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Online  E X C L U S I V E S

northtexan.unt.edu/online

Connect with us at  
facebook.com/northtexas.  

Follow us at  
twitter.com/northtexan. 

Watch us on youtube.com/ 
universitynorthtexas.
 
Follow us at  
instagram.com/unt.

Visit The North Texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

issues of The North Texan
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss 
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories,  

photos, videos and recordings

Reclassifying Understudied Art
ARE MEDIEVAL ROCK-CUT TEMPLES IN SOUTHERN INDIA 
SCULPTURE OR ARCHITECTURE? RESEARCH BY LISA N. OWEN, 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ART HISTORY, IS HELPING DEVELOP 
NEW CLASSIFICATIONS FOR THE DEVOTIONAL SPACES TO  
ENCOURAGE STUDY OF THIS OFTEN OVERLOOKED MEDIUM.

When you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online 
at northtexan.unt.edu.

ONLINE FEATURES

MOVE-IN 
DAY
The campus 
community
welcomed the 
Class of 2018 

and helped the students move into their 
new homes. See a slideshow of the big day. 

SEEING 
QUINTUPLE 
UNT’s first 
set of quints, 
the Diaz 
siblings, began 

their freshman year in August. Read how 
the three brothers and two sisters spent 
their first days on campus.

UNT’S OPEN 
SKIES 
See why UNT 
is a place of 
opportunity 
and the  

creative heartbeat of Texas in our  
national ad that began airing this fall.

GET CONNECTED
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President Neal Smatresk visits with students on 
the fi rst day of fall classes.

Planting the seeds of change
NEW ACTION PLAN WILL GUIDE 
UNT’S YEARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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WE’RE OFF TO A GREAT 
start for the 2014-15 academic year. 
We have strong enrollment and 
4,700 students, including half of our 
incoming freshmen, who chose the 
Eagle Express Tuition Plan and are 
committed to graduating in four 
years. I believe this will be the most 
popular optional tuition plan in the

  state of Texas. 
We also graduated 8,700 students 

last year. Altogether, it shows that we’re providing students with a great education 
and providing Texas with a workforce of critical thinkers and future leaders. 
Everyone benefi ts from a strong, college-educated workforce to drive industry and 
the economy. As you’ll read in this issue, our alumni are putting their education 
to great use. 

We’re also building a stronger UNT from the inside. At the inaugural State of the 
University Sept. 17, I unveiled the 2014-15 action plan that will guide what UNT 
will accomplish for the year. Th e action plan is a high-level to-do list to ensure that 
we are taking concrete steps to move the university forward. Read more on page 16.

As part of this process, I want you and other UNT community members to share 
your dreams and expectations for UNT. You can do so by visiting president.unt.edu/
planning-implementation. Your input will help us learn more about how we are 
perceived and how we can be more valuable to the North Texas region and state. 

I hope to see you cheering for the Mean Green during football season. Mean 
Green pride is infectious — I feel it in the stands at home and at away games. Join us 
this season and don’t forget that Homecoming is Nov. 8. Let there be green! 

UNT proud, 

Neal Smatresk
President
president@unt.edu
@UNTPrez
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D E A R  North Texan
 bought the store.  After I 

fi nished my master’s, I started 
teaching at Tarleton State 
University. It was so easy to just 
pick up the phone and call 
Pender’s and order the music I 
needed for my students and 
myself, knowing it would arrive 
within a week or so. 

I still miss not being able to 
go in the store and browse and 
discover new publications while 
visiting old ones, and of course 
visiting old friends. 

Janette Kavanaugh 
(’56, ’69 M.M., ’82 Ph.D.)
Longview

Campus headlines

Th e photo accompanying 
the “Tell us about your campus 
headlines” blurb in the summer 
issue really should have 
identifi ed the two men 
pictured, C.E. Shuford and 
Keith Shelton. 

To a dwindling number of 
us, these two men were giants 
in journalism education, and 
while I missed the Shuford era 
at North Texas, I did have the 
privilege of taking classes under 
Shelton. 

He was a mentor and later a 
friend. I rarely write without 
thinking, “How would Keith 
Shelton edit this?”

 
Ernie Murray (’77)
Lufkin

In April 1971, the new 
Student Government Associa-

but also rented innovative and 
amazing costumes she made 
by hand.

I was lucky enough to work 
for both of them for a while 
after I graduated. It was during 
that time that fellow “Dinette” 
Shawn Eichmann, an art 
student, painted her life-size 
diner mural on the outside 
wall, featuring an excellent 
likeness of Jim in its open door.

 Jim sold the diner and went 
to work in the Union on 
campus. He passed some years 
ago, and I understand that row 
of buildings on Fry Street was 
razed to make way for some-
thing new. Th at’s the way of 
things, I suppose, but it makes 

me doubly glad I did this 
drawing back in ’86, sitting on a 
car across the street, with my 
sketch pad in my lap. I hope it 
will bring back good memories 
for others as well.

Lea Rothrock (’85)
Crockett

A favorite place

During the early ’50s, 
Pender’s Music Store (“All in 
the Family,” summer 2014) was 
a favorite place for music 
majors to meet. On Wednes-
day morning at 10 (when we 
were supposed to be at the 
Student Recital), we congre-
gated and had coff ee and sweet 
rolls warmed in butter. I also 
remember the pimiento cheese 
sandwiches served there — the 
best ever.  

When I came back in the 
’60s to work on my master’s 
degree, I was delighted to learn 
that it was still open and fully 
operational. It was during this 
period that Harold Gore 

Let us know what you think about news 
and topics covered in The North Texan. 
Lett ers may be edited for length and
publication style.

Jim’s Diner

     I imagine a lot of alumni 
who were students in the early 
’80s will remember that the 
coolest place in Denton to get 
breakfast was Jim’s Diner.  A 
short walk from campus up Fry 
Street, Jim’s was a favorite spot 
for all kinds of people — pretty 
much anyone who loved 
abundant coff ee, good food and 
a quirky atmosphere.

Jim and Judy Smith actually 
ran two businesses, connected 
inside by a narrow doorway.  
Jim operated the diner, which 
was tiny, dark and eclectic and 
spilled some booths into Judy’s 
business next door. Judy was 
the boss at Secondhand Rose, 
where she sold used clothing 

Online: northtexan.unt.edu

(follow the “Contact Us” link)

Phone: 940-565-2108

Fax: 940-369-8763

Email: northtexan@unt.edu

Mail: The North Texan
University of North Texas
Division of University Relations, 
Communications and Marketing 
1155 Union Circle #311070 
Denton, Texas 76203-5017
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was to meet students from all 
walks of life. I especially 
remember getting a good daily 
exercise workout from what 
seemed like giant hills as I 
walked to and from classes. 

Although my stay was short, 
I truly enjoyed my college 
experience while living in Kerr 
Hall, and later Kendall Hall. I 
continue to follow Mean Green 
sports. In fact, my wife and I 
have continued to enjoy 
attending UNT football games 
at Fouts Field and the new and 
exciting Apogee Stadium.

Angel Castillo (’83)
Corpus Christi

Summer school

I entered UNT in June 
1961 and signed up for a 
beginning swimming class even 
though I had earned my Water 
Safety Instructors certification 
at SMU that spring. After the 
initial class, Coach Fred Slack 
came over to me and said, “You 
can swim, can’t you? If you will 
help me teach, you’ve got an A.”

I took three swimming 
classes with that arrangement 

tion had just adopted a 
constitution that paid a salary 
of $250 per month to the SGA 
president. I was working my 
way through my senior year 
and thought this was a lot of 
money, but if someone was 
going to get paid, why not me? 

I decided to run for SGA 
president on the platform “I 
Want The Money.” I caught the 
attention of Daily editor Terry 
Kelly, who posted a front page 
picture of me signing up and 
later endorsed me. 

I believe I placed fourth in 
the election, and I finished my 
degree as the student manager 
of KNTU. Those headlines 
about my presidential run were 
my favorites. 

Bill Conway (’71) 
San Diego, Calif.

A great loss

Gerard O’Donovan’s death 
resurrects memories of an 
exceptional intellectual, a leader 
in and out of the classroom, 
and a bona fide compassionate 
human. His death is a great  
loss to the scientific community 
at large, to UNT and to us  
as well.

Monier (’89 Ph.D.) 
and Carolyn (’90) Ibrahim
Summertown, Tenn. 

A good workout

I enrolled at North Texas in 
spring 1980 following a 
two-year stay at a junior college. 
I quickly realized how easy it 

and even worked part time in 
1963 at the pool.

What a clever man! This 
was my first teaching experi-
ence and I was hooked. Over 
the years, I taught elementary, 
special, adult and homebound 
education and, yes, swimming. 
Thanks to Coach Slack. 

Sue Krider Rauschuber 
(’64, ’68 M.Ed.)
Granbury

Summer school 1968 had to 
be the craziest time on campus. 
The dress code went away — 
no more dresses required for 
girls. We went to class in 
cutoffs and T-shirts. Protests 
blocked the Union daily.

I worked in the housing 
office with other part-time 
student employees. A computer 
program to assign students to 
dorms didn’t work, so we 
tossed student punch cards in 
boxes labeled with the names of 
the dorms. I was not prepared 
for the fallout in September. 

It was a great summer.
 
Susan Jordan Ceynowa (’70)
Mason

Tell us about ... food

This issue’s stories about alums involved in the farm-to-table 

movement and Lane Cardwell’s work in the restaurant industry, 

along with letters about Jim’s Diner and Pender’s sweet rolls, 

made us hungry — and got us thinking about our memories of 

food as students. Where were your favorite eating places on 

campus and around town? What foods evoke the strongest 

memories? Send letters or email to the addresses at top left.

@northtexan

 
We have a beautiful campus. 
The next four years will be 
amazing! #UNT18.  
—@STEP_HON  
 
 #62 FIRST DAY OF  
CLASSES! Good luck to all of 
#UNT18 and welcome back to 
all our returning students! We 
love y’all!!!! #love2loveUNT 
#GMG.  
—@Reasons2LoveUNT
 
Many different languages are 
spoken as people walk by. It’s 
amazing to be a part of a college 
that has such a diverse culture 
on campus #UNT. 
—@stephquinlan
 
UNT is the place to be! #UNT 
#UNT18. 
—@thebetterhector 
 
Raise your hand if you always 
and forever love our team and 
our school no matter what! 
#GoMeanGreen #UNTpride. 
—@Talons23 
 
I always love coming home to 
Denton and being greeted by 
the lights of UNT!! #untproud 
#untalum #untstaff #untishome. 
—@MrsKJS
 
Follow us on Twitter.  
We look forward to staying 
connected! 
@northtexan
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Find more information and events: 

unt.edu/getconnected

GET
CONNECTED Calling all entrepreneurs, 

professionals and community leaders. 
 Come see up-to-the-minute science at work,       
connect with our extensive network and 
  take part in thought-provoking seminars 
 that will help you succeed. 

DISCOVERY PARK 

Interactive STEM research, 
collaboration and training among 
public and private partners supporting 
technology-based economic development

 •  Incubator
 •   Resource for startups to 

journey from concept to 
commercialization 

 •   Zero Energy Lab tours

discoverypark.unt.edu

INNOVATION GREENHOUSE

A virtual co-working space that takes ideas from 
“classrooms to boardrooms,” leveraging existing university 
resources while building new partnerships with 
businesses, nonprofi ts and government agencies 

 •  Data and app hackathons
 •  Startup weekends, 

Innovation Lab, VentureSpur
acceleration program

 •  Speaker Network
 •  Global Innovation Summit

innovation.unt.edu

OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY

A national leader in collegiate 
sustainability committed to green 
standards, maximizing effi ciency 
and becoming a powerful 
agent of change

 •  Consulting for businesses, 
cities and schools

 •  Professional development 
certifi cate through the Sustainability Leadership 
Program

 •  Networking events
 •  Sustainable Communities Initiative
 •  Sustainability tours

sustainable.unt.edu

— UNT’s Zero Energy Lab
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 Today Logistics 
award and 
ranking
Page 9

AT UNT, STUDENTS GET THE RESOURCES 
they need to succeed. UNT’s First Flight program is all about 
helping new students make a smooth transition to college even 
before classes start. Th is fall, UNT formally welcomed one of its 
largest freshman classes at New Student Convocation, making 
for a busy First Flight Week that included faculty meet-and-
greets, mock lectures and other sessions, such as a critique of 
College of Visual Arts and Design students’ self-portraits, above. 

“All we do to teach, support and guide our students really 
matters to them,” President Neal Smatresk says.  “Th e fi rst days 
on campus for students are the perfect opportunities for all of us 
to show them the strength of our caring community.”

Ahna H
ubnik

A FLIGHT FOR 
SUCCESS   

UNT rolled out the welcome wagon as new students 
joining the UNT family moved into the residence halls, 

celebrated at New Student Convocation and built 
connections at First Flight Week.

See a slideshow of Move-In Day
 at northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

Calling all entrepreneurs, 
professionals and community leaders. 

 Come see up-to-the-minute science at work,       
connect with our extensive network and 
  take part in thought-provoking seminars 
 that will help you succeed. 
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Today

B R I L L I A N T LY 
G R E E N

Distinguished lecturer

Steve Wozniak, an inventor, 
entrepreneur and philanthro-
pist, is famously known for 
helping revolutionize the 
computer industry with his 

design of Apple’s first line of 
products, the Apple I and II, 
and influencing the design of 
the popular Macintosh. A 
Silicon Valley icon, he 
partnered with Steve Jobs to 
found Apple Computer Inc.

In August, Wozniak shared 
his life and computing 
expertise with students as part 
of UNT’s Distinguished 
Lecture Series. He currently 
serves as chief scientist for 
Fusion-io and is a published 
author with the release of 

iWoz: From Computer Geek to 
Cult Icon, a New York Times 
best-selling autobiography.

Through the Distinguished 
Lecture Series, the UNT 
community is introduced to 
world-class speakers whose 
messages enhance student 
learning outside the classroom.  
 
Outstanding student

Gulin “Eva” Gelogullari, a 
master’s media arts student, 
was awarded a scholarship and 
named the 2014 Outstanding 

Foreign Student in North 
Texas by the Dallas/Fort 
Worth Consular Corps for her 
dedication to her studies and 
work as a peer mentor and 
teaching assistant at UNT. 

A native of the Black Sea 
Region of the Republic of 
Turkey, Gelogullari expects to 
graduate in May 2015 and 
begin pursuing a graduate 
degree in international studies 
with a focus on international 
media and peace studies.

Pass it on: Great things are happening at UNT. Learn about them here and share 
our successes with your family and friends. 
• Cuban invests in UNT student. Mark Cuban, entrepreneur and owner of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks, 
backed senior computer science major Jesse Stauffer in launching his mobile app XPIRE for iOS devices  
on iTunes. The app helps users manage their digital footprints on social media by making their tweets  
and posts less permanent.

• BigBellys clean up campus. This fall, UNT went high-tech with its trash and recycling program by 
installing new BigBelly Solar trash compactors around campus. The bins — recognized as a C40 Cities 
Climate Leadership Group best practice — use solar technology to compact trash, helping to reduce litter 
and improve collection efficiency by monitoring and sending waste and recycling data to UNT employees.

• Aiming for success. What does junior Lindsey Smith have in common with Oscar-winning actress 
Geena Davis and Hunger Games heroine Katniss Everdeen? A love of archery. The mechanical and energy 
engineering major with a 4.0 GPA is an award-winning bow shooter. She competed on Team USA this 
summer in Croatia at the World Archery Field Championship, 
the highest level of archery competition outside the 
Olympics, placing No. 10 in the world. She earned a bronze 
medal in the national competition in May.

Charlotte Sm
ith
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   Mayborn conference

UNT’s 10th annual 
Mayborn Literary Nonfiction 
Conference promised to bridge 
great writing with science. And 
it delivered. Held in July, the 
conference drew the best of the 
best in journalism with the 
theme “Narratives on the 
Cutting Edge: Writing About 
Science, Technology, Medicine 
and Innovation.” 

