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This dissertation is a detailed study of Chickasaw 

removal, based on correspondence and other documents from 

the period 1794-1844. In addition to National Archives 

microfilm, information has been gathered from correspondence 

sent by the Office of Indian Affairs and miscellaneous 

Chickasaw records of the period, both collections located at 

the National Archives. Two general studies of the tribe, 

Arrell M. Gibson, The Chickasaws, 1971, and W. David Baird, 

The Chickasaw People, 1974 , have been completed in recent 

years, but neither treated the removal process in detail. 

A thorough investigation has been conducted into the 

communications between the Chickasaw Nation and the United 

States Department of War. An attempt was made to include 

the opinions expressed by Chickasaw leaders, American field 

personnel, and Department of War officials involved during 

this period. Thus, the major sources consulted include the 

letters of the Office of Indian Affairs which were either 

to, from, or about the Chickasaw. The exception to almost 

exclusive primary source research is found in Chapter One, 

which is an introduction to the "Beloved Warriors" and 

President George Washington's pledge for integrity of the 

Chickasaw homeland. 



Chapters Two, Three, Four, and Five treat the changes 

in Washington's policies by Presidents Jefferson, Madison, 

Monroe, John Quincy Adams, and Jackson. The first three 

chief executives negotiated treaties with the Chickasaw 

which resulted in the tribe's loss of most of their Kentucky-

Tennessee-Mississippi-Alabama homeland, and Adams and Jackson 

implemented programs leading to removal to Indian Territory. 

American economic problems of 1837, the Treaty of Doaksville, 

which transferred a district of the Western Choctaw Nation 

to the Chickasaw, and complications encountered by the 

United States in preparing for removal, are discussed in 

Chapter Six. 

Details of the actual removal appear in Chapters Seven 

and Eight and contain descriptions of life along the land 

route to the Southeastern Choctaw Nation and the steamboat 

path via the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers to the Choctaw 

Agency. In Chapters Nine and Ten, tribal reactions to 

difficult frontier conditions in the West are explored. 

Chapter Eleven concludes that the United States gained 

removal of the Chickasaw only after Jefferson reversed 

Washington's policy of guaranteeing the integrity of this 

Indian Nation. When the Van Buren Administration completed 

the forced migration, thus ending official removal of the 

major eastern tribes, the United States had also achieved 

the betrayal of the Beloved Warriors. 



PREFACE 

Details relative to the Indian removal may be found 

among many documents from the Jefferson-Jackson era. Rather 

than sample these sources, however, this writer had primarily 

used secondary accounts in his studies of the period. As 

the search for a suitable dissertation topic began, it was 

suggested that I consider looking into the removal of the 

Chickasaw Nation. The idea had serious appeal, and a perusal 

of Grant Foreman's Indian Removal and Arrell M. Gibson's The 

Chickasaws further indicated the need for a more detailed 

and analytical investigation of the primary materials, since 

such a project had not been completed. 

Today the people of the Chickasaw Nation exist in the 

land to which their ancestors were removed, and therefore 

they can easily be taken for granted by the uninformed. The 

struggles of the Chickasaw to maintain their tribal integrity 

have, however, been incredibly difficult, as the period 

covered by this dissertation demonstrates. While the 

United States Department of War removed them, members of the 

U.S. Army, employees of the Office of Indian Affairs, and 

Chickasaw tribesmen kept up a lively correspondence which 

eventually and fortunately resulted in a good accumulation 

of documents. Today these are located in the National 

Archives and the Library of Congress at Washington, D.C., 
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the Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and in the reels of 

the National Archives Microfilm Publications. The Library 

of Congress and the North Texas State University Library 

hold contemporary newspaper accounts of Chickasaw removal 

and its related problems. 

In addition to the dissertation director, Professor 

William P. Vaughn, I wish to thank Professor Arrell M. 

Gibson of the University of Oklahoma for encouraging this 

work. Governor Overton James, Lieutenant Governor Bill 

Anoatubby, and Information Director J.Y. Tomlinson, Jr., of 

the Chickasaw Nation also provided repeated inspiration, and 

Richard Crawford and Bob Fowler contributed invaluable 

assistance at the National Archives, as did the staff of the 

Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa and the staff of the North Texas 

State University library in Denton. Without the help of 

these persons, my family, and many unnamed friends, this 

study would not have been completed. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE UNCONQUERED 

Until soon after the United States won its independence 

from the British Empire, the Chickasaw tribe dominated a 

vast forest domain in the South-Central Mississippi river 

valley. With the big river as its western boundary, the 

Chickasaw country stretched from the Ohio river on the north, 

southward across Kentucky and Tennessee along the Tennessee 

river valley, along the Duck and Tombigbee rivers into 

Northwestern Alabama, and back across Northern Mississippi 

to the Mississippi river. South of the Chickasaw domain 

lived the kindred Choctaw, leaving Creek on the Southeast 

and Cherokee on the East and Northeast.1 

The Chickasaw believed that they and the Choctaw had 

migrated as one tribe into the lower Mississippi valley 

from some point in Western North America. The tribe split 

during the migration, the Chickasaw settling in the above-

mentioned country. Both tribes spoke the same language, 

a branch of the Muskhogean tongue, and practiced many similar 

customs.^ 

Meteorological records indicate that the section of the 

Mississippi valley in which the Chickasaw settled averages 

between fifty and fifty-five inches of precipitation each 



year and has a growing season suitable for cotton cultivation 

in its southern sectors and adequate for corn, hemp, or 

tobacco cultivation in the Northern areas. In the time 

that the Chickasaw dominated the country, however, the land 

remained mostly forested, with only subsistence gardens 

3 
cultivated in open places. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries a person 

could walk or ride a horse for days in Chickasaw country 

and seldom see open sky through the treetops of the heavy, 

primeval forest. Often the woods appeared to be one large 

park, the Chickasaw being accustomed to burning underbrush 

from their hunting grounds each autumn. In other parts an 

explorer could find vast swamps through which neither man 

nor horse could penetrate. The Chickasaw, then, lived in 

a country with excellent climate to support the cultivation 

of their primary staple crop, corn, and to provide heavy 

broadleaf and evergreen forests from which they could bag 

plenty of wild game to supplement their agricultural products 

lavishly. Wide and deep rivers such as the Mississippi, 

Ohio, Tennessee, and Tombigbee provided fish and avenues 

of communication for travel by boat throughout the country.4 

The supply of wild game was so great that hunters could 

select only what they wished to bag. Deer and buffalo 

were the major meat sources, but bear, valuable for its 

cooking fat, could also be acquired. The woods were 

also filled with a plentiful supply of wildcat, catamount, 



wolf, panther, beaver, wild turkey, and squirrel. Smaller 

forest animals and fowl thrived in seemingly inexhaustible 

supply.5 

Pre-European Chickasaw used their vast domain to support 

a comfortable life style. The economy provided all tribal 

members with the essentials for subsistence, and a more 

ambitious tribal member could barter accumulated surpluses 

with natives from outside the clan or tribe. Usually, 

however, males hunted and defended the tribe against enemies, 

while females cultivated crops, supervised laborers, and 

maintained homes. Such a life style allowed time for leisure 

in the rich land. In their leisure the Chickasaw especially 

enjoyed playing stick ball. Unfortunately, most Europeans 

who came to Chickasaw country, beginning in the sixteenth 

century, were incapable of appreciating the native skills 

for making life easy but rather chose to label tribal 

males as being indolent and prone to idleness.^ 

Although they had once located their principal villages 

in what is now Northwestern Alabama, the Chickasaw were 

living in a large rolling prairie located in present-day 

Northern Mississippi when the Europeans arrived. The natural 

open area, called "fields" by the whites, lay in a forest 

and was about three miles square. People lived in a continuous 

town, divided into seven villages. These were known as 

"Melatan," or hat and feather; "Chatetan," copper town; 

"Chickafalaya," long town; "Tuckahaw," weed town; "Hickaha," 



stand still; "Chuccalessa," great town; and "Ash-wic-boo-ma," 

or red grass. This settlement became known as the "Old 

Fields" to whites, and most of the tribe lived there until 
7 

removed. 

Chickasaw strength in national defense came in large 

part from their unity. They rallied together strongly from 

their central living area at Old Fields to defend themselves 

successfully against all invaders. This feat is even more 

impressive when one considers that they were the smallest 

of the five great southern or civilized tribes living in 

what would later be known as the United States. Their 

number is never thought to have been in excess of 6,000.8 

Government for the Chickasaw was that of the extended 

clan system. A principal chief, or Minko, ruled and came 

from the highest ranking clan. He had an adviser, or Tishu 

Minko, and a national council made up of representatives 

from all the tribal clans. The national council came 

together on the call of the high or principal Minko, after 

the advice of the Tishu Minko, at the national council 

house in Chukafalaya.^ 

In their Minko-council system, the Chickasaw also 

practiced a primitive form of socialism. All tribal land 

was held in common. Each town had its fields, and all its 

citizens worked together to raise food for a community food 

supply, which the town maintained for the tribe in case of 

emergency. The Chickasaw in earlier times took care of each 



other. Separate families also maintained their own gardens, 

and a more ambitious person could cultivate or hunt as 

much of the tribal country not in use as he desired. In 

effect, the Chickasaw lived successfully under what may be 

described as a free-enterprise, socialistic monarchy. 

The Chickasaw, also known as the "Beloved Warriors," 

experienced their first invasion by whites in 1540-41, when 

the Spaniard Hernando de Soto led his band of treasure 

hunters through the Southern Mississippi Valley. Although 

usually aggressive, these Spaniards could not conquer the 

Red Men of the Old Fields. After a brief period of getting 

acquainted, the Chickasaw chose to attack the intrenched 

Spanish and almost destroyed them. If the Choctaw had 

reinforced their kindred tribe, it is likely that de Soto's 

party would have perished instead of fleeing.^ 

Although the Chickasaw had some conflicts with the 

Choctaw before the advent of the whites, the rivalry between 

England and France for control of North America led to 

increased hostilities between the tribes. The Chickasaw 

pledged their allegiance to England, while the Choctaw 

supported the French. France maintained the colonies of 

New France in the North and Louisiana in the South, 

connected by the Mississippi river. Between these two 

northern French colonies and Louisiana existed the Chickasaw, 

allied with English interests and continually interfering 

with traffic on the Mississippi. The French simply did not 



have the freedom necessary to maintain adequate colonial 

communications because of the Chickasaw. Needless to say, 

the English appreciated their allies at Old Fields greatly. 

Sir Jeffery Amherst, victor over the French in the Great 

War for the Empire (French and Indian) and governor-general 

of British North America, said of them: "These brave Indians, 

our ancient allies and steady friends; irreconcilable enemies 

of the French. 

Ultimately the French invaded the Chickasaw domain four 

times, with no more success than de Soto had experienced. 

French efforts involved a superiority of firepower and 

manpower of usually three to one, including northern and/or 

southern Indian allies--all squandered in failures. The 

Chickasaw remained unconquered through it all and continued 

as the most powerful tribe in the North American Southeast. 

In so doing, they also greatly advanced British interests.13 

Following the Treaty of Paris of 1763, France ceded 

western Louisiana (and New Orleans) to Spain and, thus, the 

nature of international relations for the Chickasaw changed. 

As the French evacuated North America, most pro-French native 

tribes of the Southeastern Mississippi Valley allied with 

England, except for the Chickasaw, who did not need to 

change. But all Beloved Warriors were not completely pro-

British, for European colonial rivalries had taken their toll 

in the form of a breakdown in tribal unity. Some clan 



leaders had supported either French or Spanish interests in 

the past. The result was a division of national purpose. 

As the eighteenth century began to come to an end, the 

tribe came more and more under the influence of a Chickasaw-

Anglo mixed-blood element. In 1729 James Logan Colbert, a 

Scotsman, had been accepted into the tribe. He took three 

Chickasaw women as brides and fathered many children. His 

sons--William, George, Levi, Samuel, Joseph, and Pittman--

would. dominate the tribe for over a century. The elder 

Colbert started many changes in Chickasaw culture with his 

material wealth, including 150 black slaves. The Indian-

Anglo mixed-blood community led the movement for change in 

the tribe, and by 1800 had completely taken over the management 

of Chickasaw tribal affairs. Mixed-bloods demonstrated 

superior talent for accumulating property. In addition, in 

the early and middle 1700's, the tribe had absorbed a large 

number of Natchez Indians and smaller groups of Quinipissa, 

Taposa, Ibitoupa, and Chakchiuma.15 

Changes brought by the new tribal leadership were clearly 

reported by an Englishman, Adam Hodgson, on his journey 

through the Chickasaw country in 1819. He observed houses 

with long projecting shades on both the east and the west 

sides, under which families could sit in the shade in both 

morning and afternoon. Walls were hung with saddles, bridles, 

rifles, shot pouches, powder horns, and other consumer goods. 

Milk cows and black slaves were also much in evidence at all 



the houses of the richer half-breeds, some of whom were 

wealthy and held property in both the Chickasaw and Choctaw 

Nations. Clearly the inbreeding of Chickasaw and white blood 

developed a new type of people, who operated successfully, 

by European standards, within the native culture. This 

kind of native behavior was approved by many Americans in 

the early years of their independence and would earn for 

all Southeastern Indians the title of "civilized."16 

The cost of "civilization" brought new social strains, 

however, as the Beloved Warriors soon learned. Driven by 

European imperialistic wars to make alliances with smaller 

neighboring tribes and with the English, the Chickasaw found 

it expedient to adopt other Indians and Englishmen into the 

tribe because of a chronic shortage of males. Thus, by the 

end of the eighteenth century, this mingling of alien blood 

made it difficult to find a pure=blooded Chickasaw.1^ 

Changes of an economic nature began to effect Chickasaw 

culture in other ways toward the beginning of the nineteenth 

century. A scarcity of game on the eastern side of the 

Mississippi river caused Chickasaw, Cherokee, and Choctaw 

hunters to travel westward into the Arkansas country. Often 

these hunters inter-married with western tribes, and the 

Chickasaw blood spread to the western natives. The western 

hunting forays, nevertheless, had a more symbolic purpose: 

beaver skins were in demand at Pensacola and Mobile. By 

leaving their traditional hunting territory and encroaching 



on the lands of other tribes for saleable beaver pelts, the 

once self-sufficient and independent Chickasaw demonstrated 

that they had become dependent upon those countries which 

provided manufactured consumer goods.18 

The Beloved Warriors began to push further and further 

into the West. Mounted on their famous horses, they were 

awesome, even to the environmentally tough western peoples. 

Success, however, often came with great difficulty--sometimes 

only after bloody battles. For economic reasons, the 

Chickasaw and other southeastern tribes preceded the famous 

Anglo-American "Mountain Men" as the eastern hunters of 

western beaver pelts by several decades.19 

Among the European consumer goods for which the Chickasaw 

hunters toiled was distilled spirits--an intoxicant alien 

to the Beloved Warriors and anathema to their well-being. 

Many of the better warriors and hunters of the tribe were 

debauched by "demon rum." Chickasaw-Anglos usually did not 

fall victim to alcohol addiction and opted for a European 

life style. In many cases this group were able to establish 

cotton plantations, in the Colbert fashion, complete with 

black slaves. Such new techniques contrasted sharply with 

the plain small cabins of the full-bloods, surrounded by 

their small fields of corn, pumpkins, potatoes, and beans 

which, combined with "treasures of the forest," supplied 

their subsistence.^® 
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Social changes for the Chickasaw continued to intensify-

rapidly as the European competition for North America became 

more heated. Some of the native customs, however, such as 

gambling and betting between individuals or tribes appealed 

to the invaders as well as the people of Old Fields. The 

real changes came as a result of economic factors. The 

desire for gold and other materials of European civilization--

the consumer-oriented marketplace economy--upset the sub-

sistence-oriented and non-profane Chickasaw culture. 

Intoxicating liquors helped to make the changes and the 

changers unfathomable to the Beloved Warriors as they turned 

their attention from survival to consumption.^ 

Differences in life style could be clearly observed in 

Chickasaw youth. No longer did children, upon waking, plunge 

into water and swim in all seasons. No longer did they 

assemble on the river bank after swimming and at each sunset 

to listen to old men of the tribe teach ancestral manners, 

customs, and traditions--and the sacred duty of transmitting 

these lessons to posterity. Increasingly, only a few people 

held to the old traditions which white influence was under-

mining. By 1819 the only hope for recovering the old ways 

seemed, to many Chickasaw including powerful chief George 

Colbert, to exist in learning these customs again from less 

corrupted distant tribes west of the Mississippi river.^ 

The Beloved Warriors watched a phenomenal development 

in world affairs when the North American colonies of the 
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British Empire declared their independence in 1776. The 

natives had no quarrel with the British, rather they approved 

of the policies which King George III had followed toward 

them. Thus, while mother country and colonies fought, the 

? ̂  

Chickasaw remained neutral. 

Native neutrality proved to mean little to the desperate 

American whites in the first great modern struggle of an 

European colony for the right of self determination. In 

1780, Thomas jefferson, then governor of Virginia, ordered 

George Rogers Clark, recent conqueror of the British Northwest, 

to attack the British Southwest. Clark built a fort, named 

for Jefferson, in Chickasaw territory below the mouth of the 

Ohio river. The Americans planned to arm friendly northern 

natives from the fort and send them to probe for possible 

Chickasaw weaknesses prior to an all-out conquest of the tribe. 

Jefferson believed that destroying the Chickasaw would be 

the key to crushing a majority of British power in the 

Southwest.^ 

By April, 1780, Fort Jefferson held 100 soldiers, and 

settlers opened farms around it. Once the Chickasaw had 

ascertained that the Americans were contemplating a long-term 

operation, James Colbert led a force of Beloved Warriors to 

attack the fort and drove the settlers inside. A successful 

siege of about one year followed, and the Americans retreated 

from Fort Jefferson in June, 1781.^ 
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As of 1783, the Chickasaw were in a tenuous situation. 

The colonial rebels had won independence for the United 

States of America from the Empire. The "Americans" had been 

both friendly and hostile toward the Beloved Warriors. 

The cajoling Spaniards had once again replaced the British 

as rulers of Florida, which now stretched from Texas to the 

Atlantic Ocean along the northern rim of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Thus, Americans, Spaniards, and/or many unfriendly natives 

controlled the territories north and west of the Chickasaw, 

with only the partially-trusted Cherokee, Creek, and Choctaw 

to the east and south. Ringed with uncertainty and torn by 

rapid internal transition, the citizens of Old Fields awaited 

new developments. 

It was no surprise that Virginia, which claimed parts 

of Chickasaw territory, and from which had originated the 

only American military action against the tribe up to that 

time, made the first diplomatic gesture toward the Chickasaw. 

On 5 and 6 November 1783, representatives of Virginia met 

with Principal Chief Piomingo, the "Mountain Leader," and 

the Colberts, father and three sons, at the home of General 

James Robertson, near present-day Nashville, Tennessee. The 

Virginia-Chickasaw treaty which followed defined the eastern 

boundary of the Chickasaw Nation as the Cumberland-Tennessee 

river divide from the juncture of the Tennessee and Ohio 

rivers to the Duck river and up the latter to its source. 

The most influential Chickasaw leaders had not signed a 
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treaty with the United States, thus causing Spain to be at 

a disadvantage in any of its affairs with the Beloved Warriors.26 

Spanish influence, however, remained evident in the Old 

Fields country. Robertson and other North Carolinians, for 

example, hoped to establish a settlement for a trading post 

at Chickasaw Bluffs on the Mississippi river, site of present-

day Memphis, but fears of Spanish military attacks stopped 

the effort. Also, some strongly anti-American Chickasaw 

signed a treaty of peace with Spain at Mobile in June, 1784. 

This Spanish-Chickasaw treaty recognized the right of Spain 

to protect Chickasaw interests and granted Spain the exclusive 

right to supply consumer goods to the tribe through Panton, 

Leslie and Company. A struggle for trading rights with the 

Old Fields and other Chickasaw settlements was mounting, 

with some Chickasaw favoring each side.27 

The Spanish quickly built Fort Nogales (later Vicksburg) 

east of the Mississippi river near the mouth of the Yazoo 

on a tract of land which they had secured from the Chickasaw 

and Choctaw. From their new fort, the Spanish could monitor 

American movements in the entire Southeastern Mississippi 

Valley.28 

Spain claimed most of the territory around Fort Nogales 

under its treaties with France (1762) and Great Britain 

(1783). Thus, economic competition between the United States 

and Spain became territorial and necessarily diplomatic. 

Those most directly affected by such competition included 
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the Chickasaw, who helplessly watched the flow of European 

and American events.^9 

On 15 March 1785, the United States Confederation Congress 

passed a resolution providing for a commission to negotiate 

treaties with the Chickasaw and other Southern Indian Nations. 

Robertson, the founder of Nashville and trusted friend of 

Chickasaw chief Piomingo, influenced the Mountain Leader 

to journey to Hopewell on the Keowee river in South Carolina 

to negotiate with Americans Benjamin Hawkins, Andrew Pickens, 

7 0 
and Joseph Martin. 

The Treaty of Hopewell, resulting from the Keowee river 

conference on 10 January 1786, provided for peace between 

the Chickasaw and the United States, which also claimed the 

sole right for protection of the Beloved Warriors. The weak 

United States Government gave the natives the right of 

insisting that any white who might settle in Chickasaw country 

must submit to the laws of the native government. Ultimately, 

of greater significance in the Keowee meeting, was the 

agreement to a provision that the United States be allowed 

to reserve a circular tract, five miles in diameter, on the 

lower Muscle Shoals of the Tennessee river, for a trading 

site and the exclusive privilege of regulating trade in the 

Chickasaw Nation. In this manner did the United States 

begin its formal relationship with the Beloved Warriors by 

demanding and getting a land cession. The Chickasaw had 



15 

ceded five square miles of their territory at the request 

of the Americans.3^ 

With the ratification of the United States Constitution, 

a revised federal government began on a program aimed at 

establishing mutual respect and good relations with the 

Chickasaw. In 1972 President George Washington appointed 

Robertson as the American agent to the Beloved Warriors. 

Washington also directed James Blount, United States governor 

of the Southwest Territory (Tennessee) to assemble tribal 

leaders in Nashville for a conference aimed at stopping 

Spanish advances in the Southwest.32 

Washington's suspicions of the "Dons," as the Spanish 

were called, were well-founded. On 14 May 1792, the Spaniards 

concluded a treaty of friendship with the Chickasaw, Cherokee, 

Creek, and Choctaw at Fort Nogales. Only one segment of the 

Chickasaw were involved in this 1792 treaty, as had been 

the case in the Chickasaw treaty with that European country 

in 1784. Pro-American Beloved Warriors had followed their 

Mountain Leader in 1791 in a campaign of the United States 

against the Shawnee in the Northwest.33 

Three years later, in 1794, sixty Chickasaw aided 

American forces under General Anthony Wayne in his strategic 

victory over pro-British Indians at the battle of Fallen 

Timbers, near present-day Toledo, Ohio. Although some 

citizens of Cincinnati stoned their Chickasaw benefactors 

as the warriors headed home through that city's streets, a 
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grateful Washington gave Piomingo the United States Govern-

ment's written guarantee of the Chickasaw Nation's boundaries 

on 21 July 1794, as the chief had described them during 

the previously-mentioned converence at Nashville in 1792. 

In addition, the Americans began a policy of distributing 

goods annually to the Chickasaw in 1795. Ironically, the 

Beloved Warriors had aided the United States in its first 

great conquest of other Native Americans.34 

When John Adams became president of the United States 

in 1797, he followed Washington's policy of cultivating 

Chickasaw friendship. General James Wilkinson of the 

Southwestern Military District instructed Army Captain Isaac 

Guion, who was scouting Spanish activities in 1797, to meet 

the Chickasaw at the intersection of the Mississippi and 

Wolf rivers (Chickasaw Bluffs, now Memphis) and distribute 

goods to them. These goods included silver jewelry, black 

and white wampum, linen, calico, stroud, rifles, saddles, 

bridles, and blankets.3^ 

As the Americans feared, Guion reported finding that 

some of the Beloved Warriors were loyal to the Dons. While 

the friendly Piomingo and George Colbert gave the Americans 

permission to erect Fort Adams at Chickasaw Bluffs, Payamataha 

stalked disrespectfully with his followers through the camp. 

Guion suggested to Wilkinson that the Americans should bribe 

the hostile chief with a "few hundred dollars."36 
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Colbert's attitude on the American right to build Fort 

Adams showed the apparent feelings of the pro-American 

faction of his tribe. The French and Spanish, said Colbert, 

were people born on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. 

As they had been allowed to build forts previously at the 

site of Fort Adams, it would be extraordinary to deny the 

same privilege to Americans, who had been born on the same 

side of the ocean as the Chickasaw. Clearly, many pro-Colbert 

Chickasaw, at least, sensed a territorial kinship to Americans.^ 

By 1799 Winthrop Sargent, governor of the Mississippi 

Territory, was maintaining correspondence with Burd Grubb, 

an American physician residing in the Chickasaw Nation, and 

encouraged him to promote peace while remaining loyal to the 

United States. Sargent considered Grubb to be a loyal American 

who could not only assist Americans in the Chickasaw country 

but could also promote the interests of the United States. 

People and news were now passing along the Chickasaw trails 

from the Mississippi river to Tellico in Tennessee, on a 

route established in 1797 by Benjamin Hawkins, principal 

United States agent for the southwestern native tribes. 

Also in 1799, American agents were busy laying out a 

boundary line between the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations. 

The United States gave the centuries-old natural boundary 

an official European-style formality. In an obvious attempt 

to improve the American position with the Choctaw, Sargent 

considered giving them plows, hoes, and looms. The governor 
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expressed hope that the more traditional Choctaw culture would 

begin to progress toward civilization in the manner of the 

Chickasaw and Creek.39 

American requests from the Beloved Warriors increased 

with time. A mail route through the nation was proposed 

in early 1800. Sargent warned, however, that such an agreement 

would be difficult to negotiate because the Chickasaw would 

suspect that transient Americans might settle in their 

country. The governor instructed Grubb to use all his 

influence in getting Chickasaw agreement for the desired 

wagon-road mail route from Natchez to Knoxville. Americans 

wanted a route provided with forage posts for feeding and 

grazing horses and equipped with fords on all the major 

streams which had to be crossed. Sargent also reasoned that 

traders could provide a service to the natives along the 

route by selling consumer goods to them. If any violence 

resulted, the federal government would provide whatever 

means that would be necessary to discourage it.^® 

Gribb must have possessed "strong medicine" as both a 

physician and a diplomat, for the Treaty with the Chickasaw 

of 1801 came soon. On 24 October 1801, the Chickasaw granted 

the Americans the right to clear a road for a mail route 

through their country from Natchez to the Tennessee river, 

not to Knoxville as previously desired. Any route east of 

the Tennessee Valley would have to be negotiated with the 

Cherokee. The United States appropriated nothing for the 
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right-of-way except for $700 paid to the Chickasaw chiefs 

for travel-related expenses. In an attempt to protect their 

nation from an influx of undesirable outsiders, the Beloved 

Warriors did insist upon and received a commitment by the 

Americans to honor Washington's promise of 17 94. On paper, 

at least, the integrity of the Chickasaw Nation appeared 

secure. 

In the United States, meanwhile, a new "revolution" 

had occurred. The Republican Party had successfully elected 

Thomas Jefferson to the presidency. Jefferson would prove 

to have distinct ideas about American policy toward the 

Chickasaw which contrasted sharply with those established 

by Washington. As the new executive would demonstrate, the 

desires of American whites were changing at a rate much 

faster than were those of the Chickasaw. 
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CHAPTER II 

JEFFERSONIAN ADMINISTRATORS 

Living in country claimed by the Americans, the 

Chickasaw braced themselves as their nemesis, and that of 

the Federalist Party, Thomas Jefferson, assumed the presidency 

in 1801. As Washington's secretary of state, he had told 

the British in 1792 that the United States had the exclusive 

right of purchasing lands from the Indians whenever they 

should be willing to sell them. The Indians, nevertheless, 

had full, undivided, and independent sovereignty as long as 

they decided to keep it, Jefferson told Washington the next 

year. Being fully aware of his fellow-Virginian's opinions, 

Washington had then guaranteed the Chickasaw national 

boundaries in his statement to the tribe in 1794. 

Perhaps Chickasaw leaders feared the new president's 

philosophy toward Indian lands when they insisted upon and 

received a new guarantee of their boundaries in the Treaty 

of 1801. At any rate, Jefferson committed himself further 

in 1802 by declaring his position toward the people of Old 

Fields. He said in part: 

From the Yazoo to the Ohio is the property of the 
Chickasaw, a tribe the most friendly to us, and at 
the same time the most adverse to the diminition 
of their lands. The portion of their territory, 
of first importance to us, would be the slip ' 

23 
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between the Mississippi on the west and on the east 
the Yazoo and the ridge dividing the waters of the 
Mississippi and Tennessee . . . . 2 

In terms of modern geography, the president referred 

to all of Northwestern Mississippi, Western Tennessee, and 

the tip of Western Kentucky. Jefferson's "slip" of land, 

if given up by the Beloved Warriors, would have denied them 

access to the hunting country west of the Mississippi river 

and tightened the noose of hostility around them. The 

tribe could not be expected to cooperate easily in such 

an arrangement. 

Jefferson especially wanted the eastern bank of the 

Mississippi river, after learning that the French under 

Napoleon were planning to reoccupy Louisiana. Possession 

of the Chickasaw "slip" by Americans had almost become a 

crisis issue in national defense.^ The president understood 

that his goal would be difficult to accomplish, but he knew 

that the Chickasaw were developing into a consumption-oriented 

culture. He therefore devised a policy which would exploit 

tribal consumption for the benefit of the United States. 

His new policy relied upon the contract principle, which he 

described as: 

The method by which we may advance towards our object 
will be, to establish among them a factory or factories 
or furnishing them with all necessaries and comforts 

they may wish (spiritous liquors excepted), and encourag-
lng these, and especially their leading men, to run 
in debt beyond their individual means of paving* and 
whenever in that situation, they will always cede land 
to rid themselves of debt. A factory about the 
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Chickasaw Bluffs would be tolerably central 
We should continue to increase and nourish their 
friendship and confidence by every act of justice and 
of favor which we can possibly render them. What we 
do in favor of other Indians should not constitute 
any measure of what we do for these, our views as to 
these being much more important. This tribe is very 
poor, and they want necessaries with which we abound. 
We want lands with which they abound, and these 
natural wants seem to offer fair ground for mutual 
supply.4 

Having experienced failure in his previous attempts to 

defeat the Chickasaw militarily during the American Revolution, 

the president changed the nature of his territorial struggle 

with them. By abandoning the highly visible techniques of 

"hot war," he resorted to an economic "Cold war" of credit 

contracts redeemable in land cessions and concealed his 

objectives behind a facade of American friendship and favors 

toward the tribe. The Chickasaw were given the mesmerising 

status of "most favored" of all natives, probably because 

their country was "most desired" by Jefferson. The Beloved 

Warriors, as landed adversaries in the president's plan, 

naturally received no forewarning of his renewed entreaties. 

In the summer of 1802, Secretary of War Henry Dearborn, 

administrator of Indian affairs, developed plans with Governor 

William C.C. Claiborne of Mississippi Territory for opening 

a trading post at the Chickasaw Bluffs. The governor, under 

pressure from Tennessee Judge John McNairy, who was influential 

in helping Andrew Jackson establish his legal practice in 

Tennessee, also removed James Robertson as United States 

Chickasaw agent. This removal in turn caused removal of 
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the tribe's good friend, Bennett Searcy, as agency clerk. 

Samuel Mitchell became the new Chickasaw agent and initiated 

the practice of being a resident within the native nation. 

Claiborne instructed his new agent to suggest to the people 

at Old Fields that a trading house might be opened at the 

Chickasaw Bluffs late in 1802. Of great importance, was 

the continued Chickasaw progress toward "civilization" and 

cultivation of the respect of the tribal leaders, especially 

the Colberts.^ 

In October the trading house began operations, and 

Claiborne instructed Mitchell to work as hard as possible to 

get Chickasaw men to make the transition to agriculture and 

tribal females to pursue household activities. Certainly 

Chickasaw women had not previously been undomestic, but the 

governor pushed for white-oriented tasks—spinning yarn and 

weaving cloth, for example. With women out of the fields 

and in their homes, tribal males could then replace them in 

agriculture. The governor also wanted young Chickasaw 

males to learn the skill of making wheels. Thus, the 

Jeffersonians were attempting to restructure Chickasaw culture 

by introducing American cultural behavior. Women could 

change from agriculture to household chores and men would 

then hopefully move from hunting and warfare to farming. 

Later, with much less tribal requirements for vast hunting 

grounds, the Americans could more easily acquire excess 

Chickasaw territory. Tribal leaders such as George Colbert 
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might even receive added incentives, such as having their 

sons educated in the United States.6 

In line with Jefferson's policies, the trading house 

at the Chickasaw Bluffs proposed to meet all the Beloved 

Warriors' needs at prices lower than those offered by 

private traders. For example, the Americans claimed to 

sell metal tools and iron to the tribe at cost. Claiborne 

then advised his Chickasaw agent that the old Federalist-

sponsored Indian Intercourse Act could be reinterpreted 

so that the Chickasaw could sell their famous horses--thus 

stimulating the burgeoning marketplace economy--to customers 

outside the tribe.7 

Early in 1803 the president told Tennessee lawyer Andrew 

Jackson that two basic reasons for keeping agents among the 

Indians were to maintain peace and acquire more of their 

lands by converting them to agriculture. The extensive 

Chickasaw forests, spreading along the river bottomlands, 

and virtually unused by the new agriculturalists, could then 

be purchased. Besides, the Beloved Warriors, who had willingly 

become recipients of American annuities in 1795, had committed 

themselves to cooperate in federal programs.^ 

After the purchase of Louisiana from Napoleon in 1803, 

Jefferson moved even closer to his objectives with the 

Chickasaw Nation in 1804, when he signed an act authorizing 

the exchange of Indian lands east of the Mississippi river 

for American-owned lands west of the river. The new law 
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required any native tribe moving from the East to the West 

to swear allegience to the United States. With east credit, 

annuities, and favored tribal status, however, many of the 

market-oriented Beloved Warriors were in conflict with the 

president's new land trading law and were growing less 

interested in the West.9 

On 23 July 1805, Jefferson began to reap the harvest 

of his Chickasaw policy. On that date his commissioners, 

former agent Robertson and Silas Dinsmoor, agent to the 

Choctaw, purchased a large tract of land for the United 

States in the Northeastern Chickasaw Nation. Article I of 

the Chickasaw Treaty of 1805 opened with this statement: 

Whereas the Chickasaw nation of Indians have been for some 

time embarrassed by heavy debts due to their merchants and 

traders, and being destitute of funds to effect important 

improvements in their country . . . .» True to the president's 

predictions, easy credit and friendship had won the United 

States the title to a valuable tract of land comprising the 

right side of the Tennessee river valley from the Ohio river 

to the Natchez Trace. 

For $20,000, to be applied to tribal debts, and $1,000 

m "presents" to Chiefs George Colbert and Tisshumastubbe, 

the Beloved Warriors had sold a large block of prime Tennessee 

farm land. There could be little doubt about the Republican 

leader's ability to purchase native lands. To obligate the 
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Chickasaw a bit more, the tribal annuity increased in 1806 

from $3,000 to $3,100.11 

In December 1805 Jefferson reported his successes to 

Congress along with a positive statement that the natives 

were converting successfully to agriculture and, from time 

to time, disposing of parts of their surplus and unusable 

lands. The president neglected to tell the solons that he 

had in that same year suggested to the Chickasaw that they 

remove to new lands west of the Mississippi. The tribe, of 

course, declined his offer.12 

Meanwhile, those Chickasaw hunters who still preferred 

to pursue the western life style, mostly full-bloods, were 

encountering increased opposition to their activities. 

Organizing with the Quapaw, an Arkansas Territory tribe, 

Choctaw, and Shawnee, the Chickasaw contributed warriors 

to a party of 800 which set out unsuccessfully in 1805 to 

destroy the Arkansas Osage and gain possession of their lands 

The Osage had raided and plundered all the hunters and 

traders on the Arkansas river in late 1804. The next autumn 

Chickasaw Chief John Homo reported to Americans that a party 

of Kousati (a Muskogean tribe) had robbed him and his hunters 

of 160 deer skins and two horses when they had hunted high 

up on the Red river. These incidents demonstrated the 

intensity of competition for western furs--the Kousati 

(Coushatta), some now living in East Texas, came from the 

same general area as had the Chickasaw. While certain 
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Americans maneuvered to take the lands of eastern natives, 

some of those natives followed the same approach toward the 

lands of western natives.13 

Competition and killing soon became so common with the 

eastern tribes in the West that new laws were required to 

deal with the problem. Finally, the Western Chickasaw, 

Cherokee, and Choctaw met at the Eastern Chickasaw council 

house in 1812 and agreed that if a murder were committed by 

a citizen of one tribe against a citizen of another, only 

the guilty person, and not any innocent member of the 

offending tribe, would be subject to the law of blood 

revenge. Since this meeting occurred east of the Mississippi 

at the Chickasaw council house, a central location for the 

three tribes, it is apparent that the eastern tribal members 

understood the Arkansas and Red river country geographically as 

well as culturally.^ 

As American whites began undermining Chickasaw customs, 

they quickly introduced religious missionaries. Around the 

turn of the nineteenth century, Christian teachers started 

a determined program to eliminate competition with the native 

god. As they had with the Anglo economy, the Beloved Warriors 

soon subscribed to the Protestant Bible and Jusus Christ. 

In 1802 Claiborne told Dearborn that the progress of 

civilization among the Chickasaw, Cherokee, and Upper Creek 

caused him to hope that Mississippi Territory natives would 

ultimately be rescued from barbarism.15 
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On the heels of missionaries, however, arrived less 

high-minded agents. By 1807 American settlers were flocking 

to Chickasaw lands north of the Tennessee river in the present 

state of Alabama. Tribal leaders complained, but the United 

States did nothing. In desperation the mingos warned that 

native forces would remove the aliens and burn their buildings, 

and m an almost reflex action, Dearborn had 201 American 

families removed from Chickasaw lands. The tribe still 

retained the military respect of Revolutionary War days. 

