AN ANALYSIS OF COMMUNITY ATTITUDES TOWARD THE BOWIE HEWS

AS A NEWS~ADVERTISING MEDIUM

THE2IS

Presented to the Graduate Council of the
Horth Texas State University 1n Partisl

Fulfillment of the Requirements

For the Degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

By

James Daniel Whitfleld, B. J.

Denton, Texas

May, 1977

279
NG [

NS AES



Whitfield, James Daniel, An Analysis of Community

Attitudes Toward the Bowie News as g News-Advertising Medium.

Master of Arts (Journalism), May, 1977, 72 pp., 7 tables,
1 figure, bibliography, 11 titles.

This study measured attitudes of newspaper staff members,
advartisara, subscribers, and power structure members toward

the Bowle News a3 a news and advertising medium. Three

hypotheses were tested: that members of the power structure

would have & more favorable attlitude toward the Bowle News

than other readers; that the Bowle News would pléy an actlive

role as an instrument of the power structure; and that all
four publics would differ in their perception of the newspaper's
role in getting information to the community.

The hypotheses were tested by a t test and rejected.
Publics! attitudes were homogeneous., It was concluded that the

Bowlie News reflects consensug opinlon within the community and

is a trusted news source.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Community newspapers are an integral part of the social
and economic life of their communities, They interrelate |
within the community as a major source of local news and as
a vehicle for advertising by local businesses, and they help
develop a senso of communlty by recording events in the
local area through use of stories, pictures and announcements
about local people and events that would not normally appear
elsewhere. Community newspapers fregquently strive to serve
the welfare and progresa of their communities through such
devices as business and trade promotion and by serving as a
forun for discussion of local problems.

The Bowie News flts this description. Published twice
a weelk, on Sunday end Thursday, i% has a circulation of
approximately 3,800 each edition., The Thursday edition is
larger than the Sunday edition because asdvertisers use the
Thursday edition to reach weekend shoppers., The number of
pages on Thursday ranges from twenty to thirty; on Sunday,
generally ten.

Bowie, a city of about 5,300 people, according to
unofficial 1975 pepulation estimates,l is the largest

i@ex&s Almansc and State Industrial Guide 1976~1977
(Dallas, 1975), P 336.




community in Montague County. It is roughly midway between
Denton and Wichita Fells along Highway 287. A rwal com-
munity, Bowie nevertheless is a trade center. Its businesses

edvertise almost exclusively in the Bowle News, providing the

bulk of the newspaper's income, and on & local radio station.

Statement of the Problem

Students of the press, as well as professional journallsts,
are aware that Journalists and their readers frequently differ
on lasues regarded &s important to the well-belng of the press
and the community. In addition, newspaper readers belong to
several apecific pubiics, each of which judges the newspaper
differently, in accordance with lts own attitudes. The study
posed these questions:

What are the underlying attitudes of specific community
publics toward the Bowie News? Specifically, is it trusted as

a source of news by its publi&s?

Are its advertisements eonéidered honest by its publics?

Do its publics consider the newspaper a trusted watchdog
for tﬁa community's best interests agalnst those who may strive
for undue political, social, or economic power?

The study gauged the newspaper's effectiveness as & source
of local news and advertising and measured attitudes of each

public toward the Bowle News, The purposes of the study were

1. To determine whether differences in attitudes

toward the newspsper exist among four separate publics:



the newspaper's staff, advertlsers, subscribers, and com~
munity political-civic leaders hereinafter referred to as
the power structure.

2. To determine to what degree each of these publics
differs in its perception of the role of the newspaper in
gserving the welfare and progress of the community.

3. 7o determine to what extent each public i= satis~

fied with the Bowle News as a source of communlty news,

opinion, and advertising.

Hypotheses

Studies of community power structure by Floyd Hunter,
Claire W, Gilbert, and other aociologists‘and pollitical
scientists found that newspapers tend toc serve the interests
of the community's power structure in helping formulate and
maintain public opinion. Hunter found th#t on gome subjects
the press plays a major role in getting information fto the
public for discussion, and is a means for distributing the
power structure's propaganda.z Gilbert found that "political
sclentists often conslider newspapers an important element in
a community political system."3

The following three propositions were hypothezized:

Hypothesis One: Members of the power structure would

have a more lavorable sttitude toward the Bowle News than

. )aFloyd Hunter, Community Power 3tructure (Chapel Hill,
1953).

BGlaire W. Gilbert, Community Power Structure {(Gaines-
ville, 1972), p. 181.




those readers not included wlithin the community's power
structure.

Hypothesis Two: The Bowie News would play an active

role, serving as an institution of the power structure, in
promoting the power structure's leadership.

Hypothesis Three: All four publlcs would have dif-
ferent attitudes toward what they perceive to be the news~

paper's role in getting information to the community.

Related Studies

Research articles, theses and books have probed pro-.
ducer and consumer attitudes toward community newspapers.
In his unpublished thesis, James M. Fisher found that 1)
the attitudes of communities are congruent to the attitudes
of editors and publishers, and 2) community attitudes must
maintain this eonsistancy-u

Litersture on community power structure is expanding,
especially in the fields of sociology and peolitical sclence.

A pioneering work was Floyd Hunter's Community Power

Structure. 4 doctoral dissertation published by the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Press inm 1953, it established the
reputational approach to determining power structure. This
reputational approach consists of asking a panel of judges
to ranke-order individuals who, in esdch judge's opinion, are

the most influential persons from the point of view of

brames M. Fisher, “"The Effects of Community snd Editor-
Publisher Attitudes on the Community Weekly Newspaper,"
Journalism Abstracts, (1972), p. 107.




ability to lead others. Those mentioned most often are
interviewed. Each is presented the list of persons that
was compiled and is asked to rank-order thosze on the list
and to add to it as appropriate., Persons chosen consis-
tently are considered members of the power structure.s

A basic criticism leveled at Hunter's reputational
approach is that 1t did not necessarily isolate influentlial
individuals and the degree to which they are powerful in
different lssue areas.é Robert Dahl and Edward Banfield
published separate studies in 1961 that avoided this weakneas
by a decisional method of determining power structure, Less
explicit in their methods than Hunber, they combined mater-
fals from newspapers, documents, interviews and participant
observation., Their analysis of these materials, recon-
structing specific decisions, permits thelr methodology to
bg called decislonal.’

C. W. Gilbert, en expert on power structure, examined
the relationship between politics and newspapers.a Terry
Nichols Clark reviewed urban research into community power
atructure and included a comprehensive bibliography of this

research.9

SHunter, op. eit., p. 62.

6Terry Bichols Clark, Community Power and Pollcy
Qutputs (Beverly Hills, 1973), PP. 8-29.

TIbid., Ps 29

8ailbert, op. cit., Pe 19.
9ciark, op. oit., pp. 83-98.



Five research articles published 1ln Journalism Quarterly
examined attitudes toward newspapers by producers and_readebs.
These are "The Community Press as Percelved by Its Edltors
and Readers," by Bradley 8. Greenberg, &n examination inte
the relationship between the local weekly newspaper and the
daily newspaper whose sphere of distribution, exploitation,
or interest encompasses the weekly;lo "producer/Consumer
Perceptions of the Function of the Deily Newspaper,® by
Kenneth Starck, an examination Into differences of opinion
concerning the function of the press iIn soclety as perceived
by newspaper perscnnel in policy-making positions and se-
;ected newspaper readers;ll "How Newsmen and Readers Perceive
Bach Cthers' Story Preferences," by Erwin Atwood, & factor
analysis of differences in attitude toward story preferences
between newsmen and readers; 12 "Attitude Toward the Press as
8 Functlon of Interests," by Philip Anast, & factor analysis
6f responses to 130 statements about news story content

igolated into four oclusters;>> and "The Weskly Newspaper!'s

| 1OBrad1ey_S. Greenberg, "The Community Press as Perw
ceived by Its Editors and Readers," Journallsm Quarterly,

1lgenneth Starck, "Producer/Consumer Perceptions of the
Function of the Daily Rewspaper," Journslism Quarterly, LI
(Winter, 1974), 570-576.

12Erwin Atwood, "How Newsmen and Readers Perceive Each
Others'! Story Preferences," Journslism Guarterly, XLVII
{Summer, 1970), 296-302.

13pni11p Anast, "Attitude Toward the Press as a Function
ofézngeresbs,“ Journalism Quarterly, XXXVIII (Suwmmer, 1961),
376-3060.




Leadership Role," by Alex 8., Edelstein and J. Blaine Schulz,
a study of attitudes by jourmalists and a community's power
structure toward a weekly newspaper!s leadership role in its

community.lh

Justification
By its measurement of community attitudes toward the

Bowie Newsg, this study can provide publishers and editors

in other communities a better understanding of thelr role

ag jourmelists. If too close an identificatlon with specilal
interest groups can be determined, steps may be taken to
reorient a newspaper more toward its community as a whole,
making 1t more representative of, and.mare trusted within,

its community. The example of the Bowle News, a twice

weekly newspaper in a rural community of approximately 5,300
population, can be applied to numerous other weekly and
twice weekly newspapers in the state, Fublishers and staff
members of those newspapers, if willing, cen apply the
results of the study to thelr own newspapers and communitles
in an effort to make their newspapers more representative

of the community as a whole. The genersal public would
benefit through closer identiflcation with, and trust in,

a potentially important vehicle for promoting the com=

munity's economic and social welfare., 1In a respected

Uptex 8. Edelstein and J. Blaine 8chulz, "The Weekly
Newspaper's Leadership Role," Journslism Quarterly, XL
(Fall, 1963), 565-5ThL.




newspaper, advertising should acquire increased believe
ability.

This study can serve as a model for future studies
of weekly and dally newepapers in the atate to determine
their degree of Influence with defined publics and to make
these newspapers more effective vehicles for promoting their

community's economic and soclal welfeare,

Definition of Terms

A major public studied was the power atructure. The
study considered the power structure as comprising those
individualas within the community who control or contribute
actively to the decision-making process on issunes affecting
the community and who help determine local policy-making.

The public advertisers comprised the fifteen top
advertisers in the Bowle Newz ad determined by total

advertising volume during 1975.

