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The purpose of this study was to examine the effects frequenting the street had on 

the social-emotional development of children in Cuenca, Ecuador.  While the study 

sought to discover who these children were, it primarily observed the levels of trust these 

children felt in the various contexts of their lives, their level of safety, where they saw 

themselves in the future, what made a place feel like a home, their sense of self-esteem, 

and how they saw themselves contributing to their future.  The research instrument used 

in this study was a modified youth questionnaire previously developed by Tyler and 

Tyler (1991) in a study with street children/youth in Bogóta, Colombia.  The results are 

presented in 11 case studies of children who ranged in age between 7 and 12 years.  
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CHAPTER I 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The United Nations defines a street child as “Any girl or boy…for whom the 

street is his or her habitual abode and/or source of livelihood, and who is inadequately 

protected, supervised or directed by responsible adults” (International Catholic Children’s 

Bureau, 1985, p. 58).  The number of children meeting these criteria increases daily in 

any given country, especially in Latin America, making it a worldwide phenomenon 

(Lusk, 1989; Le Roux & Smith, 1998). This dramatic increase in the number of street 

children has caused a major social problem in many countries (Lusk).  The study of street 

children and the social problems they create has been neglected in the social studies 

literature.  Therefore, research is needed to help inform future policy makers and service 

providers of the needs of these children, including effective solutions required to address 

the problem (Raffaelli & Larson, 1999).   

Furthermore, the study of street children can help expand society’s understanding 

of the developmental processes of these street children, and how these processes can 

change in extreme circumstances.  This research may lead to a greater understanding of 

how to work with abandoned, abused, and neglected children of any population.  

Research with street children may also increase awareness of how children exposed to 

poverty and deprivation are developing and how these circumstances are affecting their  
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“normal” development (Raffaelli & Larson, 1999).  It is hoped that understanding the 

development of children in these extreme circumstances may result in ways to influence 

their lives and the lives of succeeding generations.  

The purpose of this study was to look at the effect living on the street had on the 

social-emotional development of children in Cuenca, Ecuador.  The study included 

children between the ages of 7 and 12 years who frequented the streets, yet maintain 

contact with their family. Emphasis was focused on who these children’s trusted, how 

they felt safe, where they saw themselves in the future, whose family they felt a part of, 

their sense of self-esteem, and how they saw themselves contributing to their future.  A 

youth questionnaire previously developed and used by Tyler and Tyler (1991) in a study 

with street children/youth in Bogóta, Colombia served as the basis for the interview 

utilized in this study.  Their study primarily looked at youth’s perceptions of life 

situations, experiences, psychosocial characteristics, and their environments.  
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Social Emotional Development 

Theoretical Perspective 

Early social-emotional growth begins at birth and continues to develop throughout 

a lifetime.  Erikson states all children experience different societal expectations along a 

maturational timetable.  The response they have to these expectations will either aid or 

deter from their future outcomes as individuals as they answer the question, “Who am I?”  

In each stage, a child is exposed to a “psychosocial crisis.”  Erikson believed through 

these crises the child build’s an “ego identity” (Thomas, 1992).   

Erikson presented two facets of ego identity: inner-focused and outer-focused.  

The inner-focused is the knowing and accepting of oneself.  The outer-focused is the 

sharing of that self with others—the recognition of how the culture works together with 

the individual. By understanding or mastering these facets, the child is able to build or 

help construct a healthy ego identity and personality (Thomas, 1992).    

The stages of development Erikson addressed are believed to appear as the child 

is exposed to a social environment.  The social environment has a significant effect on the 

nature of the crisis that arises and on how successfully the child or adolescent masters 

each stage. Through the resolution of these crises and interactions, Erikson believed the 

child would develop ego identity and psychological health (Thomas, 1992).  Erikson 

outlined 8 stages of psychosocial development; however, in this study, the first 4 are 
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primarily addressed as they describe development from birth to 12 years of age, with the 

study focusing on ages 8 to 12 years.  The first 4 stages are trust vs. mistrust, autonomy 

vs. shame and doubt, initiative vs. guilt, and industry vs. inferiority. These 4 stages lead 

to a very important fifth stage, identity and repudiation vs. identity diffusion, during 

which the child begins to answer the question “Who am I?”      

Trust vs. mistrust 

 In this stage, the child is primarily exposed to an environment consisting of the 

maternal figure, i.e., the mother of the infant.  The child’s age in this stage is typically 

birth to 1 year. Erikson (1950) defined the general state of trust as the ability of the child 

to have confidence in the provider and also in him/herself.  Miller (2002) states, “infants 

with an attitude of trust can predict that their mother will feed them when they are hungry 

and comfort them when they are frightened or in pain” (p. 151).  However, the children 

must also develop some mistrust in order to detect danger and differentiate between 

honest and dishonest people.  In this stage, children can either develop a sense of hope or 

suspicion or even a sense of withdrawal.   

Autonomy vs. shame and doubt 

 In this stage, the children’s main environment again involves the parental person.  

This stage is believed to encompass the ages of 1 to 3 years as the children works to 

develop a sense of autonomy.  A delicate balance is needed between the children’s 

parents firmness, which will assure the children are secure and they will not allow them 

to cross boundaries, and a flexibility/patience that will allow the children to explore their 

abilities to do things for themselves (Thomas, 1992).   
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 The children must be protected from experiences that might cause shame and 

early doubt.  If the children are not protected, the children may turn against themselves.    

The children who learn to react to things by controlling them through “stubbornness and 

minute control” later can become adults who do things because they are law, not because 

they know the difference between right and wrong (Erikson, 1950, p.252).  

 Miller (2002) states, “parents create a supportive atmosphere in which the 

children can develop a sense of self-control without the loss of self-esteem” (p. 152).  In 

this stage, culture also plays a great part in the development of children’s competencies.  

The parents practice what society expects of them, and children, in turn, learn from their 

parents.  The children’s spirit can be broken if the parents are too controlling or if society 

expects from the children that which they cannot produce.  In this stage, children can 

become either individuals who are primarily self-controlled with a positive self-esteem or 

individuals who are impulsive and compulsive.  

Initiative vs. Guilt 

 Miller (2002) states, “the theme of this stage is children’s identification with their 

parents, who are perceived as big, powerful, and intrusive” (p.153).  The children in this 

stage are in a close environment with their parents, meaning the parent is someone the 

child highly respects.  The age at which this stage is experienced is considered to be 

approximately 3 to 5 years.  In this stage, the children are confronted with the type of 

person they want to be and are going to become.  

  The children in this stage are gaining skills that are more delineated.  The children 

are able to communicate more effectively, explore the environment, and begin to learn 
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more from those around them.  At this stage, the children’s imaginations are also 

expanding.  The children are believed to be having thoughts that in many ways frighten 

them.  Erikson believed in this stage the child is confronted with the Oedipal conflict.  

Erikson believed fear of impulses in this conflict causes the child to have feelings of 

guilt.  For the children to complete this stage with a healthy development, they need 

people in their environment who will understand the experiences they are facing.  

Through showing the children understanding, the people in the children’s lives 

(especially parents, family members, and teachers) can help remove feelings of guilt the 

children might experience. The children need to be able to cultivate initiative, which will 

in the future assist in the development of self-confidence (Thomas, 1992).    

Industry vs. inferiority  

 The theme of this stage is believed to be “I am what I learn” (Miller, 2002).  This 

stage is said to begin at age 6 and continue until puberty.  The child in this stage is now 

also being exposed to his/her neighborhood and school.  In this stage, the child is not 

learning just from parents but from a broader environment as well.    

  Once the children begin to explore more, their successes or failures will create in 

them a sense of either industry or inferiority.  Industry is created when the children 

accomplish tasks and are able to work on things on their own.  The children’s sense of 

inferiority is created when they are not able to accomplish things they set out to do, 

believing they cannot do anything (Miller, 2002).   

 Children can develop either competence or a sense of inadequacy and inferiority.  

Parents play a large role as well as the school in whether the children feel they have 
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completed what they set out to accomplish.  The culture also begins to take a more active 

role in the type of person the children feel they will become.   If children are not 

encouraged in tasks where they have already experienced success, they can also consider 

themselves to be insignificant.  How the children perceive themselves in this stage will 

also have a great effect on how they view themselves later in life (Thomas, 1992). 

Identity and repudiation vs. identity diffusion   

These first 4 stages of development lay the foundation for one of Erikson’s most 

important stages, identity and repudiation vs. identity diffusion, considered to take place 

during adolescence.  Children at this stage can either be led into a successful integration 

with the rest of society or be so lost they do not know who they are, either to themselves 

or to those around them.  It is through the first 4 stages that the children come to realize 

what is expected of them.  If children do not enjoy a healthy environment where they are 

able to development trust, autonomy, initiative, and industry, it is very likely they will not 

develop a healthy ego identity or be able to honestly answer the question, “Who am I?” 

(Thomas, 1992).  

Erikson and street children 

Generally, children’s emotional development is affected by the family, the 

nurturance, and the influences they receive in each of Erikson’s stages (Miller, 2002). 

When studying street children, some of the negative influences they can experience 

include severe neglect, abuse, inconsistent responses from parental figures, absence of 

caregivers, inadequate physical stimulation, lack of medical attention, unsafe 

environments, low frustration tolerance from caregivers, severe punitive responses from 
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caregivers, lack of inconsistent rules and limits, poor environmental stimuli, and extreme 

expectations (Aptekar, 1994; Drinan, 1993; Lusk, 1989; Lusk, 1992; Ortiz & Poerter, 

1992; Raffaelli, 1996) .  These influences and many more all affect how the street child 

will develop emotionally.     

 Research studies have found that when street children are exposed to negative 

circumstances such as those mentioned above, they can overcome and be resilient in 

many different ways.   For example, some children are said to have good math and 

problem-solving abilities, which help them to survive their environment (Guberman, 

1996).  However, it has not been found that these children can survive these 

circumstances without serious harm to their ability to trust others, to cherish intimacy and 

privacy, and to plan for the future (Earls & Carlson, 1999).  This problem needs to be 

addressed.  How can society embrace these children and sustain them long enough to 

assist them in transitioning from where they are to a level at which they will be active and 

constructive members of society?  Research also indicates street children suffer many, if 

not all, of these circumstances in their environment.  The question also becomes how are 

they developing within these circumstances, and how can their environment be altered so 

they can begin to receive encouraging influences?     

Street Children 

In Latin America (e.g., Brazil, Paraguay, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador), there is an 

increasing presence of children who are working, living, and apparently growing up 

outside the social institutions of family and school (Ortiz & Poertner, 1992). Researchers 

believe 40% of all children who can be classified into the various categories of street 
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children (see below) are found in Latin America alone (Raffaelli, 1996; Drinan, 1993).  

Consequently, there is an urgency to study the developmental needs of street children in 

general and to find ways in which they can be helped to become active members of 

society.   

 An exact categorical definition does not exist for the term “street child.” This has 

led to various definitions and confusing research (Aptekar, 1994; Cosgrove, 1990; Lusk, 

1992; Raffaelli, 1996).  Therefore, for the purpose of this study, “street child” will be 

defined as any child who meets the criteria expressed in the United Nations’ definition: 

“Any girl or boy…for whom the street is his or her habitual abode and/or source of 

livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, supervised, or directed by responsible 

adults” (ICCB, 1985, p. 58).  Lusk (1992) has found that approximately 70-90% of all 

street children maintain some contact with their parents over a period of time; however, 

he categorizes street children into 1 of 4 groups.  “Poor working children” make up 

12.7% of Brazilian street children working on the streets until the return of their parents 

at the end of the day. A second group of Brazil’s street children, “independent street 

workers” (51.3%), are children who are beginning to break ties with their families, 

decreasing school attendance, and experiencing greater exposure to delinquency.  A third 

group, “children of street families” (21. 4%), is composed of children whose parents also 

live and work on the streets because of poverty.  The last group, the ones considered 

“real” street children, “children of the street,” is comprised of children who have no 

contact with their family.  Lusk found in his research that about 14.6% of all street 

children could match this category.   
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 Street children, do not seem to fit into a single mold or category (Aptekar, 1994).  

They are individuals who have been exposed to circumstances that eventually lead them 

to a life on the streets.  These children are believed to progress through a process of 

development into “street children,” which eventually is characterized by a break away 

from the society in which they live (Lusk, 1989; Aptekar, 1994). 

 In his research, Aptekar (1994) reported that children very rarely begin the 

process of developing a street life before the age of 5.  These children are primarily male 

(Aptekar, 1994; Raffaelli, 1996) and are believed to come from families headed by 

women who have taught them to be independent from a very young age (Aptekar 1992).   

In Ecuador, many children between the ages of 5 and 12 years are forced to work 

on the streets (F. Vazquez, personal communication, April 7, 2003).  Working on the 

streets as a minor exposes these children, who have little or no protection, to many harsh 

physical, social, and economic elements (Lusk, Peralta, & Vest 1989).  Oliveria, 

Baizerman, and Pellet (1992) found the following: 

Chances are that: 1) many children, because of some factors that favour resilience, 

will become responsible workers like their parents and assume some other social 

acceptable lifestyle; 2) others will be sent to foster homes by their families, who 

find themselves unable to provide for their offspring with a healthy upbringing 

and development; 3) some will be left on their own and for these, peers are 

frequently the only source of help; 4) many will be recruited by drug dealers,  

 

 



 

 

 

15

initially for small jobs; 5) quite a few, working to add to family income, will 

become involved in the street subculture; and 6) many will plainly reject their 

current life conditions and try to escape, eventually going to the street. (p. 173- 

174) 

Little information is known about the factors that lead children to take different paths 

after they have been exposed to living and working under street environments.  

Reasons Children May Live on the Street  

Why do some children break ties with their families while others remain with 

their families? (Raffaelli, 1996)   There are many reasons children reside on the streets.  

The main reasons, stated throughout various studies, are the increased rates of poverty, 

abuse, and neglect (Aptekar, 1994; Ortiz & Poertner, 1992; Raffaelli, 1996).  In a study 

done in Colombia, researchers found 36% of the children studied had left home because 

of poverty, 27% because of family breakdown, and another 20% because of physical 

abuse or neglect.  Specifically in Latin America, children often reside on the streets as a 

result of a collapse of the extended family and an increase of extramarital affairs 

(Aptekar, 1994).   

Poverty in Latin America is becoming more visible in the urban areas because of 

rapid urbanization and modernization (Chavarria, 1994; Raffaelli, 1996).  Because of the 

increase in poverty, more mothers are entering the work force, families are migrating to 

larger urban areas, and family dynamics/networks are changing. These family 

adjustments are causing more and more children to be left unsupervised by their parents 

or caretakers. Children begin to explore the streets, sometimes on their way to school or 
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in a working situation to help their family, only to later be drawn to a life on the street 

(Aptekar, 1994; Lusk, 1989; Lusk, 1992; Raffaelli, 1996).   

There are very few children living on the street by choice (Ortiz & Poertner, 

1992; Aptekar, 1994); however, Oliveira et al. (1992) found some children were believed 

to leave home for the streets because they felt abandoned, neglected and lacked emotional 

support. Some street children are attracted to the street lifestyle because they desire a 

change in their own life and/or are running away from abuse in their home environment 

(Aptekar, 1994).  Future research needs to be done in this area.  

Social-emotional Development of Street Children 

Emotional development is affected by the influences in one’s life (Erikson, 1950).  

