign direction toward the leftist.

The number zero was obtained only if all relevant

units were neutral, or if there was no relevant content,

or if the number of units of favroable content is equal

to the number of units of unfavorable content. The limits

of neutrality were defined as +.050 and -.050.

In order to indicate the intensity of the articles

and editorials, a standard of intensity was defined

as follows:

1. Items with values between 0 and t .050 were

categorized as neutral.

2. Items with values between .051 and 1 .333

were categorized as having mild intensity.

3. Items with values between i .334 and i .667

were categorized as having moderate intensity.

4. Items with values between .668 and 1.00 were

categorized as having strong intensity.
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In order to compare story lengths, it was necessary

to measure column inches and convert these to an estimated

word count. Not only was there a difference in the average

number of words per column inch for each newspaper, but

The New York Times changed its typo-graphic format in

October, 1976. All story lengths are thus reported by

the only comparable basis available: estimated words

per column inch measured.

In order to measure the amount of words in each news-

paper, ten column inches from each phase were selected

and counted; then a mean value was calculated for each

newspaper in each phase. The amount of space devoted in

each newspaper was measured by column inches and

then multiplied by the mean value of words in each phase.

The total number of words in each newspaper was calculated

by adding the number of words in each phase.

Organization of Thesis

The thesis is divided into three chapters: Chapter I,

introduction; Chapter II, collection and reporting of

data;and Chapter III, summary and conclusion.
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CHAPTER II

COLLECTION AND REPORTING OF DATA

The period of the seven selected phases of the Lebanese

civil war consists of 122 days, including nineteen Sundays.

Each of the remaining 103 days was studied in both The New

York Times and The Times of London to find articles concern-

ing the war. In 103 days, The New York Times had ninety

issues carrying 137 such articles, and The Times of London

had eighty-five issues carrying 101 articles concerning the

war.

Each of -the 238 articles in the two newspapers was

coded by comparison to the table of categories. Thought

units in each article were classified as pro-rightist,

pro-leftist, neutral, and irrelevant, and each category was

totaled; the direction of each article was determined by

using the coefficient of imbalance formulas.

Articles in each phase were classified as pro-rightist,

pro-leftist, and neutral, and the direction of all articles

in each category were computed to obtain a mean value for

each category. The mean values were computed for each

category for the entire war.

Analysis of Data

Each of the seven phases of the war was studied in

each newspaper and the results were compared and analyzed.

22
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During the six days of phase one, The New York Times

carried six articles for a total of 4,295 words. The Times

of London carried three articles for a total of 1,332 words.

(See Table II.)

TABLE II

DISTRIBUTION OF ARTICLES AND WORD TOTALS IN
THE lEW YORK TIMES AND THE TIMES OF LONDON

DURING ALL SEVEN PHASES OF THE WAR

The New York Times The Times of London

Articles Word Totals Articles Word Totals

Phase one 6 4,295 3 1,332

Phase two 6 3,998 6 2,493

Phase three 26 17,517 24 12,276

Phase four 26 25,640 17 13,572

Phase five 15 13,o59 12 6,796

Phase six 35 35,400 24 19,185

Phase seven 23 19,409 15 9,222

Totals 137 119,318 101 64,876

The two newspapers published nine articles during this

phase, all in the neutral category, except for one pro-

rightist article, which had a mild intensity. (See TableIII.)
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TABLE III

NUMBER AND MEAN VALUES,
ARTICLES IN THE NEW
THE TIMES OFLOIIDON,,

OF DIRECTION OF
YORK TIMES AND
IN ?HASE ONE

Pro-rightistj Pro-leftist

p
z

0
CH .H
0 -P

(1) -H
* rd

rc)P
z

0
CH 0 H
0 -P

W H
:rd

Neutral

rc)P
z

0
CH .H

0

(1) 4TH

To-
tals

The New York Times 1 +.051 0 5 -. 002 6

The Times of London 0 0 3 +.026 3

Total 1 0 8 9

During the eleven days of phase two, The New York Times

carried six articles for a total of 3,998 words. The Times

of London carried six articles for a total of 2,493 words.

