
State Adaptation Plans

* Climate Action Plan

Despite regional, national and international efforts to combat climate change, past GHG emissions have already created
a rise in global temperatures, and will continue to do so in the future. Climate change will likely significantly affect
everything from coastlines and water supplies to health, ecosystems, and other natural resources. Communities will be
affected differently and experience differing degrees of change, so action to address these changes must take place at the
local level. States are recognizing the importance of pre-emptive action to address their vulnerability to climate change
and many have begun to address adaptation concerns either within broader state climate action plans, or through separate
efforts matching their mitigation activities.   

Read more on state adaptation activities.

Alaska
The Sub-Cabinet for Climate Change was created by Governor Palin in 2007. The Alaska Climate Change Adaptation
Advisory Group (AAG) is responsible for developing an adaptation response plan for the Sub-Cabinet, as part of the
state's overall Climate Change Strategy. The AAG was formed with four Technical Work Groups (TWGs) focused in
the following areas: Public Infrastructure, Health & Culture, Natural Systems, Economic Activities. The  final report
was delivered to the Sub-Cabinet in January 2010.

Additionally, The Immediate Action Workgroup (IAW) under Commissioner Hartig, Chairman of Governor Palin's
Executive Sub-cabinet on Climate Change, was established in 2007 to address known threats to communities caused by
coastal erosion, thawing permafrost, flooding, and fires. The Commission has since released two reports. The second,
"Recommendations to the Governor's Sub-Cabinet on Climate Change," actions and policies that the IAW recommends
be implemented in 2009-2010 for communities facing imminent threats.

California
On November 14, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-13-08 directing state agencies to plan for
sea-level rise and climate impacts. This included developing a statewide adaptation strategy for agency responses to
climate impacts. The Climate Adaptation Strategy was released in Dec 2009. Another key component of S-13-08
directed business, transportation and housing agencies to develop a report, which was released February 2009, assessing
the vulnerability of transportation systems to sea level rise.

Governor Schwarzenegger established the Climate Action Team (CAT) under Executive Order S-3-05 in June 2005.
CAT operates under the direction of Cal EPA and is comprised of members from the Business, Transportation and
Housing Agency, the Dept. of Food and Agriculture, Resources Agency, Air Resources Board, Energy Commission, and
the Public Utility Commission. CAT is responsible for coordinating state-level climate change actions. Additionally,
CAT is required to release a biennial science assessment report on climate change impacts and adaptation options for
California. The current report was released in March 2009. 

CA Adaptation Site

Colorado
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In November 2007, the state released its Climate Action Plan. The Plan included 70 policy option recommendations, of
which 14 are adaptation recommendations for the state's water supply, and one recommending a state vulnerability
assessment and creation of associated adaptation plans.

In April 2008, Governor Ritter signed Executive Order B007 08 creating a Climate Change Advisory Panel to make
recommendations for achieving the goals of the state's Climate Action Plan, including  ?mechanisms for conducting
effective planning for adaptation to climate change.? The panel met for the first time in June 2009.

Connecticut
In December 2008, the Governor's Steering Committee on Climate Change formed an Adaptation Subcommittee in
accordance with Public Act 08-98. The Sub-Committee is to assess climate impacts and develop recommendations for
changes to state and municipal programs and laws that would enable municipalities and natural habitats to adapt to such
impacts. Recommendation reports are scheduled for release summer 2010. Workgroups include Agriculture,
Infrastructure, Natural Resources and Ecological Habitats, and Public Health.

Florida
The  Florida Energy & Climate Commission created by Governor Crist and the Florida Legislature in the 2008
Legislative session, is the primary organization for state energy and climate change programs and policies. The
Commission is responsible for reviewing the Energy and Climate Change Action Plan annually, making
recommendations and monitoring legislative actions to ensure they meet the intended objectives. 

In addition, Executive Order (07-128) signed by Governor Crist created the Governor's Action Team on Energy and
Climate Change in July 2007. The action team was tasked with creating a comprehensive Energy and Climate Change
Action Plan for the state. One of the 6 Action Teams focused on Adaptation was tasked with developing "adaptation
strategies to combat adverse impacts to society, public health, the economy, and natural communities in Florida.? The 
Final Energy and Climate Change Action Plan was completed in October 2008, and includes a set of adaptation
objectives for state consideration.

Maine
In April 2009 the state legislature passed a resolve charging the Department of Environmental Protection to initiate a
stakeholder-based process evaluating options and actions available to state businesses and people to prepare for ?the
most likely? impacts of climate change.  People and Nature Adapting to a Changing Climate: Charting Maine's Course,
was presented to the legislature in February 2010. Initial strategies and recommendations are organized by All Sectors,
Communities and People, Environment and Natural Resources, and Economy; covering areas such as infrastructure,
transportation, land use, emergency management, coastal, forestry, water resources and others.