Street children are considered children, but they are expected to function in society as 

adults.  However, they are not protected legally in the same way as adults (Ortiz & 

Poertner, 1992).  From a very young age, street children are exposed to negative 

influences and environments which may not be providing them the nurturing they need.  

For example, some children are forced by their parents to help support the family by 

contributing to the family income.  In some cases, the children are not allowed back into 

the home until they produce an amount of money determined by the parent (Lusk, 1989).  

In Ecuador, street children are known to make money by selling candy, food, and 

newspapers and/or shining shoes, etc. (F. Vazquez, personal communication, April 7, 

2003; Lusk, 1989).   
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Street children many times are exposed to a society that provides them limited 

acceptance.  One of the larger problems is the public’s view of these children (Aptekar, 

1994). Aptekar (1988) found a leading journalist in Columbia, L. N. Samper, refer to 

street children as “a ‘plague’ threatening the fabric of traditional family discipline” (p. 

225).  Society tends to perceive street children as criminals.  Consequently, these children 

are accused and punished because of their resulting violent and/or criminal behavior 

(Oliveira et al., 1992).  Criminal behavior by these street children may include stealing 

food and objects to sell, selling and/or using drugs, and sometimes prostitution (Lusk 

1989; Oliveira et al.,).  These stereotypes can create self-fulfilling prophecies in the lives 

of these street children.  

According to Oliveira et al., there is also “negative labeling and blaming of the 

children” (p. 175).  In their study, Dominguez, Romero, and Paul (2000) found that of 20 

Mexican street children, most reported not liking the label “street children” because they 

felt the name implied they had no value.  Three of the children, however, reported liking 

the name because it made them feel different from others. 

 The fact that stereotypes and negative labeling about street children exists may be 

preventing society, in many circumstances, to see these street children as ordinary 

children and address appropriate intervention (Oliveira et al., 1992).  Street children are 

individuals, and they cannot be grouped as one.  Each child has been exposed to a 

different environment.  Some of these children, even when they have been exposed to  
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negative circumstances in their lives, have shown an ability to adapt remarkably well.  It 

appears street children have much to teach society about developmental resilience.  Street 

children have shown themselves to have a high degree of intelligence, a concern for the 

other, a lack of drug use, and a good self-esteem (Aptekar, 1994).   

Despite stereotyping and negative perceptions, Oliveira et al. (1992) found a 

significant percentage of the street youth saw themselves as future helpers.  In addition to 

helping other street children change, these children desired to see themselves integrated 

into society.  These children thought of the future, but if society continues to perceive a 

stereotype, expecting them to be criminals, how will these street children ever be able to 

change?  

Tyler and Tyler (1991) conducted a study on 94 street youth in Bogόta, Colombίa, 

looking primarily at their perceptions of their life situations, experiences, psychosocial 

characteristics, and their environment.  Tyler and Tyler contended, 

discovering who these youth are and what they are like may not eliminate all the 

causes and consequences of their plight.  However, it may serve to challenge 

unwarranted negative perceptions about them, redirect some of the negative 

treatment they receive, and lead to a better understanding of the development 

processes of all children as well as how they understand and cope with adversity. 

(p. 397) 

Using a structured interview, Tyler and Tyler (1991) observed the strengths and 

weaknesses of children/youth and documented their unique experiences.  They found  
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positive correlations between level of self-efficacy and levels of trust and active 

playfulness in child or/and youth.  Tyler and Tyler found this was more pronounced in 

institutions and at home, settings that would ordinarily be expected to be stable.   Similar 

studies need to be done to create greater cohesive research on social-emotional 

development. 

 Ecuador 

A country located in the western part of South America, Ecuador borders on the 

north with Colombia, on the south and east with Peru, and on the west with the Pacific 

Ocean.  The capital of Ecuador is the city of Quito.  The density of the country is 44.7 

km2 (Ecuadorian Embassy, 2003). 

 The population of Ecuador was approximately 13.5 million as of July, 2002, with 

a predicted population growth rate of 1.93%.  Approximately 35.4% of the population of 

Ecuador is considered to be under the age of 14 years (Ecuadorian Embassy, 2003).  

According to the UNICEFF (2003), Ecuador is ranked 98th in mortality rate for children 

under 5 years old. Poverty is a real concern in Ecuador, with an estimated 70% of its 

population considered to be living under the poverty level in 2001, while experiencing a 

22% inflation rate in consumer prices (World Factbook, 2002).   

 Ecuador is a country that has been experiencing a growing economic deficit.   

Reaching a higher level of foreign debt means families are suffering economically.   

According to Fundacion ChasquiNet (2003), an organization in Ecuador working with 

street children, the poorest people are suffering the worst economic situations ever to 

exist in Ecuador.  While the average cost of living is $200 a month, 30% of the 
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population in Ecuador is said to earn less that $40 per month, a little more than a dollar a 

day.  There was an estimated 14% unemployment rate in Ecuador with widespread 

underemployment estimated in 2001 (World Factbook, 2002). Changes in the economy 

are affecting families and, especially, their children.   

More children are called daily to work to help their parents.  Ecuador is said to 

have approximately 500,000 under-age children, specifically between 5 and 17 years, 

who are working (Cerca de, 2002).  In 1985, UNICEF found that in the capital of 

Ecuador, Quito, alone there were 6,000 street children who were working to make a 

living.  Of these children, 61% were working in food or candy sales; 15% worked as 

shoeshine boys, and another 14% were selling non-food items (Lusk, 1989).  

The difficult situation of street children will only continue to worsen as the 

economic situation continues to fluctuate.  In 1998, 7,119 sucres, Ecuador’s currency, 

equaled the value 1 U.S. dollar.  During that time, Ecuador was experiencing an 

economic crisis which led to the “dolarizaciόn” in 1999, freezing the sucre at 25,000 to 1 

American dollar.  The “dolarizaciόn” in Ecuador meant the national currency would no 

longer be used; instead, the American dollar would be adopted (“Cerca de,” 2002). Even 

with the change to the American dollar, the economy continues to fluctuate, still 

negatively affecting the country.  While the government continues to help the population, 

specific help for children of Ecuador is needed.  To be able to help the children, society 

must understand more about their development and, especially, their self-identity.  
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Cuenca 

Cuenca, the third largest city in Ecuador, has a population of approximately 

255,000 (World Factbook, 2002). Located in the southern region of the country, Cuenca 

has been named a city of “Patrimonio Cultural.”  Much like the Historical Society in the 

United States, “Patrimonio Cultural” dictates existing buildings and other structures 

cannot be torn down and replaced with more modern substitutions.  The city of Cuenca is 

full of history and beauty. 

Street children in Cuenca are considered to be a moving population, making it 

difficult to know its exact population of street children.  If a census were conducted in 

October, one might find more street children because the city would be celebrating a 

national holiday.  However, if a person were to conduct a census during another cities’ 

holidays, the population of street children would most likely be lower as these children 

move about in order to be where they are near large groups of people (F. Vazquez, 

personal communication, April 7, 2003). 

Most of the street children in Cuenca are between the ages of 12-20 years of age; 

however, younger children also frequent the streets of Cuenca.  Most of them have 

parents living in the area; while some have been thrust out of their homes, others have 

chosen to leave because they feel they can find a better life on the streets.  From the 

population of street children that exists right now in Cuenca, approximately 250, 80% are 

from places outside Cuenca; 90% of that 80% are from the region on the coast, with 

around 10% from “cantons,” smaller cities that surround Cuenca.  The population of 

street children in Cuenca has been increasing over the past 10 to 13 years.  In 1990, the 



 

 

 

22

first “alberge,” a type of sheltered area, was opened with only 6 utilizing it services.  

During the 1990’s, this number increased and was affected even more after the crisis of 

1999.  These children are considered to be part of the 250,000 families that live in 

extreme poverty according to the government of Ecuador.  These families are considered 

to not to have access to even a dollar a day per family.  The reactions these children 

receive in Cuenca are varied: some people help them; some abuse them physically, 

sexually, and emotionally; some people feel sorry for them; some hate them, and some 

are scared of them (F. Vazquez, personal communication, April 7, 2003). 

Methodological Implications 

 There are several methodological implications when working with or researching 

street children.   The use of standardized tests with this particular population can create 

difficulties because many times these children do not have birth certificates. The child 

and even his/her own parents may not know the exact age of the child.  Most 

standardized tests utilize chronological age, and if age cannot be correctly determined 

this can create unreliable research (Aptekar, 1994). 

Sample size can create a barrier.  The children are not always in one place at a 

time, but they tend to move around and may be found in various parts of the city.  The 

continual roaming of street children makes it hard to know the exact population and can 

prove difficult in generating accurate information.  Obtaining a random sample is 

difficult as well because children are very eager to take part in a study.  Many times street 

children will curiously approach a researcher and ask questions of their own (Hutz & 

Koller, 1999).  
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To obtain reliable data and to better understand the methodological issues, 

researchers are recommended to become familiar with the streets and population in the 

area where the study will take place.  Also, researchers need to work with the community 

agencies.  This will assure studies are more representative of the population being 

examined (Hutz & Koller, 1999).  

 There are other methodological implications of studying street children as well.   

For this reason it is important the researcher become familiar with each area and 

population to be studied and speak their language.  It is important the researcher 

understand the particular culture where the research is being conducted.  The researcher 

must also be aware of the stereotypes of the children as well.  Many street children are 

believed to not give accurate information, or to use their imagination to fabricate stories 

to give the researcher the information they believe he/she wants (Hutz and Koller, 1999; 

Aptekar, 1994, Ortiz & Poertner, 1992; F. Vazquez, personal communication, April 7, 

2003).  Nevertheless, gaining access to the perspectives of these children, is still 

important and valuable.   

Rationale for the Present Study 

  Street children can develop resilience and can survive in their environment.  

However, can they survive without serious harm to their ability to trust others or to 

cherish intimacy and privacy and to plan for the future?  Moreover and most importantly, 

can society embrace these children and sustain them long enough to assist them in 

transitioning from where they are to constructive roles and responsibilities in society 

(Earls & Carlson, 1999)? 
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 The literature has defined street children and some of the reasons why these 

children are possibly living on or frequenting the streets. Erikson stated all children 

experienced expectations from society.  Erikson’s research has shown the environment 

plays an active role in shaping children’s understanding of who they are and who they 

will later become (Thomas, 1992).  

 Tyler and Tyler (1991) conducted their research based on the assumption that 

individuals actively participate in their own lives, that each has a sense of his/her own 

self-efficacy and worth, they have an understanding of the world around them and their 

relationship to it, and they have ways of negotiating the events in their lives.   “They act 

in relationship to the supports and threats in their environment” (Tyler & Tyler, 1991, p. 

398).  Their study in Bogóta, Colombia, was based on their belief in this assumption.  

Tyler and Tyler believed discovering who these children/youth are and what they are like 

would help change negative perceptions about them, change the negative treatment they 

receive, and create a better understanding of how to help.  Street children, who are seen 

as individuals with potential for positive growth rather than as burdens to society, could 

become invaluable contributors to the social development of their area.  Exploring the 

aspirations, imaginations, and hopes for the future of street children could be a way of 

telling society about their perceptions of their current experience and about their future 

(and society’s) (Oliveira et al., 1992).  

To understand street children, researchers must be able to know more about them, 

and the children of Ecuador are no exception.  No studies, to this point, have documented 

the socio-emotional development of the street children in Cuenca, Ecuador.   Research of 
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this particular population would not only aid in helping the children of Ecuador, but it 

could also further the study of development of street children in general.  Hutz and Koller 

(1999) state that replication of research in different areas and different environments will 

increase confidence in what is being written. 

  The purpose of this study was to look at the effects living on the street had on 

the social-emotional development of children in Cuenca, Ecuador.  While the study 

sought to discover who these children were, it primarily observed the levels of trust these 

children felt in the various contexts of their lives, their level of safety, where they saw 

themselves in the future, what made a place feel like a home, their sense of self-esteem, 

and how they saw themselves contributing to their future.  The research instrument used 

in this study was a modified youth questionnaire previously developed by Tyler and 

Tyler (1991) in a study with street children/youth in Bogóta, Colombia, that examined 

youth’s perceptions of life situations, experiences, psychosocial characteristics, and their 

environments.  
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Chapter III 

METHODOLOGY 

Participants 

Participants in this study included 6 males and 5 females all between the ages of 

7-12 years, who sought the services of “Aurora,” a private organization based in Cuenca 

that provides services for needy children and families (e.g., food, clothing, general 

information). Of the 11 children, there were 3 sets of siblings, all were from a lower 

social economic status, and all were considered to frequent the streets of Cuenca, 

Ecuador.  Consent was requested orally from each child, who remained anonymous. 

Additionally, representative consent was also requested from parents and the directors of 

Aurora. This manner of obtaining informed consent for the participants of minors in 

research with street populations is standard to the field and guidelines for working with 

human subjects (M. Raffaelli, personal communication, April 3, 2003).   

Measures 

The measure used in this study was adapted from a structured two-hour interview 

developed by Tyler and Tyler (1991) and the street workers of Bogóta, Colombia, for a 

study of street youth in Bogóta between the years of 1982-1987.  Because the interview 

was later used in studying immigrant children/youth in the United States, the 

demographic information was changed (F. B. Tyler, personal communication, April 14, 

2003).   
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The interview consisted of open-ended questions to obtain information about the 

children’s background, ways of surviving, wishes and goals, fears and frustrations, 

thoughts about themselves and their world, and strategies for organizing their lives.  For 

the purposes of this study, the Tyler and Tyler (1991) interview was translated into 

Spanish and then modified to make the demographic information more applicable to the 

population of street children in Cuenca, Ecuador.  Information regarding the health of the 

participants was also modified from the original questionnaire so that only those 

questions addressing general health and the use of  drugs and alcohol were included (see 

Appendix C). 

Measures of psychosocial competence included in the interview assessed variables of 

self-efficacy, self-world, and behavioral attributes.  Self-efficacy (i.e., self-respect, 

control of life, happiness, self-honesty, self-trust) was evaluated using responses to Items 

62-73, 104-121, 128-133 of the interview; self-world (i.e., sense of belonging, concern 

for others, cooperation, respect for authority, sharing) was evaluated using responses to 

interview Items 74-85, 140-145, 152-163; and behavioral attributes (i.e., resourcefulness, 

independence, leadership, planning, work) were evaluated using responses to Items 86-

103, 122-127, 146-151 of the interview.   Environmental variables included personal 

supports (i.e., affection, assistance, protection, fellowship, respect, friends trust -- Items 

134-139, 164-193), physical supports (i.e., clothing, food, shelter, health care, hygiene,  
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facilities -- Items 239-257), personal threats (i.e., danger from other people, danger from 

authorities, revenge from victims -- Items 194-203, 209-213), and physical threats (i.e., 

chance of accidents, danger from infection and diseases -- Items 204-208, 214-218). 

Items 219-238 were not discussed in this study. 

For each of the psychosocial competence variables, participants were asked to rate 

their responses using a 5-point Likert scale: low (1), medium low (2), medium (3), 

medium high (4), or high (5).  To aid participants in this task, each was provided a set of 

5 flash cards, each containing a number ranging from 1 to 5.  Participants then indicated 

their responses to each item by pointing to the flash card containing the appropriate 

number.  Each of the variables was assessed separately for the follow contexts: home, 

street, school, and Aurora. 

