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            WILL SCIENCE 
             SAVE THE 

  DISAPPEARING 
   BUMBLEBEE?

 By using ecosystem modeling and DNA 
analysis, we’re on the path to discovering 
whether habitat fragmentation and 
other human-infl uenced factors are 
causing a decline in bumblebee 
populations. This research will aid in 
the creation and maintenance of 
urban bumblebee habitats, which is 
good news for bees — and us.

       —  Sam Atkinson
Regents Professor of environmental 
science and member of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ 
Environmental Advisory Board
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This spring, President Neal Smatresk presided 
over his fi rst UNT commencement.

Power of education
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I believe in the power of higher 
education to change lives and to be 
a force for good in the world. Th ere 
is nothing more transformational 
than a college education. I experi-
enced it in my own life as a 
fi rst-generation college student 
who earned a Ph.D.  

Now it is my life’s work to help 
students change their lives. It’s an  
honor to have a part in shaping the 

destiny of our 36,000 students and to see them graduate. I was fi lled with pride 
at my fi rst commencement as UNT’s president this May witnessing 4,100 new 
graduates earn their degrees. I know they will achieve great things and strengthen 
our vital alumni network that is 361,000 members strong and growing. 

Th is spring, we’ve introduced the Eagle Express Tuition Plan to strengthen the 
pathway to graduation. Th e innovative fi xed rate tuition plan gives students a 
chance to save $4,000 if they earn their bachelor’s degree in four years. Th ey’ll 
save time, money and — most importantly — they’ll start their careers sooner 
with a valuable UNT degree that will increase their earning power many times 
over. You can read more about the plan on page 8. 

It’s our job as a university to give our students a great education and the 
foundation for a successful career and fulfi lling life. It’s also our job to give our 
communities and businesses a workforce that is full of bright, creative and 
entrepreneurial college graduates. 

By thinking outside of the box and creating initiatives like the Eagle Express, 
we’ll excel as a fi rst-choice institution — and create lasting impacts for the North 
Texas region, the state and industry.

UNT proud, 

Neal Smatresk
President
president@unt.edu
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Online  E X C L U S I V E S

northtexan.unt.edu/online

Connect with us at 
facebook.com/northtexas. 

Follow us at 
twitter.com/northtexan. 

Watch us on youtube.com/
universitynorthtexas.

Follow us at 
instagram.com/unt.

Visit The North Texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

issues of The North Texan
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories, 

photos, videos and recordings

Horses Help Veterans Heal
READ HOW DOCTORAL COUNSELING STUDENT HALLIE SHEAD 
— WHO STARTED HER OWN EQUINE THERAPY PRACTICE — IS 
CREATING MEANING AND RESEARCH RESULTS FROM USING 
EQUINE-PARTNERED COUNSELING TO HELP MILITARY 
VETERANS COPE WITH POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER. 

When you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online
at northtexan.unt.edu.

ONLINE FEATURES

ARTIST AT 
WORK
Watch a video 
of blind 
artist John 
Bramblitt  (’07) 

as he describes his painting process and 
listen to an interview on KERA’s Think.

MILITARY 
BANDS
Learn how 
music alums 
are making 
careers 

performing for President Obama and 
government dignitaries as members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces bands.  

MORE ONLINE FEATURES

•  PODCAST: DR. SMATRESK ON KERA
•  SLIDE SHOW: THE BIG EVENT
• VIDEO: COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
• VIDEO: BEST COLLEGE TOWN 

• SLIDE SHOW: UNIVERSITY DAY

GET CONNECTED
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D E A R  North Texan
 

Let us know what you think about news 
and topics covered in The North Texan.  
Letters may be edited for length and 
publication style.

Read more letters and share your comments at  

northtexan.unt.edu.

Kind mentor

I was saddened to read 
about the death of Dr. Gerard 
O’Donovan (“Friends We’ll 
Miss,” spring 2014). I was one 
of those 200 graduate degree 
recipients he mentored. In fact, 
if it wasn’t for him, I might not 
have earned my master’s degree.

I was a full-time teacher and 
needed to earn a master’s to 
keep my job. I talked to several 
universities in the area, but all 
required me to be a full-time 
student — in other words, to 
quit my job for 18 months. 
Since I was married and had 
house and car payments, that 
was not an option.   

I remember meeting with 
Dr. O’Donovan, fully expecting 
to be told the same thing, but 
instead he told me not to worry 
and that he would make it 
work. He even taught me one 
genetics course individually as a 
special problems course. 

Without his kindness, I am 
not sure I would ever have 
earned my degree. Thanks to 
him, I had a 34-year career as a 
biology teacher and have spent 
the last two years at Eastfield 
College in Mesquite as a 
microscopy lab coordinator 
and adjunct professor of 
biology. He was a great man 
with a big heart.

P.S. I have to tell you one 
funny thing about Dr. 
O’Donovan. The first time I 
was in his lab I was surprised 
to see he had boldly labeled all 

 
Old friends

 

   
The spring issue was one of 

the best that I have read and 
viewed over the last many 
years! I noticed the names of 
several classmates or people I 
knew on campus — Richard 
Menchaca, who was a very 
good UNT track athlete; 
David Ballauer, a really great 
discus thrower and shotputter;  
and, of course, when I was a 
graduate student, I believe 
Denton High School graduate 
Phyllis George was beginning 
her freshman year.  

I was acquainted with 
Spider Lockhart while we were 
seniors. He was a very talented 
football player. Football 
Consensus All American Joe 
Greene came later in the ’60s. 

Everyone was very friendly 
on campus, between classes 

and in the dorms — I lived 
two years in West Dorm. The 
dancing in the Union Building 
during, in-between and after 
classes was the “one-and-only” 
North Texas Push. Many great 
couples danced daily (pictured, 
a couple from the 1960 Yucca).

Thanks again for such an 
informative, enjoyable and 
loaded North Texan issue!

Michael Davidson
(’65, ’67 M.Ed.)
Hurst

Never too late

I attended North Texas in 
the ’70s during some real glory 
years. I was lucky enough to 
study voice with Grant 
Williams, sing in the A 
Cappella Choir under Frank 
McKinley and work in the 
opera program under Thomas 
Holliday while being sur-
rounded by fabulously talented 
students. I sang a La Boheme 
performance with Timothy 
Jenkins one semester and 
watched him on television Live 

at The Met the next semester.
One of the biggest regrets  

in my life was leaving school 
without a diploma to go to 
work in the real world, 
although I always retained 
some kind of music side job. 
Several years ago, at my wife 
Becky’s insistence, I contacted 
the College of Music to see if I 
could come back and finish. 

Carol Pollard, an academic 
counselor with the college, and 
Warren Henry, senior associate 
dean, helped me figure out a 
way to go back online and pick 
up some classes to complete my 
B.A. in music. Well, algebra 
hasn’t gotten easier over the 
years, but I completed it as well 
as four other classes, and I 
graduated in May! 

It really is never too late — 
especially with the supportive 
UNT administration’s help 
— and I couldn’t be prouder 
than to secure my degree from 
the university that taught me 
so much.

David Blassingame (’14)
Houston 
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DEAR  North Texan
Editor’s note: Sixth-grader Elise Clements is honoring 
Beulah Harriss through her Girl Scout Silver Award 
project. Harriss, a founding member of Denton Girl Scouts, 
also founded the physical education department and the 
Green Jackets at UNT and was inducted into the UNT 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Thanks to Elise, Denton once again 
celebrated Miss Beulah Harriss Day this year (the first 
celebration was in 1976 at the credit union she helped 
found). Elise also is working on a historical marker to 
highlight Harriss’ contributions.

the equipment with the letters 
“GOD.” At the time, I didn’t 
know those were actually his 
initials. Later, I realized the 
label included a period after 
the G (“G.OD”). 

Murry Gans (’78, ’87 M.S.)
Irving

Summer memories

After an unfortunate 
freshman year at another 

school, I made one of the best 
decisions of my life by 
transferring to UNT. I 
enrolled as an art major the 
summer of 1974. Though my 
first class of the day met at the 
challenging hour of 7:30 a.m., 
I always loved walking into the 
art building, the morning sun 
streaming through that great 
skylight and down the atrium.

I also hit it off with my 
dorm mate, another art major, 
and as the days grew hot we 
found ourselves part of a 
regular coterie that enjoyed a 
near-daily afternoon diversion: 
Pile into somebody’s car, 
sketchpads and cameras in tow, 
windows down, and head out 
for the rural roads of Denton.

Sometimes we’d start at the 
UNT golf course pond 
(pictured a decade earlier, from 
the 1965 Yucca) to watch 
big-whiskered catfish leap for 
bits of bread. Beyond campus, 
we’d breeze under cool, leafy 
tree tunnels or creep over the 
wonderful old Alton bridge. 

At the buffalo ranch, we’d 
get out and lock eyes with 
those magnificent beasts. And 
as the sun sank low, we’d cruise 
past beautiful horse farms 
— lush pastures, white fences 
and pink light on the gleaming 
coats of Thoroughbreds. All 
that, and we’d still get back to 
the dorm in time for dinner! 

Though I love New York 
City, my home for 30 years 

now, the simple charms of 
North Texas will always hold a 
special place in my heart.

Deborah Hay (’77)
New York City

I attended many summers 
at UNT from 1955 to 1964, 
when I graduated and became 
the music department chair at 
Abilene Christian University. 

Some of the things that 
impressed me most were these:

Miss Beulah Harriss
When my mom and I were going to the Emily Fowler 

Library to try and find a picture of Beulah Harriss, I 
noticed the historical marker out front for O’Neil Ford. I 
decided that was what I would like to do for my Girl Scout 
Silver Award. With the online newspapers and the Yucca 
yearbooks, we were able to document her life in Denton. 

I had Mayor Mark Burroughs proclaim Feb. 27, 2014, as 
Miss Beulah Harriss Day, like it was done in 1976. Since she is 
the first recognized Girl Scout in Texas, it is my goal to have 
her special day celebrated each year, just like we celebrate Girl 
Scouts founder Juliette Low’s birthday on Oct. 31 each year. 

My Miss Beulah Harriss Day event, where I displayed my 
project, was made extra special when some of her past 

students attended and I got to hear their stories. The best part 
of the night was getting to meet Dr. Jack Watson (Professor 
Emeritus of physical education), who was her neighbor and 
co-worker at UNT. He provided me with a paper he had 
written about her early life before moving to Texas. It helped 
to make my story of her complete.

Elise Clements
Denton
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when he arrived on the scene, 
and this changed my life. At 
my first lesson, he played 
through what I had written, 
and asked, “Why did you do 
this?” He then explained what 
good composition is made of, 
showed me how to do it, and 
set me on the road to becom-
ing a composer with more than 
100 publications.

5. One year the summer 
orchestra at UNT agreed to 
play student compositions, and 
I got to hear a real orchestra 
play my music for the first 
time. I then knew that 
composing for orchestra was to 
be a big part of my life. I am 
now the composer-in-resi-
dence with the Williamson 
County Symphony Orchestra 
(pictured), and I believe my 
summer experiences at UNT  
 

1. I could play golf Monday 
through Friday on the UNT 
golf course for $5 for the 
entire summer or $3 per 
summer semester. I’m still 
golfing but never had a better 
deal than that!

2. I played in the summer 
band under Maurice McAdow 
for several summers. He 
allowed me to play my trumpet 
until he had too many, and he 
switched me to tuba one 
summer. We played wonderful 
concerts outside every week.

3. I had my first graduate 
trumpet lesson with John 
Haynie, and he announced 
that I played  “out of tune.” For 
the first time in my life, I 
started listening to myself play. 
What a difference that made.

4. I was put with composi-
tion teacher Samuel Adler 

gave me just what I needed to 
achieve that goal.

Melvin “M.L.” Daniels 
(’64 Ed.D.)
Austin

I was on campus in the 
summer of 1955, between my 
junior and senior year. I still 
needed a P.E. credit, so I 
signed up for a swimming class 
taught by the late Fred 
McCain, then an assistant 
football coach. 

Near the end of the 
semester, Coach McCain asked 
each one in the class what 
grade we should get in the 
course. Before me, every 
student had said he or she 
should get an A. 

I couldn’t bring myself to 
say that — I was a terrible 

If you would like to comment 

on a story, share your North Texas 

memories or photos, submit news 

or obituaries, or otherwise get in 

touch with us, we would love to 

hear from you. 

Email: northtexan@unt.edu

Online: northtexan.unt.edu 

(follow the “Contact Us” link)

Phone: 940-565-2108

Fax: 940-369-8763

Mail: The North Texan; 

University of North Texas; 

Division of University Relations, 

Communications and Marketing; 

1155 Union Circle #311070;  

Denton, Texas 76203-5017

swimmer (and still am). I said 
that perhaps I should get a B, 
because I had tried really hard.

We had to swim the length 
of the pool in order to pass the 
course. Coach McCain walked 
the length of the pool with me 
as I swam. I don’t know if he 
wanted to encourage me or 
just make sure I didn’t drown.

Somehow I finished, and 
the class was over. When I got 
my grades later, I had an A in 
swimming. I almost laughed 
out loud. 

It really was an A for effort.  
A very belated thank you, 
Coach McCain!

Marilyn McGinnis 
Davis (’56)
Grapevine

Tell us about ... your campus headlines

Next year marks 125 years since UNT’s founding in 1890 as the Texas Normal College 

and Teacher Training Institute. As we make plans to celebrate, we’ve been looking back 

at milestones large and small through the decades and would like to know: What was 

the big news when you were on campus? Send letters or email to the addresses at right.
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 Today

UNT STUDENTS WHO SPEED TO GRADUATION 
and earn their bachelor’s degrees in four years can now save up 
to $4,000 with the Eagle Express Tuition Plan. 

They get the best of both worlds — a great education and 
an affordable price. In addition to the graduation incentive, 
undergraduate students benefit by locking in their tuition and 
fee rates for four years (12 consecutive semesters). 

Most importantly, they get a faster start on their career. 
UNT’s ultimate goal is to help students succeed and earn a 
degree in four years. To do this, the university is strengthening 
advising support, course offerings and career guidance to help 
students along. 

 I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N 
Brilliantly Green p /  10

Mean Green p /  12

Global Connection   p /  13

Ask an Expert p /  14

UNT Alumni  
Association p /  15 
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EAGLE EXPRESS 
TUITION PLAN   

UNT sets itself apart with an innovative fixed tuition 
price plan to save undergraduate students time and 

money — up to $4,000 if they graduate in four years.

Learn more about UNT’s new innovative  
tuition plan at unt.edu/eagleexpress.
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Eligibility for the Eagle Express Tuition Plan: 

• Students must meet Texas residency requirements and be 
seeking a bachelor’s degree. 
• The plan is available to all new freshmen and transfer 
students entering UNT in fall 2014 and beyond.
• Current students have a one-time opportunity to opt-in 
to the plan, and the incentive amount varies from $1,000 
to $3,000 depending on how close they are to graduation 
and how soon they finish. No continuing students will be 
allowed to join the plan after fall 2014.
• Graduate students are not eligible for the plan. 

Students have access to tips and resources through the Succeed 
at UNT initiative. Learn more at succeed.unt.edu. 

“The Eagle Express plan gets our students into the workforce 
sooner with an increasingly valuable UNT degree in hand,” says 
President Neal Smatresk, the plan’s architect. “With this plan, 
UNT is putting itself on the cutting edge in controlling the cost 
of higher education and providing extra incentives for students to 
graduate in four years.” 

One of two plans

The Eagle Express plan is one of two tuition plans that give 
students and families flexibility and convenience. Under the 
traditional tuition plan, the tuition and fee rate increases by 3.9 
percent annually for four years, starting in fall 2014. The Eagle 
Express plan locks in tuition and fee costs, including course fees, 
at a slightly higher initial rate than the traditional plan, but the 
rate remains fixed for four years.