Best-selling author Lawrence 
Wright, who was awarded the 
2007 Pulitzer Prize for General 
Nonfiction for his book The 
Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and 
the Road to 9/11, inspired the 
audience with his keynote talk. 
He offered tips for how to orga-
nize, craft and find compelling 
characters for narratives, 

comparing writing to dieting.
“For most of us, dieting 

requires persistence, discipline, 
abstinence, pain, longing, some 
degree of masochism and an 
impressive ability to handle 
frustration. Writing is like that 
— at least good writing,” he 
said. “Bad writing is bloated, 
clumsy, soft and aimless. You 
don’t want to be sitting next to 
it on an airplane.”

Other keynote speakers were 
David Quammen, who is 
regarded among America’s 
most respected science writers, 
and Sheri Fink, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist, 
physician and author of New 
York Times bestseller Five Days 
at Memorial: Life and Death in 
a Storm-Ravaged Hospital.

 Fulbright honor

Lynn Seaton, professor of 
jazz studies, has been named a 
2014-15 Fulbright Scholar.  
He will live in Riga, Latvia, this 
fall and teach jazz bass and 
improvisation for all instru-
ments, as well as coach music 
ensembles at Jāzeps Vītols 
Latvian Academy of Music.  
He also will learn more about 
the traditional folk music 
native to Latvia. 

Seaton, one of the world’s 
leading performers and 
teachers of jazz bass, is director 
of the Lynn Seaton Jazz 
Double Bass Workshop held 
every summer at UNT for 
advanced high school, college, 
serious amateur and profes-
sional bassists. 

LO G I S T I C S  I N N O V AT I O N  A W A R D
Ted Farris, professor of logistics, developed the program “Globally Displaced 
Workgroups: Creating a Real-World Experience in the Classroom” to teach 
students how to deal with real-world challenges across time zones, language 
obstacles, cultural differences and technology issues. He earned the Bobby 
G. Bizzell Innovative Achievement Award this summer from the Southwestern 
Business Deans’ Association for his innovative way of helping students learn 
in displaced work groups with members spread across different locations. 
UNT’s logistics and supply chain management program is ranked sixth in 
North America by Gartner Inc. and recognized as an up-and-coming program.

Pulitzer Prize-winning author, 
screenwriter and playwright 
Lawrence Wright captured 
conference-goers with wit and 
writing tips at the 10th annual 
Mayborn Literary Nonfiction 
Conference in July.

WE’RE SO GREEN! 
UNT was named 

Texas’ greenest college 
campus by  

ecollegefinder.com.  

Ahna H
ubnik

G
ary Payne
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Today

Every Friday is Mean Green Pride Day for UNT students, faculty, staff and alumni. Whether you're 
in Denton, Chicago or Bangkok, show your UNT pride and wear your green.

Wear Green. Every Friday.

meangreenpride.unt.edu
Share your selfies wearing green every week on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook.

Tag your photos #meangreenfriday for a chance to WIN a UNT spirit pack.
 

 

Created by the Division of University Relations, Communications and Marketing AA/EOE/ADA (14-556) ©2014 UNT

Green Pride

Student regent appointed

Th is summer, Gov. Rick 
Perry appointed UNT Health 
Science Center senior Christo-
pher Vera (’11) to serve a 
one-year term as student 
regent on the UNT System’s 
Board of Regents addressing 
issues that impact students. 

A veteran of the U.S. Navy, 
Vera served as a hospital 
corpsman and was deployed in 
support of Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom during his enlistment. 
Following an honorable 
discharge, he attended UNT, 
where he received his bachelor’s 
degree in biology with minors 
in music and chemistry.  

Vera is pursuing a master’s 
in public health from the 
Health Science Center’s School 
of Public Health in Fort 
Worth. He also is a medical 
student at its Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. 

Council award

Lyndal M. Bullock, 
Regents Professor of educa-
tional psychology, has 
dedicated his career to 
assisting children with 
behavioral disorders. 

In April, he was honored 
with the Outstanding 
Leadership Award from the 
Council for Children with 
Behavioral Disorders for his 
contributions to the fi eld. 

Th e council bestows the 
honor on individuals who 
make signifi cant contributions 
through policy development 
and implementation and 
research, as well as show 

extraordinary leadership in 
organizations, teacher 
education or practitioner 
preparation. 

In addition to teaching, 
Bullock has coordinated 
leadership programs on 
emotional and behavioral 
disorders and received 
external funding for scholars 
who desire to work with 
children who have problem 
behavior or for those working 
in higher education.

Love your Mean Green 
and win prizes

 
Just in time for football season, UNT launched a new Mean Green Pride 
campaign to celebrate the university’s tradition of wearing green on 
Fridays. Here’s how you can join in the fun and win free green goodies 
just for showing your pride:

Do. Celebrate this longstanding tradition by wearing green or any 
UNT-Mean Green branded gear on Fridays. Whether you’re headed to a 
UNT event or to work, or you’re just out and about, grab your green and 
share some of that awesome UNT flair.

Win. We want to help you show your green pride because it helps us 
shine as a university. So go ahead and get green and social each week 
for a chance to win a UNT spirit pack. Tag photos of yourself wearing 
green and showing off  your UNT spirit on Instagram, Twitter or 
Facebook. Use the hashtag #meangreenfriday. One lucky winner will be 
selected each week.

Follow. Check out the Mean Green Pride website at meangreenpride.
unt.edu to see our weekly social media winners and learn about 
discounts for wearing green. Follow UNT social media on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram to stay up to date on giveaways and Mean Green  

                 Pride events.
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Information science abroad 

For more than a decade, 
students in the College of 
Information have traveled 
abroad to gain hands-on 
experience in helping libraries 
around the world. 

This summer, Barbara 
Schultz-Jones, associate 
professor of library and 
information sciences, and 
Debby Jennings, an adjunct 
faculty member in the college, 
took 19 library science and 
information science students 
— from UNT’s campus and 
UNT distance education 
programs — to the Interna-
tional School of Stuttgart, 
Germany, and to the new 
Carlsbad International School 
in the Czech Republic. 
Schultz-Jones has led previous 
trips to Thailand, Albania, 
Ukraine, Peru and Russia.

Betty Turpin (’12 M.S.), 
who earned her master’s degree 
in library science through 
UNT’s online program, was a 
past participant on several trips. 
This year, she served as a host 
for the group at the Interna-

tional School of Stuttgart, 
where she works as the lower 
school librarian. With Turpin’s 
help, the group cataloged 2,400 
items, created 1,500 records for 
uncataloged items and created a 
website and a new database. 

“We made very serious 
recommendations about how a 
21st-century library operates,” 
Schultz-Jones says.

In Carlsbad, UNT students 
set up the library for the 
International School, which 
opened in August. Schultz-
Jones’ and Jennings’ students 
have been involved with the 
library project from its start, 

helping with its design and 
furnishing, processing 500 
books and other items and 
setting up software for a library 
management system.

“You rarely have the chance 
to build a library from the 
ground up, so Carlsbad gave us 
a very unique perspective of 
our field,” says Karen Rippel 
(’14 M.S.), a trip participant 
who graduated in August. “It 
also was wonderful to learn 
from the other students, who 
were working in different types 
of libraries and who brought 
different perspectives.”

 M O S T  C I T E D  R E S E A R C H E R S 
This summer, Richard Dixon, Distinguished Research Professor of biological sciences, and Ron 
Mittler, professor of biological sciences, were named to the Thomson Reuters 2014 list of highly 
cited researchers. The list represents the world’s leading scientific minds, recognizing research-
ers who have published influential articles ranking among the top 1 percent of the most cited 
works in their fields. Both Dixon and Mittler are world-renowned plant biologists. Dixon special-
izes in the metabolic engineering of plants to improve forage crops and to find renewable fuel 
sources and potential solutions for treating diseases. Mittler specializes in the oxidative stress in 
plants and how plants identify stress factors, such as heat, to signal their defenses against them.

 

College of Information faculty Debby Jennings and Barbara Schultz-
Jones, seated from front left, and UNT library science and information 
science students helped build a library from the ground up for the new 
Carlsbad International School in the Czech Republic.

D
aniel G

ildersleeve
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Drone research

Th is summer, Yan Wan, 
assistant professor of electrical 
engineering, and Shengli Fu, 
associate professor of electrical 
engineering, developed drones 
with a Smart Emergency 

Response System, enabling 
them to create Internet 
hotspots to provide Wi-Fi 
access and cell phone coverage 
after disasters. 

Th eir drones were part of 
the larger White House 
Presidential Innovation Fellows 
project to create Smart 
Emergency Response Systems. 
Th ey presented their research 
fi ndings at the White House 
and at the SmartAmerica 
Challenge Expo in Washing-
ton, D.C.  

Onstead gift

Th e North Texas Institute 
for Educators on the Visual 
Arts in the College of Visual 
Arts and Design has become 
the Jo Ann “Jody” and Dr. 
Charles O. Onstead Institute 
for Education in the Visual 
Arts and Design in honor of 
longtime UNT supporters Jo 
Ann and Charles O. Onstead. 
A $2.5 million gift from the 
Dr. Charles & Jo Ann Onstead 
Foundation will help the 
institute foster research, 

support arts and design 
educators, and collaborate with 
arts and cultural agencies to 
advance arts awareness.

In addition to the most 
recent gift, Charles O. Onstead 
and the Onstead estate gave 
more than $1.4 million to seed 
the institute and to endow the 
Jo Ann “Jody” and Charles O. 
Onstead Master Fellows Fund 
at UNT. Prior gifts also helped 
create Jody’s Fountain and the 
Onstead Promenade located in 
UNT’s Library Mall. 

Job seeking in the digital age can have its advan-
tages and disadvantages. According to Mayborn 
School of Journalism lecturer Samra Bufkins,  

 the power of social media is only increasing. She 
says that 96 percent of employers check in on 
employees’ social media accounts regularly.

“It’s important to present yourself professionally 
via social media,” Bufkins says. “Th e benefi ts of a 
sharp and current digital presence might advance 
your career, making social media one of the most 
important business tools today.”

Bufkins is the ethics chair for the Dallas chapter of 
the Public Relations Society of America and teaches 
strategic social media at UNT. Her expertise has 
been featured in Th e Guardian, BuzzFeed, Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram and Th e Dallas Morning News and she 
can be followed on Twitter @Samjb. She off ers the 
following tips for professionals: 

Build community
• Engage with your LinkedIn connections. Send 
congrats, post content and respond to others’ posts.
• Follow the right people. Know who the infl uencers 
are in your industry and start a conversation.
• Participate in Twitter chats that feature your 

interests (for example, entrepreneurship, biochem-
istry or knitting).  
• Start blogging! Th is positions you as an expert in 
your fi eld and helps employers get to know you 
and topics that you’re passionate about. 

Be smart
• Know your audience. Always assume your 
employer or prospective employer can search 
your profi le, even if it’s private. 
• Make separate professional and personal Twitter 
accounts. 
• Ditch the selfi es, bar photos and webcam photos 
and use professional portraits instead. 

Stay current
• Update and keep up with your LinkedIn page 
after you’ve landed the job to maintain and make  
new connections.
• Read relevant blogs on sites such as Mashable 
and LinkedIn Pulse. 
• Join professional organizations, such as the Social 
Media Club, to learn tips about applying social 
media to your industry.
    — Lauren Frock

How can you use social media to advance your career?

................................................................................Ask an Expert

G
ary Payne
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To join the association or learn more, 
visit untalumni.com, email 
alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834.

M
ichael Clem

ents

Great things are on the horizon for the UNT Alumni 
Association, says Robert McInturf, the association’s new 
executive director.  McInturf joined UNT this summer after 
serving as director of alumni relations and executive director 
of the University of North Carolina Wilmington Alumni 
Association. He previously worked for his alma mater, the 
University of West Alabama, as director of alumni aff airs and 
interim director of marketing and communication.

In his new role, McInturf says he hopes to capitalize on the 
university’s growing academic reputation, entrepreneurial spirit 
and athletic success to build alumni engagement. He’s already 
planning to increase alumni programming in areas with large 
concentrations of alumni, especially the DFW area.

“Engaging alumni in the life of the university needs to be at 
the core of everything we do,” he says. “We will work to create a 
culture where our alumni and our current students under-
stand that their relationship with UNT does not end at 
commencement, it is a lifelong relationship.”

Mark Miller (’70, ’80 M.B.A.), president of the UNT 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, says McInturf ’s 
arrival is an opportunity to build momentum and growth in 
alumni membership and programs.

“Rob’s leadership qualities and professional experience in 
alumni relations made him the ideal fi t for us,” Miller says. 

Don’t forget to join other alumni at the Alumni Pavilion 
before home football games this fall and watch for details on 
alumni rallies before away games at untalumni.com. 

VIDEO GAME STUDY
Playing video games 
could lead children 
to exercise regularly, 
according to Lin Lin, 
associate professor of 
learning technologies, 
and Xiangli Gu and 
Tao Zhang, assistant 
professors of kinesiol-
ogy, health promotion 
and recreation. The re-
searchers recruited 250 
children ages 5-12 and 
surveyed their parents 
about their perceptions 
of interactive games such
as Dance Dance Revo-
lution and Wii Sports 
at the Fort Worth Mu-
seum of Science and 
History. Children were 
invited to play those 
games, and parents an-
swered questions about 
the children’s cogni-
tive functioning and
physical activity dur-
ing leisure time. They 
hope to fi nd the impact 
of the games on chil-
dren’s physical and 
cognitive well-being.

Cape Horn center

A new Cape Horn center in 
Chile will help UNT’s 
Sub-Antarctic Biocultural 
Conservation Program 
capitalize on science, tourism 
and education, due to its 
location in the southernmost 
biosphere reserve in the world 
and its planned approach to 
biocultural conservation.

Funded by the Magallanes 
Regional Council of Chile, the 
center will conduct training in 
specialized human resources 
and sustainable ecological 
practices, as well as develop 
scientifi c tourism for visitors 
and the local community. 

For 15 years, UNT’s 
program — in collaboration 
with the University of Ma-
gallanes and the Institute of 
Ecology and Biodiversity in 
Chile — has been conducting 
research, teaching and conser-
vation in the Cape Horn 
region.

Harvesting power

     UNT researchers will study 
whether the company BE-
Wind’s Evolution of Wind 
2800 wind turbine can actually 
harvest power at low wind 
speeds. Th e wind turbine is 
designed to generate up to 2.75 
kWh of electrical power every 
day, even when wind velocity is 
low. Using UNT’s Zero Energy 
Lab, researchers will monitor 
the wind turbine’s noise level, 
power production in compari-
son to rated energy output, 
lifespan and durability. 

UNT Alumni Association
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Hospitality industry guru 

has shaped more than 40 

restaurant brands, from 

national chain P.F. Chang’s 

to Dallas’ EatZi’s Market 

and Bakery.

about three hours a day reading articles on 
current trends and seeks out knowledge 
from fellow employees.

“I never had a job in a restaurant as a 
waiter, cook or bartender,” he says, “but I’ve 
spent hours and hours shadowing employ-
ees in the chains I work with.” 

Cardwell also shares his knowledge with 
hospitality students. As a founding 
member of the Board of Governors for 
UNT’s College of Merchandising, 
Hospitality and Tourism’s hospitality 
management program, he advises faculty 
on teaching and internship experiences that 
students need and helps raise funds for the 
college. And as an Executive-in-Residence 
Lecture Series speaker for the college in 
2011, he shared his professional experi-
ences with students.

“I love catching a glimpse of how 
students are working toward their careers,” 
says Cardwell, emphasizing the importance 
of getting experience in the field.  “Intern-
ships bring classes to life.”

Joyce Duesman, former senior manager 
at Pepsico Food Service, has worked with 
Cardwell as a member of the Board of 
Governors since 1997 and speaks of his 
impact on the industry as a mentor.  

“Lane has employed many who have 
gone on to become leaders in the industry 
themselves,” Duesman says. “He has helped 
others start their restaurant concepts and 
realize their dreams.”

And he’s seen the change in industry.
“If you had an idea during the ’70s and 

’80s, the barrier to entry into the industry 
was low, but today, the bar for success is 
quite high,” he says. “It’s difficult to become 
successful without brand cohesion.” 

