The Issues of Compliance and Interoperability 1n
Integrating Heterogeneous Digital Information Resources:
Lessons from the Portal to lexas History
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The Portal to Texas History provides tools that facilitate single-point access to P i
vast and heterogeneous primary source material about Texas History. In order
to fulfill this ambitious goal, the Portal project has been developed in multiple
phases. In the first phase, we built a technical structure for the Portal services
and created standards and best practices guidelines. Alowing comliance wih nereasing interoperabilty o
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To ensure compliance and provide meaningful interoperable queries that
improve search and retrieval of web-based resources, UNTL designed and
implemented a robust service-oriented architecture. Building an interoperable
portal is not just a question of scaling existing techniques. It requires a Ot otadata
. Tools Data Entry
departure from usual systems that have made search and retrieval cumbersome Form

even for the skilled.

To that end, the central Portal exists as a Linux server, running several Open
Source components to effectively manage the Metadata records. The backbone
of the system is the Apache web server with customized extensions to handle
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the XML records. XSLT and PHP scripts implement the front-ends. Master, mage: %%%SVR B

archival quality files are stored off of the actual Portal in a Xiotech system.
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