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Parental socialization values are compared over sixty years by

using data from the Denton Parent Project collected in 1989 and from

similar questions asked of parents in Middletowri in 1924 and 1978,

The objectives of the study were as follows: how have parental

socialization values changed through time since the 1920s; has the

impact of parental social class status on parental socialization

values decreased over time; compare Alwin's study on obedience and

autonomy to see how trend has changed from 1978 Middletown to 1989

Denton; and, finally, look at certain family structure variables to

determine their influence.

Today's parents emphasize social acceptance and a sense of

social responsibility in child training practice. Social class

still has an impact on parental socialization values but not as

great as expected.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

Although the family has changed over time, it still plays a

major role in the socialization of children, The approach parents

take to socialization has also changed and differs a great deal by

the family's social class status.

The family is a unique social group existing in all societies

in one form or another (Goode, 1979). It is the first unit in which

children have continuing contact with human persons and the first

social context in which socialization patterns develop. The family

places the child within community and society. Family status in the

community determines not only the neighborhood in which the child

lives and the playgroups participated in, but also the basic

cultural acts toward which the child will be trained (Elkin &

Handel, 1989). Human beings can learn their culture only from other

human beings, who already know and exhibit that culture, The

family, as an integral part of a larger society, is also modified or

influenced by the larger society to which it belongs.

Along with other social changes, the family has undergone

various changes throughout the century. All agree that many changes

in the family, like other social changes, are associated with the

development of industrialization and urbanization. Industrialization
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was not merely an economic and technological change but also implied

a profound social and psychological change. It affected all aspects

of life: the physical environment, the way people viewed the world,

the meaning of work, and the emotional quality of family

relationships (Skolnick, 1986). The family has gone through a

process of change from a "large, influential, and extended" unit to

a "small, mobile, independent" one (Seward, 1978). The following

chapters present how the American family has changed throughout the

centuries.

Changing Family Functions

The preindustrial family was fundamentally an economic,

educational, political, and religious unit of society. It was

primarily responsible for procreation, socialization, education,

economic support, protection, religion, and recreation (Mintze &

Kellogg, 1988; Seward, 1978; Skolnick, 1986).

Most importantly, the preindustrial family was thought to be a

self-sufficient economic unit. It produced most of the goods and

provided most of the services that were essential to the survival of

its members (Seward, 1978). There was no separation between work

life and family life nor work place and residence. Family members

worked together. Children were also seen as economic assets and

the necessary labor force for the survival of the family. This way

of production integrated the family members closely as they

participated in family economic activities (Skolnick, 1986).
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Industrialization transferred most of the functions previously

performed by the family to other social agencies and institutions,

The most important change was the transfer from a self-sufficient

economic unit to a unit of consumption (Seward, 1978), As Weber

(1968) stated "the household ceased to exist as a necessary basis of

rational business association" (p.320). The family limited its

economic activities primarily to consumption and child care

(Skolnick, 1986). Places of work became separated from family

households, Children were no longer seen as economic necessities

helping provide for the family. Instead, they became economic

dependents to be fed and clothed and the units of consumption

requiring significant investments in the form of education and

socialization (Mintze & Kellogg, 1988; Seward, 1978; Skolnick,1986).

The specialization of family function, moreover, destroyed the

influences of the family upon its members to a certain extent

(Seward, 1978). Most of the social roles people performed

throughout their lives, which were under the direct or indirect

control of their families were taken over by social institutions.

Society provided all kinds of social services to meet the demand of

its members. The contemporary American society has become a "yellow

page" society.

As indicated by Parsons in the 1950s (Parsons, 1951, 1954),

although some of family's traditional functions were declining, the

current nuclear family centered on marriage was coming to specialize

in two remaining functions: providing emotional support to adults

and socializing young children.
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The significance of changes in family life brought about by

industrialization varied from class to class. Preindustrial family

patterns persisted over longer time periods in working-class

families. For most working-class families, work continued to be

considered a family enterprise, even though it did not take place in

the home. This collective family effort in which husbands, wives,

and children were all responsible for the well-being of the family

unit still exists throughout today's individual work careers in many

working class families (Skolnick, 1986).

Industrialization, on the other hand, had a more dramatic

impact on middle class families (Skolnick, 1986). The separation

between the work place and the home led to a "glorification of the

home as a domestic retreat from the outside world" (p.21), The

middle class husband was expected to be the breadwinner for the

family. The middle class wife, on the other hand, was expected to

concentrate on housekeeping and children rearing instead of

participating in the traditional productive economy. The middle

class families developed into private, domestic, and child-centered

retreats. The daily lives of middle-class men and women became

psychologically more separate and specialized (Mintze & Kellogg,

1988).

Changing American Family Structures

Industrialization not only changed the functions of the

American family but also its social structure and patterns and

relationships inside of the family. The following are trends

indicative of these changes.
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Decreased birth rate. In a preindustrial, self-sufficient

economic system, the larger family was seen as an economic

advantage. The more family members brought into the world the more

laborers for the collective family economy and therefore the more

production and family profit. Industrialization separated family

life and work life. The family was no longer a self-sufficient

economic unit. Children were released from the labor force. They

were no longer economic assets who could be productively employed in

household industries or bound out as apprentices. Instead, they

required significant investment in the form of education to prepare

them for respectable careers and marriages.

Furthermore, the invention of birth control techniques allowed

individuals to have free choices and they could decide how many

children they wanted. It also reflected value and attitudinal

changes among Americans. In the traditional society, little time

elapsed between marriages and parenthood, since procreation was the

major goal of marriage (Skolnick, 1986). The emergence of a s.elf-

conscious middle class concerned about social mobility and

maintaining an acceptable standard of living encouraged new limits

on family size (Mintze & Kellogg, 1988), It was believed that the

reduction of the family size would provide benefits that could

improve the quality of life for both children and parents.

Over the 19th and 20th centuries, the birth rate of the

American population went down steadily; it declined from an average

of 7.04 children per family in 1800 to 3.56 children per family in

1900 (Skolnick, 1986). It reached a lower point in the depression
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years of 2.3 per family, then rose to a high of 3.2 in 1950

(Cherlin, 1984; Skolnick, 1986). It declined to an estimated level

of 1.9 for the recent two decades (Cherlin, 1984; Thornton & Freed-

man, 1983). The decreased birth rate and also the isolation of the

nuclear family from the extended family led to a decline of the

average family size. Average family size has steadily declined from

3.8 in 1940 to 3.2 in 1987 (Levitan, Belous, & Gallo, 1988).

Between 1955 and 1987, the proportion of ever married women

between the ages of 20 and 24 who were childless rose from 33% to

40%, and for those between the ages of 25 and 29 the proportion

without children increased from 20% to 26% (Levitan, Belous, &

Gallo, 1988). In 1987, half of all married women aged 25 to 29

years old expected to have two children, and only 9 percent to have

four and more.

The high divorce rate. In traditional family systems, marriage

was relatively stable. It was contained by kin and community

pressure, as well as by low expectations concerning the romance or

happiness to be found in marriage. Modern families are more

isolated from the worlds of work, kinship ties, and community life.

This structural isolation no doubt has made the contemporary family

in certain aspects a more fragile institution (Mintze & Kellogg,

1988). The family has changed from the traditional type of family

to the person-centered type unit of companionship that primarily

provides emotional support to its members. Marriage is becoming

less a union between parents raising a brood of children and more a

personal relationship between two people. Family ties have become
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more intense than they were in the past, and yet at the same time

they have become more fragile (Skolnick, 1986). As George Simmel

(1950) has shown, the couple or dyad is not only the most intimate

of social relationships, it is also the most unstable.