(See Table II.)

The two newspapers published twelve articles during

this phase, all in the neutral category. (See Table IV.)

=4-- . --- --I

-



25

TABLE IV

NUMBER AND MEAN VALUES OF DIRECTION OF
ARTICLES IN THE NETWORK TIMES AND

THE TIMES OF LONDON IN PHASE TWO

Pro-rightist Pro-leftist

I. _______

Neutral To-
tals

- - _ __- -

rc)
z

0
CH H

0 4- rc)
z

0
CH .H

C

(3) -H
: rd

C)
z

0
0 -P

~ri

The New York Times 0 0 6 -.010 6

The Times of Londol 0 0 6 +.oo4 6

Total 0 0 12 12

During the twenty-nine days of phase three, The New

York Times carried twenty-six articles for a total of

17,517 words. The Times of London carried twenty-four

articles for a total of 12,276 words. (See Table II.)

The two newspapers published fifty articles during

this phase, the majority of which were in the neutral

category. (See Table V.) The New York Times carried

one more article in the pro-leftist category than in

the pro-rightist category, and The Times of London carried

one more article in the pro-rightist category than in

the pro-leftist category.
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TABLE V

NUMBER AND MEAN VALUES OF DIRECTION OF
ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES AND

THE TIMES OF LONDON IN PHASE THREE

Pro-rightistPro-leftist,

a)
ro

Neutral

______________ 4 ,."

CH H

0

a) .

a)p

0
CH H

0P

G) .H

a)

z

0
0P

rd

To-
tals

The New York Times 3 +.084 4 -.090 19 -.003 26

The Times of London 2 +.212 1 -.140 21 +.0ll 24

Total 5 5 40 50

Pro-rightist and pro-lef tist articles in both news-

papers had a mild intensity, although those in The Times

of London showed higher mean of direction. The New York

Times carried four times as many articles in the pro-

leftist category as did The Times of London, and one more

article in the pro-rightist category. The Times of London

carried two more articles in the neutral category than

The New York Times.

During the twelve days of phase four, The New York Times

carried twenty-six articles for a total of 25,640 words.
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The Times of London carried seventeen articles for a total

of 13,572 words. (See Table II.)

The two newspapers published forty-three articles

during this phase, the majority of which were not in the

neutral category. (See Table VI.) The New York Times carried

six times as many articles in the pro-leftist category as in

the pro-rightist category, and The Times of London carried

twice as many articles in the pro-rightist category as in

the pro-leftist category.

TABLE VI

NUMBER AND MEAN VALUES OF DIRECTION OF
ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK TIEVS AND

THE TIMES OF LONDON IN PHASE FOUR

Pro-rightist

ra)
p

zo

0
CH H

Hrdo

Pro-leftist

0)p

0

H H0+2

C)

rd

Neutral

10
z

0
Y H

~rd

To-
tals

The New York Times 2 +.137 12 -.245 12 -.004 26

The Times of London 6 +.138 3 -. 073 8 +.008 17

Total 8 15 20 43

-- -
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Pro-rightist and pro-leftist articles in the two news-

papers had a mild intensity. The pro-rightist articles

in each newspaper had about the same mean direction, and the

pro-leftist articles in The New York Times had a higher mean

direction than The Times of London. The New York Times

carried four times as many articles in the pro-leftist

category as did The Times of London. The Times of London

carried three times as many articles in the pro-rightist

category as did The New York Times. The New York Times

carried four more neutral articles than The Times of London.

During the thirteen days of phase five, The New York

Times carried fifteen articles for a total of 13,059 words.

The Times of London carried twelve articles for a total

of 6,796 words. (See Table II.)

The two newspapers published twenty-seven articles

during this phase, including twenty neutral articles, which

constituted the majority. (See Table VII.) The New York

Times had four times as many articles in the pro-leftist

category as in the pro-rightist category, and The Times of

London had two articles in the pro-rightist category.