 Each plan allows students and their families to better plan and 
budget because the rates are set for four years. And both plans 
enable UNT to continue offering a high-quality education at 
affordable rates. UNT created the Eagle Express plan as part of a 
state mandate requiring public universities to offer entering 
students a fixed tuition price plan starting fall 2014. UNT took 
the opportunity to extend the program to current students and to 
create an innovative plan that encourages timely graduation.  

Save time and money

Through the Eagle Express plan, students will save up to 
$3,000 in their last 15 hours by graduating on time. If they 
qualify for the statewide $1,000 tuition rebate, the total savings 
could be as much as $4,000. 

Eligible students starting in fall 2014 will pay effectively the 
same price for four years of tuition and fees as they would at 
today’s prices if they graduate on time and get the savings. But 
there is no penalty if students who opt into the Eagle Express 
plan don’t graduate in four years. Without the savings, they 
would end up paying about the same cost as they would on the 
traditional plan over four years. 

President Smatresk emphasizes that the Eagle Express plan 
helps students graduate in a timely fashion and save money. And 
the plan benefits the North Texas region and state, too.

“With the Eagle Express plan, we want to send a clear signal to 
high-ability students in Texas that we’re here to support them 
and their success and we want to keep them in the region and 
state,” Smatresk says. “They are the future of Texas — and we 
want to ensure the future remains bright.”   
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Today

B R I L L I A N T LY 
G R E E N

NSF graduate fellowship 

Natalie Parde (’13), a 
computer science and engi-
neering graduate student, 
wants to prove that computers 
can help improve human 

language and cognitive 
processing. This spring, she 
won a National Science 
Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship for her 
work in natural language 
processing, which advances 
computational understanding 
and generation of natural 
human language.

Parde, who also earned her 
undergraduate degree at UNT, 
will use the grant to develop 
ways for learners to exercise 
their cognitive skills by 

teaching information to 
intelligent agents, such as 
robots, using natural language.  

National debate tournament

In UNT tradition, UNT 
Debate Team members 
competed in the 2014 National 
Debate Tournament, the most 
prestigious tournament in 
competitive policy debate for 
U.S. college and university 
students. Held at Indiana 
University, this year’s tourna-
ment drew 74 teams of 

students, including two teams 
from UNT. Communication 
studies students who competed 
were senior Brian Kersch and 
sophomore Maxwell Anderson, 
and senior Colin Quinn with 
freshman political science 
major Hope Sauceda.

UNT’s program, ranked as 
one of the world’s Top 100 
college debate programs by the 
International Debate Educa-
tion Association, has qualified 
28 years for the tournament.

Pass it on: Great things are happening at UNT. Learn about them here and share 
our successes with your family and friends. 
• From City Hall to Shuford Hall. Prior to serving Dallas as mayor, Mike Rawlings built a career in 
advertising, working his way up to CEO of Tracy-Locke. Now he’s using his creativity to support causes of 
a different kind, leading Texas’ third-largest city. This spring, Rawlings was inducted into the C.E. Shuford 
Hall of Honor at UNT’s Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of Journalism for his growing impact on the region. 

• Spirit of Service honoree. Mean Green track and field sophomore Kedron Sowells is a stand-out 
sprinter at UNT and in the community. The pre-med kinesiology major and his teammates started the 
Warmth For Heart Foundation, serving the needy in Denton through clothing drives and other projects. This 
spring, Sowells was named a 2013-14 Conference USA Winter Spirit of Service honoree for his dedication.

• UNT goes plaid. As part of the university’s 125th anniversary in 2015, the UNT community voted for an 
official tartan designed by UNT fibers students. Senior Casey Heidt’s winning double-layer map design — 
reflecting the UNT campus and the Denton downtown square — incorporates UNT’s official colors. UNT’s  
design, below, is now registered in The Scottish Register of 
Tartans. Learn more about how the project will help support 
scholarships at tartan.unt.edu.
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   Distinguished lecturer

Roslyn M. Brock has spent 
her career climbing the ladder 
of success and inspiring others 
through her achievements. In 
2010, the 48-year-old became 
the youngest chair for the 
NAACP’s national board  
of directors.

This spring, Brock presented  
a lecture, “Courage for Equality 
and Justice,” as part of UNT’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series 
and conducted an informal 
discussion with students. 

Brock, who is the fourth 
woman to serve as NAACP 
chair, has been a leader within 
the association for more than 
27 years. She first joined when 
she was a freshman at her alma 
mater, Virginia Union Univer-

sity. Brock also holds three 
master’s degrees. Her career 
achievements include working 
for the W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion — one of the largest 
philanthropic foundations in 
the U.S. — which helps 
children reach their full 
potential in school and in life. 

UNT’s Distinguished 
Lecture Series brings world-
class speakers to the campus  
to present messages that 
enhance student learning 
outside the classroom.  
Learn more at studentaffairs. 
unt.edu/dls.

 Hispanic studies

According to the Pew 
Research Center, Hispanics 
account for more than half of 

the population growth in the 
U.S. in the past decade, with 
an increase of 50 million 
Hispanics. In response to the 
changing demographics in the 
workforce, UNT launched the 
Latina/o and Mexican-Ameri-
can Studies program for 
undergraduate students.

The program reinforces 
UNT’s commitment to 
educating students about the 
complexity, history, politics, 
sociology and culture of 
Hispanic communities. 
Students who enroll in the 
program will learn about 
Hispanics who come from  
22 different countries and 
collectively make up the 
Hispanic population in  
the U.S. 

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  F E L LO W 
Ila Manuj, associate professor of logistics, earned a Marie Curie International 
Incoming Fellowship to Austria from the European Commission to research  
supply chain complexity in industrial supply chains. The commission selects 
high-quality scientific and technological researchers as fellows to work on  
projects that encourage cooperation between Europe and other parts of the 
world. For her 16-month project that began in May, Manuj is working with 
researchers at Fachhochschule Steyer to better understand, define and mea-
sure complexity in a supply chain, as a product moves from source to customer. 

Her work could help companies improve their supply chain performance.

Roslyn M. Brock spoke  
this spring at the UNT 
Coliseum as part of UNT’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series.

Watch a video at 
northtexan.unt.edu/

online to see how UNT 
contributes to the 

progressive, creative 
and independent vibe 
of Denton, which was 

named the 2014 
Official Best College 

Town in Texas. 

W
illiam

 W
illis

Jonathan Reynolds
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Mean Green

New finance chief

This spring, UNT  
appointed Bob Brown (’80, ’90 
M.B.A.), certified public 
accountant, as vice president for 
finance and administration. 

Brown, who brings a wealth 
of expertise and executive 
leadership experience to his 

new position, served as vice 
president for business and 
administration at Texas 
A&M-Commerce before 
joining UNT in May. He has 
more than 30 years of experi-
ence as the chief business 
officer in various higher 
education institutions. 

In his new role, Brown will 
be responsible for the univer-
sity’s budget and finance area, 
including treasury services, 
decision support, compliance, 
general accounting and 
contracts, among other duties. 
He also will have oversight of 
facilities management, risk 
management, safety and police. 

Clinton Global Initiative

Danielle Lane, a junior 
psychology major, wants to 
raise support for members of 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer 
community in Texas. 

She got the opportunity to 
pursue her cause this spring 
when she was selected to 
attend the seventh Clinton 
Global Initiative University 
with full sponsorship from the 
American Association of 
University Women.

Held in March, the annual 
event was hosted by former 
President Bill Clinton and his 
daughter, Chelsea, to bring 

together innovative student 
leaders who submitted 
Commitment to Action 
projects in one of five focus 
areas: education, environment 
and climate change, peace and 
human rights, poverty allevia-
tion, and public health. Lane’s 
project focused on addressing 
the lack of support for 
members of the LGBTQ 
community in Texas. 

Lane is the second UNT 
student to submit a Commit-
ment to Action to the Clinton 
Global Initiative.

 

Hall of Famers and 
student success

Ri
ck

Ye
at

ts

 This spring brought recognition for Mean Green success  
on the field and in the classroom. In April, the Mean Green 
celebrated the induction of new members into the UNT Athletic 
Hall of Fame during a banquet at Apogee Stadium before the 
Green and White spring football game. Accepting Hall of Fame 
honors were, from left, Ernie Kuehne (’66), recipient of the  
Fred McCain Award, which is presented to individuals whose 
contributions and efforts advance the athletics program; 
Heather Hutyra (’08), soccer; and from football,  
Helen Cooper for her husband, Jim Cooper (’48),  

Scott Hall (’05), Cody Spencer (’11) and former head coach Clark “Corky” Nelson. 
Mean Green athletes also shine academically. This spring, UNT placed 154 student-athletes on Conference USA’s annual 

academic honor roll, for having earned a cumulative 3.0 GPA or higher. Thirty-seven Mean Green student-athletes earned 
a GPA of 3.75 or better and received the Commissioner’s Academic Medal. Football led with 32 student-athletes on the 
honor roll, including five medalists, and had the highest cumulative GPA in the conference. Swimming and diving followed 
with 28 honorees, including 13 medal winners, and women’s track and field followed with 17 honorees.

 This fall, getting to Apogee Stadium for Mean Green home game days will be easier. UNT Athletics is teaming up with 
the Denton Convention and Visitors Bureau and Denton County Transportation Authority A-train for complimentary 
transportation from various parking options in Denton. See page 40 for home game dates and highlights including the 
home opener against SMU Sept. 6. There also are plenty of opportunities to support the Mean Green away from home this 
fall, including games at Texas Aug. 30, Rice Oct. 25, UTEP Nov. 15 and UTSA Nov. 29. For the entire Mean Green football 
schedule and to purchase season tickets, visit meangreensports.com. 
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Thai engineering students 

The College of Engineering’s 
Summer Undergraduate 
Pro gram in Engineering 
Research allows international 
students and UNT faculty to 
transcend cultures and time 
zones to work on challenging 
engineering research projects. 

This spring, the program 
supported 17 students from 
Chulalongkorn University and 
Mahidol University in Thai-
land. Students conducted 
research at Discovery Park 
— UNT’s 300-acre research 
park — for eight weeks. At the 
end of their visit, they shared 
their SUPER experience in a 
presentation with their home 
university, says Kuruvilla John, 
associate dean of research and 
graduate studies in the college.

 “SUPER attracts top 
students from internationally 
ranked engineering schools in 
Thailand and Mexico to UNT,” 
John says. “The program allows 
students to learn from our 
highly qualified faculty experts 
while using our state-of-the-art 
research facilities.”

SUPER requires students 
to have a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher 
in their engineering discipline 
and a strong research interest 
in computer science and 
engineering, electrical engi-
neering, mechanical and 
energy engineering, or 
materials science and engineer-
ing at UNT. Many are 
considering graduate school at 
UNT, John says.

“This shows that UNT is a 
go-to destination for top 
students from around the 
world,” he says.

Taweekiat Trongwongsa, a 

junior computer engineering 
major at Chulalongkorn 
University, says the program is 
a great way to expand his 
knowledge and learn about 
American culture. He wants to 
work in computer security. At 
UNT, he conducted research 
with Hassan Takabi, assistant 
professor of computer science 
and engineering, investigating 
clone profile attacks. 

“I hope to pursue my 
graduate education in the U.S.,” 
Trongwongsa says, “and make 
greater contributions in my 
own country and the world.” 

 I N S P I R AT I O N  A W A R D 
Vishnu Dantu, a student in UNT’s Texas Academy of Math-
ematics and Science, earned the inaugural Sherman/Barsanti 
Inspiration Award and $10,000 prize for his innovative smart-
phone-based blood glucose monitor research. The honor was 
presented to Dantu at the UNT Alumni Awards ceremony in April. 
The award, established by longtime UNT supporters Bob and 
Bette Sherman, is open to students in any discipline. May TAMS 
graduate Jiacheng “Jason” He and piano performance graduate  

student Eva Polgar each earned $2,000 as runners-up. 

College of Engineering Dean Costas Tsatsoulis with students from 
Chulalongkorn University and Mahidol University in Thailand who 
spent eight weeks conducting research at Discovery Park this spring.

Angela N
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Goldwater Scholars 

UNT’s Texas Academy of 
Mathematics and Science 
seniors Annabel Wang and 
Sivabalan Manivasagam have 
been named 2014 Barry M. 
Goldwater Scholars. UNT 

leads all Texas universities, with 
54 scholars.

Wang researched thermo-
electric generators with Haley 
Lobland, research associate, 
and Witold Brostow, Regents 
Professor of materials science 
and engineering. Th e environ-
mentally friendly technology 
could replace ozone-destroying 
components typically found in 
Freon. Wang plans to earn a 
Ph.D. in materials science. 

Manivasagam researched 
thermochemical properties of 
transition metals with Angela 

Wilson, Regents Professor of 
chemistry. Th e information can 
help scientists researching the 
metals’ potential as catalysts in 
areas including pharmaceuti-
cals. After graduation, Maniva-
sagam plans to pursue his 
doctoral degree in physical 
chemistry. 

Counseling awards

Counseling professors Sue 
Bratton and Amanda Giordano 
were recognized this spring by 
the American Counseling 
Association for their dedication 

to the counseling fi eld.
Bratton, who serves as 

director of UNT’s renowned 
Center for Play Th erapy, was 
awarded the association’s 
Extended Research Award for 
two decades of research on play 
therapy and Child Parent 
Relationship Th erapy. Gior-
dano earned the Ralph F. 
Berdie Memorial Award for her 
research on addiction among 
college students. 

Preparing children to go back to school after a 
summer break can be an emotional transi-
tion for both parents and students. 

It’s important for parents to set a plan and begin 
early to help their families adjust from days of late 
morning slumber during the summer to early 
mornings on the go during the school year, says 
Arminta Jacobson, professor of human development 
and family studies. Jacobson, who also is director and 
founder of the UNT Center for Parent Education, 
has more than 30 years of experience in advising 
parents on how to adjust to milestones in children’s 
education, such as starting kindergarten or transi-
tioning from middle to high school.

“Parents can help students by analyzing needs 
before school begins and making a plan,” she says. 

Here are her tips for parents and students before 
the fi rst class bell rings:

Be intentional
• Analyze school, work and personal demands. To 
help, review school packets with information about 
your child’s class and teacher and fi ll out after-school 
activity, health and emergency contact forms.
• Refl ect on what you want to accomplish on school 

mornings and set a time to be out the door.
• Create a checklist and buy school supplies and 
clothes early to beat the crowds.

Plan
• Design a fl exible plan for accomplishing goals 
that can be revised as needed during the year. 
• Set clear bedtimes and mealtimes for the 
school year, and get in the routine well before 
school starts. 
• Help children ease back to school by visiting 
their schools with them and arranging a meet-
and-greet with teachers prior to the fi rst day. 

Get organized
• Set up an electronic calendar with reminder 
alerts for school meetings, after-school activities 
and other daily tasks.
• Designate a quiet study area in your home for 
completing homework. 
• Organize and label notebooks for diff erent 
courses and activities. Also create a system for 
storing backpacks and lunch boxes to prevent 
clutter and create a sense of order.
    — Adrienne Nettles

How can your family transition back to school aft er summer break?

................................................................................Ask an Expert

Ahna H
ubnik
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To join the association or learn more, 
visit untalumni.com, email 
alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834.

Ahna H
ubnik

Th e UNT Alumni Association contributes to student 
success each year by gifting a portion of its graduation tassel 
sales from the GRADitude program to support the Student 
Alumni Association scholarship program. Th is spring, the 
alumni association awarded junior Kathleen Spriggs and 
senior Chris Weatherspoon, Student Alumni Association 
members, $500 scholarships. Th ey are awarded based on need, 
community involvement and Mean Green pride. 

