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1945 
1945 breaks heavy over Japan with the weight from numerous B-29 formations of the newly 
formed 20th Air Force high above.  Each Superfortress is ready and willing to release their 
ominous payload of 20,000 pounds of destruction down on the Empire. 

The driving force behind this tempest is Major General Curtis LeMay, Commander of the XXI 
Bomber command of the 20th Air Force in the Mariana Islands.  Frustrated with the results of 
high-level precision bombing, his emphasis for ending the war will be to destroy Japanese war 
production and would make it obvious to the Japanese people that continuing the war would be 
futile.  His plan is to rain torrents of fire on 67 selected industrial cities such as Kobe, Nagoya, 
Osaka, and Yokohama. His aim is to destroy the homes and the workers through low-level 
nighttime strikes. As many as 330, 0000 will be killed, 9,200,000 are to be made homeless, and 
nearly 2.5 million homes will be destroyed during the incendiary assaults. The first attempt is a 
high-level test incendiary raid on Nagaya, but the test is a failure. 

The first large scale incendiary attack on Japan is against the capitol, Tokyo on March 9 during 
the night. Approximtely16 square miles of the city are devastated, more than 80,000 people are 
lost, and an estimated million civilians are left homeless. For the next five months the pattern of 
this raid is followed against Tokyo and other large Japanese cities. In addition, naval aircraft 
from U.S. carriers bring ruin to coastal cities and harbors, and B-29s on top of land-based 
bombers drops mines in the harbors and shipping lanes throughout the home islands. These 
mines, which are dropped at night by radar from altitudes of 5000 feet, are ingeniously 
conceived and greatly efficient.  
 
By the beginning of the summer, Japan has become desolate and in need of food, raw material, 
and oil. Allied submarines and air forces have cut her off from the sources of supplies due to the 
destruction of her merchant fleet. In late July Tokyo asks her citizens to collect 2.5 million 
bushels of acorns to be converted into eating materials. 

In the Philippines two Corps of U.S. 6th Army, 67,000 troops, go ashore on the beaches of 
Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, near San Fabian and near Lingayen Village.  The beachheads join up and 
gain full control of the coastal area extending from just south of Rabon to the mouth of the Agno 
River, west of Lingayen.  

By February 4th U.S. 8th Army starts their push into Manila from the south. There are 20,000 
Japanese troops prepared to fight to the end in the city.  The 11th Airborne Division reaches the 
main Japanese defenses south of the city of Manila.  U.S. Army troops of the 1st and 37th 
Division drive into Manila from the north following the withdrawing Japanese as they practice a 
scorch earth policy.  On February 24th Japanese organized resistance in Manila comes to an ends.  
March 3rd the Battle for Manila, first and fiercest urban fighting of the Pacific War, comes to an 
end after a month of fighting.  The city is devastated.  An estimated 20,000 Japanese defenders 
of Rear Admiral Iwabuchi Sanji Manila Naval Defense Force, assembly of IFA troops, IJN 
sailors, and marines have been killed. The U.S. Army has 1,010 dead and 5,565 wounded. 
Approximately 100,000 Filipinos civilians are dead, deliberately by the defenders and by U.S. 
military force from artillery and aerial bombardment during the fighting.  
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U.S. Army troops go ashore in Mariveles Harbor area of Bataan Peninsula.  The 151st Infantry 
RCT and 3rd Battalion, 34th RCT encounter only light opposition and quickly secure the town 
and the nearby airfield.  This action allows the Sixth Army to establish control of the southern 
region of Bataan peninsula.  In May in an area north of Santa Fe on Luzon is secured.  The full 
force of the U.S. Army is thrown against the Japanese defensive line. The assault annihilates 
approximately 400 from the Japanese Fourteenth Area Army Training Unit, a battalion of 10th 
Division artillery, and 12 tanks of the 2nd Armored Division.  In late June General MacArthur 
announces that the Luzon operation is over.  The fighting for the island has lasted five months 
and 19 days.  This announcement is followed by General Eichelberger declaring that organized 
resistance has ended on Mindanao. 

On February 19 U.S. Marines of the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions goes ashore on Iwo Jima, 
Japan's unsinkable carrier.  The island is only 775 miles from the Japanese home island of 
Honshu.  From the heights of Mount Suribachi the Japanese throw down huge volumes of 
dangerous fire causing large numbers of causalities among the Marines.  30% of the Marine’s 
tanks that have discharged during the first day of the invasion have been lost.  

U.S. Marine detachment from Company E of Regimental Combat Team 28, on Iwo Jima takes 
Mount Suribachi on February 23rd and raises a small American flag.  Later in the day a large 
American flag is raised on the top of Suribachi.  Photographer Joe Rosenthal of the Associated 
Press takes a picture that becomes the best known of the war.  U.S. Marines start clearing caves 
and gun ports.  Many Japanese save the Marines time by committing suicide. 
 
U.S. Marines start their attack against the Motoyant Airfield #2 on Iwo Jima.  Their attack is 
made in the face of intense fire from heavy weapons and rockets but they gain about 308 to 500 
yards through a maze of interlocking, or mutually supporting concrete pillboxes, blockhouses 
and fortified caves.  Elsewhere on Iwo Jima the Battle of the Meat Grinder starts.  By March 2nd 
the first of the island's airfields is opened for transports to land.  On March 4th the first crippled 
B-29 makes and emergency landing on Iwo Jima.  This begins a series of over 2,400 such 
emergency landings on the island during Pacific War.  Two days later the 15th Fighter Group 
lands with P-51s and P-61s.  U.S. Army Air Force fighters commence operations.  On March 
10th elements of the Third Marine Division makes it to the northeast beach on Iwo Jima 
separating the Japanese into two groups, instead of one.  During the night the 4th Marine Division 
repulses a Japanese suicide attack in which the enemy has placed demolition charges to their 
belts to help to penetration of the Marine lines as they throw themselves on to the positions.  Iwo 
Jima is declared secure at a cost of 19,935 American casualties, less than 100 of the Japanese 
garrison of 20,000 were taken alive. 

In mid-January Japanese Imperial General Headquarters turns in to the Emperor a frame work of 
a general policy titled “Outline of Army and Navy Operations” for his endorsement.  Even at this 
stage of the war in the Pacific this document covering general policy has been a struggle due to 
inter-service differences and the refusal to see for a practical purpose that the war cannot be won.  

The Emperor approves a new “Outline of Army and Navy Operations” for a final decisive battle 
to be conducted on Japanese Home Islands.  Parts of the Chinese coast from and including 
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Formosa, the Bonin Islands, and Southern Korea are designated as a new outer defense of the 
Empire.  
 
In early February, Imperial General Headquarters conducted a joint conference between the 
Army and Navy in Tokyo to workout difficulties in the actual overtone of the "Outline of Army 
and Navy Operation" plan.  The most important problem was overcome through the designing of 
a Joint Army-Navy Air Agreement for the first half of 1945.    

During the Imperial General Headquarters joint conference between the Army and Navy in 
Tokyo the Army Section issue a directive called "Outline of Air Operations in the East China 
Sea Area." This plan details directions for the carrying out and replenishment of existing air 
units, reinforcing of air bases, and the redeployment units necessary to bring the required air 
power into the theater by April 1st.  This plan is designated the Ten-Go Operation Plan, will be 
the basis for all future Army air operations over the East China Sea Area. 

The Japanese military realizing that the war has turned against them.  They look to the code of 
the Japanese Samurai Spirit to develop several different types of Special Attack Units or 
individual suicide attacks, in accordance with the policy of “one person, one machine, one shell 
for a ship.” The Japanese believed with this course of action would cause the United States to 
negotiate for peace to save American lives once they have seen the Japanese determination to 
fight to the last citizen.  The most well know is the Kamikaze pilot but several other types of 
Special Attack Units or suicide attacks by individual were devised such as: charges by groups of 
soldiers, small one to two man submarines, swimmers, human anti-tank mine (soldiers with 
explosives strapped to their bodies), rocket powered planes (Bakas), divers, and small power 
boats (Shinyo) suicide boats.  In Tokyo, Kantaro Suzuki's cabinet authorizes the organization of 
a volunteer army of men from the age of 15 to 55 and women 17-45 for the battle to come to the 
mainland. 
 
In April the Japanese battleship Yamato leaves the Inland Sea accompanied by the cruiser 
Yahagi, and eight destroyers on a Kamikaze mission to Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands of Japan.  
Each ship is filled with enough fuel to sail to the island.  There they will beach themselves and 
become an unsinkable island fortress. Admiral Toyoda launches the first of ten planned 
Kamikaze air attack against Allied shipping around Okinawa. 

Yalta Conference begins with the U.S. President, British Prime Minister, and the Soviet Premier 
attending.  The three leaders believing Germany would fall around July 1st plan a program to 
weaken Japan before invading the home island.  As reward to Russia for coming into the war 
against Japan they will receive parts of Manchuria, Kuril Islands and South Sakhalin. 

April 1st U.S. Marines of the 1st and 6th Marine Divisions, and the Army XXIV Corps, land 
60,000 men on the western side of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  Japanese General Ushijima 
Mitsuru has decided to fight from organized positions inland. The initial U.S. landing is virtually 
unopposed, but progress stalls when they encountered the main Japanese defenses line across the 
southern end of the island.  The XXIV Corps clears several strongly fortified outposts guarding 
the Shuri Line.  However, they had suffered over 1,500 battle casualties in the process, while 
killing or capturing about 4,500 Japanese.  By the 9th of the month the 27th Division, lands from 
floating reserve to relieve part of the 96th and reinforced the remainder.   
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In May U.S.M.C. 1st Division attack on the Shuri Line at Height 60 on Okinawa is turned back.  
The U.S. 7th and 77th Divisions have made little progress against Japanese positions near the 
villages of Shuri and Yonabaru.  Imperial troops have dug themselves into the caves, burial 
tombs, and the ground to shield themselves from American assaults. It has become a time 
consuming ordeal for U.S. troops to either flush them out or kill them in their shelters.  In most 
situations the attacking Americans end up paying a heavy price in casualties to clear these 
obstacles.  Nevertheless U.S. forces have a new instrument, the flamethrower tank built upon the 
M4 Sherman tank, to utilize against Japanese impediment along with demolitions charges. 

Two Corps of the American Tenth Army launches an attack to reduce the inner Shuri defenses 
with some elements advancing toward Okinawa's capitol of Naha.  Although coordinated 
initially along the entire front, the attack on the Shuri Defenses soon brakes down into a series of 
intense battles for particular points with the western, central, and eastern sectors. On May 15th 
the capitol of Okinawa, Naha, is captured.  Later in the month U.S. 6th Marines capture Sugar 
Loaf Hill after ten days of intense fighting. The division suffers 2,662 casualties of whom 1,289 
are of combat fatigue.  The U.S. 77th Division is forced to withdraw from Ishimmi Ridge, 
Okinawa, after suffering heavy casualties.  381st Regiment fighting on Sugar Loaf finds 
themselves pinned down by heavy Japanese artillery fire.  General Ushijima orders Rear Admiral 
Ota to use his men to start a night suicide attack on the Horseshoe area. 

General Ushijima calls a night conference in his command caves under Shuri Castle. It is 
attended by all division and brigade commanders of the Japanese 32nd Army. Three alternative 
courses of action are proposed: a final stand at Shuri; withdrawal to the Chinen Peninsula; and 
withdrawal to the south had in its favor the prospect of prolonging the battle and thereby gaining 
time and exacting greater attrition from the American forces. Other considerations favoring the 
plan are the presence of positions prepared earlier by the 24th Division and the availability there 
of considerable quantities of stores and supplies.  General Ushijima decides to abandon his Shuri 
defense.  Japanese troops begin filtering south through American lines.  U.S. Marines 5th Marine 
Division captures Shuri Castle on the crest of Shuri Ridge. U.S. 6th Marines surround and 
completely isolate the Japanese on Oroku Peninsula.  In June the XXIV Corps gains control of 
all the commanding ground on the Yaeju Dake-Yuza Dake Escarpment.  After 82 days of 
fighting Okinawa is declared secured.   

In Burma the British Command Headquarters reorganizes its forces after the capture of 
Mandalay and Meiktila and now are prepared for a rapid advance to finish the campaign.  The 
British IV Corps is to advance down the Sittang Valley and XXXIII Corps move down the 
Irrawaddy Valley.  The IV Corps will be made up of the Indian 15th and 17th Divisions with the 
255th Tank Brigade.  The IV corps will attack towards Rangoon as the 19th Indian Division 
performs mopping up operation in the rear of the Corps.  The XXXIII Corps will move 
southwest following the Irrawaddy River towards Prome with the British 2nd Division, 7th and 
20th Indian Divisions and 268th Indian Brigade.  Northern Central Area Command (NCAC), 
General Stilwell Chinese divisions in Burma, operations stops and its units returned to China. 
The 36th Division is withdrawn to India. U.S. lead guerrilla force, OSS 101 Detachment, takes 
over the military responsibilities of NCAC, while British civil affairs and other units step in to 
take over other responsibilities.  The battle for Burma is now ready to enter its final stage as the 
British Fourteenth Army launches a two-pronged attack south down the Irrawaddy River, and the 
Sittang River. 
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In early May British paratroopers of the 2nd Gurkha Parachute Battalion land south of Rangoon 
at the mouth of the Irrawaddy to secure Elephant Point.  This will allow the Allied amphibious 
forces to enter the Rangoon River unopposed from the sea.  The Indian  26th Division is carried 
in landing ships and put ashore at Rangoon. May 3rd a brigade of the Indian 26th Division enters 
Rangoon with British paratroopers and Allied forces converging on the city.  The campaign to 
retake Burma is effectively ended.  The campaign has cost the British and Indians 4,115 KIA and 
13,764 wounded, American and Chinese have smaller numbers.  The Japanese lose 
approximately 100,000 men. August "The Battle of the Breakthrough," in the Pegu Yoma 
Mountain Range of Burma, Major General Kobe losses 8,300 of his 10,000 troops.  These are the 
last of the organized Japanese force in Burma. 

In late May in Burma the British reorganize commands for the upcoming operations in the Dutch 
East Indies and Malaya.  Lt. General Montagu Stopford is given command of the newly formed 
12th Army. 

April 12th President Franklin D. Roosevelt dies of a massive stroke and Vice President Harry 
S. Truman succeeds to the Office of President. 
 
In the Dutch East Indies Australian 9th Division, including a KNIL company of 160, goes ashore 
on Tarakan Island, Borneo. 
 
Imperial Japanese land forces in China as well as those troops still holding islands and parts of 
islands in the South and Southwest Pacific found themselves without many of the supplies 
needed to conduct a war.  Chinese 5th Division of the 94th Army counterattacks a Japanese 
detachment near Wuyang, seventy miles southeast of Chihchiang ends.  The Chihchiang 
campaign shows that Chinese troops can successfully fighting the Japanese if they have 
sufficient troop strength, coordinated their movements, actions, and received a steady supply of 
ammunition and food.  On June 17 all Japanese forces in south China commence withdrawing 
northward in five long columns between the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers. 

In May, the Director of the Office of Strategic Services, William Donovan, reports to President 
Truman that Shunichi Kase, Japan’s Minister to Switzerland, would like to work out an end to 
hostilities.  Togo has tests the waters for peace as well as tries to persuade the Russians to stay 
neutral and use them as a go-between.  Later Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai proposes that Japan ask 
Russia to mediate a settlement of the war. 
 
Acting Secretary of State Joseph Grew tells President Truman “The greatest obstacle to 
unconditional surrender by the Japanese is their belief that this would entail the destruction or 
permanent removal of the Emperor and the institution of the Throne.  If some indication can now 
be given to the Japanese that themselves, when once thoroughly defeated and rendered impotent 
to wage war in the future will be permitted to determine their own future political structure, they 
will be afforded a method of saving face without which surrender will be highly unlikely.” 

Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy argues to Secretary of War Stimson that the term 
“unconditional surrender” should be dropped: “Unconditional surrender is a phrase which means 
loss of face and I wonder whether we cannot accomplish everything we want to accomplish in 
regard to Japan without the use of that term.” 
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In June, an Interim Committee advises the President that the Atomic Bomb should be used as 
soon as possible against a military target surrounded by buildings and without prior warning. 

Marquis Kido gives his plan of action for peace to the Emperor.  After reading the document 
Hirohito gives his full approval and instructed Kido to go into immediate talks with the Premier 
and the Foreign, Navy, and War Ministers to get them to understand the need to press for peace.  
The Diet is already in special session and Kido is unable to meet with the four Government 
leaders until the session ends four days later.  When Marquis Kido meets with Foreign Minister 
Togo to go over his plan, he tells Togo that he has the Emperor's full approval to go forward with 
the proposal.  The Foreign Minister is in general accord with Kido's plan. Togo points out those 
efforts are already in process with a view to securing Soviet mediation. Togo is surprised to 
discover that neither Kido nor the Emperor has been informed of the decisions reached at leaders' 
conferences in mid-May with respect to diplomatic action with the Russia.  

Premier Suzuki calls a meeting of the Supreme War Direction Council to discuss peace as 
instructed by Emperor Hirohito.  The Chiefs of the Army and Navy General Staffs and War 
Minister Anami stay united in their conviction that Japan should continue to fighting as long as 
the Allies insisted upon unconditional surrender. They tell the Premier there is chances of 
securing a change of the Allies terms if the battle is fought on the home islands were heavy 
losses could be inflicted on the invading forces. 

In Tokyo Marquis Kido holds a meeting with War Minister Anami to learn the army’s attitude on 
the war and peace.  Anami tells Kido that at this time the war is bad but insisted that it is 
necessary to wage the war needs to be fought on Japan soil to inflict heavy losses on the 
Americans before initiating peace action.  The Emperor summons the Supreme War Council to a 
conference in which he tells them:"You will consider the question of ending the war as soon as 
possible."  Foreign Minister Togo goes directly to the Emperor to go over the steps taken to pave 
the way for Russian mediation.  Japanese Emperor exhorts the Supreme Command and the 
Cabinet to not only prepare Japan for farther military action but in veil terms request that they 
consider alternatives to the decision to fight to the end. 

In late June Former Japanese Prime Minister, Koki Hirota, visits the Russian Ambassador to 
Japan, Jacob Malik.  He tells the Ambassador that Tokyo wants an agreement between the two 
countries to replace their “Neutrality Pact.” 

Koki Hirota, past Prime Minister of Japan, acting on instructions from Japanese Foreign Minister 
Togo, delivers a government's written message to Malik of the Soviet Union.  The message states 
that Japan is prepared to neutralize Manchuria upon conclusion of the East Asia war, and to give 
up fishing rights in Siberian waters in exchange for Soviet oil. It further says that Japan would 
discuss any other terms or conditions which the Soviet Government desired. 

In Tokyo Foreign Minister Togo decided to seek the approval of the Supreme War Direction 
Council based upon the Emperor's desire to speed up the dispatch of a special emissary to 
Moscow.  Premier Suzuki summons the six members of the Council to a restricted meeting.  The 
members swiftly agreed that immediate steps need to be taken to arrange for the special mission 
with a message transmitting to the Soviet Government the Imperial desire to end the war. 
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July 1st 33,000 troops of the Australian Seventh Division (Reinforced), less one brigade, land at 
Balikpapan, Borneo, one of the richest oil fields in Asia.  This, the final major amphibious 
assault of the Borneo campaign, is unopposed.   The Japanese defenders are too few in numbers 
and after putting up a dogged resistance, they ultimately retreat into the hills. 

In Moscow Ambassador Sato receives a message from Foreign Minister Togo authorizing him to 
tell the Russians that Japan, in connection with the termination of the war, had "no thought of 
annexing or retaining the territories under her occupation." 

The Japanese Foreign office officially notifies Moscow that the Emperor is considering peace.  
Japan's Soviet Ambassador delivers to the Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister, Molotov, the 
message from Togo asking that peace be restored. 

In Tokyo Premier Suzuki holds a meeting with six members of the Supreme War Direction 
Council.  The Premier informs the council the Emperor is entrusting the Moscow mission to 
Prince Konoye.  Foreign Minister Togo follows with the steps already taken to obtain the consent 
of the Soviet Government.  When the question on peace terms is discussions a deadlock is the 
results.  Since no agreement can be made, the final decision on peace terms is deferred until 
Prince Konoye makes it to Moscow and begins the mediation discussions. 

In July a test dummy atomic bomb fails at Los Alamos because an explosive assembly did not 
produce the symmetrical shock wave needed to trigger the bomb.  Even with this set back parts 
for "Little Boy", first atomic bomb, are shipped to San Francisco, California, for delivery to 
Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands. A few days later the bomb’s inner cannon leave Los 
Alamos in New Mexico for Tinian.  On July 16th the first atomic bomb test is conducted at 
Alamogordo, New Mexico.  The device has a yield of 19 kilotons, which is equivalent to 19,000 
tons of TNT. The U.S.S. Indianapolis leaves San Francisco with important parts for the first 
atomic bomb. On July29th the last parts for the atomic bomb, “Little Boy”, the U-235 inserts 
arrive at Tinian by C-54 Douglas Skymaster. 

The heads of the three leading nations, Great Britain, Russia, and United States, Big Three, meet 
at Potsdam, Germany, to draw up terms for the Japanese surrender.  This will be President Harry 
Truman first and only meeting with the other Allied leaders, Joseph Stalin and Winston 
Churchill. Before the conference ends Churchill will have to leave because his Conservative 
party loose the British general election; he is replaced by Clement Attlee. The Potsdam 
Declaration demands Japan to surrender unconditionally or face utter destruction.  During the 
Conference President Truman approves an order for atomic bombs to be used. 

Shortly after the release of the Potsdam Declaration, President Truman is approached by 
Molotov of the Soviet Union.  He tells the President that Stalin had instructed him to tell him that 
the best way for the Soviet Government to enter the War in the Pacific would be through a 
formal request by the Allies.  This is based on the fact that if the Japanese reject the Potsdam 
Declaration and for the purpose of saving lives and shortening the war. 

Russian Foreign Vice-Commissar Lozovsky is approached by Naotake Sato, Japanese 
Ambassador to the Soviet Union, saying that Japan would like to end the war on broad terms of 
compromise, so long as its honor and existence are guaranteed."   
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August 4th 720,000 evacuation leaflets are dropped over Hiroshima warning of air attacks. 

August 6th at 9:15 am the first atomic bomb is dropped on Hiroshima by the Inland Sea, Honshu 
Island of Japan by the B-29 Enola Gay.  The atomic bomb “Little Boy” weights 9,000 pounds 
with the force of 20,000 tons of TNT. U.S. officials estimate that 78,000 Japanese will be killed.  
Forty-three seconds later “Little Boy” explodes at 2000 feet over Aioi Bridge killing, according 
to Japanese sources, 240,000 citizens.  The fireball that is created is so severe, it melts granite. 
The concussion demolishes practically every building not made of reinforced concrete within 
two miles. A column of smoke and debris rises to nearly five miles into the sky. 

The next day the United States is condemned by Japanese radio for its bombing of Hiroshima, as 
the first country to employ a weapon of such destruction, as "the destroyer of mankind and as 
public enemy number one of social justice." 

Naotake Sato arrives at his audience with Soviet Foreign Minister Molotou to discuss peace, but 
in his meeting he is handed a declaration of war from the Soviet Union effective August 9, 1945. 

August 8th the Emperor hears Togo’s opinion of what hit Hiroshima in an audience at the Palace. 
The weapon is an atomic bomb and more would probably be dropped on Japanese cities unless 
action is taken to accept the Potsdam Declaration.  Hirohito agrees that there should no longer be 
a delay to ending the war and asked Togo to convey his wishes to the Premier. Suzuki then tries 
to convoke a meeting of the Supreme War Direction Council but is unable to do so because of 
the inability of some members to be present.  Late in the night the Japanese Supreme War 
Council agrees that they should accept the Potsdam Declaration only if the monarchy is 
preserved. Some of the objections from the military are overruled by the Emperor himself. 

August 9th a plutonium bomb "Fat Man” is dropped by a B-29, Bock's Car, on the industrial city 
of Nagasaki, Kyushu, Japan.   

Three Russian army groups invade Manchuria with a force of 1,500,000 troops, attacking from 
the Maritime Province. Another force of Russian troops attacks from Transbaikalia from north 
Mongolia. The Russians used tanks for the first time as the spearhead in a major offensive.  
Russian forces entered North Korea advancing from near Vladivostock, penetrate the Korean 
peninsula. Landing parties from the Soviet Pacific Fleet capture the ports of Yuki and Rashin in 
the northern. 

After the learning of the second atomic bomb the Japanese government begins a long 
apprehensive debate, especially after they receive notification that the Soviet Union has united 
with the Allies and invaded Manchuria. The Japanese leadership is split, Chiefs of the Army and 
Navy General Staffs are willing to carry on the war, hopeful that the number of casualties 
expected to be exacted on the American landing force on the home islands will be the source of a 
change in the United States view of the war. Foreign Vice-Minister Shunichi Matsumoto and 
Togo agree to press for acceptance of the Allied terms.  In the air of this division Emperor 
Hirohito speaks with a voice that is trembling with emotion.  He claims that surrender is the only 
course of action and that his decision is based on his observation of the world and the domestic 
situations. He request that all members agree with him. The meeting comes to a close after he 
offers to make a radio broadcast to the people of his decision to surrender.  He asks his Ministers 
to draw up a message to the people of Japan explaining the ending of the war. 
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A coup attempt is made by those officers wanting to continue the war but it ends in failure. Japan 
accepts the terms of the Potsdam Declaration and agrees to surrender.   

On August 14, the Japanese news agency Domei publicize that the war is over. Japanese citizens 
gathered around public address speakers set up across the country. They openly cry and bowed 
as they listen to Hirohito's voice for the first time ever as he formally declares the end of the war 
and instructs the Japanese people to cooperate with the Allied in the upcoming occupation of the 
country.  The citizens, who have never tasted defeat in war, suddenly have mixed emotions: 
anger, shock, grief, despair, failure that they did not do enough for the cause.   

Japanese Navy Headquarters orders all Kamikaze operations be suspended as well as the 
suspension of all attack operations against the United States, Britain, China and the Soviet 
Union.  At Imperial General Headquarters the Army and Navy Sections send out orders 
instructing all Army and Fleet commands to order their forces under their control to "cease 
hostilities forthwith." Army and Fleet commanders are to report back to Imperial General 
Headquarters the dates and hours set by them for the cessation of hostilities in their respective 
area. 

General of the Army Douglas MacArthur is named Supreme Commander for all Allied Powers 
(SCAP) to receive the Japanese capitulation and conduct the occupation of Japan. 

President Harry Truman announces the unconditional surrender of Japan. 

On September 2nd Japanese Foreign Minister Marmoru Shigemitsu signs the formal surrender 
documents on board the U.S.S. Battleship Missouri anchored in Tokyo Bay.  General of the 
Army Douglas MacArthur signs for the Allied Powers.  Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz signs for 
the United States.  General Hsu Yung-chang signs for China.  Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser signs for 
the United Kingdom.  Lieutenant General K. Derevyanko signs for the Soviet Union.  General 
Sir Thomas Blamey signs for Australia.  Colonel L. Moore-Gosgrove signs for Canada.  General 
Jacques Leclerc signs for France.  Admiral C. E. L. Helfrich signs for the Netherlands, and Air 
Vice-Marshal Sir L. M. Isitt signs for New Zealand.  

Emperor Hirohito will remain the head of state as well as Japanese political and police officials 
will maintain their positions. The United States will progressively disband the Japanese high 
command and military organizations. U.S. forces will occupy Japanese held island in the Pacific. 
Korea is placed under American and Soviet occupation, pending the establishment of a 
democratic Korean government. The Japanese ceded the Kuril Islands and the southern half of 
Sakhalin to the Russians. Outer Mongolia will become part of the Soviet sphere of influence and 
the Russians will share the facilities and supervision of Port Arthur and the Manchurian railways 
with China. The Chinese will regain sovereignty over Inner Mongolia and Manchuria, as well as 
the islands of Formosa and Hainan. The British will regain control of Hong Kong. 
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JANUARY 1 
U.S. Navy destroyer escort Seid, LST-225 and three infantry landing craft lands 
one company of U.S. Army’s 81st Division of the 321st Infantry on Fais Island, a  
raised coral island in the eastern Caroline Islands, to investigate whether or not it 
was being used as a midget submarine base and a communication center by the 
Japanese.  

 
 U.S. freighter John M. Clayton is damaged by bombs dropped by Japanese plane, 
 and catches fire off Blue Beach, Mindoro, Philippines. 
 

British submarine HMS Statesman sinks four Japanese junks with her deck gun  
near Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
coast of Thailand. 

 
 Japanese cargo vessel Kyokko Maru is sunk by a mine laid by the British 

submarine HMS Tradewind on October 30, 1944, off Mergui archipelago in far 
southern Burma in the Andaman Sea off the western shore of the Malaya 
Peninsula. 

 
 U.S. submarine Stingray unloads supplies at Tawi Tawi, Philippines. 
 

In the Philippines Underwater Demolition Team 14 makes a reconnaissance of 
White Beach, Leyte, near the town of San Fabian.  

 
 U.S. Eighth Army begins a campaign to clear Leyte using a series of deceptive 
 operations. 
 

The Seventh Army Air Force sends B-24s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands to 
bomb the island of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.  
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, 71 P-47s and P-38s strike at villages, general 
supply areas, fuel dumps, tanks, and vehicles, and troop concentrations at several 
locations including Man Hio, Bahe, Mongmit, Hatka, Namhpakka, Loi-hseng, 
Mong Yaw and in the Hsenwi area, four others hit targets of opportunity along the 
Irrawaddy River in Burma from Tanaung to Kyungyi; four B-25s pursue 
communications lines during the night.  
 
Five B-24s of the Eleven Army Air Force fly coverage for U.S. Naval force after 
aborting a bomb mission to the Kuril Islands northeast from Hokkaido Island, 
Japan 

 
The Fourteenth Army Air Force sends B-24s to strike Fort Bayard, in Zhanjiang, 
China. 40 P-51s and P-40s attack railroad targets, warehouses, industrial works, 
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and gun positions from Yoyang to Puchi in China; eight P-51s strike the Suchow 
Airfield, claiming 25 aircraft destroyed; 47 other P-40s and P-51s on armed 
reconnaissance hit troops, horses, town areas, and rail and road traffic at several 
Chinese locations especially at Liuchenghsien and between Siaokan and 
Hsuchang. 

  
B-25s of the FEAF fly low-level attacks on Negros Island airfields in the 
Philippines, B-24s, with P-38s covering, attacks Clark Field on Luzon in the 
Philippines, hits the Sasa area on the southeast coast of Mindanao bordering 
Davao Gulf, Philippines and along with B-25s strike Djailolo on the central-
western coast of the Halmahera Island, Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies, 
Wasile Bay bivouac areas on Halmahera Island in the Moluccas Islands, and Miti 
ammo dump off the eastern coast of the Halmahera Islands, B-25s drop bombs on 
the airfields of Ceram in the Moluccas Islands and barracks at Laoag City in the 
province of Ilocos Norte, Northern Luzon, Philippines.  
 
The Allied Intelligence Bureau (AIB) instructed Filipino guerrillas on Luzon in 
the Philippines to destroy infrastructure and blow up Japanese military facilities, a 
prelude to a general uprising to coincide with the approaching Allied invasion of 
Luzon. 
 
General Yamashita is notified by Southern Army that all Fourth Air Army forces 
in the Philippines would come under Area Army control. 
 
Japanese 4th Air Army comes under the direct control of the 14th Area Army 
Headquarters, Singapore, Malaya. 
 
Japanese twin-engine bomber attacks air installations on Saipan Island in the 
Mariana Islands dropping a single bomb that caused no damage. 
 
The Japanese 8th Division commander, Lt. General Shizuo Yokoyama, assumes 
command of all Area Army forces in the southern half of Luzon in the Philippines 
below a line running roughly from the Manila on the west to the Lamon Bay area 
on the east. These forces are designated the Shimbu Group. 
 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands all males 18 and older are ordered by the 32 
Army Staff to be mobilized into the Home Guard or to be labors to construct 
defensives. 
 
U.S. 81st Division sends a small group to Fais Island southeast of Ulithi Island in 
the Caroline Islands to undertake a reconnaissance. 
 
Mopping up operations on Leyte in the Philippines is initiated by U.S. 8th Army. 
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JANUARY 2 
A-20s and P-38s of the Fifth Army Air Force attack Japanese shipping off San  
Fernando, Luzon, Philippines, sinking the Coast Defense Vessel No.138, transport 
Meiryu Maru, cargo ships Hakka Maru, Hishikata Maru, Koryu Maru Shirokawa 
Maru, and Taishin Maru. 

 
Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs airstrip installations on Iwo 
Jima in the Volcano Island chain .  Bombers also hit Okimura Town on Haha 
Jima in the Bonin Islands.  B-24s bombs enemy installations on Marcus Island in 
the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force: Troop concentrations and supplies areas are attacked at or 
near the Burmese towns of Mabein, Panghka, Mansut, Letpangon, Loi-mun, 
Panghkai, Namhsan, Thabeikkyin, and in the Lashio area by 66 P-47s and 13 P-
38s. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Six B-25s bomb Kentung, Burma. Over 30 P-40s and 
P-51s on armed reconnaissance attack targets of opportunity, mainly railroad 
traffic, at or near Lohochai, Pengpu, and Sinyang, China; and Man Pong, 
Wanling, and Wan Pa-Hsa, Burma. 

  
P-38s and A-20s from the Far East Air Force attack shipping in San Fernando 
harbor in the Central Luzon region, Philippines, while B-24s hit Clark Field on 
Luzon, B-25s strikes Batangas airfields in southwestern Luzon Island are bombed 
by B-25s, A-20s, and B-24s strike Likanan in Mindanao, Philippine Islands, 
Menado on the northern part of Minahasa peninsula on Celebes Island, Dutch East 
Indies, and Wasile Bay area of the Halmahera Island in the Moluccas Islands, 
Dutch East Indies. 

  
44 B-29s, operating out of the Calcutta area, hits the railroad bridge at Bangkok, 
Thailand.  

 
Carrier-aircraft, United States Pacific Fleet, attack enemy installations on Formosa 
Island off the east coast of China and Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Planes of the Second Marine Aircraft Wing attack installations on Babelthuap in 
the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing strafe Rota Island in the Mariana 
Islands.  Neutralizing raids on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands are 
continued.  Fighters and Torpedo planes strafes and bombs an enemy power plant, 
supply dumps and other installations on Babelthuap in the Palau Islands. Marine 
Fighters also strafe targets on Sonsoral and Merir Islands southwest of the Palau 
Islands. 
 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/burma_lashio.html
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Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two continue neutralizing attacks on enemy held bases  
in the Marshall Islands. 

 
 U.S. submarine Aspro damages the Japanese landing ship Shinshu Maru south of 
 Formosa Strait separating Formosa from the mainland of China. 
 
 U.S. submarine Becuna sinks the Japanese ship Daian Maru east of Madoera 
 Island in the Dutch East Indies.  
 
 U.S. submarine Harder is overdue from patrol and presumed lost. 
 
 PT 300 is lost as a result of enemy action in the Philippine Area. 
 
 U.S. Army troops and Philippine Commonwealth soldiers occupy the Philippine 
 Island of Marinduque between Luzon and Mindoro in the Philippines. 
  
 American troop transports begin assembling in Leyte Gulf for the invasion of 
  Luzon in the Philippines.  
 

On Mindoro in the Philippines engineers start construction of two airfields for 
heavy bombers of the Far East Air Force. 
 
Japanese aircraft attacks airfields around Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
Imperial Naval lookout stationed along Surigao Strait located between the islands 
of Mindanao and Leyte, Philippines reports approximately 80 American ships, 
escorted by destroyers, was moving through the strait into the Mindanao Sea. 
 

JANUARY 3 
Search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two continue neutralizing attacks on enemy held 
bases in the Marshall Islands. 

 
Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs and strafes targets on 
Babelthuap in the Palau Islands and strafed Rota Island of the Mariana Islands. 
 
Aircraft of Marine Fighter Squadrons 124 and 213 take off from the carrier USS 
Essex to attack Formosa Island and the Ryukyu Islands; this is the first time 
Marine fighter squadrons hits land installations from a flight deck of a carrier. 

 
Twenty-two B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Saipan, Mariana Islands, 
bombs Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain.  

 
B-25s and P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force attack airfield at Aungban in eastern 
Burma.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Commonwealth
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Eleventh Army Air Force sends B-25s to fly coverage for a U.S. Naval force over 
the Kuril Islands. 
 
B-25s of the 13th Army Air Force makes attack on shipping off Davao City 
Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands and sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine  
chaser Cha 10. 

 
A number of P-51s from the 14th Army Air Force raid the airfield at Tsinan, 
China. Aircraft of the Fourteenth Army Air Force bombs Kentung, China, attacks 
railroad traffic, from Lohochai, to Sinyang in China, while six others damage 
bridges at Chinchengchiang in China. Over 20 P-40s, P-51s, and P-47s on armed 
reconnaissance attack various targets of opportunity in the Wuhan-Hankow- 
Shwangliu areas of China, and at Namtao, South and Southwest of Man Pong, and 
west of Wanling, Burma. 
 
The Far Eat Air Force (FEAF) sends B-24s to bomb Clark Field on Luzon in the 
Philippines and the Mabalacat areas of central Luzon, B-25s attack five airfields 
in the central Philippines, B-24s two airfields on Mindanao, B-24s bomb the 
Djailolo supply area on the central-western coast of the Halmahera Island, 
Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies, and B-25s pound the Namlea airfield inland 
from Cape Namlea and Cape Karbou on the eastern coast of Boeroe Island in the 
Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies. 
 
97 Mariana Island based B-29s are sent to bomb the docks and urban areas of 
Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan; 57 hit the primary 
target and 21 bomb alternates and targets of opportunity. The Superfortees try a 
high-level test incendiary raid on Nagoya, but the test is a failure. 
 
Wanting, China, is recaptured by Chinese troops of the 9th Division, but is retaken 
at nightfall by the Japanese. 

 
 Turkey breaks diplomatic relations with Tokyo. 
 

Admiral Nimitz is put in command of all naval forces and General MacArthur is 
placed in command of all U.S. ground forces for any and all planned assaults in 
the future such as Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain , Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands of Japan, and the home islands of Japan.  This order effectively ended the 
concept of unified commands, in which one man oversees more than one service 
from more than one country in a distinct or region. 
 
In the Philippines guerrilla headquarters receives an order from General 
Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area: "You will proceed to destroy targets 
starting with dusk on the fourth of January.” Concurrently if possible you will 
employ all manpower and resources at your disposal to sabotage Japanese wire 
communications exclusively of Manila Area, power lines, railroad tracks, 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_nagoya.html
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roadhouses, rolling stock, vehicles and all methods of transportation. Greatest 
possible destruction of aircraft in dispersal area, ammunition, gasoline and other 
supply installations is desired. Observe paramount secrecy." 
 
In Northern Luzon in the province of La Union troops of the Philippine 
Commonwealth Army’s 121st Infantry Regiment join forces with a local guerrilla  
group to capture liberate the area. 
 

 
British and Indian troops land at Akyab, Burma, from destroyers and smaller 
vessels of the Royal, Australian, and Indian Navies only to find the Japanese have 
gone. 

  
 British forces take Yeu, Burma. 

 
Reconnaissance force on Fais Island in the eastern Caroline Islands destroys a 
Japanese radio station found there. Interrogation of natives and Japanese prisoners 
reveals that Fais Island had never been used as a base.  

  
Carrier aircraft from Vice Admiral McCain's fast carriers starts a two-day attack 
against shipping and airfields on and around Formosa Island and the Ryukyu 
Islands.  This operation sinks twelve ships and destroys 110 aircraft. 

 
 The Lingayen Gulf assault force rendezvoused with Admiral Wilkinson’s 150 
ships 
  group off Palau Islands in the Caroline Islands. 
 

The U.S. Third Fleet loses 18 aircraft in raids on Formosa Island, Pescadores 
Islands off the western coast of Formosa in the Formosa Strait, and on Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. Japan loses are 12 ships and more than 100 aircraft. 

 
12 escort carriers, four battleships, and eight cruisers of the U.S. fleet units bound 
for Lingayen Gulf make daylight passage of Surigao Strait, where they come 
under attack from Japanese planes. Tanker Cowanesque is damaged by Kamikaze 
also motor minesweeper YMS-53 is damaged by near miss of bomb.  

 
U.S. Navy escort carrier Sargent Bay and destroyer escort Robert F. Keller are 
damaged in collision during mail delivery exercise, Philippine Islands.  

 
U.S. submarine Kingfish, attacking Japanese convoy in the Bonin Islands, sinks 
the Japanese cargo ships Shibazono Maru, Shoto Maru and Yaei Maru north of 
Chichi Jima. 

 
 U.S. submarine Swordfish is ordered to delay carrying out her assigned tasks in 



 1427 

order to keep her clear of the Nansei Shoto Archipelago, consists of islands lying 
in a chain between southern Japan and Formosa, area until scheduled carrier air 
attacks are completed. She is ordered to patrol in another area until further 
notice. Swordfish acknowledges these orders. This will be the last com- 
munication received from her. 

 
British submarine HMS Shakespeare and Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Wa.1 
damage each other in surface gun action east of Nancowry Strait lies between 
Nancowry Island and Camorta Island in the central Nicobar Islands of India. The 
Shakespeare returns to Ceylon, India, under her own power but cannot be repaired 
to return to war duty. 

 
Dutch submarine O-19 conducts a mine laying operation in the Bay of Bantam,  
Jakarta, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese Southwest Area Fleet headquarters in Manila on Luzon considers an 
American invasion of Luzon is certain. Area Army staff officers remaining in the 
Philippine capital has the same view. General Yamashita is notified.  In turn all 
forces throughout Luzon are promptly alerted of a pending invasion. 

 
JANUARY 4 

 General William Slim's British Fourteenth Army makes an unopposed landing on 
the island of Akyab, securing the port and the airfield.  Akyab is completely 
occupied by British troops. 
 
In Burma the 475th American Infantry Division crosses the Shweli River. 
 
AIF 2/1st Field Regiment leaves Australia for Aitape on New Guinea. 
 
Troops of the Filipino121st Infantry Regiment, Philippine Commonwealth Army 
along with local guerrillas forces captured the province of La Union, Northern 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
In the Mariana Islands the Seventh Army Air Force sends Guam-based B-24s to 
pound Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  

  
The Tenth Army Air Force sends B-25s, escorted by P-47s, hits the Namsan 
Airfield in Burma,  P-47s attack the bypass road bridges at Inailong and Bawgyo, 
Burma, bombs troops and supply areas at the Burmese towns of Man Kat, 
Hsenwi, Yi-ku, Se-hai, and near Nawnghkio, to bomb the cable and pontoons 
bridges along the riverbank at Nalang, Burma, hits Japanese near Twinnge, 
Burma, and to attack a truck dispersal area and warehouses at Mogok in Burma.  
 
B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bomb Fort Bayard in Zhanjiang, China, and the 
Samah Bay area on the southern coast of Hainan Island off the South China Sea, 
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B-25s damage a bridge, a warehouse, and destroy two buildings at Kentung, 
Burma, and 21 P-40s on armed reconnaissance hit hard targets of opportunity in 
the Wanling area of Burma. P-51s knocks out a bridge at Huizan in Thailand and 
damage another nearby. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force (FEAF) attack Puerto Princesa Airfield in the 
western island of Palawan, Philippines; B-25s hit a railroad and highways in the 
San Pedro area on Luzon, Philippines. B-25s and P-38s hit Tanamon in the Dutch 
East Indies and Sidate on Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies. Other B-24s 
and B-25s, flying small scale strikes, hit airfields on southern Luzon and 
Mindanao Island in the Philippines, on northeastern Celebes Island, and in the 
Central  Philippine Islands, and bomb shipyards in northern Borneo in the Dutch 
East Indies. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack fuel storage facilities on 
Babelthuap in the Palau Islands. Marine torpedo planes bomb enemy installations 
on Yap.  Other aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing continue neutralizing 
attacks on enemy-held bases in the Marshall Islands. 

 
850 ships, not counting landing craft, leave Leyte Gulf on the eastern edge of the 
Philippine Islands for Luzon, Philippines.  This is to be the largest invasion fleet 
of the Pacific War. 

 
British carrier aircraft attack the oil refineries at Pankalan, Sumatra Island, Dutch 
East Indies. 
 

 Task Force 38 continues operations against Japanese airfields and shipping in the 
 Formosa Island area.  
 

Japanese air attacks continue against Lingayen Gulf-bound forces; a Kamikaze 
crashes escort carrier Ommaney Bay in the northeastern area of the Sulu Sea, 
damaging her beyond repair; destroyer Burns scuttles the Ommaney Bay, but not 
before destroyer Bell is damaged by collision with the escort carrier as the former 
fights fires. South of Mindoro, in the last Kamikaze attack of the Mindoro 
campaign a suicide plane crashes on to the freighter Lewis L. Dyche (carrying 
bombs and fuses), which disintegrates, killing all hands; debris from the 
exploding freighter damages nearby tanker Pecos and minelayer Monadnock; 
small seaplane tender Half Moon is damaged by near-miss of bomb.  

 
 Fais Island is formally occupied.  
 

The Fourth Air Army's 30th, Fighter Group takes off from Clark Field to hit the  
leading units of the American invasion fleet off southwestern Mindoro and  
between the Cuyo Islands and Panay.  
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A Japanese bomber attacks the Tacloban airfield destroying eleven U.S. Navy 
  Ventures. 
 
 Mine sink Japanese army vessel No.15 Horikoshi Maru off northeast shore of 

Mukai Jima.  
 

JANUARY 5 
Approximately twenty-two B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan in 
the Mariana Islands fly a morning and an afternoon raid against Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Islands. Army bombers attack enemy shipping and shore installations on 
Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
  
B-25s from the 10th Army Air Force do considerable damage at the Burmese 
airfields at  Laihka, Aungban, Kunlon, and Mong Long, P-47s damages a bypass 
bridges at Mongmit, Burma, and fighter bombers attack storage areas, tanks and 
trucks, and troop concentrations from Mong Yaw to Longhsu in Burma.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: Four B-24s fly an air coverage mission for a U.S. 
Naval task force on its approach to Suribachi Wan on Paramushiru in the Kuril 
Islands. 
 
B-25s of the FEAF fly a major strike against shore installations along the 
Lingayan Gulf at Luzon in the Philippines, and hit Menado on the northern part of 
Minahasa peninsula on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, B-24s attacks the Miri 
airfield on Borneo, Dutch East IndiesA-20s and fighter bombers bomb airfields on 
Luzon and Mindanao, in the Philippines other fighter bombers and B-24s attack 
the Pombelaa on Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies, Tondano area on the 
northern island part of Celebes.  
 
B-25s from the 14th Army Air Force pound storage buildings at Kengtung, B-25s 
knocks out a bridge at Dara, B-25s bomb Wan Pa-Hsa and Hawng Luk while a 
single B-24 bombs the Cape Saint-Jacques area, P-40s and P-51s hit airfields at 
Hankow and Wuchang, and P-51s and P-38s hit the airfield in the Samah Bay 
area.  
 