The nonneutral articles in the two newspapers had

a mild intensity. The pro-rightist article in The New York

Times had a higher direction than the mean of those in The

Times of London. The New York Times carried four pro-

leftist articles; The Times of London none; and The Times

of London carried twice as many articles in the pro-rightist

category as The New York Times.
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TABLE VII

NUMBER, AND, MEAN VALUES OF DIREC TION OF
ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES AND
THE TIMES OF LONDON IN PHASE FIVE

Pro-rightist Pro-leftist Neutral

rci)p

To-
tals

_____ ____I - 4 -- "

0Yo HCH -I

0

H4i
rd

ci)p

z

0
CH -H

0

:rd

rc)
z

0
CH H

0

ci H~rd

The New York Times 1 +.250 4 -.091 10 -.005 15

The Times of London 2 +.164 0 10 +.06 12

Total 3 4 20 27

During the eighteen days of phase six, The New York

Times carried thirty-five for a total of 35,400 words.

The Times of London carried twenty-four articles for a total

of 19,185 words. (See Table II.)

The two newspapers published fifty-nine articles

during this phase, the majority of which were in the neutral

category. (See TableVIII.) The New York Times had four

and one half times as many articles in the pro-leftist

category as in the pro-rightist category, and The Times of

London had five articles in the pro-leftist category.
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TABLE VIII

NUMBER AND MEAN VALUES OF DIRECTION OF
ARTICLES. IN THE NEW YORK TIMES AND
THE-TIMES OF LONDON IN PHASE SIX

Pro-rightist Pro-leftist Neutral To-
tals

0 0 0
CH-H CH - CH-I

A 0-_P 0P+D 0 +3

4Cd PP C d0)

The New York Times 2 +.239 9 -.093 24 -.009 35

The Times of London 0 5 -.125 19 +.004 24

Total 2 14 43 59

All the nonneutral articles had a mild intensity. The

pro-leftist articles in The Times of London had a higher

mean direction than The New York Times. The New York Times

carried two more pro-rightist articles than The Times of

London, and it carried four more pro-leftist articles than

The Times of London. The New York Times carried five more

articles in the neutral category.

During the fourteen days of phase seven, The New York

Times carried twenty-three articles for a total of 19,409

words. The Times of London carried fifteen articles for a

total of 9,222 words. (See Table II.)



31

The two newspapers published thirty-eight articles

during this phase, the majority of which were in the

neutral category. (See Table IX.) The New York Times

had four times as many articles in the pro-leftist category

as in the pro-rightist category, and The Times of London

had three articles in the pro-leftist category but none

that was pro-rightist.

TABLE IX

NUMBER AND MEAN VALUES OF DIRECTION OF
ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES AND
THE TIMES OF LONDON IN PHASE SEVEN

Pro-rightist Pro-leftist

rc)

z

0
CH H
0 -P

~rd

rc)

0
CH a

0'
Cd )

rd '

Neutral

rc)

zi::J:R

0
H H

C)

~rd

To-
tals

The New York Times 2 +.181 8 -.122 13 -.002 23

The Times of London 0 3 -. 139 12 +.002 15

Total 2 11 25 38

All nonneutral articles had a mild intensity. The pro-

leftist articles in The Times of London had a higher mean of

direction than The New York Times. The New York Times
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carried two pro-rightist articles compared to none in

The Times of London, and it carried five more articles in

pro-leftist category than The Times of London. The New York

Times carried one more article than The Times of London in

the neutral category.

Phase Totals

During the 103 issues of all seven phases, The New York

Times and The Times of London had a total of 238 articles,

the majority of which were in the neutral category. (See

Table X.) The New York Times had more than three times as

many articles in the pro-leftist category as in the pro-

rightist category. The Times of London had two more articles

in the pro-leftist category than in the pro-rightist category.