Procedures 

The researcher spent 2 weeks working with the staff of Aurora and observing the 

environment. Though no data was collected, rapport was established with the children, 

especially since they observed the researcher on a daily basis with the individuals who 

worked with them.  At the end of the 2 weeks, consent letters were sent home with each 

child.  After returning the parental consent letter, each child was asked to participate in an 

individual interview with the researcher in a small private area at Aurora.  The questions 

were asked uniformly to each child, and each child was given the opportunity to respond 

to the researcher regarding his or her opinions and feelings.   

Data collection lasted for a period of 2 weeks.  In each interview, the child was told 

his/her participation was completely voluntary and answers would be kept confidential.   
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The children were asked to answer all questions; however, each child was advised he/she 

could choose not respond to any question or situation at any time, if preferred.  The 

children were also advised they could withdraw from the study at any time without 

penalty. 

Each interview was conducted in Spanish at Aurora and recorded on audiotape while 

the researcher took written notes. Each child was assigned a code number used to match 

the researcher’s notes with the audiotape of the interview.  At the beginning of each 

interview, the child was asked permission to audiotape the session. The child was also 

provided a paper clip during the interview to play with while he or she answered the 

questions in that manipulation of a paper clip often relieves anxiety in children. At the 

end of the interview the children were also given the opportunity to ask the researcher 

questions.  
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

The data obtained from the interviews is presented in the following 11 cases studies.  

Each case study includes demographic information for each participant including the 

child’s living situation at the time of data collection, whether the child had been 

institutionalized at any time, his/her lifestyle, wishes, future desires, and each 

participant’s love experiences (i.e., who each felt had loved him/her and who, if anyone, 

each had loved).   In addition, the case study also contains information regarding each 

participant’s health, drug use, awareness of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and 

AIDS, and each participant’s attitudes and opinions as related to individual psychosocial 

competence and the environment.   

For each variable regarding psychosocial competence, an overall mean score was 

obtained for each participant.  For purposes of interpreting the scoring, a score of 1 

indicated a low level of each specific competence, while a score of 5 indicated a high 

level of competence.  For example, for self-efficacy, each participant’s mean score 

reflects the average of the ratings each assigned to items regarding self-respect, control of 

life, happiness, self-honesty, and self-trust (see Appendix B, Table 1).  These values are 

reported in the case studies that follow.  General population means for each variable are 

reported in the following graph.   
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Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.9        4.46     3.6 

 Street         2.0        2.36     0.6 

 School         3.56        3.48     4.4 

 Aurora         4.18*        3.82*     4.0* 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      3.95      4.54*     2.1      2.45 

 Street      2.5      1.9*      2.8      2.6 

 School      3.7      2.8*      2.3      2.3 

 Aurora      3.6*      3.74*     2.2*      2.1 

(* Items not answered by some of the children, see individual case studies) 

 The children in this study report greater feelings of self-efficacy (i.e., self-respect, 

control of life, happiness, self-honesty, self-trust) at home and lower self-efficacy on the 

street.  For the children as a whole, their greatest feeling of self-world (i.e., sense of 

belonging, concern for others, cooperation, respect for authority, sharing) appeared to be 

at home, with their lowest feelings on the street.  They reported their highest behavioral 

attributes (i.e., resourcefulness, independence, leadership, planning, work) to be at school 

and, again, their lowest to be on the street.   

 In their environmental variables, the children demonstrated higher personal 

supports (i.e., affection, assistance, fellowship, protection, respect, trust of friends) at 
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home and lower personal supports on the street.  They reported their greater physical 

supports (i.e., clothing, facilities, food, health care, hygiene, shelter) to be at home and 

reported the lower physical supports to be on the street.  The children reported their 

highest personal threats (i.e., danger from authorities, danger from people, revenge from 

victims) to be on the street and their lowest personal threats to be in their home.  The 

children, as a group, reported their greatest physical threats (i.e., chance of accidents, 

danger from diseases, danger from infections) to be on the street and their lowest physical 

threats to be at Aurora. 

 Case studies for each participant appear below.   
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Case Studies 

Case Study No. 1:  “Pepe” 

“Pepe” was a 7-year-old boy born in Cuenca, the second born child in his family. 

At the time of data collection, “Pepe” lived with his mother and 2 sisters; he indicated his 

father to be dead.   “Pepe” reported he liked living in his home. While he was not able to 

say what he thought made a place feel like a home, he did indicate he liked being able to 

play with his ball at his home.  “Pepe” also stated he had left home, meaning he ran away 

from home, once because “they wanted to hit me,” saying he had left with his sister, 

“Rosa,” (see Case Study No. 2).  The two siblings traveled to Quito, the capital of 

Ecuador, where they stayed for an unspecified period of time.  “Pepe” reported he had 

never stayed in a home for run away children or in an involuntary institution.  “Pepe” 

indicated his mother was responsible for him and that she loved him.  When asked how 

he knew his mother loved him, “Pepe” stated, “because, she is my mom.” 

At the time of data collection, “Pepe” was attending school, in the second grade.  

When asked, he indicated what he liked about school was doing homework, but least 

enjoyed “them to hit him.”  When he was not working or in school, “Pepe” enjoyed 

playing ball.  He indicated he did not do anything to help himself financially and was not 

responsible for someone else.  “Pepe” stated he had not loved, and when he needed help, 

he indicated he went to the office of the principal at his school. 

If he could wish for 3 things in the world, “Pepe” said he would wish for a 

building, a bicycle, and a doll.  In the future “Pepe” would like to be a mechanic, and he 

said that to be able to do this he would have to learn.  
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 “Pepe” reported his health was average, saying he got sick “a little bit,” usually 

with dizzy spells.  When he was sick, “Pepe” indicated he usually went to the doctor at 

the pharmacy.  He stated he had never used drugs and did not know how people obtained 

AIDS. 

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.2        4.8      3.6 

 Street         1.2        0.8      0.6 

 School         4.2        2.8      4.4 

 Aurora         4.6        5.0      4.0 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      3.5      4.6      3.6      3.0 

 Street      1.0      2.0*      3.6      2.0 

 School      3.0      2.2      3.6      3.5 

 Aurora      4.1      3.4      4.0      2.5 

(* No answer for item 245 of interview, said he did not know) 

Researcher’s observations  

Even though “Pepe” reported his greatest sense of self-efficacy and self-world 

was at Aurora, he appeared to view Aurora as both a place of personal and physical 

support.  He also indicated he saw Aurora as a source of personal threat.  In addition,  
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when compared with the other children, “Pepe” indicated higher personal threats in his 

life.  “Pepe” also indicated he did not like home, yet his highest rating for his self-world 

and physical support were both in his home environment. 
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Case Study No. 2: “Rosa” 

“Rosa” was the 11-year-old sister of “Pepe”.  “Rosa” was born in Quito, the 

firstborn child in her family.  At the time of data collection, “Rosa” lived in Cuenca with 

her mother, brother, and sister.  “Rosa” indicated her father did not live with the family, 

but instead he lived with “another woman.”  (Note: “Pepe” had indicated his father was 

reported to be dead.)  “Rosa” indicated her family cared for a house for other people and 

reported that while she would not choose to live in this home, she had been told she had 

to live there.  Nevertheless, when asked what she liked most about her home, she 

responded, “everything,” then indicated she least liked the door, saying she was scared 

someone would enter the home and rob the family.  What made a place feel like home for 

“Rosa” was that the house be her own, for it to be clean, and for there not to be thieves.  

“Rosa” reported she had left her home once with her brother, “Pepe,” saying her 

mother had hit her in the past.  She also indicated the street was unpleasant.    

“Rosa” had never lived in a home for runaway children or an involuntary 

institution.  She reported her mother was responsible for her, and when she needed help 

with something she went to the various individuals at Aurora, “to everyone” (e.g., her 

mother, brother, educators, this researcher, etc.).  “Rosa” reported she had loved and 

indicated a boy in the market place had loved her.  When asked how she knew this, she 

responded it was by the way he had teased and “bothered” her. 

  “Rosa” attended school, working at the fifth grade level.  She reported she liked 

nothing about school.  She indicating the teacher was mean, and children fought and 

insulted her.  However, she did like her former school and everyone there.     
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When “Rosa” was not working or in school she enjoyed playing in the park, 

particularly spending time on the see-saw and playing hide-and-seek.  When asked what 

she did to help herself financially, she stated she washed plates in her home, and sold 

things at the market place (e.g., corn, lemons, and vegetables).  She indicated all 

members of her family worked, “my little sister, my brother and my mom.”  “Rosa” was 

responsible for her home.  During school vacation, she cares for a little baby.   

“Rosa’s” listed her 3 wishes as (1) for the world to be a cleaner place, no thieves, 

no drug addicts, (2) for the world to be a happy place, not sad, no kidnappers, and (3) for 

everyone to obey God and not mock Him.  In the future, “Rosa” said she would like to 

have things clean and to study and do “other things” she could not remember.  She 

indicated that to be able to do these things she would have to work ahead and continue 

studying.  

“Rosa” reported that her health was average, saying she got coughs and colds.  

She reported having had one serious injury when her foot was burned.  She reported 

when she needed help when she was sick, she went to Aurora.  Further, “Rosa” believed 

the way people obtained AIDS was when “one lies down with another man and he has 

AIDS.”  Her way of protecting herself, she said, was by “watching herself from men.”  

She said she had not used drugs, but had tasted cigarettes once in her “time of mischief.” 
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Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         4.2        4.8      4.2 

 Street         0.6        1.8      1.2 

 School         3.4        3.6      3.6 

 Aurora         4.2        3.0      4.0 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      4.4      5.0      0.6      2 

 Street      3.5      1.8      5.0      5.0 

 School      4.7      2.75      1.6      5.0 

 Aurora      4.8      4.2      1.6      2.5 

Researcher’s observations 

 To provide the reader with greater insight into these children, this case study has 

been expanded.  “Rosa” is a child who came to Aurora on a regular basis.  On all 

occasions she was observed wearing her school uniform, perhaps because “Rosa” 

generally wore these clothes during the week and came to Aurora after school each day.  

On the other hand, her decision to wear her uniform to Aurora might be indication of the 

importance of school in her life, or her uniform might have represented her “best dress” 

and she wanted to dress well for the staff at Aurora.  When asked to participate in the 

study, “Rosa” seemed very excited to be included.  She appeared eager for her mother to 

sign the consent to participate and returned it as soon as possible. This behavior could 



 

 

 

39

have represented “Rosa’s” desire to be included in activities and interact with the others. 

“Rosa” did not seem to make friends easily at Aurora, appearing to play more with the 

educators and adults than with the other children.     

  At times “Rosa” appeared to be very protective of her brother, “Pepe;” in fact 

they each appeared to take care of the other and help accomplish daily routines.  This 

protective behavior might be a result of her high sense of personal and physical threats on 

the street.  However, she also appeared to have some sense of confidence in her abilities 

to protect herself and her brother and to function well on the street, as demonstrated in 

her behavior of leaving home with her brother and traveling with him to Quito. “Rosa” 

also appeared to take responsibility for her younger sister (approximately 4 years of age) 

in that she would often bring the sister to Aurora with her.                                                          

“Rosa” answered all questions asked of her and at the end of the interview again 

asked about the purpose of research.  She seemed to be very happy to have been able to 

participate.  “Rosa” reported lower responses for self-efficacy and self-world for the 

street in comparison with her other responses, perhaps related to her feelings of the street 

being unpleasant.  However, she did indicate higher personal supports on the street in 

comparison to the group as a whole.   “Rosa” also found people gave her high affection 

and love on the street; this could be explained by the love she feels from the boy at the 

market place. 
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“Rosa” indicated she liked everything, and this is represented in her responses 

regarding her home environment.  She appeared to dislike school, but in comparison to 

the group as a whole she demonstrated higher personal supports in her school.  She 

demonstrated higher personal supports compared to the group as a whole, and this could 

be representative in the fact that she goes to everyone when she needs help.  
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Case Study No. 3:  “Jenny” 

“Jenny” was an 8-year-old girl born in Cuenca; she was the firstborn child in her 

family. She lived with her mother in a house and did not report any information about her 

father other than he did not live with her and her mother. She did not share why she chose 

to live in her home with her mom and she said she did not know what made a place feel 

like home. What she liked most about her house was her bed; she least liked the 

television. 

“Jenny” had never stayed in a home for runaway children or an involuntary 

institution.  She initially stated no one was responsible for her; however, she then 

indicated her mother was.  When she needed help she went to her mother.  “Jenny” said 

no one had loved her.  

At the time of data collection, “Jenny” was attending school in the fourth grade.  

She reported what she most liked about school was to play and what she least liked was 

to study.  To help herself financially she indicated she did “favors” for people (e.g., 

helping her grandmother do things around the house).  

“Jenny’s” 3 wishes include her desire to be a doctor/technologist, a teacher, and to 

have her own home.   In the future Jenny reported she would like to be a doctor and 

indicated that to be able to do this she would have to study.   

“Jenny” reported she had good health, but occasionally had the flu.  She had not 

had any severe injuries, but indicated she went to the hospital to see the doctor when she 

became ill.  She stated she had never used drugs and did not know how people obtained 

AIDS.  
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Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.6        4.4      3.0 

 Street         2.6        3.2      2.4 

 School         2.4        2.8      3.0 

 Aurora         4.0        4.2      3.8 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      3.4      5.0*      2.3      1.5 

 Street      3.1      3.0*       3.0        2.5 

 School      3.5      4.0*         3.6         3.5 

 Aurora      5.0      4.25*       5.0      4.5 

(* No answers for items 234-237 of interview/information on shelter) 

Researcher’s observations 

Even though “Jenny” found greatest self-efficacy and high self-world at Aurora, 

she also appeared to view Aurora both high in personal and physical threats.  “Jenny” 

also indicated high personal supports in comparison to the rest of the group. However, 

she stated in her interview that no one had ever loved her. 
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Case Study No. 4:  “Tomás” 

“Tomás” was a 10-year-old boy born in Cuenca, the ninth child born in his 

family.  He reported he lived with his mother, father, 2 sisters (see Case Study No. 7), 

and 1 brother.  He also indicated he had 3 other sisters and 1 brother, all of whom were 

married.  When asked why he chose to live in his home, he replied, “I don’t like living 

there, but we have to, because my aunt is living out of the country.”  When asked what he 

liked most about his house, he replied, “nothing;” however, what he disliked was his 

grandmother.  For “Tomás,” what made a place feel like a home was his brother. 

“Tomás” had never stayed in a home for runaway children or in an involuntary 

institution.  He stated his mother, father, and sisters were responsible for him.  He 

indicated he had loved someone and he had been loved.  He reported his teacher had 

loved him, saying he knew this because he had failed in school some years, but the 

teacher would take him back and help him.  He also reported the teacher would hit other 

children, but not him.  When “Tomás” needed help, he said he would go to his 

grandmother and godmother.  He said his grandmother would on occasion give him 

money to go to Aurora (i.e., money for the bus).  At the time of data collection, “Tomás” 

was attending the third grade. He reported he did not like anything about his school, 

particularly when the teacher “hit.”  When he was not working he enjoyed playing soccer 

and going to school.  “Tomás” helped his father sell locks, knives, and many other items 

on the street.  He stated he occasionally felt responsible for his father.  When he was 

asked where his father lived, “Tomás” stated his father lived with the family and that his 

father’s legs “had been cut off.” 
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“Tomás” initially indicated he was not sure what his 3 wishes would be, then 

added he would like a play station, a motorcycle and, on occasion, he would like to help 

other people.  In the future “Tomás” was not sure what he would like to do, but stated he 

would like to be a mason.  To do this, he said he would have to grow.  

“Tomás” indicated his health was average, sometimes getting a cold or the flu.  