B-29s attack Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, as force of cruisers and destroyers shell 
Iwo Jima and Haha Jima and Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
 
Operation GRUBWORM, one of the major air transport achievements of the war, 
is completed after one month of operation.  More than 25,000 Chinese soldiers, 
396 U.S. soldiers, 1,596 animals, 42 jeeps, 48 howitzers, 48 heavy mortars, and 
48 antitank guns have been transported to Chanyi, Kunming, Luliang, and 
Yunnani in China.  

 
 The recently converted carrier Enterprise and the carrier Independence are added 
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  to Halsey’s task force to amend and extend night searches as well as night strike 
  capabilities. 
 

Imperial Army Air tokkotai  (Kamikaze) make their final mass attack of the  
Philippines Campaign against the American Fleet west of Subic Bay, part of 
Luzon Sea on the west coast of the island of Luzon in Zambales, Philippines, 
northwest of Manila Bay.  60 Army special-attack planes inflicted considerable 
damage to the fleet. 

 
Japanese air attacks continue against Allied Lingayen Gulf- bound forces. Of the 
minesweeping group, infantry landing craft (gunboat) LCI(G)-70 is damaged by 
Kamikaze, small seaplane tender Orca and fleet tug Apache are damaged by near-
misses, respectively. Kamikazes attacking the bombardment and escort carrier 
groups succeed in damaging the heavy cruiser Louisville and destroyer Helm, 
escort carriers Manila Bay, and Savo Island, and destroyer escort Stafford. 
Kamikaze also damages the Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Australia and 
destroyer HMAS Arunta. Japanese escort destroyers approach a minesweeping 
group but turn away at approach of destroyer Bennion and Australian frigate 
HMAS Gascoyne and sloop HMAS Warrego; subsequently, carrier planes sink 
the Momi southwest of the entrance to Manila Bay and damage Hinoki and Sugi 
west of Manila Bay.  

  
U.S. Naval task group of three heavy cruisers and six destroyers, together with B-
24s escorted by P-38s jointly pound Japanese shipping and installations on Chichi 
Jima, Haha Jima, in the Bonin Islands and Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. 
Approaching Chichi Jima, Dunlap, Fanning, and Cummings damage landing ship 
T.107; Fanning sinks her. Off Chichi Jima, David W. Taylor is damaged by mine, 
destroyer Fanning by gunfire. Off Iwo Jima, Dunlap, Cummings, Ellet, and Roe 
sink landing ship T.154.  

  
U.S. Navy Task Force 92 of three light cruisers and nine destroyers, shells 
Japanese installations such as airfield and fish canneries at Suribachi Wan, 
Paramushiro, Kuril Islands.  

 
A supply dump and other material are destroyed on Babelthuap in the Palau 
islands by strafing fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing. 

 
Carrier-based aircraft of the United States Pacific Fleet attack aircraft, shipping  
and installations in and around Luzon in the Philippines. 

  
U.S. Navy destroyer escort Edwin A. Howard is damaged in collision with  
destroyer escort Leland E. Thomas off Mindanao, Philippines.  

 
Grounding off Ilin Island of Luzon in the Philippines damages American 
minelayer Monadnock. 
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U.S. submarine Cavalla sinks the Japanese auxiliary netlayers Kanko Maru and 
Shunsen Maru in Java Sea, between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the 
north, Java to the south; Sumatra to the west.  

 
 Destroyer escort Brackett shells Japanese installations on Taroa, Marshall Islands.  
 

PBYs sink the Japanese midget submarine Ha.71 southwest of Chichi Jima, 
Bonin Islands.  

 
 The British take Shwebo in Burma. 
 

Lt. General Shimpei Fukue, commander of the Imperial 102nd Division, tries to 
evacuate Leyte from Baliti in 25 bancas, however the boats are unseaworthy and 
the American blockade off the coast only 35 men reach Tabog on Cebu Island, 
Philippines. 

 
 Filipino guerrillas lead by U.S. Army officers occupy several important locations 
  on Mindoro, Philippines. 
 

JANUARY 6 
Carrier aircraft, Marine and Navy, attack airfields in the Luzon area of the 
Philippines. 

 
United States warships begin preliminary shelling and minesweeping operations 
in Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippines. 

 
 U.S. submarine Besugo on patrol with the submarine Hardhead torpedoes and 

 sinks the 10,000 ton fleet tanker Nichiei Maru near Singapore, Malaya. Coast 
Defense Ship No.17 carries out ineffective countermeasures.  

 
U.S. submarine Sea Robin sinks the fleet tanker Tarakan Maru off Hainan Island 
in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China. 

 
At Luzon Japanese suicide plane attacks the Lingayen Gulf invasion force; 
Kamikazes damage the battleships New Mexico and California, light cruiser 
Columbia, and destroyers Newcomb  (she is also hit by friendly fire) and Richard 
P. Leary, heavy cruiser Louisville, destroyers Allen M. Sumner and O'Brien. U.S. 
Navy destroyer Lowry is damaged by friendly fire. The HMAS Australia is hit on 
her starboard by suicide plane. 

 
Kamikazes attack a minesweeping group, sinking the high-speed minesweeper 
Long and damaging high speed minesweeper Southard, and high speed transport. 
Four enemy aircraft attack destroyer Walke, on detached duty covering the 
minesweeping operations; one crashes the ship's bridge, drenching it with burning  
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gasoline.   
 
American warships, in the Lingayen Gulf of Luzon, shells Japanese coastal 
batteries on Cape Bolinao, Santiago Island, and San Fernando area, Philippine  
Islands.  

 
As a consequence of the Kamikaze attacks, U.S. Navy Task Force 38 shifts its 
focus from Formosa Island to begin operations against Japanese airfields and 
shipping in Luzon area of the Philippines. In South China Sea off northern Luzon, 
U.S. Navy carrier-based planes sink the cargo ship Kyodo Maru and tankers No.1 
Nanko Maru, No.8 Iyasaka Maru, No. 3 Kyoei Maru, No.10 Nanshin Maru, No. 6 
Kyoei Maru, and No.10 Kyoei Maru.   
 
Aircraft of the Fleet Air Wing Two and Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attacks 
Japanese held bases in the Marshall Islands. 

 
B-24s of the FEAF bombs Clark Field on Luzon in the Philippines while B-25s, 
A-20s, and fighter bombers blast bridges and other targets at Calumpit, Plaridel 
and in the nearby southern Luzon  areas, B-24s bomb Nichols Field and 
Nielson airfield on Luzon, A-20s, with P-38 cover, bomb Carolina airfield, and B-
25s and several fighter bombers hit the Mapanget airfield.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: Two B-24s bomb Suribachi Bay Airfield on 
Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands, also hitting buildings and pier areas. 10 B-25s 
fly single air coverage sorties for U.S. Naval task force. 

 
The 14th Army Air Force sends B-24s to bomb the Cap-Saint Jacques area of 
French Indochina.  In China, 40 P-40s, P-51s, and P-47s attack the Hankow-
Wuhan area of China.  
 
In China, 28 Chengtu-based B-29s attack Omura, Kyushu Island Japan, while 13 
others bomb secondary targets at Nanking in China. This is 20th Bomber 
Command's last mission against targets in Japan. 

  
Japanese raiding forces recapture the Mindoro town of Pinamalayan in the 
Philippines. 

 
JANUARY 7 

American battleships, cruisers, and destroyers and carrier planes commence a two-
day attack of targets in the Damortis and San Fabian sectors, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
U.S. Naval bombardment of San Fabian area begins. 
 
U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps aircraft from carriers of the Third Fleet strike 
airfields on Luzon, Philippines; over 100 Japanese aircraft are destroyed. 
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UDT teams begin compiling information on surf and other conditions on the five 
landing beaches in Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 
Japanese air attacks of the First Combined Base Air Force and Fourth Air Army in 
the Lingayen Gulf of the Philippines continue: high-speed minesweeper Hovey is 
sunk by aerial torpedo; high-speed minesweeper Palmer by bombs. Kamikazes 
damage attack transport Callaway and tank landing ship LST-912. 

 
 Navy destroyers Charles Ausburne, Braine, Russell, and Shaw sink the Japanese   

destroyer Hinoki, west-southwest of Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines.  
  
 U.S. submarine Picuda damages the Japanese tanker Munakata Maru northwest 
 of Fukikaku, Formosa Island.  
  
 U.S. submarine Spot sinks the Japanese guard boat No.2 Nichiei Maru in the 

Inland Sea of Japan.  
 
Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing and Fleet Air Wing Two continue 
their neutralizing attacks on enemy-held bases in the Marshall Islands. 
 
The American 7th Amphibious Fleet is attacked by a lone suicide pilot.  The plane 
just misses the cruiser Boise that is carrying General MacArthur.   
 
On a fighter sweep over northern Negros Island in the central Philippines, Major 
McGuine, 5th Army Air Force, America's second top ace with 38 kills, performed 
an extremely dangerous maneuver, performed at only 300 ft in an effort to draw 
an attacker off of his wingman and onto himself.  McGuire's P-38 stalled and 
snap-rolled to an inverted position and nosed down into the ground. He was killed 
on impact. 
 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force, flying out of Saipan in the Mariana Islands, 
bomb airfield on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  During the night 10 B-
24s again pound the airfields. 

 
Approximately five B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs Fort Bayard in 
Zhanjiang, China and attacks shipping in Samah Bay on the southern coast of 
Hainan Island off the South China Sea and attacking Japanese convoy in the South 
China Sea, sinking the stores ship Shinsei Maru in Formosa Strait separating 
Formosa from the mainland of China. 

 
B-25s, A-20s, and P-38s of the FEAF acting as escorts hits a string of airstrips 
from Clark Field to Angeles airfield on Luzon in the Philippines, B-24s bomb 
Nielson Field in southern Manila, Grace Park airfield in the suburbs of northern 
Manila, and Nichols airfield in southern Manila on Luzon, B-25s and a number of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stall_(flight)
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fighter bombers pound bridges in the Plaridel located in the province of Bulacan, 
Luzon in the Philippines and Calumpit in Bulacan, Philippines areas, B-24s raid 
Padada airfield on Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands and Daliao airfield at 
Digos on the southern coast of Mindanao, and B-25s with fighter-bombers hit 
Lembeh Strait off Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies and Langoan airfield on the 
northeastern tip of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
 Admiral Fukudome, commander of the Second Naval Air Fleet (Kamikaze), 
 orders withdraw to Formosa Island east of the Chinese coast. 
 

The Japanese Area Army instructs the 19th Division to assume responsibility for 
the defense of the sector north of a line running through Santiago, Magungunay, 
Mount Bilbil, and Asin on Luzon, Philippines. Its main strength is to be 
concentrated between Naguilian and Baguio, Luzon. 
 
Private First Class Eugene Nielsen, member of the 59th Coast Artillery of the U.S. 
Army, a survivor of the fiery execution of American POWs on the Philippine 
Island of Palawan narrates his story to U.S. Army Intelligence. 

 
JANUARY 8 

American battleships, cruisers, and destroyers and carrier planes commence a two-
day attack of targets in San Fabian and Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

 Suicide aircraft damage the U.S. escort carriers Kitkun Bay and the Kadashan Bay 
 Luzon  area of the Philippines.  Also, HMAS Australia is hit. 
 
 Infantry landing craft (gunboat) LCI(G)-404 is damaged by Japanese suicide 

divers known as Fukuryu or Crouching Dragons in Yoo Passage, Palau Islands, 
Caroline Islands.  

 
Infantry landing craft LCI (G)-404 is damaged by suicide swimmers, Yoo 

 Passage, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands.  
 
During a night patrol PT-220 and PT-223 assaults a freighter in Coron Bay, 
Philippine Islands. 

 
 U.S. submarine Balao sinks the Japanese cargo ship Daigo Maru southwest of 
 Korea.  
 
 Coordinated U.S. submarine attack group, goes after a Japanese convoy off 

northwest coast of Formosa Island. Barb sinks the cargo ships Anyo Maru and 
Shinyo Maru which explodes violently, forcing Barb deep and tearing off her 
deck gratings; and the tanker Sanyo Maru and damages the cargo ship 

 Meiho Maru; Picuda damages the cargo ship Rashin Maru; and Queenfish 
damages the tanker Manju Maru. In the confusion generated by the attack, 
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tanker Hikoshima Maru runs aground in Tungshiao Bay.  
 
 U.S. submarine Piranha damages the auxiliary netlayer No.2 Shinto Maru in the 
 Nansei Shoto, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
 Mine sink Japanese ship No.22 Seikai Maru off Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.  
 
 Cargo ship Malay Maru is damaged by mine, laid by British submarine HMS 
 Stoic, off west coast of Malaya. 
 

Corsairs of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack Japanese installations on 
Babelthuap in the Palau Islands, Caroline Islands. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing fly neutralizing attacks on enemy 
held bases in the Marshall Islands. 

 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft of the United States Pacific Fleet attacks Japanese 
aircraft installations and shipping in and round the islands of Formosa, Ishigaki, 
and Miyako Jima in the Sakishima Group, and Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
26 Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force bomb airfields on Iwo 
Jima, Volcano Islands 

 
In Burma B-25s of the Tenth Army Air Force attack troops and supply areas at 
Nampeng and Mong Long, a number of P-47s and P-38s hit troop concentrations 
and supply areas at the Burmese towns of Tunhunghkam, Mongyu, Hpa-hpun, and 
Man Om, and several P-47s knocks out the bypass bridge at Namhkai, Burma.  

 
A-20s of the FEAF pound railroad yards at Cabanatuan, Luzon, Philippines, 
motor convoys between Cabanatuan and Bongalion, Luzon, and between 
Bongabon and Mojon, Rosales and San Quintin rail installations, bridges at 
Cuyapo, Paniqui, and near Santa Rosa, Luzon. P-47s hit rail yards and truck 
convoy in San Jose area of Luzon. B-24s and A-20s attack airfields at Nichols 
Field in southern Manila on Luzon, and Nielson in southern Manila, Lipa in 
southwestern Luzon, and Calingatan airfield in Batangas, Luzon, Philippines. B-
25s with P-47 cover, bombs Fabrica airfield inland from the northeastern coast of 
Negros in the Philippines, while B-24s bomb Likanan airfield on Mindanao, 
Philippine Islands and oil storage at Matina northeast of Davao City, Mindanao 
Island, Philippines. P-38s attack Manggar airfield on the eastern coast of Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies and Sepinggang airfield on the southeast coast of Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies. 

 
 The Japanese remove 1,000 Australian and British POWs from the island of Java 

to Singapore in Malaya. 
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On Leyte the Imperial Thirty-fifth Army completes a plan covering the proposed 
evacuation of the island.  The carrying out of this order is subject to the 
availability of transportation and the progress of the assembly of units in the 
Canguipot area. 
 
Major General Rikichi Tsukada, commander of the Imperial 1st Airborne Raiding  
Group, lands at Clark Field on Luzon in the Philippines from Japan with his 
headquarters. 
 
Admiral Fukudome begins sending aircraft to Formosa to save them for another 
fight. 
 
In the Philippines, the ground raiding detachment organized by the 8th Division to 
go to Mindoro in the Philippines for attacks on American airfields under 
construction, encountered an American force advancing up Mindoro's east coast 
and are forced to sail back to Calapan, Mindoro, Philippines. 
 
Philippine Commonwealth Army troops and men of the Philippine Constabulary 
along with the United States Armed Forces in the Philippines-Northern Luzon, 
USAFIP-NL, military units enter the province of Ilocos Sur and attack Japanese 
troops in Northern Luzon of the Philippines.  

  
JANUARY 9 

 Two Corps of U.S. 6th Army, 67,000 troops, go ashore on the beaches of 
 Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, after an hour pre-assault bombardment meanwhile a 
 reconnaissance party lands on the island of Pandon.  General Swift's I Corps, 43rd 

and 6th Infantry Divisions lands near San Fabian.  General Griswold's XIV 
Corps, 37th and 40th Divisions, land near Lingayen Village.   

 
24 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force, based on Saipan in the Mariana Islands, 
hits airfield on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  
 
In Burma the 10th Army Air Force uses eight P-47s to attack Japanese division 
headquarters at Ho-na while four others support ground forces in the Si-U area; 
over 90 fighter-bombers go after supply areas, tanks, AA positions, and troop 
concentrations at or near the Burmese towns of Man Kat, Tonghsim, Kong-lin, 
Bawdwin, Mong Tat, and Hsenwi.  

 
For the first time the Eleventh Army Air Force uses radar-aimed bombs with the 
H2X equipment as four B-24s hit Suribachi Bay airfield on Paramushiru Island in 
the Kuril Islands. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Six B-25s bomb railroad targets, a road bridge, and 
several building northeast of Thanh Moi, French Indochina. 25 P-40s, P-38s, and 
P-51s go after targets of opportunity around Wanling, Burma. Eight P-51s attack 
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the railroad repair shops at Sinsiang, China while three P-40s hit a road west of 
Muse, Burma. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines, B-24s of the FEAF bomb Mabalacat city in the 
northern part of the province of Pampanga, Luzon, Philippines while B-25s, A-
20s, and fighter bombers destroy several bridges and numerous vehicles and trains 
throughout the island, and bomb several airfields, and B-24s also hit Nielson 
airfield and Nichols Field, Luzon. Other FEAF aircraft make attacks on barges, 
airfields, and targets of opportunity on Mindanao Island in the Philippines and 
Halmahera Island in the Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies, Ceram in the 
Moluccas Islands, Northern Borneo, and on Timor Island in the Dutch East Indies 

 
XXI Bomber Command first use of chaff called rope, strips of 400-foot long  
aluminum foil, to produce false images on radar. 
 
39 B-29s from Chengtu in China bombs the harbor at Kirun. This raid against 
Formosa is in conjunction with the invasion of Luzon. Six B-29s bomb targets 
along the Chinese coast. 72 Mariana Islands-based B-29s target the Musashino 
aircraft plant near Tokyo. Strong winds break up the formations so that only 18 B-
29s can bomb the primary target; 34 hit alternates and targets of opportunity. 

 
Corsairs of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack enemy installations on 
Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands.  Fighters also 
carried out neutralizing attacks on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands. 

 
 Friendly fire damages the U.S. Navy battleship Colorado. 
 

The U.S.N. battleship Mississippi, light cruiser Columbia, HMAS Australia and 
the destroyer escort Hodges are damaged by suicide aircraft in Lingayen Gulf, 
Luzon, Philippines. 

 
Japanese air assault damage the transport War Hawk and tank landing ships LST-
925 and LST-1028. 

  
U.S. Navy Task Force 38 supports the landings at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, 
Philippines with attacks on Japanese airfields and shipping n Formosa, Ryukyu 
Islands, and Pescadores Islands areas.  

 
 Japanese tanker Hikoshima Maru sinks as the result of damage inflicted by 
 submarine Barb and beaching the previous day.  
 

Dutch submarine HNMS O-19 sinks the gunboat No.1 Shinko Maru off Tandjung 
Puting, Borneo, Banten Bay, Dutch East Indies. The O-19 is heavily damaged by 
depth charges and is forced to abandon her patrol. 
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British submarine HMS Porpoise lays a minefield off Penang Island northwest 
coast of Peninsular Malaysia by the Strait of Malacca.. 

  
Japanese Army12th Surface Raiding Regiment, based at Port Sual of the lower 
southwest area of Lingayen Gulf, Luzon Island, starts using eighteen foot plywood 
suicide boats, Renraku-tei or "liaison boat," with two 120-kilogram depth charges 
to attack the American Fleet in Lingayen Gulf, however with little success. 
 
Admiral Ohnishi and his staff leave Luzon in the Philippine Islands for Formosa 
to help organize another Kamikaze air fleet. 

 
 British launch an offensive toward Mandalay in Burma. 
 

JANUARY 10 
 General Yamashita launches a counterattack against U.S. Forces at Lingayen  
 Gulf, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

Japanese use Shinyo suicide boats loaded with approximately 500 pounds of  
dynamite.  These assault demolition boats sink the Infantry Landing Craft 
(Mortar) LCI (M)-974 and Infantry Landing Craft (Gunboat) LCI(G)-365, and 
damaging the destroyers Robinson and Philip, transport War Hawk and Tank 
Landing Ship LST-610 in Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippines.  
 
Japanese air attacks against the U.S. fleet in Lingayen Gulf continue, damaging 
the U.S. Navy destroyer Wickes; Kamikazes damage destroyer escort Leray 
Wilson and attack transport Dupage, U.S.N.  
 
Torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack air installations on Yap 
Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands.  Fighters bombed boat facilities on Nauru. 
 
U.S. Marine Fighter Squadrons 124 and 213 on board the carrier Essex sailing 
with the Third Fleet to attack targets along the coast of French Indochina, Hong 
Kong Island of China, and Formosa. 
 
U.S. Marine fighters fly over targets in the Palau Islands attacking barges at Koror, an 
ammunition dump on Babelthuap Island, and other targets of opportunity on Urukthapel 
Island as well as make neutralizing attacks on enemy bases in the Marshall Islands. 
 
Off west coast of Luzon, U.S. Navy high speed transport Clemson and battleship 

 Pennsylvania are damaged in a collision. Clemson is also accidentally rammed, 
the  same day, by attack transport Latimer; tanker Guadalupe is damaged in collision 
 with Nantahala; tank-landing ship LST-567 is damaged in collision with LST-610.  
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U.S. submarine Puffer sinks the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.42 and 
damages Coast Defense Vessel No.30 in the East China Sea, off East China coast, 
Japanese Island of Kyushu to the north, and Formosa Island to the south.  
 
In the Mariana Islands 30 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force operating 
in two separate formations, bombs the airfields on Iwo Jima, Volcano island 
chain.  Two B-24sflying a armed reconnaissance attack the airfield on Woleai 
Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

 
Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs airfield facilities near Kurabu 
Saki at the southern end of Paramushiru Island in the Kuril Islands. 

 
Two B-24s from the 14th Army Air Force bombs the Cape-Saint-Jacques area of 
French Indochina. In Burma, over 50 P-51s, P-40s, and P-38s hit various targets 
of opportunity throughout the Wanling area and six P-40s attack targets of 
opportunity in the Muse area of Burma.  

 
B-24s from the FEAF bombs Grace Park airfield and warehouse area of Manila on 
Luzon in the Philippines, A-20s and fighter-bombers pound trucks, trains, railroad 
yards, railroads, and highways over wide areas of northern and southern Luzon, 
and bombs the Vigan airfield located on the western coast of Luzon Island, 
Philippine Islands and Laoag airfield southwest Luzon in the Philippines. About 
60 P-40s bombs and strafes the Galela area on Halmahera Island, Moluccas 
Islands, Dutch East Indies, and B-25s and P-38s hit the Kendari airfield, Celebes 
Island, Dutch East Indies.  
 
British submarine HMS Strongbow sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off 
the  
Malakka Strait, between the islands of Borneo and Sulawesi in the Dutch East 
Indies. 
 

 Gangaw is taken by the British XXXIII Corps, Burma. 
 

In the Arakan of Burma, troops of the British 2nd Division and Indian19th 
Division capture Shwebo in the Arakan. 
 
The Indian 20th Division takes Budalin in Burma. 
 
British Commando troops make a landing near Myebon on the mainland between 
Akyab and Ramree, Burma. 
 
Aircraft of the British Air Force bombs Japanese positions at Gangaw, Burma. 

 
JANUARY 11 

 United States carrier-based planes destroy ten transports of a Japanese convoy off  
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French Indochina. 
 
 Off Luzon, high-speed transport Belknap is damaged by Kamikaze; LST-270 and 
 LST-918 are damaged by shore battery; and tank landing ship LST-700 is 
 damaged by friendly fire.  
 
 American destroyer sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Wa.10, south of   

Vigan located on the western coast of Luzon Island, Philippine Islands.  
 

Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy a building and supply dumps 
on Babelthuap Island and bombs defenses on Urukthapel Island  in the Palau 
Islands. 

 
 Japanese auxiliary minesweeper No.56 Banshu Maru and auxiliary submarine 
 submarine chaser Hakuyo Maru are scuttled as blockships at south entrance of 
 Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines.  
 

During hunter-killer operations near Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands, destroyer 
Evans and destroyer escort McCoy Reynolds shells Japanese defenses.  

 
U.S.N. destroyer escort Brackett extracts party of Marshallese scouts from Jaluit, 
Atoll, Marshall Islands, where they were placed ashore on January 9th to 
determine the condition of the Japanese garrison there.  

 
U.S. submarine Spearfish sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun off the  
Bonin Islands. 

 
 Japanese submarines commence Operation KONGO, employing suicide Kaitens; I 
 -36 launches Kaitens that damage the ammunition ship Mazama and LCI-600 at 
 Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands.  
 

Marine casualty in Osaka Bay in western Japan, Japanese cargo ship Kinsei Maru 
sinks.  
 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force take off from Saipan in the Mariana Islands to 
hit airfields on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands. 

 
 The Tenth Army Air Force sends 12 B-24s to bombs the storage buildings in the 

Lashio area of Burma. Elsewhere in Burma, 12 P-47s assist ground forces in the 
Si-U and Namhkam sectors. Three others strafe trucks between Namhkam and 
Selan; troop concentrations, trucks, artillery pieces, supply areas, and general 
enemy movement are attacked by over 80 fighter-bombers 
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B-24s from the 11th Army Air Force fly to Suribachi Wan and bomb near Taro 
Lake, and B-25s strike Kotani Shima.  B-25s strafes and bombs installations on 
Torishima Retto southeast of Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands. 

 
B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force damage a bridge at Wan Mai-Lo, Burma.  12 
fighter-bombers strike targets of opportunity northeast of Wanling in China, seven 
drop napalm on targets of opportunity northeast of Muse, Burma, and 11 attack 
targets of opportunity southeast of Wanting, China and in the eastern end of the 
Wanting River valley of China.  

  
B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bomber from the FEAF attack airfields, 
communication, and town areas in southern Luzon, central Philippines, and on the 
island of Mindanao, Philippines and B-25s and P-38s attack Kendari airfield 
Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies.  The 308th Bomber Wing begins arriving at the 
newly completed airstrip at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

25 B-29s of the XX Air Force out of Calcutta in India bombs two large dry docks 
at Singapore in Malaya. Around 15 others Super Fortresses bombs Penang Island 
off the west coast of the Peninsula of Malaya and Mergui Archipelago, Burma. 

 
General Yamashita places Major General Rikichi Tsukada, commander of the 
Imperial 1st Airborne Raiding Group, is placed in command of all Imperial 
Japanese Army and Navy forces in central and western Luzon, Philippines, 
covering not only Clark Field but most all of Bataan. 

 
U.S. Army 158th RCT goes ashore near Mabilao, Luzon in the Philippines, while 
the U.S. 25th Division lands in the San Fabian area, Lingayen Gulf.  The small 
village of Aguilar and Santa Barbara are occupied by U.S. troops after Filipino 
guerrillas have taken control from the Japanese.   
 
The Americans continued to pour troops and supplies ashore. The U.S. Army 
forces in the Lingayen and San Fabian beachheads join up and gain full control of 
the coastal area extending from just south of Rabon to the mouth of the Agno 
River, west of Lingayen, Luzon. At the same time, advance elements of the 
American left wing forces, supported by armor, are probing the Imperial Japanese 
23rd Division's first line defenses to the east of San Fabian. 
 
On Mindoro Island, Philippines, U.S. Forces take the Mindoro town of 
Pinamalayan back from the Japanese. 

 
JANUARY 12 

American carrier planes attack Japanese shipping at the naval base at Camranh 
Bay, French Indochina, sinking 40 ships including the light cruiser Kashii, 
destroying airfields, and installations southeast French Indochina.  Also outside 
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Saigon, French Indochina, the French cruiser La Motte-Piquet is mistaken for an 
enemy ship and sunk. 

 
 Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit warehouses, defense positions, 

coastal defenses and a dry dock on Babelthuap Island, largest island in the 
Caroline Island group, and Urukthapel in the Palau Islands.  Neutralizing raids 
continue on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands. 
 
Search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs and strafes targets on Wake Island 
in the Central Pacific Ocean. 

 
 

 
Douglas A-26 Invader 

 
During hunter-killer operations near Yap Atoll, Caroline Islands, U.S. N. 
destroyer Evans and destroyer escort McCoy Reynolds shells Japanese defenses.  

 
In the Philippines, off the west coast of Luzon, Kamikazes damages the destroyer 
escorts Richard W. Suesens and Gilligan; attack transport Zeilin; and LST-700; 
suicide pilots target U.S. merchant ships, damaging freighters Elmira Victory 
(friendly fire also accounts for damage to the ship); Edward M. Wescott off the 
west coast of Luzon; Kamikaze plane penetrates two decks of the Liberty ship 
Otis Skinner in the Lingayen Gulf, Luzon; Kyle V. Johnson and David Dudley 
Field at Subic Bay. Friendly fire accounts for damage to high speed transport 
Sands and tank landing ships LST-710 and LST-778.  
 
Japanese submarine I-36 launches his four Kaitens into Ulithi Lagoon, Ulithi 
Atoll, Caroline Islands. A U.S. Navy patrol plane spots a Kaitens submarine in the 
lagoon and drops four depth charges and sinks it.   

 
Operation KONGO continues; submarine I-47 launches Kaitens that damage the 
U.S. freighter Pontus H. Ross off Hollandia, New Guinea. Efforts by submarines 
I-53 at Kossol Roads, Palau Islands; I-56 at Manus Island in the Admiralties; and 
by I-58 at Apra Harbor, Guam in the Mariana islands, are not unsuccessful.  

 
In Burma, Indian troops capture a bridgehead over the Irrawaddy River north of 
Mandalay at Kyaukmyaung and Thabeikkyin. 
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No.42 Commando Brigade of the 25th Indian Division makes amphibious 
landings on the south-eastern face of the Myebon Peninsula, Burma.   
 
Japanese troops begin withdrawing from Gangaw, Burma. 
 
In the Philippines on the island of Mindoro guerrillas work with the U.S. Army to 
clear the island of Japanese.   
 
At Calapan City U.S. forces assault the main body of the Imperial garrison on 
Mindoro Island, Philippine Islands. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippine Islands, the U.S. 40th Division occupies Port Saul. 
 
In the Mariana Islands, Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force bombs the 
airfields at Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, other bombers from Saipan in the Mariana 
Islands bombs Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima 
Island.  
 
B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force a damage bridge at Wan Mai-Lo, Burma. 35 
fighter-bombers strike targets of opportunity around Wanting, China and Muse, 
Burma. 

  
The FEAF orders B-24s to bomb the San Jose del Monte area and bivouac areas 
in northern Luzon, Philippine Islands, other B-24s strike Legaspi aerodrome 
located to the east of Albay Gulf, Luzon, Philippines, Batangas airfield in 
southwestern Luzon Island, and the Matina airfield northeast of Davao City, 
Mindanao Island, Philippines, while B-25s bomb the Fabrica warehouses inland 
from the north-eastern coast of Negros Island in the Philippines. 
 
General Tadasu Kataoka and his staff escape and the remaining troops of the First 
Division begin withdrawing from Leyte Island to Cebu Island, Philippines. 

 
First Allied truck convoy starts heading north to China over the Ledo Road 
through Burma 

 
JANUARY 13 

American escort carrier Salamaua is damaged by suicide plane in the Philippine 
area.  This will be the last successful attack in the Philippine Campaign. 
 
U.S. Navy carrier-based aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack targets in Formosa and 
along the China Coast including Amoy, Swatow and Hong Kong. 
 
U.S. Marine B-25s score rocket hits on a small ship in Okimura Ko at Haha Jima 
in the Bonin Islands.  Two Marine PBJ-1H’s, Marine version of the AAF B-25, 
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fly to Kaven Island in Maloelap Atoll, Marshall Islands, North Pacific, to harass 
the Japanese garrison. 
 
Neutralizing raids on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands continue by planes 
of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing. 
 
LST-700 is damaged by a Zeke west of Manila, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Swordfish makes last contact with headquarters but she is never  
seen again. 
 

 Damort is captured by U.S. troops, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
  

Saipan-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force hit Iwo Jima airfield.  Sixty-eight 
tons of bombs are dropped on installations on Truk in the Caroline Islands by B-
24s. 
 
In Burma the 10th Army air Force uses10 fighter-bombers to batter the Aungban 
Airfield while four others support ground forces along the Irrawaddy River at 
Molo; over 20 fighter-bombers strike horses and vehicles at Hsa-ihkao, buildings 
at Man Ping, and troops at Mankang and Man Sang. Other Allied aircraft attacks 
Mandalay, Burma 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: B-25s attack storage buildings at Kengtung in China, 
and others damage a bridge at Hawng Luk, Burma. In China, 31 P-51s, P-38s, and 
P-40s strike targets of opportunity in the Wanting area of China; 16 P-51s attack 
targets of opportunity around the Chinese towns of Shanhsien, Chiatsochen, and 
Chaling. 

  
In the Philippines, B-24s of the FEAF fly over Luzon hitting the Tarlac barracks 
and storage area in Central Luzon, Batangas airfield in southwestern Luzon, and 
troop concentrations at San Juan, bordered by Quezon City on the north and west 
of Manila on Luzon, Del Monte airfield located on Mindanao in the Philippines, 
Muzon in Manila on Luzon Island, and San Vicente on Palawan, Philippines. 

 
Lt. General Muto goes to the Imperial 23rd Division command post east of Sison 
on Luzon in the Philippines transporting an order directing the division to make a 
strong raiding attack against the San Fabian-Alacan sector of the American 
beachhead on Luzon during the night.  The main objective will be to cause 
destruction as much as possible to American equipment, weapons, supplies and 
base installations. 
 
In the Philippines on Luzon Damortis is occupied without a shot being fired. 
 
The command of the 6th U.S. Army is taken over by General Krueger. 
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JANUARY 14 

At night PT-73 and PT-75 delivers supplies to a guerrilla group at Abra de Ilog 
located on Mindoro Island, Philippine Islands.  Later PT-73 is lost by grounding 
in the Philippines and abandoned. 

 
On a night patrol U.S PT boats sinks four barges in Lingayen Gulf of Luzon.   

 
 U.S. submarine Cobia sinks the Japanese minelayer Yurishima off east coast of   

Malaya.  
  

U.S. Army freight supply vessel FS 41 breaks loose from her moorings at 
Amchitka, Alaska, in heavy weather, and demolishes 300 feet of an Army dock. 
 
Neutralizing raids on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands continue by planes 
of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing. 
 
Carrier aircraft of the United States Pacific Fleet attack shipping and other targets 
in Formosa and along the coast of China including Canton, Swatow and Hong 
Kong Island. 
 
Japanese Southern Army transfers the 4th Army from Sumatra Island in the 
Greater Sunds Islands, Dutch East Indies to Thailand. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines the Imperial Japanese 58th Independent Mixed 
Brigade and the 71st and 72nd Infantry Regiments are ordered to organize a small 
hand-picked, "suicide" raiding unit to be armed with automatic weapons.  The 
raiding unit will be back-up by a demolition squad.  A fourth unit is to come from 
a mobile infantry company and medium tank company to be drawn from the 
Shigemi Detachment of the 2nd Armored Division.  The four units are to 
penetrate to the American beachhead perimeter simultaneously from different 
points between 0200 and 0400 January 17. 
 
The Japanese launch a counterattack against British forces along the Irrawaddy 
River in Burma.  
 
B-24s from the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan and from Guam, both in the 
Mariana Islands, bombs the airfields on Moen Island in Truk Lagoon of Truk 
Atoll in the Caroline Islands, Nine P-38s escort the Saipan based bombers.  B-24s 
from Guam hit the airfield on Iwo Jima, Volcano island chain.  B-24s from the 
Mariana Islands fly reconnaissance strikes against Iwo Jima airfields during the 
night. 

 
 The 10th Army Air Force sends B-25s to hit enemy troop concentrations, store 
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areas, and to knock out bridges near Nampawng and Hay-ti in Burma. 26 fighter-
bombers fly support missions to ground forces at Si-U and at Mabein, Burma; 
over 60 fighter-bombers damage supply areas, troop concentrations, and general 
targets of opportunity at or near the Burmese towns of Hsenwi, Se-u, 
Kongnyaung, Kutkai, Mongmit, Manai, and Kawnghka. 

 
B-24s, P-51s, and P-40s from the 14th Army Air Force pound Hankow, China,B-
25s attacks Kengtung, China, and P-47s, P-40s, and P-51s attack the airfields at 
Wuhan and Hankow in China.  P-51s sink the Japanese cargo ship Akatsuki Maru 
in the Yangtze River of China between Wuhu and Kiukiang. 
 
B-25s and P-51s of the FEAF blast the Aparri airfield on Luzon, Philippines, A-
20s hit Clark Field about 40 miles northwest of Manila on Luzon in the 
Philippines, while B-24s hit troop concentrations at Cabanatuan in Central Luzon 
in the Philippines, B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter bombers go after tanks, 
trucks, and other vehicles near Norzagaray town located to the north of Manila, 
Masbate Island in the Philippine Islands, Tartaro in the Central Luzon area, Bulac 
located in the Central Luzon Region in the island of Luzon, Banglos near the east 
coast of Luzon, and San Felipe on the west coast of central Luzon, bombs a bridge 
north of Bocaue located northeast of Manila, hits airfields at Tuguegarao in the 
northern portion of Luzon, Malabang located off the northwest coast of Mindanao 
Island in the Philippines, Batangas in southwestern Luzon Island, and Silay inland 
from Bacolod on Negros Island, Philippines; bombs Cotabato supply area on 
Mindanao island in the Philippines, and attack numerous other targets, and B-25s 
bombs Goeroea area of the Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: 54 B-29s, out of Chengtu, China, bomb the air installations 
at Kagi on Formosa Island while a single B-29 bombs Heito, Formosa Island. 22 
others hit targets at several points, among them Taichu airfield on Formosa and 
Hengyang, China. 40 B-29s from the Mariana Islands bomb the Mitsubishi 
aircraft plant at Nagoya located on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, 
Japan and 23 hit alternates and targets of opportunity in Japan 
 
Japanese submarine I-362, on a supply run to Mereyon Island, 
a small island in an atoll of 22 islets, in the eastern Caroline 
Islands, is attacked by the U.S. Navy destroyer escort Fleming.  
The Fleming uses her hedgehogs to sink the I-362. 
 
Japanese reconnaissance plane is shot down by American aircraft off Tinian 
Island in the Mariana Islands. 
 
In the Philippines on Luzon near the Agno River Bautista is taken by elements of 
the U.S. Army IV Corps. 
 
Indian troops of the British 14th Army establish a front across the Irawaddy River 
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 at Thabeikkyin, Burma.  Soon after crossing the river the Japanese counterattack 
 starting a month long battle. 

 
 The Japanese remove 925 POWs from Formosa by way of a cargo ship to Japan. 
 

 
JANUARY 15 

American carrier planes attack shipping and airfields on Formosa Island off the 
East coast of China and along the China coast area sinking the destroyers 
Hatakaza and Tsuga along with several other craft. 

 
Neutralizing raids on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands continue by planes 
of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing.  Fighters attack installations on Babelthuap 
Island in the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands. 

 
U.S. Navy escort carrier Hoggatt Bay is damaged by accidental explosion of 
bombs as aircraft lands on board as the ship operates off west coast of Luzon, 
Philippine Islands.  

  
 Japanese auxiliary minesweeper No.1 Kyo Maru is sunk by a mine south of 

Penang Island northwest coast of Peninsular Malaya by the Strait of Malacca.  
This mine field was laid by the British submarine HMS Porpoise on January 9, 
1945. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Swanson shells Rota Island, Mariana Islands.  
 
The Philippine Island of Camotes is invaded by U.S. troops. 
 
U.S. Army force moves through the Japanese 23rd Division forward line at 
Manaoag on Luzon, Philippines. 
 
In the area of Rosario and Urdaneta of Luzon, Philippines, American troops meet 
stiff Japanese resistance. 

 
MacArthur launches Operation MIKE VI, a second amphibious assault some 
forty-five miles southwest of Manila, Luzon, Philippines. 

 
B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan in the Mariana Islands hits the 
airfields on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands.  Liberators encountered moderate 
antiaircraft fire while bombing airstrips on Marcus Island in the northwestern 
Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 

 
B-24s of the Tenth Army Air Force bombs troop concentration and supply areas at 
Mong Ngaw in Burma. Six fighter-bombers impairment a bridge at Namhkai, 
Burma; 11 support Allied ground forces along the Irrawaddy River, bombing 
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Mabein in Burma, hitting a cable crossing at Myitson, Burma, and attacking a 
ferry landing on the Nampaw River; troops, supplies, tanks and targets of 
opportunity are attacked at several points in northern Burma including Mong Tat, 
Mong Yok and Mong Pa. 

 
B-26s, supported by 20 P-51s and P-40s, from the 14th Army Air Force attack 
 Hankow, China. Others hit the Wan Pa-Hsa town area of China and 
damage a nearby bridge, attack shipping near Amoy, China, and hit targets in 
Siang-Chiang and Hsiang Valleys and from Hong Kong island to Foochow in 
China.  

 
At a meeting in Myitkyima, Burma, Lieutenant Generals Albert C. Wedemeyer,  
Stratemeyer, Commanding General China Theater, Lieutenant George E. 
Stratemeyer, Commanding General Eastern Air Command, and Lieutenant Daniel 
I. Sultan, Commanding General India-Burma Theater, consent to merge the 10th 
and 14th Army Air Forces with the headquarters in China. 

 
 

B-24s, FEAF, bombs Jesselton airfields on the north coast of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies.  B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers attack objectives on Luzon , in 
the Central Philippine , and on Palawan Island in the Philippines , attacking 
highways, railroads, airfields, and other targets of opportunity together with tanks, 
trucks, and other vehicles. 
 
The last B-29 raid out of China is flown, which is an attack on targets in Formosa 
Island. The 58th Bombardment Wing is then withdrew to bases in Indian and 
eventually redeployed to the Mariana Islands in the Pacific Ocean. 

 
 In China, Japanese forces begin a drive into western Kiangsi Province towards the  
 U.S. airbase at Suichuan. 
 
 In Burma, Chinese 30th Division captures Namhkam. 
 
 Allied troops link up with the Yunnan Army on the old Burma Road in Burma. 
 
 British carrier Vengeance is commissioned. 
  

JANUARY 16 
Aircraft from the U.S. fast carriers of Task Group 38 attack shipping and 
installations at  Hong Kong Island and along the China coast. 

 
 U.S. Navy destroyer Swanson bombards Rota Island in the Mariana Islands.  
 
 The Royal Navy suffers its last submarine sinking.  
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The minelayer HMS Porpoise on patrol in the Malacca Strait, between the Malay 
Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies island of Sumatra, laying mines off Penang 
Island off the west coast of the Peninsula of Malaya, is probably sunk by Japanese 
aircraft. 
 
British submarine HMS Stygian sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun  
south of the Malacca Strait, between the Malay Peninsula and the Dutch East  
Indies island of Sumatra. 

 
Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing, fighters attacks installations on Babelthuap, largest 
island in the Caroline Island group, in the Palau Islands. 

 
Marine Torpedo planes and fighters hits harbor facilities on Yap Atoll in the 
Western Caroline Islands.  Neutralizing raids on enemy-held bases in the Marshall 
Islands.  

 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bomb the 
airfield on Iwo Jima in the Volcano island chain.  

 
 B-25s from the 10th Army Air Force attack troop concentration and supply dump 

at Namtoi, Burma. 22 P-47s bomb the airfields at Anisakan and Nawnghkio in 
Burma. 15 P-47s support Allied ground forces near Yenya-u and south of Shadaw 
in Burma; a troop encampment, supplies areas, towns, vehicles, and other targets 
of opportunity are assaulted by over 40 fighter-bombers. 

 
B-25s and P-40s of the 14th Army Air Force destroy a train near Hankow, China, 
and B-25s blast Wanting, China. Other planes destroy a large number of aircraft 
on the ground around the city of Shanghai located in the Yangtze River Delta in 
East China. Over180 P-51s, P-40s, and P-38s fly an armed reconnaissance over 
vast stretch of China south of the Yangtze River and from the Burma border to the 
South China Sea molesting numerous targets of opportunity. 
 
Aircraft of the FEAF begin softing attacks against Corregidor Island in Manila 
Bay of Luzon in the Philippines.  By the time this operation is completed 3200 
tons of bombs will be dropped making this the heaviest bomb saturation in the 
eastern Pacific. Major strikes are made by B-24s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers 
against Japanese troop concentrations, trains, trucks, and targets of opportunity on 
Luzon in the Philippines. Other B-24s assault airfields in northern Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies, and on Halmahera Island in the Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies. 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers on small raids, armed reconnaissance, and 
harassing strikes go after airfields on Negros Island in the Philippines and 
airfields, communications targets, trains, trucks, and other targets of opportunity 
throughout Luzon. 
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B-29s fly a shakedown mission to bombs the airfield on Pagan Island in the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 
 
B-29s units from the United States begin arriving at North Field located on the 
northeast edge of Guam in the Mariana Island, near Pati Point: Headquarters of 
the 316th Bombardment Wing (Very Heavy), 19th Bombardment Group (Very 
Heavy), and the 28th, 30th and 93d Bombardment Squadrons (Very Heavy) . 
 
Chinese troops of General Daniel Sultan's New First Army capture the Burmese 
town of Namhkam in the north of the country.  
 
American 43rd Army Division makes little progress in their attempt to capture 
Rosario, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
In the Philippine Islands on Luzon U.S. Engineers begin construction of bridges to 
be used to cross the Agno River. 

 
JANUARY 17 

Storm in the Philippine Islands causes damage to the U.S. Navy escort carrier 
Nehenta Bay. 

 
General Douglas MacArthur orders the Sixth Army to increase the speed of their 
drive to capture the city of Manila and Clark Field about 40 miles northwest of 
Manila on Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
Chinese 38th Division along with the U.S. 5332nd Brigade start mopping up 
operations by the side of the Burma road slightly past Myitkyina in Burma. 

 
 British carrier Venerable commissioned. 
 

British submarine HMS Stygian sinks the Japanese cargo ship Nichinan Maru  
with her deck gun off Perak, Malaya. 

 
Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing fighters and torpedo planes attack targets in and 
around Arakabesan, a small island in the Palau Island group. Installations on Yap 
Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands are hit by torpedo planes.  Fighters bomb go 
after installations on Urukthapel Island in the Palau Islands and assault buildings 
and small craft at Merir and Sonsoral Islands southwest of the Palau Islands. 

 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Saipan in the Mariana Islands pound the 
airfields on Iwo Jima in the Volcano chain. Liberators bomb targets on Chichi 
Jima and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands starting fires among installations on both 
islands. Three from Guam in the Mariana Islands fly an armed reconnaissance 
flight, bomb Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima 
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Island; two B-24s, from Guam in the Mariana Islands and Saipan, fly individual 
harassment attacks against the island of Iwo Jima during the night. 

 
B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force destroy a bypass bridges at Ho-hko, Burma. 
Eight planes hit the village of Mansam in Burma; 20 P-47s support Allied ground 
forces along the Irrawaddy River of Burma, attacking targets at the Burmese 
towns of Konkha, Onbaing, and Wabyudaung; troop concentrations and supplies 
are bombed by 75 fighter- bombers at or near the towns of Nawngchio, No-na, 
Man Hpa-yaw, Man Namket, Nanhu, Panghai, Mong Nge, and Ho-Pok.  

