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This study is directed toward the relationship between

popultion growth and socioeconomic development in Nigeria for

the period 1960-1984. A controlled population growth would

positively affect every segment of the economic and social

environment. With hunger and starvation, disease, poverty and

illiteracy plaguing large portions of the world, Nigeria's

limited resources would best be utilized if shared among a

smaller population,

Nigeria, like other developing African countries, does

not have an official population control policy. The diversity

in the Nigerian culture, the controversial nature of the

subject of population control, and possibly, implimentation

difficulties, account for the absence of a population control

policy in Nigeria.

This study offers in its concluding section some policy

recommendations on how to tackle Nigeria's population problem.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION :

A BRIEF HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The main focus of this study is directed towards the

relationship between population growth and socioeconomic

development in the Federal Republic of Nigeria for the period

1960-1984. A controlled population growth would positively

affect every segment of the economic and social environment.

With hunger and starvation, disease, poverty and illiteracy

plaguing large portions of the world, Nigeria's limited

resources would best be utilized if shared among a smaller

population.

Geographical Location

Of the fourteen West African countries Nigeria is by far

the largest with a total area of 356,668 square miles, It is

nearly two times the size of Cameroon, eighty-nine times the

size of Gambia and about f our times the size of the United

Kingdom. "It lies in the tropics between Latitudes 40N and

1
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140N, and also between Longitudes 20E and 150E,"Il Nigeria

shares its international borders with four countries: Niger

on the North, Chad on the Northeast, Dahomey (now called

Benin) on the West and Cameroon on the East. 2  Figure 1 shows

Nigeria's location in West Africa.

There are differences in vegetation and climate resulting

mainly from the variation in the amount of annual rainfall

which ranges from 150 inches at Forcados on the coast of

Bendel State to less than 26 inches at Maiduguri in Borno

State. 3 The wettest areas are the Mangrove Swamps covering

the entire coastline while the driest areas are the Savana

Lands and the semi-desert lands of the extreme north covering

Gongola, Kano and Sokoto States. 4

Nigeria has gone through three stages of division to get

to its present nineteen states: (1) At independence, it had

three governmental regions--the North, the East, and the West

which had the Midwest carved out of it in 1963 during Dr.

Nnamdi Azikiwe's regime.5 (2) In May of 1967 the four regions

1 Martin C. Shitah, "Indigenous Private Enterprise in
Nigeria" (Denton 1984), p, 1,

2 George Thomas Kurian, Encyclopedia f .the Third World
revised edition, Vol. II, p. 1329.

3 Anthony Kirk-Green and Douglas Rimmer, Nigeria Since
1970 - A Political and Economic Outline (New York, 1981), p.

4 Ibid.

5 Kurian, Encyclopedia the_ Third World rev. ed., Vol.
II, p 1344.
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were abolished in favor of twelve States and (3) in April of

19/6 the twelve States were replaced by the present nineteen

States6 , which are "Sokoto, Kaduna, Borno, Plateau, Gonzola,

Niger, Bauchi, Kwara, Lagos, Cross River, Rivers, Anambra,

Bendel, Oyo, Imo, Ondo Benue and Ogun."7

The capital city, Lagos, now has an estimated population

of 3.5 million people. 8  As far back as 1976 the Aguda

Commission had recommended moving the Federal capital inland

to Abuja,9 but work on building the new capital has been

drastically slowed down because of a short fall in Nigeria oil

revenues.

Population

Although estimates now put the Nigerian population at

about 95 million inhabitants,10 the official census figures

for 1973 show a population of 79.76 million people.11  The

6 Anthony Kirk-Green and Douglas Rimmer, Nigeria Since
1970 - A Political and Economic Outline (New York 1981), p. xi
and pp 13-16.

7 Shitah, "Indigeneous Private Enterprise in Nigeria"
(Denton, 1984), p. 3.

8 Exterbank of Spain, "Investments in Nigeria -
Geographic Profile" (Carrera de San Jeronimo, Madrid November
1979), p 2.

9 Kirk-Green and Rimmer, Nigeria Since 1970 (New York
1981), p. 16,

10 Price Waterhouse, Doing Business in Nigeria
"Investment Climate" (U.S.A., May 1982), p. 2.

11 Kirk-Green and Rimmer, Nigeria Since 1970 (New York
1981), p. 62.
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1963 and 1952-3 census figures show the Nigerian population to
be 55.66 million and 30.41 million people. Table I shows the
breakdown of population in Nigeria according to Regions for
the three census periods 1953 through 1973.

TABLE I

STATE POPULATIONS ACCORDING TO THE CENSUSES OF
1952-3, 1963, 1973

1952-3 1963 1973

Lagos 0.50 1,44 2.47Western 4,36 9.49 8.92Mid-Western 1.49 2.54 3.24Rivers 0.75 1,54 2.23East-Central 4.57 7.23 8.06South-Eastern 1.90 3.62 3.46

Benue-Plateau 2.30 4,01 5.17Kwara 1.19 2.40 4.64North-Western 3.40 5.73 8.50North-Central 2.35 4.10 6.79Kano 3.40 5.77 10.90North-Eastern 4.20 7.79 15.38

30.41 55.66 j79.76
Note: Figures are in millions
Source: Nigeria Since 1970: A Political and EconomicSurvey by Anthony Kirk-Green and Douglas Rimmer.

While there is no doubt that Nigeria is the most populous
nation in Africa, all of its two modern census figures (1963
and 1973) have been a subject of some political controversy.

At one time during the "Newbroom Administration" of President
Murtala Mohammad, the 1973 census results were actually

cancelled because, as General Murtala Mohammad said, "They did
not command general acceptance."12

12 Ibid p. 12.
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The lack of a general consensus on the Nigerian

population figures makes it even more difficult for several

estimates now projected on paper to have any meaningful

statistical credence. Consequently some economists and other

statistians frequently use the 1952-3 figures as the base-line

for their projections13 even though they were no less disputed

then, but at least today age has authenticated those 1952-53

figures. Not even the population growth rate is without

controversy. However, growth rate estimates from 1963-1980

range from two percent to three and one-third percent in

1980.14

The Economy and Government

Although Nigeria is one of the forty-nine low-income

countries of the world1 5 it is a Capitalist nation. Its free

market economy is based on oil and agricultural resources,

The economy is to a large extent dominated by the private

sector.

Nigeria's fiscal year runs from April 1 through March 31

during which period its budget is executed. The 1979-1980

National Budget of Nigeria was about Three Billion.16 Table

II shows the functional breakdown of the National Budget, one

third of which went to National Education. This considerably

13 Ibid.

14 Ibid.

15 George T. Kurian Encyclopedia _of the Third World, 1980
Ed, p. 1335.
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TABLE II

NATIONAL BUDGET (1979-1980)
(million nairas)

Cabinet office . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.1
Agriculture & rural development . . . . . . . 34.3
Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 520.0
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 914.3
External affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.0
Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.4
Health . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97.2
Information . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76,2
Internal affairs . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . 50.8
National Science & Technology Development

Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.0
Transport . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . 14.5
Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105.6
Police * . * *. * * - - .. . . . 197.8

TOTAL (Incl. others) . . . . . . . . . 2900.0

Source: Encyclopedia of the Third World by George T.
Kurian, 1980 Edition

large budget for education goes to affirm the Government's

committment to do something about its low literacy rate of

about twenty five percent and find solutions to its

development problems, Not too long ago capital accumulation

was widely believed to be nine-tenths of the prescription for

development problems, but today education is nine-tenths of

that solution.17 Even though the 1979-1980 budget earmarked

substantial sums for education, it is surprising that the

Third Development Plan of 1980 instead emphasized among other

17 Olaloku, A. F., Structure .of the Nigeria Economy (New
York 1979), p. 69.
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programs, transport which had earlier received the least

appropriation in the budget. See Table III for the investment

breakdown of the Third National Development Plan.

TABLE III

THIRD NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1975-1980)

Investment Program
(in million nairas)

Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,400
Industry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,000
Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 759

Transport . . . . . . . . . . . , . , 4,100
Communications . . . . . . . . . . . 774
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000
Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . 659

Labor & Social Welfare . . . . . . . 153
Informationi............ 201
Regional Development . . . . . . . . 3,200
General Administration . . , . . . . 854
Total Public Sector. . . . . . . . . 20,000

Source: Encyclopedia of the Third World by
George T. Kurian, 1980 Edition

Since independence, Nigeria has gone through four

development plans: the first from 1962-1968, the second from

1970-1974, the third from 1975-1980, and the fourth from

1981-1985, Each of these plans had a major role to play in

Nigeria's social and economic growth except that the last two

have suffered from reduced oil revenues due to falling oil

prices.

Nigeria does a lot of trading with other countries;

consequently there is great need for sea and air ports.

Lagos, Port Harcourt, and Calaba are the principal sea ports
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for sea-going vessels. 1 8 Figure I shows the location of these

major ports. Other smaller ports like Onitsha, Makurdi,

Sapelle, Akassa cater to inland transportation and are

unaccessible to seagoing vessels.19 Traffic to and from these

small ports is mostly made up of boats, small oil barges and

passenger ferry-boats, On the whole Nigeria has a splendid

system of inland waterways covering a total of 4,000 miles in

regular use.20

For the Nigerian economy the ports of Lagos and Port

Harcourt are of tremendous importance. Lagos alone handled

about eighty-three percent of cargo imported into Nigeria in

1972.21 This figure has been steadily increasing since the

civil war. On the other hand Port Harcourt and other ports

have handled nearly ninety-eight percent of all export cargo

from Nigeria.22

While there are several airports in Nigeria, the

principal ones are Lagos and Kano each of which caters to

international traffic and are capable of handling

18 W. A. Perkins and Jasper H. Stembridge, Nigeria a
Descriptive Geography (Ibadan, 1966), pp 134-7.

19 Ibid.

20 Ibid.

21 Olanrewaju J. Fapohunda and Harold Lubell, Lagos -
Ur ban Development and Employment (International Labour Office,
Geneva 1978), p. 6.

22 Ibid.
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Jumbo Jets. Significant amounts of import and export cargo

go through these airports.

The Nigerian economy, which is based mainly on

agriculture and oil23 is a fairly strong one. It provides

both domestic and foreign investment opportunities. It has

since independence on October 1, 1960 shown a steady growth.

In 1958-1959 Nigeria's GDP (Gross Domestic Product) was

2,084.2 billion (niara) and by the 1973-1974 fiscal year it

had grown to 5,310.0 billion (niara)24 , a total increase of

nearly sixty-one per cent.

The Government

Nigeria gained her independence from the British

Government on October 1, 1960 and a transitional government

continued to rule until 1963 when its first President and

Prime Minister were elected in the persons ot Dr. Nnamdi

Agikiwe and Alhaji Abubaker Tafawa Belewa respectively. This

civilian government ruled until it was over-thrown by a

military coup d'etat in 1966.25 During the short period ot

civilian rule, the government consisted of a council of

ministers presided over by the Prime Minister, a Senate and a

House of Representatives.2 6 By the 1963 constitution

23 F. A. Olaloku & others, The Structure of the Nigerian
Economy (New York 1979), p. 5.

24 Ibid.

25 Shitah, "Indigeneous Private interpriseia Nigeria" p. 5.

26 Ibid .
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the head of state was the President and was elected for a term

of five years with the eligibility for re-election for a

second term. However, another of Nigeria's civilian

constitutions, written in 1979, reduced the President's term

of office to four years and still provided for a one term

re-election.27 It also provided for federal legislation--the

Senate and House of Representatives making up the National

Assembly. Each State has its elected Assembly and State

Governor.

The 1966 Coup abolished all political parties and other

civilian institutions and replaced them with the Supreme

Military Council. The 1966 Coup placed General Ironsi as Head

of Government. After him came General Yacobu Gowan during

whose reign the Civil War started and ended in January 12,

1970.28 General Gowan himself was ousted by a military coup

that placed Brigadier Murtala Mohammed in office in 1975.

Murtala Mohammea himself lasted less than a year and was

thrown out by yet another coup that put General Obasanjo in

office, who was to hand over the Government to civilian rule

in 1979.29

The first civilian government after the military was

headed by President Shehu Shagari who ruled until he was

ousted by yet another military coup. Ever since then

27 Republic of Nigeria, The Constitution .of the Federal
Republic .of Nigeria (Lagos, 1979).

28 Kirk-Green and Rimmer, Nigeria Since 1970, p. 3.

29 Ibid.
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Nigeria has been plagued by a number of coup d'etats which

have greatly contributed to its present political and economic

instability.3 0

The present Nigerian Head of State is General Ibrahim

Babangida. He is head of the Supreme Military Council that

was revived after the fall of the civilian regime of President

Shagari. There have been several attempted coups, each of

which has cast a shadow on the future of Nigeria's democracy.

Hopefully, all of the seeds of democracy sown since

independence will not have been trampled upon when the time

comes for uninterupted civilian rule.

Finance

In January of 1973 the Nigerian Government changed its

unit of currency from the Pound to the Niara with an exchange

rate of two Niara to one Pound. The Niara designated by the

Symbols N and K is made up of 100 Kobo.31

The exchange rate at December 31, 1981 with some of the

major world currencies were as follows:

Nl:00 = F8.9810 (France)
= DM3.5343 (West Germany)
= Y344.9510 (Japan)
= LO.8254 (United Kingdom)
= US$1,5701 (United States)32

30 Ibid, Chapter 2.

31 Price Waterhouse, Doing Business in Nigeria (United
States 1982).

32 Ibid.

I , " ,,, mimm"Pla"Now 49 --- -
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Today, because of Nigeria's double digit inflation and a tight

foreign exchange control policy, the Niara exchanges at a rate

of one Niara for $.98 U.S.

The Central Bank of Nigeria is the head of the Nigerian

Banking System. Like the Bank of England and the Federal

Reserve system of the United States, it performs the important

functions of currency issue and control, lender of the last

resort and supports government development projects.33 The

one thing the Central Bank of Nigeria does not do is control

foreign banking. This is under the direct control of the

Ministry of Finance. 3 4

A indigenisation decree passed in 1976 required that all

foreign owned banks have 60% Nigerian ownership. Nine banks

fell into this category and in addition to the eleven wholly

Nigerian banks, total Commercial bank reserves in 1980 reached

960.8 million Niara, demand deposits were 3.430 billion Niara,

and time and savings deposits were 4.385 billion Niara.35

Social and Ethnic Background

Nigeria, like a majority of the African countries has a

diversity of ethnic groups. Of the estimated 250 ethic groups

that make up the Nigerian population, none of them are an

absolute numerical majority but each of them speak different

languages and dialects.36

34 Kurien, Encyclopedia of the Third World (New York
1980) , p. 1337.

35 Ibid. 36 Ibid.
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There are however, four dominant groups in the country:

the Hausa and Fulani in the North, the Yoruba in the West, and

the Ibo in the East.37 All four groups constitute sixty-two

percent of the population with the Hausas and the Fulanis

accounting for twenty-eight percent followed by the Ibos with

eighteen percent and the Yorubas with sixteen percent.38

Figure II shows the four major groups and other relatively

large tribes in Nigeria like the Kanuris, Nupes, Edos, Anangs,

Ibibios and the Tivs,

In relation to Nigeria's population, the size of its

non-African residents, estimated at 27,000 is small but

sufficiently diverse and includes the British, Indians,

Lebanese and Americans.

Contrary to the suit, collar and tie as it still exists

in former French countries, the Agbada, a traditional costume

of the Hausa and Yoruba has been adopted by Nigerians as their
national dress.39 The Agbada consists of baggy trousers and a
loose shirt (with sleeves reaching the wrist) worn under a

voluminous robe, with a distinctive cap in cloth or velvet.

The Easterners (Ibo), by tradition, are a lightly clad people
who prefer either a simple wrapper, worn by men and women or
the European clothes.40 Suits, even though unsuitable in

tropical weather, are still the business attire.