Weatherspoon, who is majoring in engineering, has 
participated in campus activities to promote class identity and 
student giving for UNT-related causes.

“Receiving this scholarship means a lot to me and encour-
ages me to donate as a student as well as continue to give back 
once I graduate,” he says.

Spriggs, president of the Student Alumni Association and a 
family studies major, says the scholarship will help her with 
out-of-pocket costs to attend UNT as an out-of-state student. 

“I’m excited about the opportunities this scholarship brings 
me,” says Spriggs, who hopes to become a child life specialist.

Th e UNT Alumni Association named Rob McInturf as its 
new executive director in May. McInturf has previously served 
as director and executive director of the University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington’s Alumni Association.

“I’m proud to lead the UNT Alumni Association at a time 
when UNT is rededicating university resources to reach more 
of our alumni and creating stronger ties between alumni and 
UNT,” McInturf says.       

 

HEIGHT STUDY
Is height important in 
matters of the heart? 
George Yancey, pro-
fessor of sociology, 
believes that the height 
preferences of men and 
women can in part be 
explained by traditional 
societal expectations 
and gender stereotypes.
In the study “Does 
Height Matter? An 
Examination of Height 
Preferences in Romantic 
Coupling,” lead author 
Yancey and research-
ers from Rice Univer-
sity uncovered that the 
height of a potential 
partner matters more to 
women than men. The 
study found that men 
were much less likely 
to say that height mat-
tered, and for those 
who did, they pre-
ferred shorter women.
The study appeared in 
an edition of the Jour-
nal of Family Issues.

Czech music endowment

UNT brings to campus 
distinguished Czech musicians, 
composers, artists and educa-
tors to teach, perform and 
conduct research thanks to the 
Dr. Frank J. and Hermine 
Hurta Kostohryz Residency in 
Czech Music and Culture in 
the College of Music. 

Th is spring, the college 
received $1 million from 
Francis Kostohryz to further 
endow the original 2006 
residency that honors his 
parents. Th e original endow-
ment has provided opportuni-
ties for UNT music students, 
faculty and guest artists to 
share classical and folkloric 
Czech music. Th e new gift will 
fund artist fees, travel and other 
expenses to maintain UNT’s 
collaboration with Czech 
musicians and educators.

Howard Hughes program

     Biology seniors Zane Gibbs 
and Son Le have earned 
placements in the national 
Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute Exceptional Research 
Opportunities Program this 
summer. Th e program aims to 
support the next generation of 
researchers, particularly those 
from traditionally underrepre-
sented backgrounds. Only 80 
students across the U.S. were 
chosen for this year’s program. 

Gibbs will spend the 
summer at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, and Le 
will travel to Oregon Health 
and Science University. 

UNT Alumni Association
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A gift of gab  

and UNT training  

helps bring the weird and 

wonderful world of  

science to life.

Santa Maria’s undergraduate advisor, says 
she was a standout student. 

“She could always be counted on to ask a 
question that began two jumps ahead of 
the rest of the class,” Jenkins says.

Santa Maria says she owes a lot to Jenkins. 
“Dr. Jenkins was supportive, but also 

tough. She helped me do the work and 
pushed me to my fullest potential,” she says.

As a graduate student, Santa Maria 
worked with Guenter Gross, professor of 
biology, as a cell-culture technician and lab 
manager in UNT’s Center for Network 
Neuroscience. She assisted with his 
research and had the freedom to plan her 
own experiments. And she says Kim 
Piccolo, her freshman biology lab coordina-
tor, was instrumental in honing her skills as 
a science educator. 

“Kim not only taught me how to teach 
but to embrace it as a talent,” she says. 

As a graduate teaching assistant under 
Piccolo’s direction, Santa Maria taught 
freshman biology, as well as labs and 
lectures for advanced classes, including 
those taken by students in UNT’s Texas 
Academy of Mathematics and Science.  
The academy was the nation’s first 
residential program for gifted high 
schoolers who take research-oriented 
college classes while earning a diploma. 

Having graduated from high school at 
16 and from college at 20, Santa Maria 
could relate to their unique challenges.

“I knew what it was like living on a 
college campus and yet wanting to go to 
your senior prom,” she says.

Santa Maria says as a talk show host 
she’s now teaching to wider audiences —
she has 54,000 Twitter followers and nearly 
32,000 Facebook fans. Even with great 
exposure and feedback, Santa Maria 
acknowledges that science is still not 
mainstream. But together with other young 
science communicators, she hopes to 
increase science literacy. 

“I just want to go where the people are.” 

lack holes and dark matter are intriguing 
space-time phenomena, but what are they 
exactly? Cara Santa Maria (’04, ’07 M.S.) 
explains the technical jargon and complex 
concepts involved in the latest scientific 
discoveries in astrophysics and other fields, 
from evolutionary biology to animal 
cognition. The Los Angeles-based science 
communicator has been delighting 
audiences worldwide with her gift of 
science gab since 2011 when she landed her 
first big gig as senior science correspondent 
and talk show host for The Huffington Post. 

Whether she is interviewing theoretical 
physicists about parallel universes or Nobel 
Laureates about virus treatments, Santa 
Maria is as comfortable navigating the 
nuances of science as she is interacting with 
the scientists themselves. 

 Now Santa Maria hosts her own 
pod cast, Talk Nerdy, and is a commentator 
on SoCal Connected, a news show on 
KCET, and TechKnow on Al Jazeera 
America. She also has appeared on CNN, 
the Travel Channel, Larry King Live, The 
Young Turks, Attack of the Show and BBC.

Equipped with a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and a master’s degree in 
neurobiology, Santa Maria attributes her 
ability to explain science to her UNT 
training, which taught rigorous, evidence-
based methods, and a love of conversation.

“Whether I’m at a dinner party with 
friends or in a public discussion,” she says,  
“my natural instinct is to talk about cool 
science stuff in an accessible way.” 

Psychology professor Sharon Jenkins, 
 

by Julie West B

Cara 
Santa Maria
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Cara Santa Maria 
(’04, ’07 M.S.)
Los Angeles, Calif.

 
Degrees: 
Bachelor’s in psychology and 

master’s in neurobiology 

Advice for science writers:  
Take science classes to under-

stand the scientists you are inter-

viewing. Most fundamental con-

cepts in science are completely 

graspable if you talk about them 

the right way. Talk to scientists 

about what they do in their labs. 

Shadow them to understand their 

day-to-day routine.

Best part of job:
It’s the content I love, the hours, 

the amazing people I meet along 

the way. And the ability to work 

one day in TV and the next day in 

radio or print is fantastic. 

On tracking cool science:
Twitter is my RSS feed. I follow a 

specific group of individuals and 

news outlets so that I can curate 

what’s interesting in the world. 

It’s very fast, and it’s a good way 

to get a sample of what’s happen-

ing. I also collect a list of smart 

and critically thinking bloggers 

and science communicators in my 

network. I know my go-to people 

for animal cognition, human  

sexual behavior and cosmology. 

Visit northtexan.unt.edu/ 

online to read more Q&A 

and listen to a podcast.

A
lejandro B

arragan IV
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 Muse

DESIGN FOR 
LIVING

 
Interior designer Stephen Sills (ʼ73) creates timeless 

yet modern personal spaces for prestigious clients.

Read more about Sills and his design work 
at northtexan.unt.edu/design-for-living.

 i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n 
Books p /  20 

Dance and Theatre p /  21

Upcoming Events p /  21 

Music p /  22

Television and Film p /  22 

Visual Arts p /  23

Johansen Krause

STEPHEN SILLS (’73) KNOWS WHAT MAKES 
a perfect space. He has designed homes for Tina Turner, Studio 
54 founder Ian Schrager and Vogue editor Anna Wintour as well 
as major hotels, and he has frequently been named to Architec-
tural Digest’s list of 100 Top Interior Designers in the U.S.  

Sills always wanted to pursue a career as a painter and an 
artist and chose UNT for its strong interior design program. 
Th e highlights of the New York City-based designer’s career 
can be found in his book Decoration, released last year.  

“Th e home tells the story of the person who’s living there,” 
Sills says. 
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 Muse
Books

Colonial medicine
Kelly Wise-
cup, assistant 
professor 
of English, 
explores how 
conversa-

tions about illness and healing 
among European colonists, 
Native Americans and New 
World Africans infl uenced 
colonial writing in her book 
Medical Encounters: Knowledge 
and Identity in Early American 
Literatures (University of Mas-
sachusetts Press). 

“Th e book was inspired fi rst 
by my sense that colonists were 
far more interested in and reli-
ant upon Native and African 

American medical knowledge 
than scholars had accounted 
for,” Wisecup says. 

“Native and African peoples 
used their medical knowledge 
to critique colonists, attain con-
trol over their own bodies and 
actions and to call their people 
to ‘healthy’ modes of living.”

Indian activist 
Th e most 
visible 
exponent of a 
grassroots, 
nonviolent 
movement 

that saved India’s mountain 
forests from commercial 
exploitation is the subject of 
Ecology is Permanent Economy: 
Th e Activism and Environmen-
tal Philosophy of Sunderlal 

Bahuguna (SUNY Press) by 
George James, professor of 
philosophy and religion studies. 
James spent a decade following 
Bahuguna, whose work 
resulted in legislation protect-
ing the trees for local hill 
people. James was researching 
infl uential environmental 
movements in India when he 
came across Bahuguna, who 
was inspired by Gandhi. 

“I had an instant rapport 
with Bahuguna and felt his 
story needed to be told,” he says. 

Soviet society
In Popular 
Perceptions of 
Soviet Politics 
in the 1920s: 
Disenchant-
ment of the 

Dreamers (Palgrave Macmil-
lan), Olga Velikanova, associate 
professor of history, studied the 
popular opinions of people in 
post-revolutionary Russia. 

Velikanova was one of the 
fi rst scholars to discover new 
sources about surveillance on 
the population conducted by 
the country’s secret police. 

Before sociological polls 
came into being, this surveil-
lance documentation gave the 
Soviet authorities (and now 
historians) an idea about popu-
lar mindset. 

“Without studying popu-
lar moods and opinions, it’s 
impossible to understand how 
Stalinist regime functioned,” 
she says. 

Luck of the draw
As a student, Steve Pietzsch (’73) created an illustration — featuring three ears emerging from the bell of a horn — that appeared on the cover of the One 

O’Clock Lab Band’s 1973 album. Pietzsch, an advertising major, didn’t know he could make a career out of drawing. 

“That was my fi rst I-like-this-illustration thing,” he says, realizing, “Wow, that’s what I want to do.”

He has made quite a career as an illustrator, with his work appearing on the covers of Rolling Stone and Texas Monthly magazines. Aft er several career chang-

es, including years of working in computer animation and a stint with 

Disney, he’s now pursuing painting on a full-time basis. 

Pietzsch’s fi rst job aft er college was for a Dallas advertising 

agency before he went into illustration full time. His art has appeared 

in advertising campaigns for American Airlines and on the covers of 

Avon and Bantam books. His 1988 cover for Rolling Stone featured a 

turntable for a story on the 100 best singles of the previous 25 years. 

He produced 11 covers for Texas Monthly — including a quirky portrait 

of presidential candidate H. Ross Perot in 1992 and the “Planet 

Texas” illustration for the magazine’s 20th anniversary issue.

 “It was just awesome to see something like that sit on the news-

stand,” he says. “It’s like you put a little mark on the planet.” 

But as technology changed the market for hand-drawn illustra-

tions, he began working as a digital artist for a video game company 

in Austin. He’s also illustrated album covers for country artists Kinky 

Friedman and Charlie Robison, and worked on the Disney Epic Mickey 

video game project. Now retired and living in the Hill Country, he can 

devote his time to painting his “surrealistic” landscapes. 

“I can create a world and I have the power to make it look any way I 

want it to,” he says. “I have fun with that power.”  
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Upcoming 
 Events

  
Dance and Theatre

Improv actor

Curt Dixon (’86) doesn’t 
work from a script. As found-
ing member of the New York 
City-based Improvisational 
Repertory Theatre Ensemble, 
he spoofs Stephen King novels 
and night court sessions from 
the top of his head and
audience suggestions. 

Two exhibitions running through July 19 at 

UNT on the Square show pictures of rural 

life. Diane Williams: Life on the Blackland 

Prairie features photographs from the region 

that will be donated to the UNT Libraries, 

while Bankston, Shugart and Stryker: Horse 

Country Photographers includes pictures 

that are part of the UNT Libraries’ Special 

Collections. UNT on the Square also will 

feature faculty and staff work at the On My Own Time exhibition July 

28-Aug. 9, reception 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 1; and an exhibition by 

studio arts professor Robert Jessup, an Institute for the Advancement 

of the Arts fellow, Aug. 24-Sept. 25. 

Faculty members and workshop students will show off their talents at 

free concerts this summer. The Jazz Combo Workshop faculty concert 

begins at 3 p.m. July 13 and the student concert starts at 1 p.m. July 18, 

both in the Music Building’s Voertman Hall. The Middle School/Junior 

High Honor Choir concert is at 12:30 p.m. July 19 in the Murchison Per-

forming Arts Center’s Winspear Performance Hall. Mariachi students 

perform in a concert at 1 p.m. July 26 in Winspear Performance Hall.

Steve Wozniak, the Silicon Valley inventor and philanthropist who 

helped shape the computing industry with the design of Apple’s first 

line of products, will speak at 7 p.m. Aug. 18 in the UNT Coliseum as 

part of the Distinguished Lecture Series. Tickets are free for students; 

$10 for faculty, staff and alumni; and $15 for the general public. Buy 

tickets at studentaffairs.unt.edu/distinguished-lecture-series/woz.

Discoveries of the Meeting Place features the works of photographers 

from the United States, Europe, South America and Asia. The exhibi-

tion, which is part of FotoFest Biennial of Photography and Photo-re-

lated Art in Houston, runs Sept. 11-Oct. 18 at the UNT Art Gallery, with a 

reception from 5 to 7 p.m. Sept. 11. The event is sponsored by the Mary 

Jo and V. Lane Rawlins Fine Art Series.

Visit calendar.unt.edu for more upcoming events. 

 

After graduating with an ad-
vertising degree, Dixon moved 
to Los Angeles, where he 
belonged to the famous improv 
group The Groundlings.

 “I love the discovery aspect 
of improv,” he says. “It is incred-
ible to see how following a few 
basic rules can result in such  
a fantastic journey for not  
only the improvisers, but the  
audience.” 

UNT helped fuel his imagi-
nation.

“I was surrounded by creativ-
ity and artistic expression,” he 
says. “Thinking outside the box 
was not only accepted but en-
couraged in most of my classes.”

Searching for the truth
Clint Richmond learned 

many things from journalism 
professor C.E. “Pop” Shuford, 
but one lesson stands out.

“The quickest way to  
fail for Shuford was to let  

any opinion leak into the story assignment,” says Richmond,  
who attended UNT in the late 1950s under the name  
Gerald Richmond.

His love for facts led Richmond to a career as a reporter for 
The Dallas Times Herald, where he covered the assassination of 
President Kennedy, and, later, as a freelancer, writing for such 
magazines as People, Time and Newsweek. He’s also published 
10 nonfiction books, including Selena!, the best-selling biogra-
phy of the legendary Tejana singer, and, most recently, Fetch the 
Devil (ForeEdge/University Press of New England), about an 
unsolved 1938 murder of a mother and daughter in El Paso that 
he learned about from a Dallas sheriff. Richmond stayed on the 
story for decades, even when law enforcement denied him  
access to the files. He doesn’t solve the murder, but he finds a 
plausible solution.