The public subscribers comprised all readers paying for
8 subsceription to the newspaper at the time research began
end whose names were on the active subscriber files in the
newspaperts clrculation department.

The hewepapar gtaff comprised all editorial and adver~-

tising personnel, and office staff.

Limitations
The study did not include & content analysis of the

Bowle News. Instead, it measured perceptions of the newspaper's



role by each of the four defined publics. A questiann&irels
was used to survey these publics im order to determine
community reactions to the newspaper, newspaper staff
members' attitudes toward thelr role within the commumity,

end the newspapert!s soclal and economic functions.

Methodology

Information about attitudes toward the newspaper was
cbtained from newspaper steff members, subscribers, and
advertisers and members of the power structure as determined
by the reputational approach,

Weaknesses of the reputational approach, specifically
its fallure to measure degrees of influence, were discounted
for thelr effect upon the study because the study was not an
attempt to meaasure the power structure's influence within
Bowle., The only need in determining tﬁs power structure wasa
to isolate its members into a specific publie in order %o
gauge their attitudes toward the Bowle News.

To determine who belonged to the power structure, lists
of membership in local political, civic, and social organ-
izations were obtained from a person responsible for main-
taining a role of members. Two judges, selected at random
from each of these llsts, were asked to rank-order whom:they
considered to be the ten most imporfant persons on the lists,

Bach Judge waz asked to add to his 1ist any names that he

15&96 appendix,
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thought belonged there. Names appearing most frequently
on the judges® lists were categorized as members of the
power structure.

The questionnaire was used to survey each public., It
was distributed to the fifteen major advertisers, the ten
leading wmembers of the power structure, all newspaper staff
members and a sample of every nth subscriber selected from
the newspaper's subscriber list to gain a sample of five
per cent of subscribers.

The questionnaire was composed of elght peges and
included closed~ended statementa and a seven-polint semantic
differential. Three independent factors or dimensions of
individual judgments were measured on the semantic dif-
ferential toward these concepts: an evaluative (or at-
titudinal) factor represented by such scales a&s fair-unfalr;
a potency"factar by such scales as feeble-vigorous; and an
activity factor by such scales &s fast-glow. Closed-ended
statements sought individuel opinicns about the newspaper.
These consisted of subjective statements followed by a
Likert-type scale ranging from strongly agree to strongly
disagree., A t-test was used to determine the significance

of difference in means among the four publics.

Orgenization
The study is organized as follows: Chapter I, Intro-
duction; Chapter II, & History of Bowle and the News;
Chepter III, comparisoné on GlosedQEnded Statements;
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Chapter IV, Comparisons Between Groups on Conceptual Struc-

tures; Chapter V, Summary and Conclusions,



CHAPTER II
A BISTORY OF BOWIE AND THE NEWS

The railroads created Bowie. Its founding in 1882 and
the rapld development that allowed Bowle to outgrow older
Montague County communltles were "due entirely to the
coming of the railrcad.*l

Bowle was built around the intersection of two rail-
roads: the Fort Worth and Denver City Railway and the
Chicago and Rock Island Rallroad. The first traln reached
Bowie on July 1, 1382, and Bowlie remained a railhead for
gseveral months after construction of the Fort Worth and
Denver City Rallway progressed to Wichite Falls, By 1883,
the town had a populstion of 1,100 permanent residents, most
of whom earned thelr living in trade and marketing.z

~ Bowle's growth was rapid‘. The first poat office was
established on August 2&, 1882.3 The older nearby com-
munity of Queen's Peak, unable tq compete economically with
more strategiaally located Bowle, moved to the new town

"buildings and al1,"4

1
Jeff 8, ﬁenderson, editor, 100 Years in Hontague
County (Saint Jo, 1958), p. 1.

®Ibid., p. 3.
3Bow;e News, July 24, 1958, Sec. 12, p. 1.
hﬁenderson, op. cit., p. 3.

12
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Although Bowie was fomded in 1882, it was officlally
incorporated on October 29, 1883. The first bank was
founded in 1890 and a second b#nk opened in 1892, the seme
yoar the Rock Island and Gulf Rallrocad came through Bowie,
sperking the economic surge that made it the largeat town
in Montague Coanty.s Trade and marketing were important in
Bowle frcp its founding, with fifty business houses open
by July 1, 1882. This permanent business community gave
Bowle the stabillty to survive after it ceased to be a
railhaad.é
| Contributing to Bowie's stability was an Influx of
churches, around which centered the town's civic life, 4
Methodist Church was organized on September 29, 1881.7
Th;s was followed by the First Baptist Church on December
2y, 1882;°
and the First Christian Church in 1886. This latter church

the First Presbyterian Church on June 15, 1884;

contained the city's first bapbiétry, which was used by the
other churches for several years,?

Bowle'!'s economic and soclal stability attracted

newspaper publishers. In 1883 the Bowie Cross Timbers

S;EEQ': p. 5

®Bowte News, July 2, 1958, Sec. 9, pp. 1-2.
TBowie News, July 24, 1958, Sec. 12, p. 2.
8powie News, July 24, 1958, 8ec. 8, P. 7.

9Bowie News, July 2, 1958, Sec. 12, pp. 3=l
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began publication., It was Jolined in 1891 by the Bowie
Blede, which was originally called the Zearch Light., The
Cross Timbers ceased publication 1imn 1911 or 1912 and the
Blade's owners bought 1ts equipment. The Blade 1tself was
g0ld in 1923, but continued publishing until 1948.%0
Publishing, trade and marketlng were supplemented by
menufacturing industries in the last years of the nineteenth
century. Perhaps the first end most important induatry in
Bowie was a brick kiln founded in 1883, These bricks were
a major source of building materials in the rapidly growing
town. An ice plant opened about the same time, and cotton
gins, cotton compresses and a cotton oll mill added to
Bowle's 1nduatry.11
Additianal agriculture~oriented industries emerged as
King Cotton began his reign., The economic life of Bowle

12 a8 a flour mill,

gradually became tled to sgriculture
a processing plant and a poultry ranch Joined the cotton-
spawned industries,l3

Agriculture began to decline at the turn of the cen~-
tury, but the dlscovery of oil in the Ranger fleld gave &

new boost to Bowle's economic life. Pump stations were

O1pig,, p. 1.
Mgenderson, ope cite, Pe 9,
128 owte News, July 24, 1958, Sec. 9, p. 2.

1Henderson, op. cit., p. 9.
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built by several oil companies, and the railroads passing
through Bowie were major carriers of oil. This stable
new industry supplied jobs and helped Bowle's businesses
o prosper.lu

Bowie's early cultural pursuits resulted from the town's
prosperity. To attract trade from outside Bowle the early
merchants supported a band that gave many concerts in Bowle,
in opera house was bullt, but it was auperae&ed by & motion
ploture theater built in 1909, In the 1920s the city entered
what can be called its modern ers, as & municipal power
plant, & city auditorium, asnd a hospital were built. Highways
were blacktopped, and a bus station was established.ls

The 1920a8 were the beginning of the modern era for

Bowie's newspapera, The forerunner of the Bowle News was

first published in 1921 by Robert Murphy. Thle newspaper,

the Bowie Booster, competed with the Bowie Blade for readers

and advertising. In the late 1930s Lum Lovetie purchased the

files and subscription 1list of the Bowle Booster, bought new
16

printing equipment, and changed the name to the Bowie News.

Bowle, like the rest of the nation, suffered from
depression during the 1930s and survived on federal and

state ald., The Works Progress Administration built the

luﬂenderson, op. cit., pp. 1l-13.
151pid.
lbpowie News, July 29, 1971, p. 3.
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present Amon G. Carter Lake asnd estsablished a sewing center
that employed many local women. The Civilian Conservation
Corps employed youths for soll conservation projects, and -
other federal agencies and state financlal assistance pro-
vided relief to help offset the loss of jobs in private
industry.

World War II and the production of oll in the immediate
Bowle area ended the depression. By 1943 moré than sixty
drilling rigs were active around Bowle. New business and
industries allied to the oil industry moved in. The Con-
tinental 0il Company established district headquarters in
Bowie and numerous well service compaiies located in the
city.17 Bowle's population grew from 3,131 in 1930 to 5,002
by 1950. This influx of new residents caused a bullding boom
&8 new houses were constructed, a shopping center was built
and older bulldings were remodaled.18

Bowle's newspaper werse changing during this period

of rapid growth. Coy Perry bought the Bowle Newa from

Lovette in the early 1940s and introduced format and typo-
graphic changes whlle boosting advertising volume as the
revitalized oll lndustry gesred up for World Wer II, He
8old the peper to Mark Campbell, who in turn sold it on
December 30, 1943, %o Mr, and Mrs. H. I. Trout. The Trouts

17Handerson, op. cit., p. 13.

laBowie News, July 24, 1968, Sec. 9, p. 2.
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published the Bowie News for ten yeers until April, 1953,
when they sold it to Harlow E., Pibbetts, |
In 1948 the Bowie Blade, finding competition from the

Bowie News and a third newspaper, the Bowle Times, quit -

publishing, Tibbetts ended direct newspaper competition in
Bowie when he bought the Tlmes as well as the News. He
consolidated the papers and published seml-weekly, the Times
on Monday and the gggg on Thursday.

In September, 1951, a fire gutted the Bowlie News!

plant; Some machinery and equipment were saved, haweier,
and the newspaper was movaed to & rented building on Smythe
Street., Tibbetts bought new equipment and continued pube
11shing the newspaper until July 1, 1958, whenm he sold it

to Emerson Lynn, Jr., Lynn sold the Bowie News to Jim Winter,

the presentﬂpubliéher,win November, 1965, Winter changed

to offset printing and moved to the paper's present location
at 218 Vest Tarrant.lg He continues to publish the Bowie
News on Sunday and Thursday.

Bowie today has an estimated population of 5,754, almost
twice the population of Nocona, Montague County's second
largest city., It remains a center for agricultural-related
businesses and oil field service industries and boasts a

coomunity hospital and & nursing hcmo.zg Every June Jim

19p6wie News, July 24, 1958, Sec. 8, p.3
20Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide 1976-19717,
(Dallas, 1975), p. 336.