Now, however, Americans in Mississippi Territory had reason 

to consider the people of Old Fields as enemies, since the 

natives had threatened violence against w h i t e s . 1 6 

Trouble continued to visit the Chickasaw from diverse 

sources in the early nineteenth century--in addition to the 

already mentioned Osage in the West. Now, the leader of the 

sometimes-allied Shawnee of the North, Tecumseh, visited 

the Old Fields in 1811 with a party of thirty warriors. In 

a meeting with George Colbert, the sagacious Shawnee attempted 

to win Chickasaw support for a general Indian war against 

the Americans. Colbert, friendly to Americans, refused to 

back the British-backed plans of Tecumseh. Some of the 

Beloved Warriors who listened to the northern war talk had 

actually fought under General Anthony Wayne against the 

Shawnee and British in earlier times.17 

When Tecumseh visited the Creek Nation, however, he won 

some support for his plans. Late in 1812, a party from that 
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southern tribe journeyed to Canada to participate in a 

native massacre or whites. As they returned home, they 

killed some Americans near the mouth of the Ohio river. The 

Chickasaw, not wishing to receive blame for the incident, 

demanded that the Creek punish their offenders. The Creek 

complied, but the Red Stick faction took issue, and war 

erupted between the upper and lower factions of the tribe.18 

In June, 1812, upon request of President James Madison, 

Congress declared war upon Great Britain. American armies 

began to move along the highway to Natchez. The Chickasaw 

treated these soldiers with kindness and respect. More 

active support came for the American cause in 1813, when 

the Beloved Warriors declared their support for the United 

States in any war against the Lower Creek. The Beloved 

Warriors fought with the United States Army in the Creek 

War. When General Jackson annihilated the Red Sticks at 

the Battle Horseshoe Bend on 27 March 1814, the Chickasaw 

fought for him. William Colbert ranked especially high in 

Sharp Knife's (as the natives called Jackson) opinion, and 

the general gave him an American-style military coat as a 

reward for services rendered against the Creek. After the 

war, in 1815, Jackson marched his victorious army through 

Chickasaw country, along the Natchez Trace, to Nashville.1® 

The Creek War and resulting Treaty of Fort Jackson 

caused Sharp Knife to view all the southeastern natives with 

skeptical eyes. He would soon pursue the Jeffersonian policy 
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of purchasing not only Creek land but all the tribal lands 

that he possibly could in the Southeast. For their own 

good, Jackson claimed, natives could not live next to Americans 

Working under Presidents Madison and Monroe, he would almost 

fulfill Jefferson's dream of 1802 regarding the acquisition 

of Chickasaw land. After 1818 it only remained for the 

Americans to force the Beloved Warriors from the Old Fields 

into Arkansas Territory to redeem Jefferson's 1803 vision of 

an asylum for them in the West and his 1805 proposition for 

their re-removal to the West.20 

The Treaty of Fort Jackson with the Creek had, however, 

come at the end of a war. The Chickasaw, being loyal 

allies, could not realistically be coerced into signing 

such a treaty. American negotiators therefore assumed a 

technique with the tribe of searching for vulnerabilities 

which could be exploited repeatedly. The Americans had 

noticed, for example, that the mixed-blood chief, George 

Colbert, had received full negotiating powers for the tribe 

in the discussions pursuant to the Treaty of 1801. This 

knowledge allowed American officials to concentrate on Colbert 

and other mixed-blood chiefs and really took the destiny of 

the tribe out of the hands of most of the full-bloods. 

Colbert, it should be remembered, believed it would be in 

the Beloved Warriors' best interests to remove to the West as 

a means of escaping the demoralizing and profane influences 

of the Americans. 
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Early in 1815 President Madison appointed William 

Cocke, a southwesterner in excess of seventy-five years of 

age and rugged veteran of the recent War of 1812, as the 

United States agent in the Chickasaw Nation. Cocke reported 

to Secretary of War William H. Crawford in October that the 

Chickasaw men and imprudent American whites often drank 

alcohol and behaved outrageously in all parts of the Indian 

nation. He appealed for the authority and assistance to 

halt the transportation of alcohol on the Natchez Trace. 

The new agent suggested to Crawford that a company of U.S. Army 

regulars could serve as policy and perform maintenance 

duties along the highway during peacetime.22 

In addition, Cocke reported that many Chickasaw resented 

having not been paid their promised wages for fighting the 

Red Sticks in 1814. Agent Samuel Mitchell had recruited the 

Beloved Warriors in 1813 but had died before submitting pay 

vouchers for their mercenary services. Cocke also requested: 

two or three more blacksmiths to help the tribe in its rapidly 

expanding agrarianism; payment of tribal annuities in the 

form of farm implements; and a schoolmaster. The Madison 

administration had obviously not fulfilled Republican aims 

of providing the most-favored of native tribes with exceptional 

goods and services.2^ 

Greater problems developed for the people of Old Fields 

in April 1816 when eight citizens of Tennessee complained 

to the president about tribal ownership of the western section 
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°f t h e i r state. They requested that Madison negotiate a 

treaty with the Chickasaw by which the tribe would sell 

to Tennessee its claims between the Tennessee and Mississippi 

rivers, for the wild game, according to the Americans, was 

now gone from the area. Jefferson's land grabbing schemes 

appeared successful as agricultural development opened former 

Chickasaw hunting lands for settlement by whites.24 

In June Madison appointed Jackson, Jesse Franklin of 

North Carolina, and David Meriwether of Georgia as commissioners 

to hold treaties with the Chickasaw for the adjustment of 

the dividing line between the United States and the Creek 

Nation in light of the Treaty of Fort Jackson. Crawford 

later told the negotiators that they might purchase title to 

any country in dispute, that the United States should offer 

increased annuities, and, because of its strength, it should 

not threaten force.^5 

Americans especially desired undisputed navigation rights 

up to Cotton Gin Port on the Tombigbee river, the highest 

point of unobstructed navigation on that river and shipping 

center of the growing plantation-based Chickasaw cotton 

industry. Crawford added that later negotiations with the 

Choctaw would hopefully open the lower portion of the river, 

which emptied into the Gulf at Mobile, to the United States. 

The Americans also desired the lands lying west of the 

Chickasaw Old Fields and any of the land lying within the great 

bend of the Tennessee river. This latter land could also be 
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described as the western tip of the present state of 

Kentucky. 

Crawford admitted to his negotiators that their demands 

for Chickasaw lands were exorbitant. For that reason, 

Madison directed that an alternative to a Chickasaw land 

sale m Western Kentucky be proposed, especially since 

the congressmen from that state had requested such a purchase. 

Kentucky would raise the appropriations for the latter deal. 

White negotiators were to promise that cooperative cessions 

by the Beloved Warriors would result in added efforts by 

the United States to help the tribe in its goal of achieving 

the honorable character of American c i t i z e n s . T h e 

Madison Administration planned to pay the Chickasaw for any 

cessions with progressively decreasing annuities, in cash 

or kind, up to a maximum of fifty years, when Americans 

assumed the natives would be civilized and no longer in 

need of outside financial support. The secretary of state 

added that presents (bribes) could be used as needed to 

effect a favorable settlement for the United States.27 

Meanwhile, the Chickasaw had sent a deputation to 

Washington, D.C., demanding the replacement of Cocke as 

agent. Crawford instructed his negotiators to investigate 

Cocke's record. Cooperation would facilitate smoother 

dealing for future cessions. By early summer the Americans 

had changed their strategy to the degree that their second-most 

desired cession became the Chickasaw claims in the great bend 
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of the Tennessee river. Crawford instructed Jackson, also 

military commander of the Southwest at that time, not to 

remove any settlers from that area, thus making the land 

less desirable to the tribe, in flagrant violation of the 

Treaty of 1805. The Beloved Warriors then no longer had any 

reason to believe the Jeffersonian representatives. Things 

had surely changed since that July day at Philadelphia in 

1794 when the Great White Father, Washington, had expressed 

love for Piomingo, his chiefs, and the Chickasaw.28 

Jackson acted quickly for Madison by suggesting a 

conference with the Chickasaw. James Colbert, official 

interpreter for the tribe, informed the general that the 

Chickasaw knew what the Americans wanted and that the Chickasaw 

chiefs had already said that they had no more land to sell 

or trade. The leaders, nevertheless, agreed to talk with 

Sharp Knife (Jackson) anyway, providing that he would meet 

with them m the center of their nation, since tribal warriors 

no longer trusted them. The entire tribe wished to learn 

why their annuities had been withheld. One Henry Sherburne 

had recently arrived at Old Fields, claiming to be a new 

federal agent to replace Cocke, but he carried neither the 

promised annuities nor supplies.29 

Any money problems which the tribal chiefs were experiencing 

were soon to lessen. George Graham, chief clerk of the War 

Department, advised Jackson in early August that American 

commissioners could draw whatever sums were necessary for 
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presents from the War Department's account. Chickasaw 

chiefs would soon have to choose between either being bribed 

for a cession of land by the United States or turning down 

bribes and retaining tribal territory, at least until the 

Americans could devise new ways to gain control of the land 

falling within the nebulous boundaries described in the 

Treaty of Fort Jackson. On 12 September 1816, Crawford 

reminded Jackson, Meriwether, and Franklin to pursue Jefferson's 

principles in arranging for a sale or exchange of lands, even 

though the Chickasaw had already indicated that they had 

no more land to cede to Americans. Every Beloved Warrior 

insisted upon talking with the commissioners personally when 

the conference began at Old Fields. Since the chiefs 

seemed to have lost confidence with the tribal masses, the 

whole day of 6 September had been passed with the leaders 

trying to impress their rank-and-file rather than promote 

land sales to the United States, as the three commissioners 

had hoped. The warriors kept insisting that the veracity of 

Washington's guarantee of 1794 be upheld, and they claimed 

that it was the duty of the Americans to recognize the Chickasaw 

title over any claims which the United States might have 

extracted to lands around the Tombigbee river in the Treaty 

of Fort Jackson with the Creek.30 

Shock and disbelief came to the Chickasaw on September 16 

when the Cherokee chiefs and interpreters, after receiving 

presents, gave up their claim to lands south of the Tennessee 
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river. Then, "The Factor," a principal Chickasaw chief, 

died, confusing the entire tribe. The Beloved Warriors 

pleaded for time to deliberate, but the Americans pressed 

hard by offering presents to the chiefs--$4,500--provided 

a cession would be made. On 20 September the tribal leaders 

signed the Treaty of 1816. This document ceded to the 

United States all rights to their lands on the north side of 

the Tennessee river, and they gave up all claims to any 

land south of the river and east of a line beginning at the 

mouth of Caney creek and up that creek to its source. Then 

the line turned due south to Gaines road, followed that 

road to Cotton Gin Port on the Tombigbee river and went 

down the west bank of the river to the boundary of the 

Choctaw Nation. 

In payment for this cession of land, the Chickasaw 

received $12,000 in annuities for each of ten successive 

years. The Americans also agreed to pay the powerful Levi 

Colbert $4,500 within sixty days after ratification of the 

treaty, as compensation for improvements any Chickasaw might 

have made on lands ceded--$2,000 for improvements east of 

the Tombigbee river and $2,500 for improvements north of 

the Tennessee river. George Colbert was able to keep his 

ferry across the Tennessee river and also retained his land 

north of the river. Appassan Tubby still held his two 

square miles north of the Tennessee river, and John McLesh 

retained his one square mile settlement north of Buffalo creek, 
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also north of the river. Finally, Levi Colbert reserved 

the right to designate two forty acre tracts, one south 

of the Tennessee river and one on the Tombigbee river, about 

two and a half miles below Cotton Gin Port, for the use 

of the Colbert family. Outside of the previously-mentioned 

$4,500 bribe of numerous chiefs, the Beloved Warriors got 

little else for their choice land. The merchant element of 

the tribe did get an agreement in Article VII which forbade 

the issuing of any new trade licenses within the nation. 

Any violation of this trade law would result in the violator 

having his goods confiscated and divided between the 

Chickasaw and the United States.32 

While the Americans successfully followed the Jeffersonian 

policy of buying Chickasaw land, the tribe, as always, 

continued to be divided in its policy toward the United 

States. Cocke reported to Crawford two days after the 

conclusion of the Treaty of 1816 that the full-blood chief, 

Tishomingo, and the mixed-blood military leader and interpreter, 

James Colbert, were antagonistic towards American policy. The 

previous year, when Cocke distributed annuities, he stated 

that Tishomingo and some followers had commandeered all of 

the beef which the agent provided for the tribe. The chief 

reportedly answered Cocke's complaints by saying that 

Chickasaw would do what they pleased.33 

The agent later complained further that Tishomingo's 

people took more than their share of the annuity by going 
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through the pay line more than once. Then, about the first 

of January, 1816, Cocke said that a party of the Chickasaw 

broke into a United States storehouse at Chickasaw Bluffs 

(later Memphis) and took numerous furs which were stored 

there. The agent asked tribal chiefs to have the missing 

pelts returned. According to Cocke, Tishomingo then replied 

that the culprits had left the nation, a response which 

the agent considered a lie. The American charged further 

that followers of the full-blood chief were stealing horses 

from travelers on the "Columbian highway," (Natchez Trace) 

where it crossed the Chickasaw Nation. ̂ 4 

Tishomingo had sided with James and William Colbert 

in demanding that American traders be forced out of their 

nation. When Cocke replied that only the United States 

Congress could perform such an act, the chief suggested 

that he might take the traders' goods. Cocke admitted 

that he had earlier requested that Chickasaw thieves be 

branded, and he stated that Tishomingo then suggested that 

perhaps the agent would like to brand a chief for taking 

illegal trade goods. Cocke claimed to have replied heatedly 

that violence resulting in Chickasaw and American deaths 

would come if the chief did not control his young men. The 

agent then forcibly took nine horses from Tishomingo's 

people.35 

The chief and the agent, both aged and motivated by 

the respective ideals, were clearly at the point of hostilities 
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when the treaty came in 1816. It is interesting that the 

treaty granted presents of $150 to Tishomingo and $100 to 

James Colbert. Also, William Colbert received $100 per year 

for the remainder of his life. In addition, in Article VII, 

the treaty did forbid Cocke or any other United States agent 

from granting any further trading licenses to whites in the 

Chickasaw Nation. Although all of the Chickasaw leaders 

had requested Article VII, the influence of Tishomingo and 

James and William Colbert is obvious --American profiteering 

in what was left of the Chickasaw Nation was to be eliminated.36 

Annual income for the Chickasaw increased from $3,100 

to $15,100 after 1816 and would remain at that level for at 

least ten years. There was, as experience had demonstrated, 

no guarantee that the Americans would honor their agreement 

to the tribe on paying annuities on time, especially if the 

Americans wished to extract another treaty from the people 

of Old Fields. The United States had removed the Beloved 

Warriors from almost one-third of the original tribal domain 

after the Treaty of 1816, but the Americans wanted more. 

Both the Madison and Monroe administrations approved the 

withholding of annuities for 1817 and 1818, hoping that the 

Chickasaw would more eagerly cede additional land in the 

treaty to be negotiated in the latter year.^^ 

James Monroe, the third consecutive Republican president 

(1817-1825) from Virginia, followed Madison's example of 

trying to keep natives from controlling more land that they 
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could cultivate, while at the same time teaching them 

agricultural skills. Monroe's secretary of war, John C. 

Calhoun of South Carolina, sent Jackson and Issac Shelby, 

former governor of Kentucky, to negotiate with the tribe in 

October 1818 for the remainder of their land holdings in 

Kentucky and Tennessee. Jackson told the Beloved Warriors 

that the Americans would take the land anyway, so it was 

in the tribe's best interest to sell. Tribal leaders proved 

difficult, however, until more presents brought their consent 

to a treaty on 19 October.38 

The Americans, as in 1801, 1805, and 1816, had resorted 

to their usual practice of giving presents to the Chickasaw 

leaders, who then consented to a treaty. The Treaty with 

the Chickasaw of 1818 gave the United States clear titles to 

the "toe" of Western Kentucky and the western one-third of 

Tennessee. In return the Americans gave the Beloved Warriors, 

besides their presents, $20,000 per year for fifteen 

consecutive years, $2,000 to pay mercenary David Smith of 

Kentucky, who in 1795 had leased his military unit to the 

Chickasaw in a battle with the Creek, and $1,115 to cover 

other debts. The tribe also reserved a four-mile square of 

land, containing a salt lick and/or springs, on the Sandy 

river m Tennessee. Leaders Levi Colbert and James Brown 

assumed tribal co-leadership of the salt for the tribe, 

along with co-ownership of the timber rights for themselves, 

providing they leased it to Americans. Chief Appassan 
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Tubby sold his Tennessee farm to the United States for $500, 

the Americans paid John Lewis $20.00 for a saddle he lost 

while working for the United States, and interpreter James 

Colbert received the $1,816 which he had lost the previous 

June in Baltimore.39 

Monroe and Calhoun had obviously changed the technique 

of Jeffersonian land contracting. For the first time in 

their relationship, the United States threatened the Chickasaw 

by stating in Article II of the 1818 Treaty that the treaty 

brought the tribe the peace and friendship of the United 

States. Previous treaties between the two participants had 

not made peace and friendship rewards to the natives for 

selling their land. The penalty for no treaty was clearly 

implied.^ 

The Jeffersonian presidents from Virginia had practiced 

a kind of double-option peace contract with the Beloved 

Warriors: (1) sell land in specified blocks, the only 

option acceptable to the tribe, or (2) trade lands east of 

the Mississippi river for lands in the Louisiana Purchase. 

After the Missouri Compromise of 1820, the Slaveholding 

Chickasaw could only trade for lands in Arkansas Territory 

because of the permanent prohibition of slavery north of 

36°30' 
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CHAPTER III 

EVIL DAYS 

The 1820's brought the Chickasaw increasing difficulties 

with the Americans, heralded by the arrival of a new United 

States agent, Benjamin F. Smith, and this produced further 

their disintegration as an independent society. Although 

the tribe would maintain possession of its remaining lands in 

the East, its leaders would realize, as never before, that 

a mass migration to the West was imminent. Indian moods 

m the period would alternate between frustration, anger, 

despair, and hope. 

In the autumn and winter of 1820, Englishman Adam 

Hodgson assessed the Chickasaw and other native tribes by 

observing that "the minds of civilized people must revolt 

at the idea of intermarrying with them." Apparently the 

Americans with whom Hodgson had visited influenced his 

assessment that Jeffersonian Republican civilization programs 

for natives had been unsuccessful. The Briton also believed 

that female Chickasaw children should receive more civilizing 

education, and they, in turn, would then civilize their own 

children. His portentous assessment came after he found the 

Americans unwilling to integrate culturally with the natives 

of Old Fields . ̂  
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Chickasaw leaders understood the tribe's weaknesses. 

Meeting in council, they made plans to apply the entire 

annuity of 1821, and $3,000 per year after that, toward 

providing an improved education program for the tribe. 

Secretary of War John C. Calhoun asserted that such an 

action would result in Chickasaw happiness and prosperity, 

and Congress indicated its approval by appropriating $10,000 

per year in 1824 to support the tribe's education. Late 

m that year, however, Calhoun ominously warned a delegation 

of Chickasaw leaders in Washington, D.C., that the tribe 

would be unable to retain its lands unless its life style 

changed "from the savage, to the civilized state." White 

manners and customs would have to be learned well by Chickasaw 

children. He claimed that the tribal leaders had shown 

wisdom in agreeing with his views.^ 

Tribal chiefs announced at the time that they were 

somewhat puzzled by the behavior of many whites. It had 

been many years since whites had crossed the "big waters," 

observed the Chickasaw leaders, and still great numbers of 

Americans had not become civilized themselves. To the 

natives, the "savage" ways of both Chickasaw and some 

whites should be tolerated by civilized Americans until the 

desired changes could be made. The tribal leaders suggested 

that if the president could not guarantee their land, they 

would remain savage. If the government tolerated white savages, 

the Chickasaw should also be allowed to remain savage.3 
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Thomas C. Stuart and Willian H. Barr, as heads of the 

two schools in Chickasaw country, pleased the natives and 

gained tribal confidence. Tribal leaders suggested to 

Calhoun that Stuart be placed in charge of all their schools, 

under the general supervision of Smith. The agent, whose 

status with the natives would soon deteriorate, received 

the approbation of the chiefs as a friend, but Barr opposed 

him for excluding the Bible from schools and introducing 

writings by freethinkers such as Paine, Voltaire, Hume, and 

Gibbon.^ 

In 1824 the great problem for the Chickasaw continued 

to be the same one they had always experienced in their 

dealings with the United States—holding on to tribal lands. 

They appealed to Calhoun to honor President Washington's 

pledge of 1794, adding that they had stocked their country 

with cattle and were plowing fields in the manner of whites. 

Politicians in the recently-admitted states of Mississippi 

(1817) and Alabama (1819) had caused the tribe to suspect 

that new attempts would be made by the president to purchase 

their country. Calhoun, however, denied that Alabama had 

any design on Chickasaw lands. He then agreed, however, 

that Mississippi wanted to purchase the parts of the nation 

around Monroe County, which lay along the southeastern boundary 

of Chickasaw country. The secretary of war claimed that no 

Beloved Warriors lived around Monroe County, but tribal leaders 
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assured him that if the whites moved any closer to that 

area, intrusion problems would result.^ 

American intruders had been major suppliers of alcohol 

for those Chickasaw who desired it, even though outsiders 

were usually excluded from residence. Of greater significance 

were the slave overseers, whom tribal leaders allowed to 

reside permanently in the nation and who refused to abide by 

Indian laws. These whites insisted that American law allowed 

the possession and sale of alcoholic beverages, and they 

persisted in supplying the natives with distilled spirits.6 

The Chickasaw brought some white traders into their 

nation through another means. Their income increased through 

industry and annuities, and the Indians went into the United 

States to trade, often incurring debts. This situation gave 

white debt collectors a valid reason to intrude for recovery 

of debts. Head Indian officer Thomas L. McKenney confessed 

m 1824 that he could only suggest that the natives abstain 

from trading outside their nation if they wished to eliminate 

the annoying debt collectors. In 1825, however, Smith reported 

that several intruders were in the Chickasaw nation. The 

agent asked the Office of Indian Affairs for instructions 

on how to remove them. Word came quickly from McKenney--the 

agent should order intruders to leave the nation. If the 

whites refused to cooperate, then Smith should take whatever 

actions were necessary to regulate trade and intercourse with 

the natives, while preserving peace on the frontier.7 
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While white intruders and liquor were causing problems, 

the Chickasaw had powerful distractions from three other 

sources. First, and of greatest import, rumors constantly 

spread through the nation that the United States government 

would soon force a tribal removal to some land west of the 

Mississippi. At the same time, to add to the Indians' 

consternation, new schools were being built in the nation, 

apparently for the long-term object of training children 

for American citizenship. A third disturbing factor came 

from a conflict between agent Smith and tribal leadership 

over the location of a new agency house. 

The behavior of American agents in the summer of 1824 

caused great suspicion among the Chickasaw. Men from the 

Office of Indian Affairs began counting the natives and 

mapping settlement locations in the nation. They noted 

roads through the area, enumerated whites, charted rivers, 

and located mountains. Causing even greater suspicion were 

the white agents who began to record the types of soil and 

crops throughout the Chickasaw country. As they were unaware 

of the reason for these activities, the Beloved Warriors could 

do little but speculate about American intentions.^ 

In the summer of 1825, Smith reported that Chickasaw 

leaders anticipated removal to the West but complained that 

he could not talk to them openly about the matter. The 

agent could not gain the natives' trust. Tishomingo especially 

thered Smith by refusing to cooperate with the agent's plans. 
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On 20 December 1824, McKenney had instructed Smith to grant 

a contract for a new Chickasaw agency house. The agent 

had selected a new site, moving the house from the southeast 

to the northeast corner of the nation, where a majority of 

Chickasaw trade with whites took place and where tribal 

leaders could observe white planters raising cotton. Much 

to Smith s chagrin, the Chickasaw principal men, especially 

Tishomingo, objected to the location of the new agency, 

requesting that it be built three miles further south. The 

agent suspected a conspiracy between Tishomingo and the 

Colbert faction to make profits by selling the original 

agency site if tribal removal came. The new administration 

of President John Quincy Adams (1825-1829) advised Smith to 

accommodate the Chickasaw leaders and locate the new agency 

wherever the Indians wanted it.9 

While tribal members fretted about removal and the new 

agency, they were given positive reinforcement by the Office 

of Indian Affairs for moving ahead with plans for new schools 

Stuart built a school in the western part of the nation at 

Pigeon Roost with funds provided by both the Chickasaw 

Nation and the United States. These activities seemed to 

suggest that the tribe would remain in control of their 

homeland. At any rate, the Americans by that time had 

assumed control of all tribal options. 

Chickasaw leaders correctly understood that the over-

powering motivation of the Americans was their removal. The 
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relatively young nation had given the Beloved Warriors no 

tangible evidence to suggest that the prvailing policy of 

appropriating native lands in the Jeffersonian tradition would 

be abandoned. In the spring of 1826, the Americans prepared 

for what Tishomingo, the Colberts, and other Chickasaw 

chieftains had been discussing in council for years--another 

land-buying or land-trading treaty negotiation.11 

The Adams administration, however, misjudged Chickasaw 

temperament. The tribe underwent hardships in 1826, even 

to the point of having little corn in their food reserve 

before the annuities were paid that spring. Smith advised 

that not until September would there be enough food in the 

nation to feed a treaty council. The best time for a treaty 

negotiation would be "in Oct. when the corn would be ripe, 

and the Nation would be unemployed . . . "12 

Before any actual negotiations occurred, United States 

Agent John D. Terrell visited the Chickasaw council house on 

11 October. After claiming to know that the tribe had lived 

m their country for only 200 years, the American indicated 

that he had come to discuss their land title. He declared 

that Americans recognized the "Great Spirit" as the original 

land giver. Then, Terrell moved into a discussion with the 

chiefs concerning why whites were disturbing the natives in 

their own country, and "constantly press their red brothers 

for the last foot of their country and desire to send them 

west of the Mississippi." He offered two reasons for white 



55 

pressures on the Beloved Warriors: first, the Americans 

considered national defense to be of great importance. A 

nation needed to make its defense strong, "by walls of 

rock or of warriors . . . fence out your enemy. Then he 

will let you alone." The United States had two weak points 

in its military defense system, in the president's opinion--

Mobile and New Orleans, and "enemies beyond the great waters, 

can approach Mobile § Orleans, § take them into possession, 

before our warriors far from the North § the East, can possible 

[sic] come to protect them."13 

As a further explanation for white intrusion into 

Chickasaw country, Terrell stated that the president wanted 

to trade western lands for their homeland so that Chickasaw 

land could be settled by whites. Through white settlement, 

the Americans hoped to accumulate twenty times more troops 

behind New Orleans and Mobile than the Chickasaw could ever 

muster. Terrell carried this defense-oriented argument on 

to the point of suggesting that white troops raised in former 

Chickasaw country would be environmentally conditioned and 

would defend the land better, since they would love it. He 

then told the Chickasaw council that if a foreign enemy were 

to capture New Orleans, the Beloved Warriors' only protection 

would come through American arms or money. The tribe would 

have to pay for this protection. If they could not pay for 

such a privilege, then they must provide for their own 

defense and suffer the consequences. The debts owed to the 
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Americans would be absorbed in an exchange of native lands 

for tracts west of the Mississippi.*^ 

The Beloved Warriors hesitated to move to the West, 

continued Terrell, because they had killed many western 

people and now dreaded reprisals. The agent wondered, 

"will this nation of Chickasaw cast the tomhawk [sic] and 

fear to pick it up. Will blood be let on the ground and this 

nation rely on their white brothers to heal § defend the 

wrong." The Chickasaw would never allow such a thing to 

happen, for they were too brave to believe that such an 

event would occur. The agent then took a different approach 

m his talk. The Chickasaw country really belonged to the 

Americans already, he claimed, as a result of the American 

Revolution. "This very country on which we now tread 

is the property of your father the president § his white 

children by the sword. The blood and treasure of their fathers 

paid for it."15 

Terrell also charged that the Chickasaw had earlier 

captured their land from smaller native tribes, even though 

they claimed to have received it from God. Still, humanitarian-

minded whites wished to pay liberally for Chickasaw property. 

The time for natives to take advantage of white offers had 

grown short because of a rapid expansion of population in the 

United States. Whites demanding all native lands had become 

numerous in the states and territories, and they controlled 

a majority of the votes in Congress. This determined group 
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wanted to have all Indian nations east of the Mississippi 

river placed within state boundaries, Terrell advised. 

Federal soldiers would not protect the Chickasaw from state 

laws, and "there are thousands who feel nothing for the red 

man, who will, like hungry wolves, in a moment, rush into your 

country, plough [sic] your lands, drive off your flocks, beat 

and abuse your people, have you--can you have any remedy." 

He further warned the Chickasaw that killing whites in a 

mood of revenge would only bring in other angry whites, who 

would destroy the entire tribe. If the Beloved Warriors chose 

to attempt integration under state laws, "you will have to 

work on roads, perform military duty, march to war whenever 

the enemy comes, pay taxes in cash every year . . . for if 

you are protected by the government, you cannot expect to be 

suffered to rest, unless in its bosom." The agent doubted 

that the Chickasaw could adapt to white culture and believed 

that the nation would save itself through removal.16 

In an obvious effort to further soften tribal resistance 

to a removal treaty, Terrell claimed that if the Chickasaw 

went west quickly, they could have choice lands from which 

to select a homeland. Also, "If you remain in your present 

situation until new states are formed west of the Miss, and 

other nations, looking . . . before them . . . obtaining the 

first £ best selections of country, you will then have to go 

and take the remnant."1'7 
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The American interpreted the Chickasaw nation's dilemma 

as a problem of time and change. He claimed that "experience 

m time which never lies has fixed your removal and a radical 

change in your habits, or your ceaseless poverty and degradation 

here." If only the Beloved Warriors would agree to remove, 

the United States government guaranteed perpetual ownership 

of a new country to them and, 

so long as the sun § waters move, the president 
wishes his Chickasaw children to settle, to educate 
your children, to leave the chase, to become farmers 
q mechanicks, to elect their chiefs, to form a 
Legislative assembly . . . , and . . . so soon as 
V -civilized . . . [to receive] all the privileges 
o± white men as well as a Territorial member in 
Congress. 

There had once been a time when the destiny of the 

Natchez Tribe rested in the hands of the Chickasaw, Terrell 

reminded the chiefs. Now, he noted, the Americans held the 

same powers over the Beloved Warriors. The federal govern-

ment would restrict Chickasaw trade to the nation only, and 

tribal extinction would follow. Many other tribes had 

already experienced ruination by trying to stop the whites. 

The whites could not be stopped because they cultivated 

their minds, not their "legs" as the natives had done. Only 

the president could save the Chickasaw. The Creek had already 

made the mistake of fighting the whites, and white Georgians 

had taken the major part of that tribe's country. The Creek 

would soon have to remove to the West and had better do it 

while the whites still thought in liberal terms. The 

president had warned that he could no longer hold back the 
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horde of whites which would soon engulf the natives. The 

encroaching whites were moving like the sun or the rolling 

waters of great rivers, and the Chickasaw barely had their 

heads above the great current, "the waters of ruin." 

Terrell concluded by declaring that the president had warned 

the Beloved Warriors of the evils they faced. He advised 

that the American leader wished for the tribe to take the 

least costly of the evils--removal to the west."^ 

Chickasaw leaders listened patiently to Terrell's talk. 

When he had concluded, Tishomingo responded that the American 

had told them the truth, that the tribal leaders had long 

looked for evil days and thanked him politely. The "national 

orator" then announced that the chiefs would retire to 

appoint persons to meet with the forthcoming American treaty 

commissioners. 

Terrell advised the American commissioners that all 

Chickasaw would admit that white people would soon own the 

native country, that they were bitter towards removal, and 

that they would retain their lands until "the last thread 

of governmental clemency [and] when hope exhausts here, they 

will treat." In conclusion, he advised that the 

strong headway however which has been made by white 
men § half breeds from the first annunciation of the 
treaty last spring § summer against the treaty 
cannot be counteracted by any human force in a*few 
weeks time and a suitable course will check this 
cross current, nothing else can do.21 

General Thomas Hinds of Mississippi and General John 

Coffee of Alabama (and Tennessee) arrived at McLish's, six 
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miles east of the old Chickasaw agency, on 15 October, as 

commissioners to negotiate a removal treaty. Chickasaw 

Agent Smith, Provisions Contractor William Easton, and 

Secretary William S. Fulton also represented the United 

States. Smith reported that the tribal chiefs had argued 

with him to hold the conference at the tribe's national 

council house but had finally agreed with his insistence 

upon McLish's residence. General William Clark of Missouri, 

the third commissioner, did not arrive in time for the 

beginning of negotiations.^2 

The Chickasaw chiefs met at their national council house 

on 17 October, and on 18 October the American commissioners 

paid their bill at McLish's and began moving to the council 

house. The chiefs informed the commissioners that on the 

morning of 23 October they would meet in council and then 

hear what the Americans had to say. Malcolm McGee interpreted 

the talk for the Chickasaw.^3 

Terrell had already told the Beloved Warriors what they 

were going to hear. The Americans reiterated that the 

United States needed a dense and strong population along the 

entire length of the Mississippi river for a secure defense 

perimeter. The laws of the United States would, in pursuit 

of this policy, soon be extended over all Indians who had 

not removed to the West. The American president would give 

equal lands in the West for permanent use and pay all moving 
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costs incurred by the Beloved Warriors in the transfer, if 

they would only accept his offer.24 

On 24 October Martin Colbert addressed the American 

commissioners in behalf of the Chickasaw. The tribe expressed 

sorrow at the American desires and feared they would suffer 

from transplanting much the same as an old tree--wither and 

die away. Besides, said Colbert, "we apprehend we would, 

in a few years, experience the same difficulties in any other 

section of the country that might be suitable to us West 

of the Mississippi."25 

The Chickasaw said they could not unite with enemy 

nations of the West any more than could the whites--it would 

be as hard as combining oil and water. Being a small tribe, 

the Beloved Warriors stated that they could no longer defend 

their rights against any country. If forced to choose between 

two evils, they thought they were likely to choose the greater 

of the two, out of ignorance. Thus, while fearing to move 

west, they also dreaded to opt for the evil of coming under 

the laws of the United States. They said, "we are a people 

that are not enlightened and we cannot consent to be under 

your Government. If we should consent, we should be likened 

unto young corn agrowing and met with a drought that would 

kill it all."26 

Malcolm McGee interpreted the American commissioners' 

reply to the Chickasaw on 25 October. The whites presented 

their proposal as follows: 
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. . . measures have been for some time in progress 
by which all our Indian brethren will ultimately be 
removed from this to the other side of the Mississippi 
river; you will also see that this plan of the GoveSi-

n o5 nor hastily adopted. It is the result 
of mature deliberation, and will not be relinquished 

a u accomplished. The objections of our 
red brethren to the policy of our Government cannot 
prevent it . . . . Here you have a country greatly 
too large for you, if you intend to depend upon the 
earth for a support, and entirely too small, if you 
intend to depend upon game for subsistence . 
should you be opposed to exchanging your lands here 
• • • your father, the President, has directed his 
Commissioners to say to you that the interest of his 
^ e . ? h l l d r e n maJes it his duty to call upon you to 
sell him a part of your land. 7 

The Beloved Warriors would have none of the American 

proposal. The chiefs said that they would always like to 

be neighbors to the Choctaw, but that the people of Old 

Fields would, nevertheless, stay in their native country 

and be free of their "red enemies." The tribe chose to 

accept the will of the "Great Spirit" to guide the destiny 

of their nation. They had already given up hunting for 

support, accepted Christian religious missionaries, and had 

educated their children. The Chickasaw believed that 

they had cooperated liberally in the past with requests of 

the United States, but that they would sell no more of their 

land--"It is true that we are poor for money, but we love 

our lands better."28 

The Chickasaw had demonstrated their faith in their 

"father the President" and the Great Spirit to protect them 

in refusing to remove or sell any more lands. Coffee 

accused the natives of "headstrong obstinancy," and Hinds 
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threatened that the state of Mississippi would probably soon 

extend its laws over the Chickasaw. The Americans then said 

they would offer the Beloved Warriors one more chance to 

cooperate.^ 

On 28 October the commissioners claimed to the tribe 

that word had arrived that "bad men" living in the nation 

had worked against a successful treaty negotiation. The 

Americans presented a statement from Walter Bunch of 

Chickasaw Bluffs, Tennessee, reporting a conversation he 

had supposedly overheard three weeks previously in the Chickasaw 

nation. Bunch claimed that James Allen, a white resident 

among the Chickasaw, had said that his son, George, would 

kill the first chief that proposed to sell any of their 

lands . . . ." Coffee then responded to the Chickasaw 

refusal to accept any American propositions. The tribe had 

enjoyed the protection of the government, he charged, and 

had contributed nothing to its support--even worse, criminals 

were now hiding in the nation. The state of Mississippi 

demanded territory which would join it to Tennessee, either 

along the Tombigbee or the Mississippi rivers--at least a 

"slip" of connecting land. Liberal prices would be paid, 

and perpetual reservations protected by the United States 

would be made m the West for those Chickasaw selling their 

3 0 
land. John McLish replied for the Chickasaw on 30 October. 

You say that in all well organized Government, the 
people are bound to contribute something for its 
support. Have we not, your Chickasaw children, always 
received the talks of your Father, and divided our 
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lands with you, until the present? Look back, and 
kjW ^ a r y°u have come! You say that our country 

affords a shelter to many of your own people, a place 
of refuge to avoid their contracts. We are sorry 
to hear that such an impression has gone abroad 
among our white brethren; if there are any such 
characters amongst us, it is not known to the nation. 

