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The problem which this thesis attempts to investigate is the

historical development of anti-war agitation in the Afro-American

community.

This thesis includes two background chapters based largely

on secondary works; Chapters I and II trace the historiography of

black participation in American military engagements from the

American Revolution through the Korean conflict. Chapter III, based

largely on primary sources, places emphasis on black resistance and

attitudes toward the Vietnam crisis.

Evidence indicates that the Vietnam era of black protest was

not unique but was an evolutionary process that had its roots in other

periods in American history. Some blacks questioned their involve-

ment in each American military conflict from the American Revolu-

tion to Vietnam.



PREFACE

During the Vietnam War one of the most pressing problems

facing governmental officials was the anti-war movement. The anti-

war movement existed in both the majority and minority communities.

The author's purpose for writing this thesis is to trace the historical

development of anti-war agitation in the black community. Therefore,

the primary concern in this work will deal with elements in the Afro-

American community which have opposed black participation in Ameri-

can military engagements. The author will point up the similarities

and differences which have existed in the Afro-American community

during times of crisis as the minority community has attempted to

deal with the majority and their governing policies.

The author will also examine the disturbing effects each war

has produced for both the black and white communities. Consideration

will be given to population shifts, employment, and income changes

which have occurred in the Afro-American community as a result of

the United States involvement in various wars.

This thesis includes two background chapters based largely on

secondary works; chapters one and two trace the historiography of

black participation in American military engagements from the

iii



American Revolution through the Korean conflict, whereas chapter

three, based largely on primary sources, places emphasis on black

resistance and attitudes toward the Vietnam crisis 4

This brief history of anti-war agitation in the Afro-American

community is an attempt to give a new perspective on black attitudes

during critical periods in American history. The author's synthesis

evolved gradually after careful research of the available material. The

author had assumed that black protest to America's involvement in

Vietnam was something new; however, after many hours of research

and reflection, this opinion has been changed.
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CHAPTER I

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION THROUGH THE

PHILLIPINE CRISIS

For years, many scholars have maintained that blacks

have been eager to aid America during its times of military crisis,

in the hope that by performing their patriotic duty the promise of the

American dream would be extended to them. I From this perspective

it would appear that opposition in the black community to participation

in the Vietnam conflict represents important changes in black thought

and attitudes. However, in spite of evidence which indicates black

leaders used participation in American wars as a vehicle for gaining

equal status, there is considerable evidence of Afro-American protest

and reluctance to support the American government during such times.

Black opposition to serving America in times of military

crisis was established early in American history and has exhibited a

remarkable consistency from the American Revolution through the

Benjamin Quarles, The Negro in the American Revolution
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1961), p. 78; John
H. Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro
America. 3rd ed. rev. (1947; reprint ed., New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1967), pp. 290, 418.

1
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Vietnam conflict. The magnitude of black protest has increased, but

the rhetoric has remained largely unchanged. This is not to say

that protest was the dominant position of most black Americans dur-

ing any given period, for it is difficult for a historian to measure

degrees. Nevertheless, opposition to black participation in American

military conflicts has existed in some segments of the Afro-American

community throughout America's history.

The historiography of black participation in American mili-

tary affairs reveals a consistent pattern of policies and actions on the

part of the American government. From the American Revolution

until the twentieth century, the American government avoided calling

on the black community during the early stages of military conflicts.

However, as manpower shortages became acute, the government

increasingly turned to this large untapped resource. 2

A variety of reasons have accounted for the hesitation of

white America to enlist the services of blacks. During the early

stages of the American Revolution the Afro-Americans' services were

rejected on the pretext that they were savages who were lacking in the

faculties for military discipline. There was also a fear of setting an

example which might encourage the British to employ blacks and

2 Quarles, _The Negro in the American Revolution, p. vii.
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Indians. 3 Fear of slave insurrection also caused the colonists to

exclude blacks from military training.4 The fear of a slave insur-

rection was expressed by Abigail Adams when she reported that Boston

had experienced a conspiracy on the part of the black population. 5

The Afro-American's participation in the American Revolu-

tion was not dictated by an attachment to a place or a people, but to the

principle of the inalienable rights of man. The Afro-American was

seeking the best deal insofar as liberty was concerned, whether it be

American or British.6 This point is illustrated by Abigail Adams'

statement that blacks in Boston had offered their services to the gov-

ernment, provided their freedom was rendered. With the black

American's primary objective being freedom, perhaps white American

fears were not groundless.

Two important decisions led to the exclusion of blacks from

military participation in the American Revolution during its early stage.

3W. B. Hartgrove, "The Negro Soldier in the American Revo-

lution," Journal of NegroHistory, 1 (1916), 113.

4 Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, p. 126.

5 Abigail Adams to John Adams, 25 September 1774, Adams

Family Correspondence, 1767-1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield, 2 vols.

(Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1963), 2:

161-162.

6 Quarles, The Negro in the American Revolution, p. viii.

7 Butterfield, ed., Adams Family Correspondence, 1:121-162.
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First of all, in May, 1775, the Massachusetts Committee passed a

resolution which came to be one of the most meaningful documents of

that period. The document stated that it was the belief of the Commit-

tee that it would do dishonor to the colony if anything but freemen were

8
admitted as soldiers. Although this decision did not stipulate a policy

for free blacks, a policy was not long in coming. On October 8,

1775, a council of war consisting of George Washington; Major Generals

Ward, Lee, and Putnam; Brigadier Generals Thomas, Spencer, Heath,

Sullivan, and Gates met and "agreed unanimously to reject all slaves,

and by a great majority to reject Negroes altogether. " In a general

order dated November 12, 1775, General Washington stated "that

neither Negroes, boys unable to bear arms, nor old men unfit to endure

9
the fatigues of the campaign were to be enlisted. "

The man who probably shocked the Americans into altering

their position in regard to the black population was the British official

John Murray, Earl of Dunmore. While serving as Governor of Vir-

ginia on board the ship William off the coast of Norfolk on November 7,

1775, Dunmore issued his famous Proclamation promising

8 George H. Moore, Historical Notes on the Employment of
Negroes in the American Army of the Revolution (originally published
separately, 1861-1919, comprised of reprints of essays; New York:
Negro University Press, 1970), p. 5.

9Ibid. ,pp. 6 , 7 .
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"indentured servants, Negroes, or others (Appertaining to Rebels)

freedom that are able and willing to bear arms, they joining His

Majesty's troops, as soon as may be, for the more speedily reduc-

ing this colony to a proper sense of their duty to His Majesty's crown

10
and dignity. "

According to David Ramsey, Lord Dunmore's lack of discre-

tion deprived the British of the type of effect the Proclamation would

have had if the announcement had come as a surprise. Six months

passed between the time Dunmore first leaked information of his

intention and the actual issuing of the Proclamation. Six months

afforded the colonists ample time to prepare their defense to prevent

blacks from joining the British.

Among the various measures taken by the colonists to prvent

blacks from joining Dunmore's army was the doubling of patrols.

Newspapers also attempted to aid the colonists by passing on informa-

tion about preventive measures. The Virginia Gazette carried one

story informing the colonists that they should tell the slaves that Dun-

more would only free those slaves physically able to bear arms,

leaving the old and sick, women and children in slavery.

10
Peter Force, ed., American Archives, 4th Ser., 9 vols.

(Washington: St. Clark and Peter Force, 1837-1853), 3:1385.

1 1 David Ramsay, History of the American Revolution, 2
vols. (Dublin: William Jones, 1795), p. 222.
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According to the Gazette slaves would be worse off under British

rule. 12

Lord Dunmore's proclamation produced disturbing effects on

both the black and white community. On December 13, 1775, the

Virginia Convention assigned a committee to determine an official

policy regarding the Dunmore proclamation. 13 On December 14,

the delegates began their course of action by reminding the slaves that

the penalty for a slave insurrection was death without the benefit of a

priest. They also stated that slaves who had been persuaded to join

the British "and take up arms against" the colony were liable to pun-

ishment. Slaves could escape this fate, however, by surrendering to

Colonel William Woodford or any other of the colony's commanders

and receive a pardon, provided they appeared not bearing arms. 14

The convention declared that slaves captured in arms were liable to be

sold to the West Indies. The money from the sale was to be used for

the purchase of "arms and ammunition," or any other use for the -

colony as the Committee of Safety deemed necessary. The owners of

such slaves were to be paid by the treasury of the

Benjamin Quarles, "Lord Dunmore as Liberator, " (New
York: Bobbs-Merrill, rep. from William & Mary Quarterly, 5 (1958),

498-499.

13
Force, ed. , American Archives, 4:82.

14 Ibid. , pp. 84-85.
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colony. 15 Captured runaways were to be returned to their master,

after serving a term in prison, provided the slave's master was a

patriot. Owners of runaways would be ordered to move such persons

inland. 16 Slaves whose owners showed compassion for the British

were to be put to work in lead mines. 17 The colony was so suspicious

of blacks who had joined the British that the Virginia Convention

recommended that commanding officers "seize and secure" all

slaves, even those who came carrying a flag of truce. 18

The British promise of freedom to the slave community did

not fall upon deaf ears. Even with these numerous preventive

measures taken, news began to circulate that slaves were running

away to join the British in great numbers. 19 Approximately thirty

thousand slaves ran away in Virginia in the year 1778. 20 It has been

1 5 William W. Hening, The Statutes at Large: Being a

Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, 13 vols. (Richmond: Univer-

sity Press of Virginia, 1809-1823), 9:106.

1 6 Such was the fate of one "Frank," a black slave belonging

to William Kirby. Virginia Council to William Kirby, July 12, 1776,
Journal of the Council of the State of Virginia, ed. Henry Read

McIlwane (Richmond: The Virginia State Library, 1931), July 2,
1776 - October 2, 1777, p. 67.

17
Force, ed., American Archives, 4:85.

18
Ibid. , 4:1524.

1 9 Edward Pendleton to Richard Henry Lee, 27 November 1775,
ibid., 4:202.

2 0 Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, p. 134.
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estimated that the State of South Carolina lost around 25, 000 blacks

21
between the years of 1775 and 1783. Georgia's loss has been esti-

mated between three-fourths to seven-eighths of the entire slave

population of the state. Here the British were able to organize and

make effective use of the slaves as military units. 22

John H. Franklin maintains that British occupation on

American soil and the revolutionary war had a disturbing effect on

the institution of slavery.23 He also states that British offers to

blacks during the revolution had the influence of liberalizing the

colonists' laws governing their black population. 24 An investigation

of the changes made in the laws affecting blacks during the revolution-

ary period supports Franklin's contention.

For example, in February, 1778, the General Assembly of

Rhode Island resolved that every able-bodied slave in that state could

enlist into either of the state's two battalions. The resolution further

stated, "that every slave so enlisting shall . . . be immediately

2 1 David Ramsay, History of South Carolina: From Its First
Settlement in 1670 to the Year 1808, 2nd ed.,, rev. (New Berry: W. J.
Duffie, 1858), p. 272.

2 2 Moore, Historical Notes, p. 15.

2 3 Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, p. 134.

2 4 Ibid. , p. 135.
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discharged from the service of his master or mistress and be

absolutely free. . . ." The value of each slave was to be assessed by

a committee of five, and the owners of such slaves were to be com-

pensated for their loss according to the slave's worth. 25 In Mary-

land an act was passed in 1780 to raise one thousand men to duty for

three years. "The property in the state was divided into classes of

16, 000, each of which was within twenty days to furnish one recruit

who might be either a freeman or a slave.1"26 In 1781, the State of

Maryland resolved to raise 750 blacks to become members of already

existing troops. 27 New Hampshire promised those blacks who served

in the army for a period of three years the same bounty as others.

This bounty was given to the slave's master as the payment for his

freedom. 28 In New York an act was passed in 1781 granting freedom

2 5 John R. Bartlett, ed., Records of theColony of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantation in New England, 8 vols. (Rhode
Island: A. C. Green and Brothers, 1856-65), 8:359-60.

2 6 Moore, Historical Notes, p. 20.

2 7 Jared Sparks, ed., Correspondence of the American

Revolution: Being Letters of Eminent Men to George Washington
from the Time of His Taking Command of the Army to the End of

Presidency, 4 vols. (Boston: Little Brown & Co., 1853), 3:
331.

2 8 Moore, Historical Notes, p. 19.
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to slaves who would serve for a period of three years or until other-

wise discharged. 29

There was little or no agitation to end slavery anywhere in

the colonies prior to 1776. Basically the revolutionary war uprooted

the institution of slavery in the northern colonies. Therefore, the

sudden change of policies governing blacks was a consequence of the

outside military threat brought on by Great Britain. 30

It is also clear that the status accorded blacks under the colon-

ial system of government during the revolutionary period proved to be

an element of weakness for America. Great Britain used this weak-

ness to entice slaves to take up arms against the colony. Other ene-

mies of America would use this same appeal in future wars in an effort

to persuade Afro-Americans to refuse their services to the American

government.

In the course of the nineteenth century the black community

was called on a number of times to aid America. The first conflict

of the century, known as the War of 1812, revealed a number of

similarities to conditions at the time of the revolution.

2 9 Ibid. , p. 27.

3 0Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, pp. 139-141.
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The United States policy toward the enlistment of its black

population at the beginning of the War of 1812 paralleled that of the

American Revolution, since blacks were excluded from the United

States Army. Although two black regiments remained on duty from

the American Revolution, they did not participate in any battles. It

was not until the battle of New Orleans that blacks were utilized as

combat soldiers, when General Andrew Jackson enlisted free blacks

from among the population of New Orleans, as a result of Jackson's

31
being far outnumbered.

On September 21, 1814, General Jacks on appealed to the free

black population of Louisiana, stating "that through a mistaken policy

you have heretofore been excluded from participating in the conflict in

which America is involved. This no longer shall exist. . . . "

Thus, "as Americans your country looks with confidence to her

adopted children for a valorous support as a faithful return for the

advantages enjoyed under her mild and equitable government.1"32

Once again in the face of military danger, America began

altering its laws governing the black community. On October 24,

31 ucklin Moon, The High Cost of Prejudice (New York:

Julian Messner, Inc. , 1947), p. 70.

3 2 William C. Nell, The Colored Patriots of the American

Revolution (New York: Arno Press of the New York Times, 1968),
pp. 286-287.
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1814, one month following the summons to black "Volunteers in

Louisiana, " New York's legislature passed a regulation which pro-

vided for the incorporation of two regiments of free Negroes. These

blacks were to receive the same pay accorded white soldiers. Slaves

could enlist with permission from their owners; however, at the end of

three years of loyal service, they were entitled to their freedom. If

such freed veterans became feeble after military service, the town

from which they registered was to provide for their health and care. 33

The British attitude toward American blacks during the War of

1812 also paralleled their attitude during the American Revolution. The

British promised freedom to all runaway slaves. Just how many

slaves escaped and joined the British is difficult to determine; never-

theless, blacks joined the British throughout the war, and after the war

some blacks migrated to the British West Indies and Canada. 34

In the war with Mexico in 1848 the United States kept Afro-

American participation to a minimum. Southern army officials

objected to black enlistments, and Southern officials were, for the

33
George Williams, A History of the Negro Troops in the

Rebellion, 1861-1865: Preceded_ y a Review of the Military Service of
Negroes in Ancient Times (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1888),
p. 57.

3 4 Franklin, FrcmSlavery toFreedom, p. 170;
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most part, responsible for determining the policy of exclusion for

blacks. Moreover, blacks opposed this war as an attempt to extend

slave territory.

As had been the case during the American Revolution and the

War of 1812, slaves ran away and joined the American enemy, in this

case Mexico. In their quest for freedom, "Slaves were captured or

killed, fighting on the side of a country (Mexico) that granted them

freedom that was denied them in their own land. "35 William Worthy's

article entitled "The Negro Is Dead" records black protest dating

back to the Mexican War. It was during this period that Frederick

Douglass charged that the Mexican War was "disgraceful and cruel."