Bowle Days draws hundreds of visitors to Bowle to celebrate
the city's continued importance as & reglonel business |
center. Although the rallroads have declined in importance
as & link with the outside world, major highways connect
Bowle with Fort Worth to the south, Wichita Falls to the
northwest snd Gainesville to the northeasst. DBowle was
founded because two railroads Intersected there; it‘remains
an important business center with a stable population
because it is sasily accessible by highways to communities

near and far away.

18



CHAPTER Il
GROUP COMPARISONS ON CLOSED-ENDED STATEMENTS

The survey gquesticnnaire (Appendix I) was distributed
to newspaper staff members, advertisers, subscribers, and
members of the power structure between mid-May and mid-June,
1976. Those returning questionnaires fllled out completely
comprised six newspaper stalf members, thirteen advertisers,
twenty-seven subscribers, and five members of the power

structure,

Description of Method
The survey instrument consisted of two parts: thirty-two
statements and eighteen sementic differential scalea. The
statements were designed to measure attitudes toward the

Bowie News and were measured on & seven-point continuum,.

Point one indiceted strong agreement with the statement;

two indicated moderate esgreement; three indicated milad
agreement; four indicated a neutral position; five indicated
mild disagreement; six indicated moderate disagreement; and
seven indicated strong disagreement. The statements were
designed to measure four types of attitudes. The first type
related to the function of the Bowle Newa as a socially

responsible newepaper that takes sn active role in recog-
nizing problems within the community, acting as a public
19
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advocate in pointing out needed improvements (statements 16,
17, 21, 25, 32, 35, 36, 39, and 42); the second type related

to the Bowie News In a libertarian context as a newspaper

that takes a passive role in community affairs while presenting
all sides of an iseuwe in an attempt to help others make de-

cisions or reach conclusions (statements 12, 13, 1, 15, 18, 19,
20, 22, 23, 28, 3L, 37, 40, 41, end 43); the third type related

to the Bowie News as an instrument of special interest groups

used within the community to promote specific goals (statements

29, 30, 31, and 33); the fourth type related to the Bowie Hews

as an advertising medium (statements 2l} through 27).
A t-test was used to determine significance of difference
in means smong the four publics studled in order to test the

hypotheses.

Responses of Newspaper Staff Members
Questionnaires completed by the six newspaper staff
members were picked up on May 19. Farticipating in the study

were the publisher; his assistaent, who serves as advertising
manager and staff writer; an advertising selesman-reporter;
the bookkeeper; and two full-time workers in the compoaition
department. Three respondents were male and three were fe-~
male; ages rahgad from the mid-twenties to the early fifties.
All had at lesst moderate exposure to the general public while

vworking for the Bowle News.

Table I praéents staff members! responses to the statements,

renk-ordered by means, the most faverable first.
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The Bowle News &8s a News Medium

'The newspaper staff rated the Bowle Hews high as an

instrument for serving the public welfare. The newspaper
scored highest for taking the initlative in pointing up the
nead for improvement in ereas where 1t seez such a need
exists (mean = 1.17); as an adequate source of news about the
communlity (mean = 1.67); a3 an independent voice in community
affairs (mean = 1,83); as the community's most important
Instrument for bringing together &ll elements of the community
{mean = 1,83); and as informative and promoting constructive
change (mean = 1,083).

The Bowle News received moderately high ratings for timely

reporting and helping to expose crime snd corruption (mean =
2.00); for attempting to serve the welfare of the entire
community end as a trusted source of community news (mesn =
2.17); for informing readers about political developments,

as a trusted source of what happens at local meetings, and
for providing background information to help readers under«
stand events (mean = 2.33); and as an effective watchdog
againat speciﬁl interest greups that may attempt to seize too
much power within the community for themselves (mean = 2,50},

Staff members generally agreed that the Bowie Newa does

a gocd Job of reporting the news and that the newspaper ac-
tively promotes the public welfare, but they appeared to

differ in their view of the nsﬁapaper a8 free from the
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influence of special interests, as high standard deviations
to statementa 30, 31, and 33 indicate. Staff members only

mildly disagreed that the Bowie News serves the intereats of

those who wield political pawer in the community (mean = L.50
with 2.59 8D), and as & whole were neutral toward the state-

ment that thé Bowie News serves the interests of those who

wield financial power in the community (mean = §.33 with 2,42
8D). Staff members mildly agreed that at times the Bowie Hews

piéys down or drops some controverslal oplnions or news 1tems
(mean = 3.50 with 2,59 8D). Overall, staff members were

neutral in their opinions that the Bowie News serves as an

instrument of speclal interest groups. The mean response

toward statements relating to the Bowle News as an instrument

of special interest groups was 4,33, with a 2.37 standard
deviation, indicating a wide range of opinion within the
group.

Staff members rated the Bowle News almost equal in a

socially responsible context and in a libertarian context,
with average means of 2.50 and 2.45 respectively, Standerd

deviation to statements relating to the Bowle News in a

soclally responslble context and in a libertarian context

were 1.17 and 1.19 respectively.

The Bowle News 83 an Advertising Medium

Staff members rated the Bowie News high as an adver-

tiaing moedium. Two of the highest rank-ordered statements
on the advertising functlon of the newspaper were that the
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newspaper's ads ere an aid in routine shopping (mean = 1,50)
and that the newspaper is & marketplace for consumer and
seller {mean = 1,67}, The two other advertising-related

statements, that the Bowlie Hews' advertisements sare honest

and truthful (mean = 1,83) and that the Bowle News protects

its readers sagainst falae'advertising (mean = 2.00) were
nearly as high rated., Overall, staff members considered the

Bowie News an effective and trusted advertising medium. The

mean of responses to statements relating to the Bowile News

as an advertising medium was 1.75. The average standard

deviation to the four advertising-related questions was 0.99.

Reaponses of Advertisers

Questionnaires were distributed to fifteen Bowie News

advertisers during the last two weeks in May and were plcked
up during the last week in May and the first week in June,
Names of fifteen advertisers hsd been obtained from the
publisher!s assistant; those selected for the study were

ma jor puréhaaers of advertising space as determined by 1975
advertising revenues, Fourteen of the fifteen advertisers
contacted agreed to participate in the study and one &dver=
tiser who agreed to participate did not complete hls ques-
tionnaire; the incomplete questionnaire was dlscarded.
Thirteen questlonnalires wére used for final tabulation,

: BElght questionnalires were completed by males and flve
by females, OCne advertiser wes in his twentles and cne

edvertiser was more than sixty-one years old; seven advertisers
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renged in age from thirty-cne to forty-five and four from
forty-six to sixty.
Table II presents advertiser's responses to the

statements, rank~ordered by means, the most Ilavorable first.

The Bowle News as a Newa Medlum

Advertisers rated the Bowie News highest on two sug-

gested liberterian functions: the newspaper should present
both sides in a controversy (mean = 1.77) and the Bowle
gggg should report on the events after meetings are held and
others have made decisions on controverslal matters (mean =

2.23). The Bowle News scored moderately high for taking

the socially responsible position of pointing up a need for
improvement in areas where it sees such a need exists (mean =
2.31) and for promoting constructive change (mean = 2.54).

Advertisers mildly agreed with several statements
relating to the Bowle News in a libertsrlian context. The
paper was seen as an adequate source of communlty news and
83 one that informs its readers about political developments
(meen = 2,69); as informative and a trusted source of what
happens at local meetings (meankz 2.77); as attempting to
serve the welfare of the entire community, snd for offering
timely news (mean = 2,85).

Advertisers mildly disagreed with the suggestion that

the Bowle Hews should play down or drop some controversasial

opinions or news items for the good of the community (mesn =

5.08) but thiey mildly agreed that the newspaper, in fact, does
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so (mean = 3.15)., Advertisers mildly agreed that the Bowie
News is socially responsible as an effective watchdog for
the public's interests against groups that may attempt to

seize too much power (mean = 2,87) and that the Bowle News

does not represent the interests of any one group or Come
bination of special interests (mean = 3,15).

Advertisers mildly agreed, with high standard deviations,
that the Bowle News serves special interest groups within the

community. The statement that the Bowie News too often takes

only one side in a controversy wes agreed with mildly (mean =
3.00 with 1.35 SD}; advertisers divided between sgreement and

a neutral opinilon that the Bowie News represents the interests

of those who wiléld political power within the community

(mean = 3,61 with 1.61 SD) and that the Bowle News represents

the ilnterests of those who wield financial power within the
community (mean = 3.85 with 1,86 8D). Advertisers mildly
agreed that the newspaper plays down or drops some contro-
versial opinions or news items (mean = 3,15 with 1,52 SD).
Advertisers mildly agreed that the Bowie News does a

good Job of reporting the news and that the newspapay
actively promotes the public welfare, and they mildly agreod
that the Bowie News i3 used by specisl interest groups to

promote thelr ideas, slthough high standard deviations to
statements concerning the newsapaper's relationship to these
groupa indicate comsiderable disagréement among advertlsers,

The mean response toward statements relating to the Bowie
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News as an instrument of special interest groups was 3,15,
with a 1.58 standard deviation.

Advertisers'! average means relating to the Bowle News

in & socially reéponsible context and in a libertarisn cone
text were 3.16 and 2.98 respectively. Standard deviations

to statements relating to the Bowle News in a socially

responsible context and in a libertarian context were 1,19

and 1.20 respectively.

The Bowle News as an Advertising Medium

Advertisers rated the Bowle News high as an advertising

medlum. Three of the highest rank-ordered functions of the
newspaper were that the newspaper's ads are an aid in routine

shopping (mean = 2.38); that the Bowie News' advertisements

are honest and truthful (mean = 2,54); and that the Bowile
News 1s a marketplace in which consumer and seller are
brought together (mean = 2.61), The fourth advertising-

relating statemenﬁ, that the Bowie News protects its readsrs

against false advertising, was not as high rated (mean = 2.92)
as the other advertising-related statements, Average mean
for the four advertising-related statements was 2.61. Standard

deviation to the four statements was 1,08,

Responses of Subscribers
Seventy-two questionnaires were mailed %o subscribers

sslected at random from the Bowle News' subscription list.