You say that the indulgences hitherto granted 
us by our Father, the President, was from our ignorant, 
helpless, and unprotected condition; we know that we 
are an ignorant people, and unenlightened; therefore, 
we hope our Father, the President, will extend his 
protection to his ignorant children, and take them 
under his care . . . we cannot see the policy of the 
Government of the United States in changing the policy 
heretofore pursued . . . . You say, what would be 
our condition, if the Government of the United States 
were to withdraw its protection from us? When children 
are rejected from their parents, they are generally 
in a deplorable state . . . . We have to look to our 
Father to still extend his strong arm of protection 
to us, until we are more enlightened and advanced . . 
We cannot act contrary to the will of the nation. 
They are determined on staying in their native country* 
. . . we can only say . . . that they are still 
opposed to selling any more of their lands . . . . 3 1 

Coffee and Hinds must have expected the Chickasaw 

refusal. The former called upon Tishomingo to explain his 

understanding of the proposals. The agent explained that 

he wanted to know if the chief could explain the proffered 

deal to other tribal members. Tishomingo replied that he 

understood but that he would not attempt to explain anything 

to Americans. Chief Pish-an-stubbie, when questioned in 

the same manner, explained that he had heard and understood, 

but he would not explain his comprehension of what the 

proposals amounted to.32 

The Americans then argued that if native headmen could 

not explain the proposals, they could not interpret them 

to the Chickasaw warriors. When the chiefs still refused 
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to cooperate, Coffee asked the council, with tribal approval, 

to send four men with all expenses paid by Americans to 

explore the western country, which the United States proposed 

to exchange for Chickasaw lands. The chiefs listened and 

refused this proposal also, but they agreed to submit a 

written version to tribal voters for approval or rejection. 3 3 

On the afternoon of 31 October, the third American 

commissioner, William Clark of "Lewis and Clark" fame, 

finally arrived at the Chickasaw council house. Clark, 

superintendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis, told the 

tribe on 1 November: 

You would not experience the difficulty you apprehend 
by a removal West of the Mississippi, as a country 
has been purchased of the Osages and Kansas expressly 
for the settlement of such of the Southern Indians 
as may remove to that country. The Osages, who were 
your former enemies, are now at peace with all the 
tribes who have removed from this side of the 
Mississippij and, by the treaty lately concluded 
with them, it is made their interest so . . .^4 

Clark went on to advise the Beloved Warriors that they 

would not be subjected to United States law west of the 

Mississippi any more than they were already experiencing 

in their eastern homes. The superintendent also claimed 

that the natives could unite in governments in the West and 

be outside the laws of any states. Before closing, Clark 

asked the Chickasaw leaders to tell him personally whether 

or not the tribe would exchange or sell their lands; Levi 

Colbert then confirmed that the tribe would take neither 

of the options.35 
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Upon hearing that the Beloved Warriors had refused land 

sales or removal, the superintendent then offered to assist 

them in exploring the West by making a map describing the 

country, providing letters of introduction, and preparing 

a safe trail for them. As the commissioners prepared to 

leave, Hinds presented lists of debts owed to white merchants 

by both whites and Chickasaw, whom he said lived in the 

nation. With documents presented to them which offered 

proof that they were sheltering debtors, the chiefs adjourned 

the council.^6 

On 1 November the native leaders returned to the American 

commissioners and countered: 

As we have no wish to exchange our lands here for 
any other, we think it unnecessary to run our father 
the President to any further expense; therefore we 
have to refuse your propositions. If we were to 
accede to the offers made to us . . . in exploring 
that section of country West of the Mississippi river 
it would incur great expense . . . as we are entirely' 
opposed to exchanging countries. 

• u h f P P y t 0 s e e * ' • wiHiam Clark, and are 
thankful for his council. If we had any idea of 
exchanging our lands with the Government, we would be 
happy m receiving his information of the situation 
m that country.3/ 

The tribe had stood firm in its rejection of American 

offers. There would be no land sales, or exchange and no 

exploration of western country. In their report to the 

secretary of war, Coffee and Hinds blamed "monied half-breed 

capitalists" for exerting a negative influence toward 

removal. The commissioners also pointed to recent American 
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failures in obtaining additional Creek lands as a source of 

support for the stand of the Chickasaw leaders.^ 

Merchants in the United States complained loudly enough 

of white debtors hiding in the Chickasaw nation for Congress 

to request an investigation of the situation early in 1827. 

At the same time, the legislators asked McKenney to look for 

any whites or half-breeds who had interfered with the treaty 

negotiations during the previous year. The Indian officer 

replied that the Crickasaw had granted permission to any 

whites remaining in the nation, and the United States could 

not interfere, unless proof was furnished that there were 

"bad men" residing there. To the question of whether or not 

American missionaries or school teachers might have dissuaded 

the Beloved Warriors from emigration to the West, McKenney 

responded that he had no evidence to warrant such a belief.39 

It appeared that the Chickasaw rejection of removal was 

final. With no outside factors to consider, however, Secretary 

of War James Barbour instructed McKenney to investigate 

personally the situation in the Indian nation and ascertain 

what they really thought about removal. The head Indian agent 

found an "unexpectedly favorable" result.40 

On 8 October 1827, the Chickasaw chiefs conditionally 

agreed with McKenney to exchange their lands for territory 

in the American West. The agent, claiming to be unable to 

separate the justice and honor of the United States from the 

best interests of the natives, won the confidence of tribal 
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leaders and smoked with them. The parties then reached a 

conditional agreement. The Chickasaw agreed to remove to 

the West if certain provisions could be met. First, in 

May 1828, three chiefs from each of the four districts of 

the nation, three tribally-selected whites, a physician, and 

three federally-appointed representatives should go West to 

inspect the land proposed for settlement. Then, if acceptable, 

the tribe would exchange the land acre for acre, with ownership 

guaranteed forever. Governmental and educational norms were 

to be developed along the lines of those existing in the 

Michigan Territory, and military forces were to be maintained 

at a level sufficient to defend the whole tribe, to be 

supplemented by a Chickasaw Militia.41 

The land proposed by McKenney for exchange lay north 

of the state of Missouri, between the Missouri and Mississippi 

rivers. This today comprises the state of Iowa, but even 

then, under the Missouri Compromise of 1820, it was not a 

place for slaveholders to live with their chattels. Apparently 

the Americans did not think of the provisions of the 

Compromise in their eagerness to move the Chickasaw west. 

The tribe agreed to inspect the country, anyway. 

Reports of the exploration spread rapidly through the 

United States. John Bell of Monroe County, Mississippi, 

quickly applied for a position as a government scientist, 

claiming to be a surveyor. Samuel Ragsdale of Tennessee 

soon followed in applying for a position as explorer.^2 
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After his appointment, Bell informed McKenney in July 

1828 that the Chickasaw were greatly confused and some of 

the warriors, selected to explore beginning the previous 

May, had refused to go. A rumor had swept the nation that 

the chiefs had already sold the tribal lands. Adding to the 

confusion was a tribal feeling that the season was already 

too advanced for an exploring party to begin.43 

Finally, after much urging by Bell, the Americans 

managed to secure tribal agreement to send explorers to 

Memphis by 30 September 1828. The route of the reconnaisance 

expedition had been changed from north of Missouri to west 

of that state and into the Arkansas Territory. This location 

was more realistic for slave-based agriculture and, thus, 

more acceptable to the Chickasaw. The Choctaw and Creek 

would also send explorers with the expedition.44 

The combined party, led by Isaac McCoy, left for the West 

between 17 and 21 October. Some of the half breeds, 

dissatisfied with much of the government-provided equipment, 

charged new expensive equipment, especially saddles, to 

the United States Government. Clark, apparently not wishing 

to discourage the explorers, paid all equipment bills.4^ 

Although McCoy reported the exploration over in 

January, 1829, it was June of that year before Chickasaw 

chiefs forwarded a decision on the exploration to the 

secretary of war. They considered an exchange of their 

lands for those proposed by the United States to be too 
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disadvantageous for further consideration. Posterity would 

judge the Americans dishonorable if the exchange were to 

be forced. The chiefs reminded President Andrew Jackson's 

secretary of war, John H. Eaton, of George Washington's 

final words to them--"Farewell my Children,--Confide in 

the Integrity of the United States 5 their protection is 

given to you."46 

The tribe had almost closed the door on a peaceful 

exchange of lands. The Beloved Warriors had certainly 

served notice that they would take no inferior lands in 

trade. The chiefs did, however, report two different areas 

for which they would trade. One lay in the new Choctaw 

nation south of the Arkansas and Canadian rivers, and the 

other was part of Mexican land in Texas, just south of the 

Red river. Both these areas belonged to people other than 

Americans, but, at least, all hope for an exchange was not 

lost.4 ̂  

As the decade of the 1820's ended, the Chickasaw had 

responded to what Tishomingo had called "evil days," when 

removal seemed unavoidable, by designating two areas to which 

they would remove. A new administration in Washington, 

headed by Jackson, the "Sharp Knife" who had already taken 

many acres of Chickasaw land for the United States, would 

face the problem of trying to accommodate the tribe with the 

hope of peacefully acquiring the increasingly valuable 

tribal domain. For the Beloved Warriors, there existed 
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hope of trading for a fair new western homeland either in 

Choctaw or Mexican territory. 
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CHAPTER IV 

TRUTH IN ITS NAKEDNESS 

Few Chickasaw showed surprise upon hearing news that 

the American Congress had approved an Indian Removal Act 

on 28 May 1830. For three decades, since Thomas Jefferson's 

first term as president, the United States had applied 

increasing pressure on the Beloved Warriors either to sell 

or trade away tribal lands. The Indian Removal Act, inspired 

by President Andrew Jackson, finally gave America a legisla-

tive authorization for a policy that had long been executive 

practice. 

By 1830, the Chickasaw had developed an agricultural 

economy which exported cotton, horses, beef, and pork. 

Cotton exports alone totaled almost 1,000 bales that year. 

With their profits, the Beloved Warriors purchased food, 

dry goods, and slaves. Tribal males had responded to 

American "civilization" programs by taking over crop 

cultivation. Chickasaw women had then assumed more of the 

traditional white female roles by housekeeping, spinning 

thread, weaving cloth, and sewing clothes. The Beloved 

Warriors were also producing their own butter and cheese 

by 1830.1 

At religious camp meetings in the Chickasaw Nation, 

both white and native ministers preached in the English and 
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Chickasaw languages, and the natives took communion. 

Education, however, appeared to be falling short of tribal 

objectives by 1830. Only half-breeds and a few promising 

full bloods attended Chickasaw schools. Sub-Agent James L. 

Allen reported that whites who had married Chickasaw women 

and half-breeds conducted a great amount of the tribal 

business. Allen reported further that whites living around 

the Indian nation were driving cattle into the Chickasaw 

country. Whites had also settled illegally on the native 

land and then had broken federal laws by trading with the 

Beloved Warriors. The sub-agent indicated that he suspected 

whites of stealing Chickasaw slaves, horses, and cattle. 

In early 1830, Chickasaw leaders told the sub-agent 

that if the laws of Mississippi and Alabama were extended 

over the tribe, they would not "be placed upon equal footing 

with the whites . . . ." All "the officers of the Law would 

be composed of white men . . . and the whites would be 

partial to each other . . . and . . . in a few years they 

[the Chickasaw] would not have a vestige of property left." 

As a result, said Allen, the tribe would exchange their 

country for any they could get, rather than, as they feared, 

lose their native freedom.3 

On 9 February 1830, two days after Allen's report to 

Eaton, Levi Colbert and four other Chickasaw chiefs visited 

the Caddo tribe living south of the Red river, in the Mexican 

state of Coahuila y Texas. The group departed from a village 
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of Shawnee located in the western Choctaw country, below 

Fort Towson. The United States outfitted Colbert and his 

captains for the visit. Apparently the Chickasaw were 

negotiating for a home in Texas in which they had earlier 

expressed interest.^ 

The United States appointed Benjamin Reynolds to replace 

Benjamin Smith as agent to the Chickasaw on 20 February 1830. 

Thomas L. McKenney directed Reynolds to protect the tribe 

from white trespassers and encourage the Indians not to 

infringe upon the privileges of whites. The head Indian 

officer reminded his new agent to advance the policies of the 

United States with kindness and justice.** 

In the summer of 1830, President Jackson appointed 

John H. Eaton and John Coffee as commissioners to treat with 

the Chickasaw at Franklin, Tennessee. The United States 

would again attempt to exchange lands with the Beloved 

Warriors. Twenty tribal leaders eventually met with the 

Americans on 23 August.^ 

Eaton and Coffee first told the Chickasaw leaders that 

the president extended his best feelings to "his red brethren 

many of whom, during our late war, fought with him in defence 

[sic] of our country." His prepared speech challenged the 

old men to lead their children to a land of promise and peace, 

before the Great Spirit called them to die. Jackson also 

pledged that the United States, by arms if necessary, would 

preserve and maintain peace among the tribes, and guard them 
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from assaults of enemies of every kind, whether "white or 

red." If the tribe did not wish to move to the West, the 

president offered not to press the subject again.'7 

The chiefs replied through their secretary, John McLish, 

on 26 August 1830. They said that they thought it was 

extremely difficult, at that advanced period of their lives, 

to be informed that they must, if they wished to preserve 

themselves as a nation, seek a home in an unknown region of 

the West. If the tribe did not move, and the states of 

Mississippi and Alabama extended their laws over the Chickasaw 

Nation, the natives would view it an act of usurpation of rights 

by the states, unwarranted by the Constitution of the United 

States, and the treaties that then existed. In many instances, 

the greatest grievances and hardships would be imposed upon 

them. In conclusion, the tribal chiefs told the Americans, 

they had arrived at the age of maturity, and sensed a 

disposition to accommodate the views of their Father and 

exchange country as he had proposed.^ 

On the same day, the Americans offered to pay the moving 

expenses of the tribe. The commissioners warned that Congress 

might not appropriate funds in the future for any tribal 

moves. Anyone who did not wish to move could take as 

"reservations" their comfortable homes and farms and become 

citizens of the United States. These lands would thus be 

reserved for them and their children in "fee simple" forever. 

The commissioners promised a country of equal climate, soil, 
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and size, and if, on going there, the tribe found it not 

suited to their needs and expectations, an annuity, for a 

limited time, would be paid them. Additional lands might 

be purchased for them.^ 

The Chickasaw chiefs then called for Jackson to visit 

with them in their council room. On 27 August the "Sharp 

Knife honored their request and listened while they agreed 

to enter into a treaty based upon the principles as communicated 

by Eaton and Coffee. Jackson replied that he "had travelled 

a long distance that he might see them face to face, and 

direct them to what he believed their best interest required." 

The president then explained that he needed to return to 

Washington and transferred the conduct of the business to 

his commissioners and instructed them to act liberally towards 

the Chickasaw. 

On 28 August, after Jackson had left Franklin, the 

chiefs submitted a number of written proposals to the Americans. 

Tribal leaders asked for 160 acres for every tribal member, 

or an amount of money, to be specified later, if land were 

not chosen by the head of a family. All emigres were to be 

paid for their improvements, including any unmoved household 

and kitchen furniture. The commissioners then refused to 

agree on any "reservations" for women or children, and the 

chiefs retired to confer. Two hours later the Indians 

requested that each man, woman, and child of the nation be 

paid $20.00 each for ten years, to be taken in lieu of 
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reservations. The Americans again refused, saying that the 

request exceeded what they considered a liberal offer, as 

the annuity in ten years would amount to $1,000,000. The 

Chickasaw then asked the Americans to submit a proposal 

of 29 August. 

Eaton and Coffee wasted little time in giving American 

proposals for a treaty. Each warrior or widow having a 

family would have 320 acres of land in the homeland. If 

the head of a family chose to move to the West, the United 

States would pay $480 for the family land, in ten annual 

installments. Levi Colbert, George Colbert, Samuel Seeley, 

William McGillvery, and Tishomingo, the tribe's leading 

chiefs, were to receive four sections, or 2,560 acres, each 

with the president's blessings, to live on or sell. Up to 

sixteen Chickasaw, to be designated later, would receive 

one section (640 acres) each. Finally, the chief executive 

would prevent Alabama and Mississippi from extending their 

laws over the Chickasaw for two years while the tribe removed. 

The Americans made no positive suggestions concerning 

i ? 
annuities. 

The next day the Chickasaw countered that their chief, 

Isaac Albertson, should receive a two section (1,280 acres) 

reservation. Annuities must be fixed at a minimum of $25,000 

per year for twenty years. The tribe also wished to have 

two blacksmiths, a wheelwright, and a millwright, added 

the native leaders. In conclusion, they asked the Americans 
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to grant one additional section of land to Levi Colbert, 

charging that Coffee knew "the situation of our country."1^ 

Coffee and Eaton, however, continued to press the 

Beloved Warriors for a less favorable deal. The Americans 

would only provide one blacksmith and one millwright, and 

the latter for only five years, until new tribal mills could 

be built. After agreeing to include Albertson in the treaty 

reservation and increase Levi Colbert's treaty land by one 

section, the white commissioners flatly refused to meet the 

Chickasaw's annuity request. Instead, the Americans proposed 

annuities of $15,000 for twenty years plus $4,000 for school 

construction, $2,000 for ten years to pay school teachers, 

and $40,000 to educate twenty Chickasaw children at one time 

for twenty years in the United States. Further, the United 

States proposed to pay all removal expenses, cover meat and 

bread costs for one year after the removal, and provide new 

farm implements to replace those left behind by the tribe.14 

On 31 August 1830, the Chickasaw signed the Treaty of 

Franklin. Benjamin Love, a half-breed tribal member, acted 

as a "detail interpreter" for the Beloved Warriors. The 

tribe ceded to the United States all the lands owned and 

possessed by them on the east side of the Mississippi river. 

In return the United States agreed to furnish to the 

Chickasaw Nation a country west of the Territory of Arkansas, 

to lie south of latitude 30°30' and to send American 

commissioners and twelve Chickasaw to examine the country. 
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If no suitable lands could be found, the Americans claimed 

that the 

treaty . . . shall be considered null and void. 
But if a country should be found and approved, the 
President . . . shall cause a grant in fee simple 
to be made out . . . conveying the country to the 
Chickasaw people and their children so long as 
they shall continue to exist as a nation, and shall 
reside upon the same.15 

Wasting little time, a Chickasaw delegation, accompanied 

by Reynolds, who armed them with six Harper's Ferry rifles, 

left to explore the West on 15 October 1830. They proceeded 

westward through the Arkansas Territory and into Cherokee 

and Creek country in what is now Northeastern Oklahoma. 

The party then turned to the southwest for a thorough examina-

tion of the country on the Canadian and Red rivers and their 

tributaries "as the unusual cold weather would admit. On 

the south fork of the Canadian, the Beloved Warriors met a 

delegation of Chocktaw "brothers," accompanied by Alabama 

businessman George S. Gaines.-^ 

Then the Chickasaw traveled with them over their country 

and after becoming satisfied as to its extent and quality, 

claimed to see no land which they thought the Choctaw 

would not want for themselves. Still, they proposed to 

purchase a portion for the Chickasaw people. Upon hearing 

the Beloved Warrior's offer, the Choctaw refused to sell 

and replied that they had no extra land and refused to 

sell "one foot."17 
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Suddenly, the Choctaw refusal had threatened any chance 

for implementing the Treaty of Franklin. Reynolds and Gaines 

suggested that a "union of the two nations in the settlement 

of this delightful country . . . most desirable on many 

accounts and may in our opinion be most easily effected if 

the Chickasaws understood their interest suffered." The 

Americans thought there would then be no objection on the 

part of the Choctaw to receive the Chickasaw as neighbors 

and citizens.18 

The Chickasaw had other ideas. They requested and received 

from Reynolds permission for a portion of their delegation to 

cross the Red river and examine a portion of the Texas country. 

Five Chickasaw then proceeded across the Red, not far from 

the point where the eastern boundary of the Choctaw country 

intersected the river, and they then examined the country 

as far as the Sabine. The area pleased the Beloved Warriors, 

who reported to Jackson: 

Father The tract of country which we explored 
south of red river lyes along side of our Choctaw 
brothers and between the red and sabbeen [sic] rivers 
and adjoining the west boundary of the state of 
Louisana [sic] from river to river. If this country 
can be procured for us our Nation will remove and be 
satisfied. We see no other country which we think 
would suit us so well. 

Father we hope that you will not think that 
your Chickasaw children are disposed to remove beyound 
[sic] your controll [sic] and protecting care, we 
love your regulations[,] our white Brothers, and have 
been a happy people under your care and protection 
untill [sic] of late, the state of Mississippi has 
extended her laws over us and we are threatened and 
looking for the same fate from Alabama. 
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Compared to living under the laws of white-controlled 

Mississippi and Alabama, the Texas country offered a pleasant 

atmosphere. The Caddos, living west of the great bend of the 

Red river in Northeastern Texas and Southwestern Arkansas; 

faced eastward in a cultural sense, sharing a distinctive 

cultural tradition with the Creeks, Chickasaws, Choctaws, 

Cherokees, and Natchez. In addition, some Natchez had 

merged with the Chickasaw tribe earlier. The Caddos were 

more like the Natchez than the other tribes, and the Natchez 

were regarded as one of the most typical, representative 

tribes of the region. Among the Caddo in the obscure 

northeastern corner of Mexican Texas, the Beloved Warriors 

might find security, away from the restrictions of the laws 

of Mississippi, Alabama, and the Choctaw.20 

White laws in Mississippi and Alabama, in contrast, 

presented a situation intimidating to the Chickasaw people. 

The principal problem was, as the tribal leaders declared: 

Father we are told that the laws of those states are 
written in more than a hundred big books we cannot 
read . . . and altho we love our white brother, we 
cannot see in the extention of these state laws over 
us anything bur injustice and oppression . . . . 
Father . . . we still have confidence in our father the 
president . . . that he will not see his chickasaw 
children brought under state laws which we cannot 
understand . . . .ZJ-

The Chickasaw chieftains pleaded that 

our only hope is that you will provide a home for 
us beyound [sic] the reach of the white man's 
laws, where we can again be happy and free in 
the enjoyment of our own laws and customs and 
under the protecting care of our father the 
president of the United States.22 
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Without openly stating it, the Chickasaw had depicted their 

dilemma: they could not purchase clear title to any acceptable 

land in the Choctaw country, and they wanted the Americans 

to purchase the tribe a new home from Mexico. The Beloved 

Warriors did not anticipate a renewal of the centuries-old 

conflict between the Anglo-Saxons and Spaniards which had 

prevented a peaceful exchange of land from Mexico to the 

United States. 

In closing their petition to the president, the chiefs 

explained that some of their people "wish to remain at their 

old homes and think that injustice has been done them, we 

would therefore respectfully ask that the following clauses $ 

provisions be added to the treaty." 

1st That each family who may remain shall be entitled 
to a reservation of a section and a half of land. 

2nd each emigrant whose improvements has [sic] added 
value to his occupancy is to receive in money such 
valuation from the government in addition to the sum 
which he is to receive for his reservation.^3 

While tribal leaders worked for better terms of removal, 

the tribal situation east of the Mississippi river continued 

to deteriorate. Alexander McCown, an American merchant, 

violated the Chickasaw Treaty of 1816 by peddling imported 

goods within the tribe's national boundary. Thus, the laws of 

the Chickasaw and the United States came into conflict with 

the laws of Mississippi, since the latter claimed to have 

extended its limits to include the Chickasaw nation. Sub-

Agent Allen knew that Mississippi had granted McCown a 
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license to do business anywhere in the state, including the 

land of the Beloved Warriors, but he decided to enforce 

federal law and confiscated McCown's merchandise.2^ 

In November of 1830, Allen reported to Eaton that 

"Lawless ruffians" stayed around the agency house for several 

days, "offering assistance to Brake [sic] the House and take 

the goods by force, and at lenth a part of them . . . came 

in the House and raised a quarrel with me thinking as I 

suppose that they would be supported by . . . their company 

. . . After a confrontation, the sub-agent said that "a 

Mr. Humphreys engaged in a Combat with me, and at lenth 

he becoming weary of the contest retired in disgust." Allen 

suggested that military assistance in the form of "a few 

troops . . . would have a beneficial effect and . . . put 

down such fellows as now dare to oppose the Laws of the 

Genl. Govt."25 

McCown gave a different explanation for Allen's confis-

cation of the property. The trader stated that he had found 

neither Agent Reynolds nor Sub-Agent Allen present at the 

Chickasaw Agency house when he arrived. A Chickasaw named 

McClish stated that the white was privileged to trade with 

whites and blacks but not with Indians. McCown claimed to 

have followed his instructions; then, on the day before the 

arrival of Allen, fifteen or twenty Indians surrounded his 

wagon, and when the sub-agent arrived matters became more 

confused. After some deliberation, Allen took the goods 
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and put them in the agency house to await John H. Eaton's 

opinion on the subject. Allen thought that trading with 

whites and blacks constituted a violation of the Treaty 

of 1816.26 

John Coffee, in a somewhat different version of the 

confiscation affair, reported that some "of the Chickasaw 

chiefs, upon hearing that some person was selling goods to 

the Indians without a regular permit, came with a party of 

Warriors, took McCown and his goods under guard, and demanded 

that the sub-agent deliver to their nation one-half of the 

goods." These were to be forfeited under a stipulation of 

the Treaty of 1816. After being at a loss as to what to do, 

Allen finally determined to take all the goods into his 

possession and refer the issue to the secretary of war for 

his decision on which course should be pursued. Coffee 

advised Allen that since he had retained the goods and referred 

the matter to Eaton, he should await the latter's decision.2^ 

Eaton instructed Allen to divide McCown's goods ecjually 

between the Chickasaw and the United States Government. The 

sub-agent obeyed and gave half of the trader's goods to 

Pis-talle Tubbe, to be released to the Beloved Warriors. In 

this, the first confrontation between United States law and 

Mississippi law in the Chickasaw nation, the Jackson Adminis-

tration had ruled in favor of federal law.28 

On 7 January 1831, Tishomingo arrested a trader named 

John Walker in the Chickasaw nation and seized the white 

man's merchandise. Tishomingo then turned the confiscated 
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goods over to Allen "and requested that I would dispose of 

them as the 7th Article of the Treaty of 1816 directs." 

The sub-agent told Eaton that he had "heard the Testimony 

against the Pedler, [and] it was conclusive against him, 

he . . . confessed that he had violated the Law by selling 

goods within the limits of the Nation." Allen then "gave 

the Indians one half of the goods: and . . . Sold the other 

half. The amount of sales is 150$."29 

Walker and his partner, Marshall Goodman, brought charges 

against Allen and Tishomingo in Monroe County, Mississippi, 

on 3 May 1831. Judge Isaac R. Nicholson of the Fifth Judicial 

Circuit Court of Mississippi ordered the arrest of both Allen 

and Tishomingo, and the case came to trial in November 1832. 

The defendants pleaded not guilty under Article VII of the 

Treaty of 1816, but the jury found them guilty of "trespass 

and assess the plaintiffs damages by reason of the said 

trespass to the sum of four hundred and ninety three dollars 

and nine cents," Since Walker had died, Goodman, "as surviving 

partner . . . [shall] recover of the said defendants the 

damages aforesaid by the jury assessed-together with the cost 

in this cause expended." The court costs amounted to $76.18. 

The state of Mississippi had declared its authority over the 

Chickasaw nation, and the most militant chief, Tishomingo, and 

the anti-Mississippi sub-agent, Allen, were declared guilty 

as charged. Only the United States government could alter 

this critical development.^® 
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After waiting almost a year for support from the Department 

of War concerning the case, Allen contacted Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs Elbert Herring, explaining that an execution 

had been issued "and has been levyed [sic] on my property 

to satisfy that unrighteous Judgment." The sub-agent asked 

for protection, saying that "I am poore [sic] and so is 

Tishomingo, and the Nation would regret to see their much 

beloved Chief harrassed on the account of that transaction, 

which was done in strict conformity to our official duty." 

Silence in the matter meant federal consent to the precedent 

set by Mississippi courts--state law had replaced federal 

law in the Chickasaw nation. It came shortly after Alabama 

had also formally extended its laws over the Beloved Warriors.31 

Reymolds reported in February 1832 that the leading 

Chickasaw chiefs had become more aware of the nation's 

problems and would act more efficiently in aiding the govern-

ment to procure them a home beyond the Mississippi. In the 

event that a western home could be obtained, the agent claimed 

to have no hesitation in saying that the tribe would move 

with great "cherfulness." The Treaty of 1830, however, had 

not been ratified in 1832 because the Choctaw continued to 

refuse to sell any land to the Beloved Warriors.3^ 

Coffee and Eaton returned to Choctaw country in the winter 

of 1831-32 and unsuccessfully tried to purchase some land 

for a Chickasaw home. The Beloved Warriors, apparently 

ready to move, then requested that a new removal treaty be 
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negotiated. Since Eaton could not attend the new negotiations, 

Coffee went West alone to attempt a new treaty, and he 

successfully renegotiated a Chickasaw treaty on 20 and 22 

October 1832. Called the Treaty of Pontotoc (1832), the 

new agreement reserved 2,500 prime sections of land in the 

Chickasaw nation on which the Beloved Warriors could live 

until a western country could be purchased. The United States 

again assumed the difficult task of locating an acceptable 

western home for the tribe.33 

The ink had hardly dried on the Treaty of Pontotoc, 

however, before Chickasaw leaders were protesting its validity. 

Levi Colbert charged that Article IV provided that the lands 

to be reserved for the residence of his people until their 

removal should be sold by the government, while the chiefs 

desired, under proper regulations, to retain that right 

themselves. The old leader experienced further that they 

wanted this money to be under their supervision in order to 

pay the debts of the nation before removal. Of equal 

importance, the tribe needed to meet expenses arising from 

the search and payment for a country in the West and to feed 

and sustain its people on their new homes until they could 

again build houses, clear farms, and buy livestock. Further-

more, charged Colbert, the treaty provided no guard against 

speculation. The selection of reservations, and the valuation 

of improvements belonged to the Chickasaw national council 

and not to the president, because exclusively this was the 
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Indian nation's interest and business. Article X, accused 

the chief, took three-fourths of the net proceeds from the 

lands reserved by Article IV "without condition . . . and 

fixes it with the United States."34 

Colbert claimed that Coffee often called all the 

Chickasaw treaty commissioners to his quarters and told them 

that if "we did not allow reservations our great Father the 

President would not like it, and be disturbed with us, and 

would think it very strange that we denied ourselves reser-

vations." Colbert then related the following to the American 

commissioner: 

God gave the country to all the Nation, no one had 
better rights than another. The half breeds got a wide 
field, they got more Inteligents [sic] that the 
Indians, and the treaty let them choose where they 
will. They would take a great deal of the very best 
land and leave the poor. We had a country to find we 
know not where to buy it. If we had to buy of the 
Mexicans, a large sum of money must be ready, we had 
to move to this home [,] pay our debts [,] and live 
when we got there. Let us do all these things on 
first necessity, then vest the Balance with the 
government and draw on the interest. Genl Coffee say 
no. On this question you must sleep one night more 
. . . I tell Genl Coffee it is not worth while to 
sleep on a question so well considered and finally 
determined. He replied we must all meet him tomorrow 
and so we did. 5 

When Coffee presented his version of the new treaty, 

Levi Colbert and other chiefs balked at Articles XI and XII. 

These articles guaranteed reservations of land in fee simple 

to Indians, half-breeds, and white men with Chickasaw wives, 

the latter being a situation which the tribal chiefs were 

trying to prevent. Coffee then had the half-breeds meet 
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with tribal chiefs and warriors, while Levi and Pitman 

Colbert were excluded. Still the chiefs and warriors insisted 

that there should be no individual land reservations made 

in the treaty. Using another approach, Coffee sent John D. 

Terrell to Levi Colbert with news that the final article 

of the new treaty granted the head chief ten additional 

sections of land reserves, bringing the principal leader's 

land reservations to fifteen and one-half sections, or 9,920 

acres. Colbert's response was: 

When Genl Coffee attempts to buy my honesty, he must 
have a pile of money high as my head [:] then I will 
keep my honesty still, and the money must come too 
from the United States Treasury and not from my 
Nations pocket to put in mine. I cant [sic] tell 
what makes Genl Coffee love reservations so hard 
and so long. Three times he has been told no reserva-
tions can be alowed, [sic] . . . I will tell him 
today if he does_not quit these reservations, I will 
quit the treaty. 

The American commissioner again tried to rewrite the 

treaty. Colbert explained that another "objection is 15/20 

of my people are totally incapable of selecting any land of 

worth [for reservations] . . . Finally, 

a little before night, my health was very bad, at 
candle light Genl Coffee called on the chiefs to 
sign the treaty. This he done repeatedly, They 
hesitated and said there was something in it they 
did not understand and requested to postpone untill 
tomorrow . . . . 

The head chief said that then, "Genl. got angry and accused 

the chiefs with ignorance, duplicity, and meaness, charged 

them with trifling with his official character as well as 

with his private feelings." After making these attacks, 
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Coffee told the Chickasaw leaders "if they would not sighn 

the papers then as he would leave them and never return . 

again After "long continued abuse and menace from 

Genl. Coffee, the Chiefs signed the papers as treaty."^7 

Following the treaty, Coffee again pressed for half-

breed reservation stipulations in supplemental documents. 

While Levi Colbert lay ill in his tent, the American induced 

the tribal chiefs to sign such a document, which he claimed 

Colbert had already read and approved. This assertion was 

a lie. Later, Colbert lamented to Coffee that the tribe 

had given strong helps to enlighten our half breeds [.] 
We wanted their help in our councils [,] we had paid 
many thousands of dollars of their debts to save them 
from the white laws, nothing paid back, and they are 
the first of our nation to turn against--what the steady 
old chiefs believe the most solid good for this 
nation . . . . 

The half-breeds seemed "to calculate for their own pockets, 

forgetful of their country. 

Colbert next proposed several amendments of his own 

to the new treaty, "Such as my heart tells me, this was 

just for the government and my Nation." Then, "Coffee 

denies my words, I tell him, my words are the wishes and 

words of my Nation . . . he says my Nation got no sense 

• • • •" Then, said Colbert, "if my people make a bad bargan 

it will be our loss, not the governments, [and] he says he 

knows best for us and would do it, so I know all confidence 

and good feelings is gone."^^ 
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Perhaps while rationalizing the Treaty of Pontotoc, 

Colbert realized the "spirit" of the United States in late 

1832, when he appealed to Jackson: 

The Chickasaws feel a native born attachment for 
their Country and it seems to me true, that nature 
presents nothing in the west which can make the 
Chickasaws more happy there--than here, their native 
and beloved land. It is true, that my nation became 
willing to sell their Country, to put down that 
bitter question of States sovereignty, to keep peace 
in the white family, to preserve the Union of the 
United States whose friendship and protection we want, 
and our selves, to get away, from the troubles which 
our white brothers fixed upon us. It is the result 
of our weekness [sic] and we Surrender our Country to 
cure the evils we never created . . . my whole nation, 
is deeply dissatisfied with Genl. Coffee's treaty, 
for remedy . . . we come first to you and bring our 
complaints to our fathers wisdom and justice . . . at 
the treaty of pontetoc [sic], we were shorn of our 
friends, of our lands [,] and of the government we 
always loved . . . . My Chiefs and warriors heard 
the Presidents talks which he made to us, at Franklin 
in the house of God. Remember my Father, the true and 
living fires which caught in your breast, flowed in 
your eyes, and imparted, a heavenly flame into all our 
bosoms, can my nation now, in the midst of its dif-
ficulties look to this president . . . , for a 
protecting guardian, . . . .[?] This--is the living 
shadow of the great spirit. The inside dress, which the 
Almighty cherishes, and gives to true greatness all 
its immortality, these in the American character tells 
[sic]--to the world that--that liberty which God gave 
and Washington left has no security, any further than 
this uprightness and Just benevolence actuates and 
governs community.40 

The conflicts of the nullification crisis in South 

Carolina in late 1832, the pro-Cherokee Supreme Court ruling 

defied by Jackson in Worcester v. Georgia, and an emotional 

appeal for the honorable American behavior of the days of 

Washington all seemed to be enveloped in the words of the 

aged Chickasaw leader. The ruthless negotiating tactics 
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of Coffee had been most alarming to the Beloved Warriors. 

Colbert seemed almost to be hoping against hope that the 

United States had not changed from the examples of George 

Washington, and that the tribe would not remove. 

To protect the Beloved Warriors on the frontier, 

Congress made arrangements after the Treaty of Pontotoc to 

provide smallpox vaccinations for the entire Chickasaw nation. 

Several problems caused the effort to be of limited success. 

Since there were no large villages left in the nation, 

difficulties arose in getting the vaccine to all tribal 

members. In addition, most of the Beloved Warriors did not 

trust surgeons and thus would not allow themselves to receive 

the vaccine. Reynolds finally suggested that the vaccine 

be placed in the hands of intelligent half-breeds and others 

in different sections of the nation as the best means of 

furthering the "benevolent" designs of Congress. The agent 

clarified that many of the most intelligent natives had 

vaccinated their families and thereby had become acquainted 

with the process and would be able to explain its benefits.^ 

Although Reynolds did not mention it to Herring, the 

principal benefit of smallpox vaccinations for the Chickasaw 

was that of immunity to the dread disease during their 

forced migration to the West. There remained little doubt 

that the tribe would soon be westward bound. Both Mississippi 

and Alabama had extended their laws over the Chickasaw Nation, 

and whiskey traders were about to wash it away with their 
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merchandise. The president had already indicated that he 

would use military force to support state rights over native 

rights in the case of Worcester v. Georgia. While they had 

been unable to purchase a western home from the Choctaw, 

vast domains were still available for purchase beyond the 

100th meredian in Mexican Texas. The major hurdle to be 

cleared before all others, however, was one of unravelling 

the mysteries of the Treaty of Pontotoc. Coffee had shown 

what Levi Colbert had described as "truth in its nakedness" 

to the entire tribe with his condescending methods of 

negotiation, and the sagacious tribal leader, in his appeal 

for charity from Jackson, had raised the specter of tomahawks 

in Chickasaw hands if the treaty were not revised to the 

satisfaction of the Beloved Warriors.^ 
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CHAPTER V 

THE LAND OF THE YOUNGER BROTHERS 

Hoping to see his work be quickly approved by the 

Senate, John Coffee mailed the Treaty of Pontotoc and his 

request for pay to Secretary of War Lewis Cass on 26 October 

1832. Soon the Vicksburg Advocate § Register reported: 

. . . The terms of the treaty, . . . are sufficiently 
liberal to satisfy the most scrupulous assert of 
Indian rights. Under existing circumstances, a removal 
is the most judicious and prudent measure the Chickasaws 
could adopt to preserve the tribe from utter annihila-
tion. Even if the act of this state [Mississippi] 
extending its laws over the Indians resident within our 
limits should not be enforced, a tribe so limited in 
number . . . entirely surrounded by the white popu-
lation, would find it difficult to preserve its national 
existence. 

The [Florence] Gazette estimates the ceded 
territory to contain seven million acres. The tribe 
numbers about three thousand souls . . . . If, 
therefore, these lands be worth the minimum government 
price, they will, when sold, form a capital for the 
nation of seven millions of dollars, or about three 
thousand five hundred dollars to each individual man, 
woman, and child; and if a family be estimated to 
contain six persons, about twenty thousand dollars to 
each family. A very handsome estate--greater than is 
possessed by their white neighbors.2 

The Americans were obviously pleased with Coffee's 

work. The Beloved Warriors, of course, held other notions. 