He reminds those who want a career in 
the ever-changing restaurant industry, 
where “you can’t possibly know what the 
future will have in store” to “learn as much 
as you can.” 

ane Cardwell (’77 M.B.A.) eats meals in a 
dozen different restaurants a week, 
ordering enough food for three adults. He 
examines each establishment’s food and 
menus, décor, atmosphere and service to 
assess its distinctive identity.

“Does the outside match the inside, does 
the menu fit the inside with item selection 
and pricing, and does it all add up to be 
greater than the sum of the parts?” he asks. 

Answering those questions is part of the 
job for Cardwell, president of Cardwell 
Hospitality Advisory Inc. in Dallas, who 
has more than 35 years of experience in the 
hospitality industry. He held senior 
positions with S&A Restaurant Corp., 
which operated chains such as Steak & Ale 
and Bennigan’s, founded in the 1960s and 
’70s. More recently, he was president of P.F. 
Chang’s China Bistro and EatZi’s Market 
and Bakery, and CEO of Boston Market. 

Now, since founding his own consulting 
firm in 2013, he helps CEOs and restau-
rant management teams increase sales and 
strengthen their brands by guiding them 
through the competition and helping them 
to capitalize on industry trends. He has 
helped develop dozens of different 
restaurant concepts, such as Romano’s 
Macaroni Grill and Pei Wei. 

“Chains are expected to have a strong 
brand identity,” Cardwell says. “And if your 
franchise hasn’t done anything to address 
healthy eating, you’re a flop.” 

Cardwell, who’s also a member of the 
boards of directors for Ruby Tuesday Inc. 
and Shari’s Restaurants, says he spends  
 

by Nancy Kolsti
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Lane Cardwell 
(’77 M.B.A.)
Dallas

 
Lessons learned at UNT: 
How to think like a business 

person. And that if you aren’t 

constantly learning, then you are 

falling behind those with whom 

you compete. Find one thing you 

know more about than anyone 

else in your company. At S&A, I 

focused on what the competition 

was doing. The senior people 

turned to me and then I became 

the person for new acquisitions 

and concept development.

Industry trend:  
The rise of “fast-casual” chains — 

such as Panera Bread, Pei Wei and 

Zoe’s Kitchen, which don’t offer 

table service but promise better 

quality food and atmospheres — is 

a natural evolution. We like fast 

food for low prices, convenience 

and speed, but we like casual din-

ing for the quality and service. 

Charitable work:
I’m a member of the Life Council 

of the North Texas Food Bank and 

have served on the advisory board 

for the No Kid Hungry effort of 

Share Our Strength.

Cooking:
My cooking talents are best 

demonstrated on a grill. I have 

attended three cooking schools — 

the Culinary Institute in New York, 

and two in Mexico.

Visit northtexan.unt.edu/ 

online to read more Q&A.

A
hna H

ubnik
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President Neal Smatresk unveiled the top priorities for the 
2014-15 year, clearly outlining action items that will guide what 

the university will accomplish in its new era of accountability.

A PLAN 
for 

ACTION

On stage at the Murchison Performing Arts 
Center — a space usually reserved for UNT’s 
musical excellence — President Neal Smatresk 
heralded a new kind of excellence for UNT, 
one borne from a culture of adaptability, 
transparency and collaboration, driven by a 
creative spirit, and defi ned by a “can-do” 
attitude to get things done. 

About 750 people attended the inaugural 
State of the University Sept. 17, where 
Smatresk gave a frank assessment of UNT, 
noting highlights and challenges of the past year while outlining 
UNT’s priorities for the 2014-15 year. 

Th e audience included students, faculty, staff , leaders from 
UNT and the UNT System, community members and distin-
guished guests such as state Rep. Myra Crownover and UNT 
alumnus and Denton ISD Superintendent Jamie Wilson (’01, ’03 
M.S., ’11 Ph.D.). 

Smatresk started his address by noting UNT’s core strengths 
— its caring community and the family feel of its campus. 

“Th is is an amazing place. You are the ones who made it that 
way,” Smatresk told the audience.

Evolve the focus
During his address, Smatresk called on UNT 

community members to work together to achieve 
UNT’s priorities. To ensure accountability, he 
defi ned metrics such as retention and graduation 
rates, program rankings, and fundraising and 
research funding — all important data that 
UNT will use to measure its progress as an insti-
tution and its impact on students. Lastly, he 
outlined how UNT will evolve its focus through-
out the next three years to show continued 

progress as it works toward national prominence.
“Our to-do list is ambitious and most of the priorities are 

multi-year tasks, but it’s time to take UNT to the next level,” says 
Smatresk, who spent his fi rst months in offi  ce working through 
some of UNT’s toughest challenges, including fi scal problems 
that resulted in a budget that needed shoring up.  “We must focus 
on what’s best for UNT, our students and our mission. If we 
deliver on our promise, we’ll move our university forward while 
serving our communities, driving economic development and 
providing a strong, educated workforce for the region and state.”

In 2014-15, UNT will continue to improve operations and 
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President Neal Smatresk, UNT’s 16th president, delivered his inaugural State of the University address Sept. 17 to 750 attendees 
at UNT’s Murchison Performing Arts Center.

effi  ciency, increase revenue and build stronger academic support 
systems. Smatresk says this also must be the year that UNT 
re-invents its campus community to break down silos and create 
a “can-do” culture for each other, students and the communities 
UNT serves. In 2015-16, the university will better align its 
academic programs with its mission and vision. And, in 2016-17, 
UNT will more clearly identify its unique attributes to shape a 
stronger, more authentic identity and further work toward 
achieving national prominence. Smatresk says the university 
will make progress in all areas beginning now.

Among the many VIP attendees at the event, Crownover says 
she is excited about Smatresk’s vision for the university.

“I’ve seen many times how UNT changes and improves 
lives, one student at a time,” Crownover says. “It’s exciting to 
look forward to see how UNT will continue to make these 
kinds of impacts for the future.”

Alumna Gayle Strange (’67), former chair of the UNT 
System Board of Regents, also says she is inspired about the 
future of UNT. 

“I share the president’s vision,” Strange says. “UNT has a 
rich history and I want to see it reach Tier One status and build 
on its many outstanding achievements, from academic success 
and athletic success to the university’s success in the arts 
and music.”

To keep the university on track, Smatresk assigned three 
implementation teams that will be accountable for delivering on 
the university’s goals. Th e Operations and Infrastructure 

Implementation Team will be led by Bob Brown, vice president 
for fi nance and administration; the Academic Implementation 
Team will be co-led by Warren Burggren, provost and vice 
president for academic aff airs, and Elizabeth With, vice 
president for student aff airs; and the Research Implementation 
Team will be led by Tom McCoy, vice president for research 
and economic development. 

Burggren says UNT already is working to improve the 
academic experience by emphasizing excellence in the 
classroom and world-class scholarship and research. Having 
this implementation team will provide more focus and 
accountability, he says.

“We’ve made promises to students that we’ll give them a 
great education and help them graduate in a timely manner with 
the skills and knowledge to help them go far in work and life,” 
Burggren says. “All of us in academic aff airs will focus on deliver-
ing on those promises.” 

G
ary Payne

We will find a path to national prominence. 
We will find a path to Tier One. 

And we are going to do it by working together.
— President Neal Smatresk
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From left: UNT President Neal Smatresk talks with students and other guests at a reception after his inaugural 
State of the University Sept. 17; and brainstorms ideas to advance the university with UNT and external community 
representatives at the Planning Implementation Workshop, with the theme of Better Together, hosted in August.

New ideas and solutions
Rooted in the action plan is a call for the university to 

improve that started when Smatresk gathered 120 UNT and 
external community representatives in August to brainstorm 
new ideas and solutions in his fi rst Planning Implementation 
Workshop at UNT. 

He gave the participating students, faculty, staff , alumni and 
community members one overarching message, “Th e way things 
were won’t work anymore. UNT must change, adapt and grow 
in order to survive and evolve.”

Th e workshop participants dug deep, frankly assessing 
UNT’s challenges. Many called for UNT to strengthen its 
processes, break down silos, make a stronger connection 
between teaching and research, and better engage alumni. Th ey 
also saw many opportunities to build on UNT’s strengths as a 
creative, aff ordable, accessible, diverse university where there is 
“quality without elitism.” 

Music education and vocal performance junior Troy Elliott, 
who serves as Student Government Association president, 
says that participating in the workshop gave him a sense 
of community.

“Even if not all of the goals come to fruition, we’ve created a 
greater sense of community on campus,” he says. “And our 
leadership has a better idea of how their plans and decisions 
aff ect all of us.”

  

Force of transformation
As part of this year’s focus on operations and infrastructure, 

UNT is conducting a top-down and bottom-up review to 
overcome its fi scal hurdles and continue its fi nancial transforma-
tion. Th e planning started with building a sound, conservative 
budget for Fiscal Year 2015, while balancing UNT’s revenue 
and expenditures, continuing to fund its debts and liabilities, 
and starting to rebuild the university’s savings. With a sound 
budget in place, UNT will focus on making new strategic 
investments and improving operations and infrastructure, while 
using its resources more eff ectively and creating a higher level 
of accountability. 

“In improving our budget, operations and infrastructure, 
we’re making sure that UNT has the resources it needs to 
provide students with a quality education and a quality learning 
environment,” Brown says. 

With agrees. She says student success depends not only on 
how good the academic environment is, but also on how strong 
the support system is for students. 

“We’re focused on creating a strong culture of success that 
starts the minute students step foot on our campus, continues 
through graduation and keeps them connected to UNT as 
alumni,” With says.  

Fall 2014 enrollment fi gures show that UNT is making 
progress in helping students succeed. Enrollment is strong, 
with a 16 percent increase in the College of Engineering and 
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As members of the UNT community — alumni, friends, students, 

faculty and staff  — you have a role to play in helping UNT transform 

itself into a nationally prominent university. President Smatresk invites 

you to share your thoughts on three key questions: 

• What is your greatest dream for UNT? 

• What does the world want from UNT? 

• What are UNT’s unique attributes and market niche? 

Share your ideas to provide a true picture of how UNT is perceived and 

how the university can be more valuable to the North Texas region and 

state. This will help UNT best plan its action steps toward progress.

There are three ways to share your thoughts:

• Visit president.unt.edu/planning-implementation 

• Tweet using the following hashtags: #UNTDreams, 

  #UNTExpectations or #UNTIdentity 

• Email president@unt.edu with “UNT Dreams,” 

 “UNT Expectations” or “UNT Identity” in the subject line

Dreams for UNT
Watch the Dreams for UNT video at northtexan.unt.edu/online 
that premiered at the inaugural State of the University in which 
members of the UNT community, including alum and sculptor 
Jesús Moroles (’78), talk about how UNT changes lives and 
share their aspirations for UNT.

a 9 percent increase in the Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of 
Journalism. And retention is up, with increases in the number 
of continuing students and students enrolling full time. UNT’s 
Eagle Express Tuition Plan got a jumpstart in its fi rst year, with 
4,700 students — including half of the freshman class — opt-
ing into the plan and committing to graduate in four years.  

McCoy attributes UNT’s strong retention and enrollment 
partly to UNT’s role as a growing research institution.

“Faculty at research institutions are much better teachers 
because they provide students with cutting-edge knowledge 
and experiences, and they share their creativity. It’s a great 
benefi t to students’ educational experience,” he says. “Having a 
strong research enterprise enables faculty to give students the 
critical skills they need to be successful in the job market.”  

UNT’s mission and progress are based on value — what the 
world expects from UNT and how well the university aligns 
our actions, operations and initiatives to those expectations, 
Smatresk says. Th e action plan is the bridge between expecta-
tions and the university’s outcomes. 

“We create value in many ways — from solving problems to 
providing a strong, educated workforce to help industry and 
the economy thrive,” Smatresk says. 

“But our most important and potent mission as a public 
university is to be a force of transformation. We don’t just 
change the lives of our students. We change the lives of 
everyone around them.”  

Share your 
DREAMS AND 

EXPECTATIONS 
for UNT

M
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 Muse UNT’s new 
artist-in-
residence
Page 22

BREAKING THE 
BATON BARRIER

 Music alumna made her 
conducting debut as an undergraduate and received 

the highest award given in the First National 
Competition for Conductors in Queretaro, Mexico.

Read more about Díaz-Alatriste 
at northtexan.unt.edu/baton-barrier.

Courtesy of G
abriela D

íaz-Alatriste 

GABRIELA DÍ AZ-ALATRISTE (’93, ’96 M.M.)
knows how to take charge — as the fi rst female conductor of a 
professional orchestra in Mexico, she’s excelling in an arena 
where women are rare. She began as conductor for the National 
Polytechnic Institute Symphony Orchestra and now is assistant 
conductor of the Estado de Mexico Symphony Orchestra, often 
touted as the best orchestra in that country. 

Díaz-Alatriste says UNT faculty like Anshel Brusilow 
helped give her the confi dence to grow her talents.

“I tried to take the opportunity to do everything as best as I 
could as a student,” she says. “To any younger woman who wants 
to become a conductor, I always say she should go for it.” 
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Upcoming 
 Events

 
Books

Civil War leader
Richard 
Lowe, 
Regents 
Professor 
of history, 
annotated 

the previously unpublished 
manuscript of a Civil War 
military leader in Greyhound 
Commander: Confederate 
General John G. Walker’s His-
tory of the Civil War West of 
the Mississippi (LSU Press).   
 Walker’s troops played a 

major role in the war and 
also were the subject of 
Lowe’s 2004 Walker’s Texas 
Division, C.S.A.: Greyhounds 
of the Trans-Mississippi, 
which won the Jefferson 
Davis Book Award.

“When I learned more 
about him, Walker became 
increasingly interesting,” 
Lowe says. “Before he as-
sumed command of the 
Texas Division, he had fought 
in the bloodiest single day of 
the war as a young general at 
Antietam and had per-
formed at a very high level.”

Locke’s influence 
In Locke, 
Science and 
Politics 
(Cambridge 
University 
Press), 

Steven Forde, political 
science professor, explores 

The College of Music Gala: 
A Symphonic Celebration of 
Popular Song Oct. 12 will feature 
the UNT Symphony Orchestra, 
classical saxophonist Eugene 
Rousseau and trombonist Tom 

“Bones” Malone (’69). The concert begins at 4 p.m. with a dinner to 
follow. Tickets are $100 per person. To purchase, call 940-369-8417. 
Tickets for the concert only are $25 and free to UNT students. Join in 
celebrating our veterans at Brass Band: A Salute to American Veterans 
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 10. Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors, stu-
dents, UNT faculty/staff/retirees and groups of 10 or more, and free 
to UNT students. The One O’Clock Lab Band’s 54th annual fall concert 
at 8 p.m. Nov. 25 will feature trumpeter Chuck Findley. Tickets are $15 
for adults and $10 for seniors, students, alumni, children and UNT 
faculty/staff/retirees. The concerts are at Winspear Performance Hall 
in the Murchison Performing Arts Center. Purchase tickets and learn 
more at theMPAC.com.

IAA Fellows Celebrating Five Years of Achievement will feature artwork 
from faculty members who received semester-long fellowships from 
UNT’s Institute for the Advancement of the Arts to concentrate on their 
art. The exhibition runs Oct. 13-Nov. 5 at UNT on the Square, with a 
reception 5:30-7:30 p.m. Oct. 20. The works of artists in the College 
of Visual Arts and Design will be on display at the 2014 Annual Faculty 
and Staff Exhibition Nov. 6-Dec. 6 at the UNT Art Gallery and Dec. 
5-Jan. 15 at UNT on the Square. The reception runs 5-8 p.m. Dec. 4 at 
both venues. At Everything UNT (on the Square) — An Artsy Pop-up 
Store Nov. 8 at UNT on the Square, students, faculty and alumni will 
sell artwork, CDs and other items in time for the holiday season.

The Department of Dance and Theatre will present Bent at 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 30-31, Nov. 1, 6-8 and 2 p.m. Nov. 2 and 9 at the University 
Theatre, RTFP Building. Tickets are $7.50 for students, faculty, staff 
and seniors and $10 for adults. The New Choreographers Concert,  
featuring advanced choreography students, will take place at 8 p.m. 
Nov. 21-22 and 2 p.m. Nov. 23 at the University Theatre, RTFP Building. 
Tickets are $5. Learn more at danceandtheatre.unt.edu. 

