IMPORTANCE OF CHARLESTON IR SOUTHERN
HISTORY 1670-1860

APPROVED:

1o e reialoc g eas
g
ez Qamedl

/ IA‘t 7 A (4
D

Direc oro e Depaytmen

4

7. VAR 7 /2 % &
hplrman O the Gréaduate Count

ol

C'\



IMPORTANCE OF CEARLEJTON IN SOUTHERN
ilISTORY 1670-1860

THESIS

Iresented to the Greduste Council of the ¥orth
Texss 3tate Teschers Collsge in itartial

Fulfillment of the Requirements

rfor the legree of

YASTER OF SCIENCEB
By
Jim Tom ¥iles, B, <.

Tenton, Texes

fugust, 1240

5530 ¢



5H36¢ FREFZCR

Thies thesls wes written in en attempt to portrey the
growth and history of Charleston, South Carolina, from
1670 to 1880, The story bagins with the founding of the
city and the conditions that prevailed at the time the
Ruguencts landed on the Caroline ecast, &nd closes vhen
mich of the glory of the city was loat in the shadows
that fell over the South with the coming of the Civil
¥ar, On aceount of 1ts splendid locstion snd natursl
advantages, Charleston developed into one of the greatest
commerelial, socizl, snd culturzl ecenters of the entire
South,

The origingl intereat of the suthor in this sudjlect
wts Inapired by & viait to Cherleeton in 19238. 4t that
time sn indelible impression was mede on his mnind of the
importasnce of thet oity in the history of the South, The
resessreh material used in this study wus mede available
by the lidbrary of the North Texes State Teacher's Colle pe.
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CBAFTRR I
INTROTUCTIOR

Cherleston, South Csroling 1s one ¢f the ocldest cities
In fmerica, It is loceted on e peninsula between the Ashley
end the Cooper Rivers st the hesd of e lendlockecd bay, end
thus hes 2 water front on three sides. The harbor, six
miles long and three miles wide, 1s now considered cne of
the finest anchoreges in the United Stetes. The port 1is
defended by Fort Moultrie et ita entrence, end vy ~ort
Sumter on en islend in the micddle of the bey.

The history of the territory thit 1s now the stete of
South Carolina detes back to the yerr 1520 when it was ex-
plored by <ome Spanlsrds from Cube. In 1562, forty~{ive
vesrs hefore the English colonizeticn of Virginias, fifty-
tec yerrs before the [utch settlement of Yew YVork, end
fifty~eipght veurs before the ruritans lsnded at ¥essgchusetts
Bsy, Captein Jesn Ribeult of Diepjre, cormanding the first
Buguenot emigration to Y¥orth Americe, on the first dey of
Yey, entered the beautiful herbor of what 1s now fort Royel,
Couth Carolina. Internsl disszension wetkened the infsnt

Huguenot colony end it was soon destroyed by the 3penish.
The 1ife of this settlement was short end it wes not until
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ebout one hundred yveers leter that g permsnent sottlement
was made, In 1629, Charles II grented the Carolina rsgion
in America to “ir Hobert Hesth, but he 4id not attempt to
meke eny kind of settlement end allovied the cleim to lapse.

The settlers from Jemestown, Virginia, begen to ex-
Flore the upper water of severgl streams flowing into the
Albemerle end Currituck Sounds and finelly established e
settlement at Albemsrle. This gsettlerent at Albemarle
Sound did not pgrow very repicdly end the preprietors com~
menced to send out expsditions seeling more sgettlers. Cne
of these expeditions under the lesdership of Crptein Fobdert
Yarford linded st rort Roysl =nd clsimed the territory in
the neme of Englend. ThHree years leter in April, 1670,
Captein ¥illiem Sayle end a smell groupn of one hundred fifty
coloniasts lended st the mouth of the sshley HRiver.

There they founded the firat English settlement in
South Ceroling, which they nsmed "01d Cherles Towne™ in
honor of ¥ngland's King, Charles II. The esrly site of
Cherlestown was simply a& marsh snd very unheslthful, con-
secuently in 1871 & deciaslion wes mede to move the town to
a more convenient £nd more herlthful aspot. The site selected
vas between the Ashley and the Cooper Hivers.

The city of Charleston was leid out in such g way thet
it would be assy to heve protection from the Indiens, The

rlens sere sent from Englsnd, and the very wide satreets were

l1aid out so that moat of them went down to the water-front.
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These seme atreets today seem very nerrow, btut for thst dey
they were wide snd convenlently erranged. 3Soon after the
new site was located bullding commenced, which was cerried
forward very raridly. lumber was plentiful snd of a very
fine verliety. A fort or well was constrmueted sround the
city for 1ts protection from the sesvage red men. The trees
and underbrush ell sround the peninsule were cut aswey in
order that the colonists might bs &bls to see the Tndiens
from a dfistance, and prepore themsclves for any reids,

The 301l in snd sround Chsrleston is of & variety thst
%11} produce almost every thing grown in & temperste climete.
The early settlers raised most of the ;roducts that they
needed. The climete 1s quite deliphtful snd hes often been
compered to that of sunny Itsly. Although some of the sur-
rounding country is marsh-lesnd end unheslthful , the city
of Chgrleston is cooled by s breegze from the Atlentic ocesn.
From the dnte 0f the estsblishment of the firat settlement,
Charleston hes grown rapidly es a socicl, economic, and
culturgl center. It 13 called the netropolis of the Staote
of South Ceroline.

Cherleston's locrtion on the water-front assured the
inhebitents of s constont end stesdy stresm of settlers
emigrating from the nstive lend of nplend. These Fnglish
settlera were not the only ones, howvever, thet pocured in

from the ser., The populstion of Charleston hes zlweys been



of veried netionglities. Shipping to rnd from the foreign
countries started eslmost immedistely, end vith this crening
the treders &nd rlenters from other lends begen to drift to
Charleston's shores. %ith the settlers came the customs

end trpdes of other nations, end for this resaon its history
is one of the most interesting of 211 the eities in our
countrye.

From the estgblishment of the firat settlement, by
Captsin ¥1lliem Sgyle in 167C, to the yesr 1860, develop~
ment was repid end exciting from every angle. The soclsal
srd economic influence of Charleston upon the South hes
been far-reeching and wide-aspresd., Through its development
end progress it is posaible to follow the development of the
entires South, beginning with the first cotton shipred from
the City of Charleston to Enrland's shores. Meny of the
first sattlers arriving in Cherleston pushed Inlend, meking
nev settlements, and intoc esch ©of these new gsettlements wes
ocer™ed the atmosphere of 'Cld Cherles Towne.' Its velue to
the South ia shown from the very beginning of its history.
™e ancient vintapge 0f 1ts culturs aend progress is noticeadbly
ovident throughout the history of the South,



CHAFTFR IX
URDER THE PROFRISTGRY FROX 1670 TC 1719

The history of Charleston, South Caroline, from the
estatlishment of its . resent locetion, in Yovemter 1680, to
the period ending in 1860, portreys a vivid snd colorful
picture of life and development in the 0ld South. Although
the English had been interested in the Virginia snd Carolins
coast for more then & hundred yesrs, snd an esrlier settle-
ment hed been msde at "0ld Charles Towne" in 1670, the history
of the present day Charleston hsa its beginning in the yvesr
1680.

In the vear 1629, Charles I of Englend, made an sttempt
to pey off a debt of gratitude to one of his feithful end
loyasl subjects. The peyment of the debt to Sir Fohert Yeath
wes in the form of e donrtion of land in ;merica. The grent
included all the land south of Virginia, thence west to the
recific ocean. Sir Robert made no effort to trke possession
of his newly scquired, lergs, wild, snd glmost uninhebdbited
territory, snd in consequence the claim wses epllowed to lspse.

Again in 1663, King Cherles IT ;81d some of his politicel
debts, by grenting to certsin Fnglish lords end noblemen, the

very smme territory thst hts foither hed doneted to <ir fiotert
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Heath., Cripinplly the territory of Cerolins was gresnted to
Lord Clarendon, the PMuke of Albemrrle, Sir inthony .ishley
Cooper, Lord <shley, lord Crasven, lLord "erkley, Sir George
Certeret, Sir John Colleton snd =ir %1llism “erkeley. These
"nglishmen beceme the lords rroprietors of the veat estrte,
end for e pertod of forty-nine yeers Charleston wes poverned
by these Lords Froprietors. Soon sfter this grant wes made
by Cherles II troutrle erose over the origincl grent of his
fether to 3ir Robert Yesth. Cherles YT simply cencelled

the 0ld grant, issued 8 new one tnd celled the new owners
the "Second lLords [roprietors,” 1 mis territory, somewhet
lgrger then the firat grant, wes rensmed Ceroline, snd wes
to be poverned In the fnglish manner, the territory becoming
e iralstinete.

The territory slresdy settled end estetlished as
Virginis Influenced the growth of Cerolinas. ¥sny of the
early Virginians were dissatisfied wlth the conditions in
thset colony snd begsn to dArift to other regions. Their first
settlement was locuted gt Albemerle Sound. The settlers were
slow in drifting down frox Virginia, snd the colony was not
growing with any noticesble rapidity. In April 1670, Ceptain
%111iam Seyle set out from the Barbedoes with about one hundred
fifty ecolonists for the shores of Cerolina and the first settle-

ment was mede st the mouth of the Ashley River. 2

1Harriette Kershew leld*ng, Chsrleston Historic snd
RFomentic, pe 19.

E, C. Fawk, Feconomic I'istory of +he =outh, p. 47,
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This firat location was in the marsh lend, end very
unheslthful; it was far from civiliszetion and in conatant
danger of reids by the Indiens gnd Spanisrds. Hardships
vere inmumersble, and sickneass and hunger took the lives
of meny of the coclonists. These unfavoradle conditions
led the colonists to sesrch for a more sultable location,
in which they would feel better protected from the savage
onslaughts, and also have more convenient end healthful
howmes. Up the peninsula s short waey from "0ld4 Charles
Towne,” an 1desl place for the new town was selected., Hare
the Ashley and Cooper Rlvers, less than a mile epart,
supplied the town with an sbundence of lending space suffi-
cient to socomodate ss meny ships as desired to come into
its harbor. This locetion gsve Charleston one of the lergest
end most valuable herbors in Americs. The founders of the
town probebly foresaw what waes later written about it:

The town was situated at the narrow apex of e
trlangle and would eventuslly drein the trsde of the
whole hinterland through its strests and ship timber,
rice, indigo, naval stores, thoussnds of skins of
wild snimals, end other Carolina products over her
wharves. °

In honor of their donor, end their King, the Lords
Froprietors called the c¢ity "0ld Cherles Towne," this name
later being shortsned and changed to Cherleston. The plans
for ihe city were sent over from Fnglend, the specificstions

celling for main streets to be not less than one hundred PFeet

3
Harriette Xershew lLeiding, Cherleston Historic and
Romantic, p. 285,




broed, other streets to be at lesst sixty-feet wide, and the
narrowest elley ways to be not less then eight feet. The
streets were nsred for meny of the prominent eerly settlers,
some of them bearing the same names todsy. Tradd, one of
the oldeat astreets of Charleston, was nemed for the first
mele c¢hild born within its bounds. These streeta, that were
considered unusually wide during that time, are now rather
narrow snd crowded, and are not a% all suitedble for our
modern~day traffic.

The growth of the colony was sssured from the beginning,
since the cost of transportation of s passenger from London
was only five pounds. The hesd of eeach family was given fifty
ecres of lend for himself, fifty for ssch mele servsent, and
fifty acres for erch marrisgeable dasughter or woman servsnt.
The rent on this property was only a penny sn acre, and this
quitrent was not to commence until after the lend had been
occupied fortwo yeara. If settlers desired, they could
purchase the lend outright for the small sum of fifty pounds
for ons thousend acres. As further inducement, a bounty of
fourteen pounds wes given to each person bringing a healthy
male servent, from twelve to thirty years of sge, with the
proviso thet this servent had no eriminsl record.

The climate and soil of the new ssttlement afforded
the colonists a variety of products. They were able to raise

wvhest, ryes, ocats, peas, turnips, parsnips, potatoes snd twenty
varijeties of beens., FHowever, the early inhabitents Aaia not



seen to tske to the idea of farming end reising their owmn
living. Yost of them had secured live stock snd could hsve
plenty of mest, so they did not bother to plent anything.
The p roprietors continued te¢ spend lerge sums of money for
the suprort of the people. The cattls end hogs were allowed
to roam over the country, fsading themselves from the native
grasses, acorns esnd berrles, Very soon the csttle and hogs
were to bs found on the atreets, sand one of the rirst ordi-
nances of Cherleston was to regulete the practice of per-~
mitting the stock fres renge of the entire oity.

%¥1lliem Sayle wes the first governor of the colony, amd
from the very beginning, the city of Charleston was ths center
for all govermment ectivity. The first popular election was
held in 1672, a»d a Parliament wes created. Governor Sayle
died, and was replaced by Joseph Rest, who was slectsd by the
Councll, His term was very short, snd in 1672, Sir John
Yeamans was made governor by the aprointment of the FPalastine.
During Yesmens! term es governor, a new rarlisment wes elected.

Yesmans had been living for eome time in the Barbedoes,
end when he wes eprointed governor he ceme to Charleston
bringing with him many Xegroes from the plantations., Kis
experience in the Barbadoes gsve him an insight into the
necessities and problems of estadlishing a new colony, and
in meny ways the ocountry was benefited by his administration.
The proprietors were quite exaspersted becsuse of his extrav-
agance in building waells and fortificetions, but he understood
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the situetion and felt the need of protection from the in-
vaders. Through his efforts many rich plenters from the
Vest Indien JYslends and the Barbasdoes, caxme to Carolins

and estsblished their permanent homes in Charleston. Yeemans
als0o reeslized the velue of the forests, and worked to ereates
a demand for the great cedar logs in England, as well as in
other foreign countries.

The plenters from the Barbedoes transported their Negroes
to the lends of Csrolina and agricultural ventures wers on a
very large scale from the first. These plsnters were, as s
rule, wealthy and of & rather high cless, and most of them
were members of the Church of England. This landed gentry
mede up the roial background of Charleston aend mede it one
of the most prominent social centers of the entire South,

The proprietors were unsble to tolerate Yeemens end his
expenditures, s0 he very quietly withdrew and returned to the
Barbadoes. He was replaced by Governor West.

The lords iropristors contimied to complein about the
unusually large sxpenditures for the support of some of the
colonists, sho were seemingly unable to take cere of them-
selves. It is claimed that they rnumbered arocund six hundred
in the year 1675. The colonists seemed deaf to the complaints,
however, and went on living end doing as they had before.
"Charleston, like the true Epliscopal community thet she was,

continmed es she was in the beginning, i1s now, and ever shall
be, end a1d whet she wented.”

4
Ibid. 9 Po 320
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The lLords iroprietors, however, msde an attempt to
dissugde some of the colonists from cattle reising, and
Interest them in sgriculture. In 1680, the vessel Richmond,
wes sent out from England by the proprietors, with & colony
of French Ruguenots, who were under the protection of Chsrles
IT., Their arrivel merely evoked the diasplessure of the
colonists, Cherles II had hoped to estadlish the culture of
silk wOorms in the colony, but all the silk worms died on the
wagy over. The venture was not a complete fallures, since the
French were not only efficient in the silk industry, but were
quite sdept st making wins snd ralsing olives. The first wine
made in the colony snd shipped to England was equally as good
as that secured in France snd Italy. They also made "corn
cordial® by roasting meize or corn «nd mixing it with boiled
milk, This drink wes used for home consumption.

Tradesmen end shop~keepers invested their earnings
in corgoes and sent them out to the trade centers of the
world. In this way they secured sufficient money to buy
tracts of 1lsnd end Join the ranks of the land-holders,
end thereby lose the stigms attached to those in trade.
As lends near to Chaerleston were taken up these people
secured grants for trects in outlying districts. Chsrleston,
was, thus, contimumously supplying settlers who pushed
further snd further gfield. . « «+ The trede of Charleston
was & prige worth having, snd shile politics engrossed the
gentlemen gnd orops absorbed the farmer claas, the subject
of Carolins commerce completely engrossed the Froprietors. o

One of the most umisual Items in the history of the city
of Chsrleston was the fact that the colony had been estsblished
for fourteen years tefore & church was duilt. All the planters

vho came from the Barbedoes weore members of the Chureh of

5
Ibid., p. 35.
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Englend, but evidently there wers no very staunch memters
in the first grour of colonists. 3ome historians say that
the delsy in building the first churech might have been on
sccount of the uncertainty of the final locstion of the
city. However thst may be, it was the year 1682, before
Cherleston sand her citizens wers provided eith a church,
The original St. Fhilip'’s church was erscted whers St.
¥ichaelsnow stands, It was constructed of dlack cypress
and considered a very substentisl snd fine structure for
thet day. Leiding describes Charleston's first church in
the following lines:
Ste. Fhilip's wes seid to be 'large and stetely'

sand to hseve & neat pslissde sround it. . . « The

foundetion was of brick, and this mode of building,

nsmely & eypreas house on a brick foundetion, was

long esteemed and continued in the colony. For lime

they turnt the old Indien hesps of oyster shells.

ihis lime meokes the strongsat possidle mortar.

e o o A lerge 01@ fashioned drick house on the egst

side of Glebe street, was until a comperatively

recent period, the Rectory of St. P%ilip'a. and was

elways ¥nown as the "Glebe Houss."

Bulldings for other donominstions were soon comstructed.
The Fresbyterians built thelr "¥hite Keeting House" on Heeting
strest, and on Church atreet were loceted the Baptist and the
French Huguenot Churches, 8ll constructed in 1687. Cherleston
points with pride to the fact, that, even today, more than one
hundred end rifty-five years later, ¢ hurches are still standing

on each of these aites, although none of the original buildings

é
¥rs. St. Julien Revenel, Charleston, The Ilece and The
Feople, ppe. 19-20, -
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remalng,

The constent arrivel of the French Luguenots, who were
settling in and arcund Charlsston, grestly displeesed the
English colonists, but in 1683 they were more deeply of-
fended by news thet arrived from Europe. It was reported
that the Lords Froprietors wvere plenning to ssnd ten thousand
Scotch-Irish dissenters to form e new and seperate colony at
Fort Royal near Charleston. The governor of the new colony
was to be lord Cardross, a steauncn iresbyterian. His idea
was to secure an asylum in the Carolina country for his per-
secuted people. The Lords lroprietors, being anxious for
more ssttlers, were grestly pleased with the plen and offered
ell kinds of induncements in order to acquire such & large and
permenent settlement. when this colony actually arrived, 1t
included many politicel prisoners and other undesirables, but
the total numdber wes far short of the reported ten thousand.
Dissension between the two governors started immediately, and
the arrangems nt was never satiafectory.