“Tomás” reported he had had a serious head injury that had almost killed him. When he 

was ill, “Tomás” said he went to the clinic and the hospital.  He indicated he had used 

drugs, alcohol and cigarettes, saying “I only tried them once; my mom saw me and 

spanked me.”  He did not know how people obtained AIDS. 

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.2        3.2      2.6 

 Street         1.8        2.0      2.4 

 School         3.6        3.6      2.4 

 Aurora         3.4        3.2      3.2 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      3.0      4.8      4      4.5 

 Street      2.0      0.2      3      3 

 School      2.8      2.5      0.6      1.5 

 Aurora      3.0      2.8      2.3      1.5 
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Researcher’s observations 

“Tomás” reported high personal and physical threats at home.  This could be 

representative of his head injury that was reported by educators to have occurred at home.  

He also stated he liked nothing about school, but in comparison to his other reports, 

school appeared to be where he had greatest self-efficacy.  Additionally, school was a 

place where he felt lower personal threats in comparison to his other environments and to 

the group as a whole.  
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Case Study No. 5:  “Luis” 

“Luis,” an 11-year-old boy, was born in Esmeraldas (a city on the coast of 

Ecuador); he was the firstborn child in his family. He lived in a rented room with his 

mother, stepfather, and sister.  “Luis” reported he would not choose to live there, but his 

family did because the room was close to school.  What made a place feel like home for 

him was his mother and stepfather. “Luis” reported what he liked most about his home 

was that he was able to watch television; what he liked least about his home was to have 

to study.  “Luis” reported he had almost left his home for a period of time because he had 

been teasing his sister and his mother, consequently, “kicked him out of the house.”  

However, he was not gone for very long. 

“Luis” had never stayed in a home for runaway children or in an involuntary 

institution.  He initially stated the opinion that no one was responsible for him, but then 

indicated his mother was.  He also said he felt responsible for his mother.  When he 

needed help, “Luis” reported he did not go to anyone.  He expressed he had loved 

someone, his girlfriend.  He reported his mother and girlfriend had both loved him, 

saying he knew his mom loved him because she did not hit him and she gave him 

understanding.    

“Luis” was attending school, working in the fourth grade.  What he most liked 

about school was to be with his girlfriend; what he least liked about school was his 

teacher and to be sent “out of the school.”  When he was not working or going to school, 

“Luis” liked to play ball, clean the room, and read a book.  “Luis” had done construction 

work and sometimes borrowed money to help himself financially.  



 

 

 

47

When asked what his 3 wishes would be, “Luis” was initially unsure, then, with 

the help of a friend, he said a bicycle, play station, and stereo system.  He then asked if he 

would be receiving these items.  In the future, “Luis” would like to be a police officer, 

and he said to be able to do this he would have to work and study.  

“Luis” reported his health was good.  He said he got sick “a little bit,” saying he 

normally had coughs, stomachaches, headaches, and general infections.   He had not had 

any serious injuries, and when he was sick, he said he normally went to his mother.  

They, at times, would go to a clinic. When asked if he had ever used drugs, “Luis” 

indicated he had, saying he had tried a cigarette the day before the interview, that he had 

only tasted it once and it was good.  He reported the way people acquired AIDS was by 

having sexual relations; the way he could protect himself from AIDS was by not having 

sexual relations.  Note:  “Luis” had his friend’s help with questions in this section of the 

interview.  
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Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         4.4        3.8      4.8 

 Street         2.6        2.4      3.0 

 School         4.0        3.6      4.2 

 Aurora         4.4        3.2      3.8 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      4.2      5.0      2.0      1.5 

 Street      3.2      1.8      1.0      1.0 

 School      3.5      3.5      3.0      1.5 

 Aurora      4.2      4.2      0.3      1.0 

 
Researcher’s Observations 

“Luis” appeared to have high personal supports from others, in contrast to his 

interview statements that he did not go to anyone when he needed help.   He especially 

showed higher supports for the streets in comparison to the other children in general.   
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Case Study No. 6:  “Isac” 

“Isac” was an 11-year-old boy born in Cuenca, the firstborn child in his family.  

He lived with his mother, father, 2 brothers, and a young girl.  The family rented a room, 

and when asked what he liked and did not like about his house, “Isac” stated he did not 

know.  “Isac” reported he had left his home for a while when he was 10 years old, saying 

his mother had been having a baby and he had “bothered” her at home.  While away from 

home, he had lived in an involuntary institution for children.  In the home he had liked 

that they had toys, parks, and movies available to watch, but he had not liked the food.  

He also reported “they would hit them.”  

At the time of data collection, “Isac” was attending the seventh grade.  He 

indicated he liked his good classmates, but disliked the principal being mean with the 

teachers and children by expelling them.   “Isac” reported he had worked to help himself 

financially in the past, saying he had shined shoes and had also worked with his cousin 

for their uncle who paid them $5 to $6. When he was not working or studying, “Isac” 

reported he liked to play soccer, basketball, and run track.  He also said he liked to do 

other things, but he did not have the “spirit/mind to work.” 

“Isac” stated he was at the time responsible for his mother who had had an 

operation and for his brothers because they would get into mischief, “I have to watch 

them.” He also indicated he helped his cousin who was little and poor, “He lost his 

parents, you see, so I will send him a little bit of money with a cousin, or I will give it to 

my grandmother to give it to him.  I will give him 25 cents, 50 cents, depending on what I 

have.  When I see him, I know that they have given it to him [his cousin] because he will 
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say, ‘Hello, thank you for what you gave me.’” When asked if someone was responsible 

for him, “Isac” said the girl who lived with his family was, saying she had “just come a 

little while ago.”  He continued to explain that his father would come sometimes, that he 

worked away from the city so he was not really there.    

“Isac’s” 3 wishes included having a home that belonged to him, for his mother to 

be healed, and, finally, “I don’t know what else, don’t know.”  In the future he said he 

would like to be someone who worked in a bank with computers.  He also said he would 

like to work in an auto body shop, as does his cousin.  He said he knew that to be able to 

do this, he would have to work, study in school, and earn an undergraduate degree.    

“Isac” reported he had loved someone, his cousin who also loved him.  When 

asked how he knew his cousin loved him, he said because his cousin would come looking 

for him to play, he would ask his mother for permission, and they would do things 

together and for each other.   

“Isac” reported his health was average.  He indicated he developed coughs and 

colds and, at times, he had stomachaches, headaches and his feet and hands hurt.  He had 

not had any serious injuries, saying when he was sick he went to his grandmother who 

had medicines.   He said he had not used drugs or alcohol, but he had tried cigarettes once 

at a party with his cousins. “Isac” stated he did not know how people obtained AIDS. 
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Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.8        4.4      3.4 

 Street         1.8        2.8      1.0 

 School         3.8        4.8      4.0 

 Aurora         4.8        4.6      4.8 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      4.2      4.6      2.6      2.5 

 Street      2.1      2.6      2.3      2.5 

 School      4.0      2.5      3.3      1.5 

 Aurora      5.0      3.6      2.0      2.0 

Researcher’s observations:  

 “Isac” indicated his self-world was approximately the same for school and at 

home.  He reported greater personal support at school and significant behavioral attribute 

differences; however, school was where he reported the greatest personal threat   He also 

demonstrated high behavioral support in comparison to the group as a whole at Aurora.   
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Case Study No. 7:  “Anna” 

“Anna” was the older sister of “Tomás” (see Case Study No. 4); she was 11 years 

old and was born in Cuenca.  She was the seventh child born in her family.  “Anna” lived 

with her mother, father, 2 sisters, 2 brothers, and 1 niece.  When asked why she chose to 

live there, she stated, “My parents live there, and they have to take care of me.”  What 

she reported liking most about her home was her bed, and what she liked least was to 

have to do things.  For “Anna,” what made a place feel like home was family and the fact 

they were all together.   

Anna had never stayed in a home for runaway children or an involuntary 

institution.  She stated her parents were responsible for her, that she loved them and they 

loved her. The way “Anna” knew her parents loved her, she stated, was because “they 

give me everything that is necessary and because they give me affection/love.”  She felt 

responsible for her brother and watched over him.  

 “Anna” was attending school; she was in the seventh grade.  When asked what 

she liked about her school, she responded the playing courts and the subjects; she least 

liked the teachers.  When she needed help, she indicated she went to her parents and to 

school.  She worked helping her parents to sell items.  When she was not working or 

studying, she liked to go to Aurora.   

“Anna’s” 3 wishes included to be to able to buy herself 2 cars, a court, and a swimming 

pool. In the future “Anna” would like to be a lawyer, and she said that to be able to do 

that, she would have to study. 



 

 

 

53

“Anna” reported she had good health, saying she really did not get any illnesses 

except she sometimes caught a cold.  She had never had a severe injury, and she normally 

went to her parents and the hospital when she was sick.  “Anna” reported she had never 

used drugs and stated people got AIDS when they “had relations.”  “Anna” indicated the 

way she could protect herself from AIDS was to not have relations.   

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         5.0        4.8      3.8 

 Street         3.4        3.8      2.6 

 School         2.6        3.2      4.4 

 Aurora         3.4        2.2      3.6 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      4.4      5.0      0.3      1.5 

 Street      4.4      1.6      3.3      2.5 

 School      4.1      3.5      0.6      3.0 

 Aurora      3.7      2.8      1.0      3.5 

Researcher’s Observations 

“Anna” indicated she received the same personal support at home as on the street, 

which appears to be high.  She also demonstrated a higher level of self-world on the 

street in comparison to the group as a whole. “Anna” indicated her lower level of self-

world to be at Aurora; however, that was where she liked to spend her time when she was 
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not working or in school.   “Anna” further demonstrated higher feelings of physical threat 

at Aurora in comparison to the group as a whole and also in comparison to her response 

of physical threats on the street.   



 

 

 

55

Case Study No. 8:  “Isabel” 

“Isabel” was an 8-year-old girl born in Cuenca; she was the third born child in her 

family.  “Isabel” lived with her mother, father, 2 sisters, and brother.  They lived in a 

house in the outskirts of Cuenca.  The reason she chose to live in her home was because it 

was nice there.  What she loved most about her home were the flowers, saying there was 

nothing she did not like.  What made a place feel like a home to “Isabel” was the 

furnishings, the house, the bed, the toys, the closet, and the animals.   

“Isabel” had never stayed in a home for runaway children or in an involuntary 

institution.  She stated her mother was responsible for her, and she was responsible for 

her mom as well.  She reported her mother had loved her, saying she knew her mother 

had loved her in that she gave “Isabel” affection/love, indicating this was in the past.  

“Isabel” loved her mother and father, and when she needed help she said she went to her 

father.   

“Isabel” was attending school, working in the third grade.  She indicated in school 

she most liked her friends and teacher and added there was nothing she did not like about 

school.  When she was not studying, “Isabel” said she enjoyed playing with her dolls and 

on the swings in the park. 

 If “Isabel” could have 3 wishes, she would wish to be happy and would like for 

“those three wishes to come true.”  In the future, she would like “to buy [her]self 

whatever” and the way she would be able to do this was by running.   

“Isabel” reported her health was average, saying she developed coughs and fever 

on occasion.  She had had a serious injury, saying “amoebas came to my stomach.”  
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When she was sick, she usually went to the clinic.  “Isabel” reported to never have used 

drugs, and she did not know how people developed AIDS.  

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         4.4        5.0      5.0 

 Street         0.4        0.0      0.0 

 School         4.6        4.6      4.2 

 Aurora         5.0        5.0      5.0 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      5.0      5.0      0.0      2.5 

 Street      0.0      1.0      1.6      2.5 

 School      4.7      3.5      0.0      0.0 

 Aurora      5.0      5.0      0.0      0.0 

Researcher’s observations 

In comparison to the group as a whole, “Isabel” showed higher personal supports 

at home, at school, and at Aurora.  She appeared to find no personal supports on the 

street.  She also indicated no personal threats at home, at school, or at Aurora.  “Isabel” 

also indicated Aurora to be a place where she had higher self-efficacy, self-world, 

behavioral attributes, personal supports and physical supports, when compared to her 

other responses.   
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Case Study No. 9:  “Saúl” 

“Saúl,” “Isabel’s” brother (see Case Study No. 8), was an 11-year-old boy born in 

Cuenca; he was the second born child in his family.  “Saúl” indicated he lived with his 

mother, father, and 3 sisters. When asked why he chose to live at home, he stated, 

“because.” What “Saúl” reported he most liked about his home was to study; what he 

least liked was to study.  He felt being at Aurora made a place feel like home because 

there were educators at Aurora.  When asked if he felt at home at Aurora, he indicated he 

did.   

“Saúl” had never stayed in a home for runaway children or in an involuntary 

institution. He indicated he felt responsible for his mother, and he felt she watched over 

him.  When asked if he had loved someone, “Saúl” said he had not.  When asked if 

someone had ever loved him, “Saúl” said he did not know.  He stated the way he would 

know if someone loved him would be that that person would give him affection, like 

hugs, smiles, etc., smiling as he answered. When “Saúl” needed help, he said he went to 

Aurora.  “Saúl” reported he occasionally sold suckers to help himself financially.   

At the time of data collection, “Saúl” was attending the fourth grade.  He 

indicated what he liked most about school was to study and play and what he disliked 

most was to miss school.  When he was not working or going to school, “Saúl” enjoyed 

playing sports.  If he could have 3 wishes, “Saúl” said he would wish for a bicycle, 

skateboard, and a car.  In the future, he was not sure what he would like to do.  

“Saúl” reported having bad health, saying he had epilepsy that had frightened his 

mother when he was younger.  He also reported he got coughs.  “Saúl” said he had had a 
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serious injury once when he broke his foot.  When he was sick, he usually went to the 

clinic, and he also on occasion went to Aurora.  He said he had never used drugs, and he 

did not know how people obtained AIDS.  

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.8        4.6      4.2 

 Street         1.0        2.4      2.4 

 School         4.0        2.8      3.6 

 Aurora         5.0        5.0      5.0 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      4.0      4.8      1.0      0.5 

 Street      1.8      1.2      2.3      3.0 

 School      2.7      1.5      2.6      0.5 

 Aurora      5.0      3.2      3.0      1.0 

Researcher’s observations 

Even though “Saúl” appeared to have greater self-efficacy, self-world, behavioral 

attributes, and personal supports at Aurora, he found this environment to have the 

greatest personal threats for him.  Aurora also appeared to be a place where he found high 

self-efficacy and behavioral attributes in comparison with the group as a whole.  “Saúl” 

reported not knowing whether someone had loved him, yet he indicated high levels of 

personal supports at Aurora, which he stated made a place feel like home.  “Saúl” 
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acknowledged liking school and did not like missing it; yet he showed approximately the 

same self-world for school as he did for the street, and he reported almost the same 

response for personal supports as he did for personal threats at the school.   
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Case study No. 10:”María” 

“María” was a 12-year-old girl born in Cuenca, the second born child in her 

family.  At the time of data collection, “María” lived with her mother, stepfather, 2 

brothers, and her sister-in-law.  She did not mention her father.  “María” reported 

choosing to live in her home because it was in the country.  What she liked most about 

her home was that her sister-in-law lived with them.  What she liked least was for them to 

hit her.  What made a place feel like home for “María” was for the place to be happy.  

“María” shared she had left home, saying she had lived with a woman not related to the 

family for a period of about 5 months, but had then returned home.   

“María” did report having stayed in a home for children and said what she had 

liked the most about this home was when the children would beat on the windows in their 

dormitory; what she liked the least was for them to leave when she did something (i.e., 

when she did something wrong or did not do what they wanted her to do). 