39 Ibid, p. 6.

40 Ibid.
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The official language in Nigeria is English and although

fluently spoken by about five percent of the population, it

makes Nigeria the largest English-speaking nation in black

Africa.41 Of the 250 languages, dialects and vernaculars

spoken in Nigeria, the Hausa language, in addition to the

pidgin English (sometimes called English crio or broken

English) is spoken as the "lingua franca." 42

A good number of Nigerians belong to social groups that

have little or no bearing with such modern units like family,

office or state. The family unit, for example, includes the

extended family of first, second and even third cousins. Such

groups as mentioned above include the clan, the craft guild,

the village or township improvement society. The local chief

with his courts and councils provides authority more permanent

and more effective than the politician or statesman,43

The Nigerian societies are to a substantial degree still

polygamous which is no indication that the women are of a

lower class. The Nigerian women enjoy a relatively fair

degree of freedom and economic independence due to their

involvement in both light and heavy trading.44

41 Kurian, Encyclopedia of the Third World, p. 1331.

42 Ibid.

43 Schwarz, Walter, Nigeria (Frederick A, Praeger New
York, 1968), p. 17,

44 Ibid,
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Nigeria, in contrast with its former French neighbors

like Ivory Coast or Dahomy (now called Benin) remains the only

nation more African than European. While the French heavily

exported their culture to their colonies Nigeria saw only a

little of British culture or civilization and as a result

their literature is in Nigerian languages and their drama,

music and sculpture are wholly of Nigerian influence,

Religion

Some of the Nigerian people are Pagans. The Nigerian

constitution though provides for freedom of worship; and as a

result, the Moslems, the Christians and the Pagans flourish in

their respective beliefs. 4 5

Christianity is practiced predominately in the Southern

States where the early missionaries first set foot in Nigeria

as they did in most coastal regions of Africa. Of the

estimated twenty three million Christians in Nigeria nearly

seventy percent are located in the Southern States.46 The

North is predominately Moslem and nearly one half of the West

is evenly divided between the Christians and the Moslems who

account for over forty seventy percent of the Nigerian

population. The rest of the population practices animism,47

45 Burns, Sir Alan, History of Nigeria, (Great Britain,
1969), p. 262.

46 Kurian, Encyclopedia of the Third World.

47 Ibid.



CHAPTER II

POPULATION AND GROWTH PROJECTIONS
IN NIGERIA 1960-1985

All of Nigeria's modern census figures, especially those

of 1973, have been greatly criticized by some of the political

representatives of certain regions of Nigeria. These

criticisms have among other shortcomings charged that some

regions of the country especially the North had their census

figures heavily inflated in order to achieve political gains.

However, regardless of the nature and extent of these

controversies, there is still no doubt that Nigeria remains

the most populous nation in Africa with one fifth of the

continents' inhabitants.1

Although the Nigerian census figures prior to

independence in 1960 are outside the scope of this thesis, I

will still give those of 1952-53 some brief consideration even

though they are not without their own shortcomings. The

basic attack on the 1952-53 census is because of the

inaccessibility of most rural areas that could be reached only

1 Caldwell, John C. & others. Population Growth and
Socioeconomic Change in West Africa (New York 1975) p. 254,

18
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by canoe or by foot through large jungles. There is also a

great possibility of under-enumeration. Despite this, the

1952-53 census is still widely viewed to represent a better

picture of Nigeria's population.2

The first of Nigeria's post independence census took

place in 1963. The total population, as published by the

Nigerian Census Bureau, was 55.66 million inhabitants. These

figures are believed to be over-inflated because studies on

both the 1952-53 and the 1963 census data indicate a yearly

growth rate of 5.6 percent which is regarded as too high to be

realistic.3 An example of such a disagreement with the

figures could be seen in Table I where the population of the

Northeastern region almost doubles every decade--a truly

unrealistic picture because of the poor health and inadequate

medical care in Nigeria in the 1950's and the high infant

mortality rate of the same period. Given the fact that

polygamous marriages are legal, a man married to five women

could have as many as twenty-five children within a decade

especially with little or no family planning or birth control

measures available in this same period.4 This fact alone can

account for the swelling of the Nigerian population,

2 Ibid, p. 256.

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid.
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Nigeria's second modern census was held in 1973. The

results of this exercise, even though not officially

published, put the Nigerian population at 79.76 million

people. The 1973 census is regarded as the most highly

disputed and controversial figures of the Nigerian population,

and as a result were canceled by the Government of General

Mohammad Murtala in 1975. The greatest charge against the

census is over-inflation of the figures in most of the

northern regions. References were even made of a village head

that because of his scanty population, had his cattle counted

as inhabitants.5  While the validity of such accusations may

be questionable, the fact remains that it is highly impossible

for the population of certain regions to double every ten

years from 1952 to 1973 as indicated in Table I on Page 5.

The high population growth rate that resulted in the

doubling of population in certain regions of Nigeria every ten

years would indicate that the population in those regions is

growing at an annual rate of nearly ten percent, a very

abnormal growth rate, Some of the statistics as shown in

Table I confirm the assertions of some critics that they are

highly inflated and consequently unrealistic.6

5 Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer, Nigeria Since 1970 (New
York 1981),, p. 5.

6 Ibid.
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A normal population growth rate, though difficult to

determine, has been found by most researchers to be almost two

percent, This rate has been known to go as low as one percent

and under7 for several developed nations including the U. S.

and the Soviet Union who are considered to have adopted some

form of population control measures, Most undeveloped and

developing countries, including Nigeria, are in the upper

ranges of three to three and one-half percent,

Based on the population growth rate of 3.4 percent used

by the United Nations, the Nigerian population is projected to

reach 169,325,000 by the year 2000.8 This will still

represent one fifth of the African Continent's inhabitants and

this spells very grave socioeconomic and political problems

for Nigeria--a nation which even today is not developing its

resources at a rate adequate enough to meet the needs of its

ever increasing population. See Table IV for projections

covering the years 1960-2000,

7 United Nations, Demographic Year Book 1984,

8 Ibid.
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TABLE IV

POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR NIGERIA 1960-2000

Year Projections

1960 42,950,000
*1963 55,660,000 - Actual
1965 48,680,000
1970 55,070,000

*1973 79,760,000 - Actual
1975 67,672,000
1980 84,732,000
1985 100,101,000
1990 119,075,000
1995 142,596,000
2000 169,325,000

Source: United Nations Demographic Yearbooks
for 1970, 1974, and 1984.

* - Actual population figures

Table IV also contains two actual population figures

(although those of 1973 were later cancelled in 1975) which do

not significantly deviate from the estimates prior to and/or

after the actual census figures, an indication that if actual

data are correct, the estimates should be about correct too.

If there is anything wrong with the data, it is with the

regional break down as indicated earlier in this work.

Keeping aside the fact that some regional data may have

been inflated one question remains to be answered: What has

accounted for the rapid growth in the Nigerian population?

And what is so different about Nigeria that makes thriving in

it so much easier than other countries? Take neighboring

Cameroon for example, with only one half9 the area of

9 Perkins A. Chance & Jasper H. Stembridge, p. 1-4.
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Nigeria, that has only about one tenth of the Nigerian popula-

tion, What accounts for the difference in population? It

certainly cannot be that natural and the most important source

of energy--water; even though William A. Hance says and I

quote: "...rainfall is probably the single most important

physical determinant of population patterns in West Africa

--Nigeria."10  Cameroon has the largest coast line in West

Africa and shares Lake Chad with Nigeria and two other African

nations on the Northeast. Although Nigeria has several inland

waterways, Cameroon is not deprived of these either.

Everything else considered, this leaves us with the only

unique climatic condition of the country and fertility of its

lands, The climate of Nigeria is good almost all year round.

It has the advantage of heavy rainfall that starts from the

forest belt and moderates up to the Savanah region. The

desert North is still considered fertile for such cereals as

corn, millet, soya beans, groundnuts and even yams that are

traditionally grown only in the South. With this ability to

feed itself coupled with their early exposure to European

trade, large communities developed rapidly first along the

coast and then inland. A city like Lagos, for example, has

over a period of three decades tripled its population.

There is no doubt that rapid population growth not only

drastically slows the absorption of the rest of the populace

into modern, high productivity economy, but it hinders the

10 Caldwell, John C. & others, Population Growth and
Socioeconomic Change in West Africa, p. 122.
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developing nations from coping effectively with large changes

in their natural or economic environment.11 Rapid population

growth also imposes costs in its investment need to maintain

capital per head. So, the argument that population growth

induces innovation, stimulates greater private investment,

provides for more geniuses and spontaneous creation of useful

knowledge is not strong enough given the fact that annual per

capita incomes for developing countries are two per cent or

less and in some cases far below two percent.12 If population

is growing at twice this rate, as in the case of Nigeria, then

the country has a serious imbalance in its administrative and

political mechanism,

Population Policies in Nigeria

Nigeria, like most of the other developing nations of

Africa, Asia and South America have either totally ignored the

problems of rapid population growth or underestimated their

real dangers. But it is, however, consoling to know that this

negligent thinking did not have to continue.

The first official concern with the population growth

problems of Nigeria was expressed in the guideposts for the

Second National Development plan of June 1966 prepared by the

11 Todaro, Michael T., The Struggle for Economic
Development, Chapter Five (New York 1983).

12 Ibid.
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Ministry of Economic Development,13 Thus, the first reference

to the need for a population policy for Nigeria was made in

this guide for preparing the Second Development Plan.

The guide indicated that although the Nigerian population

growth rate ot between two and two and one half per cent

during that period of 1966 was considered modest, there was

still a need to include a population policy as an integral

part of the national development effort.1 4 After this first

seed was sown several government leaders have publicly

expressed concern about the population growth problems and the

need for family planning. It is ironic that even though these

official public statements express support for family

planning, the only benefits derivable are maternal and child

health, family welfare and the basic human right to self

determining the number of children to be borne while the real

issue of fertility and population growth were unrelated to

family planning. 1 5

However, the interest demonstrated by both State and

Federal Government Officials resulted in the inclusion of the

guidepost material as part of the Second National Development

Plan (1970-1974) in November of 1970.

13 David R. Gwatkin, "Governmental Population Policies,"
Population Growth and Socioeconomic Change in West Africa
edited by John C. Celdwell & others, The Population Council
Inc. (New York, 1975) p. 169.

14 Ibid p. 170,

15 Ibid.
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Of the 344 pages of the Plan, the only page devoted to

the population policy began by stressing the fact that the

population policy in Nigeria was quite controversial.16

Another very important expression (and probably a grave

mistake of the time) in this document was the recognition of

the problems associated with rapid population growth but

pushing it aside with the notation that Nigeria's resource

base and development potentials were good enough to take care

of any population problem.17

The policy statement went on to say and I quote:

the magnitude of the country's population
problem is unlikely to be such that calls for
extensive emergency or panic action.... What seems
appropriate in the present circumstances of Nigeria
is for government to encourage the citizens to
develop a balanced view of the opportunities for
individual family planning on a voluntary basis,
with a view to raising the quality of life in their
offspring. Facilities are to be designed to
protect mothers, on a long-range basis, from
repeated and unwanted pregnancies, as well as to
enable parents to space their children for better
feeding, clothing and education.18

The concluding statement of this policy was that the

Nigerian Government will pursue a qualitative population

policy through various schemes of voluntary family planning

and other programs of the health and social welfare institu-

tions of the country. Through these programs, families will

have access to information, services and facilities that will

allow them to choose the number and spacing of their children.

16 Ibid. 17 Ibid.

18 Federal Republic of Nigeria, Second national
Development Plan 1970-1974 (Lagos:Ministry of Information
1970), p. 77.
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The work of the Family Planning Council of Nigeria (FPCN), a

private non-profit organization founded a year or two earlier,

had already contributed significantly towards preparing some

families in some communities for what policy the Government

was now adopting. The Agency for implementing this policy was

to be the National Population Council which had authority to

coordinate all external aid towards the program.19

This "bluffing" negligent attitude was undoubtedly based

on the fact that Nigeria, during that time period, was

enjoying an enormous oil boom that was expected to continue

indefinitely. The per barrel price of Nigerian sweet crude

was about $20 per barrel20 accounting for a daily petroleum

income of nearly $3 million.21 Given Nigeria's circumstances

of the time, together with the fact that it is a new-comer in

the oil industry, one would hope that history will be more

lenient on the poor judgement of its planners who needed to

know no more than that, the oil industry for over a century

and one half has been characterized by booms and bursts and

that no one single price, low or high, remained stable for any

considerable length of time.22

19 Ibid.

20 Ali D. Johany, The Myth of OPEC Cartel (New York
1980).

21 Anthony Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer, Chapter 7.

22 Ibid.
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Results of Policies Instituted

The only official government policy known to have been

instituted is what was contained in the Second Four-Year

National Development Plan. The policy did not call for any

stringent control measures. It was more of a problem

recognition statement that called for voluntary family

planning with government assistance through advisory and other

health and social programs. The end result was a net increase

in population.

Improving the quality of life as called for in the plan

meant the provision for better medical care which resulted in

a sharp fall in both prenatal and the infant and child

mortality rates, A reduction also occurred in maternal deaths

associated with child-birth and wasted pregnancies. Although

not enough is known about quantitative significance of the

population side effects of non-population programs like

health-care, the present burgeoning Nigerian population tells

quite clearly the ineffectiveness of any policies

instituted.23

Theory of Population and Review of Literature

The population problem dates as far back as three

thousand years ago. Biblical accounts of the Egyptian-Isreali

23 Davidson R. Gnatkin, "Government Population Policies."
Population Growth & Socioeconomic Change in West Africa editedby John Co Caldwell & others, p. 177-178.
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conflict indicate that the Pharoahs, fearing that population

growth was dangerously increasing in one ethnic group, ordered

the miliary to kill every male child as soon as he was born.24

The same is true today except that the killing is not done

savagely by the military as the Pharoahs fancied,

Concern for overpopulation is not, therefore, a creation

of today's modern nations. The issue is as old as history.

So even though credit for what is today's modern theory of

population goes to Thomas R. Malthus, some light had been shed

on the subject by other prominent 18th Century philosophers,

economists and writers like David Hume in his book "Of The

Populousness of Antient Nations, 1752," Robert Wallace, and

Adam Smith in his famous "An Inquiry into the Nature and

Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 1776." Adam Smith indicates

in his book that even though the wealth of a nation may be

very great, we should not expect the wages of labor to be very

high because sooner or later there would be more than enough

workers to more than supply the needed labor and the masters

would not need to compete or be obliged to bid against one

another in order to get their required laborers,25 According

to Adam Smith, population would have naturally multiplied

beyond the number required on the masters' payroll,

24 Edward Pohlman, How to Kill Populations
(Pennsylvania, 1971).

25 Adam Smith, "An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of
the Wealth of Nations--Summary," An Essay on the Principles of

pulAtionThomasR.-Malthus edited by Philip Appleman (New
York 1976).
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Among the several important points made by Adam Smith,

one of them is that poverty no doubt discourages marriage but

it also favors child bearing. According to Smith, "a

half-starved Highland woman frequently bears more than twenty

children while a pampered fine lady is often incapable of

bearing any, and is generally exhausted by two or three,"26

I do believe that Adam Smith was correct then and even

today (and many before me held the same view). According to

conservative estimates, the world population grows at well

over a million a week27 and seventy-five per cent of this

growth occurs in the under-developed nations. This account

more than proves Adam Smith's point.

Todays modern population theory evolved around the

thinking of Thomas R. Malthus as contained in several of his

original works. Malthus starts his theory by stating that

there are two postulata (natural laws): 1. That food is

necessary to the existence of man, and 2. that the passion

between the sexes is necessary and will remain nearly in its

present state.28 Malthus continues by stating that these two

fixed laws of nature have been in existence ever since mankind

appeared in the universe and so far there is no indication

that any alterations occurred or will occur in the future.29

26 Ibid, p. 6. 27 Pohlman, p. 15.

28 Thomas R. Malthus, An Essay on the Principle of
Population, 1798, edited by Philip Appleman (New York 1976),
pp. 17-19.

29 Ibid, p. 19.
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In conclusion, Malthus said and I quote:

"Assuming then, my postulata is granted, I say
that the power of population is indefinitely
greater than the power in the earth to produce
subsistence for man. Population, when unchecked,
increases in a geometrical ratio while subsistence
increases only in an arithmetical ratio."30

When Thomas Malthus first sounded his warning in 1798,

several people heeded the warnings while many others doubted

him and even thought he was altogether wrong. Even today,

many still think they have proven him wrong by stating that

large portions of fertile land have been reclaimed from swamps

and the sea which together with advances in agricultural

science and technology has greatly boosted agricultural

production. This is true, but this is only an exception which

has actually not significantly helped the population problem.