The first dissension arose between Cardross and the
Governor of Cerolina when Cerdross cleimed thet the Lords
Proprletor; had bestowed the ssme power uﬁon him as that of
the governor. Chargea were filed ageinst Cardross snd feeling
was 30 bitter that when aid was asked br the Seotch for pro-
tection agrinst Spenish invasions, the g overnor snd the Council

ignored the request; consequently, in .388, the Spanish de-
scended upon the Scotch settlement at fort Royel, killing
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many of the inhebitents, tsking others prisoners, end com-
Pletely destroying the settlement,

This uprising end insurrection probably saved Charleston
from being a wictim of the same fate later. As soon as the
Council heard of the deatruction of cthe Scotch settlemsnt,
they immedistely issued orders and msde provisions to am
Charleston. Oovernor Horton provided and fitted out two
veasels, end wes preparing to go out and take over the Spanish
colony when James Colleton arrived in Charleston es the new
governor of Cerolina. This put a stop to the invasion,
although the colonists made preparations several times later
to wipe out the Spenish, The proprietors on the other side
of the sea were struggling otémlly to keep pesce with Spein,
and they becked Colleton in his ettempt to prqvont any trouble.

Colleton's term as governor waes marked by struggle end
dissension from the day of his errival., The colonists felt
that he used disorimination agsinst them on several occasions,
end gave him 1ittle or no cooperstion. Having felled in his
attempts to collect the guitrent for the Proprietors, he
celled out the militie, which sct of course incensed the
ecolonists even more. Finally, after four years, he was
relieved of his duties and benished from Carolins.

In the short sproce of four years, from 1682 to 1686,
there were no less then five governors in South Cerolins;
Joseph Morton, Joseph Vest, Iidand Kiole, Robert Quarry, and
James Colleton. | |
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T™e Governors were either ill-qualified for their
The inhebitants, fer Prom 114ing in friendshipand o >"
hamony asrmong themselves, had &lso been turbulent end
ungovernable. The proprietory government wes wesk, un-

steble, £nd little respected. It did not excite a

sufficient interest for its own suprort.

The quitrent wes slow end difficult toc collect, the
sale of land Drought in little or no monsy, and the Lords
Froprietors, looking upon the colony as a finsncial venture,
were bitterly disappointed. Becsuse of their scheming to
make more money from their foreign property in Carolins, the
government of the colony was poorly supported. The funds to
operate the government were insufficient for the needs of
this period. ¥uch of the poor mnégemant was blamed on the
governors, and this of course ceused a grest desl of A4is-
sension end unkindly feelings between the colonists and the
g overnors. Jt lessened the spirit of cooperation, end this
in turn decreased the strength of the ssttlement.,

It seems that the episode with Colleton did not put an
end to the unsatiasfsctory situation at Charleston. The next
g overnor was Seth Sothell, s refuges from Yortr Carolina.
Folitical feoling ren high during his term es g overnor; he
wves scoused of treeson and generally disliked. FRegardlesa
of this feeling towsg him, he endesvored in his way, to mske
e few improvements. FProbably his most importaent schiesvement
was thet of giving the population some political power. Here-

tofore, the citizens had never been sllowed any particuler

——

7David Ramsay, History of South Cerolina, p. 23.




18

voiloe in the affsirs of state, and Cerolins is indedted to
Sothell for his help elong this line.

Although the struggle hasd been a rather difficult one
from the time of the first settlement in 1680, development
was taking place with a more or less rapid stride. Trade
was inoreasing every year and the bitter struggle with the
Spenish for the Indisn trade was bringing results. The
Barbsdoss plsntsers hsd seen the commercial benefits of
Charleston from the start, and they pushed foreign trade to
the limit. The small landholders snd planters had commenced
trads with their neighbors on land, as well es with incoming
snd outgoing ships Iin the Charleston Bay. Agein Lsiding in
her plcturesque style gives a glimpse of the Charleston of
this dey:

A picture of Cherleston in these stirring deys
would show her wharves piled high wmith goods, her
herbor alive with picturescue vessels, her streets
thronged with prospercus citigens, Indien treders,
and ssiloras from off the hoats, all paasing in gnd
out of the shops that lined Tradd and Elliott streets
snd fronted the blue waters of the Bay. On the streats
"vigtualers, vinters, cord~vninnrn, waggoners, higglers,
snd writing fellows or scrivenors” cried their wares as
thpy had been wont to 4o in the strests of lLondon town
and vied with the hawkers, podglara and petty chapmen
who sold goods to passers-by.

This decided increase in tresde made 1t neceasary for the

government to tske some measures for the protection of the
city. In 1685, just fifteen years after the estadblishment
of the first settlement, a Collector of Customs was estab-

1ished in Charleston.

BLoiding, Charleston, Historic snd Romantic, p. 36.
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One of the most deciding frctors in the soeiasl and
economic develorment of Charleston was a seemingly small
matter in its beginning, but event ally beceme a mighty
force in shaping the deatiny of en elresdy fast growing
commerciel center. In 1696, the captein of ocne of the in-
coming ships from ¥adagascsr preeented the Governor of
Carolins with a bag of rice. He plented this beg of rice,
end hervested & large cror in hia gerden., From thet day
forward rice becames one of the most important products in
thet section of the country. Immediately the colonists
centered their attention snd energles on the production
of this new crop. It mede the farmer & commercial factor,
and raised agricultursl problems thaet were previocusly un-
known in the western world.

The cultivation of rice caused the plrnters to demand
more land, and fortunately there wss plenty of it., At first
by the headright system end later by the purchase of the
land, small farms grew piece by piece into grest plantations.
The plantstion system celled for incressed lebor; the answer
to this problem was slavery. Permanency, and not skill was
the quality thset wass most needed in a labor supply for the
South, and the only possible soclution wass slavery," ©

The profits from rice were sufficient to bring e rapid
growth in population, and to enesble the planters to enjoy
luxuries that were impossibdble in Virginise. This was partly

QE. Q. Hawk, Economic History of the South, p. 85,
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due to the system of slave management and pertly s conse-
quence of the development of Charleston as a center of
coloniel 1ife. The existence of lerge plantetions in South
Cerolina mede the systew of slave control diffsrent from
that Iin the other colonies. The planters of 3South Csrolines
d1d not 1live on their plantstions, but left them to the
menagement of cverseers, ss hed besn thelr custom in the
Barbadoes. This deprived the Negroes of any opportunity for
peraonal service and the affection of their masters. This
situation 1s reflected In the harsh slave code of the rice
counr:try.

The South Carolina slsve code ceme from the test Indies,
the ¥est Indies code was besed on the Spsnish law., The
Spanish system came from the 0ld Roman lew, which made the
slaeve absolute property of his mgster. Treatment by over-
seers, themselves more interested in the commissions which
they were to receive from the crop thanm in the sleves, was
1ikely to be unduly severe. 1°

The Carclina plenters did not live on the plantations,
due to the malarial conditions thet existed in the rice
swenp lends. The wealthiler plasnters remained in Charleston
the entire yesr, while the smaller planters spent their
summers in the city, where s cooling ses breeze hlows the
year round., Charleaton was not only the politicel end ocom-

mercisl center of the Zouth, but soon beceme the sociel snd

10
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cultural center as well., Charleston dictated the customs
of the South and controlled the grteway for the foreign
markets,

Governor Smith hed been insisting, for some time,
thet the Lords Proprietors send one of their number to
Carolina to see the conditions and to offer suggestions of
e remedy for the unrest and disquietude thet hgd srisen in
the colony. John Archdale was the representative sent by
the proprietors in 1693, and shortly efter his arrival he
was made governor.

Arehdale, & Guaker, was reputed to be & man of kmow-
ledge and cspadle of handling the affairs of stete. He was
a strict prohidbitionist and enforced the laws of England in
the taverns and d&rinking houses of Cherleston. During his
term as govemrmor, pesce reigned., Among other things, he
improvad the militis, negotiated friendly egreemsnts with
the Indians end Spaniards, and diminished thelir inhuman
practice of pillaging ships and murdsering the crewsa. One
historian has pictured the work of Archdsle in the following
lines:

Archdele wes a Queker, snd s man of tact end
adility. He patiently strove to estetlish harmony
between discordant eslements, to meteriglly sdvence
the welfsre of the province and to improve the cone
ditions of the Indiens, He succeeded to a merked
degree in almost aell of his endesvors., Having esc-
complished the object of his mission to South

Carolina, he returned to Englend in 1696, loav1ng
Joseph Bleke et the heed of the government.

1
Alexander S. Selley, Eerratives of Eerly Carolins,
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Joseph Blske endegvored to follow Archdsle’s plen and
keesp pesce &and hsrmony in the colonies, but he fell heir to
many situations of dlapute snd dishsrmony. 3ince he was
however a men of wisdom and prudence his sdministration
will be remembdersd with a certein degree of satisfection.

Fe dled in 1700, lesving the governorship to James Moore,
the son of the noted Roger Moore,

The close of the century found Cherleston in e more or
less precerious state, although her growth had been rapid snd
she wes fast becoming the center of the South, Despite meny
hindrances and set-bscks from one cause or another, Cherleston
wea taking sn importent plsce in the economic and social world.
A sudden scourge of mmallpox in 1697 and 169€ ceused the
deaths of meny citizens. In 1698, a terridle plepue, that
was leter found to de yellow fever, swept the city cansing
death in rlmost every femily. In the midst of the plague s
terridle hurricsne descended on Charleston from the south,
destroying much of the town proper and wrecking wharves as
well as many of the vessels in the harbor. This wes followed
by a great fire which nearly deatroyed the town.

These disasters and calemities might have daunted the
spirits of many settlements, but not Cherleston. Her history
to the present time has proved thet she is able to meet such
occurrences undsunted., The proprietors sent erchitects from

Englend and rebuilding sterted immedietely. Twenty yesrs of
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experience in imerice brought forth many improvements,
end in 1700, Cherleston was rebuilt in asccordsnce with the
‘needs of the new century.

The next few years in the ennsls of the history of
Chegrleston are filled with exciting events, partly ceused
by the economic snd politicsl conflicts of Englend with the
French and Spenish, snd partly by the existing conditions
in the c¢olony proper. Trouble with the Indisns was deginning
to brew, political fsctions wers forming, end religious
problems were arising.

¥hile the Var of the Spanigh Succession was in progress
the colonists decided to tske the opportunity to attesck the
Spanish settlement at St. Augustine. In Cherleston, the war
was cslled "GQuean Anne's ¥ar,” and about all the ccloniats
got out of 1t was a debt of ground six thoussnd pounds.
This dedbt disple?sod meny of the members of the Assembly,
quarrels aross, and some of the members withdrew. This
matter was not entirely settled when the religious and
politicel strife commenced becszuse of the passing of the
Church Act. This eot was an attempt to make all the religious
sects conform to the Chureh of England. The effair was finglly
settled and the sot was repealed st the General Assemdbly in
1708.

In August, 1706, during the apidemic of yellow fever,
the French made an attempt to teke Cherleston. Many of the
principel inhgbditants had gone to their plantstions on sccount



22

of the epldemic end the remaining citizens were left at a
decided disadvsntege. Williawm Rhett was placed in commend
of ¢ smell fleet snd gll the inhebitants were immediately
armed. Bovernor Johnson, returning from his plentetion,
declared martial lew throughout the colony. Pthen the Frsnch
sent 8 messenger to the governor demanding surrender of
Cherleston, he replied, “I hold this country for the Queen
of Fnglend. I am reedy to die, dmt not to deliver up my
trust. ¥y men will shed the lest drop of their dlood to
defend the country from the inveders.” 12

The French forces failed to attack end, after a fow
ainor skirmishes, were chesed out to ses, ending the ex-
pedition with & complete victory for the Cerolinians end
a signal failure on the part of the French. It was also
the end of the first navael stteck on Charleston.

Charlestonts trouble with the Indians continued and
from time to time there were slight skimishes, which
amounted to enough to keep the inhsbitsnts slarmed, The
city was of necessity forced to fortify end remain in pre~
paredness flor sudden battles end seiges. +Alded and abetted
ty the Spanish, in 1712, the Indiens of the northern pro-
vince, combined with the Tuscaroras made an stteck on the
northern portion of Cerolina. The northern colony sent to

Charleston for ald and under the direction of Colonel John

12
%¥1llfem Gilmore Simms, History of South Csrolina,
Pe 82.
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‘Barnwell, troops were dlspatched to the north. Barnwell
succeecded iIn subdulng the Indian tribes, slaying several
hundred, and tsking s large number as captives, The Indiens
asked for peace, but just as soon as Colonel Barmwell de-
parted, they prerared for another attack. This insurrec~
tion was instiganted by the Spanish,_ who hasd succeeded in
uniting the Cherokees, the Euskogees, end the Yemassees.
They were united #nd armed from Florids to Cape Fear. The
territory surrmounding Charleston wes marauded, many of the
fnhablitents were killed and for s time it appeared thgt they
might emnihilete the inhablitents of Charleston. However,
Governor Craven, proving himself equal to the occsssion,
proclaimed martial law, seiged eall armms ond aremmition
wherever they were to be found, and ermed a force of Negroes
to 2id the white militie. HKHe 1l81d sn smbargo on sll the
ships end thus prevented eny men or provisions from dbeing
carried from the herbor. The Cerclinians hsd had meny years
of experience with the Indiens and their methods of warfare,
snd in 1716, with *he ald of troopa from Virginie snd ¥orth
Carolina, they defeeted the Indians. Driven from the gountry,
the red msn eventuslly found refuge in the sverglades of
Floride with the Seminocles., Carolina iost fewer than four
hundred men c¢nd gained 2 great desl of vsluadle territory.
This final war with the Indians in 1715, was the
beginning of the bresk btetween the colonists and the
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proprietors., There had been & growing feeling of dis-
setisfection end in seversl instences the colonies felled
to obey the rule of the proprietors end put in & governor
of their own choosing. <T‘hese difficulties had previocusly
been settled with no undue slarm, but after the Indien war
the mgtter became more serious, finelly coming to a head
in 1719, Devid Remsay in his History of South Cerolins,
explains the influence of this war in the following pera-
graph:
The war of 1715, between the Cherleston colony
snd the Yemessee Indiens hed s deocided influence in
the revolt of the colony under proprietory control to
royal crown control, Fhile the wer was going on the
legislature mede spplicetion to the iroprietors for
their puternsal help, but being doudbtful whether they
would be inclined to involve thelr English estates in
dedt for supporting their property in Cerolins, they
instmcted thelr agent, in case of feilure with them,
to eprly to the King, and procure for the inhabitants
pesce and sscurity., The people in genersl were dis-
satisfied with living under 2 government unable to
protect them, They therefore were very unanimous in
the pronngd sppliestion to the erown for roysal pro-
tection. S
The finel rift betwesn the poprietors gnéd the
coloniats was cgused by the pirste sttacks, Chgrleaton had
been troubled with the pirates for some time, but the pirstes
hed never before msde direct attscks. The inhgbitants were
agsin called to srms, the ships were rigged out snd the fight
commenced. Finally, the piretes, Blackbeard znd Bonnett, were

captured and brought to trisl. 3everal of the other lesders

lanavid Ramsay, History of South Carolina, p. 32.
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escaped, but those casptured were hsnged. Charleston had
asked the g roprietors for assistence in combating the Indians
and ptrates, btut the proprietors refused to help them in

eny way in elther war., On several occasions they had given
ald to Virginia, and Charleston bitterly resented this act.
The g roprietors now demrnded four times as much for the

land ss heretofore, and also tried to force the colonists

to psy for the Ysmassee Indien lsnds. In a final blow,

they declared that henceforth all the laws would be made by
the proprietors.

In 1719, the Caroliniens wrote to the King, informing
him that they were placing themselves under the direct juris-
dictIon and protection of the Crown, end requested that he
buy the interests of the proprietors. The King did not wish
to antagonize the proprietors, and in order to hendle the
matter in the most tactful manner, he delayed communicating
with the provinces. Spurred on by imratience and dissatis-
faction, the citigzens of Cgrolina met on December 21, 1719,
and proclaimed themselves subjects of the King of England.
George I sanctioned their procedure end Cerolina beceme s
royael province. It was not until 1729, however, when
George IY ascended the throne of England thet the territory
was really purchased from the Lords Froprietors. Simms, in
his History of South Cerolina, gives the following explana-

tion for much of the trouble between the citizens and the
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proprietors:

The causes were thet the interesta of the two

parties, not, perhaps, well understood by either,

were never found to sassimilete. It would be a
niracls, indeed, if a colony, governed from a distance,
should be well governed, sund the nstursl evils, in-
eldent to such & stste of things, were necessarily
inoreased by those pecullur troudles which had harassed
the fortunes of ths Carolinisns., Repeated wars, fre-
quent invesions, robberies by piretes, snd the hesvy
debdbts which scorued from these events, had msée them
ready to ascribe — either to political influence abroed,
snd to the operation of laews in which neither their
wishes nor their interests hsd besn consulted by the
Froprietors, the oppressive ecircumstances egeinst which
they hed so long strugrled. Briefly, the cantest was
for popular rights, and republican principles for free-
@om of opinion in soclety, church, end state; all of
which had bsen virtually denied by the government, which
had usurped wholly the attribtautes of the representative
sssembly. These being the fruitful topics of quarrel,
the conflict between the lords and the actual possesors
of the so0il, grew daily more serious; snd avaeiling them-
selves of the presencs of the provincisl assembly, then
in session in Charleston, the leaders of the people [re-~
pered, in secret, the scheme g{ s revolution, which
proved perfeoctly successful,

Despite the meny hindrances sncountered by Charleston,
she continued to advence both socially and economically
during the first fifty years of her history. Her commerce
end trade hed taken a very important place, new industries
wore introduced sach yesr, end the foreipgn countries were
beginning to look upon Charleston as the center of the
southern colonies, The large forests in the surrocunding
country furnished the lumber necessary for dullding &nd at
an early stage in Cherleatonts development, shipduilding was

14
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an importent industry. The wealthy planters and tresders
of Cherlsston conatructed wharves in front of their homes
end comducted 8 regular export and import btusiness right
from their front door. The regulations snd lews peessd Ly
the Assembly in Charleaton governed the entirs colony. %he
Virginiens and other Southern traders hsd to come to
Charleston to obtein their licenses. The following pera-
graph gives sn 1dea &s to the scope of trede during this
period:

Yherever the merchants congregated a discussion of
whaet was being reised in the colony, the prices they wsould
bring, and the things which rere exported ware discussed,
Sugsr, rum, molasses, chocolste, coconuts, slaves snd
money were imported from the %est Indies, in exchange for
meata, cendles, sosp, rice snd tar. . « « Seventeen
vessels loeded here in 1706 for the foreign trade, de-
sides severs)l stregglers end other coastwise vesssls.