TABLE X

NUMBER AND, MEAN VALUES OF DIRECTION OF
ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK-TIMES AND. THE
TIMES OF LONDON IN ALLSEVEN PHASES OF WAR

Pro-rightist Pro-leftist Neutral To-
tals

0 0 0
CH -1CH-1.H CH -
0 P C 0) 0 4 0 0

rd rd

The New York Times 11 +.134 37 -.091 89 -.005 137

The Times of London 10 +.073 12 -.068 79 +.008 101

Total 21 49 168 238
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Pro-rightist and pro-leftist articles in the two news-

papers had a mild intensity. The New York Times carried

one more article in the pro-rightist category than The Times

of London, and it carried almost three times as many articles

in the pro-leftist category as The Times of London. The New

York Times carried ten more articles than The Times of London

in the neutral category.

During the seven phases of the war, The New York Times

carried nine editorials; The Times of London carried four.

Seven editorials in The New York Times had a neutral

direction, and two had a pro-leftist direction with a mild

intensity. The four editorials in The Times of London were

neutral. All the editorials were coded in the same way as

the articles and the results were included in the number of

articles reported for the two newspapers.

Results of Analysis

The number of articles in each category in The New York

Times and The Times, of London were converted to percentage

values in order to answer the questions constructed for this

study. Table XI shows the percentage distribution of each

category during all seven phases of war in the two newspapers.
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TABLE XI

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES
AND THE TIMES OF LONDON DURING ALL SEVEN PHASES OF WAR

Pro-rightist Pro-leftist Neutral Total

The New York Times 8 27 65 100

The Times of London 10 12 78 100

Question 1 constructed for thisstudy states, "Was

The New York Times less neutral in covering the war than

The Times of London?" This study shows that a majority of

The New York Times and The Times of London articles fell in

the neutral categories in all of the phases except phase

four. All of The New York Times articles were coded in the

neutral category in phase two, and all of The Times of London

articles were coded in the neutral category in phases one

and two. Although The New York Times carried more articles

in the neutral category than The Times of London in four

phases, and an equal number in two phases, The Times of

London carried fewer articles that deviated from neutrality

(twenty-two of 101) than The New York Times (forty-eight

of 137) during all seven phases, except phase two, when all

articles in both newspapers fell in the neutral category.

(See Table x.) The New York Times carried eighty-nine

articles in the neutral category. This represents 65
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per cent of all articles. (See Table XI.) The Times of

London carried seventy-nine articles in the neutral category.

This represents 78 per cent of all articles. These findings

show that The New York Times was less neutral than The Times

of London, although not by much. Nevertheless, the answer

to Question 1 is yes.

Question 2 states, "Was The New York Times more

favorable to the leftists than The Times of London?" The

findings of this study show that during the seven phases,

The New York Times carried articles in the pro-leftist

category in five of the seven phases, and The Times of

London carried articles in the pro-leftist category in four

of the seven phases. The New York Times carried more articles

in the pro-leftist category than The Times of London in all

of the five phases The New York Times carried pro-leftist

articles. The New York Times carried thirty-seven articles

of a total of 137, in the pro-leftist category. This repre-

sents 27 per cent of all articles as Table XI shows. The

Times of London carried twelve articles of a total of 101,

in the pro-leftist category, This represents 12 per cent

of all articles as Table XI shows. These findings show that

The New York Times devoted three times as many articles to

the leftists than The Times of London; thus the answer to

Question 2 is unqualifiedly yes.

Question 3 states, "Was The Times of London more

favorable to the rightists than The New York Times?" The
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findings of this study show that during the seven phases,

The New York Times carried articles in the pro-rightist

category in six of the seven phases, and The Times of London

carried articles in the pro-rightist category in four of the

seven phases. The New York Times carried more articles in

the pro-rightist category than The Times of London in four

of six phases, and The Times of London carried more articles

in two of six phases. The New York Times carried eleven

articles of a total of 137 in the pro-rightist category.

This represents 8 per cent of the total number of articles

as Table XI shows. The Times of London carried ten articles

of a total of 101 in the pro-rightist category. This repre-

sents 10 per cent of the total as Table XI shows. These

findings show that the two newspapers devoted to the right-

ists about the same number of articles, although The Times

of London tended slightly more to the rightists. Thus the

answer to Question 3 is no.