The divorce rate has undergone a significant change over this

century. It reached a low during the Depression, rose to a peak

after World War II, declined somewhat, and then during the late

1950s increased steadily. The divorce rate roughly doubled between

the early 1960s and the mid-1970s. In 1987, about half of all first

marriages ended in divorce (Cherlin, 1984; Levitan el at. 1988).

The reason for the high divorce rate is difficult to explain.

It occurred during a period of rapid social change. The women's

movement and their political awareness, no-fault divorce policy,

increased use of birth control methods, and war may all be

associated with the divorce rate. It is hard to specify exactly how

these changes may have impacted on the high divorce rate (Cherlin,

1981; Norman, 1979).

The high divorce rate also reflected changes in values and

norms of American society as well as attitudinal changes of

Americans, particularly women. The traditional marriage as a sacred

duty or obligation gave way to a new ideal of sexual satisfaction,

companionship, and emotional support (Mintze & Kellogg, 1988).

People no longer stay in marriages in which they are dissatisfied,

or empty-shell marriages which previous generations tolerated. They

are free to marry for love and dissolve the marriage if it fails to

provide happiness.
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Changes following industrialization included not just

expectations and norms but also changing economic pressures and

demands, and perhaps most precisely a combination of attitudes in

response to changing economic conditions. It can be thought that

the strain of living in a capitalistic society drives people into

marriage but makes marriage difficult to sustain (Skolnick, 1986).

In addition, a greater emphasis on psychological and

ideological significance of a happy family life and work life,

emphasis on personal fulfillment, and political behavior all

conflict with strong, stable family bonds. Individuals increased

their desire for personal fulfillment, especially the middle class

who believed that happiness could only be achieved through a

successful, independent career. Since the late 1950s, the family,

once viewed as the deepest source of affection and emotional

support, increasingly has come to be seen as an impediment to

individual self-fulfillment. In those years the relationship

between family values and the values of individualism and personal

autonomy has grown ever more problematic (Mintze & Kellogg, 1988).

Attitudinal Changes toward Family Life

The real importance of changes in the structures and roles of

families goes far beyond matters of statistics, forms, and

functions. Perhaps, the more profound implications lie in the

changing values and attitudes which accompany this changing family

status.
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From authority to autonomy. Zimmerman (1947) in his FaMily and

Civilization stated that the Father in Roman society during the

golden era of the Roman empire was absolute lord and master of his

children as well as his wife. In preindustrial family systems,

parental authority was primarily reinforced by control of property

(land) or a craft skill that could be transmitted to the children.

Another indicator of parental authority was close control over their

children's sexual behavior and their choice of a marriage partner.

Marriage involved the transmission of family land and property

(Mintze & Kellogg, 1988).

Industrialization significantly eroded the father's control of

land and productive skills. Land was increasingly replaced by more

portable forms of capital as a major source of wealth. The

emergence of new sources of income--such as the rise of household

industries, which permitted a couple to earn a cash income--allowed

children to depend less on their fathers' land to establish economic

independence. The decline in the ability of fathers to transmit

land to their sons undermined the traditional basis of parental

authority. New non-agricultural work allowed many children to live

farther away from their parents and permitted greater freedom from

parental authority. A decline of parental authority meant an

increase in the choice of whom and when to marry.

Industrialization brought about various attitudinal and

behavioral changes involving many aspects of family life. A part of

these changes was an increasing emphasis on equality between

children and adults (Seward, 1978). Earlier in time, children were
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seen as innately sinful creatures and the primary task of parenthood

was to restrain children and make them obedient to external

authority. They were viewed as special creatures with unique needs

and impulses. Childhood, previously conceived of as a period of

submission to authority, was increasingly viewed as a period of

growth, development, and preparation for adulthood. Parents were

advised to train their children in independence and to develop their

capacities for self-reliance, self-assessment, and self-direction

and allow them to make their independent choices of a career, of

friends, and of a spouse (Mintze & Kellogg, 1988).

At the same time, the authority of the husband over his wife

also declined in marriage based on romantic love, relations between

husbands and wives growing increasingly affectionate and

egalitarian. In this "compassionate family", relations were not

based on hierarchy authority but on affection and mutual interest.

The traditional patriarchal hierarchy and authority of the father

and husband was challenged by the more democratic and egalitarian

family ideologies (Skolnick, 1986).

Society, as a whole, gave individuals more freedom and

democracy. The doctrine of democracy allowed each individual to

participate in the determination of his or her own solution, and

undertake a more active role in shaping his or her life situation.

The new concept of man's role in the determination of his or her own

life situation further contributed to changes in the family system.
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Postponement of first marriage. A steady upward movement in

age at marriage has appeared since the 1950s. For example, the

proportion of single women at ages 24 to 29 increased from 28% in

1960 to 43% in 1970. In 1960 the median age at marriage for women

> i i. 4 it M i hrhm ft1, i4; norman, 1979).

The 1980 census revealed a fifth of all women between the age, or Z)

and 30 had never married (Skolniok, 1966).. Fifty-aeven peroenrt of
women aeo 4 to 84 in 1964 nad never married, compared witn b

percent in ib9 ttneriin, ib , 1W04; norman, 1Y't).

The statistics indicate tnat the postponement or marriage

appears in certain specific historical periods. During the 1930s,

for example, unemployment rates were high and young adults most

likely postponed marriage in light of an uncertain financial future.

During World War II, many men postponed marriage because of active

military service. The postponement of marriage also reflected the

influence of society's more liberal attitudes, especially changing

social attitudes toward independence and self-sufficiency of women

(Norman, 1979). Perhaps more importantly, it reflected individuals'

free choices toward their own marriages.

The rise in cohabitation. Contrary to the delay of marriage, a

sharp increase in the number of unmarried couples living together

has occurred. About a half-million unmarried couples lived together

in the 1970s, compared with 2 million in the mid-1980s. Attitudes

toward unmarried cohabitation have changed also. "Living together"

has become a socially acceptable way of life in middle-class

circles, especially among educated and professional persons. For

-1 ......... q-
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most young adults, cohabitation is not a lifelong alternative to

marriage but rather a stage of intimacy that precedes marriage.

Young adults appear to be cohabiting as a way of finding a

compatible partner, whom they often marry (Cherlin, 1981; Skolnick,

1986).

An increasing separation of marriage and ghildrearing. In 1950

only four percent of all births were to unmarried mothers, compared

with 21 percent in 1984. Single-parent families increased by more

than three quarters during the 1970s, while married-couple families

with children actually declined in number. In 1985, 23 percent of

all families with children under age 18 were maintained by a single

parent, usually the mother. Most of the growth of single-parent

families is due to the rise in divorce; a second factor is the rise

in the proportion of births occurring out of wedlock (Cherlin, 1981;

Skolnick, 1986).

A delay of motherhood in marriage. Women not only have tended

to postpone marriage, but they have also reduced the number of years

available for the old-fashioned way of becoming mothers after

marriage. They believe that they should enjoy life before the

coming of the first child. The median interval between a first

marriage and the birth of the first child rose from 15 months in the

early 1960s to about two years during the late 1970s (Levitan,

Belous, & Gallo, 1988).