Douglass called for the withdrawal of the United States armed forces

in the same manner many blacks were later to do during the Vietnam

crisis. 36

If indeed the Revolutionary War was the ending of one era for

Afro-Americans, then the Civil War was the beginning of a new era.

The War of the Rebellion brought a sweeping change in the Afro-

3 5 L. D. Reddick, "Negro Policy of the United States Army,
1775-1945," Journal of Negro History, 34 (1953), 15.

36 William Worthy, "The American Negro Is Dead,"
Esquire, 68 (1967), 67.
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American's status in both the North and the South. "It brought free-

dom, citizenship and eventually equal civil and political rights (in

theory, at least) to thousands of freemen.1"37

The changing attitude of the country toward blacks in the

1860's as a result of the Civil War perhaps is best reflected by the

laws enacted during that period. During the early stages of the Civil

War, the Afro-American community saw its services once more

rejected. Public sentiment largely determined the federal govern-

ment's policy toward the enlistment of blacks. The enlistment of black

troops in the union army provoked many objections, for it was felt that

this would mean a new status for the Afro-American. Although various

sections of the country had their peculiar reasons for advocating the

containment of slavery, none of these reasons appears to have stemmed

from a strong humanitarian ideology. The Northwest had an interest

in keeping its territories free, but it has been suggested that motives of

its inhabitants originated from a fear of competing with black

laborers. The industrial northern laborers feared competing for jobs;

this fear led to the release of their hostility in the "New York draft

37
James M. McPherson, The Negro's Civil War: How

American Negroes Pelt and Acted during the Civil War for the Union
(New York: Random House, 1965), p. viii.
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38
riot of July 1863. . . . Then there were the loyal border states

in which the Lincoln administration faced the increasing possibility of

losing for the Union if he made soldiers of blacks. 39

From the beginning of the Civil War, there existed a small

group in the general population, mostly abolitionists, which called for

the drafting of blacks. Four days prior to the attack on Fort Sumter,

Levin Tilman of New York wrote Lincoln informing him that black

40
volunteers would be raised for service in the Union Army. On

April 16, 1861, Burr Porter, "who signed himself ex-Major Ottoman

Army, " wrote the War Department suggesting to Secretary of War

Simon Cameron that the federal government should raise two regiments

of Infantrymen from the free blacks among the border states.4 Per-

haps the most vocal protest of the federal government's policy of

resisting the enlistment of blacks came from black spokesman Fred-

erick Douglass. "What upon earth is the matter with the American

3 8 Fred A. Shannon, "The Federal Government and the Negro

Soldiers, 1861-1865, " Journal of Negro History, 11 (1926), 563-65.

3 9 Ibid.

4 0 Dudley T. Cornish, The Sable Army: Negro Troops in the
Union Army, 1861-1865 (New York: Longmans, Green and Company,
1956), p. 2.

41
Ibid.
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People? "1 asked Douglass, in an editorial published in the Douglass

Monthly entitled "Fighting Rebels with One Hand." Douglass

expressed disapproval of the governmental policy toward the enlist-

ment of blacks, stating that "Our President, Governor, Generals and

Secretaries are calling with almost frantic vehemence for men--Men!

Send us Men! they scream or the cause of the Union is gone. . . . "42

Nevertheless, "these very officers representing the people and govern-

ment steadily and persistently refuse to receive the very class of men

which have a deeper interest in the defeat and humiliation of the rebels

than any others. "43

According to Herbert Aptheker, Afro-Americans saw in the

Civil War the seeds to their own freedom; therefore, they immediately

offered their services as soldiers. In a letter dated April 23, 1963,

Jacob Dodson informed Secretary of War Cameron that he knew of

some three hundred blacks who were willing to serve in the defense of

Washington.44 The black citizens of Boston adopted a resolution call-

ing for the government to change its policy toward the enlistment of

4 2 Douglass Monthly, September, 1861.

4 3 Ibid.

4 4 Herbert Aptheker, ed., _A Documentary History of the Negro

People in the United States, 2 vols. , 6th ed. (New York: The Citadel

Press, 1968), 1:459.
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blacks. Included in the resolution was an offer by black women to

45
serve in various capacities. Robert Morris and seventy-one other

blacks petitioned the Legislature of Massachusetts to amend the state

constitution so that blacks would be permitted to form military units to

support the government's cause. 46

Correspondence of this nature during the beginning stages of

the war received minor, if any, attention from state and federal offi-

cials. However, early in 1862 several Senators presented petitions

to Congress requesting military service on behalf of blacks. Senator

Charles Sumner of Massachusetts presented eight petitions to Congress

on January 6, 1862. Senator Jacob Callamer from Vermont

presented a petition to Congress containing the signature of 312 citizens

of Hinesburge, Vermont. On the same day Preston King of New York

presented a petition to Congress from the mayor and numerous citizens

of Rochester, New York, in which they expounded the theory of black

capability for enduring the Southern climate. 47 It was correspondence

of this nature which enabled the "radical element in Congress to pull

4 5 Liberator, 31 May 1861.

4 6 Ibid. , 24 May 1861.

47
U.S., Congress, Senate, Congressional Globe, 37th Cong.,

2d sess., 1861-1862, 1:185.
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its resources together and push through programs that were favorable

to black participation in the war effort.

Perhaps the turning point in Congress for these favorable acts

can be traced to the defeat of northern troops at Bull Run. 48 In the

face of overpowering military odds, such as Andrew Jackson had

encountered at New Orleans in the War of 1812, America once again

proved amenable to temporarily altering its policy toward its black

citizens. After Bull Run, Republican Congressmen began privately

urging the use of freed slaves as infantrymen. There was also a

noticeable increase in the Republican newspapers in advocating the use

of black soldiers during the autumn of 1864.49

By March, 1861, the "radical" elements in Congress had

pulled their resources together and had begun pushing through legisla-

tion which was more favorable to blacks. By the enactment of the law

prohibiting the return of slaves by the Union military forces, on

March 12, 1862, Congress had taken a significant step in improving the

Afro-American's position while at the same time strengthening the

48
James M. McPherson, The Struggle for Equality:

Abolitionists and the Civil War and Reconstruction (Princeton:

Princeton University Press, 1964), p. 193.

49Ibid. , pp. 193-194.
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Union position. 50 On April 16, 1862, Congress proceeded even

further and abolished slavery in the District of Columbia; finally on

July 17, 1862, Congress passed the Second Confiscation Act which

gave the President the right to use rebels' property as he deemed

necessary. 51 This spate of Congressional legislation between March

and July of 1862 was indicative of a new mood that had begun to take

shape in the Union.

In the atmosphere of this new mood, Major General David

Hunter made a futile attempt to organize blacks into the Union army in

52
South Carolina. This attempt proved to be a stunning experience

for the general black population of the sea islands in South Carolina.

In an effort to carry out the orders of General Hunter that all able-

bodied black men be transported to Hilton Head, many of the black men

"were taken from the field without being allowed" the opportunity to

return to their families. In many instances their families were not

immediately aware of their departure. As the Afro-Americans on

Saint Helena Island were called in from the fields, the soldiers, under

5 0 U.S., Statutes at Large, vol. 12, p. 354.

51Ibid., pp. 376, 390.

5 2 Hunter to Isaac J. Stevens, 8 May 1862, in R. N. Scott et

al. , eds. , War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records

of the Union and Confederate Armies, 130 vols. (Washington: Govern-

ment Printing Office, 1880-1901), 3rd Ser. , 2:30.
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orders, and while on the steps of Special Agent Edward L. Pierce's

headquarters, loaded their weapons in an effort to deter blacks from

attempting to run away. Many of the black mens' families were

present when the episode occurred, and their wives and children

expressed emotional despair. 53

Within three months of Hunter's attempt to organize a black

regiment, the War Department officially sanctioned the idea. On

August 25, 1862, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton authorized Briga-

dier General Rufus Saxton to organize and receive into the United States

Army persons of African descent, with equal pay and rations as pre-

scribed by law. 54 Proceeding with this plan, General Saxton informed

Thomas W. Higginson of his plans in November, 1862. He offered

him command of the first Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers.

Although this was the first official sanction of a slave regiment by the

federal government, Major General Benjamin F. Butler had mustered

into the service free blacks in New Orleans, Louisiana, prior to

General Saxton's communications with Higgins on. 55

5 3 Pierce to Hunter, 13 May 1862, ibid. , p. 57.

5 4 Stanton to Saxton, 25 August 1863, Official Records, 1st

Ser. , 14:377.

55 Thomas W. Higginson, Army Life in a Black Regiment
(1870 reprint ed. ; East Lansing: Michigan State University Press,

1960), p. 12.
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Contrary to what one might expect, Colonel Higgins on did

not see an onrush of black volunteers during his recruitment in South

Carolina. Higginson attributed his difficulties to two factors: the

treatment the black population had suffered at the hands of General

Hunter, and white soldiers informing black women that Higgins on's

regiment would be placed at the front line. 56

James McPherson stated that by 1863 blacks were not as

enthusiastic about fighting for the Union as they had been at the begin-

ning of the war. 57 There were three main factors which deterred

blacks from enlisting. First, there was an increase in the availability

of jobs for blacks because of the war. Secondly, the rumor that blacks

"would receive less pay than white soldiers" was being widely spread.

Thirdly, resentment developed over the fact that blacks were excluded

from becoming "officers in the new regiments. " In February of 1863,

a Caucasoid Bostonian observed that the blacks of Boston were too

"comfortable to do anything more than talk about freedom. ,58 On

April 27, 1863, a large recruiting meeting took place at Shiloh Church

in New York. Rev. H. H. Garnet appealed to young black men to enlist

56
Ibid. , pp. 12-13.

5 7 McPherson, The Struggle for Equality, p. 203.

5 8 Ibid.
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because they might not have the opportunity to do so again. Repeated

appeals by such leaders as Frederick Douglass and Garnet persuaded

only one black recruit. "This seeming to put the meeting in a cowardly

position, Mr. Robert came forward and by a few well-spoken words con-

vinced the meeting that it was not cowardice which made the young men

hesitate to enlist but a proper respect for their own manhood. "59if

the federal government meant to discriminate against black soldiers,

then how could they come forward with enthusiasm.

Not only did some blacks refuse to serve individually, but

others protested any blacks serving. Henry Cropper of Philadelphia

declared that he would refuse to serve the Union under any circum-

stances other than equality for black volunteers. "'We the members of

the first and only equipped [black] military company have more know-

ledge of our duty and also more dignity than to offer our service to a

government, when knowing at the same time that the laws call for none

but white men to do military duty . . . I, as the captain in behalf of

the company, am resolved never to offer or give service except it be

on equality with all men."'6 0

9 Liberator, May 24, 1863.

6 0 McPherson, The Negro's Civil War, p. 29.
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In Chillicothe, Ohio, an Afro-American regretted the fact

that blacks were volunteering to serve the Union while at the same

time they were aware of the fact that their proposal would be rejected.

"Nevertheless, they say that when matters come to an adjustment this

offer of service can be used as a plea for our enfranchisement. But it

can also be used as well against us. " Furthermore, "If the colored

people, under all the social and legal disabilities by which they are

environed, are ready to defend the government that despoils them of

their rights, it may be concluded that it is quite safe to oppress them.

. . . " In fact, "the truth is: if in time of peace the fact of our having

bled in defense of the country when it was struggling desperately for

independence avails nothing, it is absurd to suppose that the fact of

tendering our service to settle a domestic war when we know that our

services will be contemptuously rejected . . ." will secure our

rights. 61

Still another example of protest involved an Afro-American

whose initials were R.H.V. This man wrote the weekly black news -

paper Anglo African which had its main circulation in the black com-

munities of New York. He insisted that no black regiments should be

sent to the South to participate in the war. " 'I claim that the raising

61
Ibid., pp. 29-30.
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of Black regiments for the war would be highly unpolitic and uncalled

for under the present state of affairs, knowing as we do, the policy of

the government in relation to coloured men . . . No! No! your

answer must be no!!! No Black regiments unless by circumstances

over which we have no option, no control. No military war measures

are to be adopted or encouraged by us. 11162

Wesley W. Tate of Denver, Colorado, condemned a group of

black men for petitioning President Lincoln to serve the Union. "I

have observed with much indignation and shame, " Tate stated, "their

willingness to take up arms in defense of this unholy ill begotten would-

be Republic government, that summons all its skill, energy and might

of money, new and false philosophy that a corrupt nation can bring to

bear to support, extend and perpetuate that vilest of all vile systems,

American slavery. "163

An Afro-American from Troy, New York, wrote that blacks

could not secure their rights by becoming combat soldiers in the Civil

War crisis. First of all, they had not been invited into the struggle,

and "suppose we were invited, what duty would we then owe ourselves

and our posterity? We are in advance of our fathers. They put

6 2 Ibid. , pp. 31-32.

63
Ibid., pp. 33-34, 323.
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confidence in the word of the white only to feel the dagger of slavery

driven still deeper into the heart throbbing with emotions of joy for

freedom. We are not going to re-enact that tragedy. Our enslaved

brethren must be made freedmen. . . . We of the North must have all

rights which white men enjoy! Until then we are in no condition to

64
fight under the flag which gives no protection."64

The War of the Rebellion did indeed cause black Americans to

re-examine their status in relation to that conflict. The Civil War

crisis not only altered the status of the Afro-American in the Union

but had a profound effect on the institution of slavery in the Confederacy.

In considering the effects of the Civil War crisis on the

peculiar institution" in the Confederacy, students of the war of the

rebellion generally agree that in the declining days of the Confederacy,

the thought of arming the slaves emerged. What is perhaps not so well

known, or has not been emphasized, is that the main question before

the Confederacy was whether the South should inaugurate its own plan of

emancipation. This perhaps would be the first part of a scheme to

65
enlist black soldiers.

64
Ibid., p. 34. For more information concerning the status of

blacks in the North, see: Leon F. Litwack, North of Slavery: The Negro
in the Free States, 1790-1860 (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1961), pp. 14-17.

6 5Robert F. Durden, The Gray and the Black: The Confederate
Debate on Emancipation (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1972), p. vii.
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The earliest call for a policy of emancipation in the Confed-

eracy came from states of the deep South- -Mississippi, Alabama, and

Louisiana. One Mississippi newspaper, the Jackson Mississippian,

stated that "slavery should be sacrificed for the sake of the South's

national independence. We must either employ the Negroes ourselves,

or the enemy will employ them against us. . . . "66 On February 4,

1862, the Virginia Legislature contemplated the enlistment of free

blacks in the confederate states. 67

Although other military and governmental personnel in the

Confederacy merely contemplated the authorization of black soldiers,

the Tennessee General Assembly acted on the issue. On June 28,

1861, that body of law makers passed a resolution authorizing the

governor of that state to receive into the military service free male

persons of African descent between the ages of fifteen and fifty. 68

The first and perhaps the most perceptive military man to

advocate the use of slaves as soldiers in the Confederate Army was

66Ibid., pp. 29-30.

6 7Horace Greeley, The American Conflict: A History of the

Great Rebellion in the United States of America, 1860-64, Its Causes,
Incidents and Results, Intended to Exhibit ItsMoral and Political
Phases with the Drift and Progress of American Opinion Respecting
Human Slavery from 1776 to theClose of theWar for the Union, 2 vols.
(Hartford: D. D. Case & Company, 1866), 2:522.