Sub-agent John Allen accompanied a delegation made up of 

Levi, George, and Pitman Colbert, plus Tishomingo, to 

Washington to discuss the Treaty of Pontotoc. The Indians 

and Allen would not take up their business with either Agent 
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Benjamin Reynolds or Coffee, but the latter thought it must 

have been 

some movement in opposition to the true understanding 
of the treaty, [since] they would wish to keep me 
ignorant of their intentions--there was nothing during 
the formation of the treaty that would authorise [sic] 
such a movement--all our intercourse during the whole 
time, was open and frank, on my part. 

In addition, said the American, "the sub-agent Allen, . . . 

[was] among the number who was endeavouring to prevent the 

Indians making the treaty at that time--alleging that they 

might do better . . . 

Coffee claimed to have been approached by Allen during 

the treaty negotiations, saying the sub-agent spoke to him 

on the subject and declared his innocence. Still, insisted 

the Tennesseean, Allen was guilty at that time, and he was 

still carrying on his plan. If Allen arrived at the capital 

and made any statements at variance with the treaty, Coffee 

hoped that all action thereon would be suspended until the 

American views could be heard. He then declared to the 

president that no reliance could be put in Pitman Colbert 

as an interpreter, since he explained things to suit his own 

purposes, and if noticed, he would say that he did not 

understand well and was likely to make mistakes.4 

The Chickasaw leaders and their sub-agent took a 

stagecoach bound from Tuscumbia, Alabama, to Washington, 

D.C., on the evening of 12 December 1832. Allen had been 

instructed by Reynolds to return to the Chickasaw nation and 

had chosen to resist him. The sub-agent said 
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that he was on his way to Washington City for the 
purpose of closing his accts and intended to resign 
and that he would not hoald [sic] an office the 
duties of which was so undefined and by which no 
fame could be acquired. I desired him to make his 
repiy in writing [asserted the agent] which he promised 
to do but did not . . . . 

The native delegation included a man named Captain Greenwood 

(Ish-Stine-o-lutcha), and John A. Bynum, son-in-law of James 

Colbert, in place of Levi Colbert and Tishomingo. Reynolds 

reported that he really did not know what the Beloved 

Warrior delegation desired. Coffee and Reynolds planned to 

travel by steamboat to Wheeling, Virginia, and then take a 

stagecoach to the national capital in order to defend 

themselves and the Treaty of Pontotoc. The two Americans 

would depart on 20 or 21 December and hoped to discredit the 

rumored Chickasaw charge that Coffee had used "threats to 

the nation, to get them to sign the treaty."6 

When the Beloved Warriors arrived at Washington, they 

advised President Jackson that some changes might be made 

in the Treaty of Pontotoc which the Senate was still considering, 

The president directed John H. Eaton and Coffee to explain 

the treaty to the delegation, especially the pro-Chickasaw 

aspects of the document. This development pleased the 

Chickasaw, who thought it best that they conclude their 

business with the man who had "commenced" the matter. The 

natives reminded Jackson that he had promised to have the 

treaty postponed. '' 
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A conference on the Pontotoc matter opened in mid-January 

1833 between Chickasaw delegates George Colbert, Green Wood, 

Pitman Colbert, and John L. Allen and Americans John Coffee 

and John H. Eaton. When the natives "expressed their wont of 

confidence in . . . [Coffee] . . . he early withdrew himself 

. . . The Indians expressed a wish that the funds arising 

from a sale of their lands, instead of remaining under the 

control of the federal government, might be placed at their 

own disposal. Eaton advised that the money might be wasted 

by "improvident management" and thus "throw the Indians 

upon the government for support § protection . . . ." Also, 

he claimed, Chickasaw papers indicated that seven delegates would 

be needed to conduct tribal business and only four were 

present, Tishomingo and Levi Colbert not being among them.8 

Jackson soon advised the Senate that he had no "further 

wish to delay the action upon the Chickasaw treaty." The 

Beloved Warriors then announced their intention "to present 

themselves before the Senate, or a committee of that body, and 

endeavor to prevent the ratification of the treaty . . . ." 

Coffee advised the upper house that Reynolds and loyal 

"Chickasaws who accompanied him to this place . . . were 

willing to provide further information." A struggle over 

another Chickasaw removal treaty could not be avoided by 

either side. The Americans seemed determined to control the 

funds arising from land sales outside of individual tribal 

member's allotments. Levi Colbert had other needs. The 
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Beloved Warriors had struck a deal with the Texas Caddo to buy 

new land south of the Red river for $20,000. Finally, the 

old chief had made it possible for his nation to remove. 

The Americans, however, stood to lose control over an 

entire tribe in addition to access by American merchants to 

millions of Beloved Warrior dollars. Jackson, who had been 

heard to say that he hated the "dons," or Spaniards, whose 

descendants retained control of the tumultous government of 

Mexico, apparently wished to check Colbert's efforts by a 

quick passage of Coffee's suspicious treaty of 1832.^ 

American agents began an all-out effort in early 1833 

to settle the exact boundary line between the Chickasaw and 

the Choctaw nations, a necessary detail for putting into 

effect land sales as prescribed by the pending treaty. 

Article XIII of the treaty stated that "if the old and 

intelligent Choctaw Chiefs shall determine the line to be 

correct, as defined in the Treaty made with the Chickasaws at 

Franklin in Tennessee in August 1830, it shall be established 

and made the permanent line." Matters of their own making 

blunted the Americans' drive for a quick boundary settlement. 

All the old and intelligent Choctaw chiefs had evacuated 

their homeland, driven to the West by the Treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek of 1830--the final stage of Choctaw removal. 

Thus, a quick boundary settlement became impossible. In 

September of 1833, Choctaw Agent F.W. Armstrong reported to 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs from the Western Choctaw 
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Nation that the proposed boundary line favored Chickasaw 

interests at Choctaw expense, further complicating circum-

stances surrounding the treaty. The matter lagged until the 

summer of 1834 when Jackson finally established a permanent 

boundary. In the meantime, all hopes for speedy conclusion 

of the treaty of 1832 had faded away."^ 

Many of the civilized tribes had already evacuated their 

lush homelands and migrated to the more arid western edge 

of the eastern woodlands in Indian Territory while the 

Beloved Warriors were working to negotiate a new treaty with 

the Americans. The Treaty of Washington was negotiated on 

24 May 1834 and ratified on 30 June of that year. This new 

treaty increased the size of native homesteads to be sold, 

giving families of between five and ten three sections and 

families of less than five two sections. Levi Colbert had 

opened negotiations on the new treaty in March of 1834 when 

he sent a Chickasaw delegation to Washington, D.C., with a 

letter to Jackson informing the president that he, Colbert, 

was too ill to attend. The natives arrived in April and 

commenced working for the new treaty, which also granted 

more land to slaveholders--owners of less than ten slaves 

got an additional half section and owners of ten or more 

slaves got an additional section to sell. Before the Senate 

could ratify this treaty, however, tragedy struck the Beloved 

Warriors when Levi Colbert died on 2 June 1834. The old 

leader had remained alive just long enough to administer 
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the completion of a satisfactory removal document. Tribal 

leaders voted in council to replace Levi with James Colbert. 

After the unratified Treaty of Pontotoc of 1832, white 

intruders had moved illegally in increasing numbers into 

the Chickasaw Nation and settled on the best of unoccupied 

tribal lands. Reynolds complained to the United States 

marshal for Mississippi, Samuel Dickson, and requested the 

lawman to remove these illegal persons from the nation. 

Dickson countered that he had no copy of the Treaty of 

Pontotoc and thus did not know how to remove any intruders. 

The marshal further suggested that the Chickasaw agent should 

provide advice on how to proceed with any removals. Instead 

of communicating with the Mississippi marshal, Reynolds 

requested that the Department of War instruct Dickson to 

make the desired removals. The acting commissioner of war 

ordered the marshal to remove all intruders from Chickasaw 

lands, adding that an army company at Baton Rouge would be 

available whenever military force might be necessary. Any 

whites who had been employed by the Indians to improve 

tribal lands were to remain undisturbed as long as the natives 

were satisfied with the results. Before the actual removal, 

however, Dickson posted public notices of his instructions to 

remove any illegal intruders in the Chickasaw country. The 

army would then remove by force anyone who did not conform. 

Those who returned would be removed again and sued by the 

i o 
"District Attorney." ^ 
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Chickasaw Sub-agent Allen informed Dickson in January 

1834 that not one intruder had departed since Dickson's 

official notices had been posted in November 1833. Instead, 

advised Allen, more whites were arriving in the nation 

daily. Tribal chiefs decided in a council held in early 

1834 that any white man of "good character" who did not sell 

liquor could remain on lands which he claimed to have 

settled. The tribal leaders then prepared a list of names 

of undesirable aliens and requested the marshal to remove 

those persons. Somehow, however, a breakdown of communications 

must have occurred, as President Jackson had also insisted 

on the same removals that the Chickasaw leaders were 

requesting. Upon his return from exploring the West for a 

new tribal home in early 1834, Agent Reynolds began news-

paper advertisements which also advised illegal whites to 

13 
remove.AJ 

Few whites obeyed government removal notices, and in 

April 1834 many Chickasaw chiefs anticipated hostilities 

between the Americans and tribal members. The chiefs 

demanded that United States troops remove the intruders, 

particularly since many more were continuing to pour into 

the Indian nation. The new Mississippi district United 

States marshal, W.M. Gwirz, advised Secretary of War Lewis 

Cass that 

serious difficulties will arise if a conciliatory 
course is not adopted by both parties and that 
before any collision occurs between the Indians 
5 Whites, I shall, therefore, await impatiently 
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for instructions from your department as to the 

course I may pursue . . . . 

The marshal then warned that intruders upon the Chickasaw 

lands could not be removed without bloodshed, and he doubted 

whether less than a thousand United States troops could 

effect such a removal. The lawman considered it impossible 

to say what would be the consequences of ordering troops to 

the nation.^ 

Another growing problem for the Beloved Warriors continued 

to be the consumption of whiskey within their nation--a 

situation which white intruders or "settlers" helped to 

spread. Ever since Tishomingo and Allen had lost their 

case in the courts of Mississippi, that state had done 

nothing to protect natives from whites who were not violating 

state laws, which included the selling of whiskey. Thus 

shopkeepers and "Peddling waggons" kept the nation full of 

alcohol. The problems associated with excessive consumption 

of "undesirable spirits" manifested quickly. "Great rioting 

and disorder is constantly kept up. Several murders has 

recently taken place by Shooting and Stabing . . . among the 

natives." The situation grew worse by the month, and in the 

autumn of 1834, Reynolds advised it was most important that 

the Chickasaw "interest in this country should be brought 

to a close as early as possible, as it is evident that for 

the time they remain here, at least a great portion of them 

will be spent in drinking § dissipation. 
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The Beloved Warriors faced critical problems with no 

outstanding leadership since Levi Colbert had died. The 

dual troubles of liquor abuse by tribal males and the refusal 

of state governments to intervene or assist the natives in 

controlling whiskey sales appeared as imminent threats. 

Of even greater concern remained the tribe's need to locate 

and purchase a new homeland, especially after the United 

States Senate ratified the Treaty of Washington in June 1834, 

making removal inevitable. Chickasaw leaders faced the matter 

by turning again to the West and the kindred Choctaw for a 

solution to this problem. The sooner land could be obtained, 

the sooner the tribe could escape from the tribulations which 

had developed in their old nation. 

While most of the Beloved Warriors planned to take part 

in the arduous removal to the West, a few chose to accept the 

president's offer to become American citizens by remaining 

on their farms in the old nation. This option proved to be 

incredibly difficult to exercise. George Allen, a half-breed 

son of James and Susie Allen, complained that he could get 

no respect from either whites or natives. In 1828, for example, 

a white citizen of Arkansas territory took one wagon, two 

steers, two crops of corn, garden vegetables, and some cord 

wood, all valued at about $2,000, from Allen's farm. The 

Arkansan continued to trespass by curring wood on the 

half-breed's farm until as late as 1833. Allen claimed to 

have equally difficult relations with some full-blood 
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Chickasaw who had threatened his life and killed his cattle 

with the encouragement of some of the tribal leaders. 

When Allen applied to the sheriff of Monroe County, 

Mississippi, for help, the lawman reportedly refused to do 

anything of a positive nature. The chiefs of the Chickasaw 

nation gave a similar response to the half-breed's appeal. 

Later Allen went to a circuit court meeting in Monroe County 

to recover a slave boy stolen from his sister. Much to his 

chagrin, however, the court charged Allen with all court costs 

and sheriff's fees arising from the matter and amounting to 

$500. Claiming further that Agent Reynolds had refused to 

assist him in any way, the half-breed asked the Office of 

Indian Affairs if he could look to anyone in any branch of 

government for justice. Apparently, anyone with Chickasaw 

blood who had lived in the Chickasaw nation would have to 

17 

remove to the West or be ostracized by both societies. 

Even before the ill-fated abortive Treaty of Pontotoc 

of 1832 had completed its unsuccessful course through the 

United States Senate, the Chickasaw began a third attempt to 

secure a western home. Unlike their previous United States 

government-sponsored exploring parties, the tribe was required 

to cover the expenses of this last search from the proceeds 

of their land sales. American officials notified Choctaw 

Agent William Armstrong (brother of F.W. Armstrong) in the 

spring of 1833 to expect in the near future a delegation of 

Chickasaw chiefs intent upon purchasing country suitable 
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for the tribe's residence. Reynolds would accompany the 

tribal leaders, and his mission would be in part to exclude 

any delegation members who might be hostile to the interests 

of the United States."^ 

Because the Chickasaw had decided not to hold a council 

for the purpose of appointing a delegation to search for and 

purchase a new home until after the annuities were paid, 

they made no moves toward the West until after August 1833. 

Before the delegation evolved, Armstrong warned from the 

Choctaw nation that sickness had swept through his area so 

intensely that there was not one completely well family 

anywhere around the agency. The exploring party, nevertheless, 

set out toward Memphis on 16 October. Twenty-one chiefs and 

captains, some outfitted at Tuscumbia, Alabama, the rest to 

be outfitted at Memphis, made up the Indian portion of the 

delegation. Along with Reynolds, the Beloved Warriors 

selected William Hunter of Tennessee and Milton Guy of 

Alabama to be their white conductors. The delegation intended 

to proceed directly to Fort Towson, site of the Choctaw 

agency, to confer with the Choctaw for a home."^ 

Reynolds outfitted the remaining unprovisioned Chickasaw 

at Memphis on 31 October, and the delegation arrived at Little 

Rock in Arkansas Territory on 9 November. The agent reported 

concern over a division of opinion among the natives as to 

their objectives. True to the earlier warning from Armstrong 

about sickness in the West, Reynolds reported that he had 
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been violently ill. The old chiefs remained with their 

principal white conductor while the younger braves moved the 

party's horses to a better grazing range ten miles west of 

Little R o c k . 2 0 

On 4 December the Chickasaw negotiators finally reached 

Fort Towson and learned that the Choctaw head men would hold 

a council in a short time. Reynolds decided to wait and ask 

the latter tribe if their new country could also comfortably 

accommodate a home for the Beloved Warriors. If the Choctaw 

would allow that, a place could be made for their former 

kindred neighbors. The American then planned to determine 

whether or not the Chickasaw could arrange terms to occupy 

a part of the former tribe's country. The conference met 

on the 21st, but the Choctaw unanimously opposed the sale 

of any land. Reynolds and Armstrong believed, however, that 

the "Choctaws would be willing to admit the Chickasaws to 

occupy a portion of their country, and Constitute a fourth 

District, with equal rights and privileges and governed by the 

same laws that govern the Choctaws. 

Reynolds conferred with both tribes concerning this last 

proposition and received what he considered to be favorable 

reactions from them. When the Chickasaw met with about two-

thirds of the Choctaw chiefs, however, Levi Colbert spoke 

only to Chief David Fulsom of the Beloved Warriors' need 

to buy any land which the Choctaw had for sale. Since they 

had already indicated no interest in selling any land, the 
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Choctaw answered Colbert in the negative. On 23 December the 

parties met again and the Choctaw informed their "elder 

brothers" that although they could sell none of their land, 

if the Chickasaw "should Come and Settle with them they would 

be received as Brothers . . . .1,22 

At this point in the deliberations, two of the Chickasaw 

delegates opted to accept the Choctaw offer for themselves 

and their friends and decided to go West to select new 

homes. Reynolds considered these Chickasaw to be connected 

with the most "respectable and wealthy" families of their 

tribe and therefore fully approved of their decision. These 

westward-bound Beloved Warriors told their agent "that they 

thought it time for each head of a family or clan to provide 

a home for their people . . . ." The Chickasaw agent 

applauded this separatist action and authorized Hunter to 

accompany the group to the western Choctaw nation.2"^ 

The remainder of the Chickasaw delegates decided that it 

was useless to proceed further with the Choctaw. Some of 

them, including Levi Colbert, liked the idea of purchasing 

land from the Caddo south of the Red River. They worried, 

nevertheless, about the lack of security for life or property 

beyond the borders of the United States and most decided 

not to pursue a purchase of land in that direction. At the 

same time, a majority of the Beloved Warriors agreed that 

there remained no other acceptable country in the United 

States and decided to return home and await developments.2^ 



115 

As the Chickasaw who returned East explained to President 

Jackson, "we made a treaty because we wished to go to a 

Country where we could enjoy our own laws and customs and we 

cannot consent to live under the laws of the Choctaws." 

Claiming to know that they would suffer under the laws of the 

white men, as indeed they already had, the Beloved Warriors 

still preferred white law to the law of their "younger 

brothers," the Choctaw. As events proved, however, Levi 

Colbert would be dead within six months of the return home, 

and new tribal leader James Colbert would be under tremendous 

pressure to find the illusory new homeland.^ 

In the same vein, Reynolds thought that it was hopeless 

to expect that the Chickasaw would ever purchase a home for 

themselves under their existing leadership. The agent conferred 

with Armstrong and agreed upon a plan by which the Choctaw 

agent would send some of the most intelligent Choctaw to 

scout their western country in the spring or early summer of 

1834. He also intended to include in the party a few 

intelligent Chickasaw who were the most disposed to remove to 

the Choctaw country. Knowing the country already, Reynolds 

believed that the Chickasaw scouts would give positive reports 

to their countrymen on its nature which would, in turn, 

serve as favorable inducements to migrate to it. Most 

Choctaw did not want to see their older brothers move to a 

land outside the United States--many Choctaw did not trust 

the Caddo at that time--and the Choctaw would welcome as 
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well any wealth which the Beloved Warriors might bring into 

their western home. Hopefully, then, the Choctaw themselves 

would induce the Chickasaw to move West.^ 

While most of the Chickasaw waited for changes which 

would allow them to migrate West, the United States moved 

to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes on 

the southwestern frontier. The Americans also meant to 

preserve the peace in the Indian Territory, using military 

intervention if necessary. Of particular concern by the 

summer of 1834 was the Cherokee and Creek tendency to smuggle 

whiskey along the road from Fort Smith and Van Buren to Fort 

Gibson in the Western Creek Nation. Peace and security on 

the frontier made a great difference to the Beloved Warriors, 

as they had earlier indicated. It came as no surprise then 

that many of the tribal members indicated to their chiefs 

that they intended to remove west of the Mississippi river 

in the early spring of 1835. The chiefs, led by James Colbert, 

told Reynolds that they wished to afford these new migrants 

all-out assistance in closing their business in the East and 

in preparing for the move. At last the Beloved Warriors had 

begun their removal. Although these first migrants would have 

to live as a minority among the Western Choctaw, they preferred 

it to the way affairs had developed in their old homeland.^ 

The great significance of the first large migration of 

Chickasaw to the West lay in the precedent it set for the 

entire tribe. Although a majority of the Beloved Warriors 
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remained in the East, after 1835 a significant portion of the 

tribe was established in the West, and the great migration 

could be considered as underway. Not all of the tribe, 

of course, would go to the Indian Territory. I.W. Burton, 

chairman of the Republic of Texas Standing Committee on 

Indian Affairs, reported to Texas President Sam Houston on 

12 October 1837 that peaceful Chickasaw and Choctaw lived 

in Nacodoches and Shelby Counties along the Attoyac and 

Patroon rivers. These settlers had come from their old 

nations in approximately 1835, reported the T e x a n . ^ 8 

Sickness continued to plague the Choctaw nation of the 

West. On 3 August 1835, an army report from Fort Coffee 

predicted that Choctaw Agent Armstrong would die within a 

few hours. Proving the inaccuracy of mid-nineteenth century 

physicians, Armstrong had returned to his position by November 

in time to learn that another delegation of Chickasaw tribes-

men were attempting to procure a residence in the West for 

their nation. The Choctaw agent made plans once more to 

attempt to assist the majority of the Beloved Warriors to find 

a homeland in the land of the Western Choctaw. United 

States Commissioner of Indian Affairs Elbert Herring told 

Armstrong that since the Chickasaw were wealthy, of a peaceable 

character, with many of them skilled in agriculture, their 

introduction into Choctaw country could not fail to be benefi-

cial to the kindred tribe. The new Chickasaw leadership had 

wasted little time in initiating a new removal program.^ 
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Meeting with Choctaw delegates on Red river, the 

Chickasaw again failed to reach an agreement which would allow 

the remainder of the tribe in the East to remove. The 

Choctaw continued to insist that the Beloved Warriors could 

settle in the Western Choctaw Nation for a fee and that a 

Chickasaw district could be organized and represented in the 

Choctaw general council. Laws enacted by the general council 

would then apply to all citizens of the nation. The Beloved 

Warriors wanted more than the Choctaw would allow, and the 

delegation set out to explore the Choctaw country along the 

Blue, Boggy, and Washita rivers. Armstrong believed that the 

only way the Chickasaw could remove would be through an 

agreement with the Choctaw, but he thought it doubtful that 

an arrangement could be developed.^ 

While they failed for a fourth time to procure a new 

home in the West, the Beloved Warrior delegates served notice 

late in 1835 that the tribe intended to move West in the 

near future. The delegation made this plan evident when 

it reserved a portion of their provisions as presents for the 

Wichita, a tribe living along the western edges of the Cross 

Timbers, whom the Chickasaw thought had not participated 

earlier in a peace conference between the United States and 

tribes of the Western Indian Territory. Other tribes which 

ranged with the Wichita in search of buffalo for a subsistence 

included the Waco, Kechie, and Quapaw. In earlier times 

these tribes had also lived and cultivated corn around the 
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Wichita mountains. All were small tribes, but they were 

outstanding horsemen and owned ample supplies of these 

animals. The Beloved Warriors had in earlier times waged 

war against the then more numerous Quapaw, also known as the 

Arkansas. 

The Office of Indian Affairs maintained, however, that the 

Wichita had signed a peace treaty with the United States in 

late 1835 and the Kiowa, another nomadic buffalo-hunting tribe, 

would soon also enter the agreement. Of a more formidable 

nature, the Comanche also ranged along the Western Cross 

Timbers (a low, scraggly timber-covered area) and over the 

plains of the Western Choctaw nation. The Choctaw, according 

to Chief David Folsom, had already been hunting in the 

Comanche and Kiowa country and into present-day Northwest 

Texas. The Choctaw leader reported that both tribes reacted 

to him and his hunters in the most friendly manner. It 

appeared from all reports that the Beloved Warriors had 

7 7 

nothing to fear from these western Indians. 

While engaged in the above-mentioned hunting party, 

Folsom had made as his base of operations the trading 

establishment of Holland Coffee, a white man. The Comanche, 

angry at Shawnee and Delaware hunters also operating out of 

Coffee's camp, told the Choctaw leader that they had warned 

the white trader to abandon his post or suffer the conse-

quences. Coffee evidently failed to understand the Comanche 

warning, choosing instead to believe that the peace treaty 
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between the United States and the western tribes concluded in 

the summer of 1834 provided him with protection. The trader 

did caution the United States Army that the Plains Indians 

expected another meeting with United States representatives 

in the summer of 1835. Some frontiersmen feared that a 

war against whites might be opened by the Comanche if a 

meeting did not materialize that summer. Coffee, situated 

in the extreme western limits of the Cross Timbers, close to 

present-day Ryan, Oklahoma, might also have considered 

himself safe since the Comanche and Kiowa claimed only all 

33 

the country west of those woods. 

Whatever his convictions might have been, the white 

trader made a serious mistake in not heeding the warnings of 

those Comanche who continued to protest that the Shawnee and 

Delaware hunters working for him were killing too many 

buffalo. The plains people expressed a fear that the excess 

killings would eventually produce starvation for their 

tribes. Believing also that they had been poisoned by whites 

who had held the promised peace meeting with them in August 

of 1835, when seven of their principal chiefs had died, many 

Comanche expressed much hostility toward the United States 

in December 1835. On 6 March 1836, a hunting party from the 

Choctaw Nation reported to the Choctaw agency that they had 

discovered that the Comanche had destroyed Coffee's trading 

post and had killed "six or seven of his party." Coffee 

fled to Texas to continue his trading. If the Chickasaw moved 
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to the western Choctaw Nation, they would have to listen 

carefully to any warnings from the neighboring Comanche--

Holland had demonstrated that axiom. ̂  

Reynolds advised the Beloved Warriors to concentrate 

on acquiring that part of the Choctaw country south of the 

Blue river and along the Red river--the area around present-day 

Durant, Oklahoma. The funds for their proposed purchase 

would come from the sale of their choice eastern lands, 

which went on sale officially in January 1836. After the 

tribal families claimed their individual family reserves as 

specified in the Treaty of Washington, the Chickasaw put up 

99,868 acres for sale. The United States Secretary of 

Treasury reported that the tribal receipts at the end of 

May 1836 amounted to $673,705.53. When expenses had been 

deducted, the Chickasaw still possessed $576,675 with great 

amounts of land still to be sold. If the Choctaw would only 

sell them land, the Beloved Warriors would clearly have the 

35 
funds to pay for it. 

For those tribal members who had not made plans to 

remove, problems mounted. As he helped to locate the 

individual family reservations, Reynolds made some striking 

observations about their culture. Few families had cultivated 

crops in 1835, and they had already sold their 1834 crops to 

whites in order to subsist in the former year. The agent 

stated that 



122 

no language which I am capable of commanding would 
carry a faithful picture of the scenes which are 
daily passing around here. For days together, 
hundreds of these unfortunate beings lie drunk 
around the shops [whiskey] and the evil increases 
daily, 5 in one year more, many of the men will be 
destroyed . . . . 

The Beloved Warriors needed to remove q u i c k l y . ^ 6 

Other United States officials described the intoxication 

of Chickasaw males to be of almost "unparalled" extent and 

as presenting scenes of brutality which were revolting to 

every principle of humanity. Officials of the General Land 

Office at Pontotoc expressed concern that the public business 

might be deleteriously affected by the situation. Reynolds 

believed that any Beloved Warrior who had any interest in 

their ceded country would not emigrate. To complicate 

matters further, some Indians sold their reservations for 

goods and whiskey. Finally, as Reynolds gladly noted, the 

natives intended to emigrate, and nothing would prevent them 

T n 

from moving except their failure to find a new home. The 

elder brothers could only hope that their younger brothers 

in the West would make those intentions possible. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE CRISIS OF 1837 

On 26 September 1836, the chiefs of the Chickasaw told 

President Jackson that the tribe was committed to abide by 

the provisions of the Treaty of Washington of 1834 and had 

sold the greater part of their individual reservations. 

Whites who had purchased the lands were settling among the red 

men, who were, to their chiefs' dismay, still being seduced 

by the whiskey imported by these newcomers. In addition, 

confusing state laws and the disappearance of game from the 

forests, two other conditions of white culture, caused the 

Beloved Warriors to be without the means of subsistence. 

Thus, any hopes the tribe had entertained for coexisting 

with the Americans faded, and they resolved to remove as 

speedily as possible to the West. The chiefs appointed 

another delegation to purchase a western residence for the 

tribe and solicited Jackson's assistance in the matter. If 

previous experience had shown anything, it was the need of 

the president's help, since the Chickasaw delegation wished 

to purchase the "entire control" of a section of the Choctaw 

Nation of the West. Especially did they desire to purchase 

the right to maintain an independent tribal government.^ 

The tribal request for help could have been interpreted 

by the Jackson administration as little else but a genuine 
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desire on the part of the Chickasaw, not only for American 

coordination and management of the land sales and proceeds 

for the tribe's incompetent and orphan members, but also for 

purchase of and removal to the new land. For example, the 

chiefs asked Jackson to suggest to them how much they should 

pay for Choctaw land, providing that it could be purchased. 

In addition, the Chickasaw requested United States agents to 

settle the details of any purchase and to establish a boundary 

with the Choctaw. Finally the Beloved Warriors also requested 

that the president set aside from the tribe's general fund 

all money raised from the sale of Chickasaw lands which 

remained after all competent, incompetent, and "orphant" 

tribal members had selected reservations for individual 

sales. These funds would be adequate money with which to 

purchase Choctaw land. The prospective purchasing delegation 

would wait for a while at Pontotoc for Jackson's reaction to 

their proposal. If he could not answer quickly, they 

requested the president to send his response to the Choctaw 

Agency located up the Arkansas river from Fort Coffee, since 

the delegation might already have started to the land of 

their "younger brothers."^ 

Chief Isaac Jefferson Ma Tubby, who lived in the southern 

part of the Chickasaw Nation, told Agent Benjamin Reynolds 

in early October 1836 that he planned to move to the Western 

Choctaw Nation that autumn and would take between sixty and 

100 Beloved Warriors with him. A portion of these migrating 
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families had intermarried with the Choctaw, said the chief, 

and he believed they would influence Choctaw leaders to sell 

land to the Chickasaw. Ma Tubby requested tribal funds to 

pay his group's removal expenses and a discreet white person 

to accompany them for the purpose of purchasing supplies and 

keeping expense records. Reynolds expressed his confidence 

that the Chickasaw delegation would ultimately meet with 

success, if Choctaw Agent William Armstrong worked with them 

in their approach to the Choctaw. Then it would only 

remain for the American government to appoint suitable 

removal agents, and the "immediate departure of almost the 

whole of them from this Country" could be accomplished.3 

Jackson refused Ma Tubby's request but agreed with the 

chief's principal proposal of a speedy removal after they 

had procured a new home. The president directed Armstrong, 

who was also the acting superintendent of the Western 

Territory, to cooperate as much as possible with the Chickasaw 

delegates in their negotiations. If successful, the Choctaw 

agent would provide the necessary persons to draw up a 

treaty, locate a dividing line, and describe the boundaries 

"so distinctly that no difficulty can hereafter occur in 

respect to boundaries." Upon receiving news of Chickasaw 

success, the Office of Indian Affairs was committed to 

providing the purchase money and to beginning removal 

preparations. The "sharp knife" (Jackson) declined to 

suggest a purchase price for Choctaw country to the Beloved 
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Warriors. Instead, he suggested that the Choctaw sell land 

on the same terms as they themselves had acquired it.4 

On 12 September 1836, the Chickasaw appointed a delegation 

consisting of John McLish, Pitman Colbert, James Brown, and 

James Perry. These men journeyed to the Choctaw Nation in 

early January 1837 and accomplished their goal on the 17th 

of that month. Known as the Treaty of Doaksville, the contract 

gave the Beloved Warriors the privilege of forming a district 

within the Choctaw Nation but forbade the tribe ever to sell 

this district. The formal name would be the Chickasaw 

District of the Choctaw Nation, and it would be equal in 

representation to the other three districts of the nation. 

The Chickasaw, however, would maintain separate financial 

relations with the United States. The new district lay within 

a line running from the point where Island Bayou struck the 

Red river north along the bayou channel to its source, then 

along the ridge dividing the watersheds of the Washita and 

Low Blue rivers to the road leading from Fort Gibson to Fort 

Washita. The boundary line then followed this latter fort 

road to the line dividing Mushulatubba and Push me ta haw 

Districts, then eastward along this district line to the source 

of Brushey creek, and then down this creek to the Canadian 

river, ten or twelve miles above the mouth of the South Fork 

of the Canadian. The northern boundary of the Chickasaw 

District then followed the main Canadian river west to the 

eastern boundary of the Panhandle of the newly-formed 
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Republic of Texas--the 100th meridian--then south to the Red 

river, which was the district's southern boundary. 

For their new land and privileges, the Chickasaw agreed 

to pay the Choctaw $530,000, with $30,000 of this amount to 

be included by the United States in the Choctaw annuities of 

1837. The remaining $300,000 was to be invested for the 

younger brothers by the Executive Department of the United 

States. Both tribes agreed further to submit all complaints 

or dissatisfactions to the Choctaw agent for settlement, 

with the right of appeal to the American president, whose 

decision would be final and binding. As a precaution, the 

two groups also agreed that any Chickasaw or Choctaw could 

settle individually any place in the nation that they desired 

with full privileges except to the other tribal funds.^ 

It seemed to Reynolds that news of the treaty put the 

Beloved Warriors in the mood to move to their new homes. 

The chiefs hoped the purchase would result in a permanent 

home for a people whom they considered to be almost destitute 

and homeless. Tribal leaders appealed to Jackson for the 

completion by May 1837 of all arrangements necessary for 

removal and stated that a "considerable portion" of their 

people would be ready to emigrate to the West at that time. 

The purchase delegation returned with two warnings for both 

the Chickasaw and the bureaucrats: the recent Creek emigration 

had caused a scarcity of provisions along the removal route, 

and the roads in the country through which the migrants had 



132 

to pass were bad. As a result, the chiefs requested the 

president not to plan for an overland migration by contract, 

the mode usually adopted in the past for Indian migrants 

bound for the West. Instead the Chickasaw requested to 

migrate by steamboat, insisting that a land contractor would 

not meet tribal needs because his object would be to make 

a profit, and under the pressure of supply shortages and 

accompanying inflation, he might decide to cut rations and 

comforts.^ 

The chiefs said they would be pleased if Jackson would 

appoint one or more prudent men to superintend the removal 

of those Chickasaw who wished to emigrate that next spring. 

Additional duties of the superintendent would include ascer-

taining as near as possible the number of Beloved Warriors 

who were then ready to remove and providing a means of 

subsistence and transportation. The removal superintendent's 

salary and all removal expenses would be paid by the tribe 

from their national fund. The Chickasaw asked that suitable 

precautions be taken to secure the faithful application of 

such monies as they might pay to their superintendent. He 

should be instructed, for example, to charter the above-

mentioned steamboats and purchase provisions in Tennessee 

or Kentucky. Steamboats, laden with provisions, would then, 

at some point on the Mississippi and perhaps also on the 

Tennessee rivers, take on board all Chickasaw who wished to 

move. These first official migrants should disembark at the 
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mouth of the Canadian river at Pleasant Bluff between Fort 

Coffee and Fort Gibson in the land of the Choctaw. At that 

time, the superintendent would need to provide some mode 

of carrying the travelers overland to their district, which 

lay several miles up the Canadian river. Armstrong had 

originally recommended this plan to tribal delegates during 

the recent treaty negotiations. On their own, the Chickasaw 

recommended two people for the position(s) of superintendent: 

Henry R. Carter and "Capt." Chase, both of Little Rock, 

Arkansas Territory.** 

The plan for moving from the Chickasaw Nation to the new 

district in the West appeared to be feasible. Indeed, 

steamboats laden with provisions could efficiently ferry 

the entire Chickasaw people from the eastern banks of the 

Mississippi and Tennessee rivers to the far bank of the 

Arkansas in a fashion that would have left their canoeing 

ancestors amazed. Problems induced by human errors would, 

of course, cause some complications in the efficiency of the 

river boats. Money would set the next phase of the emigration 

in motion, and by January of 1837, the tribe had sold almost 

$3,000,000 worth of private reservations, and their permanent 

or tribal fund from general land sales was at an unprecedented 

level.^ 

Many administrative staff members were gratified by the 

success of the Beloved Warriors, and Jackson, with Senate 
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approval, gave orders to begin the official removal. In a 

peliminary step, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Cyrus A. 

Harris ordered the principal disbursing agent for the Indian 

Department, Captain R.D.C. Collins, to make contracts at 

Cincinnati or somewhere on the Ohio or Mississippi rivers 

for 1,100,000 Indian rations and to deliver 100,000 of them 

to Little Rock before 21 May and the other 1,000,000 to 

Fort Coffee on the Arkansas river in the Choctaw Nation 

before 31 May."*"̂  

Rather than land the tribe at the mouth of the Canadian 

river as the Indians had requested, the Americans planned 

to carry the Chickasaw a shorter distance up the Arkansas to 

Ft. Coffee, further from the Chickasaw District. Instead of 

appointing Henry R. Carter, choice of the Beloved Warriors, 

and the man who had carried the Treaty of Doaksville to 

Washington, D.C., to supervise the removal, the administration 

on 9 March 1837, chose Major A.M.M. Upshaw of Pulaski, 

Tennessee. He would be assisted in purchasing rations by 

Collins and by Lieutenant J.D. Searight, a disbursing agent 

for the army who would serve as purchasing agent. In mid-

March Vice President Richard M. Johnson told D. Vanderslice 

that the Office of Indian Affairs wished to appoint the latter 

as a Chickasaw removal assistant. The Kentuckian soon 

accepted the position.^ 

Before the end of March 1837, the Office of Indian 

Affairs transferred Army Captain James A. Phillips from his 
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position as the superintendent of Choctaw removal to that of 

a disbursing officer for Chickasaw emigration. The new 

Van Buren administration in Washington really hoped that any 

Choctaw remaining in the East would join in the emigration 

of the Beloved Warriors and instructed Phillips to keep that 

object in view. The new disburser was ordered to Memphis, 

and the United States government began once more to remove 

a southeastern civilized tribe--this being the last one. 

Upshaw prepared to travel to the Chickasaw country. The 

commissioner of Indian affairs told tribal chiefs that 

"nothing shall be omitted to render the removal of your people 

as safe, comfortable and economical as possible, and that no 

contract for the removal will be made." On this subject, 

Harris informed the Chickasaw that "it would be well if your 

people would at once, commence their preparations for departure, 

and perfect them, as far as may be, so that when the officers 

of the Government arrive, there may be but little delay in 

starting. 