“As a journalist, you get onto something until you satisfy 
yourself,” he says. 
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 Muse
Voice contestant 

 

Chris Hawkes, along with 
his singing partner Miranda 
Dawn, wowed the panel of 
NBC’s reality singing com-
petition The Voice this season 
— enough to make it to the 
second round of battles on 
coach Adam Levine’s team and 
garner a top-selling single, “I’ve 
Just Seen a Face,” on iTunes.

Hawkes, who studied art at 
UNT from 2000 to 2005, will 
be working with Dawn on their 
second album as the duo tours 
the country this year.

“To have input from such 
successful artists gave us a lot of 
confidence,” he says.

Another Voice contestant, 
Madi Metcalf, part of the duo 
Alaska and Madi, attended 
several jazz workshops at UNT 
and said on the show that she 
plans to return as a student. 

Lifetime of work
 
 

Improbable Encounters, the 
new CD/DVD from Joseph 
Klein, composition studies 
chair and professor, is a reflec-
tion of 30 years of work and a 
unique array of influences.

school band director at Lamar 
CISD, together with her 
husband, Noe, produced and 
recorded the Lucky Diaz album 
¡Fantastico!, which won the 
Latin Grammy Award for Best 
Children’s Album. She also 
worked on Diaz’s newest CD, 
Aqui y Alla, out this spring.

“At UNT, I realized that the 
music career I had imagined 
could be achieved,” she says. 
“The staff and music faculty are 
not only world renowned, but 
they are real people, from cities 
like where I was from, living 
their dreams and inspiring me.” 

 
Music

Latin Grammy winner

When Christina Martinez-
Benitez (’04) first arrived at 
UNT, her goal was to become 
a band director. But she had no 
idea that there were so many 
different fields in music. Now 
Martinez-Benitez, a middle 

The recording features 
several solo works from faculty 
colleagues and the UNT Nova 
Ensemble and pieces with 
theatrical elements, intermedia 
and 5.1 computer music. 

Klein’s interests and influ-
ences are as diverse as fractal 
geometry and literature.

“I have always been fasci-
nated by the convergence of  
science, math and music — 
patterns, cycles, processes,” he 
says. “Most of the works I have 
composed in the past 20 years 
have been inspired by the writ-
ten word, whether it is a setting 
of text to music, or instrumen-
tal music that is based abstract-
ly on some literary work.” 

Television and Film

Behind the scenes

Michael “Jocco” Phillips (’92) 
always loved watching mov-
ies as a kid. When the movie 
Necessary Roughness filmed on 
campus in 1991, he got the 
chance to work with the crew 
and he knew it was just what 
he wanted to do for his career.

Phillips now serves as first 
assistant director for the long-
running TV show Bones, and 
the Cinemax show Banshee.  
In addition to assisting the  
director, he coordinates pro-
duction and supervises the  
cast and crew. 

Apocalyptic stunts
Depending on the day, 

kinesiology sophomore 
Taylor Towery can be 
found in class, practicing 
with North Texas Cheer 
or getting shot in the 
chest on the set of AMC’s 
The Walking Dead. 

“Being a stunt zombie 
is weird,” says Towery, who was surprised to find that every 
zombie in the show has a unique acting style. “Until they said  
‘Action,’ I wasn’t quite sure what I was going to do.”

Stunt work is a family business for Towery, whose dad, Russell 
Towery, is the stunt coordinator for the series. 

“I love the challenge of figuring out how it’s going to happen 
and what you need to do to keep safe but make it work,” Towery 
says. “The adrenaline is my favorite part. It’s such a rush!” 

As a full-time student involved on campus, she says prioritiza-
tion is key. She credits understanding professors, who help her 
out when they can, and a 10-year gymnastics career that taught 
her to manage time wisely. 

Towery has performed stunts in Language of a Broken Heart, 
Cooper and the Castle Hills Gang and 2014 films Merry Friggin’ 
Christmas and Hoovey. She hopes to continue stunt work 
alongside a career in corporate wellness.
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Two faculty members will gather inspiration from 

nature when they complete projects as fellows in UNT’s 

Institute for the Advancement of the Arts in the 2014-15 

academic year.

Metalsmith Harlan Butt, Regents Professor of studio 

art, and David Taylor, senior lecturer in English, will be 

granted a semester off  from teaching duties to work on 

their projects full time. 

The fellowship will allow Butt to work on a series of 

vessels with intricate lids that reflect his experiences 

hiking and camping at U.S. National Parks. He has cre-

ated the vessels since 2003 — including a tall, cylindri-

cal silver and enamel vessel reminiscent of a cactus at 

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona and 

a short, rounded silver and enamel vessel with outlines  

of bears and a lid of leaves and blueberries at Denali National Park and Preserve in Alaska. 

Taylor will take contemporary Texas musicians on 15- to 20-mile canoe trips down the Trinity and other rivers in the state to get their thoughts and 

musings on the “Texas River Song.” The folk song, popularized by Townes Van Zandt and Lyle Lovett, mentions the names of 14 Texas rivers while tell-

ing the story of a man who lost a would-be girlfriend. Taylor will write a series of essays about the trips for a book.

The Institute for the Advancement of the Arts also named its artist in residence for the 2014-15 year. Novelist Aleksander Hemon, a native of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina and author of The Lazarus Project, will spend about fi ve weeks throughout the year on campus to work with writing students and 

discuss his work. Hemon has been a fi nalist for a National Book Award and a National Book Critics Circle Award.

He’s also worked on such 
fi lms as 50 First Dates, Magnolia 
and Boogie Nights and the TV 
show Prison Break. 

“I hope to be a producer and 
be the fi rst person to win an 
Oscar for a made-for-television 
movie — just kidding,” he says. 

Visual Arts

International exhibit

Rosemary Meza-DesPlas 
(’88) was excited to see two of 

Finding art in nature 

UNT’s 2014-15 Institute for the Advancement of the Arts fellows Harlan Butt, 
Regents Professor of studio art, right, and David Taylor, senior lecturer in English, left.

her drawings displayed at the 
women-focused exhibition 
“Half the Sky: Intersections 
in Social Practice Art” in 
Shenyang, China, this spring. 

But Meza-DesPlas, who 
submitted her artwork for the 
juried show, also appreciated 
the opportunity to serve as 
one of 13 delegates and 
project installation director. 

She got to network with 
artists from around the world 
and “enhance my learning as an 
artist and expand my perspec-
tive as a human being.”

“As an art historian, I have 
an appreciation for diff erent 
cultures, respecting the history 
and legacy off ered by each,” 

says Meza-DesPlas, who 
teaches at El Centro College 
in Dallas. “Th is will augment 
my classroom instruction and 
benefi t my students.”

In fashion

Th e Texas Fashion Collec-
tion has four outfi ts by famed 
designer Charles James — and 
one of them played a role in 
the New York Metropolitan  
Museum of Art’s exhibition of 
James’ works, “Beyond Fashion,” 

running until Aug. 10. Th e collec-
tion loaned an understructure of 
an evening gown’s skirt.

“It was in the name of research 
and getting to examine a dress 
from deep inside the layers of 
his extraordinary construction 
methods,” says Myra Walker, de-
sign professor and curator of the 
fashion collection. “Charles James 
was a genius designer.”

Th e detail made the catalog, 
which credited UNT, the Texas 
Fashion Collection and the Col-
lege of Visual Arts and Design. 

M
ichael Clem

ents
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rowing up, the six children of Rudy Guerra Sr. 
and his wife, Carmen, learned the importance of 

dedication, hard work and education from watching 
their parents build a family-owned business. Th e 

company that started in a small space in Dallas now has a 
global reach from its more than 200,000-square-foot 
headquarters in Carrollton. Rudy’s Tortillas supplies 40 states 
and 12 countries with its products, used in such chains as 
On the Border, Chuy’s and Abuelo’s. 

But at its beginning in 1945, it was a small tortilla factory in 
Dallas owned by Jose Guerra, who sold it to his son Rudy 
Guerra Sr. and daughter-in-law Carmen in 1964.

“It was an opportunity to provide a better education for the 
kids,” Kathy Purser (’81) says of her father’s decision to buy the 
company.  “He told us, ‘Don’t come back in the business unless 

you come back smarter than me.’ He didn’t want us to come 
back unless we were really going to contribute.”

And so they did. Several of the Guerra family members 
pursued an education at UNT, where they received the 
Generations of Excellence Award this April for extraordinary 
service to UNT through the generations. Today, three of Rudy 
Guerra Sr.’s children — including Joe Guerra (’96) — own the 
company, and Purser serves as the company’s controller. 

Th e Guerras’ family-owned business is one of many with 
strong UNT ties, exemplifying the entrepreneurial spirit of 
the university and its contribution to the economy of Texas 
and in particular the Dallas-Fort Worth area, home to 
237,000 alumni. 

UNT’s programs prepare students as independent thinkers 
equipped to become business owners with guidance from 

by E R

Committed alumni consolidate their talents and work ethic to keep family 
businesses thriving while supporting current UNT students.
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Rudy’s Tortillas
Siblings Kathy Purser (’81) and Joe Guerra (’96) help run 
third-generation family tortilla company in Carrollton.
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faculty and professional mentors, networking events and 
on-the-job training through internships. 

Also, alumni and community entrepreneurs gain the family 
business skills and inspiration they need with resources 
available at UNT’s Discovery Park, Innovation Greenhouse 
and Murphy Center for Entrepreneurship. And this fall, a new 
family business initiative including a new course will help 
students, alumni and the community better navigate their 
family businesses.

Generations at work
Purser earned her accounting degree at UNT, where she 

served in Alpha Delta Pi and has fond memories of listening to 
the One O’Clock Lab Band play in the University Union. After 
graduation, she worked at a CPA fi rm and for other businesses, 
but as the family business grew, it needed a full-time accoun-
tant. Nine years ago, she joined Rudy’s Tortillas. 

“I know my bosses really well, and I respect them,” she says 
of her three brothers who own the company. “It’s my nature to 
put my all into any job, and if I am going to do that, I might as 
well do that for them. I feel good about it every day.” 

Joe Guerra, vice president, came to UNT with a goal of 
making a career at Rudy’s Tortillas. Like his siblings, he grew 
up working in the family’s store, selling tortillas, cooking 
barbacoa, driving the delivery truck — and learning the 
importance of each job. At UNT, faculty members taught him 

skills in classes about cost controls and fi nancial aspects that he 
could apply to the company.

“I enjoyed it so much, learning and growing up in the 
business, that I pursued a degree that would help me to 
continue to grow in that business,” says Guerra, who earned a 
degree in restaurant and hospitality management and now 
serves on the College of Merchandising, Hospitality and 
Tourism’s Hospitality Board of Governors. 

As a member of a family business, he says he loves being 
able to see his relatives every day and ask about their children 
and summer vacation plans. But owning a business with family 
also comes with its challenges, like the times “when one of your 
siblings gives you a noogie because you’re the little brother,” he 
says with a chuckle.

Other Guerra family members also attended UNT and 
were recognized as part of the Generations of Excellence 
award. Th e family proudly gives to the university and estab-
lished the Rudy’s Tortillas Foundation Scholarship in 1996 to 
support UNT students. 

“Th e university prepared me well,” Joe Guerra says. “I’m 
happy to be able to give back and look forward to being able to 
participate in the university in any way I can.”

Resourceful and innovative
Th e Nguyen sisters built their business when a weekend 

hobby turned into a full-time job. Several years ago, Van 

NV Cupcakes
Sisters Van Weaver (’05) and Ngoc Nguyen (’10) 

build Denton area business baking specialty cakes.



M
ichael Clem

ents

Weaver (’05) searched for a fi re truck cake for her son’s fi rst 
birthday and found bakeries charging hundreds of dollars.

“I could bake this myself,” she thought. She called her sister 
Ngoc Nguyen (’10) and said, “We’ve watched enough Food 
Network shows to do this.” 

And they did. After the success of the fi re truck cake, 
Weaver baked a cake for a nephew. Friends saw it and asked her 
to bake theirs. Soon, she was making more money baking cakes 
on weekends than she was earning in her full-time job. In 2010, 
the sisters opened NV Cupcakes, a bakery in Corinth, handling 
walk-in customers craving cupcakes and baking special-order 
cakes for baby showers, birthdays and corporate events.

“Th e business is like studying for an exam,” says Nguyen, 
who earned a degree in biology. “You never know what the 
outcome will be unless you try hard and work hard every day.”

Both sisters had artistic talents and crafty skills they put to 
work in decorating. But a rehabilitation services degree from 
the College of Public Aff airs and Community Service helped 
Weaver learn to be resourceful and innovative in running a 
business, she says. 

Th ey’ve expanded their off erings to include chocolate-
dipped treats and a plethora of brittle. Some of their products 
are available in Denton candy stores and will soon be in 
Carrollton, Grapevine and Lewisville. Th e Nguyen sisters 
opened their new Denton location on Hickory Street in June. 

Th e duo still shows Mean Green pride, entering (and 
winning) a cake decorating contest at Homecoming in 2011 
and earning the Murphy Entrepreneurship award in 2012 from 

the College of Business’ Murphy Center for Entrepreneurship, 
which helps budding businesses. And after learning the trade 
through the Food Network, they appeared on the network’s 
Cupcake Wars in 2012. Th e sisters also have donated more than 
20,000 cupcakes to schools and charities in four years.

Bridal showers and weddings make up a big part of their 
business. More than once, Weaver has answered her phone to 
hear a crying bride, just hours away from walking down the 
aisle, who doesn’t have any cupcakes for her guests. Something 
fell through with the original baker. And more than once, 
Weaver has whipped up 300 cupcakes in three hours, making 
sure the wedding had a sweet ending. And she has seen brides 
return for cakes for baby showers, fi rst birthdays and more. 

Th e joy of helping customers — and working with each 
other — keeps the sisters baking.

“Van is my best friend and I am hers, I hope she would say,” 
Nguyen says. “It’s a privilege to be working with her.” 

Old-fashioned service
Lindy (’72) and John Rydman (’72), second-generation 

owners of Spec’s Wines, Spirits and Finer Foods, say some 
people ask how husbands and wives can work together. But 
they ask how husbands and wives can’t work together. 

Th e Rydmans grew up watching their parents run a 
business. Lindy Rydman’s father, former UNT student Carroll 
“Spec” Jackson, and his wife, Carolynn, opened Spec’s in 1962 
in Houston, and John Rydman’s parents and grandfather 
owned hardware stores.

Spec’s Wines, Spirits 
and Finer Foods

Husband and wife team 
John (’72) and Lindy 

Rydman (’72) have 
grown the family’s 
original one store 

in Houston to 
158 stores 

across Texas.
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“We learned a lot of the dynamic of the family-owned 
business by osmosis,” Lindy Rydman says.

Spec’s began as a 1,000-square-foot store in Houston and 
has expanded into a chain that now includes more than 3,000 
employees in 158 stores across Texas. Spec’s introduced wines 
to the stores in 1974 and added sandwiches, crackers and 
cheese in the 1980s. Th e Rydmans’ daughter, Lisa Rydman, has 
joined them in the business, too. 

Today, they say they used the skills learned at UNT to 
orchestrate the success of their growing business. 

“I am a conductor even today for a company, trying to 
dream up this stuff  and get everybody to play their part,” says 
John Rydman, who played saxophone as his primary instru-
ment at UNT and planned to become a band director. 

Lindy Rydman uses tips from her music education classes in 
helping train employees. She says that special training and the 
family feel of the business give Spec’s customers a welcoming 
experience — and make its employees feel valued.

“I really think the secret to our success is getting people 
involved, feeling like a part of our family and knowing that the 
most important thing we do every day is take care of the guest,” 
she says. “We off er old-fashioned 1950s service like you used to 
get at a gas station when people would come out and clean your 
windows, check your tires and check under the hood.”

