THE RELATION EETWEEN CERTAIN HOME FACTORS AND THE
SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC PROGRESS Of THE SECOND=-
GRADE PUPILS IN THE ROBERT E. LEE
SCHOOL, DENTON, TEXAS

APPROVED:

Ma jor Professor e

Z e bt

M1 Professor




THE RELATION BETWEEN CERTAIN HOME FACTORS AND THE
SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC PROGRESS OF THE SECOND-
GRADE PUPILS IN THE ROBERT E. LEE
SCHOOL, DENTON, TEXAS

THESIS

Presented to the Graduate Council of the North

Texas State Teachers College in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements

For the Degree of

MASTER OF SCIENCE
By
J. Do Parnell
BRIRY

Denton, Texas

August, 1940



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Pagze
LIST OF TAEBLES &4 o = & o & 5 5 &« o s o & s o & » » iv

Chapter
I' IHTRQB%TION‘ - .' [ 3 * % * - . L - * * L J L J L3 1

II, TEE RELATION OF TEE SOCIAL AND FCONOMIC
STATUS OF THE HOME TO THE SOCIAL
STATUS OF THE CHILDREN IN SCHOOLe o o o 8

III. TEE RFLATION OF THE SOCIAL AKD ECONOMIC
STATUS OF THE EOME AND THE SOCIAL
STATUS OF THE CEILDAEN TO CERTAIN
HEALTH FACTORBae » o o o o s 2 ¢ » ¢ » @ 22

IV. RELATION BETWEEN THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
STATUS OF THE HOMEF, THE SCHOOL SCCIAL
STATUS, ARD THE CHILDREN'S INTELLI-
GENCE QUOTIENT ¢« o o o 5 o o s o s = & 27

V. RELATION OF THE SOCIAL AXD FCONOYIC
STATUS OF THE HOME AND THE SOCIAL _
STATUS OF THE CEILDREX TO TRFIR :
READING RECORDS « o« ¢« o o ¢ 5 o 5 ¢ o o 31

VI. RELATIOR OF THE SOCTIAL AND ECONOMIC
STATUS OF THE HOME, THE SCEOOL
SOCIAL STATUS, AND TEE TEACHER'S
RATIRG OF THE SECOND~-GRADE PUPILS!
PEFSONALITY TRAITS

VII SUMMARY, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS o « o e 40

111



Table
l.

2a

Se

Te

8.

Oe

10,

11,

12,

LIST OF TABLE3

Per Cent of Second-Grade Puplls Who Have
Certain Home Facilities « « ¢« o ¢ o o o o

Per Cent of Homes of Second-Grade Puplls
That Possess Certain Fconomic Items « «

Per Cent of Second~Grade Pupils! Homes
That Yave Certaln Cultural Items « ¢« + o

Per Hent of Second-Grade Puplils' Fathers
Who Are Fngaged in Certain Types of
OccupBtionSe o ¢ ¢ 2 2 o s = 4 s s ¢ o @

Per Cent of Fsthers and ¥others of Second-
Grade Puplls Who Reached Certain School
Attaiments. e« * ® & 8 ® 6 * ® B & © e »

Social and Economle Fome Status Rank of
the Second=-CGrade Pupils o« o« o s ¢ ¢ s o o

School Socisl Status of Second-Gradse
Pupils. # 5 & 5 0 ¢ 8 & B e w® ® e s e »

A Comparison of the Socisl and Economic
Home StatuBSe o ¢ ¢ + = > & & 5 & o @ * o

The Health Scores of Second-Grade Pupils
Based on the Number of Teeth Cavities,
Dental Care, Corrective Fye and Tonsil
Treatmente o« o ¥ v + & ¢« 5 & @« o o s o

A Comparison of the Soclsl &nd Fconomic Home
Status and School Social Status of the
Second~Grade Pupils With Thelr Heglth

StatuBe ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ 2 8 % ¢ » 5 o & s » o

The Intelligence Quotient Status of the
Second-Grade Pupll8 o« o » v« ¢ o » o s » o

A Comparison of the Soclal and Fconomie
Home Status of the Second~Grade Pupils
With Thelir School Social Status and
Thelr I. Qe SERALUB: ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o o o & @

iv

Paze

10

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

23

25

27

29



Pa.e

~J

The Feadin; Status of the Second-Crade

A

A

PupllSe o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ ¢« o ¢ o o o o 32

Ccmparison of the Social and “conomic

Home Status With the “chool Soclal

Status and the Feading Status of the
Second=Crade PupPlls o o o o o o o o o ¢ o 33

Comparison of the Seccnd=-Grade Purlls!?

Soclal and Fconomle Tiome “tatus, Thelr

School Soclal Status, and Thelr Per-

Sonality TraltSe o o e » &6 @ o @ & o o o 37



CHAPTER I
INTODUCTION

Statement of Problem
T™e problem of this study is to determine the relation-
sh:ip between certalin home factors and tre soclial and acedenlc
pro_ress of the second-zsrade puplls Iin the Robert . Leoe
Elementary School, Tenton, Texas. Iilore specifically, the
problen is %to compare the clildrent's facilities, tr.e econonlc,
educational, social, and occupational status of thte homes with
the reading, intelll ence quotient, social, and reclth stetus

of the pu:ills who lived in these homes in 1939=40.

Sources of lata
Information on lLome environment of the second~;rade
pupils was secured by means of personal interviews with the

parents and by edministration of the Ninnesota lome Status

Index,l m scale for measuring urban home environment. The
following items were considered: clilirents facllitles in
the home, the economic status of the roms, the cultural status
of tlie home, mnd the ocecupaticnal status and educetional

status of tle psrents.

Ix11ce . Leahy, The Iinnesota lome Status Index.