  
 The 14th Army Air Force sends B-25s to attack the town area, river shipping, and  

trucks around Ishan, China. B-25s strike a oil dump in the Hsiang Valley of China 
and another blasts troop compound at Chaling in China.  B-25s damages a bridge 
at Phu Lang Thuong, French Indochina.  Over 180 P-40s, P-51s, and P-38s assault 
a large number of targets of opportunity from the Burmese border to Shanghai 
located in the Yangtze River Delta in East China focusing on the Wanling area of 
Burma area and especially on airfields in the Shanghai, Wuchou, and Wuhang 
areas of China.  

   
In the Philippines, B-24s from the FEAF bomb the railroad yards at the city of 
Legaspi in southern Luzon in the Philippines while B-25s pounds roads and 
railways near Manila on Luzon, destroying railroad cars and troop-laden trucks; 
B-24s blast the Daliao area on Mindanao Island and the Talisay airfield on 
northwestern side of Negros Island. B-25s and A-20s continue to fly strikes 
against bridges, shipping, port areas, airfields, trucks, and other targets throughout 
Luzon. 
 
XX Air Force sends B-29s to fly their last raid against a Japanese airfield at 
Shinchiku from their Chinese bases. Headquarters of the 29th Bombardment 
Group (Very Heavy) and the 6th, 43rd and 52nd Bombardment Squadrons (Very 
Heavy) arrive at North Field on Guam from the United States. 

 
General Kenney takes control of all air operations in and over Luzon in the 
Philippine Islands. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tautog sinks the Japanese fast transport T.15 off southern 

Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
 British submarine HMS Stygian sinks the small Japanese cargo vessel Nichinan 
 Maru off Perak in Malaya.  
 
 Japanese cargo ship Minka Maru is sunk by a mine on the Yangtze River, above 

Kiukiang, China.  
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On Luzon in the Philippines two of the four suicide raiding units are able to start 
their penetration into the American lines at the beachhead, the 58th Independent 
Mixed Brigade striking from the north toward Alacan and the 71st Infantry 
working toward San Fabian on Luzon from the southeast.  Both units come close 
to their objectives and are able to destroying some equipment and weapons before 
heavy losses force them to retire. 
 
During a rainstorm on the night of January 17 two barges carrying approximately 
64 Japanese troops land on Peleliu Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, from 
neighboring Japanese-held bases in the Palau Islands. Forty-nine of the attackers 
are killed, two taken prisoners, and the remainder are surrounded by American 
forces. 

 
JANUARY 18 

 Japanese submarine RO-47 is sunk by the U.S. Navy destroyer escort Fleming. 
 

Japanese submarine I-371 delivers aviation gasoline, spares plane parts for a Myrt, 
long range reconnaissance plane, food, and ammunition to Truk Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands. The Myrt is to start flights over Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands. 

 
  LST-219 is damaged by grounding off west coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
  
 LST-752 is damaged in collision off Leyte Island, Philippine Islands.  
 
  LCI(G)-396 is damaged by mine, Palau Islands in the Caroline Islands.  
 

Japanese cargo ship Reizan Maru is sunk by a mine in the upper Yangtze River of 
China.  

 
 The Japanese government orders the military to "concentrate on converting all. 
 armament production to special attack weapons of a few major types" mainly 
 suicide aircraft, suicide submarine, and high-speed attack crafts. 
 

A new Formosan Kamikaze unit, Kamikaze Tobetsu Koekita Nijtakatai, is 
inaugurated at Tainan Airfield, Formosa. 
 
British submarine HMS Shalimar sinks four Japanese junks with her deck gun 
south of the Malacca Strait, between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East 
Indies island of Sumatra. 

 
General Griswold's XIV Corps moves south from the beachhead area with the 
37th and 40th Infantry Divisions to seize Clark Air Field and the port facilities at 
Manila, Luzon, Philippines. 
 



 1453 

On Peleliu Island in the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands located in the 
western Pacific Ocean two Japanese special units are destroyed in their attempt to 
blow up ammunition dumps and surplus aircraft parts. 
 
U.S. Army 6th Division captures Urdaneta, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 
Near Namhpakka in Burma a vicious battle develops between the Japanese 56th 
Division, which is retreating to Lashio, and the American Mars Brigade.  

Marine Corsairs sinks a barge and a launch and hits a bridge on Babelthuap Island 
in the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands located in the western Pacific Ocean. 

U.S. Marine B-25s make rocket attacks on two small convoys north of the Bonin 
Islands scoring hits on a cargo ship and one other vessel.  
 
U.S. Marine Torpedo planes bomb enemy installations on Yap Atoll in the 
western Caroline Islands. 
 
Seventh Army Air Force: In the Mariana Islands, Saipan-based B-24s bombs 
targets on Chichi Jima and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands, damaging the naval base 
and the town of Okimura.  B-24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands pound the 
airfields on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  

  
The 10th Army Air Force sends B-25s to bomb the airfield at Nawnghkio, Burma. 
Over 20 P-47s support Allied ground forces at Si-U and close to Yenya-u and 
Mahlainggon in Burma; troops, supplies, and general targets of opportunity are 
attacked at or near the Burmese  towns of Antawsai, Mong Nak, Namhpakka, 
Mong Yok, Loi-pyek, Kyawnghkam, Pangnok, and in the Namtu vicinity. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: Three B-24s fly an unproductive reconnaissance 
mission to Kurabu Airfield on Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands; one of the B-24s 
force-lands in the Soviet Union while returning to its home base in Alaska.   
 
B-24s from the 14th Army Air Force bombs Hong Kong Island, China.  B-25s 
bomb Ishan and Chinchengchiang, B-25s and along with P-40s strikes shipping in 
the Puchi area of China, B-25s bombs the town of Wanting, China, and hits troop 
compounds at Chaling, China.  B-25s and fighter-bombers attack Phu Lang 
Thuong, French Indochina.  P-40s pounds shipping and the railroad at Hong Kong 
Island, China.  
 
B-25s of the FEAF blast the Cotabato area, Mindanao, Philippines. B-24s hits 
targets in the Miti Island, off the eastern coast of the Halmahera Islands, Dutch 
East Indies, B-25s hits troop concentrations at Bamban in central Luzon, 
Philippines, A-20s strikes warehouses and highway traffic on Bataan Peninsula in 
Manila Bay on Luzon in the Philippine Islands, and P-38s strafe parked airplanes 
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at Tuguegarao in northern Luzon and vehicles at the Mindanao Island areas of 
Enrile, Calarian, and Butigui.  
 

JANUARY 19 
Japanese Imperial General Headquarters turns in to the Emperor a frame work of a 
general policy titled “Outline of Army and Navy Operations” for his endorsement.  
Even at this stage of the war in the Pacific this document covering general policy 
has been a struggle due to inter-service differences and the refusal to see for a 
practical purpose that the war cannot be won.  

 
In China, Japanese troops start occupying bridges and tunnels along the Canton-

 Hankow railroad. 
 

Japanese drive the 43rd Division of the U.S. Army out of their positions near 
Sison, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

 
 In the Philippines on Luzon, Carman is captured. 
 
 Luzon guerrillas send a group of Filipino women into the Japanese airfield at 

Castillejos to wine and dine the soldiers. During the party, another group of 
guerrillas punch holes in gasoline drums, rolled them around the field spreading 
gasoline all over the building, trucks, planes, and anything of military use. They 
then place dynamites throughout the field. Then they turned the airfield into a 
inferno, killing all the Japanese and destroying all the planes. 

 
In Burma at Kantha, located on the Myebon peninsula, is captured by the Indian 
25th Division. 

 
 Chinese 38th Division cuts the road between Namhpakka and Namhkam in 
  Burma. 
 

Seventh Army Air Force: B-24s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands bomb harbor 
installations at Chichi  Jima in the Bonin Islands and Liberators from Guam in the 
Mariana Islands hits the airfields on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. During 
the night, three B-24s from the Mariana Islands on individual snooper strikes 
bomb Iwo Jima.  

 
B-25s of the Tenth Army Air Force bombs troops and supply stores at Na-mon  
and near Hsenwi in Burma. 28 fighter-bombers support Allied ground forces in 
the Si-U and Namhkam area of Burma and along the Irrawaddy River near Yenya-
u, Kyaukpyu, and Myitson of Burma; four bomb a causeway in the lake area at 
Mogok in Burma; troops, supplies, and artillery are hit by over 80 fighter-bombers 
at or near the Burmese towns of Tonghsim, Konghsa, Mankang, Mong Pa, 
Pangkawlong, Saihkao, Man Hio, Man Mao. 
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Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs Kurabu Saki at the southern 
end of Paramushiru Island in the Kuril Islands. 

  
The 14th Army Air Force orders B-25s to bomb Mongyu, Burma, hits shipping 
and the railroad at Song Cau, French Indochina, and hits shipping, railroad targets, 
and a bridge at Do Len in French Indochina. Approximately 115 P-51s, P-40s, and 
P-38s flying an armed reconnaissance over southern China and northern French 
Indochina attack a great variety of targets of opportunity covering especially in the 
Wanting, China area.  

 
B-29s strike Kawasaki factories approximately twelve miles west of Kobe.  These 
factories produce 17% of all combat aircraft and 12% of all aircraft engines. 62 
Superfortresses hit the primary target and nine drop bombs on alternates and 
targets of opportunity. 

 
B-24s and B-25s of the FEAF bomb La Carlota airfield on the northwest edge of 
Negros Island, Philippine Islands and Bacolod airfield on the northwestern coast 
of Negros in the Visayan Islands, Philippines while A-20s attack shipping at 
Salomague Island in the Philippine Islands and Callaguip on the northwester coast 
of Luzon, Philippines. B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers fly seek and find 
missions throughout Luzon, assaulting airfields, vehicles, storage areas, highways, 
and a assortment of other targets. 

  
Neutralizing raids on Japanese held bases in the Marshall Islands are continued by 
planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing. 

 
Ventura search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs and strafes the barracks 
areas and a radio station on Wake Island in the Central Pacific. 

  
U.S. submarine Spot sinks the Japanese cargo ship Usa Maru. 

 
 British submarine HMS Supreme damages the Japanese auxiliary netlayer Agata 
 Maru south of Ross Island in the Andaman Islands off the coast of India.  
 

JANUARY 20 
 U.S. submarine Nautilus delivers supplies to the south coast of Mindanao, 
  Philippine Islands. 
 
 U.S. submarine Spot sinks the Japanese commercial fishing boat Tokiwa Maru. 
 

U.S. submarine Tautog sinks the Japanese torpedo recovery vessel Shuri Maru at 
southern end of Tsushima Strait, eastern channel of the Korean Strait between 
Korea and Japan.  
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 Operation KONGO concludes with Japanese submarine I-48 carrying out an 
 unsuccessful Kaiten attack on U.S. shipping at Ulithi Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 
 
 The Emperor approves a new “Outline of Army and Navy Operations” for a final 
  decisive battle to be conducted on Japanese home islands.  Parts of the Chinese 
  coast from and including Formosa, the Bonin Islands, and Southern Korea are 
  designated as a new outer defense of the Empire.  
 

General Wei's Chinese XI Group Army troops seizes Wanting on the Burmese 
border. 

 
U.S. Navy planes from fast carrier task force attack the airfields and shipping in 
the Formosa and Pescadores Islands, and Sakashima Gunto and Okinawa.  
Forty-three Japanese aircraft are destroyed in aerial combat, 97 are destroyed on 
the ground, and approximately 100 more are damaged in attacks on the airdromes 
at Heito on Formosa Island, Choshu on the Western tip of Honshu Island, Japan, 
Matsuyama on the island of Shikoku in Japan, Eiko, Kuputsua in Formosa, Giran 
city on Formosa Island, Koshum on Formosa Island, and Taien Airdrome, 
Formosa. 

 
Docks and buildings on Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands are bombed and small 
craft at Babelthuap Island are destroyed by planes of Fleet Air Wing One. 

 
Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing aircraft make neutralization raids on islands in the 
Marshall Islands. 

 
Japanese planes counterattacks American task force damaging the carrier  
Ticonderoga and the light carrier Hancock and the destroyer Maddox.  The carrier 
Hancock is damaged by accidental explosion. 
 
On the Ledo road in Burma, Chinese forces have only a few more miles to clear of 
Japanese resistance.  

 
 After sixteen days of driving from Myitkyina, Burma, a truck convoy reaches 
 Kunming, China, over the Burma Road. 
 

In China the Chinese 9th Division occupies Wanting on the Salween front soon 
after the Japanese evacuate. 

 
26th Indian Division sailing from Chittigong in India captures Ramtree Island, 12 
miles from the Burma mainland. 

  
 2nd Battalion of Mars Task Force secures the northern tip of Loi-Kang Ridge in 
 Burma. 
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 On Luzon units of the 37th Division, U.S. Army takes control of Victoria after the 
 Japanese evacuate. 
 
 U.S. Army 43rd Division capture Mount Alava, Luzon. 
  

Franklin D. Roosevelt is inaugurated for a fourth term as President with Truman 
as his Vice President. 

 
 The Seventh Army Air Force sends Guam-based B-24s to bomb airfields on Iwo 

Jima in the Volcano Islands and Liberators from Saipan in the Mariana Islands 
bomb the town of Okimura located on the west central portion of Haha Jima, 
Bonin Islands.  At night ten B-24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands fly separate 
snooper strikes against the Iwo Jima airfields. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, 16 
fighter-bombers support Allied 
ground forces along the Irrawaddy 
River near Mabein, Shadaw, and 
Myitson; eight others attack an 
ammunition dump at Namhkai and a 
supply dump at Kutkai in Burma; 
also strike Japanese troop 
concentrations, supply areas, and 
targets of opportunity at or near the 
Burmese towns of Kyaunghkam, 
Panghung, Kawnglom, Namhsan, 
Loi-kang, and at Hsenwi .  

 
B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force 
hits a bridge and railroad cars near 
Hanoi, French Indochina. P-51s hits 
the airfields near Shanghai located in 
the Yangtze River Delta in East 
China. Over 200 P-40s, P-51s, and 
P-38s on armed reconnaissance fly 
over vast areas of southern China 
and northern French Indochina going 
after bridges, town areas, rail, road 
and river traffic, and other targets of 
opportunity. 

 
B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air 
Force bombs the Kataoka area.  A 
single B-24   bombs Matsuwa and 
Onekotan Islands south of 
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Paramushiru in the Kuril Islands.  Aircraft attack Kataoka Wan on the island of 
Shimushu in the northernmost Kuril Islands. 
 
B-24s, FEAF, attack the Fabrica airfield inland from the northeastern coast of 
Negros in the Philippines and bomb underground storage area at Bamban in 
central Luzon, Philippines. A-20s and B-25s hit the railroads and trains near Bicol 
River and between Calauag and Legaspi located to the east of Albay Gulf, Luzon, 
Philippines. Other A-20s and fighter-bombers hit the Aparri, Luzon to Laoag in 
southwest Luzon, and Tubang airfield at Tarlac City, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
The XX Bomber Command starts withdrawing from China to India before 
continuing operations from the Mariana Islands. 

 
Major General Curtis LeMay succeeds Brigadier General Haywood Hansell as 
Commander of the XXI Bomber command in the Mariana Islands. 
 

JANUARY 21 
On Luzon, the 40th Division of the U.S. Army captures Tarlac. 

 
British 14th Army enters Monywe, Burma. 

 
Indian and British troops of the British 71st Brigade land on the northern tip of  
Ramree Island, Burma.  Japanese resistance is virtually non-existent, although it 
stiffens as the Brigade push farther inland. 
 
General Sultan's forces make contact with Chiang's Yunnan Army. Now the Ledo 
Road can be completed, although by this point in the war its value is uncertain, as 
it will not affect the overall military situation in China. 

 
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force bombs 
airfields on Iwo Jima in the Volcano chain of islands. During the night eight B-
24s, flying separate snooper missions from Saipan in the Mariana Islands to 
damage the airfields on Iwo Jima. 

 
B-25s from the 10th Army Air Force bombs Heho airfield in Burma. 12 P-38s 
bomb the bridge area at Nampawng, Burma; 26 P-47s support Allied ground 
forces near Twinnge, Mahlainggon, and Konkha along the Irrawaddy River of 
Burma, and in the Si-U sector of Burma; Over 50 P-38s and P-47s attack troop 
concentrations, supplies, and targets of opportunity at or near the Burmese towns 
of Me-han, Mogok, Hsenwi, Na-makhkaw, Kutkai, Kunhkan, and Man On.  
 
The 14th Army Air Force sends 30 B-24s to bomb the Hong Kong Island area. B-
24s sinks the Japanese salvage vessel Haruta Maru tied up at Hong Kong. 12 P-
51s hit Nanking Airfield in China and targets of opportunity along the Yangtze 
River to Hankow in China.  30 P-51s and P-40s on armed reconnaissance hit 



 1459 

targets of opportunity at several locations through China; 12 fighter-bombers 
concentrate on the Wanting area of China. 

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force fly a mission to bomb the Marikina airfield 
located along the Pasig River in Marikina to the east of Manila on Luzon in the 
Philippines and hit barracks and coastal defense guns at Calabasan in Central 
Luzon. B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers fly a sweeping pattern in the central 
and southern part of Luzon hitting targets of opportunity.  

  
30 B-29s from the Mariana Islands assault the Moen airfield on Moen Island in 
Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.    
 
A strong force of U.S. carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attacks Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands, southwest of Kyushu Island of Japan.  

 
Suicide aircraft attack the U.S. Third Fleet south of Formosa.  They score hits on 
the carriers Ticonderoga and Langley and the destroyer Maddox. 

 
U.S. carrier planes of Task Force 38 sink the Japanese fleet tankers Eiho Maru 
and Manjo Maru; cargo ships Kuroshio Maru, Enoura  Maru, Asaka Maru, No.2 
Nichiyo Maru and Teifu Maru; tankers Shincho Maru, No.3 Hoei Maru, No.5 
Hoei Maru, and Yamazawa Maru; fishing boat Brunei Maru; cargo vessels Daijo 
Maru and Yayoi Maru; and damage escort destroyers Kashi and Sugi, landing 
ships T.114 and T.143, cargo ship Yulin Maru and water supply vessel Nikko 
Maru off Takao, Formosa; planes from carrier Yorktown and small carrier Cabot 
sinks the tanker Munakata Maru at Keelung on Formosa; aircraft damage the 
destroyer Harukaze off the large port of Mako, Formosa.  
 
Accidental explosion of bombs carried by a TBM damages the carrier Hancock. 
 
U.S. submarine Tautog sinks the Japanese tanker Zuiun Maru. 

  
Japanese cargo ship Shoshin Maru is sunk by gunfire.  

 
Japanese submarine I-48 is damaged west of Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands. 

  
JANUARY 22 

Again Admiral Mitscher's fast carrier task force planes attack Japanese shipping, 
airfields destroying 100 planes, and installations in the Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Japanese submarine chaser Ch 42 is damaged by a mine off Chichi Jima, Bonin 
Islands.   

 
British submarine HMS Spirit sinks the Japanese ship Ryushin Maru in Java Sea. 
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British submarine HMS Stygian sinks three Japanese junks. 

British submarine HMS Trasher sinks four Japanese junks with her deck gun of 
the west coast of Thailand. 

In Burma the Ledo Road is declared open after Chinese troops meet up with 
General Sultan’s  
NCAC troops near Bhamo, Burma, but Japanese activity along the China-
Burmese border slows the flow of convoys. 
 
Advancing Japanese in China succeed in capturing several railroad tunnels and 
bridges along the Canton to Hankow tracks. 
 
Indian 7th Division takes Tilin, Burma. 
 
Monywa, the last river port on the Chindwin River of Burma, falls into the hands 
of the 20th Indian Division. 
 
No 3 Commando Brigade of the 25th Indian Division land on the beaches at 
Daingbon Ghaung, Burma. 
 
The Malacca Government in Malaya announces that they will give a reward of 
$10,000 to anyone who managed to capture downed bomber crews. Reward of 
$1,000 will be given to anyone who can provide useful information lead to the 
capture of the downed crews.  
 
B-24s, escorted by P-38s, bombs the Heito airfield. This is the first major Fifth 
Army Air Force strike on Formosa.  Other B-24s bombs the barracks in the  
Cabaruan Hills and gun positions across Manila Bay of Luzon and hits Fabrica 
airfield inland from the northeastern coast of Negros in the Philippines. 

 
In the Mariana Islands B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam blast the 
airfields at Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, more B-24s flying individual strikes from 
Guam pounds the airfields again during the night. 
 
The 10th Army Air Force Air Jungle Rescue Unit receives a YR-4B Sikorsky 
helicopter for rescue operations in Burma. In Burma, 46 P-47s support Allied 
ground forces near Si-U, Namhkam, and along the Irrawaddy River near Twinnge, 
Bahe, the Nam Mit River, Myitson, and Banwe; 12 others P-47s blast targets of 
opportunity along roads near Kutkai, Hsenwi, Lashio, and Namtu in Burma; troop 
concentrations, fuel and ammunition dumps, vehicles, and general supplies are 
pounded at the Burmese towns of Kin, Padan, Man Lom, Namtu, Hkamtung, 
Kabaing, Nammaw-hpek, Panglaw, and Na-hsang. 
 
In Manila Bay of Luzon Corregidor Island is bombed by American aircraft of the 
Far East Air Force. On Luzon in the Philippines, other FEAF fighters and 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/burma_lashio.html
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bombers fly over Central and Southern Luzon hitting enemy positions, small 
shipping, and highways at several points, and damage a bridge over the Magata 
River. 
 
Nine PBJ-1H’s, U.S. Marine version of the AAF B-25, bombs and strafes 
Japanese 
positions on Wotje Island in the Marshall Islands. 

 
Heavy fighting develops between the Japanese and units of the 43rd Division of 
the U.S. Army on Luzon in the area of Hill 355. 

 
JANUARY 23 

U.S. submarine Barb goes into Namkwan Harbor, China, attacking with her 
torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Taikyo Maru. 

 
U.S. submarine Nautilus unloads supplies on the east coast of Mindanao Island in 
the Philippines. 

 
U.S. submarine Sennet sinks the Japanese guard boat No.7 Kainan Maru in 
Hangchow Bay, China.  

 
U.S. Navy escorts destroyers Corbesier, Conklin, and Raby, off Yap Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands, sinks the submarine I-48.  

 
On a patrol after sunset PT-528 and PT-524 fire their company of torpedoes at a 
cargo ship off Luzon, Philippines.  The bow is blow off and the ship has to be 
beached to prevent sinking. 

 
The Japanese tankers Hozan Maru and the Nikkaku Maru both sink after striking 
mines laid by the British submarine HMS Trenchant in the Straits of Malacca, 
between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies island of Sumatra, on 
September 16, 1944. 

  
Planes of the Second Marine Aircraft Wing destroy two warehouses at Babelthuap 
Island in the Palau Islands in the Caroline Islands located in the western Pacific 
Ocean and damage harbor installations at Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  

 
Surface units of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, aircraft of the 7th Army Air Force as well 
as B-29s, of the Twenty-First Bomber Command, work together in coordinated 
attacks against Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. A sizeable force of 
Liberators drops more than 70 tons of explosives on air installations and shipping, 
starting fires visible 15 to 20 miles away. B-29s dropped 117 tons of bombs on the 
airfield. 
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The Seventh Army Air Force flies a mission of B-24s to bomb Iwo Jima airfields, 
Volcano Islands. At night B-24s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands strike Iwo 
Jima singly at 45-min intervals. 
 
B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force bombs the airfields at Aungban and Hsumhsai 
in Burma. 34 P-47s support Allied ground forces near Namhkam and along the 
Irrawaddy River in the Twinnge and Bahe areas of Burma; 55 P-47s and P-38s hit 
troop concentrations, storage areas and vehicles at or near the Burmese towns of 
Kawngwang, Sati, Kyaukme, Wengnan, Hko-lawng, Lothke, and Panglaw.  

 
B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force strikes the Kakumabetsu cannery and targets on 
Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands. A single B-24 flies a reconnaissance sortie 
along Onnekotan -Matsuwa east coasts line in the Kuril Islands. 

 
During the night B-24s of the FEAF bombs Formosa in force, hitting an 
aluminum  
factory at Takao. At daylight, B-24s bombs Baguio located in the mountains to the 
west of La Union Province, Luzon, Philippines and, along with A-20s, hit the 
island of Corregidor in Manila Bay of Luzon. Also, A-20s attack the Aparri 
airfield on Luzon.  Fighter-bombers hit the bridge at Digdig in North Central 
Luzon and guns emplacements on Grande Island at the mouth of Subic Bay, 
Luzon, a bridge over the Magata River on Luzon, and Camp John Hay located in 
Baguio City, on Luzon Island, the Philippines. B-24s hits the Silay airfield inland 
from Bacolod on Negros Island, Philippines. 

 
B-29s bombs the Mitsubishi Airframe and Engine plant near Nagoya on the 
Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan. 28 hit the primary and 27 hit the 
secondary target, the urban area of the city; nine bomb other alternates and targets 
of opportunity; an estimated 600 Japanese  fighters offer heavy and aggressive 
opposition. 

 
Indian troops of the 20th Division capture Myinmu, Burma.   
 
In Burma units of the XXXIII Corps, have crossed the Irrawaddy River north of 
Mandalay, and are attracting Japanese positions.   
 
U.S. Troops enter San Miguel south of Tarlac after Luzon guerrillas have killed 
the Japanese rear guards left behind. 
 

 U.S. XIV Corps take Bambau on its march to Clark Field, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

40th Division, U.S. Army, capture the town of Bamban and the airfield, Luzon in 
the Philippines. 
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General Griswold's troops reached the outskirts of Clark Field about 40 miles 
northwest of Manila on Luzon in the Philippines.  For the first time they 
run up against a determined Japanese resistance from the relatively weak Kembu 

 Group. 
 

JANUARY 24 
Seventh Army air Force: B-24s, from Guam and Saipan in the Mariana Islands, 
pounds Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain in four separate raids. During the 
night B-24s pound Iwo Jima's airfields. Six  others bombers act as airborne 
spotters for a U.S. Naval bombardment of the island; during five hours period of 
the night 10 B-24s keep up harassment strikes against the island's airfields. 

  
B-25s of the Tenth Army Air Force bombs the Hsumhsai airfield in Burma. 17 P-
47s support Allied ground forces at Padin near Namhkam, and along the 
Irrawaddy River in the Bahe area of Burma; six P-47s take out the Inailong bypass 
bridge, Burma; troop concentrations and supply areas are attacked at the Burmese 
towns of Nawng-ang, Pangsan, Mansak, Konsan, Yaunggwin, Mangkung, 
Nawngngun, Mong Long, Mogok, Namhsan, and in the Mongmit area. 

 
B-25s of the 11th Army Air Force bombs buildings on Torishima in the Kuril 
Islands. In the Aleutian Islands of Alaska, six fighters take off after radar reports 
an unidentified target southeast of the island of Attu; a is balloon located and 
shoot down. 

 
B-24s from the Far East Air Force strike Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of 
Luzon in the Philippines, Cavite on the southern shores of Manila Bay, the 
Canacao Peninsula seaplane base on Sangley Point at Cavite on the southern 
shores of Manila Bay, and Grande Island at the mouth of Subic Bay, Luzon.  
Other fighters and bombers fly sweeps, armed reconnaissance, and light raids 
against a variety of targets all over Luzon including small shipping, airfields, 
defensive positions, storage and town areas, roads, and vehicles. During the night 
B-24s on a snooper mission again hit Takao Airfield on Formosa. 

 
20 of 28 B-29s that took off from the Mariana Islands hit two airfields on Iwo 
Jima. 
 

 U.S. Naval land based aircraft attack Japanese shipping at Keelung, Formosa. 
  

Torpedo planes and fighter of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack enemy 
installations on the island of Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 

 
 The United States Forces abandon airbase at Suichwan, China. 
 

As the Royal British Pacific Fleet transfers from Ceylon in India to Fremantle in 
Australia they stage a successful air strikes from the carriers Illustrious, 
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Indefatigable, Indomitable, and Victorious on the oil installations located around 
Palembang in southern Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
United States salvage ship Extractor is accidentally sunk in the Philippine Sea by 
U.S. submarine Guardfish. Six crew members of the Extractor go down with her. 
The remainder crew members are picked up by the Guardfish and taken to Guam 
in the Mariana Islands. 
 
Preceded in their approach by a barrier patrol of PBYs, Task Group 94.9 
 consisting of battleship Indiana, three heavy cruisers, seven destroyers and 
a light  minelayer, shells Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, together with B-
24s escorted by P-38s. Northeast of Iwo Jima, destroyers Dunlap and Fanning 
sink the transport I-Go Yoneyama  Maru and auxiliary minesweepers Keinan 
Maru and No.7 Showa Maru a small Japanese three-ship convoy that had just 
arrived that morning.  

  
U.S. Navy land-based planes, flying from the Philippines, bombs Japanese 
shipping at Keelung, Formosa, sinking cargo ship Beiju Maru and damaging cargo 
ship Taizatsu Maru.  

  
 Dock landing ship Shadwell is damaged by aerial torpedo, Philippines.  
 
 Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Shunyo Maru is sunk by aircraft off 
 Corregidor Island, Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands.  
  
 U.S. submarine Atule sinks the Japanese cargo ship No.1 Taiman Maru in the 
 central Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula.  
  
 U.S. submarine Blackfin sinks the Japanese destroyer Shigure east of Khota Baru, 
 Malaya and teams with Besugo to damage the tanker Sarawak Maru off east coast 
 of Malay Peninsula. 
 

U.S. Naval surface force bombarded Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands. 
 

British make a sea-borne landing in the Gulf of Bengal, in the northeastern part of 
the Indian Ocean bordered by India and Sri Lanka to the west, to the north Burma, 
on Chedube Island south of Ramree. 

 
The 81st African Division takes Myohaung in Burma. 

 
 In the Philippine Islands on Mindoro, Calapan is captured. 
 
 In China, negotiations between the Chinese Communists and Nationalists resume.  
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The U.S. Army starts the decisive phase of the battle for San Manuel on Luzon in 
the Philippines with a two prong attack from the north and south. 

 
In the Philippines on Luzon the Japanese Area Army sees that any further defense 
of their positions would be impossible and orders the 23rd Division to remove 
their remaining strength to assigned secondary defense positions in the mountains 
southwest of Baguio. 

 
JANUARY 25 

 Tokyo orders the China Expeditionary Force to discontinue its offensive in 
 China's 

 interior and to concentrate of defending the coast and northern China. 
 

Japanese submarine I-371 from Japan delivers 50 tons of supplies to Meleyon 
Island in Woleai Atoll of the Caroline Islands.  Rations on the island are increased 
from 5oz. to 7 oz. 

 
Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs installations on Iwo Jima in the  
Volcano Island chain. During the night 10 more B-24s, flying individual 
harassment assault the island at varied intervals. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, 24 P-47s support Allied ground forces in the 
Namhkam area, near Molo, and near Myitson; Twelve B-25s attack the Heho 
Airfield in Burma; Over 80 fighter-bombers attack troops, supplies, and targets of 
opportunity at or near the Burmese towns of Hsenwi, Loi-weng, Ho hpong, Loi 
Nan, Ting-yet, Mong Tat, Ho-mong, Mong Long, Pangkwai, and in the Kutkai 
area of Burma. 

 
Eleventh Army Air Force Mitchell’s bombs installations on Torishima in the 
Kuril Islands. 

 
P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force hits rail targets and airfields in the Peking area 
of China. 16 P-40s and P-51s strike railroad targets around the Chinese areas of 
Kaifeng, Shihkiachwang, Pengpu, and Chingmen; 42 locomotives are claimed 
destroyed. 

 
B-24s from the FEAF bomb Corregidor Island in Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers fly an armed reconnaissance as 
well as small-scale strikes on vehicles, enemy positions, airfields, ammunition and 
supply dumps, barges, communications, and targets of opportunity in general, 
over wide areas of Luzon Island and Palawan Island, and in the Central Philippine 
Islands. During the night B-24s fly a harassing raid on Takao, Formosa.  

 
B-29s drop 366 mines in the waters approaching Singapore in Malaya and Saigon, 
Camranh Bay, and other French Indochina ports. 
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 American warships along with B-24s and B-29s attack Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. 
 

U.S. Marine aircraft destroy a building and bridge on Urukthapel Island in the 
Palau Islands, sinks a barge near Babelthuap Island, and bombs Sonsoral Island 
southeast of the Palau Islands. 

 
Torpedo planes and fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb enemy 
installations on Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 

 
Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Four makes rocket and machine gun attacks on radio 
and lighthouse installations on Shimushu in the Kuril Islands. 

 
Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm makes their first bombing attack on oil refineries at 
Palembang, Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies using Corsairs and Hellcats, 
Seafire FF.IIIs. 
 
 

 
British Royal Navy Supermarine Seafire “Sea Spitfire” 

 
 U.S. Atule torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Taiman Maru No.1 in the 
 Yellow Sea between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 

U.S. submarine Greenling is damaged by depth charges off Nansei Shoto, 
Archipelago lying in a chain between southern Japan and Formosa, and is forced 
to terminate her patrol.  

  
 U.S. submarine Silversides sinks the Japanese cargo ship Malay Maru south of  
 Kyusyu Island, Japan. 
 

U.S. Navy PT-338 runs aground off Semirara Island in the Philippine Islands near 
Mindoro Island.  The ship is so severely damaged that it has to be destroyed to 
prevent capture. 

 
 In the Arakan area of Burma the 81st East African Division occupies Myohaung. 
 

JANUARY 26 
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Troops of the U.S. 37th Division reaches the edge of Clark Field on Luzon, 
Philippine Islands. 

 
Philippine Commonwealth Army forces and organized guerrilla fighter groups 
win  
the Second Battle of Santa Cruz in the Laguna, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Combined force of U.S. Army, Philippine Commonwealth military, various local 
organized guerrilla, and Hukbalahap Communist guerrilla fighters liberated the 
province of Nueva Ecija in Central Luzon, Philippine Islands.   
 
Neutralizing raids continue by Fleet Air Wing Two aircraft on enemy-held bases 
in the Marshall Islands. 

 
During the night, Marine B-25s swept over the Bonin Islands and Volcano Islands 
attacking a small coastal cargo ships from low altitude. 

 
Fighters and bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing sink a barge near 
Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands. 
 
Harbor installations and shore facilities on Yap Atoll in the western Caroline 
Islands are attacked with bombs and rockets by Marine planes. 

 
At Subic Bay on the west coast of the island of Luzon, American naval base 
before the war, is recaptured without opposition. 

 
Admirals Halsey and McCain goes on shore leave and planning duty, while 
Admirals Spruance and Mitscher returned to sea duty.  The Third Fleet now 
becomes the Fifth Fleet, and Task Force 38 will be known as Task Force 58. 

 
 Royal Marines of the XV Corp go ashore on Chedube Island south of Ramree 
 Island, Burma. 
 
 7th Indian Division takes Pauk, Burma. 
 

Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force attacks air installations Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands.  During night the airfields are again hit by nine B-24s on 
individual harassment missions. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, eight fighter-bombers support Allied ground 
forces in the Namhkam area; Over 140 fighter-bombers attack troops, supplies, 
guns, railroad targets, and targets of opportunity at or near the Burmese towns of 
Tangtong, Panghai, Man Pwe, Kyaunghkam, Mong Pa, Na-lang, Hsenwi, Molo, 
Mong Tat, Humon, Tonghkan, Pangnim, Konghsa, Namtu, Namhsan, and in the 
Nampok area. 
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 The 14th Army Air Force flies a mission with P-51s and P-40s that hits 

the Chenghsien airfield in China and locomotives, tracks, and motor transport at 
Nanking and Sinsiang in China. 
 

 B-24s from the FEAF hits coastal guns on Corregidor and in Balete Pass. B-25s 
 bombs the Cabcaben airfield area and coastal guns at Carabao Island and A-20s 
 attack Grande Island coastal defenses. B-26s bombs Likanan and Sasa. 
 Guam-based B-24s bombs Iwo Jima airfields.  
 

70 B-29s mines the approaches to Singapore Harbor in Malaya and in French 
Indochina at Saigon, Camranh Bay, Pakchan River, Penang Harbor, Koh Si Chang 
Channel, and Phan Rang Bay. 

 
 LCT-1151 is lost in amphibious operations.  
  
 U.S. submarine Tautog sinks the Japanese commercial sail fishing boat No.11 
 Naga Maru with her deck gun.  
 
 Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Hakko Maru is sunk by aircraft off 
 Corregidor Island, Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands.  
 
 Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No.13 Kyo Maru is sunk by mine off Bengeri 
 Point.  
 
 Japanese government orders an end to all military offensive operations in China. 
 

Japanese cargo ship No.1 Tamon Maru is sunk by mine off Gambir Island, French 
 Indochina. 

 
JANUARY 27 

B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force, based at Saipan in the Mariana Islands, bombs 
Iwo Jima in the volcano Island chain. 10 B-24s from Saipan and Guam in the 
Mariana Islands make individual harassment raids during the night on Iwo Jima. 
A single B-24 from Angaur Island, Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands bombs 
Arakabesan Island in the Palau Island group. 

 
Two Japanese cargo ships sailing on the Yangtze River, China, strike mines 
dropped by B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force operating out of India. In China, 22 
P-40s and P-51s damage locomotives, trucks, and shipping at Sinsiang, Kihsien, 
and Nanking, from Taiyuan to Puchou, and east of Yiyang. 

 
B-24s of the FEAF bombs the Canacao seaplane base on Sangley Point at Cavite 
on the southern shores of Manila Bay in Luzon Island, Philippine Islands, Cavite, 
and Grande Island at the mouth of Subic Bay, Luzon while B-25s hits Cabcaben 
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airfield on the east coast of the Bataan Peninsula and airfield at Calingatan on 
Formosa. 

 
22 B-29s based in India bomb the navy yard and arsenal at Saigon, French 
Indochina. One Superfortress bombs a bridge at Bangkok in Thailand with poor 
results.  
 
76 B-29s from the Mariana Islands fly against the Musashiho and Nakajima 
aircraft plants near Tokyo. Clouds and high winds over drop zone area prevent 
bombing of the primary target. 56 planes bomb a secondary target near Tokyo.  

 
U.S. Army engineers complete construction of an airstrip on Mindoro Island in 
the Philippines so that heavy bombers can make attack on other islands in the 
Philippines. 
 
Fighters and bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing, on a raid to Babelthuap  
Island in the Palau Islands, bombs and strafes shore installations. 
 
Harbor installations and shore facilities on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline  
Islands are attacked with bombs and rockets from Marine aircraft. 

 
 Chinese "Y" FORCE crossed the Shweli River and crosses into Burma at 
  Wanting. 
 

In China Chiang Kai-shek prohibits the Americans to hold discussions with the 
Chinese Communists without his express authority. 

 
 Ledo Road into China is cleared when Chinese troops from Burma and Yunnan 
 link up near Mongyu. 
 
 Chinese Yunnan Force marching out of China and meets up with the Chinese 38th 
 Division on the Burma Road.  This breaks the Japanese hold on the Burma Road 
 leading into China.  
 
 Chinese 50th Division captures the tin and silver mines at Namtu, Burma. 
 
 Indian 7th Division occupies the Burmese town of Pauk. 
 
 U.S. reinforcement of the 1st Cavalry and the 32nd Division lands at Lingayen  
 Gulf, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

U.S. Marines leave the Territory of Hawaii for the invasion of Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain. 

 
 PT-338 is damaged by grounding off Semimara Island Luzon, Philippines.  
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U.S. submarine Bergall sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Wa.102 in 
Lombok Strait, connecting the Java Sea to the Indian Ocean, and is located 
between the islands of Bali and Lombok in the Dutch East Indies.  

 
 First U.S. warship named after a Navy woman is the destroyer USS Higbe. 
 

Admiral Raymond A. Spruance and Vice Admiral Marc A. Mitscher assume  
command of the Pacific Fleet's striking force from Admiral Halsey and Vice 
Admiral John McCain 

 
British submarine HMS Shalimar sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun south  
of the Malacca Strait, between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies 
island of Sumatra. 
 
British submarine HMS Trasher sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun off  
the west coast of Thailand. 

 
Japanese cargo ship Ryuzan Maru is sunk by a mine dropped by the AAF off 
Hankow, China.  
 
Cargo ship Hsin Yang Maru is sunk by a mine dropped by a 14th Army Air Force 

 B-24 off Kiukiang, China.  
 

Japanese transport Nagatsu Maru is damaged by mine off Chichi Jima, Bonin 
Islands.  

 
 U.S. Army troops occupy city of Angeles on Luzon, Philippines. 
 

JANUARY 28 
 American carrier Antietam is commissioned at Philadelphia. 
 

On Borneo in the Dutch East Indies, the Japanese realize that the war is on the 
way to being lost so they start force marching Australian and British POW's, in 
three separate marches, from the POW Camp in Tarman Rimba close to the city of 
Sandakan to Ranau in the jungle.  These marches became the second "Death 
March" of the Pacific War, of the 2400 Australian forced on this march POWs 
only six survive. 

 
 U.S. submarine Spadefish attacks a Japanese convoy in the southern Yellow Sea 
 and sinks the escort vessel Kume and transport ex-seaplane carrier Sanuki Maru. 
 

British submarine HMS Trasher sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun off  
the west coast of Thailand. 
 



 1471 

The Burma Road is reopened as the first convoy arrives from India. 
 
Chiang Kai-shek renames the Ledo Road the Stilwell Road after supplies start 

 trickling into China over the road from India. 
 

20 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands and from 
Saipan in the Mariana Islands bomb the airfields on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 
with more than 40 tons of bombs.  Liberators bombs Marcus Island in the 
northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island.  10 B-24s make a night 
single-bomber harassment raids on the airfields on Iwo Jima. Two B-24s from 
Anguar Airfield bomb Arakabesan Island in the Palau Island group. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, 40 fighter-bombers support  Allied ground 
forces southeast of Banwe, east of Molo, south of Molo Ywama, and near 
Namhkam; 80 fighter-bombers strike troop concentrations, supply areas, and 
enemy movement and active areas at or near the Burmese towns of Namsangsok, 
Namlan, Pangmakmo, Wengnan, Kutkai, and Mu-lwat. 
 
In China the 14th Army Air Force uses 23 P-40s and P-51s to hit railway and river 
traffic at Wuhu, Sinyang, and Linfen, in the Sinsiang-Hantan area, between 
Loyang and Sinyang, and along the Pinghan (Hankow-Peking) railroad. 

 
The Far East Air Force sends B-24s, B-25s, A-20s and fighters to make attacks on  
Luzon and Corregidor Island in Manila Bay, Philippines.  Cavite on Luzon and 
other targets between Manila and Subic Bay, including the Laoag airfield on 
Luzon, are also hit. A-20s concentrate on the Aparri to Gattaran area of Luzon 
While fighters and A-20s hit the airfields in the Cagayan Valley and troops, 
trucks, and roads in San Felipe and Talavera areas of Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
Torpedo planes and fighter aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit shore 
and harbor installations on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands. 
 
U.S. Army launched a full-scale attack toward Clark Field and Fort Stotsenburg 
and by night fall captures part of Clark Field, Luzon. 
 
After four days of fighting the U.S. Army attack on San Manuel, northwestern 
Luzon near Lingayen Gulf, Philippines, comes to an end in desperate 
counterattacks by the remnants of the Japanese Shigemi Detachment.   
The attack ends all resistance.  400 Japanese troops and seven tanks retreat to join 
the 10th Reconnaissance Regiment north of San Nicolas on Luzon. 
 
In the Philippines the island of Mindoro is secured.      
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Soldiers of the American 6th Ranger Battalion pull out of Calasio on Luzon to 
rescue 500 POWs from the Cabanatuan prison camp located behind Japanese 
lines. 
 
Captain Ramon Magsaysay of the Zambales guerrillas signals all guerrillas units 
in the area of Zambales on Luzon to immediately execute battle orders, soon after 
explosives through the area go off.   Japanese troops from Olongapo rushed to the 
San Marcelino airfield however fallen trees blocked their way down the highway 
and they are ambushed by the guerrillas. The guerrillas also overran the Japanese 
radio station at San Miguel, San Antonio; killing all the Japanese defenders; and 
cleared the beaches from San Felipe to San Antonio of all Japanese military 
installations. 
 
Japanese submarine I-368 delivers supplies to Marcus Island located in the 
northwest Pacific Ocean. 

 
JANUARY 29 

 In the Philippines, San Narcisco, Luzon, is captured by U.S. troops. 
 

A unit of the U.S. 6th Army goes around the Omuro Detachment at Gonzales on 
Luzon and cut its withdrawal route to Umingan.  This force the detachment to 
destroy most of its mechanized artillery and tanks before withdraw into the hills.  

 

35,000 U.S. troops of the XI Corps, land northwest of Bataan peninsula, Subic 
Bay, near San Antonia on Luzon. Elements of the 38th Division immediately 
dashed inland to take the San Marcelino airstrip.  They encounter no enemy 
opposition as they move rapidly inland to seize all initial objectives.  

In the Philippines a combined force of U.S. soldiers and Zambales guerrillas on 
Luzon mounted an attack against Japanese forces that have dug in the foothills 
east of the Botolan and after a brief fight Botolan is freed from enemy control. 

British 3rd Commando Brigade manages to take the village of Kangaw, Burma. 
 

The Royal British Pacific Fleet stage a successful air strikes from their carriers 
Indefatigable, Indomitable, Illustrious, and Victorious on oil installations around 
Palembang on southern Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s of the 7th AAF bomb Iwo Jima airfields 
in the Volcano Island chain.  At night other Liberators from Saipan in the Mariana 
Islands fly harassment raids on Iwo Jima airfields. Two B-24s from Saipan, on an 
armed reconnaissance flight, bomb Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific 
Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. A single B-24 from Angaur Island in the Palau 
Islands, Caroline Islands bombs Arakabesan Island in the Palau Island group. 
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 B-25s from the 10th Army Air Force knocks out road bridges at Loi-leng and 
Tonglau, Burma, while P-38s and P-47s attack the airfields at Aungban and Heho 
in Burma. Eight Thunderbolts support Allied ground forces near Banwe, Burma; 
70 P-47s and P-38s assault Japanese troop concentrations and supplies areas at or 
near the Burmese towns of Panglong, Tangyan, Wengnan, Homang, Mong Long, 
Namtu, Mongyin, Mong Yang, and Namhsam. 
 
In China planes of the Fourteenth Army Air Force assail the Pailochi Airfield, 
river and road shipping, troops, gun positions, buildings, and other targets of 
opportunity are attacked at or near the Chinese towns of Kweiyi, Hankow, 
Sinyang and Chihkiang, between Hengshan and Siangtan, between Wuhu and 
Anking, north of Hengyang, and east and south of Yutze. 
 
Suichuan, China the air base of the 14th Army Air Force is abandoned and falls to 

 the Japanese. 
 
In the Philippines, B-24s of the FEAF conduct daylight raids on Heito airfield area 
on Formosa Island and on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon while B-25s 
bomb nearby Cabcaben on the east coast of the Bataan Peninsula, Manila Bay. On 
Luzon, fighter-bombers and A-20s attack targets of opportunity from Aparri at the 
northeast tip of Luzon to Echague in the center of Luzon; two P-38s and two B-
25s hit gun positions in the Batangas in southwestern of Luzon and Verde Island 
between the islands of Luzon and Mindoro, Philippines; A-20s support ground 
forces inland from Lingayen beside Lingayen Gulf on the South China Sea side of 
Luzon by hitting the Carranglen road network in north central Luzon; others hit 
Talavera and Carabao on Luzon. 