William Carroll, a prominent Tennessean and enemy of 

Jackson, who was serving as supervisor of Chickasaw land sales, 

believed that he could influence the tribal chieftains to move 

their people quickly--possibly in a few weeks. With Collins 

disbursing at Little Rock, Phillips disbursing at Memphis, 

and Searight shipping provisions from Cincinnati, the 

Americans hoped to implement a cost-conscious program. 

Vanderslice, earlier appointed as assistant removal agent 

from Kentucky, reported to Phillips as an aide. Upshaw 
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began preparations to direct the entire removal strategy 

from his headquarters at Pontotoc and hoped to have 100,000 

rations at Memphis, 200,000 at Little Rock, and 1,000,000 

at Fort Coffee by the end of May. Searight soon developed 

problems in Cincinnati, however, and reported that rations 

bids were too high, especially for the 100,000 items destined 

for Fort Coffee. Bidders feared that the level of the Arkansas 

river would be too low in May to allow adequate navigation 

by loaded steamboats, and if transferred to keel boats, 

the merchants could not reach the fort by the end of May, 

the contract deadline. Finally, William Thorns bid 18.5<f: per 

ration to deliver all the Fort Coffee supplies. If low water 

would prevent delivery, Thorns proposed to deliver the supplies 

at Little Rock for 16<j: each."^ 

Harris stressed to Upshaw the Administration's desire 

to make haste before the waters of the Arkansas dropped in 

mid-June. Since the Chickasaw were paying for the entire 

expense of the migration, the commissioner urged his superin-

tendent to consult with them as to their needs and desires. 

Past experience led the government to advise Upshaw not to 

organize a removal party of over 1,000 people or to divide 

families. The party should be divided into groups of about 

fifty with a head of family as its rations and transportation 

manager. This leader would also keep stragglers from being 

left behind. Before starting a party, the superintendent 

would notify the Indian Department at Little Rock of the 
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time of its departure, number of members, and anticipated time 

of arrival at Little Rock. Any necessary land transportation 

for migrants would be arranged from the latter point. Clearly, 

the Americans anticipated that all Chickasaw would not ride 

on steamboats to Fort Coffee. Harris also told Upshaw to 

limit tribal personal property to 2,000 pounds for each party 

of fifty, or forty pounds per person.-^ 

Searight purchased 200,000 Chickasaw rations on 17 April 

1837 from Christopher Niswanger and David Deshler, both of 

Columbus, Ohio. Each ration consisted of twelve ounces of 

salt pork, one pound of wheat flour or one and one-half pints 

of corn or corn meal, and one-twenty fifth quart of salt. 

The pork, of "good quality" and packed in wooden barrels, 

flour, and corn meal would be delivered by the Ohioans at 

Little Rock on or before 20 May. Niswanger and Deshler charged 

the Beloved Warriors 16<f: per ration, but they could only 

collect after the provisions had been inspected and approved 

by a public inspector."'"*' 

In anticipation of more activity, Harris began to appoint 

assistant removal agents for Upshaw1s program. On 18 April 

John M. Millard of the District of Columbia accepted an 

appointment to report to Pontotoc. The next day W.A.M. Booke 

and Caleb Langtree, both also from Washington, D.C., agreed 

to report to Cincinnati as assistants to Searight. All 

these new agents would be paid $4.00 per day. In Ohio the 
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latter three would search for someone to supply 1,000,000 

rations at Fort Coffee for the migrants."^ 

As spring advanced, all of the 100,000 Chickasaw 

rations bound for Memphis arrived. While the contractor 

unloaded them, however, a bank of the Mississippi river 

caved in upon the "wharf boat" during an evening storm, 

destroying goods valued at $220. Captain Phillips had not 

yet arrived in the city to follow his duty as official 

disbursing agent, and his assistant, Vanderslice, could only 

hope that the officer would soon appear to inspect the food. 

Many living near the Mississippi believed that year that the 

big river and its tributaries would be at a level which 

would cause the Chickasaw trek to be easier and more healthful 

i 7 

than for earlier migrants. 

In early May Harris assigned Lieutenant Gouverneur 

Morris to assist Searight, Brooke, and Langtree in the effort 

to purchase and ship the tribe's rations to Fort Coffee. The 

commissioner directed Morris to ship the provisions at a time 

so as to reach the fort in early June, thereby taking advantage 

of any high water in the Arkansas river. Morris would take 

Langtree and Brooke with him as assistants, hire steamships 

for hauling the rations, and ride with them to Fort Coffee 

to insure a safe landing. Having been relieved of his 

responsibility for purchasing these rations, Collins received 

instructions to receive them instead. When they arrived with 

Morris and the rations, Brooke and Langtree would remain as 
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the receiver's assistants. Responsibility for storing all 

these supplies, including the construction of storehouses, 

until the Chickasaw needed them, fell upon Collins and his 

two new helpers.^ 

The company of Clark and Buckner agreed to transport 

the rations to Fort Coffee for $2.90 per 100 pounds. There 

were 1,200 tons of rations and 2,000 pounds to the ton. At 

$58.00 per ton, the entire cost for shipping these provisions 

alone amounted to $74,600! Fearing that the waters of the 

Arkansas might fall below a safe level for steamboat navigation, 

the shippers only agreed to deliver one-third of the rations, 

or two boat loads, before 30 June. Any delays due to low 

water would cost the Beloved Warriors $150 per day per boat 

until a landing could be made or until the provision con-

tractors would release the steamboats by letting them 

unload and return home. One of the shippers had previously 

been on the Arkansas and planned to accompany all boats to 

Fort Coffee. Morris retained $35,000 to defray shipping 

costs and, after Searight made the above-mentioned agreement, 

informed the commissioner that another $30,000 to $40,000 

would be needed to complete the delivery. Searight eventually 

negotiated a shipping rate of $2.50 per 100 pounds, dropping 

the cost of $60,000, but he could do no better. 

Harris then told Morris to draw 

so soon as a Cargo is delivered at Fort Coffee for 
the amount of that Cargo and in every instance the 
bill must be accompanied by our certificate of the 
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quantity and that it has been delivered according 
to the contract both as to time and condition • • • 20 
confer freely with Lt. Searight and learn his views. 

Collins used this same method of pay when he received the 

200,000 rations from Neswanger and Deshler at Little Rock 

for $32,000. The rations bound for Fort Coffee could not 

all be shipped together--Searight encountered a shortage 

of corn which prevented him from purchasing the total amount. 

Morris employed John M. Caldwell in Cincinnati and sent 

him with the first transport bound for the Choctaw Nation 

in early May to receive the provisions as they arrived. 

Brooke remained in Ohio to assist Morris as he prepared to 

complete the shipment.^ Chickasaw dollars allowed these 

military and civilian disbursers and purchasers to obtain 

the food supplies which the United States Government deemed 

necessary for the tribal transition. Complicating human 

factors had, however, forced the cost of this essential to 

run higher than original estimates. 

In mid-May 1837, Upshaw had difficulty cashing a 

government draft drawn for $10,000 on the Chickasaw Removal 

account at the local bank in Pontotoc, Mississippi. Phillips 

had left the Chickasaw to handle their own problems and 

returned to Louisville, Kentucky, to be with his desperately 

ill wife. Her condition caused Phillips to be unable to 

receive rations from William Thorns for the Beloved Warriors 

at Memphis. Thorns blamed the earlier loss of corn on the 

wharf boat on this delay, as well as $285 spent for drayage, 
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storage, and labor. Finally, Memphis Receiver W.B. Winchester 

and Assistant Agent Vanderslice received the goods, but 

Thorns charged that the price had increased by $4,285. On 

27 May, as costs soared, Morris and Brooke left Cincinnati 

for Fort Coffee to inventory the rations there.^ 

Army Indian Removal Disbursing Agent J. Van Home, who 

had formerly assisted the migrating Cherokee, reported from 

Fort Coffee on the first of June that the Chickasaw rations 

had not reached the Choctaw Nation by that time. The Arkansas 

river stayed at a good level, however, and Van Home, ordered 

by Collins to build rations sheds, had heard that many boats 

were on the water. Shelter building became a problem when 

few laborers could be obtained. In addition, cautioned 

Van Home, expensive structures would be needed to insure 

the safety of the rations. As he prepared to let a contract 

for between $15,000 and $20,000 for the ten 800 square-foot 

sheds, the steamer De Kalb docked with news that all the 

southwestern banks had stopped draft payments. Van Home's 

drafts drawn on the Planter's Bank of Tennessee and the 

Union Bank of Louisiana were refused for payment. The Panic 

(depression) of 1837 had caused a food preservation crisis 

for the Beloved Warriors. The disburser would use the hay 

storage building at Fort Coffee to store 1,000 barrels of 

rations, provided that a replacement structure could be built 

as soon as practicable. Another 1,000 barrels would be 

stored at the Choctaw Agency landing, and the remainder of 
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the 1,000,000 rations were to be placed in the old commissary 

store and the block house at Fort Smith, Arkansas. Without 

available funds, Van Home pledged to pay a party of off-duty 

soldiers to aid in storing the provisions.^3 

At Pontotoc, Upshaw speculated that between 1,000 and 

1,500 Chickasaw would depart for the Choctaw Nation by the 

middle of June. Some delays in American hopes for speedy 

removal arose from Agent Reynold's inability to settle the 

sale of Chickasaw reservations in the East. Vanderslice, 

as he assisted Upshaw in enrolling persons for the westward 

trek, reported that many people, both natives and whites, were 

attempting to defraud the less-informed Beloved Warriors 

and thereby reap large profits. In spite of all difficulties, 

thought, Vanderslice predicted that at least 500 Chickasaw 

would start for the West that summer--a somewhat more con-

servative estimate than Upshaw had allowed. The superintendent 

soon revised his prognostication to 600 or 700, saying that 

the ehiefs in the McGilbery district were "contrary." Chief 

John McLish, in particular, drew criticism from Upshaw for 

attempting to "make a fortune" from the removal.^ 

Emmuby, chief counselor to the tribal king, was working 

hard to enlist his people for a spring migration. He told 

Van Buren that the president had four "sons" in the Chickasaw 

Nation, one in each of its chieftain's four districts. Three 

of them, Isaac Albertson, Ioh-te-ho-to-pa, and E-o-iche-tubby, 

were good, and one, McGilbery, was bad. Two new enrollment 
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agents, William Guy and Francis Roche, had joined Upshaw, 

and, along with Millard and Vanderslice, worked to assist 

the Beloved Warriors in starting their trek to the West. A 

white interpreter, John Mizzles, elicited praise from the 

2 S 

Indians as being the best interpreter in the nation. 

Harris expressed regret that Upshaw could not fulfill 

the expectations which had arisen from earlier representations 

the superintendent and others had made to the Department of 

War. The administration had believed that as many as one-half 

of the Chickasaw would move that spring and had made preparations 

accordingly by purchasing the rations that this alleged 

number of people would consume and then depositing them at 

Memphis, Little Rock, and Fort Coffee. The commissioner asked 

his removal superintendent to continue efforts to induce as 

large a removal as possible during the spring season. He 

had already ordered Searight to cease all purchases at 

Cincinnati relating to removal of the Beloved Warriors. 

In the meantime, rations for the Beloved Warriors had 

arrived at Fort Coffee on two steamboats. On the Princeton, 

Caldwell arrived with all the authority of an army disbursing 

agent. His views clashed with those of Van Home, who had 

already made arrangements to store the rations, and the army 

disburser offered to give him full authority. Caldwell, 

however, positively refused the responsibility, saying that 

he had decided that Van Horne was correct after all. Van Home 

acceded and commenced his original plan. As he pointed out, 
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the storehouse at the Choctaw Agency, further up the river, 

would be more convenient to the Chickasaw settlements than 

Fort Coffee. Those facilities at Fort Smith would be almost 

equally convenient--both lay within the limit where the 

tribe was authorized to settle. The storage program would 

also save the Chickasaw money.^ 

Word spread among the Americans that the tribe might 

not move until autumn and then that only 600 might take part. 

Many barrels of the Chickasaw pork in storage at the Choctaw 

Agency landing on the Arkansas river had no brine to act 

as a preservative. Numerous barrels had been defective when 

they were received, and exposure to the excessive heat of 

the mid-June sun at that season caused them to leak. The 

containers needed to be repaired and rebrined, or the meat 

would spoil. Salt rations could be used for brining purposes, 

but a cooper would be needed to restave the barrels. Van 

Home held out little hope that the corn he had stored could 

be kept from spoiling. Brooke and Morris had taken more 

corn to Fort Coffee on the steamboat Echo's Keel, and it, 

too, would probably spoil. The false predictions made by 

Upshaw and others of an early removal had caused a crisis 

of Chickasaw provisions. Between heavy showers, Van Home 

continued to store corn from the Indian--!,100 two-bushel 

sacks. Some whites around the Choctaw landing offered to 

take portions of corn and agreed to repay it at Fort Coffee 

for the Chickasaw whenever their agent might require it, 
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with a twenty to thirty day notice. All Chickasaw provisions 

in the Choctaw Nation could be stored, but the problem remained 

one of preserving them.^ 

As white men stewed along the removal path, a lurking 

danger in the Chickasaw District became more obvious. A 

statement from the Choctaw agency read: 

The Indian country on the southwest frontier is 
filled with Mexican emissaries. Some five or six 
have been seen among the wild Indians, and have induced 
them to take up arms against Texas. They have . . . 
crossed over our line . . . and have made a general 
invitation to our emigrant tribes to join in the 
contest, offering horses, arms, ammunition, and all 
the plunder they can take--besides a peaceable possession 
of Texas if they can succeed in driving off the 
inhabitants. These invitations, I assure you, have 
created no little sensation among our Indians, many 
of whom are poor, and are ready for adventure--spiced 
a little with feelings of an ardent love for the 
Texans--they being a branch-in the American family; 
and if we have not a war immediately on this frontier, 
it will be owing to the prompt gathering of a military 
force at some point on Red river, which I do not see 
any sign of. Parties of friendly Indians come in 
daily, complaining of depredations being committed 
on them by the wild Indians. Several travelling 
parties (American) have been plundered and driven in 
from the prairies by Comanches, who have been urged 
to these acts by their Mexican allies. This state 
of things ought not to last long.29 

The Beloved Warriors were moving into a land still 

smoldering from the initial armed conflict between Americans, 

Mexicans, and Great Plains Indians over control of the Texas 

borderland. In a move which obviously provided more 

stability for the Chickasaw, the Office of Indian Affairs 

appointed Gaines P. Kingsbury as its acting agent in the 

West. The position offered permanency upon satisfactory 
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performance. The new agent, a former army dragoon, had 

visited parts of the Chickasaw District and could help the 

Indians locate their new homes. He would report to Armstrong 

at Fort Coffee to receive instructions, but Captain Jacob 

Brown, army disbursing agent at Little Rock, outlined a 

scheme by which Kingsbury would take charge of the arriving 

groups at Fort Coffee, assist them in the selection of 

locations, and attend to their wants and comforts. Other 

duties were to include distributing subsistence and super-

intending Chickasaw interests to the benefit of the United 

States government. Until the Indians arrived, the new 

agent would report to Armstrong and secure the rations around 

Fort Coffee.30 

The tribal groups still had not begun their removal. 

Upshaw thought at first that about 300 might head west on 

25 June, but he could not be certain about the "slow people 

to move." A major factor delaying the departure continued 

to be white merchants in the old nation who influenced the 

Beloved Warriors to accumulate as much debt as possible. 

The removal superintendent asked Harris to stop the pay of 

all the tribe until they arrived in the Choctaw Nation. 

Such a policy he thought would cause the Chickasaw emigration 

to move more rapidly. Time, however, now also worked against 

Upshaw's desires, as most of the tribe expressed opposition 

to moving in the heat of summer, and he could only promise 
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his superiors that he would start toward Memphis on 23 June 

7 I 

with an unspecified number of migrants. x 

Rations, in the meantime, continued to arrive for the 

Chickasaw at Fort Coffee. With labor and materials remaining 

in short supply, few new or refurbished shelters could be 

provided for these perishables. Heat and exposure in 

shipping had caused tons of shelled corn to be already at 

the point of spoilage. Van Home loaned 365 sacks of corn 

and sixty barrels of flour to a contractor for up to one 

year. Corn at that time brought $1.50 per bushel at Fort 

Coffee, and by 4 July all but 300 sacks of Chickasaw corn 

had been delivered. The tribe owned far more of the 
32 

valuable grain than they needed for the year. 

Harris knew by July that the War Department stood to 

lose great amounts of Chickasaw funds due to the spoilage 

of corn, flour, and pork. He expected no great number of 

tribe to start migrating until fall, if then. The American 

bureaucracy had poorly but not intentionally coordinated 

another forced tribal removal. Amazingly, government planners 

had not learned from earlier migration experiences with the 

Choctaw, Cherokee, Creek, and Seminole how to judge departure 

dates for tribal groups under pressure to move. Salvage 

attempts would be necessary to prevent the crisis of 

rations spoilage from mounting into a full-blown disaster. 

Accordingly, the commissioner ordered Collins at Little 

Rock to take immediate steps to prevait Chickasaw losses. 
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These steps included the use of timely precautions with the 

pork, corn, and other items by selling articles likely to 

spoil or by exchanging them, as Van Home had earlier done 

in the Choctaw Nation. Any other expedient measures were 

left up to the disburser, as were all "reasonable expenditures" 

connected with the matter. All these expenses would, of 

course, be borne by the Beloved Warriors. Upshaw soon 

reported that much of the tribe's corn stored at Memphis 

had already spoiled, and by the middle of August it would 

not even be usable for animal forage. The superintendent 

and Phillips therefore decided to sell all the good Chickasaw 

corn which remained at the first stop on the migration route. 

Collins contracted with Matthew More of Crawford County, 

Arkansas, for $200 to overhaul, rebrine, recooper, and then 

restore the 1,500 barrels of tribal pork stored at Fort 

Smith. 

As summer began, the Panic of 1837 made a greater impact 

upon the already critical condition of Chickasaw affairs. 

The Administration had erroneously supposed that the tribe's 

eastern lands could be sold at a rate which would provide 

funds to cover current removal, subsistence expenses, and 

the purchase of new lands. By June, however, the limited 

demand for land, along with its depreciated value, caused 

the Beloved Warriors to be short of cash. Article XIII of 

the Treaty of Washington of 1834 provided a solution to the 

problem but also created complexities. The United States 
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could sell a portion of the stock in which the tribal fund 

had been invested or could advance the necessary amount 

upon a guarantee and pledge of an equal amount of this stock. 

The first mode required the sanction of both president and 

Senate, while the second approach could be authorized by 

the president alone. Since all the tribal fund had been 

invested in stock, the Administration elected to follow the 

second option and requested the secretary of the treasury to 

advance the Chickasaw the sum of $100,000 upon a pledge of 

their stock. The amount would be repaid from the proceeds 

of future land sales, when they were received.^ 

The crisis of 1837 also developed from early Chickasaw 

chieftains' statements that they were ready to move quickly. 

With no experience, but many examples set by their former 

neighbors, they could have given the administration some 

more realistic estimates of their desired dates and numbers 

for departure. They could not, however, control American 

overreaction or the economic depression of 1837 which drove 

the value of their stock too low to be sold and made the 

demand for their old lands to be inadequate to support the 

removal expenses. Weather problems then worked to usher in 

the ultimate crisis when intense summer heat combined with 

high humidity rotted the too-abundant tribal rations stored 

at Memphis, Little Rock, and Fort Coffee. 
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CHAPTER VII 

NOT AFRAID TO DIE 

Removal Superintendent Upshaw finally addressed the 

Chickasaw collectively on 13 May 1837. He congratulated 

them for wishing to move by water, it being the best, cheapest, 

and quickest way to go. Provisions purchased in Ohio, where 

they were cheaper, waited for the tribe at Memphis, Little 

Rock, and Fort Coffee, where they would be convenient for 

dispersal to the tribe. Upshaw had come to go west with 

them, to take care of them, and to see that none of their 

people lacked anything. He was ready to do all that he 

could for the tribe. Since a great number of the Chickasaw 

were spending their money, making no crops, getting drunk 

and being cheated out of their money by white men, thus 

forcing women and children to go hungry, Upshaw told them 

that they should move as soon as possible. They needed to 

go in time to build houses before winter in order to keep 

the cold from their wives and children, even if they had to 

sell unharvested crops in the field and buy food from the 

Choctaw.^ 

The superintendent assured the tribe's incompetent members 

that they would receive all the money from their land sales 

upon reaching their new homes. In the western district the 
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Beloved Warriors could buy live-stock with their money. 

Through his superintendent, President Van Buren had requested 

that the tribe migrate that spring, since water in the 

Arkansas river would be low in the summer and fall, and 

steamboat fares would be higher in the late seasons. Besides, 

advised the American leader, there would be plenty to eat 

in the West, and no whites were present with whiskey to make 

them drunk and cheat them of their money. The most critical 

factor continued to be the need for an early removal. The 

Choctaw had previously removed late in the season and had 

suffered greatly--they had not built houses for shelter from 

the cold and rain. If whites had credit claims against 

tribal incompetents, they could send an agent to the West 

to collect the debt. In the East, feared the superintendent, 

Chickasaw funds would be spent on whiskey. 

On 28 May representatives from each of the four Chickasaw 

districts met to hold a removal council. They would then 

attempt to gather volunteers for the trip west on 7 June. 

Upshaw thought that maybe 1,000 would make the initial 

trek. From Fort Coffee Choctaw Agent William Armstrong 

offered to attend to the Beloved Warrior's needs as they 

arrived and supervise their interests. Before they could 

move, however, tragedy struck. Old Emubby, chief counselor 

to the tribal king, who had worked indefatigably to begin 

the migration, was murdered by an American named Smith. When 

challenged by the armed white man, the Chickasaw had leaped 
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from his horse, pulled open his shirt, and invited his 

challenger to shoot a man who was not afraid to die. The 

7 

white was not afraid to kill an aging Beloved Warrior. 

Although many whites feared that Emubby's murder would 

delay removal, the Beloved Warriors continued to organize 

for the event. A group of 465 tribal members accompanied 

by Upshaw, together with John M. Millard, conductor, 

William R. Guy, assistant conductor, Captain James A. Phillips, 

disbursing agent, and C.G. Keenan, directing physician, 

reached Memphis on 4 July. They crossed to the west bank 

of the Mississippi river without delay and went to Camp 

Kimble. At Upshaw's insistence they waited for stragglers 

for one day and then delayed for another day when the ferry 

failed to deliver needed rations and forage until late in 
the afternoon.^ 

Problems resulting in the loss of some tribal horses 

delayed the group until 11:00 a.m. the next day. Then they 

marched without interruption until 4:30 p.m., when a severe 

rainstorm forced them to camp thirteen miles out. Doctor 

Keenan had "two or three" sick Chickasaw sent by boat to 

Rock Roe, a point on the White River through which these 

land migrants would later pass. At 8:00 a.m. the following 

day they began a march of five miles which brought them to 

the end of the improved road and into a twelve mile wide 

swamp beside Black Fish lake, really a southward flowing 

bayou connecting with the St. Francis river, which would be 
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crossed later. Two wagons had been left two miles behind 

on the road as the group struggled to the bayou.^ 

The stragglers were brought up the next morning as the 

principal party occupied themselves at crossing the Black 

Fish waterway, a width approaching 150 yards. Horses, still 

fatigued from crossing the swamp, struggled as they swam 

the clear smooth stream with a "tolerably" strong current. 

When the Chickasaw had reached the west bank, they rested 

their animals until the next morning. Leaving early, they 

traveled boggy roads and through mud and water, often as 

deep as the axletrees of the wagons. After covering about 

eight miles, the emigrants pitched tents at Camp Guy. On 

11 July they crossed the St. Francis river and reached Camp 

Marietta, three miles to the West. The Chickasaw had finally 

cleared the "Great Mississippi Swamp" without any serious 

accident and with only some minor damage to their wagons. 

The sick, who had earlier been sent ahead by boat, rejoined 

the group as they rested for a day. They repaired wagons, 

adjusted baggage, made a head count, and attended to other 

"indispensable business."^ 

With an early start the next morning, the trekkers moved 

without difficulty on good roads for thirteen miles to Camp 

Langville. A few Beloved Warriors quit the march at a grocery 

store to drink whiskey and become intoxicated. Leaving at 

8:00 a.m. again the next day, the main party covered ten 

miles of low and sometimes "desperately boggy" road, with all 
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wagons eventually pulling into Cyprus Camp. Again crossing 

on bad roads and in heavy rains the next day, they reached 

Camp Upshaw, located in flat country covered with post oak 

timber. The party had become scattered by this point and 

did not move out on 16 July until 3:00 p.m. Some thirty-nine 

new Chickasaw joined the migrants as they moved on a good 

road for six miles to Camp Keeling. After fourteen miles 

of easy marching, all 500 reached the juncture of White river 

and Cache creek.'' 

Because of the poor condition of the ferry at White river 

the entire party could not cross on 18 July. After a late 

start the next day, they passed through the "noted" White 

river bottom for four miles and camped that evening at 

Rock Roe bridge. The number of Chickasaw had by this time 

increased to over 500, and all expressed impatience to start 

their march through the "great prairies." In a move to 

avoid excessive heat, the next march delayed until 6:00 p.m. 

and then crossed twenty-five miles of prairie by dark, 

arriving at "Mrs. Black's place" before daylight of 21 July. 

Then they waited until two in the morning of the twenty-second, 

crossed nine miles to two miles past the prairie, where they 

reached Camp Tharp, where they laid over for a day. After 

a thirteen mile journey, the trekkers stayed the next evening 

at Camp Phillips on a small bayou to the east of Little Rock, 

arriving at the Arkansas river at 4:00 p.m. on 25 July. 

Fifty-one tribal members had joined the group since it had 
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left Memphis. They halted for one day to prepare for the 

journey further to the West. In a short time, however, 

Gouveneur Morris, the army disburser, came by the camp and 

announced that he had been unable to supply rations because 

he could not hire any wagons. This situation caused further 

delays, which were slowly overcome.^ 

At Little Rock, the Chickasaw had to make a choice as 

to which route they would take to the Choctaw Nation. Emubby 

had told them to follow a land route down to Red river, and 

many prepared to adhere to the martyred leader's advice. All 

the white agents ordered the Red river group to abandon its 

plans, and the tribal leaders went into two different 

councils for a decision. Finally, they elected to go against 

the wishes of the whites and to follow Emubby's directions. 

Millard and his helpers then developed a great argument 

against the council's decision. After much talk, all parties 

agreed to compromise. The tribe's women, children, and the 

infirm would board the steamboat Indian and ride to Fort 

Coffee in the Choctaw Nation, while the young men would go 

with Chief Samuel Sealy overland with the horses. Much 

to the conductor's chagrin, however, about 300 of Sealy's 

men then declared that they would also accompany their chief 

to the Red river by way of Fort Towson and would go no other 

way. The bureaucrats pointed out that there would be little 

food between Little Rock and Fort Towson, reminding the 

Indians that the tribe owned large deposits of food at Fort 
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Coffee, but the Chickasaw would not listen and adhered 

to Emubby's directions. Finally, on the afternoon of 27 July, 

Keenan, Millard, and Morris, who had replaced Phillips, 

boarded the Indian with 150 Chickasaw and all the baggage, 

bound for Fort Coffee. Assistant Conductor Guy left at the 

same time by land for Fort Coffee with a party of thirty 

Beloved Warriors, "about" 100 horses, and two wagons. Sealy's 

party decided to move at their own pace toward the Red river.® 

Disregarding the plan for an all-water emigration, the 

first party of official emigrants had made good time under 

trying conditions. Phillips produced much of this success 

when he made the decision at Memphis to use Chickasaw corn, 

which would soon spoil, as forage for the horses. Upshaw 

and Phillips believed that the remainder of the tribe would 

not depart from the East until September or October. Both 

thought that the corn rations would soon spoil: Upshaw had 

seen the Creek's sacked and shelled corn spoil by 1 August 

the previous year. The Americans would sell all Chickasaw 

corn while it remained expensive and scarce and then would 

attempt to buy more at a better price in the autumn when 

the anticipated bumper crop would be harvested. Then, 

the remainder of the tribe would depart for the Choctaw 

Nation.^ 

Five days after departing Little Rock, the Indian 

arrived at Fort Coffee. One woman had fallen overboard and 

had drowned before help could reach her. Some passengers 
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had become ill, but Keenan had cured them with his medicine. 

The first group had arrived, albeit not by the original 

route they had envisioned. Upshaw charged that the same 

tribal chiefs who had requested steamboats had then refused 

to ride on them, causing many of the tribe to migrate by 

land. The 170 Beloved Warriors at Fort Coffee camped and 

waited for the remainder of their group. They wanted to 

move on into the Chickasaw District as quickly as possible, 

but Acting Agent Gaines P. Kingsbury refused to approve this 

suggestion. It would be impractical to haul the necessary 

supplies into the District, and besides, that section of the 

country remained too isolated for habitation until military 

protection could be provided. The Plains Indians would soon 

steal all Chickasaw horses, he claimed. Most of the group 

wanted to move to the intersection of the Washita and Red 

rivers, a place which Kingsbury had visited as a dragoon 

in 1834. Mountains prevented anyone wishing to clear a 

road from Fort Coffee to the intersection. The agent saw 

two alternatives: exchange the Fort Coffee rations for 

cattle, which could be driven to the desired region; or sell 

the rations and purchase corn and cattle on the Red river, 

from which point all could much more easily be moved to the 

mouth of the Washita. Emubby had apparently suspected such 

problems when he advised his people to move from Little Rock 

to the Red river.^ 
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Kingsbury recommended that the United States Army re-

occupy the temporary fort, which had been established at 

the mouth of the Washita river in 1834. Located approximately 

thirty miles east of the Cross Timbers, it could serve as 

protection for the Chickasaw and other settlers on the 

extreme western frontier. The acting agent advised his 

tribe to explore their new district thoroughly before 

selecting a permanent place of settlement. Leaders decided 

to send out scouts and to keep the larger party camped 

around Fort Coffee. Armstrong, in the meantime, traveled 

to Red river in anticipation of the Chickasaws' arrival.12 

Millard had to wait around Fort Coffee until 4 August 

with the first party of Beloved Warriors--Kingsbury did not 

show up for two days to meet them. Then he and Morris 

returned to Little Rock, arriving there on 9 August. The 

conductor believed that the Chickasaw emigration had perhaps 

caused its American agents more "exposure, vexation, and 

expense" than any of the previous removals. From Little 

Rock he began to follow the "refactory and ungovernable" 

people migrating by land to Red river, in "defiance" of the 

agents. Unable to speak directly to the tribe, Millard, 

at the suggestion of Armstrong, had hired the Choctaw 

interpreter, Daniel McCurtain, to accompany him.^ 

Leaving Little Rock on 10 August, the conductor's party 

overtook "seventy or eighty" stragglers about five miles out 

of town. Some of these people were sick, but when Millard 
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attempted to send them back to the water route, they claimed 

they would rather die than leave Emubby's predesignated 

line of travel. The American agent then hired a wagon to 

transport the sick as they traveled about five miles further 

before camping. On the next day, after moving six miles, 

"about twenty" Chickasaw appeared in a camp. One woman had 

died, and another woman and a child were bedfast. They 

spent the following day caring for the sick, burying the 

dead woman, and procuring wagons to send to Little Rock for 

provisions. Morris and Millard held a meeting with the 

entire group on 13 August after the burial of a little boy, 

who had died earlier that morning, but they remained in camp. 

The Indians spent the next day hunting for game and the 

horses which they and the Americans believed had been stolen 

by whites. Deer hunting proved to be highly profitable, 

and the hunters had difficulty in forcing themselves to move 

on.14 

On 15 August the migrants found all but five of their 

missing horses. The bells from the missing horses had been 

cut off, and their tracks indicated that they had been driven 

away and stolen in the night. Whites, in spite of the 

agent's efforts to the contrary, persisted in selling "ardent 

spirits" to the tribe all along the route. As a result, many 

Indians displayed feelings of dissatisfaction, hostility, 

and confusion over what they were doing. After traveling a 

short distance, all quit the march in a heavy afternoon rain. 
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Two extremely ill people had to be carried in hand litters. 

Early the next morning, the men went to catch their horses 

and returned with them loaded with deer. Only three more miles 

were crossed that day. On 17 August a few Chickasaw, 

accompanied by the Americans and the Choctaw interpreter, 

took the teams and wagons on to the Washita river, a distance 

of twelve miles, while the remainder of the party moved two 

and one-half miles before camping again. After a day passed, 

the agents and interpreter returned in "pursuit" of them and 

found that many had again gone hunting. Millard assembled 

those in camp, including most of the "principal men (leaders)," 

and informed them of what he considered to be their obligations 

to migrate in a more efficient manner.^ 

Morris then read a letter to the Indians which he had 

written from Washita Crossing. It said: 

I deem it my duty to report to the officer US 
Army commanding Fort Towson, that a party of three 
hundred and fifty Chickasaw Indians now emigrating 
to their District under John M Millard . . . and myself 
. . . have refused to proceed . . . [and] say they 
will have their own time and manner to get to their 
country, and seem to take great satisfaction in 
disregarding all directions and orders they receive 
from us. 

These Indians crossed the Arkansas River at 
Little Rock on the 28th of July to go to Fort Towson, 
Contrary to the orders of Maj. Upshaw the Sup. of 
Chickasaw Removal and the Agents in Charge of them and 
have only progressed . . . forty-five miles. They 
hunt and loiter about the habitations of the Citizens 
and Create serious apprehensions and complaints 
among them. They have not shown the least disposition 
to be hostile, but there is behind their actions 
something I cannot account for. 

Under all the Circumstances I believe it could 
be very proper to use military force to compel them 
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to remove, and accordingly request you to dispatch 
to this place, with as little delay as possible Two 
Companies of Infantry to conduct these Indians out 
of the State of Arkansas . . . . ° 

Morris expressed regret to the emigrants that their 

behavior had forced his actions. If they would change their 

ways and begin to cover eight to ten miles per day, keeping 

up with the teams and wagons, he pledged not to mail his 

letter. This threat, which produced visions of open violence 

with the United States Government, brought a pledge from 

the Beloved Warriors to comply with any directions they 

received from the agents. On 20 August the entire company 

crossed the Washita and pitched camp on the right bank. 

With ample young cane growing in the river bottom, the horses 

and ponies grazed as they pleased. The next morning a baby 

died, and the group stopped after five miles for the burial 

services. A few continued on in three wagons for eight miles 

to a large brook and made a camp. The day turned hot as they 

traveled through rough, broken country. After all group 

members caught up on the following day, they moved on for 

six more miles to Prairie bayou. A wagon broke down and 

had to be unloaded and abandoned in the continuing heat. To 

keep spirits up, the hunters provided almost every camp with 

good supplies of venison and turkey as they moved through 

the best hunting country of the entire trek. "Hunting" 

remained good also for whites, who stole several of the 

tribe's finest horses.-'-'7 
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On 23 August the migrants reached Caddo Crossing and 

hired a team and wagon to go back to Prairie bayou for the 

sick and the baggage left there with the broken wagon. They 

rested over for a day and bought some fresh beef, as they 

again waited for stragglers. After the difficult task of 

catching their horses the next morning, the march brought 

the company to a camp characterized by scarce and bad water. 

At the next day's camp, two miles west of Antwine bridge, 

more valuable horses were stolen. The Beloved Warriors 

discovered that a gang of horse thieves was following them, 

taking animals at every opportunity. The next camp, Coxe's 

Stand, proved to be heavily forested, and again the thieves 

stole several horses. By 29 August, the migrants crossed 

the Little Missouri river in hot, dry weather. Americans 

came out to this camp from Murphesborough, county seat of 

Pike County, Arkansas, and persisted in selling a large 

supply of whiskey to the thirty Chickasaw. The party divided 

here, and about two-thirds of the trekkers, including the 

leader, Sealy, stayed in camp all day, "indulging in 

dissipation." The company regrouped later, although several 

of them were still drunk. The country now began to turn to 

scrub oak with little grass. The horses were kept up and 

given fodder to prevent more thefts.^ 

The weather cooled as the marchers crossed Holly creek 

over bad road with no water and then camped a mile and one-half 

east of the Cossatot river, on the last evening of August. 
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They waited here for one day because Sealy's son was quite 

ill. On 2 September the trekkers moved to a spring only 

ten miles from the border of the Choctaw Nation. Morris 

went on with the teams to the Choctaw line and discharged 

and paid them off. The group then moved across the Choctaw 

line, stopping to bury the Sealy boy, who had died on 

3 September. Millard and Morris went twenty-two miles west 

on 5 September and negotiated a contract with Choctaw Chief 

David Folsom to feed the Chickasaw for 8$ per ration. On 

10 September, with the first official Chickasaw removed, 

the Americans left for Fort Coffee on their way to join 

Upshaw. The Beloved Warriors had thus followed all three 

of the removal routes from Little Rock taken by the Choctaw 

in their earlier removal.^ 

Upshaw blamed his problems in organizing the removal 

in part on the inflation existing in the old Chickasaw 

Nation. He had even requested more funds from Harris with 

which to pay his assistants. Since common laborers in 

Mississippi received $1.50 per day plus board, the superintendent 

predicted the loss of his helpers, especially Interpreter 

Mizzels, if he could not increase their pay. Phillips pointed 

out to Harris that no Chickasaw could be made ready for 

removal without an interpreter. The disburser also noted 

that he had been forced to retain an assistant agent and 

interpreter to collect the remaining eastern Choctaw for 

removal. The Department of War granted the pay demands of 
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these agents--all would receive $4.00 per day plus expenses 

incurred during actual travel with the Beloved Warriors.20 

As the 170 emigrants at Fort Coffee continued to express 

their desire to move directly to their district of the 

Choctaw Nation, Kingsbury again pointed out to them that such 

a route would not be feasible. Provisions simply could not 

be transported there from the fort. The agent also explained 

that the Chickasaw section of country remained too exposed 

to hostile Plains Indians to allow settlement. Indeed, the 

district lay upon the most exposed frontier of the Choctaw 

Nation, where "predatory incursions" of Comanche, Kiowa, 

and Pawnee would quickly result in a loss of all the Chickasaw 

horses, which might in turn lead to more "fatal results." 