“María” did not feel responsible for anyone and reported her aunts were 

responsible for her.  She did not report whether she had been loved, she responded only 

with tears.  “María” reported her classmates had loved her.  When asked how she knew 

this, she responded it was   because they helped her.   

At the time of the interview, “María” reported she was not attending school 

because she was not feeling well and because “they” had made her mad.  She reported 

she was going to go back to school after a week.  “María” indicated what she liked most 

about school was to have “lots” of friends and classmates and what she liked least was for 

people to draw on her books.   
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When “María” was not working or going to school she enjoyed “gathering grass” 

at her house (i.e., grass to feed the animals or for playing in outside).  When asked what 

she did to help herself financially, she stated she helped her godparents and her mother to 

sell potato chips.   

“María” listed her 3 wishes as (1) for them to by her clothes, (2) for her sister-in-

law not to be pregnant, (3) if her sister-in-law was pregnant for her to stop drinking 

“trago” (i.e., liquor).   In the future, “María” said she would like to do nothing.   

“María” reported her health was poor, saying she got stomachaches, toothaches, 

feet aches; she also reported to have flues, colds, and stomach infections.  She reported 

having had one serious injury when she had cut her hand.  She reported when she needed 

help when she was sick, she went to the clinic close to her home.   “María” stated she had 

never used drugs, and she did not know how people obtained AIDS.   



 

 

 

62

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         3.6        4.8      2.0 

 Street         3.0                   3.0      1.8 

 School         2.2        2.0      2.8 

 Aurora         3.25        3.4      3.0 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      2.8      2.2      2.0      5.0 

 Street      4.0      3.2      2.3      2.5 

 School      4.1      2.0      3.0      3.5 

 Aurora      3.0      3.0      2.3      2.5 

Researcher’s observations 

“María” demonstrated a higher sense of self-world at home; however, home also 

seemed to be a place where she felt greater physical threat.  She found greater physical 

support on the street in comparison with the group as a whole.  “María” reported not 

being in school at the time of the interview because they had made her mad, yet she 

reported school being the place where she found greater personal supports in comparison 

to the rest of the environments.  In comparison to the group, “María” demonstrated lower  
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self-efficacy for school, home and the Aurora environments, yet higher self-efficacy for 

the street environment. She was also one of the children who reported not wanting to do 

anything in the future and indicated lower behavioral attributes compared to the group of 

children. 
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Case Study No. 11: “Geovani” 

 “Geovani” was a 12-year-old boy born in the Oriente (the eastern part of 

Ecuador), the second born child in his family.  At the time of data collection, “Geovani: 

lived with his mother and 2 sisters in a room in Cuenca.  He reported his father lived in 

the Oriente.  He reported choosing to live in his home because there was no where else he 

could live.  When asked what he liked most about his home, he responded “nothing,” 

then indicated he least liked the dogs.  What made a place feel like home for “Geovani” 

was for the family to be together. 

“Geovani’ had never lived in a home for run away children or an involuntary 

institution.  He reported his mother was responsible for him and that she loved him.  They 

way he knew this was because she gave him affection.   

 “Geovani” attended school, working at the eighth grade level.  He indicated what 

he liked most about school was his friends and what he liked least was the lunches and 

snacks.  When he was not working or going to school, “Geovani” enjoyed playing soccer. 

When asked what he did to help himself financially, he stated he sold fruits in the market 

place.  “Geovani” indicated he was not responsible for someone else and that he had not 

loved anyone. 

 “Geovani’s” 3 wishes included (1) to be with his dad, (2) to have bicycle, and (3) 

to have a television in that his did not work anymore.  In the future, “Geovani” said he 

would like to be a doctor, and he stated that to be able to do this he would have to 

continue studying. 
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 “Geovani” reported his health as being average, saying he got “allergies”; he did 

not know what they were from, but stated he got “little bumps.”  He also reported getting 

fevers.  When he was sick, “Geovani” indicated he usually was treated at home by his 

mother and that they sometimes bought medicines.  He reported he had never used drugs 

and did not know how people obtained AIDS.  

Psychosocial Competence Scores 

Self-Efficacy  Self-world  Behavioral Attributes 

 Home         4.6        5                 4.4 

 Street         3.8        4.2      3.2 

 School         4.8        4.8      4.8 

 Aurora         3.6*        4.5*      4.25* 

Environmental 

Personal Physical Personal Physical 
Support Support  Threat   Threat 

 
 Home      4.8      4.4      3.6      3 

 Street      3.1      2.8      3.6      3 

 School      4.4      4.25      3.3      2.5 

 Aurora      4.4*      4.75*               3.5*                 * 

(* No answer for some of the items in reference for Aurora said, I don’t know) 
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Researcher’s observations  

School appeared to be a place of higher self-efficacy, self-world, behavioral 

attributes, personal supports, and physical supports for “Geovani” when compared to the 

other children.   He appeared to have a greater sense of personal and physical threats on 

the street, yet he found greater self-world at home as opposed to the street.  
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CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION 

The purpose of this study was to look at the effects living on the street had on the 

social-emotional development of children in Cuenca, Ecuador.  While the study sought to 

discover who these children were, it primarily observed the levels of trust these children 

felt in the various contexts of their lives, their level of safety, where they saw themselves 

in the future, what made a place feel like a home, their sense of self-esteem, and how they 

saw themselves contributing to their future.   

The children in this study more closely approximated the description of “poor 

working children” as defined by Lusk (1992).  These children usually spent the daytime 

hours of each day exploring the streets on their own, at times working; however, at the 

end of each day, they returned to their homes and lived with their families. The fact these 

children are in the beginning phase of what Lusk (1989) defined as “street children 

development” could explain why most of these children were born continue to live 

Cuenca as opposed to being more transient as indicated in the research.  These children 

all appear to have relationships with their families, and none had permanently left home 

for the streets at the time of data collection.   

As research has shown in the past (Aptekar, 1994), it was found that the children 

in this study were living in low-income families (i.e., less than $40 a month).  They also 

appeared to be from families primarily headed by women who have taught them from a 

very early age to be independent (Aptekar, 1992).  Of the 7 families only 2 reported a 
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father present in the home, 1 had a father reported to be working in another city, and 2 

included a stepfather.  All of the children reported having a mother who lived with them.  

These children also assumed responsibility for people and things in their lives.  Of the 11 

children, 7 reported being responsible for some other than themselves.     

 According to research (Cerca de, 2002), street children also take on 

responsibilities of working to help the family.  In the study it was found that of the 11 

children, 9 reported doing some kind of work to help themselves financially.  Some of the 

children sold suckers, locks, windshield wipers, etc. Others also reported working as 

shoeshine boys and in construction. We can only assume that this financial help was also 

to help the family (e.g., “Rosa” stated they all worked together as a family).  

 In accordance with previous research (Aptekar, 1994), these children showed 

remarkable adaptation and a high degree of intelligence and concern for others as 

demonstrated in their wishes. When the children were asked what they would wish for if 

given 3 wishes, 2 girls reported wanting something for other people in general: “María” 

wished for her sister-in-law not to be pregnant and then wished if she was pregnant for 

her not to drink; “Rosa” wished first for the world to be a cleaner place, second for the 

world to always be a happier place, not a sad place, and, third “to respect God and not 

mock Him;” Four of the boys reported wanting things for themselves, while the other 2 

reported some wishes for themselves and some for others: “Tomás’s” third wish was that 

he would help other people; “Isac” second wish was that his mom would get better. 

When asked if they had loved someone, only 7 of the 11 children reported that at 

one point they had; “María” cried when asked and did not respond, and “Pepe”, “Saúl”, 
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and Geovani” responded no, they had never loved someone.  When asked if someone had 

ever loved them: “Jenny” answered no, “Saúl” answered “I don’t know”, and the others 

all answered yes. When asked who loved them: 5 reported either one or both parents, 

“María” reported friends from school, “Tomás” his teacher,  “Isac” his cousin, and 

“Rosa” reported a boy at the market.  When asked how they knew these persons loved 

them, some would report they gave them help and/or because they gave them things, 

“Luis” because they did not hit them, “Anna” because they gave them understanding, 

“Rosa” because they teased him/her, “Isabel” because they gave affection and love.    

The children’s overall self-efficacy varied between school, home and Aurora; 

however, 8 of the 11 children reported the street was a place of low self-efficacy.  While 

in general the 11 children’s view of self-world was greatest at home, for “Pepe”, 

“Tomás”, “Isac” and “Saúl” their greatest sense of self-world was at school or a 

voluntary institution.  The place where the children showed the lowest feeling of self-

world was on the streets. However, the children also reported they received some 

personal supports on the street.  Six of the 11 children reported the street providing them 

medium or higher supports. While the children did not seem to indicate any one place as 

the place of greatest danger, overall, the streets appeared to be considered by them as the 

place of greater physical and personal threat.  

 A general dislike for teachers in their schools was represented across the 

responses.  Children also reported being hit and insulted at school.  Consequently, one 

might conclude this environment might not be meeting their emotional needs if these 

behaviors are ignored.  Further, the school environment might not be considered by these 
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children to be a place of safety but rather a place where they must continue to be guarded.  

In general, their overall reflection of personal threats at school were second only to those 

felt on the street.  For example, “Rosa” gave school and the street the same rating for 

threats as very high (5); “Isac” had higher personal threats at school than anywhere else 

and had the same self-world at school as he did on the street;  “Anna” reported her sense 

of personal threat was higher at school than in any other environment.  

 The children reported to trust different people in their lives--some trusted their 

parents, some the workers in the voluntary institutions, some their teachers, etc.  The 

children also showed higher levels of trust in the contexts of home, Aurora, and voluntary 

institutions.  In that these children were all interviewed at Aurora, this might have biased 

their responses to some degree. 

 In general, the children indicated a higher feeling of safety at home and the lowest 

level of safety on the streets.  However, there were some discrepancies in their responses 

as some of the children reported in their interviews to feel similar dangers at home as on 

the streets.  For example, “Isabel” and “Isac” both demonstrated the same levels for 

physical threats at home as on the street.  In fact, for all the children there was no 

apparent difference between the levels of physical and personal threats between the 

different environments in their responses to the questions.   

 Olivera et al. (1992) believed street children saw themselves as being integrated 

into society, and this was reflected in the response of these children of what they would 

like to do in the future.  Nine of the 11 children in this study had aspirations for the 

future: 7 children reported specific professions they would like to have in the future, and 
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2 referred to future goals. When asked how they could accomplish their aspiration/goals, 

many explained specific ways of how their desires could be reached (e.g., more 

education).  

 The children in this study also indicated high levels of self-efficacy. While these 

feelings appeared to be evident across the various contexts, their highest sense of self-

efficacy appeared to be at Aurora.  However, the reader must keep in mind the data was 

collected at Aurora, which may have affected their responses.   

As demonstrated earlier in review of literature, Erikson believed the environment 

to which children were exposed would affect their development (Thomas, 1992).  

Children participating in this study have been exposed to various environments and in 

some contexts they were reporting contradicting feelings.  For example, “Pepe,” “Jenny,” 

and “Saúl” all indicated greater feelings of self-efficacy, self-world and behavioral 

attributes at Aurora, while at the same time finding this environment to contain greater 

threats to them.  “Tomás” reported not liking school, yet that is where he felt loved.  

Consequently, as street children are exposed to environments in which they report 

contradicting feelings, their ability to search out their inner-focus, as defined by Erikson 

(Thomas), might be impaired.  In a similar manner, their inability to fully understand the 

self and its relationship to society might negatively affect their ability to develop and 

construct a healthy ego identity and personality. 

As stated earlier, Miller (2002) explained the stage of industry vs. inferiority as 

one wherein the child begins to more thoroughly explore his/her success or failures.  The 

child in this stage is said to identify with his accomplishments.  Street children may be 
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assuming responsibilities greater than they can successfully attain; consequently, they 

may be more likely to develop a sense of inferiority.  The children in this study appeared 

to report feeling some sense of responsibility for their mothers and/or other family 

members.  What happens to these children, then, if they are not able to accomplish these 

adult-like responsibilities?  “Isac” stated he no longer had “the spirit/mind to work.”  At 

11 years of age, he appears to have assumed responsibilities within his family to provide 

money for his cousin as well as his mother and his two siblings.  He appears to have been 

encouraged to be independent, showing greater behavioral attributes at Aurora as 

compared to the group as a whole in his higher levels of leadership, independence, 

resourcefulness, planning and work in this environment.   Is “Isac” prepared to assume 

these responsibilities, or is he simply attempting to cope with what has been expected of 

him?   

As these street children enter into Erikson’s stage of identity and repudiation vs. 

identity diffusion, how might they be integrating into society?  These children appear to 

be receiving conflicting messages in their homes and other environments; they also 

appear to be assuming responsibilities greater than they might be able to accomplish, 

while still expected to be children.  So while they simultaneously function in both child 

and adult roles, can they fully explore the question, “Who am I?”  Further, these children 

appear to be at a cross roads.  At the time of data collection, these children perhaps best 

represented the beginning stage of street life development.  As they now work through 

their sense of belongingness, they are simultaneously working to define their role as a 

member of the larger society.  Consequently, they are also faced with the decision of 
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which of Olivera et al.’s (1992) paths they must choose.  Do they find a sense of 

belonging with other children like themselves who already live on the street, or do they 

define themselves with society as a whole?  More research is needed to better address this 

question and to understand what causes these children to choose the different paths for 

their lives.     

Limitations 

Researchers must understand there are limitations in studying street children; 

however, this must not mean this population should not be examined.  This study was 

limited by sample size, use of a structured interview, the location of data collection, and 

the period of time in which the study was conducted.    

 The sample size used in this study was not representative of the overall population 

of street children in Cuenca.  The children in this study were considered to be part of the 

“beginning phase” of street life development as defined by Lusk (1992).  This might 

indicate these children or not representative of those street children in Cuenca who do not 

maintain an active relationship with their families.    

 The structured interview used in this study also proved to create limitations as the 

children were answering only the specific questions included in the interview.  One might 

hypothesize that given an opportunity to more freely express themselves, these children 

might have provided more information and given a more descriptive view of their 

environment.     

Gathering the data at Aurora might also have created an additional limitation in 

that the children’s responses to the questions regarding Aurora might have been biased.  
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The location of the interviews was also a place where their friends were able to come and 

sit and talk with them while they were being interviewed.  In fact, at times, friends helped 

the participants think through the questions.  For example, as “Pepe” was interviewed, 

one of his friends provided the information that “Pepe” had left town for a period of time.  

It was then that “Pepe” included this information in his responses to the questions.  While 

the inclusion of friends might have caused the children to provide more information, at 

times they also appeared cautious in answering questions.    

 Finally, the short time period of time the researcher was able to spend with the 

children limited the study as it was not conducive to developing a full understand of their 

lives.  A more indepth qualitative research design might have enabled the researcher to 

spend longer periods of time observing the children in their own environments, changing 

the overall quality of the study.    

Conclusion 

 Continued research in this field is needed in order to better understand the 

developmental experiences of these children and their changing family environments.  

Without more research, as the numbers of street children continue to increase, the needs 

of these children may continue to go unnoticed as they perhaps develop in ways that may 

work to the detriment of themselves and society.  Consequently, more focus needs to be 

placed on the school and the home environments as well as the sense of belonging of 

these children in order to better understand their various contexts.  