Question 4 states, "Was The Times of London more con-

sistent in its direction than The New York Times?" This

study shows that in the seven phases of the war, the two

newspapers maintained a majority of neutral articles.

Although The New York Times carried forty-eight articles

and The Times of London carried twenty-two articles that

deviated from a degree of neutrality, each newspaper had a

majority of neutral articles in each phase, except in phase

four when The New York Times had twelve neutral articles
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among twenty-six and The Times of London had eight neutral

articles among seventeen. The direction of the articles

that deviated from neutrality in the two newspapers remained

within the limits of mild intensity. This shows that both

The New York Times and The Times of London had a generally

consistant direction and intensity during the seven phases

of the war; thus the answer to Question 4 is no, because the

consistency in the two newspapers was about the same.

Question 5 states, "Did The New York Times devote more

words to the war than The Times of Londan?" The findings

of this study show that during the entire period of war,

The New York Times carried more articles than The Times of

London in six of the seven phases. (See Table II.) In

addition, The New York Times carried more words than The

Times of London in each of the seven phases for a total of

54,442 more words during the entire war, nearly twice as

many; thus the answer to Question 5 is yes.



CHAPTER III

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Summary

The purpose of this study of coverage of the Lebanese

civil war between rightists and leftists in 1975-76 by

The New York Times and The Times of London was threefold:

(a) to determine the extent of the coverage in total wordage;

(b) to determine the direction and intensity of the articles

and editorials published; and (c) to determine the impression

conveyed by each newspaper about the two main parties of

the war.

The extent of coverage of the war was determined by

a count of the wordage of each article and editorial; the

direction and intensity of the coverage was determined by

a coding technique; and the impression coveyed by each

newspaper was determined by the coder through reading all

the articles and editorials that were published.

The war was divided into seven major phases, covering

most of the important events that occurred during the war.

A total of 10:3 issues from each newspaper was studied to

determine the availability of articles dealing withthe war.

During this period, The New York Times carried 137 articles

and editorials and The Times of London carried 101 articles

and editorials.

38
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A table of categories was constructed to determine the

degree and direction of articles in the two newspapers. The

table of categories was tested by three coders to determine

its reliability for the coding. All the 238 articles and

editorials in The New York Times and The Times of London

were coded by comparison to the table of categories. The

direction of each of these articles was computed by the use

of the coefficient of imbalance formulas.

The 238 articles and editorials were classified into

three categories: pro-rightist, pro-leftist, and neutral.

A mean value of direction was computed to determine the

degree and direction of each category in each phase. A mean

value was computed to determine the degree and direction

of each category during the whole period of the war.

These findings were used to answer the five questions

constructed for this study. The results were as follows:

The New York Times was less neutral than The Times of London

in covering the war; The New York Times was more favorable

to the leftists than The Times of London; The New York Times

was as favorable to the rightists as The Times of London,

although The Times of London tended slightly more to the

rightists; ThE New York Times was as consistent in covering

the war as The Times of London; and The New York Times

devoted nearly twice as many words to the war as The Times

of London during the whole period of the war.



40

Conclusions

During the seven phases of the Lebanese civil war,

forty-eight of the 137 articles and editorials in The New

York Times deviated from neutrality, and twenty-two of the

101 articles and editorials in The Times of London deviated

from neutrality. The majority of articles in the two news-

papers maintained neutrality, and the intensity of the

articles and editorials that deviated from neutrality remain-

ed within the category of mild intensity. The highest

degree of intensity in The New York Times was +.250; the

highest degree of intensity in The Times of London was +.212.

The findings of this study show that the two newspapers

tried to maintain a neutral position in reporting the civil

war in Lebanon and succeeded most of the time. This was

obvious in the first two phases of the war when all articles,

except for one, were in the neutral category. During those

phases, the war seemed to be limited to clashes here and

there. Reporters were satisfied with describing what was

happening without going into detail, and they were able to

gather news from both sides in the conflict.