In 1710, regulsr ssllings included twenty-two ships
bound for England and sixty for other sountriea.
Carolines imports esmounted to 120,000 pounds in sterling,
by the year 1723. Ong hundred thousend of this was
credited to England, 15
Around fifty thoussnd desrskins were exported each year from
Charleston end the rice industry was fast becoming one of
the most importsnt in the Seouth,

Charleston, from the very esrliest period in her develop-
ment, stressed education. The Society for the lropagation of
the Gespel in Soreign larts, provided the colonis® with
misstionaries wvho conducted schools for both whites and Begroes,

In 1703, the mucleus of a pudblic 1idbrary was founded in

18
Harriette Kershaw lLeiding, Charleston, Historic end
Romentic, p. 44.
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Charleston by Doctor Bray. Oresmmar achools were scattered
over the colony, snd the public treasury set aside twelve
pounds a yesr from each perish for the tullcding of a school
house, Religious education wes conducted for the slaves snd
very early in her histery, Chsrleston hed a free ¥egro school
for the educetion of the slsgves,

The population of vhite inhsbitents nunbered four-
teon thousand, in 1724, end the Importetion of negro
slaves in this one year, 1s reported at more thesn four
hundred. The importa, the some yesr, into Charleston,
including the sleves 7nd foreign goods, were estimeted
to awmount to between fifty znd sixty thoussnd pounds,
In return for which, the exports were eighteen thousand
barwels of rice, fifty-two thousend of pitch, tar, ssl
turpentine, untold guantities of deer, besr end besver
skins snd furs, together with @ eonsidergblo quantity
of rev silk, lumber and other articles. 1°

The s outhern colonies, producing only export sterles,
and locking sdecquate domestlc msnufectures, were dependent
upon foreign marksts throughout the colonigl period. This
rade Charleston & necessity to the Southern colonies. Due
to geogrsphical reesons, thst have previously dbeen pointed
out, 1t becsme the mecca of the export end import trsde of
practicelly sll the region below Baltimore.

The colony wes now (1720) sixty years old end could
no longer be called "an infent,” however much its growth
may have been stunted by the events already related.
Charles Town wes & thriving 1ittle plece, sole port, sole
lew=-giver, and seat of government for the whole Irovince.
Her worst troubles -- for rifty years--over; ssfe behind

the royal shield she was free to enter the race f‘oI wealth
and prosperity with smell fear from outwerd foes. 7

18
¥1lllam Gilmore Simms, History of South Carolina, p. 96.
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CHAFTER III
UNDER THE ROYAL CROWN FROM 1719 TO 1774

The history of Charleston during the period of the
roysl crown control hes often been referred to ss the
Golden Age of Charleston. The first object, after the
transfer of the colony from the Lords Yroprietors to the
Crown, was to re-establish peace and harmony upon the most
equitable foundation.lLaws were psssed, relieving the peopls
from meny of the evils of which they hed complseined.

The new form of government for Caroclina, after she
became g royal province proved to be very sstisfsctory.
Hermony and pesce reigned with few exceptions during the
entire period of royel control. The form of goverrment was
besed on thst of the British constitution. The governor,
appointed by the King, was gssisted by & Council and Assemdbly.
They were grented the powsr to make all the laws., The Council,
als0o sppointed by the King, waa to advise the governor and
assist with the legislation, as well as to represent the
House of Lords. The /rssembly, similier to the House of
Commons in Orest Britsin, was elected by the people &end con~-
sisted of their representatives, who were "to be the guardisnsa

29
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of thelr lives, liberties snd property."” 18 The governor
hed the power and suthority to convene esnd dissolve the
Assembly, holding & negetive on the bdills of both Houses

a8 well as the execution of gll laws. The power of Chan-
cery, aedmirslity, appointment of magistretes and militia

O fficers was also vestecd in the governor. All bills gp-
provad by the governor then hed to be sent to COreat Britd n
for royel approvtl snd approbstion.

Kicholson wgs appointed the first Governor of Carolins
in 1720, Wt he did not errive until 1721, snd Jemes Moore
ected as governor untlil Nicholson's errivel. During Governor
Kicholson's term of office, Cherleston develored rapidly. He
attauptod to control the Indian trade and jaased severasl laws
revising the sleve code., Nicholson geve with much generosity,
to both the csuse of educstion and religion end he influenced
many of the weslthy planters end landowners in the colony to
contritute to schools tnd endowments, Governor Nicholson was
2180 instructed by the Hoysl Crown to strengthen the forti-
ficetions ~nd the militie as & preceution against future
Indisn insurrections. The military situetion wags in s
rather deplorable condition es is shoen by Simms in the
following peregraph:

In 1720, Charleston relied upon very doubtful
securities. The fortificetions dld not include all

18
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the settled portions, They simply compassed that
portion of the town, which ley between the centrerl
market snd ¥eter street, in one direction, the bay
and Meeting street in the opposite direction, The
town hed outgrown these limits without any corres-
ponding growth of its securities, snd a considersbls,
though somewhat acsttered suburd west and north of
the 014 walls, was left wholly unfortified. lirates
and Spaniasrds, French end Indiens, wers ever on the
watch to assail; yet the militery organization was
wretchedly imperfect, the frontier police feeble and
inefficient; and the mesns for bringing the militis
together 80 tardy end ineffective, thet a fleet and
vigorous foe might meke his swoop like a hswk, upon
the quarry, osnd be one before the alem could srouse
the settlement. The roysl government set out with
prompt wisdom and energy to the work g; curing all
these disgbilities and deficiencies.

Governor Mchoiuon was repleced in 1724, by Arthur
Midaleton, Fresident of the Council. Kiddleton was governor
until 1729, His term wes merked by a great deal of politicel
strife and disagreement. #any of the problems were results
of the war with the Indians snd the Revolution of 1710,
¥ithin a period of four yeers he disasolved the issemdbly saix
times, snd o rdered the election of new msmdbers. The Assembly
itself had presented g money bill and sent it to the Council,
who rejected it eight times.

Although trade wes incressing each year end the entire
colony seemed to te prospering, the financiel status was
deplorable. Hony debts hed been contrected during the war
with the Indisns, snd these debts were liquidsted by the

i{ssuence of psper currency. This peper money was easily

0 wlowiluam Cilmore Simms, History of South Cerolins,
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simulated, and consequently the country wes soon full of’
counterfeit bills, The merchants of London commenced to
complein adbout the incresse of this psper money, con-
tending that it was injurious to trade. The government
then took the matter in hend, recellfng all the o0ld bills
end issued new ones in the emount of 40,000 pounds. A
lew was passed et this seme time, which carried the penalty
of death for eounierfoiting. A flood in the same year hed
destroyed nearly sll of the crops, and the Cherleston mer-
chants probadly would have been financlally mined, if some
of the London merchants hed not stepped in and secured
finencial aid from the other merchents whose trade was
centered gt Charleaston, The Crown also directed the governor
to reduce the output of prier money.

The last year of diddleton's term was glmost disastrous
for Cherleston. A terrible drought in the summer of 1728
brought greet losses to the cattlemen, the farmers lost their
crops, snd many of the wild beasts, shose fur was valuable,
perished. In the fall of the year & hurricene swept in,
wrecking the forts, houses, wharves, and bosts, as well ss
dmmi;:g rmeny of the inhebitsnts. Irmedietely following the
drought and lmrricane there was g seige of the plegue or
yellow fever. "lFlanters were afreid to carry their produce
into the city, where deaths were so numerous that it wes

herd to find a8 sufficlient number of rersons to sttend to
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the bodies.” 20

In the year 1727, George II1 gacended the throne of
Englend, and two years later he purchesed the politicsl and
property rights of the Lords froprietors, thus making
Charleston the capitel of a Roysl Province. "Men converasnt
in the history of pest eges, particulerly in thet of the rise
end progress of different Statea, had long forseen the repid
incresse of the Americen colonies; end wisely judged that it
would bs for the interest of the kingdom to purchase them for
the crown as soon as possible,” 21

The Eing peld the proprietors 17, 500 pounds sterling
and also bought seven-cights of the srrears in quitrents,

At this time, the colony wes dlvided into North end South
Caroline, the King sppointing the governors for both provinces.
South Carolina lost thirty miles of seacoast in this division,
The period from 1727 to 17680, s rightly celled the Golden Age
of Carolina,

In 1731, Robert Jchnson was appointed g overnor of the
Frovince. He was thes son of ths former Governor Nathanlel
Johnson, One of the most importeant events during his tem
of office was a series of pecce treaties made with the
Cherockee Indiens.

In 1733, ngoral Oglethorpe arrived in Charleaton Harbor

20Loiding, Charleston, Historic end Romentic, p. 88.

21
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with a ship load of colonists from England. He was re-
ceived with great pomp and ceremony, and escorted down the
river by rangers from Charleston. He founded the colony of
Georgia eslong the Savanneh River. The Chsrleston Assembly
voted to give Oglethorpe ten thousend pounds for the new
settlement, as well as some territory lying west of the
Sevennah River. After the founding and settlement of
Georgia the citizens of Charleston felt much safer from the
Indien attecks, since the territory of Georgla was between
Caroline a3 the wild western country inhabited by the Indian
tridbes.

Governor Johnson was well liked by the Carolinians and
his termm was one of prosperity. He was capable and effi~-
cient and knew the needs and wents of the colony. The
charscter of the people and the resources of the country
around were all familiaer to him. He granted new privileges
to the colonists in order to encourage agriculture and
stimulate trade. Some of the taxes were removed from rice
and g discount was given on exported rice and hemp. Credit
was reestablished and Covernor Johnson invited new settlers
to come snd locste in the outlying districts. The colony was
set off into twelve townships end to each new settler was
given fifty acres of lsnd.

Charleston was now recognized as sn important fsctor by

the treding and manufecturing towns of Englsnd. "Bristol,
London, snd Liverpool, looked lovingly on the brisk and
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flourishing settlement between the Ashley and Cooper.” 22
Wany Africen sloves to cultivate the rice fields and
ocsrgoes of supplies needed for the rlsntations weore sent
to Charleston. FExports and imports incressed in propor-
tion, snéd the price of 1lsnd begen to mount, eonsequently
the produce of the province waes mcre then doubled. Forty
thousend berrels of rice were exported in 1731, as well as
grest gquentities of fura, skins, and navel stores. The city
of Charleaston hed alx bundred dwellings, bdesides the many
business esteblishments that were incressing in nmumber each
yeer, "The accession of populstion and prosperity from
abroed were such as very soon to distinguish the Charleston
settlement as one of the most flourishing of all the Pnglish
colonies in Americs.” €9

This progress and growth was not confined solely to the
city of Charleston, but spread to the outlying country, where
new lends were being cultiveted and nsw fields ér industry
were being opened esch year. 3Simms in his History of South
Caroline, gives & rather conclse picture of the growth and
development of the surrounding territory:

Under the nev impulse given to treade, sgriculture,
and emigration, lands, which hed hitherto lsin every-
where dorelict, were now eagerly sought, and soon be-
came the subject of grievous astrife snd heart-yearnings.
FEverybody vied with his neighdor in the struggles for the
acquisition of territory. . . « this evil has its bene-

fits. Orecuelly, the roede were opened into the interior,
cholice spots were plented; hamlets grew as plentetions

22
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spread, end religion soon began to resr her temples

in the remote thickets which hitherto had heerd no

sweeter susic than the long howl of the wolf end the

more terrific yell of the savage. 7The wilderness, in

rose; Dot 1b wes the wild rome stiil. By o TiER the
;

Upon the death of Governor Johnson in 1735, the Crown
appointed Colonel Uroughton cs the new governor. Broughton
however, only lived two years, and Colonsl 2ull held the
office until the Crown could make enother sppointment in
1743.

Thus far, Charleston's history seems to have been
marked gt certein intervels with some sort of disasster and
destruction., Famines, droughts, hurriernes, plegues, and
fires huve el1 teken their toll in lives and delayed the
progress to g8 certain extent. BRach time Charleston hQs
erisen, reprired the demege snd continued with her develop-
ment, es 1f nothing hed happened. 1In Hovesber, 1740, disaster
struek again, this time in the form of & fire. It atarted
early In the aftarnoon and by night fall almost one-helf of
the city had been destroyed. The housses were for the most
part wooden structures and the tlamos“were aggravated by a high °
vind from the north, which blew them streight into the stores
of rum, gunpowder, turpentine, pitch and ter. Over three
hundred of the best buildings vere consumed glong with the

supplies end produce that hed bteen stored. rew lives were

lost, but the finsnciasl loss was sround g quarter of g

rd
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million pounds, There was much distress emong the rich and
poor glike.
» « «» the lumentstions of rined frmilies vere

heerd in every quarter, From a flourishing condition,

the town was radupod 1nﬁ§he space of six hours to s

nost deplorable state, <
The Assembly 1mmediately mede epplicacfon to the Hritish
government for relief and the Crown granted twenty thousand
rounds to te dlstributed among the sufferers end to help
rebuild the city. Soon, "Cherleston rose, phoenix-like
from her rshes," <6

erhaps the fire wes & blessing in disgulse, the wooden
bulldings were repleced by brick structures, end very =soon
efter the fire, Cherleston's citizens came together cnd
formed snd insurence company for future pwotection sgeinst
gnother suc:: disasater. A previous sttempt hed been mede in
London, tut 1t was not successful, this time a locel compeny
was formed, gnd &£ls0 g volunteer fire compeny wes orgeniged.
For meny years the locetion of & fire was indiceted from the
steeple of St. Micheel's, by the use of a long pole end a
lsntern which pointed to the direction of the fire.
In 1743, James Glenn, & Scotchman, was sent from Englend

to govern the province. lHe was received with grest rejcicing

snd celebrgtion in Charleston, He dbegen his term with en eir

of friendliness snd cheerfulness vhich lasted to the end of

asﬁemeay, History of South Caroline, p. 64.

26Leiding, Charlegston, Historic snd Romentic, p. 94.
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his gpovernorship. In writing to his asecretsry he expressed
the follouwing wish: "To have found Charles Town in gshes
rnd to lerve 1t fair, floumishing and fortifled, is my
esarnest wish end expectstion,” 27

Yt wea Quring this period of Charleston's developwment
that enother important crop wes introduced, nemely, indigo.
This new industry wss started in the colonies in 1741.
Colonel George Lucss, after having served Englend in the
%est Indles for meny ysars, moved to South Carolina for the
health of his invalid wife., He located his family on a
plantation near Chsrleston, calling the place "¥appoo.”
£t the outdreak of the war with Spain, the Colonel was
ocslled dack to his post and he left his dsughter Elize in
charge of the plantetion. Eliza Luces had been interested
in botany #nd to encourase her study, Colonel Lucas sent
her some indigo seed from the %est Indies. She plented it,
and the following yesr Lucas sent a West Incdian, who was
experienced in extéacting the dye from the plant, to essist
Eliga in her ne¥ enterprise. "Though the grade was low, the
result wes deemed a sucosss snd was perhaps in part respen-
sible for en act of the lrovinclal Assemdbly in 1774, offering
bounties to encourage the production of indigo." 28 e
Assembly was forced to discontimue this bounty two years
later, due to the fect thet indigo wans grown so widely

7
Favenel, Charleston, The Flace and The leople, p. 119,

28U1r£dh B. Fhillips, Life &nd Labor 1in the 0l4 South,

Pe 6l.




39

throughout the colonies, btut the British Parliament, in
answer to petitions from Charleston planters end English
ayers, placed a bounty on iridige throughout the entire
British Ewmpire. The returns from this crop were so large
that most of the planters doubled their capital every few
yeara. This British bounty contimued up to the periocd of
the Americsn Independence. Long before the close of the
colonial period the indigo crop riveled the rice orop as
& source of prosperity. One historian gquotes Govermor
Glenn es seying, "that in 17854, ten years after the first
little crop wes gathered, 26,000 pounds sterling worth was
exported. In thirty years this amount was trebled.” 28
Frosperous though Charleston wes in 1761, she agsin
hed to 'reckon with the elements'; on this occasaion it was
a typhoon., 1t destroyed the new fortifications, meny housges
collaepsed end the wharves were agein swept sway. The water
rose and the citizens were forced to flee and find shelter
on higher lpnd. Hany persons were droswned, and if the water
had risen encther foot, the entire populstion would have
been swept ewsy. The work of reconstruction was begun
immediately, and this time changes were made in the arrange-
ment of soms of the streets, and meny of the water holes
were parmenently filled in order to avert a second disaster

of this same nature. A few bricks were purposely left out

Revenel, Chsrleston, The Flace and The Feople, p. 127.
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of the Governor's mansion when 1t was repaired as a
'momento of the grest gele', "The Battery, the pride of
Charleston, owes its origin to the great gale.” 20

¥11lleam Lyttleton, the next governor of Cercolina,
arrived to find another Indien ¥er in progress. The French
who were in constant fear of losing all their American pos~
sessions, aroused the Indisns against the English colonists.
The Cherokees were located in the bsck lends to the West
from Cherleston, and as the colony spread and new settle~
ments were located the colonists were contimally attacked
by the Indisns. OGovernor Lyttleton armed & group of the
inheditants and set ocut to quiet the Indiens snd to put a
stop to the incessant rasids. The Indians asked for peace
snd their request was granted. ILyttleton was spplauded and
preised for his wonderful work in settling the trouble, which
of course lasted just adout the length of time it took him
to get out of sight. Finally, after Lyttleton had returned
to Jamaica, Lisutenant-Governor Bull sent troops, under the
command of Colonels Nontgowery snd Grent, to settle with the
Indisns. The Indisns put up s good fight but in the end sure
rendered snd their Chief Attakullakumlla signed a peace treaty
with Lisutenant-Governor Bull that lasted until the time of
the Revolution.