 These children have many positive qualities to offer society, and researchers must 

work harder to learn more about their development.  Special attention needs to be placed 
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on the strengths of these children, as well as ways to provide them opportunities to attain 

their gifts and individual strengths.  As demonstrated earlier in the case studies, these 

children cannot be grouped as one; they each have their unique strengths and qualities. 

 These children appear to want to succeed in life and become active members of 

society. Research can help to better understand their development and their resilience. 

With this knowledge, people working with this population can better meet their 

emotional and physical needs.  Society can learn to encourage these children in areas 

where they have already found success, rather than losing hope in them.   Future research 

and intervention will not only help the children individually, but their families and the 

rest of society as well.   
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APPENDIX A 

CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE  

ENGLISH  

SPANISH  
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University of North Texas 
 

Institutional Review Board 
 

Research Consent Form 
 
 
Representative’s Name:                                                                            Date:                                       
 
Title of Study 
Ecuadorian Children: The effects of living on the street has on the children of Cuenca, 
Ecuador 
 
Principal Investigator: Rachel L. McBride 
Co-Investigator(s): Rebecca J. Glover, Ph.D. (faculty sponsor) 
 
Before agreeing to allow children to participate in this research study, it is important you 
read and understand the following explanation of the proposed procedures.  It describes 
the procedures, benefits, risks, and discomforts of the study.  It also describes the 
alternative treatments that are available to these children and their right to withdraw from 
the study at any time.  It is important for you to understand that no guarantees or 
assurances can be made as to the results of the study. 
 
Start Date of Study   06/16/2003     End Date of Study      06/15/2004 
 
 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to look at the effect living on the street has on the social-
emotional development of children in Cuenca, Ecuador. The researcher will study 
primarily children between the ages of 5 and 17 years who are currently living on the 
streets or those who frequent the streets even though they have some contact with family. 
Specific attention will focus on the children trust, how they feel safe, where they see 
themselves in the future, whose family they are a part of, their sense of self-esteem, and 
how they see themselves contributing to their future. To do this, the researcher will use a 
modified version of a  questionnaire previously development by Tyler and Tyler (1991) 
in a study with street children/youth in Bogota, Colombia, exploring youths' perceptions 
of life situations, experiences, psychosocial characteristics, and their environments. The 
instrument will be modified to address more specifically the population of Cuenca.  
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Description of the Study 
The measure used in this study will be a modified version of a structured interview 
developed by Tyler and Tyler (1991) for examining street youth in Bogota.  For the 
purposes of this study, the interview will be modified to delete questions not relevant to 
the population in Cuenca and to add questions better suited for studying this population. 
The interview will also be translated into Spanish for use in Cuenca. The interview 
consists of open-ended questions designed to obtain information about the children's 
background, ways of surviving, wishes and goals, fears and frustrations, thoughts about 
themselves and their worlds, and strategies for organizing their lives. All items on the 
questionnaire will be read aloud to each subject and the subject will be asked to verbally 
respond. An audiotape will be made of each interview. For items contained in Parts 1 and 
2 the interview will simply record the subject's response. For items contained in Part 3, 
subjects are asked to utilize a 5-point Likert scales to respond to measures of 
psychological variables (e.g., self-efficacy, trust, and active playfulness) as well as 
environmental variables (e.g., perceptions of personal and physical supports and threats). 
These variables are assessed separately for the following contexts: (a) at home, (b) in 
institutions, (c), on the streets, and (d) in general (for the psychological variables only). 
For the items in Part 3, subjects will be provided 5 cards, each containing a number 1-5. 
Subjects will be asked to point to the card containing the number that best reflects their 
response. Children will be told their answers will be kept confidential and their 
participation is completely voluntary. The children will be asked to answer all the 
questions; however, they will be allowed, if they prefer, to not answer one/some of the 
questions and/or stop the interview at any time. The children will be told they can 
discontinue the interview at any point.  
 
Procedures to be used 
The PI will spend approximately one week working with the workers of Aurora. This will 
allow the street children of Cuenca to become more familiar with the PI and will allow 
the workers of Aurora to identify those children who frequent the streets of the city. No 
portion of the interview will be conducted during this time period. Following this period 
of familiarization, as street children come to Aurora for services (e.g., food, clothing, 
etc.), the PI will approach them and ask for their voluntary participation in the interview. 
The PI will also clearly explain to the children that if they reveal knowledge about crimes 
that have happened or that are about to happen, the PI is required by law to report that 
information to the appropriate authorities. The interview will take about one hour; 
children will be provided breaks if needed. Children will be interviewed while at Aurora.  
 
Description of the foreseeable risks 
There are no anticipated risks for children participating in this study. In that some street 
children may be involved in illegal and criminal activities, they may be cautious about 
participating. Children will be assured all responses will be kept confidential and their  
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names will not be recorded. It is also possible some street children may become upset by 
the interview questions if remind of unhappy experiences. Consequently, all children who 
volunteer for this study will be provided the name of an individual who they may contact 
to speak with and receive help if needed (e.g., Aurora).  
 
Benefits to the subjects or others 
It is anticipated benefits from participation will outweigh any possible risks.  Children 
participating in the study will experience the opportunity to share their experiences 
regarding life on the streets with an adult who is interested in their needs.  Raffaelli has 
identified this as frequently being a benefit to street children  
(M. Raffaelli, personal communication, April 3, 2003). 
 
 
Procedures for Maintaining Confidentiality of Research Records 
Obtaining parental consent for these children is not possible. Their families may not be 
able to be located, or often these children have run away from home to escape an abusive 
situation. Further, the child many times is responsible for his/her own welfare with 
parents only providing emotional support on occasion and not always filling the role of a 
guardian. These children are seen as being capable of making their own decisions, and 
frequently in research with street children representative consent is obtained from an 
individual familiar with the population who can represent the best interests of the child 
(M. Raffaelli, personal communication, April 3, 2003).  
I am agreeing to serve as representative consent for children participating in this study.  
All children will be assigned a code number to identify responses and match the PI’s 
written notes on the questionnaire to the audiotape of each interview. Names of the 
subjects will never be recorded, and only the PI will have knowledge of what was said in 
the interview. This material will be kept in a locked file cabinet which only the PI can 
access.  
 
Information derived from this study will be used for professional presentations and 
publications.  All results will be presented in aggregate form so no participants may be 
identified individually. 
 
Review for the Protection of Participants 
This research study has been reviewed and approved by the UNT Committee for the 
Protection of Human Subjects on May 30, 2003.  UNT IRB can be contacted at (940) 
565-3940 or http://www.unt.edu/ospa/irb/contact.htm with any questions or concerns 
regarding this study. 
 
Research Subject’s Rights 
I have read or have had read to me all of the above. 
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Ms. Rachel McBride has explained the study to me and answered all of my questions.  I 
have been told the risks and/or discomforts as well as the possible benefits to the children 
participating in this study.  I have been told of other choices of treatment available to 
them. 
 
I understand that these children do not have to take part in this study and their refusal to 
participate or to withdraw will involve no penalty, loss of rights, loss of benefits, or legal 
recourse to which they are entitled.  The study personnel may choose to stop their 
participation at any time. 
 
In case problems or questions arise, I have been told I can contact Ms. Rachel McBride in 
Cuenca at 890-033 or Dr. Rebecca J. Glover in the US at (940) 565-4876 or email her at 
bglover@unt.edu. 
 
I understand the rights of these children as a research subjects and I consent for their 
voluntarily participation in this study.  I understand their verbal consent for participation 
will also be obtained.  I understand what the study is about, how the study is conducted, 
and why it is being performed.  I have been told I will receive a signed copy of this 
consent form. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     ________                                
Signature of Aurora Representative  Date 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     _________                              
Signature of Witness  Date 
 
For the Investigator or Designee: 
I certify that I have reviewed the contents of this form with the subject signing above.  I 
have explained the known benefits and risks of the research.  It is my opinion that the 
subject understood the explanation. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     __________                            
Signature of Principal Investigator  Date 
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Universidad de North Texas 

Comité de Revisión Institucional 

Forma de Consentimiento de Investigación 

 
Nombre del Representante _________________________ Fecha:___________________  
 
Titulo del Estudio 

Niños Ecuatorianos: Los efectos que vivir en la calle tiene sobre los niños de Cuenca, 
Ecuador 
 
Investigador Principal: Rachel McBride 
Co-Investigador: Rebecca J. Glover, Ph.D. (patrocinador de facultad) 
 
Antes de acordar en permitir que los niños tomen parte en este estudio de investigación es 
importante que usted lea y entienda la siguiente explicación de los procedimientos 
propuestos.  Este documento le explica los procedimientos, los beneficios, los riesgos y 
las molestias del estudio.  Describe también los tratamientos que son disponibles para 
estos niños y sus derechos de retirarse del estudio en cualquier momento que ellos lo 
deseen.  Es importante que usted entienda que no hay garantías, ni certezas que se puedan 
hacer en cuanto a los resultados del estudio.  
 
Fecha en que empezaría el estudio 06/16/2003  El estudio terminaría el 6/15/2003 
 
El Propósito del Estudio 

El propósito del estudio es mirar el efecto que viviendo en la calle tiene en el desarrollo 
emocional social de los niños de Cuenca, Ecuador.  El investigador estudiará 
principalmente niños entre las edades de 5 y 17 años que viven actualmente en la calle o 
los que frecuentan las calles aunque ellos tengan algún contacto con la familia.  Atención 
especifica será enfocada en la confianza de los niños, cómo ellos se sienten seguros, 
donde ellos se ven a si mismos en el futuro, cuya familia ellos son parte, su sentido de 
amor propio, y cómo ellos se ven a si mismos contribuyendo a su futuro.  Para hacer esto, 
el investigador utilizará una versión modificada de un cuestionario previamente 
desarrollado por Tyler y Tyler (1991) en un estudio con niños/jóvenes de la calle en 
Bogota, Colombia, explorando las percepciones de la juventud en cuanto a sus 
situaciones de vida, de sus experiencias, de sus características de psychosocial, y de sus 
ambientes.  El instrumento será modificado para dirigirse más específicamente a la 
población de Cuenca.  
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La Descripción del Estudio  

La medida utilizada en este estudio será una versión modificada de una entrevista 
estructurada.  Fue desarrollada por Tyler y Tyler (1991) para examinar la juventud de la 
calle en Bogota, Colombia.  Para propósito de este estudio, la entrevista será modificada 
para borrar las preguntas que no pertinentes a la población de Cuenca y para agregar las 
preguntas mejor convenientes para estudiar esta población.  La entrevista será traducida 
también a español para el uso en Cuenca.  La entrevista esta compuesta de preguntas 
abiertas diseñadas para obtener información acerca del fondo de vida de los niños, sus 
maneras de sobrevivir, sus deseos, y sus metas, sus temores y sus frustraciones, sus 
pensamientos acerca de sí mismos y acerca de sus mundos, y sus estrategias para 
organizar como viven.  Todos los artículos en el cuestionario serán leídos en voz alta a 
cada niño(a)/joven y el niño(a)/joven responderá verbalmente a la pregunta.  Se hará un 
caset grabado de cada una de las entrevistas.  Para los artículos contenidos en las partes 1 
y 2 de la entrevista simplemente se registrarán la respuesta del niño(a)/joven.  Para los 
contenidos en la parte 3, los niños(as)jóvenes se les pedirá que utilicen una escala Likert 
de 5 puntos para responder a medidas de variables psicológicas (por ejemplo, la eficacia 
de ser, la confianza, y retozo activo) igual que para las variables ambientales (por 
ejemplo, las percepciones de apoyos y amenazas personales y físicos).  Estas variables 
serán valoradas separadamente para los contextos siguientes: (a) casa, (b) institución, (c) 
en las calles, y (d) en general (para las variables psicológicas sólo).  Para los artículos en 
la parte 3, a cada niño(a)/joven se le proporcionará 5 tarjetas, cada una conteniendo un 
número que mejor indique su respuesta.  Los niños serán asegurados que sus respuestas 
se mantendrán confidenciales y que su participación es completamente voluntaria.  A los 
niños se les pedirá contestar todas las preguntas; sin embargo, ellos serán permitidos, si 
ellos prefieren, no contestar una/algunas de las preguntas y también tiene la opción de 
poder parar la entrevista en cualquier momento.  A los niños se les dirá que ellos pueden 
descontinuar la entrevista en el punto que ellos decidan.  
 
Los Procedimientos que serán utilizados 

El IP pasara aproximadamente una semana acompañando/trabajando con los trabajadores 
del Centro la Aurora.  Esto permitirá que los niños de la calle de Cuenca lleguen a ser 
más familiarizados con el IP y esto también permitirá que los trabajadores del Centro la 
Aurora identifiquen a los niños que frecuentan las calles de la ciudad.  Ninguna porción 
de la entrevista será administrada/conducida durante este período de tiempo.  Siguiendo 
este período de tiempo de familiarización, cuando los niños de la calle vengan a la Aurora 
para servicios (por ejemplo, el alimento, la ropa, etc.), el IP se acercará y les pedirá su 
participación voluntaria en la entrevista.  El IP explicara claramente a los niños que si 
revelan información sobre crímenes  
que han pasado o están a punto de pasar, el IP esta requerido por la ley a informar 
esa información a las autoridades apropiadas. La entrevista tomara cerca de una hora; los 
niños serán proporcionados interrupciones si es necesario.  Los niños serán entrevistados 
mientras se encuentran en el centro la Aurora. 
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La Descripción de los Riesgos Previsibles 

No hay ningunos riesgos anticipados para los niños que tomen parte en este estudio.  
Algunos niños talvez pueden ser un poco cautelosos en participar porque puede que ellos 
talvez estén implicados en actividades ilegales y criminales.   Se les asegurara a los niños 
que todas sus respuestas se mantendrán confidenciales y sus nombres no se registrarán.  
Es posible que algunos niños puedan perturbarse un poco con las preguntas que les 
recuerden de experiencias infelices.  Consecuentemente, a todos los niños que se ofrecen 
para este estudio se les proporcionara el nombre de un individuo a quien ellos pueden 
contactar para hablar y para recibir ayuda si se necesita (por ejemplo, la Aurora).  
 
Los Beneficios para los sujetos u otros 

Se anticipa que los beneficios en participar en el estudio serán mas que los posibles 
riesgos.  Los niños que tomen parte en el estudio experimentarán la oportunidad de 
compartir sus experiencias con respecto a su vida en las calles con un adulto que se 
interesa en sus necesidades.  Raffaelli ha identificado este como un frecuente beneficio a 
niños de la calle (M. Raffaelli, comunicación personal, el 3 de abril del 2003). 
 
Los Procedimientos para Mantener la Confidencialidad de los Registros de  la 

Investigación  

Obtener consentimiento paternal para estos niños no es posible.  Sus familias 
posiblemente no pueden ser localizadas, y a menudo estos niños se han escapado del 
hogar para escapar una situación abusiva.  Aun más, el niño muchas  veces es 
responsable de su propio bienestar y sus padres sólo le proporcionan apoyo emocional en 
ocasiones y siempre llevan el papel de un guardián.  Estos niños son vistos como capaz 
de hacer sus propias decisiones, y frecuentemente en investigaciones con los niños de la 
calle el consentimiento representativo es obtenido de un individuo familiarizado con la 
población que puede representar los mejores intereses del niño (M. Raffaelli, 
comunicación personal, el 3 de abril del 2003).  
Concuerdo en servir el consentimiento, como el representativo para los niños tomando 
parte en este estudio.  Todos los niños serán asignados un número de código para 
identificar las respuestas y emparejar las notas del IP en el cuestionario con el caset de 
cada entrevista.  Los nombres de los sujetos nunca serán registrados, y sólo el IP tendrá el 
conocimiento de lo que se dijo en la entrevista.  Este material se mantendrá en un archivo 
cerrado que sólo el IP podrá tener acceso. 
 