Visit calendar.unt.edu for more upcoming events. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

how the philosophy of John 
Locke, which served as the 
basis for American government 
and society and the Declaration 
of Independence, was shaped 
by modern science. Issues 
include whether individuals 
have duties to society as well as 
rights, whether a god is needed 
to support morality and what 
type of education is appropriate 
for citizens living in societies.

“Locke’s philosophy is 
supremely important for 
understanding the society we 
live in,” says Forde, who received 
a National Endowment for the 
Humanities grant for the 
project. 

Mayborn’s best
George 
Getschow, 
principal 
lecturer of 
journalism and 
writer-in-res-

idence and director of UNT’s 
Mayborn Literary Nonfiction 
Conference, edited The Best 
American Newspaper Narratives 
of 2012 (UNT Press). The 
new book is a compilation of 
the conference’s writing contest 
winners, 10 narrative nonfic-
tion articles published by the 
nation’s dailies in 2012.

Subjects include a swimming 
pool salesman’s dying career, a 
reporter’s delivery of a prema-
ture daughter and a teenager’s 
journey from poverty to college. 

“This collection is like a 
searchlight in the dark, illumi-
nating the great mysteries and 
conundrums of the human 
condition,” Getschow says. 
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 Muse
“UNT provided a place for 

my technical and artistic train-
ing under some very talented 
teachers,” she says. 

Music

Monster tour 

 

This August, Erskine 
Hawkins III (’10) joined rap 
artist Eminem and pop singer 
Rihanna as the lead pianist 
for “The Monster Tour,” a 
three-city series of concerts 
that kicked off at the Rose 
Bowl Stadium in California, 
with stops at New York City’s 
MetLife Stadium and Detroit’s 
Comerica Park. 

The tour was a first for the 
multiple Grammy-winning 
musicians, who previously 
collaborated on the songs “Love 
the Way You Lie” and “The 
Monster.” 

Having played on three 
earlier tours with Eminem, 
Hawkins says the College of 
Music’s classical and jazz train-
ing prepared him well. Learn-
ing songs and improvising  
“came naturally because I was 
used to doing it for UNT’s jazz 
school,” he says. “It doesn’t get 
much harder than that.”

Read more about Hawkins at 
northtexan.unt.edu/monster-tour.

off Broadway at the New York 
Musical Theatre Festival this 
summer. The couple wrote the 
show, with Olivia Emile acting 
and Patrick Emile composing 
the music and lyrics. 

The musical tells the story 
of a magician who is trying 
to make a comeback after 
his assistant was accidentally 
killed onstage during a trick.
The show was workshopped at 
Nouveau 47 Theatre in Dallas 
and Western Kentucky Uni-
versity. Olivia Emile hopes to 
continue developing the show 
for other theatres to produce.

 
Dance and Theatre

Musical pair

Alumni husband and wife 
team Olivia Emile (’03), who 
studied dance and theatre, and 
Patrick Emile, who studied mu-
sic composition, saw their mu-
sical As We Lie Still performed 
 

International gig
 

 
   French horn player Jessica 
Young (’14) will perform opera, 
ballet and symphonic concerts 
with the Sarajevo Philharmon-
ic in Bosnia — a spot she won 
through the International 
Cultural Exchange Program.

Young, who graduated with 
majors in music performance 
and music theory, learned 
about the program from 
Regents Professor of music 
William Scharnberg. Young 
says it’s difficult to find a job or 
even get an audition without 
the experience of playing in an 
orchestra full-time. She’s look-
ing forward to living in Bosnia.

“To leave the academic 
setting of the music world I’m 
used to, and to venture into a 
country that knows more daily 
struggles than America, I hope 
will influence how I go about 
making music,” she says.

Guitar man
When Pasco Rowe (’04) 

was teaching guitar, one of his 
students had trouble figuring 
out which guitar chords went 
together. So Rowe invented 
Chord Dice, which helps musi-
cians come up with key chord 
progressions with the roll of 
the dice. The English major, 
who started playing as a child, 
received a patent in 2006 for 
the device.

Literary guidance
One of the literary 

world’s most acclaimed 
writers will serve as the 
2014-15 artist-in-resi-
dence for UNT’s 
Institute for the Advance-
ment of the Arts. 

Aleksandar Hemon, 
whose 2008 novel The 

Lazarus Project was a finalist for the National Book Critics’ 
Circle Award and National Book Award, will visit the campus 
five times during the academic year. He will work with creative 
writing students, give lectures and use UNT’s resources to 
complete his own work.

In the spring semester, the institute plans to host a UNT on 
the Square exhibition of the photographs taken by Velibor 
Božović that were featured in The Lazarus Project. 

Hemon is a native of Bosnia and Herzegovina who lives in 
Chicago. He has received the MacArthur “Genius Award” and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship.

“He has an outlook and personality that lend themselves well 
to a university community,” says Herbert Holl, director of 
UNT’s Institute for the Advancement of the Arts.  

Hemon adds, “Every writer looks for readers. I like talking to 
people, testing my ideas and having my ideas challenged.”

Jerem
y Sm

all
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The assignment: take portraits on a view camera.

Jonathan A. Molina-Garcia (’14) ran away with the 

idea, creating a documentary photography project 

depicting labor workers in West Texas. The project 

helped him win the Jack Kent Cooke Graduate Arts 

Award — worth up to $150,000. 

 “Going into graduate school with that kind of vali-

dation really means a lot,” he says. 

The project took shape in the studio arts class of 

Pavel Romaniko, assistant professor of studio arts. 

Molina-Garcia fi rst photographed his brother Elmer, a 

roofer. He then shot his parents, who work as house-

painters in Odessa. His father is from Mexico and his 

mother is from El Salvador, so the project allowed him 

to look at the notions of identity in the United States.       

He used a 15-pound large-format camera instead of a 

quicker digital camera.

“I wanted something that really forced me to be meditative about the work that I was doing,” he says.

Molina-Garcia plans to attend the California Institute of the Arts in Valencia, Calif. Inspired by his UNT mentors, he would like to teach at the college 

level while continuing his photographic endeavors.

 “When I think back about my time at UNT, I think of everything in context: the semester in which I paired a sculpture class and one of my senior-level 

photography classes; the semester I took a class on colonial Mexican art and a class on experimental fi lm; the time that was spent talking to my group 

of artist friends, discussing our ambitions, our complaints, failures and successes,” he says. “At a certain point, you stop seeing yourself as an outsider 

to the community and you are entrenched in an environment that wants to unconditionally support your ideas.”

 “If I could whisper back at 
that 8-year-old, I’d say, ‘Keep 
doing what you’re doing. Don’t 
give up.’  I try to do that in my 
teaching as well. You keep doing 
something long enough, eventu-
ally good things do happen.”

Television and Film

Winning fi lm

Th e Mean Green football 
team’s winning 2013-14 season 
led to another victory — this 

   Unique vision 

Jonathan A. Molina-Garcia (’14) captured a photograph, right, of his brother Elmer, 
a roofer, pictured right, with his co-worker as part of a documentary photography 
project that began at UNT.

time, for Ashton Campbell 
(’03), executive producer of the 
Fox Sports Southwest series 
Beyond the Green.

Th e series, which took a 
behind-the-scenes look at 
the team and its season, was 
a fi nalist for the Outstanding 
Program Series award from 
the Sports Video Group and 
the National Association of 
Collegiate Directors of Athlet-
ics. An episode about defensive 
end Brandon “Sarge” McCoy 
(’13) received the Outstanding 
Feature award.

 “Th e really fun thing about 
doing the series was being 
able to cover my school,” says 
Campbell, who majored in 
radio, television and fi lm. “Th at 

was a really unique part of it 
— to be able to watch the team 
that I love.”

Watch the series, which 
Campbell is continuing for the 
2014 season, at northtexan.unt.
edu/beyond-green. 

Visual Arts

Uncommon threads

Amie Adelman, associate 
professor of fi bers, has had 
quite the year. She traveled 

to Iceland on a grant. She had 
a solo exhibition at Mountain 
View College in Dallas. And her 
piece “Converge” went on display 
at a yearlong exhibition at the 
Hartfi eld-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport.

For the 72- x 42-inch work, 
Adelman used a variety of col-
ored thread that comes together 
at the top like a runway. Subtle 
shifts in color create patterns 
within the piece. 

“It is a simple piece, but as the 
threads overlap one another, the 
work becomes visually complex,” 
she says.

 Find pictures and learn more 
about Adelman at northtexan.unt.
edu/uncommon-threads. 

Jonathan M
olina-G

arcia

Ahna H
ubnik
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by J DL

UNT alumni are part of movement to provide locally produced 
fresh food and create healthier communities. 
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yan Crocker (’06) and Christina Treviño (’06) went on a UNT Study Abroad trip to Mexico 
that changed their lives — and put them in the midst of one of the leading food movements in 
the U.S. today.

Crocker and Treviño, who were students in the College of Public Affairs and Community Service, were 
assigned to a rural mountain village in the state of Jalisco, where they installed roofs and wired homes with 
electricity for the impoverished residents. Crocker ate the same food every day — chicken soup, corn 
tortillas, cheese, guava and lime. But he noticed something about the meals. 

“I never had better corn tortillas in my life,” he says. “Everything was produced right there by the family. I 
just realized there is a lot of richness to that way of life you can’t measure by income.”

The couple, who met during the program and got married shortly afterward, wanted to bring those fresh 
ingredients to others. They now farm and run Earthwise Gardens and Produce, a shop in Denton that offers 
seasonally grown produce and hosts a variety of food events for the community. 

They’re two of many alumni who are leaders in the growing farm-to-table movement, which emphasizes 
fresh food and sustainable farming. Local and regional foods accounted for $7 billion in sales in 2013, 
according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

These alumni, who come from a wide variety of UNT disciplines, are working to bring locally grown 
farm products and natural ingredients to restaurants, school cafeterias and grocery stores. And they’re 
creating stronger, healthier communities in doing so.

UNT, which ranks among the world’s most sustainable campuses in the GreenMetric Ranking of World 
Universities and is listed in The Princeton Review’s Guide to Green Colleges, is in on the act as well. The 
Mean Greens dining hall serves 100 percent vegan food. Dining Services uses only organic eggs and works 
with a local vendor, Ben E. Keith, which provides food deliveries through a state-of-the-art truck with 
next-generation engines and nitrogen-filled tires that decrease needed deliveries and lower fuel usage. 
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Classes at UNT, including Philosophy of Food, 
taught by David Kaplan, associate professor of 
philosophy, stress the importance of sustainability. 

The public now understands better how food is 
made, often with the use of pesticides and preserva-
tives, and is craving better ingredients, Kaplan says. 

“Every time I go to the Mean Greens vegan café, 
it’s always full. The word is out,” he says. “I don’t think 
people had this awareness 20 years ago.” 

Community-supported agriculture
Crocker and Treviño are happy to share this way 

of life with others. 
 “It’s a completely different way of eating — instead 

of eating out of the can, we encourage our customers 
to eat fresh produce — vegetables some have never 
heard of,” Crocker says. “Our customers are delighted 
to discover that they enjoy new vegetables or new ways of 
preparing food that they weren’t accustomed to.”

While the trip to Mexico inspired Crocker and Treviño to 
look into farming, they faced a big challenge. Neither had 
farmed before.

 “The closest experience I had was cutting grass and potting 
plants,” Crocker says.

After they graduated, they lived in England from 2007 to 
2009 while Treviño worked as a social worker and Crocker 
raised their son. They grew strawberries, onions, tomatoes and 
radishes in their garden, used horse manure 
from the paddocks for fertilizer and collected 
rainwater. 

Then they lived and worked on a garlic farm 
in New Mexico, where they learned tradi-
tional farming techniques such as plowing 
with donkeys, rotating crops and watering 
with flood irrigation — low-impact, chemical-
free farming that taught them the value of 
healthy soil and ecosystems and community food markets.

They put down roots in Denton in 2011 with a vision to 
engage the community through nutritious, wholesome food. 
They began their business by growing vegetables on a quarter-
acre vacant lot and selling the produce from their carport and at 
the weekly Denton Community Market. 

Now, after recently merging their farm and community-
supported agriculture program with Johnson’s Backyard 
Garden, the leading Texas CSA program, they are helping to 
expand the urban farm movement in Denton. CSA is a 

cooperative business model in which farmers sell directly to the 
consumer. As a CSA provider, they sell weekly shares of fresh 
produce and other products to subscribing members as well as 
the general public.

Together with a team of helpers, Crocker and Treviño grow 
and sell high-quality organic crops such as lettuce, greens, 
tomatoes, sweet peas, peppers and cantaloupes, and regionally 
produced items such as honey, pear butter, cheese, pickled beets 
and free-range meats. They boast a base of loyal customers with 
the CSA and their storefront business near downtown Denton.

 “We just want to focus on the quality of the whole food that 
we provide,” Crocker says. 
“It’s the best way to eat.”

Sustainable farming
Denton has another farm, 

Cardo’s Farm Project, 
established and run by 
UNT alumni. And Rachel 
Weaver (’12, ’14 M.A.) takes 

part in every step of the farming process.
She plants the vegetables and watches them take root — 

which can result in an agonizingly long wait when it looks like 
they’re wilting. 

“Please make it!” she tells them.
Then she sees the vegetables grown and sold to visitors. 
“I feel happy for the people who will eat them,” she says.
Cardo’s was co-founded in 2011 by Amanda Austin (’10), a 

drawing and painting major, and Daniel Moon, using some 
land in Ponder leased to them by Rick “Cardo” Orndoff. They 

Miguel Villarreal (’82)

The farm-to-table concept is to  
reconnect, to know where food  
is coming from so you can make  
an informed decision about what  
you’re putting in your body. And to  
‘connect’ to the larger community.
 — David Eagle (’93 M.B.A.)
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moved their operation to Denton a year later, where 
their four-acre plot of land is used to grow more 
than 40 kinds of vegetables — all without the use 
of chemicals — and raise chickens for eggs.  

Cardo’s also farms and donates the produce from 
an acre and a half of land at Shiloh Field Commu-
nity Garden in northeast Denton, the 18 acres that 
a recent Dallas Morning News article cites as the 
largest community garden in the U.S. The garden 
helps feed those living in poverty in Denton County. 

Cardo’s food is sold at a monthly open house and the 
Denton Community Market, as well as through CSA boxes. 
The farm offers school tours and a summer workshop and is 
open to the public once a month.

Weaver began as a volunteer, helping to harvest vegetables 
and do other field work when she was studying for her 
environmental philosophy degree at UNT.

Through her classes in environmental ethics, sustainability, 
water issues and philosophy of food — as well as a three-
week Study Abroad Sub-Antarctic Biocultural Conservation 
Program in Chile — she took part in discussions and was 
inspired to apply the courses’ teachings to her life. She now 
serves as a paid lead intern at Cardo’s, where she supervises 
the fields and other interns. 

 “I want to be out there doing something,” she says. “UNT 
helped me connect it all.”

Culture of wellness
Many kids dream of being a fireman or astronaut. Miguel 

Villarreal (’82) planned to be a nutritionist.

“I wanted to teach others about eating well,” he says.
Villarreal faithfully watched fitness guru Jack LaLanne on 

TV, inspiring him to study nutrition at UNT. After graduat-
ing, he worked as a food service supervisor and director in  
the Dallas, Victoria and Plano school districts, at a time 
when he says schools were more concerned with budgets 
than nutrition. 

In 2002, on the second day of his job for the Novato 
Unified School District in Marin County, Calif., a dietician 
told him 35 percent of the students were overweight.

He looked at the menus — sodas, juice, supersize chips 
and cookies that were “the size of a platter” — and thought, 
“We have got some work to do here.” He got rid of the sodas, 
making up for the $70,000 loss of sales per year by increasing 
breakfast sales. He bought local, organic produce from the 
farmers in Marin County. He took out 400 pounds of sugar a 
day from the menu. He eventually eliminated beef products, 
which had been recalled eight times during his tenure.

When students enter the cafeteria, they are greeted with a 
salad bar featuring carrots, jicama, bell peppers and other 
vegetables. For Meatless Mondays, students can eat veggie 

David Eagle (’93 M.B.A.)