The group at Fort Coffee would be too small to defend itself, 

Kingsbury feared. From the Choctaw Agency, Armstrong now 

directed the Beloved Warriors to a good spring about a mile 

away from the agency headquarters. With rations available 

at Fort Coffee, the Choctaw agent expressed confidence that 

about half of the Beloved Warriors would "settle promiscuously 

with the Choctaw," while Chickasaw scouts looked over the 

tribe's district. He predicted that the wealthy Chickasaw 

slaveholders would all eventually settle below Fort Towson on 

Red river to raise cotton, whereas the tribe's less affluent 

stock raisers would settle "promiscuously" through the 

entire Choctaw Nation. Only when and if the tribe migrated 

to their own district would they require an agent.2-'-
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On the Red river, meanwhile, the Chickasaw, led by-

Captain Sealy, elected not to travel to Fort Coffee. 

Provisions would have to be hauled to this group from the 

Fort Coffee depot or a new supply of rations would have to be 

purchased from them. Armstrong had to make a decision concern-

ing this matter. Collins may have influenced this decision 

by suggesting that a "large proportion" of the entire tribe 

would settle along the Red river and that it would be "entirely 

impracticable" to supply them from the depot at Fort Coffee. 

The commissioner thus authorized Armstrong to make a contract 

to supply the Red river trekkers from local supplies. All 

Chickasaw rations at Fort Gibson and Fort Coffee would then 

be sold at the highest price obtainable.22 It appeared that 

a salvage operation of the hastily-bought and distributed 

rations could be accomplished, especially in a country as 

short on supplies as the war-torn American Southwest of 1837. 

Emubby's orders to his people and their partial response 

had altered a migration, already complicated by poor coor-

dination and economic panic, with the addition of resentment 

and distrust for both Chickasaw and whites. Collins, for 

example, described Sealy!s break from the first group of 

trekkers at Little Rock as improper and "fraught with trouble 

and much unnecessary expense." The disburser concluded 

that natives could not be allowed to choose any route that 

might please them. At the same time, Collins revealed that 

he had been in the Choctaw Nation in August 1837, and, while 
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there, he had observed that the Beloved Warriors could not 

settle in their own district without at least losing all 

their horses to the "wilde indians," if not experiencing 

greater misfortune. This report concurred with the earlier 

report of Acting Chickasaw Agent Kingsbury. Collins had 

also taken the liberty of selecting a site about thirty-seven 

miles east of Fort Towson, near the main road, in the vicinity 

of Eagletown, where the emigrants could encamp with all the 

requirements for comfort, for as long as necessary. Provisions 

could be purchased at a "fair price" and "worn out" Chickasaw 

horses could be ranged there. This was the site for which 

Conductor Millard had negotiated on behalf of the Sealy-led 

group on 5 Semtember. Many Choctaw did not desire the 

Chickasaw to stop in the eastern part of the Choctaw Nation, 

and Collins thus thought it advisable to make some camping 

and subsistance arrangements. Split off from their Fort 

Coffee kinsmen, Sealy's party, called by Morris "perfectly 

insubordinate and disposed to retard . . . by all the means 

in their power," prepared for a lengthy sojourn at Eagletown.23 

As summer heat waned in the Southwest, the Panic of 1837 

waxed on in the form of reduced land sales in the old Chickasaw 

Nation. The effect continued to manifest itself in the 

form of a declining money supply from which to pay removal 

expenses. Harris assured bank cashier James Hall at 

Cincinnati that the United States Treasury would soon receive 

enough funds from land sales to make good the drafts issued 



171 

by disbursers for the Chickasaw. With funds running low, 

the disbursers took a parsimonious approach to any new 

purchases of corn. Money shortages for disbursers were 

soon matched by those reported by the Chickasaw migrants 

camped near Fort Coffee. These people, whom Armstrong 

presumed to be of the poorer class and incompetent to handle 

any money received from the sale of their eastern land, 

expressed a great desire for Agent Reynolds to send their 

funds so that they could purchase stock and other articles 

necessary to begin a new livlihood. Armstrong assured 

Harris that these Beloved Warriors could never use their 

money to better advantage than at that time. American economic 

conditions would, however, cause any such advantages for the 

Chickasaw to pass, because of an absence of tribal funds.^ 

With the cool weather of autumn making travel conditions 

easier, Upshaw and his staff began preparations for a major 

Chickasaw migration. Kingsbury continued to insist upon a 

military fort close to the mouth of the Washita river for 

the protection of the tribe, while the superintendent prepared 

to pitch camps in the old nation in four different locations. 

Kingsbury would remain in each camp for about ten days col-

lecting migrants before starting West, and he believed that 

three-fourths of the tribe would depart between November 1 

and 10 of that year. Guy and Keenan had returned to Pontotoc, 

and Millard and Morris were expected to arrive soon. Since 

Brooke and Langtree had not yet appeared, Upshaw hired 
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W.J. Wilburn and Joseph Cherry as removal agents, with 

James Walker also being hired as another surgeon for an 

emmigration party. If another group of Beloved Warriors 

split as the first one had at Little Rock, the Americans 

would be in a position to send a physician with each group. 

Regardless of conditions in the Chickasaw District, the 

Americans prepared to escort the majority of the Beloved 

Warriors to the West that autumn.25 

While trekkers gathered in the East, the Chickasaw 

around Fort Coffee worked their way up the Canadian river 

to a point near Pleasant Bluff. Kingsbury had hired teams 

to haul these people with a month's supply of provisions 

to their new encampment. The acting agent then went to Red 

river to assist the migrants. He told them that they had 

increased the tribe's expenses by walking to Red river instead 

of taking a steamboat to Fort Coffee, since the great supply 

of rations stored at the Arkansas river point would spoil 

while there were no provisions stored on the Red river for 

them. Sealy's group leaders then claimed that they had never 

intended to go by any other means than walking the entire 

route. The Chickasaw chiefs who had recommended that 

provisions be stored at Fort Coffee had done so without 

the Sealy party's knowledge or consent. When this group 

also requested to go to their own district, the agent explained 

the dangers there and confirmed arrangements with David 

Folsom to provision them around Eagletown until December 

1837.26 
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Whites continued to voice opposition to Emubby's policy 

of migrants traveling by land from Little Rock to the Red 

river. Armstrong, who had knowledge of the path--the Choctaw 

had also used it--advised his commissioner that little 

security could be expected along it. Since Chickasaw flour 

and pork at Fort Coffee and Fort Smith were of superior 

quality, the Choctaw agent elected not to sell either for 

less than "something like a fair price." Agent Brooke 

continued to act as supervisor of these provisions. Chickasaw 

pork and flour at Fort Gibson were of poorer quality, and 

Armstrong wished that it could be used to sustain Creek 

migrants. The Sealy group would soon move on out to Fort 

Towson and later would go to the Blue river, some sixty 

miles west of the fort. The Americans planned to haul corn 

thirty or forty miles out on this road. Beef would be 

purchased on the hoof and inexpensively driven to the Blue 

river area, which was perhaps the best grazing range in any 

part of the Indian country. Past the Blue river, however, 

few settlements could be found, and perhaps none in the 

Chickasaw District. Heavy migrations via the Red river 

route would produce even more problems, since the price of 

Texas corn had already soared to between $1.00 and $2.00 per 

bushel after the Sealy migrants had arrived.^ The Beloved 

Warriors on both the Canadian river and the Red river borders 

of the Choctaw Nation had experienced a common problem--they 
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could not take possession of their new land, and many did not 

wish to settle in any of the Choctaw Districts. 

To complicate matters even further, Kingsbury had to 

travel back and forth between Fort Coffee and the Red river 

to enroll Chickasaw migrants as they arrived in the West. 

He considered this task, as well as his vague subordination 

to Armstrong, to be frustrating. Perhaps he did not know 

it, but other men wished for the position about which he 

complained. Enrolling migrants and recovering their lost or 

stolen horses seemed desirable enough work for Muncy Jones 

of Quincy, Mississippi, who applied for the agent's position 

that autumn. Vice President Johnson recommended a Doctor 

Bybee for the position, also, but Agent Reynolds had not 

yet decided to resign, and thus Kingsbury held the acting 

agent's position in the West. Until a decision could be 

made, Armstrong would really direct Chickasaw movements. It 

would remain to be seen how the Choctaw agent could double 

as a service coordinator for the Beloved Warriors, who, true 

to their and Upshaw's summertime promise, began migrating 

again by steamboat from Memphis to Fort Coffee in the early 

2 8 
autumn. 

As the Panic of 1837 continued to plague both the whites 

and Chickasaw, Harris instructed his disbursers to draw 

bills upon the Office of Indian Affairs to defray the expenses 

of the anticipated movement, since the tribal fund remained 

too low to cover costs. The commissioner suspected that his 
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disbursers were spending excessive amounts of Chickasaw 

money on items such as steamboat transportation from Memphis 

to Fort Coffee and "continugent expenses." Although he was 

uncertain about this, Harris also believed that too many 

removal assistants and officers had been hired for the 

Chickasaw removal vis-a-vis their work with other removals. 

The recently-hired agents, Wilburn and Cherry, were thus to 

be dispensed with as soon as Upshaw could possibly get to 

it. The superintendent explained to Harris that he only 

needed the two new agents to help move the emigrants to 

Memphis, where they could board steamboats bound for Little 

Rock or Fort Coffee. The groups departing for the West in 

late October would probably total between 2,500 and 3,000 

individuals.^ 

Renewed movements along the removal paths called up 

the old problem of supplies once again. After the hot, damp 

summer of 1837 had helped to rot the stockpiled Chickasaw 

corn, those rations left in the West had diminished considerably 

Harris instructed Collins and Armstrong to deplete the existing 

rations by giving them to the Chickasaw before new rations 

contracts would be negotiated. Collins, who also served as 

disburser for the concurrent Creek removal, received a strong 

rebuke from the commissioner for taking unnecessary trips 

to New Orleans under the pretense of collecting funds for 

contractors, who could not cash their own drafts. Harris 

also ordered Collins to make no more contracts for subsisting 
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Indian emigrants until further instructions were issued. 

Turning next to Armstrong, the commissioner instructed him 

to investigate fully Kingsbury's report of danger from 

incursions by wild Indians in the Chickasaw District. The 

forthcoming arrival of large numbers of Beloved Warriors with 

no place to settle created a potential emergency for the 

Choctaw agent. In an effort to gain more control of the 

removal, Harris also ordered Upshaw to allow no migrating 

Chickasaw to take the route from Little Rock to the Red 

30 
river. 

Upshaw1s new approach would be to instruct the migrants 

that they could not deviate from the route prescribed for 

them. Once at Fort Coffee, they would be "regulated" by 

Superintendent ([of] Indian Affairs for the Western Territory) 

Armstrong. If any Chickasaw party refused to follow his 

instructions, the conductor would consult with Collins at 

Little Rock and, perhaps even with Armstrong, as to what 

course to pursue. Ultimately, however, the conductor, 

disbursing officer, and all other American agents should 

withdraw from the uncooperative Beloved Warriors and "afford 

them no aid or relief whatever." The Americans clearly 

intended to halt Chickasaw traffic along the slow and 

unprovisioned Red river route. Savings in horses not stolen 

along that path would alone justify this government policy.*^ 

While the Beloved Warriors loaded their wagons with 

everything possible for starting a new life in the wilderness, 
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other migrants prepared to join their westward flight. Some 

Creek had settled in the Chickasaw Nation, probably hoping 

that the latter would not be compelled to go to the West. 

After the Chickasaw signed the Treaty of Washington, however, 

these Creek received their own removal superintendent, R.E. 

Clements, and followed their Muskogean brothers over their 

"Trail of Tears." Morris was transferred to the position of 

disburser for these Creek. Of special significance for the 

Chickasaw would be the low level of the water in the Arkansas 

river. If they were to travel all the way to Fort Coffee by 

steamboat, the cost would be much higher if special keel 

boats would have to be purchased for towing them up-river 

behind steamboats. Phillips thought it might be advisable 

to land the migrants at Rock Roe on the White river and have 

them travel overland from that point, if adequate tribal 

wagons could cross through the great swamp on the west side 

of the Mississippi river. 

As the year waned, both Beloved Warriors and whites 

looked anxiously foward to completing the migration. It 

appeared conclusive that expenses would exceed original 

estimates. American agents expressed some surprise at the 

number of Chickasaw massing in the removal camps of the old 

nation that autumn. Phillips thought there might be as many 

as 5,000 going to the West. They next bivouaced at Camp 

Kimble across from Memphis on the west bank of the Mississippi 

just as their first party had done in the previous summer 
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and prepared either to cross the great swamp or to board 

steamboats. At the end of November, the Americans with them 

hoped to get on with the matter and to "terminate our 

troublesome and tedious duties in the emigration by the last of 

the ensuing month. 

Some critical issues remained to be resolved, however. 

The Chickasaw would decide at Little Rock whether or not 

they would agree with American orders not to follow Emubby's 

ordered Red river route. For the Americans remained the 

longer-range problems of providing promised security for 

Chickasaw life and property in the tribe's District and of 

solving the logistics of subsisting the Beloved Warriors in 

their new homeland. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

PIONEERS 

The Tusciimbia North A1 abamian reported on 10 November 

1837 that the entire Chickasaw tribe had already emigrated 

from the state under the charge of Upshaw. The migrants 

would board steamboats at Memphis and cruise to their new 

home--a country said by the newspaper to be desirable!1 

The newspaper then commented: 

In taking leave of our red breatheren [sic] and 
neighbours, we render them no more than a just 
tribute to their merit, when we say that they have 
always stood deservedly high as a nation of Indians. 
They have been, both in profession and practice, the 
friends of white men. In war, they have always 
been found enlisted in the cause of the Government, 
and not unfrequently their blood has been spilt in 
support of the cause of civilized man. 

Camping within a ten mile radius of Memphis, the 

Chickasaw trekkers numbered close to 4,000 by early November 

The superintendent planned to pursue an accelerated course 

of removal designed to save the tribe thousands of dollars. 

He would effect the emigration by transporting the tribe 

via water from Memphis to Fort Coffee for $14.50 per person, 

with the exception of a certain number of Indians needed 

to move the tribe's horses and wagons by land. If all went 

as Upshaw expected, no more than 600 Beloved Warriors would 

remain in the East by the spring of 1838. Two additional 
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agents had been hired to contract for wagons, distribute 

provisions to people along the different exodus routes, and 

provide general security for the migrants. Disburser Phillips 

requested $50,000, the entire amount authorized by the Office 

of Indian Affairs, to meet the additional expenses relative 

to removal. 

By 25 November four boatloads of Chickasaw had steamed 

from Memphis bound for Fort Coffee. As they moved down the 

Mississippi, the land trekkers were crossing to its west 

bank, preparing to herd horses and drive wagons to the 

Choctaw Nation. These land travelers had taken on no small 

task, since the tribe owned many fine wagons and teams and 

an "immense quantity" of baggage, along with "some four or 

five thousand poneys." Upshaw worked hard to influence 

the Beloved Warriors to "sell off" their horses, but to no 

avail. These animals consumed great amounts of food daily. 

For example, even though Upshaw rationed the "poneys" or 

horses to two quarts of corn per day plus any fodder or hay 

obtainable, even 4,000 horses would require a minimum of 

250 bushels of the expensive grain to survive every twenty-

four hours. To these rations the herders added eight quarts 

daily to feed their work horses and "steers" or oxen. For 

people who lived as the Chickasaw did, however, the animal 

rations were necessary expenditures of the tribal fund, 

since a Beloved Warrior would as soon have parted with his 

life as with one of his horses. The Indians complained to 
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Upshaw a great deal about his policy of giving such small 

allowances to their horses, reminding the superintendent 

that the tribe was paying for its own removal expense and 

that he should not starve their mounts. Upshaw, to the 

contrary, expressed shock at the large sum of money it would 

take to complete the migration and urged the Office of Indian 

Affairs to release to Phillips any funds he might request 

for removal purposes.^ 

Harris authorized the disburser to spend $25,000, one-

half of the amount requested, to complete the Chickasaw 

migration. The poor economic conditions which continued, 

especially in the Southwest, in 1837 apparently motivated 

the commissioner to be even more frugal with tribal funds 

than either the Chickasaw, Phillips, or even Upshaw had been. 

Harris instructed his disburser further to issue drafts 

for services payable in Washington, D.C., only, since 

Exchange on the East is understood to be at a considerable 

premium, in Nashville, and, indeed in all the Southwest." 

The commissioner of Indian affairs, already suspicious of 

the ways in which Chickasaw funds were being spent, suggested 

that all important letters concerning removal expenses be 

sent to him by the express mail via Nashville, in order that 

he would receive them in eight days from Memphis. To 

Disburser Collins at Little Rock, he sent orders to suspend 

any further sales of Chickasaw provisions, unless well-founded 

apprehensions of their spoilage and consequent loss made such 
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sales necessary. The massive evacuation of the East by the 

Beloved Warriors changed Collins1 strategy completely, and 

he prepared to issue subsistence rations to them as they 

passed through Little Rock.5 

With four boatloads of Chickasaw migrants already in 

transit, Upshaw left Memphis on 2 December on the steamer 

Fox with almost 400 additional Indians. Phillips would soon 

follow on another boat loaded with 300 natives. The horse 

and wagon caravan led by Millard with nearly 1,100 Beloved 

Warriors departed the west bank of the Mississippi river and 

entered its great swamp on 2 December. The superintendent 

described the Chickasaws' health as being "very good." Other 

conditions favored the travelers as well, for when the steam-

boats reached the mouth of the Arkansas river, a considerable 

rise in the water level allowed them to complete the trip 

from Memphis in ten days. As these migrants had no horses 

or wagons, they found it necessary to enter camps established 

by Choctaw Agent Armstrong until the land trekkers could 

cross over from Memphis. Later, with horses, they would 

explore for a way to cross the mountains, which blocked 

them from southern portions of their district, where most 

of them insisted upon living. One exception to this pattern 

would be that of some wealthy Chickasaw who purchased 

previously-developed farms from the Choctaw around Fort 

Towson for the purpose of raising cotton. Although he hoped 

to see most of the tribe harvest a corn crop in 1838, Armstrong 
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admitted that the absence of an open road into the District 

would cause much difficulty. The Chickasaw who arrived 

around Fort Coffee that December had a great amount of 

baggage as well as tents, farming equipment, and wagons 

with teams. These pioneers had every item necessary for 

settling a new country.^ 

The Indians would doubtless have entered and civilized 

the Chickasaw District then if the United States government 

could have fulfilled its portion of the contract. The 

Beloved Warriors who had forced their American agents to 

endure frustrating periods of waiting during the opening 

stages of removal now found themselves delayed by winter as 

the white men groped with logistic and military obstacles to 

entering and surviving in the District. Collins thought it 

would be best to contract with rations furnishers, who could 

sustain the tribe in its District as long as necessary. Any 

delays which the absence of a feasible policy would cause in 

the tribe occupying its land would result in time wasted 

without them working toward their own subsistence. If two 

or more ration depots could be established in or near the 

District, the United States might be in a position to sustain 

the migrants through contractors. Collins believed that the 

Choctaw would be in an excellent position to negotiate as 

rations providers, as their crops that year were good. Indeed, 

the Choctaw David Folsom had contracted to subsist Sealy's 

Red river Chickasaw, but ration depots in the relatively 
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unexplored and uninhabited Chickasaw District presented 

problems which Commissioner Harris did not wish to solve. 

He transferred the decision-making responsibility for tribal 

subsistence to Armstrong.7 

While the 1837 Christmas season was being celebrated in 

the East, almost 3,000 Beloved Warriors rode or walked 

westward to their new homes. In addition to the Fox, the 

DeKalb, the Kentuckian, and the John Nelson churned up the 

Arkansas river to the Northern Choctaw Nation, carrying a 

thousand Beloved Warriors. The Creek, who had remained in 

the East, also journeyed with them. Simeon Buckner of 

Louisville, Kentucky, owned the six steamships involved in 

this tribal exodus. By the end of December, 2,600 Chickasaw 

camped around Fort Coffee waiting to move further west. 

Meanwhile, in the Mississippi river swamp, the trekkers 

bogged down under almost impossible conditions. Phillips would 

not have been surprised if they spent the entire winter in 

the swamp, noting the abundance of game there.® 

The numerous Chickasaw who insisted upon traveling by 

land and carrying their own baggage infuriated the American 

agents. One disburser thought that the tribe would have 

caused less trouble for the agents if it had not been so 

affluent, for then its members would better have followed the 

dictates of the removal agents. Since the Americans had 

little knowledge or control of the Chickasaw District, tribal 

chiefs found it necessary to send out an exploring party of 
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five men, including Acting Agent Kingsbury, from Fort Coffee 

to examine a route for a road to the Blue river, where many 

Beloved Warriors hoped to settle that winter if possible. 

The weather remained mild for the Beloved Warriors as their 

scouts moved southward in search of a transportation break-

through. At Fort Coffee Armstrong prepared to follow 

through on the scouts' findings and hoped they could reach 

the Chickasaw District.9 

Upshaw arrived at the Chickasaw camp outside Fort Coffee 

on 2 January 1838, bringing more migrants, which swelled the 

number waiting to move to 3,538. All of the Indians anxiously 

awaited their horses and wagons, which were still in caravan. 

The superintendent reported that the Chickasaw remaining in 

the old nation were scattered and that he would need at 

least two assistants to gather them for a later migration. 

Phillips paid off all the assistant agents and dismissed 

most of them. The U.S. Army considered establishing a route 

for these migrants from the Arkansas river to the Washita 

river, west of the Blue river, and sending all supplies that 

way. Such a road would be superior to any route from Fort 

Towson up the Red river to the Washita river, concluded 

Lieutenant Colonel J.H. Vose from the fort.10 

Kingsbury had left the Choctaw Agency on the Arkansas 

river with four Chickasaw scouts on 21 December to select a 

site for a provisions depot. The group went almost directly 

south on the Fort Towson road for about twenty miles and 
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then turned right to take an almost southwesterly course. 

They approached the bank of Brazile creek, which they had 

already crossed on the Fort Towson road, and crossed two 

tributaries of the Fouche Maline river, the second of them 

about twenty-five miles distant from the Fort Towson road. 

This route followed valleys between mountains of the Washita 

range. The Choctaw Nation in this sector partially consisted 

of timber land, broken by prairies. Brazile creek provided 

an abundance of cane as did the two branches of the Fouche 

Maline, which produced a "fine range" for horses and cattle. 

After easily crossing another twelve miles of prairie broken 

by two or three" low rocky ridges, the scouts came upon 

Gaine's creek, the bottom of which also contained a large 

amount of cane. Approximately twenty miles of prairie broken 

by small wooded streams, easily accessible to road builders, 

lay between Gaines and Brushey creeks. As the explorers 

moved westward for another estimated twenty-five miles, they 

came upon the Little Boggy creek, the first stream flowing 

southward and a tributary of the Red river. They had again 

crossed rich prairies broken by patches of timber. One 

rocky hill, the largest on the entire route, would have to 

be skirted on this leg of the road. An abundance of cane 

also grew along Little Boggy creek and five miles further 

on west along Muddy Boggy creek, creating a pleasant situation 

which insured good grazing for horses and cattle, even in 

mid-winter. 
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Since departing from the Fort Coffee to the Fort 

Towson road, the scouts had reconnoitered a valley with 

mountain" ridges upon both sides. As they passed over the 

country southwest of the Muddy Boggy, however, these ridges 

steadily became lower until, after twelve miles, they reached 

Clear Boggy creek and found a much different type of country. 

At their point on the tributary of Red river, Kingsbury 

estimated the distance from the eastern boundary of the 

Chickasaw District to be about the same in either a southern 

or west-southwestern direction. To the South the dividing 

ridge between the Blue and Washita rivers constituted the 

boundary, while to the West the line lay along the military 

road running between Fort Gibson in the Creek Nation and 

the lower Washita river. Some of the Chickasaw assisted 

by Kingsbury took the latter direction, it being the more 

clearly defined boundary of the two, and came upon the lower 

Blue river "about 20 to 25 miles" from the Clear Boggy. They 

rested on Blue river at a point only about three miles east 

of the military road. This river bottom, however, provided 

little cane and presented a barren and rocky surface. From 

the district line at the military road to the Choctaw agency, 

the scouts had traveled "about 150 miles." The Clear Boggy 

crossing, a distance from the Choctaw Agency of "about 120 

miles, presented to Kingsbury "one of the finest ranges for 

Horses and Cattle I have ever seen at this season of the year." 

The acting agent also reported seeing "a large quantity of cane 
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upon both sides of the river and at intervals in the Cane 

brake there are fine patches of green grass. The range is 

sufficiently extensive to subsist all the Chickasaw horses 

during the Winter." In addition, Kingsbury noted that the 

Clear Boggy crossing lay about equal distance from several 

points of the Chickasaw line, between twenty or thirty miles, 

with the land adjoining being fertile and well-timbered, and 

the water being good. These considerations induced him to 

recommend this point as the place for a depot of provisions. 

The Indians could draw their provisions at this point, "go 

out and select their locations and return again when their 

provisions are exhausted." With the surrounding country 

being so advantageous, Kingsbury believed that many Chickasaw 

would settle near the crossing at Clear Boggy creek. The 

tribe continued to be extremely desirous of moving into its 

district, and their acting agent recommended that they be 

allowed to begin their emigration immediately "as the route 

possesses much greater facilities for their transportation 

than I had heretofore immagined [sic]." To improve matters 

even more, the wagon teams moving the pioneers into the Clear 

Boggy area would require little forage because of the great 

amounts of cane located at distances from ten to fifteen 

miles apart along the entire route from the Choctaw Agency. 

The scouts had been out for fifteen days with little corn 

for their horses and had returned to the Chickasaw encampment 

on the Arkansas river with little adverse effect to their 

mounts. A logistical breakthrough had been accomplished.12 
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Removal Agent Caleb Langtree considered the principal 

part of the Chickasaw emigration to be over by 16 January 

1838, and he left his position at Fort Coffee and headed 

for Napoleon, Indiana, to await further instructions. The 

main body of Beloved Warriors had not taken Emubby's 

controversial Red river route but had instead followed the 

Arkansas river to Fort Coffee. United States agents, once 

the tribe had chosen to move to the Arkansas river staging 

area, discovered, along with Chickasaw scouts, a route to 

establish a supply depot on Clear Boggy creek close to the 

Chickasaw District. By 19 January Armstrong had already 

sent a party out to cut the road to Boggy Depot, and 

Chickasaw pioneers had begun to emigrate through the uninhabited 

country. They had lost numerous horses already, and the land 

migrants led by Millard reported losing between 500 and 600 

additional horses and oxen. Armstrong feared that when the 

trekkers did arrive the remaining livestock would be in poor 

condition. Thus, it would cause a great problem for the 

emigrants to reach Boggy Depot when the large amount of baggage 

unloaded from steamboats had to be transported by these 

emaciated animals. The winter season also worked against 

the tribe, as it had against the Choctaw earlier in their 

migration. Still, the whites knew that the pioneers needed 

to be m their district by spring planting time or the growing 

season would be lost. Provisions would be sent along with 

them, and enough supplies would hopefully be unloaded at 
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Boggy Depot to keep them going until rations contractors 

could begin their work."^ 

The firm of Glasgow and Harrison, instead of any 

Choctaw group, contracted to supply the Chickasaw around 

Bobby Depot for the twelve months beginning 1 February 1838. 

The Chickasaw salt pork, or its equivalent at Fort Coffee, 

would be delivered by this company to tribal members for 2{ 

per ration. These contractors would also pay the Chickasaw 

$1.00 per bushel for all their corn at Fort Coffee and issue 

it at Boggy or other depots for 7-l/2<£ per ration. Any meat 

issued after the Beloved Warriors consumed their pork would 

cost 6 -1/ 2 <£ per ration, bringing the actual cost of a total 

outside ration to 14* per unit, almost double the price 

charged the Sealy-led migrants around Eagle Town by Choctaw 

David Folsom. On 15 February the contractors started driving 

250 head of cattle toward Boggy Depot, where they would graze 

the animals until they were needed by the migrants. Thus 

the Americans, in this manner, formally provided for the 

subsistence portion of their removal treaty with the 

Chickasaw. 

To complete the terms of the treaty, however, the whites 

still needed to establish tribal security in the new district. 

The army wasted little time in acting to solve this problem. 

By mid-January military consultants advised the government 

to establish a post at or near the mouth of the Washita 

river near the Red river and station two companies of infantry 
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there. The Army considered the Washita river valley to be 

about as far west as the Chickasaw country would be useful--

the necessary supply of timber tending to dissipate up the 

Red river. Military scouts also reported the mouth of the 

Washita river as being about the point where the Comanche, 

Wichita, and other Prairie Indians frequently visited. This 

report complemented Kingsbury's earlier recommendation to 

reestablish the old post used by the Army at the mouth of 

the river in 1834. All tribes in the area currently maintained 

peaceful relations with the United States, the Choctaw Nation, 

and the Chickasaw Nation in 1838, making the problem of 

Chickasaw security appear to be small.15 

Steamboats had proven to be most dependable in moving 

the Beloved Warriors. On 3 December 1837, for example, 277 

Indians left Memphis at midday with Upshaw and arrived at 

Fort Coffee one hour before midnight on 12 December. Only 

the demise of one slave, considered near death when placed 

on board, marred an otherwise routine nine and one-half day 

cruise. Most of the Chickasaw moved in the most modern and 

efficient mode possible for that era. The land trekkers who 

had gone west through the great Mississippi swamp had, on 

the other hand, encountered myriad problems. Conditions 

had been so bad that a great number of the group conducted 

by Millard boarded steamboats with him when they finally 

reached Little Rock and steamed over the last leg of their 

journey to Fort Coffee. With Phillips conducting the remaining 
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land travelers upriver, Millard met Upshaw about sixty miles 

above Little Rock as the latter descended the Arkansas 

river in a small open skiff. They exchanged news as they 

passed in the early morning hours. ̂  

When Upshaw met Phillips and the land party at Little 

Rock, the superintendent learned of the hardships they had 

endured on their second phase of the removal. Health con-

ditions among the tribe and the whites had fortunately remained 

good. In a similar vein, relations between the two nations' 

representatives had also been pleasant. In addition to the 

agonizing physical exertion of crossing the swamp, however, 

tragedy struck the tribe in the form of the previously-

discussed great loss of horses. Excessive labor, coupled 

with the short rations earlier protested by the tribe, had 

produced a disaster. Seeing his error, Upshaw directed that 

horse rations be doubled from one-half gallon to a full gallon 

per day to prevent more losses to the herd. Between 500 

and 600 horses and oxen had been lost, unfortunately. These 

losses would create problems at a later date.17 

While the majority of the settlers had assembled at 

Fort Coffee in preparation for their trip to the Chickasaw 

District through the pass in the Washita mountains, others 

moved themselves independently. Several crossed the Mississippi 

river at Helena, Arkansas, a point about half-way between 

Memphis and the intersection of the big river and Arkansas 

river at Montgomery's Point, refusing to allow their names 
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to be entered on the migrant rolls or to allow an American 

agent to travel with them. Corssing the Arkansas river 

at the Post of Arkansas, these iconoclasts continued a 

westward course leading eventually to Fort Towson. When 

told that all American services were being withdrawn from 

them, they remarked that they did not wish to reach the fort 

before summer, for they wanted to take their own time and 

spend the winter in hunting. These hunters, just as Sealy's 

party and some independent movers such as Pitman Colbert, 

while accepting the necessity to move, chose to do it in 

their own way, contrary to the designs of the military and 

civilian bureaucrats representing the official removal 

policies of the United States Government. The "independents" 

included some important factions of the tribe.18 

Early in the winter of 1837-38, Upshaw stopped at 

Helena on his way from Fort Coffee to Memphis to discover 

another party of 250 Chickasaw with Interpreter Mizzels 

and another white named Robert Crockett. The latter had 

recently conducted a party of Creek migrants to Fort Gibson 

and was returning down the river. The Chickasaw removal 

superintendent wasted little time in appointing Crockett 

as an agent for the Beloved Warriors and ordered him to 

enroll and conduct the group to Fort Coffee. If they refused 

to go to Fort Coffee from Little Rock, Upshaw advised the new 

agent to abandon them.1^ 
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At the Choctaw Agency, several Chickasaw chiefs and 

headmen requested Armstrong to employ two blacksmiths for 

them. In addition, Isaac Albertson, James Colbert, James 

Wolf, along with II lup pam bee, Ish te is ka tubbee, 

Im ma ho ba tubbee, Im muh losh ho pia, Ion ish kish ka, 

A ba me hubbee, and To pul ka, ordered sufficient tools, 

iron, and steel for both shops, as they and their people 

were then "about settling down at our new homes, and making 

preparations for putting in our crops, [and] this we cannot do 

without we have Blacksmiths to do our work when we shall be 

settled down, we shall want for their mechanical aid 

Armstrong knew the tribe's wants so well, explained the 

leaders, that "we deem it unnecessary to say anything more 

than to request you to have employed for us two Blacksmiths, 

with Iron and Steel . . . Since most of these settlers 

planned to select farms around the Clear Boggy creek or the 

Blue river areas, the chiefs and headmen requested that one 

blacksmith shop be established in that general area while 

the other shop should be located on the Canadian river to 

serve those Beloved Warriors who had gone to that section of 

the District.20 

An alarmed Armstrong expressed regrets that the tribe 

had not requested the blacksmiths earlier, as an agricultural 

society could not do without the craftsmen. Being as 

necessary for the animal-driven economy of the antebellum 

South as welders are to a modern, fossil fuel-driven one, 
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smiths were almost non-existent in the Indian country. The 

Chickasaw could make no crops without the two shops Armstrong 

believed. Even before the settlers could leave the area 

of the Choctaw Agency bound for their district, the Choctaw 

blacksmith there had worked long and hard at repairing wagons 

and other tasks "indispensably necessary" previous to their 

removal. By 1 February 1838, however, the native pioneers 

began the last leg of their trek to the new home in inclement 

weather with snow upon the ground, their movement being quite 

slow.2^" 

While the Beloved Warriors disproved Armstrong's earlier 

prediction that they would in large part settle "promiscuously" 

among the Choctaw, the commissioner of Indian affairs endorsed 

their actions. Both tribes would find settling together 

inexpedient, since each possessed important, separate, and 

distinct interests. Thus, Harris insisted upon the desira-

bility of each establishing separate communities and instructed 

the Choctaw agent to make the policy known to Chickasaw 

leaders. The agent would also use any "arguments and persua-

sions" to encourage separate tribal activities.22 

By the middle of February, winter came in full season 

to the Indian country. The road from Fort Coffee to Boggy 

Depot had already been cut, and 500 Chickasaw settlers had 

managed to move there. With two other groups of similar 

size, one of 400 near Fort Towson on Red river and the other 

of 500 on the Canadian river established at depots, the 
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remainder of the tribe shivered in camps around the Choctaw 

Agency. Armstrong reported that the weather was too cold 

to allow them to move. Few seemed willing to do much work, 

causing great expense and difficulty in hiring wagons and 

teams to transport their great amount of baggage into the 

Chickasaw District, west of the Boggy Depot. At this point 

in their migration, the pioneers most felt the deleterious 

effect from their earlier loss of many horses in the great 

Mississippi swamp.23 

Deciding (incorrectly) that Chickasaw emigration had 

closed by 10 March, Phillips announced his intention to 

travel to Washington, D.C., and submit his account of 

disbursements for the tribe. The commissioner soon informed 

his disburser that there were still between 250 and 350 

Beloved Warriors in the old nation who had ordered disbursement 

services. Phillips could mail his accounts in when the 

proper time came, chided Harris, but the disburser should 

coordinate the status of the removal with his superior, 

Upshaw. The disburser's hopes faded further when his 

superintendent reported on 10 April that several of the 

half-breeds in the northwestern sector of the old nation had 

elected to move that spring. The king of the Chickasaw, 

Ish ta ho ta pa, and his people also agreed to go to the 

West that season. Upshaw requested specifically that Phillips 

report to Pontotoc with all removal funds possible. The 
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last identifiable groups of the tribe were at the point of 

leaving their old nation.24 

In early April almost 2,000 migrants around Fort Coffee 

began to move into their District. Between 700 and 800 had 

already selected sites for their future homes, and more 

would move in as soon as corn arrived. With new groups 

moving to the Choctaw Agency frequently, about 1,500 of the 

tribe decided to delay there long enough to grow sufficient 

corn to supply the new arrivals through the next winter. 

These farmers believed it was too late in the season to 

move to their district and make crops. Of the migrants 

camped on the Red river, 200 or 300 also planned to migrate 

up to the Chickasaw District that spring. Most of the tribe 

voiced approval of their new home, but a growing problem 

with the incompetents continued to be a lack of the money 

promised them from the sale of their eastern homes. This 

group, the majority of the Beloved warriors, desperately needed 

to purchase stock and the necessities for starting new lives.25 

When there had been problems with corn spoilage during 

the summer of 1837, a portion of it had been loaned to the 

firm of Thompson and Drennin at Van Buren, Arkansas, under 

the condition that it be returned when required. The Office 

of Indian Affairs notified the corn borrowers in the autumn 

of that year to return an equal amount of the grain by 

1 January 1838, but by late April only a small portion of it 

had arrived at the Choctaw Agency. The Chickasaw around 
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Boggy Depot had exhausted their corn and would soon be 

suffering from starvation if no supplies arrived. The tribe's 

salt pork had wisely been exchanged for cattle, and the meat 

supply remained plentiful, but a rations shortage remained 

imminent. To increase complications, almost 1,000 migrants 

had arrived in small family groups at Fort Coffee during the 

previous winter without any American agents. Sometimes a 

portion of a family would come by steamboat, while the remainder 

of it would travel by land with horses and wagons and arrive 

several months later.^ 

Upshaw continued his concentrated effort to clear all 

the Chickasaw from their old nation that spring. He reported 

that the native people he encountered in his search all 

appeared to be "uncertain." The superintendent designated 

7 May as the time for departure to the West. The final 

group would meet at the "King's Place," eighteen miles north 

of Pontotoc, for staging purposes. Upshaw and William Brooke 

reached the "King's Place" on 6 May and made camp, but by 

18 May only a few migrants had come in. The Americans 

decided to wait for twenty more days. Vanderslice joined 

in the effort to collect Beloved Warriors, but Phillips 

remained absent with the badly-needed tribal disbursement 

services. It was a possibility that the superintendent 

could move the king in early June.27 

Settlers moving from Fort Coffee to the Chickasaw 

District had begun a practice of settling along the road to 
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Boggy Depot at points ranging from fifty to 150 miles. 

Transportation remained a difficult problem to overcome, 

and, because of the scattered nature of the tribe in and 

around their District, numerous depots had to be established. 