La información derivada de este estudio ser utilizará para presentaciones y publicaciones 
profesionales.  Todos los resultados serán presentados en forma acumulada ningunos 
participantes podrán ser identificados individualmente.  
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La Revisión para la Protección de Participantes 

Este estudio de investigación se ha revisado y ha sido aprobado por el Comité de UNT 
para la Protección de Sujetos Humanos el 30 de mayo del 2003.  UNT IRB puede ser 
contactado al (940) 565-3940 o por medio de http//www.unt.edu/ospa/irb/contact.htm con 
cualquier pregunta o preocupaciones que concierne este estudio.  
 
Los Derechos del Sujeto de Investigación  

Yo he leído o me han leído a mí la información de arriba.  
 
 Sra. Rachel McBride me ha explicado el estudio y a contestado todas mis preguntas.  Me 
ha dicho los riesgos y/o las molestias así como los beneficios posibles a los niños que 
tomen parte en este estudio.  He sido dicho de las opciones del tratamiento disponible a 
ellos.  
 
Entiendo que estos niños no tienen que tomar parte en este estudio y su rechazo de 
participación o retirarse no implicará una pena, una pérdida de derechos, una pérdida de 
beneficios, o de recursos legales que son sus derechos.  El personal del estudio puede 
escoger detener su participación en el estudio a cualquier momento.  
 
En caso de que problemas o preguntas surjan, me han informado que puedo contactar a la  
Sra. Rachel McBride en Cuenca al número 890-033 o a la Dr. Rebbeca J. Glover en los 
EEUU al número (940) 565-4876 o mandar un correo electrónico a bglover@unt.edu 
 
Entiendo los derechos de estos niños como un participante/sujeto de la investigación y 
consiento su participación voluntaria en este estudio.  Entiendo que consentimiento 
verbal del niño para la participación se obtendrá también.  Entiendo de que se trata el 
estudio, cómo el estudio será conducido, y por qué se realiza.  Se me ha dicho que yo 
recibiré una copia firmada de este documento de consentimiento.  
 
__________________________________   ____________________ 
La firma del Representante del Centro la Aurora            Fecha 
 
__________________________________   _____________________ 
La firma del Testigo                Fecha  
 
Para el Investigador o Diseñador:  
Certifico que he revisado el contenido de este documento con el sujeto que firma arriba.  
He explicado los beneficios y los riegos conocidos de la investigación.  Es mi opinión 
que el sujeto entendió la explicación.  
 
__________________________________   _____________________ 
La firma del Investigador Principal               Fecha  
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APPENDIX B 

TABLE I  
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Table 1. Psychosocial Competence and Environmental Variables.  
 

Psychosocial Competence 

Self Efficacy 

Self respect 
See items 62-76  

Self-world 

Sense of belonging 
See items 74-79 

Behavioral Attributes 

Resourcefulness 
See items 86-91 

Control of life 

See items 104-109 

Concerns for others 
See items 80-85 

Independence 

See items 98-103 

Happiness 

See items 68-73 

Cooperation 
See items 152-157 

Leadership 

See items 146-151 
Self-honesty 

See items 110-121 

Respect for authority 
See items 140-145 

Planning 

See items 92-97 
Self-trust 

See items 128-133 

Sharing 
See items 158-163 

Work 

See items 122-127 
 

Environmental 

Personal 
Supports 

Physical 
Supports 

Personal Threats Physical Threats 

Affection 
See items 164-169 

Clothing 
See items 
244-247 

Danger from authorities
See items 199-203 

Chance of accidents 
See items 204-208 

Assistance 
See items 170-175 

Facilities 
See items 
253-257 

Danger from people 
See items 194-198 

Danger from disease 
See items 214-218 

Fellowship 
See items 182-187 

Food 
See items 
239-243 

Revenge from victims 
See items 209-213 

Danger from infections 
See items 214-218 

Protection 
See items 176-181 

Health 
care 

See items 
248-252 

  
 

Respect 
See items 188-193 

Hygiene 
See items 
253-257 

  

Trust of friends 
See items 134-139 

Shelter 
See items 
234-238 
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APPENDIX C 

STRUCTURED INTERVIEW 

ENGLISH 

SPANISH  
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1. Questionnaire Number____________________ 

2. Date ________________________ 3. Place of Interview________________________ 

4. Time of Day__________________________________________________________ 

YOUTH QUESTIONNAIRE: PART 1 

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

PERSONAL  

5. Sex _____________________ 6.   Race__________________________ 

7.   Date of Birth (write out the name of month) ___________________________ 

8. Birth order (1st, 2nd,…)______________  9. Years of school_______________ 

10. Where were you born? ____________________________________________ 

FAMILY  

11. Mother living__________12. at home?___________ 13. where?___________ 

14. Father living___________ 15. at home?__________ 16. where?___________ 

17. Sisters (no.) ___________ 18. at home? __________19. where?___________ 

20. Brothers (no.)_________  21. at home?__________  22. where?___________ 

LIVING SITUATION   

23. Where are you living now?   On the street? (describe)____________________ 

__________________________Other? (describe)__________________________ 

24. How many people do you live with?_________________________________ 

25. Why did you choose to live there?___________________________________ 

26. What do you like best about it? _____________________________________ 

27. Least? _________________________________________________________ 
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28. How old where you when you began to live on your own?________________ 

29. Why did you leave home? _________________________________________ 

30. What did you like best at home? ____________________________________ 

31. Least at home? __________________________________________________ 

32. What makes a place seem like a home? _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

33. Have you ever stayed in a shelter or home for runaways?  

Yes_________ No__________  

(If no, skip to question 36.) 

34. What did (or do) you like best about the shelter/home? __________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

35. Least? _________________________________________________________ 

INSTITUTIONALIZATION  

36. Have you been involuntarily institutionalized? Yes _________ No_________ 

37. Type of institution:  

 Detention Center___________  Mental Hospital___________ Jail_______ 

 Foster Home______________  Other______________________________ 

38. What did (or do) you like best about the ones that you where in? ___________ 

39. Least? _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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LIFESTYLE  

40. Are you currently in school?  Yes______ No______ Grade____________ 

40a. If not, when and why did you leave (in what grade): ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

40b. Do you plan to go back to school? Yes_______ No______ When_________ 

40c. What do or did you like best about school? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

40d. Least? ________________________________________________________ 

41. How do you support yourself? Work (specify, current and previous.) 

dishwasher___________ busboy____________ construction________ shoe 

shine___________ Steal________________ Borrow/beg _______________ 

Deal drugs _________________  Prostitution______________________  

Other (specify)___________________________________________________ 

Do you do anything else for money? ___________________________________ 

42. Are you responsible for anyone else? ________________________________ 

43. If yes, who? brothers(s)__________ sister(s)____________ 

parent(s)__________ child(ren)_____________friend(s)____________________ 

Other________________ 

44. Is anyone responsible for you?______________________________________ 

45. If yes, who? brother(s)__________ sister(s)___________ 

parent(s)___________ friend(s)________________________________________ 

Other_____________________________________________________________ 
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46. How do you spend your time when you are not working: ________________ 

playing sports__________ going to arcades____________ hanging 

around_________ movies____________ TV________ talking with 

friends________ drugs__________ other (specify)_________________________  

47. Who do you go to when you need help?_______________________________ 

WISHES 

48. If you could have three wishes for anything in the world, what would you 

wish for?  

1. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________ 

FUTURE 

49. What would you like to do in the future in you have the opportunity? _______ 

     __________________________________________________________________  

50. How will you achieve this goal? ____________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________________________ 

LOVE 

51. Have you ever loved anyone? Yes________ No_________ 

52. Has anyone ever loved you? Yes (specify who)____________ No__________ 

53. How did you know he/she loved you?________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________ 
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YOUTH QUESTIONNAIRE: PART 2 

HEALTH  

54. How is you health overall?  Good___________ Average_______ Poor______ 

55. What health problems do you have?__________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________ 

56. What types of illness have you had? 

None__________ flue__________ colds__________ general 

infections____________ Eye infections______________________________ 

hepatitis (jaundice)___________ venereal disease___________ 

lice______________ trenchmouth_____________ other(specify)_____________ 

57. Have you had any serious injuries? _____________Type?_______________  

58. Where do you get care if you are ill or injured? 

Clinic__________ Hospital__________ Street Health Worker_______________ 

Other (specify)_____________________________________________________ 

59. How do people get AIDS or sexual diseases? _________________________ 

      _________________________________________________________________ 

Don’t know___________ IV drugs__________ Sex____ Exchange of body fluids 

other ___________________________________________________________  

60. What are you doing Not to get AIDS or sexually transmitted diseases? ______ 

   __________________________________________________________________  

61. Do you use drugs?                                                          Yes______ No_______ 

 Why? ______________________ When? ________________________________ 
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YOUTH QUESTIONNAIRE: PART 3 

DIRECTIONS: In this part the questions are in groups of two. In the first 

question, you are asking the youth to tell you their thoughts about themselves 

and other people. In the second question, you will be asking them how those 

thoughts apply in their different living situations.  There are no exact answers.  

Tell the youth that we want to know what their thoughts and feelings are in these 

different situations. Have them describe their feelings as clearly as they can and 

then check the box that seems to best fit their response. Remember, #1 is the 

lowest response (least, none, not at all, etc.), #3 is the middle (some, medium, 

etc.) and #5 is the highest response (most, best. very much). Boxes #2 and #4 are 

for answers which fall in between. 

a. PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS (SELF) 

                                                            Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

SELF RESPECT  

62. How much respect do you have  _________________________ 

  for yourself?       /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                         Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

How much respect do you feel  

for yourself in each of these  

places?  

      _________________________ 

63. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

64. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

65. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

66. Voluntary      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

67. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

HAPPINESS 

68. How happy are you generally?   /____/____/____/____/_____ 

How happy do you feel in  

each of these places? 

69. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

70. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

71. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

72. Voluntary      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

73. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

SENSE OF BELONGING 

74. How well do you fit in with other people?  

_________________________ 

75. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

76. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

77. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

78. Voluntary      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

79. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

CONCERN S FOR OTHERS 

        80. How much do you care about what happens to people you know?  

_________________________ 

81. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

82. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

83. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

84. Voluntary      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

85. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

RESOURCEFULNESS 

86. How good are you at coming up with ways to solve problems?  

_________________________ 

87. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

88. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

89. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

90. Voluntary      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

91. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

PLANNING  

92. How much do you plan/organize the things that you do?  

_________________________ 

93. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

94. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

95. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

96. Voluntary      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

97. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

INDEPENDENCE  

98. How much do you prefer to make your own decisions and do things your own 

way?       _________________________ 

99. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

100. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

101. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

102. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

103. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

CONTROL OF LIFE  

104. How much can you make things happen the way you want?  

_________________________ 

105. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

106. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

107. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

108. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

109. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

HONESTY 

110. How honest are you with other people 

_________________________ 

111. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

112. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

113. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

114. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

115. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

116. How honest do you think your friends are with other people? 

       _________________________ 

117. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

118. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

119. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

120. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

121. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

WORK 

122. How hard to you usually work at jobs or assignments?  

_________________________ 

123. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

124. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

125. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

126. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

127. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____                                

TRUST 

128. How much do you trust other people?  

_________________________ 

129. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

130. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

131. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                           Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

132. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

133. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

134. How much do you think your friends and associates trust other people?  

_________________________ 

135. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

136. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

137. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

138. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

139. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY 

140. How much respect do you have for people in authority?  

_________________________ 

141. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

142. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

143. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions      _________________________ 

144. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

145. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

LEADERSHIP 

146. How much of a leader are you?  

_________________________ 

147. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

148. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

149. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

150. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

151. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

COOPERATION 

152. How much do you usually cooperate with other people?  

_________________________ 

153. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

154. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

155. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                      Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

156. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

157. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

SHARING 

158. How much do you usually share your things with other people?  

_________________________ 

159. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

160. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

161. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

162. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

163. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

AFFECTION/LOVE 

164. How much affection do people give to you?  

_________________________ 

165. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

166. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

167. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

168. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

169. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

ASSISTANCE 

170. How much are people willing to help you?  

_________________________ 

171. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

172. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

173. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

174. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

175. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

PROTECTION 

176. If you are in trouble how much do you think other people will protect you?  

_________________________ 

177. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

178. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

179. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

180. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

181. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

FELLOWSHIP/COMPANIONSHIP 

182. How much companionship do you get from other people?  

_________________________ 

183. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

184. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

185. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

186. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

187. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

RESPECT 

188. How much respect do you get from other people?  

_________________________ 

189. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

190. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

191. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

192. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

193. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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INSTRUCTIONS: In this part, you will ask the street youth if there is any difference 

between his/her physical safety and the dangers that he/she confronts in these four 

situations. 

D. ENVIRONMENTAL AND SITUATION (THREATS) 

                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

PEOPLE IN GENERAL  

How much danger are you in from people in each of these places?  

_________________________ 

194. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

195. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

196. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

197. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

198. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

AUTHORITIES 

How much chance is there you’ll be accidentally hurt in each of these places?  

_________________________ 

199. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

200. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

201. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

202. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

203. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

ACCIDENTS 

How much chance is there you’ll be accidentally  

hurt in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

204. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

205. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

206. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

207. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

208. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

VICTIMS 

If you steal, hurt, or take advantage of someone in each of these places, how likely are 

they to get back at you?  

_________________________ 

209. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

210. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

211School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

212. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

213. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

INFECTIONS/DISEASES 

How much are you in danger of getting sick in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

214 Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

215. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

216. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

217. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

218. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS 

How available are alcohol/drugs in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

219. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

220. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

221. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions    

222. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

223. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

How likely are you to overuse alcohol/drugs in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

224. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

225. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

226. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

227. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

228. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

SEX  

How available is sex in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

229. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

230. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

231. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

232. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

233. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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E. PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 

                                                                   Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                               1       2        3        4      5 

SHELTER 

How is your living situation in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

234. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

235. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

 236. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

237. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

238. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

FOOD 

How well do you each in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

239. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

240. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

241. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

 

 



 

 

 

113

                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

242. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

243. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

CLOTHING 

How good are the clothes you have when you are living in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

244. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

245. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

246. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

247. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

HEALTH CARE 

How good is the care you get in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

248. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

249. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

250. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                     Responses 

 Least    Middle   Most               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institutions       _________________________ 

251. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

252. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

HYGIENE 

How good are the facilities you have for keeping clean in each of these places? 