6 8 Ibid.
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General Patrick R. Cleburne. In January, 1864, he presented an ela-

borate document which not only evaluated the current state of the

Confederacy, but pleaded for the freeing and arming the slaves as a

solution to the Confederacy's problems. 69 Cleburne's document was

rejected; President Jefferson Davis issued orders that the document

70
"be kept private. " However, Robert E. Lee also strongly supported

the enlistment of black troops. "I believe that with proper regulations

they can be made effective soldiers. They possess the physical qualifi-

cation in eminent degree. " Furthermore, Lee argued the black man's

history "of obedience and subordination coupled with the moral influ-

ence which in our country the white man possesses over the black" are

the bases for insuring proper military discipline. 71

The Confederacy was slow in its decision. It was not until

mid-February, 1864, that the first step was taken to utilize their black

manpower. On February 17, 1864, Jefferson Davis signed into law an

act which provided for the employment of free blacks and slaves in

6 9 Commanding General of the Corps, Division, Brigade, and
Regimental Commanders of the Army of Tennessee, January 2, 1864,
Official Records, lst Ser., pt. 2, 52:586-592.

7 0 David to Witt T. Walker, dated January 13, 1864, ibid., p.
596.

7 1 Robert E. Lee to Andrew Hunter, dated January 11, 1865,
ibid., p. 1013.
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various positions. 72 The initial number of blacks to be employed by

the Confederate Army for menial service was not to exceed twenty

thousand; nine months later Jefferson Davis asked that the number be

increased to forty thousand. 73 Still unsatisfied with the role of the

Afro-American in the Confederate Army, Louisiana Governor, Henry

W. Allen called for increased military use of blacks. "The time has

come for us to put into the army every able-bodied Negro man as a

s oldier. This should be done immediately. Congress should at the

coming session take action on this most important question, " he

explained. "The Negro knows that he cannot escape conscription if he

goes to the enemy. He must play an important part in the war; he

caused the war and will have his portion of the burden to bear. . . . "74

It was not until March 23, 1865, however, that the Confederate

Congress deemed it necessary to authorize the President of the Confed-

erate States of America to employ slaves as soldiers.75 Thus, the

military crisis finally touched the cornerstone of the Confederate social

7 2 Durden, The Grey and the Black, p. 51.

73
Official Records, 4th Ser., 3:797-798.

74
Henry W. Dillon to James A. Seddon, September 26, 1864,

ibid., lst Ser., pt. 3, 15:774.

7 5 General Orders No. 14, March 23, 1865, ibid., 4th Ser.,
3:1161.
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and economic system. The Confederacy lacked ample time to imple-

ment this policy with any type of efficiency; one can only speculate on

the outcome of the war had there been sufficient time for the Confed-

eracy to apply its plan.

If a few blacks, during the Civil War crisis, questioned

whether they should participate in that struggle, the Spanish-American

War and the Philippine uprising yielded an enormous amount of anti-

war protest from the black community. It was at that time that the

rootsof kinship among non-whites began to be cultivated.

According to Willard B. Gatewood, Jr., the Spanish-American

War and the Philippine uprising caused black Americans to examine

their own status in relation to the crisis faced by other non-whites.

During the Spanish-American War some blacks questioned the ability

or the intent of America to help the less fortunate in much the same

manner as other blacks would do later during the Vietnam crisis. 76

The Washington Bee stressed the sentiment of many Afro-Americans

when the publication stated, "the Negro has no reason to fight for

Cuba's independence. He is oppressed at home. He is as much in

need of Independence as Cuba is." Afro-Americans were also against

76
Willard Gatewood, Jr. , "Black Americans and the Quest for

Empire, 1898-1903, " Journal of Southern History, 38 (1972), 546.
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United States involvement in the war because they believed America

77
would "introduce racial prejudice on the island. "

A few black clergymen went so far as to put themselves in a

position to be charged with treason. One, Henry M. Turner, a bishop

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and a supporter of African

colonization, failed to see why blacks should endorse the war against

Spain. Spain did not discriminate against a man on the basis of his

color, explained Turner. Furthermore, he concluded, blacks would

benefit more by remaining "at home than by rushing into a death strug-

gle for a country that care[d] nothing for their rights and manhood."

Although many Afro-Americans did not feel as Turner, they neverthe-

less highlighted the inconsistency of fighting to liberate other peoples

when they themselves were bound by laws of discrimination. One

Southerner informed, "the McKinley Administration that 'justice

begins at home' and suggested that armed force be used to eradicate

the lynching evil in the South before looking abroad for problems to

78
solve. "

The earliest call for enlistment during the Spanish-American

War was for organized state militias. Only a small number of blacks

7Ib id. ,p. 546.

7 8 Ibid., pp. 549, 550.
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"were in Northern militias, while the Southern states barred them

altogether. " Therefore, blacks were largely excluded from America's

79
initial call for military troops. At the time of the Spanish Ameri-

can War, as in previous wars, United States citizens did not approve

of the drafting of blacks to do battle in that struggle. While passing

thr cugh Southern states, enroute to points of departure, black troops

were treated with disrespect by southerners who were attempting to

undermine the status of the Afro-American. 80

One piece of information the black soldier was to discover in

his military experience of fighting on foreign soil was a freedom that

had been denied him in the United States. When the black soldier first

encountered foreign soil in Cuba, he discovered "no color line drawn in

that country. " He, however, soon witnessed American racial values

carried to Cuba by white America. 81

Gatewood has described black attitudes during the Philippine

uprising as being belligerent. The only real endorsement from the

black community came from federal employees, whereas Booker T.

Washington expressed the feeling of most blacks when he said "'that

9 Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, p. 419.

80 Ibid. , p. 424.

8 Edward A. Johnson, History of Negro Soldiers in the

Spanish-American War and Other Items of Interest (Raleigh: Capital

Printing Co. , 1899), pp. 82-84.
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the Philippine Islands should be given an opportunity to govern them-

selves. They will make mistakes but will learn from their errors.

Until our nation has settled the Indian and Negro problems, I do not

think we have a right to assume more social problems. "82

Bishop Turner declared that the war was an "unholy war of

conquest. " Any effort to attract black military men he explained would

be fruitless. Numerous other black leaders also expressed dissatisfac-

tion with American policy in the Philippines; among them were John E.

Bruce, a columnist, and Bishop Alexander Walters, President of the

National Afro-American Council. Indeed, black protest was so strong

that the War Department questioned whether it would be wise to allow

black troops in the Philippines. Once they were sent to the Philippines,

propaganda was used effectively to influence them to desert and join the

enemy forces. 83

The first significant military crisis which had resulted in an

improvement in the black American's status had been the American

Revolution. Although the War of 1812 and the Mexican War brought no

real change in the black American's status, they, nevertheless, focused

some attention on conditions greatly affecting his status. The Civil

8 2 Gatewood, Jr., "Black Americans," pp. 557-558.

83
Ibid., pp. 557-561.
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War brought a radical change in the Afro-American's position in both

the North and the South. And similar to the War of 1812, and the

Mexican War, the Spanish-American War and the Philippine uprising

brought no measurable change in the status of the Afro-American.

However, these military conflicts did bring a re-examining of their

status by blacks in relation to America's involvement in her various

military endeavors.



CHAPTER II

WORLD WAR I THROUGH THE KOREAN CONFLICT

As the nineteenth century came to a close and the twentieth

century unfolded, the status of the Afro-American was extremely low.

One historian termed it the nadir of human existence. Second-class

citizenship was established and confirmed by the various branches of

1
American government. These conditions, however, would improve

as a result of wartime necessity.

During the 1912 presidential campaign, Woodrow Wilson

promised to deal fairly with the Afro-American population. As a

result of this stand, numerous black leaders, including such so-called

militant leaders as William Monroe Trotter of the Boston Guardian and

William E. B. DuBois, endorsed Wilson. However, during Wilson's

first administration black people's hopes and expectations were thor-

oughly shattered by the Wilson Administration's segregationist policies

in government jobs. 2

Rayford W. Logan, The Betrayal of the Negro: From

Rutherford B. Hayes to Woodrow Wilson (London: Collier-Macmillan,
1954), p. 9.

2
Jane L. Scheiber and Harry H. Scheiber, "The Wilson

Administration and the Wartime Mobilization of Black Americans,

1917-1918, " Labor History, 10 (1969), 433-434.
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J an e and Harry Scheiber argue that the United States entry

into the World War altered the Wilson Administration's stand toward

the Afro-American population. As a consequence of wartime necessi-

ties the administration took steps to re-establish a working relation-

ship with black leaders. Ultimately, however, there emerged a policy

for mobilization of black manpower and nothing more. 3 The reason

many Afro-Americans cooperated with the Wilson Administration war

effort was again the belief and hope that by showing their devotion to

their country, black Americans would gain economic and civil freedom.

Richard Dalfiume maintains that the black community initially

responded favorably to the United States' call for support during World

War L In the course of this period, however, race relations deterior-

ated as the conflict deepened; consequently, the spirit of support in the

5
black community also diminished. It was during this period that

William E. B. DuBois wrote his famous "Close Ranks" editorial for

The Crisis. "We of the colored race have no ordinary interest in the

outcome, " DuBois explained. "That which the German power

3 Ibid., p. 436.

4Ibid.,p. 455.

5 Richard M. Dalfiume, Desegregation of the United States

Armed Forces: Fighting on two Fronts, 1939-1953 (Columbia, Mis-

souri: University of Missouri Press, 1969), p. 10.
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represents today spells death to the aspiration of Negroes and all

darker races for equality, freedom and democracy. " DuBois stated,

therefore, "Let us, while this war lasts, forget our special grievances

and close ranks, shoulder to shoulder with our own white fellow citizens

and the Allied Nations. . DuBois' editorial was resented in

some circles. The District of Columbia branch of the National Asso-

ciation for the Advancement of Colored People believed that the editorial

was inconsistent with the duties and responsibilities of the organiza-

7
tion. When it was later known that DuBois had been offered a com-

mission in a "bureau of the General Staff, " rumors began to circu-

late that the government was attempting to bribe DuBois and he was

charged by some blacks with being a traitor.

Perhaps the strongest opposition to DuBois' "close ranks"

appeal to black Americans came from A. Philip Randolph, Chandler

Owen, and a group of Harlem radicals. These men concluded that

under the prevailing conditions of racial injustice in the United States,

blacks should not serve. They took the position that the United States

6 "Close Ranks," The Crisis, July, 1918, p. 111.

7 "The Outer Pocket, " The Crisis, September, 1918, p. 218.

"A Momentous Proposal," The Crisis, September 16, 1918,

p. 215.

9 Ibid. , p. 217.
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should be made safe for black people before the world could be made

safe for "any democracy. " Randolph and Owen appealed to blacks in

Cleveland to refuse induction and urged them to remain in the United

States and fight "to make America unsafe for hypocrisy. "110

Discriminatory policies by local boards also contributed to

diminishing black support. Blacks who were found physically incapable

of military service oftentimes were railroaded into military service

"by all white draft boards. " In three separate instances entire draft

boards had to be dismissed by the Secretary of War for discriminatory

practices. 11

The black community saw numerous examples of discrimina-

tion that served to unify black protestors. One such example was the

forced retirement of the nation's highest ranking black officer: Colonel

Charles Young. The protest of the black community was loud and

angry. "Give us Charlie or we'll back the Kaiser, " they proclaimed.

Afro-American newspaper articles criticized the War Department for

its deception. "The cause of this reaction was a typical story of

American injustice"; high-ranking military and governmental personnel

devised a means which called for the retirement of Colonel Charles

1 0 Jervis Anderson, A. Philip Randolph: A Biographical
Portrait (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1973), pp. 98, 106.

1 1 Dalfiume, Desegregation of the U.S. Armed Forces, p. 12.
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Young. 12 The medical reason given for Young's retirement was

"high blood pressure. " Evidence, however, has revealed that the

War Department was displeased with Colonel Young's "Command

over the Tenth Cavalry Regiment which included white officers. "

Indications are that President Woodrow Wilson also became involved

in the question of Young's retirement. Young himself participated in

the protest by riding a horse from Xenia, Ohio, to Washington, D. C. ,

as evidence of his physical fitness. 13

Another example which served to focus attention on injustice

during the period was the Houston Race Riot, which occurred Thursday

night, August 23, 1917. Over a hundred black soldiers confiscated

firearms and ammunition from their military base and marched on the

city. The riot was the culmination of a period of racial tension. The

next morning it was reported "that there were thirteen known dead, of

whom only one was a Negro, and nineteen wounded, including five

Negro soldiers, as a result of the riot."14 With what may be called

an imitation of a trial, thirteen black soldiers were found guilty of

1 2 John H. Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History

fNegro America, 3rd ed. rev. (1947; reprint ed., New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1967), p. 456.

3EbonyNovember, 1974, pp. 87, 88; Franklin, From

Slavery to Freedom, p. 456.

14
Edgar A. Schuler, "The Houston Race Riot, 1917, '

Journal of Negro History, 29 (1944), 300.
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manslaughter and mutiny. The thirteen were hanged for their parti-

cipation in the riot; forty-one other blacks received life sentences,

and forty more were ordered held pending further investigation. 15A

black Baltimore newspaper proclaimed, "'The Negroes of the entire

country will regard the thirteen Negro soldiers of the twenty-fourth

Infantry executed as martyrs.'" The New York Age stated, "strict

justice has been done, but full justice has not been done. . . . And

so sure as there is a God in heaven, at some time and in some way

full justice will be done. "06

Injustice against Afro-American fighting men in America did

not stop in the United States. Efforts were made in France to shame

black soldiers by charging them with rape and other crimes. The

qualifications of black officers were questioned. Reports of discrimi-

nation against black soldiers overseas "lowered morale and led to

17
widespread dissatisfaction among colored people on the home front."

The NAACP Board passed a resolution calling for a governmental

5 Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, p. 460.

16
Ibid. , p. 460.

1 7 Charles F. Kellogg, NAACP: A History of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 12 vols. (Balti-
more: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1967), I, 274.
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investigation of the treatment of black soldiers, both at home and over-

seas. As a result of this resolution, Charles H. Williams of Hampton

Institute, Robert R. Moton (President of Tuskegee Institute), and

W. E. B. Dubois were among various representatives sent to Europe.

Reports are that Moton, in speaking to black troops, informed them

that they should not press for the same freedom at home that they had

enjoyed in France. 18 Indications are that blacks enjoyed a freedom

on the foreign soil of France similar to that enjoyed in Cuba during the

Spanish-American War.

White America also attempted to spread its racial views of

black Americans in France. By some means, DuBois was able to

obtain copies of publicationsintended specifically for that purpose.

Known as the "Documents of the War, " these publications were an

expression of the deep-seated attitude of America toward its black

population. The first document, sent out around the first of August,

1918, entitled "Secret Information Concerning Black Troops, " called

to the attention of the French officers, as well as the French popula-

tion, the status of second-class citizenship bestowed on blacks in

America. The document stated, "Although a citizen of the United

States the black man is regarded by the white American as an inferior

18 Ibid., p. 274.
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being with whom relations of business or service are only possible. "

Therefore, "the black man is constantly being censured for his lack

of civic and Professional conscience and for his tendency toward undue

familiarity."19 Upon obtaining information as to the distribution of

this document, the French Ministry ordered that the copies be gathered

and burned. 20

Although the United States has attempted to justify to the world

the caste system used to govern American blacks, the system has been

a source of weakness during war times. America's enemies from the

Revolution to Vietnam have appealed to the black community for at

least non-support of America's wars, or have made promises of better

treatment if blacks would join the ranks of the enemy.

The Germans during World War I were no exception. One

German propaganda leaflet asked: "Hello boys, what are you doing

over here? Fighting the Germans? Why? Have they done you any

harm? Of course, some white folks and the lying English-American

papers have told you that the Germans ought to be wiped out for the

sake of humanity and democracy. What is democracy? Is it personal

freedom, all citizens enjoy the same rights as the white people in

1 9 "Documents of the War," The Crisis, May, 1919, pp. 16,
17. Note: numerous other documents are also presented on pages

18-19.