The health status of each »upil was secured from reports
on examination made by local physicians. The academlic status

was determined by administration of the Gates Primary Readin:

Tests, Types I, II, and III.2 The intelligence scores were
secured by administration the California Test of liental Ma-

turity, Primery Series.® Data on the social status of each
child were secured by combining each pupll's score on the
following eisht choosing situations: (1) choosing partners
for having photograph made, October 26, 1939; (2) choosing
names for ;ilving Christmas presents, November 24, 1939; (3)
choosing partners for a train trip, January 8, 1940; (4)
choosing a seatin; companion for hish-second grade, January 21,
1940; (5) choosing pupils to whom valentines would he jiven,
February 14, 1940; (7) choosing a pupil to hold the fossil
while a picture was made, April 15, 1940; and (8) choosing
a partner for a trip to the college flower exhibit, May 10,
1940.

Me thod of Procedure
In securing the data on the homes, the writer Inter-
viewed the mother in most cases. An approach was usually

made by asking her i1f she had seen the health chart made on

2A. I. Gates, Gates Primary Reading; Tests, Twpes I, II,
and III.

SElizabeth T. Sullivan, Willis W. Clark, and Ernest ¥.
Tieg, California Test of Mental Maturity, Primary Series.




her chilld bty tle local physiclans. It was found that many
of iha pupils hed falled to ibkn il rejorts home. Tpon
hearing the question, most of the motlers Lecame intorested
and Invited tlo wrlter Into il homes NAccessibllity was
also nade easler by tle writert's acguaintance wiih nost of
tie parenisa.

¥hen the motlhers Lad seen the hoelih repert and had
agked a few gquestions, the intorviewer began to lead to ques-
tions related to objective fuctors in the Lome environnent.
vhonever tho desiroed informatlion could bhe secured by obssrva-
tion, 1o guastions were askod.

Tarly in the lnvestl_ oation 1t was obgorved that guestlons
rolated to ihe sducational status of the parsnts and to tlre
occupational status of the fallera caused gome erlarrasnont.
The notlars save amany and varled excuses for the situsntion,.
However, tle daota werc secured ecvan wlen exbarracssient was
avident,

JAfter date on tlhe lomw enviromment snl the clilirent's
sclool status were secured, ocaclh: chilld wes scored on the Items
conslidered In the study. Alphabeoticelly, the pupils were
numbered, and tobulations were :ade for cach c¢hlld on his
soclal and econonic home status, sci:.ool socliel status, healtl
status, intolli ence quotient, and roading astatuse The el ht
hizlost total home status ancores were placed in OSrovwp I the

oisht next hishest seores in Group II; the el _ht next to the



lowest scores In Sroup III; and the aix lowest scores I1n
Group IV; these scores were used zg & criterion. The puplila!?
scoress on their school soclel status, health, Intellizence
quotient, and resedin; wore clecked ajainst this criterion in
order to determine whether ceritaln Lome foctors seered to

influence the childrent!s social and academlic pro resse

Related Studles

Many and varied lnvoctigsmstions in the field of tie rela-
tion of soclo=-econonmic conditions to the oupll's school status
have heen made in recent years. Tiis intense rescuaurch has
prooably resulted rronm the incepticn of the child-centered
schcol and from the curriculiz: revision movement in the United
States.,

One of the nost interesting investijationa is that re-
lated to the effect of &n unstable lome on the clilde A
sood exarnple of this type of study is found in the Cleveland
Child Guidence Clinlc.4 This or_anization rakes a routine
mental-l:ealth study of every child placed in the Cleveland
Cl:illdrents All Soclety, a study home for dependent children
for wiom placement plana rmust be made. One roup chosen for
study offered a fairly lar_e unselected :roup of children
w0 presented an adequate cross section of all the various

problemns of chlld ;uidance. The homes of these chlldren

4F. Newman, "The Tffect on the Child of an Unstable
florie Situation,® Mental Fy lene, XII, (1928), 740-=750.



were brokxen by 1llness, health, cesertion, or by what was
considered parental antl-social belaviors. The tlrce types
of childron considered in tle study included the following:

1, Those who Iad not proviously presented any serious
belraviour or personzlity problems

2e Those whose protlens were characterized by overt mis-
behaviour w.ich could best be defined as imitat 1ve of thelr
snvironment,

3e Those whose actual symptoratic hehaviour duplicated
thet of the second (ype, but which was complicated by pore
sonality <ifficultics,

In the discussion of this problenm, it was strted that
children of tke first two types often care frcm the poorest
horxes, but that tley Lad becen skown affection. The standards
was often far below tlo accepted standerds, but the chilildren
felt secure in thelir _roup.

The type that wes <distin_ulsled by personality Cilfie
culties rathker than by misbehavior was the child whose nlse-
bel:avior took overt for:: because te has bean uprooted from
farlllar surroundings and was required tc a2djust himself
to a new set of personalities.s The autlor concluded that
.18 behavior wrs dan_crous, because it Lad 1ts roots in
a feeling of Insccurity, whlch often causes children to
resort to steelin;, to unceslrcble sang activity, and to

destructivenesse Ths nuthor also concluded :ilet children



vho came [ron unsithle hemes and wereo placed in stroan e hones
misged the stoble love outlet whicl. they n-ceded mnd tlict tlrey
were of ton driven to {lind other satisfaction for their ego.

Ridonours made & study of the back rounds ol thirty wi th-
éravin_ chilirens. She found that el ht homes of the sroup
were found to Le classifliable under a descriptive lieadin; of
"poverty” w.ich rmeant beirn totally or partlally dependent
on public cliarity. However, [{ive clildren cane from wealthy
homes, and several were found to bz from broken homese The
rok played dy ill hLosl th or physical inferlority in pre=-
disposing to wlthdrawing was wall recognizede. In comparison
with a sroup of control chlldreon, 1t was found that in thire=
teon of the trhlrty homes of tlhe wlthdrawing sroup both parents
were "soclal", whereas in twenty of the thirty hones of the

control sroup tho parents werc "soclal.® The author concluded,

therefo.e, thet tke home cnviromient, cspecially the gocial
tendenciecs of tlie parents, played an lmpertsnt port in the
solution of the problem, o

In 1937, Cecilia Pisula® invostizasted certain hehavior
problems of childien from Li_k and fro: low scononmic roups.