Maryland
On April 20, 2007, Governor Martin O'Malley signed an Executive Order (01.01.2007.07) establishing the Maryland
Climate Change Commission (MCCC) and charging them with developing a state climate action plan that addresses
both mitigation and adaptation. Maryland's Adaptation and Response Working Group (ARWG) was chaired by the MD
Department of Natural Resources and co-chaired by the MD Department of Planning (MDP). The ARWG was
comprised of 4 Technical Working Groups (TWGs): Existing Built Environment and Infrastructure, Future Built
Environment and Infrastructure, Resources and Resource-Based Industries, Human Health, Safety & Welfare. The state
released its Climate Action Plan in August 2008 focusing on the impacts from sea-level rise and coastal storm surges
(land erosion).

Massachusetts
On August 7, 2008, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick signed the 
Global Warming Solutions Act, which in addition to GHG reduction mandates, created the Climate Change Adaptation
Advisory Committee assigned with the task of analyzing strategies for adapting to predicted impacts of climate change
in the commonwealth. In May 2009 the Committee was assigned and organized into 5 sub-committees: Natural
Resources & Habitat, Local Economy, Human Health & Welfare, Key Infrastructure, and Coastal Zone & Ocean. Their
report is now scheduled for completion by Spring 2010.

New Hampshire
In November 2007, Governor Lynch issued Executive Order 2007-3 creating the Climate Change Policy Task Force.
The Task Force was comprised of 6 working groups, with one dedicated to Adaptation, and was tasked with creating a
New Hampshire Climate Action Plan. The final report was released in March 2009. Several chapters in the report
address adaptation, and there are 7 pinpointed recommendations addressing areas such as Public Health, Natural
Systems, the Economy, and Extreme Weather Events. Appendix 4.8 recommends state agencies be required to
incorporate both mitigation and adaptation into their planning and programmatic activities, while Appendix (4.9)
provides a detailed framework for each of the recommendations.

New York
The Office of Climate Change was created within the Department of Environmental Conservation, and is tasked with
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leading the development of programs and policies to address both mitigation and adaptation in the state.

In 2007, the State's Legislature created the  New York State Sea-Level Rise Task Force to assess impacts to the state
from sea-level rise and make associated recommendations. The initial scope of recommendations will include standards
and enforcement in the areas of: coastal development, wetlands protection, shoreline armoring and post-storm recovery;
as well as adaptive measure to protect and support the migration of habitats and species and incorporating climate
change impacts into state environmental agency plans. The Task Force began its efforts in June 2008, and is now
scheduled to complete their report by the end of 2010.

In August 2009 Governor Patterson signed Executive Order 24, creating the New York Climate Action Council. The
Council is charged with creating a draft Climate Action Plan by September 2010. The Plan is to cover both mitigation
and adaptation for all economic sectors in the state.

Virginia
The Governor's Commission on Climate Change was established by Executive Order 59 (2007) under Governor Kaine,
to create a Climate Change Action Plan. The Commission's Adaptation and Sequestration workgroup developed
recommendations spanning monitoring and projections, public and human health, coastal and shoreline management,
local planning, infrastructure protection and planning, floodplain management and insurance industry participation,
emergency planning response and recovery, multi-state natural resource plans, and water resource management. The
plan also calls for a separate Sea Level Rise Adaptation Strategy to be developed by 2011.

Specific responsibilities to respond are listed for individual state agencies/departments including: Commerce and Trade,
Environmental Quality (DEQ), Transportation, Health (VDH), Conservation and Research (DCR), Natural Resources,
Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF), Historic Resources (DHR), Water Control Board, Marine Resources Commission,
and the General Assembly. Additionally, recommendations to support local planning and address existing legislative or
other barriers to action are included.

Washington
In 2007, Preparation Adaptation Working Groups were formed as part of the state's overall Climate Advisory Team
(CAT). Vulnerabilities and recommendations for adaptive actions and research were released in the February 2008 CAT
report for agriculture, forestry resources, human health, water resources and quality sectors. 

A February 2009 Climate Change Impact Assessment report expanded on the impacts to state sectors such as Energy,
Hydrology and Water Resources, Forests, Coasts, Human Health, and Urban Storm water Infrastructure.

On May 15, 2009 Governor Gregoire signed Legislation (E2SSB 5560) requiring an ?integrated climate change response
strategy? to better enable state and local governments, businesses, non-governmental organizations and individuals to
better prepare, address and adapt to climate change impacts. A draft Strategy is scheduled for Spring 2011, with the final
report to the Legislature by Dec 2011.

On May 21, 2009 the Governor signed Executive Order 09-05 calling for an evaluation of the potential impacts from sea
level rise on the state's coastline and development of recommendations to address those impacts. The Order also calls for
the development of guidelines, tools and recommendations to assist the state and water users in preparing for impacts to
water resources as a result of climate change impacts.
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