Iwo separate samplings were taksn, the'first sampling of
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every twentieth subscriben, beginning with the eighth name
on the list; and the second; of every twentieth subscriber,
beginning with the thirteenth name on the 113@. The seventy-
two names selected represented sbout ten per cent of the

subscribers to the Bowle News.,

Questionnaires were mailed during late May and early
June. Twenty-seven were completed and returned in accordance
with lnstructions on the questionnaire and in a cover letter
enclosed with the questionnaire (Appendix II). Sizteen res-
pondents were male and sleven were femals: eighteen were 61
years and older; five were from forty-six to sixty yesrs;
two were from twenty-two to thirty years; and one was from
thirty-one to forty-rive years,

Table III presents subscribers! responses to the state-

ments, rank-ordered by means, the mést favorable first,

Ihe Bowie News as & Hews Medium
Two suggested libertarian functions were rated highest

by subseribers: that the Bowie News should report on events

after meetings are held snd decisions are reached by others
on controversial matters (mean = 1.85), and that the Bowie
News should present both sides in s controversy (mean = 2,07).
Statements relating to the newspaper in a socially responsible
context generally were rated as highly as statements relating

to the Bowie News in & libertarian context, but, with cne

exceptlon, subscribers were mildiy favorable towerd the Bowie

News on the statements. Thsat exception was that the Bowie



36

0L*2 £0°T . *Fursigaeape
_ °sT8J 9sulwde saepwsex 37 sq00q0ad SMON oTHMOg oYy g
# €92 TTULeo *aey3e80q qubnoaq ede JeTTes pus
JOUNSUOD YOTUM UT eosTdjoasw 8 8] SMOKN eTMOG oYy Ji
65°2 TO°T *8aTBIJE
£y tunumos Ul eoyoa juepusdeput uUs sT SMER SIMOg OUJ 9
qgz €T .aoﬁamnhhmw:wmﬁ:mxaho esodxe sdiey EMey e1MOg oyg q
# £C*2 LO*T "B48TX® peeu w [yons
£008 31 odoUM €w¥eJIw UT JUEWeACIdM] JOJ peeu (3401
dn Butjutod ug SATIBTITUT €Ul SeXy] SMON S8TMOg ouf L
# QT2 260 *3urddoys ourgnoa
£fm uy ow pie o3 EJUSHOS T3 I0APE SMOY O[MOg osn T £
% L0°2 26°0 | __*Aegsaoaquod
® U} sepTs ujoq quesedd pinoys SMOy etTMog syy, z
98°T G6*0 *8J0499uW TETRIGACIJUOD UO
SUOTSI06p 6p¥W ¢ABY BI040 PUR PToY oJe sFUTjeem
d03J8 S3UeAS Y3 UO jaodex pThoys EMOR O TMOg &YL 1
useR uotiegaeQ qusmelejy JOpIn
pJaepueg g : -qusy

HOIOSW DNISILUAAGY ONV SMEN V SV SHAN S1ROS JHIL O
DORILVTHY SINIWAIVIS NO SNVEW (SNIGTHOSENS J0 HHTHO-ANYY

III #1ava



37

6Q°2 S0*T *LqTunumoo eJpgue oy3 Jo saseJe3Uy
iseq ey3 eaxes o3 sqdumegqw Lijseuocy 9T ‘xoyywa
{s3sedejuy Tetoads Jo uor3BUTGWOD Jo dnoa¥ suo Luw
4O 83FSaeqUT ox; juessaded 30U soop THMON oTHOY oYy
6g8°¢e gz2°1 > gMou
o L9 yumummod Jo eoanos pessnay ® BT SHOY eTMOg oYy
C6g°2 e T *eaTjemIoIUT ST SMER STMOY ouz| 2T
% 692 92°1 * £ Tunmmoo oyg
o . 3noqe sMeu Jo 9oanos ejenbeps we sT SMey o{MOg vy, 1T
gLz gz° 1 *Ayouwry s SHON GTAOQ euy uy smey| o7
L2 ofi*t *seaATesmoyq oy Jemod L3 Tmumoo |
Jyonm 004 aztes of gdmezgw Lem 2vyy sdnoad JIo130
pue sdnoaBd 1worgarrod qsUTRTFE 8q8ede3uT ,s8o07rqnd
4l JoJ Bopyosem ©AT3003J0 UW ST SMEN SsTMOg ouy
Ri*2 60°'T *e3usyo eAT3onIgsUCO seqowoad FMER STROG eug
WLz €2°1 *BIO34¥W TRISIOAOIJUOD WO
ONEm SXSYL0 SUOISTOSP eyl Jo puw sFulreom 18007 9%
sueddey 38UM JO ©0JNO0S pegsnay v BT 8MO eTmMog oyg
Lz 90°T *£3 Janmmoo eJjaue
U3 Jo eaeJTeM eyq eages o3 sqdwesyw SMey GTMOY ey, 6
wes)R HoTaRtASQ] jusWeq By 10pJIp
paepusag ~3uey

penutiuon~-I11I1 HIGVY



38

25°¢ SS9 1 *EWSg T sSMeU JO SUOTULdO TRTSJILACJIGUCD
- smcs sdoap J0 umop sdetd BMey oyMOg 6Y3 SeWTy 3Y 6T
#2 gli* ¢ 9L*1 *aouusH ussiqaeduocu B Ul L4 TUnWmIOS
eTOYM oyj JO SBODPT OU3 S300TJOJ SMOj OTMOY OUL gt
2 €C°C 6€°T _ *8qUeA® puwjsJIopPUn Saepwod drey
- 03 UOT}RWIOIUT PuhoIBNIeq sepTAoad SMEN STMOg oUT LT
22°¢ €51 *BMON OTMOT OUJ UT PBaX T 38UM GASTIeq uUBD J
gere 05°1 *Buiuteqaoque wT SMOY OLMOY OUT 91
Lo°¢€ 12t *eqydTd TTATO
5,9U0LJ049 JO UBIPIENE ¥ €% pOAIes BMOY OTMOT oYL at
fo-¢€ 611 AL LENEL]
pug 450UOY ©J8 SMON 6LMOg 6US UT S4UomWeS[qJ0ADY
o€ gt _ ‘uorgeztuedao a0 dnodad swo Lus jo
8380a03UT TeToeds 6Y¥Y OAJIOS J0U S0P SMON STMOY OUL 1
262 ol Tt *£q Tunmmoo eyg
. Jo squemeTe 118 Jeygedog FulBuraq J037 gueuwnJggsuy
jusjaodwy gsow ®,4qiUnwECo Yq ST SMON O[MOg oyjf €T
usey | uoraBIAG] JUeWe B8 Q X9pIp
-Huey

paspuely

peauTuon~~-IIT HIgVL



39

G0°'0>d ‘eangonags Jemod UYITM 2uedTITUS[E UBOW 4w
G00>d ‘zyeap godudsmou yyiIam quesTITUdTs ugol =

2e*n 6€°T *f3Tunmmoo 9y3 uy Iomod {B8TOUBULI PTOIM OuM
o503 JO 231§56J93UT oY4q sguesesdea sMoy ejmog ety
2zt 0G°'1 *fqTunumoo eyy uy aemod [eorgrrod PIeIs oum
esoy3 Jo Bgsedequl syj squesegded sMoy ¢ TMOg oYy 2e
Lo*h 19°T * £3I0A029U0D
B Ul OpTF OUWO ATUO soXEB] BMOY STMOg 913 U3 JO 00
Lo*h 60°2 *£3THOMUOO @JTIUS SUY JO
poed eyg JoJ sWesT sMeu J0 suotutdo 18ISISA0I3HOD
emiog doap J0 umop ALeT1d pInoys EMON @TMOg oYL 12
69°€ oT2 e “esarerze
‘ . Ay tunmioo uo uoTuido ws Buisseadxe ploaw pInoys
pue s908y eyj juesead LTUO PTROUE SMEN oTMOg oYy o2
uesy QOTEBTAS(Q quewWe] By g 18P0
pJaspusly -Ruey

penuijuon~-I7T FIGVE



140

News takes the initiative in pointing up the need for
improvement in areas where 1t sees a need exists (mean = 2.33),
& rating indicating moderate agreement. Subscribers mildly

agreed that the Bowle News helps expose crime and corruption

(mean = 2,55); that the Bowie News protects 1ts readers

ageinst false advertising (meam = 2,70); that the Bowie Neus

promotes constructive change (meen = 2,74); that the Bowle
News is an effective watchdog against groups that may attempt
tc eelze too much power in the community (mean = 2.7h); and
that the newspaper serves as a guardian of everyone's civil
rights (mean = 3.07).

Subscribers rated the newspaper highest in a liber-
tarian context as an independent volce in community affairs
(mean = 2.59); for informing readers about political develop-
ments (mean = 2.63); as.a:trusted source of commumity news
and for attempting'to serve the welfare of the entire com?
munity (mean = 2,74); as a timely news source (mean = 2,78);
as an adequate source of news (mean = 2,85); as an informative
and trusted news source (mean = 2,89); and as the community's
most important instrument for bringing together all alemanté
of the community (mean = 2,92).

The ngie News was lower rated for entertainment value

and overall believebility (mean = 3.22); for providing back-
ground information about events (mesn = 3,33); and for re-
flecting the ideas of the whole community in & nonpsrtisan

manner {(mean = 3.48). Subscribers mildly agreed with, or wers
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neutral toward, statements that implied the Bowie News

gerves &s an instrument of special interest groups. State-
ments that the newspaper represents the interesta of those
who wield political and financial power in the commanity were
disegreed with more strongly than were any other statements
(mean = }.22)., Subscribers were neutral toward the statement

that too often the Bowie News takes only one side in a cone

troversy (mean = 4,.07), and mildly agreed that at times the

Bowie News plays down or drops soms controversial opinions

or news items (mean = 3,51). Subscribers mildly agreed that

the Bowie News does mot reﬁresant the interests of any one

group or combination of special interests but, instesd,
honestly attempts to serve the best intereszts of the entire
comuunity (mean = 2,89), Overall, subscribers were neutral

in their opinions that the Bowis News serves as an instrument

of special interest groups. The mean response toward state-

ments relating to the Bowie News as an instrument of specisl

interest groups was h.bo, with a 1.51 steandard deviation.