A sroup of fifty children {roma hormes of hizh soclo=econonic

Ohina Ae Ridenour, "A Stucy of tie Rackground of w1 th-
drawing Children," Journsl of Tducat 1onal Hesearch, XXVIII,{1934),
132’143 ]

6

Coecilia Pisula, "Delavior Problens of Chlldren from
Hish and Low Tconomic Sroups®, Yentel Iy:slene, XXI(1037),
PPs 4C2=43EZ,
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status were studied ’n comzarison with a control sroup of
fifty from dependent Lomes. The author found that ckildren
from tle more comfortable homes showed more sclhool maladjust-
ments then the children from & low economic status. They
also exhiblted more problems besed on aubmissive traits,
fewer problems based on a; resslve traits, and about an equel
numtter of "faulty-hablt" problemas.

These studles are indicative of the importance of the
present problem. They also denote trends pertalning to the

relation of socio=-scononic factors to clild developmente.



CEAPTER II

TEE RELATION OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE HOME
PO THE SOCIAL STATUS OF THE CHILDREN IN SCHOOL

Home Environment

Children comb to school from homes; therefore no intelli-
gent guldance of & child is possible unless we see himvagainat
the background of his family. It 1s important to have exten~-
sive informetion . as to the intimate details of family life
because children grow and flourish under a wide variety of
home conditionse

A report from The White House Conference contains several
statements}relative to what a good home contrlibutes to a child's

development today and for all his future lifes.

l. Meets need of child for security through parent's
affection, understanding, and consideration and through
the accepted place of the family in the cormunity.

2. Meets need of child for accomplishment through
opportunities for work, with enough success to encourage
endeavor throuzh opportunities for helpful service to
others through freedom from interference with natural
desires for achievement. '

3+ Provlides early health care through dlet, clothing,
sleep, rest, play through medical supervision, protection
from fatigue, overstralin, infectlone.

4o Proviﬂea opportunities for mental development through
encouragement to dec for himself, through answering ques~
tions, through giving him space and materials for play.

5+ Provides early soclal training through experience
with other c¢hildren under supervision, through vocational
guldance, through training in manners and morals, through
help in learning to live in harmony with aime and objects
of the other people.



(o]

6. Assists child 1n orlentatlon, in developling his
views of life, hils concent of Jod, and his scheme of the
universe.l

Problems of child developﬁent demand that factors constil-
tuting the child's home environmment be measured. This 1s dif-
ficult to do at best. IHowever, with the use cf a standardized
scale for the purpose, the taskx 1s less difficult.

Data on the home environment of the second-grade pupils

in the Robert E. Lee Elementary School were secured by adminis-

tration of the Minnesota liome Status In.dex,2 a scale for meas-

uring urban home environment. This scale affords numerical
expression to the nature and extent of varlations existing in
living conditions in the thirty homes of the second-grade
pupils.

In order to approximeate the whole complex of the physical
home environment in whieh each child lives, it was necessary
to secure information on many objiectlve aspects of the home.
All data are classifled arbitrarily into groups 1n order to
facilitate recording, and are rlaced under one of the follow-
Ing headinzs, as found 1n the printed scale: Children's Facili-
ties Index, Economic Status, Cultural Status, Social Status,

Occupational Status, and Educational Status.® A compilation

lEdna W. Falley, Anite D. Laton, and Ellzabeth L. Bishop,
Studying Chlldren in School, p. 2C.
2

Allce 1. Leahy, op. cit.

sIbid.
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of scores on these i1tems constitutes the punils' economic and
social status scores which are represented in table form at
the conclusion of the discussion of all individual factors

previously mentioned.

Children's lacilitles
Data were secured on the following iltems relating to chill-
dren's facilltles in the home: playground equlipment, bicycle
or tricycle, recreational room, music lessons outside of school,
dancing lessons outside of school, allowance to spend, and story
books for chlldren. The vresence of these facilities is indi-

cated in Table 1.

TAEZLE 1

PER CENT OF "ECOND-GRADE PUPILS %WHO HAVE
CERTAIN HOME FACILITIES

Facllities Fer cent of Pupils
Story books for childreénNeeecsc::.ccevsscsccossces 70
TricyCle or biCFCleoooooooooocoooooooooooocooo 32
Chlldren's allowance to spendecesccccocccacene 27
Recreational room...‘..........'.00..0........ 14
Playiround eGulrnméinltecessccsecoscsscccscsnnsss 8
Muslc lessons outslide of schOoOlecececcoccacces 5
Dancing lessons outside ¢f SchoOleeececcecscces 0

Data in Table 1 show that only one of the seven facilities
listed in the talble was possessed by mcre than one-half of the
group; the remaining ones were possessed by less than one-half,

Six of the seven facilitles were possessed by less than one-

third of the group. Therefore it 1s to be concluded that a
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ma jority of the second-grade pupils did not possess home facili-
ties which are considered desirable for child development. The
econonic status of the home and the facililtles show a coefficient
of correlation of £ .61 £ .08, This high correlation 1s easy

to understand since the facilitles of the children have been

measured.

Economic Items in the Homes

The income of a famlly 1s generally an index to the eco-
nomical level of the home, vecause the facllities that can be
purchased generally depend on the lncome. Data have been se-
cured on the presence of the followlng il1tems 1n the homes of the
second-grade puplls In order to determine the economic status
of the famllies: gas, bathroom, telephone, vacuum cleaner,
washin: machine and manzle, electric refrigerator, automoblle,
boat, families that took vacation last year, paid asslstance
in the home, and radio. These data are contained in Table 2.