And according to Thomas Malthus, the existence of an exception

does not make it a rule nor a rule an exception.31

Thomas Robert Malthus in my opinion was right, but today

conditions have changed to make it difficult to completely

agree with him, Such changes have basically taken the form of

advances in technology that have helped in Agriculture,

medicine, and in the manufacture of investment and consumer

goods.32

30 Ibid, p. 20

31 Ibid.

32 Clarence Zuvekas Jr., Economic Development (New York,

1979) , pp. 83-86.

I. 11,1-- - -11k, :- -4,_ - tAIWA



32

in both Europe and North American for example, where the

population growth rate is either negative or very low, the

trend seems to be that as standards of living rise, population

falls. The reason for this is that people tend to want more

luxury items and services like cars, homes and travel, than

another child.

Conditions in the developing countries are different from

those of the Western Nations. As a result Thomas Malthus may

still be considered with a lot of merit in the developing

countries. This difference is mainly because these countries

trail in the area of technological achievement, low education,

poverty and consequently low standards of living. All these

conditions reduce large population growth.

Methods of Population Control

There is no doubt that such a famed and well respected

philosophical writer like Thomas Robert Malthus could not have

alerted the world of the dangers of over-population without

prescribing what the cure in his own opinion could be.

Malthus' original work, it was believed, advocated debarring

the poor from marriage but when criticized he explained that

what he actually meant was for those who could not provide

economic support for their family not to get married. He

further explained that it was not a matter of stopping

marriage, but postponing it until an older age. Malthus was

quite aware of the consequences of such postponement which
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included prostitution and other related immoralities, but he

felt that these were lesser evils than those stemming from

over-populating the nation.

The most commonly agreed method of population control is

fertility control. Reducing fertility is the same as

decreasing the number of births, If we assume that there is a

natural rate of population increase--ie, the rate at which

births and deaths cancel each other, and that as modern

States, we have the responsibility to preserve life by

providing better health care, (thereby reducing the number of

deaths) then sooner or later we would be caught in the

Malthusian Delemma.33 If people are not dying as new births

are being given, then the population is not controlled. This

is one argument that, at least in modern today, there is no

real natural rate of population growth and as a result

fertility control alone may not be enough as a solution.

While contraceptives are ways through which fertility can

be controlled, our different cultural and religious

backgrounds do not make it easy for their smooth and uniform

application. In some countries, this form of birth control is

officially unacceptable.

Family planning, which helps to educate families on the

need for smaller families (children), and the spacing required

for adequate care of already born children, is one method

considered acceptable in almost every society but its only

problem is the voluntary nature of the programs. When the

33 Thomas Overbeck, The Evolution of Population Theory
(Connecticut, 1977) p. 64.
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Family Planning Council of Nigeria first started, the results

were very encouraging but Nigeria's relatively low literacy

rate made continuous progress slow. So even family planning

depends very heavily on a well-educated society in order to

fully realize the potentials of such a program.

Abortions and Sterilizations

Abortions and sterilizations are another form of keeping

down population growth, but in several countries these methods

are not only frowned upon but wholly unacceptable, In some

countries where the legality is not the question, as in the

United States, a group of concerned citizens have mobilized

tremendous support to make it such a big and sensitive

political issue that the future of such legality is seriously

in doubt,

Whether it is contraceptives, abortions or steriliza-

tions, it is hard to imagine that any such system or method

would be accepted in a democracy. There are too many powerful

political groups that would oppose it, contending that human

freedoms were being violated or that one race was being

singled out for ruthless discrimination.34

Policies Concerning International Immigration

There is no doubt that immigration has some part to play

in swelling up the Nigerian population. Nigeria, like most

other West African countries has over the years been a

34 Edward Pohlman, p. 60.
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"holding pot" for migrant workers, traders, and nomads who

felt that such a movement was socially and economically

satisfying to them. Historical accounts indicate that

migration in Nigeria could be divided up into three types:

pre-colonial movements that were mostly slave-type movements,

colonial time movements made up mostly by those trying to

take advantage of the radical changes of socio-economic

situations and the post-colonial type movements as the nations

rural and urban centers were increasingly becoming larger. 3 5

While there are no statistics to accurately document the

number of aliens that have moved into Nigeria, there is the

general belief that large numbers of immigrants have over a

long period of time moved across the borders from neighboring

countries like Togo, Dahony (now called Benin), Ghana, Chad

and Cameroon.36 The inability to substantiate the influx

accurately came from the fact that not too long ago what are

todays national boundries were internal tribal divisions. The

case of Cameroon is a good example, as West Cameroon was at

one time part of Nigeria until 1960 when it became an

independent state.

Nonetheless, conservative estimates show that over the

years Nigeria has received nearly ten million immigrants even

35 Reuber K. Udo, "Migration & Urbanization," Population
Growth and Socioeconomic Change in West Africa edited by John
C. Caldwell (New York 1975) p. 298.

36 Davidson R. Gwatkin, "Governmental Population
Policies" Population Growth & Socioeconomic Change in West
Africa (New York 1975) p. 174.
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though it lost nearly one half of this during the Civil War as

refugees to Gabon, Ivory Coast and Cameroon.37

There seems to be a greater availability of Government

policy regulating immigration not only in Nigeria but in most

West Africa nations.38 Surprisingly enough, the purpose of

this is not as one may think--to curb population growth--but

to save both unskilled and skilled jobs for Nigerian

Nationals. This is of course not unique to Nigeria and other

West African countries as most nations worldwide have

traditionally regulated immigration for the same reason.39

As recently as the early 1980's Nigeria expelled several

thousand aliens, most of them Ghanians in compliance with

Federal law requiring every non-Nigerian to be documented and

legally allowed to reside and work in Nigeria.

The actual reason for this drastic policy is not the

protection of indigenous Nigerians against aliens snatching

away the job. The truth of the matter is that Nigeria has

allowed its population to outgrow its resources and therefore

is unable to provide for everyone as it had traditionally

done. The answer to this is to control not only immigration

but its burgeoning population.

37 Ibid.

38 Ibid .

39 Ibid,



CHAPTER III

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

Economic development in any country is heavily dependent

upon the development policies of the nation and upon both its

natural resources and the infrastructure set up to facilitate

the achievement of the envisaged development. The main focus

of this chapter will be to review Nigeria's development

policies and examine the extent of its agricultural and

industrial development together with the available infra-

structural factors like transportation and communications.

Even though Nigeria's steaming population, coupled with

constant political turmoil, may seem to overshadow both the

economic development and growth of this great nation, there

are still visible signs that the country has been on a

progressive ladder ever since independence in October of 1960.

The per capita GNP (Gross National Product) for example,

has been rising ever since independence. In 1974 it was $280

and by 1979 it almost doubled to $510.1 It's yearly growth

rate has also been impressive. Between 1960-74 the average

1 World Bank Atlas, Population Per Capita Product &

Growth Rate, 1976-1979 issues (Washington DC, USA).

37

WAN-
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growth rate was 2.9 percent and between 1965-75 it had more

than doubled to 6.0 percent.2 Comparing it with some of her

West African neighbors and even other industrialized nations,

like the USA and the USSR, it maintained the highest average

growth rate for the period 1960-1979 as can be seen in Table

V, showing GNP and GNP Growth Rates.3

It is important to note here that even with the

discrepancy in the population figures in Nigeria (which have

been on the increase) the GNP has been on the increase and the

economy has been steadily growing. If we stop and consider

Nigeria's GNP and growth rates at half its present population,

its GNP would be four or five times what it is today.4 and

Nigeria's standard of living (living conditions, education,

health, housing, etc.) measured in terms of GNP would be just

as high.

Some arguments have been made to discredit Nigeria's

economic growth rate because it is thought to have been

affected by a single commodity--oil, especially as the period

under consideration was the period during which oil prices

gradrupled.5  But this argument is not strong enough because

with the oil component out, Nigeria's economic growth rate

falls to a moderate three percent,6 still considered good

2, Ibid. 3. Ibid.

4. Anthony Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer, p 65.

5, Ibid. 6. Ibid.,
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enough. Compare this figure with the 1.7 percent growth rate

of the USA and 3.1 percent of the USSR for the same period as

reported in Table V and you see that this clearly indicates

that the Nigerian economy grew faster than the economy of the

USA and USSR. During this same period the population growth

rates f cr the USA and the Soviet Union were respectively 0.8

percent and 1.0 percent as compared with Nigeria's population

growth rate of 3.3 percent.7 Given the same low population

growth rate as the USA and USSR, Nigerians would certainly

enjoy a much higher standard of living.

Development Policies

Nigeria is basically a capitalist nation and like most of

its West African counterparts has based its development policy

on capitalism aided by both the national and foreign

Governments and private industry.

Pre-civil War Period

All through the years just before and after independence,

the emphasis laid by the Nigerian government was toward the

rapid development of trade and industry to allow Nigerians the

opportunity to play an increased role in the development

process of their young nation.8 To go about achieving this

7 United Nations Demographic Yearbook, 1984 edition.
8 Chapi Martin, Shitah, "Indigenous Private Enterprise inNigeria, (Denton, Texas 1984)*
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increased role, the government intensified efforts to

encourage the spirit of nationalism. As part of this scheme,

the government took a more direct and active role in the

productive sector of the economy by establishment of

Government and para-public corporations.9 As state ventures

functioning as private firms would, Nigeria was able to take

on several large scale national development activites, all of

which were geared toward the national welfare needs of the

country. This government intrusion was to pave the way to

greater indigenous participation in the economic activities of

Nigeria as could be evidenced by the number of indigenization

decrees that later on came to be passed.

Post Civil War Period

Nigeria went though some political disturbances that led

it into a Civil War that lasted from 1967 to 1969.10 At the

end of this war, Nigeria slightly revised its development

policy to include reconstruction of the damage suffered during

the war. Greater emphasis was also laid on greater private

foreign investment than had existed during and before the

Civil War.

9 Ibid.

10 Sayre P. Schatz, Nigerian Capitalism, (Los Angeles
1977).
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The encouragement of greater foreign investment

participation in the development and reconstruction of Nigeria

did not come without a price of pay. This price was in the

form of guarantees for stable investments. The Government

also showed increased involvement in the well-being of foreign

investors by creating departmental bodies that dealt

specifically with the problems of foreign investors in an

attempt to keep their investments in Nigeria.11

The end of the Civil War saw a very promising economic

future. A number of reasons account for this bright future.,

During the war, import restrictions were in application, the

effect of which was a substantial growth in the oil industry.

Oil production, which had played a major role in the growing

economy, increased four times between 1962-1963 and 1966-1967,

Even with this increase the Second Development Plan still

projected further doubling of oil production by 1973-1974

despite the wartime set backs. 1 2

During the first four years after independence, oil

production represented only two percent of the GDP (Gross

Domestic Product), but this percentage started rising steadily

to 5.1 percent in 1966-67 and was expected to rise to over

12.5 percent by 1973-74.13 Coincidentally this represents the

11 Chapi M. Shitah, p 21.

12 Sayre P. Schatz, p 21.

13 Second National Development Plan 1970-74 (Lagos:

Federal Ministry of Information, 1970) pp 50, 52, 56.
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same period during which oil prices had almost quadrupled--a

hay day in the history of the modern oil industry.

This also represents a time when most governments, whose

economies were dependent upon oil revenues, made the most

devastating budgetary and planning errors because they felt

that the oil prices were going to stay that high or even

continue to rise, Nobody was smart enough to think that the

oil industry was just going through one of the phases booms

and bursts that have characterized the industry for years.

The petroleum producing nations especially felt so because for

the first time they were in complete control of the oil

produced in their countries including prices and production

volume.

If the Civil War did anything, it left Nigeria with

confidence, a sense of idealism and purpose that was necessary

to tackle its development and reconstruction plan,

characteristics that were previously lacking.1 4 The origin of

this confidence however, has to be attributed to the over-all

natural gifts of the country in agriculture, livestock,

forestry, fishing, oil and solid minerals. Added to this

confidence was the quantity of Nigeria's manpower and a strong

determination to transform the nation in to a sound political,

economic and social society,

14 Second National Development Plan, p. 32.
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Nearly all of Nigeria's Post-Civil War development policy

was a prescription of the Second National Development Plan.

Resounding Nigeria's nationalistic and idealistic goals the

plan presented the following summary:

1. A united, strong and self-reliant nation
2. A great and dynamic economy
3. A just and egalitarian society
4. A land of bright and full opportunities for all

citizens, and
5. A free and democratic society.15

What was most important and greatly stressed in the plan

as a matter of policy was an increasing desire for Nigeria to

be independent of foreign investors even though they were

needed to build the economy. At least Nigerians were not

ignorant of history, that political independence without

economic independence was but an empty shell and that the

interest of powerful foreign governments and investors could

not be expected to coincide with those of the National

Government.16

Another area of development policy was the concern about

income and wealth distribution and redistribution. There was

the need to reduce the areas of unearned incomes in order to

broaden the social base of capital ownership in the economy

and allow Nigerians to share in the increasing profits

generated in the country. 1 7

15 Ibid p. 32.

16 Ibid p. 144.

17 Ibid p. 75
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As part of Post Civil-War Development Policy, the

Government was to insist on 55 percent majority ownership in

such major industries as iron and steel, petro-chemical,

fertilizer production and petroleum products. In addition,

the share of both government and indigenous private equity in

other minor industries was to be 35 per cent.18

The old policy of infusing Nigerians into high ranking

technical and managerial positions was also reiterated not

only in employment but in partial ownership of foreign-run

companies. Even the question of Nationalization was not left

unconsidered even though in actual practice it was never done

because it serves as the single largest deterant to foreign

investors which Nigeria was not ready to completely

discourage. 1 9

Mineral, Agricultural and Industrial Development

Mineral Resources

Nigeria is one of the few African countries that has been

blessed with an abundance of several mineral resources, Some

of the very important ones include the following: Petroleum

and Natural Gas, Coal, Silver, Gold, Mangenese, Iron Ore and

Limestone,

18 Ibid, p. 145.

19 Sayre P. Schatz, pp 23-24.
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Although commercial production of oil did not start until

December of 1957, the exploration for oil in Nigeria had

started as early as 1937 by Royal Dutch Shell and British

Petroleum (B.P.),20 While there were no great expectations

about the Nigerian oil at the time, the completion of the

first exporting terminal at Bonny in the then Eastern Nigeria,

and the entry of Gulf, Mobile and Safrap (GLF--a French

Consortium) a few years later, soon changed the whole picture,

Nigerian daily production increased significantly with little

or no noticeable interruption during the Civil War that lasted

nearly three years.

The fall in production that occurred between 1975 and

1978 was a deliberate check because of the up and down

movement in prices during this period when OPEC (Organization

of Petroleum Exporting Countries) was negotiating for price

increases. Daily production went from 400,000 barrels in 1966

to 2.3 million in 1979.21 See Table VI for both annual and

daily production figures. A very important point of note is

the uniqueness of Nigerian oil. Nigerian oil was considered

very high quality because of its low sulphur content, and as a

result had the advantage of low refining cost.

Production of the Nigerian oil is now under the control

of the NNPC (Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation)--the

product of the NNOC (Nigerian National Oil Corporation)

20 Anthony Kird-Green & Douglas Rimmer, p. 83.

21 Ibid, p. 84.



TABLE VI

PRODUCTION AND AVERAGE EXPORT PRICES OF CRUDE OIL

Production
Annual Average Average Price
Total Daily Rate U.S. $ per barrel

-.(million barrels)

1966 152.4 0.418
1969 197.2 0.540 2.17
1970 395.8 1.081 2.25
1971 568.9 1.559 3.05
19/2 665.3 1.818 3.39
1973 750.4 2.056 4.80
1974 823.3 2.256 14.69
1975 651.3 1.781 12o17
19/6 757.6 2.070 13.81

1977 765.7 2.099 14.56
1978 695.0 1.912 14.17
1979 840.0 2.300 21.00

Source: Anthony
Nigeria

Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer,
Since 1970

and the Ministry of Petroleum formed in 1977.22 The NNPC and

NNOC were created in compliance with: (1) The Companies Decree

of 1968 that required part-ownership of the oil operations in

Nigeria, (2) the Petroleum Decree of 1969 which provided for

the granting of future licenses contingent upon government

participation in the oil operations, and (3) the Second

National Development Plan that declared the governments'

intention to acquire a major role in the exploitation of

Strategic National Resources in Nigeria. 2 3

The Government, through the NNPC, now owns fifty-five

percent of the shares of all the oil companies operating in

Nigeria, grants concessions and leases, controls production

23 Ibid, p. 88.
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22 Ibid, p 86.9
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refining, and marketing of petroleum.24 Nigeria's four

refineries--located in Port Harcourt, Wari, Kaduna and Aba

account for ten percent of Nigeria's total output of crude.