  
28 of 33 Mariana Islands based B-29s strike at two airfields on Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Islands. 
 
Japanese attack Chinese troops protecting the Burma Road 80 miles from Lashio 
in Burma.  This is the Japanese last effort to block the overland route to China. 

 
Night flying U.S. Marine B-25s hit shipping around the Bonin Islands and 
Volcano Islands. 
 
Fighters and torpedo aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack shore and 
harbor installations on Yap Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
 
Facilities on Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands are attacked by Marine 
Aircraft. 

 
 Landing craft repair ship Amycus and LSM-135 are damaged when accidentally 
 bombed by SBD, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippines.  
  

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/china_hankow.html
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Cargo ship Serpens is sunk by explosion of undetermined origin off Guadalcanal 
Island, Solomon Islands; the blast damages submarine chasers PC-588, SC-1039, 
and SC-1266; motor minesweeper YMS-281; and district patrol craft YP-514. This 
is the largest single disaster suffered by the U.S. Coast Guard in World War II. 

 
U.S. Navy destroyer Cavalier is damaged by a torpedo from the submarine RO-

46.  
 

U.S. Navy destroyer Lardner is damaged when she runs aground off Ngesebus 
Island, Palau Islands.  
 
U.S. Navy PT-523 and PT-524 sinks six barges and a lugger, shoots up another 
lugger, destroys 10 Shinyo suicide boats sitting on the beach as well as setting 
three fuel and one ammunition dumps on fire near San Fernando on Luzon, 
Philippines. 
 
Four Motor Torpedo Patrol Boats escorted by twp P-38 Lightings and two 
Mitchell bombers as they move into Batangas Bay of Luzon.  The boats proceed 
to attack and destroy two luggers, three barges, 24 sailing type ships, and a 
number of Shinyo suicide boats hidden in huts near the beach.  The planes then 
take out shore batteries, damage a pier, several buildings, and start fires in an oil 
dump. 

 
U.S. submarine Picuda attacks a Japanese convoy in Formosa Strait, that 
separating Formosa from the mainland of China, sinking the army cargo ship 
Clyde Maru northwest of Keelung, Formosa.  

 
B-25s sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No.10 Takunan Maru off 

 Chichi  Jima, Bonin Islands. 
 
 Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.47 is damaged by aircraft. 
 

Japanese submarine I-366 departs Yokosuka for Truk Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands, supplies include avgas and spares parts, for the Nakajima C6N1 Saiun 
("Myrt") reconnaissance aircraft.  

 
 

 
Nakajima C6N1 Saiun ("Myrt") reconnaissance aircraft 
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JANUARY 30 
 U.S. Army troops land on Grande Island, Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 

U.S. Army XI Corps lands on the coast of Zambales Province located in the 
Central Luzon. 

 
On Luzon, POW's from the Cabanatuan prison camp safely reach the American 
lines. 

 
 U.S. 1st Cavalry Division is ordered to race to Manila, Luzon.  
 

U.S. Forces overrun Sapangbato and most of Fort Stotsenburg on Luzon. 
 

On Mindoro in the Philippines, organized resistance in the northwester end of the 
island ends and mop up operations in the area is left to guerrilla units.  

 
Seventh Army Air Force: B-24s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands bombs Iwo 
Jima airfield, Volcano Islands, others B-24s bombs the airfield on Woleai, 
Marshall Islands, and B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, 
strikes Koror Island and Arakabesan Island, both in the Palau Islands, Caroline 
Islands.  
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, 65 fighter-bombers support Allied ground 
forces in the Banwe, Yenya-u, Hsenwi, Molo, and Mongmit areas. Five others 
take out a bridge east of Mong Long. Over 100 fighter-bombers attack troops, 
supplies, artillery, and communications targets at several locations including the 
Burmese towns of Kutkai, Bawgyo, Hamn gai, Namhsan, Naleng, Pangsari, 
Hsenwi, and Wengnan. 

 
The 14th Army Air Force sends B-24s to bomb Hankow, China.  Eight P-51s 
strike targets of opportunity in the areas around the Chinese towns of Loyang, 
Yuncheng, and Sinantien. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Army Air Force bomb Cavite on the southern shores of 
Manila Bay in Luzon Island, Philippine Islands, while fighter-bombers flying 
support for ground forces hit Japanese artillery positions and troop concentrations 
northeast of Labayug on Luzon and others attack ammunition dumps north of San 
Isidro, Luzon. 
 
Royal New Zealand Air Force, RNZAF, makes fighter sweeps against Rabaul, 
New Britain. 

 
  After visiting the 37th Division as it advanced south from San Fernando 

towards Calumpit, Luzon, MacArthur sent off a message to Krueger criticizing 
"the noticeable lack of drive and aggressive initiative." 
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U.S. Navy destroyer Burns sinks the Japanese guard boat No.2 Hokoku Maru off 
Ojae, Korea. 

 
 U.S. submarine Blackfish sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun in the South 

 China Sea. The sea takes in an area from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca 
Straits to the Straits to Formosa. 

 
 U.S. submarine Bergall damages the Japanese store ship Arasaki. 
 
 U.S. submarine Threadfin sinks the Japanese cargo ship Issei Maru off southern  

Honshu Island, Japan.  Although the Threadfin has been damaged by depth 
charges from the cargo ship escorts she remains on patrol.  

 
 British submarine HMS Tantalus sinks Japanese fishing boat No.12 Taisei Maru   

in northern approaches to Bangka Strait that separates the island of Sumatra and 
Bangka Island in the Java Sea,. 

 
Japanese chiefs-of-staff of all fleets and naval districts of the Imperial Navy hold a 
conference at the Navy Section of the Imperial General Headquarters to discuss, 
design preliminary plans, and extend the general mission of the "Outline of Army 
and Navy Operations". 

 
 

JANUARY 31 
Two regiments of the 11th Airborne Division (U.S. Army), under the command of 
General Joseph M. Swing, land unopposed at Masugbu, south of the entrance to 
Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines. The paratroopers seized a nearby bridge before 
the surprised Japanese defenders had a chance to demolish it, and then the 
paratroopers turned toward Manila, Luzon. 
 
The Japanese Fourteenth Area Army and the Southwest Area Fleet, conducts a 
reorganization and redeployment of all Imperial Army and Navy ground forces in 
the Manila area.  All of these forces, regardless of composition or service of 
origin, are placed under the unified command of Lt. General Yokoyama. 

 
U.S. troops take possession of the Clark Field complex on Luzon and Camotes 
Island, Philippines, is cleared. 

 
The southern prong of the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division pincer movement for Manila  
is launched from Batangas Peninsula near Nasugbu on Luzon, Philippines. 
 
In Southwestern Luzon, Philippines, U.S. Army troops and men from a local 
guerrilla organization liberate the province of Batangas, Luzon, Philippines. 
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The British 36th Division crosses the Shweli River at Myitson following a battle 
against the Japanese. The 36th Division success threatens the Japanese northern 
approaches to the Mandalay Plain, Burma. 

Japanese troops capture Kukong, Chinese strongpoint on the Hankow railroad, 
China. 

 
Lt. General Yuzo Matsuyama the commander of the Japanese 56th Division's 
begins a retreat after dark from Ho-si close to the old Burma Road. 

 
 In a Russian resort town in the Crimea the Pre-Yalta conference begins. 
 

Avenger Torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy a building 
and bomb harbor installations on Yap Atoll, Caroline Islands.  Corsair fighters 
sink two barges near Babelthuap in the Palau Islands.  Fighters attack harbor 
installations at Yap Atoll. 

 
Coast defenses on Urukthapel Island in the Palau Islands are bombed by Marine 
Aircraft.  

 
During the night, Marine Hellcats bomb Arakabesan, Koror, and Babelthuap in 
the Palau Islands, Caroline Islands. 

 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bombs the 
airfields and AA defenses on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. During the 
night nine B-24s, flying single-bomber harassment strikes, hit the island of Iwo 
Jima. 

 
B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force hits troops and supply areas at Namlan, Burma. 
Over 50 P-47s attack Japanese troops positions and supplies dumps at several 
locations near the Burmese towns of Na-mawtawng, Tawkut, Mong Long, 
Hsipaw, Hsenwi, and Namhpakka. 

 
 B-25s of the Far East Air Force sinks the Japanese escort destroyer Ume and 
 damages the destroyer Shiokaze and escort destroyer Kaede west of Takao, 
 Formosa. 
   
 In Burma the Ledo Road is officially opened. 
 

U.S. Army troops land at Nasugbu, south of the entrance to Manila Bay of Luzon 
in the Philippines in Operation MIKE SIX. 

 
U.S. Navy PT-77 while running away from friendly fire of American destroyer, 
that have mistaken her for a Shinyo suicide boat, runs aground on a reef and has to 
be abandoned.  A few minutes after the crews has left PT-77 takes a hit and is 
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shattered.  PT-79 following close behind the 77 is hit by a shell and explodes.  Of 
30 men and officers on board both PT boats two make shore. 

 
 PC-1129 is attacked and sunk by suicide craft near Nasugbu, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

PT-547 and PT-551 sinks 21 barges and five Shinyo suicide boats.  Then they 
shoot a water tower full of holes at San Fernando, Luzon, Philippines.  

  
 U.S. submarine Boarfish sinks the Japanese cargo ship Enki Maru southeast of 
 Tourane, French Indochina and damages the cargo ship Taietsu Maru, which is 
 run aground.  
  
 U.S. submarine Pargo damages Japanese escort vessel Manju in the South China  
 Sea, off French Indochina. 
 
 U.S. submarine Spadefish unsuccessfully attacks the Japanese cargo ship Nanshin 
 Maru in Yellow Sea west of Chuja Kundo, Korea.  

British submarine HMS Tantalus sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
 South China Sea. 

Japanese small cargo vessel No.4 Kiri Maru is sunk by mine off Cape Tavoy, 
 Burma. 
 
 2,500 Allied POWs are transferred by water from Singapore to Saigon in French  
 Indochina. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

JAPANESE CAPITOL SHIP PRODUCTION 1941-1945 
 TYPE SHIP 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945  
Aircraft Carriers 1 6 4 5 0  
Battleships 1 1 0 0 0  
Cruisers 0 4 3 2 0  
Destroyers 0 10 12 24 17  
Submarines 0 61 37 39 30  
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FEBRUARY 1 
PT-77 and PT-79 are accidentally sunk in the Philippine area by United States 
Naval gunfire. 
 
U.S. submarine Blackfish sinks three Japanese sampans with her deck gun in the 
South China Sea, from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to 
Formosa. 
 
British submarine HMS Spark sinks a Japanese tug and the barge it is pulling with 
her deck gunfire in the Java Sea, between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo 
to the north, Java to the south; Sumatra to the west.  
 
British submarine HMS Tantalus sinks a Japanese tug and the three barges it is 
pulling in the South China Sea. 

 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hits harbor installations at Yap Atoll 
in the Western Caroline Islands. 
 
U.S. Marine Hellcats bomb Arakabesan Island, Koror Island, and Babelthuap 
Island in the Palau Islands, Caroline Islands. 

 
The Japanese submarine RO-115 is sunk by the U.S. destroyers Bell, Jenkins, 
O'Bannon, and the destroyer escort Ulvert M. Moore in the Philippine Islands. 

 
The AAF assigns every available aircraft in the Pacific to attack Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Island chain. 
 
In the Mariana Islands, 21 Saipan-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force hit 
Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, in the afternoon, and 10 more, flying individual 
snooper raids, assault the island during the night. 20 B-24s from Angaur Island, 
Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, bombs Corregidor Island in Manila Bay, Luzon, 
Philippines. 
 
28 fighter-bombers of the 10th Army Air Force support ground forces around 
Hosi and Molo in Burma. 12 B-25s knocks out the Mong Pawn Bridge, Burma. 
Eight P-47s damages the approach to the Pa-mao Bridge of Burma. Eight others 
hit the Hsumhsai airfield located in Burma. 90-plus fighter-bombers hit enemy 
troops, supplies, vehicles, a ferry crossing, and various targets at several Nauchye, 
to Panghtu-lin, Burma.  

  
 B-24s from the Fourteenth Army Air Force attack Japanese shipping off 

the French Indochina coast.  
  

B-24s of the Far East Air Force pounds the Canacao Peninsula located at Cañacao 
on Sangley Point at Cavite on the southern shores of Manila Bay in Luzon Island, 
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Philippine Islands and the Cavite areas. Targets include shipyard, seaplane base, 
communications, and supply. B-25s hits Puerto Princesa located in the western 
island of Palawan, Philippines. B-24s bombs the Okayama airfield on Formosa 
during the night and hits Okayama, Heito airfields, Formosa, and Toko seaplane 
base Formosa, on the second. 
 
67 B-29s of the XXth Air Force bombs the Admiralty Floating Drydock (and 
vessel berthed in it) at Singapore Navy Yard, Malaya. 21 other B-29s bombs the 
West Wall area of the naval base.  21 other B-29s hit alternate targets at Martaban 
in Burma and George Town, Malaya. Other Superfortress hit Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain. 
 
U.S. Army 1st Cavalry Division pushes through La Union Province on Luzon, 
Philippines, and crosses an undestroyed bridge at Cabanatuan in its efforts to 
capture the city of Manila, Luzon. 
 
XIV Corp of the U.S. Army captures Fort Stotsenberg and Clark Field near 
Manila, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 
Elsewhere on Luzon the 11th Division meets heavy resistance from the Japanese 
between Mounts Batulao and Cariliao. 
 
Rear Admiral Iwabuchi, Manila Naval Defense Force commander, has regrouped 
all the forces comprising the garrison of greater Manila into a new organization 
for combat.  Manila is divided into three main operational sectors for the defense 
of the city.  The Northern Force is under Col. Katsuzo Noguchi. He is responsible 
for Intramuros on the south bank and for the entire city north of the Pasig. The 
Central Force is commanded by  Rear Admiral Iwabuchi's who is in command, of 
all metropolitan Manila south of the Pasig River, excluding Intramuros, and 
extending inland as far as Guadalupe.  The Southern Force, under Captian 
Takesue Furuse of the Imperial Navy, his sector includes Nichols Field and Fort 
McKinley and all of the Hagonoy Isthmus.  
 
In China, Japanese troops capture Kukong the last Chinese stronghold on the 
Hankow rail line. 
 

FEBRUARY 2 
Prime Minister Churchill and President Roosevelt meet on Malta, in the 
Mediterranean Sea south of Sicily before proceeding to Yalta by the Black Sea in 
the Crimea. 

 
 British 36th Division is forced to withdraw back over the Shweli River in Burma.  
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The American Army 124th Cavalry attacks what they think to be a Japanese 
battalion entrenched on the high ground near the village of Hpa-pen, Burma, turns 
out to be more heavily defended position. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines, Krueger regroups the XIV Corps and continued 
south toward the capitol city of Manila. 

 
On Leyte, Philippines, the 77th Division is withdrawn to prepare for the invasion 
of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, southwest of Kyushu Island of Japan. 

 
In the Mariana Islands, 20 Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force 
pounds Iwo Jima of the Volcano Island chain. During the night, 10 B-24s, fly 
individual harassment raids, bombing the island's airfields. Four P-47s strafes 
buildings on Pagan Island in the Northern Mariana Islands. 22 B-24s from Angaur 
Island in the Palau Islands bombs Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
Philippines. 
 
The Tenth Army Air Force uses B-25s to hits Japanese troops and supplies at  
Loilem, Burma; other aircraft fly support for Allied ground forces around the 
Burmese towns of  Molo, Hosi, and Mabein; enemy troops, supplies, and vehicles 
are attacked from Panma to Ondon in Burma.  

  
Far East Air Force's B-24s pound Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
Philippines and Cavite. In the Cagayan Valley, on Mindanao Island in the 
Philippines, B-25s attack pillboxes, gun positions, and river barges. A-20s hits the 
Baler Bay in the northeastern part of Luzon Island, Philippines. B-24s hit 
Okayama airfield on Formosa during a dawn raid. 

 
 B-29s drop 450 tons of bombs on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 

U.S. Navy Liberators attack Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 
 U.S. submarine Besugo, attacking a Japanese convoy off Malay Peninsula, sinks 
 the Coast Defense Vessel No.144 off Cape Laguan.  
  
 U.S. submarine Hardhead sinks the Japanese tanker No.19 Nanshin Maru.  
  

U.S. aircraft off Phantiet, French Indochina, sinks Japanese tanker No.3 Kinyu 
Maru.  
 
In French Indochina the relationship between the Japanese and the French 
administration begin deteriorating. 
 
Ecuador announces that a state of war has been in existence with Japan since Dec. 
7, 1941. 
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FEBRUARY 3 

U.S. 1st Cavalry Division reaches the northeast suburbs of Manila, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
American armor crash through the front gates of Santo Tomas 
University on Luzon in an effort to free American POWs held 
at the University. 

 
 U.S.  Army troops capture Malacanan Palace on the Pasig 

River, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
U.S. 511th Parachute Infantry Regiment parachutes on to Tagaytay Ridge, Luzon, 

 Philippines, in three separate drops, all unopposed. 
 
In the Philippines on Luzon, U.S. forces by-passed Munoz in an attempt to cut 
Highway 5 between Munoz and Santo Tomas and to get in behind the Ida 
Detachment that is dug in along with their tanks.  The Americans then start 
heading up the highway toward San Jose. Japanese antitank gun emplacements 
southwest of the Munoz slows the U.S. advance 
 
Chiang Kai-shek of China demands the immediate departure from Burma of all 

 Chinese forces in order that they could be used against the Communists Army in 
 China. 

 
Aichi S1A Denko “Irving” 

 
 Japanese troops occupy Namyung, northern Kwantung Province, China. 
 
 Japanese 40th Division seizes the airfields at Nan Xiong, China. 
 
 Imperial General Headquarters orders all its arm forces to "Crush American 
 attempts to advance air and sea bases toward Okinawa and Formosa." 
 

In the Mariana Islands, Saipan-based B-24s from the Seventh Army Air Force hits 
Chichi Jima harbor installations in the Bonin Islands.  Others hit Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Islands while nine, flying single harassment strikes, pounds Iwo Jima 
during the night. 16 P-38s, part of a force escorting photo airplanes, strafes the 
island in two-waves. 
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12 B-26s of the 10th Army Air Force attacks enemy troops and supplies at 
Loilem, Burma. 27 fighter-bombers support ground forces around Molo, Hosi, 
and Myitson areas of Burma. Over 80 planes hits troops, supplies, town areas, 
tanks, and other targets in or near the Burmese towns of  Kyaung-hen, Mongkyet, 
Hsipaw, Hsenwi, Na-sang, Konghsa, Hkaihsi.  

  
B-24s of the FEAF pound Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon and Canacao 
Peninsula located at Cañacao on Sangley Point at Cavite on the southern shores of 
Manila Bay in Luzon Island, Philippine Islands. Other B-24s hits Aparri at the 
northeast tip of Luzon, Philippine Islands and Tuguegarao in the northern portion 
of Luzon. In the Batangas area in southwestern Luzon Island, Philippines A-20s 
support ground missions. B-24s bombs Cebu City on the island of Cebu in the 
Philippines and surrounding targets. B-26s and P-38s hit the airfields at Matina 
northeast of Davao City, Mindanao Island, Philippines, Daliao located at Digos on 
the southern coast of Mindanao, Philippines, and Padada airfield on Mindanao 
Island, Philippine Islands. 

 
B-29s make a firebombing raid on Kobe on the southern side of the main island of 
Honshu Island, Japan, dropping 159 tons of bombs and incendiaries.  B-29 raid 
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  

 
U.S. Navy search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Four make machine gun and rocket 
attacks on buildings and radio installations at Kurabu Saki on Paramushiru Island 
and at Shimushu Island in the Kuril Islands. 
 
Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack installations on Yap Atoll in 
the Western Caroline Islands and on Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands. 
 
Marine aircraft bombed installations on Rota Island in the Mariana Islands. 

 
 U.S. submarine Sea Robin damages the Japanese transport Suiten Maru off 
 Bawean Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 

British submarine HMS Tantivy on patrol off Panjang Harbor, southern Sumatra 
Island in the Dutch East Indies sinks a Japanese tug and two small Japanese cargo 
ships with her deck gun.  
 
Japanese river gunboat Karatsu the ex-Luzon is scuttled as block ship at Manila 
Bay of Luzon Island of the Philippine Islands.  

  
Imperial Japanese Navy minesweeper W.102, ex-HMS Waglan, is damaged north 
of Haitan Island located in eastern coastal area in Fujian province, China. 

  
 U.S. aircraft off for Takao, Formosa, sinks tanker No.3 Nanryu Maru.  
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FEBRUARY 4 

Yalta Conference begins with the U.S. President, British Prime Minister, and the 
Soviet Premier attending.  The three leaders believing Germany would fall around 
July 1st plan a program to weaken Japan before invading the home island.  As 
reward to Russia for coming into the war against Japan they will receive parts of 
Manchuria, Kuril Islands, and South Sakhalin. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack barges and buildings in the 
Palau Islands. 
 
Japanese naval aircraft in the South China Sea, between Borneo in the Dutch East 
Indies and Palawan Island in the Palau Islands in the Caroline Islands, sinks the 
U.S. submarine Barbel. 
 
Japanese convoy HI-88D make up of six ships leaves Singapore in Malaya with 
rubber, oil, and 2,500 internees, POWs, and Java labors for Saigon in French 
Indochina. 

  
 U.S. submarine Pargo bombards Woody Island east of Tourane, French 
  Indochina, destroying Japanese weather station and radio equipment, 
  administration building, a jetty, and several fishing boats.  
  
 U.S. submarine Spadefish sinks the Japanese cargo ship Tairai Maru in the 
 Yellow Sea off the west coast of Korea.  
 

Vice Admiral Miwa Shigeyoshi orders RO-46, RO-112, and RO-113 to prepare to 
participate in the evacuation of the stranded pilots from the Aparri area on Luzon 
in the Philippines. The submarines are also ordered to land their deck gun 
ammunition and reserve torpedoes at Takao located in southern Formosa in 
advance to the rescue mission.  

 
In the Philippines on Leyte, Admiral Kinkaid moves his headquarters on to shore 
at Tolosa. 
 
The first full convoy from Ledo reaches Kunming, China, by way of the Ledo-
Burma Road. 

 
On Luzon, U.S. 8th Army starts their push into Manila from the south. There are 
20,000 Japanese troops prepared to fight to the end in the city.  Yamashita has not 
ordered his Imperial forces to defend the city. 

 
The 2nd Squadron, U.S. 5th Cavalry is order to seize the Quezon Bridge leading 
to Manila, the only crossing over the Pasig River of Luzon that the Japanese have 
not destroyed. As the squadron approaches the bridge, enemy heavy machine guns 
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opened up from a formidable roadblock thrown up across Quezon Boulevard. The 
Japanese have pounded steel stakes into the pavement, sown the area with mines, 
and lined up old truck bodies across the road. Unable to advance any farther, the 
cavalry withdraws after nightfall. As the Americans pulled back, the Japanese 
blew up the bridge. 

  
The U.S.11th Airborne Division reaches the main Japanese defenses south of the 
Manila on Luzon and can go no further. 
 
General MacArthur announced the imminent recapture of the capital of the 
Philippines, Manila, while his staff plans a victory parade. But the battle for 
Manila has barely begun. 
 
U.S. Army 37th Division fights its way to Bilibid Prison on Luzon, where they 
liberate 1,000 American prisoners and other internees. 

 
U.S. Parachute Infantry launch an attack against the Genko Line south of Manila, 
a fortified belt of reinforced concrete bunkers and pillboxes. 

 
In Manila, Lt. Colonel Charles Brady begins negotiations with Colonel Hayachi 
on the release of 267 hostages held at Santo Tomas University. 
 
The 11th Airborne Division is halted at Nichols Field, Luzon, by firmly 
entrenched units of the Japanese Imperial Naval troops.   
 
Nine B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
bombs AA defenses on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, while 10 hits the town of 
Okimura located on the west central portion of Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands. A 
couple B-24s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands bombs Marcus Island in the 
northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 23 B-24s from Angaur 
Island, Palau Islands, bombs Caballo Island located at the entrance to Manila Bay 
in the Philippines. During the night, eight Guam-based B-24s operate singly, 
pounds the airfields on Iwo Jima.  Liberators bomb storage and barracks areas on 
Haha Jima.  
 
54 P-38s and P-47s from the Tenth Army Air Force destroy or damage bridges at 
or near the Burmese towns of Inailong, Bawgyo, Ho-hko, Hay-ti, Mong Long, and 
Pa-mao. 26 P-47s support ground forces in Myitson and Hosi areas of Burma. 
Troops, supplies, and vehicles are attacked at or near the Burmese towns of Nam 
Yem, Namakhkaw, Mansam, Kong Kang, Nawngsong, Mong Yai, Nalang, and 
Pangmit.   
 
10 P-40s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs hit the airfields and Japanese 
headquarters at Yungning, China, and railroad yards at Sinyang, China.  
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FEAF's B-24s hits Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines 
and Cavite located on the southern shores of Manila Bay in Luzon Island. In 
support of U.S. ground forces B-25s bombs and strafes coastal targets from San 
Felipe to Maloma on Luzon, hits targets around Iba, and drops napalm on San 
Jose del Monte. A-20s bombs the Lipa, southwestern Luzon and east by the South 
China Sea, Philippine Islands, and Calingatan airfields on Formosa. 
 
B-29s make their longest round trip of the war, 3,800 miles, from India to 
Singapore in Malaya back to India.   
 
69 of 110 B-29s from Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands fly a daylight mission 
to Kobe, on the southern side of the main island of Honshu Island, Japan to 
determined if incendiary bomb could be used in a large-scale attack.  30 B-29s 
including 15 hitting Matsusaka, southeast Honshu Island, Japan, bomb last resort 
targets and targets of opportunity.  Another 450 tons of bombs are dropped on Iwo 
Jima, Volcano Islands. 
 
The Japanese 56th Division successfully completed their withdrawal from Ho-si, 
Burma. 
 
The Japanese begin an attack on the British in the Arakan in Burma. 
 
At Kunming in China the first supply convoy to travel from Ledo in Assam 
finishes their trip up the re-opened Burma Road. 
 

FEBRUARY 5 
 Australian troops go ashore on New Britain, further sealing off Rabaul. 
 
 Allied artillery assisted by close support from P-47s, force cessation of all enemy 
 artillery action in the Loi-Kang Ridge area of Burma. 
 

U.S. Army troops of the 1st and 37th Division drive into Manila, Luzon, from the 
north following the withdrawing Japanese as they practice scorched earth policy. 

 
Colonel Hayachi along with his officers and men are escorted by members of the 
5th Cavalry from Santo Tomas University, Luzon, after negotiations are 
completed for the release of 267 Hostages. 

 
 1st Cavalry Division seizes Santo Tomas University and releases about 3,521 
 internees. 
 

38th U.S. Division is absorbed in heavy fighting in Zigzag Pass sector of Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 



 1487 

American 11th Division and the 511th Parachute Regiment have fought their way 
to the Paranaque Bridge in the south of Manila, Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
In Manila Bay the Bataan Peninsula is sealed off by the XI and XIV Corps, U.S. 
Army. 

 
21 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Saipan in the Mariana Islands bombs 
AA  
positions, installations, and bivouac on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
During the night Iwo Jima airfields are attacked by 10 B-24s from Saipan in the 
Mariana Islands flying individual snooper strikes. 
 
35 P-47s from the Tenth Army Air Force help Allied ground forces around the 
towns of Myitson, Hosi, and Molo in Burma. Eight P-38s bomb Mong Long, 
Burma. 60 P-38s and P-47s hits enemy troops and supplies at or near the Burmese 
towns of Kan-loi, Namyang, ManPeng, Pangmakheleng, Kwangteng, Mong Pa, 
and Mansam. B-24s attacks the Kwae Noi Bridge in Burma with a 1,000 pound 
VB-1 AZON with little success. 

  
The Eleventh Army Air Force sends five B-24s to bomb Kataoka Japanese naval 
base on Shimushu Island in northern Japan's Kuril Islands however they are forced 
to drop through overcast.  
 
In China 14 P-51s and P-40s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force attacks 
locomotives and trucks at the Pinghan railroad yards, Hsiang-cheng, and 
Lohochai.  

  
60 B-24s of the FEAF deliver their heaviest attack yet on Corregidor island in 
Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines; support  ground operations in the various Luzon 
battle zones. B-25s on shipping sweep of the east coast claim nine barges and 
luggers sunk and several more damaged. B-24s bombs the Manggar airfield on the 
eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and Sepinggang airfield on the 
southeast coast of Borneo. 

 
 B-29s bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands with 450 tons of explosives. 
 

Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack barges and buildings in the 
Palau Islands. 
 
U.S. Marine torpedo planes destroy a pier and buildings on Yap Atoll in the 
Western Caroline Islands. 
 
Neutralizing attacks on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands continue on by 

 U.S. Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two. 
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Major General George Vasey dies in a Royal Australian Air Force plane accident 
near Cairns, Australia. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Bearss suffers minor damage from ammunition fire while on 
exercises in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska.  

 
 Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.6 is damaged by marine casualty.  
 
 Minesweeper W.29 is damaged by mine off Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands.  
 

The Japanese carrier-battleship Ise, is damaged by a magnetic mine off French 
Indochina in the South China Sea.   

205th Air Group, a Kamikaze Unit, is organized at Taichung, Formosa. 

FEBRUARY 6 
 On Luzon in the Philippines, 4,000 American are released from Manila prison. 
 

On Luzon Highway 5 from the General Luzon Agricultural School to San Jose is 
entirely in American hands. 
 
In the Philippines at Laguna de Bay on Luzon the U.S. Army resumes their 
advance and start attacking the western flank of the Japanese positions south of 
Nichols Field. 
 
The Ida Detachment fighting at Munoz on Luzon, Philippines, has their escape 
route along Highway 8 in the Lupao-San Isidro blocked by the American capture 
of San Jose.  The Detachment attempts to break through the Americans blocking 
the road of retreat by using a diversionary move with what armor still is mobile 
and head up Highway 5 toward San Jose.  The escape is discovered and U.S. 
Army artillery, antitank guns, and automatic weapons fire upon the column with 
deadly accuracy at inflicts heavy casualties and destroyed virtually all mechanized 
artillery tanks, and trucks. Surviving personnel the Ida Detachment destroy what 
equipment remained and retreats off the highway to make their way around San 
Jose toward the advance positions of the Imperial 10th Division. 
 
In the Lupao and San Isidro area of Luzon the Japanese 10th Tank Regiment and 
elements of the 2nd Armored Division decides against a similar break-through 
attempt.  They destroying all tanks and mechanized equipment not already lost to 
the Americans severe attacks, the personnel of these units withdrew northeast 
from Highway 8 to make their way over the hills into the northern bastion. 
 
Japanese Area Army orders the 4th Air Division to organize eight infantry 
companies from the remnants of the 2nd Parachute Group and miscellaneous 
flying personnel still remaining at Echague Isabela, Luzon, Philippines, to be 
designated the Takachiho Unit. 
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Imperial General Headquarters conducted a joint conference between the Army 
and Navy in Tokyo to workout difficulties in the actual overtone of the "Outline 
of Army and Navy Operation" plan.  The most important problem was overcome 
through the designing of a Joint Army-Navy Air Agreement for the first half of 
1945.    
 
During the Imperial General Headquarters joint conference between the Army and  
Navy in Tokyo the Army Section issue a directive called "Outline of Air 
Operations in the East China Sea Area." This plan has detailed directions for the 
carrying out and replenishment of existing air units, reinforcing of air bases, and 
the redeployment of units necessary to bring the required air power into the theater 
by April 1st. This plan designated the Ten-Go Operation Plan, will be the basis for 
all future Army air operations over the East China Sea Area. 
 
Imperial General Headquarters issues orders for the transfer of the operational 
missions of the old district armies to a number of new area Army headquarters.  
New district Army headquarters will be established in each area Army zone to 
assume responsibility for logistics and administrative matters connected with 
internal security and air defenses. 

 
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force hits AA 
defenses, radar, and radio installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
10 more bombs Ototo Jima Island and the town of Omura in the Bonin Islands 
and bombs barracks and other installations at Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. A single 
B-24 from Angaur Island of the Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, bombs Koror 
Island of the Palau Islands, two hits Bulan airfields on the southwestern tip of the 
Bicol peninsula on southeastern Luzon in the Philippines and 19 bombs 
Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon. Eight B-24s from Guam in the 
Mariana Islands fly individual strikes against Iwo Jima airfields during the night. 
 
86 P-47s and P-38s and 25 B-25s fly with the Tenth Army Air Force batter 
Japanese troop, supplies, and AA positions in the Lashio area of Burma Four P-
38s damages approach to the Mong Tong Bridge of Burma.  
 
The Japanese base at Kataoka on Shimushu Island in the Kuril Islands is bombed 
by Eleventh Army Air Force Liberators. 

  
20 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force buffet the Peking airfield in China; other 
aircraft hit several targets, mainly rail and river traffic, at or near the Chinese 
towns of  Tsingpu, Wuhu, Suchow, Hsiangcheng, Ichang, Chingmen, and 
Yungning. Fighter-bombers sink numerous river craft on the Mekong River from 
Wan Mai-Lo to Nguen in China. 
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B-24s from the Far East Air Force bomb Corregidor Island's gun positions. B-25s 
and P-38s hits Echague in the center of Luzon in the Philippines and a Japanese 
camp on Rosario-Baguio road. A-20s attack gun positions and defenses at Nichols 
Field on Luzon and bomb Caballo Island located at the entrance to Manila Bay in 
the Philippines. A-20s attack Fabrica airfield inland from the northeastern coast of 
Negros Island in the Philippines. B-24s and B-25s fly coastal sweeps hitting 
various targets at Divilacan Bay in the Cagayan Valley area of northeastern 
Luzon, Hondagua in Central Luzon, Philippines, and Bicol Peninsula located in 
southeastern Luzon. B-24s and P-38 hit Manggar airfield at Balikpapan, East  
Borneo, Dutch East Indies and Sepinggang airfields on the southeast coast of 
Borneo east of Balikapan. 

 
 Superfortress bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 

Marine B-25s of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs airfield installations and 
destroyed a building on Ponape in the Caroline Islands.  Other Mitchells hits 
shipping in and around the Bonin and Volcano Islands during the night. 

 
Corsair fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy a bridge, set trucks 
afire, and hit defense positions on Babelthuap in the Palau Islands of the Caroline 
Islands. 
 
A pier and bridge on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands are hit by U.S. 
Marine fighters and torpedo planes. Marine fighters bomb enemy installations on 
Rota Island, Mariana Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Pampanito, attacking a Japanese convoy, sinks the tanker Engen  
Maru northeast of Singapore, Malaya.  

 
 U.S. submarine Spadefish sinks the Japanese passenger/cargo ship Shohei Maru 
 off Port Arthur, Korea.  
 
 U.S. freighter Peter Silvester is torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U-
 862 in the Indian Ocean off the southeast coast of Australia.  This attack will be  

the last attack by an enemy submarine in Australian waters and in the Indian 
Ocean  
during World War II. 

 
U.S. Navy PBYs attacks a Japanese convoy in the Sakishima-Okinawa area, 
sinking the small cargo ship No.77 Ume Maru.  

 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun in 
the Malacca Strait, between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies 
island of Sumatra. 
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IJN and the IJA both agree to concentrate all available planes in the home islands 
of Japan along the coast of the East China Sea, and to train pilots in Kamikaze 
techniques. 
 
Aircraft damages Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.12, northwest of Chichi 

 Jima, Bonin Islands.  
 
 Japanese tanker Obi Maru is sunk by a mine laid by B-29 on January 25th in  

Johore Strait that separates the Malayian state of Johor on mainland to the north 
from Singapore to the south.  

 
 Japanese 27th Division overruns Gan Zhou, China. 
 

FEBRUARY 7 
The Japanese submarine RO-55 is sunk by the U.S. Navy destroyer escort 
Thomason, Philippine area. 
 
Japanese submarine I-361 has her deck gun and landing craft fittings removed so 
she can carry five "Kaiten" human-torpedoes. 
 
PT-356 and PT-373 enter Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines for a night 
reconnaissance; these are the first U.S. Naval units to enter that body of water 
since the surrender of Corregidor in 1942.  

 
 U.S. submarine Bergall, attacking a Japanese convoy off the east coast of French 
 Indochina, sinks the Coast Defense Vessel No.53 and damages the tanker Toho 
 Maru near Cam Ranh Bay.  
 
 U.S. submarine Guavina, attacking a Japanese convoy, sinks the tanker Taigyo 
 Maru south of Saigon, French Indochina.  
 
 U.S. submarine Parche sinks the Japanese cargo ship Okinoyama Maru. 
 
 U.S. submarine Ronquil damages the Japanese cargo ship Kuretake Maru. 
 
 British submarine HMS Subtle sinks small Japanese cargo vessel Nanei Maru. 
 

Torpedo aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs shore installations on  
Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands of the western Pacific Ocean. Marine aircraft 
bomb and strafe targets on Ponape in the Caroline Islands.   
 
U.S. Marine planes attacked installations on Babelthuap Island in the Palau 
Islands.  
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Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing fighters strafe targets on Rota Island in the Mariana 
Islands.  

 
Planes of Fleet Air Wing Two continued neutralizing attacks on enemy-held bases 
in the Marshall Islands.  
 
General Krueger, 6th Army, orders operations to take the city of Manila on Luzon 
in the Philippines to be speedup after being pressured by General MacArthur. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines the 37th Division crosses the Pasig River in inflatable 
boats. 
 
Around the Pasig River east of Manila on Luzon the U.S. 1st Cavalry starts  
mopping up operations. 

 
General MacArthur enters Manila. 
 
Japanese 6th Division that has been fighting in the Munoz area of Luzon is 
virtually wiped out as they try to escape. 

 
 Japanese troops take control of the abandon Fourteenth Air Force air base at 
 Kanchow, China. 
 
 Two men suffer minor injuries after handling a Japanese balloon bomb found in a 
 field near Provost, Alberta, Canada.  
 
 Six B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan bombs the town of  

Okimura Town on the island of Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands.  Eight B-24s hits 
AA positions, radio, and radar installations on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, while 
two others bomb the Woleai Atoll airfield, Marshall Islands. From Angaur Island, 
Palau Islands, Caroline Islands. 20 B-24s bombs the Silay airfield inland from 
Bacolod on Negros Island, Philippines and Talisay airfield on northwestern side of 
Negros Island, to the north is Alicante in the Philippines and one bombs the Opon 
airfield on Mactan Island, south of Cebu City, Cebu Island, Philippines.  Nine B-
24s during the night fly snooper raids from Saipan Island in the Mariana Islands, 
bombs Iwo Jima airfields in the Volcano Island chain.    
 

 In Burma 11 B-25s from the Tenth Army Air Force attacks tanks and enemy 
troops at Man Namman. 50 P-47s prepare area cross the Shweli River in the 
Myitson area of Burma for Allied crossing. Approximately 40 P-47s and P-40s 
attack Japanese troops and supply areas at or near the Burmese towns of 
Nawngkalio, Man Li, Hsunkwe, Nawnghkio, Loi Hkam, Panghsapye, Na-lang, 
Wingnang, and Pang Eng Hkye.  

  
11 P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force takes out a bridge at Hengshan in 
China. 34 P-40s hits river, road, and rail traffic from Kweiyi to Hengshan, China, 
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from Chiuchiang to Wuhu, China, from Wan Mai-Lo to Luang Prabang, China, 
from Siaokan southward, in area south of Tsinan, and north of Tehsien, China. A 
couple of fighter-bombers hit the warehouses at Kweihsien, China. 

  
 FEAF: B-24s, with P-38 support hits the Heito airfield on Formosa Island.  A-20s, 

supporting ground operations, attacks hills west of Clark Field on Luzon, 
Philippines. B-25s with P-51 cover flies several sweeps over Formosa. B-24s hits 
Bago and Mandaue on Negros in the Philippine Islands. Other B-24s bombs 
Tawau airfield on Borneo and Miri airfield on the island of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies, Tutong oil refinery pump station and powerhouse, Borneo. 

  
44 B-29s of the XX Air Force bombs Saigon, French Indochina, 19 hit Pnom 
Penh, French Indochina, and two bombs the switching yards at Martaban, Burma. 
In a more successful mission, almost 60 B-29s bombs and causes the collapse of 
most of middle span of Rama VI bridge at Bangkok in Thailand and destroy 
northeast approach.  
 
Superfortress bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 

FEBRUARY 8 
 Paraguay declares war on Japan. 
 

On Luzon in the eastern neighborhoods of Manila the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division 
carries on with their mopping up operations. 

 
The 38th Division, overrun the main Japanese positions at Zig Zag Pass on Luzon, 
Philippines, killing more than 2,400 defenders. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines the U.S. 40th Division takes control of a large 
percentage of McSevney Point after turning back several enemy assaults. 
 
20 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
bombs radar and radio installations and AA defenses on Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Islands, in the afternoon. During the night, 10 fly single plane snooper strikes 
against the island's airfields. 
 
72 P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force support ground forces in the Myitson area of 
Burma. 37 P-47s and P-38s hits enemy troops, supply areas, and ammo dumps 
from Namsaw to Kongnio in Burma, and bombs a village near Pangkawn, Burma.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force Liberators bombs Kataoka on Shimushu in the Kuril 
Islands. 

  
 The Fourteenth Army Air Force sends10 P-51s to eliminate a bridge at 
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Shihtangchung in China and blast the bridge approach to Changsha. Nine other 
planes take out another bridge near Changsha, Burma. Four others hit the railroad 
from Linfen to Yutze to Shihkiachwang in China and bomb the Tsinan Airfield, 
China. 

  
The Far East Air Force's B-24s bombs the town of Mariveles on Bataan Peninsula 
of Luzon in the Philippines; B-25s sinks or damage several small vessels along 
the east coast of Luzon and hits the Legaspi airfield located to the east of Albay 
Gulf, Luzon, Philippines; B-24s bombs the Manggar airfield on Balikpapan, East 
Borneo and Sepinggang airfield on the southeast coast of Borneo east of 
Balikapan. 

  
30 B-29s from the Mariana Islands bombs the Moen Island airfield Number 1 in 
Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. Superfortress bomb Iwo Jima 
in the Volcano Island chain. 

 
Rockets bearing Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Four attack radio and lighthouse 
installations at Kokutan Zaki at the northern tip of Shimushu in the Kuril Islands. 

 
Corsairs of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack targets on Babelthuap in the 
Palau Islands and destroy a bridge on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline islands. 

 
Marine Hellcats and Corsairs bomb and strafe enemy installations on Rota Island 
in the Mariana Islands.  

 
U.S. Navy Task Force 92 comprised of three light cruisers and seven destroyers, 
sorties from Attu, Aleutian Islands of Alaska bound for Matsuwa Island, Kuril 
Islands.  

 
 U.S. submarine Pampanito attacks a Japanese convoy in the Gulf of Siam, sinking 
 the gunboat Eifuku Maru off Cape Camau, French Indochina.  
 

U.S. Navy PT boats attack the Fernando area of Luzon in the Philippines 
devastating several barges, Shinyo suicide boats, warehouses, and trucks. 

 
Japanese landing ship T.143 is run aground and abandoned southeast of the 
Pescadores Islands, an archipelago off the western coast of Formosa in the 
Formosa Strait. 

 
 British 36th Division re-establishes a bridgehead over the Shweli River not far 
 from Myitson, Burma. 
 

FEBRUARY 9 
The U.S. submarine Batfish in the Philippine Islands sinks a Japanese submarine. 
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 Navy aircraft sink the Japanese cargo ship Hekisui Maru off Mako, Formosa. 
 
 PV-1 sinks the small Japanese cargo vessel No.177 Nanshin Maru in the Flores 
 Sea west of Maumere in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies.  
 

Mine damage Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.61 off Cape St. Jacques,  French 
Indochina. 

 
British troops of the XV Corps 26th Indian Division capture Ramree Island off the 
coast of Burma. 

 
Admiral Lord Mountbatten encouraged by progress being made in Burma decides 
to increase planning for Mandalay. 

 
In the Mariana Islands, 22 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam and 
Saipan bombs defensive positions, radar-radio installations, and AA positions on 
Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain. During the night, 11 more B-24s from Saipan 
make separate strikes against the islands airfields and AA defenses. 
 
In Burma 10 B-25s from the Tenth Army Air Force damages a bridge at Tonglau 
and destroy another bridge and damages one at Ke-hsi Mansam; two others batter 
trucks, gun positions, and buildings during road sweep from Hsipaw to Loilem to 
Lashio, Burma. Nine P-47s takes out a bridge at Bawgyo and damages another at 
Inailong, Burma. 22 P-47s helps ground forces around Myitson, Burma. Enemy 
troops, supplies, and communications are attacked at or near the Burmese towns 
of Tangtong, Man Mau, Se-u, Mansam, Panghai, Nalang, and Manhpat by nearly 
40 aircraft.  

  
Fighters of the Fourteenth Army Air Force hits rail bridges in the Kiyang and 
Lukou areas of China, damaging a bridge. Several fighters on railroad sweep 
destroy s the railroad yards at Kaifeng and the airfield at Sinsiang, China.  

  
Chinese-American Composite Wing (CACW) aircraft make a surprise strike at 
Tsingtao airfield, China, claim about 100 airplanes destroyed and damaged, and 
also destroy several nearby locomotives. 

  
FEAF B-24s flies morning and afternoon raids against Corregidor Island in 
Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines. A-20s also the hits island fortress. 
Mariveles and parts of the Bataan Peninsula in Manila Bay of Luzon are 
hammered by B-24s and A-20s throughout the morning and afternoon. B-25s and 
P-51s hits shipping near Legaspi located to the east of Albay Gulf, Luzon, 
Philippines, and in San Miguel Bay in the southern part of Luzon Island, 
Philippines and destroy buildings at San Fernando on Negros Island, Philippines. 
In support of ground forces, A-24s and P-40s fly over Balete Pass, a zigzag road 
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that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, to 
attack bridges and roads. 

  
29 B-29s hits Moen Island in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline islands, bombing 
airfield Number 2.  Superfortress bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 
The Japanese Manila Naval Defense Force finds that they are under heavy attack 
from the north and the south. The attack has reached a point where a withdrawal 
has to be initiated if it defense force is to be even partially successful. Rear Adm. 
Iwabuchi, and his staff party withdraw to Fort McKinley, south of Manila, Luzon, 
the Philippines. 
 
The American 11th Division runs into heavy opposition at Nichols Field, Luzon, 
the Philippines. 

 
U.S. 32nd Division in battle near Villa Verde on Luzon in the Philippines is able to 
holds back a Japanese counter attack with very accurate artillery. 
 
38th Division is still pushing the Japanese in the Zigzag sector of Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
FEBRUARY 10 

Earthquake rocks Tokyo, Japan, this event is immediately followed by a B-29 raid 
of 90 planes.  

 
Imperial Japanese Navy reorganized its air units within the home islands. The  
Third Air Fleet, with headquarters in the Kanto district, is relieved of all further 
responsibility for the Kyushu-Ryukyus Island area and assigned to operations in 
central and eastern Honshu Island. The Fifth Air Fleet is activated on Kyushu 
Island and takes in the 11th Air Flotilla and all former Third Air Fleet units in the 
area as well as assumed all responsibility for future naval air operations in the 
East China Sea area under the joint agreement.  The Third Air Fleet will be a 
reinforcement pool for Fifth Air Fleet should a decisive air battle fought over the 
East China Sea. 
 