By the end of April, the Chickasaw had, for example, depots 

at Fort Towson, Doaksville, Clear Boggy creek, Brushey 

creek, a tributary of the Canadian river, and Canadian 

river, spanning about 130 miles at their most divergent 

points. Keenan remained among these people at their request 

and employed himself in vaccinating those who had not 

previously taken the precaution for smallpox, the disease 

having broken out among a few isolated families.28 

Vaccinations in the old nation had been taken by most 

of the tribe, and a large-scale epidemic of the dread pox 

had failed to develop. Kingsbury reported only few deaths 

among all the new Chickasaw settlers, but some Creek also 

began to be infected. The Americans then began to vaccinate 

all the unprotected Choctaw against smallpox, beginning with 

those closest to Chickasaw settlements. As all people in 

the Indian country waited anxiously for the disease to cease 

spreading, the Beloved Warriors continued to transport them-

selves to their District. Nevertheless, wagons with drivers 

and teams cost five dollars per day to hire, most of these 

settlers remained virtually penniless, their funds delayed 

in government hands. Corn shortages occurred at both Brushey 

and Boggy Depots for a short time, but finally Glasgow and 
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Harrison received and distributed some new supplies of the 

gram. With the Arkansas river running at uncertain levels 

that May, the acting agent hoped for high water, which would 

allow for the smooth delivery of more c o r n . 2 9 

Small parties of migrants continued to trickle into the 

Fort Coffee area that spring, usually with no white agents 

present. Many of these people were not entered on tribal 

rolls in the West, especially those who did not approach 

a depot to draw peovisions. These groups paid their own 

moving expenses, obviously preferring the freedom of self-

subsistence to that offered by the United States. Many of 

these settlers also built comfortable houses and planted 

large fields of corn quite quickly. The subsistence 

contractor's failure to deliver tribal corn to the more remote 

depots would not cause problems for the independent tribal 

members, for it was the poor and incompetent ones who 

continued to request their long-overdue money. By mid-May 

the tribe in the District had gone without bread for a month, 

while the contractors promised to correct that situation 

quickly.^0 

On 14 May William R. Guy, now serving the Chickasaw as 

an "issuing commissary" at Boggy Depot, gave another view of 

the tribe's dilemma. His complaint, confirmed to Upshaw 

by both Benjamin Clements and Felix Lewis, called attention 

to the problem of neglect on the part of some rations 

suppliers. Upshaw referred Harris to Captain John Stuart 
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of Fort Coffee for corroboration of Guy's story. Guy 

reported in part: 

I am here starving with the Chickasaws by gross 
mismanagement on the part of the Contractors, and 

l l t u ^ n w i l 1 be bettered is hard for me 
!d Yn„ n i i V S i ° n e failure after another without 

j j [Upshaw] or Col. Armstrong are very much 
needed at this time for there is such a propeLity 

play Farrow at Fort Coffee that I begin to think 
we wili have to starve to death, or abandon the 

thiq nlarA k e r e h a s been corn within forty miles of 
t P of five days without moving a peg 
B o g g y ^ r 6 t h e s u « " i n g of the people of Bluego? P 8 

In spite of medical efforts, smallpox still raged 

between Fort Coffee and the Blue river and Clear Boggy 

creek. With rations on the road from Little Rock to Fort 

Coffee remaining in short supply also, Upshaw considered 

taking the king's party, scheduled to depart for the 

West on 9 or 10 June, by Emubby's old Red river route to 

Fort Towson, where large amounts of provisions could be 

found. Since the route was free from disease and only six 

miles longer to Blue river than the Fort Coffee route, Upshaw 

saw great merit m the formerly-banned path. Good roads, 

abundant provisions, and freedom from smallpox could change 

the attitude of even the most obdurate bureaucrat.32 

The Beloved Warriors had almost all completed their 

migration to the West as 1838 reached its mid-point. Many 

problems had been surmounted by both migrants and the United 

States government. In the process of moving, the Chickasaw 

had changed from being disgruntled refugees to courageous 
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pioneers whose goal necessarily became one of establishing 

their particular culture in a seemingly uninhabited, isolated, 

and rich new land. Any problems relating to policies of 

the Americans had to be subordinated to problems of survival 

in their new environment. Still, the dependence upon white 

men had not been escaped, and some white's lack of sensitivity 

was evident as Chickasaw people went hungry at Boggy and 

Brushey Depots while rations contractors played cards at 

Fort Coffee. The Beloved Warriors would have to become 

self-sufficient in their District quickly, for the most 

obvious of reasons. 
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CHAPTER IX 

TO MAKE A CROP 

King Ish ta ho ta pa left his old Chickasaw Nation on 

9 June 1838, accompanied by 129 Chickasaw and Upshaw with 

his agents. Disburser Phillips had not yet made an appearance 

with tribal money, but the much-aggravated superintendent 

vowed to finance the group's moving costs at his own expense, 

if the captain did not join them at Memphis. Reports of 

starvation, smallpox, and other diseases in the West alarmed 

the migrants so greatly that many declined to make this 

trip. The trekkers left Memphis on 24 June, still having no 

disburser. With the king's exit, Upshaw had almost completed 

his part of moving the Beloved Warriors to their new land. 

National goals in the Indian removal had nearly been 

accomplished, and most Chickasaw were in the process of 

becoming frontiersmen.^ 

From the Choctaw agency, Armstrong commented about the 

new settlers. They had made but few crops in the drought-

ridden summer of 1838, some had made nothing, and the "poorer 

class" had not worked at all. Although he had seen but "one 

or two" of the leading men of the nation, from what he could 

learn, the Choctaw agent believed that all the Chickasaw 

would petition for further subsistence. The great scarcity 

of food in the Choctaw Nation and the poor prospect of 

209 
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crops--the Beloved Warriors blamed these problems on the 

smallpox--combined to make Armstrong believe that a large 

portion of the pioneers could not "get on" without some 

assistance, and even a shorter period than a year for aid 

might suffice. The captain pointed out that any relief 

for the recent emigrants should be in the form of food 

because a large portion of them were idle and would "expend 

every dollar they had." A number of the tribe had already 

called on Armstrong, wanting to know when they could expect 

to be paid the money due them for their eastern lands. He 

informed these inquirers that their money had been invested 

and that they would be paid the interest, but the Chickasaw 

were not satisfied with this answer. He then warned that 

the chiefs would soon insist upon the whole amount being 

paid.2 

The large amount of the Chickasaw fund caused the 

government to think it advisable to keep as much of it 

invested as possible, since many of them considered it "a 

waste of money to pay such large sums to Indians." The 

Choctaw agent advised Commissioner Harris to issue for 1839 

only $100,000, plus all interest on the entire fund to those 

many Chickasaw whom tribal leaders had judged incompetent to 

manage their own business affairs. After that he wanted to 

issue only the interest obtained yearly from investing the 

remainder of that fund. Armstrong realized that his advice 

could be a mistake, for besides the Indians resenting his 
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contention that it would be for their benefit to receive 

only the interest annually, the trading community which 

always held great power in Indian country would be deprived 

of markets and thus become incensed. Other matters also 

demanded attention, however, and the captain soon moved to 

help the Beloved Warriors secure their permanent western 

settlement. He searched for contractors to erect mills and 

blacksmith shops after Harris released $10,000 for such 

projects from the interest already accrued to the Chickasaw 

fund. The Choctaw agent would also begin to submit in detail 

to the Office of Indian Affairs all estimates for similar 

expensitures for the year beginning in August 1839.3 

After learning of the Chickasaw need for additional 

rations in the West, Harris agreed to consider the matter, 

but only after a formal application was submitted by "proper 

authorities of the tribe." The tribal council needed to 

begin meeting soon to attend matters of tribal government. 

Concerning the release of all funds held by the United 

States Government for incompetent Chickasaw who had sold 

land, however, the commissioner continued to balk. He 

preferred instead to send Armstrong a list of the tracts of 

land located for each incompetent tribal member, the names 

of the purchasers, amounts paid to the Indians, amounts 

deposited and invested for them, dates of transfer of the 

deeds, annual interest accrued, and interest paid as of 

1 July 1838. The commissioner proposed that the interest 
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that had already obtained for these incompetent Chickasaw 

would be forwarded to Captain Collins at Little Rock, who 

would pay it to them. In future years these Indians would 

receive twelve months' interest on their invested principal, 

by the same plan. Even though the Treaty of 1834 provided 

that the incompetents would receive all their money when the 

chiefs in council thought it was advisable, Harris believed 

that the president needed to weigh carefully the reasons for 

which they had recommended payment. He would require strong 

and conclusive proof that persons ruled incompetent in 1836 

to take care of their own affairs had by 1839 acquired the 

capacity of manage them.4 

The commissioner claimed that all considerations 

relative to the future advantages and security of the 

incompetents evinced the propriety of not giving them their 

principal funds. It could not have been contemplated at 

the conclusion of the treaty in 1834, he thought, that the 

incompetents should receive the entire proceeds of their 

land sales immediately after their arrival in the West. 

Thus, Harris believed that the treaty makers really designed 

to provide a fund through the interest on which each member 

of this group might live until the nation had settled down 

to "agricultural or other pursuits, and . . . had been taught 

by example, how to cultivate the soil, or do something else 

useful and profitable . . . . » • Armstrong received instructions 

to explain and enlarge upon these ideas to the tribal 
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chieftains, as he saw fit, stressing the necessity of a 

former incompetent Indian being able to demonstrate the 

ability of prudent property management before he could 

receive all of his money. If any member of the trading 

community interferred in the business, Armstrong would, by 

Harris orders, consider it his duty "to remove any and 

every member of it who takes a part in the matter from the 

Indian Country, revoking his license." If the chiefs 

refused to cooperate in this proposed frontier welfare project, 

Harris instructed the Choctaw agent to endeavor to prevail 

on them to demand only the smallest possible portion of the 

incompetents' principal fund.5 

Captain Phillips, in the meantime, created more problems 

for the Chickasaw and the whites who worked to help them. 

The errant disburser arrived at Memphis twelve days too late 

to meet that party of emigrants which included the king. 

Finding no tribal funds at the post office with which to 

defray removal expenses, Upshaw had paid them from his personal 

funds. The captain now requested that Harris forward the 

estimated amount of $12,000 to him at Little Rock or Fort 

Coffee and departed to overtake his superintendent. The 

commissioner forwarded $15,000 to Phillips at Little Rock 

which the disburser was to combine with $5,000 already 

provided him in Washington, D.C. Harris thought this $20,000 

would cover all immediate Chickasaw removal expense claims. 

The captain was to send detailed estimates of the sums 
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necessary to settle all claims against the tribe on both 

banks of the Mississippi river. The suspicious Harris 

demanded that all different items be specified in these 

estimates, not just the gross amount for removing a given 

number of Indians. Accounts already established by any 

former migrating parties which remained unpaid were also 

to be included in this estimate. Harris insisted upon the 

disburser's collaboration with Upshaw to complete the matter 

satisfactorily. At Little Rock, however, Phillips drew only 

$3,000 from the principal western disburser, Collins, and 

left that city on 14 August, bound for the East to join his 

infantry regiment, "the 8th Regt." Upshaw thought that 

Collins could do all the disbursing necessary in the 

Chickasaw emigration of the autumn of 1838, if Agent William 

Brooke would pay all expenses east of Little Rock. In this 

way, suggested the superintendent, when the last party of 

Beloved Warriors arrived in the West, the entire expense of 

the emigration would be paid.^ 

When he reached Memphis, Phillips expressed surprise 

that the $12,000 he had requested to be sent to him at 

Little Rock or Fort Coffee was not in the Tennessee city. He 

complained to Harris that debts older than six months needed 

to be paid, and that he had no money with which to pay them--

somehow overlooking the $8,000 in tribal money which he had 

received at both Washington, D.C., and Little Rock. He 

claimed to be unable to conceal his mortification at being 
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a party to any contract which the Department of War seemed 

so little inclined to pay. Upon reaching Little Rock, the 

captain asserted that he had learned of his appointment to a 

new infantry regiment and had immediately requested of Upshaw 

to be relieved of duty in the "Indian Department." If he 

heard nothing in two weeks from the Office of Indian Affairs, 

Phillips stated that he would take for granted that "it is 

indifferent to my communications and proceed to join my 

7 

company via Washington." 

Harris officially released Phillips from the Indian 

Department on 5 September and ordered the captain to turn over 

all his records to either Collins or Captain Jacob Brown at 

Little Rock, including all books, papers, funds, and property 

related to disbursal of the Chickasaw. Then, however, the 

commissioner received Phillips's letter expressing mortifi-

cation at not having funds delivered at Memphis to pay debts, 

because of neglect on the part of the Office of Indian Affairs, 

Quickly, Harris reminded his ex-disburser that on 14 July 

the latter had requested that $12,000 be forwarded to Little 

Rock. A requisition for $15,000 had been sent to Little Rock 

on 14 August to satisfy Phillips's request. Apparently the 

captain had departed for Memphis too hurriedly to receive 

these funds. Harris expressed a loss to conceive how Phillips 

could, under the circumstances, have any well-grounded 

expectations of receiving funds at Memphis. An audit of the 

disbursers' activities for the third and fourth quarters of 



216 

1837 and the first quarter of 1838 by Captain Brown had, 

however, already revealed that the former had $10,863.80 in 

O 

disallowed expenditures. 

Perhaps with this knowledge strongly on his mind, 

Harris continued his castigation of Phillips: 
Your complaint upon this subject is as groundless 
as that before noticed. So far from this office 
feeling a disinclination to supply you with means to 
fulfil your engagements in behalf of the United States, 
it has repeatedly called upon you to forward estimates, 
in pursuance of the Regulations, of all sums required 
and the speciTTc objects to which they were to be 
applied, and has even held itself ready to meet any 
reasonable and well founded calls for funds. Such 
information has not been furnished by you to these 
debts . . . but still this office has furnished for 
your use, according to your own request, $12,000 for 
the party on route on the 14th of July and $8000, for 
these indefinite and undescribed arrearages, which it 
was supposed would be sufficient . . . . If these 
debts existed six months ago within your knowledge it 
was especially your duty to communicate the fact to 
this Office, stating the amount, the part of the 
Country in which they were to be provided for, and the 
specific objects for which they were incurred. 

In conclusion I have to remark that a review of 
all the facts and circumstances under which your 
complaints of this Office are made, will, I trust, 
satisfy you that, although your sense of country and 
respect permits you to address to this Office the 
language contained in your letter, there is no foundation 
for those complaints, and that your mortification and 
disappointment have originated in your own conduct. 

Next the commissioner moved to overcome Phillips's 

mistakes by authorizing Collins to pay any legitimate bills 

connected with the Chickasaw emigration, including any 

advances which Upshaw had made for that purpose from his 

own funds. After clearing away this financial matter, 

however, Harris also leveled an attack at his superintendent, 
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accusing him of not seeing that all the subordinate disbursers 

had performed their duties adequately. The Office of Indian 

Affairs held Upshaw responsible for everything related to 

the Chickasaw removal and looked to him for the complete 

settlement and adjustment of all transactions connected 

with the project, before it could be terminated. Otherwise, 

Harris feared, the Office might suffer harrassment resulting 

1 0 

from vague claims and demands. 

As the whites toiled at financial and strategic affairs, 

the Indians worked toward adapting to their new setting. 

Although a considerable number of the Chickasaw planned to 

remain in the Choctaw Nation's three eastern districts 

during the early part of 1838, they hoped to move to their 

own District during the autumn. Rough roads had been opened 

to settlements on the Fourche Maline river, Gaines creek, 

Brushey creek, Boggy creek, and Blue river, with only those 

residents on Brushey creek and Blue river actually living 

in the tribe's District. The stream crossings on these 

roads were only fair, and muddy conditions in "wet flats," 

which could not realistically be improved, caused difficulty 

for loaded wagons in crossing the prairies. Extremely wet 

weather could easily provide further complications for 

rations suppliers as they attempted to make timely deliveries 

of provisions to the pioneers. In a moment of insight, one 

supplier ventured that no more than 1,800 of the Chickasaw 
11 

would make it into their own District before 1839. 
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As the king's party paused at Little Rock in mid-July, 

before beginning on the Emmuby route to Fort Towson, many 

became ill. Toward the end of the month, a band of between 

7 00 and 800 Cherokee also arrived in that place, about a 

mile above the town--the Arkansas river being too low for 

them to proceed by water. A large number of the latter 

tribe suffered from "summer (or bowel) complaint," and a 

"good many" deaths occurred, especially among their children. 

Before the Beloved Warriors could leave, tragedy struck when 

disease caused as many as seventy to become sick. Although 

only two perished, one of them was the queen of the Chickasaw, 

wife of Ish ta ho ta pa. Then the group moved mournfully 

over their trail to the Choctaw Nation, accompanied by 

Millard and Vanderslice. Upshaw personally paid off all 

removal expenses between Pontotoc and Little Rock, except 

for one contested with Simeon Buckner, and returned to the 

former town to help one more group of migrants to the West."^ 

With the king now in the West, the Chickasaw council 

could begin the functions of tribal government. On 9 September 

1838, James Colbert, who had replaced Levi Colbert, the king, 

and thirteen other tribal leaders met in council at the 

settlement on Brushey creek. They prepared a statement for 

President Van Buren declaring that they had suffered heavily 

from sickness since their emigration. Many Chickasaw had 

died, and the drought of 1838 had been particularly severe 

in the District. For these reasons, and since many people 
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had arrived too late to make a crop that year, the leaders 

requested the purchase of seven months of additional sub-

sistence, specifically pork and stock hogs in place of beef, 

to commence on 1 January 1839. These chiefs believed that 

the tribe would produce its first crop in the next summer 

and become self-sufficient. On the subject of the incompe-

tents' fund, the council made no firm decision other than 

to carry the matter to the imminent Choctaw Grand Council 

for consideration.-*-3 

Incompetent Chickasaw were not alone in the problem of 

having little money. Many tribal members had carried 

considerable money to the West, only to see it drain away. 

Also, a large amount of money had been deposited with Agent 

Reynolds in the East by the competent tribal members, many of 

whom showed Armstrong receipts ranging from $300 to $2,000. 

Since this money had yielded no interest, the Choctaw agent 

expressed concern that it had not been paid to its owners 

where it would, along with interest soon to be paid the 

incompetents, have probably satisfied financial needs. The 

competents' receipts stated, unfortunately, that Reynolds 

would pay only the Indian or his legal heirs, making it 

necessary for them to return to Mississippi individually to 

collect. Most were unwilling to make a return to the East 

so soon after removal and told Armstrong they had expected 

the money to be paid them in the West during the spring of 

1838. As autumn began, almost all of the Beloved Warrior 
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families experienced a common monetary shortage even though 

their assets, as held by the United States and its agents, 

were great. Removal had converted the Chickasaw into 

"wealthy paupers. 

Although their king had emmigrated and the Chickasaw 

council had established its government in the West, some 

members of the tribe continued to migrate from the East. 

Upshaw would move one last group in 1838, and Harris told 

George Colbert to move all possible tribal members. Colbert 

and any other Chickasaw who emigrated the tribe were offered 

$25.00 per head for the service. Upshaw's group, which 

he believed would number around 300, started moving toward 

Memphis on 10 October from a point about forty miles south-

east of Pontotoc. The superintendent still had received no 

money with which to defray expenses and had exhausted his 

personal funds. He hoped to reach Little Rock, where he 

would wait for relief from the Office of Indian Affairs. 

Upshaw and Harris had reached a point of mutual hostility 

toward each other over financial and policy complications by 

this late stage of the emigration, although Collins did 

reimburse the superintendent at Little Rock.-'-*' 

A significant change in American administration came 

about in the autumn of 1838 when T. Hartley Crawford replaced 

Cyrus Harris as commissioner of Indian affairs. Harris, it 

may be recalled, had questioned the abilities of both Phillips 

and Upshaw. In early September, the superintendent moved 
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to replace Disburser Collins with Captain Jacob Brown, but 

the plan did not reach fruition. By early October, the 

commissioner's post became vacant and remained so until 

Crawford filled it late in the month. One of the new 

commissioner's first reports was that the Chickasaw had no 

cash on hand, it having all been used to purchase bonds 

for the tribe. Crawford quickly began an investigation of 

the Chickasaw funds.^ 

Before Harris left office, he reported that the tribe 

had $150,000 in outstanding bills on 30 August 1838, and 

that the next year's expenses would be "heavy." For this 

reason, he instructed the Treasury Department not to 

invest any more of the incoming Chickasaw funds in bonds. 

At this time, the Chickasaw council met again and requested 

that one-half of the incompetents' fund be released for use 

by that segment of the tribe. The members also asked that 

Agent Reynolds send all of the competents' money deposited 

with him to the respective owners. In addition, the chiefs 

expressed a need for an additional blacksmith and mill on 

Blue river. Armstrong hoped to pay the incompetents the 

interest accrued on their invested fund and thus satisfy 

them without touching the principal. Crawford considered 

it wise to postpone as long as possible payment of the 

incompetents' principal. The new commissioner also instructed 

Reynolds to submit a descriptive list of those Chickasaw 

who had left money with him including amounts, dates, and 
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terms of deposits, with the object of the agent remitting 

this money through the Treasury Department. Clearly, 

however, the desires of the Beloved Warriors and those of 

the Office of Indian Affairs differed, especially when it 

came to handling of the incompetents' fund.1'7 

By 3 November, Upshaw had crossed the Mississippi river 

at Memphis with the last group of Chickasaw migrants he would 

conduct. The superintendent reported that the river was 

probably in the worst shape he had ever seen — low water and 

bad banks for crossing. On 21 November, the Little Rock 

Arkansas Gazette reported that Upshaw had removed the remnant 

of the tribe, adding, "This completes the removal of the 

entire eastern tribes, in perfect order and peace and 

quietness." One week later the same newspaper claimed that 

The whole Chickasaw nation of 7000 have been collected and 

removed by Upshaw within 13 months." As the party, numbering 

slightly over 300, started over the Emmuby path to Fort 

Towson on 28 November, Crawford, not in accord with the 

Gazette, declared that only 4,600 of the tribe had emigrated 

up to 25 November 1838. By that time, the Indian country 

contained 81,082 eastern emigrant Indians of various tribes.18 

Upshaw's last party of migrants entered a land of mixed 

blessings. The most wealthy and best educated portion of the 

Chickasaw, living about eight miles from Fort Towson, had 

requested construction of a school. Armstrong complied and 

promised to do the same for other tribal settlements when 
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they prospered. Acting Agent Gaines Kingsbury moved to 

Boggy Depot near the largest settlement of Beloved Warriors. 

Armstrong would visit him in December to locate a site on 

Blue river for the construction of a grist and saw mill. 

With plenty of blacksmiths and the additional seven months 

rations they had requested, the tribe had a good prospect 

for making a crop in 1839. Without the rations, Armstrong 

feared that many of them could not subsist. Of greater 

importance to the Chickasaw, smallpox continued to plague 

them, in spite of the extensive use of vaccine. Crawford 

requested a new government appropriation of $5,000 to continue 

vaccinations of all migrants.^ 

From his remote position at the American capital, the 

commissioner predicted that the Chickasaw would have a 

national fund of $2,000,000 after paying all bills. Interest 

on the fund would amount to $100,000 per year, a sum he 

considered adequate for all their possible wants. Those 

wants included the seven months additional rations—estimated 

to cost $19,320 per month or $135,240 for the entire period. 

It appeared that some of the stocks and bonds in the tribe's 

general fund would have to be liquidated to meet this 

expense. The Indians really had an immediate and serious 

financial problem.20 

When Upshaw's last party of emigrants reached the 

Choctaw Nation, they went into camp at Doaksville and had 

Christmas in the West. They aspired, however, to move on to 
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Boggy Depot as soon as possible. Many of the Chickasaw 

who had lived around Fort Towson for over a year had exhausted 

their one year subsistence allowance and were in a destitute 

condition. Several of them had no food at all, and Kingsbury 

procured an extra month's rations until something could be 

done about the seven month's rations proposal. In the 

meantime, Upshaw announced that he would begin a policy of 

moving all the Chickasaw he could on to the Boggy Depot 

area, even those who were already settled and receiving 

provisions at the Fort Towson Depot. Armstrong guessed 

that Upshaw meant to continue in service to the Beloved 

Warriors and help them all move into their own District. 

The Choctaw agent, not a little miffed, worried that Upshaw's 

actions would cause great confusion when it next came time 

to make provisions disbursements to the Chickasaw at a new 

depot. 

Before tribal stocks or bonds could be sold to purchase 

another seven month's supply of rations, the president and 

the Senate had to sanction such action. By late January 

1839, somehow, such a sanction still had not been approved. 

The few crops made by the tribe in 1838 had barely helped 

to sustain them through the summer and autumn. They remained 

entirely dependent upon the Government to purchase provisions 

for them out of their tribal funds. Almost the entire tribe 

continually reminded the Americans of this situation, saying 

that they desperately needed the service until at least 
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August of 1839. No supplies remained at Boggy Depot by 

January, as the Beloved Warriors prepared to endure the 

"northers" and ice storms so common to that section of the 

country in winter.^ 

Writing from Fort Towson at the beginning of February, 

Armstrong warned that if subsistence rations were not soon 

forthcoming, the Chickasaw at that depot would inevitably 

suffer and many would die. The chiefs continued to plead 

for the Government to purchase food with tribal money, but 

the season for obtaining the pork they had ordered had almost 

passed. February would be bleak, as the emergency rations 

Kingsbury had issued in late December 1838 at Fort Towson 

were gone. The Choctaw agent demanded immediate action, 

asserting that the Beloved Warriors' impending starvation 

made them unable to afford the luxury of waiting for the 

Senate and the president to approve the sale of tribal bonds 

before seven additional months of rations could be purchased. 

If immediate relief did not come, the Chickasaw would be 

too weak to plant their corn crop for 1839. When he visited 

the settlement on Blue river, the captain found that all 

cattle and hogs had been eaten. While he talked to tribal 

leaders, a merchant appeared with "a Great drove of forty 

or fifty" hogs which were priced at the then extremely high 

figure of 2 5<£ per pound. Only a few Indians had money with 

which to buy these swine. Finding that the rations contractor 

had some corn remaining to complete the issue to the Chickasaw 
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who had not yet drawn all of their original twelve month's 

subsistence, the Choctaw agent prevailed upon him to issue 

the people around Blue river enough corn to last for one 

month. He considered this as an allotment of one month 

based upon what he hoped would be the seven months' extension 

of subsistence to the tribe.23 

While the poorer Chickasaw suffered with physical 

problems related to a paucity of money, more wealthy tribal 

leaders including James, George, and Pitman Colbert continued 

to request compensation from the Office of Indian Affairs for 

those tribal members whom they had removed or had assisted 

to remove. Upshaw recommended that these tribal removal 

agents, whom he had enlisted to assist in the affair, be 

paid $30.00 per head instead of the $25.00 which Harris had 

earlier suggested. The superintendent explained that these 

Indian leaders had almost exhausted their personal resources 

in helping their tribal members to emigrate, and they 

needed reimbursement before they could return to a "comfortable 

situation." Although Upshaw had removed his last party of 

Beloved Warriors, he reported that "eighteen or twenty" 

families with many slaves remained in the East. The Office 

of Indian Affairs agreed to hire an agent to move these 

approximately 500 people if necessary. Upshaw warned that 

these Chickasaw would suffer greatly, with no authorized 

protection on the road, from the intrusions of whites.^ 



227 

Tribal commissioners and headmen met in general council 

again in mid-February at Boggy Depot for the purpose of 

considering the Treaty of Washington of 24 May 1834. They 

explained to their "great Father M. Van Buren" that the first 

object in declaring some of their tribe incompetent had 

been to save that group's money until they arrived west of 

the Mississippi, at which time the leaders promised and 

expected that the incompetents would be paid. None of the 

tribe wanted their incompetents' fund invested, and the 

commissioners and headmen recommended that the tribal monies 

be paid, as stipulated by their treaty. The time had come, 

advised the chiefs, to cultivate the soil, and in their 

first settlement, the Chickasaw required all the means they 

could attain to purchase farming utensils, livestock, and 

such other articles as their situation might require. The 

large amount of tribal money gave individuals no assistance--

they had no annuity as their other "Red Brothers" had--and 

the great body of them were poor. Only the loans from many 

of the wealthy tribal members had saved the poor, but both 

these groups needed relief in the winter of 1839. Needing 

to survive, the chiefs therefore appealed to the president 

to pay all the incompetents' fund in two equal payments with 

all interest accrued. Such an action would 

relieve our people and enable them to discharge 
there [sic] debts and live in some peace and 
comfort. We do not expect anything from our 
general fund for some time and unless we get some 
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relief our people will be without money to commence 
in a new country. 

They appealed, continued the chiefs, for that relief which 

their "situation so imperiously calls for, and for which 

your petitioners will ever feel the received obligations 

they are under to their great Father."25 

Crawford had, in the meantime, requested that Reynolds 

surrender all the incompetents' funds which the agent might 

hold in Alabama. At the same time, the commissioner began 

an investigation designed to determine the amount of interest 

which had accrued to the incompetent Chickasaw. This group's 

funds amounted to $369,230.44 by 27 February 1839 and had 

been invested under the direction of the Office of Indian 

Affairs, primarily at the wish of Cyrus A. Harris. Since 

Crawford had gone on record as being in agreement with Harris 

on the necessity of the United States not to release any of 

the incompetents' principal fund, the chief's appeal would 

fall on deaf ears. From the Chickasaw settlements, Armstrong 

warned in late February that the tribe would not be satisfied 

with receiving only the interest due to the incompetents. 

They were most dissatisfied, noted the captain, at the tribal 

commissioners who had decided that they were "incompetent." 

The commissioners naturally felt uneasy and had thus appealed 

to the president for release of the controversial monies.2^ 

A shortage of money had driven the tribe to desperation. 

Even if the incompetents could receive none of their funds, 
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they would only be in a slightly worse position than many 

of the competents who had deposited money with Reynolds for 

safekeeping. Nothing had been heard from the East concerning 

the status of this money. In continuation of the council 

at Boggy Depot, tribal leaders declared it "right and proper" 

that the competent funds deposited in Reynolds' hands should 

be brought to the West and paid out to the rightful owners 

They asked Armstrong, therefore, to find the agent and obtain 

the deposits from him. This would be a most difficult task, 

for many of the competents had lost their deposit receipts 

or had sent them East with various persons for the purpose 

of collection. Still, the tribal leaders requested a "full 

settlement" of all that appeared due on the books of Reynolds. 

The Office of Indian Affairs had already attempted to fulfill 

this request at an earlier date, with no success.^ 

Evidently news of the chaotic state of Chickasaw 

finances had reached the House of Representatives by the 

beginning of 1839. That body requested by resolution on 

28 January that the secretary of war supply information 

relative to the execution of the treaties of 1832 and 1834 

with the Chickasaw. By 28 February, some relief for the 

tribe arrived in the form of a resolution in the Senate 

authorizing the sale of a portion of the stocks held in trust 

for the purpose of purchasing the additional seven month's 

rations, which were requested to begin on 1 January. Crawford 

advised that the incompetents would, however, receive only 
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the interest on their fund--$19,773.83. He added that the 

Principal invested fund would not be disturbed. With relief 

guaranteed most of the Beloved Warriors could concentrate 

on making a corn crop in the spring and summer, if they 

could acquire the equipment necessary for cultivation.28 

For tribal leaders, however, many problems continued 

to exist. Meeting at the Fort Towson Depot near Doaksville 

in early March, King Ish ta ho ta pa, Isaac Albertson, George 

Colbert, and two other headmen requested that Armstrong 

procure an accounting of all tribal financial transactions, 

under the terms of the Treaty of 1834. The chiefs wanted to 

know where their unattainable funds had been placed. Clearly 

the Americans and the Chickasaw disagreed upon the best 

financial interests of the tribe. Within the tribe itself, 

a conflict over the incompetents' fund raged between the 

incompetents and the headmen and commissioners, the former 

claiming to have been betrayed by the latter. About the 

only money which the Office of Indian Affairs would release 

to individual tribal members was in the form of remunerations 

for expenses of those Chickasaw who had removed themselves.2^ 

With the spring planting season upon the Chickasaw, 

Armstrong advised Crawford that they still wanted a grist 

and saw mill built on Blue river. The Choctaw agent stated 

that he had personally inspected the proposed building site 

and evaluated it as the best in the country, with rocky 

subsoil and sufficient running water to grind and saw through 
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the entire year. This mill would have two pair of stones, 

one for corn and the other for wheat, with a saw attached 

and would be of great benefit to the independence of the 

tribe. In addition, the Chickasaw asked Armstrong to purchase 

looms, spinning wheels, and a good supply of agricultural 

implements for them. Hoes, axes, and grubbing hoes headed 

the list of the latter items, as many farmers had either lost 

these items in migration or had left them in the old nation. 

They had three blacksmiths, one each at Fort Towson Depot, 

Boggy Depot, and Brushey Depot, and each wanted to work.30 

Axes and grubbing hoes would be necessary to clear the 

virgin farmland in the creek and river bottoms of the 

Chickasaw District. The tribe intended to make a corn 

crop. Once they could feed themselves, they knew from past 

experience that they could manage to exist. No time remained 

to worry about what the Americans had done with the tribal 

wealth--seed had to be planted. 
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CHAPTER X 

FRONTIER LIFE 

While they concentrated on planting a corn crop, the 

Chickasaw officially received Upshaw as their new agent. 

Crawford announced the appointment of the Tennessean on 

7 March 1839 and ordered him to meet ex-agent Benjamin 

Reynolds in either Tuscumbia, Alabama, or Pontotoc, Mississippi, 

to receive all public property held by Reynolds. Then Upshaw 

was to proceed to the Chickasaw Nation in the West and report 

to Armstrong, to carry into effect any instructions the 

acting superintendent of the Southwestern Territory might 

give him. Andrew Jackson Donelson, Jackson's nephew (by 

marriage) had recommended Upshaw for the position as early 

as 18 February 1838. Reynolds had not been inclined to 

accept a transfer to the West with the tribe when Crawford 

had closed the emigration officially on 18 February 1839 and 

terminated Upshaw as removal superintendent.^ 

With the three-way power struggle between Americans, 

Mexicans, and Great Plains Indians continuing to exist in 

the American Southwest and the Republic of Texas, United 

States agents in the Indian Country were considered subordinate 

to the military commander in the region--Armstrong. When the 

new Chickasaw agent arrived, Armstrong planned to terminate 
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the services of Gaines Kingsbury, a man who had served the 

Beloved Warriors well during their removal. Even before he 

departed for the West, the new agent agreed with an earlier 

request of Kingsbury by suggesting that the Chickasaw needed 

two or more companies of American soldiers stationed on the 

Washita or Red rivers to protect them from the hostile and 

"rogueish" Comanche.^ 

Although he did not at first plan to move his family 

to the West, Upshaw did announce in Washington, D.C., and 

Memphis that he would join the tribe sometime after 15 May, 

the date of departure. While he welcomed his appointment, 

he appeared to be confused by his subordination to Armstrong. 

The new agent believed that his communications with Crawford 

might be distorted if they were first reviewed by the captain. 

This problem appeared realistic to the Chickasaw agent, since 

he had written directly to the commissioner of Indian affairs 

while superintending the tribe's removal. Crawford quickly 

clarified the issue, saying that as agent it would be necessary 

for Upshaw to communicate directly with Armstrong, who needed 

to be informed about Indian affairs in all of the Western 

Territory. It turned out that Upshaw did not need to follow 

his new system of communication for some time, as he remained 

in Memphis after 15 May, attending to Chickasaw business. 

Finally, on 23 May, Crawford ordered the agent to report to 

Armstrong at the Choctaw Agency West as soon as practical. 

The tribe would soon have a full-time American agent again.^ 
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By 12 April the Beloved Warriors had cleared enough 

of the bottom lands around their supply depots to begin 

planting corn. Armstrong had no doubt that with the additional 

seven months' rations they would be able to produce sufficient 

corn for themselves. Most of them still lived along the 

eastern edge of their District, actually in the Choctaw 

Districts. The land there was characterized by prairies 

with strips and spots of woods and streams marked by good 

timber. The prairie land between Blue river and Clear Boggy 

creek consisted of rich soil underlaid with coarse sand. 

There were no pine or maple trees, but the stream bottoms 

abounded in post oak, red oak, Spanish oak, water oak, 

over-cup, and boid d'arc trees. In the up-country, stands 

of hickory and blackjack trees were common. This prairie 

offered excellent grazing, and the cleared bottoms were 

ideal for farming, by Chickasaw standards. Forty miles west 

of the Washita river, fully in the tribe's District, stood 

the Cross Timbers, a belt of short and scrubby post oak and 

blackjack timber growing in sandy and poor soil. Beyond the 

Cross Timbers, in the western part of the Chickasaw country, 

lay the semi-arid and almost treeless Great Plains, home of 

the Comanche and other nomadic tribes.^ 

Below the southern boundary of the Beloved Warriors lived 

a strange mixture of cultures in the violence-torn Republic 

of Texas. Americans, Mexicans, decimated Eastern Indians, 

and Plains Indians--all struggles for survival within Texas's 
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vague boundaries. The "Texians" had, however, claimed 

political hegemony of the region and sought through military 

and diplomatic channels to defend those aspirations. 

Conflicts, sometimes extremely violent, grew out of cultural 

differences over the position taken by American pioneers 

in Texas. The Chickasaw could, unfortunately, nourish little 

hope of escaping these conflicts on their borders. Similar 

to the Americans in Texas, the Beloved Warriors represented 

the regional slave-labor civilization of the United States, 

but their differences in race presented a major problem, as 

most American pioneers of those times exhibited a fear and 

hatred of all Indians. Intrusions by any of these groups 

into territory claimed by another brought the potential of 

greater conflicts. 