Oil revenues in Nigeria have been substantial and

mounting over the years. In 1970 oil revenues were about $350

million; in 1978 they were $9 billion; in 1979 they were $16

billion; and in 1980 they were $25 billion. These revenues

have enormously contributed to Nigeria's economic development.

These large sums coupled with proven reserves of twenty

billion barrels25 spread over a twenty to twenty-five year

period have caused Nigeria to over budget for exorbitant

projects that are today not feasible because of a fall in oil

prices.

Natural gas is usually discovered with or without oil and

its production in Nigeria as a separate industry has been

difficult because of the lack of facilities for collecting and

distributing the fuel, As a result, large amounts have just

been left to burn off, It was not until 1977 that a Liquified

Natural Gas (LNG) plant was built in Bonny with the Government

owning 60 percent shares, B P owning 10 percent, Shell - 10

percent, Agip - 7.5 percent, Phillip - 7.5 percent, and Elf -

5 percent.26

24 Ibid, p 89.

25 Ibid, p 91.

26 Ibid, pp 91-93.
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Other Nigerian natural resources that are being developed

and exploited are coal (mainly for home consumption), and

limestone for cement currently being exported, Part of

Nigeria's iron ore (which was chiefly exported in the 1960's

and 1970's) is now being used in Nigeria's own iron smelting

plant which exports steel to neighboring countries.

Agriculture

The importance of agriculture in Nigeria today is no less

important than it was many years back but yet, agricultural

production, both for home and export markets has dropped

drastically, As a result Nigeria has become a net importer of

food and other agricultural products rather than a net

substantial exporter before the Civil War of 1967-70. Not

only was Nigeria exporting food but farming dominated

Nigeria's economic life accounting for a major portion (70

percent) of the GDP (Gross Domestic Product),27

In 1980 for example, the contribution of agricultural

production to the GDP fell to one-quarter or less and today,

in the late 1980's, that contribution is even much less. Any

conclusive statement about Nigerian agriculture is however,

not possible because, like the population problem, estimates

of agricultural production are among the most unreliable of

all economic data in Nigeria. Statistics collected by

official agencies cover less than a tenth of the data needed

27 Anthony Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer, p. 70.
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for a realistic appraisal of the performance of the

agricultural sector. This fact alone certainly casts some

doubt as to whether absolute or relative decline has occurred

in Nigerian agriculture.28

A number of reasons can be attributed to the noticeable

decline in farming and agriculture production. (1) Toward the

end of the Civil War (1969) petroleum production increased

substantially and became the major contributor to GDP and a

source of export earnings and public revenues. (2) More than

one-half the farming done in Nigeria is carried out by farming

households who cultivate about five acres using such gear as

hoes, machetes, and other hand tools. 2 9 With the current

trend of youths migrating from rural to urban areas, there was

definitely a short fall in farm help accounting for the fall

in production. (3) Even with agriculture production unchanged,

the rising population will cause a shortage in the needed food

products to feed the populations. (4) Even mechanized farming

(using oxe and machinery) conducted mostly by the Government

has not compared favorably to render the household farmer

inefficient and thereby attribute Nigeria's falling output to

him,30

Estimates indicate that less than two-fifths of the total

area suitable for agriculture is being cultivated and less

28 Ibid, p. 72. 29 Ibid,

30 M. J. Ojo "Food Supplies in Nigeria, 1960-1975"
Economic & Financial Review (Central Bank of Nigeria) Vol. 15,
No. 2.
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than one-fifth of the land cultivatable with up-to-date

techniques is being used as such. This indicates an

abundance of cultivatable land left unused. While this may be

true, an important point has been ignored that some of these

lands harbour lots of tsetse flies and are inaccesible because

of their remoteness and are consequently uninhabited.31

Cattle in Nigeria are kept by the Fulanis, a nomadic

tribe of the North while sheep, goats and poultry are kept

almost nation-wide. Meat in general is scarce in Nigeria

resulting from the fact that stable ranches are absent and

those areas that should provide abundant year-around feed for

cattle are infested by tsetse flies,

Although thirty five percent of the total land area of

Nigeria is forest lands, only ten per cent is made up of

permanent forest reserves.32 The extraction of timber from

these lands for export ceased since 1978 because of increased

domestic demand and large efforts are now being made to

regenerate the deforested areas with fast growing species.

In addition to importing local staples, Nigeria imports

the following major food items: wheat, sugar, fish, rice and

milk which are also produced locally but in quantities

insufficient to meet domestic demand.

The fall in agriculture production did not go by without

some government action. In addition to the four points

mentioned above, the government felt that the decline was

31 Ibid.

32 Ibid, p. 71.
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because of the absence of large-scale farming. In response to

this The Land Use Decree of March 1978 was passed. The

guidelines for The Fourth National Development Plan clearly

expounded on the purpose of the land use decree as follows:

The land tenure system has long been the bottle-neck
in the establishment of large scale farms by private
operators. With the implementation of the recent
Land Use Decree.....private sector involved in
large-scale agricultural activities should receive a
boost during the next plan period.....Availability
of land should no longer be constraint to
agricultural undertakings. The reform should
promote better security of tenure and also encourage
consolidation of holdings and large-scale
operations. It should be easier to attract foreign
entreprenurs and foreign capital into agricultural
production.33

The Land Use Decree was not the only avenue the

government pursued to raise agricultural productivity. Other

arrangements include The National Accelerated Food Production

Programme launched in 1973, The Operation Feed The Nation in

1976 and The Green Revolution in 1980. The main purpose of

all of these programs was to make available fertilizers,

planting material and insecticides at little or no cost to the

farmer. The success of these programs was greatly hindered by

inefficiency in the distribution of the materials needed by

the farmers.34

But the case of Nigeria's agricultural shortfall falls

within the perimeter of two well known theories: the theory

of Vicious Circle of Poverty and the theory of the Big Push.

33 Guidelines f or the Fourth National Development Plan,
Lagos 1979, page 29.

34 Third National Development Plan, Lagos 1975, p. 69.
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The Nigerian farmer is a relatively poor rural dweller. His

income, which is the return from the sale of his products in

both the home and export market, is too small to enable

savings or investments and so he is unable to acquire the type

of capital equipment that will boost his production, And so

he remains poor and continues to see a gradual drop in his

output as the years go by.35

The theory of the Big Push also can apply to Nigerian

agriculture. The theory says that industrialization is the

way to achieving equal distribution of incomes between

different areas of the world or nation. Industrialization

here is defined as increased use of capital by labour both in

agriculture and in non-agricultural production.36 In the case

of Nigeria this was absent even during the time when Nigerian

agricultural production was highest, during the Pre-Civil War

years.

According to these theories, therefore, what Nigeria

needs today is extensive mechanization of the agricultural

sector. According to the Big Push Theory, industrialization

of the agricultural sector alone is not enough. Around the

agricultural industries there should be a cluster of other

35 Clarence Zuvekas, Jr., Economic Development (New York
1979) . p. 39.

36 Ibid, p 42.
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related or unrelated industries and together both industries

will be sustained for prolonged periods of time and viably

too. And most important of all, industrialization should be

under efficient and experienced management if any significant

results are to be achieved,

Industrialization

Industrialization has been defined as the use of

machinery and other capital assets including division of labor

for the development of economic activity in relatively large

units of production.37 While there might be other definitions

or even the existence of flaws in the above definition, for

all practical purposes it can be considered appropriate for

young Nigeria's industrialization appetite.

Statistics show that in 1961 nearly 11,000 industrial

establishments employing less than ten persons existed in the

then Eastern Nigeria. By 1971 another estimate indicated that

about 35,000 industrial establishments with assets of 50,000

Niara and employment of less than 50 persons existed in the

Western State.38

37 Anthony Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer, p. 94,

38 Peter Kilby, The Development of Small Industry in
Eastern Nigeria (Lagos: U. S. Aid, 1962); S. A. Aluko et al,
Small-Scale Industries: Western State of Nigeria (IFE:
Industrial Research Unit, University of IFE 1972).
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These numbers may seem very impressive but these are

establishments that include the bicycle repairman, the shoe

maker and repairer, the street corner tailor, carpenter,

smithery, auto repairs and several service trades, Also

classified in these industrial establishments are small food

processing businesses, weaving and production of mats, baskets

and tools.39

In actual sense, therefore, if large industrial

undertakings like steel making, paper mills, fertilizer

manufacturers, meat-packing, petro-chemical industries, etc,

are to be considered, only a handful of the several thousand

industrial establishments mentioned above would remain as

industries in Nigeria. But these establishments play a very

key role in providing income and employment in Nigeria and

their importance cannot be minimized.40

Whatever the case, our real concern when we talk about

industrial development in Nigeria, is with those industrial

establishments (be it in agriculture, machinery, chemical,

etc.) that are large and elaborately organized units of

production, the fall or closure of one or two would make a

significant impact on the income and employment in Nigeria,

According to the Third National Development Plan of

Nigeria, these types of industrial establishments (the modern

sector) employed about 1.5 million Nigerians in 1975.41 Any

39 Ibid. 40 Ibid.

41 Third National Development Plan of Nigeria 1975-1980
(Lagos, Central Planning Office, 1975).
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one of these establishments employ about fifty or more persons

and their capital investments are at least a quarter of a

million Niara and more.

Large scale manufacturing or industrial establishments,

until the late 1950's, have been very scarce in Nigeria. The

basic reason for this is that the Nigerian home markets were

served by imports from Britain and whatever exports came out

of Nigeria, went through little or no processing. Another

reason for this scarcity is that the enterprises equipped with

finance and management expertise for such manufacturing

establishments were the trading companies (John Halt, U.A.C.

etc.) which imported manufactures, and beyond them the

overseas manufacturers who produced for the Nigerian Market,

but neither of these groups saw any obligating reasons to

locate manufacturing in Nigeria.42

But it was not too long before conditions changed. The

expanding Nigerian market brought new competitors from other

European countries, who because of the vacuum created by the

Second World War were eagerly searching for new markets

overseas, This struggle resulted in the establishment of both

light and large industrial outfits in Nigeria. This

competitiveness coincided with the governments' inducement of

manufacturing investments in Nigeria which took the form of

rebates on imported raw materials, income tax benefits for

42 Anthony Kirk-Greene & Douglas Rimmer, p. 95.
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three to five years and accelerated depreciation rate for

capital equipment, In addition to these inducements, both the

regional and federal governments of Nigeria contributed

heavily to equity and made capital loans to interested

companies.43

All of the above conditions could be considered as the

beginning of industrialization in Nigeria. These industries

that sprang up as a result of both the government action and

the foreign investor included cotton textiles, beer, soft

drinks, soap and detergent, roofing sheets, paint, and

footwear. Pre-processed and manufactured exports included tin

metal, sawn timber and plywood, groundnut oil and paste, cocoa

products, creped rubber and processed palm oil. 44

Despite the emphasis on Nigerian industrial development,

manufactured output contributed very little to the GDP.

According to the Federal Office of Statistics in 1976,

manufacturing and crafts contributed only seven percent to the

GDP estimates of the early 1970's. Other estimates a year or

two later recorded an increase of only 4.7 percent, an

indication that Nigeria still lags behind in

industrialization. This is the same view expressed in the

Third National Development Plan, which concluded that

"Manufacturing in Nigeria was underdeveloped both in size and

composition relative to the GDP."45 Table VII shows the

43 Ibid. 44 Ibid, p. 96.

45 Third Plan, p. 145-147.
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TABLE VII

Structure of Enumerated Manufacturing by Value Added and
Employment, 1972

Consumer goods

Foodstuffs
Beverages
Cigarettes
Textiles
Footwear & clothing
Furniture & fixtures
Printing
Soap, detergents &

pharmaceuticals
Plastic products

Intermediate goods

Leather
Sawn timber
Paper products
Chemical products
Petroleum products
Rubber products
Non-metalic mineral

products

Mechanical industries

Machinery,, excl.
electrical

Electrical machinery
Motor vehicle assembly
Other metallic
products

Unallocated

"ISIC Code

4. 1

3111-22 10.5
3131, 3133-4 1- 15.1
3140 8.7
3211 12.6
3212-3,3220,3240 4.7
3319,3230 1.0
3420 2.6

3522-3 6.2
3560 1.3

6'2 ..7

3231 0.5
3311 2.3
3412,3419 2.0
3511-2,3521,3529 2.4
3540 9.4
3551,3559 3.4
3610,3620
3691-2,3699 4.6

24,6

3822,3824,3829 0.2
3831-2,3839 1.2
3843 -.

3720,3811-3,3819 11.2

12 6
0.1

100.0

Value Added Employment
(percentages)

15.7
3.3
2.5

22.1
7.3
3.5
6.0

3.9
2.4

66.7

0,04-
5.4
1.9
1.6
0.3
4.6

4.9

19 .3

0 .3
1.3
0.3

11.3

13.2
0.8

100.0

Nigeria SinceSource: Anthony Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer,
1970.
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different classification of goods and type of industry and

their respective contributions to the manufacturing portion of

the GDP (Value Added). The lable also indicates the percent

of employment in the different industries, with consumer goods

employing over sixty six percent of total persons employed in

all manufacturing operations.

Until recently, most of the large-scale manufacturing was

concentrated around greater Lagos, the Capital of Nigeria,

with Kano, Kaduna and Zaria in the north, Enugu, Aba and Port

Harcourt in the East serving as smaller locations. Since

most of the industries are market oriented, their locations

had to be advantageously picked since these places were

themselves large markets and presented no transportation

difficulties to other markets.

Any discussion of the subject of Nigerian industrial

development would be incomplete without including these new

and large-scale industries established in the mid 1970's and

1980's. First there was the steel project that had gone

through three development plans and failing several datelines

to become a reality in the mid 1980's. The plant, now located

at Ajaokuta with a yearly capacity of 1.5 million tons,

utilizes deposits of iron ore and coking coal in Kwara State.

Two Reduction Plants were planned in Port Harcourt and Warri

each with a capacity of one half million tons. Although the
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Port Harcourt Plant was abandoned in 1978 because of a short

fail in finances, the other was commissioned in Warri in

1981.46

A chemical plant using petroleum or natural gas to

produce caustic soda, PVC and polyethylene was planned for the

Second Development Plan and because of the large financial

burden it was replaced by a superphosphate fertilizer plant

located in Kaduna in 1977. The product of this plant was

primarily to help in groundnut cultivation.

Even though vehicle assembly started in Nigeria as early

as 1960, it was mostly limited to commercial vehicles, But

with increased use of the motor car in Nigeria, three assembly

plants were built, one in Kaduna for the Peugeot, the Other in

Lagos for Volkswagen and the Ilorin for Nissan.

Four other plants were included in the Third Plan and as

early as 1979 Leyland Motors was located at Ibadan, by 1980

Steyr was located in Bauchi, Fiat at Kano and Mercedes at

Enugu, Within less than a decade Nigeria had seven additional

vehicle assembly plants, adding considerably to its

industrialization program.47

Next came the building of the cement factory. By 1975

Nigeria's private and public consumption of cement was.

considered very large to depend solely on imports, In this

same year, for example, the Federal Government alone had

46 Anthony Kirk-Greene & Douglas Rimmer, p. 99.

47 Ibid.
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orders for twenty million tons of cement for delivery within

twelve months, This necessitated the building of three

additional cement factories with a combined yearly production

of 1.25 million tons, There was also a proposal to double the

capacity of the already existing plants at Nkalagu, Ukpilla,

Sokoto and Calaba to two million tons annually,48

Even with all these additions in both plant and plant

size, The Central Bank index for 1978 indicated a rise of only

twenty percent in cement production between 1974-1978 and that

even by 1980 two thirds of the required material would still

be served by imports. The reason for this slow rise in output

was traced to shortages of power supply, lack of skilled

man-power, lack of efficient management and lack of spare

parts. These problems were not unique to the cement industry

because most of the industries solely owned and operated by

Nigerian Nationals (Public Companies) had the same disease.