2 0 Ibid.
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America, the land of the free and democracy? Or aren't you rather

treated over there as second class citizens. . . . "2l

The first World War not only altered governmental policy

toward blacks but also ushered in a new era for black labor. Although

blacks had been the main source of labor in the South for years, the

northern labor market had remained largely closed to them until

World War I. 22

The entry of the United States into World War I in 1917 caused

the great migration of blacks from the rural South into the larger cities

of the North. Afro-Americans filled the labor market of the major

cities. This great migration prompted a fundamental change in black

Americans' "economic status, educational aspirations and ways of

life. . . ."23 Although the South's Jim Crow system played a role in

the exodus of blacks, the underlying reason for this great migration was

economic improvement. At a time when the North was experiencing a

growth in its economy, the South was suffering from the share crop

21
The Crisis, March, 1919, p. 222.

2 2 Charles H. Wesley, Negro Labor in the United States,

1850-1925 (New York: Russell & Russell, 1967), p. 282.

2 3 Harold R. Isaacs, The New World of Negro Americans

(New York: The John Day Company, 1963), p. 38.
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system, crop failure, and the destructive path of the boll weevil in

Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and Florida. 24

As a means of encouraging this migration, northern capital-

ists sent agents South to recruit blacks for the northern labor market.

The initial visits of the northern capitalists' agents into southern com-

munities created immense turmoil. "Drivers and teamsters left

their wagons standing in the street. Workers returning home scram-

bled aboard the trains for the North without notifying their families.

. . ." The first state invaded by northern agents was Florida, fol-

lowed by Georgia, which soon felt the loss of her human labor

resource. North Carolina was the third state to experience the drain

of black workers and next Virginia. Pennsylvania, New York, and

New Jersey were the states which utilized this labor force. 25

The black population of New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, and

Detroit rose by approximately 750, 000 people during the decade between

1910 and 1920. 26 Southern authorities attempted to suppress northern

agents by imposing various restrictions. For example, Jacksonville,

Florida, imposed a recruiting fee of one thousand dollars for licensing

2 4 Emmett J. Scott, Negro Migrations During the War (New

York: Oxford University Press, 1920), pp. 12, 14. See Louis V.
Kennedy, The Negro Peasant Turns Cityward: Effects of Recent
Migrations to Northern Centers (New York: Columbia University

Press, 1930), p. 48.

25Scott, Negro Migrations, pp. 38-39.

2 6 Ibid., p. 60.
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of agents. An agent caught recruiting without a license was liable to

a fine of six thousand dollars and a jail sentence of sixty days.

Macon, Georgia, required recruiters to pay a fee of twenty-five

thousand dollars and to have the recommendation of "ten local minis-

ters, ten manufacturers and twenty-five businesses. ,27

The Chicago Defender, a black newspaper, assisted in the

promotion of the southern exodus. When the question of the northern

winter arose as a deterring factor, the Defender stated, "to die from

the bite of frost is far more glorious than at the hands of a mob. I beg

you, my brother, to leave the benighted land. You are a free man.

. . ." As a result of the Chicago Defender's role in the black south-

ern exodus, the sale of the newspaper was prohibited in many southern

towns. 28 The reader, however, should be mindful of the fact that

black workers "were not chosen because of preference for them but

because of necessity. " A crisis had occurred, and the Afro-

American was merely a source of deliverance. 29

Gunner Mydral, a Swedish scholar, has indicated the benefits

brought to the Afro-American by three major wars in which Americans

27E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro in the United States

(Ontario: Collier-Macmillan, 1969), p. 191.

2 8 Ibid., pp. 29, 30, 31.

2 9 Wesley, Negro Labor, p. 284.
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have participated. The Revolutionary War began a trend which

resulted in the abolition of slavery in the North. The War of Rebellion

created an atmosphere which culminated in the emancipation of the

Afro-American. World War I furnished black Americans with the

opportunity to become an industrial worker in the North, and thus

began the great northern immigration. This war also signaled the

arrival of what has been termed the "New Negro" movement. The

gains in all three cases were followed by negative reactions by whites;

nevertheless, more ground was won in the struggle than was lost in the

30
reaction.

During the Second World War, many people began to consider

what benefits this war would bring for the Afro American. Myrdal

indicated that the war was important to the future of the Afro-American,

and the so-called black man's problem was important to the war.

"There is bound to be a redefinition of the Negro's status in America

31
as a result of this war, " he explained. George S. Schuyler, author

of Black No More and Black and Conservative, writing in 1943 during

the war, stated that this outside force would compel psychological

3 0 Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro
Problem and Modern Democracy (London: Harper & Row, 1962),
p. 997.

31
Ibid.
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barriers to give way. The Afro-American had gained industrially and

commercially. Blacks had been promoted in war plants. This war

would make integration a wartime necessity for a show of strength.

Whereas formerly blacks had been limited to specific branches of the

army, such limitations were abolished. Even the Navy was in the pro-

cess of upgrading blacks. 32 Myrdal predicted that the Second World

War would serve as an impetus to black protest just as World War I

had done, 33 and the war did elevate the race question from local or

national levels to an international one. 34 Not only bombing of Pearl

Harbor but the war itself stimulated concern for the Afro-American

question.

Although progress in race relations was forecast, the "Mili-

tant South" was determined to maintain the status quo. This attitude

can be seen by the numerous acts of violence directed at black soldiers.

In Georgia, for example, "A Negro soldier was alleged to have walked

up to a white girl who was working at the base and told her he had

32 George S. Schuyler, "A Long War Will Aid the Negro,"
The Crisis, 50 (1943), 328-329, 344.

3 3 Myrdal, An American Dilemma, p. 756.

3 4 William F. Ogburn, ed., American Society inWar Time
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1943), p. 183.

3 5 Rayford W. Logan, ed., What the Negro Wants (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1944), p. 114.
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dreamed about her the night before. Before he finished speaking, a

white soldier jumped up and cut the Negro's throat. " 36 In South

Carolina, it was announced that a Caucasian man had been killed by

an Afro-American while engaging in a struggle. "The white soldiers

then brought out machine guns and killed almost a hundred Negroes,

the entire Negro division fled from the area.1"37 Many of these con-

flicts were based on white fears. There was the fear of not drafting

blacks and thus having too many on the home front, and the fear of what

they might do when they returned home from war if they were

drafted. 38

John Temple Graves' article, "The Southern Negro and

the War Crisis, " revealed the Southern attitude toward change;

"Segregation is not going to be eliminated, that is a fact to be faced.

Universal suffrage is not going to be granted the Negro in the

3 6Howard W. Odum, Race e and Rumors of Race Challenge to
American Crisis (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,

1943), p. 169.

37 Ibid. , p. 10.

3 8 Ibid., p. 105. Such concern was also expressed about

Black Vietnam veterans as they returned to the United States. See

Whitney M. Young, Jr., "When the Negro in Vietnam Came Home,"
Harper's Magazine, June, 1967, pp. 64-65; and Terry C. Wallace, II,
"Black Power in Vietnam,1" Time Magazine, September 12, 1969,
p. 23.
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39
South now either, and that too is a fact to be faced. " A confidential

poll of "Southern industrialists" revealed the extent of the determina-

tion to maintain this status quo. When these southern whites were

asked to make a choice between equality for blacks "and German

victory, they chose the latter by a heavy majority. "140

The Second World War had the effect of elevating self-

awareness among blacks and erasing whatever dream black Americans

"may have had remaining" of whites' inclinations to give full citizen-

ship to Afro-Americans. The war also destroyed blacks' fears of

white authority. What Afro-Americans realized "during the war (and

what they have been rediscovering ever since) was the power to intimi-

date--not by violence, but by their very presence). " Dubois in writing

about World War I noted the resentment and fear of the presence of

black soldiers by white southerners. During the Second World War

blacks increasingly became aware of their own personality change.

This is when they realized that "one need not fear--and certainly not

respect the man who fears you. "141 E. Franklin Frazier believed that

3 9 John Temple Graves, "The Southern Negro and the War
Crisis, " Virginia Quarterly Review, 18 (Autumn, 1942), 516-517.

4 0 Myrdal, An American Dilemma, p. 1400.

4 1 Charles S. Silberman, Crisis in Black and White (New
York: Random House, 1964), pp. 61, 62, 64.
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World War II was the point when the Afro-American began his protest

in "employment and in housing. "42

At the time of the Second World War, the Afro-American

used that conflict much in the same manner as he had done in other

periods of crisis to call attention to his own conditions and to promote

the real ideals of democracy. An examination of black newspapers

indicates this double froht against racism in America and against "The

Axis powers. "43

When the United States population began showing concern for

the formation of Hitler's war march in Europe, black Americans

appeared to be formulating a policy very much similar to the later

Vietnam era protestors. First of all, The Crisis published an edi-

torial entitled "Lynching and Liberty." The article reviewed the

ideals of democracy and what they meant to blacks. Democracy, The

Crisis stated, means that an Afro-American can be burned alive, shot

down, and lynched, and nothing will be done under the American demo-

cratic system. We are "sorry for brutality, blood, and death among

the people of Europe, just as we were sorry for China and Ethiopia.

42E. Franklin Frazer, The Negro in the United States

(Ontario: Collier Macmillan, 1957), p. 682.

4 3 Ralph N. Davis, "The Negro Newspapers and the War,"
Sociology and Social Research, 27 (1943), 373, 374-375.



50

But the hysterical cries of the preachers of democracy for Europe

leave us cold. We want democracy in Alabama and Arkansas, in

Mississippi and Michigan, in the District of Columbia--in the Senate

of the United States. " An editorial in the Pittsburgh Courier

expressed the sentiments of a few Afro-Americans when it stated,

"The war in Europe need not detain us because it will make no differ-

ence to us who wins." This editorial argued that blacks should be con-

cerned with the struggle for equality in America, which they had been

fighting for many years. 45

In January, 1942, sixty black leaders attended a meeting in

New York City. The purpose of this meeting was to determine the

Afro-American's role in the world crisis. This group of leaders

adopted a resolution which stated that black people did not "whole-

heartedly and unreservedly" support the United State's war efforts. 46

During the early part of 1942, Roy Wilkins of the NAACP wrote, "It

is a plain fact that no Negro leader with a constituency can face his

members today and ask full support for the war. . . . Some Negro

educators who are responsible only to their boards of trustees might do

44
"Lynching and Liberty, " The Crisis, July, 1940, p. 209.

4 5 Pittsburgh Courier, September 9, 1939.

4 6 Roi Ottley, "A White Folk's War?" Common Ground, 2
(1942), 28.
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so, but the head of no organized group would dare do so. "4 HarperI s

Magazine carried one story by an Afro-American author, stating,

"the Negro today is angry, resentful and utterly apathetic about the

war. 'Fighting for what?' he is asking. 'This war doesn't mean a

thing to me. If we win I lose, so what. '"48 The "resentment of

racial treatment" during World War II played an important role in

black morale. A black attorney in Chicago, Illinois, declared that

blacks were unable to see what stake they had in the war. "They are

saying, 'I won't buy any defense bonds, especially after the Sikeston

[Missouri] lynching. If I go they'll have to come and get me. Why

should I join a Jim Crow Army. I am not that anxious. ',"9 Blacks

felt that the United States was making a mockery of democracy by ask-

ing them to "rally to the defense" of this nation; although economic

conditions improve for blacks in times of crisis, "the gap between

democratic creed and practice" also widens when the nation is at war. 50

4 7 Dalfiume, Desegregation of the U.S. , p. 126.

4 8 Earl Brown, "American Negroes and the War," Harper's,

April, 1942, p. 546.

4 9 Charles S. Johnson, To Stem This Tide: A Surveyof Racial

Tension Areas in the United States (Boston: The Pilgrim Press, 1943),

p. 91.

5 0Herbert Garfinkel, When Negroes March: The March on

Washington Movement in the Organizational Politics for EEPC (Glen-
coe: The Free Press, 1959), p. 39.
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In March, 1941, The Crisis emphasized this gap in the

American creed by publishing an article entitled "Nazi Plan for

Negroes Copies Southern U. S. A." Drawing from the Hans Habe arti-

cle in The Nation, dated March 1, 1941, entitled "Nazi Plan for

Negroes, The Crisis made a six-point comparison of the policy Habe

had stated: Germany was formulating for black people a racial policy

that existed already in many southern states. This comparison indi-

cated that there was a great deal of similarity between Germany's plan

and the racial policies of many southern states. 51

Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. , also pointed to the similarity

between the status of Jews in Germany and blacks in America, citing

the fact that ten million blacks in the southern states were denied the

right to vote because they were excluded from the democratic primar-

ies. 52 Even in the North five million blacks could elect only one

black Congressman because of gerrymandering. Powell considered

Afro-Americans as being indifferent toward the war and its aims.

"The American Negro recognized Hitler long ago . . . because he is

a cheap imitation of the Hitlers that we have had here in America for

5 1 "Nazi Plan for Negroes Copies Southern U. S. A. , " The

Crisis, 48 (1941), 71.

5 2 Adam C. Powell, Jr., "Is This a White Man's War?"
Common Sense, 11 (1942), 111.
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years. . . . Naziism is just another word for crackerocracy. "

Powell, however, still believed that the dual tasks of winning the war

and "strengthening democracy at home" were inseparable. 53

It has been established that many blacks experienced a sort of

vicarious enjoyment at the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and their

conquest of Singapore. In Bronzeville one person is quoted as saying,

" 'I see where the papers are complaining cause some Jap slapped a

white woman. Well they been slapping Black women all these years.

Now, they gettin it back. '"154 David G. Mendelbaum's study conducted

during World War II indicated black dissatisfaction with the United

States racial system and with the status accorded them under this

system. As a consequence, blacks "were less likely than whites to

accept official formulations of war aims. . . ." For the Afro-

American, "there were two struggles--the war which preoccupied the

nation and their own endeavor to achieve higher status in that nation.1"55

The two struggles which Mendelbaum discusses have been and remain

ever present themes in black American history.

5 3 Ibid. , pp. 111, 112-113.

St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Coyton, Black Metropolis:

AStudy of Negro Life in a Northern City (New York: Harcourt,
Brace and Company, 1945), p. 745.

5 5 David G. Mendelbaum, Soldier Groups and Negro Soldiers
(Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1952), p. 95.
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The United States' double standard had a deleterious effect

on black morale. A contemporary assessment maintained that

because of discrimination, both in the Army and in civilian life,

"morale among black soldiers did not exist. " Although there were a

few blacks who made sacrifices for certain commanders, 56 a black

army officer while on leave visiting friends in Harlem insisted that he

had participated in many conversations with other black soldiers, and

had yet to encounter one who expressed loyalty to the United States.

"What the hell do we want to fight the Japs for anyhow? They couldn't

possibly treat us any worse than these crackers here at home. " Every

participant in this group discussion agreed with this soldier's opinion. 57

A black sergeant stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, put it in this

manner: "If I've got to die, I might as well die here fighting for myself

as to go abroad and die fighting for somebody else.1"58 This attitude

was found to exist among many blacks and would surface again during

the Vietnam conflict. Perhaps the attitude of blacks toward the war

was expressed best by a black Atlanta custodian: "I wouldn't mind

56P. L. Prattis, "The Morale of the Negro in the Armed

Service of the United States, " Journal of Negro Education, 12

(1943), 357-358.

5 7 Earl Brown, "American Negroes," p. 547.

5 8 Prattis, "The Morale of the Negro," p. 355.
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fighting for a country that gave me a chance to make a living. If I

were a white man I would fight for my country because it gives him a

chance. I don't feel like fighting for a country that gives everybody a

chance but me. 1159

Another factor which affected black morale was increased

racial violence. During World War II, racial conflicts between blacks

and whites "ran into the hundreds, " and these conflicts had definite

results on the home front. Racial incidents continued to be a source

of propaganda material for America's enemies. 60

The Japanese directed propaganda campaigns at blacks in the

same manner as previous enemies of America had. Apparently,

Japanese campaign efforts were more effective than those of the Ger-

mans. Harold Isaacs reports that the Japanese "had made a sustained

effort to exploit the anger and disaffection of Negroes for the benefit of

the Japanese cause. ,61 Walter White said, "with considerable

effectiveness the Japanese by radio and other means have industriously

spread in the Pacific stories of lynchings, of segregation, of-race riots

5 9 Ibid., p. 91.