In Singapore in Malaya a convoy made up of the Japanese battleship Hyuga and 
the battleship/carrier Ise (after temporary repairs caused by a mine) and cruiser 
Oyodo sets sail for Kure Naval Base, Hiroshima, Japan. The Hyuga and Ise have 
been loaded with a total of 330 drums of gasoline, 5,000 drums of aviation 
gasoline, 30 tons of mercury, 820 tons of tin, 520 tons of rubber, and 50 tons of 
tungsten. The cruiser Oyodo has on board gasoline, mercury, rubber, tin and zinc. 
The destroyers escorting the convoy have been loaded with over 130 tons of 
rubber and tin. The convoy ships also are carrying 1,150 technicians from the oil 
field. 
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U.S. Army I Corp reaches the east coast of Luzon in the Philippines thus cutting 
the island in two. 
 
Southwest Pacific General Headquarters establishes operational areas for the U.S. 
6th and 8th Armies: 6th will have responsibility for action on Luzon while the 8th 
will undertake operations for all Philippine islands south of Luzon. 

 
American troops seize Proviso Island in the Pasig River on Luzon in the 
Philippines in the hope of taking the electric company intact to provide Manila 
with power. 
 
After suffering heavy casualties in the northern sector of Manila on Luzon in the 
Philippines the U.S. 37th Division holds up all operations until the Air Force and 
artillery can soften up the Japanese in their front. 
 
On the Shweli River in Burma the British 36th Division captures Myitson. 
 
In the Mariana Islands, 10 Guam-based B-24s, of the 7th Army Air Force, bombs 
the town of Okimura, located on the west central portion of Haha Jima in the 
Bonin Islands. Six P-38s escort photo mission and fly sweeps over Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands. 17 B-24s from Guam, with P-38 escort, pounds Iwo Jima in the 
late afternoon destroying four bombers and three fighters on the ground and 
damaged another bomber on the ground, and more make single harassment strikes 
on the island during the night.   
  
Five B-25s, of the Tenth Army Air Force destroy the Laihka Bridge, Burma; 
others hit the Namsang Bridge, with poor results. Nine P-47s takes out the 
approaches to Pa-mao Bridge in Burma while eight others destroy half of a bridge 
at Inailong, Burma. 15 P-47s support ground forces in the Mongmit area of 
Burma, concentrating on Japanese positions south of Myitson, Burma. 76 fighter-
bombers attacks Japanese troops and supply areas at or near the Burmese towns of 
Panglong, Namsangsok, Namtu, Kutkai, Mong Yaw, Mongmit, Ho-mong, Man 
Pwe, Namsam, and Loiya.  

  
B-24s from the FEAF blast Japanese gun positions while P-51s and P-38s,  
supporting ground forces hits communications in Bayambang-Santa Fe area in the 
Cagayan Valley region in central northern Luzon, while B-25s in the area blast 
villages where vehicles are hidden. B-24s, A-20s, and others planes saturate the 
southern part of Bataan Peninsula in Manila Bay of Luzon with bombs in  
morning and afternoon attacks, thoroughly pummeling defenses and forces. 
  
84 B-29s, from the Mariana Islands, hits the Nakajima aircraft plant at Ota, Japan, 
northwest of Tokyo. Superfortress bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
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Japanese suicide swimmers attempt an attack on the surveying ship Hydrographer 
in Schonian Harbor, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands.  
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing damages warehouses and buildings 
on Babelthuap in the Palau Islands; also on the same date harbor installations on 
Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands are set ablaze by U.S. Marine aircraft.   

 
Marine B-25s make a rocket attack on a tanker and a cargo ship north of Iwo Jima 
in the Volcano Islands in the early morning hours. 

 
Venturas of Fleet Air Wing One bombed the airstrip on Puluwat Island in the 
Western Caroline Islands.  
 
Japanese submarine RO-46 removes 46 airmen from Batulinao in northern Luzon.  
 
U.S. submarine Batfish sinks the Japanese submarine RO-112 in the Luzon Strait 
between Formosa Island and Luzon Island of the Philippines. 
 
Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.33 and escort destroyer Mikura are damaged 

 in a collision in Formosa Straits separating Formosa from the mainland of China. 
 
Claire Phillips, the owner of Club Tsubaki and spy, is liberated from prison. 

 
FEBRUARY 11 

 Yalta Conference in the Crimea ends. 
 
 British 17th Division crosses the Irrawaddy River at Ngaungu, Burma. 
 

The 5th U.S. Marine Division arrives at Saipan Island in the Mariana Islands to 
join up with the 3rd and 4th Marine Divisions before sailing for Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain. 

 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attacks and sinks a barge and 
destroys trucks on Babelthuap in the Palau Islands. Other attacks are also made on 
targets at Arakabesan in the same group. Installations on Yap Atoll in the Western 
Caroline Islands are bombed.  

 
 Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing One hit Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 
 

U.S. Navy Task Force 92 comprising three light cruisers and seven destroyers, 
arrives off Matsuwa Island, Kuril Islands, to conduct bombardment, but 
encounters heavy weather that would make high-speed retirement impossible; the 
operation is accordingly cancelled and the ships return to Attu Island in the 
Aleutian Islands of Alaska on February 14th.  

 
 Supporting operations on Ramree Island, south of Akyab in Burma, the Royal 
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  Navy’s destroyer HMS Pathfinder is hit by Japanese planes and, the 153rd and  
 last destroyer or escort destroyer casualty of the Royal Navies. 
 
 Mariana Islands-based B-29s carry out extended search missions to look for 

Japanese guard boats in the path of Task Force 58 as it steams toward Japan, 
augmented by Tinian Island-based PBYs and planes from the carriers. These 
searches will be repeated on 12 and 14 February.  

 
LST-577, torpedoed by Japanese submarine RO-50 while in a reinforcement 
convoy proceeding from Hollandia on New Guinea to Leyte Island in the 
Philippines, is scuttled by destroyer Isherwood. RO-50 is damaged by gunfire in 
the encounter with U.S. ships.  

 
 Fleet tug Takelma is damaged by collision east of Leyte, Philippine Islands.  
  

Depth charges and aerial bombs, off Bonin Islands, damages the U.S. submarine  
Burrfish but the boat remains on patrol.  
 

 U.S. aircraft damages Japanese escort destroyer Miyake.  
 
 Aircraft, Bonin Islands, damages Japanese fast transport T.13. 
 

The Imperial Japanese Navy reorganizes with the 3rd Air Fleet’s 25th Air Flotilla 
merging with the Combined Fleet’s 12th Air Flotilla to form the 5th Air Fleet.  

 
On Luzon in the Philippines, Nichols Field airfield finally falls to the paratroopers 
of the 11th Airborne Division. 

 
21 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force, flying from Saipan in the Mariana 
Islands, operate in two separate forces, bombs the airfields and defenses on Iwo 
Jima, Volcano Islands. Three others, on armed reconnaissance, bombs Marcus 
Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 25 B-24s based 
on Angaur Island of the Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, bombs Corregidor Island 
in Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines. During the night, 10 B-24s from 
Saipan fly individual harassment strikes against Iwo Jima. 
 
11 B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force bombs enemy troops and supplies at Loilem, 
Burma. 22 P-47s help Allied ground forces in the Mongmit area of Burma, hitting 
 buildings at Nabu and Japanese positions near Myitson. Apprxomitely100 planes 
 hit troop concentrations, supplies, ammo dumps, gun positions, and other targets 
 including the Burmese towns of Pangsang, Taung-gaing, Panghsapye, Nam Pok, 
Byaungbyan, Manai, Kutkai, Mongmit, Namun, and Pangmahe-leng. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: Seven B-24s attempt an air cover mission for a U.S. 
Naval task force, however only three are able to reach the target area. 
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In China 17 B-25s from the 14th Army Air Force strike at the railroad yards at 
Sinyang and Lohochai and a locomotive foundry at Hsuchang. 23 P-47s hit the 
Hankow airfield, China. Fighters hit the Anyang airfield and the Pinghan railroad 
in China. B-24s claim a couple of cargo vessels sunk in the South China Sea, an 
area from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to Formosa. 

  
B-24s of the FEAF attack Corregidor Island in Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines, 
continuously throughout the day. Fighter-bombers support ground forces on 
Luzon by hitting numerous targets from Cauringan to Taytay and at Wawa, 
Montalban, Antipolo, and Marikina. P-47s blasts a train close to Heito, Formosa 
Island. B-24s flies light strike against Bago on Negros Island, Philippines. 

  
56 B-29s bombs the storage dumps around Rangoon, Burma. Mission is flown in 
conjunction with B-24s of Eastern Air Command's Strategic Air Force. Nine B-
29s from the Mariana Islands carry out reconnaissance mission for the U.S. Navy.  
Superfortress also bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 

 
FEBRUARY 12 

The U.S. submarine Batfish Babuyan Island in the Philippine Islands sinks 
Japanese submarine RO-113. 

 
 U.S. submarine Hawkbill sinks the small Japanese cargo vessel Kisaragi Maru  

and the two large landing barges she was towing at the time, Lombok Strait, 
between the islands of Bali and Lombok in the Dutch East Indies.  

 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy a building and damaged 
another on Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands.  Marine fighters and torpedo 
bombers attack dock installations on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands.  

 
In the Mariana Islands, Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force hits in the 
Bonin Islands at the Chichi Jima naval installations while 19 bombs the airfields 
and defenses on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. During the night, B-24s from Guam 
fly single plane harassment strikes against both Iwo Jima and Chichi Jima. 
 
The Tenth Army Air Force uses 23 P-47s to support Allied forces attacking Nabu 
In Burma and assault mortar positions near Myitson, Burma; four others assist 
ground forces at Loiya, Burma. Three P-47s severely damage a bridge at Pa-mao, 
Burma. 60 P-47s and P-38s blasts Japanese supply areas, troops, tanks, and trucks 
at various locations including the Burmese areas of Hukawt, Kongtap, Namtu, 
Namta-gun, Mongmit, Loingu, and Tonsing. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: A mission to provide air cover for U.S. Naval Forces is 
called off due to weather conditions. 
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In China, P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force destroys locomotives between 
Suchow and Pengpu and strafes the Nanking and Suchow airfields. Other aircraft 
claim at least 10 locomotives destroyed in the area south of the Yellow River. P-
40s bombs enemy troops in the Hsiancheng area of China and hits trains on the 
Pinghan railroad. 

  
B-24s from the Far East Air Force batter Corregidor Island in Manila Bay on 
Luzon in the Philippines. A-20s sweeping the southern end of Bataan Peninsula, 
Manila Bay of Luzon Island sinks about 30 barges loaded with enemy troops, 
ammunition, and supplies. Throughout the day aircraft directly aid American 
ground forces on the Bataan Peninsula and from Lingayen Gulf area to Nichols 
Field. 

  
B-29s of the XX Air Force from the Mariana Islands bombs AA positions on Iwo 
Jima, Volcano Island chain, in preparation for upcoming amphibious invasion of 
the island.  

 
 On Luzon the city of Manila is entered by U.S. troops. 
 

The 3rd Imperial Naval Battalion defending the Nichols Field area is now 
threatened with encirclement and begins withdrawing during the night to the 
northeast where it joins the naval forces defending Fort McKinley, south of 
Manila, Luzon, Philippines. 

 
 The 20th Indian Division crosses the Irrawaddy River west of Mandalay, Burma. 
 
 U.S. and British units of Sultan's Northern Area Combat Command are advancing 

 south towards Lashio and Kyaukme, Burma.  
 
San Francisco is selected as site for the United Nations Conference. 
 
Peru informs Japan that state of belligerency exist between the two countries. 
 
Japanese submarine I-366 arrives off Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands,  and unloads 
some of her cargo, including 33 tons of avgas and aircraft spares. 
 

FEBRUARY 13 
PT Boats enter Manila Bay of the Island of Luzon in the Philippines for night 
reconnaissance.   

 
On Luzon U.S. minesweepers begin clearing Manila Bay of mines. 
 
Off Babuyan Island, Luzon Strait, between Formosa Island and the island of 
Luzon in the Philippines, the U.S. Navy submarine Batfish is on the surface 
patrolling. The submarine’s radar picks up a contact but the target submerges and 
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contact is broken. Later IJN submarine RO-113 resurfaces and is picked up by 
Batfish's APR radar detector. At 6,800 yards range, Batfish dives on the target's 
track and comes to radar-depth. Batfish fires three stern torpedoes at the target. 
The first torpedo hits RO-113 which blows apart and the second and third 
torpedoes miss because RO-113 sinks so quickly. 

 
 U.S. submarine Sennet is damaged by gunfire from a Japanese guard boat south of 
 Japan, she sinks No.8 Kotoshiro Maru after the patrol craft had already been 
 damaged by the subs Lagarto and Haddock. The Haddock then sinks No.3 Showa 
 Maru, which had already been damaged by Lagarto and Sennet.  
 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
coast of Thailand. 
 
RAAF Liberator sinks Japanese motor sail ship No.24 Sakura Maru in Lesser 

 Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies.  
 
On Luzon, American aircraft and warships begin bombardment of Bataan 
Peninsula for two days and Corregidor Island in Manila Bay for three days. 

 
 The 11th Airborne Division secures Nichols Field on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

 
U.S. 38th Division breaks through Japanese resistance in Zigzag Pass  
area of Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
On Luzon, Lt. General Yokoyama issues an order to the the Manila Naval Defense 
headquarters to withdraw to Fort McKinley, south of Manila, as the initial step in 
evacuating the Manila. 

 
 511th Parachute Infantry attacks Fort McKinley, south of Manila on Luzon. 
 

25 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan Island in the Mariana 
Islands fly two strikes against Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, while 10 
other Liberators pummel Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. During the night B-24s, flying 
individual harassment strikes to Iwo Jima at intervals over an eight-hour period. 
 
In Burma Japanese troop concentrations, supply areas, and other targets are 
attacked by 70 fighter-bombers of the Tenth Army Air Force at Kongpaw, Namtu, 
Kyaohpak, Laihka, Konwet, Mong Pa, Hkom-nio, and Naung-lang. 19 others 
support Allied ground forces in the Mongmit/Myitson area of Burma. 16 planes 
hammer bridge approaches and takes down several spans to the main bridge over 
the Kwae Noi River and damage a bypass bridge at Hay-ti in Burma.  Tenth Army 
Air Force moves its headquarters to Bhamo, Burma.  
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Fourteenth Army Air Force fighters sweep over China hitting the railroad from 
Sinyang to Hsuchang, bombs the approach to the Hsuchang bridge, and strafes the 
Sinyang and Ichang airfields. B-25s bombs the Hsuchang foundry in China. 

  
FEAF: B-24s batters Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines  
as large segment of other B-24s attacks the main coastal guns and score direct hits 
on several batteries. B-24s bombs Mariveles on Bataan Peninsula, Luzon, in the 
Philippines while A-20s and P-47s bombs and strafes throughout southern parts of 
Bataan Peninsula. Aircraft attack small shipping during sweeps along the coasts 
of Luzon. B-25s hits the Kagi airfield on Formosa. 
 
Superfortress bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit several targets on Koror Island 
and the small island of Arakabesan in the Palau Islands. Marine aircraft attacked 
Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands destroying two buildings. 

 
The 7th Indian Division crosses the Irrawaddy River at Nyaungu, Burma, in a 
drive toward Meliktila to cut off Lieutenant General Heitaro Kimura's forces in 
the Mandalay area Burma. 

 
 In Burma, the 20th Indian Division extends their Irrawaddy River bridgehead. 
 

Imperial Japanese 5th Air Fleet Headquarters is located at Kanoga, Kyushu Island, 
Japan. 
 

FEBRUARY 14 
United States minesweeper YMS-48 is sunk by coastal defense gun, near 
Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, Philippine Islands, damages the 
destroyers Fletcher and Hopewell as they support the sweeping of these waters.  
Mines damage the destroyers Radford and LaVallette as they support the 
sweeping of a channel into Mariveles Harbor located at the southern tip of the 
Bataan Peninsula in Manila Bay.  

 
Japanese shore batteries sinks support landing craft LCS-26 and LCS-49 off 

 Luzon in the Philippine Islands.  
 
 U.S. Navy destroyer Halford is damaged in collision with the U.S. freighter H.E. 
 Stephenson.  
 
 U.S. submarine Gato sinks the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.9 in the Yellow 
 Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula.  
 
 U.S. submarines Haddock, Lagarto, and Sennet damage Japanese guard boat No.3 
 Kanno Maru south of Japan.  
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 U.S. submarine Hawkbill sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 4 
 and Cha 114 the ex-Dutch B-1 class patrol boat in the Java Sea.  

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese junk and a Japanese costal 
freighter with her deck gun off the coast of Thailand. 

Mine sink Japanese cargo ship No.1 Yamanami Maru west of Kyushu Island, 
Japan.  

 
Mine damage the hospital ship Hikawa Maru in Singapore Strait, between the 
Strait of Malacca in the west and the South China Sea in the east.  

 
 Indian troops of the 19th Division take Singu, Burma. 
 
 7th Indian Division starts to cross the Irrawaddy River near Myaungu, Burma.  
 

On Luzon in the Philippines the U.S. 38th Division continues to eliminate pockets 
of Japanese resistance in Zigzag Pass to open up Bataan Peninsula.  One regiment 
of the 38th steams from Subic Bay, part of Luzon Sea on the west coast of the 
island of Luzon in Zambales, Philippines, northwest of Manila Bay, towards 
Mariveles located on the tip of Bataan Peninsula in Manila Bay. 

 
   Chile declares war on Japan. 
 

General Wedemeyer submits his plan for the Chinese offensive to Chiang Kai-
shek, who immediately approved it. 

 
On Java in the Dutch East Indies elements of the Japanese trained Independence 
Army, PETA (Pembela Tanah Air), revolts firing at the hotel in Blitar which 
houses Japanese military offices.  Later they attack the headquarters of the 
Japanese secret police, the Kempeitai. 
 
In the Mariana Islands, 17 Guam-based B-24s from the Seventh Army Air Force 
blast defenses, radar, and radio installations on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. During 
the night more flying individual snooper missions to bomb the Iwo Jima airfields 
and AA positions while others in separate strikes hits the Susaki airfield top of a 
hill on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands, North Pacific Ocean.  
 
In Burma, 12 B-25s of the Tenth Army Air Force attack enemy vehicles along the 
roads from Lashio to Takaw to Hopong. Seven P-47s strafes the Laihka airfield, 
Burma.  
 
P-51 Mustangs of the 2nd Air Command Group rain fire on the Japanese at 
Nyaungu in Burma, a strategic village on the Irrawaddy River below Mandalay, 
Burma. 
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B-24s from the Eleventh Army Air Force bomb and make a photo reconnaissance 
of the Suribachi Wan Airfield on Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
P-47s from the Fourteenth Army Air Force bombs the Kaifeng airfield in China 
and P-51s hit the Shihkiachwang airfield, China. The P-51s afterwards blast 
locomotives between Puchou and Sinsiang in China. Other planes demolish more 
locomotives between Sinyang and Hsuchang in China, and blast the railroad yards 
at Lohochai, China, and destroy a fuel dump at Hsiangcheng, China. 

  
In the Philippines FEAF B-24s bombs Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
concentrating on the dock area and gun positions; B-24s bombs Mariveles, at the 
tip of Bataan Peninsula, Luzon, in the Philippines, and B-25s bombs the airfield at 
Tuguegarao in the northern portion of Luzon in the Philippines; other aircraft 
provide excellent support for U.S. ground forces near Clark Field northwest of 
Manila on Luzon in the Philippines, Marikina airfield, east of the city of Manila 
on Luzon, and north of Montalban in Central Luzon and east of Manila; A-20s 
hits south Bataan Peninsula in Manila Bay on Luzon in the Philippine Islands; B-
25s blasts barges at Zamboanga on Mindanao, Philippines, and P-38s bombs the 
Matina airfield northeast of Davao City, Mindanao Island, Philippines; others 
strafes the airfields on Negros Island and Cebu Island in the Philippines; a few 
bomb the Kagi airfield on Formosa Island.  

  
B-29s from the Mariana Islands again carry out reconnaissance mission for the 
U.S. Navy.  Superfortresses bomb Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 

 
FEBRUARY 15 

U.S. Army troops go ashore in Mariveles Harbor area of Bataan Peninsula in 
Manila Bay of Luzon, Philippines.  The 151st Infantry RCT and 3rd Battalion, 
34th RCT encounter only light opposition and quickly secure the town and the 
nearby airfield.  This action allows the Sixth Army to establish control of the 
southern region of Bataan peninsula. 

 
Manila Naval Defense receives Lt. General Yokoyama order of February 13 to 
withdraw to Fort McKinley, south of Manila, Luzon, as the initial step in 
evacuating the city however U.S. Army is in firmly in control of a three mile wide 
corridor between Fort McKinley and the main strength of the naval forces in 
Manila.  
 
U.S. 38th Division clears Zigzag Pass of Luzon, Philippines. 

 
 The 7th Indian Division consolidates their bridgehead over the Irrawaddy River at 
 Pagan, Burma. 
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Imperial Japanese Navy Shinyo boats, based in Manila Bay on Luzon goes into 
action for the first and only time against U.S. warships anchored at Mariveles Bay 
in Manila Bay off Bataan Peninsula, Luzon.  The Shinyo are 18 feet in length and 
powered by an automobile engines capable of going 26 knots with a single 250-
kilogram explosive charge in the bow. All ships are destroyer before inflicting any 
damage. 

 
 U.S. submarine Swordfish is reported lost. 

 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
coast of Thailand. 

 
Mine damage medium landing ship LSM-169 off Mariveles on the tip of Bataan 
Peninsula, Luzon.  

 
 Motor minesweeper YMS-46 is damaged by shore battery.  
 

U.S. Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing One hits the airfields on Truk Atoll, 
Caroline Islands.  

 
U.S. Navy Task Force 58 planes sink the Japanese guard boats No.3 Choyo Maru 
and No.2 Santoku Maru off southern Japan.  

 
 Venezuela declares war on Japan. 
 
 LST's carrying the first ten waves for the invasion of Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
  Island chain, 4th and 5th U.S. Marine Divisions, sail from Saipan, Mariana 
Islands. 
 

24 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan Island in the Mariana 
Islands, in two separate strikes, bombs the Volcano island of Iwo Jima airfields 
and AA defenses. 12 others hit the airfields at Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. Four B-
24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands, escorting photo airplanes, fly over Truk 
Atoll in the Caroline Islands to bomb the airfields at Param and Moen Island in 
Truk Lagoon. Five B-24s fly night harassment raids against the islands of Iwo 
Jima and Chichi Jima.  B-24s hits the airfield on Truk Atoll. 
 
In Burma 12 B-25s of the Tenth Army Air Force hits buildings and enemy troops 
during sweeps from Lashio to Loilem and along the road from Loilem. 20 P-47s 
fly close strikes in the Mongmit-Myitson area of Burma. Bridge at Hay-ti in 
Burma is taken out by six P-47s. 56 P-47s attacks troops, town areas, and supplies 
at or near the Burmese towns of Paukmyaing, Nam-hpuktok, Namtoi, and Namhu-
tau. Eight P-47s hits Li-lu ferry area of Burma.  
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15 planes from the Fourteenth Army Air Force attack the railroad at Saiping, 
China, in the Hankow area of China, north of Sinantien, China, between 
Hsuchang and Loyang, and along the Yangtze River from Wuhu to Hankow, 
China. 
 
Twentieth Air Force sends 117 B-29s from the Mariana Islands to strike the 
Mitsubishi aircraft engine works at Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu 
Island, Japan; 33 hit the primary target; 68 reach targets of last resort and targets 
of opportunity, 54 Superfortresses bomb Hammanatsu in western Shizuoka 
Prefecture of Japan. 

  
In the Philippines Far East Air Force's B-25s attacks bridges in the southern part 
of Formosa; bombers blast Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon with A-20s 
and other planes bombing and strafing its few remaining gun positions. Fighter-
bombers hits Caballo Island at the entrance to Manila Bay in the Philippines and 
B-25s, and A-20s hits Bataan Peninsula on Luzon in Manila Bay all day. Also 
attacks are made on Japanese troops and gun positions around Fort William 
McKinley, south of Manila, Luzon, south of Pasig River, in the Philippines, and 
the airfields at Tuguegarao in the northern portion of Luzon and Echague in the 
center of Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
Emperor Hirohito is warned that the Soviets will more than likely withdraw its 
neutrality pact with Tokyo. 
 
General Yamashita up on learning that General Yokoyama refused to leave 
Manila censures the Admiral of defying his orders to evacuate the city. 
 
Kawashima Force (31st Infantry) moves out the Novaliches area of Luzon in two 
groups for extensive raids against Caloocan Airfield, located north of Manila and 
east of Manila Bay, Luzon.  The 1st Battalion advanced along the highway to 
about three miles south of Novaliches which is northeast of Manila before being 
stopped by a force of the U.S. Army.  The second group of the Kawashima Force 
moved along the east side of the Novaliches road at dark, is able to approach 
within two miles of Caloocan Airfield before coming no American positions and 
retreating. 
 
 Uruguay declares war on Japan. 
 
Venezuela declares war on Japan. 

 
FEBRUARY 16 

A three-day pre-landing bombardment of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
begins with warships and carrier planes of Task Force 54 involved. 
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U.S. Navy Cruisers and destroyers of Task Force 58 shell Japanese installations 
on Kurabu Zaki, Paramushiro, Kuril Islands. 

 
British IV Corps crosses the Irrawaddy River, Burma. 
 
In Burma near Ruywa on the Arakan coast a brigade of the Indian 25th Division 
goes ashore to cut off the Japanese retreating toward Prome in Burma. 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun 
near the coast of Thailand. 

American paratroopers land on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
Philippines.  Two hours after the jump the 34th Division lands on the island by 
landing craft.  This completely surprises the Japanese which losses 4,215 men to 
only 136 for the Americans. Motor Torpedo Boats also the support the Corregidor 
operation rescuing Army Paratroopers over shoot the island.  
 
On Luzon the Japanese Kobayashi Force assaults the west bank of the Marikina 
River near Marikina but is unable to break through the strengthened American 
defenses. 

  
 U.S. submarine Barbel reported lost. 
 

1200 planes of Task Force 58 aircraft carry out the U.S. Navy’s first carrier 
assault on Tokyo by bombing airfields, aircraft factories, and shipping as well as 
destroying planes on the ground and in the air. 
 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet damage ships and barges at Chichi 
Jima in the Bonin Islands.  

   
U.S. Navy destroyers Barton and Ingraham are damaged in collision off Iwo 
Jima, Volcano Island chain.  

  
 Task Force 92 bombards Japanese installations at Kurabu Zaki, Paramushiro, 
 Kuril Islands.  
  

U.S. submarine chaser PC-1119 is damaged by shore battery, off Luzon in the 
Philippines. 

  
Special gunfire support unit of six destroyers is formed to provide naval gunfire 
support for the conquest of Corregidor Island in Manila Bay, Luzon. Between 
February 16 and 28, this unit will deliver pinpoint fire that proves considerable 
help to the final elimination of Japanese troops on the island.  

  
 Support landing craft LCS(L)-7 is sunk by Japanese assault demolition boats off 
 the entrance to Mariveles Harbor at the tip of Bataan Peninsula, Luzon.  
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U.S. submarine Halibut leaves for Portsmouth on the U.S. east coast where it is 
found that her damage is too extensive to justify repair. 

  
 U.S. submarine Sennet sinks the Japanese minelayer Naryu southeast of Honshu 
 Island, Japan, but is damaged by depth bombs from enemy aircraft.  
 
 Tanker Patuxent is damaged by internal explosion from gasoline vapors.  
 
 Coast Guard lighthouse tender Bramble is damaged by grounding on Lockwood 
 Rock, Wrangell Narrows, Aleutian Islands, Alaska. 
 
 PBY sinks the Japanese cargo ship Lida Maru in Cape St. Jacques harbor, French 
 Indochina.  
 

Corsairs of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack targets on Babelthuap Island 
in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands.  

  
In the Mariana Islands a couple of Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air 
Force bombs Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima 
Island. 42 are sent against Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain is recalled due to 
total cloud cover over the target. During the night, four Guam-based B-24s, 
striking separately, hit the Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
 
12 B-25s of the Tenth Army Air Force bombs enemy troops, storage areas, and 
vehicles along the Burmese roads near Lashio and from Hsenwi to Loilem. About 
160 fighter-bombers attack town areas, troop concentrations, artillery positions, 
transportation, and other targets from Namtu to Mong Li in Burma.  

  
 33 aircraft from the Fourteenth Army Air Force attacks the airfields around the 

Nanking area of China, railroad yards at Hsuchang and Tungpu, China, and hits 
rail and river traffic from Wuhu to Hankow, China, in the Sinsiang, Luang 
Prabang areas of China, and from Muong Soui to the Mekong River.  P-51s sinks 
Japanese auxiliary powered sailing vessel Minsui Maru in Yangtze River between 
Wuhu and Hankow, China.  

 
Far East Air Force fighters attack vehicles and trains in the southern part of 
Formosa. Over 120 A-20s and B-24s hammer Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of 
Luzon during the early daylight hours. A-20s and other aircraft bomb nearby 
Caballo Island at the entrance to Manila Bay in the Philippines. B-25s helps 
American ground forces in the Mariveles area at the tip of Bataan Peninsula, 
Luzon, hits facilities at Baguio in the mountains to the west of La Union Province, 
Luzon, Philippines, and Santa Fe in the Cagayan Valley region in central northern 
Luzon, and bombs the Camalaniugan airfield in the very north of Luzon, Philip-
pines. P-38s hits the Likanan airfield in Mindanao, Philippine Islands and Matina 
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airfield northeast of Davao City, Mindanao Island, Philippines. B-24s pounds the 
Kendari airfield on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
The main body of the Iwo Jima landing force set sail from Guam and Saipan 
Islands in the Mariana Islands. 

 
Japanese submarine I-366 unloads food and fuel at Meleyon Islet, Woleai Atoll,  
Caroline Islands. She leaves with 42 passengers on board. 

 
FEBRUARY 17 

U.S. Navy Task Force 58 carrier aircraft bomb airfields, shipping, and aircraft 
factories in the Tokyo area of Japan. 

 
U.S. troops start an operation to retake the Bataan Peninsula, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. 

 
Americans begin shelling the sixteenth century citadel Intramuros, Manila, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
Lt. General Yokoyama ordered Rear Admiral Iwabuchi to withdraw from Manila 
during the night in conjunction with raiding attacks from the Japanese main 
positions. 
 
During the night 1900 Imperial Naval troops of the 3rd and 4th Battalions slips out 
of Fort McKinley, south of Manila, Luzon, south of Pasig River, in the 
Philippines, area crosses into the main positions of the Shimbu Group near 
Antipolo, east of Manila on Luzon. Approximately 12,000 combatants remained 
in Manila with Rear Admiral Iwabuchi. 
 
On Luzon, Fort McKinley, south of Manila, Luzon, south of Pasig River, in the 
Philippines, falls to the Americans after Japanese Naval troops blows up facilities 
and ammunition before withdrawing. 

 
In the Marikina area of Luzon the Japanese Kobayashi Force resumes their assault  
on the American line along the west bank of the Marikina River.  A small 
bridgehead is made but artillery fire causes heavy casualties forcing a withdraw.  
Several raiding squads are left to infiltrate the American lines. 

 
 Fire support ships, minesweeping units, and underwater demolition teams (UDT) 
 arrive off Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain, and encounter fire from shore batteries.  
 
 170 Navy UDT men (frogman) are killed attempting to clear Iwo Jima's beaches 
 of defenses.  UDT reconnaissance discloses that no underwater obstacles exist, 
 and that the surf and beach conditions are suitable for landings.  
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The U.S. Navy battleship Tennessee and the cruiser Pensacola receive hits from 
shore guns while covering UTD teams on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands,.  The 
gunboats covering these teams are also hit hard.  In opening fire on these targets, 
the shore batteries make a blunder by violating orders to not to fire.  The 
battleships Tennessee, Nevada, and Idaho open fire with their 14-inch guns and 
take out these important defensive guns. 
 
Infantry landing craft (gunboat) LCI(G)-474 is sunk by shore battery, Iwo Jima, 
Volcano islands, while supporting UDT operations. 
 

 U.S. carrier planes attack Haha Jima and Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 
 

U.S. carrier planes sink the Japanese cargo ship Yamashio Maru in Yokohama 
Harbor, on Tokyo Bay, south of Tokyo of the main island of Honshu Island, 
Japan.  

  
U.S. Navy light cruisers Phoenix and Boise, along with three destroyers; provide 
call-fire support for continuing operations on Corregidor. Light cruiser Cleveland 
and destroyers O'Bannon and Taylor bombard the Ternate area, south shore of 
Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines.  

 
Mine damage fleet tug Hidatsa in Mariveles Harbor at the tip of Bataan Peninsula, 
Luzon in the Philippine Islands. 

 
U.S. Navy destroyer Haynesworth sinks the Japanese guard boat No.36 Nanshin 
Maru southwest of Mikimoto Light off Shimoda harbor, Shimoda, east coast of 
Honshu Island, Japan and auxiliary submarine chaser Wafu Maru off Omaezaki 
Light at the tip of a peninsula on Honshu Island, Japan's Pacific coast.  

  
U.S. submarine Bowfin sinks the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.56 east of 
Mikura Jima, central Honshu Island, Japan. Bowfin and aircraft sink the guard 
boat No.26  Nanshin Maru southwest of Mikimoto light off Shimoda harbor, 
Shimoda, Japan.  

 
British submarine HMS Statesman attacks a Japanese convoy off  Ujong 
Tamiang, Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies, sinking motor sail ships No.3 
Matsujima Maru, 19 Nippon Maru, 17 Nanyo Maru and No.14 Nippon Maru.  

 
 Horizontal bomber damages minesweeper Champion.  
  

Coast Guard cutter Atalanta, en route to assist lighthouse tender Bramble, 
damaged by grounding the previous day, collides with and damages mail boat  
Neptune near Steamer Point Light, Aleutian Islands, Alaska.  
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 District patrol craft YP-251 escorts the damaged Neptune to Naval Section Base, 
 Ketchikan, while Atlanta, undamaged, continues on her mission.  
  

District patrol craft YP-94, returning from landing supplies on Chirikof Island, 
Aleutian Islands, Alaska, runs aground at the southern end of Tugidak and 
Sitkinak Islands; rescue tug ATR-68 is dispatched from Kodiak, Alaska, to render 
assistance, while air-sea rescue coordination succeeds in rescuing all hands.  

  
 Aircraft sinks Japanese tanker No.28 Nanshin Maru. 
 
 In Burma, British troops hold Shweli bridgehead against Japanese counterattacks. 
 
 British land troops at Ru-Ya in the Arakan area of Burma.  
 

Heavy Japanese resistance continues in the area of XXXIII Corps spans over the 
Irrawaddy River and along the Shweli River, especially near Myitson, Burma. 

 
Due to the state of Japanese communications, Yamashita learns of the efforts of 
his subordinates in defending Manila, making it too late to countermand the order. 
 
The reserve units, 3rd Marines, along with attached units leave for Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Island chain. 

  
 B-24s of the 5th Army Air Force on an anti-shipping sweep over the South China 

Sea, sinks the Japanese landing ship T.114 off southern coast of Formosa.  
 
42 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force flying from Saipan Island in the Mariana 
Islands blast installations and bivouac area on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. Three 
others bombs Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean while three B-24s 
from Guam, Mariana Islands, escorting photo reconnaissance plane over the 
Caroline Island atoll of Truk Atoll and bombs the islands of Param, Uman, and 
Eten in the atoll’s lagoon. Five B-24s from Saipan fly individual snooper strikes 
during the night against Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands.  

 
 14 P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force fly in support for ground forces in the 

Mongmit-Myitson area of Burma. Approximately 140 fighter-bombers strike at 
Japanese troop, supply points, transport, animal concentrations, tanks, and arms 
and ammunition stores in northern Burma including at Hko-lawng to and Loiyek. 
10 B-25s bombs troops and supplies at Hai-hseng, Burma.  

  
Fourteenth Army Air Force's B-25s bombs Linfen and Yuncheng in China. A 
single B-25 hits the railroad  from Hengyang to Lingling, China. 27 P-40s and P-
51s attack animal transports, barracks, railroad, and the town area at Puchi, China. 
16 P-47s hits the Hankow-Wuchang area of China. 37 others attack railroad yards, 
roads, and river traffic near the Chinese towns of Tsinan, Changsha, and Kweiyi, 
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and at Sinyang, Linfen, and Lung Hai. 
 

 B-24s of the Far East Air Force attack the airfield, railroad yard, and aluminum   
plant at Takao, Formosa. A-20s hit caves and dugouts in the hills close to Fort 
Stotsenburg at Barrio Sapang Bato in Angeles City north of Manila, Luzon. A-
20s, B-25s, and other planes attack Tuguegarao in the northern portion of Luzon 
in the Philippines and the coastal town of San Fernando in the Central Luzon 
region, Philippines. B-24s pound the Miri airfield at Sarawak on the island of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

  
Nine B-29s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands bombs the Dublon Island sub pens 
in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
 
Chiang Kai-shek is cautioned about the looming danger of a Japanese attack on 
the Chinese airfields located at Chihchiang, Hsian, and Laohokow by General 
Wedemeyer.  The only operating American left in China is found at Changting.  

 
FEBRUARY 18 

During the night Japanese troops blow up their underground defenses and 
ammunition dump near Topside, Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
killing or wounding a score of paratroopers. 

 
Several B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force, on armed reconnaissance bombs 
Marcus Island in the North Pacific. During the night, nine B-24s from Guam, 
Mariana Islands, individually strike Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 
 
12 B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force demolish bridges at Namsang and Ke-hsi 
Mansam in Burma. 30-fighter-bombers support ground forces in the Mongmit-
Myitson-Nabu area of Burma. More than 100 aircraft strikes enemy concent-
rations, supplies, vehicles, and other targets immediately in advance of the 
southward moving battle line in Burma. 

  
Seven B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force fly air cover sorties for a U.S. Naval 
force during its approach to Kurabu Cape on Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
25 Fourteenth Army Air Force fighter-bombers attacks the Sinyang railroad yards 
in China and airfield  along the Pinghan railroad, at Chiuchiang, China, in the 
Nanking area of China, east of Lohochai, China, and southeast of Hsuchang, 
China.  

  
B-24s from the Far East Air Force bombs the Takao, Okayama, and Toshien 
airfields on Formosa; B-25s and fighters pounds targets of opportunity throughout 
Formosa; Bombers and fighters continue to fly missions in support of ground 
forces on Luzon, Philippines; B-24s bombs the Labuan Island airfield in Brunei 
Bay, northern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
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35 Marianas-based B-29s, bomb the two airfields on Moen Island in Truk Lagoon, 
Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 

 
 U.S. Pacific Fleet shells Kurabu Saki, the southern end of Paramushiru in the 
 Kuril Islands. 
 

Fleet Air Wing One attacks the airfield on Marcus Island located in the northwest 
Pacific Ocean and attacks the airfields on Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands.  

 
U.S. carrier planes of Task Force 58 attacks Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 

 
A new Special Attack Force (Kamikaze) is formed from the 601st Air Group for 
the upcoming invasion of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 
U.S. Navy battleship Washington and destroyer Hailey are damaged in collision 
off Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  

 
During the night off the coast of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain a destroyer 
task group made up of Charles S. Sperry, Dortch, and Waldron come up on 
several small Japanese guard boat. One of the patrol crafts attacked the Dortch, 
killing three of the destroyer's crewmen. The Charles S. Sperry, Dortch, and 
Waldron could not bring her gun to bear on any of the due to their proximity to the 
patrol crafts.  The destroyer Waldron chooses to intentionally ram Japanese guard 
boat and sinks it. The Waldron damages her bow in the collision.  

 
U.S. Navy destroyer Dortch sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser 
Ayukawa Maru northwest of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain but is damaged 
by gunfire in the encounter.  

 
 Light minelayer Gamble is damaged by Kamikaze.  
 

U.S. Navy Task Force 58 aircraft sinks the Japanese gunboat No.2 Hiyoshi Maru 
at Futami, Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands.  

 
U.S. Navy destroyers Barton, Ingraham, and Moale sink the Japanese guard boats 
No.35 Nanshin Maru west of Torishima; No.3 Kyowa Maru south of Honshu 
Island, Japan; and No.5 Fukuichi Maru off Torishima (Marcus Island) in the 
northwestern Pacific Ocean. 

 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks five Japanese junks with her deck gun 
near the west coast of Thailand. 

In Burma, British troops land behind Japanese lines in the Arakan, Burma. 
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FEBRUARY 19 

U.S. Marines of the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions goes ashore on Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands,  Japan's unsinkable airfield.  Iwo Jima is only 775 miles from the 
Japanese home island of Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
 The British IV Corps slips south undetected, and establishes a bridgehead on 

the Irrawaddy River of Burma about one hundred miles south of Mandalay, 
Burma. 

 
U.S. Army troops are covered by U.S. 
Marine aircraft land at Allen the 
northwest coast of Samar and on 
Capul, Biri, and Dalupiri Islands, 
Philippines. 

 
 Back home in America the 

Government request all public 
amusements to observe a midnight 
curfew. 

 
General Arnold still testing firebombs 
results makes a raid against aircraft 
plants,  his first priority, but list urban 
centers as secondary targets. 

 
During the early morning hours, Imperial Marines attack U.S. Paratroops on 
Corregidor Island in Manila Bay, Luzon in a Banzai attack. 

 
    U.S. troops go ashore on the Philippine Islands of Samar, Capul, 
    Biri, and Dalupiri. 
 

Lt. General Okamoto ordered the Imperial 359th Independent Infantry Battalion 
on Luzon, Philippines,  to pull back its main strength closer to Digdig where it can 
check the American advance from the south or east. Simultaneously the Advance 
Force is redesignated the Puncan Sector Defense Unit. 
 
Off the coast line of Iwo Jima, Volcano Island, collisions account for damage of 
varying degrees to heavy cruiser Chester and amphibious force flagship Estes; 
heavy cruiser Indianapolis and ammunition ship Shasta; destroyer escort 
Finnegan and infantry landing craft LCI-627; and attack cargo ship Starr and 
heavy cruiser Salt Lake City.  
 
U.S. carriers Lexington and Hancock send planes out to attack enemy airfields and 
small ships in and round the islands of Chichi Jima and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. 
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48 aircraft from U.S. Marine Aircraft Groups, attacks derelict ships in Manila 
Harbor, Manila Bay, Luzon to help the U.S. Army 37th Division's push through 
the waterfront sector. 
 
Aircraft over the Yangtze River near Kiukiang, China sinks the Japanese cargo 
ship Zuiho Maru.  
 
44 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Saipan in the Mariana Islands are sent  
against Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 14 bombers hammer defensive  
positions, bivouac, and storage areas little more than an hour before elements of 
U.S. 4th and 5th Marine Divisions make amphibious landing. The other 30 B-24s 
abort because of cloud cover, mechanical trouble, or arrival over target too late to 
make bombing runs. 26 B-24s from Angaur Island in the Palau Islands, Caroline 
Islands bombs the Likanan airfield on Mindanao, Philippine Islands. During the 
night Saipan-based B-24s fly individual heckler strikes over Chichi Jima, Bonin 
Islands.  
   
24 B-25s and 31 P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force fly close support strikes in 
the Mongmit-Myitson area of Burma. 70-plus fighter-bombers hit Japanese troop 
concentrations, supplies, and villages behind the battle line in Central Burma.  

  
Six B-24s from the 11th Army Air Force fly photo reconnaissance over Shimushu 
Island in the Kuril Islands and bombs the Kurabu Cape airfield on Paramushiru 
Island, Kuril Islands. Four B-25s flies a mission to hit targets along the   
Hayakegawa River on Kotani Island, Kuril Islands abort due to weather. 

 
 In the central Philippines, USMC Corsairs under tactical command of the 
 Thirteenth Army Air Force fly napalm strikes against airfields and other targets. 

 
14 P-51s and P-40s flying with the 14th Army Air Force blast rail and river traffic 
at or near the Chinese towns of Chiuchiang, Hsuchang, Lung Hai, and Tsinpu. 

  
B-24s from the FEAF bombs the Koshun, Heito, and Takao airfields on Formosa; 
other aircraft on sweeps over the island attacks a large number of targets including 

 trains, parked airplanes, buildings, and coastal vessels; fighters, B-25s, and A-20s  
 continue to protect ground forces at San Augustin, Carranglen, Balete Pass, and 

Bataan Peninsula on Luzon in the Philippines and bombs Japanese-held sectors on 
Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon; B-24s bombs Miri airfield of Sarawak 
on the island of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

   
Nearly 50 B-29s bomb the Central Railroad Repair Shops at Kuala Lumpur in 
Malaya, some bombing from only 1,000 feet, four others hit alternates at the  
Alor Star airfield on the west coast of the Malaya Peninsula, and switching yards 
at Martaban in Burma.  
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150 B-29s are airborne against Musashino Aircraft Plant in Tokyo, Japan, hoping 
to draw air reinforcements away from Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain, which U.S. 
Marines have invaded. Thick clouds completely cover the primary target so 119 

  B-29s bombs the port and urban area of Tokyo. 12 others hit last resort targets.  
 

The XX Air Force moves to incendiary attacks against selected urban areas as 
second in importance to assembly plants, and Nagoya, Osaka, Kawasaki, and 
Tokyo are designated primary targets under radar conditions however precision  
attacks on Japanese engine factories would still be first priority. 

 
U.S. Navy search Venturas carry out rocket attacks on Minami Saki off 
Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands.  
 
The Japanese Kamikaze Special Attack Corps 2nd Mitate Unit is formed from the 
601st Air Group at Katori Air Base Asahi City, Chiba Prefecture, Eastern Honshu 
Island with 12 Suisei two-seat carrier dive bombers, "Judy" by Allies, eight 
Tenzan, “Jill”, three-seat carrier attack bombers, and 12 escorting Zero fighters. 

 
The U.S. Naval force shells the island of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain for 
the invasion including the following old battleships: Arkansas, Idaho, Nevada, 
New York, Tennessee, and Texas. 

  
In the Volcano Islands the U.S. Navy destroyer John W. Weeks is damaged by Iwo 
Jima shore battery; hospital ship Samaritan by friendly fire. Japanese mortar fire 
damages LSM-74, LSM-145, LSM-245 and LSM-323.  

  
 U.S. Army troops covered by USMC aircraft land on the northwest coast of   

Samar separates the Bicol Peninsula of Luzon Island from the island of Samar in  
the south and on Capul Island in the Philippines, to insure control of San 
Bernardino Strait that separates the Bicol Peninsula of Luzon Island from the 
island of Samar in the south.  

 
FEBRUARY 20 

 U.S. Army troops land on Biri Island, Philippines, while being covered by USMC   
aircraft to insure control of San Bernardino Strait that separates the Bicol 
Peninsula of Luzon Island from the island of Samar in the south.  

 
The XIV Corps launched an attack to secure the town of Antipolo and Ipo Dam on 
Luzon in the Philippine Islands. 
 
On Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, the 5th Marines hold off several 
Japanese attacks during the night. 
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From the heights of Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, the Japanese 
throw down huge volumes of dangerous fire causing large numbers of causalities 
among the Marines.  30% of the tanks that have been discharged during the first 
day of the invasion have been lost.  
 
U.S. Marines capture airfield Number 1 on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain. 
 
The ships of the Pacific Fleet shell enemy defenses on Iwo Jima with close-in fire 

 support concentrating on the numerous caves and strong points from which the 
 Japanese are using heavy artillery and mortar fire to slow the progress of the 
 Marines on the northern end of the beachhead.   
 

Off Iwo Jima, light cruiser Biloxi is hit by friendly fire; destroyer Bradford   
collides with an uncharted submerged wreckage; attack transports Napa and 

 Logan are damaged in a collision; LST-779 and LSM-216 are damaged by mortar 
 fire.  
 
 U.S. submarine Guavina, attacking a Japanese convoy rounding Cape Padaran, 
 French Indochina, damages the Japanese tanker Eiyo Maru.  
 

U.S. submarine Hawkbill, attacks a Japanese convoy northwest of Singapore, 
Malaya, sinking the cargo ship Daizen Maru. Although Hawkbill claims the 
sinking one other cargo vessel, the two ships in company with the lost freighter, 
Kanto Maru and Nankai Maru, survive unscathed.  

 
 U.S. submarine Pargo, South China Sea, sinks the Japanese destroyer Nokaza. 
 This kill marks the last Japanese destroyer sunk by an American submarine 

during World War II. 
 
 U.S. submarine Pintado is damaged by aerial bomb, Gulf of Siam but remains on 
 patrol.  
 

U.S. submarine Sunfish has to abort her patrol when she has a collision with an  
unsighted ice floe that bent both periscopes. 
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese tanker with deck gunfire  
in the Malacca Strait a stretch of water between the peninsula of Malay and the  
Dutch East Indies  island of Sumatra.  
 
German submarine U-862 arrives at Singapore, Malaya, for an overhaul after  
circumnavigating the continent of Australia. 

 
 Mine sink the Japanese ship Rozan Maru below Taku, China.  
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Mine sink Japanese cargo vessel No.34 Kashiwa Maru off Surabaya East Java, 
Dutch East Indies.  

 
In the Mariana Islands, Guam-based B-24s from the 7th Army Air Force while on 
armed U.S. Marines capture airfield Number 1 on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island 
chain. 
 flight bombs Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima 
Island during the night. B-24s flying individual raids bomb the town of Okimura 
on Chichi Jima and the airfield on Chichi Jima on Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands.  
 
44 P-47s, from the 10th Army Air Force, fly close support strikes in the Mongmit 
battle sector in Burma as eight P-47s fly support for Allied ground forces in the 
Namhsan area of Burma; 13 P-38s severely damage a bridge at Mong Long, 
Burma; close to 100 P-47s and P-38s pounds enemy troop concentrations, supply 
and ammunition dumps behind enemy lines.  

  
34 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force attack Japanese run locomotives, railroad 
cars, and other targets at Tsingtao and Puchi in China. About 30 aircraft hits rail 
and river traffic at Changsha to Siangtan, China. 

  
FEAF's B-24s bombs the runways and warehouse at Jesselton airfield on the north 
coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. Buildings at the city of Puerto Princesa 
located in the western island of Palawan, Philippines, and underground 
installation on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon are hammered. B-25s 
over Formosa blasts the town of Choshu, and also assault the railroad yards, 
vehicles, railway rolling stock, and buildings. 

 
FEBRUARY 21 

 U.S. Navy land base aircraft and Army planes bomb and strafe Japanese 
 installations on Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 
 
 Fighters and torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack targets on 
 Babelthuap in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands.  
 
 Neutralizing raids continue by Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two in the 
 Marshall Islands.  
 

U.S. carrier planes sweep over Chichi Jima’s airfield, Bonin Islands, to prevent 
them from being used for staging attacks against the fleet off Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Island chain. 

In Burma the British Fourteenth Army breaks out of the Irrawaddy River 
bridgeheads and begins the re-conquest of central Burma, columns move towards 
Mandalay and the important rail and road communications center at Meiktila, 
Burma. 
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The British 36th Division, in northern Burma, breaks through enemy positions at 
Myitson.  

The 17th Indian with tank support units begin to break out of the bridgehead at 
Myaungu, Burma, and pushes towards Meiktila, Burma.   

Farther north in Burma, the British 2nd Division crosses the Irrawaddy River near 
Ngazun, to line up with the 20th Indian Division.  

U.S. Army troops secure Bataan Peninsula on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

During the night the Japanese blow up a great amount of ammunition stored in the 
tunnels under Malinta Hill, Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
Philippines. 

Elements of the Third Marine Division begin landing on Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Islands, in support of the Fourth and Fifth Divisions.  

 
 The 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines begin their attack on Mount Surbachi, Iwo Jima. 
 

The Fifth Amphibious Corps secure the southern airfield on Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Islands, and make a general advance toward the island's central airdrome. 
Advance elements of the Fifth Marine Division on the western side of the island 
by-passed the southern ends of the airstrip's runways while the Fourth Marine 
Division push toward the center of the field directly from the south at noon. Gains 
are made along the whole line and are about 500 to 1,000 yards. The 21st Marines 
are committed in the 4th Marine Division zone. 50% of the U.S. Marine tanks 
have been put out of action. 

 
Kamikaze aircraft of the Special Attack Corps 2nd Mitate Unit sinks the escort 
carrier Bismarck Sea and damage the carrier  Saratoga, escort carrier Lunga Point, 
LST-477, LST-809, carrier Langley is damaged by a bomb, Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain. 

 
 Japanese mortar fire from Iwo Jima damages the tank landing ship LST-390.   

Collisions account for damage to the destroyer Williamson and tanker Suamico; 
 destroyer Bradford and tank landing ship LST-812; attack cargo ship Yancey and 
 heavy cruiser Pensacola.  
 
 LCT-175 founders and sinks in heavy weather off Merir Island, Palau Islands.  
 

U.S. Navy destroyer Renshaw is torpedoed by a Japanese submarine RO-43 south 
of Siquijor Island, Philippines. The submarine escapes a ten-hour search by 
destroyers Waller and Shaw around Siquijor Island.  
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 Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.72 and Coast Defense Vessel No.150 are 
 damaged in collision off Wenchow, China.  
 

Off the north-east corner of Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of 
China, U.S. submarine Bashaw and U.S. submarine Flasher attack a coaster with 
their deck gun, both subs scoring hits and share the sinking.  

 
 U.S. submarine Gato sinks the Japanese cargo ship Tairiku Maru in the Yellow 
 Sea off west coast of Korea.  
 
 Japanese tanker Eiyo Maru, damaged by the U.S. submarine Guavina the   

previous day, sinks off Cape Padaran, French Indochina.  
 
In the early morning the Kamikaze Special Attack Corps 2nd Mitate Unit takes off 
from the Katori Air Base at Asahi City, Chiba Prefecture, Eastern Honshu Island. 
After the aircraft refueled at Hachijojima Island in the Philippine Sea, south of 
Katori, the Japanese aircraft fly toward the American fleet near Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain. 

 
24 P-47s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Saipan in the Mariana Islands 
batters Pagan Island in the Northern Mariana Islands with napalm. P-38s from 
Guam in the Mariana Islands escort photo airplanes over Truk Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands and strafes aircraft on Moen Island in Truk Lagoon and attack the 
wharf on Falas Island, Truk Atoll. Three Guam based B-24s on armed 
reconnaissance flight bombs the airfield on Marcus Island located in the northwest 
Pacific Ocean. During the night six B-24s fly individual snooper raids from Guam 
against Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 
 
16 P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force provide close in support for Allied ground 
forces in the Namhsan area of Burma while 15 other do the same in the Mongmit 
sector of Burma. 100-plus fighter-bombers strike Japanese supply and troop 
concentrations as they make a sweep of roads along the battle line areas.  

  
In China 21 B-25s supported by 12 P-51s from the 14th Army Air Force pounds 
Taiyuan. A couple of B-25s and 12 P-40s hit Yoyang, China. About 100 aircraft 
on armed reconnaissance attack enemy troops, trucks, horses, railroad, river 
shipping, and other targets at  many locations throughout south and east China. 

  
B-24s of the Far East Air Force bombs Japanese positions in the hills near of Fort 
Stotsenburg at Barrio Sapang Bato in Angeles City north of Manila, Luzon. P-47s 
pounds Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon Island and strafe the Bagae-
Pilar Road, Luzon, and P-40s help ground forces at Marikina, San Mateo, and on 
Corregidor, Luzon. Basco, located on Batan Island, the northernmost islands of 
the Philippines, is hit by B-25s, A-20s, and P-38s. B-24s bombs Kudat airfield at 
the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, Dutch East Indies, and Sandakan 
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airfield on the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies while A-20s attack 
the Jesselton airfield and town on the north coast of Borneo. 

 
FEBRUARY 22 

 British troops land near Kangaw in Burma. 
 
 British troops take Ramree Island, Burma. 
 

The Seventh Army Air Force sends B-24s on armed reconnaissance from Guam in 
the Mariana Islands to bomb the airfield on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific 
Ocean. During the night six B-24s fly individual harassment  strikes against 
the Susaki airfield and the town of Okimura on the west central portion of Haha 
Jima, Bonin Islands.  Seventh Army Air Force bombers bomb the airfield and 
Omura town on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands and Okimura town on Haha Jima in 
the Bonin Islands.  
 
29 P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force fly support mission for Allied ground 
forces in the Namhsam area of Burma. About 100 planes attack enemy troop 
concentrations, gun positions, supply points, trucks, and animal transport in battle 
areas and behind enemy lines.  

  
19 fighter-bombers of the Fourteenth Army Air Force hits villages, tanks, and 
trucks from Hsiangcheng to Hsuchang in China, attack railroad traffic around 
Sinsiang and Linfen, China, hits river craft, trucks, and Japanese troops in the 
Chiuchiang area of China. A single B-25 attacks enemy convoys in the Siang-
Chiang Valley near Hengyang, China. 

  
In the Philippines 100 B-24s from the FEAF hits enemy troop concentrations near 
Fort Stotsenburg at Barrio Sapang Bato in Angeles City north of Manila, Luzon. 
P-47s strikes Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon. A-20s hits Japanese 
concentrations at Pugo northwest coast of Luzon by Lingayen Gulf and Baguio 
located in the mountains to the west of La Union Province, Luzon, B-24s bombs 
supply areas near Baguio while P-51s hits Angin at La Union, Luzon, and 
Marikina along the Pasig River to the east of Manila on Luzon in the Philippines. 
B-24s bombs Tarakan Island airfield off the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies and Labuan Island airfield in Brunei Bay northern coast of Borneo. 

 
The U.S. Marines on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands launch an attack northward 
toward the central airfield.  They encounter heavy fire from small arms, mortars, 
and automatic  weapons. At noon the advance slows through hard rain and during 
the later afternoon the Japanese organize a strong counterattack on both flanks. 
Marine artillery and U.S. Naval guns bring these concentrations under heavy fire 
immediately. 
 
The 3rd Battalion, 28th Marines, reach the base of Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima. 
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 During the night, a group of Japanese swimmers land on the western coast of Iwo 
 Jima to attack in the rear of the Marines lines. The Marines mop them up after 
 dawn. 
 

Just before 3:00 am a series of explosions rock Corregidor Island in Manila Bay 
of Luzon as Japanese in the tunnel committee suicide by blowing themselves up. 
As dawn breaks over Corregidor Island American troops attack Japanese 

positions. 
 

600 Japanese troops on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon stage a Banzai 
attack in an attempt to break through American line to get to the Top Side.  
Approximately a third breaks through only to be beaten back. 

 
Off Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, damage occurs when destroyer escort Melvin R. 
Nawman collides with LST-807 and LST-779 collides with pontoon barges.  

 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing are accompanied by torpedo planes 
that hits bivouac areas, destroys a bridge and sets a lumberyard on fire in the Palau 
Islands. Fighter attacks are also carried out on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline 
Islands and on Sonsorol Island in the Palau Island, Caroline Islands. 

 
 U.S. submarine Becuna sinks the Japanese tanker Nichiyoku Maru off Cape 
 Padaran, French Indochina.  
 

U.S. submarine Flounder fires of her four torpedoes at a Japanese patrol boat.  
Two of the torpedoes runs erratically and turns towards the submarine.  With 
skillful maneuvering the captain avoids being hit. 

 
Japanese fleet tanker No.2 Tatekawa Maru hits a mine and runs aground in 
Padaran Bay, French Indochina. 
 
U.S. Task Force 58 departed the Iwo Jima area of the Volcano Islands for a 
second air strike against Tokyo leaving Task Group 58.5 behind to provide night 
fighter protection for the Marines on the island. 

  
 
 

FEBRUARY 23 
U.S. Naval gunfire supported the Marines on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain, 
throughout the night and morning. Heavy carrier aircraft attacks are made on 
enemy defenses during the morning. Carrier aircraft destroy planes and damaged 
others on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
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U.S. Marine detachment from Company E, 
Regimental Combat Team 28, on Iwo Jima takes 
Mount Suribachi.  Later in the day a large American 
flag is raised on the top of Suribachi.  Photographer 
Joe Rosenthal of the Associated Press takes a picture 
that becomes the best known of the war. 

 
Third Marine Division lands on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands to secure the 
center of the island. 

 
After several days of artillery bombardment the U.S. XVI Corps opens their attack 
to secure Manila on Luzon in the Philippine Islands. 

                   
U.S. Army forces eliminate Japanese resistance in Intramuros, the old walled 
quarter of Manila, Luzon. 
 
40th U.S. Army Division begins their assault to destroy the remaining Japanese 
troops on the Zambales Mountains of Luzon, Philippines. 
 
U.S. 11th Airborne Division along with Filipino guerrillas liberates 2,000 
prisoners at the Los Banos Internment Camp at Los Banos, Laguna, Luzon, in the 
Philippines. 

 
A P-38 from Santa Rosa, California, shoots down a Japanese balloon over 
Calistoga, in Napa County, California. 
 
B-25s of the Fifth Army Air Force on anti-shipping sweep off French Indochina, 
attack the Japanese convoy HI-88-G and sinks the submarine chaser Ch 35, and  
damages the submarine chaser Ch 20 and small tanker No.35 Nanshin Maru off 
Cape Padaran, French Indochina 
 
26 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force depart from the island of Angaur Island, 
Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, to bomb the San Roque airfield inland to the 
northwest of Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippines. A couple of P-47s from Saipan 
in the Mariana Islands strafes Pagan Island in the Northern Mariana Islands chain. 
During the night, seven B-24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands fly snooper raids 
against the airfield on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands, and the town of Okimura on 
Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.  

 
Tenth Army Air Force's P-47s support ground forces in the Mongmit sector of 
Burma and near Lashio, Burma, hitting Japanese troops; 12 B-25s and over 120 
other aircraft hammer enemy troop positions, supply areas, road traffic, and 
ammunition dumps.  
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In China P-51s from the Fourteenth Army Air Force hits the railroad near Siaokan 
and attacks river traffic from Nanking to Hankow. Five B-24s sweep the Gulf of 
Tonkin, off the east coast of French Indochina, southern China, and Hainan 
Island's west coast, and the South China Sea, in an area from Singapore in Malaya 
to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to Formosa. 

  
 FEAF supporting Allied ground forces throughout the battle zones on Luzon. P-
 47s hits the Jesselton airfield while B-24s bomb the Sandakan, Lahat, Datu, 
 and Miri airfields. B-25s on shipping sweeps bomb shipping in Phan Rang harbor 

and hits a small convoy near Camranh Bay. 
 
 B-29s raids Tokyo, with incendiaries destroying one square mile of the city. 
 

PT boats sweep Coron Bay, in the Calamian Islands in northern Palawan, 
Philippines, destroying launches, lighters, a lugger, and setting fire to a large fuel 
dump.  

 
Off Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands,  shore batteries damage LST-684, LST-792, LSM-
46, and LSM-47; operational casualties damage hospital ship Solace, motor 
minesweeper YMS-361, and LSM-92; as well as submarine chaser PC-877 and 
LST-716; friendly fire  damages submarine chaser PC(S)-1461.  

 
U.S. carrier aircraft conducted an offensive sweep over Chichi Jima in the 
Bonin Islands.  
 
U.S. carrier planes from Task Force 58 begins strikes against islands around  
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
U.S. Marine fighters attacked targets in the Palau Islands in the Caroline Islands. 

 
U.S. submarine Hammerhead intercepts a Japanese convoy, sinks the escort 
 vessel  Yaku south of Cape Varella, French Indochina.  
 
U.S. submarines Flounder and Hoe bounce off each other while submerged at 66 
feet off French Indochina.  
 
British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks two Japanese sailing ships with her deck  
gun in the Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks two Japanese junks, a coastal freighter,  
and a barge with her deck gun off the west coast of Thailand. 

 Aircraft damages Japanese cargo ship Bizan Maru. 
 
 Turkey declares war on Japan effective Mar. 1, 1945. 
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FEBRUARY 24 

 In the Philippines, Japanese resistance in Manila ends. 
 
 U.S. 6th Division occupy Montalban and San Isidro on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 
 Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing set a fuel dump on fire and hit motor 
 transport equipment in the Palau Islands.  
 
 Navy search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing One bomb the enemy airstrip on Puluwat 
 in the Caroline Islands. 
 

U.S. Navy carrier aircraft of the Fifth Fleet attack military, naval and air 
installations in and around Tokyo.   

 
U.S. Navy battleship Idaho and the cruiser Pensacola shell airfield #2 on Iwo 
Jima in preparation for the Marines advance.  

 
 U.S. heavy cruiser San Francisco and the destroyers Colahan and Moale are 
 damaged by a storm off Honshu Island, Japan. 
  

In the Volcano Islands off the coast of Iwo Jima, destroyers Heywood L. Edwards 
and Bryant are damaged by collision; heavy weather damages LSM-202 and LSM-
241.  

 
The U.S. submarine Legarto off Kyushu Island, Japan, sinks the Japanese 
submarine RO-49. Also sinks the Japanese submarine I-371 and cargo ship 
Tatsumomo Maru off  Bungo Suido, Kyushu Island, Japan.  

 
U.S. submarine Trepang sinks the Japanese cargo ship Uzuki Maru north-
northeast of Mikizaki on the southeastern coast of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
The U.S. Navy conducts a rehearsal for the Palawan landing at Mindoro Island, 
Philippine Islands. 
 
British submarines, HMS Terrapin and HMS Trenchant, team up again to sink 
four Japanese coastal freighters using their deck guns, Strait of Malacca, 
connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun 
off Thailand. 

Mine damage the Japanese cargo vessel Kyuryu Maru off Bangkok, Thailand; she 
is later abandoned as a total loss and scuttled.  
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Aircraft, south of Wanshan Island, a part of Hong Kong Island and the Wanshan 
Islands of China, damages Japanese escort destroyer Nomi.  

 
 Japanese cargo ship Yulin Maru sinks after running aground near Qui Nohn, 
 French Indochina. 
 
 Egyptian Prime Minister Ahmed Maher Pasha is assassinated after reading a royal 
 decree  declaring war against Japan. 
 

In Burma the British 2nd Division crosses the Irrawaddy River at Nagazun in 
Burma. 

 
 Indian troops of the 17th Indian Division take Taungtha, Burma.   
 

28 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, 
Caroline Islands, bombs Ising on Mindanao, Philippines; three B-24s from Guam 
in the Mariana Islands bombs the airfield on Marcus Island located in the 
northwest Pacific Ocean. During the night, five B-24s flying out of Guam hits the 
Chichi Jima airfield in the Bonin Islands and the town of Okimura on the west 
central portion of Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. 
 
P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force support Allied ground operations near Lashio 
in Burma by hammering vehicle and enemy troop concentration. 12 B-25s and 
around 125 fighters strike targets behind Japanese lines. Transports complete 600 
sorties carrying men and supplies to forward areas. 

  
B-25s of the 11th Army Air Force fly a shipping sweep attack against 
Hayakegawa, Kotani Island, Kuril Islands. Returning, the B-25s sight and 
photograph Japanese bomb carrying balloon drifting in the upper atmosphere. 
 
The Fourteenth Army Air Force uses five B 24s on individual sweeps over the 
South China Sea and the Gulf of Tonkin claim sinking four ships. 

  
On Luzon, FEAF aircraft support the ground offensive, especially near Fort 
Stotsenburg at Barrio Sapang Bato in Angeles City north of Manila, Luzon. 
Fighters attack Japanese forces holding out on Corregidor. B-24s bombs 
Sepinggang airfield on the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan and 
Manggar airfield on the eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-25s in a 
sweep off the China coast, bombs the naval base at Ryukyu-Sho, Ryukyu Islands. 

  
In an all out incendiary attack 105 B-29s hits the Empire Dock area at Singapore, 
Malaya, destroying about 40 per cent of the warehouse area. This is the last 100-
aircraft strike of the XX Bomb Command will conduct. 
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The 3nd Marine Division begin landing on Beach Black, Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Islands. Charlie-Dog Ridge, a strongly defended area running along the southeast 
edge of the east-west runway on Airfield No. 2, is secured.  
 
The 2nd Separate Engineer Battalion rehabilitated a 1,500-foot strip on the north-
south runway of Iwo Jima’s Airfield No. 1. 

 
U.S. Marines start their attack against the Motoyant Airfield #2 on Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands.  Their attack is made in the face of intense fire from heavy 
weapons and rockets but they gain about 308 to 500 yards through a maze of 
interlocking, or mutually supporting concrete pillboxes, blockhouses and fortified 
caves. 
 
On Mount Suribachi U.S. Marines start clearing caves and gun ports.  Many  
Japanese save the Marines time by committing suicide. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 25 
U.S. Navy carrier planes of Task Force 58 attack aircraft factories and airfields 
near Tokyo under extremely adverse weather conditions. 

 
In the Marina Islands Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force strike 
blockhouses, and mortar and rocket-launching positions on the northern part of 
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. Eight B-24s, fly separate harassment 
strikes, batter the airfields on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands, during the night.  The 
airfield on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean is bombed by B-
24s. 

 
 In joint operations with the British and Chinese army forces, l6 P-47s of the 10th 
 Army Air Force support the British 36th Infantry Division in the Mongmit sector 

of Burma while 31 P-47s support the Chinese 38th and 50th Divisions near 
Lashio, Burma, and Namtu, Burma. Low flying B-25 takes out a suspension 
bridge at Namsang, Burma. Nine B-25s and 85 fighters blast enemy troop 
concentrations, supply areas, and road traffic behind enemy lines. 

  
 B-25s, supported by P-40s, all from the 14th Army Air Force hits sampans and  

buildings in the Puchi area of China. Three B-25s and 19 P-40s pounds the Isuho 
ferry and attacks river and road traffic from Siangtan to Hengyang in China. A 
single B-25 bombs a truck convoys south of Hengyang, China. Four B-24s, fly 
over the Gulf of Tonkin off the east coast of French Indochina, southern China, 
and Hainan Island's west coast and South China Sea, claim they damage on enemy 
two vessels. 44 P-51s and P-40s hit bridges and river shipping.  

  
B-24s of the FEAF bomb Takao, Formosa. P-51s hits targets along the Formosa 
coast. B-24s attack Japanese troop concentrations on east side of the Ipo River 
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north of Manila, Luzon, Philippines and punch Japanese positions between Ipo 
and Osboy River. B-24s bombs the Tawau, Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and 
Labuan Island airfields off Borneo. 
 
B-29s are directed to start night fire bombing raids against Japanese cities instead 
of daylight precision attacks on industrial centers. 172 of 229 B-29s conduct a 
heavy raid on the urban areas of Tokyo, located on Honshu Island of Japan; 29 
others hit alternates and targets of opportunity; this is the XXI Bomber 
Command's largest mission of the war in the Pacific and its first three wing strike 
against Japan.  

 
U.S. Navy search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing One bombed the enemy airstrip on 
Puluwat in the Caroline Islands. 
 
Navy search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two continue neutralizing raids against  
enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing set a fuel dump on fire and strike  
motor transport equipment in the Palau Islands. Other aircraft of the Fourth 
Marine Aircraft Wing set a building supply dump and fuel storage area on fire on 
Urukthapel in the Palau Islands.  
 
Marine aircraft attack targets on Yap Atoll in the western Caroline Islands.  
 
In Burma, the Japanese 33rd Army's 18th Division is ordered to move south to 
reinforce the 15th Army defending against General Slim's Fourteenth Army, 
which is closing in on Mandalay, Burma, from the west. 
 
Indian 17th Division captures Mahlaing in Burma. 
 
Just before midnight, a small group of Japanese aircraft attack on and around Iwo 
Jima in the Volcano Island chain causing little damages. Few of their bombs are 
dropped in Japanese positions.  

 
 U.S. Army troops capture the Intramuros Citadel, Manila, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

On Iwo Jima the 3rd Marines are committed to the battle and with bold action 
takes in most of No. 2 Airfield. 

 
In the Volcano Islands on Iwo Jima the Seabees start the reconstruction of the 
southern airfield. 
 
Elsewhere on Iwo Jima the Battle of the Meat Grinder starts. 
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 U.S. Navy destroyer Harrison is damaged by storm south of Honshu Island, 
Japan.  
 

In the Volcano Islands off Iwo Jima, collisions account for damage to LST-121 
which is accidentally rammed by LSM-140; LST-928 successive collisions with  
LST-713 and LST-764 and attack transport Fayette; submarine chaser PC-578 
damage comes after a  collision with  LSM-207; and attack transport President 
Adams with LST-370.  

 
Friendly fire damages the seaplane tender Hamlin at Iwo Jima. 

 
  Japanese shore battery damages LCI-760, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands.  
 
 Mine damage motor minesweeper YMS-275 off the Caroline Islands. 
 

Destroyers Hazelwood and Murray sink the Japanese guard boats No.1 Fuji Maru, 
Koki Maru, and No.5 Seiun Maru off Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific 
Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island.  

 
 U.S. submarine Flasher sinks the Japanese cargo vessel Koho Maru near Hainan.   
 
 U.S. submarine Hoe attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks the escort vessel Shonan 
 south of Hainan Island, in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China.  
 
 U.S. submarine Piper sinks the Japanese guard boat No.3 Hosen Maru.  
 

British submarine HMS Trenchant attacks Japanese a convoy in South Malacca 
Strait, sinking the cargo vessel No.9 Akiyama Maru.  Japanese aircraft bombs the   
Trenchant but she escapes unharmed.  

 
FEBRUARY 26 

 Japanese submarine I-368 is sunk by carrier aircraft in the Volcano Islands off Iwo  
 Jima using an acoustic homing torpedo. 
 

Units of the 8th U.S. Army on Leyte, Philippine Islands, complete the 
encirclement of Japanese forces on the northeast coast. 

 
On Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines fighting comes to 
an end with more than 5000 Japanese dead and 19 prisoners taken. American 
casualties are estimated at 1000. 
 
On Luzon U.S. troops from the XIV Corps attack on Mounts Mataba and 
Pacawagan are driven back by heavy machine-gun and artillery fire. 
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U.S. Navy carrier aircraft of the U.S. Pacific Fleet attack the island of Hachijo 
Jima, central Izu Islands in the Philippine Sea. 

 
Lieutenant General Millard F. Harmon, Commanding General, USAAF Air 
Forces, Pacific Area, departs Guam in the Marina Islands for Oahu in the Territory 
of Hawaii, via Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands, in his C-87 transport. The 
aircraft never reaches its destination. An extensive coordinated search by all 
services ensues for the next 20 days but fails to locate any trace of the missing 
plane or its passengers.  
 
Elements of the Third Marine Division fighting in the center of Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands, advance about 400 yards through extremely heavy enemy 
defenses and seize the high ground of the central plateau, by nightfall most of the 
island's second airfield falls into their possession. 
 
In the Volcano Islands, the Fourth Marine Division on the east of Iwo Jima and 
the Fifth Marine Division on the west advances during the day, the Fourth 
Division captures a commanding hill near the east coast. Marine artillery, naval 
gunfire, and carrier aircraft support the attack. 
 
Off Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, storm damages the heavy cruiser San Francisco, 
destroyers Benham, Colahan, Halsey Powell, John W. Weeks, Preston, and 
Stephen Potter; attack cargo ship Muliphen is damaged in collision with heavy 
cruiser Salt Lake City.  LST-760 and LST-884 are damaged by shore battery fire.  

 
U.S. Navy light cruiser Pasadena and destroyer Porterfield are damaged by 
gunfire from Japanese guard boat that penetrates task group formation south of 
Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
 Minesweeper Saunter is damaged by mine off El Fraile Island, Luzon, 
Philippines. 
 
 U.S. submarine Cobia sinks two small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the 
  Java Sea, however she is damaged by return fire from one of the Japanese craft 
  that kills one crewman and damages her radar equipment. 
 

In the Volcano Island chain aircraft from the escort carrier Anzio sink the Japanese 
submarines I-368, west of Iwo Jima, In an Avenger, from the aircraft carrier 
Anzio, the radar operator picks up a contact. As the plane passes over the contact, 
the pilot recognizes the shape of a diving submarine. The Avenger drops a pair of 
sonabuoys and then a Mark 24 "Fido" acoustic homing torpedo. The next day a 
large oil slick covers the area where the sub-marine RO-43 sank with all 79 hands 
west-northwest of Iwo Jima.  
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Carrier aircraft strafe targets in and around Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. Oil 
storage facilities are destroyed. 

 
U.S. Navy destroyer escort Finnegan sinks Japanese submarine I-370 south of 
Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain.   
 
Off the coast line of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands the I-370 is the first loss of a 
cargo sub converted to carry Kaitens. 
 
British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks two Japanese sailing ships with her deck  
gun in the Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 
 
Japanese cargo ship Zuisho Maru is damaged by gunfire, near Hong Kong Island, 
China.  

 
The Japanese garrison on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon sets off tons 
of ammunition and explosives stored in the tunnels under Monkey Point killing 
American troops and Japanese soldiers. The island still falls to U.S. hands. 

 
Thunderbolts of the Seventh Army Air Force strafe buildings and defenses on 
Pagan Island in the Mariana Islands. 

 
12 P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force support troops of the British 36th Division 
in the Mongmit area of Burma; eight others support the MARS Task Force (U.S. 
533rd Brigade) in the Lashio sector of Burma while others fly close support for 
the Chinese 50th Division troops near Namhsam, Burma. Eight B-25s, on a low-
level attack knocks out the bypass bridges at Mong Pawn and Loi-leng in Burma. 
Over 80 fighter-bombers and B-25s continue to hit enemy troops, supplies, and 
road traffic.  

 
In China 20 B-25s, some with fighter escort, from the Fourteenth Army Air Force 
bombs Ishan, Luchai, Siangtan, and hits the bridges at Chuchou and Loshan.  B-
25s attack several bridges, railroad tracks, and heavy port equipment at Ha Trung, 
China, along the Chu River, and at Hongay, China, and Haiphong, French 
Indochina. Other aircraft, flying over southern and eastern China and northern 
French Indochina attacks airfields, town areas, and river, rail, road traffic. 

 
FEAF's B-24s over flying over Formosa hits the Takao airfield while fighters 
strafe railroad targets. B-24s bombs Japanese troop concentrations around Ipo 
Dam area of Luzon and support American ground forces near Manila on Luzon in 
the Philippines. A-20s and fighters help ground forces at the Echague airfield in 
the center of Luzon in the Philippines, at Ternate Island in the Moluccas Islands, 
Dutch East Indies, La Trinidad in the mountainous area of northwest Luzon near 
Lingayen Gulf, and Antipolo laying east of Manila on Luzon, and hit enemy 
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troops near Fort Stotsenburg at Barrio Sapang Bato in Angeles City north of 
Manila, Luzon. A-20s, P-38s, and 47s hit Puerto Princesa on Palawan Island 
located between the Sulu and the South China seas, Philippine Islands. B-24s hits 
Manggar airfield on the eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies and the 
Sepinggang airfield on the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan. B-25s 
bombs the Zettle airfield on Sulu Island near the volcanic island of Jolo in the 
southwest Philippines  in the Sulu Archipelago, between Borneo and Mindanao. 

 
The 19th Indian Division starts a drive southward toward Mandalay in Burma as a 
part of a plan to distract the enemy from the main advance from Pagan. 

 
In Burma Indian troops of the 17th Division take Mahlaing and the Thabuktong 
airfield.  This will allow reinforcements for IV Corps to be flown in. 

 
 Syria declares war on Japan. 
 

FEBRUARY 27 
 Lebanon declares war on Japan. 
 

During the night several small-scale attempts are made to infiltrate through U.S. 
Marine lines on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain, which are repulsed. In one sector 
a movement of tanks and Japanese troops are broken up by artillery fire. A mortar 
support unit destroys two enemy ammunition dumps and gunfire from cruisers 
and destroyers off shore continued to harass the enemy. 

  
In Burma British armored division seizes the railroad town of Meihtila with its 
airfields. 

 
 British 17th Division is flown into Thabutkow, Burma, to assist in the attack on 
 Meiktila, Burma. 
 

U.S. Marines secure control of the airstrip on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain. 
 

Fighters and Torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy a bridge 
and other installations on Babelthuap in the Palau Islands and destroy warehouses 
on Yap Atoll in the western Caroline Islands. 

 
In the Volcano Islands off the coast of Iwo Jima, collisions account for damage to 
small carrier San Jacinto and  tanker Merrimack; destroyer Colhoun and attack 
transport Knox; LST-121 and  attack cargo ship Starr; LST-809 and LST-224; 
Japanese shore battery fire damages the attack cargo ship Leo and LST-884; 
mortar fire accounts for damage to medium landing ship LSM-92.  

 
 U.S. submarine Bashaw and U.S. submarine Flasher sinks a pair of sampans with  
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their deck gun east of Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China 
then goes off on her own. 
 
U.S. submarine Blenny, attacking a Japanese convoy off French Indochina, sinks   
the tanker Amato Maru off Cape Padaran off French Indochina in the South China 
Sea.  

 
 U.S. submarine Scabbardfish sinks the Japanese guard boat No.6 Kikaku Maru, 
 northeast of Keelung, Formosa.  
 

German U-862 arrives in Singapore, Malaya. 
 

The Philippine Commonwealth Government is re-established in Manila on Luzon 
as General MacArthur turns it over to President Osmena. 

 
Organized resistance ends on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon in the 
Philippine Islands. 

 
U.S. Army troops land on Verde Island between the islands of Luzon and 
Mindoro, Philippines. 

 
On Luzon Mount Pacawagon is secured by the 63rd Infantry.  On Mount Mataba 
Japanese counterattacks force the abandonment of the area. 

 
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force blast 
pillboxes, artillery emplacements, blockhouse, and mortar positions on part of Iwo 
Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 22 B-24s from Angaur Island in the Palau 
Islands bombs Daliao aerodrome located at Digos on the southern coast of 
Mindanao, Philippines and Libby airfield on Mindanao Island, Philippines. 
During the night, B-24s flying out of Guam, Mariana Islands, bombs the airfields, 
radio stations, and the town of Okimura on the west central portion of Haha Jima, 
Bonin Islands. 

 
18 P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force support Allied ground forces in the Mongmit 
area of Burma; others knock out a small bypass bridge at Hay-ti, Burma. About 
100 fighter-bombers attack Japanese troop concentrations, supplies dumps, gun 
positions, elephant transports, and road traffic.  

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force uses B-25s to take out bridges and damage two  
others in north French Indochina; 12 others bombs Ishan and Hwaiyuanchen in 
China. Four B-24s flying over the Gulf of Tonkin, off the east coast of French 
Indochina, southern China, and Hainan Island's west coast, and the South China 
Sea, an area from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to 
Formosa, attack shipping. 19 aircraft hits barracks close to Ishan, China, 15 
attacks the Kiungshan airfield on the coast of Hainan Island, 12 hits the Yoyang 
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area of China, 23 hits targets around Kiyang, China, and 30 others hits scattered 
targets at other points in southern and eastern China. 

 
B-24s, A-20s and P-38s from the Far East Air Force strike Puerto Princesa in the 
western island of Palawan, Philippines, in preparation for the next day amphibious 
landings. P-51s bombs Baguio n the mountains to the west of La Union Province, 
Luzon, Philippines. On Mindanao in the Philippines  P-38s and USMC aircraft hit 
the airfields. B-24s bombs the Tarakan airfield off the northeastern coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and Jesselton airfield on Borneo. Takao on Formosa is 
hits by B-24s. Fighters sweep over the west coast of Formosa. Sweeping the 
China coast, B-25s hits a fleet of junks and sampans near Hong Kong Island, 
China.  

 
Using the full moon B-29s mine Johore Strait, Singapore, Malaya. A single 
Superfortresses drops mines in Penang Harbor off the west coast of the Peninsula 
of Malaya. 
 
Twentieth Air Force personnel of the 58th Bombardment Wing (Very Heavy) start 
shipping out of the Port city of Calcutta, India for Tinian Island and Guam in the 
Mariana Islands. 

 
FEBRUARY 28 

In Manila on Luzon in the Philippines, remnants of the Japanese force are 
contained in two government buildings. 

 
General MacArthur addresses the provisional Assembly of Filipino officials. 

 
 Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon is declared secure. 
 

In Burma the entire British 17th Division starts a heavy attack on Meiktila a vital  
communications center, serving all the Japanese forces around Mandalay in 
Burma.  
 
American Naval Task Group 78.2 lands Army troops of the 186th Regimental 

 Combat Team, Reinforced by the 41st Division on Puerto Princesa, Palawan 
 Island, Philippines unopposed.  

 
Fighters and torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing make bombing 
and rocket attack on enemy-held bases in the Palau Islands. Several fires are 
started, one bridge is destroyed, and a bridge and pier are damaged.  Corsairs 
bombs and strafes buildings, small craft and airfields on Ponape in the Caroline 
Islands. 
 
U.S. Marine aircraft continue neutralizing raids on enemy-held bases in the 
Marshall Islands. 
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Off Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, destroyer Bennett is damaged by aircraft bomb; 
destroyer Terry is damaged by shore battery and LSM-42, by mortar fire; 
collisions account for damage to the submarine chaser PC(S)-1461, and LST-641 
and LST-787.  

 
 U.S. submarine Tilefish sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun off the  
 Ryukyu Islands. 
 

British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks two Japanese sailing ships with her deck  
gun in the Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks two Japanese junks, giving her a total of 
18 for the month of February, with her deck gun off Thailand. 

In the Volcano Island chain on Iwo Jima the 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines, battles a 
Japanese counterattack.  
 
Units of the 3rd Marine Division on Iwo Jima, captured Motoyama Village and 
the high ground overlooking Airfield No. 3. 

 
In the Mariana Islands eight Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force 
hammer the Susaki airfield at the top of a hill on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
23 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands bombs the Sasa 
airfield on the southeast coast of Mindanao bordering Davao Gulf, Philippines. 
During the night bombers from Guam, flying separate harassment strikes, bombs 
the Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  

 
 28 P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force help forces of the British 36th Division in 

the Mongmit area of Burma. 75 aircraft pounds enemy troop concentrations, 
supply dumps, and road traffic behind the lines.  

 
In China a pair B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force attack in the Hsiang River 
Valley while two P-51s hit in the northeast of Hengyang in China.  

 
Far East Air Force's B-24s strike the airfields at Sandaken on the northeastern 
coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and Labuan Island off the coast of Borneo. B-
24s bomb Caldera Point east of Zamboanga on Mindanao, Philippines, and B-25s 
hits the San Roque airfield inland to the northwest of Zamboanga on Mindanao, 
Philippines. B-25s fly napalm raid against the Sanga Sanga airfield at the 
southwest end of the Tawi Tawi Island chain near Boreno, Dutch East Indies. 
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UNITED STATES NAVY CAPITOL SHIPS 1941-1945 
Type of Ship 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 

Aircraft Carriers 7 4 19 25 28 
Escort Carriers 1 12 35 65 75 
Battleships 17 19 21 23 23 
Cruisers 37 39 48 61 72 
Destroyers 171 224 332 364 377 
Submarines 112 133 172 230 232 
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MARCH 1  
U.S. carrier aircraft, Task Force 58, attacks military, naval and air installations 
and shipping in the Nansei Shoto Islands of the Ryukyu Islands, Amami Island 
part of the Satsunan Islands, a group of islands in the Ryukyu Archipelago, Kume 
Jima in the Ryukyu Islands, Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Tokuno Jima Island 
in the Tokuno Islands group, and Okinoyerabu Jima in the Amami Islands north 
of Okinawa. Planes sink the torpedo boat Manazuru off Okinawa.  
 
U.S. Navy cruisers and destroyers shell Okino Daito Jima, southeast of Okinawa 
Island, 450 miles from Kyushu Island, Japan in the closest surface attack to the 
Japanese homeland made by the fleet up to this time.  

 
 U.S. Army troops lands 

    on and overrun Lubang 
Island, Philippines.  

    
U.S. Marines on Iwo 
Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain advance 
northward   to occupy 
the western end of the 
Island's northern airstrip 
moving their lines in the 
Western and Central 
sectors forward and 
making smaller gains 
on the Eastern side of 
the Island. The village 
of Motoyama and 
airfield #2 fall to the 
Marine’s advance. 

 
Fighters and torpedo 

planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroys a bridge in the Palau Islands.  
 
 Navy Search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs and strafes airfield 
 installations on Wake Island in the Central Pacific.  
 
           United States Task unit consisting of destroyer Cony, destroyer escort Formoe,  
           minesweepers Salute, Sentry, and two infantry landing craft (LCI), begin to 

investigate a possible fleet anchorage and determine composition of  Japanese  
forces in the vicinity of Baler Bay in the northeastern part of Luzon Island, 
Philippines. Army scouts and interpreters are embarked for use ashore.  
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During the night, U.S. Navy carrier aircraft makes bombing and rocket attacks on 
Omura Town and the airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  

 
 U.S. submarine Kete departs Guam for second war patrol.  She is to submit 

special weather reports, and to carry out rescue service during an air strike by 
carrier based planes.  Contact will be maintained with her until March 20th, but  
she is never seen again. 

 

 
USS Kete SS 369.  U.S. Navy photo. 

 U.S. submarine Sterlet sinks the Japanese cargo ship Tateyama Maru. 
 

British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off coast of 
Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
Off Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, destroyers Terry and Colhoun are damaged by 
shore battery fire; LSM-59 by operational casualty.  

 
Japanese cargo ship Eijo Maru is sunk by grounding in Shihtao Bay, off Shantung 
Peninsula, China 

 
The 58th Bomb Wing, 20th Bomb Command, ground personnel leave India for 
Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. 

 
American carrier planes sink the Japanese minelayer Tsubame off Miyako Jima, 
largest island among the Miyako Islands of Okinawa. 

 
A U.S. submarine sinks a Japanese merchant ship loaded with supplies for Allied 
POWs, resulting in a court martial for the captain of the submarine, since the ship 
has been granted safe passage by the U.S. government. 

British submarine HMS Terrapin sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun in 
the Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea. 

Seventh Army Air Force: Seven B-24s from Guam assaults the Susaki Airfield on 
Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands; during the night, one B-24 hits Haha Jima, 
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Bonin Islands.  Five B-24s make separate harassment strikes on Susaki Airfield 
and the town of Okimura on the west central portion of Haha Jima in the Bonin 
Islands. 

In Burma, the Tenth Army Air Force sends 27 P-47s to support Allied ground 
forces in the Mogok area of Burma; Sixteen fly close support strikes near Lashio 
in Burma; 14 P-47s damage the approaches of the bypass bridge at Na-lang, 
Burma, but leave the bridge serviceable; about 100 fighter-bombers attack 
Japanese troops, supply areas, communications targets, a ferry landing, and general 
targets of opportunity along the battlefronts and immediately behind Japanese 
lines. 

Thirteenth Army Air Force begins pre-landing bombing runs against Zamboanga, 
Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
In China the Fourteenth Army Air Force uses six B-25s and five P-51s hammer 
the Southside of Ishan while17 other P-51s attack  the east and west sections of 
the city; Nine P-51s assault targets of opportunity near Chinchengchiang, China, 
while four others strike Japanese  troops and road traffic between 
Chinchengchiang and Hwaiyang, China. 
 
Headquarters of the 444th Bombardment Group (Very Heavy), Twentieth Air 
Force, begins a movement from Dudhkundi, India to the Mariana Islands. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force flies over Formosa and the Ryukyu Islands,  
bomb the Takao aluminum plant and Tainan airfield, Formosa, while other B-24s 
bombs the airfields at Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies, Labuan Island off the coast of Borneo, and Manggar airfield at 
Balikpapan, East Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and B-25s hits Zettle Field on Sulu 
Island near volcanic island of Jolo in the southwest Philippines  in the Sulu 
Archipelago, between Borneo and Mindanao.  B-24s sinks the Japanese tanker 
Eisho Maru in the Tonkin Gulf off the east coast of French Indochina, southern 
China, and Hainan Island's west coast. 

 
Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) 10th Air Fleet is ordered to provide reserves for the 
5th Air Fleet.  The 11th, 12th, and 13th Combined Air Training Groups are 
converted into operational units. Both the Third and Tenth Air Fleets are ordered 
to begin intensive training in special-attack methods. 

 
The Second Special Attack Force, former First Special Base Unit, for Kaiten, 
"Turning of the Heavens," at Hikari on the southern end of Honshu Island for 
conducting Kaiten attacks. Rear Admiral Nagai Mitsuru is assigned as the 
Commanding Officer. A Kaiten crew training unit is fashioned at Hirao southeast 
of Hikari, Honshu Island, Japan. This will be the first of four training centers. 
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Japanese Navy High Command formally ratifies the Army-Navy Air Agreement 
of  February 6th. 

 
The Japanese decides to send no further supplies to ground forces outside the 
home island. 
 
Badan Penyelidik Usaha Persiapan Kemerdekaan Indonesia (BPUPKI), a  
committee to prepare for Indonesian Independence, is announced by the Japanese. 
 
Chinese 30th Division occupies Hsenwi, Burma. 
  

 Saudi Arabia declares war on Japan. 
  
 Iran declares war on Japan. 
 

MARCH 2 
American cruisers and destroyers shell Japanese positions on Okino Daito Jima, 
southeast of Okinawa Island. 

 
 U.S. destroyers shell Japanese positions on Parece Vela Reef in the Philippine 
 Sea. 
 

Two bridges are destroyed and fires are started on the Japanese held islands of the 
Palau Islands after attacks by Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine 
Aircraft Wing. Fighter aircraft attacks enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands. 

 
Navy search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs the Airfield on Wake Island, 
Central Pacific.  

 
Off Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, light cruiser Biloxi is damaged by shore battery 
fire; destroyer  Bennett, by dud bomb or torpedo; collisions account for damage to 
attack cargo ship Stokes; LST-247 collision with attack cargo ship Selinur; LST-
224 with successive collisions with support landing craft LCS-52 and tank landing 
ship LST-634; collision with tank landing ship LST-784; and attack transport 
Berrien; cargo ship Hercules is damaged when she runs aground; LCT-1029 sinks.  

 
 Attacking in the center of the Japanese lines, the Third Marine Division drives   

seven hundred yards and captures Hill 362 on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain, 
Airfield No.3 is secured. 

 
In the Volcano Islands on Iwo Jima the first of the island's airfields is opened for 
transports to land. 

