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PUT THE WORLD IN 

PERSPECTIVE WITH FREE 

GOVERNMENT RESOURCES
By Jo Monahan

Children today are surrounded by television 

and social media. Younger children may 

encounter confusing and troubling media 

broadcasts that compete for viewer attention 

with sensationalized news reports on 

catastrophic natural disasters and worldwide 

political unrest. Media headlines offer an 

opportunity for educators and parents to ease 

anxiety while connecting the natural curiosity 

young children have with the actual history 

and cultures of the regions and countries that 

are being sensationalized (Henry J. Kaiser 

Family Foundation).

Even in difficult budget years, educators 

and parents have ready access to free, 

authoritative electronic government resources 

to supplement regular curriculum materials 

or those supplied by commercial vendors. The 

resources recommended below are “Where to 

Start” items, including a commercial-free board 

search portal similar to Google and an example 

of a federal website with a single focus: the 

world of climate and specialized curriculum 

collections. Next are websites or e-publications 

that could easily be added to your computer 

toolbar for quick reference when preparing 

topics on world history and culture. These 

include examples of handbooks and individual 

publications with a world culture focus. All can 

easily be adapted for use at any grade level. 

WHERE TO START

USA.gov (www.usa.gov). The official federal 

search portal that allows users to search across 

federal, state, and local government agency 

websites, including agency YouTube channels. 

For example, a simple search of the phrase 

“world culture” returns items from museums, 

libraries, educational organizations, research 

reports, videos, and curricula guides. This portal 

provides an opportunity to simply explore the 

entire world of government resources through 

the serendipity of “Googling” within a more 

specialized environment. 

NOAA Climate.gov (www.climate.gov).  

The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration portal into all things climate 

offers tools designed for specific audiences. 

News & Features covers topics in climate 

science, adaption, and mitigation. Maps & 

Data is a gateway for finding climate maps 

and data for research and analysis. Teaching 

Climate offers learning activities and 

curriculum materials, multi-media resources, 

and professional development opportunities 

for educators who want to incorporate climate 

science into their work. Supporting Decisions 

is a clearinghouse of reports, resources, and 

decision support tools for planners and policy 

leaders who want authoritative climate science 

information to help understand and manage 

climate-related risks and opportunities. 

EDSITEment (http://edsitement.neh.gov). 

“The Best of the Humanities on the Web,” 

EDSITEment is an educational partnership 

between the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, the Verizon Foundation, and the 

National Trust for the Humanities. They make 

a wide range of valuable humanities resources 

available—from museums, libraries, cultural 

institutions, and universities. The easy to 

search website enables you to search by grades 

(K–2, 3–5, 6–8, 9–12) and keyword or topic. A 

simple search using “Syria,” limited to grades 

9-12, returns a website from the University of 

Chicago, “Teaching the Middle East.” Here you 

will find lesson plans and modules to gain a 

broader understanding of the Middle East: 

The Geography of the Middle East, The Origins 

of Civilization, The Golden Age of Islam, The 

Middle East as Net Exporter, Writing and 

Literature, Rulership and Justice, The Question 

of Identity: Ethnicity, Language, Religion, and 

Gender, Empires to Nation-States, and The 

Middle East as Seen through Foreign Eyes. The 

lesson plans are available to download.

ERIC/Education Resources Information Center 

(www.eric.ed.gov). Familiar to many educators 

and librarians, ERIC provides the public with 

a centralized interface for searching the ERIC 

bibliographic database of more than 1.3 million 

citations, going back to 1966. Selecting the 

Advanced Search of the ERIC database, enter 

“Islamic,” for instance. Limit your search to 

full-text materials that are guides (classroom, 

teacher). Do not limit by date. This search 

returned six items. One example is Scarves of 

Many Colors: Muslim Women and the Veil. A 

Memorial Curriculum in Honor of the Life and 

Work of Joan Hawkinson Bohorfoush. With 

variations in your search terms (e.g., adding 

country names), you will find numerous other 

teaching aids, and by selecting journal citations 

as one of your parameters, bibliographies of 
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professional literature will also be at your fingertips. Additionally you may limit your search to the 

full-text ERIC Digest for lists related to specific countries or regions. 

World Wise Schools (www.peacecorps.gov/wws). “U.S. Peace Corps’ innovative Coverdell World 

Wise Schools program brings the Peace Corps experience home to American classrooms. The 

newly redesigned World Wise Schools (WWS) site makes it easier than ever for you to find 

your favorite free cross-cultural learning materials, including videos, lesson plans, podcasts, 

publications, and much more. In addition to the online learning materials, WWS also enables 

educators to connect their classrooms with current and returned Peace Corp Volunteers. Visit 

the Classroom Correspondence and World Wise Speakers program pages today to sign up for one 

or both of these exciting programs! All these resources seek to help U.S. educators to promote 

cultural awareness, broaden perspectives, and encourage service among their students. Visit the 

resources to learn how you can bring the world home to your classroom.” 

REFERENCE WEBSITES FOR YOUR TOOLBAR

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook (www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook/index.html). Published annually. “The World Factbook provides information on the 

history, people, government, economy, geography, communications, transportation, military, and 

transnational issues for 267 world entities. The Reference tab includes: maps of the major world 

regions, as well as Flags of the World, a Physical Map of the World, a Political Map of the World, a 

World Oceans map, and a Standard Time Zones of the World map.”

U.S. Bilateral Relations Fact Sheets, also called Background Notes on Countries of the World 

(www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/). Published by the U.S. State Department, these wonderfully 

informative booklets provide basic facts on a country’s land, people, history, government, political 

conditions, economy, and its relations with other countries and the United States. Illustrations 

include the country’s flag and a map. Links from the index page show maps that explain which 

countries are in the Near East and North Africa and other regions of the world. Additional links 

take you to related State Department information. You could use this site to create a game of 

places and facts.

Country Studies (http://memory.loc.gov/frd/cs/). Part of the Library of Congress, each volume in 

the “Country Studies Series presents a description and analysis of the historical setting and the 

social, economic, political, and national security systems and institutions of countries throughout 

the world with maps and other illustrations.” This site now allows searching across individual 

country studies. Searching the term “Islam” returns references to chapters in several country 

studies that would assist you in developing lessons on the importance of Islam as both a religion 

and a political force. 

Cultural and Ethnic Food and Nutrition 

Education Materials: A Resource List for 

Educators, November 2013 (www.nal.usda.gov/

fnic/pubs/ethnic.pdf). This U.S. Department 

of Agriculture, Food, and Nutrition Center 

publication has been prepared for educators 

interested in the topic of cultural and ethnic 

food. Food and language ties remain strong 

after immigration to the United States. 

Researching foods with nutritional lessons 

can be done at the earliest grades. 

These suggestions offer only a brief glimpse 

into the depth of government information 

that is available. Even a simple press release 

from the Department of State can spark ideas 

and send you on an exploration of culture. Let 

free government resources help put a more 

familiar face on a subject that for many young 

students may be strange, unknown, and 

needlessly frightening.
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The newly redesigned 

World Wise Schools site 

makes it easy to find free 

cross-cultural learning 

materials, including  

videos, lesson plans, 

podcasts, and publications.