6 0 Ulysses Lee, United States ArMy in World War II: Special
Studies, The Employment of Negro Troops (Washington: U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1966), p. 348.

6 1 Harold R. Isaacs, The New World of Negro Americans (New
York: The John Day Company, 1963), p. 29.
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in Detroit, Philadelphia, and other American cities. " In each of

these broadcasts the Japanese issued statements "that such treatment

of a colored minority in the United States is certain to be that given to

brown and yellow people in the Pacific if the Allies instead of the

Japanese win the war.,"62 Another piece of Japanese propaganda pro-

claimed: "Democracy as preached by the Anglo-Americans may be an

ideal and noble system of life, but democracy as practiced by Anglo-

Americans is stained with bloody guilt of racial persecution and

exploitation. 63

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the American black

press became the target of criticism by the Justice Department. It

appeared conceivable that charges of "sedition" and hampering the

government's war effort would be brought against the black press.

Along with the possible charges of sedition, there also appeared to be

a move to drive some black-owned papers out of business by refusing

them newsprint. 64 President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in December of

1942, informed Walter White of the NAACP that pressure was being

exerted on him by the Justice Department to bring charges of

621bid. , pp. 28-29.

6 3 "The Negro's War, " Fortune, 25 (June, 1942), 77.

64 Walter White, A Man Called White: The Autobiography of

Walter White (New York: The Viking Press, 1948), p. 206.
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"sedition" and "interference" against some black newspaper edi-

tors.65 The black press expressed the Afro-American population's

frustrations so vigorously that many military installations banned

these newspapers from military bases until 1943. Although the ban

on such black newspapers was lifted, officers were informed that if a

black newspaper published an article that he disapproved of, that speci-

fic article was to be referred to the War Department for its considera-

tion. 66

Black newspapers levied the charge that the selective service

system was being used to silence protest in the black press. This

belief surfaced when George Coleman Moore, editor of the Associated

Negro Press, reported for induction on November 24, 1943.

Numerous other qualified black newspaper men were drafted; among

them were L. 0. Swingler, managing editor of the Memphis World;

Louis Martin, publisher of the Michigan Chronicle; and Cliff Mackey,

managing editor of the Atlantic Daily.67 There is no proof that the

Justice Department or other governmental agencies engaged in a

policy of drafting black editors in order to silence their protests.

6 5 Ibid., p. 207.

6 6 Pittsburgh Courier, November 13, 1943.

67Ibid. , November 27, 1943.
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However, important segments of the black community believed the

charge, and a similar accusation was later to be made against the

Justice Department and the drafting of civil rights workers during the

Vietnam conflict. 68

According to Harvard Sitkoff's research, many blacks refused

induction into the military service during World War II as a demonstra-

tion against discrimination. 69 One such individual was Winfred W.

Lynn, age thirty-six, who refused to report for induction in September,

1942. In another case, Lewis Jones, a twenty-eight-year-old Afro-

American from New York City, refused to be inducted as a protest

against a segregated army. In October of 1942, he was "arraigned in

Federal Court. " Jones received a jail sentence of three years and

was released in 1945. Donald W. Sullivan of Newark, New Jersey,

received a sentence of three years for his refusal to be inducted. In

still another case, one George L. Haney, in October, 1944, "refused

to report for induction. He received a jail sentence of one year and

one day, but was released after serving a six-month jail term in a

Minnesota prison. Finally, Bayard Rustin, then serving as

6 8 Pittsburgh Courier, May 24, 1966; New York Times, May 2,
1967, p. 7; Pittsburgh Courier, September 17, 1967.

6 9 Harvard Sitkoff, "Racial Military and Interracial Violence

in the Second World War, " Journal of American History, 58 (1971),

666.
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co-secretary of the race relations department of the Fellowship of

Reconciliation in March, 1944, refused to report for induction into the

army. Rustin, who based his refusal on both religious and racial

grounds, was sentenced to three years in prison. 70 Another individ-

ual who opposed induction was Ernest Calloway, Educational Director

of the United Transport Employees of America. Calloway asked his

local board for an exemption until first-class citizenship was granted

him. 71

Resembling prior and subsequent periods of protest, a number

of black nationalist groups expounded the theory of kinship among non-

whites, including the Japanese. Bronzeville, Chicago, was the site of

one black nationalist group, "The Moors, " numerous members of whom

were brought to trial for draft resisting. 72 In 1942, the religious

leader of the Black Muslim faith, Elijah Mohammed, was jailed for

obstruction of the draft when he told his followers that a victory by the

Japanese would be to their best interests. The Japanese, he stated,

73
were racially kin to Afro-Americans. In the Temple of Islam faith

70
Florence Murray, ed., _The Negroes Handbook, 1946-

1947 (New York: Current Book, Inc. , 1947), pp. 348-359, 360.

71
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alone, hundreds of its members "refused to register for the draft

.* . .and fifty were sentenced to three years in prison."74 Federal

Bureau of Investigation raids on black sects in Chicago resulted in the

arrest of eighty-one blacks: members of the Peace Movement of

Ethiopia, the Temple of Islam, and the Brotherhood of Liberty for the

Black People of America. Of those arrested, eleven leaders bf these

organizations "were charged with sedition and the others were accused

of violation of the selective service act.1"75

At the same time that pro-Japanese sympathy existed in the

black community, white America was busy spreading its racist views.

Just as during the First World War white American civilians and mili-

tary officials attempted to project their racial values upon American

allies, An article published in the London New Statesman and Nation

stated: "white and colored troops should not be permitted in the same

civilian canteen. . . ." Some Englishmen declined to adhere to this

request, and many Englishmen were disturbed with the policy of dis -

crimination against the black soldiers. Joseph Julian of Nation Maga-

zine observed the racial situation overseas and concluded that it

impeded the effectiveness of American troops and demoralized the total

7 4 Roi Ottley, A New World A-Coming: Inside Black America

(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. , 1943), p. 332.

Ibid. , pp. 332-333.
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black population. Julian believed the black population was almost at

the breaking point. 76

The Second World War saw Afro-Americans obtain some

results, as they expressed concern over the non-representation of

blacks on local draft boards, just as a similar concern was to exist

during the Vietnam era. Governor Clyde R. Hoeg of North Carolina

said that he would consider the appointment of blacks to local boards.

In Whitman, West Virginia, on October 10, 1940, Governor Homer A.

Holt consented to give the subject "careful consideration, " and Gover-

nor Herbert Connor of Maryland also stated that he would make such

"recommendation to the President. "

All state governors were not united on the issue of black

representation on draft boards, however. Tennessee Governor Pren-

tice Cooper demanded that blacks "register for the draft or they

would be subject to a $10, 000 fine or prison. " Cooper felt that Afro-

Americans should die for America but not have representation.

Blacks had done nothing for the United States, he suggested; therefore,

76 Joseph Julian, "Jim Crow Goes Abroad," The Nation, 155
(December 15, 1942), 610.

7 7 Pittsburgh Courier, October 12, 1940.
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they were lucky to be living in the United States. "This is a white

manis country," Cooper insisted. 78

Elements in the black community at the time of the Second

World War, just as at the time of the First, were also uneasy over the

treatment of the nation's highest ranking black military man. Colonel

Benjamin 0. Davis was passed over as the U.S. army promoted white

colonels, and the cry of racial prejudice was sounded again among

blacks as they recalled the fate of Colonel Charles Young during World

War I. 7

In the course of the war, the status of the Afro-American in

the Navy went through three stages: in the first stage they were

excluded "except as messmen, " whereas in the second stage blacks

were accepted as general service workers and messmen. "A segre-

gated system of training and assignment was maintained wherever pos-

sible. " The third and final stage was the termination of segregation

in training and assignment. This latter policy was being implemented

at the close of World War I. 80 Three events seem to have produced

this change in naval policies: Japanese victories, public criticism, and

78
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a critical manpower shortage. "On April 7, 1942, Secretary [Frank]

Knox reluctantly yet casually announced that Negro volunteers would

be accepted for general service. "81 The final policy of integration in

the Navy was prompted by massive rebellions by black sailors: One

example was "The Guam Outbreak of December, 1944, in which

Negroes stationed there felt that the only way to stop . . . " white

servicemen from "abusing them was to take affairs, that is guns, into

their own hand. "82

The war itself had prompted these changes in navy policies. 83

As a result of the war, other changes also evolved. During World War

I, blacks had been routed into the labor market of northern industries.

However, in the subsequent depression, blacks had become part of

the labor surplus. At the beginning of World War II, when white

Americans were being hired while blacks were refused employment,

A. Philip Randolph planned to protest this discriminatory policy by

leading a march on Washington in 1940. In response to this planned

march to demonstrate injustice to be held as war tension mounted

81 Ibid., p. 207.

82 Ibid., p. 214.

8 3 Ibid., p. 218.
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in the United States, the President set up the Fair Employment

Practice Committee. 84

Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor had stimulated the growth of

war industries which resulted in the absorption of blacks eventually into

the war labor force. By 1944 cities of the mid-west were experiencing

manpower shortages.85 Hence, the Second World War, like the First,

accelerated black southern migration to the North. The southern states

lost more than one million blacks between the years of 1940 and 1950

as Afro-Americans again moved in considerable numbers to the larger

cities of the north and nid-west. The cities of "New York, Chicago,

Detroit, Los Angeles, and San Francisco" once again absorbed this

influx of black migration. 86

The Korean conflict brought no real transformation in the atti-

tude of blacks toward military service, nor did the conflict bring any

sudden change in governmental policies toward the black population.

What did occur was pretty much a continuation of basic established

policies.

84
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The Korean conflict, like the two world wars, brought the

call for national unity. In President Harry S. Truman's annual mes-

sage to Congress on the State of the Union in January, 1951, the unity

theme was clearly defined. A breath of hope could be drawn from

this theme as it related to blacks and other minorities when Truman

emphasized that "we must remember that the fundamentals of our

strength rest upon the freedom of our people. We must continue our

efforts to achieve the full realization of our democratic ideals. " Con-

sequently, "we must assure equal rights and equal opportunities to

all our citizens. "87

As the Truman Administration took steps to achieve unity

among the different groups in the nation, the Korean communists

attempted to exploit United States racial policies although there is no

evidence available to indicate that blacks yielded to such communist

propaganda.88 Nevertheless, for black soldiers their obligation in

Korea took on a distinctive significance. Their role in Korea

resembled their role in previous wars in that they were "fighting for

freedom for others, " which was denied them in their own country.

87Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States,

Har yS. Truman, 1951 (Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1961-1966), pp. 6-13.

8 8 Thurgood Marshall, "Summary Justice: The Negro GI
in Korea, " The Crisis, 58 (May, 1951), 354.
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A common saying among GI's was "that's the way the ball bounces.

1189

Once again, though on foreign territory, white Americans

retained their racial prejudices. As had been true of blacks in other

periods of conflict, the black American soldier in Korea engaged in

two struggles, one against "North Korea and the People's Republic of

China, and [one against] racism imported from home. "90

In spite of the fact that whites were attempting to project racist

values in Korea, Afro-Americans were still experiencing freedom that

was unknown to them in the United States. Samuel L. Banks, a veteran

of the Korean War, stated that "in Korea, unlike at home, we were

free to utilize all public facilities and accommodations. As had been

true of blacks who fought in World Wars I and II in Europe and Asia,

we felt freer in a foreign land than in the land of our birth. "9

If black morale waivered at some point in the Korean War, no

other factor could have been of more significance than the massive

court martials issued against black soldiers. A total of thirty-nine

Afro-American soldiers, including Lt. Leon A. Gilbert, who was

8 9 Samuel L. Banks, "The Korean Conflict, " Negro History
Bulletin, 36 (1973), 2:132.

90Ibid., p. 131.

91Ibid., p. 131.
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sentenced to death on September 6, 1950, requested the aid of the

NAACP in their defense. Thurgood Marshall, then serving as a

defense lawyer for the NAACP, obtained permission from General

Douglass MacArthur to visit blacks in Korea. Marshall visited blacks

charged with such offenses as cowardliness, desertion, "misbehavior

in the presence of the enemy, and other serious offenses," including

some eighty prisoners just outside Tokyo. 92 After a careful investi-

gation of the existing evidence, he concluded that double standards were

being used, since whites who had committed the same offenses as

blacks were charged with lesser crimes. For example, whites who

were found sleeping on guard duty were charged for that offense,

whereas blacks who committed the same crime received a stiffer charge

such as "Violation of the 75th Article of War. " The majority of sixty

charges brought against blacks were for that offense. "Out of the

eighty-two cases which resulted in general court martial trials, fifty-

four were Negroes, twenty-seven were white, and one Japanese. "

Marshall felt that blame for these acts of racial injustice ultimately

fell on General MacArthur, since he was the Supreme Commander of

American military forces in Korea. 93

9 2 Marshall, "Summary Justice, " pp. 297-298; Pittsburgh
Courier, September 29, 1951.

9 3 Marshall, "Summary Justice," pp. 303-304, 354.
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Even with its numerous acts of racial injustice, the Korean

War was not without its contribution to the development of the black

American's quest for a better way of life. Among other things, the war

accelerated the military process of integration. 94 "Perhaps integra-

tion of the Armed Forces was not the greatest thing that ever happened

to America, . . . " but few affairs in the twentieth century could have

surpassed it in importance for both black and white Americans. 95

The Korean War followed the traditional pattern of absorbing

the national work force, as unemployment among all Americans

declined throughout the war. For non-white Americans, there was a

decrease from 8. 5 per cent in 1950 to 4. 8 per cent the following year,

and the unemployment rate fell from 4. 6 per cent in 1952 to 4. 1 per

cent in 1953. This gain was a direct result of the Korean War.

For one year after the close of the conflict, the non-white unemploy-

ment rate rose to 8. 9 per cent and in 1955 it was a staggering 10. 1

per cent, whereas white American unemployment stood at only 4. 6

94 William C. Berman, The Politics of Civil Rights in the
Truman Administration (Columbus: Ohio State University Press,
1970), p. 22.

9 5 Donald R. McCoy and Richard T. Ruetten, Quest and
Response: Minority Rights and the Truman Administration (Wichita:
University Press of Kansas, 1973), p. 248.
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per cent.96 It was not until another war, the Vietnam conflict,

that the unemployment rate among black Americans would take a

dip to the low experienced during the Korean crisis.97

The median income of non-white Americans likewise

indicated an increase in the course of the Korean War. Whereas

it was $ 1, 650 in 1949, by 1953 the median income of non-white

Americans was $ 2,461, thus showing an average increase of over

$ 200 a year. In 1954, one year after the Korean War, the median

income of non-white Americans dropped from $ 2,461 to

$ 2,410. 98

Another development as a consequence of the Korean War

was the establishment of a government contract compliance committee

in December, 1951. This agency was responsible for seeking out means

whereby discrimination by private contractors on government projects

could be eliminated. Although the committee had no enforcement

96 John P. Davis, The American Negro Reference Book (New
Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966), p. 235.

97 Pittsburgh Courier, March 29, 1969.

9 8 Davis, The American Negro, p. 259.
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provisions in its power and faced opposition by many black leaders, 9

the agency nonetheless set guidelines that were to be used by two suc-

ceeding administrations in their efforts to eliminate discriminatory

practices. 100 "By 1953, fair employment practice and educational

opportunity laws had been enacted in twelve states and thirty cities.

. . . These new laws were setting the stage for what was to be

known as the black revolution of the 50's and 60's.