Data in Tatle 2 show that seven of the ten economic
l1tems listed in the table were possessed by less than one-
third of the pupils' homes. Only three items were possessed
by more than one-half of the zgroup, and no ltem was possessed
by as many as two-thlirds of the group. These data indicate
that a majority of the second-grade puplls' homes did not
possess certaln economic items that are consldered necessary

for attaining a desirable standard of 1living.
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TATLE 2

PER CENT OF HOMES OF SECOND-GRADE PUPILS THAT
POSSESS CERTAIN ECOMNONIC ITEMS

Items Per Cent

of Homes
Vacuum ClefNerlrececsccscsssesscosasscsccsosscsnccsnosnoccs 8
Flectric refrig;er’ator.............................. 16
Washing machlne and mangle......................... 30
Telephone..........'..............‘.........'...‘.. 19
Ffamlllies that took Vacations_,l.ast JEGI s vesecsvsccscs 33
Gas......‘.............".......................... 49
AUtomObDllGevenecsensnvoccecscoscscscsscccccscsosncccnsnsce 51
Batllroom.............'.......'...‘.'..........‘.... 59
Radio............‘.‘.......................'....... 62
Paid assistant in t}ae home..........‘.............. O

Culturel Status of the Homes of the Second-
Grade Puplls

The inheritance of native capacitles and tralts is from
a family stock and cannot be Jjudzed wilth certainty from know-
ledge of the immedlate family group, but '‘he characteristics
of the small famlily group with whom a chilld lives in the in-
timate contacts of dally l1fe have zreat significance in de;
termining hls chances to realize hls potentialities.4

In order to determine the cultural status of the second-
grade purils'!', data were secured on the presence of the fol-
lowing items in the home: kodak, typewriter, plano, encyclo-
pedla, ma:azines, newspavers, desirable books for adults, parents!

muslical inclinatlon, and father's membershlip 1n professional

clubs. These data are contained in Table 3.

4Edna W. BPailey, Anita D. Laton, and Elizabteth L. Bishop,
op. cit., p. 19.
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TABLE 3

PER CENT Of SECOND-GRADE PUPILS' TIOMES THAT FAVE
CERTALIN CULTURAL ITTMS

Items Per Cent

of Homes
Father's membership in professional clubSesecess 3
Typewriters.‘....o'O"0....0'..'........0...0... 8
Encyclopedia.........-.......................... 10
Piano..‘........‘.OI.......’.Q.'00.0.'.......... 19
rﬂaGEZineSoooooooo D I IR I N I N N S S R X ) 24
Musical Inclinatlon of parentSeecscsscscscsccccccas 27
Kodak'..'....O..Q.lC.0.....0.00'......."....... 62

NEeWSPADErS s ess00ssccssecsessccoscsscsssscsscsascnocse 68
Good books fOr 8dultSeceseccscsacsscsccsccscacnase 89

Data 1In Table 3 show that only two of the nine cultursasl
ltems listed in the table were possessed by more than fifty
per cent of the second-grade puplls. The remaining seven items
were possessed by less than one-third of the group. Five of the
nine ltems were possessed by less than one-fourth of the group.
These data indicate the very low cultural status of a majority
of the puplls! homes. The correlation vetween the cultural
status of the home and the puplls! school social status 1is
/.65 é.OV. This hlzh correlatlion indicates that a positive
relation exists between certain home factors and the pupil's

s~ ocl social status.

The Second-Grade Pupils! Fathers'! Occupatlions
Fcr the purpose of this study, the occupations engaged in
by the second-gracde pupils! fathers have been classifled in

seven categories which are listed in Table 4.
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TAPLE 4

PER CENT OF StCOND-GRADE PUPILS!
FATEERS WHO ARE ENGAGED IN
CERT:IN TYPES OF

OCCUPATIONS

Type of Oc- Per Cent of
cupation Fathers

Da‘*)r labor'.......................“......... 35
Slightly s}:illed..........'......Q.....“.0 2'7
Seml-“r’.)fpfﬁi.on.al anc mamgerialooo‘ooooooo 11
Semi'—skilled............................... )
Skilled‘Q‘................'................ 16
Professionalececccecccccccacscccsscnscscnccnnns 3
Unempl(‘fyed................................o S

Data in Table 4 show that over half of the seccnd-grade
pupils' fathers were classified as day laborers or slightly
skilled workmen. Only nineteen per cent were classified as
skilled workers or préfessional men. These data show that a
majority of the second-grade puplls' fathers were employed in
occupations that indicated a low socio-economic status for the
family.

Educational Status of the Second-Grade
Pupils!'! Parents

In order to determine the educational status of the second-
grade puplls'! perents, data were secured on the number whose
school attainment was the eisjhth grade or less, entrance into
hizh school, completion of hizh school, entrance into college,
and complection of colleze. This information is contained in

Table S.



TAELE S

PER CENT OF FATHFERS AND MOTEERS Or SECOND=-
GRADE PUPILS WrEO REACHTED CERTAIN
SCE00L ATTAINMENTS

o t————————— et— ~mcr—

Attalnment Per Cent of Per Cent of
Reached Mothers Fathers
Eighth srade Oor 1eSSecsscesscses 68 70
Entered high 8CLOO)leecoosesocce 16 21
Completed hiéh SChOOlooooooooo 8 5
Entered €0ll€ €cescscsscnscsoces 5 3
Completed COllegeooooooooooooc 3 3
Graduate WOrKeeeesoocooeocasssee C 3

Data in Tacle & show that over two-thirds of both fathers
and mothers of the second-grade pupils completed no more than
eight zrades in school. Less than one-fourth of the parents
entered high schonl, and less than ten per cent of those who
entered hizh school were graduated. Onlr three per cent of
the zroup entered college; data from the interview sheets
show that these were husband and wife, and that the husband
completed hls graduate work for the minlstry. The preceding
data indlicete the low educatlional status of a majority of
the second-grade puplls' parents. The mothers' academic
status and the children's soclal status average show a correla-
tion of .39 £ 13. A correlation of .31 £ 11 1is found between
the parents' educational status and the children's intelllizence

quotient. The mothert's academic status and the home status of

the child have a correlation of .46 - .09. The educational



16

status and the occupational status of the father show a
correlation of .43 £ .10. All of these correlations are
hizh enouzh %0 justify the concluslon that the parent's
academic status and the father's educatlonal status are two
factors that are related to the children's soclal status
and to theilr intelligence quotient status.
Complete Soclal and Economlc Home
Status of the Puplls
By comblning the scores on the home facilities, the eco-

nomic items, the cultural items, the occupational status of
te parents, and the educational status ci tre parents of
each pupll, a total score on the social and economic home
status for each pupll was obtalned. These data are presented

in Table 6.