Women's labor force participation. Industrialization produced

more job opportunities than at any other time in history.

Particularly, with America entering the post-industrial era, more
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job opportunities were provided for women. According to the

Department of Labor, 2832 percent of all women in the United States

participated in the labor force in 1940. Of these women, only 8.6

percent were mothers. By 1974, the number of working women had

increased to 45.2 percent. Of these women, 45.7 percent were

mothers. During the 1940s and 1950s, the greatest employment

increase was among women with school age children. Since the early

1960s, the greatest increase has been among women with preschool-age

children (Norman, 1979). By 1986, 61 percent of currently married

women with children under age 18 were in the labor force compared

with 41 percent in 1970 and 24 percent in 1950. Among currently

married women with children under age 6, the labor force

participation rate stood at 54 percent in 1986, compared with 30

percent in 1970 and 12 percent in 1950 (Cherlin, 1981; Skolnick,

1986).

Many external and internal factors contribute to this trend:

the increase number of white-collar jobs, jobs in which women are

primarily employed; equal employment opportunity with men; the

number of families headed by women; the increasing education of

women; the involvement of other family members in housework and

child care activities; and an increased life expectancy for females.

All these reflect changing attitudes in society toward the

employment of women and toward the role of women. It also reflects

value changes of women themselves (Cherlin & Walters, 1981; Mason,

Czajka, & Arber, 1976; Norman, 1979; Thornton & Freedman, 1983).
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In conclusion, Americans are undergoing a "psychological

revolution" (Skolnick, 1986). They seemed to be looking at sex,

marriage, parenthood, and family life in new ways. They have become

more introspective, more attracted to inner experience. Fulfillment

means finding intimacy, meaning and self-definition rather than the

satisfactory performance of traditional roles.

Changing Socialization Values

As the American family changed functionally and structurally

throughout the century, the values of parental socialization also

changed. In the past, a good child was most frequently defined in

terms of "obeys and respects his parents" and "pleases adults". All

these conceptions were traditional rather than developmental

(Duvall, 1946). More recently in the 1940s and 1950s, "getting

along with others" was a dominant goal in socialization for parents

in the United States. During the 1960s, socialization concerns

changed to some degree. Academic competence became a more important

goal for many sections of both the middle and lower classes,

particularly among lower urban ethnic minorities. During the 1970s,

although academic competence remained important, it was not the

focus of the same intense concentration as occurred earlier. One

significant contender for a new dominant concern in socialization

was that of revising or repealing old stereotypes, particularly sex-

role stereotypes (Elkin & Handel, 1989). The concern of this study

is how parental values emphasized in socialization have changed over

time and vary by social class status. What does the literature

suggest about differences in socialization values?
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Review of the Literature

In describing the 19th century childhood training practices,

Robert Sunley pointed out that obtaining obedience was the primary

goal of socialization; it was accomplished by teaching the child to

obey commands. Although a gradual change toward moderation occurred

in the 19th century, the general theme stressing obedience in the

development of character traits continued throughout the century

(Jensen & Hughstoon, 1979). Helen and Robert Lynds (1929) in their

study of Middletown also argued that the traditional conception of

child rearing in the late nineteenth century was primarily to make

children conform to the approved ways of the group and to gain

maximum obedience.

The Lynds' Middletown study in the 1920s provided the initial

description of the relationship between social class and parental

values. Since that time, several different lines of research have

reported social class differences in adult preferences toward

desired traits in children. In the United States studies by Duvall

(1946); Miller and Swanson (1958); Lenski (1961); Kohn (1959, 1966,

1969, 1981); Bronfenbrenner (1958, 1961); Morgan, Alwin, and Griffin

(1979); Gecas (1979); Alwin and Jackson (1982); Wrights (1976);

Clausen (1974); Inkeles (1960); and Pearlin (1971) have noted such

differences. Studies in other countries such as Olsen (1971) in

Taiwan, Perron (1971) in France, and Platt (n.d.) in Great Britain

found similar differences.
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Alwin (1988), using data from a 1978 replication of Middletown

studies conducted by Caplow and others, as well as the original

Middletown study in 1924 of Muncie, Indiana, found that traits

desired in children changed from the 1920s to the 1970s. Adult

preferences for desired child qualities in 1978 gave more emphasis

to those linked to the autonomy of children rather than obedience to

institutional and adult authority. Moreover, Alwin indicated that

parental socialization values differed by social class. The

business class were more likely to emphasize independence and put

less value on good manners and obedience at both time periods. They

also gave greater preference to tolerance (referring to "respect

opinions different from his own") and social mindedness

("responsibility toward others") at both time periods.

Bronfenbrenner (1958) in a review of childrearing literature

since the turn of the century found that class differences in

socialization occurred starting with early infant care on through

adolescence. In the earlier period--roughly before the end of the

World War II--both breast feeding and demand feeding were less

common among middle class mothers than among working class mothers.

After World War II, however, middle class mothers more often breast

fed infants and fed them on demand. They were also more likely to

use "love-oriented" discipline than the working class parents;

working class parents, on the other hand, used more physical

punishment.
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He explained that these class differences in child training

resulted from different access to available knowledge and expertise

among different social classes. Middle class mothers were much more

likely than working class mothers to have access to current

information on child care. They read more books and magazines, and

listened to more radio talks on child care and related subjects.

They did not just read these books but were more responsive and

changed their behavior earlier and faster. Accordingly, their

treatment of the child was affected. He hypothesized, extending

beyond the confines of social class, that: "childrearing practices

were likely to change most quickly in those segments of society

which have closest access and are most receptive to the agencies or

agents of change (e.g., public media...)" (p.408). From this point

of view, Bronfenbrenner inferred that rural families appeared to

"lag behind the times" in their practice of child care.

From an overview of studies of class differences in child

rearing between 1930 and 1955, Bronfenbrenner (1958) pointed to a

reduction of class differences in both infant care and child

training. One explanation for this trend may be bureaucratization

of work in the middle classes and the penetrating of this to the

lower strata. As more and more fathers experience similar

conditions in their work setting, one would expect their child

training values and practices to differ less in relation to social

position (Elder, 1980).
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The lower class has traditionally ranked low on access to major

channels of communication such as radio, television, and reading

materials. However, this is less true now than ever before, owing

to rising levels of education and television viewing among the

families of manual workers. Given this change, his hypothesis

provides another explanation for the declining relation between

class position and child rearing practices. These changes imply

that American families are becoming more and more like each other

(Elder, 1980).

The class-values relationship was reconfirmed and more

precisely described in Kohn's (1959) study in Washington, DC. Kohn

(1959a, 1959b) selected representative samples of 200 white working

class families and an equal number of white middle class families of

fifth grade children in Washington, DC. The mother was interviewed

in all of the families, the father and child in one-fourth of the

families. He found that the working class differed from those of

the middle class in their choice of characteristics most desired in

children. The working class was more concerned with their child's

conformity to external authority and the qualities of "respectable,

worthwhile people"; thus they placed more emphasis on "neatness,

cleanliness, good manners, and obedience" while middle class parents

were more likely to place an emphasis on their child's self-

direction (self-control, responsibility, etc.) and stressed more

"happiness, consideration, and self-control". Kohn (1959a)

interprets these differences in relation to ". . .their differing

circumstances of life and, by implication, their conceptions of the



19

effects that these circumstances may have on their children's future

lives" (p.342). According to Kohn, values are products of life

conditions. Although many social conditions affect values, one that

is very important is the man's work. Upper-middle-class occupations

are distinguished from working-class occupations in that the former

involve more self-direction and self-reliance, less close

supervision, and greater involvement with ideas than things. The

reverse is generally true for working-class occupations, although

there are some exceptions.