Evidence indicates the Vietnam era of black protest was not

unique but was an evolutionary process that had its roots in other per-

iods in American history. Indications are that some blacks ques-

tioned their involvement in the Civil War, the Spanish-American War,

and in World War I. Prior to World War II, however, there was a

lack of proper organization by blacks. By World War II there was an

improvement in the communication systems which enhanced black

organizations. What was true of this period was even truer during

the Vietnam War. Thus, emphasis may not have been placed on black

protest during times of crisis because of a poor system of

9 9 Donald R. McCoy and Richard J. Ruetten, "The Civil
Rights Movement: 1940-1954, " Midwest Quarterly, 11 (1969), 29-30;
Berman, The Politics, p. 192.

100
McCoy and Ruetten, "The Civil Rights," p. 30.

pIbid., p. 2 7 .



71

communication, a disregard of black literature, or because of many

scholars' efforts to prove that blacks have been and are patriotic.

Whatever the reasons, black protest has been de-emphasized. It

would be inaccurate to deny that the organizational structure of black

protest was elevated to a new height during World War II, and one

may even agree with Silberman's assertion that "the seed to the pro-

102
test movement of the 50's and 60's was sown" during that era.

Nonetheless, black opposition to participation in American military

engagements has existed in some form or other from the first major

military crisis of this country through the Vietnam conflict.

1 0 2 Silberman, Crisis in Black and White, pp. 60, 65.



CHAPTER III

THE VIETNAM CRISIS

The Vietnam conflict produced a magnitude of protest which

was unparalleled in American history. Although some protesting ele-

ments in the black community may have been reflecting the voices of the

dominant white culture, it appears that white protest and the majority

of black protest were the results of different roots. The majority of

white protest grew out of frustration with the failure of America to

achieve a timely victory. Black objections to the war were related to

the theory of kinship of non-whites and the concept that America was

the black man's battle ground. Whites for the most part concerned

themselves with cease-fire agreements and gradual withdrawal of

American troops from Vietnam. Blacks, on the other hand, showed

little interest in these ideals but called for the sudden and total with-

drawal of American troops. I

There were a number of factors which enhanced black pro-

test against the Vietnam conflict. Among these factors were

1 Clyde Taylor, ed. , Vietnam and Black America: An
Anthology of Protest and Resistance (New York: Anchor Press,
Doubleday, 1973), pp. xvii-xix.
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improvements in communication and a philosophy known as "Black

Power. " However, there were also a number of similarities to pre-

vious protests.

The Vietnam conflict, as had America's previous wars, caused

Afro-Americans to re-examine their status under the so-called "demo-

cratic system. " What Afro-Americans discovered in this examination

and their response to it was basically a continuation of almot two hund-

red years of effort to achieve first-class citizenship. Once again in

the course of the Vietnam crisis, just as in World War II, the race

question was elevated from local and national levels to the international

level. Increasingly, black leaders began to associate the Afro-

Americans' status with that of oppressed people in other parts of the

world. This concept was not new in itself. If anything was new in the

course of the Vietnam era, it was the firmness with which black

Americans expressed their ideas and the immensity which the protest

movement reached.

Richard M. Dalfiume, writing during the early years of the

war, was one of the few scholars to note that "black militants" of the

Vietnam conflict were similar to those of the past.2 However, if

Dalfiume's observation had been written at a later date, he most likely

2.
Richard M. Dalfiume, Desegregation of the United States

Armed Forces: Fighting on Two Fronts, 1939-1953 (Columbia,
Missouri: University of Missouri Press, 1969), p. 225.
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would have added that black protest was increasing in intensity as well

as coming from all segments of the black community. The same

themes- emerged chroughout the Vietnam War that had been utilized during

America's previous wars. A mother of four asked, "Why should we

worry about communism over there when we have poverty over here?"

and "What's the sense of fighting over there when there's so much to

fight here?" Once more the Afro-American community questioned

the United States government's motives for presuming to insure justice

in a foreign land, while denying it to its own citizens. The Afro-

American of the 1960's, much like his forefathers, was concerned with

that benefits or detriments this crisis in Southeast Asia would bring

him; would the results be the same slums, poverty, and racism, or

would this struggle bring something different?3

One of the few pieces of literature which attempted to present

an early view of blacks favoring the war appeared in Newsweek Maga-

zine, entitled "The Great Society in Uniform. " The interviews on

which the Newsweek article - was based were largely confined to

officers and career enlisted men, rather than the young lower ranking

men of #-5 and below who made up the majority of the armed forces.

Out of a total of six men interviewed for this article, only one was

3 MarvinKupfer, "The Negro View: A Special Anguish,"
Newsweek, 70 (July 10, 1967), 34, 36.
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below the rank of E-5, twenty-two-year-old P. F. C. Clyde Weaver.

The other soldiers included in the interview were Air Force Captain

Randolph Sturrup; First Sergeant Ollie Henderson, Jr. , a forty-year-

old family man; Lieutenent Harold Robert, Jr. ; Staff Sergeant Semon

Jenkins, a veteran of thirteen years in the Air Force; Master Sergeant

Ralph Tann, forty-three years of age; and fifty-year-old Joseph Jones,

4
Chief Petty Officer.

Approximately two weeks after Newsweek's publication of the

"Great Society in Uniform, " the Pittsburgh Courier reported a

demonstration in Atlanta, Georgia, where protesters shouted the

slogan, "Black Power, " as they marched against the war in Vietnam.

Many of the demonstrators shouted, "We are tired of the spilling of

Black men's blood in white men's wars. "5 These demonstrators were

believed to be members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-

mittee. During the protest, one Johnny C. Wilson attempted to force

his way into an induction center. He was arrested and ordered held

for grand jury investigation for possible charges of insurrection, thus

raising the possibility of a death penalty in his case. The remaining

"The Great Society in Uniform, " Newsweek, 68 (August 22,
1966), 46.

5 Pittsburgh Courier, September 3, 1966. During World
War II a slogan of this same nature became a common saying of Afro-
American draftees. See Sitkoff, "Racial Military," pp. 666-67.
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demonstrators received jail sentences "ranging from 30 days to 90

days. . . "f

As early as August, 1966, even a Newsweek poll indicated

"a sizeable number" of blacks questioned "the fairness of the draft

. and felt that blacks had no stake in the war crisis. The poll

indicated that 35 per cent of the average black population expressed the

feeling that blacks should not engage in the conflict, whereas 22 per

cent of what the poll considered people in leadership positions felt

7
blacks should not engage in the struggle.

On April 1, 1967, the headlines of the Pittsburgh Courier

read "Howard U. Students Boo Hershey off Stage. " Lieutenant

General Lewis B. Hershey was shouted off the stage by an estimated

thirty-five students carrying placards and shouting the old theme "the

United States is the American Negro's battleground. " Although more

than three hundred students remained seated during the demonstration,

they nevertheless shouted encouraging remarks to the demonstrators.

Hershey stated that he agreed with the right to dissent, but Howard

students were going about it in the wrong way. "I am a guest here,

he explained. When one of Howard's students was informed of this

6 Ibid.

7 "The Great Society in Uniform," Newsweek, 68 (August
22, 1966), 46.
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statement, he replied, "Negroes are full-fledged citizens in the

United States on paper"; therefore, "it is more than an insult to the

American Negro to take Negro lives and limbs in a war in which Negro

youngsters are dispatched, by draft boards which completely ignore

their citizenship rights to be a representatively proportionate part of

such boards. "8

Throughout the Vietnam conflict, just as during World War I

and II, Afro-Americans protested against discriminatory policies and

the lack of black representation on draft boards. In Jacks on,

Mississippi, Charles Evers, Mississippi NAACP field director, and

Aaron Henry, NAACP state president, issued a dispatch to President

Lyndon B. Johnson insisting that blacks be appointed to Mississippi

draft boards by January 1, 1967. The national organization called for

minority representation on all local boards and boards of appeal. As

of May, 1967, statistics indicated that there were no blacks on the local

boards in Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi; in Georgia,

Florida, Kentucky, and North and South Carolina, blacks made up about

one per cent of the draft boards, whereas in Tennessee they constituted

3 per cent. In March, 1967, it was disclosed that of a total of 16, 632

8 Pittsburgh Courier, April 1, 1967.

91bid. , September 17, 1966.



78

board members across the country, less than 2 per cent were blacks,

and 0. 8 per cent were Puerto Rican, 0. 7 per cent Orientals, and six-

teen (. 01 per cent) American Indians. 10 According to Charles

Evers, the most vital issue affecting black morale during the Vietnam

War was equal representation on draft boards. Evers said that a pro-

gram should be implemented to provide such representation in order to

curb "the expected but dreaded long hot summer of 1967."11

During the month of December of 1966, the black community

was so concerned over what appeared to be injustice by local boards

that a national draft conference was held in Chicago. The purpose of

the meeting was to explore the various means whereby the community

would be able to restrict the power of draft boards. Subjects

covered in the conference were the existence of "all white draft

boards" in many states of the South, the charge that numerous local

boards were being used to intimidate black political and civil rights

12
workers. As noted earlier, a similar concern had existed during

the Second World War when many black newspaper personnel had been

drafted. 13

10
New York Times, May 4, 1967, pp. 1, 20.

1 1 Pittsburgh Courier, May 20, 1967.

12 Ibid., May 24, 1966.

3Ibid.,November 27, 1943.
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Numerous black civil rights workers refused induction into

the army on the grounds that the United States Justice Department

was discriminating against them because of their political activities.

These civil rights workers also refused to come forward for induction

because of discriminatory practices by local boards. In Atlanta,

Georgia, on May 1, 1967, Cleveland L. Sellers, Jr., program director

of the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee, refused to step

forward for induction into the Armed Forces. The twenty-two-year-

old former Howard University student proclaimed the Vietnam War a

"racist conflict" and joined with Stokely Carmichael, the student

committee chairman, in accusing the United States of drafting large

numbers of blacks as part of a plan to commit calculated genocide.

Carmichael also reported that fifteen SNCC workers had refused

induction within a three-month span, Sellers being among those civil

rights workers who expressed the belief that the Selective Service

System had drafted him in order to curtail his political activities. 14

He further accused the system of trying to destroy SNCC by drafting

15
its workers. Although the organization would not release an

official report of the number of draftees from SNCC, reliable

14
New York Times, May 2, 1967, p. 7.

15Ibid.
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sources have indicated the number to be between eighty and one

hundred. 16

In Opelike, Alabama, the field secretary of SNCC, Samuel

Brent Shutz, received a thirty-six-month jail sentence for refusing to

be inducted into the United States Army. Shutz based his refusal on

the grounds of racial discrimination by his local board and his convic-

tion that his political activities in civil rights had led to his call for

military service. 17 It is difficult to determine to what extent govern-

mental officials may have been involved in the drafting of civil rights

workers. However, evidence exists that some white politicians were

encouraging such a policy on the part of the Defense Department.

Mississippi Representative John Williams wrote Defense Secretary

Robert S. McNamara requesting that Stokely Carmichael "be the first

draftee under the Pentagon's plan. " This plan called for the reclassi-

fication of men listed under the l-Y category of which Carmichael was

18
a member.

The Vietnam conflict also saw Afro-Americans challenging the

policy of discrimination on and by local boards. In August, 1966, in

the State of Mississippi, John Otis Sumrall, an active civil rights

1 6 Pittsburgh Courier, May 13, 1967.

1 7 Ibid., November 12, 1966.

1 8 Ibid. , September 17, 1966.



81

worker, became one of the first blacks to file such a suit. The plain-

tiffs asked that classification and induction be suspended until blacks

were proportionately represented on draft boards. The suit also

charged that the selective service had drafted Sumrall in order to halt

his political activities. "In August, 1967, he was sentenced to five

years in prison and a $ 2, 500 fine for refusing induction. "19 This

same young man had participated in the "We won't go Conference" held

in Chicago, Illinois, in December, 1966. During the conference,

Sumrall spoke of the anti-war attitude of many young Afro-Americans

in Mississippi. The theme of his text was that America is the black

man's battleground. In the same tone of many previous protestors,

he pointed to the denial of the right to vote and black unemployment as

reasons why blacks should not participate in the Vietnam War.

The refusal to seat the Mississippi Freedom Party at the

1964 Democratic Convention caused Sumrall to question his status as

a citizen in the United States. By not seating the Mississippi Free-

dom delegates, the government was saying in a time of peace, we do

not consider black people as citizens, he argued. But when the

1 9 Alice Lynd, We Won't Go: Personal Accounts of War
Objectors (Boston: Beacon Press, 1968), p. 87. There were cases
during WW II wherein blacks objected to serving in a segregated army
and challenged the fairness of the quota system. See Murray, The
Negro Handbook, pp. 359-360.
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government is confronted with a crisis, then the Afro-American is

elected to that status. Sumrall asked, "If I am not looked upon as an

equal citizen in every-day life, why am I looked upon as an equal citizen

when it comes time for me to report for induction,."20 Fredrick

Douglass had struck the same theme approximately one hundred years

before Sumrall in Boston, Massachusetts, when Douglass commented

that the Afro-American "had been a citizen three times in the history

of the government in 1776, 1812, and 1865, and that in time of trouble

the Negro was a citizen and in time of peace he was an alien. "21

Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of Information for the Black

Panther Party, also insisted that the focus of attention on the black

people by the government was due to the need for black military

strength created by the Vietnam crisis. According to Cleaver, the

two major issues confronting the Johnson Administration were the war

in Southeast Asia and black unrest in America. 22 These two issues

were inter-related since the government saw fit to send blacks into

2 0 Lynd, We Won't Go: Personal Accounts of War .Objectors,
pp. 87, 88, 89.

2 1 Rayford W. Logan, ed. , What the Negro Wants (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1944), p. 96.

2 2 Eldridge Cleaver, Soul on Ice (New York: Dell Publishing
Co., Inc., 1968), p. 122.
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Vietnam in such great numbers. 23 Cleaver further stated that he

perceived the war in Vietnam as a war against non-white people for

the purpose of maintaining the doctrine of white supremacy. One of

the themes of his text was unity among non-white people. 24

Cleaver was not the only one to associate black unrest in

America with the war in Vietnam. Singer, dancer, actress Eartha

Kitt drew national attention by the expression of similar views during a

White House luncheon, to which Lady Bird Johnson had invited fifty

well-known women. The purpose of this event was to discuss riots in

American cities. In the course of the luncheon, Miss Kitt made an

"emotional outburst" in which she related violence in the streets to

the war in Southeast Asia. An editorial in the Forward Times written

by Joseph L. Turner was critical of Miss Kitt's action and charged

that violence in the streets was the result of many factors and that

Vietnam was the "least of the reasons. "25 Miss Kitt, however,

insisted that she had received numerous letters praising her action at

the White House. 26

2 3 Ibid., p. 121.

I4Ibid., pp. 122, 123, 125.

2 5 Forward Times, February 3, 1968; Pittsburgh Courier,
January 27, 1968.

2 6
Pittsburgh Courier, February 3, 1968.
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One of the most eloquent voices to be added to black resis-

tance during the Vietnam era was that of the Reverend Doctor Martin

L. King, Jr. King was also among those who felt that there was a

link between black unrest in the United States and the war in Vietnam. 27

On March 23, 1967, Dr. King made known his opposition to United

States involvement in the Vietnam War, when he stated that the war

was impeding the civil rights movement. This feeling appears to be

what led to his earliest stands against United States involvement in

Southeast Asia.8 A spokesman for the Southern Christian Leader-

ship Conference, the organization which Dr. King was serving as presi-

dent, indicated that although the organization had not adopted a resolu-

tion stating its position in the war, the views of Dr. King were in line

with those of other conference officials.29

A few weeks after Dr. King made known his opposition to

United States participation in the Vietnam War, he delivered a moving

anti-war speech at Riverside Church in New York City which, it has

been claimed, influenced thousands to support an anti-war position.