 
 Units of the 5th Marine Division on Iwo Jima, overruns Hill 362A. 
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U.S. submarine Bowfin sinks the Japanese transport Chokai Maru northeast of 
 Miyake Jima in the Izu group, southeast of Honshu, Japan.  

 
U.S. submarine Tuna lands Australian personnel of Z Force and 4400 pounds of 
stores near Labuk Bay at Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
U.S. destroyers shells Japanese on Parece Vela Reef, Philippine Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Clyde sinks a Japanese sailing vessel with set charges  
after boarding it in off the west coast of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
British submarine HMS Terrapin attacks Japanese Penang-to-Singapore convoy 
in Malacca Straits, between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies island 
of Sumatra, sinking the small cargo vessel Sanko Maru.  

 
 PBY attacks a Japanese convoy, sinking the transport/ferry Nichirin Maru in the 
 East China Sea east by south of Wenchow, China.  
 
 Japanese transport Kasei Maru is sunk by unknown causes off Shiogama, 
 northern Honshu Island, Japan.  
 

Japanese cargo ship Sekiyo Maru is sunk by aircraft off Nansei Shoto, Ryukyu 
Islands.  

 
 Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.13 is damaged by aircraft.  
 

Elements of the 41st Division, U.S. Army, lands on Palawan, Philippine Islands, 
and encounters the first enemy resistance near the foothills. Shortly after the main 
defenses on the island starts to crumble, and the surviving Japanese troops moves 
into the mountains to begin guerrilla activities. 

 
 MacArthur returns to Corregidor Island in Manila Bay of Luzon, Philippines. 
 

In the Philippines on Luzon in the hills northwest of Digdig U.S. Army forces 
overcame the Puncan Sector Defense Unit forcing the remnants to withdraw 
northwest into the hills. 

  
Seventh Army Air Force: In the Mariana Islands seven Guam-based B-24s makes 
daylight raid on Chichi Jima airfield, Bonin Islands, and five more bombs the 
same airfield and town of Omura during the night. 
 
In Burma the Tenth Army Air Force uses over 20 P-47s to fly close support strikes 
in the Mogok area; two B-25s damage ferry slips at Li-lu, Burma, while 10 others 
attack bridges at or near the Burmese towns of Tonglau, Na-lang, Mong Pawn, 
and Namsang; Nearly 90 fighter-bombers attack gun positions, troops, supply 
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areas, and highway targets of opportunity in the general battle areas and behind 
enemy lines. 
 
Three B-24s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force on sweeps over the Gulf of 
Tonkin, off the east coast of French Indochina, southern China, and Hainan 
Island's west coast, and the South China Sea claim two vessels sunk and three 
damaged. 
 
50 B-29s, Twentieth Air Force, are sent out to bomb the bombs enemy machine  
shops and warehouse area at the naval base in Singapore, Malaya; five others hit 
alternates on Bukum and at Arang Hill, and at Khao Huakhang, Thailand. 
 

 The Far East Air Force sends B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter bombers to hit 
 Matsuyama, Toyohara, Kagi, and Kato airfields. Other B-24s pounds Sepinggang 
 and Manggar airfields and the waterfront area of Sandakan. 
   

MARCH 3 
U.S. Army troops of the 8th Army lands on Masbate, Burias and Ticao Islands, 
Philippines, supported by naval gunfire and USMC planes. Only a small Japanese 
garrison is found, requiring only minimal naval forces for support.  
 
On Palawan Island, Philippine Islands, strong resistance is met by the U.S. 186th 
Infantry. 

 
The Battle for Manila, first and fiercest urban fighting of the war in the Pacific, 
comes to an end after a month of fighting.  The city is devastated.  An estimated 
20,000 Japanese defenders of Rear Admiral Iwabuchi Sanji’s Manila Naval 
Defense Force, assembly of IFA troops, IJN sailors, and marines have been killed. 
The U.S. Army has 1,010 dead and 5,565 wounded. Approximately 100,000 
Filipinos civilians are dead, deliberately by the defenders and by U.S. military 
force from artillery and aerial bombardment during the fighting.  
 
U.S. 35th Division takes over Digdig and prepares to attack enemy pockets of 
resistance in the Puncan sector of Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
17th Indian Division and 255th Indian Tank Brigade capture Meiktila, Burma,  

 cutting the Japanese supply lines. The Japanese are forced to stop fighting in the 
 north, and to try to clear their lines of communication.  

 
 The 3rd Marine Division clear Airfield No. 3, and Hills 357, 362B, and 382 are 
 captured on the eastern side of the Motoyama Plateau, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. 
 

In the Volcano Island chain Airfield No. 1 becomes operational on Iwo Jima after 
the Seabees complete their work.  

 



 1543 

Corsair and Hellcat Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing makes bombing 
and rocket attacks on Japanese held islands in the Palau Islands. Fighters and B-25 
bombers strafes and bombs airfields and other installations on Ponape in the 
Eastern Caroline Islands.  

 
U.S. carrier aircraft makes bombing and rocket attacks on installations in Omura 
Town on Chichi Jima and on harbor installations at Haha Jima in the Bonin 
Islands.  

 
 Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two continue neutralizing attacks on 
 Japanese held bases in the Marshall Islands.  
 

Attack transport Bolivar is damaged by shore battery off Iwo Jima, Volcano Island 
 chain. 

 
 U.S. submarine Sea Robin sinks the Japanese transport Suiten Maru off Malang, 
 Java, Dutch East Indies.  
 
 U.S. submarine Trepang sinks the Japanese gunboat No.2 Nissho Maru off 
 southern Honshu Island, near Mijake Jima, Japan.  
 

U.S. submarine Tuna lands supplies on northeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies.  

 
RAAF planes drop mines, of which 70% are American made and 30% are British, 
in Yulinakin Bay, Hainan Island, Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China. 
 
 Japanese tanker Hario hits a mine and sinks off Cape Bastian, China. 

 
In the Philippines on Luzon the city of Manila is declared secured by the U.S. 
Sixth Army. 

 
10 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands hammers 
the Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands in the afternoon , and four 
more, flying individual strikes, hits same field during the night.  Thunderbolts 
bombs airfield installations on Pagan Island in the Mariana Islands.  
 
24 P-38s and P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force support forces of the Chinese 
50th Division near Mansam, Burma. 16 support the British 36th Division in the 
Mogok area of Burma. 10 P-47s takes out the Nalang Bridge, Burma, while two 
B-25s drops delay-action bombs around the Loi-leng bridge, Burma. 10 B-25s 
join 80-plus fighter-bombers in an assault on Japanese troops, supplies, tanks, 
trucks, gun positions, and transport elephants behind Japanese lines. 29 of the 
fighter-bombers concentrate on the Kankang area of Burma. 
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Four B-24s, of the Fourteenth Army Air Force, fly over the Gulf of Tonkin off the 
east coast of French Indochina, southern China, and Hainan Island's west coast 
and South China Sea attacks shipping.  Three B-25s hits Kep, China, damaging 
several  

 locomotives and boxcars and bombs a bridge.  
 

One B-29 is shot down, another three damaged on attack against Singapore, 
Malaya. 

   
B-24s of the Far East Air Force (FEAF) strikes the Tainan area and Kiirun while 
fighters sweeping over Formosa.  B-25s bombs the San Roque airfield inland to 
the northwest of Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippines. B-24s and B-25s attacks 
Zettle Field on Sulu Island near volcanic island of Jolo in the southwest 
Philippines  in the Sulu Archipelago, between Borneo and Mindanao. Echague 
airfield in the center of Luzon in the Philippines, Ternate Island in the Moluccas 
Islands, Dutch East Indies, and Caballo Island located at the entrance to Manila 
Bay in the Philippines is bombed by A-20s.  B-25s bombs airstrip at Basco on 
Batan Island, the northernmost islands of the Philippines. 

 
MARCH 4 

American troops capture the Finance Building in Manila on Luzon in the 
Philippines clearing the city of enemy troops.  
 
The Seventh Army Air Force sends B-24s from Guam to bomb the Susaki  
airfield. During the night, B-24s makes separate harassment raids on the airfield. 
 

 100 fighter-bombers of the 10th Army Air Force attacks troop concentrations, 
villages, roads, tanks, trucks, animal transport, and supplies behind the battle lines 
running from Southwest to Northeast across central Burma.  

 
Aircraft of the 14th Army Air Force lay mines in Yangtze River of China; 
Japanese ship Wan Shih Maru is sunk north of Shanghai located in the Yangtze 
River Delta in East China.  

 
B-24s of the FEAF bombs the Sasa airfield on the southeast coast of Mindanao 
bordering Davao Gulf, Philippines, and Likanan airfield, Mindanao, Philippine 
Islands, the town of Zamboanga, Mindanao, and strikes against gun positions, 
ammunition storage, and other targets at Antipolo east of Manila on Luzon and 
Wawa, Bataan Peninsula of Luzon, supply dumps and the town area at Bamban 
Central Luzon in the Philippines, targets in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern 
region of Luzon in the Philippines, fortifications on Caballo Island at the entrance 
to Manila Bay in the Philippines, and airfields at Aparri at the northeast tip of 
Luzon, and Tuguegarao in the northern portion of Luzon. 
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192 Mariana Islands based Superfortresses attempt to attack the Musashino-Toma 
plant near Tokyo, Japan, however heavy cloud cover avert the bombing of the 
primary; 159 B-29s bomb the secondary target, the urban areas of Tokyo, and 18 
others strike alternate targets; One B-29 is lost. This termination of the Musashino 
strike is the end of XXI Bomber Command's effort to take out the Japanese 
aircraft industry through high-altitude daylight precision bombing.  
 
11 B-29s, staging from Luliang in China, mine the Hwangpoo and Yangtze Rivers 
and the Tai-hsing Narrows of China. 

 
 The first crippled B-29 makes and emergency landing on Iwo Jima.  This begins a 
 series of over 2,400 such emergency landings on the island during Pacific War.  
 

Corsairs, Hellcats, and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft 
 Wing set an ammunition dump, a supply area on fire, and damages a pier in 
 bombing and rocket attacks in the Palau Islands.  
 
 Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two strafes targets on Ponape Island in the 

Eastern Caroline Islands.  
 

U.S. Navy destroyers Yarnall and Ringgold are damaged in collision while 
simulating night torpedo attack.  

 
U.S. submarine Baya attacks the Japanese convoy HI-98, sinking the tanker 
Palembang Maru off Cape Varella, French Indochina. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tilefish sinks the Japanese fishing vessel Shiko Maru off  

Setsuko Saki.  
 
 British submarine HMS Clyde sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Kiku 
 Maru off western Sumatra Island in the Dutch East Indies with her deck gun.  
 

British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun in  
the Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off 
coast of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
British submarines HMS Trenchant and HMS Terrapin team up to sink the  
Japanese submarine chaser Ch 8. This action takes place in Malacca Strait, 
connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea, using their 
deck gun.  
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RAAF Venturas attacks a Japanese convoy off Soembawa Island in the Lesser 
Sunda Islands of the Dutch East Indies sinking the small cargo vessels No.3 Kiri 
Maru and No.4 Matsu Maru 

 
MARCH 5 

 In Burma, Japanese counterattack the Indian 17th Division and recapture the town 
of Taungtha.  17th Indian Division is almost cut off from Meiktila, Burma. 
 
In the Philippines in the southern region of Luzon the U.S. Army 11th Division 
starts operations to clear Balayan and Batangas Bays. 
 
U.S. 33rd Division is moving towards San Fernando from the south of Luzon in 
the Philippine Islands. 
 
Filipino guerrillas have taken control of the northern coast of Luzon from the 
western mouth of the Cagayan River to San Fernando except for Vigan. 
 

 B-25s of the 5th Army Air Force attacks the Japanese convoy SAYU-02, sinking 
the auxiliary submarine chasers Kasuga Maru, Ujina Maru and merchant cargo 
ship Shoto Maru off coast of French Indochina.  

 
Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands is battered by 11 B-24s of the 
7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands. During the night, five 
more pummel the airfield in individual snooper strikes. 22 B-24s from Angaur 
Island Palau Islands, Caroline Islands bomb the Matina airfield northeast of Davao 
City, Mindanao Island, Philippines.  B-24s bombs the airfield on Chichi Jima, 
Bonin Islands.  

 
 Approximately 50 P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force supports forces of the 

British 36th Division in the Mogok sector of Burma and forces of the Chinese 
50th Division  in the Mansam area of Burma. 46 P-47s and 12 B-25s hits troop 
concentrations in battle areas and attacks supply areas and road traffic. 

 
 A B-24 from the 13th Army Air Force sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine 

chaser Cha 110 in the Sape Strait, southeast of the Celebes Island, Dutch East 
Indies.  

 
30 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force knocks out bridges at or near the French 
Indochina towns of Phu Xuyen, Thinh Duc, Phu Ly, Ninh Binh, and Phu Lang 
Thuong and damages a bridge at Kep. Two B-25s, escorted by eight P-47s, takes 
out a bridge at Changtuikuan in China while four bomb Chikhom, China. 

  
B-25s of the FEAF hits the San Roque airfield located inland to the northwest of 
Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippines. On Luzon in the Philippines, B-24s with 
fighter escorts  assault enemy troops in the Antipolo area east of Manila on Luzon 
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while fighter-bombers dive-bomb San Pablo city in the southern portion of 
Laguna province, Luzon, Philippines, strike Fort Drum in Manila Bay of Luzon, 
attack Japanese troops west of Fort Stotsenburg, Luzon, and support guerrilla 
activity  northeast of Lingayen Gulf. On Formosa fighters and B-24s on armed 
reconnaissance attack targets of opportunity; especially railroad targets. B-25s hit 
Zettle Field in the Sulu Archipelago, between Borneo in the Dutch East Indies and 
Mindanao in the Philippines. 

 
 B-29s drops the first psychological leaflets on Japanese cities.   
 
  LST-642 is damaged in a collision off Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain.  
 
 U.S. submarine Bashaw attacks the  Japanese convoy HI-98 attacked by the sub 
 Baya the day before, sinking the oiler Ryoei Maru and tanker Seishin Maru off 
 Tourane, French Indochina.  
 
 U.S. submarine Jallao has her periscope rammed by a Japanese convoy escort. 
 
 U.S. submarine Peto is damaged by aerial bombs in the South China Sea off 

Hainan Island, in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China, but remains on patrol.  
 
 U.S. submarine Sea Robin, attacking a Japanese convoy in the Java Sea, sinks the   

gunboat Man-yo Maru, auxiliary netlayer Nagara Maru, and merchant cargo ship 
 Shoyu Maru.  
 

U.S. submarine Tilefish damages the Japanese minesweeper W.15 off Akuke Jima, 
Japan. Although run aground by No.51 Banshu Maru to facilitate her salvage, 
W.15 is later regarded as a total loss.  

 
British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks a Japanese sailing ship with her deck gun 
in the Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off 
coast of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 

 U.S. carrier planes sink the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 224 off 
Mako, Pescadores Islands located off the western coast of Formosa in the 
Formosa Strait.  

  
 Support landing craft LCS-127 sinks after grounding off San Clemente Island 
 California.  
 
 Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs and sets on fire an oil dump, a 
 supply dump, and a house in the Palau Islands. 
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MARCH 6 

After intense artillery bombardment of Japanese positions by the U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Marine artillery, since the Marines have landed on Iwo Jima, elements of the 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth Marine Divisions resumes their attack on enemy 
positions. 
 
On Luzon the U.S. Army starts a two-day artillery and air bombardment of the 
southern portion of the Japanese front lines near Antipolo, east of Manila on 
Luzon. 

 
The 186th Infantry Division of the U.S. Army is repulsed by the Japanese that have 
dug in on Palawan Island, Philippine Islands. 

 
Vietnam (French Indochina) declares its independence from the French. 

 
 Allied forces cross the Irrawaddy River 30 miles from Mandalay, Burma. 
 

In the Volcano Islands on Iwo Jima, the 15th Fighter Group lands with P-51s and 
P-61s.  U.S. Army Air Force fighters commence operations. 

 
In the Mariana Islands 11 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force again 
afflict damage on the Susak Airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. Five 
more hit the airfield during the night in separate strikes.  
 
In Burma the Tenth Army Air Force sends 31 P-47s to support the British 36 
Division in the Mogok area; 12 B-25s join over 60 fighter-bombers in assaults on  
troop concentrations, road traffic, supply and fuel dumps, and other targets of  
opportunity in the vicinity of the front lines and in areas close behind the 
Japanese. 

 
B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force bombs Chikhom, China. Approximately 
50 fighter-bombers strike supply storage, troops concentrations, railroad targets, 
as well as  river and road traffic around Hankow in China, along the Pinghan 
railroad, at or near the Chinese towns of  Kaifeng, Suchow, Hsuchang, Changsha, 
Yoyang, Liuyang, and Hengyang, and on railroads from Liuliho to Chengtung and 
from Tungpu to Tatung, China.  

  
B-24s of the FEAF pounds San Roque and Zamboanga areas on Mindanao, 
Philippines. Other bombers attacks the Antipolo area east of Manila on Luzon, 
bombs Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, 
Luzon, Philippines, and support guerrillas near San Fernando in the province of 
Pampanga, located in the Central Luzon region, Fort Drum on El Fraile Island in 
Manila Bay of Luzon, and Caballo Island at the entrance to Manila Bay in the 
Philippines. B-25s and P-38s attack Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the 
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coast of China and did considerably damage at the Samah airfield on the southern 
coast of Hainan Island off the South China Sea, French Indochina.  

 
Marine Corsairs and Avenger torpedo planes attacks targets in the Palau Islands 
and on  Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands.  Marine fighters strafe targets 
on Rota Island in the Mariana Islands.  

 
 Corsairs, Hellcats fighters, and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine 

Aircraft Wing destroys a bridge and sets buildings on fire with bombs and rockets 
on Palau Islands.  Strafing and bombing attacks are made on Ponape Island in the 
Eastern Caroline Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Bashaw sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun of the coast  
of French Indochina. 
 
U.S. submarine Rock picks up 15 survivors from the American Peter Silvester that 
was torpedoed and sunk on February 6 by the German submarine U-862 
southwest of Australia. 
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off 
coast of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft make bombing and rocket attacks on targets found on 
Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands.  
 

 
Imperial Japanese Navy Mitsubishi A7M Reppu / "Sam" 

 
Attack cargo ship Yancey is damaged by collision off Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain.  

 
 Japanese tanker Rikko Maru is stranded and sunk near Keelung, Formosa.  
 

Japanese cargo ship Hokusui Maru is sunk most likely by drifting Japanese mine 
off Otabe, Hokkaido Island, Japan. 

 
In Burma, aided by communication lines cut by guerrillas and the Mars Task 
Force, the Chinese 38th Division captures Lashio after a two-day battle. 

 
MARCH 7 
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Troops from the Japanese 7th Division counterattack the British IV Corps at 
Meiktila in an attempt to recapture the Burmese city. 
 
Chinese 38th Division fighting in Burma captures Lashio. 
 
In Burma the Japanese have cut the Indian 17th Division off in Taungtha  
 
U.S. Marines on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, attempts a rare pre-dawn attack on 
Hill 362C. 
 
In the Fifth Marine Division sector on the west flank of Iwo Jima, Volcano Island, 
the Marines moves forward about 500 yards on the left with lesser gains in the 
center and right side. The Third Division in the center advance about 588 yards at 
one point after engaging the Japanese in hand to hand fighting. Advances of 100 
to 200 yards are reported in areas of the Fourth Division sector on the east. The 
Japanese continue to resist with intense small arms and machine gun fire 
throughout the day. 

 
The U.S. Army 14th Corps is fighting against the Shimbu Group defense lines 
near Balayan Bay and Batangas in the of the south Luzon, Philippines.  
 
In the Philippines on Luzon the 127th Regiment, U.S. Army, gains control of the 
bridge leading to the village of Aringay and then the village. 
 
A seven man Australian team of Z force is parachuted onto Borneo, Dutch east 
Indies, to conducted surveillance, harassing attacks, and sabotage behind Japanese 
lines. 

 
Corsairs and Hellcats of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs targets in the 
Palau Islands setting buildings on fire. 

 
 Navy search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs and strafes installations on  

Wake Island in the Central Pacific.  
 

U.S. Navy task unit completes its work in the Baler Bay in the northeastern part of 
Luzon Island, Philippines and the Casiguran Sound area of Casiguran, Aurora, 
Central east Coast of Luzon, Philippines, having found both bodies of water to 
afford excellent anchorages; it encounters no mines in Casiguran Sound but 
sweeps Baler Bay. Not more than 100 Japanese troops are determined to be in the 
vicinity.  

 
Japanese submarine chaser Ch 51 is damaged by aircraft off Hachijo Jima, central 
Izu Islands in the Philippine Sea.  
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In the Mariana Islands11 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force attack the 
Susaki airfield and the towns of Okimura and target on Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. 
B-24s bombs Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 

 
 P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force support troops of the British 36th Division in 

Mogok area of Burma and other P-47s help elements of Chinese 50th Division 
near Mansam in Burma. 12 B-25s and 35 fighter-bombers go after target very 
close behind Japanese defensive lines. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: Eight B-25s are send out to come into contact with a 
reported convoy, but are forced to abort due to weather; Eight B-24s are sent on a 
shipping sweep and a attack on Kataoka, Shimusha in the Kuril Islands 

  
 B-25s and P-40s of the 14th Army Air Force blasts railroad targets North of  

Kiaotow, China. A lone B-25s batters a truck convoys in the Hsiang River Valley 
of China, the waterfront at Changsha, China, and a bridge and other targets of 
opportunity along the tracks of the Pinghan railroad; Over 130fighter-bombers 
strike numerous targets throughout the south and eastern China, concentrating on 
railroad, road, and river targets in the areas around the Chinese cities of Nanking, 
Yoyang, Sintsiang, and Changsha. 

  
Far East Air Force sends B-24s to hits the Balete Pass that joins the provinces of 
Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines. A-20s and fighter-bombers 
batter Japanese troop concentrations and gun positions near Antipolo east of 
Manila on Luzon and near the city of San Fernando in the Central Luzon region, 
Philippines, northwest of Fort Stotsenburg at Barrio Sapang Bato in Angeles City 
north of Manila, Luzon, and in the Bayombong-Solano area of North Central 
Luzon, Philippines, and targets of opportunity in the Lake Taal area in the 
province of Batangas, on the island of Luzon in the Philippines, the towns of 
Santa Fe in the Cagayan Valley region in central northern Luzon, Lallo in 
Northern Luzon and Vigan on the western coast of Luzon Island, Philippine 
Islands, and on Caballo at the entrance to Manila Bay in the Philippines; 
numerous ground support missions are flown throughout Luzon. 
 
At Admiral Nimitz headquarter, in a conference, XXI Bomber Command consent 
to commence its pre-Okinawa campaign with maximum strikes against Honshu 
Island airfields, Japan. 
 
Lebanon declares war on Japan. 

  
MARCH 8 

Using a low altitude night attacks, General LeMay counts on surprise raid on 
Tokyo. 
 
Planes of the 5th Army Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo ship I Shima Maru. 
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Four B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bombs 
the Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands through heavy cloud 
layers.   
 
In Burma the Tenth Army Air Force sends out, 20 P-47s to support the British 36 
Division; 40 fighter-bombers attack Japanese  troop concentrations and supply 
areas along the battlefront and behind the their lines; 39 others sweep roads south 
of the bomb line, attacking gun positions and other targets of opportunity. 
 
34 B-24s supported by 21 P-51s, of the 14th Army Air Force bombs 
Shihkiachwang, China. 16 B-25s and six P-40s assaults railroad tracks, boxcars, 
gun positions, sampans, and locomotives, also takes out two bridges and damages 
another, and destroys and damages several locomotives at or near the Chinese 
towns of Hengshan, Yehhsien, Lohochai, and Chungmow.  B-24 damages the 
Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.69 southeast of Hainan Island in the Gulf of 
Tonkin off the coast of China.   

 
34 B-24s supported by 21 P-51s, of the 14th Army Air Force bombs 
Shihkiachwang, China. 16 B-25s and six P-40s assaults railroad tracks, boxcars, 
gun positions, sampans, and locomotives, also takes out two bridges and damages 
another, and destroys and damages several locomotives at or near the Chinese 

towns of Hengshan, Yehhsien, Lohochai, and 
Chungmow.  B-24 damages the Japanese Coast 
Defense Vessel No.69 southeast of Hainan Island 
in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China.  B-
24s attacks Japanese shipping in the Andaman 
Sea southeast of the Bay of Bengal, south of 
Burma, west of Thailand and east of the 
Andaman Islands, India, sinking the cargo vessel 
Hoyo Maru. P-51s attacks Japanese shipping in 
the Yangtze River, off  Hankow, China, sinking 
cargo vessel Toyo Maru the ex-Chinese Tang 

Yang.  
Air Force General Curtis E. LeMay.  USAF photo. 

B-24s of the FEAF hits the Zamboanga area of Mindanao, Philippines. While B-
24s attacks road targets at Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and 
Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, while A-20s help guerrilla forces in the San 
Fernando area in the Central Luzon region, Philippines.  B-24s bombs Japanese 
shipping at Hong Kong Island, China, sinking guard boat Hyushin Maru off St. 
John Island off Singapore, Malaya.  

 
First detachment of officers and enlisted men arrive from the XX Air Force, Iwo 
Jima, Volcano Island chain. 
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U.S. Navy carrier aircraft makes rocket and strafing attacks on the Japanese Naval 
base and airfield at Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  
 
B-25s of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing strafes and bombs small craft and 

 buildings at Kusaie Island, Caroline Islands, and Ponape Island in the Eastern 
 Caroline Islands.  
 
 Japanese guard boat No.3 Daikoku Maru is sunk by U.S. aircraft east of Ogari 
 Jima, Japan.  
 
  U.S. Navy PBM's bombs a Japanese convoy, sinking the cargo vessel No.21  
 Yusen Maru off Chinman Tao, Formosa.  
  
 Japanese cargo vessel Kwan-Shan Maru is sunk by mine off Kiangyin, China. 
 
 

The Burmese National Army declares war on Japan. 
 
The 2nd British and 20th Indian Divisions start to break out of their bridgeheads 
over the Irrawaddy River to the west of Mandalay, Burma. 
 
American minesweepers begin sweeping for mines off Zamboanga, Mindanao, 
Philippines. 
 
British submarine HMS Scythian sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun off 
the coast of Burma. 
 
272 former members of the Cabanatuan POW Camp, rescued by the 6th Rangers, 
arrive in San Francisco, California. 
 
In the Volcano Islands 1500 Japanese troops on the southern end of Iwo Jima 
attempt a Banzai Charge but are driven back by the 4th Marine Division. 
 
U.S. Army unit starts coming ashore at Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, to replace the 
Marines. 

 
American military on Iwo Jima note that front line troops are observing that more 
enemy soldiers are committing suicide. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines, the U.S. 1st Cavalry and the 6th Division of the XIV 
Corps make advancement against Antipolo east of Manila on Luzon through the 
Shimbu Line. 
 
On Luzon U.S. Army troops of the 127th Infantry Regiment captures Mount 
Magabang. 
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Organized Japanese resistance stops on Palawan Island, Philippines.  The Islets of 
Balabac, Busuanga, and Pandanan are captured. 

 
Japanese destroy the jetty at the town of Zambonga, Mindanao, Philippines. 

 
MARCH 9 

The French government in French Indochina (Vietnam) receives an ultimatum 
from the Japanese demanding that all French and Indochinese forces be placed  
under Japanese control. The Japanese, without waiting for the French to reply, 
begin to seize government buildings, banks, and radio stations.  They also 
go about disarming French forces in the country. Bao Dai, the Nguyen  
ruler under the French, is retained as emperor, and a puppet government is 
set up with Tran Trong Kim as prime minister for the Empire of Annam. The 
Japanese revoked the Franco-Vietnamese Treaty of Protectorate of 1883, which 
had made French Indochina a protectorate under the French government, and 
declares the independence of Vietnam under the Japanese.  Japanese troops of the 
38th Army start attacking the French garrisons in French Indochina in Operation 
Mei-go to remove all vestiges of Vichy rule. Just before midnight Japanese 
soldiers enter the governor general's palace and arrested Admiral Decoux.  This 
ends 100 years of French rule in Indochina. 

 
Units of the Indian 19th Division enters Mandalay, Burma, captures the Ogo 
railway and Mandalay Hill.  
 
By nightfall elements of the Third Marine Division makes it to the northeast beach 
on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain separating the Japanese into two groups, 
instead of one.  
 
During the night the 4th Marine Division repulses a Japanese suicide attack in 
which the enemy has placed demolition charges to their belts to help to 
penetration the Marine lines as they throw themselves on to the positions. 
 
Fighter and torpedo aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack targets in 
the Palau Islands.  
 

 Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs runways and other installations 
 on Wake Island in the Central Pacific. 

 
U.S. Navy begins clearing Manila Harbor, Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines, of 
sunken ships and mines. 
 
American PT boats initiate working directly with aircraft as they patrol along the 
beach of Zambonga on Mindanao, at Basilan Island in the Philippines, and South 
to the Sulu Archipelago and over to the southwest in Isabela Channel, between 
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Basilan Island and Malamaui Island, Southern Philippines.  Their purpose is to rid 
the region of Shinyo suicide boats as well as Japanese PT boats that could 
endanger an upcoming invasion. 
 
British submarine HMS Trenchant sinks a Japanese tug and as well as the barge it 
is pulling with her deck gun in the Strait of Malacca connecting the Andaman Sea, 
Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
In the Mariana Islands 13 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force flies a 
daylight strike on Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands while five 
more, on single-bomber raids, hits the airfield during the night. 24 Angaur Island, 
Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, based B-24s pounds the town of Zamboanga, 
Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, 16 P-47s assist elements of the Chinese 50th  
Division near Mansam.  Over 80 fighter-bombers attack Japanese position in 
front, over, and behind their lines of defense hitting trucks, horses and carts, 
troops, and artillery pieces. 
 

 32 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force, escorted by five P-51s, blast the railroad 
yards at Sinsiang, China. 15 B-25s and two P-40s take out two bridges at 
Hwaiyuanchen and east of Jungtse, China, and blast railroad targets Yehhsien, 
China, at Chowkiakow in China, at Hsuchang, China, and East of Junan, China. 

  
B-24s from the Far East Air Force bombs Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippines. B-
25s in cooperation with PT boats, assault targets on Basilan Island, Southern 
Philippines. B-24s hits the Ipo area of north of Manila, Luzon, Philippines, B-25s 
and fighter bombers support ground forces east of Manila Bay, Luzon, they also 
hit the Japanese occupied areas at Mahiga in Cebu City, Cebu Island, Philippines, 
Lipa Bay in southwestern Luzon and east by the South China Sea, Philippine 
Islands, and Ternate Island, Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies, and bombs and 
strafes targets on Caballo Island at the entrance to Manila Bay in the Philippines. 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter bombers hits the bridges at Bayombong in North 
Central Luzon, the towns of Makati at the center of Metro Manila, Luzon, 
Cabugao on the northwestern coast of Luzon on the South China Sea, and 
Cauayan in northeastern Luzon, San Fernando in the Central Luzon region, 
Philippines, and Solvec Cove area north of San Fernando, town of Cauayan 
northeastern Luzon, and Aparri airfield at the northeast tip of Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. B-24s hits the dock area at Takao, Formosa. 
  
A modification in the approach of B-29 attacks is instituted. It has been decided to 
bomb the four foremost Japanese cities, Kobe, Nagoya, Osaka, and Tokyo, at 
night from altitudes averaging 7,000 feet, mainly because of Japanese weakness in 
nightfighters and antiaircraft fire. Incendiaries will be used as a substitute of high-
explosive bombs and the lower altitude will allow a significant increase in bomb 
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load per plane.  B-29 crews are notified that they will be attacking Tokyo at night 
and that all guns will be eliminated except for tail cannons to increase payload.  
279 Superfortress drop 1667 tons of napalm and fire bombs on Tokyo. The 
firestorm that is started devastates the city, killing some 83,000 citizens.  Kobe, 
Nagoya, Osaka suffer the same results. 

 
A U.S. Army reconnaissance party lands on Dumaran Island to the northeast of 
Palawan Island in the Philippines and they find it unoccupied. 
 
Two companies of the U.S. Army’s 24th Division are flown on to Zamboango on 
Mindanao, Philippines, to help a guerrilla force defend an airstrip.   

 
MARCH 10 

The 3rd Marine Division on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, clears the center of the 
island.  

 
In the Volcano Island chain, the Amphitheater-Turkey Knob area of Iwo Jima is 
eliminated by the 4th Marine Division. 

   
 B-25s of the 5th Army Air Force sinks the tanker Seishin Maru off Tourane, 

French Indochina. 
 

10 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana islands hits 
Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands and 23 B-24s from Angaur 
Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands bombs Calarian airfield at the southern tip 
of the Zamboanga Peninsula, Mindanao, Philippines.  B-24s bombs the airfield on 
Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 

 
 P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force support forces of the British 36th Division in 

the Mogok area of Burma. 46 P-47s and P-38s clear the roads south of Mogok; 49 
others fly in and attack supply dumps behind the Japanese  lines, strike a bivouac 
near Nam-yang, Burma, and bomb a truck depot north of Mong Yai, Burma. 

 
 Five B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force bombs targets using radar on Kataoka,  

Suribachi, and Kakumabetsu on Paramushiru Island in the Kuril Islands with 
unobserved results.  

  
In China, 32 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force blasts railroad yards at Tsanghsien 
and Tehsien. 10 B-24s and four P-40s attacks Siangtan, China. 

 
B-24s and B-25s of the Far East Air Force flies over Zamboanga Peninsula area of 
Mindanao, Philippines, bombing the town of Zamboanga, Calarian airfield at the 
southern tip of the Zamboanga Peninsula, Pangasahan on the western area of the 
island of Luzon along the Lingayen Gulf and South China Sea, Port Holland on 
Basilan Island in the southern Philippines, Kulibato Point on the north end of 
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Basilan Island in the southern area of the Philippines, and Sibago Island. B-24s 
bombs the Ipo area north of Manila, Luzon, Philippines, and the Aparri airfield at 
the northeast tip of Luzon. B-25s and A-20s, supports guerrillas operations near 
San Fernando in the Central Luzon region, and bombs Cabugao northwestern 
coast of Luzon on the South China Sea. Also, B-24s bombs the Kudat aerodrome 
at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, Dutch East Indies and Jesselton 
airfield on Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
24 B-29s bombs the switching yards at Kuala Lumpur, Malaya.  Three others 
attack Khao Huakhang, Thailand, and freighter in the channel leading to  
Port Swettenham on the southwest coast of Malaya.  
 
279 B-29s, from Guam, Saipan, and Tinian in the Mariana Islands, bombs Tokyo 
with incendiaries and napalm killing more than 83,000 citizens and destroying 16 
square miles of the city, 27,970 buildings. Superfortresses will now bomb the four 
principal cities of Japan at night from 7,000, feet with incendiaries. 
 
A B-29 releases a dummy Atomic Bomb that is in the exact shape as the one 
being prepared for dropping on a Japanese target.  It contains a proximity fuse-
firing mechanism.  

   
 Premier Koiso expresses his sympathy for the Japanese people for their suffering 
 at the hands of the "most cruel and barbaric" Americans. 
 

U.S. Army having penetrated the Japanese first line defense at several points 
between Antipolo and Mount Baytangan on Luzon causes Major General Noguchi 
to withdraw the remains of the first line units to the second line of defenses. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines, Major General Sato orders the Imperial 1st 
Battalion, 75th Infantry, to withdraw and take up new positions in the vicinity of 
Naguilian, northwest Luzon near Lingayen Gulf. At the same time, the Hayashi 
Detachment is told to remain in the area of San Fernando in the Central Luzon 
region,. 

 
The 41st Division of the U.S. Army land three miles west of Zamboanga, the large 
peninsula of Mindanao on the southwest tip of Mindanao in the Philippines and 
the troops soon occupy its two airfields.  Attacking troops encounter only light 
mortar and artillery file. This operation is designed to cut the passage from the 
Sulu Sea to the Celebes Sea in the Dutch East Indies from the Japanese, Operation 
Victory IV. 
 
General MacArthur orders the Eighth Army to clear the island of Mindanao in the 
Philippines of Japanese resistance, Operation Victory.   
 
Organized Japanese resistance on the island of Palawan, Philippines ends. 
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In the northern region of Burma the British 36th Division captures Mongmit. 
 
Corsair fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs and strafes docks, 
small craft, and defense positions on Ponape Island in the eastern Caroline 
Islands. Large fires are started among Japanese defenses in the Palau Islands by 
fighters and torpedo planes. Marine aircraft hits targets on Yap Atoll in the 
Western Caroline Islands. 

 
 Japanese shore batteries near Zamboanga, Mindanao, sinking the LST-591, 

LST-626, LCI-710, and LCI-779.  
 

U.S. submarine Kete attacks a Japanese Kagoshima-to-Naha, Okinawa,  convoy 
north of Okinawa, sinking the transport Keizan Maru and cargo ships Sanka Maru 
and Dokan Maru northwest of Amami O Shima; Coast Defense Vessel No.44 and 
auxiliary minesweeper No.2 Shinto Maru carry out ineffective countermeasures.  

 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese costal ship with her deck gun 
off coast of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
Toyko declares Vietnam (French Indochina) to be partially independent under  
"Emperor" Bao Dai. Vietnamese resistance continues to the end of the war.  

 
MARCH 11 

During the night a regiment of the U.S. 6th Division fighting south of Antipolo, 
located east of Manila on Luzon, turn back several Japanese attacks. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines the U.S. 32nd Division fighting in Salacsac Pass on 
the Villa Verde Track is slowed by aggressive enemy fighting. 
 
U.S. 35th Division takes over Salazar on Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
U.S. Army troops of the 41st Division takes Zamboanga City, Mindanao, 
Philippines, soon after the Division attacks the Japanese 54th Independent Mixed 
Brigade, main defenses of the island. 
 
The 162nd and 163rd U.S. Infantry Regiments encounter strong enemy resistance 
when they attacked Japanese positions in the hills, overlooking the coastal plain of 
Zamboanga Peninsula of Mindanao in the Philippines. 
 
Along the Shimbu line on Luzon in the Philippines the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division 
is replaced by the 43rd Division. 
 
During the night U.S. troops lands on the Philippine island of Romblon 
unopposed. 
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The occupation of the Philippine islands of Burias and Ticao is turned over to 
Filipino guerrillas. 
 
Two of 24 Japanese land based attack planes flying direct from Kanoya, Japan, 
attack the U.S. fleet anchorage at Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands. They throw out 
tin foil chaff to mislead the American’s radars. They then dive and fly in close to 
the surface of the water. One Frances damages the carrier Randolph but its fuel 
tanks are so low in fuel that they do not explode into flames however the bomb 
destroys several planes, kills 26 men, and wounds 105. Salvage vessel Gear is 
damaged by collision with Randolph during fire-fighting operations. The second 
Japanese dives on to Sorlen Islet in Ulithi Harbor. 

 
U.S. submarine Segundo sinks the Japanese cargo ship Shori Maru off Shori 
Island southern Korea.  
 
PBM attacks a Japanese convoy in the South China Sea, sinking the water carrier 
Wayo Maru southeast of Macao on the western side of the Pearl River Delta 
across from Hong Kong Island, China.  
 
Japanese trawler Koko Maru is sunk by AAF mine in the Yangtze River of China. 
 
The Third and Fourth Marine Division drives through Japanese lines to capture 
most of the east coast of Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. The remainder of the enemy's 
garrison is compressed into a small area at the northern end of the island by the 
elements of the Fifth Marine Division.  5th Marines advances slowly against 
enemy caves and pillboxes despite using flame throwing tanks and tanks.  
 

 
Japanese Yokosuka P1Y7 Ginga Bomber "Frances." 

 
Emperor Bao Dai proclaims Vietnam independent from the French however the 
Japanese remain in control. 

 
 British 36th Division captures Mongmit, Burma.   
 

The Indian 19th Division of the British XXXIII Corps takes control of a hill that 
overlooks the Burmese city of Mandalay, Burma. 



 1560 

 
 15th Fighter Group starts regular attacks against the Bonin Islands. 
 

11 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands again 
hits Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands, while eight more, during 
the night, bombs the airfield individually. In the Volcano Islands, Iwo Jima-based 
P-51s also bombs Susaki and strafes Okimura of Haha Jima, Bonin Islands, and 
Kitamura on Haha Jima Island of the Bonin Islands.  Fighters bomb Chichi Jima 
in the Bonin Islands scoring hits on airfield and harbor installations.  Targets are 
strafed on Haha Jima.  Thunderbolts strafe and bomb installations on Maug Island 
in the Mariana Islands.  
 
14 B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force bombs stores, troops, vehicles, and 
ammunition dumps at or near the Burmese towns of Konghsa, Kwai-Kong, Man 
Kat, and Mong Yai. Four P-38s takes out a bridge at Mong Tong, Burma; Eight P-
47s assault Japanese troop concentration at Kyaukme in Burma; Over 30P-47s go 
after  targets of opportunity during a road sweeps behind Japanese lines. 

 
 Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs installations at Suribachi on 
 Paramushiru and Kataoka on Shimushu in the Northern Kuril Islands. 
 

B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force knocks out a bridge and hits numerous boxcars 
at Kep and near Don Met, French Indochina.  Five B-24s flying over the South 
China Sea and Gulf of Tonkin off the east coast of French Indochina, southern 
China, and Hainan Island's west coast claim a freighter sunk and another 
damaged; 10 P-40s and P-51s hit locomotives on the Tsinpu railroad and 
demolish three villages east of Lohochai, China 

 
B-24s of Far East Air Force bombs the Zamboanga area on Mindanao in the 
Philippines, Dona Mercedes village east of Davao City on Mindanao Island, 
Philippines, and San Roque airfield northwest of Zamboanga on Mindanao. B-25s 
hits Mercedes and in conjunction with PT boats, Isabela on Basilan Island, 
Southern Philippines, Barlak located on Zamboanga Peninsula, south of 
Zamboanga City, Mindano Island, Philippines, Taluksangay on Zamboanga 
Peninsula, Mindanao, and Headquarters North of Zamboanga are also hit. B-24s 
attacks the Aparri area at the northeast tip of Luzon, Philippine Islands, and help 
ground forces at Wawa in North Central Luzon, Philippines and B-24s bombs 
Mako. 

   
285 B-29s bombs Nagoya urban area on the Pacific coast on central Honshu 
Island, Japan, with incendiaries during the night at altitudes ranging from 5,100 to 
8,500 feet destroying 2.05 square miles. Six Superfortresses hit a secondary target; 
a single B-29 is lost. 
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 Corsair Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroys two buildings and 
 starts fires on Babelthuap in the Palau Islands.  
  

 MARCH 12 
 In Burma the Indian 20th Division captures Myotha, southwest of Mandalay. 
 
 Indian 26th Division attempts an amphibious end run movement to trap the 
  Japanese in the Arakan region of Burma. 
 

Seventh Army Air Force: 16 P-51s bombs and strafes Okimura on Haha Jima in 
the Bonin Islands. 13 B-24s flies a daylight strikes against Susaki airfield on 
Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. During the night, eight B-24s hits Susaki and 
Okimura. 24 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands attacks 
the Sarangani Bay storage area on the southernmost tip of Mindanao Island, 
Philippine Islands.  Fighters bombs and strafes targets on Chichi Jima in the 
Bonin islands.  

 
In Burma, 13 B-25s and 35 P-47s from the 10th Army Air Force hits troop 
concentrations, supplies, vehicles, and AA guns. 66 P-47s attacks transportation 
targets and a bridge during several road sweeps in central Burma.  

 
The 11th Army Air Force sends five B-24s to bomb Kurabu airfield area of 
Paramushiru Island, Kuril Island chain, northern Japan.  

  
The 14th Army Air Force sends B-25s to take out the Song Rang Bridge, French 
Indochina.  SixP-51s attack road communications at Hwayuan, China and bomb a 
building at Ha Coi, French Indochina. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hits Mercedes village east of Davao City on 
Mindanao Island, Philippines and Malabang located off the northwest coast of 
Mindanao Island. Other B-24s bombs Japanese troops near Ipo north of Manila, 
Luzon, Philippines. While B-25s hits enemy supply area at Bangued northwestern 
Luzon, Philippines, and troops at Pattao, Cagayan, Philippines. Over Formosa B-
24s with P-38 bombs Takao Tainan. P-51s also hits Tainan and bombs the 
Jitsugetsu power plants. 

  
44 of 49 B-29s of the XXth Air Force hit the oil storage facilities on Bukum, 
Samboe, Sumatra Island in the Dutch East Indies and Sebarok Island. A single 
Superfortresses bombs Arang Hill, Malaya however the results are poor inn both 
attacks.. 

 
Elements of the U.S. 11th Airborne and the 158th RCT occupy Batangas, Luzon, 
Philippines. 
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General Yokoyama concerned by advances by the American 6th Division that 
threatened to envelop both his flanks and unwilling to abandon his excellent 
defensive positions on Mount Mataba and Pacawagan, northeast of Manila on 
Luzon, decides to launch a counterattack aimed at the U.S. Division. 

 
MARCH 13 

U.S. Congress votes 354 to 28 to extend the Lend-Lease Act for one more year,  
but with the restriction that it not be used for "postwar relief, rehabilitation or 
reconstruction." 
 
U.S. Army barge PSB 111 runs aground on northeast side of Seguam Island 
Aleutian Islands, Alaska, but is pulled free by fleet tug Sarsi.  
 
U.S. Army troops attack Japanese positions in the hills overlooking the plain near 
Zamboanga City at the southern tip of the peninsula of Mindanao and run into 
strong resistance.  
 
In Burma the last rail line to Mandalay is captured, Maymo east of Mandalay, by 
the British 62nd Indian Brigade. 
 
Seventh Army Air Force: Six B-24s, from Guam in the Mariana Islands hits 
Woleai Atoll in the Marshall Islands while ten bombs Susaki airfield on Chichi 
Jima in the Bonin Islands. During the night eight more, flying individual strikes, 
pounds Susaki. 24 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands 
bombs the warehouse area at Sarangani Bay on Mindanao, Philippines.  Fighters 
bomb the airfield and harbor installations on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  

 
 Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs airfield facilities at Kurabu 
 Saki on southern Paramushiru Island in the Kuril Islands.  
 

Seven B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force flies over the Gulf of Tonkin off the east 
coast of French Indochina, southern China, and Hainan Island's west coast and the 
South China Sea.  B-24s and B-25s on anti-shipping sweeps off the China coast 
between Foochow and Hong Kong Island attacks Japanese convoy KAI-311, 
sinking cargo vessels No.12 Aikoku Maru, No.37 Kokoku Maru, No.18 Tarumizu 
Maru and No.34 Tarumizu Maru.   

  
B-24s of the FEAF hits targets in the Sarangani Bay area on Mindanao, 
Philippines and bombs the town of Lagao on Sarangani Bay, Mindanao Island, 
Philippines. Mean while B-25s hits sampans off Hainan Island in the Gulf of 
Tonkin off the coast of China, P-51s sweeps Samah airfield in French Indochina, 
B-24s hits installations in Formosa, and other B-24s bombs Mako. 

 
274 of 301 B-29s lays to waste more than eight square miles of Osaka on Honshu 
Island, Japan's third largest city by population, using radar and fire bombs, killing 



 1563 

13,000 with 678 missing, destroying 134,744 homes. Five other B-29s bomb other 
targets; two B-29s are lost. 