Kohn also separated responses from mothers and fathers.

Working class mothers were more likely to value obedience and would

have their children be responsive to parental authority. In

contrast, middle class mothers were more likely to value both

consideration and self-control. They would have their children

"develop inner control". Middle class mothers' conceptions of what

is desirable for boys were much the same as those for girls but

working class mothers made a clear distinction between boys and

girls. Middle class mothers when compared to fathers tended to

impose more constraints on sons.

Purpose of the Study

The first objective of the study is to see how parental

socialization values have changed through time from the 1920s to the

1980s. The second is to determine whether the impact of parental

social class status on parental socialization values has decreased

over time. The third objective is to compare the Denton data with

Alwin's study "From Obedience to Autonomy" and determine how the
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Denton parents rate these two values, Finally, data from the Denton

study only will be examined to determine if various characteristics

of the responding parent such as marital status, gender, employment

status or age affected the answers. To achieve the first two

objectives, data from both Denton and Middletown studies of three

different time periods will be utilized. The third goal will be

satisfied by comparing the Denton sample and Alwin's data.



CHAPTER II

METHODOLOGY

Sample and Data

Objectives of the Instrument

The data were collected in 1989 as part of Denton Parent

Project (DPP) directed by Dre, Rudy Seward and Dale Yeatts via a

telephone survey of parents' expectations and their performance

using a multi-dimensional view of parent involvement. Topics

covered included expectations for children and parents, allocations

of time in the household, expectations of respondents' parents, and

demographic information about the parent, their spouse (if any) and

household

The questionnaire included items from previous surveys and

interview schedules dealing with parent-ohild relationships, in

particular, the Middletown surveys completed during the 1920s,

1930s, and 1970s. Hence some details about parent-child relation-

ships could be compared over a sixty year period.

SampltProcessing

Telephone numbers were randomly selected from the current local

telephone number directory, June 1989 issue, for Denton, Texas.

From randomly selected directory pages, a systematic sampling

procedure was followed. Every 10th phone number, after a randomly

determined starting point, was recorded on a "phone numbers and

21
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results" sheet. If the entry preceding the number indicated that it

was not a residence, the next number above or below which appeared

to be a residence was selected in an alternating fashion. On each

phone number sheet, five numbers were put in slots where fathers

were to be interviewed and four for mothers (to increase the number

of fathers interviewed).

A total of 2,008 telephone numbers were selected. These

numbers were called by trained interviewers including all members of

a graduate research method class and some volunteers from advanced

undergraduate classes. Interviews were carried out in the

afternoons (Monday through Friday) and evenings (Monday through

Thursday) starting on October 23 and ending on November 17. During

these time at least one faculty member supervised the interviewers.

The only exceptions were when a potential respondent wanted to be

called back at a specific time outside those hours scheduled. All

180 parents were part of the probability sample with all but 16

protocols gathered during the four week period. This sample

represents 9% of all the numbers called.

All 2008 phone numbers were called up to four times on various

days and times. For 15 percent of the total number no person ever

answered the phone (many had answering machines) and 12% of the

total numbers turned out to be non-resident or non-working numbers,

Among the residence phone numbers where someone answered the

telephone (N = 1470), the majority (74%) were in households that

were not eligible to complete the questionnaire. To be eligible,

the respondent has to have at least one child under the age of 18
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living in the household. Of the households containing an eligible

parent (N = 382), 47 percent agreed to participate. (This is

understated as several refusals occurred before it could be

determined if an eligible parent was at the residence).

Characteristics of the Sample

One hundred and twenty-one mothers and 59 fathers completed the

questionnaire. Their ages ranged from 21 to 63 years with 36 years

the median age. The majority were married with 63% still in their

first marriage and 18% remarried. The rest were single parents who

either never married or were widowed, separated or divorced. Over

60 percent of the responding parents were part of families with

incomes of $35,000 dollars or higher per year. Seventy-four percent

of these parents were employed, 64% claimed affiliation with a

Protestant church, 53% had been graduated from a trade school or

college, 91% reported being white, and 54% identified their family

as being in the upper middle social class. Despite the fact that

this was a probability sample most of the parents have the

characteristics of the infamous WUMP (white, urban, middle class,

and Protestant) samples analyzed in most family studies. On the

other hand, the sample is more diverse than some and does include

individuals from throughout the social and economic spectrum and

within different family structure. This point is very important in

society with high rates of divorce and cohabitation.

The 1920s figures of change in characteristics desired for

children were obtained from a housewives' survey conducted by the

Lynds in 1924 (cited in Alwin, 1988). This survey sampled
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Middletown housewives (N = 141) who were married at that time and

living with one or more children between the age of 6 and 18 years.

These housewives, although not a probability sample, were described

by the Lynds as "widely representative" of the social diversity of

Middletown (1929: p.509).

Caplow's replication in 1978 of the Lynds' housewives' survey in

Middletown was also utilized in the study. This 1978 data set,

contains responses from survey interviews and was a probability

sample taken from a 1977 city directory. The respondents consisted

of 333 married women. The response rate in this survey was 42%

(Alwin, 1988).

In both of the Middletown studies, the respondents included

only those women in intact families containing at least one child

between the age of 6 and 18 living at home while the Denton survey

stipulated that there be at least one parent in a household

containing a child under 18 years of age. The Denton sample also

included fathers (33%). The Middletown survey asked the housewives

to chose the three most desired traits they would emphasize in

children from a list of 15 possible traits. The Denton sample did

not use any lower age limitation for children. Also instead of

choosing the three most important desired characteristics in

children, the Denton respondents had to choose one of three levels

of importance provided for each of the six characteristics presented

by the interviewer. These sample differences must be kept in mind

when comparisons are made. Because the response pattern was

different in each survey only rankings of answers were compared.
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And also since both of the Middletown surveys only included

housewives, the responding fathers in the 1989 Denton survey were

omitted for the Middletown comparison to make data more comparable.

Besides, in 1924 and 1978, respondents had to choose three

characteristics desired in children from a list of 15 (Alwin, 1988)

while in the 1989 study the respondents had to choose one of three

answers provided for each characteristic. The responses were 1 =

not important; 2 = somewhat important; and 3 = very important.

Responses with the highest number of choices were ranked first, nest

most were ranked second and so forth.

The Research Variables

The study's dependent variables measure the importance of

certain characteristics in children while the independent variables

measure time and social class.

The dependent variables are six characteristics desired in

children: (1) obedience, (2) loyalty to religion, (3) independence,

(4) responsibility toward others, (5) respect opinions of others,

and (6) good manners. "Strict obedience" refers to "complete

obedience". "Independence" was "ability to think and act for

oneself". "Responsibility toward others" was defined as a "sense of

personal responsibility for those less fortunate". "Respect

opinions of others" refers to "tolerance" (Lynds, 1929: 143), The

respondents' choices of how desirable those characteristics were for

children were used. The values of the dependent variables used in

the study are responses the parents chose from (a) not important,

(b) somewhat important, and (c) very important.
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The independent variables considered were time--from the 1920s

to the 1980s; and two measures of social class: (a) family income

in the previous year of the survey, and (b) highest grade completed

in school. The values for income use were (a) $25,000 or less; (b)

$25,000 to $55,000; and (c) $55,000 or over. The values for the

highest grade completed in school were (a) high school or less, (b)

complete college or less, and (c) some graduate work or more.