Tragically Dr. King's life was to be taken by an assassin's bullet,

2 7 Martin L. King, Jr., The Trumpet ofConscience (New

York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1967), pp. 23-24.

2 8 New York Times, March 24, 1967, pp. 1, 2.

2 9 Ibid.
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precisely one year after this historical speech,30 in which he main-

tained that there was indeed a relationship between the Vietnamese

conflict and the civil rights struggle in the states. As long as the con-

flict in Vietnam existed, explained King, poor people would suffer

because funds were being used for war material that could be better

utilized in the poverty program. According to King, the burden of the

war was being carried by poor people. "We were taking the black

young men who had been crippled by our society and sending them 8, 000

miles away to guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not

found in Southeast Georgia and East Harlem. " Furthermore, "We

have been repeatedly faced with the cruel irony of watching Negro and

white boys on TV screens as they kill and die together for a nation that

has been unable to seat them together in the same schools. " We have

watched "them in brutal solidarity burning the huts of a poor village,

but we trust that they would never live in the same block in Detroit.

I could not be silent in the face of such cruel manipulation of the poor,

explained King. He also stated that there was a link between black

rebellion in America and the Vietnam War. "As I have walked among

the desperate rejected and angry young men I have told them that

Molotov cocktails and rifles would not solve their problems. I have

tried to offer them my deepest compassion while maintaining my

3 0 Taylor, ed., Vietnam and Black America, p. 57.
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conviction that social change comes most meaningfully through non-

violent action. But they asked, and rightfully so, what about Vietnam?

They ask if our nation wasn't using massive doses of violence to bring

about the change it wanted. . . . " These probing questions by young

black ghetto residents are among the major reasons King felt com-

pelled to break his silence on the Vietnam question. 31

The Vietnam War, much like World War I and II, stimulated

black protest, which in many instances erupted into urban riots. Riots

occurred in at least six municipalities in one week during the month of

August, 1966. 32 Riots occurred in various communities throughout

the United States, such as in Tampa, Florida, when on June 12, 1967,

black rioters were said to have burned an entire block of the downtown

33
area. In Cincinnati, gangs of blacks damaged thirty stores in the

black section of Avondale. 34 In Cleveland, Ohio, there appeared to

be a "home front war, " as violence persisted for five nights. 35 The

Senate Permanent Investigations Subcommittee reported that racial

3 1 Ibid. , pp. 79, 81-82; King, The Trumpet, pp. 22-24.

3 2 Pittsburgh Courier, Augus 13, 1966; New York Times,
March 24, 1967, p. 1.

3 3 New York Times, June 12, 1967, p. 1.

3 4 Ibid., June 13, 1967, p. 37.

3 5 Pittsburgh Courier, August 13, 1966.
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conflicts had erupted in 137 cities across the United States between

1964 and 1967. 36

Throughout the Vietnam struggle various black organizations

made known their opposition to the United States' role in the Vietnam

War. Among the first organizations to do so was the Student Non-

violent Coordinating Committee. In a press release dated January 6,

1966, the organization refuted United States claims of a desire to

insure justice to Vietnamese people, black Americans, or Third World

people. The personal experiences of SNCC members had convinced

them that the United States had no desire to insure justice to oppressed

people inside or outside its borders. Thus, SNCC's statement indi-

cated that the United States was responsible for violence directed

against civil rights workers and the Vietnamese. Since the United

States' elections were not free, SNCC questioned the United States

capability of insuring "free elections abroad. "37

On March 30, 1967, the board of directors of the SCLC

adopted an official resolution denouncing the United States' policy in

Vietnam. The resolution alleged that it was difficult to preach non-

violence in America while the country maintained a policy of violence

36 bid. , October 4, 1967.

37
T aylor, ed. , Vietnam and Black America, pp. 258-259.
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abroad. The resolution also stated that blacks were carrying too

much of the war burden and that discrimination existed among local

draft boards. The declaration stated in part that "President Johnson,

Congress, and non-Negro Americans failed to understand the frustra-

tion of a people asked to fight with all their lives at stake for a nation

which grants them only a partial life at home. "38 The Congress of

Racial Equality also passed a resolution rejecting the United States'

participation in the war in Vietnam. This resolution emphasized the

discriminatory practice of the selective service system against minori-

ties and the poor. 39

One of the most provocative pieces of literature published

during the Vietnam era was written by Eldridge Cleaver. Cleaver,

then serving as Minister of Information for the Black Panther Party,

wrote an article on behalf of the Black Panther Party entitled, "To

My Brothers in Vietnam. " Among Cleaver's keynotes were the plight

of political prisoners and continued discrimination against blacks in

general in the United States. There was also a plea by Cleaver for

black soldiers to either resign from the army or to begin committing

acts of sabotage. "Stop killing the Vietnamese people," Cleaver

3 8 New York Times, March 31, 1967, pp. 1-2.

39bid. , July 5, 1966, p. 1.
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stated, "you need to start killing the racist pigs who are over there

with you giving you orders. Kill General Abrams and his staff, all

his officers, sabotage supplies and equipment. . . ." After these

acts of violence, surrender yourself "to the Vietnamese people" and

indicate that you wish to take up arms in behalf of black people by

joining the Black Panther Party. 40

Numerous black leaders spoke out against the war in one

form or another. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. , Congressman from

Harlem's black district, calling the draft test unfair to blacks, sug-

gested that it was the cause of a disproportionate number of Afro-

Americans being sent to Vietnam. Powell's observation was that

blacks and Mexican-Americans deemed this a war "against brown

people." He further asserted that by providing Afro-Americans with

inferior education, America insured their failure on tests. Then

these educational failures are taken "off to Vietnam to be kiled. "Al

Black activist Dick Gregory vowed to observe a forty-day lent as a

demonstration of his disapproval of the Vietnam War. 42 Dr. Nathan

4 0 Eldridge Cleaver, "To My Balck Brothers in Nam"
(Letter distributed by Black Panther Party, January 4, 1970).
Note: from the author's personal collection.

4 1 Pittsburgh Courier, May 21, 1966.

4 2 James R. Graw, ed., Write Me In!, h Dick Gregory
(New York: Bantom Book, Inc. , 1968), p. 97; Pittsburgh Courier,
March 9, 1968.
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Hare, eminent black scholar, wrote an article entitled "It's Time

to Turn the Guns the Other Way." Dr. Hare's opinion was that blacks

had no stake in the Vietnam War. "Our enemy is white American

society with its racist establishment that robs us continually of our

needs and rights. " The black man's battle ground is America against

a system of injustice. Therefore, "we urge all black people to write

in a solemn pledge to bring Black soldiers back home--guns and all.

"43

Black resistance to the draft throughout United States involve-

ment in Vietnam followed a pattern that was different in degree rather

than in kind from World War II. It has been said that during the

Second World War many blacks never reported for induction and

"those who served did so sullenly. "44 During the Second World War

one white draft board member noted, "When colored draftees came

to the board for induction last year, I used to give them a little patriotic

talk to make them feel good. But they didn't, they only laughed at me.

Now I bow my head as they come in for induction. "45 The Pitkin

Avenue draft board in Brownsville, Brooklyn's black community

4 3 Taylor, ed., Vietnam and Black America, pp. 285, 288,
289.

4 4 Harvard Sitkoff, "Racial Militancy and Interracial Violence

in the Second World War, " Journal of American History, 58 (1971),
666.

4Ib~id.,p. 667.
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precinct, was reported to have listed hundreds of black resisters

during the Vietnam crisis. "Local Draft Board 16 which covers a

part of Harlem recently had a list of six hundred such cases, most of

them Negro, a few Puerto Rican. "46

It is questionable whether these men were ever brought to

trial or forced to serve in the military, since the Afro-American com-

munity, for the most part, supported these young men's action.

Numerous blacks who refused induction were able to drum up enough

support from the black community to force government officials to

delay their trials. 47

During the summer of 1966, a group of black females who

called themselves "Black Women Enraged, " picketed a Harlem

recruiting station and publicly pleaded with young blacks to refuse

induction. 48 In Detroit an Afro-American woman known as "Sister

Louise, along with some of her friends, sang hymns as she removed

her son from the draft station. Government officials just simply

ignored the incident.

4 6 William Worthy, "The American Negro Is Dead,"
Esquire, 68 (1967), 126.

4 7 Ibid.

4 8 Ibid.

4 9 Ibid.
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The Temple of Islam, better known as the Black Muslims, a

religious sect led by the Honorable Elijah Muhammed, adopted the

pattern set by its leader when he was arrested for draft violation dur-

ing the Second World War. He has taught his followers since that

time that they are not to participate in American wars and that whites

are the oppressors of all non-white people.50

A review of two Muslims' encounters with the law during the

Vietnam conflict noted their continued practice of Muhammed's teach-

ing. The first case involved one Marvin X. This young man was

brought to trial for his refusal to participate in the United States mili-

tary service. A poet, teacher, and playwright, Marvin X's summa-

tion at his own trial will have to be remembered as one of the best

appeals to America to re-examine the relationship of this country to

black people. Marvin X's refusal to be inducted was based on the

teachings of Elijah Muhammed, which maintained that the laws of this

country are in opposition to "the Black man's nature. . . .." There-

fore, we are taught that black people should not participate in any war

for this nation. Marvin insisted that blacks did not now, nor had they

ever, enjoyed the status of citizenship in this country. 51

5 0 Charles Eric Lincoln, The Black Muslims in America
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1961), pp. 187, 188.

5 Taylor, ed. , Vietnam and Black America, pp. 281-282.
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Among the internationally known black Americans who refused

to step forward for induction was Cassius Clay, better known as

Muhammed Ali. Reasons given for Ali's refusal were discrimination

by his local board, by the United States government, in addition to his

position as a minister in the Nation of Islam. 52 The Reverend Dr.

Martin L. King, Jr. spoke words of praise for Ali's refusal to come

forward for the draft. 53 Carmichael also expressed approval of Ali's

position against the war and stated that other blacks should resist the

draft. Carmichael's opinion was that it was foolish for blacks to fight

thousands of miles from their home when they themselves did not have

freedom of choice to live in any neighborhood that they desired. 54

Like Ali, Julian Bond, because of his position against the

Vietnam war, 55 faced discrimination when he was denied his seat as

a representative on the Georgia Legislature. Bond had to take his

case to the Supreme Court before Georgia's law making body would

admit him. 56

5 2 "In the Fiery Furnace, " Newsweek, 69 (May 8, 1967), 72;
Pittsbu Courier, March 9, 1968.

5 3 New York Times, May 1, 1967, p. 1.

54 Ibid.

5 5 Pittsburgh Courier, February 26, 1966.

5 6 Ibid., February 21, 1967.
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Anti-war resistance in the black community during the Viet-

nam era has been associated with the new philosophy of Black Power

which emerged in the mid-1960's. This concept brought a new dimen-

sion to the trend of internationalism which saw American blacks able

to relate to America's enemy. International figures such as Fidel

Castro, Ho Chi Minh, and others had become inspirational heroes for

such Afro-Americans as Stokely Carmichael and other "militant

blacks. 1157 The Vietnam epoch witnessed the establishment of inter-

national communication between American blacks and foreign leaders.

In August, 1966, Floyd McKissick, leader of CORE, "met with repre-

sentatives of North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front [of

South Vietnam]. 'The N. L. F. is our core, he was told by the Front's

shadow foreign minister. ',58 In December, 1965, Diane Nash Bevel,

"wife of one of Dr. King's top aids, visited Hanoi and conferred with

leading women in Ho Chi Minh's government. " An international

meeting on Vietnam was held in Stockholm during the month of July in

which her husband, the Reverend James Bevel, conferred with members

of the N. L. F. and North Vietnam delegates. Representatives from

SNCC, along with Charles Cobbs, a top level committee member and

5 7 Worthy, "The American Negro, " p. 126.

5 8 Ibid. , p. 167.
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Julius Lester, a photographer for the organization, visited Hanoi.59

Moreover, Carmichael engaged in a number of unauthorized trips to

communist countries during the Vietnam crisis. 60

Huey P. Newton, Chairman of the Black Panther Party,

placed the organization in the international sphere by offering mili-

tary troops from the party to assist "the National Liberation Front

and Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam . .

in their struggle against America. 61

Afro-Americans who visited Hanoi often supplied information

concerning the type of propaganda they felt would most appeal to black

GI's. Blacks also were active in "Radio Free Allies Forces,1" a

broadcast over the facilities of radio Hanoi to U. S. troops. Gilbert

H. Banks, leader of the all-black "B. A. N. D. " (Blacks Against

Negative Dying), granted an interview for the National Liberation

Front in which he was critical of black women who permitted their

sons to volunteer for military service. 62

5 9 Ibid.

6 0 Pittsburgh Courier, April 6, 1968.

6 1 Huey P. Newton, To Die for thePeople: The Writings of
HueyP. Newton (New York: Random House, Vintage Books, 1972),
p. 178.

6 2Worthy, "The American Negro, " p. 126.
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Countless black soldiers captured the protest limelight by

simply refusing to participate in the Vietnam struggle, among whom

was P. F. C. James A. Johnson. Basing his refusal on the injustice

blacks had experienced throughout the history of the United States,

Johnson explained, "The Negro in Vietnam is being called upon to

defend freedom which in many parts of this country does not exist for

him." He further maintained that the North Vietnamese and Afro-

Americans were fighting for the same objective: self-determination. 63

Private Dennis Mara also refused to obey an order to report to Viet-

nam and received a jail sentence of three years, 64 and Private Ray

Roy Jones gained the distinction of being the first Afro-American to

seek refuge in Sweden. Jones issued a statement basing his opposi-

tion to the war on the grounds of racial discrimination within the

65
states. Private Edward (Junior) Johnson also took refuge in

Sweden and charged the army with being the most racist institution in

American society.66 Sergeant Ennis J. Dotson of Ballinger, Texas,

63 New York Times, July 1, 1966, p. 13.

6 4 Pittsburgh Courier, September 24, 1966.

6 5 Forward Times, April 13, 1969; Pittsburgh Courier,
March 23, 1968.

6 6 Forward Times, January 27, 1968.
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was listed by the army as a deserter when he went to Sweden after

obtaining information of his transfer to a unit "bound for Vietnam. ,67

The war in Vietnam had the effect of enhancing the awareness

among black soldiers of the militancy prevalent in domestic society.

One article in the Pittsburgh Courier noted that there was indeed a new

militancy among blacks in Vietnam. The young men between the ages

of eighteen and twenty-one and blacks from the larger cities particu-

larly exhibited this new attitude. 68 There developed a noticeable

increase among blacks in Vietnam who adopted the position that they

should not do battle in that conflict. "I don't see why I should have to

come here to die," said a black soldier, "to give people freedom I

ain't ever got at home. "69 Wallace H. Terry, a correspondent for

Time Magazine who spent six months covering racial attitudes in Viet-

nam, interviewed more than four hundred black enlisted personnel.

In these interviews 60 per cent agreed that Afro-Americans had no

stake in the Vietnam War. 70

6 7 Pittsburgh Courier, February 17, 1968

_8bid., March 25, 1967.

69Z. B. Giant, "Whites Against Blacks in Vietnam, " New

Republic, 160 (January 18, 1969), p. 1, 16.

7 0 Terry Wallace, II, "Black Power in Vietnam, " Time,

94 (September 19, 1969), pt. 1, 22-23.



98

As American troops began to limit their combat participation

in the Vietnam War, racial conflict became more apparent, as ser-

vicemen off the front line spent an increasing amount of energy fighting

each other. This development, the Forward Times, reported,

recalled similar racial conflicts that had taken place toward the end of

World War II. Clearly social life among service men tended to rein-

force the division among the races. 7

Examples of racial confrontations in Vietnam are numerous.