TABLE 6

SOCIAL AXND ECONOMIC HOME STATUS RANK OF TEE
SECOND-GRADE PUPILS

Group I Group II Group III Group IV

Pupil Score Pupill Score Pupill Score Pupll Score

28 250 10 179 30 169 4 149

13 206 18 176 20 lé6l1 12 149

19 198 8 174 22 150 21 149

29 188 14 174 24 158 7 148
3 187 S 173 25 157 1 146

15 187 9 170 17 153 26 146
6 182 11 170 27 153

16 180 23 170 2 14S

AVg. | 197 173 160 143
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Data in Table 6 show that the averazge social and economic
home status score for Croup I exceeded the avera;ze score for
Group IV by forty-nine points, which is a very wide margine.
The difference 1indicates that puplls in the lcwest bracket
have much more undesirable home surroundings than pupils in
the highest bracket.

The gradual lowering of scores within the groups also
Indicates that the second-grade class contains puplls of
various sccio-economic levels. However, the fact that the
three high scores in Group I are very much hizher than the
scores in Groups II, III, and IV indicates that the soclal
and economlc home status of practically all of the second-

grade pupils is low.

The School Social Status of the Seconde=Grade Puplls

The introductory chapter contains a discussion of the
eizht socliometric tests which were used as a basls for de-
termining each pupll's soclel status at school, The scores
on these tests have been complled and arpear in Table 7.
The pupll numbers are arranged in accordance with the rank
which they attalned in the soclal and economic home status
represented in Taltle 6.

Data In Table 7 show a wide difference between the aver-
age scores of Groups I and IV. The difference between suc-

cesaive average scores tends to become smaller when noted

in descendling order; that 1s, there 1s a wider difference in



TABLY 7

SCHOOL SOCIAL STATUS 0: SECOID=GRADE PUPILS

Pupll |Scores Puplil | Scores Punil | Scores Pupil | Scores
NO. for No. for MO for NOoe. for
Group I Croup II1 Group IiIl Group IV
28 .03 10 .06 30 .018 4 .03
13 .05 13 .03 2 013 12 .04
1¢ 13 8 .016 22 «03 21 . 006
29 011 14 .018 24 .02 7 .03
3 .03 5 .07 25 . 020 1l .009
15 12 g «05 17 020 26 .C07
6 07 11 .04 27 «05
16 «J15 23 .009 2 « 020
AVZe Q57 <366 .024 0192

the averaze scores of Groups I and II than appears between
Groups II and III or between Groups IIland IV. This condition
indfcetes that the puplls in Group I have a very much higher
social status than puplls in the other three zroups. It is
also indicative of the extremely low social status of the groups
in the lower brackets.
A Comparison of the Social and Economic Status of
the Second-Grade Pupils %Wlth Their
School Social Status

Previous tables contaln data on beth the social economic
status and the school social status of each pupil 1n the second
grade. A comparlison of these data appears 1n Table 8, Thils
Information shows that the group of pupils who made the highest
averaze soclal and economic home scores also made the highest
averaze scores in thelir sclhcol social status. The group who

ranked next to hishest on soclal and economic home scores had
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TABLF 8

A COUPARISOE O THE SCOCIAL AND ECORCHIC
HOME STATUS

Group 1 Group II
® ®
S8 » é§ »
gs | % e | 3
:§§ b aég s
i -t ~ ~3
3 3| £E | % 3% £5
& 3 & Ao & & 8 a3
23 250 « 03 10 17¢ e
13 206 « 05 13 1786 +0U30
19 198 «13 3 174 016
2z 188 «C11 14 174 »013
3 187 03 5 173 « 07
18 197 12 g 170 «05
€ 182 «07 11 17C «04
16 180 +O18 23 176 +CO9
AVZe 187 «087 173 - 027
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the same ranxing on their schcol soclal status scores, and so
on down throuch Group IV. These data 1indicate that the Zroup
of pupils who had the most desiravle home surrounding s also
had the highest school soclal rank. It is therefore con-

cluded that the pupils' home environment had some relation

to thelr school socigl status. In thls connection, it 1s inter-
esting to note the correlations vetween the puplls! successive
social status ratings from October, 1C38, to MNay, 1940: October
26 and November 24, F# .63; NovemiLer 24 and January 8, £ .94;
January 8 and January 21, £ .75; January 21 and February 14,

£ .76; Fevruary 14 and Yarch 4 £ .65; March 4 and April 10,

£ +89; April 10 and May 12, # .36.

Sumary

Data 1n Chapter II pertain to the relation vetween the
social and economic status of the home and the school socilal
status of the second-grade puplls. An analysls of data shows
that a wide difference existed between toth the averagse social
and economlic home status score and the averagze school socilal
status score of Groups I and IV. It was also found that
many low scores existed in toth factors; this indlcated a low
home status and a low school soclal status for a majority of
the puplls.

WWhen a comparison was made cetween each Zroup's average
social and economlc home score and its average school soclal
score, it was found that puplls who lived in more desirable
home surroundings rated hizher on their school soclal status
than pupils who lived in undesiratle homes., It was therefore
concluded that there was a relatlon Letween certailn home factors

and the pupils' social status at school.