Some plants like the one in Calaba suffered uniquely from an

intrastructural problem--no good roads to transport the

limestone from the quarry to factory site.49

The question remains to be answered--whether Nigeria is

ready for the type of complex large-scale industrialization it

hungers for and if so, is it real inefficiency or "faked

inefficiency" that some developing countries deliberately

48 The Second Progress Report on the Third National
Development Plan, 1975-80, (Lagos: Central Planning Office,
1979) p. 59.

49 Ibid, p. 100.
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create to enmass for themselves public wealth? If it is the

former, then Nigeria has a long way to go to correct the

problem for it lacks the skilled technical manpower to run its

modern sector economy. But if it is the latter, then there is

little that can be done in the short run to stop it as bribery

and corruption are difficult to trace and punish.

Labor Force, Transportation and Communications

Labor Force

The labor force of most nations is defined as the number

of persons within a certain age limit, usually between the

ages of fifteen and fifty-five who are economically active,

seeking a job, or already working or wish to be considered as

such.50 Within the framework of this definition, the Nigerian

labor force was estimated to be 29.22 million in 1975.

The above figure cannot go undisputed because of the

discrepencies already discussed about the Nigerian population

figures. However, some weight may be attached to the above

figures because they came about not only as a direct product

of the population figures but the result of an independent

rural demographic survey carried out in 1965-1966o The

results of the survey were that about twenty eight million

Nigerians were in gainful employment. That leaves 1.22

50 The Third National Development Plan, 1975-80. Special
Launching Edition, 1975, (Lagos, Central Planning Office
19/5), Vol. 1, p. 367-9.
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million to be considered as unemployed if the 29.22 million

figure is accepted as the nations labor force. With

everything else still in place, the unemployment rate would be

4.17 percent.

While the figure of 4.17 percent may not be perturbing,

it could be considered high for a nation that during the same

year, 1975-76, had the largest influx of both skilled and

unskilled labor in the history of Nigerian economic and labor

needs! Things have since changed. With the fall in oil

prices and consequent decline in oil revenues, Nigeria's

unemployment rate has soared up to the double digits, the

highest the country has ever known.

Of the twenty eight million people considered employed in

gainful occupations, sixty four to sixty six percent of them

were concentrated in agriculture; seventeen to nineteen

percent in manufacturing (including processing and crafts);

twelve to fourteen percent in distributive trade; five percent

in other services and professions and two percent in building,

transportation, mining and public utilities.51 The number of

salaried wage earners was estimated during this period to be

2.18 million. These included 1.5 million in the modern sector

(manufacturing and semi-processing establishments employing

ten or more persons), one million in public or government

employment and one-half million in private business.52

51 Anthony Kirk-Green & Douglas Rimmer, p 63.

52 Ibid*



64

One of the striking revelations of the Nigerian labor

force is that thirty nine percent is made up of women.53 The

total labor force represents forty one percent of the

population and of this women make up an unusually high

percentage, especially in a country like Nigeria where men are

favored when it comes to education and employment

opportunities.

There is no doubt that the world population is made up of

fifty two percent women, In the 1960's in the U.S.A. women

made up forty nine percent of the population. Today in the

1980's there has been a turn-around and women now make up

about fifty two percent of the population with one out of

every three jobs going to women. The above trend indicates

that in the very near future, be it in the U.S.A. or Nigeria,

women will equal or surpass the men in the labor force.

The Nigerian labor force is made up of about twenty four

percent union membership which numbers about 530,000 persons

represented by 700 unions. Even with several unions in

Nigeria, none of them exert any meaningful political or

economic influence.5 4 The largest of these unions is the

Nigerian Labor Congress founded in 1975 through a merger with

the four other unions.

53 George Thomas Kurian, Encyclopedia of the Third World,
p. 1339.

54 Ibid.
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The basic problem of these unions has been lack of active

membership, lack of finances, the lack of able leadership, and

most important of all, government interference in their

activities each time there is an attempt to build their power.

Labor disputes go through the labor commissioner, the

lowest arbitration unit; through the Industrial Arbitration

Panel, and then to the National Industrial Court, considered

the highest adjudicating labor body for which there are no

appeals.55

The future of Nigeria trade unionism is no doubt bleak

but certainly far better off than most of West African

neighbors, given the relatively freer and more democratic

set up that it now enjoys,

With the number of people employed by private business

still at one-half million, the Nigerian job seeker still looks

up to the Federal and State Governments for jobs. This being

the case, Nigeria's economic and political problems are still

far from over. As the heaviest provider of employment, the

Government will never be seen as providing total satisfaction

to everyone and so Governments will be changing as rapidly as

there is dissatisfaction among small bands of people.

In the United States, for example, the Federal Government

employs about two million people. The rest of the labor force

is absorbed by private business leaving out self-employed

individuals in agriculture and related services. This type of

economic security serves as a cushion to political unrest,

55 Ibid,
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Transportation

Transportation in Nigeria is done by road, rail, air and

inland waterways. Of these different methods, the roads are

the most widely used and inland waterways the least used means

for transportation.

In 1972 there were about 60,000 miles (95,000 Km) of

which 11,000 (18,000 Km) are considered paved Trunk A roads

built and maintained by the Federal Government.56 Trunk B

roads, originally built and maintained by the State Govrnments

to link provincial and divisional headquarters, were taken

over by the Federal Government in 1974 in an attempt to better

provide for maintenance and improvements. The State and Local

Governments are now responsible only for the building and

maintenance of Class C roads known as feeder roads.

It is very likely that aside from the 8700 miles (14,000

Km) added in 1978, there have been other additions to the

Nigerian road mileage. This is especially true since the

vehicle population of 175,000, estimated in 1973, has more

than tripled since 1980. With all these impressive figures

per capita passenger car ownership in Nigeria is still at 2.5

per 1000 inhabitants, Putting everything else aside, road

transportation remains the most highly used method of

transportation in Nigeria for passengers, light and heavy

haulage--a sizeable portion of the bulk cargo of which has

been a gain from the railroad, which has been declining since

the late 1950's.

56 Anthony Kirk-Greene & Douglas Rinner, p. 111.

4 ____
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The Nigerian railroad system, owned and run by the

Nigerian Railway Corporation consists of 2200 miles (3500 Km)

of two single track lines that run from North to South.57  The

Western line runs Northwest from Lagos through Ibadan, Jebba,

Kaduna, Kano, with two recent additions branching off to Nguru

and Kaura-Namoda in the far North. The Eastern line runs from

Port Harcourt through Enugu, Makurdi to join the Western line

at Kaduna. There has also been a recent addition linking

Kafanchan to Maiduguri in the far Northeast part of the

country. In 1974 rail transport accounted for 785 million

passenger Km and 972 million net-ton Km. It is to be noted

that the railroads were first laid to cater to export haulage

of agricultural products from the North to the Southern sea

ports and similarly to distribute imports from the Ports of

Lagos and Port Harcourt to the inland markets. But with the

decline in agricultural exports, the lack of maintenance of

the antiquated machinery, their use and importance has

substantially declined resulting in heavy losses for the

Government-owned corporation.

Air transportation in Nigeria is provided by the

State-owned Nigerian Airways which serves both domestic and

international passengers. By 1977 the airline had a fleet of

eleven aircraft including two Boeing 707's and a number of

57 Ibid, p. 112.
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DC 10's.58 The arsenal has since increased considerably. The

Boeing 747 Jumbo Jet is its most recent addition.

In 1977 Nigerian Airways carried 119,000 passengers,

logging over 4.9 million Kms (3.04 million miles) . Of the

ninety-one airports in the country, fifteen have permanent

surface runways, five of which have runways of over 2500

meters (8000 feet). The two largest airports are the Lagos

and Kano ports.

Even though ridership in Nigeria is not reflective of the

population as can be seen in the number of passengers served

in 1977, I still feel that air transportation in Nigeria is

still inadequate for both her domestic and international

needs, Air travelers in Nigeria have to wait for days to

board the plane for almost all destinations in and out of the

country. And quite often reservations, confirmed or

unconfirmed, do not make a difference to the traveler.

Inland Waterways

Inland waterways in Nigeria are used mainly to transport

large cargoes to and from the interior villages and towns

which are inaccessible by road or rail or are too expensive by

air transport. These cargoes included crude oil, especially

during the time when there were few pipelines going to the

58 George Thomas Kurian, Encyclopedia of the Third World,
p. 1340.
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exporting terminals at Bonny. The few passengers that use the

Nigerian waterways ride in ferries and barges, but the

majority go in canoes.

There are 5325 miles (8575 Km) of navigable waterways in

Nigeria nearly all of which are accounted for by the rivers

Niger and Bunue.59  Nigeria also has a fairly large coastline

which serves as the nation's import and export seaports. By

far, Lagos is the largest seaport handling eighty percent of

the Nigerian imports. Bonny, Port Harcourt, Warri and Calaba

serve as the export ports and home ports for Nigeria's fleet

of twenty ships.

Communications

The telecommunications and postal services are part of

the transport and communications network in Nigeria that are

of great importance both to the individual and business

community. But unfortunately these two services, like many

other services in Nigeria are grossly inadequate, both in

terms of number and efficiency,

The records of 1976 show that there were 121,000

telephones in use in Nigeria. This is about one line to every

500 inhabitants.60 The same records also indicate that

subscribers for new service wait for as long as two years to

be connected. Several attempts have been made to increase the

59 George Thomas Kurian, Encyclopedia of the Third World

60 Ibid.

I
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number of lines, but shortages of funds, trained technicians

and obsolete equipment make it extremely difficult for any

meaningful progress to be made,

By 1977 Nigeria's Postal Service had 1667 post offices

and was handling about one billion pieces of domestic mail and

nearly a third of a billion pieces of international mail.

This translates into a per capita volume of 12.4 domestic and

4.2 foreign pieces of mail. 6 1

Education, Health and Sanitation, and Electricity

Education, Health, and Electricity are part of the

intrastructural services that are considered very important in

the overall development of Nigeria. Although enormous progess

has been made in these services, especially in education, all

of them are still considered inadequate in terms of per capita

provision and also in efficiency.

Education

Education in Nigeria is divided into three basic levels:

the primary schools in Level One; the secondary schools

(includes Polytechniques, Teacher Training Institutes and

Trade Schools) in Level Two; and University Colleges in Level

Three.

Primary school enrollment stood at ten million pupils in

1977, a gigantic leap from 3.7 million only seven years back,

61 Anthony Kird-Green & Douglas Rimmer, p. 112.
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The number is expected to reach 14.1 million by 1982 according

to planners. Secondary school enrollment leaped from 325,000

to one million in 1977 and it is expected that the figure of

two million will be reached by 1980. University enrollment

has also been on the increase, and in all of Nigerias eighteen

Universities, the enrollment recorded at 60,000 in 1979 is

expected to have reached 100,000 by 1985,62

The first two levels of education in Nigeria are the

responsibility of the Local and State Governments while the

Federal Government absorbs the costs of running the

Universities.6 3 In 1976 the Federal Government planned to

achieve Universal Primary Education (Compulsory Education for

all six year olds) by 1979 by sharing the running expenses

with the Local and State Governments, but this has not been

successfully implemented for financial reasons.64

The Nigerian Government has traditionally spent very

heavily on education with the hope of turning the tide of

illiteracy in the country. In 1976 the Federal Government

spent about twenty one percent of its budget on education and

by 1980 this had increased to thirty two percent65 (the

highest budget expenditure).

62 F. A. Olaloku and seven others, The Structure of the
Nigerian Economy (New York, 1979) p. 74.

63 Ibid, p. 75.

64 Ibid.

65 George Thomas Kurian, p 1342.
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Despite these large expenditures on education and the

ever-impressive increases in the number of enrollment in

Nigeria's institutions, the war on illiteracy is still a long

way from won. Nigeria's literacy rate is still thirty four

percent, an increase of only six percent since 1976.66

The number one reason for the slow realization of the

results of government efforts in education is the ever

increasing Nigerian population which continuously pulls down

the averages. Some of Nigeria's problems have included

shortage of trained teachers. Among Nigeria's teachers, it is

estimated that about 200,000 of them are not qualified. It is

also estimated that between 1974 and 1984 Nigeria will need

about 50,000 trained teachers in its school system.67 Even

today, more than one third of the secondary school teachers,

especially in the Northern States, are foreigners from Indian

and Pakistan and from many European countries.

If Nigeria's population were held at the 1963 level with

only a moderate increase, the nation would need less than a

decade to achieve the educational goals it has planned

especially with the kind of enthusiasm demonstrated by both

the State and Federal Governments, To win the war against

illiteracy Nigeria must wage a much stronger war against

over-population.

66 World Bank, World Table of Social Data from the Data
Files of the World Bank, (Baltimore, 1982) p. 69.

67 Education and World Affairs Committee on Education,

Nigerian Human Resources Development and Utilization (New
York, FWA, 1967) p. 84.
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Health, Sanitation and Welfare

Between 1970 and 1980 medical statistics in Nigeria

showed a lot of improvement. The number of physicians rose

from 3112 in 1972 to 7552 in 1977, pharmacists went from 1005

to 2540, nurses increased from 31,500 to 34,000 and hospitals

and clinics rose from 5000 to 7000.68

Even with the increase, there is only one doctor for

every 10,000 Nigerians and one hospital bed for every 1300

Nigerians. These ratios are a great improvement, as bad as

they may look, because the Third Development Plan had hoped to

achieve a ratio of one doctor to every 14,000 Nigerians and

one hospital bed for every 1500 Nigerians by the end of the

plan's life.69

While health care in Nigeria can be considered

inadequate, as the above numbers show; Public Health programs,

like mass immunizations, better nutrition, improved housing

and sanitation, and abundance of clean water, have played a

tremendous role in improving the average life span of men and

women from 38.7 years in the 1960's to about 49.1 years in

1981. The death rate has also been considerably reduced from

25.3 percent per thousand to 16.6 percent during the same

period.70

68 Guidelines for the Third National Development Plan,
p. 46.

69 Third National Development Plan, Public Health Report.

70 World Bank, Social Data Files, p. 69.
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It is important to note here that Nigeria, like most of

its neighbors, has spent and will still continue to spend

heavily on health care in an attempt to improve the health of

its citizens. But what has not been recognized is the fact

that this improved health program has added significantly to

the population problems of the nation. Even though the death

rate was only 25.3 per thousand in 1960, this rate was

slightly above 53.0 per thousand in the 1950's and the infant

mortality then was more than double that of today which is 114

deaths per 1000 children born. 7 1

With these changes in statistics very apparent, it stands

to reason then that their effect on population is more than

just positive, In trying to solve one problem, another was

created; which is not to say that even if the governement had

realized the spillover effect, it should have chosen a smaller

population over the good health and longer life of its

citizens.

Electricity

Just as transportation, education, communications and

health are important intrastructural services, so too is

electricity and water supply. As major sources of energy,

these two play a noticeable role both in human development and

in the day to day functioning of commerce and industry.

71 United Nations Demographic Year Book, p. 156.
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The production and distribution of electricity is under

the direct control of a statutory government body called the

National Electric Power Authority formed in 1972 through a

merger of two similar bodies.72

The total capacity of electric power in Nigeria from both

the generating plants and the hydro-turbines was 647 megawatts

in 1970, a production far below demand even though electricity

was chiefly consumed onlyin the Lagos area and other major

cities around the country. With the addition of two turbines

to the Niger Dam at Kainji, the capacity almost trippled to

1730 megawatts.73 But this was still far below demand as

there were constant electrical failures not only in the Lagos

area but in other cities. Business and industries dependent

on electricity found the service increasingly unreliable.

Some of the reasons for this irregular and unreliable

service could be attributed to shortages in technically

skilled labor, long waiting time for new equipment from

overseas, and lack of good managers to run the establishment.