Related independent variables included; (1) marital status of

respondents, (2) gender of respondents, (3) employment status of

respondents, and (4) age of respondents. A total of 12 variables

were used in the analysis. The findings are presented in the

following chapter.

Limitation of the Study

Denton and Middletown samples are not exactly comparable. As

one learns more about the social structure in the United States, it

becomes clear that one should not attempt to generalize concerning

child-rearing to all social classes from a sample in one part of the

country, even if it is a representative sample of that area.

Cultural differences between the two samples due to regional,

religious, and nationality differences may have been operating in

the studies being considered here. Furthermore, differences between

different occupational groups even within the same social class may

be important.

Both cities are small in terms of population size although like

their respective regions Denton has been growing rapidly (15%

between 1980 and 1986) while Middletown has been losing it
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population (-6% decline between 1980 and 1986) (US. Bureau of the

Census, 1988). Denton is on the edge of the Dallas and Fort Worth

metropolitan area and is positioned an almost equal distance from

both Dallas and Fort Worth. In contrast Middletown is much more

independent and isolated, over 50 miles from the nearest

metropolitan area.

Both cities are "college towns" containing large state

universities with over 17,000 students. Denton in fact contains two

state universities with recent combined enrollments totalling over

30,000 students. Their presence in the city is a more influential

factor than is the case for Middletown. The universities' impact is

reflected in the income, education, and employment statistics for

both Denton and DPP sample gathered from it.

The median income figures for Denton are higher than those for

Middletown and the US. while the percent of the families below the

poverty level are the lowest. The Denton sample figure included

only households containing a family. The Middletown and U.S.

figures combine both family and nonfamily households, The income

for only family households tends to be on average about 18% higher,

The most current median figures from 1987 for the entire U.S.

population for all households is $25,986 while the family household

amount is $31,135 (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1989: 442).

The level of education completed (not as volatile as income),

especially beyond a baccalaureate, is very high for both the sample

and Denton. Respondents in the DPP sample were a little over three

times as likely as Middletowners and U.S. residents to have
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completed some graduate education (those in Denton were more than

twice as likely).

The eligible people who were willing to complete the interview

were more likely to be white, highly educated, professional people

who were making a very good living, Many of the professional people

were associated with one of the educational institutions in the

community including not only the state universities but the public

and private elementary and secondary schools.

Hence the parents' families in the DPP sample were much more

like the natural averages as reflected in the measure of social

class. The income of the study's lower class was not as low as

found in the general population. Variations among different classes

used in the study were not as great in the population a large. The

characteristics limit the conclusions made in this study.

The Denton sample was more homogeneous than the city's

population containing mostly white, middle class parents. However,

this probability sample seems to be more heterogeneous than the

samples in many other studies. The proportion of African-Americans

(5%) and Hispanics or Mexican Americans (2%) in the sample was about

one half that of the population living in Denton. While only

somewhat representative of the entire population enough diversity

exists within the sample to make analysis appropriate.



CHAPTER III

FINDINGS

Desired Characteristics of Children by Time and

Social Class: Middletown and Denton

The 1989 Denton Parents

The characteristic Denton parents in 1989 rated the most often

as 'very important" was the child should show "good manners".

Ninety-three percent of parents chose this as a very important

characteristic for both boys and girls. Eighty-four percent of

respondents thought it was very important for-boys to show "respect

opinions of others" and for girls on the same item the percentage

was almost identical (83%). "Independence" (69% for boys and 64%

for girls) was the next characteristic parents rated as very

important. The least frequent choice as very important was for

children to show "strict obedience" (48% for boys and 49% for girls)

followed by "loyalty to religious belief" (50% for boys and 52% for

girls) (see Table 1 ).

Taken as a whole, the three most frequently rated were "good

manners", "responsibility toward others (social mindedness)", and

"respect opinions of others". "Obedience" and "loyalty to religious

belief" were the two least frequent followed by "independence". How

does this compare with earlier surveys?

29
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Table 1

Characteristics Desired-in._Children. Denton Sample

Characteristics Boys Girls

Desired % N % N

Strict obedience 48 (87) 49 (88)

Loyalty to religion 50 (90) 52 (92)

Independence 69 (125) 65 (115)

Responsibility toward others 83 (149) 84 (150)

Respect opinions of others 84 (151) 83 (146)

Good manners 93 (167) 93 (163)

Source: Denton Survey (1989).

Compflsons of Denton and Middletown

These responses sharply contrast with those from a similar

survey completed in Middletown during the 1920s. Those responding

mothers chose being "loyal to a religious belief " as the most

important characteristic in children closely followed by "strict

obedience". They chose "respect for different opinions" least often

and "good manners" much less often as important in children. (See

Table 2).

When comparing 1989 to 1978, the 1989 Denton mothers seemed to

hold slightly different preferences for traits desired in children

from those of Middletowners. The response for "good manners" rose
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from the fourth rank to the first rank. "Strict obedience" and

"loyalty to religion" stayed at the same low ranks. Surprisingly

"independence" dropped from the top rank in 1978 to the fourth place

in 1989 which was identical to its rank in 1924. The trend is

toward more emphasis being placed upon sociability, that is being

placed upon sociability, that is being polite and socially

acceptable or respectful and responsible toward others. The

deemphasis upon obedience and religious loyalty continues,

Table 2

Characteristic Most Desired in Children by Mothers for 1924, 1978,

1989.LMiddletown and Denton Samples

Rank Order of Choice

Characteristics 1924 1978 1989

Desired (Middletown) (Middletown) (Denton)

Strict obedience 2 6 6

Loyal to religion 1 5 5

Independence 4 1 4

Responsibility toward others 5 3 2

Respect opinions of others 6 2 3

Good manners 3 4 1

N = 131 324 121

Sources: DPP survey for 1989, Middletown Housewife Survey by Lynds

for 1924, and Caplow Replication of Middletown Survey for 1978 data.



32

Some of these trends are confirmed by Alwin's cross-sectional

time series study using data from Detroit for the years 1958, 1971,

1983. He concluded that preference for obedience decreased steadily

from 1958 to 1983 while "thinks for self" increased steadily across

time periods covered (Alwin, 1983). The latter trend is challenged

by the low rankings given independence in 1989 in the Denton study.

Contemporary America, a post-industrial society, is

characterized by profound division and specialization of labor.

These characteristics contribute to an explanation of the relatively

low rank of independence in 1989. The differentiation and

specialization associated with post-industrial societies increases

the complexity of the social structure, As Durkheim stated, the

direct consequence of specialization in social roles is an

increasing interdependence between people for things that their own

specialization does not provide. A complex social system

accompanies this specialization in order to provide for the

coordination of specialized functions in production and for the

distribution of products. People are united through this complex

interdependent network of specialized effort by being jointly

dependent; that is, united as functionally interrelated parts of a

complex system (Warren & Lyon, 1988).

People depend on more people to satisfy their life-needs;

however, they are less dependent on any particular person. They may

be psychologically independent from each other but functionally

interdependent. Thus, cooperation becomes more important than

competition. People, are more interdependent upon one another to
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provide necessities and exchange services than ever before. A

society's typical mode of aspiration exerts some influence on the

psychological characteristics it extols. Parents' own behavior and

attitudes are likely to be reflected in their child training values,

The data from 1978 express a transitory period from strict obedience

to independence.

