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What is web harvesting? 

Web harvesting is the process of automatically copying and organizing unstructured 

information from pages and data on the World Wide Web. It is also known as web 

mining, web scraping and web crawling. Web sites are identified with a "seed list" of 

URLs which are "harvested" so that content within, or linked to an identified site, is 

captured and copied. 

Project Outline 

 Capture all first- and second-level .gov and non-secure .mil websites during a one 

month period in the fall of 2004. 

 Projected size of project on disc: ~3.2 TB (calculated by Internet Archive ) 

 Projected file count for harvest: ~40 million files (calculated by Internet Archive) 

 Number of domains to crawl: 1200+ domains identified for initial seed list 

 Time Period: 1 month 

Project Implementation 

 Harvesting Software: HTTrack 

 Disc space: 4.5 TB of disc space 

 Computers: 6 desktop computers 

 Harvesters: 10-18 instances running concurrently 

 Project personnel: 2 librarians half-time 

Project Outcomes 

 UNT captured 2.3TB of 6.5 total (number calculated by Internet Archive harvest) 

 UNT captured 40,000,000 pages of 75,000,000 million total pages (number 

calculated by Internet Archive harvest) 

 UNT is unsure as to how many of the 50,000 total web sites were captured 

(number calculated by Internet Archive harvest) 

 Moving 2.3TB of web data from NTFS to FAT32 volumes over a network creates 

problems 

 Maintaining 40,000,000 files creates new challenges and requires new strategies 

 UNT will be using Heritrix for future large-scale harvests 
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Web Harvesting Links 

University of North Texas 

CyberCemetery 

http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/ 

International Internet Preservation Consortium (IIPC) 

http://netpreserve.org/ 

Internet Archive 

http://archive.org 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

http://webharvest.gov/  

Bulletin: http://www.archives.gov/records-mgmt/bulletins/2005/2005-02.html 

National Digital Information Infrastructure Preservation Program (NDIIPP) 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/ 

Library of Congress  

http://www.loc.gov/minerva/ 

National Library of Australia  

Pandora Archive  

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/ 

Web Harvesting Tools: 

Heritrix 
http://crawler.archive.org/  

"Heritrix is the Internet Archive's open-source, extensible, web-scale, archival-quality 

web crawler project."  

HTTrack 
http://www.httrack.com/  

"HTTrack is a free (GPL, free software) and easy-to-use offline browser utility. It allows 

you to download a World Wide Web site from the Internet to a local directory, building 

recursively all directories, getting HTML, images, and other files from the server to your 

computer. HTTrack arranges the original site's relative link-structure. Simply open a page 

of the "mirrored" web site in your browser, and you can browse the site from link to link, 

as if you were viewing it online. HTTrack can also update an existing mirrored site, and 

resume interrupted downloads. HTTrack is fully configurable, and has an integrated help 

system."  
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Teleport Pro 
http://www.tenmax.com/teleport/pro/home.htm  

"PC Magazine's Editors' Choice for offline browsers, Teleport Pro is an all-purpose high-

speed tool for getting data from the Internet."  

GNU Wget 
http://www.gnu.org/software/wget/wget.html  

"GNU Wget is a free software package for retrieving files using HTTP, HTTPS and FTP, 

the most widely-used Internet protocols. It is a non-interactive command line tool, so it 

may easily be called from scripts, cron jobs, terminals without Xsupport, etc." 

Adobe Acrobat  
http://www.adobe.com/  

“PDF - Web Capture is a PDF 1.3 feature. Acrobat 4 and later viewers will capture 

HTML, PDF, GIF, JPEG, and ASCII text files as PDF files.” 
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