Subscribers rated the Bowie News almost equal in a

soclally responsible context and in a libertarian context,
with averaege means of 2.8% and 2.87 respectively. Standard

deviastion to statements relating to the Bowie News in a

soclally responsible context and im a libertarisn context

vere 1.30 and l1.32 respectively,
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The Bowie News as an Advertising Medium

Subscribers rated the Bowie News moderately high as

an advertising medium, Highest rated was the statement that

the Bowie News is an aid in routine shopping (mean = 2.18);

second rated was the statement that the newspaper is a
marketplace in which consumer and seller come together

(mean = 2,63); third was the statement that the Bowie News

protects its readers against false advertising (mean = 2.703);
lowest rated was the statement that advertisements are honest
and truthful (mean = 3.,037). The average mean for the four
advertising~related statements was 2.6l4. Standard deviation

to the four statements was 1.03,

Responses of Power Structure Members

The reputational approach was used to determine members
of the power structure, Lista of membership were obtained
from the Bowie Country Glub, the Bowle Chambsr of Commerce,
the Kiwanis, Rotary and Lions Clubs, and the Bowie Chapter
of Business and Professional Women., Two judges, selscted at
random from each of these lists, were asked to ranke-order the
ten persons whom they considered most important on the lists;
each judge was asked to add any names to the list that he
believed belonged there; but few did so.

Eight names appeared considerably more often than
others. These were a dentist, an elected city officisl,
owner of one of Bowle'!s largest manufacturing firms, a

banker, a partner in An 01l field service compsny, & former
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school board president, manager of the clty's largest retail
business, and an official with the publie school district,
Seven members of the power structure agreed to participate in
the study; two declined; and one was out of town during the
survey perled. One of those who participated, the manager of
Bowie's largest retall store, was included on the list of
adverﬁiaera to be surveyed. Since his store was the lLargest

single advertiser with the Bowie News, it was decided to

include his responses with the advertiser public., Anothser
member of the power structure was the publisher of the Bowie
News. His responses were judged more appropriate for in-
clusion with newspaper stalf members! responses,
Characteristics of Bowle's leadérs were simllar to
general characteristics of leéders of other rural or semirural

communities.l

Most have lived in Bowie for at least one
geheration; all earn a relatively high income; all but one

are college graduates; two are under forty-five years of age
and none 1s over sixty; all are Protestants; all are business-
men or professionals; one was an elected public official at
the time the study was conducted; and all are male,

Table IV presents the responses of power structure

members, rank-ordered by means, the most favorable first.

1Alex 3. Edelsteln and J, Blaine Schulz, "The Weekly
Newspaper's Leadership Role," Journalism Quarterly, XL
(Fall, 1963), P. S67.
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The Bowie News as a News Medium

Power structure members rated the Bowlie News highest on

two suggested libertarian functions: that the newspaper should
present both sides in a controversy, and that it should report
on events after meetings are held and others have made de~
cielons on controversial matters (mean = 1.60). Other high

rated statements relating to the Bowie News in a libertarian

context were that the paper is informative (mean = 1,80);

timely (mean = 2.00); and that the Bowle News informs its

readers about politieal devalopments (mean = 2,80), Power
structure members made neutral responses to the statement

that the Bowle News is sn adequate source of community news

(moan = 3.80), and the high standard deviation of 2.17 of
responses to this statement shows & wide range of opinions
on the statement. Likewise, power structure members made a

neutral response to the statement that the Bowle News pro-

vides background information to help readers understand
events (mean = 4.00), but thelr responses showed a high
standard deviation of 2,12. Power structure membera were

critical of the Bowle News' function in reflecting the ideas

of the whole community in 8 nonpartisan manner {mean = 5,60);
the standard deviation of l.l4 to this statement was eamong
the lowest standard deviations to responses by power struc-
ture members.

Fower structure members mildly egreed, on the vhole, with

statements reflecting the Bowle News in & soclally responsible
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context. The highest rated soccially responsible function
was that the newspaper is the community's most important

instrument for bringing together all elements of the com-
munity (mean = 2,20). Rated equally were statements that

the Bowle News attempts to serve the welfare of the entire

cammhnity; Serves as a guardian of everyone's eivil rights;
and promotes constructive change (mean = 3,00). Respondents

mildly agreed that the Bowle News is an effective watchdog

for the publics!? 1ntereé£a against groups that may attempt
to selze too muéh,community power for themselves and that
the newspaper takes the initiative in pointing up the need
for improvement in areas where it sees such a nesd exists
(mean = 3,20}, but power structure members gave an ldentical
rating to the statement that the Bowie News should present
only the facts and should avoid expressing an opinion on
community affalrs. Responses tended toward neutral on
statements that the néwspapar helps expose orime and cor-
ruption (mean = 3,60) end that it sometimes plays down or
drops some controversial opinions or news items (mean = 3,80),
Power structure members' responses ranged from mild
agreement to mild disagreemeﬁt on statements relating to the

Bowle News as an instrument of special interest groups.

Respondents mildly agreed that the newspaper often takes
only one side in a comtroversy (mean = 3.40), but tended to
be neutral toward the atatament(that the newspaper at times

plays down or drops controversial opinions or news items



50

(mean = 3,80). Respondents mildly disagreed with statements

that the Bowle News represents the interests of those who

vwield political power (mean = }4,60) and of those who wield
financial power (mean = 5.20). Overall, power structure

members were neutral in their opinions that the Bowile Hews

serves as an instrument of special Interest groups. The mean

regponse toward statements relating to the Bowle News ag an

instrument of special interest groups was 4.25, with a standard
deviation of 2.06, This high standard deviation indlcates
a wide range of oplinion among power structure members toward

statements relating to the Bowie News as sn instrument of

special interest groups.

Power structure members rated the Bowile Hews almost

equal in a socially responsible context and in a libertarian
context, with average means of 3,22 and 3.0 respectively.

Standard deviation to statements relating to the Bowle News

in a soclally responsible context and in a libertarian context

were 1.84 and 1l.55 reapectively.

The Bowie Nows as an Advertising Medium

Power structure members rated the Bowlie News higher

ags &n advertising medium than as a news medium, Highest

renk-ordered statement was that the Bowie News is a market-

place in which consumer and seller are brought together
(mean = 2.00). Almost as high rated was the statement that
advertisements are honest and truthful (mean = 2.20); but

power structure members were neutral in thelr attltudes
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that the Bowie News protects its readers against false

advertising (mean = 3,80), Power structure members mildly

agreed that Bowie News advertisements ald them in routline

shopping (mean = 3,40}, The average mean for the four
advertising-relatsd statements wss 2.85. Standard deviatlion
of responses to the four advertising-related statements was

1.15,

Four Group Y Value Comparisons

Tables I through IV indicated by asterisk that news-
paper staff members, advertisers, subscribers, and power
structure members! responses were significantly different
from mean scores éf at least one of the other groups on some
closed-ended statements. Table V presents the degree to
which such scores were significant at the .05 level by com~
paring responses of advertisers, subscribers, and power
structure members against those of newspaper staff members,

Newspaper staff members differed significantly from
advertisers on three statements, from subscribers on five
statements, and from power structure members on five state-
ments. In all instances, newspaper staff members' responses
were more favorable toward the newspaper.

Subscribers and power structure members differed sig-
pificantly with newspaper staff members in that the Bowie
News takes the initiative in polnting up the need for im-

provement in areas where it sees a need exists (=2.28 for
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subscribers, -2,96 for power structure members). Advertisers

disagreed with Rewspaper staff members that the Bowle News

i1s an independent voice in communi ty affairs (-2.16); that
the newspaper is the comnunity's most important instrument
for bringing together all elements of the community (-2.35);

and that the Bowie News too often %takes only one side in a

controversy (2,50),

subseribers.indieated that at times the Bowle News

should not, in their opinion, present both sides in a con-
troversy (-2.03); differed significantly with the newspaper
staff members that the Bowie News is a marketplace bringing

together consumer and seller (-2.3l); disagreed with the
newspaper staff members about the honesty and truthfulness

of Bowle News advertisements (-2.49); and differed with

staff members about the adequacy of the Bowie Newa' local

news coverage (-2,15),
Members of the power structure indicated they do not

rely as much as Rewspaper staff members upon Bowie News

advertisements to aid them in thelr routine shopping
(=3.05); differed with Rewspaper staff members on the ad-
equacy of the newspaper's news coverage (-2.88); differed
with newspaper staff members on the extent to which the
Bowle News protects its readers agalnst falseaadvertiaing

{(=2.48); and disegreed with the newspaper staff that the
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Bowie News reflects the ideas of the whole community in a

noppartisan manner (-2;93).

In every instance excepi two, in which one group's
reaponse to a statement differed significantly w;th‘anather
group's response, it was a difference from that of the
newspaper staff, Advertisers! responses did not differ
significantly from those of subscribers or power structure
members on any of the statements. On only two statements
did power structure members and subscribers differ: "I use

Bowie News advertisements to aid me in my routine shopping®

(subseribers 2.42 with power structure members), snd "The

Bowie Hews reflects the ideas of the whole community in a

nonpartisan manner® (subscribers 2.63 with power structure
members) . Hewspapér'atafr members conslstently rated the

Bowie News higher as a news medium both in a libertarian

and socially responsible context; as a news source free from
the influence of speciel interest groups; and as an advers
tising medium. FPower structure members, on the whole, were

least favorable toward the Bowile Newa,

Table VI presents a comparison of mean scores of all

groups on all statements relating to the Bowie News in a

libertarian context; in e socially rasponéible eontext; as
an instrument of aspecial interest groups; and as an advertising
modium. Advertisers' and subscribers' responses were similar

toward the Bowle News in a liberterian context {(mean = 2.98 for

adver tisera, 2.87 for subscribers) and in a socially
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TABLE VI
COMPARISON OF MEAN SCORES ON FOUR FUNCTIONS

Group

Function

| I IX ITY Iv
Libertarian 2.45 | 2,98 2.87 3.0l
Socially Responsible 2.50 | 3.16 2,89 3.22
Speclal Interests Use le33 3.15 4,00 .25
Advertisin Modium 1075 e 61 2;6!.]. - 85
1--Newspapsr Stail Members Ile=Zubscribers '

I1I~-Advertisers IV=-=Power Structure Members

responsible context (mean = 3,16 for edvertisers, 2.89 for
subscribers). Advertisers and subscribers rated the Bowie
News almost identically as an advertising medium (mean =
2.61 for advertisers, 2.64 for subscribers), but edvertisers

were the only group to positively rate the Bowie News as an

instrument of special interest groups (mean = 3.15), 'The
other groups tended to be neutral toward this concept (meen =
4.33 for newspaper staff, 4,00 for subscribers, snd 4.25 for
power structure members), but the advertiserps! me&n score on
this concept did not differ significantly froﬁ mean scores cof
the other groups.