Despite the fact that within a few years Charleston's

Ivid,, p. 138,
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growth wes to be retsrded by the episode of the imericsn
Revolution, her development up to this time had deen re-
mprkeble. EFoonomically snd soclally, Charleston wes re-
cogniged ra the most importent and profitable of the
southern c olonies. Xany of the Rew England colonies had
been hsmp.ecred by the Havigetion Aets, shil some of the
southemn oolonies were forced to pay a tax on the impor-
tation of slaves. None of these gsets had affected
Charleston. "Beatween 1719 snd 1776, no colony was ever
better governed then the province of Carolinag." S0

The greet rice and indigo plentations were worked for
the most part by Hegro labor, &nd the produets were shipped
to all of the important ports of the world. As early as
1740, legislation existed iIn regard to labor and wages.
The wages of the master workmen, carpenters, bricklayers and
plastersrs were fixed by law during that year. Many com-~
ilaints were received by the white laborers for some sort of
regulation of the slsve labor that hsd 4rifted sway from the
plantgtions. Eventually, slave importetion had to be dis-
contimed, in order to keep the entire colony from teing
overrun,

Charleston had been operating shipyerds for a good
meny years, bullding most of the vessels for their own use,

In 1740, they were building plentetion boats £nd rice

aom”y, History of South Cearolina, p. 69.



42

schooners, and by 1769, the output was ebout a dozen large
vessels g yesr. The British Crown had alweys encourapged
menufacturing in the colonies and endetvored to locate
seversl faectories in Charleston. Although they were never
very successful in this attempt, in 1722, Kellichamp Invented
& machine for meking salt to be used in the fisheries. A
hemp machine was also invented during this periocd., As
early as 1770, "patchea of cotton" were ecsattered through-
out the Carolina country, end the first American cotton was
shipped from Charleston to Liverpcol. The following parse-
greph was an interesting bit from one of the historians in
regard to this firast cerge of cotton:

John Teasdale, a merchsnt of Cherleston, shipped
from the city to J & J Teasdesle, Liverpool, elght begs
of cotton. ¥hen the vessel errived, the laughedle
incident occurred, of the cotton being seized on the
ground that it could not be grown in ‘merica. Upon
satisfeactory proof, shich had to be furnished, it wes
releessed., This cotton shipment was the first ”!f
nade from the United States to a European port, -

The introduction of the cotton industry took cere of
some of the glave labor problems, since this erop ocould not
be produced without the sid of masss lahbor. "The extension
of cotton cultivation into this region is msrked by & rapld
increase of the slave populetion,” 32

There 1s every evidence of a program of economic con-

trol in Charleston's early coloniel period. The enactment

31
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and enforcement of & poor-lsw poliey for the protection of
those eitigzens unsble to provide for themaelves. One af the
most important requirements of this law provided that chil-
dren of persons unable to suprort themselves, be tsught
some menner of trsde snd be put to work. All adble bodied
vegrants or unemploysd or idle persons were compslled to
work at something oOor suffer the punishment of law, ¥%orke
houses were also established for the indigent, and able-
bodied unemployed. One post-war grend jury declsred that
"i1dleness was & great cause of meny becoming, not only
useless toc themselves, it & nuisance to socisty."” 33

In 1763, the Commisalion of Harkets set commodity prices

for the protection of the poorer eclass of citizens.

In 1744, a group of Charleston shipwrights petitioned
the legislature for the regulation of that industry, Sleve
lebor hed besn employed in the shipyerds snd the competi-
tion had redused the vhite ladorers to poverty in some in-
stances., A b1ll was passed for the regulation of the wages
of the white laborers as well as the Negeroes, placing a
limitation on the smployment of slave labor. The employers,
snxious to pget labor ss cheaply as possidle, over-rode the
bi11l, and it was not until 1751, that satisfactory legis-
lation was engcted, Thia bill provided thet no citizen of

Charleston could keep more than two male slaves to work out

33
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for hire as fishermen, potters, or handeraftsmen, >%

It was found, due to the leck of sufficlent manu-
fectures, to be more profitable to export rew materisls
and Import the finished products. #any menmufectured pro=-
duets, such as shoes, boots, snd other leather goods,
could be shipped from Englesnd and sold much cheeper in
Cherleston than those thet had been made there, In meny
other instaences it was to the asdventage of both the
eolonists end fngland to import the mamufactured goods.

bue to the fire of 1740, snd the typhoon of 1’?61,
Cherleston?s early buildings were replaced by newer and
more up-to-date structures. The rich planters induced
erchiteots and mester artisans to come to America o essist
with the building. Meny beautifml colonial homes were con-
structed and a few of them are standing todsy. The-churches
were growing reapidly end many new buildings were erected.
uring previous years the religion of Charleston had cen-
tered around the Churches of St. Fhilip's and St, Hichael,
but during the Golden Age, it begen to expand and brench out
into other parts of the city. A cornerstone for the new
3t. Kichael's Church was lsid in 1751, however, the structure
wga not completed until some ten yearas later, The dells of
St. Hichael are famous throughout Carclina gnd the church

*%1w1a., p. 80,
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tower hes been used as an observation poast in every war
since its construction., 59
leiding glives & brief description of Charleston and
its continentsl origin snd etmosphera in the following
l4nes:
Charleston betrays her origin in subtle touches.
Bristol geve her narrow streets end red brick buildings.
Ste. ¥ichael's place is & copy of the Ceathedrel closes
of Gloucester, Derby end Shrewsbury. Leeds gave open
alr markets ~- Norwich gave the idea of a library,
museur;, end botanicel garden, It is essy to analyrze
the social life of Charleston of today and trece the
plsces from which they were transferred. London gave
ideas of pomp and ceremony, as well es patterns for
marny buildings. °©
Edueation wes not neglected in the ecolonial days of
Charleston, Z2any of the rich planters sent their sons snd
deughters btack t0 Engleand to be educated. South Carolina
sent more students to the universities of Mgland thsn eny
of the other e¢olonies. FPrior to the Revolution, many of
Charleston's lesding citisens hed been sdiucated at the
English universities. Raturally, upon their return to
Charleston they brought dback the customs, 1dsas, and tastes
of educated Fnglish society. Thers was a great demand for
individuel instructors at this time, as the wealthier
planters not wishing to send their children ebroad, pro=
vided tutors for their scducation, Besides g number of

peid schools, many free public aschools had bsen established

35Leiding, Charleston, Historic &«nd Romsntic, p. lll.
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for children whose perents were unable to afford tutors.
Societies and orgenizations also donsted funds for the
ecucetion of the kegroes., Charleaton most certainly kept
abreast of the times, snd wes far in advsnce of many of
the other cities. 57

Charleston wss the culturel snd social center of the
South., "Charleston was well fed, well bred, snd well read
and was the dbright perticuler star in the English crown.” 38
She established 2 librery, snd in meny of the homes were to
be found the best selections in literature of that time.
As eerly as 1730, theatricel performances were given in the
council rooms of the Assembly; then in 1736, a reguler
thester was bullt, where plays were performed st least once

a week., An early issue of The Gazette, csrried s notice of

Plays to be performed, "The Recrulting Cfficer,” "The London
¥erchant,” "The Orphen,” "A %oman Keaps a Secret,” and
"School for Lovers."” Charleaton slso bosated g musicel
society and severtl literary clubs, shere the educated and
cultured of the city met to discuss their resding and to be
entertained by "musicales,” which sometimes were offered by
loesl telent. Although it §8 seid thet Charleston 4id not
have a 'ngtive artist,? vet the walls of the finest homes
were adorned with famous paintings snd portraits bdrought over
fyom the homeland. The ladies dreased in the finest London

7
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styles, metting the fashion for the other southern
colonies, MNany of the wealthy merchanta end planters owned
several cosches and fine horses, even though there was s
tax on horses purchased in the north., Horse racing has
elways been a favored sport in Charleston, and some of the
Jogckey Clubs date back to the esrly eighteenth century,

Charleston has long besan renowned for her dbotenical
gardens, The wealthy planters abls to efford susmer homes
in the city, never failed to inslude a bYeautiful garden
spot in the plsns, and the homes were usually surrounded
bty fragrant snd lovely blosaoms.

All the nieetiss of court life, wers observed at
sociel functions. The people lad easy, gey, showy snd
hospiteble oxistences, luxuries were easily obdtained
il e’ 3%1 the sccessorles demanded by london social

.

Charleaton did not spend sll of her time at festivals
and sociel functions howesver, for in 1749, s hospital for
sick safilors snd transients was erected nesr the vestry of
St. Fhilip's. In 1767, en act was pessed by the Assemdly
and an appropriistion of three thousand pounds was made,
vhich waaito be spent for the care of invslid soldiers,
their widows, snd orplmns.“o This with the enactment of
poor-laws esrlier in the hiatory wes a decilded step to-
wards our present day orgenisation for assistence and re~

l1ief for the unfortunate.

39
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Charleston, resplendant in its socisl and cultursl
background, its declided economie progress and growth, its
place as the center of the south, was not exactly prepered
for the onooming Revolution., Shedows of the future hos-
tilities had alrsady begun to cross the otherwise bLright
horison. Little difficulties had erisen from time to time
with the Crown, btut for the moat part had been settled in
an smiosble way. Meny of these reatrictions by the Crown
had not touched Charleston, having their center in the
New Englend colonies. The 3tamp Act however, did affect
Charleston and its enactment was a blow to this prosperous
and flourishing c¢ity of sixty thousand white people and
elghty thousend Negroes.

The Stamp Aot wans proposed in the British Farliement
in 1764, All business documents, according to the pro-
visions, were illegsl unless they were written on the
stemped paper. Stamps also had to de pleced on all books
snd newspapers, Any violetors of the act were to de tried
without a jury. 7The stemps, made in England snd sent to
the colonies, wers to be distributed by representatives
appointed by the Crown. Charleston citisens were Very
bitterly opposed to the ect and immecdistely resolved to
rebel, after heving seiged a ship coming into the harbor
to deliver the stamps to Lisutenant-Governor Bull for
distributiony Pull fearing further vioclence and re-
bellion, had the stemps stored at Fort Johnson. However,
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one hundred and rifty citisens went to St. James Islangd,
took over the fort, snd hsuled@ down the British flag. They
also constructed a twenty~-foot gellows in the center of the
eity, henging in effigy s dummy figure representing the dis-
tributor of the stamps. A large plscard was nailed over the
gallows with the inseription "Liberty end no Stemp Act.”
Severel houses were entered snd searched in an sttempt to
find the concesled atempa.

The other colonies were as inscensed as Charleston, end
in October 1765, the Stamp Act Congress met in New York.
Some have wondered why Charleston received the act as a
blow and caused such commotion over the gffair. Many things
worse had haprened to them in thelr short history, but it
was to Charleston, as it was to the other colonies, &n
infringement upon thelr rights. Throughout the history of
the eolonies they hsd fought and strugrled for protection
sgainst taxation without their consent. Fow the cry be-
came, "No taxstion without representation.,® The Charleston
Assembly, becked by Lieutenant-Governmor Bull, sent Thomas
Lynch, Christopher Gsdsden and John Rutledge to the Stamp
Congress, Gadsden had been one of the lesders in the rot
held at Fort Jsmes when the act was passed. The Assemdly
agresd with the action of the Congress in its protests to
the Crown, QOedaden, however, did not apurove and refused
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to vote for the petition in the 4Assembly. Soon the courts
were unable to transact any further dbusiness, due to the
fact that the colonists refused to buy the stemps. King
Oeorge, sensed thet it was an inopportune time to overtax
the colonies, 30 in ey 17868, he repesled the Stamp Act.4l

Cherleston rejoiced once agein, end the bell on St,
Michaelt's tolled all dey. King George's birthday was cele-
breted with much ceremony., A statue of %illism Fitt was
ordered to be placed in front of the Town Hall, This
statue errived and was placed on its pedestsl in May 1770,
where it stood until the outbreak of the Revolution.

Although the Stemp Aet had bsen repeczled, a certein
group of Charleston's citigens continued to meat under
"The Libverty Tree,” and were spurred on by Oadsden. He
contended that the King was not through with the taxetion
question, thet he would impose sndther kind of tex. Soon
thereafter, in 1767, Farlisment passed the Townshend Acts,
which levied & duty on glass, paints, colors and tea.

In an attempt to thwart Gadsden and his revolutionary
Plans, Governor Montaegue dissolved the Assembly, Then in
1771, he ordersd that British troops be sent to reinforce
the troops left thers after the Indisn Far. This incensed
the citigzens and they demsnded arms for protection, they
said, agrinst the Indiens and Negroes. In reply, ¥ontaspue

4laav'nnl. Charleston, The Plece snd The lsople,
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dissolved the legisleture, gave up his governorship in
1773, and returned to Englend. This wss the last
Assembly elected in South Cerclina before the Revolution.

Charleston prepared for war.



CHAFTER IV

CHARLESTCR DURIRG THE REVOLUTION AND APTER
FROM 1774 TO 1815

Cherleston, et the close of the year 1773, was in e
turmoil, and more or less divided in regerd to the revolu-
tionaery state of sffairs, Although, the entire colony hsé
been incensed over Great Britain's attempt to levy taxes,
many of the citiszens were on the conservative side, snd
desired to avert trouble if possible. The forces under
the leesdership of Christopher Gadsden were of the libersl
and rebellious type, and his flery end revolutionary plans
were enthusiastically received by a certain clasa.

The attitude of the entire colony changed after it
was leerned that the tax on tes was retained, although the
other Townshend Acts had been repealed. A British vessel,
the London, arrived in Charleston harbor with nesrly three
hundred chests of tea. Ths conservative lesders were able
to avoild sn immediate clash by keeping the extremists away
until the Collector of the Fort could selge the eargo and
store 1t safely in veults, vhere it was left to rot. Soon
after this event in 1774, the ship Brittanie, ceme into the

52
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harbtor, and in its cergo were seven or eight chests of tea.
A group of Charleston merchants to whom the tes hed been
shipped, went on board the Brittenia and threw the tes

overboard.

Following this sot, several hundred citizens eame to-
gether at & genersl mess meeting,vhich ended by their taking
over the government under the nsme of the lIrovincial or
Colonisl Congress. ¥, H. Drayton, Arthur Middleten, C. C.
Finckney, ¥111llem (1bdes, &2nd Edwsrd Weymsn, were sprointed
&8s members of g secret committee to enter the arsenals snd
storshouses snd seise all of BEritain's smmunition and arms,l

Previous to this meeting on October 26, 1774, the first
Continental Congress met in Fhiladelphia. This Congress
prepared a retition to the Ring, in which the colonists
stated their greivances end asked for the reperl of some
thirteen acts of Farliament, which imposed taxes on them,
Until such times as these acts should be repesled sll im~
mortations from the British and exportations from the
colonies to the British, shonld cease.

Following this meeting of the Continentel Congrenss,
the eitizens of Charleston commenced to have regulaer
meetings of the Colonial Congress. The general committee
drew up resolutions and decided to elect delegstes from
every parish and district in South Carcling. These

lLeiding, Charleston, Fistoric gnd Romantic, p. 126,
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representatives met with the Colonial Congress snd took
under considerstion the actions of the Continentsl Congress
at rhilgdelrhla,

February 17, 1775, was set géide as a day for fasting
end prayer "bafore Almighty Cod, to inspire the King with
true wisdom to defend the people ef North imerica in their
just title to freedom, end to avert them from the calamities
of civil war.,” °

These recommendations were aceerted by the entire
colony gnd arms and smeunition vers distributed to the
volunteer companies, who devoted g part of each day to
drilling snd practice. In a very short time the entire
city of Cherleston was velled In a military stmosphere and
tore semblence to a reguler militery garrison,

Many of the inhabitants felt that there would de no
actual war, that the King would reoonsider, snd that the
entire affair would end in the ssme menner as the Stamp Act
revolt, but preparations were cerried on, nevertheless.
¥hen ships eeme into the Charleston Harbor, no taxed artiecle
was sllowed t0 be unloaded. The instructions of the Conti-
nental Congress wers oarried out to the letter. In meny
csses, it wvas found that famillies were divided, some for
the rights of the newly formed government, and others still
loyel and faithful to the Crown.

At the first mesting of the Continental Congress in

2nansuy, History of South Cgroligg, Pe 131,
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1774, the delegates from South Csroline were not instructed
to Join in &eny move for independsnce. The Boston tee perty
ceused someé aslarm in Charleston, however, end msny of the
colonlsts desired &t lesst a redress from Britein for this
imposition, After the news of Lexington, South Carolina
was reedy and willing to fight for independencs.

Carolina snd Georgia confiscated seven thousend pounds
of powder from a Britiah vessel, and sent a part of it to
¥ashington, who was then near Boston. Charleston's forces
under the leadership of Colonel Motte, captured the re-
mainder of the British troops left et Fort Johnson after
the Cherokee wars, Oovernor Campbell, after having dis-
solved the Assembly, fled to the British ship Temar, which
was statfoned in the hsrbor. Then on Rovember 12, 1775,
the Tamar end the Cherokes, British sloops, opened fire on
the Defen:ae, sn imerican vesssl, tut troops stationed at
Fort Johnion were successful in sinking both British ships,

After the Royel Governor fled, Cerolina wes under a
semi-state govermment. There were few, if eny, chenpes
made, except thet the governors were elected by populer ¥ote,
instesd of appointed by the King. The Council wes replaced
by the Legislature, and the word "state” was used in a

documentery way, to replece the former word "colony."
"One word wes to be erssed by tears, the other written in

blood," 3

3
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Cne of the most remarkable festures in the history of
Charleston and South Cerolina, wes the obdurate tenacity
of some of the inhebiternts in regard to bresking the tie
with Britein. Even as late as the yesar 1775, a finsl peti~
tion was sent to the XKing. It was of no avail and when the
Declaration of Independence was put to wte, four out of
five of the Carolina delegates, voted its sdoption.