UNT and music brought the Rydmans together — and 
they have supported both over the years. In 2001, they gave $1 

million to UNT through Spec’s Charitable Foundation to 
endow the One O’Clock Lab Band Fund, providing for the 
annual operations of the Grammy-nominated band and using 
the excess for jazz scholarships. John Rydman helped arrange 
for the band to perform with the Houston Symphony and at 
the Spec’s fl agship store in downtown Houston in 2010.

“It’s been quite a fun ride,” he says.

Influence of incubator
Th e reputation of the music school and a high school band 

director’s encouragement inspired the young clarinetist Harold 
Gore (’52) to attend North Texas “on a hope and a prayer,” says 
his son, Richard Gore (’80).  

After graduating, Harold Gore became a band director, and 
in 1967, he purchased Pender’s College Store, then a soda shop 
with art supplies and just a few shelves of sheet music on 
Mulberry Street. In 1989, Pender’s moved to its current spot 
— a former furniture store near the Denton square. 

“Music changed the entire trajectory of our family,” says 
Richard Gore, president of Pender’s Music Co., who has 
overseen day-to-day operations since 1985. “None of this 
would have been possible if he hadn’t made that decision — to 
step out of what he knew and go to North Texas.”

Early on, Harold Gore sent a folding order form with a 
return postage paid envelope to customers. He mailed sheet 
music, and in return, people sent a check, cash or money order. 

Pender’s Music 
Co. & Music 1st

From left, Richard Gore (’80), Betty Gore, Steven Gore (’10), 
Becky Wenzel Gore (’81), Ray Gore (’82, ’83 M.B.A.) and 

David Gore carry on the family music business founded by 
patriarch Harold Gore (’52) in Denton, Southlake and Frisco.
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Generations of Excellence Award
The Guerra family was honored with a Generations of Excellence 
Award at the annual Alumni Awards dinner in April. The family’s 
UNT legacy spans three generations. Siblings Joe Guerra (’96), 
Kathy Purser (’81) and Linda Dyer (’90) credit their aunt, Esperanza 
Espinosa (’75), the family’s fi rst UNT graduate, with encouraging 
them to consider the university. Joe Guerra’s wife, Pauline (’05), 
Purser’s daughter Rachel (’09) and several family cousins also are 
graduates. The award recognizes families with many members 
who have attended or graduated from the university, and who 
demonstrate the value of family and have provided extraordinary 
service to and advocacy for UNT.

Read about other UNT legacy families at 
northtexan.unt.edu/legacy-families and share 
the story of your own UNT legacy.

“He did it all,” says Harold Gore’s wife, Betty, who met her 
husband when he was on a school band tour at Delta State 
Teachers College in Mississippi when she was a student there. 
“He was a one-man operation back in the beginning.”

Pender’s has evolved into a sheet music business with 
locations in Carrollton, Denton and Oklahoma City, as well as a 
robust online presence. And the family has expanded into selling 
and renting musical instruments. Harold’s son Ray Gore (’82, ’83 
M.B.A.) and Ray’s wife, Becky Wenzel Gore (’81), opened Music 
1st in South lake in 2008, followed by the opening of another 
Music 1st in Frisco. 

Th e family business has reached the third generation, too. 
Ray and Becky’s son David Gore, who is in his second semester 
at UNT, pursuing a degree in radio, television and fi lm, works for 
the business editing online videos that off er tips for musicians. 
Richard Gore’s son Steven Gore (’10), who studied biology at 
UNT, manages shipping and receiving at Pender’s. In the Gore 
family, work is a near-constant part of the conversation, they say.

“In small business, you talk business all the time,” says Ray 
Gore, who has a full-time job as a lender at JP Morgan Chase. 

Becky Gore agrees: “It’s around the clock.” 
Harold Gore died in 2013, but the family keeps his legacy 

alive by helping people make music. Pender’s was awarded the 
2014 Music Industry Award by the Texas Bandmasters Associa-
tion, which also is honoring Harold for outstanding contribu-
tions to music education in the state. And in 2013, the company 
earned an Obelisk award for arts education through the Business 
Council for the Arts for its partnership with UNT. Pender’s also 
sponsors an instrument petting zoo hosted by UNT to allow 
children to learn about instruments. 

“Denton is such an incubator for what we do,” Richard Gore 
says. “We would not be in existence without UNT.” 

Family Business 
Course and Resources 

How do you juggle the delicate balance of family 
and business dynamics?

The challenges faced by family businesses inspired 
a group of College of Business faculty members in the 
Department of Management to form a Family Business 
Initiative that helps entrepreneurial students, alumni 
and community members who want to succeed in 
family-owned businesses. 

For the fi rst time this fall, UNT will offer a family 
business class. Applying knowledge in confl ict resolution 
and organizational behavior, UNT’s experts will help 
students navigate the terrain of family business. Thanks to 
a UNT community engagement grant, students will study 
a family business and offer solutions. Candy Haven in 
Denton will be the fi rst business case to be studied in the 
class, taught by senior lecturer Mike Sexton. 

“We have entrepreneurship classes that address 
similar issues, but this will be the fi rst that focuses purely 
on family business,” says Danielle Cooper, assistant 
professor of management and a principal investigator 
of the grant. “In an entrepreneurship class, you learn 
about starting a business and how to maintain cash fl ow, 
but you don’t talk about the interpersonal dynamics 
of a family fi rm.”

The grant also will help fund a forum for community 
members and students with family business ties. 
And the Family Business Committee plans to form 
a family business club to focus on issues such as 
handling family dynamics and reaching business goals. 

From left, Michael Masters, Rachel Purser (’09), Carmen Guerra, 
Rudy Guerra Sr., Pauline Guerra (’05), Joe Guerra (’96), Kathy Purser 
(’81), Forrest Purser.
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FAC U LT Y Focus

The Succeed at UNT campaign, launched last year, offers 
practical advice to help students navigate college life. And, at the 
forefront of the campaign is the support from faculty and staff. 
Faculty members revealed their own philosophies about how they 
help students achieve their goals toward graduation. 

“Part of the fun of teaching at UNT is taking these eager 
talented musicians and guiding them to the next level. Studying 
what has been a part of jazz history will give them the foundation to 
build their own voice as an improviser,” says Lynn Seaton, professor 
of jazz studies and 2013 winner of the Creative Impact Award. “We 
discuss bandstand savvy, reading music, improvisation and tunes 
from the standard repertory. I like to perform in jam sessions and on 
gigs with students to give them direct and immediate experience 
with a professional musician. This has been the time-honored 
tradition of teaching young jazz musicians since jazz was created.”

Award-winning faculty members  
use teaching methods that draw on the 

traditions of jazz, their childhood  
memories and career experiences.

Lynn Seaton, associate professor of jazz studies, with students Scott Morse, Mich Polan and Donny Albrecht. Seaton earned 
UNT’s Creative Impact Award at last year’s Salute to Faculty Excellence Awards event. 

How I help students succeed
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Read more responses from faculty at 
northtexan.unt.edu/helping-students.
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”
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I hope my students feel that I support them by being accessible, “listening” to what they write, 
and responding to them individually — all done via Blackboard! I rarely meet students 
face-to-face, but I want my students to know they can reach me and expect a response in a 
reasonable amount of time. I also constantly add current research and industry information to 
course content to ensure students are prepared to be competitive in the workplace.

 
 
Watching some of my own exceptional teachers, I often mimicked their teaching techniques 
when playing “school” with my siblings. I was amazed at how one technique benefited one 
person while a different technique benefited another. I adapted varying teaching styles as  
I dealt with each of my siblings. This dynamic approach taught me to adapt to students’ 
needs and to the ever-changing world with the fast-paced technological advancements in 
classroom teaching.

 
 
 
Very often, students need nurturing. They often feel lost on a university campus, and letting 
them know that we care about their success can make a big difference in their progress. They 
always show appreciation for the personalized attention they receive in such cases. I now 
enthusiastically support the Succeed at UNT campaign as it provides concrete tools for both 
the students who are at risk and the faculty who want to help them.

 

 
  
 
I was a counselor before I became a teacher of counselors, and I believe humans are capable of 
positive growth and that growth toward maximum potential must be fostered through positive, 
empowerment-based relationships. I may support one student’s success through personalized 
contact or encouragement when he is struggling. I may reach another through caring confronta-
tion and not accepting work beneath her potential. For another, supporting student success might 
mean collaborating on a conference presentation, grant proposal or journal article. 

— Francis D’Souza, Distinguished University 
Research Professor of chemistry and materials science 

and engineering and 2013 winner of the  
Distinguished Research Professor Award

— Elizabeth R. Arnold, adjunct professor of merchandising   
and digital retailing and 2013 winner of the  

Outstanding Online Teacher  
and Course Award

— Casey A. Barrio Minton, associate professor of 
counseling and higher education and 2013 winner of the 

President’s Council Teaching Award 

— Marie-Christine Koop, professor of French and 2013 winner of the 
President’s Council University Service Award
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 Paisley Baker (’00)       
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TTh ere’s a competitive edge to the actors and dancers who move to Los Angeles 
and New York City to “make it in the business.”

After all, they’re auditioning with thousands of other hopefuls looking for 
recognition of their talent.

“People aren’t lining up to give you a pat on the back for your eff orts,” says 
theatre graduate Paisley Baker (’00) of her experiences in Los Angeles as an 
actress, producer, casting director and talent manager. “I didn’t go into an 
environment of assurances. If you’re whining or complaining, the people working 
with you won’t have time for that. You can graduate with a theatre degree and not 
go anywhere, but at UNT, I learned to work hard and go after what I want. ”

Baker had previously only taken the stage in high school with choir. In her 
junior year at UNT, she auditioned for a play directed by associate professor 
Marjorie Hayes, managing director of theatre production. She was nervous 
— reviewing her lines up until the minute she walked on stage — but, Hayes’ 
guidance after she got the part helped Baker realize that she could make it as an 
actress. Th at performance garnered her an Irene Ryan scholarship nomination.

Baker, like other UNT dance and theatre students, received the extra support 
and personal interest as well as leadership and performance opportunities to 
make her dreams of working after graduation in a major competitive market a 
reality. Equipped with a comprehensive training strong in the liberal arts and 
backed with real-world experiences, UNT alumni are leaders in the business of 
the arts as dancers, performers, directors, producers, agents and actors.

For Baker, these opportunities included joining the University Players student 
theatre organization and helping start a summer acting group, Nomad Th eatre, 
with fellow students. She became president of the College of Arts and Sciences 
Ambassadors and joined NT40, a student leadership organization on campus.

“Th rough the theatre department,” Baker says, “I learned to assert myself in 
leadership roles.”

On the Stage
by M V

From Hollywood 

to Broadway, 

dance and theatre 

alums have the 

talent and the 

smarts to work in 

one of the toughest 

businesses.
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Dedication and work
After graduation, Baker moved to L.A.  

where she was welcomed by fellow theatre 
alumni like Roderick Bentley (’98) who 
showed her the city. Another alumna, 
Allison Reese (’97), known professionally 
as Reese Van Allen, asked Baker to be a 
production assistant on her short fi lm.

“I said, ‘OK, is there a book I can read to 
tell me what to do?’ and she laughed and 
said, ‘You’re going to sweep the fl oor and 
make us coff ee,’” Baker recalls. 

Making coff ee turned into a networking 
opportunity when Baker found out about a 
job with Th e Jersey, a Disney television 
series. She worked behind the scenes for 
the show but eventually did some voiceover 
work and was able to get her Screen Actors 
Guild card as well. 

“Being in this business — as an actor, 
producer, casting director — takes nerve 
and endless hard work,” Baker says. “I 
learned that when sending out inquiries, I 
couldn’t make it all about me, me, me. You 
have to remember you’re always working 
for someone else.”

Keeping her focus on what others 
wanted, Baker soon started to see a pattern 
in the early 2000s away from scripted 
shows and toward reality TV. She eventu-

ally became executive in charge of a casting 
agency, gathering talent for shows such as 
Millionaire Matchmaker, Trading Spaces, 
Tool Academy, Jersey Shore and more.

Along the way, Baker also tried her 
hand at writing and registered a feature 
script with the Writers Guild of America. 
When fellow UNT alumnus Scott Vinci 
(’95) wanted to shop around a short comic 
series featuring Lorenzo Lamas, he worked 
with Baker because she had experience 
with pitch meetings. 

“Th at’s kind of how I started managing 
creative talent,” says Baker, who now owns 
her own talent management, development 
and production company, Coat Check 
Creative. “I’m using my connections to help 
make connections for others.”

Going for it
Networking and hard work are two 

tools that Jake Bone (’12) knows how to 
use. Th e summer after graduating from 
UNT with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
dance, he moved to New York and 
completed a summer workshop with Doug 
Varone and Dancers, an internationally 
renowned dance company. Afterward, 
Varone encouraged Bone to try for an 
understudy part in the Metropolitan 

Opera’s production of Les Troyens. Bone 
got the part and, as understudy for three 
dancers, had to learn three parts. Th e 
training paid off  when one of the dancers 
couldn’t make it to a show in time and 
Bone was able to dance at the Met.

“I’m so thankful for all the opportuni-
ties I’ve been given,” he says. 

Th at includes balancing his schedule as 
a full-time member of two dance compa-
nies — Bare and Gibney Dance — as well 
as working on projects with the Median 
Movement and teaching workshops to 
students, which he did at UNT in 2013.

“I still use everything I learned at UNT 
about the body, movement and the 
relationship between them,” Bone says. 
“Th e professors cultivated my talents.”

Eventually, Bone says, he might want to 
teach in a collegiate setting because he loves 
the rewarding feeling of seeing students 
learn. But for now his goals include dancing 
full-time and taking his talents worldwide.

“I need to continue to go for it,” he says, 
“because I’m young, this is the right time 
and it’s very rewarding.” 

Strength of performance
Isis Avalos (’12) understands that 

feeling of being rewarded for hard work. 

M
ichael Clem

ents

Jake Bone (’12) Isis Avalos (’12)  
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For her senior dance, she choreographed 
a piece about people coming together to 
fi ght for what they believe is right. It was 
based on her thoughts on gay rights, 
women’s rights and immigration. When 
she had the opportunity in 2013 to 
audition with a dance company in L.A. 
that is not only a nonprofi t, but committed 
to social activism, Avalos felt like she’d 
found the perfect match.

She joined the company CONTRA-
TIEMPO Urban Latin Dance Th eatre at 
an exciting time. Th e group has been 
chosen as an ambassador with DanceMo-
tion USA, a program of the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Aff airs. Th e company spent part 
of May and June touring South America as 
ambassadors of dance for the U.S.

“Joining the company when they are 
involved in such high-profi le activities is an 
honor for me,” Avalos says. “When I 
auditioned, they said they picked me 
because they look for dancers who are not 
just performers but artists who want to be 
engaged in the community.”

Th e training that brought Avalos this 
far wasn’t always easy. Learning ballet as a 
child, she took up hip-hop dance in middle 
school and started her school’s fi rst dance 

G
ary Payne

M
ichael Clem

ents

team. When accepted to UNT, she says she 
was amazed by the modern dance move-
ments of her professors and fellow students. 

“I remember crying that fi rst semester 
because the way they moved seemed so 
foreign to me,’” Avalos says. “But, my dance 
professors Mary Lynn Babcock, Shelley 
Cushman, Robin Lakes and Kihyoung Choi 
really cared about me and took the time to 
teach me. Th e irony is that modern is the 
style I gravitate to. One would never know I 
spent years dancing mainly hip-hop. I am the 
outcome of good mentors and professors.”

Well-rounded experience
It was a professor and a fellow student 

who mentored actor Scott Montgomery 
(’10) and advised him to pursue his dreams. 