Rachel Weaver (’12, ’14 M.A.) and  
Amanda Austin (’10)

G
ary Payne
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burgers, burritos and sunbutter sandwiches, in which sunflow-
er seeds are made into butter — an alternative for students 
with peanut allergies. Students also can choose from items such 
as quesadillas, sandwiches, pasta and rice bowls. 

The changes didn’t come without resistance. The students 
weren’t easily impressed, so he spoke to them and showed 
them YouTube videos about eating healthy. Mobile food 
vendors began selling their products outside the schools, so he 
helped push a city policy that made it illegal for them to sell 
within 1,500 feet of schools. 

Now he’s lauded as a “hero” on Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolu-
tion website and he’s making presentations about his district’s 
success. The district even has a gleaning program in which 
families can pick unharvested produce at a private farm.

Villarreal tries to connect his efforts to the three C’s — the 
cafeteria, classroom and community. 

“This is what it takes,” he says. “If we’re going to change the 
culture of wellness, there’s got to be education and resources.” 

Healthy and tasty 
Caleb Simpson (’02) became a vegetarian overnight.
A meat-and-potatoes guy, Simpson and his future wife, 

Kristy (’07), a sociology major, spent a weekend in Austin with 
her sister, Kaye Herbert, and her husband, Chris Herbert, who 
ate a raw vegan diet. 

“It was an eye-opening experience,” says Simpson, a market-
ing major.

After changing his diet, he lost 10 pounds of excess fat in 
about two weeks, saw his afternoon crash disappear and found 
his energy and athletic performance increase. An avid runner 
and rock climber, he began making his own energy bars since 
he found similar products didn’t use organic ingredients. Three 
years later, he and Chris Herbert created the Bearded Brothers 
energy bars that are now sold at Whole Foods, Central Market, 
Natural Grocers, REI and other locations in the Southwest. 

Simpson and Herbert make the bars in their own commer-
cial kitchen. The process is intense. They produce thousands of 
bars — mixing all the ingredients during the day, letting them 
dehydrate overnight in food dehydrators at 115 degrees and 
then packaging them the next day. Simpson first made the bars 
in Denton before moving to Austin.

He also creates selling strategies, drawing from the market-
ing classes — including one by professor Gopala Ganesh 
— that he took at UNT. 

Flavors include blueberry vanilla, with almonds, dates, 
blueberries, vanilla brown rice protein and chia seeds, and maca 

chocolate, with Mexican cocoa, dates, almonds and maca 
powder. A label encourages patrons to “congratulate yourself, 
high five a stranger and keep smiling all day.”

“You’re getting a cleaner burning fuel,” Simpson says. “It’s 
more filling and a better source of energy. We want people to 
know eating healthy is good for you and it can taste good.” 

Alchemy of cheese
David Eagle’s (’93 M.B.A.) transformation from lawyer to 

cheese maker began on his overseas travels. 
“Every time I came back from Europe,” he says, “I looked at 

what we eat here in this country and shook my head in disgust.”
Eagle, an amateur chef and foodie, wanted to eat fresh, locally 

grown food, not processed. And he especially loved the nuances 
of cheese. So he took a cheese-making workshop in Vermont in 
2009 and now runs Eagle Mountain Farmhouse Cheese in 
Granbury. His products are sold at Central Market and 
featured on the menus of many Texas restaurants. 

 “When you make cheese, it’s like alchemy,” he says. “You’re 
amazed it works every time. You go, ‘Wow!’” 

He made his first commercial batch in January 2010, and by 
that spring, he sold his first cheese. It was a mild buttery 
Gouda-style cheese called Granbury Gold. Scardello, a cheese 
shop in Dallas, agreed to sell it. He stopped practicing law that 
year to devote time to cheese making. 

Eagle, whose parents, Robert Eagle and Danine Simms, met 
at North Texas in 1951, says he uses the economics, finance 
and statistics lessons he learned while in college to run and 
grow his business. 

“Everything you do in your life builds up for what you do 
later,” he says. 

He’s one of only 25 cheese makers in the state, and he prides 
himself that his cheese is made and sold locally. And that he’s 
contributing to the local food movement that includes farmers, 
artisan bakers and chefs.

“The farm-to-table concept is to reconnect, to know where 
food is coming from so you can make an informed decision 
about what you’re putting in your body,” he says. “And to 
‘connect’ to the larger community.” 

        — Julie West contributed to this story

Photography by Angilee Wilkerson. Read her  
“behind the scenes” take on why this photo  
assignment was especially close to her heart  
at northtexan.unt.edu/online.
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ONLINE EXCLUSIVE:
Learn how a UNT experience  

inspired Andrew Miller (’11, ’14 M.S.)  
and Thomas Wild (’10) to start Compost 
Denton, a business that gathers organic 
waste and offers back compost to urban  
farms and community gardens. Also,  
get details about upcoming Texas  
community and farmers markets at  
northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

Ryan Crocker (’06) and his wife,  
Christina Treviño (’06), run Earthwise 

Gardens and Produce in Denton.

Chris Herbert and  
Caleb Simpson (’02)  
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Football season is here. And the Mean Green — the 2014 
Heart of Dallas Bowl champions — are competing in another 
exciting season in Conference USA in hopes of clinching a 
second consecutive bowl victory. Led by head coach Dan McCar-
ney in their second C-USA season, the Mean Green are the team 
to watch, with players who are talented athletes and students. 

Join the team this fall to show your green pride at home 
games in Apogee Stadium and at away games around the state 
and country. And don’t forget to join the campus community 
Nov. 8 for Homecoming festivities, celebrating this year’s 
theme, “Mean Green Circus, the Greatest Homecoming on 
Earth,” and the game against Florida Atlantic (see inside back 
cover for details). 
 
 

Entering their second season in  
Conference USA, the Mean Green are 

vying for another bowl win.

Building on momentum

M
ic

ha
el

  C
le

m
en

ts

The Mean Green beat SMU, 43-6, in the Sept. 6 home opener at Apogee Stadium.

Buy tickets and keep track of Mean 
Green wins and highlights at  

meangreensports.com. 
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Conference scholars

Three Mean Green student-athletes 
received Conference-USA Scholar Athlete 
of the Year honors, bestowed on the top 
student-athletes in a conference-sponsored 
sport. Honored were tennis player 
Franziska Sprinkmeyer (’14), who 
graduated summa cum laude with a 
psychology major and Spanish minor; 
track and field star Tom Kalisky, a senior 
engineering major; and swimmer Krista 
Rossum, a senior biochemistry major.

Also, the UNT women’s swim team 
received the College Swimming Coaches 
Association of America’s Spring Scholar 
All-America Team Award for having one 
of the top GPAs in the nation in 2014 
Division I women’s swimming and diving.

Cheer at away games

Come out and help fill the stands at away 
games this football season to show support 
for the Mean Green. And arrive early to 
participate in tailgating festivities for alumni 
and students. Our 237,000 alumni in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area can help alumni 
across the state rally the Mean Green to 
victories when the team plays Rice in Hous-
ton Oct. 25, UTEP in El Paso Nov. 15 and 
UTSA in San Antonio Nov. 29. 

The more green in the stands during these 
games, the more our rivals and the television 
audience will see the Mean Green Nation has 
strength on the field and strength in numbers.

Learn more about pregame and gameday 
festivities and events at northtexasgameday.com 
and untalumni.com.  

Mean Green Football 
games ahead

Oct. 4: at Indiana

Oct. 11: at UAB, televised

Oct. 18: vs. Southern Miss, televised

Oct. 25: at Rice, televised

Nov. 8: vs. Florida Atlantic, Homecoming, 
televised 

Nov. 15: at UTEP, televised 

Nov. 22: vs. Florida International, 
televised  

Nov. 29: at UTSA, televised 

Breakout star
Tough, tenacious, relentless — and fast. 

Senior linebacker and kinesiology major Derek 

Akunne was one of the reasons the Mean Green 

football team had the highest GPA in Conference 

USA last fall and a 9-4 record. 

Akunne’s passion for the game, incredible 

character and standout work ethic on and off 

the field landed him in Athlon Sports and Phil 

Steele’s College Football Preview magazines  

as a preseason all-conference first team  

linebacker this year. In 2013, he was an honor-

able mention all-conference linebacker and 

finished the season tied for second on the team 

with 90 tackles. 

Akunne is hoping to build on the momentum 

from last year’s wins, capped off with the emo-

tional 2014 Heart of Dallas Bowl victory. 

“We know the past, and we want to keep 

improving,” he says.

Read more about Akunne and why he chose 

UNT at northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

Senior linebacker Derek Akunne and the Mean Green football team work to continue their success from 
last year’s 9-4 season — the most wins since 2003.

G
ary Payne
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Ima Jean Sanders was just 13 when she left her home in Warner 
Robins, Ga., in 1974 and never made it back. Skeletal remains 
found two years later in a wooded area in nearby Peach County, 
while thought to be hers, could not be identified. 

But nearly 40 years later in 2011, FBI program manager John 
E.B. “JEB” Stewart (’88 M.S., ’96 Ph.D.), employing advances in 
forensic science and the national missing persons DNA database, 
matched the DNA profile from the remains with those of Ima 
Jean’s mother and sister. A serial killer who claimed to have 
murdered more than 30 people was linked to her stolen life. 

Stewart, who has been with the FBI in Quantico, Va., for 18 
years, initiated the database program in 2000 and has helped law 
enforcement agencies nationwide by providing investigative leads 
for missing person cases. He also is an expert in mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA), which is maternally inherited.

“Using mtDNA and nuclear DNA, we were able to provide the 
information needed for a medical examiner to identify Ima Jean’s 
remains and close that case,” Stewart says.

From Texas to the Middle East, alumni like Stewart, armed with 
their UNT educations, are leaders in the forensics field, matching 
DNA samples to criminals and missing persons, investigating crime 
scenes, training lab technicians and teaching the next generation of 
forensic scientists.  

Alumni use their scientific training 

to unravel mysteries of the past and 

help solve crimes.

by Leslie Minton

Forensic  
  Science

Prepared mind
In addition to the science education UNT provides at all 

levels, the university offers a forensic science undergraduate 
program — one of only two such accredited programs in Texas. 
Launched in 2005, the program brings together a number of 
scientific fields with the goal of gathering information and 
piecing together stories to solve crimes and answer questions.

Students in the program have access to cutting-edge labora-
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From left, 
Douglas Hares (’91, ’98 Ph.D.) and 

John E.B. “JEB” Stewart 
(’88 M.S., ’96 Ph.D.) 

tory equipment, including mass spectroscopy imaging and gas 
chromatography, and they learn from distinguished faculty, 
including world-renowned forensic anthropologist Harrell 
Gill-King, professor and director of the Institute of Forensic 
Anthropology at UNT. Gill-King also is co-director of the 
Center for Human Identifi cation at the UNT Health Science 
Center in Fort Worth, which is home to the National Missing 
and Unidentifi ed Persons System, the largest data source for 

unidentifi ed remains cases in the country. Gill-King has helped 
identify victims of the Oklahoma City bombings, the World 
Trade Center tragedy and the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster. 

“Th ere’s a great saying I tell students: ‘Chance favors only the 
prepared mind,’” Gill-King says. “Th e success of so many alumni 
in forensics is a testament to the strength of our students and the 
teaching and mentoring they receive at UNT. We prepare them to 
jump in when great learning or job opportunities come around.” 

Courtesy of the FB
I
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Solving cold cases
Stewart and fellow UNT alum Douglas 

Hares (’91, ’98 Ph.D.) are among the more 
than 500 scientifi c experts from the FBI 
Laboratory who are deployed worldwide to 
provide operational and forensic assistance 
in criminal investigations.

With an interest in studying DNA and 
genetics, Stewart came to UNT as a 
master’s student in professor Earl Zimmer-
man’s biology lab. Later, he worked closely 
with Gill-King and the late biology 
professor Gerard O’Donovan while earning 
his doctoral degree. 

Stewart says he gained the background 
knowledge needed for a career in forensic 
DNA analysis by studying molecular 
biology and microbiology with O’Donovan. 
He also went into the fi eld with Gill-King 
to learn how forensic anthropologists search 
for and recover human remains.

“Th e experiences I had at UNT really 
prepared me for my career,” Stewart says. 
“My professors knew I was interested in 
DNA research and guided me there while 
helping me tackle related subjects by 
conducting laboratory research and fi eld 
work and teaching biology and physical 
anthropology courses.”

Hares manages the National DNA 
Index System (NDIS), which contains 13 
million DNA profi les of known criminal 
off enders and 600,000 forensic DNA 
profi les recovered from crime scenes. 
Operated by the Combined DNA Index 
System (CODIS) software, NDIS provides 

leads for investigators across the nation in 
cases where biological evidence has been 
recovered. 

“We can take forensic unknown DNA 
samples from crime scenes and compare 
them through our system to help solve cold 
cases,” says Hares, adding that they’re able 
to process DNA from a drop of blood or 
other bodily fl uids collected from crime 
scenes. “It’s very rewarding to help solve 
these cases.” 

Hares found his interest in forensics 
during a biochemistry lecture given by 
Robert Benjamin, associate professor of 
biology. Benjamin was discussing Trimboli 
v. the State of Texas, a 1985 triple homicide 
case in Arlington that was tried three times 
due to a hung jury and misconduct. By the 
third trial in 1989, science had advanced 
enough for criminals to be identifi ed based 
on DNA at the crime scene and courts 
began allowing DNA evidence to be 
introduced in criminal proceedings. 

“Before the third trial, DNA samples 
found at the scene were brought in as 
evidence,” says Benjamin, who served as an 
expert to help coordinate the information 
and discuss with attorneys the heavily-
debated DNA testing results. “It was the 
fi rst real knock-down drag-out DNA case 
in the nation.” 

Listening to the lecture, Hares knew he 
was hooked. Two years after earning his 
Ph.D., he accepted a position with the FBI. 

“Th is is my dream job,” he says. “I never 
could have asked for anything else.” 

Crime scene investigation
Donna Krouskup (’11) found her dream 

job as the lead crime scene investigator for 
the Denton Police Department. She 
responds to crimes, processes scenes and 
provides court testimony on analysis and 
examination of evidence. As an investigator 
in a city the size of Denton, Krouskup is 
able to perfect her skills in several areas of 
forensic investigations.  

“I get to wear a lot of hats,” she says. “I 
process scenes myself in the fi eld and come 
back to the lab to analyze everything. I work 
with blood analysis, fi rearms, fi ngerprints 
and footwear impressions.” 

She also trains police offi  cers, detectives, 
fi refi ghters and other fi rst responders on 
crime scene awareness and best practices for 
preserving evidence.

Krouskup earned her chemistry degree 
while raising her family and working full 
time as a Denton Police Department 
dispatcher. As a student, she worked closely 
with Teresa Golden, professor and director 
of UNT’s forensic science program, and 
helped launch UNT’s Forensic Science 
Club. She landed her job with the Denton 
Police Department before graduation.

Golden has since sponsored Krouskup 
for membership in the American Associa-
tion of Forensic Sciences. And Krouskup is 
giving back by off ering students internship 
opportunities in her offi  ce.

 “Dr. Golden is a great mentor and will 
always be part of my professional network,” 
she says.

Ah
na

 H
ub

ni
k

Ah
na

 H
ub

ni
k

Donna Krouskup
(’11) 

William Watson
 (’98 M.S., ’10 Ph.D.)



International consulting
William Watson (’98 M.S., ’10 Ph.D.) 

began his forensics career at the Dallas 
Medical Examiner’s offi  ce and Southwest 
Institute of Forensic Sciences in the early 
1990s as a forensic DNA technician. While 
working on his master’s degree at UNT, he 
became a forensic DNA analyst and latent 
fi ngerprint examiner at the Fort Worth 
Police Department criminalistics laboratory.  

“My major professor, Dr. Benjamin, was 
instrumental in my success,” he says, 
“because he was willing to allow me the 
fl exibility to work on both of my degrees 
while working in the fi eld.”

After earning his master’s, Watson was a 
laboratory supervisor for Orchid Cellmark 
in Dallas and later became the director of 
its Nashville lab. He focused on developing 
automated DNA analysis techniques, 
laboratory accreditation and mtDNA 
sequencing while fi nishing his doctorate. 