CEAPTER III

THE RELATION OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONO¥IC STATUS OF
IIE HOME AND THE SOCIAL STATUS OF THEE CHILDREN

TO CERTAIN HEALTH FACTORS

Health Status

Supervision of health of the student populatlion is an im-
portant factor. It should be taken into account 1n estimatlng
what a pupil's school 1ife does mean or can mean for hls whole
development and welfare. Thilis problem demands the codperation
of home and school.

In order to secure a score for the health status of the
second~-grade pupils considered In thils study, four items were
considered: teeth cavities, dental care, defective eyes, and
tonsils and adenolds. Ten polnts were allowed for each pupill
who had no teeth cavitles. One point was allowed for the
following iltems: dental care by a dentist, having defective
eyes treated, and having defective tonslls and adenoids treated.
Therefore thirteen was the perfect health status score. One
point for each cavity, and one point for the absence of any
other specified health factors were deducted from the total
score. Individual scores of puplls with thelr group ranking,
based on thils tabulation, are contained in Table Q.

Data in Table 9 show that twenty-three pupils have teeth



TABL: 9

L FFALTE SCORES O: STCOL-GRADE PUFILS DASID 0N
.;Z WOMLER OF TEETE CAVITIEZ, DENTAL CARE,
cov-.r\ cr*(vr VY. A'D q-qu ﬁIT mh} LTUTNT

' ] 120ta
Cavit Care ‘Pyes Tonsils flealth
Treated Treated Score

1 S x x ©
2 3 0y b 4 x 8
3 0 v y x 12
4 3 y X X 38
5 0 ¥ X x 11
6 4 Yy X x 7
7 0 x ¥y x 11
3 4 Yy x b4 7
9 10 y vy X 12
10 1l Y Yy x 11
11 o v X x 11
12 2 x x X 8
13 5] Yy x y 7
14 & x x X 1¢C
15 10 y x y 12
16 1 y X y 11
17 2 y x x G
13 8 y x vy 4
1l¢ 4 Yy y x 8
20 3 y x b 4 8
21 S y x x 5]
22 2 Y X x 9
23 2 y x X 9
24 3 Yy y x 4
25 1l h 4 y b 4 11
26 2 X x X 8
27 3 Y Yy y 10
23 2 Yy vy x 10
29 0 x x X 10
30 G x x b < 10

x means "io"
y means "Yes"
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cavitles, ranglng from one to ten; nineteen have regular dental
care} six have not had defective eves treated, an? six have
not had defective tonsils and adenoids treated or removede.
Conferences with parents revealed that some of the medicsal
care received was secured throush the lcocal Ziwanis clubs A
few parents felt that the su;gested medicel attention was un-
necessary; others stated that they would have the necessary
work done at an sarly date.

An anelysis of data in Teble ¢ shows that no pupil has
a perfect health score according to criteria used for scoring
this item. Twenty-one of the thirty-two puplls rave scores
of seven or atove, Indicatling that they meet about rmlf of the
requirements for a perfcct health score.

A Comparison of the Pupils! Soclal and Economic
Home Status and School Soclal JStatus
With Thelr Fealth Status

In order to determins whether any relation seemed to
exlst between certain factors in the children's homes, thelr
achool social status, and their health status, a rating of
the second-grade pupils'! scores on these ltems was nade.
™his information 1s contalned in Tatle 10. These data show
that the puplls! health scores di? not vary as much as their
soclal status scores. OCroups I and II had the same health
score, and Groups IIT and IV were only one point and 2.2 polnts
respectively bLelow this scores This condiltion may te due to

the fact that & criterion for determining the pupil's health
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rank was decided upon arbitrarily. HIHowever, from data 1n
Table 10 it may be seen that the two upper-brackets health
scores, the total home status scores, and the school social
status scores were each higher than the lcwer-brackets scores.
This fact leads to the concluslon that the puplls who lived
in desirable homes attained higher social and health ratings

than the punils who lived in less desirable homes.



CHAPTER IV

RELATION IETWEEN T:I TOCIAL AND TCONOMNIC STATUS O:r THE HOUE,
THT SCHOOL SOCIAL STATUS, AND TEE CZILDREN'S

INTELLIGYKCE QUOTIENT

Intelligence Status of Second-Grade Pupils
Data on the Intellizence quotient cf the second-zrade pupils
in the Rcvert E. Lee School were secured by administration of

the Californla Test of llental Maturity, Primary “eries.l The

results are presented in Table 1l1l.

TAELE 11

THE INTLLLIGENCE QUOTITNT STATUS Or THE SECOND-GRADE PUFPILS

Group I Group II Group ITI Group IV
— — — —~
o . o L] o | [ o4 ®
o) <} o8 o a, o Q, o
& - & - & - & M
23 134 10 113 30 119 4 120
13 N 91 18 110 20 33 12 111
19 121 8 96 22 106 21 96
20 95 14 112 24 109 7 118
3 96 5 109 25 37 1l 85
15 101 9 31 17 88 2 c6
6 137 11 101 27 77
16 93 23 o8 2 67
Avg. 1083 102 o2 o9

lpi1zabeth T. Sullivan, Willis W. Clarx, and Ernest W.
Tilss, Californla Test of Yental Maturlty, Primary Serles.
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Data iIn Table 11 show that the maximum intellizence
guotient score for Group I was 137, the minimum, 913 Group
IZ, =naximum 113, minimum, 813 Group III, maximum 119, minimum
67; Group IV, maximum 120, ard minimum 66. An analysis of
ti:ese data shows that a wlde ran_e existed between the highest
score of 137 in Group I and the lowest score of 66 in Group
IV. It also shows that a difference existed tetween the aver-
age ncores of Groups I and IV; the average score for Group I
was 103, whereas the average for Group IV was 99. The extreme
varliance of scores within Group I, supplemented by the low
scores in the othcir three groups, indicates the low intelli-
zence quotient of a majority of the second-zrade pupils.,

Comparison of the Pupils' Intellizence
Quotlent Scores With Thelr Total
Home and School Social Status

In order to determlne whether any relation seemed to
exist between certain home factors and the soclal status and
intellizence quotient status of the second-grade pupils, a
comparison was made of data 1n Tables 8 and 11l. This Informa-
tion 1s contalned 1n Tavle 12. These data srhow that the aver-
aze Intellizence quotient scores of purils in the two upper
brackets were hizher than the average intellizence quotient
scores in the two lower trackets. The same thingz is true
of the social and economic home status scores and the school
soclal status scores. It 1s to be noted that a smaller 4if-

ference exlsts between the average 1Intelligence gquotient
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scores of successive zroups than exlsted between the succes-
sive group scores on soclilal and economic home status and
school social status. A correlation of .46 é .09 was found to
exist between the puplls' intelligence quotient and their
soclal and economic home status. Althcugh this correlation

is not extremely hizh, 1t 1s to te concluded that certain
home factors seem to have affected the puplls' intelligence

quotient an? thereb—~ thelr school social status.