_________________________ 

253. Home      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

254. Street      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

255. School     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institutions       _________________________ 

256. Voluntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

257. Involuntary     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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INTERVIEWER OBSERVATIONS 

General Appearance of interviewer  

258. Neat and clean        Dirty and disheveled 

  1  2  3  4  5  

259. Well nourished            Emaciated/undernourished  

  1  2  3  4  5 

260. Needle marks________Intoxicated______ Poor teeth_______  

Injuries_______ Dilated pupils_______ Limp_________ Cough________ 

 Runny nose________________ Other_____________________________ 

 

         _______________________ 

Name of Interviewer 



 

 

 

116

1. Número de Cuestionario_____________ 

2. Fecha ________________________ 3. Lugar de Entrevista________________ 

4. ¿Hora del día?____________________________________________________ 

CUESTIONARIO JUVENIL: PARTE 1 

DATOS DEMOGRÁFICOS 

PERSONALES  

5.   Sexo _____________________  6.Raza________________________ 

7. Fecha de nacimiento (escribir el nombre del mes)_______________________ 

8. Orden de nacimiento (1ero, 2do,…)____________  9. Años de Escuela_______ 

10. ¿En dónde naciste? _______________________________________________ 

FAMILIA 

11. Mamá viviendo__________12. ¿En casa?__________ 13. ¿Dónde?________ 

14. Papá viviendo___________ 15. ¿En casa?__________ 16. ¿Dónde?________ 

17. Hermanas (no.)__________ 18. ¿En casa? _________  19. ¿Dónde?________ 

20. Hermanos (no.)_________  21. ¿En casa?__________  22. ¿Dónde?________ 

SITUACIÓN DE VIVIENDA  

23. ¿En dónde estás viviendo ahora?  ¿En la calle? (describe) ________________ 

___________________Otro? (describe) _____________________________ 

24. ¿Cuántas personas viven contigo?___________________________________  

25. ¿Por qué escogiste vivir ahí?________________________________________ 

26. ¿Qué es lo que más te gusta? _______________________________________ 

27. ¿Menos? _______________________________________________________ 
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28. ¿Qué edad tenías cuando empezaste a vivir por tu propia cuenta/solo(a)? 

___________________________________________________________ 

29. ¿Por qué dejaste tu casa? __________________________________________ 

30. ¿Qué te gustó más en casa?  ________________________________________ 

31. ¿Menos en casa?_________________________________________________ 

32. ¿Qué hace que un lugar se sienta como un hogar?  ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

33. ¿Te haz quedado en un refugio u hogar para niños que se escapan de casa?  

Sí_________ No__________  

(Si no, saltarse a la pregunta 36) 

34. ¿Qué te gusta/gustó de el refugio o del hogar? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

35. ¿Qué es lo que menos te gusta? _____________________________________ 

INSTITUCIONES   

36. ¿Haz estado involuntariamente en una institución? Sí _________ No________ 

37. Tipo de institución:  

Centro de detención________  Hospital Mental___________ Cárcel___________  

Casa/hogar______________  Otro lugar________________________________ 

38. ¿Qué te gusta/gusto lo mejor en los que haz estado? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

39. ¿Menos? _______________________________________________________ 
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TYPO DE VIDA  

40. ¿Estas horita en la escuela? Sí______ No______ Grado__________________ 

40a. ¿Si no, cuándo y por qué la dejaste (en que grado)? ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

40b. ¿Planeas regresar a la escuela Sí_______ No______ ¿Cuándo?___________  

40c. ¿Qué te gusta o te gustó más de la escuela? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

40d. ¿Menos? _____________________________________________________ 

41. ¿Comó te ayudas económicamente? (especificar, ahora o antes) lavador de 

platos___________ limpiar mesas_________ construcción_______lustrar 

zapatos_______ robar_________ prestado/limosnero ________negociar 

drogas______prostitución_____________ Otras ayudas (especificar)__________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

¿Haces algo más para obtener dinero?___________________________________ 

42. ¿Eres responsable por alguien más? ________________________________ 

43.¿Si es así, quíen?  

hermano(s)__________hermana(s)_____________________ papá(s)__________ 

niño(s)_____________amigo/a (s)_______________________ 

Otros_____________________________________________________________

44. ¿Es alguíen responsible por ti _____________________________________  

45. ¿Si sí, quién?  hermano(s)________ hermana(s)________________________

 padre(s)____________ amigo/a(s)______________ Otros______________ 
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46. ¿Comó pasas tu tiempo cuando no estas trabajando? ___________________ 

jugando deportes__________ jugando videos____________ 

paseándote_________ películas____________ TV_______ hablando con 

amigos________ drogas__________ otras actividades (especificar)____________ 

47. ¿Aquién vaz cuando necesitas ayuda? _____________________________ 

DESEOS 

48. ¿Si pudieras tener tres deseos para cualquier cosa en el mundo, qué desearías?  

1.________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________ 

FUTURO 

49. ¿Qué te gustaría hacer en el futuro si tuvieras la oportunidad? _____________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

50. ¿Comó alcanzarías esta meta? ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

AMOR 

51. ¿Haz amado a alguien alguna vez?  Sí________ No_________ 

52. ¿Alguíen te ha amado alguna vez? Sí (especificar quien)___________No____ 

53. ¿Comó supiste que el/ella te amaba? _________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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CUESTIONARIO JUVENIL: PARTE 2 

SALUD 

54. ¿Comó es tu salud en general?  Bien_______ Más o menos______ Mala_____ 

55. ¿Qué problemas de salud tienes? ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

56. ¿Qué tipo de enfermedades has tenido?  

Ninguna__________ gripe__________ resfriados________ infecciones 

generales___ Infección de ojos_____________________ hepatitis___________ 

enfermedad venérea___________ piojos____________ inflamación de las 

mocosas de la boca___________otras(especificar)_________________________ 

57. ¿Has tenido heridas graves? _________________ ¿Tipo?_______________  

58. ¿En dónde obtienes ayuda cuando estás enfermo(a) o tienes una herida?  

Clínica__________ Hospítal__________ Trabajador de salud en la calle?____ 

Otro lugar (especificar)___________________________________________ 

59. ¿Comó obtiene la gente SIDA o enfermedades sexuales?_________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

No sé___________ drogas por agujas__________ Sexo________Intercambio de

 líquidos de cuerpo _________________________________________________ 

60. ¿Qué estas haciendo tu para no obtener SIDA o enfermedades sexuales

 transmitidas?_______________________________________________________ 

61. ¿Haz usado alcohol o drogas?   Sí_____ No_______ 

¿Por qué?______________________     ¿Cuando?_________________________ 
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CUESTIONARIO JUVENIL: PARTE 3 

DIRECCIONES: En esta parte las preguntas están en grupos de dos.  En la primera 

pregunta, usted les pregunta a los niños/jóvenes que le digan sus pensamientos sobre si 

mismos y acerca de otras personas. En la segunda pregunta,  les pregunta como esos 

pensamientos aplican a sus situaciones diferentes de vida.  No hay respuestas exactas.  

Dígales a los jóvenes/niños que queremos saber sus pensamientos y sentimientos en las 

diferentes situaciones.  Haga que ellos describan sus sentimientos claramente como ellos 

puedan y entonces marque la caja que mejor describa su respuesta.  Recuerde, #1 es la 

respuesta más baja (menos, ninguno, nada en absoluto, etc.), #3 es el centro (algunos, el 

medio, etc) y #5 es la respuesta más alta (la mayoría del, mejor, tanto).  Las cajas #2 y #4 

son para las respuestas que caen en el medio.   

CARACTERÍSTICAS PERSONALES (UNO MISMO) 

                                                         Respuestas 

 Menos   Medio Mayoría               

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

RESPETO PROPRIO  

          62.¿Cuánto respeto tienes por tí  

mismo?      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

 

 



 

 

 

122

                                                         Respuestas 

 Menos   Medio Mayoría               

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

¿Cuánto respeto sientes por tí mismo  

En cada una de estos lugares? 

     _________________________ 

63. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

64. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

65. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

66. Voluntaria      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

67. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

FELICIDAD 

68. ¿Qué felíz eres generalmente?           /____/____/____/____/_____ 

¿Cuán felíz te sientes en cada uno  

de estos lugares? 

69. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

70. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

71. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                         Respuestas 

 Menos   Medio Mayoría               

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

Institución      _________________________ 

72. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

73. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

SENTIDO DE PERTENENCIA  

74. ¿Comó te llevas/armonizas con otras personas? 

_________________________ 

75. Casa     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

76. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

77. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

78. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

79. Involuntaria    /____/____/____/____/_____ 

PREOCUPACIÓN POR LOS DEMAS 

 80. ¿Cuánto te vale la felicidad de las demás personas que conoces?  

_________________________ 

81. Casa      /____/____/____/____/____ 

82. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____                                   

83. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                        Respuestas 

 Menos   Medio Mayoría               

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       ________________________ 

84. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

85. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

RECURSOS PROPIOS/POR TI MISMO 

86. ¿Cuán bueno eres para proponer otras maneras de resolver problemas? 

________________________ 

87. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

88. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

89. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

90. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

91. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

PLANEANDO 

92. ¿Cuánto planeas/organizas las cosas que haces?  

_________________________ 

93. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

94. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

95. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Respuestas 

 Menos   Medio Mayoría               

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

Institución    

96. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

97. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

INDEPENDENCIA  

98. ¿Cuánto prefieres hacer tus propias decisiones y hacer las cosas de tu propio 

modo?       _________________________ 

99. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

100. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

101. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

102. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

103. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

CONTROL DE LA VIDA  

104. ¿Cuánto puedes hacer que las cosas sucedan como tú quieres?  

_________________________ 

105. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

106. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

107. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                       Respuestas 

 Menos    Medio Mayoría              

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

108. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

109. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

HONESTIDAD 

110. ¿Qué tan honesto/a eres con otras personas? 

_________________________ 

111. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

112. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

113. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

114. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

115. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

116. ¿Qué tan honestos(as) crees que son tus amigos(as) con otras personas?  

________________________ 

117. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

118. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

119. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                          Respuestas 

 Menos   Medio Mayoría               

                                                1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

120. Voluntaria    /____/____/____/____/_____ 

121. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

TRABAJO 

122. ¿Qué tan duro trabajas usualmente en tus tareas y trabajos?  

_________________________ 

123. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

124. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

125. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

126. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

127. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

CONFIANZA 

128. ¿Cuánto confías en otras personas?  

_________________________ 

129. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

130. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

131. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Respuestas 

 Menos  Medio Mayoría              

                                                  1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

132. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

133. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

134. ¿Cuánto piensas que tus amigos y tus  

socios confían en otra gente/personas?  

_________________________ 

135. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

136. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

137. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

138. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

139. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

RESPETO PARA AUTORIDAD  

140. ¿Cuánto respeto tienes para personas en autoridad?  

_________________________ 

141. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

142. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

143. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                             Respuestas 

 Menos  Medio Mayoría              

                                                  1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

144. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

145. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

LIDERAZGO 

146. ¿Qué tan líder eres?  

_________________________ 

147. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

148. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

149. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución      _________________________ 

150. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

151. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

COOPERACIÓN 

152. ¿Usualmente cuánto cooperas con otras personas?  

_________________________ 

153. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

154. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

155. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Respuestas 

 Menos  Medio Mayoría              

                                                  1       2        3        4      5 

Institución      _________________________ 

156. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

157. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

COMPARTIENDO 

158. ¿Usualmente cuánto compartes tus cosas con otras personas?  

_________________________ 

159. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

160. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

161. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

162. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

163. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

AFECTO/AMOR 

164. ¿Cuánto cariño/afecto te da la gente?  

_________________________ 

165. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

166. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

167. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                                       Respuestas 

 Menos  Medio Mayoría              

                                                  1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       ________________________ 

168. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

169. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

ASSISTENCIA 

170. ¿Cuánto esta dispuesto(a) que la gente en ayudarte?  

_________________________ 

171. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

172. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

173. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución      _________________________ 

174. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

175. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____           

PROTECCIÓN 

176. ¿Si estas en peligro/apuro cuánto piensas que la gente te protege?   

________________________ 

177. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

178. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

179. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Respuestas 

 Menos  Medio Mayoría              

                                                  1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

180. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

181. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

CONFRATERNIDAD/COMPANERISMO 

182. ¿Cuánto compañerismo obtienes de otras personas?  

_________________________ 

183. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

184. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

185. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

186. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

187. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

RESPETO 

188. ¿Cuánto respeto recibes de otras personas?  

_________________________ 

189. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

190. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

191. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Respuestas 

 Menos  Medio Mayoría              

                                                  1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

192. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

193. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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INSTRUCCIONES: En esta parte, les preguntas a la juventud/niños si hay cualquier 

diferencia entre su seguridad física y los peligros que el/ella confronta en estas cuatro 

situaciones.   

D. AMBIENTE Y SITUACION (AMENAZAS) 

                                                            Respuestas 

Menos Medio Mayoría                

                                              1       2        3        4      5 

PERSONAS EN GENERAL 

¿Cuánto peligro de la gente estas en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

194. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

195. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

196. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

197. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

198. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

AUTORIDADES 

¿Cuánto peligro hay de personas en autoridad en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

199. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

200. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                         Respuestas 

Menos Medio Mayoría                

                                                1       2        3        4      5                                

201. Escuela      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

202. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

203. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

ACCIDENTES 

¿Cuánta oportunidad hay de que seas lastimado(a)  

accidentalmente en cada uno de estos lugares?  _________________________ 

204. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

205. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

206. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

207. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

208. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                         Respuestas 

          Menos  Medio Mayoría               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

VÍCTIMAS 

¿Si robas, lastimas o tomas ventaja de alguien en cada  

uno de estos lugares, cuánta oportunidad hay de  

que ellos se venguen (te lo regresen) de tí?   _________________________ 

209. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

210. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

211. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

212. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

213. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

IFECCIONES/ENFERMEDADES 

¿En cuánto peligro estas de enfermarte en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

214. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

215. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

216. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                           Respuestas 

          Menos  Medio Mayoría               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

217. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

218. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

ALCOHOL/DROGAS 

¿Qué tan disponible son alcohol/drogas en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

219. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

220. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

221. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

222. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

223. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

¿Qué tan posible es que tú tomes una sobre dosis de alcohol/drogas en cada uno de estos 

lugares?  

_________________________ 

224. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

225. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

226. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                           Respuestas 

          Menos  Medio Mayoría               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

227. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

228. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

SEXO 

¿Qué tan disponible es el sexo en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

229. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

230. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

231. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución      _________________________ 

232. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

233. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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E. CONDICIONES FÍSICAS 

                                                          Respuestas 

          Menos  Medio Mayoría               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

REFUGIO 

¿Comó es tu situacíon de vida en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

234. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

235. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

236. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

237. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

238. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

COMIDA 

¿Qué tan bien comes en cada uno de estos lugares? 

_________________________ 

239. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

240. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

241. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Respuestas 

          Menos  Medio Mayoría               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

242. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

243. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____                               

VESTIMENTA/ROPA 

¿Qué tan bien es las ropa que tienes cuando estas viviendo en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

244. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

245. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

246. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

247. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

SALUD MÉDICA 

¿Qué tan bueno es el cuidado que recibes en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

248. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

249. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

250. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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                                                            Respuestas 

          Menos  Medio Mayoría               

                                                         1       2        3        4      5 

Institución       _________________________ 

251. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

252. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

HIGIENE 

¿Qué tan buenas son las áreas para mantenerte limpio(a) en cada uno de estos lugares?  

_________________________ 

253. Casa      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

254. Calle      /____/____/____/____/_____ 

255. Escuela     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

Institución       _________________________ 

256. Voluntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 

257. Involuntaria     /____/____/____/____/_____ 
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OBSERVACIONES DEL ENTREVISTADOR  

Apariencia general del entrevistado  

258. ordenado y limpio      sucio y  desaseado 

  1  2  3  4  5  

259. Bien nutrido                   desnutrido  

  1  2  3  4  5 

260. Marcas de agujas________Intoxicado______ Dientes malos_______  

 Heridas_______ Pupilas dilatadas_______ cojo_________ tos________ 

 Mocosito________________ Otras apariencias_______________________ 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Nombre del Entrevistador 
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