During the month of January, 1971, Private Willie Claybore, Jr. of the

4th Infantry Division, was brought to trial for manslaughter of a Cau-

casian sergeant. "For some time, Claybore had felt hassled by whites

in general. Last September, 1970, he grabbed his M-16, put it on

automatic, and gunned down the sergeant and three other soldiers.

.0 . .As he fired he repeatedly screamed 'lifer,' a derisive term for

a career soldier.,72 At Danang a white sergeant walked upon a black

GI half asleep on guard duty. The Sergeant seized the GI by the

throat and said, "'If I were a VC you would be dead. '" That same

night the black GI rolled a grenade into the sleeping "sergeant's

7 1 Forward Times, December 7, 1968.

72 "The War Within the War, " Time, January 25, 1971,
pp. 34-35.
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hutch killing him and sending two other NCO's to hospitals in

Japan. "73

At Camp Tien Sha in Danang, one black soldier stated that

the greatest threat there was not the Viet Cong, but the chance of a

race riot. Among the things that accounted for these conditions were

"the assassinations of Martin L. King and Robert Kennedy, the Black

Power movement, and disenchantment with the war,1"74 according to

one writer.

Racial conflict at Danang among United States servicemen

resulted in restriction to their home bases. An incident was reported

at China Beach where a group of black soldiers "disarmed two navy

patrolmen," and nine black servicemen were taken into custody as a

75
result.

In August, 1968, perhaps the war's most violent racial dis-

order occurred at the Long Binh detention center in South Vietnam,

located nineteen "miles north of Saigon. " Racial tension had existed

at the center for months as blacks accounted for more than half of the

720 prisoners in the overcrowded stockade, where weeks prior to the

73 Ibid.

7 4 Grant, "White Against Black," p. 15.

7 5 Forward Times, November 2, 1968.
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riot blacks killed a white fellow prisoner. Racial violence erupted

after the Afro-American inmates threw a party, where reportedly they

attacked whites shouting "kill the chucks." Gaining control of the

prison, they began burning buildings. They also killed a white pri-

soner by beating him with a bunk adapter "and injured 60 more includ-

ing the stockade commander. " Fifteen of the black participants were

brought to trial; thirteen were indicted for mutiny and two for murder. 76

If, indeed, in the course of the Second World War, blacks

became aware of their own personality change and lost their fear of

white authority, then one could conclude that the Vietnam War reen-

forced this personality change, for there is where blacks ceased just

to react to white acts of violence and became actors rather than mere

reactors. They took the offensive rather than the defensive.

In Vietnam black soldiers wrecked Clubs in Chu Lai, Qui

Nhon, and twelve other nightclubs in one year. Violence reached

such a peak in the Danang area that lights were installed on the streets

of Cap Tien Sha to keep blacks and whites from attacking one

another. 77 In various parts of towns and villages there were sections

claimed by blacks and others by whites; conflict often occurred when

7 6 Grant, "White Against Blacks, " p. 16.

7 7 Terry Wallace, II, "Black Power in Vietnam, " Time,

94 (September 19, 1960), p. 23.
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members of one group ventured into the opposite group's territory. 78

Some blacks had organized themselves into defense groups, such as

the "Ju Ju" and "Mau Mau." At Danang followers of black leader

Ron Karenga had created a flag, red for the blood shed by Negroes in

Vietnam and at home, black for the face of black culture, and green

for youth and new ideas. Crossed spears and a shield at the center

signified "violence if necessary," and a surrounding wreath "peace

if possible" between blacks and whites. 79

Frustration among some black soldiers led to the establish-

ment of their own community in Saigon, located approximately one

mile from United States military headquarters; it was a narrow street

referred to as Soul Alley. The community, which began in 1967,

became the home of hundreds of black AWOL's and deserters. 80

Black soldiers living in the community acted as a police unit against

intruders. For example, when two white military policemen dared

to go into the community, five minutes after they drove in "they

walked back out minus the Jeep and their weapons." Military

7 8 Pittsburgh Courier, March 25, 1967.

7 9 Wallace, II, "Black Power," p. 22; "In Vietnam,"

Time, 94 (September 19, 1969), 22.

8 0 "Soul Alley Home for Black AWOL's and Deserters,"

Time, 69 (December 14, 1970), pt. 1, 39.
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authorities, for the most part, looked the other way, realizing that

another community of this nature would soon evolve if this one were

cleaned out. 81

Life for the black AWOL and deserter was fairly simple, as

explained by one soldier: "You get up late, smoke a few joints, you

get on your Honda and ride around to the PX, buy a few items you can

sell on the black market, come back, blow some more grass, and

that's it for the day. " Although Ihe easy life had its attractions, there

were numerous AWOL's who would have liked to return to the states.

However, they knew that they must face Uncle Sam's justice before

there was any chance of returning. On the other hand, a number of

the AWOL's were not overly interested in returning. A GI from

Houston, Texas., explained that if he returned, "they would call me

a nigger and my wife a gook. . . . "82

Black soldiers in Vietnam were also entangled by two hostile

forces: one was the Viet Cong and the other was racist attitudes

imported from the United States. A letter received by a Baptist

minister in Pennsylvania expressed the stress of one black soldier.

He insisted that black Americans were engaging in two conflicts, one

8 1Ibid.

82Ibid., pp. 39-40.
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against the Viet Cong and the other against white America. The let-

ter leveled discrimination charges against military officials and

stated that blacks who had completed their military tour in Vietnam

were oftentimes held over by some white military superiors. 83 Still

another letter, that of P. F. C. Donald Green to his mother, also

charged whites with racism in Vietnam. Green's letter was later

published in the Forward Times. He wrote that the more he familiar-

ized himself with injustice to blacks, along with his own experience in

Vietnam, the more he was able to perceive "that this is not our war

and we don't belong here. J84

According to one GI, the rules appeared to be irrelevant, the

same as in the States. In Vietnam, if there was a large gathering of

blacks, instantly military officials got worried, while at the same

time white GI's could gather to smoke grass or whatever and military

officials ignored them. 85 Army regulations permitted GI's to grow

their hair a certain length in order to allow for the natural look, yet

because some white sergeant disliked black men with the natural look,

this army regulation was disregarded. 86

8 3 Pittsburgh Courier, July 20, 1968.

84
Forward Times, March 16, 1968.

8 5 "Soul Alley Home for Black AWOLs and Deserters,"

Time, 69 (December 14, 1970), 39.

86 Ibid.
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These forms of racism gave rise to many forms of unity

among blacks in Vietnam, one of which was a special signal of greet-

ing which black GI's exchanged. Though there existed many varia-

tions of this Soul greeting, the standard method included "two taps on

the chest, meaning "I will die for you.' In Soul Alley some blacks

add a swift downward motion of the hand--a stroke to kill. "87 Felix

C. Anthony, the pen-name of a white officer serving in Vietnam, noted

that the most enduring form of spirit among GI's was symbolized by the

unity greeting among black soldiers. 88

The Viet Cong, as was the case with America's previous ene-

mies, attempted to capitalize on black people's disenchantment. By

1967, the Viet Cong appeared to be increasing their pace of propa-

ganda material aimed at the black soldier. In countless places in

South Vietnam, American troops encountered "signs and leaflets"

sketched for the purpose of turning black soldiers against other

American troops. 89 One leaflet written for this purpose stated that

"twenty million of your fellow countrymen in the U.S.A. are being

abused, oppressed, exploited, manhandled, murdered by racist

8 7 Ibid.

8 8 Felix C. Anthony, "The Pound, A New Unity, " America,
124 (February 13, 1971), 147-148.

8 9 "Action at Dakto," Newsweek, 70 (November 20, 1967),

79.
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authorities." Still another pleaded, "You are committing the same

ignominious crime in South Vietnam as the K. K. K. clique is perpe-

trating against your family at home. " 90

Although there is no available evidence to indicate that a sub-

stantial number of black soldiers defected in the course of the Vietnam

crisis, there is, however, ample evidence which indicates that

numerous black military personnel questioned the logic of America's

policy of insuring Democracy in Vietnam while maintaining a policy

of discrimination in America. The. main significance of the Vietnam

era of Afro-American protest was not how many black soldiers defected

but rather the magnitude with which American black political activists

attempted to build a power base allied to the entire "Third World"

which included the Vietnamese. Politically at home, the "Third

World" unity idea among blacks seemed to have had more support

during the Vietnam conflict than at any other previous conflict.

The claim has been made that black American fighting men

are no different from other fighting men. However, because of the

historical experience of the Afro-American in the United States and

the growing identity with non-whites, America may have produced a

unique soldier, one who at times may identify with America because

90
"Greeting from Victor Charlie, Propaganda Aimed at the

Negro Fighting Man," Time, 91 (January 19, 1968), 20-21.
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he must and with non-whites because he can. 91 This double identity

is the result of what W. E. B. DuBois has called the duality of the

Afro-American. DuBois described the black man as being both "an

American and a Negro"; therefore, he is said to possess "two souls,

two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings, two warring ideals in one

dark body. . . ."92 All available evidence on black attitudes toward

participation in American military conflicts tends to support this

duality theme.

The Vietnam War brought a twist to the United States' policy

toward the Afro-American community. In previous wars there had

been a disinclination on the part of the government to call on the black

community during early stages of conflict; but such hesitation by the

government did not exist in the case of Vietnam. In fact, charges

were made that blacks received more than their share of combat duty

assignments. Afro-American casualties, dead and wounded, made

up a considerable percentage of the entire losses of American mili-

tary forces. As early as 1966, figures revealed that 16 per cent of

American deaths in Vietnam were those of blacks. In the army Afro-

91"Negro's Bright Badge of Courage," Reader's Digest, 91
(August, 1967), 60.

9 2 William Edward Burghardt DuBois, The Soul ofBlack Folk
(1903; reprinted, Greenwich: Fawcett Publication, Inc. , Fawcett

Premier Book, 1961), p. 17.



107

American casualties were almost 20 per cent and among enlisted men

they accounted for around 25 per cent. 93 In one combat unit, the

101st crack 1st Brigade, blacks made up around 33 per cent of the

military body. According to one source, many blacks were found to

be assigned to front line duty, and "wise cracking GI's referred to

these sectors as 'Brotherville or Soulville. '1"94 The 101st's "Five

0 Deuce" (502nd Battalion) was "one of the most decorated units in

Vietnam." Although this unit was half black and the Recondo Squad

was "90 per cent Black, . . . a noticeable absence of Black officers"

existed. 95 As of July 1, 1967, there were 380 combat battalion com-

manders in Vietnam, of which only two were black. While blacks

were stationed at more combat duty areas, the United States appeared

to be continuing to maintain a policy of discrimination in combat lead-

ership positions. By 1967, the black death rate in combat totaled

96
22.4 per cent. These figures reveal the burden of the load

9 "How Negro Americans Perform in Vietnam, " U.S. News
and World Report, 61 (August 15, 1966), 60.

94"Birdman with Black Rifles! Tough Screaming Eagles
Paratroopers Bear Brunt of Jungle Action in Vietnam," Liberty,

October, 1966, p. 37.

95 Ibid., p. 42.

96 K. H .Purnell, "Negro in Vietnam," Nation, 205

(July 3, 1967), 10.
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the Afro-American community was carrying in the United States war

efforts, especially when one considers that blacks made up only 11 per

cent of the United States total population.

Changes did occur in Afro-American life as a direct result

of the Vietnam War. The war modified conditions within American

society for black Americans as other wars had done; however, many

of these gains were no more permanent or real than those gained dur-

ing previous American wars. The labor situation did improve, but

the post-Vietnam era slump in America's economy has for the most

part eradicated the gains.

For example, a noticeable change in the labor market devel-

oped toward the end of 1966 as the Vietnam War signaled the arrival

97
of manpower shortages in a few occupations. The war stimulated

production, which engulfed the Afro-American community in its

efforts to find gainful employment. Changes in black unemployment

rates as reported by the Forward Times, in an article entitled,

"Joblessness Sharply Decreasing in Black Area, " maintained that

1968 witnessed the drop among Afro-American unemployment from

9. 2 per cent the previous year to 6. 9 per cent. Unemployed among

low-income people dropped from 447, 000 in 1967 to 384, 000 in 1968.

9 7 Pittsburgh Courier, November 20, 1966.
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Among other things the war took manpower from the labor market by

making soldiers of young men, thus decreasing the labor demand. The

jobless rate for blacks "during the month of March, 1969, was

reported at 5. 7 per cent, the lowest since the Korean War period,

whereas 1. 9 per cent was "the unemployment rate for adult men" in

general. The record low for all adult men was set in December, 1968,

at 1. 8 per cent. 98 Another benefit for the black worker came when

in 1967 alone eleven states enacted laws attempting to curtail discrimi-

nation in employment. In addition over five hundred state labor laws

were enacted during this same year.

Black protest during the Vietnam crisis led to a personal

appeal by President Johnson to the selective service system to

improve the representation of minorities on local boards. 100

Reports issued in January, 1968, also indicated gains in the repre-

sentation of blacks serving on local draft boards. The number of

Afro-Americans performing this duty rose from 278 in 1965 to 504 in

1966, thus showing an increase of almost 100 per cent in one year. 101

9 8 Ibid., March 29, 1968.

9bid. , January 27, 1968.

1 0 0 NewYork Times, May 4, 1967, pp. 1, 20.

1 0 1 Pittsburgh Courier, January 27, 1968.
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Even states of the deep South showed some sign of responding

to the appeal for unity and change in America's hour of need. In

Louisiana, for example, Governor John J. Keither increased the

minority representation on local draft boards from zero to twenty-

three. Arkansas, with its seventy-eight local draft boards, announced

that blacks were serving on approximately thirty-five, but there were

governors who still wished to maintain the status quo. Such was the

case in Alabama and Mississippi. Governors Lurleen Wallace of

Alabama and Paul B. Johnson of Mississippi stood fast in their desire

to restrict Afro-Americans from serving on draft boards in their

respective states. 102 In the North some changes occurred, but dis-

crimination persisted. In Pennsylvania, minority representation on

draft boards increased from fourteen to thirty-nine, and in New York

City there was an increase of over 300 per cent. 103

Thus it can be seen that America's various military con-

flicts have produced some changes in the position of Afro-Americans.

Nevertheless, these events have not enabled black Americans to

become a part of the mainstream of American life. White American

policies governing the Afro-American community may have produced

10 2 Ibid.

1 0 31bid.
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a nation within a nation, a group of Americans who are finding more

and more common ground with non-white nations of the world than

they have been able to find with white Americans in their many years

of attempting to become a part of the American melting pot.

Improvements in education and in mass communications have enhanced

the level of self-awareness among blacks. These developments in

turn have added impetus to the growth of black internationalism.

Blacks have continued to explore means whereby their status

within America could be improved. However, the American system

of democracy, no matter how it is defined, has not brought the promise

of the American dream to any significant number of non-white people.

The inability of America to implement this promise in the Afro-

American community has been an element of weakness in which

America's enemies have found profit and which, in all probability,

they will continue to exploit.

For two centuries now some elements in the black community

have questioned whether or not what is good for white Americans is

also good for black Americans. Segments of the black community

have raised such questions since the American revolution when black

Americans chose sides according to whether they believed the British

or the Revolutionaries were the more sincere in their offers of

opportunity to blacks. Throughout the nation's subsequent history
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some segments of the black community have not believed it in the

best interests of black Americans to participate in America's military

struggles. Thus, black opposition to participation in the Vietnam

conflict does not in itself represent a change in attitudes in the black

c ommunity. If there is any unique aspect to black opposition to the

Vietnam conflict, as compared with previous opposition to American

military engagements it is in the increased tendency of black oppon-

ents of the conflict to view themselves as part of the so-called "third

world": an alignment of non-whites the world over against all whites.

However, even this aspect of black protest has its roots at least as

far back as World War II.
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