CHAPTER V

RELATION OF TI'E SOCIAL AND ICCNOXIC STATUS OF
TEE HOME AND TEE SOCIAL STATUS O0rf THE
CEILDREN TO THEIR READING RECOTDS

Reading Status of the Second-Grade Puplls

For the purpose of thls study, the reading status of
each pupll, secured by administratlon of a reliable reading
test, 1s an index to his academic status. In thls connection
it is to be emphasized that reading disabllities are a serious
handicap and are not always confined to the dull pupil.
Freshman classes in college have been found to show a range
in reading skills from the third-grade level to the level of
the superior adult.l Tt 1is Important that provision be made
by the school or home to discover the pupll's difficultiles,
to arrange for their removal, and to consider the pupil's
limitations in passing judgment on his school performances.

Table 13 contalns data relative to the reading status
of the second-zgrade puplls. Information in this table was

secured by adminlstration of the Gates Primary Reading Tests,
2

Types 1, 1I, and III.

lEdna W. Palley, Anita D. Laton, Ellzabeth L. Bishop,
op. cit., p. 152,

2Arthur I. Gates, Gates Primary Reading Tests, I, II, III.
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TABLE 13
THE READING STATUS Or TIE SYECOND-~GRADE
PUPILS
Group I Group II Group III Group IV
o @ o o
<2 < g <a <
& P : ‘ ;
—~ 'E?O gg r— og)d) :élo.g —~ -%po :E?-‘é -v%o :
5|98 | 3% 3| SR ¥0 /%] e %% % 38 %
] J ] o
A& |26 e5| & 2G| k4 | & | 28| &5 & | &5 | &2
28 3.41 106 10 3.44 107 30 3.36 105 4 2.38 100
13 2.83 79 13 3.35 105 20 1.58 81 12 2.11 89
19 3.50 119 8 2.26 90 22 3.44 102 21 1.98 87
29 2.11 39 14 2.20 09 24 2.21 883 7 3.01 101
3 2.37 99 5 3.25 104 25 2.10 89 1l 1.91 85
15 2.50 94 ] 2.33 100 17 2.65 26 2 2.37 92
6 3.29 108 11 3.24 104 27 1.65 82
16 1.31 85 23 1.71 83 2 2.37 92
AVE. 2473 o7 2.37 99 2.42 g2 2.33 92

Data in Table 13 show that the average reading score for Group I
was 2.73, whereas Group IV averaged 2.38. The average reading age
in months for Group I was 97, whereas Group IV averaged 92. It is
obvious that approximately one-half of a year's difference and
one-half of a grade's difference existed tetween the scores of
Groups I and IV,

A Comparison of the Pupils' Reading Status, the Social and

Economic Status of the Home, and the Sccial Status in
School

In order to determine whether the home environment and the

school soclal status had any relation to the puplls'! reading status,
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TAELE 14

A COXFPARIZOF OF TEE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EOHWE STATUS
WITE THE SCHOOL SOCIAL STATUS AND THE READ-
ING STATUS OF THE SECOND=GRADE PUPILS

Group I Group II

o o]

4 [ ) ot ~ & o

@ 2 1 ® ® 3 1 ©

3 o $4 D o | © 54 t0

H 0 o <t 4; 3 o <

3 “ 9 ) S v 1
o ~ '8 o i o —a

~ o o9 ot ot 4 ®© 80 i ot
of Q 5 S K < g | - © 5o e < TP
5 (88| 58| 8 | 25|5 | 83| 55| 8 |35
5 e ol 7] o (754 = E ol 751 (72X ~ g s
28 280 | 03 J.41 | 106 10 179 « 06 Se44 | 107

13 206 | L05 [2.83 | 79 |18 | 176 | .030 |3.35 | 105
19 198 | .13 |3.50 (119 | 8 | 174 | .016 |2.26 | 90
20 188 | .011 | 2.11 | 89 |14 | 174 | .018 |2.80 | 99
187 | .03 [2.37 | 89 | B | 173 | .07 |3.25 104
15 187 | .12 [2.50 | 84 | 9 | 170 | .05 |2.88 |100
6 (182 | JO7 |3.29 (105 |11 | 170 | .04 |[3.24 104
16 180 | 015 |1.81 | 85 |23 | 170 | .009 |1.,71 | 83

4 ]

Avgdl97 «087 | 2,73 | ©7 173 <037 | 2.87 99
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TARLE 14--Continued
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a comparison was made between the data in Tables 8 and 13.

Thls Information is contained in Table 14. From these data

it 1s seen that the puplls whose scores fell in the two upper
brackets in the total home status scores and in the school
soclal status scores also ranked in the two upper brackets in
their reading scores. Thus 1t is to be concluded that certailn
home factors and the soclal rating of the puplls appear to have

a relation to their reading records.