Doubtful of the strength of the new national amy,
Charleston orgsnized s regular force of her own, planned
after the standing ermies of Zurope. Gadsden and dountrie
were chosen to command two regiments stationed on the coast,
the third regiment wes under the command of ¥illlam Thomaon.®

At the meeting of the first Frovinclsl Congress in
January 1776, a Committee of Safety was appointed, and a
million dollars wes relsed.

Realizing thaet the importance of their harbor would
soon bring on en atteck from the Zritish, the Charlestonians
hastily made plans for enlarging and improving thelir forti-
fioations., %ork wes begun on Fort Sullivan, snd other de-
fense measures were planned. In a short time Charleston
was ons of the most important of the sea coast defenses.

It had been converted elmost overnight into a garrison
town.

The next step in the independence of South Caroline,

41v1a., p. 133.
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took place In February, 1773, At this time the Frovincial
Congress sutmitted a constitution, which was edopted, snd
South Caroclins beceme an Independent state. Under this
form of government, the governor was caslled president, seml
he was glso commencer-in-chief of the Steate army. John
Rutledge was elaected Freaident, Henry Laurens, Vice-
Fresident, snd %illiem Henry Dreyton, Chief Justice.

Charleston was fortunste in lserning in sdvance, of ore
attack, and was in a way able to prepsre herself. Through
an Intercepted lstter from the Inglish Secretery of Y%ar, it
wgs learned that Sir Henry Clinton was bringing forces dowm
from Boston to make en attsck upon the southern colonies,
and Admiral Ferker was to be in-charge of s portion of the
nevy that was to asil south snd wipe out the towns on the
coast. The lstter did not stete vhich of the colonies were
marked for the first attacke. General VWashington sent warnings
to the southern colonies gnd dispatched Cenersl Chsrles Lee
to asugment their troops, with the instruetion to "wateh Sir
Henry Clinton." 5

Charleston, heving been warned, masde hurried prepara-
tions for the attack, knowing thaet enemy forces ruast be met
on both the ses and the lend. All avallable vessels were
converted into warships, lead was gethered from every posaibio
source end made into bnlla;a. end the Negroes were cslled in

aanwenol, Chgriostan. The flace end The Feople, p. 282,
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from the plantations to help with the work of building forts,
batteries, sand other meens of defense. There was cooperation
on every hand, the inhsbitents seemed suddenly to forget that
there hed besen any differences and lack of desire to unite
agrinst the King. The King was completely forgotten., "The
approach of the fleet had done more in one week to unite
the people than the aets of the ministers or the eloquence
of Gedsden had effscted in months.” ©

¥hen the news ceme thsat the fleet was within twenty
miles of Charleston, the fort had not been completed; the
originel plsn called for ten feet in height, and only six
feet had been erected. It was fortified with sixty-two
guns, The two regiments, commended by Thomson and Moultrie,
had been supplied with ten thousand pounds of powder, ¥%hen
the British fleet arrived in the harbor, Cherleston was
waiting. The battle commensed with the British firing into
the side of the fort., Colonel Moultrie, in an endesvor to
save smmunition, fired only at intervals, sné the British
suppossd he was ready to rive up. By esrly nightfall of the
ssme dsy, however, loultrie had defested the British, who
had suffered the loss of more than two hundred men,

Clinton, in the mesntime, had arrived gt the other end
of the islend. V¥ith s force of about 7560 men and two cennons,

Thomaon defested Clinton, whose forces nmumbered two thousand

med,, DPe 233, .
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men. For three years after the defest of Ciinton and
Farker, the Carolina and Georgla territory was not bothered
mach, the fighting having been transferrsd to the northern
colonles, Several uprisings among the Indians and Loyslists
occurred, btut they were put down without sny very serious
losses,

During the three yesrs that the war was centered in
other psrts of the country, Charleston went sbtout much as
before. She had the sdvantsge of being one of the few
ports that remsined open. Her harbor was visited by
neutrsl ships from the other countries, snd supplies for
the inland districts csme through her port. TIuring this
time Charleston had her usual fires, one of which destroyed
much property, including the 1library.

The Asaembly thaet met in 1778 decided to adopt a
permanent constitution. The govermmentsl machinery set up
by this Assembly 1s practicelly the seme es thet of s state
government todey. The Fresident wes chenged to Governor,
the Council becsme the Senate, the Commons became the House
of Representatives, snd combined they formed the State
Legislature, Just as it is at the present time. 7

For 8 period of three yesrs all was quiet in the
Carolinas, tut the struggle was slowly moving toward the
South, and in December of 1778, Generszl lrevost captured

7
Ibid., p. £255.
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Savannah, Georgle, and immediately re-established r oyal
government. Benjemin Lincoln, with the assistance of a
French fleet, sttempted to recspture the city, tut the
bettle wes lost, FPrevost then advanced towards Charleston,
devasteting the country along his route. His first sttack
wes made on Port Roysl, He was scon peinforeced by troops
under the cosmsnd of Clinton, snd the attack on Charleston
wes begun. The battle continued for seversl days &nd on
April 21st, General lLincoln sent word to Clinton thet he
was ready to meke terms end surrender. The terms ;re-
pered were not satisfactory to Clinton, and the fight was
renewed. Chsrleston was at 8 terrible dissdvantage, she
was short on suppllies, having shipped everything to the
North, expecting to get replenishments from the Test Indies.
She was now cut off from supplies fror that direction end
wes unahle to get help from the inlsnd colonies. Sickness
was brersking out everywhere, smallpox snd yellow fever having
coma with the warm weather. On ¥ay 12, 1780, Charleston
surrendered and was teken over by the enemy, tmt the victory
was not the prize for which Clinton had hoped. Firs, war,
end disease had practiceslly ruined the city. 8

For the next thirteen months, Charleston was in the hands
of the enemy, and after August 15th, when Cornweallis defeated

Cates st Camden, the entire ses coast wes under the control

8
Leiding, Cherleston, Historle and Fomsntie, p. 139.
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of the British. The FPatriots, using their experience from
former Indian fights, began to orgenigze and make gsttecks.
By the leter part of 1781, they had recaptured almost the
entire Stste, Most of the British had retrested to Charleston
in the South, while the French hed Cornwallis hemmed in at
Chesapeske Bay. On October 19th, he wes compelled to sur-
render end the war was prectically ended. P

Soon after the surrender of Cornwesllis, the British
sailed out of Charleston harbor. The once prosperous city
wes in ruins. Debdbris from pilllaged homes filled the streets,
and poverty, siclmess, despair, suffering, snd hunger were
everyshere. The city was free, but 1t feced a desperate
situation. All the work of e century was practically destroyed.
The oountry was full of orjhans and widows, whose property hesd
been pllleged end ransacked, leaving them with little more
then the bsre soil,

The government was disrupted, agriculture was ruined,
and of cocurse, &ll commerce was at a standstill. The peolle
vere penniless, many of them bereft of homes and possessions,
The Volunteer Patriot troops were free to return to their
homes, where they endeavored to salvage the little that had
been left by the British. One historisn gives en 1des as
to the way the British had seized the possessions of the
colonists, in the following lines:

The RBritish deperted with 5,333 slaves, the bells

)
Ibid., p. 147.
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end the books of St. Micheel's, thousends of dollars
worth of gold end the possession of many Tory femilies.
. s in eddition to theleoldiers, 5,794 whites moved
under the RBritish flag.

Reorgenizaetion was commenced immedistely. The city
was incorporated in 1783, and during the next year Richard
Hudson wes mede the first Mayor or Intendent, The officisls
vent about restoring order. Becsuse the debt was great and
money had to be raised, e new levy of texes was necessary.
The Stste gave the creditors "indents," end by this method
seversl hundred thousend dollers was put into circuletion.
The money was loaned at seven per cent interest, the
security Soing mortpeges or deposits of plate. The merchants
egreed to take the bills at frce value and for this reason
1t wes not necessary to make s second issue. "A gentlemen
repsired his house on the security of his wife's esrrings,
or bought a horse and plough with the proceeds of his silver
candelabra.” 11 Charleston was beginning to look like an
inhgbited plece, the peorle were cheerful, trede was picking
up egein, end the genersl outlook was one of prosperity.

Soon after the federel govermment was formed the United
States agreed to pay the individual stetes for the money
they had sdvenced and spent during the Revolution. South
Cerolina hed mede very lesrge contridbutions from the start,
end the smount due her was $1,447,173. The Bank of South

1oIbid., p. 148.

11 ,
Ravenel, Charleston, The llace and The leople, p. 342.
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Caroling wes formed and immedistely commenced to redeem the
peper on deposit, making the peyments in specie.

In Charleaton there were several violent outbursts
betwoen the Fatriots snd the Tories, The Intendant, Hutson,
took the situamtion in hend, snd the inhebitents were finslly
quieted down, but not until after there had bsen much rioting,
tarring snd feathering, and even surdering. 12

After the adoption end retificetion of the Constitution,
South Carolins decided that her cespitel should be nearer the
center of the State., Charleston fought bitterly, but lost,
and in 1790, the Capital of South Carcline wass moved to
Columtie., From the time of ita establishment, over one
hundred years before, Charleston had been the center of the
State of Carolina., Everything had its beginning there,
governmentel &ffairs hed always been handled in Charleston,
it wes the politiecel, socisl, religious, and economic center
of the 3tate. It was, thersfore, & terridle dblow to the
city when this status w:ss changed. “Charleaton's reign of
one hundred rnd twenty years was over.," 13

Charleston wes no longer the politicel center of the
State rnd from this date forward the most important events
center around the soclsl, economie, and religious life of

this city. lLeiding, in her history of Cherleston, mekes the

following rether interesting comment upon the removel of the

lznllon Nevins, The American Stetes During and After the

Revolution, p. 389.

S
Pevenel, Charleston, The klece &nd The reople, p. 344.
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capitel:

¥hen the scepter departed this city three visitle
links of the psst went with it -~ the Seal of State,
the Hace snd the Chippendsle chsir, ssid by Williem P,
Preaton, the donor, to be the gquasi throne on which the
later coloniel governors sat when presiding in Chsrleston
in the old Stste House, The M¥Mace, 2 hendsome aymkol of
suthority costing ninety guiness, has often been cellad
Cromwell's bguble. It was used in the Frovinéisl House
of Assembly to open legislative meetings. It was carried
off by the British, offered for sale in the Bahama Ialands,
made its devious wey to the veults of the Bank of the
United States in Fhiladelphia, where 1t wes located by
Honorahble Langdon Cheves, then lresident of the Insti-
tution. He secured the relic, returned it to the State.
It now rests in fromt of the desk of the Spﬂker in the
Legislature of South Carolina at Columbia.

The close of the Revolution and the organizstion of a
new end inependent nation brought meny chenges in the socisl
end economic 1ife of the entire United States. Many connec~
tions with different Europesn netions were severed for the
time being, and taken up under en entirely new am different

stetus., In Cherleston, the ms jority of the lerders during the
colonisl period, were from the upper claas of England, The

most prominent colonlel officlals, ministers, lawyers, doctors,
financiers a;zd sducators, 2ll came from England. The new
leaders were now of the colonies, pioneers and sons of pioneers,
educating themselves by experience to lesd in every walk of 1life.
¥eny inequalities diseppeared, The nstive sons of Chaerleston,
and the great plenters, of course, toock part in ell of the
reorgenization and rebuilding. For the most part,they were

lit,oiding. Cherleston, Historic and Romentiec, p. 16€1l.
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intelligent, meny of them sducated and experienced and pre-
pared for loﬂdnrship.ls

The ms jority of these planters had been members of the
Church of England, but everything English was detested in
the United States, and consequently these gentlemen broke
the 0ld ties and became leasders in the new Americanized
ehurchoa.l6 ¥any of the members, however, remained loyal
to the old form of worship snd in 1785, Reverend Rohert
Smith, Rector of St. Philip's, called a meeting and the
church wes reorgenized sa the "Frotestant Episcopal Church
of the United States." Many of the churches had been
deatroyed by fire and the ravages of war and those left
standing hed been rifled of everything of value, but in a
short time they were rebuilt snd repaired, A few denoming-
tions hed ne ver been represented in Charleston, but with the
end of the Revolution, and with the coming of new settlers,
practically every church was represented in the city.

Charleston was slowly beginning to teke on the appesrsnce
of pre-war A4sys, trade was flourishing, agriculture was agein
in a prosperous state, religious, educationsl, and commercial
1ife was moving briskly within her bounds. In 1796, the
Duke La Rochefoucsult-Leisncourt of Frence visited in the

United States and wrote the following comment on Charleston:

15John Spencer Bassett, The Federaliat System, p. 175.

lsLynan F. Fowell, Historic Towns of the Southern

States, p. 154,
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I eannot close this long erticle on the South with-
out mentioning with deserved preise the kind reception
I experienced in Charleston. This 13 g duty which I owe
to the inhablitents of sl1 the parts of imerice which Y
have traversed, but especially to this place. In no
town of the United States does a foreigner experience
mors benevolence or find more entertsining soclety then
in Charleston. They keep a grester number of servants
than those of Fhiladelphis. From the hour of four in
the efternoon, thay rarely think of sught but plessure
snd asmasemont, ¥any of the inhsbitsnts of Charleston
having been in Furope, have in conssquence ecquired s
rrarter knowledge of our manners and a stronger pertizp
ity *o them then the people of the Horthern Ststes.
Conaoquentll’ the Furopesn modes of life are here more
prevalent.

The lesders were bending every effort to rebuild
the town end open up new &nd better trade routes. The
Cherokes Indien lands were opened snd repidly ocoupled.
New roads were opened and bullt from the new caplital at
Columbia into the surrounding territory. ius to the fact
that the outlet for the foreign trade was the harbor
located in ChePleston, all roads finslly ended there.
Perrys wers making scheduled trips and engineers were put
to work figuring new routes to shorten the distancs by
opening cenels. The Santee River was surveyed and a cansl
to connect it with the Cooper wes proposed, and later dug.
The plen to connect the Ashley and Edisto fell through snd
was never accomplised. Stege-coaches were meking trips to
Georgetown. 3Shops ware reopened snd the Courier carried
gsdvertisements in each lssue of a great variety of asrticles

being sold in that deay.

17 v1d., p. 267.
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In April of 17689, a meeting was crlled to elect the
members of the 3tgte Convention. The work of this Conven-
tion 1s a celebrated event in the history of Charleston, B
The citizens commenced the celebration with a gipantic
parsde with a representative nmumber from every trsde and
profession known in that dey. There were seventy-nine
different groups hesides the State officisls snd the
soldiers. It was truly & "living presentstion of the re-
sources and artisens of the city." 19

The culture of cotton had already besn introduced into
this section of the country amd immediately followving the
Fevolution its developpent wes very rapid. As previously
mentioned, the first ecotton exported from the colonies wes
shipped from the Charleston Harbor to Liverpool. The seed
used in both the states of Georgis end Carolina hed been
introduced by the Board of Trade and wes sent from the
Bshama Islands. This wes alweys Imown as sea~islsnd cotton.
The market for 1ndigo had been practiecally cut off by the
Fevolution, snd with the seversnce of the bonds with Dritain,
the dounty ceased. Meny compleints had been received about
the unhealthful conditions caused by the indigo steeping vats,
end meny of them had rotted and ruined during the war. The
profits from the new cotton crop were much greater than those

from eny previous c¢rop produced in the tidewater region.

lelbid. s P. 268,

19
Ibid., p. 167.
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The spread of seg-1sland cotton planting was
largely hgstened by the excellent prices wshich the long-
staple brought. The English market welcomed the new
steple. In 1799, the cotton seed sold readily in
Liverpocl st five shillings & pound. In South Carolina,
the rrice renged from nime penge to one shilling cduring
the early deys of production.

¥any producers dbought large tracts of land on eredit end
patd for them with the cotton crop in two years., A irs.
Remage h&d alrexdy started e cotton factory on James Island
and the lerge scele production end manufecture of cotton
products was well on the road to being one of the most im-~
portant industries of the South., ¥ith Ell Rhitney's in-
vention of the cotton gin the large crops were sesded in
much less time, and it was a great innovation for the
South.
During this seme ye&r s new method of produecing rice
was introdueced, the cultivation of tide-water rice. By
this method of flooding the rice fields with water taken
in through flocd-gstes from the rivers, it was possible ‘o
utilize the great deltas of the rivers. ¥ith theses wonderful
erops of gotton and rize to be produced, trade heéd almost
trebled itself, slaves were in demand and work was plentifwl.,
"e o o public affairs were soc much sltered for the better,
thet the fsble of the Golden Age seemed to be reslized.” £l
¥ith the improvement of business conditions snd the

country in a more settled state, the minds of the people

2oGuion Griffs Johnson, Socisl History of the Sea

Islsnds, p. 25.

21Ramsay, Eistory of South Cerolina, p. 240.
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gradually turned to education, During the war and the re-
orgenization afterwards, education had besn sedly neglected.
Since meat of the higher education had been obtained in
Englend, ths question now arose as to the educatlon of the
youth in their own American schools. The College of
Cherleston was a result of this desire for American insti-
tutions, ¥Yany of the citizens sent their sons to Frinceton.
There wers numerous new publiec schools opened while some of
the planters still retsined tutors for their children.