Although newspaper stalf members tended to be most

favorable overall toward the Bowie News, and power structure

members rated the Bowle News iéwest on three of the four

concepts, none of these groups' means on the four concepts
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was statisticaelly significent with the other, In no instance
was any group's mean score on any concept statisticaelly sig-

nificent with the mean score of another group.

Prelliminary Findings on Hypotheses
Hypothesis One, that members of the power structure have

a more favorable attitude toward the Bowie News than those

readers not included within the commuhity's power structure,
iz rejected by responses to closed-ended statements. Res-

ponses of power structure members to the Bowle News in a

libertarian context, a sccially responsible context and as
an advertising medium were slightly less faverable than ad-
vertiserat! and subscriberst! responses and considerably less
favorable than newspsper staff members' responses, although
the differences were not atatistically“significant. Power

astructure members rated the Bowle News neutrsal as an instru-

ment of speclial interest groups, as did newspaper staff members
end subsacribera.

Hypothesls Two, that the Bowie News plays an active role,

serving as an institution of the power structure in promoting
the power structurets leadershlp, is rejected because of the
heterogenecus naturé of the power structure, indlcated by
high standard deviations to almost all of the closed-ended
statemente. These high standard deviations indicate con~
aidersable diségreemant among power structure members toward

the Bowle News 88 a news and advertising medium. In addition,

power structure members rated the Bowie News neutral as an
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instrument of special interest groups. The Bowie News may

serve the special interssts of one or more specific factions
within the power structure, but this cannot be accepted or
rejected on the basis of data studied.

Hypothesis Three, that all four publics will have
different attitudes toward whet they perceive to be the
newspaper's role in getting information to the community,
1s rejected. Responses of each group studied did not differ
significantly from any other group's responses on the four

conceptas studied.



CHAPTER IV

COMP RISONS BETWEEN GROUPS ON CONCEPTUAL STRUCTURES

Respondents were asked to rate the Bowie News on a

series of descriptive scales consisting of various bipolar

adjectives, The connotative meaning of the Bowle News, as

Judged by respondents, was measured on semantic differential
scales developed by Charles E. Osgood and aasoeiates.l The
semantic dlfferential is & method of observing and measuring
the psychologlcal meaning of concepts by having respondents
judge the concepts ageinst bipolar adjective scales,

Osgood and his associates found threes ma jor independent
dimensions of connotative meaning and termed them evaluative,
potency, sand activity dimensions., 4 respondentfs judgment of

or attitude toward the Bowie News could be neastured to a con-

siderable degree by having him locate on @ seven«pelnt scale
his judgment of the newspaper. On each scale a Judgment of
"4* denotes neutrality of judgment. Integers smeller than
“h“ denote positive judgments, and integers bigger than ")
indicate negative judgments. 4 respomdent who rated a parti-
cular secale as a "3" would be more favorably disposed toward

the newspaper than one who rated it &s a wg,n

1Charles E., Osgood, George Suci, and Percy H. Tennenbaum,
The Measurement of Mesming (Chicago, 1957).

59
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The Evalunetive ractor.included seven scales consisting
of these bipolar adjectives: beneficial--harmful; faipr--
unfair; wise--foolish; responsible--irresponsible; inferior--
superior; important--unimportant, and timely--untimely. The
Potency factor included eight pairs of adjectives: powerful--
weak; large--small; fesble~-vigorous; soft--herd, brave--
cowardly; serious-~humorous; unemotional-~emotional, and
easy-~difficult. The Activity factor included three pairs
of adjectives: activa--p&ssive; fagt--slow, and calm=~
excitable,

In this chapter the totals of esach group's responses
are compared with those of the other groups. Measurements
are made of the four groups!' mesns on the 18 scales in order
to determine whether differences in attitudes toward the

Bowie News exist among the four publics and to test the

three hypotheses: that members of the power structure have

a2 more favorable attitude tbward the Bowie News than those

readers not included within the community's power structure;

that the Bowls News plays an active role,pserving as an

institutlion of the power structure, in promoting the power
structure's leadership; and thet all four publics have
diffarenthattitudes toward what they perceive to be the
newspaper's role in getting information to the community.
Responses of each subject in the four groups studied
were coded onto computer cards, and were then processed by

the computer at the Computing Center at North Texas State
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University, according to an analysis plan formulated in
advance. Programming for the t~-test used to measure the
difference of responszes at the .05 level of slgnificance
among groups was carried out by & programmer at the Uom-

puting Center

Mesan Profiles
Each group'!s mean judgments on the elghteen scales
vere summed and.aVeraged. Figure 1 shows the mean profiles
of the ratings on each of the scales by the four groups
studled.
Figure 1 illustrates that newspaper staff members'
responses were the most favorable, on the whole, toward the

Bowle News, Newspaper staff members gave highest ratings

to the scales denoting the newspaper as important (1.33),
timely end powerful {1.83), and active (1.83). At the zame
time, the newspeper was viewed favoraebly o all the other
acales measured, with staff members' responses all falling
on the favorable side of "i* (neutrﬁl).

Advertisers' overallvrétings on the scales were more
negative than re;ponses of the other three groups. Adverw
tizers! mean ratings were mildly negative .on two scales,
excitabla (4.92) and emotional (}.62). Advertisers were
most favorable toward the concepts responsible (2.31);
beneficial (2.38); important (2.54); brave (2.69); and
active (2,69). " )
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beneficial: : H : tharmful
fair: : : : tunfair
wise: : : : :foolilsh
responsible: : : : {irresponsible
auperior: '““t.“ﬁt : H tinferior
important: '}’- : : sunimporient
timely: : : : suntimely
powerful: : : : sweak
large: 224 : : iamall
L
vigorous: 4 : : :feeble
hard: é : : :80ft
brave: : : : tcowardly
serious: s : : thumorous
active: : H H tpassive
unemotional: ' '“wEa: : 4 :emotional
easy: - ; H : :difficult
fast: : .‘EB; : : i8low

3
Ny
ealim: H H e : sexcltable

Newspaper Staff Members

..... .. Advertisers
— . —.— . Subscribers
tr— ... — Power Structure Members

Fig. l--Mean profiles of the four groups on the
concept "Bowle News."
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Subscribers' ratings were more favorable than adver=-
tisers' ratings but were not as favorable as newspaper staff
members' ratings. Subscribers were mildly negative on the
scale emotional (}4.55)., They tended to be neutral on three
scales: small (4.07); soft (3.74); and excitable (4.18).
Subscribers were most favorable toward the scales beneficlal
(2.04); responsible (2.15); important (2.26); timely (2.33):
and fair (2.44). |

Power structure members' responses, overall, were
2lightly less favorable than.subscribars' ratings but were
more favorable than advertisers' ratings. Power structure
members were mildly negative on the scales excitable (5.20)
and inferior (5.00), They were neutral on the scale soft
(3.60), and were at least mildly favorable on the other
scales. Subscribers were mest favorsble toward the scales
beneficial (1.40); responsible (2,00); important (2.00);
powerful (2.20); falr (2.40); and timely (2.60).

The mesn judgment of the four groups was most favorable
toward the scale beneficial (1.95). Other high rated scales
were importent (2.03); responsible (2.15); timely (2.42);
falr (2.59); and active (2.67). The only negative rating
. -by the four groups was that the Bowle News tends to be

mildly excltable (4.53). Reapondents were neutral in their
opinions that the Bowle News is emotlonal (3.90) and a

superior newspaper (3.73). The other mean judgments tended

to be mildly faverable toward the Bowle News,
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Table VI shows means of newspaper staff members, ad-
vertisers, subscribers, and power structure members on the

evaluative, potency, and activity factors.

TABLE VIl

FOUR GROUP MEANE ON EVALUATIVE,
POTENCY, AND ACTIVITY FACTORS

‘Group Bvaluative | Potency | Activity
Newspaper Staff Members 2,12 2.6l 2.72
Advertisers 2.82 3.65 3.66
Subscribers 2.53 3.47 3ebily
Power Structure Members 2.63 2.90 k.00

Table VI shows that newspaper staff members rated the
Bowie News highest on evaluative (2.12), potency (2.6l), and

activity factors (2.72). Responses of advertisers and
subscribers were similer on all three factors (advertisers:
2.82 on evaluative, 3.65 on potency, and 3.66 on activisty
factora; subseribers 2.53 on evaluative, 3.47 on potency,
and 3.4l on activity factors), Power structure members!
ratings fell between advertisers' and subscribers! ratings
on the evaluative factor (2.63); were better than adver-

tisers! and subscribers! ratings toward the Bowie News (2.90);

and were least favorable on the activity factor (4.00). Each

group, on each factor, judged the Bowle News favorably or was

at leaat neutral.



65

Four Group ¥ Value Comparisons

Statistically significant differences were found between
at least two groups on only three descriptive scales. News-
paper staff members differed from advertisers on two scales
and from subscribers on one scale. Power structure members
differed from advertisers and subscribers on one scale.

Newspaper staff members differed from advertisers on
the scale powerful--wesk. Staff members rated the scale
favorably as powerful (mean = 1.833), whereas advertisers
rated the scale not as favorably (mean = 3.54). At the .05
level of significance, the t value was 2.}6,

Newspaper staff members differed from advertisers and
subscribers on the scele hard--soft. Staff members rated
the scale as hard (mean = 2,50), whereas advertisers (mean =
4.08) and subscribers (mean = 3.74) tended to be neutral on
the scale. At the .05 level, the t value was 2,47 between
staff members and advertisers and 2.12 betwesn staff members
and subscribers,

Power structure members differed from advertisers and
subscribers on the scale emotional--unemotional., Power struc-
ture members rated the scale as unemotional (mean = 2.80),
whereas advertisers (mean = l;,62) and subscribers (mean =

4.56) tended to judge the Bowle News as mildly emotional.