Evidence of labor shortages is the constant loss of nearly

fifteen percent generated power during transmission and

distribution, a practice that is not uncommon but, which in

the case of Nigeria, is excessive.74

72 F. A. Olaloku and seven other, p. 79.

73 Anthony Kirk-Green and Douglas Rimmer, p. 114.

74 Ibid,
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While the government has budgeted heavily for several new

projects to increase electricity production in the country to

an all time high of 2189 megawatts by 1982 in its Fourth

National Development Plan, this is still considered inadequate

for the nations' 100,000,000 people.7 5 And if we assume that

every household in Nigeria uses or will use electricity, then

the country is more than ten years behind in efficiently

providing for such a service.

The supply of water in Nigeria is the direct

responsibility of the State and Local Governments, an

indication that Nigeria has not yet realized the seriousness

of its water resource problem. By 1974 only the Western and

Midwestern States had established State Government

Corporations to provide their water needs. Cities like

Ibadan, Lagos, Kano and Kaduna have traditionally had water

shortage problems, yet only a few of them have today any

organized system of water supply.76

In most parts of the nation, inhabitants still drink from

rivers, streams and springs which more often than not are con-

taminated. Surprisingly enough, there are less water-borne

diseases in the villages that drink from the springs clear

water.

The lack of interest by the Federal Government in the

water utility makes the availability of any sort of data on

75 Guidelines for the Fourth National Development Plan,
p. 49.

76 F. A. Okaloku and seven others, p. 84.
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ground or surface water sources in Nigeria even more

difficult, given even the unreliability of some Federal

statistics when they do become available,

Private Indigenous Investment, Government Expenditures and
Foreign Development Aid

Private Indigenous Investment

Private indigenous investment in Nigeria as in many other

West African countries up to 1974 has been very weak.77 As a

result, even though Nigeria is considered a free market

capitalist nation, it is difficult to compare it with a

country like the U.S.A. where over eighty percent of all

investments are in the hands of the indigenous Americans,

The absence of Nigerian participation in the development

and growth of the modern sector (industrial, manufacturing,

banking etc.) and the heavy reliance on foreign and government

investment up to the mid 1970's became a national concern,

The Federal Government expressed this fear in both the Second

and Third Development plans, adding that the Nigerian

businessman was yet not strong enough to increase his

ownership and control of the modern sector,

The reason for this weakness in indigenous private

investment has been echoed time and again both by Nigerian

businessmen and some of their politicians to be the lack of

77 Sayre P. Schatz, Nigerian Capitalism, p. 65.
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capital which is true since most underdeveloped and developing

countries are understandably poor. But Sayre P. Schatz,

author of Nigiarian Capitalism contends that the lack of

capital as a major reason for the inadequate indigenous

involvement in the modern sector is not true. According to

Schatz, most often than not Nigerians get involved in projects

that are not viable or plan and apply for loans for projects

that will not become viable. He contends that, "The impression

that capital shortages is a major impediment to indigenous

business investment arises primarily from what may be called

false demand for Capital." An example of this is "The Cigar

producer with annual sales of 110,000 cigars who applies for a

loan to acquire manufacturing equipment with an annual

capacity of over three million cigars."7 8

I do agree with Professor Schatz's theory of false demand

for capital but at the same time there are several worthy

projects that go unfinanced in Nigeria and elsewhere for

reason that include lack of capital. But the academic

theories and scholastic arguments were not what the common

Nigerian and his government were concerning themselves with at

this time. What concerned them most was the desire to control

their economy because as Dr. C. Ebo put it, "Nigeria must

control the bulk of its economic life.....and if not,

political independence remains dubious."79

78 Sayre P. Schatz, p. 67,

79 C. Ebo, "Foreign Financed Companies Should Help
Indigenization," Morning Post, July 7, 1971, p. 8.
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This yearning of Nigerians to control their economy was

echoed nation-wide in newspaper articles written by

journalists, educators and prominent citizens; the result of

which was the passage of the indigenization decree of February

1972. The decree enumerated twenty two service and industrial

activities, and thirty three commercial and industrial

activites which were exclusively reserved for Nigerians.

Foreigners could continue to participate in some of these

activities for periods of two to four years under certain

prescribed conditions.80 The decree was to go into effect in

March of 1974.

To help complete the indigenization process, the Federal

Government created the Nigerian Industrial Development Bank,

increased the scope of the Federal Loans Boards, and specially

authorized the Commercial Banks to give business loans that

were guaranteed by the Government.8 1 The Nigerian

Indigenization has been slow and inefficiency has been the

biggest set back; but as Osahemi Uzumere put it,...it is

better to mismanage their own (Nigerian) economy than for

foreigners to do so for them (Nigerian)."82

80 E. Essien, "Indigenization Scheme: The Slow Rate of
Its Operation," Di ly Times, November 15, 1973, p. 7,

81 The Nigerian Indigenization Decree of 1974,

82 A. Osahemi Uzumere, "What Happened to our Business
Take-over," Nigerian Herald (April 24, 1974) p. 5.
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Government Expenditures

The Nigerian Government, in an attempt to play an active

role in the economic and social development of the nation

earmarked large sums through its development plans for

investment spending.

The first of these Development Plans since independence

planned to spend 1,.6 billion Niara on investments of which

nearly 800 million Niara was expected from foreign sources,

The Second Plan envisaged two billion Niara, which was revised

to 3.7 billion Niara. The Third Plan figure jumped to 10.7

billion Niara and was revised twice to 43.3 billion because of

increases in oil revenues, When the Fourth Plan came, the

expenditures dropped to 19.2 billion Niara.83

While the plans could be said to have the general goal of

improving investment and economic development, their specific

goals were: for the First Plan, to raise economic prosperity

in Nigeria; for the Second Plan, to create a just egalitarian

society; for the Third Plan, to create an intrastructure of

self-sustaining growth; and for the Fourth Plan, to encourage

agricultural production. 8 4

Foreign Aid

Foreign Aid to Nigeria principally came from the United

Kingdom. Between 1970 and 1975 British economic and technical

assistance to Nigeria amounted to 38.3 million pounds,

83 Anthony Kirk-Greene and Douglas Rimmer, p. 142-3.

84 Ibid.
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Between 1946 and 1979 Nigeria received a total of $406.7

million in loans and grants from the United States which loans

alone totaled $323.1 million.85

International organization, including the World Bank,

gave Nigeria a total of $1.266 billion of which $l.089 billion

came from the World Bank. The Soviet Union's share of

economic aid from 1954 to 1976 was $7 million. East European

countries for the same period contributed $43 million. Other

sources accounted for aid of up to $58.1 between 1975 and

1977.86

Aggregate foreign and private investments in Nigeria in

1975 totaled 2,287.5 million Niara of which 857.5 million came

from British private investors, 535.2 million from the U.S.A.,

590.1 million Niara from Western European nations and 304.7

million Niara from other unspecified companies around the

world.87

Even though foreign aid and investment is viewed today

with mixed feelings because of the hidden strings attached to

them, their importance to the development efforts of the

developing countries cannot be overemphasized. In the case of

Nigeria these foreign injections, regardless of their

negatives, have played a tremendous role in the Nigeria's

social and economic development.

85 Kurian, p. 1336.

86 Ibid,

87 The Central Bank of Nigeria Lagos, Economic and
Financial Review Vol. 17 #1, June 1979 (Lagos 1979) p. 14-16.



CHAPTER IV

FEASIBILITY OF CONTROLLING POPULATION GROWTH IN NIGERIA

There is no doubt that despite the several huddles like

religious beliefs, customary values and political

complications standing in the way of Nigeria, this great

nation can still control its population growth. Of course,

this type of program would require a lot of resources which

critics may say that Nigeria doesn't have, or if it does they

could better be expended on something else; but this depends

on how far up on the agenda population control is in Nigeria,

There has been and still is an ongoing debate as to

whether population should or should not be controlled. While

many feel that the debate is evenly divided between the pros

and cons, many others strongly feel that it weights more for

the proponents of population control. They cite the fact that

several nations of the world today are doing something

regardless of how token it may be to limit their population.

Those opponents who feel that the break-through in

Agricultural Science will take care of food shortages, the

main theme upon which Thomas Malthus sounded his warning in

1798, should rest assured that even those who have contributed

82



83

significantly to these agronomic break-throughs are strongly

in support of population control.1 One such scientist is Dr.

Norman Borlaug, a Nobel prize winner of 1970 for his work on

new strains of wheat who warned that what he had just done was

not the solution to the world's nutrition problems. He went

on to add and I quote: "We have only delayed the world food

crisis for another thirty years. If the world population

continues to increase at the same rate, we will destroy the

species."2

As discussed in Chapter Three, Nigeria's resource intake

over the last two decades has been substantial, large amounts

of which have been spent on economic development, While there

is no disagreement that the economic development funds were

not enough to have an impact on the living standards of every

Nigerian in a noticeable way, there is also the point that had

Nigeria's population been smaller than 100,000,000, some

noticeable impact would have been seen on their standards of

living.

Estimates of the Nigerian population, regardless of what

census figures are used as the base, and using a three percent

growth rate, indicate that the Nigerian population will be

between 114 and 165 million by the year 2000.3 The existence

1 Edward Pohlman, How To Kill Population, P. 36-7.

2 Ibid.

3 P. 0. Olusanya, "The Nature and Direction of Population
Change," Population Growth and Socioeconomic Change in West
Africa, J. C. Caldwell and others, Population Council (New
York, 1975) p. 273.
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of antenatal practices in Nigeria is not yet wide-spread and

the proportion of ladies using modern contraceptives is also

small. The Family Planning Program spearheaded by the Family

Planning Council of Nigeria (FPCN) only a decade ago is still

voluntary. Advances in medical technology and large

government expenditures on health care are phenomena bound to

stay at the present level or continue to increase.

While education has somehow helped through delayed

marriages to reduce population growth, improvements in health

care and sanitation have instead had a positive effect. The

death rate has dropped from 25.3 in 1960 to 16.6 in 1981. The

infant mortality rate has fallen. The average life span4 has

increased from 37.2 in 1960 to 47.5 for males and 36.7 to 50.8

for females in 1981.

All of the above points contain potent ingredients for

astronomical population growth and in order for Nigeria to

succeed in its goal of rapid socioeconomic development, it

must take drastic steps to control is exploding population.

Unfortunately, very little of this is being done by the

Nigerian Government. There is no doubt that some State and

Federal Government politicians have been vocal on this subject

of population control, but the Nigerian National Development

Plans, considered the yard stick for prioritizing national

goals and projects, have shown little or no concern on the

subject.

4 Ibid, p. 274.
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The first National Development Plan 1962-1968 had no

concerns expressed about Nigeria's population problem and of

course, Nigeria's population then had not reached alarming

proportions. The Second National Development Plan 1970-1974

only briefly touched on the population problem in its one page

section of the 344 page document. A more detailed discussion

of what was contained in the plan is discussed in Chapter II

under population policies in Nigeria. Both the third and

Fourth National Plan made no further significant reference to

the issue.

Difficulties Encountered

There is no doubt that any attempt to adopt or implement

a uniform policy, especially on a subject as controversial and

delicate as population control, will meet with a lot of

difficulties in Nigeria, given its size, diversity of culture

and differences in language (as many as 250 dialects and

languages) ,5

Religious Values

About thirty eight percent of Nigerians are Christians.

The Muslims account for forty seven percent of the population

and the rest of the population is made up of animists, pagans

and atheists, 6 While there has never been any open

5 Frederick A. 0. Schwarz, Jr., Nigeria: The Tribes, The
Nation, or the Race - The Politics of Independence,
(Massachusetts, 1965) , p. 1-2.

6 Ibid.
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antagonisms by one of these groups against another, they

nonetheless cherish their respective values. For example, a

Population Control Policy, calling for limited children

through monogamous marriage, would be totally unacceptable to

the Muslins who by religious rights can marry as many as they

want.

If control is by contraceptives, sterilization or

abortion, it will violate the beliefs of the Christians,

especially the Roman Catholics. The only alternative then

left to be considered is for the government to insititute some

indirect policies that have the effect of limiting population

and at the same time will not be viewed as an infringement of

individual rights, human dignity or as a direct take-away of

the values and customs of the people.7 Such indirect policies

are discussed fully in the concluding material of Chapter V.

Traditional and Customary Values

As diverse as the customs and traditions may be in

Nigeria, there are some of these that are common to almost all

the entire country. A young lad of marriage age (almost

seventeen) must have his wife picked out for him or her, by

their family. The first act of this marriage, entirely

sponsored in most cases by the family, is to bring forth a

child perferably a son.8  Postponing marriage until an older

7 Edward Pohlman - How to Kill Population (Philadelphia)
p. 15.

8 George S. Busdent, Nigerian Social Life and Customs, p.
14.
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age, which is one method the Government can use to control

population, deals a serious blow to this cherished tradition

and is bound to cause some civic disturbances--non-payment of

taxes and withdrawal of political support. In some Nigerian

customs, usually the one who inherits a man's wealth is either

the first son, the last son, or the first grandson of the

first son.9 Granted this tradition, there is no telling how

far a man will go to have the desired number of children or

type of child preferred.

Granted that the couple is allowed their first child, but

then one of them must submit to sterilization. What happens if

the lone child is a girl or the child is the wanted son who

dies? There is nothing that will stop the couple from trying

to have another child by marriage to another wife.

Sheer Ignorance

While there are no studies to back this up, there is

every indication that in Nigeria, as well as in most

developing countries, ignorance plays a very fundamental role

in the peoples inability to control fertility and consequently

excessive births. We know that religious and traditional

values allow most Nigerians, especially the Muslins, to marry

as many wives as they want with no constraint in the rural

areas and with only some constraints in the urban areas. The

constraints in the urban areas is the ability to provide a

9 Ibid.
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home and food with little or no thought as to the provision

of health care or education because they believe the

Government will take care of it.10 A man's wealth is

sometimes measured by the number of wives he has and most men

acquire more women just for this show off.

Now with the women competing for the chance to give

birth to the husband's favorite son, there is no stopping

their childbearing efforts, and this adds up the population

very quickly. A classic example of ignorance is the story of

the Fon of Bafut, a local Cameroon Chief, who upon his death

in the later 1960's left behind 100 wives and over 500

children, some of whom he did not know.1 1  The burden of

educating each of these kids fell upon his successor, one of

the 500 kids, a college educated young man who is married to

a second wife only because tradition requires him to. 1 2

Education

Despite the tremendous strides taken in education in

Nigeria, as evidenced by the huge Government budgetery

expenditures during the first two decades after independence,

and by the ever increasing enrollment statistics at all

10 Davidson R. Gwatkin, Government Population Policies,
Population Growth and Socioeconomic Changes in West Africa,
p. 180.

11 Cameroon Times, The Struggle fotr the Bafut
Chieftaincy, (Victoria, May 24, 1968).

12 Ibid,
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levels of education,13 it is more than apparent that

Nigeria's population growth problems are still awaiting a

greater mass education achievement for a solution, No amount

of Government rhetoric on the subject is going to help if the

majority of Nigerians are still illiterate and ignorant,

Even if the Government were to establish Family Planning

Centers in every village, town or city in Nigeria, the

results of this action on fertility would be insignificant,

given the voluntary nature of the program,

While there have been no studies or data, especially in

Nigeria, to prove the resulting effect of education on the

rate or growth of population, there is enough basis to

speculate that increased education is exerting significant

depressing effect on fertility,14

Young people in the villages are no longer adhering to

the tradition of marriage at seventeen as was customary two

decades ago. They are no longer totally dependent on their

parents for economic support which included accepting a wife

from them. They prefer to either get an education or move

into the big cities and establish for themselves economic

independence before coming home to marry, usually at an age

between twenty-five and thirty-five years. The effect of

this is a reduction of population by this previously high

growth group,

13 David R. Gwatkin, p. 179.

14 Ibid,
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In Lagos and other large Nigerian cities, economic

factors such as schooling, books and other equipment costs are

on the rise as well as housing costs. These factors have

limited, to a good extent, the family size. This limitation

has not only been brought about by economic pressures, but by

the amount of education the urban elite has attained.

With the knowledge that this fertility control, resulting

in a smaller family size, is voluntary in Nigerian cities as

it is in the developed countries where education without any

reservation plays a major role in the decision making process

of individuals, it stands to reason that Nigeria must pay

particular attention to education as one of the main ways of

implementing any population control measure.