Montgomery remembers Timothy 
Wilson, professor of theatre, telling him not 
to go to New York City with blinders on, as 
many actor hopefuls do, but to go while he 
was still young. Fellow student Wes Bour-
land, who fi rst directed Montgomery in a 
community production of Godspell, hap-
pened to live in New York when Montgom-
ery was ready to move and helped him 
navigate the acting scene there.

One tip Montgomery learned early was to 
join the Actors’ Equity Association. A typical 

day of auditions includes getting out the 
door by 5 a.m. to stand in an audition line 
at 7 a.m., but as a union member, he can 
make an appointment for later in the day 
so that he’s more relaxed and ready.

So far, Montgomery has found work 
both in New York and regionally. He was 
in an off -Broadway production of Pajama 
Game in November 2013 and toured 
regionally in Ohio with national theatre 
group Th eaterWorks USA.

He credits his education at UNT 
with giving him fl exibility in all aspects 
of theatre. 

“We got a well-rounded experience 
doing everything — working on costumes 
and backstage and on the deck crew and 
helping the stage manager during dance 
productions,” Montgomery says. “It taught 
me how to be a professional and respect 
everyone involved in a production.” 

 
 

Learn more about these 
dance and theatre alums’ 
projects and see videos 
of their work at northtexan.
unt.edu/on-stage.

         Scott Montgomery (’10)



36  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  S u m m e r  2 0 1 4

S OA R I N G Eagles

Watch videos of the award recipients  
at northtexan.unt.edu/online.

Alumni were honored at this year’s UNT Alumni Awards for their 
entrepreneurship, philanthropy, spirit and service to their communities.

The awards bestowed at the April 11 event included three 
Distinguished Alumni Awards, the university’s most prestigious 
honor, presented since 1965 to individuals who have earned prominence 
and accolades for their professional accomplishments.The Distinguished 
Young Alumni Award honors alumni under 40 for distinguished 
achievement.

“When you look at the caliber of our alumni award winners and 
the breadth of their accomplishments, you see that success comes in 
all forms. But one thing they have in common is a UNT education,” 
President Neal Smatresk says. “We take great pride in knowing that they 
are achieving such great success and having an impact.”

UNT honors extraordinary  
alumni for their notable  

careers and service.

Honored at the Alumni Awards Dinner were, from left, Graham Douglas (’05), C. Tait Cruse (’89), Joe Guerra (’96), 
Terry Brewer (’65, ’70 Ph.D.), Melisa Denis (’86, ’86 M.S.), Gabriella Draney (’02), Ernest W. Kuehne Jr. (’66) and 
Peter Francis Weller (’70).

Alumni Awards 2014
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Distinguished Alumni Award  
Terry Brewer (’65, ’70 Ph.D.)   

Terry Brewer, who earned his degrees in 
chemistry, is president of Brewer Science, the 
international company he founded in Rolla, 
Mo., in 1981 to commercialize his invention 
of anti-reflective coatings. Brewer Science 
creates, develops and manufactures specialty 
materials, equipment and process solutions 
for applications in areas such as semiconduc-
tors, advanced packaging, sensors, displays 
and printed electronics.

“When you go from being a student to 
being a UNT alumnus,” Brewer says,“you’re 
not only given a diploma, you’re given a key, 
and your job then is to take that key and 
hand it off to somebody else.”

Ernest W. Kuehne Jr. (’66)

Ernie Kuehne Jr., attorney and president 
and board chair of Kuehne Oil Co., came to 
UNT on a track scholarship. After earning 
his bachelor’s degree in political science, he 
earned a Doctor of Jurisprudence from 
Baylor University. Kuehne is a 2013 UNT 
Athletic Hall of Fame inductee as the 
winner of the Fred McCain Award for 
Outstanding Service, and a recipient of the 
Ulys Knight Spirit Award. He established 
the UNT Kuehne Speaker Series on 
National Security and helped raise more 
than $3 million for a basketball training 
facility, scoreboard and scholarships.

“I’m very emotional about my love for 
UNT,” he says. “It shaped me as a person 
and prepared me for the future.”

Peter Francis Weller (’70)

Peter Francis Weller is best known for 
his starring roles in RoboCop, Woody Allen’s 
Mighty Aphrodite and 2013’s Star Trek Into 
Darkness. He received an Academy Award 
nomination for his direction of the 1993 
short Partners, in which he also acted. A 
published art historian, Weller holds a 
bachelor’s degree in theatre from UNT and 
a master’s in Italian Renaissance art history 
from Syracuse University. He is a Ph.D. 

candidate in Italian Renaissance and ancient 
Roman art history at UCLA.

“It was remarkable to be going to school 
at UNT in the ’60s when there were huge 
dilemmas of gender, of race, of war, of 
money,” he says. “The dialogue alone was 
stupendous.”

 
Distinguished Young Alumni Award  
Graham Douglas (’05) 

Graham Douglas, a freelance  
advertising creative director, has worked on 
campaigns for many well-known brands. 
His work has earned the Cannes Grand Prix 
for Good and the D&AD White Pencil, 
both prestigious advertising awards. As 
creative director for New York City-based 
Droga5, Douglas was named one of Forbes’ 
“30 Under 30” in marketing and advertising. 
He also was named one of the “World’s 50 
Most Creative People” by Creativity 
magazine. The UNT advertising alum 
became a supporter of bone marrow registry 
after his twin brother, Dallas attorney 
Britton Douglas (’06), received a life-saving 
bone marrow transplant.

“North Texas shaped my world view and 
prepared me well,” Graham Douglas says.

 
Gabriella Draney (’02)

Gabriella Draney is the co-founder and 
CEO of Tech Wildcatters, named one of 
Forbes’ Top 10 seed accelerators for its work 
connecting technology startups to resources. 
In January, she was named one of Fast 
Company’s 1,000 most creative business 
people in the country. Draney previously 
worked in the venture capital industry and  
as a financial advisor. After graduating with a 
degree in finance from UNT, she earned her 
M.B.A. from SMU.

“UNT has such diversity,” she says.“The 
more that students get out and meet their 
fellow students and get to know who 
they are as people and not as stereotypes, 
the better everybody is.” 

• O U T S TA N D I N G  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

Presented to honor individuals who have 
provided exceptional volunteer service  
to UNT.

C. Tait Cruse (’89), managing partner
of Northwestern Mutual-Dallas,  
participates in lectures and  
discussions with current College of 
Business students each semester.  
He also is involved with the UNT Career 
Center and UNT’s Northwestern Mutual 
Integrated Business Case Competition. 
Cruse supports many causes and or-
ganizations and is a founding member 
of the Team Connor Childhood Cancer 
Foundation.

Melisa Denis (’86, ’86 M.S.) serves  
as KPMG’s partner in charge of  
international executive services in  
Dallas. She was instrumental in the 
creation of KNOW – KPMG’s Network of 
Women, established to help recruit and 
retain more than 600 females in the 
Dallas office. Denis was named one of 
the region’s “Top 25 Changemakers” in 
2010 by the Dallas Business Journal.

• U LY S  K N I G H T  S P I R I T  A W A R D

Presented to an individual or group that has 
made noteworthy efforts to sustain spirit 
among the UNT family. 

Founded by a small group of men in
1927, the Geezle fraternity joined the
North Texas campus in 1929. Geezles
count among their alumni business and
civic leaders, professional athletes,
UNT regents, university professors and
scores of coaches, athletic trainers,
administrators and teachers. Read
more about how they have promoted
spirit through the decades on page 43.

• G E N E R AT I O N S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E 
A W A R D
Presented to a family for extraordinary 
service to and advocacy for UNT through 
multiple generations.

The Guerra family’s UNT legacy spans
three generations. Read more about
their history and their strong support
for the university on page 24. 
 

Learn more about this 
year’s winners and  

nominate alumni for the 
2015 awards by Aug. 1 at
unt.edu/alumniawards.

U N T  A L U M N I  A W A R D S
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Your feedback about The North Texan is important to us. 
The better we get to know you and your reading preferences, 

the better we’ll do at providing you with an enjoyable read each issue. 
Please take a few minutes to go online and take the survey at 

northtexan.unt.edu/2014-survey. Win prizes! Complete the survey 
by Aug. 1, 2014, and you’ll be entered into a drawing for 

UNT branded T-shirts, water bottles and tickets to the 
Homecoming game Nov. 8 at Apogee Stadium.

READERSHIP SURVEY 

northtexan.unt.edu/2014-survey

TAKE 
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 Nest

RANGERS 
SCOUT 

Alum uses passion for baseball and eye for talent 
to help fi ll Texas Rangers’ roster.

Read more about how Crook evaluates 
college and amateur baseball players at 

northtexan.unt.edu/rangers-scout.
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Ahna H
ubnik

BOBBY CROOK (’05) LOVED BASEBALL SO MUCH  
as a kid he skipped school to watch Texas Rangers day games 
and called radio talk shows to spout his opinions. 

Now he works as a scout for the Rangers.
Crook, a broadcast journalism major who anchored a news 

show and sports talk show for KNTU, landed an internship 
with the Rangers during college — which led to his current 
position. Th e job requires lots of time on the road, but it paid off  
when the Rangers won the American League championship in 
2010 and 2011. 

 “You’re back at it at 8 in the morning because you’re chasing 
that ring,” Crook says. 

EAGLES’
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 C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  Friends

EAGLES’  Nest

1953

 Priscilla LeBaron Bevins, 
Columbia, Mo. :: was “blessed 

with a lovely romance and mar-

riage” to Robert L. Bartlett last 

August after 55 years of marriage 

to Robert J. Bevins and more than 

two years of widowhood. They 

were featured in an article on the 

front page of the Missourian.

1964
 

Norman 
Jackson, 
Bullard :: 

began working 

as a salesman 

for Allstate Insurance Co. after 

earning his business degree. He 

was promoted to sales manager 

over parts of the Fort Worth area, 

and his career took off from there. 

He and his wife, Vicki, who met 

at a Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 

party at UNT and have been 

married for 50 years, traveled the 

world thanks to his work with 

Allstate, and he received many 

awards in his 37 years with the 

company.  

 
1966

Patsy Dorris Hale, Destin, 
Fla. :: wrote the book He Heard 
His Brother Call His Name: The 
True Story of Psychological Warfare 
Between Texas’ Legendary Hale 
Twins (CreateSpace) with fel-

low graduate Wilma Martin 
Turner (’66), whom she met 

at UNT. Patsy lived in Kendall 

Hall with friends from Arlington 

Heights High School before 

marrying Billy Hale, whose 

relationship with his identical twin 

brother is the subject of the book. 

spring. He was the McKinney 

parks and recreation director in 

the 1970s, the owner of the RRR 

Country Club in Navo, the pro-

prietor of Count Dracula’s Quality 

Pre-Owned Casket Co. haunted 

house and the Downtown McKin-

ney Association event coordinator. 

 
1970
 
Frank Hoy (M.B.A.), Worces-
ter, Mass. :: was presented with 

the Max S. Wortman Jr. Award 

for Lifetime Achievement by the 

U.S. Association for Small Busi-

ness and Entrepreneurship at its 

2014 conference in Fort Worth. 

He is the Paul R. Beswick Profes-

sor of Innovation and Entrepre-

neurship and director of the  

1969
 
Frank Camp (’71 M.S.), Plano 
:: was named managing direc-

tor of the city of Dallas’ Office of 

Environmental Quality. He was 

one of the initial employees hired 

after the office’s creation and has 

served as a city employee in OEQ 

for 10 years. As a student at North 

Texas, he studied under biology 

professor J.K.G. Silvey and later 

was president of the Silvey Society. 

He received a Ph.D. in aquatic 

ecology from Virginia Tech. 

 
Jim Runge, Eldorado :: made 

presentations in the guise of Sam 

Houston in McKinney and several 

Dallas-Fort Worth schools this 

Keep up with the latest developments in the UNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. Send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on  
page 7). Members of the UNT Alumni Association 
are designated with a .

Read more, share comments and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

Upcoming Alumni Gatherings
Alumni and friends celebrate UNT. Here’s a sampling of events:

Fireworks at Apogee: Come celebrate the Fourth of July with live 
music beginning at 6:30 p.m. and a fireworks show following, July 4 
at Apogee Stadium. Admission is free with donations accepted for 
Kiwanis Club of Denton.

Home Opener — Mean Green vs. SMU: Come support the Mean 
Green football team at the first home game of the season in Apogee 
Stadium Sept. 6. Buy tickets at meangreensports.com.

Family Weekend: Join us Sept. 19-21 for a fun-filled weekend of 
activities, including cheering on the Mean Green football team 
against Nicholls State. Learn how to get involved at transition.unt.
edu/family_weekend, parents@unt.edu or 940-565-4198.

Homecoming 2014: Save the date for Homecoming weekend  
Nov. 7-8. Visit homecoming.unt.edu for a list of events, including  
the Mean Green football game against Florida Atlantic.

UNT Preview: Prospective students and their families are invited to 
campus Nov. 22 to explore all UNT has to offer. The event will 
include a campus tour and opportunities to learn about academic 
majors, admissions and financial aid. Visit untpreview.unt.edu.
 
For more information or to join the UNT Alumni Association, call 
940-565-2834 or go to untalumni.com.
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Turning the page

When Corinne Hill (’92, ’95 M.S.) arrived at the Chattanooga Public 

Library as the new executive director in 2012, she knew before opening the 

door that there was plenty of work to be done to repair and bring the 

outdated facility into the future. 

She and her team transformed the Tennessee library into a collaborative 

learning center for all ages, complete with e-book rentals, technology 

classes and a creativity lab. For her work, she was heralded in 2014 as 

Library Journal’s Librarian of the Year and UNT’s Department of Library and 

Information Sciences Outstanding Alumna, and she was invited to the 

American Library Association’s summit at the Library of Congress in 

Washington, D.C. 

Hill studied library science at UNT under the guidance of Herman Totten, 

now dean of the College of Information; Yvonne Chandler, associate 

professor; and Margaret Nichols, now Professor Emeritus. Then Hill paid the 

gift forward as interim director of libraries at the Dallas Public Library, a 

mentor to UNT students and an active member of UNT’s Alumni Association.  

“When you graduate, it’s not over. The people you meet along the way 

help you move forward,” Hill says. “I will always have a soft spot for UNT.” 

In Chattanooga, Hill’s library staff powered the Gig Library Project, 

making it one of the first libraries in the U.S. to provide free one-gigabit-per-

second fiber Internet service, which allows for faster e-book downloads and 

community partnerships. She credits her staff. 

“All of us have different strengths and interests that we bring to the 

table,” she says. “We hire really interesting people who don’t always fit the 

librarian stereotype.” 

Staff members teach classes and workshops that include coding, 

Arduino, button making and Tai Chi.

“It’s not just about the books anymore,” Hill says. “I want to set the pace 

for libraries and make sure we’re always looking on the horizon.” 

                          — Lauren Frock

Collaborative for Entrepreneur-

ship and Innovation at the 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 

 

1976

 Sparky Koerner (M.M.Ed.), 
Texas City :: was the featured 

soloist in Haydn’s Trumpet Con-

certo with the Galveston Sym-

phony in March. He is the leader 

of Sparky’s Jazz Express and per-

forms with The Galvanized Brass. 

He has been the director of instru-

mental music and jazz studies at 

College of the Mainland in Texas 

City for 30 years.  

 

1977
 
Scot Miller, Dallas :: has work 

featured in an exhibit at the Har-

vard Museum of Natural History, 

which runs through February 

2015. The exhibit includes 33 

large-format prints of photos 

from his new book, Thoreau, The 
Maine Woods: A Photographic 
Journey Through an American 
Wilderness (Levenger Press).  
 
1979
 

Judy 
McDonald 
Pharr, Dallas 
:: retired from 

the Dallas 

County Sheriff ’s Department after 

33 years of service. She was cap-

tain of the Resource Development 

Division. Her first full-time job 

after graduation was a civilian 

position in the Dallas County Jail. 