In 1791, Charleston mede resdy for a grest event.
Fresident ¥Yashington was rlanning to tour the South,
Charleston mede great preparations snd it is todsy one of
the most memorable highlights in her history. Fresident
tashington remafined in the city several days, vhers he was
entertalned at balls, concerts, dinners of state and re-
ceptions gelore. "Every relic of his presence has been
cherished by an adoring people. The plates from vhich he
ste, the tree which he saved, are sacred to their owners.," 22

Vith the beginning of the new century in 1800, the popu-
lation of 3outh Csroline was 345,591, slmoast equally divided
betwesen whites snd blacks. ¥illiem Henry Drayton was the
governor. Everything was flourishing, business was good,
crops were incressing each yesr send the commercisl iInterests

of Cherleston were widespread. A State Bank was orgenigzed.
An endowment fund was raised for the estsblishment of South

225aven‘1. Charleston, The ilaece end The leople, p. 358,
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Carolina College, and another endowment provided for the
establishment of esdditional free publie schools throughout
the country. Chsrleston perticipated in sll of this, and
in addition erected a beautiful County Court House and the
State Fouse with stone which had been boupght in Virginia.25
The increase in the cotton industry had made Cherleston.-
of more value snd importrnee to the South then in the previowns
yesrs., The cotton trade alone was gigantic and 1t 2ll crossed
Chaerleston Harbor before stsrting scros= the sea. Yeny large
firms were established in Charleston to handle the business
of imports end exports for the South. Among them were many
important suctlion snd brokersge firms es well as wholesale
fimms with trade connections in the Bshamss #nd the Rest
Indies. Many of the mercheants of Charleston owned end
opertted ships of thelr own, carrying goods for the other
Southern States. King street was ususlly lined with white-
topred wsgons, drewn by from Hur to six mules, the wagons
piled high with cotton. ¥Y¥hen this cotton hsd been socld the
wagons were reloesded with rerchendiase and supplies of all
kinds for the homewerd journey. »ost of the inlend planters
traded in this menner, letting one esrreven s yesr suffice.
The shops, es & genersl rule, cerried every article timt a

person would went from the lsdies household articles to

machinery snd herness,

231 e1ding, Charleston, Historie end Romentle, p. 183,
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In September 1805, Cherleston suffered the loss of
one of her distinguished sons, Genersl %illfam Koultrie,
of Revolutionary feme hed died, snd the governor asked
"all officers of the 3State to unite with him in a token of
respect to the mewmory of this meritorious veteran and
Revolutionary hero." 24 He was indees a distingulshed
patriot and soldler.

The French gnd English trouble was hegimning to
affect America and in 1807, foreign trade of Charleston
was practically destroyed. lLack of foroign trade was
mainous to sprisulture, the planters were in e terrible
plight, there was no girculstion of money, and business
wvas st a8 standstill, To alleviate the situation, the
Leglislature chsrtered the Bank of the State. ¥%ithin g
short time war sesmed inevitable. Fresident Jefferson did
everything he could to avoild it =3 ¥asdison also desired
peace, but so long &s Kgpoleon wes at war it seemed im-
possible to keep out of the strugple. "America asked
nothing better than to be sllowed to cultivate her flelds,
bulld up her industries, md ssil her ships unmolested.” &0
Neither Frence nor bEnglsnd would permit such quiet neutrality,
each hoping for the aid of America. 4t the opening of the
Thirteenth Congress it was avident and inevitable that America

241'?& de., P« 183.
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should have to enter the strugrsle egeinst Englend,

Charleston was not really affected by the ¥War of 1812,
in the military sense. The coast had besn prerered from
North Caroline to Florida, but there were only two small
battles which were essy victories for America. The forti-
fications st Charleston were not molested. Although she
wes never esseiled during the war, the commercial &nd
economic effects were felt for meny months to come. Her
trade was completely ruined, imports were stopped, and
exports were a risk. The rice and cotton crops were stored
until a time when the market would open. Every vessel that
sailed out into the water beyond the coaat was attacked by
e British ship; the losses were very hecvy. One vessel
losded with about seven thousend dcllers wmorth of rice, sll
from one plantation,was reported captured within sixty miles
of Cherleston.Z®

Fence was finally declared in Jemary 1818, after the
victory of New Orleans. Even though the losses were great,
and 1t was ssveral yesrs before America recovered from the
affects of the war, she hed made herself a place smong the
netions of the world. "Her flag wss respected, her rights
acknowledged, snd all meteriel loases were soon forgotten
in the prosperity that set in and continued . . . dowsn to
1861, 27

eslbad., p. 4186.
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For the two years duration of the war several chasnges
took place in Cherleston, the Buropean trade having been
cut off, she becems more dependent on the North for her
supplies. Another important event was the dissolution of
the Federalist party in this section of the country. Many
times in the past, the divided politicsl bYeliefs of the
south were the csuse of unpleasant events, but during the
war the Inhabitants threw away their differences and stuck
togethsr In their ocommon cause. ¥hile Governor Alston was
in office the boundary line between FNorth and South Carolina
was settled and determined by & survey.

One of the firast benevolent soclsties in the country
wes established in Charleston immedistely following the war
of 1812, It was called the Ladies Benewolent Sosiety, whose
puarpose was the care of the sieck, Donations of cotton were
accepted and the women were teught to spin and weave yarn
for the poor. The society also provided linen, medicine,
food end nurses for the sick. It received donstions end
legacies and proapered up until the time of the Civil War.
In 1850, when Jenny Lind, the Swedish Nightingale, asppeared
in concert in Cherleston, she wes 30 impressed by this
benevolent movement thet she contributed generously to the
society. FNo monument is more prized than this graclous
gesture made by Jenny Lind, During times of epidemiec this

organigstion wags invalustle to the sick end indigent.
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In recent years a nurse of the Johns Hopkins Hospital at
Baltimore, mede the following comment on this first bene-
volent soclety:
I have been atruck with the wise spirit in shich
1t was founded. The cautious distribution of almsj
the effort to study &nd understend the neads of the
sick end the helpless, snd to give the right kind of
relief, are characteristioc of the most modern *scientifio’
ISR, thatly " et e B e moReestad
’ 0y
At the close of this period in the growth snd develop-
ment of the city of Cherleston, there have been meny chenges.
The fear reaching effects of the Revolution left a lasting
imprint on her history. From a dependent eolony of the Roysl
Crown of Creat Britain she integrated snd became a vital end
important part of that great union ¢f colonies, the United
Stetes,
tith the introduction of sea isleand cotton into the
South end the production of this greet crop, Charleston's
economic end socisl importance to the South increased with
each year. From the end of the Revolution to the ¥gr of 1812,
the population and size of the city increased almost three-
fold. %ith the opening of the inlend territory =nd the lands
left by the Cherokee Indien wars, the trace of the harbor
towns grew with decided repidity. 4ll of the inlend popula-

tion looked to Charleston for supplies md for a market for
their products. These demends opened new fields to the city.

28
Itid., P. 418.
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Fxtensive werkets, handling everything imaginedle, cotton
brokers, and suction flrms sprang up in every space. Ner-
chants commenced to expand their busineisas and to buy end
build their own vessels in order to shere in the lucrative
foreign trsde.

The city rroper, was of necessity, =nlerged to mset
thess demands of incoming populstion. The plsnters con=-
tinued to retain homes in Charleston snd with business
flourishing these homes were enlarged end many of them
rebuilt,

Charleaton had slways been the most progressive of
the southern stetes in the number snd cherecter of her
schools, As early as the year 1712, the old colonial
Agssembly hed passed gn set founding a gremmer school located
in Charlo:m;ox'a.:"'9 During this period following the Revolution,
Charleston Collegs was founded end located there, where meny
of Americafs i1llustrious sons received their education. Many
new free public schools were opened and new bulldings wers
erected.

An American church repleced the o0ld Church of Rngland
snd many new denociainations snd sects were introduced to
Charleston., 014 buildings were replaced by mors modern
structures and the gospel wes cerried into the inland gountry

end parishes.

29!&. w%. Jernegan, "Factors Inﬂnoncing tho Development
of American E&ucation Pefore the Revolution,” iFroceedings )
of The Kiaaigg! Valley Hiatorieal Association, TTETF-Tgl'a .
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The 0ld "v¥hite Meeting House™ was rebtuilt in 1808, snd in
its plecs was a beputiful dMuilding that wss called the
'Circular Church'. At this time the Church of Rome was
introduced t©0 Charleston snd the St, Mary's was built,
meking the nineteenth church in the town, The FPresbyterians
snd Rugusnots also put up new snd finer churches.

The social 1life of Charleston was pLerhaps the geyest
end most notatrle in the Scuth, Her location brought many
distinmished visitors within her limits end visitors in
the 3outh elweys prolonged their stey in Charleston. The
wealthy plenters and ss rchants, most of wvhom were refined
end sducated gentlemen , made the socisl and culturesl life
very lively.

Charleston, the economic and accial center of the
South had passed through another period in her development
and hed mede rapid progress todards filling her rightful
place ss the metropéldis of the South



CHAFTER V

CHABLESTCE LEADS THE WAY TO SECESSION
FROM 181§ TO 1880

The final echoes of the ¥ar of 1812 had not been heard
in Charleston bafore new developrments began to take place.
James Monroe had heen slected [resident, to succeed
Jeffarson, and one of his first officiesl scts wes to visit
the socuthermn gtates., ¥e desired to meet the people of the
South and bscome better scqueinted with them, ss well as
to femiliarize himself with the land snd inspect the coest
defenses. He remcined in Charleston for cne week and was
entertained in the same roysl and hospitable manner as was
Fresident Washington only a few years ;reviously.

T™his psriod in Charleston's history was one of very
positive sectional rivalry. This politicsl rivalry was
evidenced in every movement, The Migsouri Comprominse, the
annexation of Texas, the Mexiecen %War, the acquisition of
Celifornia, the Compromise of 1880, the struggle for pos-
session of Cuba, the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, snd the DNred

Scott Tecision, were a few of the meny rhases of this
politicel rivalry.
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The introduction of the cotton culture in the South
saveral yesrs sePlier, led to the demend for large planta-
tions, more territory, snd more slave labor to cultivate
this increased farming area. "It finelly culminated in
the election of & Iresident whose pletform of non-exten-
sion of slavery, preclipitated the Civil War. Side by =ide
with this politicel rivelry was an economic contest which,
in point of importance, is scarcely inferior to the
politicel conteat.™ 1

Charleston in 1819 . wss suffering from the drmstic
effects of the War of 13l2. upon her trade and commerce.

It was elmost impossible to obtrin & loen, as the banks

were forced to close snd many of the lesding fimms feiled.

All of the cities slong the eoast were striving to gain the
trade and push the other ses cogst cities into the bsckground.
Cherleaton, vhose import and export trade hed rivaled that of
New York for msny years, was now corippled from the effects of
the war. Kot only had the city suffered terrible trade losses,
bng now it frced new competitors. Wwithin a short dlstance of
her own harbor, Ssvannsh was & prosperous rival, with increasing
trade snd industry. Ihiladelphia snd Poston, at greater
distance, were gradually taking lerger shares of ocean commerce.

"Charleston's position as & commercial &nd trading center for

the South was in denger, snd other towns with leas naturel ad-

ventages were grsdually sspiing her trade." 2

1
John C. Van Deusen, The Ante-Bellum Southern Commercial
Conventions, p. 7.

2Robort ¥1lls, Statistics of South Caroline, p. 169.
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4t the opening of the Revolutionary Wer, Charlestun
was cne of the three leading sea coast towns of the entire
group of British colonies. She was the leasding town south
of New York. This supremacy in the South, held by Charleston
wag deing sndangered by the rapid growth of other enter-
prising towns along the ocoast. The farsighted citizens of
Charleaton, realiszing the gravity of the situstion, felt
thet some thing would have to bes done if their eity were to
maintein this commercisl lesderahip.

The westward movement had increased both imports and
exports to the foreign trade centers of the vorld. Hersto-
fore, s vory large part of this cosmerce had moved hver the
sharves of Charleston. 7The western settlements ocould still
make Cherleston their headguarters, 1f there were some speedy
mesns of getting into the city. The one solution to
Charleston's [Toblem wea to fsellitete eszier and more con-
venient means of transportation to the west.

One of the first aters in this attempt to improve the
means of tranasportation wes to connect some Of the water~
ways. The 3antee Cansl, a great work for the time, was put
into opontion.a This canal extended for twenty-two miles
betwesn the Santes River in South Csrolina and the oity of
Charleston., It was thirty~two feet wide at the top, twenty
foot wide at the dottom, and four fest deep. This censl

aoamoodou D. Jarvey, Robert Y. Fayne snd His Times,
P .
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connected the Santee and the Cooper Rivers snd was s preat
benefit for the trede of Cherleston.

Charleston's next stepr to meintain her position as the
greatest commercial center of the South, wes to incorporate
¢ reflroed., If it were possible to bulld reilrosds into the
interior and connect with the western settlements a grest
portion of this trade would return to Charleston, "Charleston
et the beginning of her 'twenties' found her wegon trade
severely diminished by the rise of river tomna, while her
leck of waterweys to the interior prevented the growth of
whole sele business to compenaste.” 4

Alexender Black of Charleston presented a bi1ll to the
pvuth Carolina legisleture in 1827 for a cherter to permit
organization of s raflroad compeny. This cherter wes granted
end The South Ceroline Caensl end Reilroasd Company was orgenized
at Cherleston ity Hall, The objective of the company was to
conatruct a reilroad from Charleston across the stste to
Famburg. The survevors and promoters found the country between
the termini an esay one on which to construet the road, and
their only &ifficulty was one of finances. Charleston inves-
tors purchsssed most of the stcck, the city government invesated
220,000 and leter the Stete was induced to make a loen of

£100,000., ¥any privete corporstiona, bankers, insursnce

%01rich Bonnell Fhillips, Life and Labor in the Old

South, p. 147.
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companies, weslthy plenters and espitalists subseribed
liverslly to the stock.5 The completed road wes 136 miles
In lenpgth #nd w&s opened for travel in its entirety in 1833,
Upon its eompletion this was the longest stretch of reil-
roed in the world. Cherleston hoped to divert some of the
treffic from Ssvenneh through the construction of this line,

Three yesrs before the line wsas completed 2 1little
stesem locomctive "The Best Friend of Cherkston,” hed been
put in operstion snd wes 8 declided success. Its first trip,
of course, vwas one of Charlesaton's most exciting end memo-
reble avents.

¥hen the engine, the "Rest Friend,"” the first
locomotive used in imerica, wss put upon the treck,
snd drew & ear vhich could cerry twenty~-five prsg-~
sengers st the daring end dengerocus pace of twelve
miles and hour, and wes even entrugteg to treansport
the meil, the world stococd emszed!

Charleston hed not been disturbed by any insurrections
by the Fegro sleves since the trcuble =ith Spsin gt St.
fupustine, at shich time the Spenish snd French srounsed
th~ Negroes to join in the rebellion. HRowever, in 1872,
Charleston snd the surrocunding country was grestly slamed
upon hearing of a Negro insurrection. According to the census
of 1820, the rhite populstion of Charleston hed setually de-
decreased,shile thst of the Negroes had increissd. Impore

tation of slaves from dher ststes had been incressing rapidly

snd the exsct jroporticn wes not known in 1827, £t one time

5
Edwerd C. Firklend, # Hilstoery of ‘mericen Economic Life,
P. 280,
e
Ravanel, Charleston, The Place snd The Feople, p. 488.
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the importation of sleves iInto Cherleston was stopped, but
with the increese of trade end cotton production the prectice
hsd been resumed., Among the meny Negroes brought in from
the Yest Indies was I'enmsrk Vesey, s free mullsto, Vesey,
shose home was in Charleston, baceme the lesder of the in-
surrection. His plen wes for one large group of Negroes
to cross from the 1s8lrsnd into the town where they were to
be joined by snother group from the inlsnd country. The
united party wes then to seize sll srms end smmunition,
kill the Covernor or Intendent, set fire to the city, snd
maessecre gll of the vhite men. The women and booty were: to
hsve been kept by the Negroes. The whites learned of the
plot through household servents, who tock no part in 1it,
The plen was thwarted in its beginning, but nct before the
entire citigenship had been slsrmed. Vesey sand one or two
other lesders were taken to trial end later hanged., 42 few
of those implicrted were too ignorant to mow what they
hed been ettempting to accomplish. Cf the gullty, twenty-
nine were transported, and thirty-five were axocuted.7
As a result of this conspirescy the lews for the con-
trol and resuletion of the Hegroes were msde much more
rigid then btefore. lLaws of this kind, both old ¢nd new,

were strictly enforced and the Negroes,gensrally, were

watched closely. The Negroes desiring to migrate toward

7Jervey, Robert Y. Hayne snd His Time, p. 130.
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the ¥orth were not allowed toc return, and those employed
on coenting vessels were not sllowed to land.

After the drstardly scheme to massecre the vhites end
bturn the city, Charleston reslized the denger of the growing
colored populetion. Her ministers and officisls considered
plens to eductste the Negroes., <any years before this, a
Benevolent ¥isslonery Orgsnization had given religious
Instruction to a few of the slaves, tmt the movement had
not been widespread. In 1828, C. C. Finckney, called a
meeting of the fgricultural Soclety, informing them that
the Negro poprulstion hed inocreased so greetly that in-
dividual teaching esnd treining was out of the cuestion,

He asked thet they join him In s move to establish educa-
tional fecilities for the Kegroes. He glso asked the
aessiatence of the churchea, The plan wes carried forward
end In 1829, two missions were established on the Cooper
and Santee Rivers, for the plantation sleves of thet
locelity. At first, some of the plenters objected on the
grounds thet it might csuse disturbences, tut soon they
were giving their unlimited coopsretion to the moveme nt.
Between this time and the first yesr of the Civil War,
"4ty chapels were built dy the plenters slong the sea-
boerd for the religlious instruction of their slaves, fifty
thousand Yegroes were members of Christien churches in

“outh Carolings." 8

8
Ravenel, Charleston, The llsce and The i1eople, p. 443.
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In 1825, Lafayette mede a tour of the United 3tstes
and visited Charleston., He had meny old friends from the
Revolutionary days snd was received with grest rejoiecing
and celebration. HMeeting street wes lined with citigzens
end soladiers, when he drove into the eity. "No such pro=-
cession had aver heen seen; in 1t wes every men in town
and hundreds who hesd come from ths country. ¥%indows snd
doors were thronged with l:dies.” ? Qeneral Pinckney's
last public service wes his ;ert in this reception for his
old friend.

In the yeara following the %ar of 1812, South Caroline
experienced e« greet deal of economic unrest snd politicel
controversy., Some of the leaders wers bleming the seconomioc
snd social slump on the war, while othera felt that the
tariff was the cause of all the trouble. As esrly ss 1820,
articles by prominent Charleston lesders apreasred in the
Courier under fictitious names. Thess articles marked the
beginning of the great nullificetion movement. In most
proevious ceses of troubls betwaen the Ststes sand the
Federal govermment, Charleston hed favored the Union, but
the tariff question wmas begimming to ceause much serious
discussion among the planters of this section. The North
was 8 manufacturing center, snd the 3outh was an agricul-
tural region, consequently, a high tariff to sssist and

atimulate memufacturing could be of no possidle benefit

9
Ibid., P. 443.
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to Charleston snd the South. 3inee menufacturing had never
been very sueccessful in ths South, Carolins inhabitanta were
forced to tuy meny msnufecturec products from the MNorth snd
the high teriff wes detrimental to their business interests.