Today, Watson is a Tennessee-based 
forensic science consultant who travels the 
world to provide expert testimony in court 
cases and consult on forensic accreditation, 
laboratory quality assurance and more. 

“UNT gave me a solid mix of classroom 
and laboratory experience that has been 
invaluable to grow my career in the forensics 
fi eld,” he says. 

Stewart says it’s a fi eld that continues to 
grow as science evolves. 

“Investigators will always need DNA, 
and new technology advances help us all 
fi nd evidence easier and faster.” 

U N T  C R I M E  L A B

Guido Verbeck, associate professor of chemistry, has 

partnered with Denton County to create the county’s fi rst 

forensic drug lab. Housed on the UNT campus, the lab is 

staff ed with graduate students certifi ed to handle, test and 

analyze drug samples. As Denton County’s population con-

tinues to grow closer to 1 million, the number of drug cases 

needing forensic testing also has increased. In the past, 

Denton County drug evidence was sent away for lab testing 

in Garland. The Garland lab is one of the busiest crime labs 

in the area, which meant test results weren’t returned to the 

county as quickly as needed. 

“With the high-tech equipment we have in the UNT Crime 

Lab, we will be able to analyze samples, pull drug evidence 

from fi ngerprints, and provide the services the county needs 

very quickly,” Verbeck says.

Verbeck invented a new device, which he calls a nano-

manipulator, in 2006. It allows investigators to extract and 

analyze chemicals on the nano-scale with mass spectrome-

try, getting more accurate fi ndings and saving time and mon-

ey. A small-scale version was deployed to Afghanistan last 

summer, allowing military investigators in the fi eld to identi-

fy chemical signatures from explosives. This fall, he received 

a Department of Justice grant to create a version of the de-

vice to detect and analyze inks, paints and papers criminals 

use to create counterfeit documents. 

The UNT Crime Lab, which became operational this spring, 

is working toward accreditation from the American Society of 

Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory Accreditation Board.

Learn how 
former trace 

analyst Kelly Belcher 
(’00 M.S.) is now 
sharing her knowledge 
by teaching forensics to 
high school students in 
the North Texas region 
at northtexan.unt.edu/
kelly-belcher.
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P OW E R  O F   Place

UNT’s 6,000-square-foot stand-alone Greek Life Center, the 
first of its kind in the country, opened this spring. This fall, it 
began offering tutoring and other programs for all UNT students 
through partners such as UNT’s Learning Center and Career 
Center. The $2.6 million facility, which is aiming for Gold LEED 
certification from the U.S. Green Building Council, furnishes a 
place for Greeks who do not have fraternity or sorority houses to 
meet and work, gives Greek life alumni a welcoming site to visit 
and offers space for UNT organizations to reserve for meetings.

“We’re very thankful for this new facility,” says Jason Biggs, 
assistant dean of students for Greek life. “It’s a demonstration of 
the university’s commitment to have the best Greek community 
that we can provide to our students.” 

See inside back cover for details on ribbon cutting and tours 
and learn more about Greek life at greeklife.unt.edu.

 UNT’s newest facility serves 
the university community 

and gives members of all 
39 fraternities and sororities 

a place to call home on Greek Row. 

New Greek Life Center
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C E N T R A L  LO C AT I O N
The new center is nestled among the 

sororities and fraternities on Welch Street 
in Denton – a prime location on campus. 

It off ers a central meeting site to all Greek 
organizations, including ones without a 

fraternity or sorority house. Less than half 
of UNT’s 39 fraternities and sororities have 
residences. The students who serve on the 
four Greek councils, the governing bodies 
of the fraternities and sororities, now have 
a designated room in which to work, com-
plete with computers and Internet access.

PA R T N E R S H I P S
With space to seat 125 people, the 

Greek Life Chapter Room is available for 
any UNT organization or individual to 

reserve for events. Features include four 
pull-down projector screens. Programs 

off ered through partnerships here, open 
to all UNT students, include tutoring and 

student workshops on skills such as 
money management and resume build-
ing. Outside the center is a green space 

that also can be reserved for use.

N A M E  R E CO G N I T I O N
Brick pavers that surround the facility give people connected 

to UNT the chance to have their names engraved on the 
campus for a fee. Donations from alumni and friends of the 
university will help pay for the facility, and 25 percent of all 

money raised goes toward scholarships for students in Greek 
organizations. Learn how you can order your paver and fi nd 

out about other naming opportunities by contacting 
Kathleen Black, director of development in student aff airs, 

at kathleen.black@unt.edu.

Ahna H
ubnik
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 — C D,
M G O H

800-UNT-2366 | 940-565-2527
meangreensports.com

Junior kinesiology major and women’s volleyball 
player Carnae Dillard likes a challenge. 

On the volleyball court, she knows when it’s 
time to dig in her heels to learn or step up 

to teach. Carnae fi nds success by 
remaining committed to her studies, 
coachable and adaptive in her game. 

She is a successful student athlete, 
boasting a 3.1 GPA and turning her 
weaknesses into strengths on the 
court through relentless practice.

Carnae is disciplined and focused in 
her pursuit of greatness, which is 

something to cheer about.

Buy your season tickets 
now and cheer the 

Mean Green to victory!
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 NestEAGLES’

Get connected at 
upcoming alumni 
gatherings
Page 43
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CHANGE 
THE GAME 

Alumna’s edge coupled with 
trendy fashion sense and hip 

teaching style is attracting 
a new, diverse golfi ng crowd.

MAGGIE NOEL (’10) IS  
determined to grow the game of golf. 

With buzz-cut hair, tattoos and 
facial piercings, the business alumna 
who played on UNT’s women’s golf 
team says she’s not your average golfer, 
or instructor. After struggling with 
performance anxiety, the 26-year-old 
launched Maggie’s School of Golf in 
2013 and Th e Houston Chronicle 
named her one of four  “creative faces
to watch in 2014.”  

“I don’t fi t the mold,” Noel says. 
“And a lot of people really like and 
gravitate toward my style and fi nd it 
not just OK to play the sport, but 
accessible and cool at the same time.” 

Read more about Noel at 
northtexan.unt.edu/change-game.
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 C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  Friends

EAGLES’  Nest

 
1944
 

Inez Wil-
loughby 
Hall, Dallas 
:: received the 

2013 Katy and 

John Jackson Award for Excellence, 

given annually to a volunteer in the 

Texas Health Resources System. 

She has accumulated more than 

10,000 hours at Presbyterian 

Hospital of Dallas. At 90, she still 

works there two mornings a week. 

 

1952

 

James Heldt, Tomball :: and his 

wife, June Ford Heldt, right, cel-

ebrated their 60th wedding anni-

versary. Classmates Fred Bruce 
(’50), one of the groomsmen in 

the wedding, and Mae McRae 
Bruce joined them. James and 

Fred were members of the Falcon 

Fraternity and the Industrial Arts 

Club. James retired from the U.S. 

Air Force in 1973 and the Hous-

ton ISD in 1992.

 
1968

Mike McCurley, Dallas :: was 

named to D Magazine’s 2014 list 

of The Best Lawyers in Dallas. He 

is a partner in the firm McCurley 

Orsinger McCurley Nelson & 

Downing LLP.

1969
 
Jan Seale (M.A.), McAllen :: 
the 2012 Texas Poet Laureate, has 

written a new book of poetry, The 
Parkinson Poems (Lamar Univer-

sity Press). It explores the chal-

lenges she and her late husband, 

Carl Seale (’71 D.M.A.), faced 

after he was diagnosed with  

Parkinson’s Disease. 

trumpet in the Clear Lake Sym-

phony for 18 years. 

 

1974

Melinda Richarz Bailey 
Lyons, Tyler :: published a new 

mystery/romance novel, Heir to a 
Secret. She has written two other 

books, including the nonfiction 

book, Crossing the Minefield. 
 

1976
 

Timothy C. 
Jones, 
Gainesville :: 

was awarded 

the Bridges-to-

Friendship Award by the Japan-

1971

Teri Mahaney (’82 Ph.D.), 
Carlsbad, Calif. :: formed a non-

profit organization, the Change 

Your Mind SuperSleep method, 

to help the targets of bullying. An 

article about her work appeared on 

the Good News Network website.

 
1972
 
Terrence W. Houvouras, 
Houston :: retired in 2013 after 

teaching for 40 years — 32 in the 

Houston ISD. For more than 20 

years, he served as vice president 

of the Houston Federation of 

Teachers (AFT). He has played 

Keep up with the latest developments in the UNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. Send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on  
page 4). Members of the UNT Alumni Association 
are designated with a .

Read more, share comments and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

Every year the UNT Alumni Association 

celebrates UNT tradition and culture 

with its holiday ornament. Located in 

the heart of UNT’s campus, the Hurley 

Administration Building is pictured on 

this year’s ornament. The limited-edi-

tion ornament is cast in lead-free 

pewter and sculpted for depth and 

detail. The cost of the ornament, which 

comes in a custom box, is $20 plus $2.50 shipping, including tax. 

Supplies are limited. Show your green pride and support your alma 

mater by buying this year’s ornament and a portion of the 

proceeds will help fund student scholarships and networking 

events for alumni. 

To order, email alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834. 

         

Holiday ornament sales help  
fund scholarships
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Your nerdy best friend

Being nerdy has its perks. For Beth Ziesenis (’90), it’s helped her earn 

recognition as one of the favorite speakers of 2014, chosen by meeting 

professionals in Meetings & Conventions magazine. The list features 

renowned speakers such as former President Bill Clinton and Olympic gold 

medalist Apolo Ohno. Known as “Your Nerdy Best Friend,” Ziesenis is a 

full-time blogger, professional speaker and author.

“I get to be a nerd for a living. It’s a thrill to share technology finds with 

others,” says Ziesenis, who lists Flipboard and Tagxedo among her favorites.

She attributes much of her success to opportunities as a student 

front-page writer for the North Texas Daily. She earned her degree in 

psychology and values the life lessons her journalism elective courses and 

faculty mentors Richard Wells, Roy Moses and Keith Shelton taught her.

“All the real-life experiences I gained at UNT through the journalism 

classes I took are really what shaped some of my abilities,” she says, “such 

as talking to people, speaking in front of a crowd and being more outgoing.” 

In addition, working for the North Texas Daily helped kindle her interest 

in technology. She says Rogers Cadenhead, a fellow student journalist, set 

up instant messaging — a new concept at that time — in the newsroom, 

which made communicating much more efficient. Ziesenis was fascinated 

with how technology helped revolutionize the way the newsroom operated. 

After graduating from UNT, she earned her master’s degree in journalism 

from the University of Alabama, served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in 

Mali, worked on a dude ranch and started her own business as a freelance 

writer. She began writing books, became a public speaker and empowered 

people through apps and other new technological tools.  

Her passion for helping others find and use technology to make their 

lives easier is what keeps her going — and makes her nerdy. 

“There’s nothing wrong with being a nerd. In fact, it should be celebrat-

ed,” says Ziesenis, who hopes to write fiction someday. “Nerds are popular 

now. We’re finally getting dates, thank you very much.”

                         — Lauren Frock

America Society of Dallas/Fort 

Worth at its 2014 Sun & Star 

Legacy Award Dinner. He was 

honored for his commitment to 

educational exchange between the 

youth of Callisburg and Kesen-

numa, Japan. He teaches social 

studies for Callisburg ISD and 

owns the Gladney Ranch.  

 

1978
 

Amira Gon-
zalez de la 
Garza, Phoe-
nix, Ariz. :: 

received the 

Carolyn Helman Lichtenberg 

Crest Award for distinguished 

alumnae from the Pi Beta Phi 

Fraternity for Women. She is an 

associate professor in the Hugh 

Downs School of Human Com-

munication at Arizona State 

University. 

 

Brian Briscoe, Denton :: was 

promoted to senior vice president 

at Tucker and Associates, a Dallas 

public relations firm. He has been 

with the company since 2010. 

 

1982

David Polvado and Melinda 
Jobe (’93 M.Ed.), Lewisville :: 

married in January. David owns 

Golden Retrieval Pet Services in 

Flower Mound, and Melinda 

teaches history and political sci-

ence for Denton ISD.  

 

Hubert Waldner, Vienna, Aus-
tria :: has worked as a musician, 

composer and music educator. He 

has produced a number of CDs of 

his own music under the name 

Hypersax, played with numerous 

bands in Europe and the United 

States and recorded with Steve 

Vai, Tangerine Dream and others. 

He now performs with the new 

fusion jazz group Collage Revival. 

 

Laura H. Wright (M.S.), Dal-
las :: was named to the board of 

directors of TE Connectivity Ltd. 

She founded GSB Advisors, a 

consulting firm to growth and 

nonprofit companies, and retired 

in 2012 as chief financial officer of 

Southwest Airlines. 

 

1985
 

Doug Prickett, Aubrey :: was 

named vice president and head of 

investment strategy and research 

for The Lionstone Group, a Hous-

ton-based real estate investment 

firm focused on U.S. commercial 

real estate. 

 

1986
 

Daniel Weigand (’93 M.S., ’94 
Ph.D.), Cottage Grove, Ore. :: 

works for Northcentral University 

as an online psychology and 

research method professor and as a 

dissertation chair for struggling 

students. He also is the editor-in-

chief of the Journal of Applied Sport 
Psychology. 
 

1987
 
Paul Dishman (M.B.A., ’92 
Ph.D.), Provo, Utah :: chair of 

the marketing department at 

Utah Valley University, was 

named as Utah’s 2014 Best of 

State College/University Teacher. 

He has taught for 25 years and 
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Gift of teaching

When school closed for the summer, J’Layne Sundberg (ʼ06) left her classroom of gifted and talented 

students in Flower Mound and headed to Maai Mahiu, Kenya, to teach orphaned children. For six weeks, she 

taught second- and third-graders at Cornerstone Preparatory Academy at Naomi’s Village — a home for 

orphans. Before arriving in the safety of Naomi’s Village, many of the children faced unspeakable tragedies, 

she says. At Cornerstone, they get a high-quality education in a country where many do not attend school.

“These kids are going to change their country,” Sundberg says. “They are going to have knowledge.”

One boy struggling to focus in the classroom became her sole student for four weeks. Under her 

guidance, he learned to read books and identify shapes. Before she left Kenya, he rose during a farewell 

gathering and thanked her, telling her he wouldn’t forget her.  

“He doesn’t keep a lot of things in his short-term memory,” Sundberg says, her voice breaking. “He 

used so much of his mental ability to memorize the speech and recite it in front of the staff; it took a lot of 

effort. It means so much to me that he was able to do that.”

She earned a bachelor’s degree from the College of Education and has taught in the Lewisville ISD 

since then. But her journey isn’t finished. She plans to move to Kenya next year to teach more children.  

“I have no illusion that it will be easy,” she says. “But why not go out there and see what I can 

accomplish with all of the learning and skills I’ve been gifted with since being at North Texas?  

It started there.” 

       — Ellen Rossetti
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Erika Privratsky Milligan, 
Castle Rock, Colo. :: launched 

her new company, Dashing Dig-

its, which sells nail products for 

adults and children. 

 

1993

Keith Javors (’96 M.M.), Phil-
adelphia, Pa. :: is president and 

CEO of Inarhyme Music Group 

LLC and played piano on the 

recent CD The Meeting, a collabo-

ration with Russian saxophonist 

Oleg Kireyev. 

 

1995
 
                 Phillip Gary 

Ferguson, 
Celina :: who 

moved to Las 

Vegas after 

graduating from UNT,  moved 

back to the Dallas-Fort Worth 

area with his family. He works as 

a sales executive with Travelers 

Insurance in the small commer-

cial division and will be responsi-

ble for managing independent 

agent relationships throughout 

the area. 

 

1996
 

Duke Dalton, Palmer :: was 

named athletics director and 

head football coach for Godley 

ISD. He previously worked for 

Palmer ISD. 

 

Tony Howell, Nashville, Tenn. 
:: was appointed as Belmont Uni-

versity’s head volleyball coach. He 

was the top assistant coach for 

eight years for the team, which 

went to the NCAA tournament 

three times and won a conference 

also worked for Apple Computer 

and IBM. He is a fellow and past 

president of the Strategic and 

Competitive Intelligence Profes-

sionals, a fellow of the Academy 

of Marketing Science and a for-

mer Fulbright recipient. 