She says her psychology degree 

qualified her as a classification 

specialist. Her plans now include 

gardening, home projects and 

traveling. 

 

1980
 

 Maureen Moore, Dallas :: 

was promoted to vice president of 

corporate labor relations for 

Xerox Corp.  She leads the labor 

relations center of excellence for 

the corporation. 

 

1984
 
Laura Griffin, South Orange, 
N.J. :: was named publications 

editor for Montclair State Univer-

sity in New Jersey, where her work 

includes overseeing the alumni 

magazine and research newsletter. 

She previously worked for The St. 
Petersburg Times and The Dallas 
Morning News and freelanced for 

The New York Times. She lives 

with her husband and two teenage 

children in South Orange. 

 

Charlie C. 
Haynes Jr.  
(’85 M.Ed.), 
Houston :: 

earned his 

Doctor of Educational Leader-

ship from Argosy University in 

Atlanta last fall.  

 

1985
 
Sharon M. Weinstein (M.S.), 
Buffalo Grove, Ill. :: chief well-

ness officer for the SMW Group 

LLC, was elected to the American 

Holistic Nurses Association 

Nominating Committee. She has 

30 years of experience as an edu-

cator in schools, corporations and 

health organizations and is the 
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Walking the stage

Nothing stopped Emily Rose Hernandez (ʼ14) from walking across 

the stage when she graduated in May, not even being paralyzed from the 

waist down. During her commute to UNT in August 2009, one of the wheels 

on Hernandez’s truck came off, causing her to drive off of an overpass. She 

broke her neck, shoulder, wrist and ribs, and her lungs collapsed twice. Her 

brain hemorrhaged and injured her spinal cord, leaving her legs paralyzed. 

“After my wreck I was determined to get my life back on track ASAP, so I 

re-enrolled at UNT the following August,” says Hernandez, who earned 

degrees in visual art studies and studio art. 

Over a year ago, Hernandez set her goal to walk across the stage to 

graduate —  but it would take the aid of costly braces. She began fundraising 

through a crowdfunding website. She also went to UNT’s Office of Disability 

Accommodation, which referred her to Jaime Blanton, advisor for Pi Kappa 

Phi fraternity, who reached out to the members with Emily’s story. 

“We immediately wanted to get involved,” Pi Kappa Phi then-president 

Taylor Lindholm says, adding they had several campus fundraisers.

And at the same time, Hernandez’s former residence hall advisor, Leidy 

Guarin, contacted Hanger Clinic. The company fitted her in March with a set 

of braces, designed to help her relearn skills needed for standing, posture 

and movements. Clinician Edwin Hassler custom-designed and fitted her 

with the braces, which ended up being covered by her insurance and were 

made in a short turnaround time and accented in UNT green. Later the braces 

will be modified so she can walk more normally, one leg at a time. In all, 

UNT’s Pi Kappa Phi members raised about $3,000 to support Hernandez and 

students like her. They hope to assist the aspiring art teacher with any 

necessary expenses for the modified braces, or a specially adapted vehicle.

“Walking across the stage wasn’t  just about me anymore,” Hernandez 

says, adding that Lindholm and Guarin walked by her side across the 

graduation stage. “It was about all of the people who have supported me.” 

   — Monique Bird and Natalie Caballero
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author of nine books. She is a 

founder of the Integrative Health 

Forum, founder and president of 

The Global Education Develop-

ment Institute and an adjunct 

professor at the University of 

Illinois College of Nursing. 

 

1986
 
Laura Price Hayes (M.Ed.), 
Allen :: was promoted to chief 

academic officer with Edison 

Learning. 

 

1987

Matt Michel (M.B.A.), Flower 
Mound :: was named by Contrac-
tor magazine as one of the 18 most 

influential people in the history of 

the plumbing and hydronics 

industries. He runs Service 

Roundtable and writes, teaches 

and consults. He also was named 

by Contracting Business magazine 

as one of the 22 most influential 

people in the history of the resi-

dential heating, ventilating and air 

conditioning industry. 

 

Joe B. Parr, Southlake :: is a 

mystery suspense writer whose 

novels are crime dramas based in 

and around Dallas-Fort Worth. 

His book The Victim covers issues 

such as gangs, media stereotypes 

and racial tensions, and a future 

release will highlight the growing 

issue of human trafficking. 

 

1988

Regina Bruce (M.S.), Dallas :: 

was named Volunteer of the Year 

by the Vogel Alcove Childcare 

Center for the Homeless at its 

2013 Ambassadors of Hope 

Awards Luncheon in Dallas. 

 

Priscilla Hagstrom, Dallas :: 

was appointed vice president of 

marketing and communications 

for Cooper Aerobics. She previ-

ously was vice president of com-

munications for the Dallas 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

 

Alex E. Hill, Wilmington, N.C. 
:: director of music and liturgy at 

St. Mark Catholic Church in 

Wilmington, conducted the world 

premiere of his original choral 

motet, Notas mihi fecisti vias vitae, 
at a principal Mass in the Papal 

Basilica of St. Peter in Rome. He 

also conducted this and other 

works in a public concert at Rome’s 

St. Ignatius of Loyola Church. 

 

1989
 
Lynn M. Davis (M.S.), 
Sunnyvale :: CEO of the Dallas 

Children’s Advocacy Center, was 

named the 2013 CEO of the Year 

by the Center for Nonprofit Man-

agement. DCAC provides a coor-

dinated approach to the 

investigation, prosecution and 

treatment of child abuse cases.  
 
1990
 

John Whit-
ten, Mount 
Pleasant :: 

was named 

Teacher of the 

Year for 2013 at Pittsburg High 

School in Pittsburg. He teaches 

newspaper, yearbook, commercial 

photography and a production-

based class for in-house projects 

and the district website. He previ-
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ously spent 17 years at the Mount 
Pleasant Daily Tribune, 12 as a 

sports editor and five as managing 

editor, before becoming a teacher. 

His students have advanced to 

state in photography in SkillsUSA 

in five of the past six years. 

 

1991

Kay McLaughlin (M.S.), For-
ney :: was named the contribut-

ing editor for the forensic 

vocational column of Attorney at 
Law Magazine’s greater Dallas 

edition. She is a forensic voca-

tional expert and a vocational 

rehabilitation counselor. 

  

1992

Jim E. Bullock, Plano :: joined 

Cantey Hanger LLP as a partner 

and will be part of the business 

law practice area. He has experi-

ence in areas including appellate 

advocacy, bankruptcy and business 

reorganization, sports and enter-

tainment law, software and com-

puter law, and oil and gas law.  

 
                  Christine 

Gangelhoff 
(M.M.), Nas-
sau, Bahamas 
:: a flutist and 

faculty member at The College of 

The Bahamas in Nassau, released 

the CD Deep Blue with her 

ensemble, C Force. The group is 

committed to preserving and 

promoting art music from the 

Bahamas and its neighboring 

Caribbean region. 

 
C. Scott Roan, Irving :: was 

appointed vice president of special 

 

1995

Matthew Eiserloh, Bedford :: 

was named director of marketing 

and public relations for North 

Hills Hospital. He previously was 

chief marketing officer at Parker 

University and served as a partner 

and senior project manager for 

Ascend Marketing.   

 

Michael A. Lozano, Garland :: 
has been employed as a photojour-

nalist with CBS 11 KTVT in 

Dallas-Fort Worth for 18 years. 

His awards include two Lone Star 

Emmy Awards, two Press Club of 

Dallas Katie Awards and three 

Stephen Philbin Awards. He was 

a radio, television and film major. 

projects at TDIndustries, a 

mechanical construction, facility 

operations and services provider. 

He brings nearly 30 years of 

mechanical contracting experi-

ence to the firm and is a past 

board member of the Associated 

Builders and Contractors. 

 

1993

Georgi Roberts, Fort Worth :: 

director of health and physical 

education for the Fort Worth 

ISD, was honored by the Ameri-

can Alliance for Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation and Dance 

with its Joy of Effort Award, 

given in recognition of distin-

guished service, dedication and 

commitment to improving physi-

cal education. 

 

 

 
Ulys Knight Spirit Award

Members of the Geezle fraternity were 
honored this spring at the Alumni Awards 
2014 with the Ulys Knight Spirit Award. 
Presented since 1975, the award is given 
to any individual or group that has made 
noteworthy efforts to sustain spirit among 
the UNT family.

Founded by a small group of men in 1927, 
the Geezle fraternity joined the campus 
in 1929. Members made it their mission 
to promote school spirit, and the group 
became known as a letterman’s fraternity. 
Geezles count among their alumni 
business and civic leaders, professional 
athletes, UNT regents, university 
professors and scores of coaches, athletic 
trainers, administrators and teachers. 

The Geezles were instrumental in 
installing “Spiriki,” the eagle statue at 
UNT’s Apogee Stadium. The name is an old 

fraternity greeting believed to be the combination of the words “spirit” and “kee,” the cry of an attacking eagle.
“The Geezle organization was built on honor, dedication and service, and love for the university,” says C. Dan Smith (’62), former chair of the 

UNT System Board of Regents and a Geezles member. Read about other 2014 UNT Alumni Award recipients on page 36.
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for flute. She is a visiting assistant 

professor of flute at the University 

of Minnesota-Duluth. 

 

Patricia Anne Nolan, Bedford 
:: was elected to the Bedford City 

Council for a two-year unexpired 

term. She earned her degree in 

marketing from UNT.

 

2003

Jonda Farris Dunck (’08 
M.A.), San Francisco, Calif. :: 

who earned her degrees in Spanish 

from UNT, was awarded a second 

master’s in Spanish language and 

culture by the University of Sala-

manca in Spain in October. She is 

studying to become a state-certi-

fied court interpreter. 

 

Sammy Leos, Albuquerque, 
N.M. :: was commissioned as a 

first lieutenant in the U.S. Air 

Force last year and graduated from 

the University of Oklahoma with 

a Master of Health Science degree. 

He is working as a physician assis-

tant for the 377th Medical Group 

at Kirtland Air Force Base. 

 
 Brad Schweig, Dallas :: and 

Lauren introduced Eli Parker 

Schweig to the world in October. 

Brad, with Sunnyland Patio Furni-

ture in Dallas, was appointed to 

the International Casual Furnish-

ings Association’s Retail Council. 

 

2005

Susan A. Bloomfield (M.S.), 
Kennebunk, Maine :: was elected 

chair of the Health Science 

Libraries and Information Con-

sortium of Maine in November. 

She is the health sciences librarian 

at Southern Maine Health Care. 

Susan earned her degree in library 

science as a member of the UNT 

program’s Minnesota cohort. 

 

2006

Claudia Cooper and Michael 
Cooper, Krum :: announce the 

birth of Morgan Lee Cooper in 

April 2013. The baby weighed 6 

pounds, 14 ounces and was 20 3/4 

inches long. 

 

Ben Scholz, Chicago :: is the 

drummer for the original jazz 

fusion band The Elec Tet, which 

released its debut album, Shiny 
Metal Objects (Blujazz), featuring 

guitarist Oz Noy. The group, 

originally formed by Ben as a ’70s 

fusion tribute band, also includes 

trumpeter James Davis (’02).   
 

2007

Emily Charette and Jeff Cha-
rette (’03) St. Augustine, Fla. :: 
founded a tech startup, menuat.
com, that offers an all-digital menu 

to restaurants and bars. They 

received seed funding and went 

through a startup accelerator 

program to grow the business, 

being piloted in nationwide fran-

chises. The two met in Bruce Hall 

at a free Friday swing dance.  

 

Jeanna Pool, Denver, Colo. :: a  

graphic designer and marketing 

specialist, is the founder of Cata-

lyst Creative Inc. and the author of 

best-selling books on the art of the 

solo marketing practitioner. Her 

mother, Nelda S. Lee (’63), is an 

artist who has had an award-win-

ning career in the field of fine art 

appraisal and management.  

 
Paula Waggoner-Aguilar 

(M.S.), San Antonio :: is presi-

dent and founder of the niche 

energy consulting firm The Energy 

CFO. She also is the president and 

co-founder of the Women’s 

Energy Network of South Texas 

and serves as a mentor to UTSA’s 

Center for Innovation and Tech-

nology Entrepreneurship. 

 

1996
 
Amy George, McKinney :: was 

named senior vice president of 

marketing and communications by 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving.  

She was vice president of market-

ing and communications for Coo-

per Aerobics and had previously 

worked in communications roles 

for the MADD national office.  

Michelle Tomlinson Jenkins, 
Greensboro, N.C. :: who earned 

her bachelor’s degree at UNT in 

applied arts and sciences, earned a 

Master of Library Science degree 

from East Carolina University. 

 

1997

Alice Owen (Ph.D.), Irving :: 

who retired as the Irving ISD’s 

division director of technology, 

accepted the position of executive 

director of the Texas K12 CTO 

Council, a statewide nonprofit 

organization of school district 

technology leaders. The council 

assists Texas school districts in 

understanding how to plan for the 

use of information technology. 

 

1998
 
Dave Tough, Nashville, Tenn. :: 

was granted tenure and promoted 

to associate professor of audio 

engineering technology at Bel-

mont University, where he teaches 

music production.  

2000

Stan Weeber (Ph.D.), Lake 
Charles, La. :: is the Murphy-

Leaton Professor of Sociology at 

McNeese State University in 

Lake Charles. 

 

2001

Paula Gudmundson (M.M.), 
Minneapolis, Minn. :: received a 

Minnesota State Arts Board 

Community Partnership Grant 

for 2013-14 to record her first 

full-length CD, ¡Viva La Flauta!, 
featuring works of Latin America 
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➺ A drone that disperses a 

  Wi-Fi signal to improve  

 communications for first  

 responders and victims  

 in disasters — developed 

  by electrical engineering  

 faculty  members Yan 
 Wan and Shengli Fu — made news in May through 

 the Associated Press. The work is part of a Smart  

  Emergency Response System the professors are 

working on with others around the country as part of a 

White House Presidential Innovation Fellow project. 

The SERS work was featured at a June expo in 

Washington, D.C.

 
➺Richard Dixon, Distinguished Research 

   Professor of biological sciences, and research professor 

Fang Chen outline ways companies can commercial-

ize and profit from lignin in the May 16 issue of Science. 

Their discovery of new ways to modify the substance 

that makes plants woody and firm can lead to its use in 

carbon fiber, engineering plastics and other products 

sourced from petroleum. The research was conducted in 

partnership with the U.S. Department of Energy’s 

BioEnergy Science Center. 

➺A new star on the “walk of fame” outside Denton’s 

   Campus Theatre honors the late Bob Rogers, 
Professor Emeritus of music and former North Texas 

student. Rogers volunteered countless hours as a 

pianist and in turn his friends and fans funded the star 

by donating to the theatre’s contingency fund. The May 

dedication would include some of his favorite treats — 

egg salad sandwiches and chardonnay, the Denton 

Record-Chronicle reported.

➺What killed the great beasts of North America?  

  Scientists have theorized that large mammals such as 

mammoths and American camels and lions were hunted 

to extinction, but a new study points to climate and 

environmental changes. Lisa Nagaoka, associate 

professor of geography, comments on the new 

University of Missouri data in Science Now. 

. . . . . . I N  T H E  / /  News
Jason Dovel (D.M.A.), Lexing-
ton, Ky. :: was appointed assistant 

professor of trumpet at the Uni-

versity of Kentucky in 2013. He 

also performed at the Exploring 

Trumpet in Greece International 

Festival in Kalavrita; the Wartburg 

Trumpet Festival in Waverly, 

Iowa; the Midwest Clinic in Chi-

cago; and the International Trum-

pet Guild Conference in Grand 

Rapids, Mich. He was a student of 

Keith Johnson. 
 