In the meeting of the South Carolina Legislsture in
1825, it was decided that a protective tariff wes "an un-
constitutional exercias of power." 10 In the same way 1t
was declded that federsal aid for internal improvements,
whieh was chiefly beneficial to northern markets to broaden
their domeatic markets was likewise "unconstitutional,"

The majority of the southern states sgreed with
Carolins up to this point, tmt in 1827, after having come
to the conclusion that the Constitution was & compact of
the states, "es separste, independent sovereignties,” the
legislature adopted the famous "Exposition,” by John C,

Cslhoun, 11

This document announced, very boldly, the right
of the state to nullify federal lews that the individusl
st«te regsrded as unconstitutionel.

In 1ts original form the tariff law carried an average
rate of’thirty-fivo per cent, vhich wes meant to be pro-
hibitory, on one group of gooda. The second grou; ecarried
& rate of twenty-five ;er cent, wvhich rete was supposed to
be competitive, Tha third group ceérried & rate of twanty-

five per cent, and wes considered a protective tariff, as

loxrthur F¥eler Schlesinger, New Wiewpoints in Americsn
Hist 9 Pe 228,

11:1v14,, p. 228,
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most of these items were produced in this coumtry. The
protective fectures of the sct Ad3d not aeem to work and
busineas continued to grow worse.12

This moderate protective tsriff hed been enscted by
& combinstion of the cantral and western States, but the
opposition from the South wes so strong thet in 1828, a
new tariff bill wss jessed. This bill agein favored the
New Englend States snd was still higher. Several articles
to help the other sections of the country were included in
this bill, consequently, it received the suprort of every
section of the Union but the South., The average rate of
this lest b1ll smounted to more than forty-three per cant,

To the South there was no benefit in sny pert of this
bill, no more revenue wes needed and it wss asimply & pro-
tective tariff for the n orthern memufecturers. 4All of the
cotton end tobeeco gnd rice from the South tere shipped to
Furope snd this teriff would bring nc higher prices to the
Southern preoducers.

After the Trriff Act of 1828 had been prssed the nulli-
ficetion movemasnt Iin Cherleston grew atronger &nd stronger,
but in 1832, Congress finally passed enother teriff low,
This %11l removed some of the revenue taxea £nd reduced some

of the protective duties, "but the yrinciple of protection

leﬁarry Judson iratt, The Growth of the /mericsn

Ration, p. 194.
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weg fully retained.,” 12 3ty temodiete affect on Charleston

is shown in the following & ragrsph:

The merchants of Chsrleston were obliged to pay &
tariff on all coarse woolens snd cotton cloth (+h ich
went by the reme of honishurg or plentation cloth), on
iron, selt snd much thet was needed to sustalin her
immenss population of slaves smd their femilies, in-
cluding medicines, tools end crudes looms used in home-
spun weeving, Thus, when the manufscturing interests
bepgen tc govern the country, the peliticians of
Cherleston led her merchents end planters into their
protest during thes greet Nulliflestion period.l4

In the midst of all this turmoll and trouble, Rodert
Y. Hayne wes elected governor, The citigzens of Charleston
were divided into txo parties, the me known as "Free Trude
end State's Fights," under the lesdership of Colconel rreston,
‘hett, ¥1lllem “mith snd Flliott; the other Imown as the
"Union Stete's Rights," psrty, heeded bty toinsett, ¥iddleton,
Eicherdson, iringle, Dayton, letigm end lLepgare. These
temms were eventuelly shortened tc Rullifiers &nd Unionista.
The politicel situation wuas uppermost in the minds of the
entire ropulation; even the women were teking e rerte.
ramphlets and newspepers hezdlined the ight, clubs debated
the subject, snd the genersl topic of conversation was
tariff and uullirication.l5

A Mullificetion Convention wsa held in South Carolina

in Decemter,1832. This Convention lasted only & week, and

ISIM Gep Pe 232

1l
4Leidlng;, Cherleston, Flatoric and lLomentle, p. 199,

15Jervay, liobert Y. Hayne snd His Times, p. 318.
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8n o rdinence wes pe3sed mullifying the recent Teriff Ri1ill
passed by the United States Congress. The o rdinance was
to go into effect Februery 1, 1833, Deelaring that no
further duties woculd be [ald after that date, they defied
the government to collect such duties as were named in

the ordinsnce. JIrmediately, following this meeting, the
Stste commenced to reise money for ams and smmunition,
and even went 30 far e to start drilling the militie.
There were severs) minor riots, end the Federal CGovernment
sent srmed vessels to Cherleston to enforce the lsaws,
Finally, throupgh the efforts of Henry Cley, Joel R.
Foinsett, sand others the affeir wes settled by the Compro-
mizse Taydiff Bill, which provided for a reduction of the
tariff rotes on & sliding scele, until the rate of twenty
per cent wrould be resched in 1842, At the seme time the
Force Bill was passed, In which the liresident was granted
the right snd the powsr to use the militis to enforce the
laws of the United Stetes. From thet dey hence, the thraat
of secession was a poverful wespon to be used by first one
Stete and then another,

Joel R, Poinsett hed just returned from ¥exico when
the teriff quest.ion wes resching its height in Charleston.
Re hed long been s lesdsr in the affairs of Charleston end
felt thet 1t was to the sdvuntage of sll perties concerned
to mcke & petceatle settlsment., Although he was on the
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Union side, his intervention helped bring about the settle~
ment and the compromise. The following excerpt is from his
speech, socon sfter his return to Charleston, &nd it very
vell expleins the situstion:

I édrecd the denger nhich threstens our republicen
end federanl institutions, for I have enjoyed more than
ordinrry oprorunities of estimeting their true welue,
#fnd heve witnessed the dresdful ccnsecuences of revolu-
tion, egndthe wily end Insidious sters by vhich i¢
advences. I have contrested in every country and under
every clime the privetions snd sufferings of the reorle
of other nstions with the blessings and enjoyments of
our ovne. I know from wvhat I heve witnessed elsevhsre,
thet this gevermment, tvrennical znd oprressive ss it
is rerresentad to be by the mullifilers, dispenses more
humsn happiness to those thet live under it than any
other in the world, I know thazt 1t commends respect
of forelgn nst!ons end thet it 13 the admirstion of
211l vho love freedom, . « « Fherever I have been, I
heve felt proud of belng s citizen of this grest
rejublic, end in the remotest corners of the earth
heve welked secure end erect under the bemner vhich
our orronenta would teer down end trsmple under foot.

e « « %e heve the uncuestionstle, inelisneble right

of revolution, « « ¢ Tut this right ought not to be
lightly exerclsed, Ye ought to welgh well the evils

we suffer vith thcee which w11l result from revolution -
and seperstion.

slthough, a= vet, there had been no genersl recognition
of 1t, ¥111iem Gregg hud 4natipated 8 move to estahlish cotton
mills in Cherleston. !'e cempeigned to "bring the mills to the
cotton.” 17 Cregg hed besn considered & pioneer in the building
of the cotton mills, snd In his own mills in Horse Creek Vslley,
he stsrted the welfare-work mcvement for cotton mill workera,
¥ollowing the settlement of the tariff cuestion, Charleston

spein becrme prosperous snd flourishing. The long planned esnd

1€
Je Fred Ripry, Joel %, :o0ingett, Versstile ‘merican,

pp. 140”14? [ ]
17
Lefd’ng, Cherleston, Fistoric snd Fomentic, p. 120,
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hoped for rerilrosd hed been completed snd ®wss now the
longest rallroud in the vworld, It had stisulested business
in Chsrleston and grve the merchsnts & mesns of getting
Irocduets o the mInlsnd towns, es well as to get the pro-
ducts te trelr wherves from the outlying country. "In the
first veur of 1ts eperstion, 26,649 passengers were traona-
ported over the line, 26,576 bales of cotton brought to
the city, end totzl receipts of the compsny smounted to
*166,550," 18 7Trade continued to develop snd within e
short time Cherleston was building more rotds to sccomo-
dete the ineressing treffice "“Fech succeeding vesar ssw &
decided rise In their figures. These figures clearly ine-
dicating thet Chsrleston wes once sgain the hezrt of the
commerclel South," 19

Iarine the year 1837, there wes a8 slight uprising
smong the “eminole Indisns, in vhich & few of Charleston's
men were killed. 7This trcuble arcse over an attsmpt to
move the Indlsns to western reservetions snd to recover
some of the slesves thet hsd fled to Florida end tsken refupge
with the Seminoles. 0Os3ceols, the lerder of the 3Yeminocles,
wts ceptured snd brought to Fort Moultrie, where he dled.
/fter thet, there were no further insurpections.

In this geme ye&tr g ¢sll was 13sued for a trade or

cormercisl convention to he held 4n fumiste, Georgism. Vvhen

1

8¥111iem “trnlev Hocle, The Literervy snd Cultursl
“sekperound of Therlesten, 1820-1R"0, Fe 25e

[e)
lvﬁt]es Teri~ter, ;711 19, 18284, pe 18.
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the convention opened in Oectober 1837, only two s tates were
represented, South Carolina snd Georgla, This was one of
four conventions that met between the years 1837 and 1839,
their ohief purpose wis to estzblish direct trede with
Rurope, although at one of the meetings, Cherleston drought
up the subject of internel improvements. The convention
formuleted s series of resolutions in order to stimmlates
direct trade with Europesn countries snd make it possibdle
thet the South "might throw off the degreding shackles of
thelr commeroial independance.” =0

The scmmsrce of Charleston was proaspering snd she haed
resained her pisce as the commercial senter of ths South,
"Rever since the yeers lmmediately preceding the Revolution
wvag Charleston so prosperous, so0 cheerful, so full of ed~-
vance of every sort, ss in those years betwsen 1840 and
1860." 21 prices were at levels that hsd not been reached
since the years before the penic of 1819, Several hundred
thousend dollers worth of merchendise was sold in Charleston
each yerr, several hundred dbarrels of flour were imported
ampmally, and 1t took 1,500,000 yards of cotton Dagging to
supply the denend.2? The State of Cerolins was producing

20.1'. G. Van Duesen, The inte-Bellum Southern Commeroisl

Conventions, p. 15.

21
Ravenel, Charleston, The Flace and The Feople, p. 464.
22'11“ Register, I (cept. 17, 1838) 46-47.




82

more rice than sny other Stste in the Union end 1t was of
& superior quelity.es The priece of cotton had risen from
nine snd nine tenths cents per pound to twelve snd twxo
tenths cents, and the folloxing year it hed sdvanced to
sixteen and eight tenths cents. "During this period 1t
wos estimated that cotton wis brhging sbout thirteen
million dollars into the city anmmually.” 24 At the same
time these advngcoa in the prices of rroducts and goods
mede the irices of slaves highar than ever before. The
price peid for produce was estimcted to de higher in
Cherleston then in sny other city in the Scuth, or on the
continent for thet matter.®® The banks were more than
eble to meet the demends, money was plentiful snd credits
were 1ibersl.=S
Sceliel inatitutions,-~« now passed awey--

unfevoralbe to mamifsctirers, chescked their growth

in Charleston during the decads immedintely enterior

to the war, notwithstanding it was otherwise a period

:;egzo:: zzge:::itg;?ggority in Caroline, as wes else~

Muring these prosparous end flourishing times the

social 11fe of Charleston had gone on much &3 before., The

2?22 Bow's Review, I (April, 1846), 325-372.

e

4
Niles Register, LI (Sept. 17, 1838), 48,

25y, s. Hoole, The Iiterary end Cultural REackground of
Chearleston, 1830-1860, p. 30.

268

Niles Register, LY (Sept. 17, 18386), 47.

270. Sovet, Rescurces and fopulation end Industry, p. 577.
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many meetings and gatherings brought about by the nullifie
cation movement affected some changs in the trend of socciety.
These msetinga hed bean congregetions of the educsated and
cultured citizens who were eager to discuss the politicel
situation and other importent probleme of the duy. One
historian has given the following scrount of the sociel

l11fe of this period:

The socierl 1life of these lended gentry centered
in Charleston, & ¢ity of architectursl pefinement snd
cultural dfatinotion, of wistful chrrm end romantic
lovelinens, tor those who belonged to or were personte
gratee to 1ts ruling class, Charlezton during the ante-
bellum periocd was the most engeging spot in the 3outh,
1¢ not in ’‘merlce, Less cosmopoliten than New Orleans,
less aasy~-going then Richmond, Charleston possessed sn
stmosphere of gayety tempered with dignity which was
unique. luring the 'season' which lasted for seversl
weeks each winter, the clty was festive with balls,
dinners and rsces. In the spring, winter and sutumn
the gentry sngsged one snother in conversation on
thelr spzcious verundahs; strolled along the dattery,
with Fort Sumter looming ominiously in the 4istsnce
across the wiles of shimmering weter; or sat in their
gardens in the langorous Southern gér, emid the perfume
of roses, jessamines, asnd agelees,

Charleston was not only the socigl center of the South
et this tims, but she wss looked to for the theories of
politics exd government by 8l) of the southern states.
ffter her leadarahilp in the nullifiestion controversy, the
&riastooretic lemsders of Charleston were sought after snd
favored more widely each yeesr. ¥ith @ populstion never ax-

ceeding forty three thoussnd, less than helf of shom were
28

Virginius Debtney, Liberslism in the So@ith, p. 102.
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white, "Charleston pleyed & lerger rart and more signifi-
esnt role in shaping the nationzl destiny during the period
from 1830 to 1860 then any other city in imerice,” 29

Charleston was known as the city of arlstocrats for
meny vesrs, yeat thesa same aristocrats had the fighting
spirit bred into them, they were cspable of teking hold
of eny situstion and hendling it uith efficliency snd in-
tegrity. From the esrliest deys of the settlement of
Charlesaton, her citlizens not only desirsed but maintained
supremacy among the southemn stetes. The csuse of this
aristocracy in Cherleston 1s threefold:

Firat, thelr immense possesaiona; second, they
ovned gt lezgt one helf, 1f not more of the two greet
erticles of Southern property, sleves end lend; third,
;g:;;}:;ﬁg:{{f §8d thelr superior culture, social and

Charleston produced several literary men of abllity
during this perfod. ¥illiem Gilmore Simms, second only to
foe, was 8 mative of Carolina, Another parson of note in
the litersry fleld wrs Williém Grsyson. "Cherleston was
the birthplace and also the graveyard for a number of

ventures in the preriodicel field," 31 The Southern

29Ibm.,,, pe 102,

0
5 "south Cerolins Soclety,” Atlentic Monthly, Vol XXXIV.,

(JTamery 1929), p. 672,
3lpabney, Liberslstm In the Scuth, p. 133.
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Quarterly Feview snd the Courier outlasted eny of the othgra.
Robert J. Turnbull, who was 2 politicel writer of mmuch power,
and several athers of les=er note, spreared during this time.
The firat magezine aver to eppesr iIn the southern states was

the 3South Cerclina Yeekly Museum, published in Charleston.

The MYercurvy end the Courler were the great dally newspepers
of Cherleston.

s & result of bdetter btuasiness, new churches, new schools,
end college bulldings commenced to spring up in Charleston.
A medie2l school hsd been founded in 1822, end since that
time it hsd been improved 2nd was o8lled the College of
¥edicine., Charleston hrd always heen an exponent of educetion
and her public schools were fairly adequats for this period
of her development. There were fourteen acsdemies and
gramrer achools xith sn sversge attsndsnce of 861 pupils.
Throughout the clty there were thirteen primary and common
schools with an enrollment of 574 pupils. 32 2t a very
eerly date in the history of Cherleston more then fifty per
cent of the one hundred Americrns wvho were sdmitted to the
Inns of Court in London were fram Cegrolina, 33 The o0ld

Ghearleston Library had besn retmilt snd another literary
socliety was founded in conjunction with it, This soclety

32
2Hoole, Charleston, Literary snd Cultural Background,

18%0-1880, p. 41.

ssnabney, Liberelisms In the South, p. 42.
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was called the Apprentices Librery snd the bocks colleéted
woere especlally ddapted to the needs of young mechsnica and
tredesmens It erected & hsll on Meeting street where it
held meetings and meintained & library snd & resding room.
There vere 278 profeasionsl men in Cherleston end "no city
in the Unlon could bomst of so many telented peinters as

4 Semuel Morse resided in Charleston for

Cherleston.
meny yeers. it thet time he wes en artist and psinted
meny rortreits while living there., Kany believed thet he
perfected his greet invention, the %elegrsph, in en old
house on Chslmers Street, however, this belief hes since
been discredited.35

Tpon the emmpietion of the Chsrleston-Hamburg Rail-
roed the enterprising citizens of Charleston begern tc meke
pylens for snother line thst wonld connect *ith the kest,
Governor Hayne wes greetly interssted iIn this venture snd
did mich to organize & eompsny for its construction.
Charlsston felt thet the railrosd would bring treffic
from *he ceresl snd livestock eres to the cotton belt, the
cotton belt in tum would send its traffic Snto Cherleston,
theraty meking it the center of 211 commerciel interests.

£t @ meeting the citizens resolved thet the "period hed now

24

¥I11l4sm Stenley Hoole, The Literery and Cultursl Back-
ground of Cherleston, 1830-1860, p. 10.