Toward the end of August 1975, the third phase of the

war started, and the limited clashes began spreading throug-

out the country, making transportation difficult, if not

impossible, between cities. Telephone lines and electricity

failed in many cases. Reporters found it increasingly more

difficult, if not impossible, to travel easily to the various
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sections of the country to gather information on the war.

Transportation was curtailed; electricity and telephones

failed repeatedly for protracted periods. As a result,

reporters were reduced to gathering information about the

war from police reports, which, because they were one-sided,

obviously were biased, and from reporters for the Lebanese press,

who may have had biased reports themselves. Thus, it may

well be that the two newspapers failed because of circum-

stances outside their control in their efforts to maintain

a neutral coverage of the civil war.

During phase four of the war, the rightists themselves,

through their war activity, may have helped cause The New

York Times to carry pro-leftist articles. It was at this

time that the rightists erected a blockade of all the

Palestinian refugee camps, thereby restricting the reporters

to one side of the struggle, and The New York Times carried

a majority of articles in the pro-leftist category. The New

York Times reported the rightists' siege and attacks on the

camps and the surrender of the Christiar-dominated Palestin-

ian camp in Doubayeh. The Times of London carried some

articles about the blockade but not in such detail as in

The New York Times. In an effort to ease the blockade on

their camps in East Beirut, the Palestinians and the leftists

erected a blockade on al-Damour, a rightist-dominated

village on the southern shore. The Times of London reported

this blockade and the attacks of the leftists on this village
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with more detail than it did with the stories on the camp

blockade; The New York Times maintained neutrality, giving

details on both blockades at the same time;

Beginning with phase five, things changed dramatically

in Lebanon. The army and the police were split, and every

individual had to guard his own life. Beirut, the capital

city, was divided between East and West. In the eastern

part, the rightists dominated; in the western, the leftists

and Palestinians. Roads became shooting galleries, and

traveling between the two sections was like taking a death

trip. Reporters often had to travel around the mountains

and sometimes cross into Syria to go relatively short dis-

tances between towns. For example, the road between Beirut

and the coastal city of Tripoli is fifty miles, but report-

ers had to cross more than 250 miles of mountainous roads

to ensure their safety en route. The same was true for most

of the Lebanese cities and villages during war. Telephones

between the major cities of Lebanon were completely out of

order; electricity and water were largely unavailable.

Reporters from major newspapers stayed in the western

section of Beirut,where Telex and telephone services with

the outside world remained available. Unquestionably, such

privations and unusual demands affected the neutrality of

coverage, if only by denying reporters access to the opposite

camp.
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The situation became worse with the Syrian intervent-

ion in the war on the rightists' side. West Beirut was

under siege from the Syrians on one side, and the rightists

on the other. The airport was closed, and food, water, and

gasoline became scarce. During this phase, Robert Fisk,

correspondent for The Times of London in Beirut, wrote:

Although the leftist (sic ) have a near monopoly
on information in Muslim area of Beirut, and the
Christian part of the city receives little coverage
because it is so difficult to visit, there is
in fact no pressure on foreign correspondents
in the city (1, p. 6).

During this phase, pro-rightist articles disappeared

from The Times of London and only two pro-rightist articles

appeared in The New York Times. One possible explanation

for that, besides the difficulty in visiting the eastern

side of Beirut, might be that the reporters were living in

western Beirut and thus were able to be eyewitnesses to what

was going on. They reported what they experienced firsthand.

Even so, the two newspapers seemed to continue to strive

toward neutrality in their coverage of the war.

Oneobvious deviation from complete accuaracy in cover-

ing the war--which is conveyed through reading the articles

and editorials of the two newspapers, and which may have

resulted from the reporter's efforts at simplifying their

explanation of the war-- was the reporter's presenting the

war as between Christians on one side, and Moslems and

Palestinians on the other. These impressions conveyed

throughout the articles and editorials of the two newspapers
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are not completely true. In fact, the rightists were

mainly Maronites, an Eastern-rite community of the Roman

Catholic Church; and the leftists were mainly Moslems, with a

considerable following from among other Christian sects.