Less emphasis upon "independence" in 1989, on the other hand,

indicates today's parents greater involvement in child rearing

practices. Several studies indicate that children function best

"when parents are highly demanding, as well as, sensitive to the

child's emerging needs for autonomy" (Bower, 1989: p.116). This

style of parenting is called "authoritative": parents set clear

standards for conduct and offer freedom within specific limits.

"The authoritative parents make it their business to know their

children, how they are doing in school and who their friends are.

Their control reflects a high level of commitment to the child, and

they are not afraid to confront the child" (p.117). Children from

this authoritative family in previous study showed most social

competence, maturity and optimism.

An emphasis upon "good manners", which was the most frequent

choice among Denton parents, does not contradict their lowest

ranking for "strict obedience", "Good manners" in modern society

show not obedience to external authority but respect for both one's

self and others. Parents want their children to be respectable and

worthwhile. Industrialization did not just change the family, a

unit of society, but, perhaps more importantly, changed human
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behavior patterns and human relations. As Louis Wirth indicated, in

modern cities, interpersonal relations are secondary rather than

primary. People had more associations with organizations (Warren &

Lyon, 1988). Physical contacts are close but the social contacts

are distant. In today's complex society, people communicate with

each other more and more and these communications are becoming more

and more routinized and for business purposes. In the recent decade

people believe that, to be successful in one's career, it is very

important for one to know how to deal with people. Human relations

are emphasized more than ever before. That may be one reason why

today's parents emphasize etiquette.

The results of Denton and Middletown studies of different time

periods agree in some respects and disagree in others. Inadequacies

of sampling in all of the studies may be a source of at least some

of the difference. However, changes in childrearing norms between

the 1970s and the 1980s may be in some measure responsible for the

differences.

The changes in the family including parental socialization

values have been dramatic but uneven. They do not appear all at

once and with equal forces throughout the whole society. As

Bronfenbrenner suggested, the practice of childrearing is most

likely to change in those segments of society which have closest

access and are most receptive to the agents of change such as the

public media. One might expect different child training practice in

different segments of society and among different subgroups within

the culture because they have varied accessibility to mass media.
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However, because of today's wide use of the mass media, even in

rural areas, people have less problem in accessing public

information. Thus, the differences in child training more likely

result from parents' attitudes toward this information and whether

they are willing to accept it.

Social Class Differences

Based on the decreased difference in accessibility to public

information, Bronfenbrenner pointed out that there was a tendency to

a reduction of differences in child rearing approaches. With the

United States entering a postindustrial society, there will be fewer

blue-collar jobs and more white-collar occupations. Thus class

differences may diminish. Assessing the real changes in parents'

child training values in the different social classes over 60 years

of time is the second purposes of this study,

Denton and Middletown

In order to make data comparable, the social class measure was

changed to divide the data into lower and middle classes. The lower

class was those parents with high school education and a family

income of below $25,000. The middle class referred to those parents

with college or more years of education and a family income over

$25,000 a year.

Table 3 presents the ranks on characteristics desired in

children by social class from the two Middletown studies and the

Denton study. For Middletown data, business class contained white

collar occupations; and working class included blue collar
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occupations, Middletown's "business class" is equal with the Denton

"middle class' and their "working class' with the Denton "lower

class".

Table 3

Characteristics Most Desired in Children for 1924. 1978., 1989, by

Social Class of Mothers, Middletown and Denton Samples

Characteristics

Desired

Strict obedience

Loyal to religion

Independence

Responsibility toward others

Respect opinions of others

Good manners

1924

(Middletc

M.C L.

2 2

3 1

1 4

4

6

5

Rank Order of Choice

1978

)wn) (Middletown) (I

C. M.C L.C. m

6 6 6

4 4 5

1 1 4

2 5 3

5 3 2 2

3 5 3 1

1989

Denton)

.C L.C

5

6

4

3

2

1

Sources: DPP survey for 1989, Middletown Housewife Survey by Lynds

for 1924, and Caplow Replication of Middletown Survey for 1978 data.

As Table 3 showed, the rank order of characteristics desired in

children by the lower class in 1924 was "loyalty to religious

belief", "strict obedience", and "good manners". The middle class

places about equal weight on "independence" and "strict obedience".

ow
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By 1978, "independence" and "respect opinions of others" were the

characteristics preferred by parents in both classes. Although the

1978 list indicated class differences, the differences were

consistently smaller and less significant than those of 1924.

In 1989, the three most frequent choices showed almost no

differences by social class. There were only differences on

obedience to adult or religion between these two classes. The lower

class parents were slightly more likely to place emphasis upon

obedience to individuals whereas the middle class parents were more

likely to emphasize loyalty to religious beliefs.

The class differences in child training values were reported as

stemming from differences in the conditions of life of the various

classes (particularly occupational conditions). Beginning in 1957,

Kohn (1969, 1976) initiated a series of studies designed to assess

the impact of parental social class on parental socialization values

and to explain why such a class difference exists. Kohn reasoned

that these class differences come from differences in the job

activities and duties performed by members of different classes.

Middle class jobs are generally complex, less heavily

supervised, and less routinized than are working class jobs, which

involve relatively less complex activities and are subject to more

extended supervision and routinization. In order to perform in

complex, unstructured work settings, the middle class must initiate

activity, rely on their own judgements, and be intellectually

flexible enough to handle uncertainty, In short, they must be self-

directed.



38

Conversely, for working class people to adapt to settings

providing less complexity and greater supervision, they must abide

by company rules to structure their behavior according to the pace

of the work flow, and acquiesce to the dictates of another. These

"structural imperatives of the job", then, condition people's views

of both the possible and the desirable, not only for themselves but

for their children as well. Middle class parents, therefore, value

self-direction in their children more than conformity, and working

class parents value conformity more than self-direction,

Members of different social classes, by virtue of enjoying or

suffering different conditions of life, come to see the world

differently--to develop different conceptions of social reality,

different aspirations and hopes and fears, different conceptions of

the desirable. The last is particularly important for present

purposes, for from people's conceptions of the desirable and

particularly from their conceptions of what characteristics are

desirable in children, one can discern their objectives in child-

rearing.

From Obedience to Independence

As has been stated, Alwin (1988) pointed out that adult

preferences for desired child qualities in 1978 gave more emphasis

to those linked to the autonomy of children rather than obedience to

institutional and adult authority. At the same time, he indicated

that parental socialization values differed by social class. How do

his findings of Middletown housewives apply to that of the Denton
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parents in 1989? The following was the analysis of the two

characteristics desired in children for the Denton parents by social

class and family structure.

Social Class

Social class in the 1989 study was based on the following

objective criterion: the family's income reported by respondents

and their education level. Since the respondents included both

mothers and fathers as well as employed and unemployed, the

consideration of respondents' occupation was omitted.

Combining income and education levels make this study

comparable to previous studies on the same subject. The lower class

consisted of those respondents with a high school education or less

and who earned $25,000 or less income. The middle class was defined

as those with some or a complete college education and a family

income between $25,000 and $55,000 a year. The upper class was

those with some graduate college work or a graduate degree and a

family income over $55,000 a year.

Respondents who did not fit these categories because of

discrepancies of education and income were excluded. That is a

limitation of this analysis. The number of respondents included in

these three classes is much smaller (N = 89) than the entire sample

(N = 180). Fifty-eight percent were in the middle class level; 20%

were in the lower class; and 21% were in the upper class.