Soon after their first real crop of corn had been 

planted around Boggy Depot, while Upshaw remained at Memphis, 

a Chickasaw told Kingsbury that a white man lay dead on the 

road near Little Boggy creek, about twenty miles east of 

the depot. William Guy, who had married a Chickasaw, and 

"two or three others" went with the acting agent to investi-

gate this report. Riding their horses to the reported 

location, the searchers found the bodies of two white men 

named "Backus and Crump," who had left Boggy Depot a "day 

or two" before, bound for the Choctaw Agency. Crump's body 

had been severely mangled, cut in many places with a knife, 

and Backus lay on his face some fifty yards away, the back 
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part of his skull apparently broken by a tomahawk. Since 

Crump was known to carry a "considerable" amount of specie 

in his saddle bags, Kingsbury at first suspected a robbery-

inspired murder. Further examination revealed the white 

men's mule about a quarter of a mile away, with an arrow 

shot nearly through him. The arrow had an iron point similar 

to those used by "Wild Indians," unlike any arrowheads 

employed by either Chickasaw or Choctaw. In addition, the 

acting agent had never seen anyone from these two kindred 

tribes shoot an arrow with sufficient force to have killed 

a mule immediately, as this one apparently had. He surmised 

that a party of Cherokee, Kickapoo, or Caddo, which had 

stolen horses in Texas and was moving them to Arkansas, had 

done the killing. Texians had then pursued the horse thieves 

into the Choctaw Nation, and when the thieves ran upon 

Backus and Crump, Kingsbury thought the Indians killed the 

whites, believing them to be from Texas.^ 

The same horse-stealing Indians had killed "one or two" 

horses with the same arrows in Texas, and one of the Texians 

who had followed them observed that Crump's and Backus's 

horses had also been severely wounded with either knives or 

arrows. It appeared that the other Texians had been killed 

by Indians with the same iron-tipped arrows. At the time, 

between 300 and 400 Kickapoo, a party of Osage, some Delaware, 

and some Shawnee, all refugees from American and Texian 

removal programs, resided in the Chickasaw District between 
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the Blue and Washita rivers. These vagrant groups alarmed 

the Chickasaw, who also wanted them expelled. The Osage 

had already stolen some Kickapoo horses, and the latter 

tribe had pursued and killed two of the former group. The 

Beloved Warriors anticipated a disturbance between the two 

groups. White men feared to travel between Boggy Depot and 

Fort Coffee after the murders of Backus and Crump. Kingsbury 

had ordered the Kickapoo "Captain" to come to Boggy Depot 

for a talk, and the agent suggested that a party of dragoons 

from Fort Gibson should be sent to the depot as the best 

means of preventing future serious difficulties. 

In later investigations, Kingsbury and his assistants 

deduced that Backus and Crump had been killed by a party of 

six Indians, "supposed to be principally Cherokees," who 

had indeed stolen "12 or 13" horses in Texas. Traveling at 

a "pretty brisk trot," and armed with bows and arrows, they 

had overtaken the two white men about five or six miles 

northeast of Muddy Boggy creek. Some Chickasaw trailed the 

killers and met them in the late afternoon between Brushey 

creek and Kiamechi river. A party of Choctaw, including 

Robert Folsom, who also met the raiders, said that they were 

mostly Cherokee who had been passing and re-passing through 

the Choctaw Nation from the Cherokee Nation to Texas. Near 

the Little Boggy creek, they had followed a trail leading 

over the Canadian river and from there into Cherokee country. 

For whatever reason, Armstrong first suspected that the 
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Chickasaw might have killed Crump and Backus and then lost 

or "planted" Cherokee bows and arrows. The "six or seven" 

hundred dollars of coil in Crump's pocketbook had dis-

appeared . ̂  

As Kingsbury had instructed, the chiefs and principal 

men of the band of Kickapoo camped on the Washita river 

came to Boggy Depot for a conference. Telling them that he 

was a newly-arrived agent of the United States, Kingsbury 

asked why they had camped in Chickasaw country and hunted 

buffalo and other game. The Chickasaw did not like it, he 

added, and "their great father the American President" had 

given all his red children of various tribes a separate 

country for themselves. The Kickapoo country lay on the 

Missouri river, and the Chickasaw belonged on the Washita and 

Red rivers and had been promised protection there. Since 

the Chickasaw wanted to settle that country, Kingsbury ordered 

the Kickapoo to leave. Besides, added the agent, the Caddo 

and other "bad" Indians were harassing the countryside along 

the Red river, stealing horses and other property and killing 

white men. United States soldiers would come soon to drive away 

all Indians who killed whites, he warned, and the Kickapoo 

needed to give any information they might have concerning 

the deaths of Crump and Backus in order not to be suspected 

of the crime.^ 

One old Kickapoo chief said that he had ridden far, was 

tired and hungry, and would talk the next day, after he 
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thought and rested. Kingsbury gave the Indians some corn 

and tobacco, and they camped for the night close by the 

depot. The next day the Kickapoo came to finish the talk, 

and the chief showed several papers that had been given to 

him by General Thomas J. Rusk of Texas, stating in general 

terms that this band of Kickapoo were good men and friendly 

toward whites.9 He then said that: 

before he came over this side of Red River he had 
held a talk with Genl Rusk and the Texian Captains. 
That Genl Rusk had told him that there was a fair 
Country over here on the Washita and plenty of game. 
That red men lived there who were good men and could 
give him and his people land to reside upon and that 
he advised him and his people to go over there and 
settle. This he said was the reason that he had come 
over this side of Red River. He said his people were 
nearly starving and he wished to get to a country 
where he could find game to hunt and raise a little 
corn to keep his people from starving. When he first 
came over here he said he had sent to the Chickasaw 
Chiefs to have a talk with them, he wished to procure 
some land of the Chickasaws to raise corn for his 
people. He said that the Chickasaw Chiefs had promised 
to hold a council with him, but did not come at the 
time appointed. He said if the Chickasaws did not 
wish him to remain in their country it was very well 
that he did not wish to create any difficulty, and would 
try and find some other Country for his people to go 
to. He said that his people were starving and he was 
trying to get them to a country, Where they could 
obtain something to eat but if we did not want them 
to stay he would go away and endeavour to find some 
other Country.1U 

When Kingsbury had thrown down the bow and arrow before 

him, the Kickapoo had been offended by the idea that the 

agent suspected that some of them had murdered Crump and 

Backus. Since the chief wished to avoid trouble, he said 

that it did not matter and that his people had never committed 
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any outrages on whites but had always been friendly to them. 

He added that the arrow looked like one used by the Waco, 

but several tribes also shot similar arrows. Kingsbury 

warned that various Waco, Caddo, and some Cherokee prowled 

the borders of the Chickasaw country along Red river, stealing 

horses and other stock. These crimes could also be blamed 

on the Kickapoo, and regardless of the culprits, the Chickasaw 

would have difficulties with Texians. Thus, explained the 

agent, the Beloved Warriors wished for non-Chickasaw to leave 

their district. The Kickapoo needed to return to their own 

country and agent on the Missouri river and settle. ̂  

Kingsbury told Armstrong that the Texians who had pursued 

the Cherokee horse thieves into the Choctaw Nation had 

offered to raise a company of troops and cross the Red river 

for the purpose of driving out or killing all non-Chickasaw 

in the District. The agent told the whites that any such 

incursion would be regarded as totally unauthorized and 

tantamount to a declaration of war by Texas on the United 

States. In another light, added the agent, such a move by 

the Texians might instigate the Indians to hostile acts of 

retaliation and thus produce a border war. Also, he speculated 

that as the different tribes of Indians were driven out of 

Texas with no place to go, the "desperate and rascally" ones 

would form into a band for the purpose of robbing and 

plundering the remaining Indians and other frontier inhabitants. 

For these reasons, Kingsbury insisted that the only way the 
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United States could fulfill its treaty stipulations with the 

Chickasaw and Choctaw would be to follow his earlier 

recommendation and erect a fort somewhere on the Washita 

river for their protection.^ 

Kingsbury strongly believed that both tribes were 

exposed to depredations, not only of the "wild roving tribes" 

but also the Great Plains tribes. The Chickasaw and Choctaw 

had already lost a considerable amount of livestock and lived 

constantly in fear of losing more. Since the two tribes 

were of no threat to Americans, Kingsbury argued that 

several forts should be constructed further west in the 

Indian country, especially since the respective treaties 

stipulated protection. A frontier garrison near the Washita 

river would be the only way to fulfill these stipulations 

effectively, and, in the view of the agent, such a fort would 

serve as an outpost from which to watch the first approaches 

of Indian depredations."^ 

To the Chickasaw, the scattered tribes along the Blue 

and Washita rivers represented a barrier to frontier migration 

more real than the one they had earlier represented to 

emigrating whites in the East. Few of the Chickasaw and 

fewer of the Choctaw had settled in the Washita and Blue 

river valleys, because the area had served as a common 

hunting ground for many tribes. Armstrong hoped that General 

Matthew Arbuckle would send a company of dragoons, who were 

accompanying a group of Santa Fe traders through Indian 
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country, to the Blue and Washita rivers on their return to 

remove the hostile remnant tribes. The Choctaw agent 

considered the area to be so far to the West and so close 

to both the "Wild tribes" and Texas that a military post 

should be located there to replace Fort Towson, which now 

stood too far east of the frontier. 

Besides the Texas Kickapoo, Rusk had also sent the 

Shawnee living in Texas north to the Washita river valley, 

accompanied by papers announcing that the tribe of Tecumseh 

was "peacable sober industrious" Indians. As the Beloved 

Warriors had once hoped to do, several tribes of uprooted 

eastern Indians had settled in the lush forests of North-

eastern Texas earlier in the century. The Delaware, Seminole, 

and Cherokee were the major tribes, along with the Shawnee 

and Kickapoo, who were welcomed by the remnants of the old 

Caddo confederacies living in various East Texas sectors. 

The emigrants had settled on rich bottom lands to pursue 

farming. As whites from the United States began to settle 

there also, they began to agitate for removal of the Indians. 

Texas President Sam Houston, a noted friend of Indians, 

tried unsuccessfully by treaty in 1836 and 1837 to provide 

land for the emigrant Indians. His successor, the Indian-

chasing Mirabeau B. Lamar, eventually sent troops to expel 

the Cherokee and other remnants of tribes who had not already 

evacuated East Texas. The Texians, who had had little more 

success in destroying Comanche power in West Texas than the 
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preceding Spanish and Mexican authorities, attacked the 

Cherokee and allied tribes and defeated them in two battles 

during July of 1839. Cherokee Chief Colonel John Bowles 

was brutally slain, and the surviving Indians were relent-

lessly pursued for some distance. Most of the survivors 

fled into the Choctaw Nation, and many of these went to the 

Chickasaw District along the waters of Clear Boggy creek, 

Blue river, and the Washita river.15 

When the Choctaw and Chickasaw continued to order the 

Indian survivors from Texas out of the Chickasaw District, 

most of them moved into the Creek Nation, with that tribe's 

permission. Only the Cherokee remained, with as many as 

1,500 of them living near the headwaters of Blue river. 

There they stayed, resisting invitations to settle in the 

Cherokee Nation in present-day Oklahoma, and harboring 

resentment for those Texians who lived only a short distance 

to the South. The setting was perfect for a continuation 

of raids and counter-raids between the two groups. The 

Chickasaw, accepted as friendly and peaceful by the Texians, 

could only be hurt by this situation, but without military 

support they could do little to prevent it. In some cases, 

the remnant tribes had traded with the Comanche, who were 

engaged in a continuing war with anyone who attempted to 

take away their hunting lands on the Southern Great Plains. 

The Texians, primary enemies of the Comanche, therefore 

considered anyone trading with that tribe also to be enemies 
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of Texas. In the summer of 1839, George Colbert organized 

a trading expedition to the Comanche and journeyed into 

Texas. A company of Texas Rangers met the Chickasaw traders 

and ordered them out of the Republic, warning them never 

to come to that country again to trade with the enemies of 

Texas. That same summer, three companies of the Mexican 

Army, complete with artillery, were forced by the U.S. Army 

to surrender in the Choctaw Nation close to Fort Towson. A 

border war or at least a series of undeclared hostilities 

between Texians, Mexicans, and various Indian tribes thus 

raged around the Beloved Warriors while they tried to make 

their first good corn crop. 

Ish ta ho ta pa, James Colbert, and Isaac Albertson, 

perhaps the three principal tribal leaders, addressed a 

request to Crawford for the Chickasaw on 1 June 1839, saying 

in part: 

We have for some months been in daily expectation of 
having an agent with us and through him making known 
our wants and the privations that many of our people 
have submitted to but as we see no immediate prospect 
of that being accomplished we presume to address you 
ourselves and request that if there by any act of ours 
not complied with that retards action in your office 
(dependent upon us) that we may be advised of it, that 
it may be corrected, so that speedy justice may be 
done to those who are dependent upon us. 

Upshaw left Memphis for the Choctaw Nation on 17 June, 

and on 13 July he left the Choctaw Agency bound for Boggy 

Depot. He and the tribal chiefs were instructed to select 

a suitable place within the limits of the Chickasaw District 
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for an agency. With the additional rations program in 

effect, Armstrong reported that the tribe was progressing 

well. Large supplies of cattle and hogs had passed Fort 

Coffee, headed for both the Boggy and Fort Towson Depots. 

Before Upshaw could relieve Kingsbury of his duty, the latter 

died suddenly on 24 July near Fort Towson. Without Kingsbury 

the Beloved Warriors would have had a more difficult time 

of surviving in the Western Country, as he had seen to it 

that they received the rations necessary for sustenance."^ 

In the midst of the turmoil raging on the Chickasaw 

frontier, Agent Upshaw, who had located the Chickasaw 

agency close to Fort Towson, proved to be a friend of the 

Beloved Warriors. One of the main reasons for their anxiety 

had for some time been a fear that many of their people who 

had migrated without claiming or selling reservations in the 

East would lose their claims. Upshaw sided with the tribe 

on this matter and worked to have all claims awarded. One 

other group of Beloved Warriors who considered itself to be 

discriminated against was the last party of migrants who 

had arrived in two parts at Fort Towson under Upshaw's 

authority. Migrating too late to be enrolled for the seven-

month extension of rations which the tribe had purchased, 

they petitioned for these provisions in June 1839. Crawford 

first declined their request, not wishing to touch the 

principal of the Chickasaw fund, but later agreeing to submit 

the matter to the president and Senate for approval. When 
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approval came, Crawford suggested that the petitioners be 

paid in cash, assuming that they only wanted to receive the 

same amount of value that the rest of the tribe had taken 

1 9 
earlier. 

When the applicants heard of Crawford's proposed cash 

award in lieu of rations in the summer of 1840, they replied: 

we wish the last party headed by the King furnished 
with seven Months provisions. As the payment is made 
from the Chickasaw Money it surely is nothing but 
justice that all should receive an equal proportion. 
This is so clear that it is un necessary to say anything 
more upon the subject. In addition the wants of this 
party actually require the provisions in place of money 
owing to the fact that the King, with his party when 
they came on, settled near Fort Towson and are now 
preparing to remove up to the Chickasaw District, over 
one hundred miles, therefore the provisions will suit 
better than money . . . . If they were to receive 
money some would not apply it properly for purchasing 
provisions. We must ask you to attend to this as early 
as possible. You are aware that the great drought has 
shortened the corn crop very much, and as this party 
came late in the Country they have made little corn. 
There [sic] condition will require assistance and we 
hope you will urge our request to the proper Department. 

Another difficulty was that the drought of 1838 had 

continued through 1840. The king, short on corn himself, 

now moved through the Choctaw Nation that autumn to the 

Chickasaw District. Toward the juncture of Red and Washita 

rivers, two streams whose waters came off the Great Plains, 

the Beloved Warriors would be at the edge of the American 

frontier. Like most American pioneers of that era, they had 

reached the limits of civilization--American explorer 

Zebulon M. Pike had called it the "Great American Desert." 
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Holding the country against internal and external 

forces presented the Chickasaw with a supreme challenge. 

Most of the tribe consisted of the incompetents, who could 

not get Crawford to release their capital, which was necessary 

for investment into new farms. The commissioner stated 

that he wished to advance the civilization process and general 

welfare of the tribe by all lawful means. To that end, he 

considered education to be the primary key--Mthe beginning 

opening a fountain of many blessings to the Indian race." 

Crawford hoped to be able to consider himself as "having 

done something for these unfortunate people." It appeared 

that education would have to precede any release of funds 

to the incompetent Chickasaw.21 

Other problems with investment capital also plagued 

the ability of the tribe to prosper in the West. In the 

spring of 1839, for example, Crawford had announced that the 

mill on Blue river, requested by the chiefs, had been 

disapproved, because the president and Senate had not released 

the necessary funds by selling tribal bonds. Soon, the 

Chickasaw leaders responded to their difficulties by 

requesting an audience with President Van Buren. Wishing 

to send three Indian representatives and Upshaw to Washington, 

D.C., the tribe designated three major issues for discussion, 

in addition to their wish for the leaders to see and take 

Van Buren "by the hand" for the first time. Reminding the 

president that they had been placed "entirely" on the frontier, 
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surrounded by various bands of hostile Indians such as 

refugee Cherokee, Kickapoo, Delaware, Shawnee, as well as the 

Comanche, they asked him to place soldiers at some suitable 

situation in their District to protect their lives and 

property. The incompetents' funds were also to be discussed 

in this proposed meeting, the chiefs suggesting in their 

petition that this group had been so labeled in the old 

nation because they were surrounded by "sharpers" and whiskey 

sellers. In a slightly different vein, many Chickasaw 

orphans had reached adulthood, and tribal leaders wished to 

have funds released for this group. Hoping that when they 

returned home they could explain to the tribe that the "Great 

Father" had told them all about their national affairs, the 

entire tribal leadership offered to pay their own expenses 

for the trip. Armstrong told Crawford that since the chiefs 

had already petitioned unsuccessfully twice for the money 

belonging to the incompetents, there was great dissatisfaction 

toward them by the ordinary Chickasaw. This group continued 

to insist that Agent Reynolds and all the Chickasaw com-

missioners had promised payment when they reached their new 

homes m the West. By the autumn of 1839, the commissioners 

felt threatened by the situation.22 

Rather than invite the Chickasaw to the capital, 

Crawford outlined the administration's position in a letter to 

Armstrong. Fort Towson appeared to be not too far from the 

Chickasaw District to provide them all the protection necessary, 
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in the commissioner's opinion, but he added that Secretary 

of War Joel R. Poinsett would render the final decision on 

the matter. Concerning the status of the controversial 

incompetents' fund, Crawford deemed it most "unwise" for the 

tribe to press for its payment. He argued further that "It 

was left with the Government to invest it because those to 

whom it belongs were incapable of managing it for themselves." 

He added that the 

interest it is much to their advantage to receive 
yearly--Up to the first July 1839 last $51,903 have 
been received, of which $28,946.23 have been paid 
to them, leaving a balance of $22,946.23 on hand 
which I am now taking measures to have paid them' 
• • • • 

The fund had reached $369,230.44 and was invested in state 

stocks in 1836 and 1837, under the terms of the treaty of 

1834. The commissioner wondered how the incompetents could 

have become so capable in such a short period of time, 

apparently not accepting the Chickasaw leader's explanation 

of incompetence having resulted from the actions of sharpers 

and whiskey sellers. The fund would be "squandered" if 

they got it, he thought, and "the Department, as their guardian, 

will not consent to pay them more than the interest--it would 

be great injustice to them to do so and their request in 

this particular cannot be granted." In addition, concluded 

the commissioner, the state stocks the incompetents owned 

were worth less in 1839 than the United States Treasury had 

paid for them, and the tribe would have to sacrifice a great 
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deal of money in selling them, whereas interest on the 

stocks would continue to be paid punctually.^ 

Using similar logic, Crawford insisted on paying adult 

orphans only their share of interest on the total fund of 

$146,000. Unlike the incompetents, the commissioner added 

that he would give each adult or married orphan "his or her 

share of the principal--but that is impossible in the 

present money difficulties of the country." The tribe could 

wish to know no more from a trip to Washington, D.C., assured 

Crawford, and their proposed journey would be useless. Thus, 

the economic and military problems of the Beloved Warriors 

continued to exist, and the philosophical differences between 

tribal leaders and the Van Buren Administration, concerning 

who possessed guardianship over tribal welfare, remained 

unresolved.^ 

Meeting in council in the spring of 1840, Chickasaw 

leaders showed signs of accepting Crawford's strategy for 

tribal welfare. They claimed not to understand the nature 

of the sales and surveys of their eastern lands and asked 

Upshaw "to say to our Father the President, 'is there no part 

of the land business completed; and if it is, we wish the 

Officers of that part dismissed, so as not to incur any more 

expense upon us.'"25 

Their request continued: 

inform him that we have never received any accounts 
upon the following subjects, and wish he would send 
us the information--to send us a statistical account 
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of our sales, expenses, balances, stocks, etc., and 
to send us the name of each Head of family, and the 
quantity of land each individual received: and the 
names of the purchases—distinguishing those allowed 
East from those allowed West. If we had a full statement 
of all the land that has been disposed of at Public 
Auction or otherwise disposed of, the day and date of 
such transactions and the different prices, and all the 
above required information would enable us to find out 
some of the fraud that has taken place. 

We have made three attempts to have the funds 
belonging to incompetent Chickasaws paid to them; and 
was unsuccessful at each attempt. Upon mature reflection, 
we have come to the conclusion that it is better at 
this time for the principal not to be paid; but that 
great benefit may be derived from the annual payment of 
the interest — it has been proved to our satisfaction 
that the interest of this fund yield them many benefits 
and will continue to do so, whereas if the principal 
was paid--in a few years they would cease to receive 
any benefits at all . . . . 

Finally the Chickasaw leaders and the Government appeared 

to agree upon the need for a permanent Chickasaw fund. If 

this news disturbed the incompetents, it almost brought 

despair to those Americans who held financial claims against 

Indians in that classification. Arguing that their claims 

against the Chickasaw were valid, these whites asked for 

payment from the incompetent fund. When Senator Thomas H. 

Benton of Missouri questioned Crawford about claims against 

the incompetents, the latter replied that the tribal chiefs 

had asked for the funds, as specified by Article IV of the 

Treaty of Washington of 1834, but that both he and ex-Com-

missioner Cyrus Harris had declined to pay them. The 

commissioner explained his fear that the incompetents would 

waste the principal, and the chiefs had recently changed 

their opinions in council and had expressed a determination 
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and wish that the money should remain invested, with only 

the interest going to the incompetents. The secretary of 

war would soon ask the chiefs in council to agree to release 

enough principal from the incompetents' fund to pay any of 

their legitimate debts, assured the commissioner.27 

Crawford now told Armstrong that it would have been a 

misapprehension to suppose that the removal treaty as 

written contemplated the payment to the incompetents of their 

fund upon their arrival in the West. Such an idea, he 

thought, had only been entertained by the Indians' creditors. 

The commissioner then directed Armstrong to apply to the 

Chickasaw chiefs in council to request that legitimate 

claims be paid from the incompetents' fund. In no case would 

undocumented claims be paid, and books and accounts should 

be required and every effort made to protect those Chickasaw 

of limited abilities. When the debts had been determined, 

Crawford directed Armstrong to have the creditors agree to 

accept stocks from the incompetents' fund at par value for 

dollars. The commissioner explained that any other plan 

would cause great delay and loss. Benjamin Love, a Chickasaw 

chief who personally removed at his own expense many 

incompetents, including the last 420 who moved in the autumn 

of 1840, had already agreed to the commissioner's t e r m s . ^ 8 

On 18 July 1840, Crawford directed that $28,941.23 be 

placed under Armstrong's control. This money came from 

interest earned on the invested incompetents' fund for the 
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eighteen months from 1 July 1838 to 1 January 1840. The 

Choctaw agent also received a list of "entitled incompetent 

Chickasaw" from the commissioner. On 12 August the chiefs 

and commissioners of the tribe complied with Crawford's 

request. Meeting in council near Fort Towson, they asked 

that the president pay the legal debts of the incompetents 

from the principal and interest of that fund. Upshaw, from 

his position at the Chickasaw Agency, which he had located 

near Fort Towson, remarked that considerable strife had almost 

broken out within the tribe in April when the chiefs and 

commissioners had requested that the incompetents' fund be 

left invested in stocks. Since all incompetents' interest 

and principal fund to be released would be applied to the 

settlement of debts, the Indians as a group remained in great 

need of assistance. As the agent saw it, they had neither 

cattle nor hogs and were destitute of clothing and provisions. 

The "dictates of humanity," claimed Upshaw, compelled him 

to inform Crawford of the incompetents' situation.^ 

When he reached the Choctaw agency from Washington, 

D.C., in early October, Armstrong had several surprising 

instructions from Crawford for Upshaw to execute with the 

Beloved Warriors. Since a year's interest on the orphan 

fund had not been available, the agent would tell the tribe 

that it would be paid one year later. The Indian Department 

desired to produce the greatest amount of interest for the 

Chickasaw, Armstrong assured, and thus it had reinvested 
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the interest that had previously accumulated. Removal 

expenses, coupled with subsistence costs after removal, had 

been so great that they had consumed all tribal monies not 

invested in stocks. In a like manner, claimed the Choctaw 

agent, some of the interest from the general tribal fund 

had been spent. By these means, Crawford and his assistants 

refrained from selling any of the stocks belonging to any of 

the three tribal funds. Armstrong assured Upshaw that it 

was "therefore very certain that a general Annuity will be 

paid the ensueing year from the interest on invested funds of 

the Nation." Love and the American creditors would be 

satisfied with the interest which was to be paid to the 

incompetents, and by a transfer of stocks from their fund Upshaw 

would also have responsibility for validating the incompetents' 

debts.30 

When the Chickasaw next met in council at Boggy Depot, 

the king had moved to the tribal district, and William Henry 

Harrison had been elected to the office of president. The 

chiefs, commissioners, and head men asked again that their 

adult and married orphans be paid the money guaranteed them 

by the treaty of 1834. They included a list of the eligible 

tribal members of that group who were at the time "in great 

want of money to enable them to make a start in the way of 

farming, raising stock, etc." With great satisfaction the 

leaders stated that their people were improving considerably 

in agricultural pursuits, and a large number of adult orphans 
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had some education and "bid fair" to be of service to their 

nation."^ The appeal continued: 

It is our wish that our people should all be put on 
an equality. We wish and recommend to our Great 
Father, that all the interest that has accrued on the 
Orphans fund, should be sent to the claimants, as Soon 
as possible, for they have been fed and clothed by 
other persons, ever since the treaty, and we had anxiously 
hoped that the interest would have been sent out at 
least a year ago--but to our great surprise the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs informed us that he had 
taken Stock with the interest he had on hand instead 
of sending it to those who were entitled to it, it 
certainly is reasonable to suppose that people must be 
clothed and fed. 

It is with feelings of deep regret and Mortifi-
cation; that we have to . . . petition for nothing in 
which our Treaty does not bear us out; but it appears 
that we are always the last, that are attended to. When 
the time came . . . to Move from Mississippi--we moved 
without the Government having to send her Army to drive 
us off like the Cherokees. We made our treaty and we 
intended to stand to and abide by it. We have allways 
been the friend of our great Father the President of 
the United States, and we allways will be, And we ask 
nothing more than a compliance of our Treaty. ^ 

Friends or not, the tribe had needs which the United 

States had not met and which the Indians could not meet. 

Security problems, stemming from frontier warfare conditions 

and Crawford's choice of not moving troops west of Fort 

Towson, caused them great difficulty in establishing new 

homes in their District. In spite of security risks, King 

Ish ta ho ta pa moved into the Chickasaw District to be 

with his people. The majority of the tribe, the "incompetents," 

remained destitute, their funds retained by the American 

Government, contrary to the treaties of 1832 and 1834 under 

which they had moved. Improvements would be extremely 
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difficult to accomplish on the frontier with no capital for 

investment. Still, the Chickasaw had emigrated, and the 

Americans considered themselves to be guardians of the 

tribe's welfare. Leaders of both cultures simply could not 

agree upon the proper course through which to pursue that 

goal. 
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CHAPTER XI 

END OF AN ERA 

By employing the qualities which had made them the 

strongest native tribe in the American Southeast, the 

Chickasaw survived European colonial struggles. Allied with 

the English against both Spanish and French interests, the 

tribe fared well until the American Revolution began. 

Although the Chickasaw claimed to be neutral in the Revolu-

tion, Governor Thomas Jefferson of Virginia attempted to 

maintain a fort in their territory. As a result, the 

Chickasaw forced American troops into an evacuation of the 

fort. When President George Washington recognized the 

strength and loyalty of the Chickasaw in 1794, he thanked 

them for their support and promised that the land on which 

they lived would remain in their possession permanently. 

Neither Washington nor Chickasaw leaders could, however, 

anticipate the growth and changes of the new American society 

and culture. When Jefferson assumed the presidency in 1801, 

he began to pursue a policy toward natives which he had 

espoused while serving as Washington's secretary of state--

the purchase of their lands by Americans. After Jefferson 

bought Louisiana from Napoleon in 1803, Americans could 

conceivably purchase all native lands east of the Mississippi 
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river, since those people could migrate to new homes in the 

West. Although they resisted Jefferson's policy, the 

Chickasaw sold lands to the United States in 1805 during his 

presidency, and during the administrations of James Madison 

in 1816 and James Monroe in 1818. With their "nation" 

dwindling to include only parts of the new states of 

Mississippi and Alabama, Chickasaw leaders determined to 

sell no more of their real estate. 

Thus, during the 1820's and especially in the presidency 

of John Quincey Adams (1825-29), American negotiators met 

with stiff resistance when trying to purchase more of the 

tribe's land. Tribal leaders knew, nevertheless, that 

removal to the West could not be prevented, and in 1827 they 

agreed with United States Indian Agent Thomas H. McKenney to 

exchange their land in Mississippi and Alabama for an 

acceptable tract in the Southwestern Territory. After the 

tribe's scouts reported that the lands they had scouted in 

the Western Choctaw Nation were unacceptable for trade, a 

stalemate resulted, but most tribal members expected that 

the Americans would soon return to a removal program. 

President Andrew Jackson fulfilled Chickasaw expectations 

when he signed the Indian Removal Act in the autumn of 1830. 

The president's friend and assistant, John Coffee, exploited 

the sickness of Chickasaw head chief Levi Colbert to force 

a removal treaty known as the Treaty of Pontotoc upon weaker 

tribal leaders while Colbert lay close to death in 1832. 



266 

This treaty failed to materialize when the Chickasaw-Choctaw 

boundary line could not be determined in 1832 or 1833. Just 

before he died, Colbert and his chiefs negotiated another 

removal treaty in 1834 known as the Treaty of Washington. 

If the tribe could locate a desirable home in the West, they 

would remove. In 1837 the Chickasaw finally purchased the 

western district of the Choctaw Nation in the Southwestern 

Territory and announced their willingness to remove. 

Major A.M.M. Upshaw accepted appointment by President 

Jackson to the position of Chickasaw removal superintendent. 

A number of officers and men of the U.S. Army and many 

American civilian employees, some with experience from the 

previous Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, and Choctaw removals, 

served as agents and assistants in the Chickasaw removal. 

In spite of the Panic of 1837 and a crisis arising from the 

spoilage of tribal food rations, the Chickasaw, mostly 

traveling by steamboats, endured their removal with a minimum 

of suffering. Americans such as Gaines Kingsbury and 

William Guy went beyond the call of duty to help the migrants. 

Although their trip to the West had been efficient, the 

tribe encountered troublesome conditions in the Choctaw 

Nation. Drought prevented them from growing their main 

staple, corn, and smallpox brought debilitation to many 

once-strong Chickasaw women and men. To complicate these 

natural problems, the United States reneged on its treaty 

obligations to pay incompetent and adult orphan tribal members 
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the money received for the sale of their individual lands 

in the East. The government also failed to provide military 

protection from hostile Indians and whites until 1842, when 

it built Fort Washita."*" 

While he visited the Southwestern Territory in the winter 

of 1841-42, U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel Ethan Allen Hitchcock 

inspected the condition of the Chickasaw as part of his 

mission. During the next spring he summarized his impressions 

to the Department of War. He stated that the tribe had 

emigrated and: 

in their new country under the delusive expectation of 
wealth from their trust fund they have been exposed 
to a double evil. Their reliance upon their trust 
fund for money has induced a general neglect of industry 
and has resulted in a dependence upon external resources. 
This has thrown the inconsiderate, far the greater 
portion of the tribe, into the hands of creditors who 
on their part having also looked to the prospective 
wealth of the tribe, have willingly brought them into 
debt. 

No annuities having been paid, the creditors are 
gradually stripping the thoughtless of everything which 
constitutes an Indian's wealth; even, . . . to their 
very rifles in some instances. Their cattle and hogs 
are mostly used up--they have cultivated but little corn 
and while they are reputed to be the most wealthy of all 
the southwest Indians, they are absolutely in the very 
worst condition, almost grovelling in poverty and 
wretchedness. 

Hitchcock also noted that the Choctaw were receiving an 

annual payment of interest drawn from investments amounting 

to $530,000, which the Chickasaw had paid them for the western 

district of the Choctaw Nation. This equaled more than the 

Choctaw had received in annuities from the sale of all their 

lands east of the Mississippi. The Beloved Warriors watched, 

but continued to: 
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find themselves destitute of every comfort they have 
formerly enjoyed; and by a misunderstanding on the 
part of most of the tribe they have become subordinate 
to the Choctaw government, a government utterly foreign 
to their habits and offensive to their national pride. 
They feel as if they had purchased themselves into 
degradation. They have not the general intelligence 
of the Choctaws--are more attached to their ancient 
customs (the life-blood of the wild Indian) and feel 
humiliated and broken-spirited under the operations of 
a government which they are told they share with the 
Choctaws. 

There is no apparent remedy but time and increasing 
intelligence for removing their sense of subjection to 
the Choctaws, but I am induced to hope that by some 
appropriate action of Congress, a portion of the evils 
under which they are suffering may be alleviated by 
anticipating their prospective claims upon their trust 
fund; and that something in the shape of annuity may 
be paid to them the present year. Above all it is 
important that the payment to them should be uniform 
one year with another and punctually made. 

The inspector left little doubt concerning the effects 

of removal upon the Chickasaw. They had no money, even 

though they hoped for their rightful payments daily, and 

they believed they had lost control of their tribal govern-

ment. Hitchcock had recommended a change for the tribe, 

apparently hoping to make life more tolerable for them 

until they could adjust to their new and difficult conditions. 

If Congress could help the Beloved Warriors by buying enough 

time for them to become better educated and acclimated, 

perhaps the tribe would survive. 

For their government's management of the Chickasaw 

removal, Americans would lodge few complaints. The Van 

Buren Administration finally completed the goal which Jefferson 

had established after the purchase of Louisiana in 1803--

the eastern lands of the Chickasaw now passed into American 
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ownership. Perhaps, appropriately, the removal of this last 

major eastern tribe came only shortly before Jefferson's 

Democratic party lost its forty-year domination of the 

executive branch of American government to the Whigs in 

1841. Chickasaw tribal funds derived from the sale of their 

eastern lands to whites had been invested in state bonds by 

the Democrats, thus causing the Beloved Warriors to serve 

the needs of the United States in a dual manner. Since the 

Panic of 1837 provided a valid excuse for the Americans not 

to sell Chickasaw bonds at a depreciated price, the tribe 

faced the future in their new country with no money and only 

a bleak prospect of receiving some form of education to be 

provided at a future date in return for the sacrifices they 

had made for their great "White Father." In addition, the 

tribe had inadvertently made secure the most southwestern 

region of the United States for the slave-oriented economy 

of southern agricultural society. The Chickasaw had become 

the western vanguard of American slaveholders, but if 

Americans really wanted to know whether an eastern-developed 

economy could function at the edge of the semi-arid Great 

Plains, they would have to supply money to the Beloved 

Warriors, as Hitchcock advised. The first annuity payments 

to the tribe would not begin until 1844.^ 

In their "broken-spirited" condition on the war-torn 

frontier, the Chickasaw might have bemoaned why they had 

fallen victim to the policies of American whites. Once 
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known as the unconquered and most warlike native nation in 

the East, they now found themselves dependent upon the 

United States Government for military protection, food, 

and management of tribal funds. Ironically, they had also 

lost their autonomy and had become a subculture of the 

Choctaw Nation without losing a single military battle to 

either the United States or the Choctaw. An insight to 

their comprehension of this conquest without military defeat 

lay in the nature of American culture. In trying to be 

assimilated into American society by emulating many of its 

institutions, the Chickasaw had become subordinate to the 

whites. The Americans, especially after passage of the 

Indian Removal Act in 1830, could and would use the law as an 

offensive weapon against all subordinate "civilized" tribes. 

When the Chickasaw, whose leaders had continually expressed 

the tribe's ignorance and fear of white man's law, finally 

engaged the Americans in battle in November 1832 to defend 

their beloved homeland, the field of contest was a courtroom 

in Mississippi, and the battle was a case entitled Mingo 

and Allen v. Goodman. In his decision, Mississippi Circuit 

Judge Isaac R. Nicholson ruled that Tishomingo and James 

Allen, both Chickasaw leaders, had trespassed upon the rights 

of John Walker and Marshall Goodman by confiscating property 

which the two white merchants were attempting to sell within 

the Chickasaw Nation. The Chickasaw claimed this right of 

seizure under Article VII of the 1816 United States Treaty 
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with the Chickasaw.^ Tishomingo's and Allen's loss meant 

that Mississippi law held precedence over federal law in 

the Chickasaw Nation, and that state did not recognize the 

rights of the Chickasaw Nation. President Jackson made no 

effort to reverse the state court's decision, and the tribe 

had only three choices left--fight a suicidal tribal war 

against the U.S. Army, disintegrate, or sell its homeland 

and emigrate to the Western Choctaw Nation. 

Chickasaw leaders chose westward emigration as the only 

logical alternative for their tribe. Americans who rejoiced 

to see the Beloved Warriors cross the Mississippi for the 

last time would celebrate only a defiled victory, because 

their leaders had won the prize of Chickasaw land through 

clearly underhanded tactics. Knowing that the Beloved 

Warriors had believed President Washington's promise in 1794 

of perpetual security for the integrity of the Chickasaw 

Nation, Jefferson and all of his presidential successors 

through Jackson resorted to clandestine schemes and subter-

fuges to gain American control of tribal lands. The trial 

in which Tishomingo and Allen were convicted merely served 

as an honorable facade for white treachery. When they 

toasted the removal of the Beloved Warriors, Americans 

really honored a sad event--the betrayal of true friends 

whose kinsmen had often died while helping to promote other 

American dreams. 

In the West the Chickasaw found themselves intact as 

a tribe. Their problems did not diminish but changed, for 
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hostile and greedy whites and natives could be found in both 

Texas and the Chickasaw District. Although they had been 

conquered by American culture, the Chickasaw had survived. 

Their struggles continued, however, with only partial 

success, as they resolved to avoid the disintegration which 

many of the native eastern tribes had already experienced. 
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