At the .05 level, the t value was 2,68 between power structure
members and advertisers and 2,80 between power structure

members and subscribers,
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No significant differences were found in the ratings of
the four groups toward fifteen descriptive scales. In
addition, no group's mesn rating on the evaluative, potency,
and activity factors (Table VI) was statistically significeant
at the .05 level with the mean of any other group. Standard
devliations of responses within each group were almoat iden-
tical. The standard deviation of newspaper staff memberst .
ratings of the 18 paired bipolar adjectives was 1.37; standard
deviation of advertisers' responses was 1.27; standard de-
viation of subscribers' responses was 1.36; and standard
deviation of power structure members was 1.38. This indicates
an ldentical central tendency of each group toward the acales
rated; it can be inferred that respondents were drawn from

the same population, 1.e., residents of Bowle who were fa-

milier with the Bowie News.

Preliminary Findings on Hypotheses
Hypothesis One, that members of the power structure have

& more favorable attitude toward the Bowie News than those

readers not lncluded within the community's power structure, is
rejected by responses on the 18 scales. Power structure members

rated the Bowie News less favorably than did subscribers on the

evaluative and activity factors. Power structure members rated

the Bowle News less favorably than did advertisers onthe ac-

tivity factor but more favorably on the evaluative and potency
factors. Although the power structure members' overall rating

of the Bowie News is second only to the newspaper staff members!'
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rating, differences among power structure members, advertisers,
and subscribers on the 18 scales ere insignificant.

Hypothesls Two, that the Bowie News plays an active rols,

gerving as an institution of the power structure in promoting
the power structure's leadership, 1s rejected because power
members! ratings on“the 18 scales were not slgnificantly
higher than ratings of subscribers and advertisers.

Hypothesis Three, that all four publics will have dif-
ferent attitudes toward what they perceive to be the newspaper's
role in getting information to the community, is rejected be-
cause of the similarity in ratings to the 18 scales on evaluative,
potency, and activity factors. Only one public, the adver-
tisers, differed eignificantly from at least one other publle
on more than one scale. It may be inferred that all four pube~
lics have basically similar attitudes towerd the hewspaper's

role in getting informatlon %o the community.



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This study was designed to develop a way by which at~
titudes of specific publics within a community toward their
communlity's newspaper can be determined. Specifically, this
study was designed to determine attitudes of four defined

publics toward the Bowle News as a news and advertising medw

ium. Attitudes of the four publics--newapaper staff members,
advertisers, subscribers, and members of the power structure--
were measured on a two-part survey instrument congisting of
thirty-two closed-ended statements and elghteen pairs of
bipolar adJectives on a semantic differential scale. The
closed-ended statements compared the four publics' attitudes

toward the Bowie News in s libertarisn function, a soeclally

reaponsible'fuﬁction, a8 an instrument of special interest
groups, end as an advertising medium. The eighteen scales

measured the concept Bowie News on evaluative, potency, and

activity factors,
The study tested three hypotheses. Hypothesls One was
that members of the power structure would have a more favorable

attitude toward the Bowle News than those readers not included

within the community's power structure. Hypothesis Two was
that the Bowle News would play an active role, serving as an
68
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instrument of the power structure, in promoting the power
structure's leadership. Hypothesis Three was that all four
publies would have different attitudes toward what they per-
celve to be the newspaper's role in getting information to the
community., A t-test was used at the .05 level of significance
tc test the three hypotheses,

Hypothesis One was rejected. Power structure members!
responges to closed-ended statements did not differ signifi-
cantly from responses of the other thres publics to the Bowie
News in a libertarian function, socially responsible function,
as an instrument of special interest groups, or as an advep~
tising mediuvm. In fact, mean responses of power structure

members were less favorasble towsrd the Bowle News than were

mean responses of the other publics, but their ratings 4id not
differ significantly with ratings of the other publics on the
closed-ended sﬁ&tements. OCn the eighteen scales, power struc-
ture members were mildly favorable toward the concept Bowile
News on the evaluative and potency factors, and were neutral
on the activity factor. Their responses toward the concept

Bowle News did not differ significantly with the other three

publics.
Hypothesls Two was rejected. If the Bowle News serves as

an instrument of the power structure's leadership it can be
assumed that power structure members would have a more fave
orable attitude toward the newspaper than the other publics

do. There was no significant difference on the closed-ended
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staetements and on the eighteen scales between power structure
members' ratings and the ratings of any of the other publics,

Power structure members were neutral in their attitude toward

the Bowie News as an instrument of special interest groups.
In addition, newspaper staff members and subscribers were
neutral toward the newspaper as an instrument of special in-

terest groups, although advertisers mildly agreed that the

Bowie News serves as an instrument of special intereat groups.
| Hypothesis Three was rejected. Responses of sach public
studied did not differ significantly from any other group's

responses on the four functions gauged on closed~ended state~

ments and toward the concept Bowie News on the eighteen scales.

The most striking characteristic of the four publics was their
homogeneity, Newspaper staff members differed significantly
from advertisers on only three of the thirty-two closed-ended
statements; from subscribers on five statements; and from
power structure members on five statements. Power structure
members differed significantly from subscribers on only two
statementa. There were no other significant differences
between ratings of sny of the four publica,

The four publics showed similer attitudes toward the

concept Bowie News on the eighteen scales. On fifteen of the

eighteen scales not one public differed significantly with
any other public. Only one public, the advertisers, differed
significantly from at least one other public on more than one

scale. HNo differences were found among publics on their ratings
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of the evaluative, potency, and activity factors on the seman-

tiec differentisl.

Conclusion
This study found a large degree of homogenelty in the
four publics' attitudes toward the Bowle News. No public

differed sigﬁificantly from any other public's responses on
the four functions measured on closed-ended s tatements and

toward the concept Bowie News on the eighteen scales. Overall,

newspaper staff members' responses wers most favorable toward

the Bowle News and power structure members!' responses were

least favorable, but the differences were not significantly
significent, Advertisers and subscribers were most similar

in their judgments of the Bowie News. For example, the mean

rating of advertisers toward the Bowle News as an advertising

medium was 2,61, whereas the mean rating of subscribers toward

the Bowle News on this function was 2,64, It ean be concluded

that the Bowle News reflects consensus opinion within the com-

munity; in a homogeneous community like Bowie, this makes it
a trusted news source.

These findings may not apply elsewhere. Future studies
into the attitudes of publics within a community toward that
community's newspaper may result in different conclusions,
Resesrchers in futurs studies may want to f£ind out about the
community'!s demographic characteristics before deciding upon
a method for selecting samples, The reputational approach

to determining members of the power structure is sufficlent
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for small communities like Bowie, but the decisional method

of determining power structure developed by Robert Dshl and
Edward Banfieldl could result in a larger sample of power
structure members, This may be preferable for studies in
large communities. Editors' and publishers!' recommendations
of whom to include in the study as members 6f the power struc-
ture can be relied upon becauss of their knowledge of their
community.

A cluster sampling of neighborhoods selected for speeific
demographic characteristice can be ineluded in future studies
in addition to the systematic sample of subscribers. This
could specify attitudes among clearly defined ethnic and socio-

economic groups.

1Tarry Nichols Clark, Community Power and Pollcy Outputs
(Beverly Hills, 1973), pp. 28-29,



APPENDIX T
‘L. Group L ' e

2y Group 2
2. Oroup 3

iLe Group

Thia is & two-part queetionnaire designed Lo debermine mpgcific
attitudes toward the Bowle Newg. he firvet part will ask your oplinlons
sowsrd epecific statements on & seven-point scele. The second part
will attempt to measure how you inuarprpt the meaning of words as thay

apply to the Bowls News.

The flrau part contalins statements followsd by & seven-polinh
ascale. Yob should circle the number along the scale most clopely
Cmﬂﬂﬁﬂyﬂﬂdiﬂg with your opinion., An example 18 glven balow:

a., & newspaper is easy to read,

L2 3 ) 5 6 ]
strongly &gree miidiy noutral miidly digagrae  sLrongly
apres agree dlsagree C disaproe

in this exumple, the number "L" is cireled, indlcatiag that Lhe
respondent has no opinion, or a neutral opinlion; sbout the atatement.
17 pumber "2% had been circled the respondent would agres with the
siateament. IF number "1" had been circled the respondent would have
apreed with the statement so strongly that ne did not Ghink his
opinion can be altered., Mild agreement, “3", ludlcates only silpht
spreement with the statement. In like manner, silght diwagreﬁmuut
would be marked by circling "oV, disagreement by circling "o" and
very strong disagreement by clrceling “7“

flesse be sure to circle only opne number for each stabemonl,
More than onée answer per scale will “void your response for thab
shatement.

5, male -~ {Please check where sappropriate)
. Tfemale
‘ape proop:  (please check the appropriste catagory)

7. 21 and under

L0 Lol

L1, AL andg over

73
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12, ‘Tue towle News atbempts to serve the welfare of the sublyre ©omaunl s

L2 3 Y 5 b T
strongly - agree mildly mneutral mildly disagres  SUrongl
BRIOS _ agroe o disagree 3 Wdimubrm@

13, ‘The Bowie Wews reflects the ideas of the whole cowmunlty In w
nonparsisan manior. : :
L 2 3 I 5 6 7
strongly agree mwiildiy neutral mildly digagree  sStrongly
aores agres : disagrea disagras

Ll The Bowle News does not serve the speclal interests of any one

S group or OPB&Ri&&LlOﬁ&

1 2 3 h 5 b T
strougly agres mildiy neubtral wmildly - disagree stwougl;
BEPEO ' agres , - disagree - dlesgrea

A5 The Bowie News 1s an fndapendent yolce In commum¢bg affalra.