This does not mean that the war did not create religious

tension between the two groups, but it is not suggested that the

war was solely between Christians and Moslems.

The neutrality in each newspaper was reflected in the

editorials that each carried during the entire period of war.

The New York Times carried nine editorials, seven of them

neutral and two pro-leftist with a mild intensity, and The

Times of London carried four editorials, all of them neutral.

The editorials in the two newspapers reflected the direction

of articles that were published during the same period of

time. There was no contradiction between the editorials and

the articles; they were in harmony. When the majority of

articles in The New York Times were neutral, the editorials

were neutral, and when the articles leaned with mild inten- ,

sity, the editorials leaned with mild intensity. The same

was true in The Times of London.

Throughout the seven phases of the war, some articles

on the same events were published in The New York Times one

day ahead of The Times of London, and some articles were

published in lhe Times of London one day ahead of The New

York Times. One possible explanation for that is the time

factor. The New York Times is in the eastern part of the
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United States, where there is a nine-hour difference in

time between New York and Beirut, Lebanon, and The Times

of London is in the United Kingdom, where there is two-

hour difference between London and Beirut. This difference

in time means that if the deadline for publishing in the two

newspapers is midnight, then The New York Times could publish

all events that happened in Lebanon between two o'clock and

nine o'clock in the morning, leaving The Times of London

unable to cover the same events until the next day. On the

other hand, The Times of London could publish all events that

happened in Lebanon between three o'clock in the afternoon

and ten o'clock in the evening, leaving The New York Times

unable to cover the same events until the next day.

Nevertheless, overall, The New York Times, because it

carried more words than The Times of London, provided much

more detail on the various facts of the war's progress

and the effects of the fighting upon the civilan populace.

One explanation may be that The New York Times had more

pages, compared to The Times of London and therefore, was

able to provide more space to coverage of the war.

In general, this study shows that throughout the 103

days of the Lebanese civil war, both The New York Times and

The Times of London provided their readers with accounts

of the background and progress of the war that ranged from

neutral to mildly pro-leftist and mildly pro-rightist despite

major barriers to objective reporting. It seems clear that,

insofar as the Lebanese civil war was concerned, both The
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New York Times and The Times of London strived to present

and succeeded in presenting a generally balanced account of

the war. In accordance with the findings of this study, the

reader of either newspaper during any particular phase might

find that the newspaper account leaned toward one of the

factions in the civil war in some of its articles, but one

who reads either newspaper consistently would find a general-

ly neutral and balanced report of the war.

Suggestions for Further Study

This study concerned itself with the direction and

degree of deviation from a point of neutrality in the

articles and editorials of two elite English-language news-

papers, The New York Times and The Times of London. There

was no attempt to measure the attitudes of the reports and

articles. In a war such as the Lebanese civil war, things

changed rapidly and the war was in fact a number of wars

that spread all over the country. This resulted in a contin-

ual change in fronts and allies. A study of the types of

articles that were published during that period of time

would help give the reader or researcher a wider view of

the coverage of the Lebanese war.

The Lebanese civil war had two main parties, the right-

ists and the leftists, and each of these two parties was

supposed to reflect the views and policies of the West and

East. Thus, in order to have a good comparative study of

the foreign news media coverage of the Lebanese civil war,
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some Eastern news media could be compared with the Western

news media. Such a study requires a knowledge of the lan-

guage of Eastern news media and Western news media chosen in

order to make a meaningful comparison.

Using the information gathered in this study, one could

extend it to find the direction and degree of deviation from

a point of neutrality in headlines, photographs, cutlines,

and cartoons carried in the two newspapers, none of which

was a part of this study. By doing this, the reader would

get a complete view of the direction and degree of deviation

from a point of neutrality of the complete coverage of the

Lebanese civil war in both The New York Times and The Times

of London.
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