CEAPTER V

=

RELATION OF TEE SOCIAL ANKND ECONOIIIC STATUS Or TiE HOME,
THE SCII00L SCCIAL FTATUS, ALD THE TFACIER'S RATING

OF THIL SECOND-GRADE PUPILS' PIRSONALITY TRAITS

In order to cdetermine whether the puplls who ranked in the
two high-scoring groups in their soclal and economic home status
and in thelr school status possessed more desirable persconality
tralts and fewer undesiratle personality tralts, a comparison
was made of data on the two first-mentioned ltems with the
teacher's estimate of the pupils! personality characteristics.
The following characteristics were consldered: (1) domlnating
or agsressive, (2) timid, shy, and retiring, (3) nice-looking,
aﬁd a‘tractive, (4) clothes pretty and neat, (5) good in group
performances, (6) good group leader, (7) fussy and whiney--
blames others, (8) tattles on others, (S) shows off, (10)
cheerful and happy disposition, (11) cooperation in group work.

A comparison of these data 1s found in Table 15. This
information shows that the puplls who ranked Group I in both
the total home status score and the school soclal status score,
were estimated by the teacher to possess an equivalent of 5.2
desirable personallty characteristics and an equivalent of 1.1
undesirable personallty characteristics. The pupils who ranked

Group IV on both the total home status sccre and the school

36
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TABLE 15

TET STCOND-GRADE PUPILS!
E STATUS,

THEIR PERSOXN-
ALITY TRAITS

TEEIR SCHOOL SOCIAL STATUS,
AND

SOCIAL ArD ECONOMIC HOM

A COMNPARISON OI
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social status score were estlvated by the teacher to possess an
equivalent of 2.6 desirable personality characteristics and 1.5
undesiraitle characteristics. Thus it is tc be concluded that
the puplls who had the most desirable home surroundings and who
ranked higzh on theilr school soclal status score possessed a
larger number of desirable personality characteristics than the
pupils who lived in less desirable homes and who had a low
school socilal status score. Again 1t appears that certaln home
factors had a relation to the number of desirable and undesir-
atle personality traits which the teacher estimated as being

possessed by the pupils.



CEAPTER VII
SUMIARY, FINDINGS, AND CORCLUSIONS

Summary

Data in this study are related to an analysis of the
soclal and economic home status, the school social status, the
health, intelligence, reading and friendship status, of thirty
second~-zrade pupils in the Rotert E. Lee Elementary School,
Denton, Texas. A comparison 1is made tetween sach child's home
status and his social, health, intelllgence, reading and friend-
ship status in order to drawconclusions as to the relationship
between certaln ovbjective environmental factors in the homes
and the pupils' development.

The study 1s divided into seven sections, each of which
constitutes a chapter. The first section contains an intro-
duction to the problem; the second is an analysis of the rela-
tion between the social and economic status of the pupils!
homes and the puplls! school soclal status; the third is s
discussion of relation vetween the social and the economic
status of the home, the puplils' social status, and certain
health factors; the fourth 1s an analysis of the relation
tetween the soclal and economic status of the home, tre pupils!
school social status, and their Iintelligence quotients; the

fifth 1s a dlscussion of the relatlion vtetween the socilal and
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eccnomic status of the home, the puplls' school soclal steatus,
ard thelr readln; status; tre sizth is an invéestization of

twe relation tetween the social and the econonic status of the
home, the rupills' school soclal status, and the teachers!
ratin: of the puprlil's perscnality traits; the seventh 1is =a
summary of the protlem with a list of the findinzs and the

conclusions drawn from the investiiation.

Findin:s

The followin  findings resulted from the 1nvestigation of
various phages cf the proitlem under consideration:

l. A rajority of tre pupils did not possess the home
facllitles which are considered desiratle for child develop-
mente.

2. A majority of the pupils! homes did not possess certeain
econonic 1tems that are conaldered necessary for attalning a
desiratle standard of livirge.

Ce A malorlty of the homes evldenced & poverty of cultural
items.

4. A majority of the puplls' fathers were ermployed 1n
occupations trat Indiccsted a lcw socio~economnic status for the
family; over half of the fathers were clazsifled as dav lavorers
or slizshtly=-skilled werimen; the fathers of th e puplils in the
twe high-scoring sroups had a much hisher occupational status

tran the feathe:s of puplls in the lcw=scering sroupse.



Se Tne parents of a najorlity of the pupils had a very
low educational status; over two-thirds of them completed
no more than eight grades 1n school; less than one-fourth of
them entered hizh schcol; and leas than ten per cent of those
who entered hl:h school were sraduated; only three per cent of
tr.e entire group entered colle_e, ard only one-half of that
three per cent were ;raduated. Yowever, parents of five pupils
in the hi-hest-gcoring group had a hizher educaticnel status
than the parents of pupils 1n the lower-sccring groupse.

6e A majority of the homes has a low soclal and ‘economl
status,

7. Over sixty per cent orf the pupils whro ranked hizh in
school social status also ranked high in their total home status
scores,

8e X0 pupil in the second zrade had a perfect Lealth score;
twenty-three had teet: cavities; and six had recelved treat-
ment for defective eyes, tonslls, and adenoids,

Se Avproxinmately forty rer cent of the purils who ranited
hich in health status also ranited hi h i socilal status and
in soclial and eccnomic home statuse.

10. Forty per cent of the puplls who ranked 1n the two
hizhest-scoring groups on intelligence quotient also ranited in
the two hi hest-scorin; groups In home status and school social
stetus.

11, Almost two-thlrds of the puplls who ranked hish 1in

their reading status also ranked hi_ h in home environment and



in their social status at school.

12. The pupils wro ranxed in the two hishe-scoring groups
in thelr s~clal and eccnomic home status and in thc school
soclial status possessed more desiratle personality tralits and
fewer undesirable personality traits then puplls in the lower-

scoring groups.

Conclusions

The followin; conclusions have Teen drawn as a result of
rescarch on the problem under consideration:

l. A majority of the second-zrade puplls had a lcw social
and economic home statuse.

2. Certain hcme factors, including the presence of chil-
dren's desiratle facllitles, the presence of certain desir-
atle economic and cultural items, the parents! educational
status, and the father's occupational status, had a positive

relation to the puplls'! sociel and academlc progress.
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