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Open Access and Scholarly Communication

• The Open Access movement is transforming 
scholarly communication

• While the notion of Open Access to scholarly 
information is not new, various factors, including 
federal mandates for sharing the products of 
federally funded research drive scholars to rethink 
traditional scholarship models.

• There's been some concerns, questions, and 
misconceptions about intellectual property and 
Copyrights, predator publications, and other issue.



Scholarly Communication and Copyrights

Understanding five basic copyrights:

● Distribute 

● Reproduce 

● Create derivatives

● Display 

● Perform your copyrighted works.



New Distribution Models 

Copyrights can be affected when:

● Making your work open access

● Utilizing Creative Commons licenses

● Depositing your work in a repository.



Creative Commons Licenses

● Attribution: CC BY

-The most accommodating as long as they credit you

-Recommended for maximum dissemination and use

● Attribution-ShareAlike: CC BY-SA

-New creations under the identical terms

● Attribution-NoDerivs: CC BY-ND

-Passed along unchanged and in whole

● Attribution-NonCommercial: CC BY-NC

-Let others build upon your work non-commercially

● Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike: CC BY-NC-SA

-Attribution + NonCommercial + ShareAlike

● Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs: CC BY-NC-ND

-The most restrictive of our six main licenses.



National and International Initiatives

• COAPI brings together representatives from North American 

universities with established faculty open access policies and 

those in the process of developing such policies. 

• SPARC is an international alliance of academic and research 

libraries working to create a more open system of scholarly 

communication. 



National and International Initiatives: 

Repositories by Continent

Source: (Pinfield et al., 2014: http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76839/15/wrro_76839.pdf)     

http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76839/15/wrro_76839.pdf


National and International Initiatives: 

Repository Types

Source: (Pinfield et al., 2014: http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76839/15/wrro_76839.pdf)     

http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76839/15/wrro_76839.pdf


Open Access Publishing Policies

• SHERPA/ROMEO : - provides a searchable 

database with summaries of permissions that 

are normally given as part of each publisher's 

copyright transfer agreement.

• DIRECTORY OF OPEN ACCESS 

JOURNALS (DOAJ) :- aims to be 

comprehensive and cover all open access 

scientific and scholarly journals that use a 

quality control system to guarantee the 

content.

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
http://www.doaj.org/


Emerging Trends in University Academic Presses

• In a world that links knowledge with economic growth, 

building an indigenous knowledge base and the ability to 

publish and disseminate local/national or regional 

academic books and journals critically important. 

• Traditional university academic presses worldwide are 

undergoing transformation in the current digital and open 

environment. 

• Open Access and digital libraries development offer cost 

effective and sustainable alternative. Many academic 

publishers around the world have begun to experiment 

with new publishing models.



African Initiatives
http://www.africanminds.co.za/

http://www.africanminds.co.za/


The Library Publishing Coalition
http://www.librarypublishing.org/

http://www.librarypublishing.org/


Institutional Initiatives: Open Access at UNT
http://www.library.unt.edu/scholarly-publishing

http://www.library.unt.edu/scholarly-publishing


KEY PROVISIONS OF THE UNT OPEN ACCESS POLICY

• UNT Community Members are expected to take advantage of new 

technologies to increase access to their scholarly works among 

scholars worldwide, educators, policymakers, and the public.

• UNT Community Members are committed to disseminating, as widely 

as possible, the results of their scholarly activities.

• As a public research university, UNT recognizes and values its 

responsibility to the larger society. Scholarly products - the 

innovations, scholarship, and creative endeavors of its faculty, and 

the education provided to its students - benefit the communities the 

university serves.

• Increased access and visibility of the scholarship serve UNT 

Community Members' interests by promoting greater reach and 

impact, and the University's and its community members' status and 

reputation are enhanced when the scholarship is easily discoverable 

and accessible.

• UNT Libraries play an essential role in providing broad access to 

community members' scholarly works and ensuring long-term 

stewardship and preservation of these works.



Denton Declaration: An Open Data Manifesto:
http://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration

http://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration


Denton Declaration : OA Manifesto

http://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration


Sample Language in CVs

• I support the Open Access movement and will endeavor to ensure that all of 
my research is available online, free of charge, to readers in all nations. As a 
humanist, I believe I have a responsibility to make my scholarship available as 
widely as possible, and to advocate on behalf of others who wish to share 
their work beyond the academy.

• I pledge that I:

–will not give free labor, including editing, peer review, or consulting to 

closed access, or Gold OA journals.

–will blog my work and post preprints whenever possible.

–will publish only in Green OA or wholly OA journals.

–will withdraw as an author if coauthors refuse to be open.

–will work to educate my students and colleagues on the principles and 

value of Open Access for research, teaching, and learning in the 

humanities.

–will support experimental modes of publishing and scholarly 

communication, including open peer review.

–will advocate for the principles of Open Data as defined in the Denton 

Declaration: http://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration

http://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration
http://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration
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