 
1988
 

Glenn Field (’91 M.S.), 
Atlanta, Ga. :: and his family 

welcomed Austin Cash, born in 

March. He joins brothers Presley, 

Luke and Tristan.  

 

1991
 
                  Krista 

Tankersley 
Dallas :: was 

appointed 

managing 

director of the Dallas office of 

Crystal & Company, a strategic 

risk and insurance advisor. She 

previously served as vice presi-

dent of NFP, formerly Lane 

McVicker, and as founding share-

holder and executive vice presi-

dent of MarketScout. 

 

1992
 
Shelley Carrol, Plano :: has 

played saxophone with the Duke 

Ellington Orchestra, Sheryl 

Crow, Tony Bennett, Nancy 

Wilson and other artists. He has 

released four CDs, including I 
Heard That, teaches private les-

sons and performs every week at 

The Amsterdam Bar in Dallas. 

He played in the One O’Clock 

Lab Band. 
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regular season championship in 

that time. He began coaching as 

an undergraduate when he helped 

the Mean Green volleyball team. 

 

1997

Jason Rainey, Austin :: took 

part in a two-week volunteer trip 

to Cape Town, South Africa, 

sponsored by his employer, Pear-

son, an educational publishing 

company. He and other volun-

teers worked with the non-gov-

ernmental organization True 

North Vrygrond ECD Project in 

township daycares in the morn-

ings and did remodeling in the 

afternoons. 

 

1998
 
David Das, Los Angeles, Calif. 
:: scored the film The Appearing 
that was released earlier this year. 

He also composed the themes of 

the TV shows The Young Icons, 
Parental Discretion and Supreme 
Justice with Judge Karen.  
 

2000
 
Travis Ewert, Dallas :: serves 

on the board of trustees for the 

Dallas Children’s Advocacy Cen-

ter, whose mission is to improve 

the lives of abused children in 

Dallas County and to provide 

national leadership on child  

abuse issues. 

 

Brian Hoffman, Grapevine :: 

is president and partner along 

with Bobby Barr (’97) in CE-

DFW Warehouse Solutions, a 

material handling company that 

was named Small Business of the 

Year by the Fort Worth Chamber 

of Commerce and received the 

2014 Most Valuable Partner 

award from the Material Han-

dling Equipment Distributors 

Association. CE-DFW also 

received the Diamond Award 

from Doosan and was the largest-

volume Doosan dealer in the U.S. 

from 2010 to 2013. The business 

was featured in a commercial for 

Chase Bank. 

 

Christopher Mays, Murrieta, 
Calif.  :: serves as a major in the 

U.S. Marine Corps. He earned a 

master’s degree in military art and 

science at the U.S. Army Com-

mand and General Staff College 

in Fort Leavenworth, Kan. He 

and his wife, Whitney, and four 

sons will live in San Diego after a 

tour of duty with the 3rd Marine 

Aviation Wing. 

 
                 Wesley G. 

Phelps (’04 
M.A.), The 
Woodlands :: 

shows how the 

Great Society initiatives were 

implemented in the 1960s and 

1970s in the book A People’s War 
on Poverty: Urban Politics and 
Grassroots Activists in Houston 

(University of Georgia Press). He 

is assistant professor of history at 

Sam Houston State University. 

:: each received a Fulbright award 

to study music in Greece. Patricia 

is instructor of flute at North-

eastern State University, and 

Elaine is professor of theory-

composition at Bowling Green 

State University.  

 

2004
 
Patricia Vermillion (M.S.), 
Dallas :: published her first 

children’s book, Texas Chili? Oh 
My!, which gives a Texas twist to 

the story of the three little pigs. 

She is librarian for The Lamp-

lighter School and a mentor for 

students in the UNT library 

science program. She has pub-

 

2001

Brian J. Kechnie Jr., Weath-
erford :: wrote the children’s 

book Three Little Cowgirls 
inspired by a poem he wrote for 

his three daughters. The illus-

trated narrative, which he pres-

ents at local school districts, 

introduces figures from Texas 

history. 

 

2003

Patricia Surman (M.M., ’06, 
’10 D.M.A.), Tahlequah, Okla.,  
and Elaine Lillios (’00 
D.M.A.), Bowling Green, Ohio 

Upcoming Alumni Gatherings
The fall semester is full of opportunities for alumni to reunite, 
network and celebrate UNT. Here are a few events on tap:

Alumni Gameday Grille: Join the UNT Alumni 
Association for pregame football parties at the UNT 
Alumni Pavilion two hours before kickoff for all home 
games. Located adjacent to the northeast main 
entrance of the football stadium, the pavilion and 
festivities are free to association members and a 

guest. Beverages are available for purchase and the Student 
Alumni Association will be grilling for scholarship donations. Be 
sure to have your membership card on hand, or you can buy one 
on-site on gameday. For membership information, contact Gina 
Lowe at gina.lowe@unt.edu or 940-565-2834.

Homecoming 2014: Save the dates Nov. 3-8 for Homecoming with 
the theme: “Mean Green Circus, the Greatest Homecoming on 
Earth.” Festivities include the bonfire and parade, leading up to the 
Mean Green vs. Florida Atlantic football game Nov. 8 at Apogee 
Stadium. The Golden Eagles also are gathering on Saturday this 
year, at 11:30 a.m. in the Gateway Center Ballroom (RSVP to  
special.events@unt.edu or 940-565-4851). Check out more details 
inside the back cover, and visit homecoming.unt.edu for the  
latest information.

UNT Career Fairs/Mentoring: Get help with your job search. 
Services in the UNT Career Center are free to alumni. And you can 
give back by volunteering as a mentor to help an aspiring student 
pursuing a career similar to yours. Learn more at careercenter.unt.
edu/alumni-career-services.

For more information or to join the UNT Alumni Association, call 
940-565-2834 or go to untalumni.com.
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lished articles for Mississippi  
Magazine, School Library Monthly 
and others.  

2006
 

Jennifer Crump, Carrollton :: 

and her husband, Michael, and 

son Mason welcomed Nicolas Jay 

Crump in January. Nico weighed 8 

pounds, 9 ounces, and was 20.5 

inches long. Above, he happily 

sports a brand new UNT T-shirt. 

 

Laura L. Watson, Fort Worth :: 

appeared in the production of The 
Yellow Boat, presented in April by 

Artes de la Rosa in Fort Worth, 

with  Jake Harris (’13). Wat-

son also is artistic director of 

Disciples Running Around Madly 

Acting, a touring theatre company.

2007

Samuel Snoek-Brown 
(Ph.D.), Portland, Ore. :: pub-

lished his flash fiction chapbook, 

Box Cutters, in 2013 and his novel, 

Hagridden, came out this summer. 

 

Talisha Thomas, Frisco :: has 

launched an e-boutique for fash-

ion jewelry called Trendy Trinkets 

at trendy-trinkets.com. For cus-

tomers who put UNT14 in the 

checkout code, she will donate 20 

percent of her profits to UNT 

scholarships and give a 20 percent 

discount. She made her first dona-

tion to UNT’s Merchandising Inc. 

group. She also loaned jewelry for 

the UNT Spring Fashion Show. 
 

2009
 
Brooke Cowlishaw Traister, 
Dallas :: was promoted to vice 

president at Tucker and Associ-

ates, a Dallas public relations firm. 

She has been with the company 

since 2010. 

 

2012
 
Jon Kelley, Little Elm :: owns 

and operates Lone Star 4X4, 

which turns vehicles into off-road 

vehicles. He came to UNT after 

serving two deployments in Iraq as 

part of the U.S. Marine Corps. He 

received several medals and rib-

bons and is a service disabled 

veteran. While at UNT, he 

worked on the Wall of Heroes 

with Donna Ledgerwood, associ-

ate professor of management. His 

internship through UNT also led 

to the new business. 

 

2014

 Wariner Stahl, Hickory 
Creek :: grandson of Konroe 
Stahl (’89), earned his commer-

cial pilot’s license and is becoming 

a certified flight instructor. At 

UNT, he received the Outstand-

ing Student award in finance and 

was a member of the UNT Invest-

ment Research Challenge Team 

that was one of eight finalists in 

the CFA Institute Research  

Challenge for the southwestern 

United States.  

 
➺ PGA and UNT golf 

great Don January 
(’53) is interviewed in 

the March 31 issue of Golf 

World in “Words From the 

Wise,” along with other 

legends from the sport. 

The 32-time winner on the PGA and Champions Tours, who 

also helped North Texas win four consecutive NCAA 

championships, recalls his college days. “I taught golf in 

the P.E. department for room and board, books and tuition. 

That was my ‘scholarship’ — plus a $10-a-month laundry 

check. I lived on that $10.” He also reminisces about his 

golfing past, including good days — first qualifying for the 

Masters and helping to remove the “Caucasians-only” 

clause from the PGA regulations — and bad days, such as 

when he “gave away the ’61 PGA” after being so close to 

the win he rehearsed his acceptance speech. He didn’t 

sleep for six months. “Back when I played,” he says, “our 

sport psychologist was called a bartender.”  

 
➺ A Sept. 8 story in The Washington Post about the 

economic benefits of the music scene in Omaha, Neb. — 

“Can Indie Music Save Your Neighborhood?” — features 

music geographer Michael Seman (’07 M.S.), senior 

research associate at UNT’s Center for Economic Develop-

ment and Research, who wrote his thesis on the subject. 

“Music scenes can act as branding agents, spur urban 

redevelopment and emerge as industries in their own 

right,” says Seman, who also is a singer and guitarist for 

Denton’s Shiny Around the Edges.  

➺ Lucy Dang (’08) of Lucy Dang Dallas was the 

featured fashion expert on CBS DFW Aug. 19, giving tips for 

finding designer deals online. The fashion design graduate 

— who launched a couture line for Belk stores and has an 

exclusive “Lady by Lucy Dang” line — interned at Nicole 

Miller and worked for Rebecca Taylor in New York before 

starting her own company with fellow fashion design and 

business graduate Blanca Renteria (’08). Online 

consignment stores and design rentals are among her tips 

for finding affordable fashions online.

. . . . . . I N  T H E  / /  News
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 F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S

UNT’s alumni, faculty, staff and students are the 
university’s greatest legacy. When members of  
the Eagle family pass, they are remembered and 
their spirit lives on. Send information about deaths 
to The North Texan (see contact information on 
page 4).  

  Read more, write memorials and connect 
with friends at northtexan.unt.edu.

University Community  
 

Hugh Ayer, 
90, Profes-

sor Emeritus 

of history 

and former 

associate dean of the College of 

Arts and Sciences, died July 14 

in Denton. Ayer taught American 

history at North Texas from 1958 

to 1986. His duties included 

serving as chair of the division 

of social science and, in 2004, 

he received the Honorary Alumni 

Award, given to individuals who 

were never students at UNT but 

showed outstanding devotion 

to the university. A scholarship 

was set up in his name. Ayer was 

active in the community, serving 

on the Denton City Council. He 

earned his bachelor’s degree from 

Western Kentucky University and 

his master’s degree and doctorate 

from Indiana University. He taught 

at Culver Military Academy before 

coming to North Texas. As a mem-

ber of the U.S. Naval Reserve from 

1943 to 1945, he served as a radio 

operator in the Pacific Theater, 

intercepting Japanese naval com-

munications. He also served in the 

reserve from 1950 to 1959. 

George L. 
Cook, 64, 

former scene 

shop supervi-

sor for the 

Department of Dance and Theatre, 

died July 31. He retired in 2011. He 

spent much of his career behind 

the scenes of productions in Aus-

tin and North Texas. He built sets 

for movies such as The Best Little 

Whorehouse in Texas and Silk-

wood, served on the staff of the TV 

show Austin City Limits, worked as 

a stagehand for concerts in Austin 

and Dallas and helped on produc-

tions at UNT and the University of 

Texas at Austin. 

Robert 
Sherman 
LaForte, 
80, Professor 

Emeritus of 

 
1940s
 
Gordon Russell Carpenter 
(’40), Dallas :: After working 

as an agent for the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, he began 

practicing law in 1947. He served 

as an attorney for the Southwest-

ern Legal Foundation and the 

First National Bank. He served on 

the board of trustees and as 

executive director of the Hatton 

W. Sumners Foundation. 

 

1950s

Betty Walther Geron (’50), 
Dallas :: She enjoyed research-

ing family history and gardening. 

She was active in the Bee & 

Thistle Garden Club. At North 

Texas, she earned her degree in 

business teaching and was in the 

Pi Omega Pi honorary business 

education fraternity and the  

Paris Club for students from  

Paris, Texas. 

 

Max L. McGehee (’50), 
Dallas :: He served as a U.S. 

Merchant Marine and also was in 

the U.S. Army. At North Texas, he 

earned his degree in accounting. 

He joined Cotton Import and 

Export Co. in August 1950 and 

worked there for 42 years. 

 

Patricia ‘Pat’ Lang Scheiha-
gen Patty (’50), Garland :: 

She was a public school music 

teacher in Sherman, Dallas and 

finally in Garland, where she 

taught for more than 20 years. She 

was an active member and leader 

in the Sequence Study Club of 

Garland for more than 50 years. 

She was preceded in death by her 

husband of 55 years, William B. 
Patty III, a piano performance 

major she met at North Texas. 

 

Robert M. ‘Bob’ Donohue 
(’53), Dallas :: At North Texas, 

he was in the first class of ROTC 

to receive U.S. Air Force commis-

sions and he was a member of the 

Talons fraternity. While in the 

U.S. Air Force, he flew the F-86 

Sabre Jet. He flew for Braniff 

International Airlines from 1957 

to 1982 and appeared in their 

international ad campaign during 

the ’70s. Also in the 1970s, he flew 

the Dallas Cowboys to their away 

games and scouted for the team. 

 

Pat Porter Ely (’53), Marble 
Falls :: She earned her degree in 

music and taught at schools in 

Dallas, Austin, Anahuac and El 

Campo, where she and her 

husband, Thomas Walter Ely 
III (’55), owned Ely Furniture 

Center. She was a church pianist 

and taught many piano and voice 

students. At North Texas, she was 

named Who’s Who in vocal music. 

Survivors include her daughter, 

the Rev. Ellen Ely (’85).  
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history, died July 11 in Galveston. 

LaForte joined the history faculty 

in 1968 and served as chair of 

the department, retiring in 1998. 

He established the UNT archives 

in 1975 and served as the first 

archivist. LaForte co-wrote several 

books about World War II — Re-

membering Pearl Harbor: Eyewit-

ness Accounts by U.S. Military Men 

and Women, Building the Death 

Railway: The Ordeal of American 

POWs in Burma, 1942-45 and With 

Only the Will to Live: Accounts 

of Americans in Japanese Prison 

Camps, 1941-45 — as well as an 

authorized history of UNT’s first 

100 years, Down the Corridor of 

Years: A Centennial History of the 

University of North Texas in Pho-

tographs, 1890-1990. In 2002, he 

donated his collection of hundreds 

of books by and about World War II 

prisoners of war to UNT’s archives. 

In 1994, he received the ’Fessor 

Graham Award, which students 

give to outstanding faculty mem-

bers. He earned bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees from Pittsburg 

State University and a doctorate 

from the University of Kansas and 

later added a master’s degree in 

library science from the University 

of Texas. He served in the U.S. 

Army from 1953 to 1956.

Randy 
Wallace 
(’02 M.S.), 47, 

an associate 

librarian in the 

Eagle Commons Library, died July 1 

in Denton. Wallace joined the UNT 

libraries in 2003 after receiving his 

master’s degree in library science 

at UNT. He also worked in the 

library at Discovery Park. Wallace 

received a bachelor’s degree from 

the University of New Mexico. His 

interests included spending time 

with his children, watching the San 

Francisco Giants and enjoying craft 

beer, kayaking and many games.

Warren 
Watson, 
67, Regents 

Professor of 

management, 

died July 6 in Denton. He joined 

Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Dishman 
Couser (’55), Orange :: She 

taught for many years in Port 

Arthur and Orange. Her research 

on the local Atakapa Indian tribe 

was used in a published book and 

she enjoyed volunteering at the 

Heritage House Museum. She 

met her husband of 59 years, 

Robert H. Couser (’55), at 

North Texas and was a member of 

Chi Omega sorority.  