2008
 
Tanar Dial, Seattle, Wash., and  
Chris Traister (’10), Dallas :: 

took on the National Novel Writ-

ing Month challenge in November 

2012 and, as a result, have pub-

lished the first two e-books of 

their four-part Scattered Ashes 

series. The second installment, 

Scattered Ashes: Dread Repose, was 

released in November 2013. The 

two friends planned and wrote 

much of the book through Skype 

and Facetime sessions.  

 

Czarina Reyes (Ph.D.), Car-
rollton :: welcomed her second 

daughter, Samantha Suzanne, in 

October. She joins big sister 

Sophia Czarina. 

 

2010
 
Keith A. Morgan, Hurst :: 

started a business called Leisure 

Time Outdoor Products, which 

features Red Western Cedar out-

door furniture he handcrafts him-

self in Hurst.  
 
 
 

Misti Skidmore (M.Ed.), 
Justin :: teaches world history at 

Texas Connections Academy in 

Houston, an online public school 

serving students in grades 3-12 

across Texas. Her family is hosting 

an exchange student from Ger-

many this year. 

 

Mary J. Tarowsky, St. Clairs-
ville, Ohio :: is an award-winning 

professional storyteller who earned 

her graduate certificate in story-

telling from UNT and whose 

work appears in the UNT digital 

web concert “Spinning Yarns.” She 

co-chairs and performs at the 

Pricketts Fort Storytelling Festival 

and Grand Vue Park Storytelling 

Festival and performs in other 

festivals in Pennsylvania, West 

Virginia and Ohio. 

 

2011
 
Joe T. Clawson, Weatherford :: 
earned an M.S. in negotiation and 

dispute resolution from Creighton 

University School of Law in 

December. 

 

2012
 
Shelli Sharber (Ph.D.), Pauls 
Valley, Okla. :: accepted a posi-

tion with East Central University 

in Ada, Okla., as the school 

library media graduate program 

coordinator in the Department  

of Education and was named 

assistant professor, tenure track. 

Her doctorate was in interdisci-

plinary information science.  

Elizabeth Figa was her  

dissertation mentor.  
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 F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S

UNT’s alumni, faculty, staff and students are the 
university’s greatest legacy. When members of the 
Eagle family pass, they are remembered and their 
spirit lives on. Send information about deaths  
to The North Texan (see contact information  
on page 7).  

  Read more, write memorials and connect with 

friends at northtexan.unt.edu.

University Community
 

Tommy R. 
Koonce (’59, 

’62 M.Ed), 77, 

former 

assistant 

professor of industrial technology, 

later renamed engineering 

technology, died April 1 in Denton. 

He taught at UNT for 27 years, 

beginning in 1968 and retiring in 

1995. He earned his bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees in industrial arts 

education at North Texas and 

taught in Dallas public schools 

before earning his doctorate from 

the University of Missouri-Colum-

bia. He was a past president of the 

North Texas Industrial Arts 

Association and coordinated 

regional student competitions on 

campus. He helped construct the 

mace for the 1971 inauguration of 

President C.C. Nolen and was 

named Texas Industrial Arts 

Association Distinguished Teacher 

of the Year in 1980. After retiring, 

he enjoyed raising cattle on his 

family ranch. 

 

Daniel Wil-
liam Scott 
III, 82, former 

professor and 

first chair of 

the Department of Computer Sci-

ence, died May 17, 2013, in Wayne, 

Okla. He earned bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees from the Univer-

sity of Texas at Austin and worked 

at the Oak Ridge National Labora-

tory before earning his Ph.D. in 

physics from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. During 

 

the 1960s, he worked for General 

Electric in the U.S. and France and 

later for University Computing Co. 

in Dallas. In 1971, he was hired to 

establish UNT’s new Department 

of Computer Science. He served as 

chair for eight years and taught for 

10, defining the policies for com-

puter science education and the 

department’s courses and scope. 

He also developed microprocessor-

based equipment for the chemistry 

and music departments and was 

an outside consultant in software 

development. He went on to teach 

1940s

Mary Jo Watkins Deavenport 
Woodward (’47), San Diego, 
Calif. :: She was an accom-

plished artist in watercolor and 

acrylics and a supporter of the arts. 

At North Texas, she studied 

business and was a member of the 

Kaghlirs. Survivors include her 

sister, Joyce Chapman (’49). 
 

Edward C. ‘Ed’ Dawson (’48), 
Maypearl :: He served in the 

U.S. Navy in World War II and 

earned his degree in education 

from North Texas, where he was a 

member of the Geezles. He 

worked for Continental EMSCO 

Derrick and Equipment Co., 

raised cattle and bought and sold 

vintage farm equipment. 

 

William ‘Bill’ Lee Turner Sr. 
(’49), Hemphill :: He served in 

the U.S. Army and then resumed 

his studies, earning his degree in 

education and journalism. He 

worked in the insurance industry 

for more than 30 years, receiving 

the prestigious Loyalty Award 

from the Insurance Company 

Education Directors Society.  

 

1950s
 
Vernon L. Austin (’50, ’62 
M.Ed.), Gainesville :: He had 

a 34-year career with the 

Gainesville ISD, in positions 

including assistant superintendent 

of schools, and retired in 1986. He 

also was an adjunct professor for 

Cooke County Junior College and 

a guidance counselor for the 

Muenster ISD. He was a World 

War II veteran, serving with the 

15th Air Force in Alaska. 

 
Charles S. Graham Jr. (’50), 
Richardson :: He served in the 

U.S. Maritime Service on Liberty 

ships in World War II and in the 

U.S. Army from 1950 to 1952, 

stationed with the occupation 

forces in Japan. He used the G.I. 

bill to attend North Texas and 

eventually joined Collins Radio, 

which merged with Rockwell 

International, where he worked 

until his retirement.  

 

Arthur Douglas “A.D.” 
Hartline (’50), Denton :: He 

earned his degree in industrial arts 

and education and was a member 

of the Industrial Arts Club and a 

Geezle. In Denton, he was a 

member of the Evening Optimist 

Club and the Good Sam Camping 

Club and was a Denton Food 

Pantry volunteer. 

 

James Bryant Karnes (’50), 
Columbia, Mo. :: He served in 

the Army and Air Force during 

World War II and then earned his 

degree in industrial arts and 

education from North Texas. He 

went on to earn master’s and 
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doctoral degrees from the 

Uni ver sity of Missouri, where he 

taught industrial technology for 

23 years. Memorials may be made 

to the Karnes/Bryant Scholarship 

Fund at UNT. 

 

Kirk Drew (’52), Granbury 
:: After playing football at North 

Texas, where he was a member of 

the Geezles, he began his head 

coaching career at Galena Park in 

Houston. Moving to San Antonio, 

he coached the “Game of the 

Century”  — Robert E. Lee’s 55-48 

victory over Brackenridge  — in 

1963. He later coached and was 

assistant superintendent in the 

Carrollton Farmers Branch ISD.  

 

Jim Calfee (’53), Houston :: 

He earned his degree in account-

ing and then served in the U.S. 

Navy before returning to school 

and becoming a CPA. He retired 

from Exxon in 1995 after 35 years 

of service. Survivors include his 

son, W. Joe Calfee (’93). 
 
 

Kenneth D. ‘Ken’ Fuller (’54), 
Dallas :: He flew helicopters in 

the U.S. Marine Corps, retiring as 

a lieutenant colonel in 1972. He 

practiced law for more than 50 

years and in 2003 was inducted 

into the State Bar of Texas Family 

Law “Hall of Legends.”  He 

continued his work free of charge 
through the Dallas Volunteer 

Attorney Program. At North 

Texas, he was a Talon. 

 

1960s
 
Leon Dulin (’61, ’66 M.Ed.), 
Midland :: He played on the 

tennis team at North Texas and 

later earned a doctorate from East 

Texas State University. He 

coached tennis at Oklahoma 

Baptist University for many years 

and won several conference titles. 

He was a retired naval command-

er. Survivors include his brother, 

Don Dulin (’58, ’59 M.Ed.). 
 
Jack G. Keeble (’63), Lewis-
ville :: He served in the U.S. Air 

 

 Force and was a member of the 

Arnold Air Society at North 

Texas. He earned his degree in 

government.  

 

1970s
 

Ruth Anna Cochran (’71, ’73 
M.L.S.), Dimmitt :: She 

earned her degrees in library 

science and was a librarian for 

many years with the Dimmitt 

ISD. She was an active member 

and past president of the Iota Zeta 

chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. 

 

Danny Loyd McReynolds 

(’72), Plano :: He attended 

Calvary Bible College in Kansas 

City before enlisting in the U.S. 

Air Force. He spent 13 months in 

Vietnam as an instrument 

repairman, then earned his 

marketing degree at North Texas 

and worked in insurance sales. 

 

1990s
 
Christina Rhea Carr, 
Granbury :: She studied art 

from 1984 to 1990 at UNT and 

was known as a talented and 

creative person. 

 

Vanessa Michael Pitofsky 
(’95), Dallas :: She earned her 

degree in dance at UNT and 

became a career administrative 

assistant who worked for 

Wacho via, Wells Fargo and, most 

recently, SunTrust Bank. She was 

an avid community volunteer.   

 

2010s
 
Patrick R. Wilson, Fort Worth 
:: He studied business at UNT in 

2011 and 2012. He loved sports 

and was a diehard Cowboys fan. 

 

Elvis Castello Madurai, 
Highland Village :: He was a 

senior interdisciplinary studies 

major, completing his student 

teaching. Born in South Africa, he 

became a U.S. citizen in 2013. His 

degree was awarded posthumously 

in May. Memorials may be made 

to the UNT Foundation in honor 

of his love for teaching.    

at Portland State University and 

worked for Teneron in Ponca City, 

Okla., before retiring in 2005. 

Throughout his life, he had a pas-

sion for science.

Daniel M. 
Stewart, 37, 

assistant pro-

fessor of crimi-

nal justice who 

joined UNT in 2007, died April 12 in 

Denton. He served in the U.S. Air 

Force Security Forces from 1994 to 

1998, performing policing duties 

and working in detention facilities. 

His research interests included po-

lice education, homeland security 

for policing and police behavior, 

and he was accepted as a 2013-14 

academic fellow with the Founda-

tion for the Defense of Democra-

cies, which featured a summer 

course on terrorism studies at 

Tel Aviv University. His funded 

research included an examination 

of Texas police chiefs’ perceptions 

of agency collaboration and the 

role of local law enforcement in 

homeland security, and he taught 

classes on crime and justice in the 

United States, police systems and 

research methods. He also had 

served as the faculty advisor for 

Lambda Alpha Epsilon, the crimi-

nal justice preprofessional society. 

He earned a bachelor’s degree 

from Kentucky Wesleyan College, 

a master’s from Eastern Kentucky 

University and a doctorate from 

Sam Houston State University.

Send memorials to honor UNT 

alumni and friends, made pay-

able to the UNT Foundation, to 

University of North Texas, Division 

of Advancement, 1155 Union Circle 

#311250, Denton, Texas 76203-

5017. Indicate on your check the 

fund or area you wish to support. 

Or make secure gifts online at 

development.unt.edu/givenow. For  

more information, email giving@

unt.edu or call 940-565-2900.

Memorials
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T H E  LAST Word

BEACON OF HOPE

by Clifford Steven Morrison

MY FAMILY DOESN’T HAVE A  
long-standing tradition of attending the 
University of North Texas. To be fair, my 
family doesn’t have a tradition of attend-
ing any institution of higher learning.  
In fact, when I graduate from UNT on 
Aug. 9, 2014, I will be the first person  
in my family to earn a college degree.  
This isn’t because my family isn’t inter-
ested in higher learning — rather,  
it’s more representative of the socio- 
economic conditions in which my  
siblings and I were reared. 

My mother, like any other parent, 
wanted the best for me, my sister and 
brother. But the prospect of a college 
degree simply wasn’t in the cards dealt to 
us as children of a single-parent house-
hold. I am the youngest of three children, 
but I was the first person in my family 
offered the opportunity to attend a 
university when, in 2010, I was selected  
to be part of the inaugural class of Terry 
Scholars at UNT. 

With the financial and moral support I 
received from the Terry Foundation and 
UNT’s Emerald Eagle Scholars program, 
I am managing to graduate completely 
debt-free. Being free of a financial burden 
in college has allowed me to focus on 
what matters most to me — research.

This passion was kindled in UNT’s 
Honors College when, as a freshman 
taking Honors chemistry, I was encour-
aged to do research. I then joined Dr. Rob 
Petros’ laboratory in the Department of 
Chemistry to help study targeted drug  

delivery in pancreatic cancer cells. 
Aside from the research itself, Dr. 

Petros taught me the spirit of humility in 
research. It’s easy to have the expectation 
that you’ll get a certain result from an 
experiment, but sometimes the results fail. 
And we can always learn from that. My 
most successful experiments could have 
been perceived as a failure. It’s so exciting 
when you’re in a lab doing research that 
perhaps no one has done before. It’s a 
different kind of learning. 

As a student in UNT’s McNair 
Scholars program, I blended research 
with my academic curriculum, which 
made my undergraduate experience 
wholly hands-on and enriching. I am 
thankful for this insight I had into 
academia as an undergraduate. 

Through opportunities such as 
attending conferences with other 
institutions, I’ve become more acquainted 
with some of the challenges that academia 
has faced with equal representation and 
will continue to face as I transition to 
graduate school. Equal opportunity in 
education and positive LGBTQ represen-
tation in the scientific community are two 
causes that are close to my heart. 

With the inclusionary environment 
I’ve experienced at UNT, I look forward 
to making constructive contributions to 
these campaigns as a gay scientist.

Thanks to the tremendously generous 
support I received as a UNT student, I 
will graduate with bachelor’s degrees in 
chemistry and biochemistry with minors 
in mathematics, biological sciences and 
history. I will begin work on my fully 
funded Ph.D. in chemical engineering, 
with a focus on metabolic engineering, at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, 
N.Y., this August. I hope to help make the 
production of biofuels more sustainable.

I owe a debt of gratitude to my 
mentors and other supporters from the 
various enrichment programs at UNT.  
I never would have dreamed as a child 
that higher education would be a part of 
my future. But UNT has truly served as  
a beacon of hope, and proof that an 
excellent college education was within 
reach after all. 

In August, Morrison will be UNT’s first 
undergraduate to earn a degree as an 
Honors College student, Emerald Eagle 
Scholar, Terry Scholar and McNair Scholar. 

G
ary Payne
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DEREK AKUNNE
MEAN GREEN LINEBACKER

SENIOR, KINESIOLOGY    

800-UNT-2366 | 940-565-2527
meangreensports.com

Commitment. Distinction. Authenticity. These are more 
than just words at UNT. They’re hallowed reminders 

that drive Derek Akunne and every member of 
the Mean Green Nation who understands  

 our remarkable UNT legacy.

It’s no coincidence that Derek, 
inspired by UNT’s diversity and 
a family supportive of his success, 
chose UNT and Mean Green football 
as his collegiate home. With 
back-to-back 90-tackle seasons 
and a 3.28 GPA, he’s an integral 
part of the 8th best defense in 
the NCAA and helped the team 
attain the highest GPA in 
Conference USA football.

Buy your season tickets 
now and cheer the 
Mean Green to victory!
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This May, UNT graduated 4,100 students from its 12 colleges and schools, part of 
the 8,400 who graduated in 2013-14 with the power to turn their Mean Green 
educations into golden opportunities. They join an alumni network that includes 
361,000 members, with 237,000 alumni who live in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

The North Texan 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N O R T H  T E X A S 
Division of University Relations, Communications and Marketing
1155 Union Circle #311070    Denton, Texas 76203-5017
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