It was found that the lower class respondents were much more

likely to choose "obedience" as "very important" than those of the

middle and upper classes (70% compared to 38% and 40%). The gap
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between the lower class and the upper class was significant with a

difference of 30. The pattern of the responses of "obedience" for

boys by social class is monotonic, that is, decreasing as income

level increases. The lower class also stressed "independence" more

than the middle and upper classes (75% compared to 69% and 68%).

The lower class had two contradictory attitudes toward

characteristics desired for children with emphasizing both

"obedience" and "independence". The middle class was the most

liberal; they emphasized "obedience" the least and "independence"

more than the upper class though not than the lower class.

This finding was partially similar to Alwin's report of

Middletown data for 1924 and 1978 and Kohn's 1958 Detroit study. In

these studies they found that the business class (Alwin's term) or

middle class (Kohn's term) stressed obedience less than the working

class. The responses of the 1989 Denton parents, as stated above,

confirmed their findings. However, for "independence", the Denton

study has a pattern which is the reverse of that reported. The

former studies indicated that the higher the class the more

independence was emphasized (Alwin, 1981; Kohn, 1959).

In earlier research these two desired characteristics had an

inverse relationship; that is, emphasis upon "independence"

increased along with less emphasis upon "obedience". But in Denton

there is a similar level of emphasis for both, at least in the lower

class.
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In the Denton sample, the lower class respondents' conceptions

of what was desirable for boys were quite different from what was

desirable for girls. They tended to consider it more important for

girls than f or boys (72% vs.67%) to show "strict obedience". But

they were more likely to emphasis "independence" for boys than for

girls (78% vs.72%). The percentage differences were the biggest in

the lower class.

Tables 4

Characteristics Desired for Children. by Social Cls. Denton Samnle

Characteristics Percent Choosing as "Very Important"

Desired Social Class

Lower Middle Higher

Strict Obedience Boys 67 39 37

Girls 72 37 42

Combined 70 38 40

Independence Boys 78 65 68

Girls 72 73 68

Combined 75 69 68

N =-18 52 19

Source: Denton Sample (1989).
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The lower class had the most traditional sex attitudes toward

child training. In contrast, the middle class stressed "obedience"

more for boys than for girls and "independence" less for boys than

for girls. The middle class seems to be the least traditionally-

oriented.

This result is consistent with previous research done by Kohn

(1959) which shows that middle class mothers hold the same

conceptions of the traits desired in children for both sexes while

working class mothers make very distinctive differences between the

sexes. Once again, it confirmed that the lower class was the most

traditional while the middle class was the most liberal.

Family Structure

Marital Status

The marital status categories were recoded to compare those

parents presently married to single parents. The married included

those still in their first marriage (63%) and those remarried after

divorce or widowhood. The single parents included separated,

divorced, and never married parents. Among the latter most were

divorced (N = 21), following by never married (N = 7), separated (N

= 4), and one widow.

Single parents were slightly less likely to choose as "very

important" "strict obedience" for both boys and girls than those

parents presently married (42% vs. 50% for boys and 49% compared 50%

for girls). They were much more likely to place emphasis on

"independence" both for boys and for girls than those parents

presently married (85% vs.66% for boys and 80% vs. 62% for girls)
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(see Table 5). Single parents seemed to be more liberal in

expectations than parents in an intact marriage. At the same time,

single parents were more sexist in their attitudes. They were more

likely to place emphasis on "obedience" for girls than for boys and

less likely to stress "independence".

Table 5

Characteristics Desired for children, by Marital Status. Denton

Sample

Characteristics Percent Choosing as "Very Important"

Desired Boys Girls

Married Single Married Single

Obedience 50 42 50 49

Independence 66 85 62 80

Source: Denton Sample (1989).

The different lives experienced by single parents and parents

presently married might give some support for this finding.

According to Cherlin (1981), single parents often have difficulties

functioning effectively. They have responsibility overload, task

overload, and emotional overload. Most of them must make all the

decisions and provide all the needs of their families. They have

too much to do, with working, housekeeping, and parenting. "They
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are always on call to give emotional support to their children,

whether or not their own emotional resources are temporarily

depleted" (p.80).

Particularly single-parent families headed by women, will

experience severe role overload or conflict over various role

commitment. They play both father's role and mother's role in their

parental responsibilities. When they are employed outside of the

home, they have more difficulty handling conflicts between the work

hours and the school hours. Besides, most divorcing mothers also

face a sharp decline in economic position. They have difficulty

reentering the job market if they are not employed in the years

preceding their separation. Some have worked at low-paying jobs

that cannot provide sole support for a family (Cherlin, 1981). This

economic deterioration makes it even more difficult to deal with the

conflict of parental role and work role because they tend to have

less economic support to use paid house workers or child care

helper.

Hence, the difficulties of family life faced by many single

mothers might lead to an attitude with much stronger emphasis on

independence than those parents presently married and also might

lead to an idealization of traditional female roles.

Gender of Rspondents

In Table 6 mothers and fathers report almost identical

attitudes on "obedience" for both boys and girls. Respondent

mothers were just slightly more likely to choose "obedience" as

"very important" both for boys and girls than fathers (50% vs .46%
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for boys and 50% vs.47% for girls). However, mothers and fathers

held different attitudes on "independence" particularly for girls.

Mothers were much more likely to choose as "very important"

"independence" than fathers (73% compared to 63% for boys and 72%

vs.52% for girls). This difference for girls between mothers and

fathers for "independence" was one of the largest found.

In addition, mothers had almost identical attitudes toward boys

and girls on both obedience and independence. They generally

allocate more time than fathers to the socialization of children.

As more and more mothers have entered the labor force, they have

less time to devout to child care although they still play the most

important part in childrearing. This might be one reason why they

place more emphasis on "independence" than fathers.

Table 6

Characteristics Desired for Children, by Gender of Respondents.

Denton Sample

Characteristics Boys Girls

Desired

Mothers Fathers Mothers Fathers

Strict Obedience 50 46 50 47

Independence 73 63 72 52

Source: Denton Sample (1989).

I'l. P 11.1
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Fathers, on the other hand, had slightly different attitudes on

"obedience" and greater differences on "independence". They tended

to be less supportive than mothers on socialization for independence

of girls. As LeMaster (1989) indicated mothers were more

contemporary than fathers. Thus mother's socialization values are

more in line with the demands of modern society.

Employment Status of Respondents

Employed parents were much less likely to choose as "very

important" "obedience" than the unemployed parents (44% compared to

61% for boys and 44% vs.63% for girls). The simple percentage

difference was substantial. At the same time, the employed parents

were also more likely to choose as "very important" "independence"

(71% compared to 65% for boys by unemployed parents and 69% vs,57%

for girls). The percentage difference was much greater for girls.

Overall, the employed parents were less likely to stress "obedience"

and more likely to emphasize "independence". They were more non-

traditional than the unemployed parents.

In addition, the employed parents had an almost identical

attitudes toward both boys and girls except for a slight difference

on "independence". In contrast, the unemployed parents had more

traditional sex attitudes than the employed parents. They

emphasized slightly more "obedience" and much less "independence"

for girls than was the case for boys. Hence a clearer gender

distinction was made by the unemployed parents.
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This finding suggests that labor force participation experience

is conducive to the adoption of more egalitarian ideas in child

socialization particularly for mothers since almost all of the

unemployed respondents were mothers in this sample. It is apparent

that women who define the female role as being primarily centered in

the home are less likely to become involved in paid employment while

nonhome work is associated with change in traditional orientations.