Nigeria's adult literacy rate as indicated in Chapter III

was still below thirty four percent by 1980 and the primary

school enrollment rate, although on the increase, is still

below fifty percent and unless these ratios are substantially

increased, the country will still be considered far from

benefiting from any Uniform Voluntary Population Control

policies.

Government Reluctance to Institute
Population Control Measures

The government of Nigeria is today faced with a serious

population problem. Not too long ago, it expressed the

opinion in the Guidepost of the Second Development Plan that

the problem was not that which called for any panic action
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and that the country's resources and development potentials

were good enough to take care of the situation.15

But it was not long before things quickly changed. The

resources were no longer there and the population policy was

not there either. The real issue was the fact that it could

not do anything because of the controversial nature of a

Population Policy in the country at the time as expressed in

the same Guidepost. Most certainly, Nigeria was concerned with

its cultural values so no population policies in direct

conflict with these values could be instituted. What is

needed is some indirect policies and/or workable incentives

that will not have any direct effect on the values and customs

of Nigerians,

This type of attitude is common not only in Nigeria where

understandably a bigger problem exists because of the

differences in culture and language, but to developed nations

like the U.S.A. where until today no stringent population

control measures exist for the same reason.16 Even in India

where the first official population control policy was adopted

several years before anyone else, no radical measures have yet

been adopted for the same political reasons.17 As Professor

15 Guidepost to the Second National Development Plan
(Lagos, 1966),

16 Edward Pohlman, p. 103.

17 Ibid, p. 60.
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Edward Pohlman, author of How To Kill Population said, "If you

get too far ahead of the electorate, you are bound to find

yourself out of office," 1 8

The Dangers of Uncontrolled Over-Population
on Social and Economic Development

It might seem very obvious to many of us why controlling

population is considered very important, especially today

(although as far back as 1798, Thomas Matthus had recognized

the problem); but there are still a few others who feel that

over-population is not part of man's socioeconomic problems.

One such opponant is biologist Dr. Frank Filice who

calculates that ". . . if every human alive on earth today

were fitted into the State of Texas, each would have 1800

square feet . . . compared with 2000 square feet as the size

of the average American home." He concludes that ". . . it is

technology and not population control that is needed to avoid

starvation."19

Some followers of Dr. Filice maintain the answer lies in

greater economic development programs, urbanization,

industrialization, and modernization. But none of these will

be achieved without investment funds which must come from

savings, and greater savings come from higher income earners.

So, whichever way we look for a solution, the answer lies in

population control,

18 Ibid.

19 Edward Pohlman, p. 34.
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There is no doubt that Dr. Filice and his supporters

have made a valid point. One very important concept in

economics has been neglected--that all economic resources are

limited in supply. Granted this basic understanding, the

resources of today will even be scarcer tomorrow and there is

a great need to conserve them. If this is further true, the

maximum benefits of these resources would be best utilized by

a thousand people than by one million people,

In the context of Nigeria, an uncontrolled population

would mean retardation of its social and economic development

program, lower standards of living, and starvation and

possibly vice and misery. It might take a little time but

eventually it must happen.

Proponents of population control have a different view.

They feel that the world is already too crowded and there is

a tendency for such a trend to continue and so something must

be done now to avert any future problems.

It is true that the world in general is producing more

food today using a smaller land acerage than it ever has done

before but the problems of over-population are not limited to

food shortages. They include among other things human

indignity and other social ills that are plagueing every

nation as a result of the inadequacy of resources to

guarantee everyone a decent up-bringing.

Robert McNamara, a proponent of population control,

World Bank President and former U, S. Secretary of Defense,

said during an address at Notre Dame University in 1970 that
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the greatest single obstacle blocking social and economic

progress in developing countries is population growth.20

He went on to add that two-thirds of humanity are caught in a

cruel web of circumstances that frustrates the getting of

life's necessities, Mr. McNamera concludes by saying that

the population problem should not be solved by simply doing

nothing--that some rational, humane and dignified technique

should be used to control population,

Many economists see population control as not only

necessary but as the key to economic development, Taking

this same stand, the former late President Lyndon B. Johnson

said in 1965 that $5 invested in birth control is worth $100

invested in economic development.21

Population Policies of Other Nations

As discussed earlier in this chapter, many nations of

the world have adopted some form of a population policy--some

of them stringent and others fairly mild. This section will

discuss four of those nations as they compare with Nigeria.

The four countries, made up of China, India, Ghanah and the

United States, have been selected for very obvious reasons

and a brief discussion of their policies is presented below.

CHINA was selected because it is the most populous

nation of the world and has the most stringent population

20 Edward Pohlman, p. 37o

21 Edward Pohlman, p. 35.
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control policy with incentives and disincentives. India is

the second most populous country in the world and had the

first population control policy with incentives. In all of

black Africa, with the exception of Kenya, GHANA is the only

nation with an official population control policy formulated

as far back as the 1960's.

The UNITED STATES was selected because the alarm whistle

of the dangers of world over-population was first sounded by

her but since then there has been a lack of a comprehensive

official policy to guide her own population. The economic

resources are not a problem for the United States as it may

be for Nigeria, yet politics and complex conditions are a

hinderance to a comprehensive policy. Maybe the United

States uniquely does not need a population control policy.

INDIA, with a population of 500,000,000 inhabitants was

the first nation in the world to officially adopt a

population control policy many decades ago. This policy

included the usual family planning program, sterilizations

and abortions. This policy also gave some monetary

incentives for Indians to get a sterilizing operation for

both men and women. India so far has a high proportion of

its national budget allocated to population control programs.

And so far only about four million Indians have been

sterilized22 and most significant of all, the nature of the

program is voluntary.

22 Edward Pohlman, p. 107.
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The population of CHINA reached the one billion mark

just about five years ago and this has greatly disturbed

Chinese authorities who have determined that such a large

population is an impediment to their goal of modernization

and economic development.

Among the several policies adopted by the Post-Mao

Tsi-Tung government, the single child family policy seems to

be the most far-reaching in modern China. Adopted in 1979,

just four years after Mao's death, this radical population

plan contained several elements; but simply stated, it

demanded that except in extraordinary circumstances couples

should have no more than one child. 2 3

Although China adopted stringent population control

measures only recently, this populous nation is known to have

used contraceptive devices for fertility control as far back

as 2000 years ago.24

China's modern family planning started around the 1930's

under the direct control of the Chinese National Birth

Planning Commission which oversees such service units as the

Commune Health Centers and The County Brigate Health Stations

dotted all over China. These service units provide a variety

of services such as ante-natal and post-partum care; delivering

23 Elizabeth Croll, Delia Davis & Penny Kane, China's
One Child Family Policy (New York 1985) p, 1.

24 Ibid, p. 84.
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babies, conducting contraceptive education providing both

tubectomies and vacectomies; insertion of IUD's, and

abortions; and most important of all, keeping the birth

control records. 2 5

The implimentation of the 1979 population policy met

with some resistence especially in the rural areas of China

where 87.2 percent of the births occur and where eighty

percent of China's population live,26 The resistence in the

rural areas was basically because the local dwellers felt

that the single child policy will leave them shorthanded in

their farms and sooner or later their only means of

subsistance (farming) will be in jeopardy.

With only twenty percent living in towns and cities and

accounting for only 12.8 percent of the births, it stands to

reason that the battleground for the population fight is the

rural area where conditions (industrialization and

urbanization) for the rapid fall in fertility, as exist in

the cities, are absent.

To help in the implimentation of the 1979 population

policy, the Government had to take some punitive or rewarding

measures, Such measures are:

1. In the rural areas the production brigades with-
drew existing subsidies such as the right of large
needy families to buy grain and borrow money at low
cost,

2. In urban areas housing was no longer offered
first to large families,

25 Elizabeth Croll & Others, China's One Child
Population Policy (New York 1985) p. 137.

26 Ibid, p. 164.
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3. Since the new ante-natalist measure supports
one-child families, those who complied were given
priority access to scarce social services such as
health, education, pensions and old age homes, and
even cash benefits.

4. In the cities employment, housing and education
was promised first to those families with one child,

Since all of the above services and opportunities were

scarce, large families were left at a disadvantage and

consequently forced to comply with the policy.

The Chinese population policy and its implementation has

so far been very successful. This could not have been so,

had both the central and local Governments been without

control of job placement and major capital investment powers.

In some rural areas where the program risked failing, the

Government used those who had complied to fight the

resistors, blaming them for the general weakness of the

economy and low standards of living which could have been

better had there been fewer children born.27

It is important to note here that the success of China's

population policy is as a result of the unique political and

economic set up of that nation, In a democratic free economy

such a stringent policy would have brought such chaos that it

would have had no chance of even taking off.

The subject of birth control in the UNITED STATES is and

has been difficult to deal with in any political arena in any

27 Elizabeth Croll & Others, p. 165.

iWL-jw4--l
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meaningful way because of the complex and controversial

nature of the problem. More particularly, the political,

economic and religious setup further complicated the issue

out of proportion. And that's why until today the United

States has yet no official population control policy other

than Government funding of birth control and family planning

centers, a program that started only a decade and a half ago.

The work of these centers is limited to providing counselling

to families, distributing birth control devices and infor-

mation that had earlier been outlawed by the Comstock Laws.28

Even the funding of birth control centers was part of a

foreign aid package approved by Congress in response to

reports that the post-war population growth rate of both the

United States and the impoverished underdeveloped nations was

becoming alarming and negating the effects of the United

States economic development aid overseas, Another reason for

funding birth control is that a 1968 report brought to the

Government's attention the fact that the cost of inaction was

drastically higher than those of action. The funding of

birth control centers and their activites in 1969 by

President Nixon came as a sudden but mild shift in United

States policy because in December of 1959 President Dwight

Eisenhower, declaring his Government's position, had

emphatically said that birth control was not the Government's

business.29

28 Phillis Tilsun Piotrow, World Population Crises--the
United States Response (New York 1974), p. 9.

29 Ibid, p. X.
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Even though President Nixon was the first president to

issue an official Presidential message on population in 1969

(stressing family planning, declaring that his administration

accepted a clear responsibility and would provide essential

leadership), President J. F, Kennedy had as early as 1960,

amidst lots of controversy and himself a Catholic, openly

suggested that the population explosion and birth control

were serious questions to be ojectively analysed in terms of

the National interest. 3 0

These top level declarations and a softened Catholic

opinion together with those of birth control activist

Margaret Sanger who, during the 1960 elections,swore to leave

the country if Kennedy became president, 3 1 helped to bring to

political circles an issue so emotional, and considered by

most Americans as very private, but yet with such devastating

future effects that it no longer could be avoided or pushed

under the table.

The absence of a population control policy in the United

States is indicative of not only the complex and

controversial nature of the issue of birth control but of the

democratic process through which policy and other matters are

formulated in the American political process,

Since there is no policy, there are no direct incentives

or disincentives as exists in China, Rather, there are some

indirect incentives for having so many children because the

30 Ibid, p. 51.

31 Ibid, p. 50.
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Welfare system pays more to those with larger families, in

addition to providing them with free housing, free medical

care and food stamps according to family size.32

It is important to note here that even though the United

States does not have a functional population control policy,

it is not suffering the type of population explosion that is

threatening the economic, social, and political development

of the underdeveloped countries. The reasons for this is

that the United States and other Western Nations have rich

strong economies, have made high technological advances, have

stable political set ups and have well educated and urbanized

societies. Because of the economic and social pressures of

an industralized and urbanized society it's now almost

generally accepted that the more industrialized and urbanized

a society, including Nigeria, the more negating influences it

exerts on fertility.33

Another element of an urbanized society which is hardly

mentioned, although not part of any government official

population policy, but which indirectly exerts depressing

effects on fertility, is the discriminatory policy of

apartment complexes that accept only adult tenants. These

beautiful adult only complexes in the United States are known

32 Edward Pohlman, How To Kill Population, p. 103-104.

33 Elizabeth Croll & Others, Chinese One Child Family
Policy, p. 37.
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to outnumber mixed dwelling apartments, and married tenants

with children either have to live in slums or postpone child-

bearing until an older age when the couple can afford a

house.

GHANA. In 1921 the population of Ghana was two million.

By 1960 it had more than tripled to 6.7 million. 3 4 This was

sufficient cause to alarm the Ghanian Government even though

the head of that Government, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah felt

differently. He felt that Ghana was under-populated and

hoped and wished for that time when the population of Ghana

would reach twenty million.

But in 1963 when the planners of his Seven Year

Development Plan had finished their assignment, they warned

that if the population of Ghana continued at the present

growth rate, the progress of his economic development program

would be greatly slowed. 3 5

Despite the President's contrary view about Ghana's

population, the Central Bureau of Statistics recommended a

committee meeting to formulate a population policy for Ghana

to check its ever increasing growth. The meeting which was

dominated by representatives of the President seeking

expansionist policy, lasted for only one hour. The

recommendations of the Comittee could be predicted well ahead

34 John C. Caldwell & Others, Population Growth and
Socioeconomic Change in West Africa, "Population Policy and

It's Implementation," S. K. Gaisie & Others, p. 408.

35 Ibid, p. 409.
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of time. One of the major conclusions reached by the

Committee is that: ".....for various reasons Ghana is capable

of supporting a much higher population than it has at present

and as such a popultion increase is desirable." 3 6

Nkrumah's expansionist policy remained in effect until

he was ousted in February of 1966. On Human Rights Day in

December of 1967, the new Ghanian Government became the first

black African nation to join thirty other nations to sign

the World Leaders Declaration on Population with the late

President L. B. Johnson signing for the United States. The

New Ghanian Government was antenatalist and an advocate of a

population control policy and so lost no time in

commissioning another committee to draft a population control

policy for Ghana. The committee, which was free of political

pressures, had as its only objective the socioeconomic well

being of Ghana. After six months,37 as compared to Nkrumah's

one hour committee meeting, they came up with a string of

recommendations,

Some of the recommendations included actively pursuing a

population control policy; the Government will encourage and

will itself undertake programs to provide information and

advice and physical assistance to couples wishing to space or

limit their reproduction through education and persuasion.

The Government will encourage and promote wider productive

and gainful employment for women outside the home as a means

36 Ibid, p. 40.

37 Ibid, p. 411.
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of limiting fertility and the Government will maintain

regular contact with public and private international

organizations concerned with population problems. The

National Planning Council, which was directly under the

Ministry of Finance, and working in collaboration with the

Ministries of Health, Information, Labor and Social Welfare,

was a very comprehensive establishment set up to administer

and control the nation's family planning programs. Within a

couple of years, family planning units were located all over

the country as part of the Government, private hospitals, or

independent clinics providing counselling, birth control

devices and IUD's, diaphragms, pills and possibly

sterilizations when requested. This was considered far more

effective than the voluntary family planning program

established in Nigeria during the same period, but the

program had no incentives of any type as had India and China,

Despite the political and economic turbulance since the

fail of Nkrumah's government, Ghana's birth control program

has to a large degree succeeded as the campaign mounted by

the Family Planning Council involved everybody including

illiterate childbearing village women who lined up the

clinics every Friday for their contraceptives. Ghana's

problem today is not population explosion, as is the case in

Nigeria, but that of a serious financial short-fall caused by

political instability that has stagnated the economy for over

two decades.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Summary

The major focus of this study is directed toward the

relationship between population growth and socioeconomic

development in the Federal Republic of Nigeria for the period

1960-1984. A controlled population growth would positively

affect every segment of the economic and social environment.

With hunger and starvation, disease, poverty and illiteracy

plaguing large portions of the world, Nigeria's limited

recources would best be utilized if shared among a smaller

population.

With a total land mass of 356,668 square miles, Nigeria

is the largest country in West Africa bounded on the East by

Cameroon, on the North by Niger, on the West and South by

Dahomy (now Benin) and Equatorial Guinea respectively.

Although Nigeria is one of the forty-nine low-income

countries of the world, it is nonetheless a Capitalist nation

where its free market economy is based on oil and agricultural

resources,

Nigeria gained her independence from the British

Government on October 1, 1960 with Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe as her

105
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first president who was overthrown by a military coup d'etat

in 1966. Ever since then the country has been ruled by the

military who took the country through a civil war that 
lasted

nearly three years, from 1967 to 1970.

The country was howver, handed back to civilian rulers

by the then Head of State General Obasanjo in 1979. Mr.