38

Ravanel, Charleston, The Flece snd The ifeople, p. 432.
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arrived when the work can no longer be neglected without a
cerimingl supineness and fatel disregard of our own best in-
terests, &3 well &s the duties which we owe to ourselves,
and to posterity.” %6  Charleston invested 1iberally and
ocrgenigzed a banking enterprise to finsnce the road, btut the
plan finally hed to be sbendoned until lster,

For severasl yesrs troubls hsd been brewing with ¥exico,
and in ¥ay, 1846, the United 3tates dsclared war against
thaet country. Fhen fresident iolk called for fifty thousand
volunteers, South Carclins orgsniged a regiment, This regl-
ment was known for the durstion of the war as the relmetto
Regiment. Cherleston raised one of the first companies for
this regiment, and "1t covered itself «ith glory from the
landing at Vera Crusz, in #arch, 1847, until the fall of
Mexico in September, 1847." ! ocut of the ninety-six
original members, there were only forty left, snd the first
American flag to float over the walls of Nexico was that of
the ralmetto Regiment. This flag had been presented to the
regiment by the city of Gherleston. 38 The war with Mexico
was a series of victories for the United States. Mexico was

poverty stricken snd dewstated by revolutions snd the forces

28
Kirkland, A History of ¥odern ‘merican Fconomic Lifs,
Foe 290,

S

7Leid1ng, Charlesaton, Historic snéd Komentic, p. 208.

581!:16.




o8

of the United States were too muech for her. The United
States geined the vast territory of Califormia, and again
the gquestion of slavery was up for dsbete.

Immedlately following the ¥exicsn “*ar snd the cele=-
bration of the return of the Falmetto Regiment, Charleston
wes saddened by the desath of Calhoun. "then his remsins
were brought home, svery house was hung with moumning,
every slceve wore & bsnd of black, . + » their Frince had
fallen.” °% Cherleston asked that he might be laid to rest
within bher walls. His tomd is in the center of 3t. Fhilip‘s
western churchyard.

From the yveer 1793, shen the cotton gin was invented
to the yvear 1835, slavery had atrengthened its hold in the
South. "Slavery constrcted the Constitution snd messured
the Union for them, as it determined all things, vhether they
vere conscious or unconscious of 1ts eocntrolling agency," 40
By 1850, the pleéntetion 1desl wes dominsent In *he South and
had attained its highest stege of development. Chrarleston,
gs the center of ell this, stends out &8s the progressive
leader in the next ten yesrs of the history of the United
States, Chsrleston, the aristocrat of the Zouthlsnd, from
the year of the nullification movement to the vesr 1880,
dictazed the polieies of the South, Rlavery, intrcduced

Ravenel, Cherleston, The flece snd The reople, p. 485,

40%’511:01' Allen, Covernor Chamberlsin's Administration
in South Czrolina, p. 4.
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into Chesrleston during the firast few yeers of its existence
had grown until it reached its peak in the ten yenrs pre-
ocading the Civil ¥ar, Its growth snd dsvelopment is sn
integrel part of the history of Cherleston. Walter Allen
in his higtory of this 3tate, dsclered:

Slavery 13 & powerful ingredient in any community;
it was in gnolient timess it elwsys must be, « +
Almost absoclute dominion over the person, sven the life
of enother, =~ 80 fer as legel right goes,~~ cammot faii,
in any sge oy among eny people, to deeply sffect the
charsoter of individuals snd so0iety. « ¢« « Slavery
promotes 1n the maater class the spirit of cosmsnd, pride
of blood, of race, of charscter, Fsrsonal soursge snd
daring patriotism, generosity, hospitality-~the great
patrician qualities-~ secm to a large extent to sccome
pany and grow out of slevery, Certsinly these cognate
qualitiens have merited the poople of South Caroline in
all periods. The bDrutalizing influences of slavelry
need less notice, decsuse, ordinerily, they sre the
only ones observed by thoss who look from the outside;
Mt probadbly these influences were never more sadly
exhivited than emong the pecple of Charleston, 41

Slgvery wass the underlying osuse of the riee of
Charleston in the Jouth, and it wes the imwmediante snd dlreot
esuss of her subsequent decline,

The seven YyYesr period, bveginning »ith 1860, weas sn e
of prosperity for Charleaton. The approsch of this ere wes
noticetdle in the lste forties. Before 1850, travel had
been meainly by short rsil lines, scattered eanals, snd very
poor rosds, tut sinee the time of Hayne and Calhoun, projects
haed gone forward to oconneet the grest nev west with Charleston.

41
Iblﬁg. Ps 4o
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Neny of theas line- had been complsted dy 1850, end Cherleston's
dream to "penetrete the interior of the State and to bring
to Charleston for espor? the products of the up-sountry,
and en outlet for Chsrleston imports,” 42 . wss now realiged.

¥1lllem Cregg hed suocceedsd in bBullding his cotton mill
and in 1854, was advooating the construction of similier
mills over the entire state. Eassentially, i1t was his hope
that the mill should be & native produot, "« , « Iin
inspiration, in capltsl, in work-people, end in actuel
bullding msterisl as well.” %3 Oregz had studied the
econcmic structure of the Scuth, end he delieved that more
versatility ses neaesssry in the industriel world, in order
that the natursl rescurses of this seot ‘on ¢f the country
should he preserved snd utiliged, rather then wasted. He was
e freguent spesker at the meetings of the Southarn Commercial
Conventions, end tock part in all of Charleston's enterprises.
211 of the directors of his mill lived in Charleaton, Al-
though his chiaf interest wasin pesmufacturing in Charleston,
he sdvocated the modern theory of the ‘erosion of the soll?
from over-production of cottons

Cotton culture in the blsck bVelt was rewerded by
en everage price for the decads betwesn ten and eleven

cents In apite of a 4rop to sight cents in 18851-.1852,
Oocd prices for cotton end othsr steples proved to de

e
4 Prences Butler 3imkinas, end Fobert Eillierd ¥oody,

South Carolina During Reconstruetion, p. 188,

43

Broedus Mitchell, ¥1lliem Gregg, Faotory Master of
the 014 Sonth, P 44.
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the opiste thet dulled the wits of the rlenter of the
bleck belt. Though rlsnter's conventions, such as thase
of the South Cahatrel /gricultursl 2ssociation, were held
at intervels, they arcused scant thought in regard to
egriculture, ot only was l1ittle done to replenish the
fertilivy of the seesdbosrd lands, but thers wes little
vnderstending in and ebout Charleston of thes serious
affecta of the competition of the more fertile cotton
asreas of the Lover South, FKlwven &nd twelve cent cottom
which served to slley the discontent and disunion senti-
ment of the Oulf Statss in 1850, furnished South Carolims
no such relief, Yet the firs esters of the ralmetto
State felled to gresy the srgument of Edwund Ruffin,
that replenishmsnt of fertility would restore the 3Zouth
to netionsl leedership or prepare it for a prosperous
independent nationsl existence, 44

He oontended that diversificeation would grestly bens-
fit the South and pointed out many advantsgss for msnu-
facturing, since there was plenty of rew meterieal snd water
pover es well as the cheap labor supply from the slave and
poor-vhite populetion,

The egrieulturel regime had deen firmly eateblished,
however, snd the planters were contsnt to continue, ss 4in
the past, with thelr production of sotton and rioe. Although
the merchants cftsn contributed and owned stock in the marmue-
fascturing concerns of Charlestan, thelir plmpry interest wss
in the export amt import trade. They believed that their
future lay in the sgricultursl dominion. The following psre~
graph will give some 1des as to the extent of this trade:

The axports from Cherleston to foreign ecountries,

during the year 18560, smounted to $12,394,497, being
sn increase of nearly £1,500,000 over the exports of

44 rthur Cherles Cole, The Irrepressible Conflict, 1860~
1865, p. 61, — —
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18409, This incresse of exports wes sttended with a
corresponding inoresse of importa. If the goods in
the pudlic warshouses hed besn tsken Into eonsumption,
the agrregate amount for the past vesr would have bsen
considera®ly over $600,000 45

This increase in trede from Cherlesion esncouraged the rlanters
to seek more lsnd, buy wmore slaves, &nd expend in every
possidle way. The rice industry alone was an inducement *o
expansion, es is shown by the following srticle from e
periodiaal of thet day:
In no part of the world is the culture of rice
Bore successful or the produce sc excellent es upon
the Southern ‘tlentic «nd the Culf coeats of the
United States, snd especially that portion thereof
comprised within the sres of Carcline snd Ceorgls.
Here are the rice flelds of the South, from whence
coms not only ninetsen-tuentieths of sll the product
of the Repudlic, dbut 'he chief portion of that which
is dlatrib“od through the great channels of Furopesan
comme ro8.

The ¥orthern Ststes were oOprosr»d to slavery in the
South and with esch new State that was edmitted to the
Union the queation of "free or slave state," inevitably
erose, In Charleston, the gquestion never subsided, the
newspapers ssv o that, and they were abetted by the
pamphleterers, pocliticians and steatesmen As well ss & few
of the women vho were beginning to take a part in the
questions of the dny.

In its beginning, slavery might have been celled e

QSFumn Hunt, "Foreign Commerce of Charleston, South

Cardlina," Herchant's Msgazine snd Commeroial Heview, £4
(1881), 229,

“-r. A. Riochards, "Rice Lands of the South,” Harper's
ﬂl&ﬁ!ﬁ, X1X (1359)’ Pe 723.
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misfortune &and possibly excused ss & necessity, but the
Journslists end literery men of Charleston, hed come now
to defend 1t uron every occession. The Chuseh end State
de fended 1t "as & reletion sanctioned by thas Hible, ad-
vantegeous on all gounds to the meater race and lergely
a Dlessing even to the slaves." 47 The debute betwsen
Tebster and Hayne in the l830'a was based on the d4if-
ference in sccliel conditions.

The controversy oveyr slavery was mede more -itksr
becauge of an ccoompsnying quamil over the tartiff..
In 1857 g new teriff wessure wes passed, which reduced
the rctes for the moat pert, dut there were still some
features of protecticn, snd in the ensuing months there
was &8 new finsncisl panic. This panic of 1857, wes
lergely the result of over-speculstion, such gs, too many
ratlroads, too much speculation on the new lends in the
%eat and too meny debdts piled up drewing large interests
Benks ond corporations orashed, lend values dropped end
tuiléding operstions ceme to sn end. £11 of the South
Caroline Panks suspended specie peyment. The rumsl
districts wers compelled to set up &8 form of berter due to
the scercity of money, tut it crused little resl hordship.
The penic was not as sarious in the sgricultural South, ss

it was in other sections of the country., After a bdrief

47411«1, Govarnor Cheamberlein's Administration in

3ocuth Carolina, p. B.



104

flurry, gocd prices returned. I'musually large crops were
reised, exports seemed to incretse agesin, and the prices
of slaves continued to rMse. This was very different from
the conditions thet prevailed in the industrial areas.
Je B. D. DePow, the proud srokeman of the South, boldly
ennounced, "That the weslth of the South is permesnent end
real, thet of the North fugitive snd fiotitious,” 48

There wes no noticeabls trsce of the penic in tbhe
census, of 1860, which showad thst the aversge ares of
rlentstions in South Caroclina wns sixteen hundred acres.
Some of the plrnters owned four thousesnd slaves, snd very few
members of the aristooracy owned less thesn two hundred. "The
planters employed their time in the chese, in diasipetions,
in study, in visiting, in the duties of hospitality, or, as
wts ususl, beesme public men.” 49 un article appearing in
De Now's Review, drew savaral Important oconeclusions in re-
letion to the conditions and the present and future prospects
of Charleston end 3outh Crrolina. Among them were:

One: that the eondition of our egriculture snd
other *ndust:isl pursuits, whether viewed simply in
themsslves, or in compearison with the seme ir together
3tates of the Union, &re not only discoursging, but
oexhivit gonerally a regular dscline., Two: that es
2 natural conseguence of this decline, the advence
in our populaticn for the last ten yeers hed 1little
excaasded one~-tnird the eversge iIncresse of the
populstion of the United RStetes in the same time.

Three: that the fertllity of cur lende, as deduced
from the amount of the erops produced in the most

wCOIG, The Irrepressible Conflict, p. 33.

“"Sonth Carolina Soeclety,” ‘tlsntic Honthly, 3¢ (1877)
Pe 671.
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fertile districts, is undergoing generelly & regular
process of exhsustion, end thet the merket vslue of
lands In most of the districts hsd not advanced in an
equal rating with that of ths populalon., Four: that
the employmant of slave labor in sgricultursl, or
other indutrinl purgaits is not as profiteble us is
generelly supposed.

Chearleston, rsgerdless of pesnics, politics, slsve
questions, tariffa, and cther vital issues, continued to live
mach = befora., The religious, ecucstionsl, and socisl insti-
tuticns wvers groving and developing and Charleston remsined
the socisl snd econcmic center of the South.

In the Frosidential emupasgn of 186C, there were four
candidates, 7The Democoretic Convention at Cherlesteon friled
to mgree on a pletform, The southemn feople folt mat. their
constitutional rights and essential social institutions ware
in dire peril. 7The division of the Cemocvratiec perty weas
the finsl blow and Lincoln was elected. Ceroline and
Cherleston vere in a stats of dreed sand alamm, In December
the dslegates from South Caroline met in Chardbston and
passed an Ordinsnce of Secsssion. One by one the other
southe m strtes followed th- axemple of Charleston snd
jolned in the move for secession., South Carolins's
secesaion end declarstion of independence wss typicel of
her spirit for the post 180 yesrs. Théir secsssion was the
first ect in the "great drama” of the Civil ¥ar., It wes
the beginning of the end, the fell of slavery, the des-
truotion of southern prosperity, the dark before the dawn

of & new e,

‘m"swth Csrolins -« Her igricultural,” Defow's Review,
XIx (18s8s5), B32.




CRAFTRR VI
THE SrIRIT OF CHARLESTON

The history of Charleston, from i%s esteblishment in
1820, to the firing of the firast sannon of the Civil war
in 1820, 4s ths hlstory of & paople whose fiery, indomi-
table piocneer apirit made them the leeding factor in the
development of the South, The story of the development
of Charlesta, through this period of one hundred eighty
vears, 1s also & brief resume c¢f the soclial end economie
development of the South,

The gecprarhicesl snd phyalesl locsetion of Cherleston
gave her the key thet orened the door tc & vast Zomein,
In the easrly colonial yeriod, Charleston wes the plonews
in the forelign trsde mcvemert. She had eristocrecy end
woeslth within her bounds frox the earliest day of her
sattlement.

Cherleston's inhebitents, for some time, supported
themselves by farming, Indien trade, end the sele of
lumber. The settlement was not very prosperous during
ita firat few yetre, hut at the close of the first
decade, rige had Yesn Introduced into the coleny, &nd it

106
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soon became a lsading industry. HRice was one of the main
factors in furthering the developmsnt of Charleaton in the
South,

The expansion of trade brought sbout conflicts with
the Indians and ths Indian treders. Very shortly after
that the proprietory rle was ended -nd the colonies
besems & Royal krovince under the proteection of the Xing
of England. Following the sppointment of s Royal Covernor,
Charleaton had & period of comparsative prosperity and
development,

In 1741, Charleston found smother industry and =
sscond ataple for her market, through Elize lucas and her
indigo exporiment. Indigo could bear & long hsul to
merket end a&n sotive traffic of local barges from plen-
tation lsndings to Charleston wes sterted. Charleston
becams the mein center for the rice ard indigo market.

It was not only the center for shipring snd commeree,

but all of the rctivities of the government were

centered there. In One sense Charleston was & "gity-state."”
2t the 0loss of the Revolution, Charleston was free

from the Royel Crown, tat she fsced sarious economie problems.

¥ith the coming of the Revolution the British withdrew the

bounty on indigo and its culture ceesed to be profitatle.

The rice ares was limited by nsture to a comparetively
suall eres along the cosst. The prosperity of Charleston
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demanded gnother stepls crop, rice slone would not suffise.
Ell %hitney's ootton gin supplied that orop. Cotton soon
beaame the lecding iwmericen export snd Chesrleston, the
leading cotton ahipring city, not only of the 3Socuth but

of the world.

Rot only was Charleston the cultural, scoial and .
economic eanter of the South, but in the c¢ity or ite
vieinity lived some of the most adble politicel leaders
of the mation. Ko city south of the Nason end Dixon line
had mors Influence upon sputhern political thought snd
sotion than did Charleston. During the controversy over
the tariff, the Hayne~Webster dedbete, rnullifieation,
slavery and secession, the sons of Charleston and of
South Carolina, Ceorge McDuffie, J. H. Hasmond, James
Asmilton, Jr., Rodert Y. Hayne, Johmn C, Cslhoun, and
Fodert Barmwell Rhett, were the spokesmen of the socuthem
movement, not only of their own region, bdut of the entire
Scuth, .

The center of culture and of socliety for all the
surrounding ecountry was in Charleston. The wealthy planters
maintained homes there, some of them the year round, and
others during the summer months and the mrlsrias season.
The winters in Cherleaton were gay end festive, some of

the soolsl funetions being dslls, reces, snd the theater.
4t their socierl gatherings the Charleaton lsdiles dressed
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in the lrteat London and Paris fashions. Charleston set
the fashions and the styles for the South,
then Charleston wes located between the iAshley and
the Cooper Rivers with a waterfront of nine miles, she
established herself as the getewsy to the 3outh. 3She
held this place in the economie snd social world of the
South umtil the Civili Ragr. The Cherleston of pre-war
days had ochsnged very 1little snd meny of the tuildings
are standing todey and "show only the mellowness of
tixe snd weather.” 1 The history of Charleston is the
history of the aristooratic gentry of the old South,
"Charleston reached its apex of importence long ago in
1880, and has chenged so little since thet its flavor
todsy 1s meinly that of the eighteenth century." 2

It is a fer ory, adown the yeers, from the
first settlamant at ilbemsrle Foint to the
Charleston of today. No flstitious narrstive,
t vitel, glowing history fill the yesrs from
1870 to 186C, snd the oity snd her surroundings
are satursted :ith authentlisc storp that springs
like grass from her soll, end 4rips like dew
from the eaves of her quaint besutiful d®ildings
and runs through her roadways end streets,
weaving a golden thread of romance through the
yetrs of her existence. Time and times have
woved, juat an the people moved from the ancilent
spot shers the first ssttlers trod: snd as they
moved down the river to settle on Oyster foint
80 the river of time has come t0 the modern oity
and brought activity to this peninsula shere 3
Cherleston stends, her own dbest memorial of the past.

®gllen, "Heart of the Historic Socuth,” Natioml
Republie, XXI (Janusry 1934), p. 16,

4

M1l11ps, Life end Lsbor in The C1d Scuth, p. 63.
3

Lelding, Cherleston, Historic and Romantic, p. 285.
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