 

Charles Michael Hagler (’57, 
’60 M.Ed.), Wichita Falls :: 
He was inducted into the UNT 

Athletics Hall of Fame in 2010 for 

his part in several record-setting 

relay teams. He had been active in 

athletics all his life, competing in 

tennis, basketball and track. He 

taught and coached in schools in 

Odessa, Texas City and Victoria 

and spent 31 years in various 

administrative positions at 

Midwestern State University.  

 

Luther C. Wallace Jr. (’58), 
Double Oak :: He served in the 

U.S. Army for two years and 

graduated from North Texas with 

a bachelor’s in accounting. He was 

a controller for Sears and Roebuck 

and served the federal government 

as an agent in the Department of 

Energy, Small Business Adminis-

tration, Internal Revenue Service 

and the General Services Admin - 

istration, where he retired. His 

daughter, Cynthia C. Wallace 
(’81), also was a UNT graduate.  

 

1960s
 
Nelton Duward ‘Pat’ Patter-
son (’62 M.S., ’67 Ed.D.), 
Conway, Ark. :: He served in 

the Army Air Corps and as captain 

and operations officer of the 384th 

Bomber Group of the 8th Air 

Force during World War II. He 

managed the Sunshine Home for 

Dependent and Neglected 

Children in Dallas and taught at 

what is now the Univer sity of 

Central Arkansas, serving as chair 

of the counseling and psychology 

department for 12 years.  

Cynthia ‘Cindy’ Thomas 
Buresh, Texarkana :: While 

attending North Texas from 1961 

to 1963, she was a Yucca Beauty in 

1962 and was Miss Denton in the 

Miss Texas pageant. She was active 

in Chi Omega and Angel Flight. 

 

Sam Turner (’64), Austin :: 
He taught English composition 

and literature in various colleges in 

Austin, Houston and Midland 

and had worked as vice president 

for an advertising agency. He 

served in the U.S. Air Force, where 

he disposed of explosive ordnances 

during the Cold War. He also 

earned a master’s degree in English 

from Eastern New Mexico 

University in 1968. 

 

Robert Louis Banks (’65), 
Mesquite :: He met Linda Lat-
imer (’64) at the Baptist 

Student Union on campus and 

they married in 1964. Following 

graduation, Robert worked in 

retail and merchandising at Sears 

stores in the Dallas area for 29 

years. After his retirement, he did 

in-store merchandising for various 

vendors in Home Depot stores for 

10 years. He later worked events at 

the Mesquite Rodeo Arena and 

volunteered with Texas Baptist 

Men through his church. 

 

Stephen Brooks Gremmels 
(’67), Ben Wheeler :: His 

career included several years as a 

stock broker and many years as a 

commercial real estate broker. 

Moving into the oil and gas 

business, he founded OGP 

Operating Inc. Most recently, he 

financed the revival of the East 

Texas town of Ben Wheeler. 

Survivors include his sister, Cary 
Gremmels Norton (’68). 
 

Anna Gwen Walker Kirkland 

(’69, ’92 M.Ed.), Irving :: She 

was a member of Kappa Delta 

Sorority, Gamma Beta Chapter. A 

lifelong resident of Irving, she 

retired from the Irving ISD after 

30 years of teaching art at Nimitz 

High School and MacArthur 

High School, where a scholarship 

EAGLES’  Nest
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Send memorials to honor UNT 

alumni and friends, made pay-

able to the UNT Foundation, to 

University of North Texas, Division 

of Advancement, 1155 Union Circle 

#311250, Denton, Texas 76203-

5017. Indicate on your check the 

fund or area you wish to support. 

Or make secure gifts online at 

development.unt.edu/givenow. For  

more information, email giving@

unt.edu or call 940-565-2900.

Memorials

was established in her memory for 

students pursuing a career in art. 

 

1970s
 
David A. Green (’70), 
Oshkosh, Wis. :: He served as 

CEO of Evergreen Retirement 

Community in Oshkosh for 29 

years and was a pioneer in shaping 

the long-term care program into a 

more homelike environment. He 

founded several organizations and 

received many honors for his 

work, including Administrator of 

the Year and the Award of Honor 

from the American Association of 

Homes and Services for the Aged.  

He previously had been an 

architectural engineer. 

 

1980s
 
Darren M. Ryan (’88, ’88  
M.Ed.), Lewisville :: He taught 

social studies in the Lewisville 

ISD since graduating from UNT, 

where he received three degrees at 

one time. He was recognized for 

his teaching skills as well as his 

technical expertise, helping to 

write curriculum for the district 

and expand its online education 

program. He also loved music and 

for many years he played guitar 

and sang in a local band, The 

Grenadines. Survivors include his 

sister, Colleen Ryan (’89). 
 

1990s
 
Kristine ‘Kris’ Heman Kirk 
(’93), Denver, Colo. :: She was 

a member of the Alpha Phi 

sorority and earned her degree in 

communication studies, later 

working in advertising. She 

considered her children — three 

young sons — her greatest 

accomplishment. Information 

about a fund for her children is at 

kriskirkhemanmemorial.com. 
 

Chris R. Thompson (’93), 
Dallas :: He was a member of 

Kappa Sigma fraternity.  He 

received his law degree from Texas 

Wesleyan University School of 

Law and was admitted to the  

 

Texas Bar in 1997. He practiced as 

an assistant district attorney for 

Cass County and then began a 

solo criminal defense practice in 

2000 in Dallas. He was a cavalry 

scout in the U.S. Army from 1987 

to 1989.  

 

2000s
 
Lesley Louise Wood (’04),  
Lewisville :: She earned her 

degree in hospitality management 

and managed a local Pet Salon. 

 

2010s
 
Emily Lambert (’13), 
Lewisville :: She taught third 

grade for Richardson ISD. She 

earned her degree in interdisciplin-

ary studies. 

 

Addie Coleman Bailey, 
Conway, Ark. :: She was 

working on a master’s degree in 

information science through 

UNT’s Educating Librarians for 

the Middle South Program. She 

earned her bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Central Arkansas 

and worked for its library. 

 

Justin Dodson, Gainesville :: 

He was a senior majoring in 

professional and technical 

communication in the Depart-

ment of Linguistics and Technical 

Communication. 

 

Brandon Lambert, Coppell :: 
He was a freshman in the College 

of Arts and Sciences. He excelled 

in tae kwon do, earning a black 

belt, and loved skateboarding and 

sports cars. 

 

Steven Craig Meyer, San 
Antonio :: He was a graduate 

student taking courses toward a 

certificate in rehabilitation 

counseling. He worked for the 

Department of Assistive and 

Rehabilitative Services, taught at 

the University of the Incarnate  

Word and was active in the San 

Antonio deaf community.  

 

 

 

UNT in 1983. He was recognized 

nationally and internationally 

for his research in international 

business, entrepreneurship and 

organizational culture. He taught 

classes on organizational behavior 

and organizational design and 

change. He also was director of 

the UNT Group for Organizational 

Effectiveness, a business consult-

ing service. In 2003, he developed 

a small business support center 

with the Universidad de Colima in 

Mexico, providing education and 

consulting for international small 

businesses. He earned a bach-

elor’s degree from Texas Tech 

University, two master’s degrees 

from East Texas State University 

and his doctorate from the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma.

Bob Burton 
Winborn, 
83, former 

professor of 

counseling 

and education, died June 10. He 

taught at North Texas from 1960 

to 1965, also serving in the guidance 

office, and went on to teach at 

Indiana University and Michigan 

State University. He earned bach-

elor’s and master’s degrees from 

Oklahoma State University and a 

doctorate from Indiana Univer-

sity. He was awarded a Fulbright 

scholarship during the 1974-75 

academic year to teach and consult 

at universities in Japan and the 

Netherlands. He also maintained a 

private practice as a psychologist 

in East Lansing, Mich., until 1992. 

After retiring, he moved to Sun City 

West, Ariz. 
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T H E  LAST Word

RESPONSIBILTY TO 
GIVE BACK

by Mark J. Merki (’91, ’91 M.S.), CPA

JASON IS A DENTON HIGH  
school student from Malaysia who lives 
with his aunt and uncle. His single 
mother lives in Malaysia. Jason wants to 
be an accountant. 

Throughout my accounting career, 
people have helped me, so it only seemed 
natural that I should do the same for 
Jason. Through Mentor Denton, I’ve 
worked with him one hour a week for the 
last school year, covering life skills, 
accounting basics, the importance of 
grades and a year-long project about 
wanting to become an accountant. 

I’ve explained to him that if he wants 
to be a CPA, he’ll have a responsibility to 
give back. It’s part of our profession. 

I started at UNT in 1976 as a math 
major after graduating from Denton 
High. Not knowing what I really wanted 
to do, I put college on hold and went to 
work with my brother at his Budget  
Bugg shop in Denton, where I became  
acquainted with many professors. 

Twelve years later, I re-enrolled at 
UNT because of a friend, mentor and 
CPA, Robert Hankins. He never 
suggested that I become a CPA but he 
said I needed to get back in school. I had 
visions of completing the hotel and 
restaurant management program, which 
required two years of accounting. While I 
was taking Financial Accounting, my 
professor, Barbara Merino said, “We need 
people like you in accounting.”  

There were many professors who 
encouraged me and my classmates along 
the way. John Price challenged us in tax 

research. Barney Coda made us think in 
our theory class. Terry Conover provided 
sound fundamental tools in intermediate 
accounting, and Ray Clay was passionate 
about ethics and professional responsibil-
ity. I was very confident that I had the 
tools to be successful in the profession, 
and I passed the CPA exam while in my 
final semester at UNT.  

Once I was a CPA, many people 
helped me become a professional. The 
first lesson I learned was that you have a 
responsibility to give back and help others. 
Dr. Price became chair of the accounting 
department and asked me to serve on the 
advisory board, on which I still serve. 

Former Denton Mayor Euline Brock  
(’74 Ph.D.), wife of Horace Brock, 
Professor Emeritus of accounting, asked 
me to serve on the city’s Historic Land-
mark Commission when she was a 
council member. I knew nothing about 
historic structures, but I now see clearly 
her motives were to provide a training 
ground for me to learn the operations of 
boards and how to serve.

I went on to serve as a mentor to Ali 
Raza (’14, ’14 M.S.), one of UNT’s 2014 
Great Global Citizen Award winners, 
through the Professional Leadership 
Program in the College of Business, and it 

was as a member of the board of the 
United Way of Denton that I learned of 
the Mentor Denton opportunity. 

Jason has helped me practice patience 
and given me the ability to see long-term 
results. I’ve seen in him the desire to be a 
good person, but he didn’t have a clear 
understanding about where he could 
acquire the skills to pursue his career 
goals. He has grown in the eight months 
I’ve met with him, showing me how even 
a short-term commitment can positively 
impact a person’s life. I hope to work with 
him again this year and encourage him to 
attend UNT.  Jason would be successful 
without anything from me. But I hope 
with my encouragement he can see how 
great he can be. 

Mark J. Merki (’91, ’91 M.S.), CPA, is 
president of Merki & Associates PC, a 
professional tax and accounting firm in 
Denton. He and his staff members volunteer 
for Mentor Denton, a joint effort with the 
goal of connecting 10,000 mentors with 
10,000 at-risk Denton ISD students. The 
program, launched last fall, is a partnership 
among UNT, Communities in Schools in 
North Texas, Denton ISD, the United Way 
of Denton and the city of Denton. Learn how 
to become a mentor at mentordenton.org.

Ahna H
ubnik
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Homecoming 2014

Calling all alumni and friends home to UNT 
Nov. 7-8 for “Th e Greatest Homecoming on Earth!” 
Take part in Friday night’s traditional Spirit March 
to the Bonfi re, one of UNT’s oldest traditions. And 

join the campus community Saturday for a full day of 
events, including the parade, then tailgating at Mean 
Green Village followed by the Mean Green taking on 

Florida Atlantic at UNT’s Apogee Stadium.
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FRIDAY November 07

November 08SATURDAY

Begins at Fraternity Row on Maple 
Street and proceeds to the bonfi re site 
near UNT’s Apogee Stadium.

Spirit March
7 p.m.

Lighting of the bonfi re will be 
on the northwest side of the stadium. 
Alumni are invited to the Alumni 
Pavilion 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. for the best 
seats in the house.

Bonfi re
8 p.m.

Enter a drawing to win prizes, including Homecoming 
Family Fun Packs (tickets to the game and food for four) 

by emailing northtexan@unt.edu by Oct. 10 with “Homecoming” 
in the subject line. Include T-shirt size and mailing address. 

Also, share your photos from Homecoming on Twitter and 
Instagram – hashtag #UNTHomecoming – to win prizes.

Watch the parade around the Denton 
square and along Hickory and North 
Texas Boulevard. Parade ends at North 
Texas Boulevard and Highland Street. 
For more details on the route, visit 
homecoming.unt.edu.

Homecoming Parade
1 p.m.

Gateway Center Ballroom. 
Reservations, $20.
RSVP: special.events@unt.edu or 
940-565-4851 

Golden Eagles 
Class of ’64 
Luncheon/Reunion
11:30 a.m.

Free and open to everyone, the 5K 
intramural Homecoming Fun Run starts 
in front of the Pohl Recreation Center. 
Preregistration not required. 
Registration until 7:15 a.m. 
For information: 
billym@unt.edu, 940-565-2275 or 
visit recsports.unt.edu

Fun Run
7:15 a.m.

Open house and tours from noon 
to 4 p.m. Ribbon cutting at 3:30 p.m.
621 S. Welch St.
For information: 
jason.biggs@unt.edu or 940-369-8465

Greek Life Center 
Open House/Ribbon Cutting
3:30 - 4 p.m.



GameHomecoming

November 08SATURDAY

Tailgate tent package options include game tickets, parking passes, tents, tables and chairs for alumni groups, campus organizations, 
departments, schools and colleges that plan to host tailgate functions near the stadium before the Homecoming game. 
For tailgate tent package reservations: andrew.tomeny@unt.edu, call 940-369-5382 or visit meangreensports.com/homecomingtailgate. 
Deadline Oct. 24.

Mean Green Village Tailgate Tent Info

Ticket options start at $15.    
For information: 
Speak with a ticket sales consultant about 
individual, family or group seating options at 
940-565-5382 or visit meangreensports.com.

Mean Green vs. Florida Atlantic
6 p.m.

Tailgating around campus starts early and ends 30 minutes before kickoff . Organization, department and college tents at UNT’s 
Apogee Stadium add to the Homecoming spirit along with live music, the Junior Mean Green Fun Zone and the Mean Green March 
featuring the cheerleaders, dancers, marching band, head coach Dan McCarney and the Mean Green football team. 

Mean Green Village
3 − 5:30 p.m. 

*Events are part of Mean Green Village 
at UNT’s Apogee Stadium. 

Join the Graduate Institute of Journalism. 
For information:
kelly.briggs@unt.edu or 940-565-4778

Frank W. and Sue Mayborn
School of Journalism*

For information: 
aaz@z-co.net or 214-402-4293

NT40 Student Foundation*

For information: 
emily.boykin@unt.edu or 940-565-2048

College of Arts and Sciences*

Reconnect with the college and 
join in recognition of 2014 Teachers 
of the Year alumni one hour prior 
to kickoff . 
For information:
royann.cox@unt.edu or
940-369-7805 

College of Education*

Join UNT Alumni Association 
members and friends for an open house 
two hours prior to kickoff  at the Alumni 
Pavilion near UNT’s Apogee Stadium. 
For information: 
alumni@unt.edu or 940-565-2834

Alumni GameDay Grille*
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Take your Mean Green pride on the road wherever you go with a UNT license plate. 
Join UNT President Neal Smatresk and others throughout the UNT community who are 
sporting green pride on their vehicles by ordering and customizing your own UNT plate. 
When you do, a portion of your cost will go to support student scholarships. To ride with 
UNT pride, visit txdmv.gov and click on the “specialty plates” icon. 

The North Texan 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N O R T H  T E X A S 
Division of University Relations, Communications and Marketing
1155 Union Circle #311070    Denton, Texas 76203-5017
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