Shehu Shagari, who had won the presidential elections 
of

August 1979, became the first civilian President 
of the

Second Republic. Shagari ruled this large democratic

country until he was toppled by yet another military coup

during his second term of office. The present Head of State

is General Ibrahim Babangida who has himself survived 
a few

attempted coups.

There are estimated to be about 250 ethnic groups that

make up the Nigerian population with each one of them

speaking different languages and dialects. 
Islam and

Christianity are the dominant religions with Islam having a

slight edge in the number of followers. The number of

Nigeria's tribal groups, their culture and traditional values

together with their religious practices, seem to be the

greatest single obstacle standing in the way of implementing

any population control measures.

Population and Growth Projection

All of Nigeria's modern census figures, especially those

of 1973, have been greatly disputed by some of the

politicians of certain regions of Nigeria. These criticisms

have, among other shortcomings, charged that some regions of
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the country, especially the North, had their census figures

heavily inflated in order to achieve political gains,

However, regardless of the nature and extent of these

controversies, there is still no doubt that Nigeria, 
with its

population estimated today at nearly 100 million people,

remains the most populous nation in Africa with one 
fifth of

the continents inhabitants.

The first of Nigeria's post independence census took

place in 1963 and the results as published 
by the Nigerian

Census Bureau indicated a population of 55.66 million. The

second such census was repeated ten years later in 1973 and

put the nations population at 79.76 million. A dispute

resulted in the cancellation of these figures by General

Murtala Mohammad in 1975.

Based on the population growth rate of 3.4 percent (1.4

percent above the normal growth rate) used by the United

Nations, the Nigerian population is projected to reach

169,325,000 by the year 2000. And this, no doubt, spells very

grave socioeconomic and political problems for Nigeria--a

nation which even today is not developing its resources at a

rate adequate enough to meet the needs of its ever increasing

population.

The first official concern with the population growth

problems of Nigeria was expressed in the guide 
posts for the

Second National Development Plan in June of 1966 and later

included in the plan itself in 1970. This addition to the

Second Plan indicated that the Nigerian government will pursue

a qualitative population policy through various schemes of
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voluntary family and other programs of health and social

welfare institutions of the country. In the absence of

anything else, this is what became of the Nigerian official

policy on population control.

As voluntary family planning was hardly anything to call

a population policy, there was hardly anything to expect as a

result of policies instituted. The Nigerian Family Planning

Council, a private non-profit organization established even

before the Government, expressed concern about population

control and has undoubtedly done some work; but given the low

literacy rate in Nigeria, the results have not been

statistically significant to be considered.

The methods of population control available to Nigerians

are contraceptives, oral pills, IUD's, diaphragms, family

planning, abortions and sterilization, none of which are

highly in use even though the Government has not outlawed

them.

Economic Development in Nigeria

Although Nigeria's steaming population, coupled with

constant political turmoil, may seem to overshadow both the

economic development and growth of this great nation, there

are still visible signs that the country has been progressing

since independence in 1960. In 1974 the per capita GNP was

$280; by 1979 it almost doubled to $510. Between 1960-74 the

average growth rate was 2.9 percent and between 1965-75, it

had more than doubled to 6.0 percent,
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Nigeria, a capitalist nation like most of its West

African counterparts, has based its development policy on

capitalism aided by both the National and Foreign Governments

and private industry.

All through the years just before and after independence,

up to and including the year before the Civil War in 1967, the

emphasis laid by the Nigerian Government was toward the rapid

development of trade and industry to allow Nigerians the

opportunity to play an increased role in the development

process of their young nation. This was done basically by the

Government establishing public and para-public corporations

especially in the areas of the modern sector.

After the Civil War the policy shifted slightly to

include reconstruction of the war damage. As part of the new

policy, greater emphasis was also laid on greater private

investment than had existed before the war, and most important

of all, greater private indigenous investment was also

encouraged. This included infusing Nigerians into high

ranking technical and managerial positions.

Nigeria is one of the few West African countries that has

been blessed with an abundance of several mineral resources

which include the following: petroleum and natural gas, coal,

silver, gold, mangenese, iron ore and limestone. Some of

these resources, like petroleum, did not go into commercial

production until 1957 and since then production has increased

yearly and now accounts for over ninety percent of all
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export earnings. Nigeria's proven oil reserves are about

twenty billion barrels, and estimated to last twenty-five

years.

Agriculture accounted for over seventy percent of the GDP

in Nigeria in the early and late 1960's but today that figure

has fallen to less than one-quarter,

Industrialization has been defined as the use of

machinery and other capital assets including the division of

labor for the development of economic activity in relatively

large units of production. If this definition is right, then

the modern business sector of Nigeria is still in the hands of

foreigners; and those that were taken over by indigenous

Nigerians are suffering from inefficiency and lack of skilled

manpower.

The Nigerian labor force, estimated to be 29.22 million

in 1975 is considered adequate in terms of numbers for her

needs. Skilled labor in highly technical areas is still

lacking. Transportation and communications, considered to be

important intrastructural necessities for both the efficient

conduct of business and socialization, are inadequate and

inefficient in Nigeria.

While substantial strides have been taken in the

provision of Education, Health and Welfare, and Electric

Services, they are still considered far below demand,

especially with the country's large population.

The Nigerian Government has financed its economic and

social development through large budgetary expenditures which
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have ranged from 1.9 billion Niara in the First Development

Plan to 19.2 billion Niara in the Fourth Plan. These

expenditures have been aided by both indigenous and foreign

funds, Aggregate foreign and private business investments in

Nigeria in 1975 totaled 2,287.5 billion Niara contributed by

Britain, the USA, Western European nations and other

unspecified companies around the world. Economic and

technical assistance came from the U.S.A., Great Britain, The

Soviet Union and Eastern European Block countries.

Feasibility of Controlling Population Growth in Nigeria

There is no doubt that any attempt to adopt or implement

a uniform policy, especially on a subject as controversial and

delicate as population control, will meet with a lot of

difficulties in Nigeria, given its size, diversity in culture

and differences in language (as many as 250 dialects and

languages).

Some of these difficulties are in the areas of religious

values, traditional and customary values, sheer ignorance and

educational problems. Of the above difficulties, education

seems to be the most important to tackle because even if the

Government were to establish Family Planning Centers in every

village, town or city, the result of this action on fertility

would be insignificant, given the voluntary nature of the

program and the low educational attainment of the populace.

While there are no studies or data in Nigeria to prove

the resulting effect of education on the rate of growth of
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population, there is enough evidence available to speculate

that increased education is exerting a significant depressing

effect on fertility.

Conclusion

The population of the world, not quite ten years ago, was

estimated to be four billion people. Today these estimates

put the number of inhabitants on earth to be five billion. In

addition to that, conservative estimates indicate that the

world population grows at a rate well over one million a week

with eighty percent of the new births occurring in the under-

developed nations of the world where hunger and starvation,

misery and vice, have become the cancer of the underdeveloped

world.

To all rational human beings, the above statistics should

be startling enough to cause us to find solutions to the world

population problem. One such rational human being, as far

back as twenty five years ago, a famous Swedish sociologist

Gunnar Myrdal said that democracy must either solve the

population problem or die. And this was not even the time

when the world was starving, but I'm sure no one heeded his

warning. Even then, little did Mr. Myrdal know that it was

more difficult for a real democracy to solve the population

problem as became the case with the United States and even

Nigeria.

The population problem is a global issue, although the

developed nations are much less affected by the consequences

than the under developed nations, principally because of their

higher incomes, and greater mass education achievement.
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Nigeria is a very unique country. It has a very large

land mass with a swelling population. Most important of all,

it is a rich country with a lot of potential for socioeconomic

development. But despite this wealth and the several efforts

by the Nigerian Government toward development in general, the

country has remained relatively poor. The most important of

the several solutions it must seek to achieve development in

is to control its population growth, or else any more

resources it is expending on development projects in the hope

of raising the standard of living, would be futile.

Economist Edgar Hoover and demographer Ansley Coale came

to a conclusion, after reviewing the theoretical work of

Harvey Leibenstein and his collegues, that a reduced rate of

population growth would always mean additional funds for

capital investment because it would produce fewer dependents

and smaller expenditures for consumption and social needs.

I do agree with Leibenstein except that from their

theoritical framework, he concludes that population growth was

an impetus to economic growth in the industrialized nations,

but an impediment in the underdeveloped countries. This

implied that those who should worry and do something about

population are the underdeveloped nations only. I do strongly

feel that a population problem is a global issue unlimited to

the underdeveloped countries. Even then, there is the

tendency that more industrialized and technologically

advanced, the more jobs they will lose because machines are

replacing people at a much higher rate than they are creating

jobs for people. If the industrialized nations rely on
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Leibenstein and don't do anything about their population

growth, it won't be two decades before the magnitude of their

population problem reaches or surpasses that of underdeveloped

countries.

There are several opponents of population control, Some

of them think that our problem is pollution which is causing

acid rain that is destroying the ecology and consequently

affecting food production. Proponents feel that it was

population in the first place that caused industry to search

for better ways of satisfying the larger diverse needs of a

growing population. Putting all these arguments aside, there

seems to be a general consensus that the world population is

exploding.

With the above in mind, the next point for everyone to

agree upon is on how to control population. Most certainly,

we cannot rely on conventional war or natural disasters to

take care of our excess population. What we need is a method

of population control that is generally acceptable to the

masses and special interest groups and organizations like the

church, but which will at the same time preserve our human

dignity, values and customs.

If direct policies like mandating the maximum number of

children any family can have, legalizing abortions or direct

incentives cause any trouble, then the only alternative left

for the Government is to institute some indirect policies that

will have a negative effect on population. As has been

suggested by many, rapid socioeconomic growth could be one

method. Under this method, female labor force participation
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especially will be encouraged--the effect of which will be a

negative on fertility as the women are taken outside the home

for employment purposes.

Education should be encouraged especially among Nigerian

women who have, because of traditional values, been given only

secondary opportunities for education. Incidentally this is

not only common in Nigeria, but in other developing countries

including India. Since work and child-bearing are to an

extent, competing needs with a good education, the tendency in

this day and age would be for the woman to choose more work

than child rearing.

The third method would be to create a Social Security

program that would take care of the elderly in their old age

so that the need for several children during their

childbearing years is eliminated especially as the number one

reason for having a large family in Nigeria and other

developing countries is basically economic.

Other indirect methods could include a tax credit for

those with fewer children. The credit should be on a sliding

scale where those with fewer kids get increasingly more of the

credit as the number of their children drop. Secondly, create

a disincentive program for married students. Until the 1980's

Nigeria was a heavy scholarship awarder for its students at

home and abroad. Such a disincentive, which will either

reduce the monetary value or cut down on the number of awards

to married students, will not only help reduce population but

improve student scholastic performance.
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Third, discourage family allowances beyond a certain

number of children. Many West Africa countries, especially

the French-speaking nations, have and still pay family

allowances to government employees for unlimited number of

children with each additional child getting more. This will

result in a drastic slow down in population.

As for Nigeria, the feasibility of controlling population

through any type of government policy will exist when the

Government has implemented some of the indirect programs

outlined above and has attained a level of mass education so

that customery, cultural and religious influences will no

longer be impediments to any government population control

policy.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books

Andreski, Iris, Old-Wives' Tales, New York, Schocken Books,
1970.

Burns, Sir Alan, The History of Nigeria, London, George
Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1969.

Caldwell, John C., .Ppulation Growth and Socioeconomic
Change in West Africa, New York, Columbia University
Press, 1975.

Caldwell, J. C. & Okonjo, C., The Population of Tropical
Africa, New York, Columbia University Press, 1968.

Croll, Elizabeth, Delia Davin & Penny Kane, China's One
Child Family Policy, New York, St. Martin's Press, 1985.

Eicher, Carl K. and Carl Liedholm, Growth and Development of
the Nigerian Economy, East Lansing, Michigan, 1970.

The Evolution of Population Theory edited by Johannes
Overbeck, London, Greenwood Press, 1977.

Faaland, J., Population and the World Economy in the 21st
Century, New York, St. Martin's Press, 1982.

Fapohunda, Olanrewaju J. and Lubell, Harold, Lagos Urban
Development and Employment, Geneva, International Labor
Office, 1978.

Jacobson, Willard J., Population Education, A Knowledge
Base, New York, Teachers College Press, 1979.

Kilby, Peter, African Enterprise: The Nigerian Bread
Industry, Stanford, California, Hoover Institute, 1965.

Kirk-Green, Anthony & Rimmer, Douglas, Nigeria Since 1970,
A Political and Economic Outline, New York, Africana
Publishing Co., 1981.

117



Malthus, Thomas R., Essay on the Principle of Population,
Vol. II, introduced by Michael P. Fogarty (two volumes)
London, J, M. Dent & Sons Ltd., 1958.

Malthus, Thomas R., An Essay on the Principle of Population,
A Nortin Critical Edition, edited by Philip Appleman,
New York, W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1976,

Meadows, Donnella H. and 3 others, The Limits to Growth,
New York, Universe Books, 1974.

Ola.Loku, F. A. and others, Structure of the Nigerian
New York, Economy, St. Martin's Press, 1979.

Perkins, W. A. & Stembridge, Jasper H., Nigeria - Descriptive
Geography, Isadar, Oxford University Press, 1966.

Piotrow, T. Phillis, World Population Crisis-the United
States Response, New York, Praeger Publishers, 1974.

Pohlman, Edward, How to Kill Population, Philadelphia,
Westminster Press, 1971.

Schatzl, L. H., Petroleum in Nigeria, Nigeria Institute
of Social and Economic Research, Ibaden, Oxford
University Press, 1969.

Schwarz, Frederick A. 0. Jr., Nigeria: The Tribes, the
Nation, or the Race - The Politics of Independence
Massachusetts, The M.I.T. Press, 1965.

Schwarz, Walter, Nigeria, London, Praeger Library of Africa
Africa Affairs, 1968.

Shapiro, Thomas, Population Control Politics, Philadelphia,
Temple University Press, 1985.

Singer, Fred S., Is There an Optimum Level of Population,
New York, McGraw-Hill 1971.

Stapleton, G. Brian, The Wealth of Nigeria, Ibadan,
Oxford University Press, 1967,

Todaro, Michael P., The Struggle for Economic Development,
New York, Longman Publisher, 1983,

Zuvekas, Clarence Jr., Economic Development, New York,
St. Martin's Press, 1979.

118



Articles

Kilby, Peter, "The Development of Small Industry in Eastern
Nigeria," Lagos, U. S. Agency for International
Development, 1962.

Lofchie, Michael F. and Commin, Stephen K., "Deficits and
Agricultural Policies in Sub-Sahara Africa," The hunger
project papers #2, San Francisco, September 1984.

Encyclopedias

Kurien, George T. Encyclopedias of the 3rd World Revised ed.
vol. I, II, and III, New York, Facts on File, 1982.

Reports

Manpower Problems and Economic Development in Nigeria. (The
Report of the International Seminar on Manpower Problems
in Economic Development, Lagos, 1964) edited by T. M.
Yesufu, Oxford University Press, Ibadan, Nigeria, 1969.

Onage, 0. F. "The Indigenization Decree and Economic
Independence: Another Case of Bourgeois Utopianism,"
Nigeria's Indigenization Policy, Proceedings of
the November 1974 Symposium, Ibadan, The Caxton
Press 1975.

UNIESA, World Population Trends and Policies, New York
United Nations, 1980, Vol. II.

Public Documents

The Central Bank of Nigeria Economic and Financial Review,
Vol. 17, #16/1979 (Lagos, 1979).

The World Bank Atlas, World Bank, Washington D. C., 1976,
1977, 1978 and 1979 Editions.

World Bank Annual Report 1983, Washington D. C., 1983.

World Bank, World Table of Social Data from the Files of
the World Bank, Baltimore, 1982.

119



Newspapers

Lagos, Nigeria, .1~jlyTimes, November 15, 1973.

Nigeria, Morning Po t, July 7, 1971.

Nigeria, Nigerian Herald, April 24, 1974.

Victoria, Cameroon, Cameroon Times, May 24, 1968.

Unpublished Thesis

Shitah, M. C. "Indigenous Private Enterprise in Nigeria,"
Denton, Texas, May 1984.

120