R 3k 5 6 T
rongEly agres mildiy neutrai MiiGLy di Tagres | @LIOngLy
agrae BETGS ' diaagr@e Cdisagres

16, ‘Uhe Powie News 1s an effective watchdog for the pub‘ﬁcm? inberes e
ﬂ@§3hd% politicel groups and other groups that may abbempt to Helng
too much communlty pover for Ghemselves. -

1 o 3 5 o T

Strongly egree miidly neutral mlldly diSapres  stwoig.
agree agres disagree _ ijmgynn.

17. Whe bowie News takes the initilative in pointing up whe msed for
' improvement in ereas where 1t sees such e naea exisbs, =

L 2 3 b 5 S .
SLrongiy | agree miidiy neulrsl mzimhy 2 Rt
AP0 i agres dlsagres : dilan

15, Toe bBowie News should only present the facts and should avoid
expf@ws}ng an opinlon on cOmmunva af falra.

1 2 3 jn 5 K2 N
strongly  agree mildly neutral wmildly disapres G
BOP6EE ‘ S agroe disagree. Gigaprae

.-
Lt
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The ﬁgﬁé@\@gﬁg should present both sides in a controversy,

- R - b 9
strongly  eagree wildly neutral mildly Calsspree  strongly

Capree . agrees - . . disagres dlsapres

and others have made declsions on controverslisl mabters.

1, 2 3 b, 5 ‘ b -7
strongly egree mildly nesutrsl mildly dlsagrose  slhron

arrea BEree disagres disnpgres

v

The Bowie Hews shoold play down or drop some controversisl spinions
or news lvems for the good of the entire community.

1, 2 3 Ui b ) : 7

: 3 ; A
strongly agree mildly neutral mildly disagrese sbrongly -

agree agres. disagree diisbpres

The Bowie Hews is a trusted source of community news.

L. 2 3 I 5 6 s

stronpgly eagree miidly neulrel mildly dlsagran sbyonaly
apran agree disagrees : dlsagree

I can velieve what I read in the Bowle News,

1 > 3 T ; A

strongly agree mildly neutral wmildly disegres
asres Cagree . dleagree :

“Advertisenments In the Bowle News are honest and trubthiuls

1 2 3 I 5 6

strowgly agree mildly neutral wildly  disagres alvoogl;
agres . sgree digagree isngron

T ouse Bowlie News adverbtisements to ald me ln my rouwblns shoppd

i 2 3 ly 5 3
strongly  arree mildly neutral mildly Glsagras

apgree Agroe disagree

The Bowie News probecits dts readers sgainst false adverblslog.

1 2 3 o 5 &
strongly  egree miidly meutral wmllaly digogren
gErae agres dizagree
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News 1g w markutplaca in whicb consumer and wm% -r B e

The Eowle

political

S hrow; ht COWOLhQra'
o 2 3 o R - 7
sbrongly  agree wmildly neutral wmildly disgg roe strongly
anres apres ' disagree E dlasriee
The Bowle Hews 1s an adequate sourece of news abmut the conmoni by,
1 2 3 Ly 5 6 A
strongly agree mildly neutral mildly digagres “s%vﬁ
nEyes agrae - disagree - dian
Too ofben the Bowle News takes only one slde in a controveray,
4 2 3 l 5 6
strongly agree mildly nevtral mildiy disagres
agree agree disagres

those who wield

power in the communitye.

1 2 3 i .5 &
gtrongly  agree mildly neutral mildly dizapgres
aproe agroa dlsagree

News rnprnsowts the interests of

The Dowle thoss who wiold
financial power in the communlty,

strongly sgree wmildly uneutral wmildly gl s asres

apree agree disapgree

The LBowle Neows does not repr@smnb the Lntﬁreﬂbﬁ of anuy one roup
or comblnation of speclal lntereste; rather, 1t howszbt.y atiompos

to serve the best interssts of the entire community.

5L 2 3 Iy 5 b i
shrongly  agree mildliy wneutral mildly digapgrees
apvee ' nEres disagree
At thmes the Bowle News plays down or drops some conbtroveprsinl

opinions or news ltems.

-l 4 3 b & " &
strongly  &pree  mlialy neutrai mildly dilsagres
agree GETEs disa rae
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The bowle Newa informs its_readarﬂ about political developwments,

L T

1 2 3 o 5

6 | K

EEr gLy
ngree

The Howie

agres
agree

mildly neutral mwildly

dlsagres
dlisagres

surongly
dlﬂ&gﬂ @

News halps expose crime and corrupbion,

1 - 3 by 5 . b | A
strongly agree mildly neutrsal wmildly disagres strougly
agreos agree ' disagree : dizarren
IThe Howle Hews i1s the community!sumost imporbdnb Instrument fop

bringing togather all elements of the community,

Lo 2 3 L 5 & i
strongly agree mildly ngutr&l mildiy disagroe strongly
agres BEres disegree disagres
The Bowle Hews is informative,

1 2 3 L 5 6 7
strongly  agree mildly neutrel wildly disegree avrongly
agree agroe disagree disagren
The Yowlie News is entertaining.

1. 2 3 Iy 5 &
strongly  agree milldly neutral mildly dlsagres
agree agree disagres

the Bowid

News serves as a guardlan of everyone's clvil righis

e

meetings mbd of the decislons obhers make on ﬁumirovmr”ﬁﬂ o

L 2 3 L 5 é
sbrongly agree mlldly neutral mildly dm:agreo
agres agrsae dissgres
News in the Bowle Nawﬁ is timely.

1 2 .1 ly 5 | b i
strongly eagree mildly wneubtral wmildly dizagres stror
agree BRIGa - dlgagree ' digaprne
Ihe Bowle News L8 8 trusted scurce of what happwn gt local

Lo 2 .1 i 5 £
strongly agree mildly neutral  MmisdLy dlsagres
agrea apres disagree

Ghers .,



L2, ‘the Bowie Mews promobes consirucbive change. '78

i 2 3 | ‘ﬁ | 5 6 7

strongly  agree miidly neutral wildly Jisegres  FErongly
agres agree digagree dlanprea

L3, lhe Bowls Hews providss background {nformation ©o help reacders
unders band events. -

1 2 3 . 5 S
STvongly  egree mildly neutral mildly disagree
opree aEras disggree

ParT TWOs

The purpose of this sectlon is ©o measure the meanlngs of
fhings to you aboutb the Dowle News. Yo do thls you will judge
Hews apainst 8 serles of dessriptive gecaled. In mavking bthis :
plessa malke your judgments on the basis of what the powis s
you. On each of the scales you &re to rabe the bBowlo |
your own atbltudes. :

Here 1s how you are to use bthese scales:

i you feel that the Bewie News is very clesely reiaved to one end of
the scale, you should place your checl-mark as Tollows:

bad

s
LTS

good W2 : : :

e

: : s X bad

za
-

Bood L

Tf you fecl that the Bowis News 18 quite closely relaoted %o ocne wo the
cther end of the scale {but not BXLPEME LY, you Should place vour cheok
ag follows: _

had

LX)
aa
»e
(33
e

pood : X

ox

Y ;' bad_

0
—~
o
[o3
as
aw
an
»

JeRRTTRERC

£ the Bowie News seems only slightly related to one concept as

o
¢ tha othay concept (but ls not really neutral), then you should cheek
as follows: ' :

I
£

pood : . : : : bad
or
pood ., : : P : bad
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The dirgction toward which you check, ol course, deponds upon walch ol
the two endz of the scale secm most characteristle of the Bowle & .

you conslider the Dowle hews to be navtral on the Cn}a$ bobh alaes of

i
the scale sgually ass Socluted with bhe bmwaa Hews, or i1 ube suale Lo
prpletely irre levant, in your opjﬂiony o tha Bowiﬂ News, you should

place your check-mari in the middle space:

pood : : D :' : bad

THPORVANT:  {1) Place vour checl-marke in the middie of spaces, not on
the bovndaries:

This Not This
AR : o

(2) Be sure wyou chack eveéry scale.
(3} mever put wore than one checkemark on 8 single acolo.

Do not look back and forth through the ltems, Yo nob tiry Lo
remembar how you checled similar ib@md sarlier in the teab o how
sngwered Part One. Make esch ltem a separate and independant iuvd
work at failrly high speed. Do nOG Wworry or puzzle over individus,
T4 G your first impremelons, the immediate freelings" about the
that is wanted., On theother hand, please do not be carveless. Yo
inprescsions are wanbed. '

b
L
3L

i BOWLE wiwg 180

fili.  beneficlal : : : : : : harmful.

ho. fair 2 : : : : ! unfair

6, wise : : : : : : feoolish

LT respongible : : : : : : irreasponsinle
hid.  infsrior : : : : : : superior

L4, important I : ; : : : unimpgﬁtmmt

w50 Bimeldy : e : : : : untimaly

H5i. powertful : : : : : : weam‘

B2, Large : s : : : : small
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-a
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aa

“3. faeble : :

e woft : : : : : : hard

Lhe  urave : : : : : P cowardly
hiz.  geriouy K : : : : : humorous
B7 . scoive : : : : : : pagsive

=it,  emoblonal 4 : " : : oo cumsmah ionald
D. euay : : : : : : diff'icult

PSS ——

-

e : alow

T
LT3
22

oile  fagt 2

Bl cad

i etron

e
.
e

1, excltsble :




APFPENDIX 11

Jim Whitfield

1231 Valencia Lane
Lawisville, Texas 75067
214/221~1824

please permnit me Lo introduce myself, I am a graduate
student at North Texas State University. To partially
fulfill my requirements for a master of arts degree in
jowrnalism I am conducting an analysis of readership
attitudes toward the Bowie News.

Your name was selected at random from the newspaver's
subscriber list. Enclosed is an elght-page questionnaire
that pre~testing has shown can be completed within a half-
hour. If vou choose to participate in this survey, please
answey the statements on the questionnaire according to
the instructions on the questionnaire. Enclosed is a
stamned, addressed -envelope for you to return the
questionnaire. Do not write your name on the envelope

or on the questionnaire. All responses are strictly

confidential.

1f you do not wish to participate in the survey could you
please return the questionnaire? participation is, of course,
strictly wvoluntary. C

1f you. have any questions concerning the study or the
questionnaire please feel free to call me collect at the
above telephone number.
vour participation will be greatly appreciated.

/

Thank vyou,

Jim Wwhitfield
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