Women's labor force participation provides them with positive

experiences and understanding outside of the home, more influence

within the family and exposure to egalitarian ideas (Spitze, 1978;

Thoronton & Freedom, 1979).

Table 7

Charactristics Desired for Children by Employment Status of

Respondents ,Denton Sample

Characteristics Percent Choosing as "Very Important"

Desired Boys Girls

Employed Unemployed Employed Unemployed

Obedience 44 61 44 63

Independence 71 65 69 57

Source: Denton Sample (1989).
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Age QfLRespondents

Age of parent was divided into the following three categories:

the younger, 21 (lowest in the sample) to 35 years old; the middle-

aged, 36 to 45 years old; and the oldest, 46 to 63 (oldest in the

sample) years old,

Older parents were much more likely to choose as "very

important" "strict obedience" for both boys and girls than the

middle-aged respondents who were followed by the younger respondents

(57% and 53% compared to 40% for boys; 59% and 53% compared to 42%

for girls). The differences between the middle and the other two

groups were fairly large being over 10 percent in each case, As for

"independence", the older were also more likely than the other two

groups to choose it as "very important" both for boys and girls.

The difference for boys was fairly large being 20 percent. The

younger and the middle-aged had identical attitudes on boys but

slightly different one on girls.

Here the older parents held two apparently contradictory

attitudes on two of the desired traits in children, They emphasized

much more "obedience" than the younger and middle-aged parents. It

is difficult to deny that they were not the most traditional even

though they were also the most likely to emphasize "independence".

As stated above, most older parents usually have children who were

relatively older than those of younger parents. (The average age of

the first sons or daughters of the older parents were 15 and 13.)

It is not unreasonable to infer that the physical and psychological

characteristics of older children have some push effect on the
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attitudes of their parents toward them. Some of them, if they were

old enough, might live away from their parents. In this case, they

have to be independent and self-governing. The older parents were

also the most sexist. They made a very clear distinction between

boys and girls. They stressed more obedience and less independence

for girls than for boys. This finding furthermore supports that the

contention that the older group were the most traditional.

Table 8

Characteristics Desired for Children. by Ace of Resnondents

Characteristics Percent Choosing as "Very Important"

Desired Respondents' Age

Under 35 36-45 45 over

Obedience Boys 53 40 57

Girls 53 42 59

Independence Boys 67 67 87

Girls 63 67 68

Source: Denton Sample (1989).

The younger parents were more liberal comparing to the middle-

aged parents. Even though they emphasized "obedience" more than the

middle-aged and and the same or slightly less for "independence"

This finding could be confirmed by the ages of their children. Most
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younger parents have children who are relatively younger than those

of older parents. (The average age of respondents' first sons or

daughters of the younger parents' was 6.) It is impossible for

those parents to require their children to be self-governing. The

previous research found that parents whose first children were under

preschool age emphasized more "obedience" and less "independence"

than parents of older children. This study confirmed the finding of

previous research for "obedience" but challenged that of

"independence".

It is impossible for age to be affected by attitudes, rather

age can influence attitudes and attitudinal change. Young people

may be more nontraditional during periods of social change because

of their amenability to adopting new roles and attitudes. This may

occur because they have had less experience in traditional roles,

and older people have been more thoroughly socialized to accept

traditional ways and have a considerable investment in those

pattern. This trend is also consistent with the responses of

study's parents. When asking respondents how they would think their

parents would response to the same desired traits in children, they

reported that their parents were even more traditional than them-

selves.

Overall, these findings were in the line with Duvall's (1946).

She found that mothers of older children tended to respond more

traditionally than did mothers whose first children were five years

older or younger.



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

It was found in the study that parental socialization values

had changed dramatically since the Middletown study of the 1920s.

The change in Middletown from 1924 to 1978 was significant from an

emphasis upon "obedience' to one upon "independence'. The 1989

Denton parents continued to deemphasis upon obedience and religious

loyalty; however, they placed more emphasis upon sociability, that

13 being polite, respectful, and socially acceptable as well as a

sense of responsibility toward others. In a word, modern parents

appear to be taking a more democratic and liberal view toward

children than parents in the 1920s.

The impact of parental social class status on their

socialization values was initiated by the Lynds' in their 1924

Middletown study and has been discussed since then. This class

difference continued to exist in the 1989 Denton study but was not

as great as one would expect, The rank order of characteristics

desired in children being chosen by parents as "very important"

displayed differences only on "obedience" to "adult authority' or to

"religious beliefs". However, the distribution of percentage

differences among different social class using three groups was more

significant than the rank order based upon only two social class

51
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groups, Regardless of social class positions, today's parents

hold more democratic values concerning the ways their children

should be cared for and socialized.

The study's findings challenged Alwin's study "From Obedience

to Autonomy". The Denton parents placed less emphasis upon

"independence" than the 1978 Middletown parents even though the

deemphasis upon "obedience" was continued. This finding suggests

that the Denton parents seem to be more involved in child training.

"Social acceptance" and "being a respectful and worthwhile person",

were the most important focuses of the Denton parents.

The different emphases upon "obedience" by different social

class groups of the Denton parents, on the other hand, confirmed

part of Alwin's findings. The lower the social class the less

"obedience" was emphasized. For "independence", the Denton study

reversed what was reported by Alwin. The upper class of Denton

parents placed the least emphasis upon "independence" when compared

to the lower and middle classes.

Finally, it was found that various characteristics of the

Denton responding parents, such as marital status, gender,

employment status or age all affected their responses to those two

characteristics desired for children. Single parents were less

traditionally-oriented than parents in an intact marriage. Mothers

were more traditionally-oriented than fathers on the response for

obedience but the reverse was true for independence. The employed
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parents were more liberal than the unemployed parents. The older

respondents were more traditional toward characteristics desired in

children than the younger ones.

Furthermore, the lower and upper classes held more similar

preferences toward characteristics desired in children than the

middle class. They were more traditionally-oriented than the middle

class. This study's findings were in line with most previous

studies that found the lower and upper classes were more traditional

than the middle class.

This study also find that distinctions between boys and girls

still exist. As noted by Kohn (1963a), persons in the higher social

classes tend to be less rigid about gender distinctions. Also as

indicated by Bronfenbrenner (1961), contrasting parental attitudes

and behaviors toward boys and girls are pronounced only at the

lower-class level and decrease as one moves up the social class

scale. The study's findings of traditional sex-role orientations

among the lower social classes are consistent with the literature

that describes the life-style of the lower social class. The family

life-style of the lower class has been characterized by a rigid

parent-child relationship, and a marriage pattern where husband and

wife have a clear differentiation of tasks and considerable number

of separate interests and activities (McCandless, McClendon, and

Lueptow, 1989).

This study implies that social norms and expectations continue

to change. It seems that the social definitions of appropriate

behavior for women will probably continue to broaden; however, it
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seems unlikely that the elimination of a division of labor and

specialization between the sexes will occur quickly. It is apparent

that change in the direction of general nontraditional patterns of

individual attitude has slowed during recent years (Herzog &

Bachman, 1982). The slackening of the nontraditional trend in this

particular dimension of attitudes may reflect a transitory

circumstances, or it may indicates substantial persistence of the

traditional aspects,
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