 
Fighters and torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroys 
buildings and destroys or set on fire three ammunition and fuel dumps on 
Babelthuap in the Palau Islands.  
 

 U.S. Marines make an unopposed landing on Kama and Kangoku Rocks west of 
 Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain.  
 
 U.S. submarine Bream sinks two small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the 
 Java Sea. 

 
Japanese submarine I-363 delivers supplies to Marcus Island. 

 
MARCH 14 

U.S. Navy Task Force 58 steams out of Ulithi Atoll in the Caroline Islands and  
heads north. Its objective is the Inland Sea of Japan, its mission is to prepare for 
the invasion of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands by attacking airfields and naval 
bases in the Japanese home islands. This task force is composed of 10 large 
aircraft carriers, six smaller carriers, eight fast battleships, 16 cruisers, and 12 
destroyers and other vessels. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyers Cotten and Dortch sinks the Japanese guard boats Futa 
Maru and No.17 Kaiko Maru off the Bonin Islands.  
 
In the Volcano Islands Lockheed twin-engine PV-2 “Harpoon” begins operating 
from Iwo Jim's Motoyama Airfield No.1, thus bringing Japanese guard boats 
operating off the home islands within range of rocket-firing planes.  
 
U.S. submarine Bream sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Keihin Maru 
using her deck gun, Java Sea.  
 
U.S. submarine Kete reports during the night that she had fired four torpedoes but  
missed a small Japanese cable laying ship, and that she had only three torpedoes 
remaining aboard. 
 
U.S. submarine Rock lands supplies on Lombok Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
U.S. submarine Trepang sinks the Japanese guard boat Kaiko Maru off Inubosaki, 
on Cape Inubo, near the city of Choshi, Japan. 
 
British submarine HMS Scythian sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun off 
the coast of Burma. 
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British submarine HMS Spirit sinks the Japanese auxiliary sailing vessel Ryuho  
Maru off Massalambo Island in the Java Sea.  
 
Japanese submarine RO-43 is presumed lost with all 79 hands off Iwo Jima. RO-
43 is the first IJN submarine lost during the Iwo Jima campaign. 
 
Coastal yacht Amethyst is damaged in a collision with the U.S. cargo ship 
Platte Park northwest of San Francisco, California.  
 
Official flag raising ceremony, at the V Amphibious Corps headquarters on Iwo 
Jima, marks the proclamation of U.S. Navy Military Government in the Volcano 
Islands. 
 
In the Volcano Island chain U.S. Marines starts mop-up operations against 
pockets of Japanese on Iwo Jima after considering the island captured. 

 
Admiral Nimitz proclaims that Iwo Jima has been conquered and that “all powers 
of government of the Japanese Empire in these islands are hereby suspended.” 

 
In Mandalay, Burma, only Fort Dufferin remains in Japanese hands.  19th Indian 
Division is still fighting in a stubborn and bloody house to house engagement in 
the city. 

 
Indian 62nd Division captures Maymo, Burma, last railhead before Mandalay, 
Burma. 

 
On Luzon, General Hall's XI Corps takes over responsibility for operations against 
Shimbu Group. 
 
On Mindanao Island in the Philippines, U.S. troops assault Japanese strong points 
on Mount Capisan. 
 
The Japanese Hayashi Detachment pulled in its outpost stationed in San Fernando 
of Luzon. Guerrillas units quickly followed up this withdrawal to move into town. 
 
U.S. Marine Corsairs flies into the newly captured Zamboanga airfield on 
Mindanao in the Philippine Islands. 
 
Corsairs and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroys a 
bridge, damages two piers, sets fuel dumps, and motor facilities afire in the Palau 
Islands. Corsair fighters continue neutralizing attacks on enemy held bases in the 
Marshall Islands. 

  
U.S. Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs Wake Island in the 
Central Pacific.  
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11 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bombs 
Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands while 23 from Angaur Island Palau 
Islands, Caroline Islands, hits Sarangani Bay supply area at the southernmost tip 
of Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands. In the Volcano Islands five Iwo Jima-
based P-51s strafes and firebombs positions on North tip of Mindanao. 16 more 
strafes and dive-bombs the Susaki airfield the town of Omura on Haha Jima in the 
Bonin Islands, and several gun positions on Chichi Jima. During the night five 
more B-24s fly individually strikes against Susaki on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 

 
 Three B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force in Burma takes out a bridge at Laihka  

while 11 others strikes Japanese troop and vehicle depots nearby. 20 P-47s fly 
close support for units of the Chinese 50th Division in the Mansam area of 
Burma. 39 P-47s hit Japanese troop concentrations, supplies and vehicles at 
Laihka and Namlan while 29 others sweep roads in the south of Burma. 

 
 The 14th Army Air Force sends three B-24s to sink a cargo vessel in the 

South China Sea. One B-25 and four fighter bombers impairs track sections near  
Tungyangchen, China. Four P-51s raids railroad targets near Chihsien, China. 19 
P-51s and P-38s blasts barracks area at Vinh Yen, French Indochina. 

  
B-24s of the FEAF bombs the Konel area near the municipality of Sarangani, 
Mindanao, Philippines, while B-25s and B-24s assault villages and AA positions 
near Zamboanga, Mindanao, and dock area at Isabela on Basilan Island, Southern 
Philippines. A-20s and numerous other fighter-bombers including some Marine 
aircraft, strike installations and defensive positions throughout Luzon in the 
Philippines. A-20s fly over Palawan and attacks Pandanan Island, Philippines and 
B-24s bombs Mako naval base, Formosa Island.  

 
Japanese cargo ships Shiraume Maru and Shirogane Maru sink after the fire bomb 
raids that lay to waste the heart of the city of Osaka, Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
MARCH 15 

American cruisers and destroyers shell enemy shore installations on Matsuwa, 
Kuril Islands. 
 
Neutralizing raids on Japanese held bases in the Marshall Islands are flown by 
planes of Fleet Air Wing Two.  
 

 Fighters and Torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy bridges 
and damages piers and other installations in the Palau Islands. Japanese held bases 
in the Marshall Islands is attacked by fighter planes. 

  
Radio installations, airfield, and harbor installations, on Yap Atoll in the Western 
Caroline Islands, is bombed by Marine aircraft.  
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U.S. submarine Bream is damaged by depth charges off North Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies and is forced to terminate her patrol.  
 
Two B-25 medium bombers work in association with PT-114 and PT 189 on a 
strike against Jolo City in the Sulu Archipelago of the Philippines.  The bombers 
hit supply areas and ammunition dump.  The PT boats shoot up two luggers, a 
barge, and smaller craft.  This operation wipes out all water transportation and 
stops enemy movement to other islands. 
 
British submarine HMS Scythian sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun off 
the coast of Burma. 
 
Japanese submarine chaser Ch 21 is damaged in marine casualty off the south end  
of Namoa Island, China.  
 
Japanese netlayer Wakamiya Maru is damaged by marine casualty off Keelung, 
Formosa.  
 
The United States Government officially takes possession of Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Island chain.  
 
In the Mariana Islands, Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force bombs the 
Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. Planes of the Seventh Fighter 
Command bomb airfields and other installations on Chichi Jima in the Bonin 
Islands. Three Liberators raid the Chichi Jima airfield during the night on snooper 
strikes. 

 
 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force claims a vessel sunk in South China Sea. Four  

B-25s attack East of Pingsiang area of China. Four P-51s makes an air strike on 
locomotives between Sinsiang and Shihkiachwang in China and four more attack 
a motor transport in the Paotou area of China. 

  
The Far East Air Force sends A-20s and P-47s to hit gun positions and occupied 
areas around Batangas in southwestern Luzon Island, Philippine Islands, B-24s 
and B-25s attack personnel north of Sarangani Bay, Mindanao, Philippines and 
troops and gun positions around Zamboanga, Mindanao. B-24s to bomb Lahug in 
the center of Cebu City on Cebu Island, and P-47s to dive-bomb the Takao power 
installations on Formosa. 
 
The first Allied ship enters Manila Harbor, Luzon, Philippines, and ties up the 
pier. 
 
25th Division on Luzon in the Philippines attacks Japanese positions located on 
Norton’s Knob. 
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In the Philippines near lmugan on Luzon the U.S. 32nd Division continues to fight 
the Japanese along the Villa Verde Track. 
 

            Japanese Imperial General Headquarters (IGHQ) issues orders to withdraw 
remaining elite divisions from Manchuria to Japan which included two divisions 
on the border.  They also remove the Kwantung Army's 1st Tank Division, the last 
armor division in Manchuria, geographic region in northeast Asia. 
 
A brigade of the Indian 5th Division is airlifted to Meiktila in Burma to aid the 17th 
Division that has been cut off. 
 
The Japanese increase attacks against Meiktila, Burma, but are not able to make 
any progress against the 17th Indian Division which is receiving reinforcements 
and supplies as well as air support against ground against enemy ground troops. 

 
MARCH 16 

U.S. Marines on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain, overran Cushman's Pocket 
region and reached the northern coast of the island at Kitano's Point. This 
eliminates all Japanese resistance in the area. 
 
In the Volcano Islands, Iwo Jima is declared secure at a cost of 19,935 American 
casualties, less than 100 of the Japanese garrison of 20,000 were taken alive. 
 

 The central airfield on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, begins operation.  
 
General Kuribayashi, Commanding- General on Iwo Jima, radios Tokyo that the  
battle is nearing an end. 
 
U.S. Army 41st Division lands on Basilan Island, Sulu Archipelago, Philippine 
Islands. 
 
2/2nd Australian Pioneer Battalion sails from Australia for Morotai in the 
Halmahera Group of the Dutch East Indies, for the upcoming landing on Borneo 
in the Dutch East Indies.  

 
Radio, airfield and harbor installations on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline’s are  
bombed by Marine Aircraft.  
 
Seventh Army Air Force: 13 Guam-based B-24s bombs Susaki airfield. 16 Iwo-
based P-51s dive-bombs and strafes radio and radar installations, gun positions, 
and storage area on Chichi Jima. Liberators also bomb the airfield on Chichi Jima.  
 
Two B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force on a photo mission to Matsuwa reach 
south of the island, the deepest penetration of the Japanese Home Islands to date. 
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A singleB-24 flies air coverage for a U.S. Naval Task force. Seven  Liberators 
abort their mission due to the weather. 
 

 32 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force, escorted by 10 P-51s, pounds the railroad 
yards at Shihkiachwang. 

    
 A-20s and B-24s of the FEAF continue to the pound Japanese installations at 
  Baguio. Other FEAF planes like the B-24s hits Talisay and Carolina airfields and 

bombs targets  pinpointed by guerrillas on Cebu. B-25s bomb San Roque airfield 
and attacks Tarakan and Jesselton airfields. B-24s also attack the town of 
Taihoku, airfields at Heito, and the Okayama naval airbase. 

 
 306 B-29s firebombs Kobe destroying one-fifth of the city's area. 
 
 Surface units, of the Pacific Fleet, shells Matsuwa Island in the Kuril Islands.  

 
LST-928 is damaged, by grounding, off Iwo Jima.  
 
British submarine HMS Torbay, after 46 months in the European Theater, 
damages a Japanese ship with her deck gun off Siam. 

British submarine HMS Trasher sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
west coast of Burma. 

Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.69 sinks while in tow, off Hong Kong as the 
 result of damage inflicted by B-24s of the14th Army Air Force on March 8th.  

 
MARCH 17 

 British 2nd Division captures Ava on the Irrawaddy south of Mandalay. 
 

The Chinese 1st Army is trying to advance along the road from Lashio to clear it  
of Japanese road blocks.     
 
Chinese troops of the 6th Army capture Hsipaw on the Burma Road 50 miles 
southwest of Lashio.   
 
In the Mariana Islands,11 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force assault 
Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. During the night, five more heavy bombers hit 
the Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima.  

 
12 B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force bombs troops and supplies near Namlan, 
Burma. 23 P-47s support forces of the Chinese 50th Division in the Hsipaw area 
of Burma; Four P-38s, sustaining the British 36 Division, strike Japanese  artillery 
positions northeast of Mogok in Burma; 12 B-25s attack a fuel dump and enemy 
troop concentration at Panghai, Burma; and 40 P-38s fly sweep along the roads 
south of the line of fighting. 
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Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs Shimushiru Island in the Kuril 
Islands.  

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers the Panay Island beaches in the 
Philippines located in the western part of the Visayas in preparatory to the 
American landings on the 18th and bombs enemy troops in combat areas on 
Mindanao. Bacolod airfield on the northwestern coast of Negros in the Visayan 
Islands, Philippines, is also bombed.  Also, Formosa airfields are bombed by B-
24s.  

  
70 B-29s hits a storage dump at Rangoon, Burma. Two others Superfortresses 
pummel the Sagyi airfield of Burma and warehouses at Bassein in Burma.  
 
307 of 331 B-29s make a firebombs attack on Kobe on the southern side of the 
main island of Honshu Island, Japan. 2.9 square miles, approximately 20%, of the 
city's area is burned wiping out about 500 industrial buildings and damaging 162 
buildings; 65,951 homes are destroyed leaving 242,468 people homeless. 
Fatalities are 2,669 dead or missing and 11,289 injured.  In the attack the Japanese 
submarine I-158 is damaged and cargo vessels Enkei Maru and Teika Maru the 
ex-Cap Varella is also damaged.  
 
General Suzuki and part of his staff depart Leyte in the Philippines. 

 
Japanese intelligence notifies Imperial General Headquarters that sizeable U.S. 
Naval fleet has left Ulithi Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  Imperial General 
Headquarters thinking that the American task force is heading for the Kyushu 
Island area of Japan and will arrive on the 18th. 

 
 Japanese counterattacks in the San Isidro area of Luzon forces the 1st Division to 
 withdraw. 

 
 

 
               LCI Landing Craft, Infantry.   U.S. Navy photo.  
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U.S. Army 6th Division launches another attack, aimed at the positions held by 
the Kobayashi Force west of Mount Baytangan on Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
 The Japanese Prime Minister Kuniaki Koiso goes on national radio to announce 
 the lost of Iwo Jima in the Volcano islands to the Japanese People. 

 
Marine aircraft hits buildings, bridges and other facilities on Babelthuap Island in 
the Palau Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Sealion sinks the Bangkok-bound Thai tanker Samui off the 
Trengganu coast of Malaya.  
 
U.S. submarine Spot attacks the Japanese Keelung-to-Shimonoseki convoy and 
sinks the cargo vessel Nanking Maru off Yushiyama Island, Formosa, and 
damaging cargo ship I Komasan Maru, which is beached off Matsu Island, China, 
to permit salvage. Spot is damaged, however, by gunfire from one or more of the 
escorts.  
 
PBY attacks the Japanese convoy TAMO-49, damaging the cargo vessel Kitakata 
Maru.  
 
U.S. freighter Oliver Kelly, while proceeding through Surigao Strait, between the 
islands of Mindanao and Leyte in the Philippines, is damaged by what is most 
likely a dud torpedo.  
 

MARCH 18 
Carrier aircraft from Task Force 58 attacks airfields on Kyushu Island, Japan.  The 
attack shoots down 102 aircraft, 275 more on the ground are damaged or 
destroyed, and hangars, shops, and other airfield installations heavily bombed. 

 
 Fighters, dive-bombers and torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing 

bombs radio towers, airstrip, and other targets on Yap Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands of the western Pacific Ocean.  

  
Marine aircraft hits buildings, bridges and other facilities on Babelthuap Island in 
the Palau Islands.  

  
The Japanese counterattack the air attack on the Kyushu Island airfields by hitting 
the carriers Yorktown and Enterprise of Task Force 58, damage is minor. Intrepid 
is crashed by Kamikaze and hit by friendly fire.  
 
On Luzon the U.S. Army entered Bauang on northwest Luzon, on the coast of the 
South China Sea, Philippines. 
 
U.S. 25th Army Division prevails over Japanese resistance north of Putlan, Luzon. 
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U.S. Army troops of the 40th Division lands on the southeast coast of Panay 
Island, Philippines and secures it, and then moves on to clear nearby Guimaras 
Island, in the Panay Gulf, between the islands of Panay and Negros in the Western 
Visaya Islands. 
 
U.S. Army sends a company on a shore-to-shore landing on Malamaui, Philippine 

  Area, in the Sulu Sea, northwest of Basilan Island, Sulu Archipelago, Philippines. 
 

Due to pressure from Filipino guerrillas the Japanese make ready to pullout of San  
Fernando on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 
U.S. Army lands unopposed on Panay Island in the area of Tigbauan of the 
Philippines. 
 
On Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island is declared safe as part of the invasion force 
prepares to leave the island.  The 5th Marine Division continues to liquidate 
pockets of Japanese in the southern sector of the island. 

 
 The Okinawa invasion force carrying the assault troops which are to take the 
 Kerama Islands leaves San Pedro Bay, Leyte, Philippines.  
 
 British 2nd Division captures Ava in Burma, on the bend of the Irrawaddy River. 

British submarine HMS Trasher sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
west coast of Burma. 

14 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
hammers the Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands and single bomber 
drops bombs on  Haha Jima, Bonin Islands, during the night. 

 
 Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs Matsuwa in the Kuril Islands.  
 

B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force sweeps over the Gulf of Tonkin, located off the 
east coast of French Indochina, southern China, and Hainan Island's west coast, 
and South China Sea. Two Mustangs sortie over Northern French Indochina 
strafing trucks, troops, and horse drawn carts. 

 
B-24s of the FEAF again bombs Bacolod on the northwestern coast of Negros in 
the Visayan Islands, Philippines, hits several targets on Cebu Island, Philippines, 
and bombs Sepinggang airfield on the southeast coast of Borneo east of 
Balikapan, Dutch East Indies and Jesselton airfield on the north coast of Borneo. 
Airfield at Tainan, Formosa, seaplane base at Takao, Formosa, and emergency 
field at Koshun, Formosa, are also hit. 
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290 of 313 B-29s firebomb the city of Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central 
Honshu Island, Japan.  This attack comes from an altitude 4,500 to 9,000 feet with 
incendiaries for the second time this month; three square miles are obliterated; the 
Nagoya arsenal, Aichi aircraft engine plant, and freight yards are damaged 
however the Mitsubishi plants escape with minimal damage. This mission ends 
the March fire raids on Japanese cities. 
 
American carriers Enterprise and Essex are damaged accidentally by naval gunfire 
off Shikoku, the smallest and least populous of the four main islands of Japan, 
located south of Honshu and east of the island of Kyushu. 

 
A horizontal bomber off Kyushu Island, Japan, damages the United States carrier 
Franklin. 
 
United States Naval Task Force 58 aircraft bombs airfields on southern Kyushu 
Island of Japan and shipping, attacks convoy KATA-504 damaging the several 
cargo vessels off Noma Misaki.  

 
PV-1s, Ventura, on the basis of reports from Filipino guerillas, bombs two 
Japanese midget submarines in Davao Gulf off Mindanao Island in the Philippine 
Islands.  
 
 LST-635 is damaged by grounding in the Philippines.  
 
U.S. submarine Balao sinks the Japanese trawlers No.2 Daito Maru, No.1 Katsura  
Maru, Eiho Maru No.1, and Eiho Maru No.2 with her deck gun.  Before this 
surface action she torpedoes and sinks the Japanese troop transport Hakozaki 
Maru and torpedoes and damages the Japanese troop transport Tatsuharu Maru 
off the Yangtze River estuary north-northwest of Shanghai, China. 
 
U.S. submarine Springer, attacks a Japanese convoy, sinks the fast transport T.18 
and damages the minesweeper W 17 near Mutsure Jima, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Trigger sinks the Japanese cargo ship No.3 Tsukushi Maru 
northwest of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. carrier planes of Task Force 58 sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine 
chaser No.43 Yusen Maru southwest of Satamisaki Light, Misakicho, Western 
Honshu Island, East of Osaka Bay, Japan.  
 
Planes from carrier Hornet sinks the cargo ship No.1 Nansei Maru and damages 
Tokuho Maru and Asahi Maru in Yamakawa Harbor in Southern Kyushu Island, 
Japan. 
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MARCH 19 
U.S. Navy Task Force 58 pounds Japanese airfields on Kyushu Island, Japan, and 
shipping at Kure and Kobe at Hiroshima, Honshu Island, destroying incomplete 
Japanese submarine I-205 in drydock, and damaging battleships Yamato, Hyuga, 
and Haruna; carriers Ikoma, Katsuragi, Ryuho, and Amagi; small carrier Hosho; 
escort carrier Kaiyo; heavy cruiser Tone, light cruiser Oyodo, submarines I-400 
and RO-67, auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 229 at Kure; and escort destroyer 
Kaki at Osaka.  
 

                             
        LST Landing Ship, Tank.   U.S. Navy photo. 

Japanese planes singles out carriers for attack: off Shikoku Island of Japan, Wasp 
is bombed; while friendly fire hits Essex.  
 
The American carrier Franklin, which has maneuvered closer to the Japanese 
homeland than any other U.S. carrier, is attacked by a single Japanese plane which 
drops two armor-piercing bombs, devastating the hangar deck and setting off 
ammunition. The Franklin is enveloped by fire. Casualties totaled 724 killed and 
265 wounded. The Franklin remains afloat and proceeded under power to Pearl 
Harbor in the Territory of Hawaii for repairs.   
 
Chaplain Lieutenant Commander Joseph T. O'Callahan wins the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for heroism aboard the carrier Franklin, the first naval chaplain 
ever to receive this honor. 
 
PV-1s, Ventura, bomb and damage Japanese midget submarine at Cebu Island of 
the Philippines. 
 
Japanese river gunboat Suma is sunk by a mine dropped by the 14th Army Air 
Force planes on March 4th, in the Yangtze River, above Kiangyin, China. Mine 
also claims cargo ship Kozan Maru, on the Yangtze River below Chinkiang, 
China. 
 
U.S. submarine Bluefish damages the Japanese guard boat No.1 Shinya Maru. 

 
AAF mine sinks the Japanese tanker Sarawak Maru off Horsburgh Light, 
Singapore, Malaya. 
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Fighters, torpedo planes and dive-bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing 
hits piers, runways, buildings, and radio installations on Yap Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands. Other planes continue neutralizing attacks on enemy bases in the Marshall 
Islands. 

  
U.S. Navy search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Four makes rocket and strafing 
attacks on buildings and small craft at Hayake Kawa on Paramushiru in the Kuril 
Islands.  
 
 
 

 

             Carrier Franklin is attacked by two Japanese planes.  U.S. Navy photo. 

 British 36th Division captures Mogok, Burma, famed for its ruby mines. 
 

Fort Dufferin, outside of Mandalay, Burma, is pounded incessantly by British 
artillery and aerial bombardment for two days, the Japanese evacuate the fort.  
 
Japanese force in Mandalay, Burma, begins withdrawing.  The Indian 19th 
Division finishes the capture of Mandalay.  

 
British submarine HMS Selene damages a Japanese junk with her deck gun  
near Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
British submarine HMS Trasher sinks three Japanese junks with her deck gun off 
the west coast of Thailand. 
 
Japanese defenders at Iloilo, Panay, Philippines, destroy parts of the town and 
then withdraw into the mountains. 
 
The 1st Cavalry Division on the northern edge of the Bicol Peninsula, Luzon, and 
the 11th Airborne Division on the south edge of Batangas Bay, Luzon, begins a 
double enveloping drive around Japanese positions near Lake Taal, Luzon. 
 
On Luzon the 33rd Division captures the town of Bauang, Luzon, Philippines. 
 



 1575 

The 4th Marine Division departed Iwo Jima in the Volcano islands for Maui, 
Hawaiian Islands. 

  
Four members of the Philippine puppet government are flown to Tokyo, Japan. 
 
P-51s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Iwo Jima bombs and strafes the Susaki 
airfield, radio installation, and storage area on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s follow up with another attack on the 
airfield and radio installations later in the day.  

 
B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force bomb and photograph the Kashiwabara 
Naval Base, Kuril Islands.  B-25s bombs the canneries long the Masugawa and 
Asahigawa Rivers, Kuril Islands. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Five B-24s on a sortie over the South China Sea and 
Gulf of Tonkin, off the east coast of French Indochina, southern China, and 
Hainan Island's west coast, claim a large freighter sunk. Four P-38s strafe trucks 
from Son La to Hoa Binh, French Indochina. 
 
B-24s of the FEAF hits a variety of targets on Cebu Island in the Philippines 
including town of Minglanilla. 

  
MARCH 20 

U.S. submarine Perch unloads personnel on the east coast of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies. 

 
U.S. submarine Blenny attacks the Japanese convoy HI-88I off the coast of French 
Indochina, sinking the tankers No.21 Nanshin Maru and Hosen Maru, and fishing 
boat Yamakuni Maru south of Cam Ranh Bay, French Indochina. 

 
 U.S. destroyer Halsey Powell is damaged by Kamikaze off Japan. 
 
 U.S. submarine Devilfish damaged by Kamikaze the Volcano Islands. 
 

PV-1's, Ventura, bombs and damages a Japanese midget submarine at Cebu 
Island, Philippines. 
 
U.S. Navy Task Force 92 with six destroyers sorties from Attu in the Aleutian 
islands of Alaska to proceed to Paramushiro island in the Kuril Islands to shell 
Japanese installations in the Suribachi Wan area. Heavy ice, however, will cause a 
cancellation of the operation.  

 
U.S. Navy Task Force 38 planes sink the Japanese guard boat No.1 Kochi Maru 
east of Honshu Island, Japan.  
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Japanese ship No.1 Genzan Maru is sunk by aircraft off coast of French 
Indochina.  
 
The First Special Attack Force with a strength of 36 Kairyu type midget 
submarines and eight Kaiten type human torpedoes is formed on Jogashima 
island, Kanagawa Prefecture, guarding the entrance to Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, 
Japan. Rear Admiral Obayashi Sueo is appointed commanding officer. The Tenth 
Special Attack Force is formed at the Kure Naval Base on Hiroshima Bay, 
southeast of Hiroshima City on Honshu Island, and directly attached to Combined 
Fleet Headquarters. Rear Admiral Owada Noboru is appointed commanding 
officer. 
The Tenth Special Attack Force comprising submarine HA-109 and 12 Koryu 
midget submarines is tasked with developing new tactics for future Koryu and 
Kairyu attacks. In case of an Allied landing, it is to deploy to the landing area 
immediately to support the local special attack force in actions against the 
invasion fleet. 
 
Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing fighters continue attacks on enemy held bases in the 

 Marshall Islands. 
  

Navy search Mariners of Fleet Air Wing One bomb the town of Yap Atoll in the 
western Caroline Islands.  

  
Navy search planes of Fleet Wing Two cause explosions and fires on Wake  
Island in the Central Pacific.  
 

 Indian troops of the 19th Division capture Mandalay, Burma. 
 
 British 36th Division reaches the Burmese town of Mogok. 
 

On Luzon continued pressure by the U.S. Army 6th Division and the failure of the 
counterattack made on March 12th makes it necessary to order a withdrawal of the 
left flank of the Japanese Kobayashi Force and the Noguchi Force to new 
positions east of the Bosoboso River. 
 
U.S. Eighth Army gains control of Iloilo City on Panay Island, Philippine Islands. 
 
The First Special Attack Force with a planned strength of 36 Kairyu type midget 
submarines and eight Kaiten type human torpedoes is created on Jogashima 
Island, guarding the entrance to Tokyo Bay, Kanagawa Prefecture, Honshu Island, 
Japan.  Rear Admiral Obayashi Sueo is selected as commanding officer. The 
Tenth Special Attack Force is formed at Kure Naval Base on the Seto Inland Sea, 
Hiroshima, Japan and immediately attached to Combined Fleet Headquarters. 
Rear Admiral Owada Noboru is appointed commanding officer. 
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The Japanese Western Naval Unit on Luzon is ordered to moving from the Wawa-
Bosoboso area to Infanta Peninsula, Philippines. 
 
The Japanese Hayashi Detachment is ordered to withdraw over secondary roads to 
Nagui-Nagui to take up new positions further to the rear at Sablan on Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
 U.S. troops enter Idoilo on Panay Island, Philippine Islands. 
 

Units of the 40th Division seize Guimaras Island in the strait separating Panay 
island from Negros Island in the Philippine Islands. 
 
147th Infantry of the U.S. Army arrives at Iwo Jima in the Volcano island chain 
from New Caledonia to take over the defense of the island from the 3rd Marine 
Division.  
 
In the Philippines on Palawan Island near Puerto Princesa an all-weather airstrip 
becomes operational. 
 
12 Guam-based of the 7th Army Air Force B-24s bombs Susaki airfield on Chichi 
Jima, Bonin Islands. Liberators bomb the airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin 
Islands.  Mustang fighters based on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands chain, dive-bomb 
barracks, a radio station, and other installations on Chichi Jima. 
 
20 P-47s of the 10th Army air Force fly over roads in the south and in central 
Burma attacking targets of opportunity; 16 others hit supply dumps behind 
Japanese lines. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Four P-38s attack trucks between Son La and Hoa 
Binh, French Indochina. 

 
B-24s, Far East Air Force, hammers supply and personnel area east of Cebu City, 
Cebu Island in the Philippines and north of Mambaling, defensive positions 
northwest of Talisay on northwestern side of Negros Island, Philippines, AA guns 
to the north, and also bomb Talisay. Other B-24s bombs the town of Tainan, 
Formosa. B-25s on shipping patrol sinks three small vessels near Qui Nhon, 
French Indochina. 

 
 B-29s bombs Nagoya with incendiaries. 
 

Imperial General Headquarters Army Section send a radio message  to all major 
subordinate commands the preliminary draft of operations plan to meet an 
invasion of the islands of Japan. 
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 The Imperial General Staff directs the Army to work with the Navy to destroy the 
 American Navy. 
 

The Imperial Navy High Command releases a directive entitled the "Imperial 
Navy Outline Plan of Immediate Operations," which sets the basic outline for the 
IJN participation in the Home Islands defense campaign. 
 
 

 
MARCH 21 

General Alexander A. Vandergrift, USMC became the first four-star general in the 
Corps on active duty. 

 
Fighters, dive bombers, and torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing 
carries out rocket and bombing attacks on airfield installations, piers, and 
buildings on Yap Atoll, Western Caroline Islands. 

Admiral Marc A. Mitscher.  Department of the 
Navy photo. 

Japan 5th Air Force makes their first 
operational use of a piloted rocket 
bomb, Ohka (Cherry Blossom) or 
Baka (stupid) by the Americans, 
against Admiral Mitscher's carriers 
without success due to either 
mechanical failures or being shot 
down. 
 

Japanese Sixth Air Army is put under the command of the Combined Fleet.  Now 
the Commander-in-Chief, Combined Fleet has unified command over a large 
portion of the Army and Navy air units operating in the East China Sea area. 

  
U.S. Navy search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two continues neutralizing attacks on 
Japanese held bases in the Marshall Islands.  

 
A British destroyer supplies support for American PT boats attacking Japanese 
shipping in Sarawak Harbor at the mouth of the Sarawak River, Northern Borneo.  
 
Japanese convoy HI-88I comes under attack off coast of French Indochina.  

 
U.S. submarine Baya sinks the auxiliary netlayer Kainan Maru off Cam Ranh 
Bay, French Indochina,  and although damaged by depth charges remains on 
patrol.  
 

 Japanese troops start an offensive to capture the airbases at Laohokow, China. 
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 British 2nd Division opens the road from Ava to Mandalay, Burma. 
 
 Organized resistance ceases in Mandalay, Burma. 
 

Tiny Inampulugan Island in the Philippines is seized.  Japanese mine control 
station is discovered and destroyed and the small garrison there is eliminated.  
 
U.S. 25th Division is driven back after attacking Japanese defensive positions near 
the Luzon town of Kapintalan, Philippines. 
 
33rd Division joins forces with Filipino guerrilla in the north of Luzon near San 
Fernando and with the combined strength they soon occupy the town. 

 
In the Philippines Mount Caymayumann on Luzon is captured by elements of the 
U.S. Army 43rd Division. 

 
In the Chinese province of Hupeh the Japanese advance toward an airbase at 
Laohokow. 
 
A P-63 from Walla Walla Army Airfield, Washington, Fourth Army Air Force, 
comes upon a Japanese balloon near Redmond, Washington, and, after a pursuit 
that includes two refueling stops, shoots it down near the city of Reno, Nevada. 
 
B-25s of the Fifth Army Air Force sinks the submarine chaser Ch 33, cable layer 
Tateishi, cargo vessels No.1 Motoyama Maru, No. 2 Fushimi Maru, and No.6 
Takasago Maru and damage submarine chaser Ch 9 off Nha Trang, French 
Indochina. Surviving  vessels, the damaged Ch 9 and tanker No.30 Nanshin Maru 
take refuge at Nha Trang, French Indochina, and are assigned to convoy HI-88-J.  
 
Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force, bombs the airfield on Chichi Jima in 
the Bonin Islands.   
 
In Burma the 10th Army Air Force sends 30 P-47s to support Chinese ground 
forces in the Hsipaw area; 34 P-38s fly over roads in southern Burma; 13 B-25s 
and 18 P-47s assault Japanese troop concentrations and vehicles at several points 
behind the Japanese lines. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Four P-51s shoot up several locomotives and boxcars 
at Vinh Airfield, French Indochina, and along the railroad to the north. Six B-24s 
Mitchell medium bombers declare that they damaged a ship in South China Sea, 
in an area from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to 
Formosa. 

 
On Luzon B-25s, A-20s, and fighters of the Far East Air Force continue their 
large-scale support missions of supporting the Army ground troops by hitting a 
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variety of targets including the Japanese defenses in the towns of Lipa, Tarlac, 
Naga, and Camiling. In the central Philippines, B-24s hits targets near Cebu City 
on Cebu Island in the Philippines while A-20s pounds other towns on Cebu. B-
24s bombs Samah airfield, French Indochina.  

  
Transports with units of the 77th Division sailed from Leyte in the Philippines for 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, southwest of Kyushu Island of Japan. 
 

 
 

MARCH 22 
Japanese aircraft attacks American shipping in Lingayen Gulf, off Luzon in the 
Philippines. During the ensuing antiaircraft barrage, friendly fire damages U.S. 
freighter Ransom A. Moore; there are, however, no casualties among the merchant 
crew or the 27-man Armed Guard.  
 
Morotai Island in the Dutch East Indies is attacked by Japanese aircraft.  This is  
the last air attack of the war in the Pacific by the Japanese in the Moluccas 
Islands. 
 
 LST-727 is damaged by grounding off Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain.  
 

U.S. submarine Perch sinks the Japanese Communication Vessel No. 463 en route 
to Balikpapan in the Northern Palau Islands, largest island in the Caroline Island 
group.  

 
British submarine HMS Selene sinks three Japanese sailing ships with her deck  
gun off Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese submarine chaser Ch 23 is damaged by mine at the mouth of the 
Yangtze River, China.  
 
Covered lighters YF-724 and YF-725 founders and sinks in heavy weather off the 
Farallon Islands, California.  
 
Corsairs, Hellcat fighters, and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine 
Aircraft Wing bombs targets in the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands.  

  
Marine aircraft attacks dock and airfield installations at Yap Atoll in the Western 
Caroline Islands.  
 
U.S. Navy Task Force 58 continues air attacks on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
concentrating on airfields, exposed defensives, shipping, and capitol ships. 
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In the Volcano Islands, 16 Iwo-based P-51s of the 7th Army Air Force bombs and 
strafes a weather station, fuel storage, and radar installations on Chichi Jima, 
Bonin Islands. Later in the day, 13 B-24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
bombs Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima. 20 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau 
Islands, Caroline Islands bombs Cebu Island in the Philippine Islands.  During the 
night B-24s from Guam make individual raids on Susaki airfield. Liberators bomb 
the airfield on Chichi Jima.  
 
In Burma the Tenth Army Air Force uses 16 fighter-bombers to support Chinese 
ground forces near Hsipaw; 12 B-25s and 41 fighter-bombers batter numerous 
targets along and immediately behind the Japanese defensive lines; troops, 
supplies, and communications are attacked and two bridges are smashed. 
 
Fighter-bombers and a single B-25 of the 14th Army Air Force attacks railroad 
traffic and railroad yards in and around the Chinese towns of Shihkiachwang, at 
Chukiatsi, and from Sinsiang to Chenghsien. 

  
FEAF: B-24s, A-20s, and Marine aircraft hits Cebu City on Cebu Island, 
Philippines, defenses at several locations on Cebu Island, and targets on 
Inampulugan Island, Guimaras Islands, Philippines. On Luzon B-24s, B-25s, A-
20s, and fighters continue to hits numerous objectives, such as Balete Pass, 
Tangadon, San Fernando, and Batangas areas. Other B-24s hit Tainan airfield, 
Formosa, and Okayama airfield, Formosa, destroying several hangars, planes, and 
gun positions. 
 
76 B-29s, operating in two waves, blasts storage enemy dumps at Rangoon, 
Burma. 

  
In the Volcano Islands, Japanese defenders on Iwo Jima attempt a Banzai Charge 
during the night with most being gunned down. 

 
General Kuribayashi sends his last radio message to Tokyo 
from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 
Lt. General Tadamichi Kuribayashi. 
 
On Luzon the U.S. 25th Division is held up by strong enemy 
resistance on their advance the Putlan River valley towards 
Balete Pass. 
 
                MARCH 23 

Admiral Mitscher’s Task Force 58 carrier aircraft 
begins daily attacks against Japanese position on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
American battleship Missouri, New Jersey, and Wisconsin along with five 
destroyers shells the southeastern coast of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  While the 
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battleships Indiana and Masschusetts and their destroyers bombard another 
section of the southern coast. 
 
Neutralizing attacks on Japanese held bases, in the Marshall Islands, are continued 
by fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing.  
 
Marine aircraft attacks docks and airfield installations at Yap Atoll in the Western 
Caroline Islands. 
  

 Navy Search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs Wake Island in the Central 
 Pacific Ocean. 
 

United States destroyer Haggard is damaged when ramming the Japanese 
submarine I-371 in the Philippine Sea. 

 
U.S. submarine Seahorse is damaged by aerial bomb off the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Spadefish attacks the Japanese Sasebo-to-Ishigaki convoy SAI-05 
in the East China Sea north-northwest of Amami O Shima in the Ryukyu 
Archipelago in Japan, sinking the transport Doryu Maru.  
 
American Fleet tug Zuni is damaged by grounding off Iwo Jima, Volcano Island 
chain. 
 
Japanese destroyer Kuri is damaged by a mine at mouth of Yangtze River, China.  
 
A British carrier task force from the British Pacific Fleet joins the American 
carriers in operations against the Japanese. 
 
A B-24 of the 5th Army Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo ship Hokka Go Maru 
the ex-Chinese Peihua northeast of Wenchow, China. Other planes begin raids in 
the Legaspi area in the Philippines in preparation for an U.S. Army amphibious 
operation. 
 
P-51s of the 7th Army Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands bombs and 
strafes various targets on Chichi Jima, Haha Jima, and Ani Jima in the Bonin 
Islands, North Pacific Ocean. In the Mariana Islands, Guam-based B-24s fly 
single-bombing strikes against Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands 
during the night.   
 

 15 P-47s from the 10th Army Air Force supports Chinese ground forces, bombs 
troop positions at Nampongpang and Nakang of Burma. in China, 16 P-47s hits 
targets along road from Mong Nawng to Wan Sing to Kunlong. 11 P-47s hits 
Japanese quarters at Monglawng, Burma, while three others attack supply dumps 
at Laihka, Burma. 
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28 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs the Tsinan railroad shops and Yellow 
River bridges in China. Five B-25s bombs town areas, storage facilities, and 
targets at Sinsiang, Wuyang and chiefly in the Hsiangchen area of China.  

  
B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighters from the Far East Air Force hits the Visayan 
Islands, in the Philippines, bombing Cebu City, hitting defenses on Cebu Island 
and other islands, and bombs the Antamok mines near Tarlac City on the northern 
western edge of Luzon, Philippines, Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva 
Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, and the Tangadon area of Luzon, 
along with several other targets. B-24s also hits targets on Mindanao, Philippines.  

  
Charles De Gaulle announces that Indochina will be given a limited form of self-
government after the war however Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam would remain 
within the French Union. 

 
 21st Fighter Group commences to land on Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain. 
 

During the early morning hours Japanese infiltrators attacks an Army Air Force 
camp on Iwo Jima killing 50 flyers before being forced to retreat. 

 
On New Britain, Solomon Islands, Australian troops capture Toi and Waitavolo 
plantations. 

 
Indian troops of the 20th Division takes Wundwin, Burma. 
 
In Burma 7th Indian Division with units of the 5th Division occupies Myingan. 

 
After heavy fighting on Mindanao in the Philippines, the center of the Japanese 
line finally brakes, and in the next three days, the 162nd U.S. Infantry Regiment 
continues to eliminate enemy resistance in the central sector. The 186th U.S. Army 
Regiment, replacing the 163rd, continues the attack and the 54th Japanese IMB is 
forced to pull out a week later, harried by guerrilla units, retreating through 
Zamboanga peninsula and into the jungle. 

 
MARCH 24 

American battleships shells Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, southwest of Kyushu 
Island of Japan. 

 
U.S. carrier aircraft sinks eight ships of a Japanese convoy south of Kyushu 
Island, Japan. 

 
U.S. minesweepers commence clearing operations off Kerama Retto, Kerama 
Islands located southwest of Okinawa Island and the southeast coast of Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands, southwest of Kyushu Island of Japan. 
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American PT-134 and PT-348 enter Cebu City, Cebu Island, Philippines, harbor 
and proceed to sink two barges tied to a wharf and shot up two box cars sitting on 
a siding.  
 
Corsairs and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs and 
damages the causeway between Koror and Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands 
and sets supply dumps on fire elsewhere in these islands.  
 
Neutralizing attacks on Japanese held bases, in the Marshall Islands, are continued 
by fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing.  
 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bombs the 
torpedo storage area on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the 
most easterly island of Japan. In the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands 24 
Angaur Island-based B-24s bombs defensive positions and the town of Naga in 
Southwestern Luzon, Philippines. During the night five Guam-based B-24s hits 
the airfield and town of Omura on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands.  Bombers attack 
installations on the airfield on Chichi Jima.  
 
Tenth Army Air Force: Nine B-25s escorted by 31 fighter-bombers fly over the 
battlefront and behind Japanese lines of defense in Central Burma smacking troop 
concentrations, supply areas, a truck park along the roads, and general targets of 
opportunity; nine other fighter-bombers attack targets of opportunity along roads 
south of the line of fighting. 
 
B-24s of the 13th Army Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo ship Koshin Maru off 
Boeton Island, Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies,  

  
 14th Army Air Force: In China, 34 B-24s, with escort of nine fighters, hammer a
 Chenghsien locomotive parked near the Yellow River bridge. Approximately 30 
 B-25s and over 100 fighter-bombers, operating in forces of 1to 8 airplanes, attacks 
 tanks, trucks, locomotives, enemy troop concentrations, storage areas, airstrips, 
 bridges, gun positions, and other targets throughout South and East China. 
  

B-24s and A-20s from the FEAF pounds Cebu City on Cebu Island Philippines 
and defenses and installations on Cebu Island. B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and P-38s 
attacks Balete Pass, a zigzag road that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and 
Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, Legaspi in southern Luzon, the Batangas area 
in southwestern Luzon Island, and scattered targets throughout Luzon. B-24s 
hit the harbor at Takao, Formosa, and the power plant and alcohol factory of 
Okayama, Formosa. 
  
During the night 223 of 251 B-29s bombs Nagoya’s Mitsubishi engine plant.  The 
RAF pathfinder technique is employed for the first time. Ten minutes before 
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bombing, 10 B-29s lighted the engine works area with M-26 flares. Five minutes 
later, another 10 B-29s dropped M-17 incendiary clusters to start marker fires. The 
main attack force then flies over with 500-pound, general purpose bombs-sighting 
visually with the optical sights on the fires started by the pathfinders. Nagoya on 
the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan, was obscured with clouds. 
Though 1,533 tons of bombs were dropped, the results were negligible. Three 3 
Superfortresses bomb alternate targets; five B-29s are lost during the operation. 
 
On Cebu Island in the Philippines, Lt. General Fukue commander of the Japanese 
102nd Division is placed in over-all command of Imperial forces in Cebu City 
area. 
 
U.S. 1st Cavalry Division captures Santo Thomas on Luzon in the Philippine 
Islands. 
 
On Luzon the strongly defended Mount Macolod is assaulted by the U.S. 187th  
Infantry. 
 
Southern Mindanao, Philippines, is secured by the 8th Army. 
 
Chinese 50th Division links up with the Chinese New First Army near Hsipaw, 
Burma, thus bringing the campaign in northern Burma to an end. 
 
British submarine HMS Stygian sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun,  
Dutch East Indies. 

 
MARCH 25 

U.S. Navy battleships, cruisers, destroyers of Task Forces 52 and 54 shells 
Kerama Retto, Kerama Islands located southwest of Okinawa Island, Ryukyu 
Islands, and the Southeast coast of Okinawa as frogman inspect the landing 
beaches in the Kerama Islands. 
 
Bombardment of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands begins when ships of the 
Amphibious Support Force shelling the southeast coast. From March 26 to 28 the 
naval bombardment of Okinawa will be at long range. 

 
The preliminary air offensive of Okinawa, in the Ryukyu Islands, starts with 
bombing, napalm assaults, and rocket attacks on Tokashiki Island in the Kerama 
Islands mainly on air installations.  
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Kimberly and the minelayer Robert H. Smith are damaged by 
Kamikaze attacks in the Okinawa area.  Other ships that are hit: the high-speed 
transport Gilmer; destroyer escort Sederstrom is damaged in collision with escort 
carrier Sangamon; high speed transport Knudsen is damaged by horizontal 
bomber. 
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The battleship Nevada is damaged near Kerama Retto, Kerama Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks the Japanese auxiliary netlayer Fuji Maru off Tori 
Jima, Japan. 
 
British submarine HMS Rorquil sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun west of 
Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
In the Volcano Island chain, U.S. Army troops eliminate the last pocket of 
Japanese resistance on Iwo Jima, in the western half of Kitano Point. 

 
 Marine Corsairs attack Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 
 
 Australian guerrillas lands on Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroys a bridge, a building, and 
starts several fires on Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands.  
 
B-24s of the 5th Army Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo ship Kori Go Maru the 
ex-Chinese Houlee the in Yangtze River estuary near Shanghai, China. 
 
In the Mariana Islands, 16 Iwo Jima-based P-51s of the 7th Army Air Force 
bombs and strafes the Susaki airfield, and naval and radar installations on Chichi 
Jima, Bonin Islands. 16 more follows with attacks on a radar station and other 
target on the island. 23 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, 
bombs the defenses on Cebu Island, Philippines. During the night, five B-24s 
from Guam hits Susaki airfield.  
 
Installations at the Laohokow airbase, China, are blown up before the U.S. 
Fourteenth Army Air Force personnel withdraw.  This will be the last American 
airbase to fall to the Japanese during the war. 
 
Cebu City on Cebu Island, Philippines, is thoroughly gone over by nearly 70 B-
24s from the Far East Air Force. Other B-24s hits Legaspi in southern Luzon in 
the Philippines, and B-25s and fighter-bombers flies numerous sorties to support 
ground missions throughout Luzon, especially between Montalban and Laguna de 
Bay. B-25s attacks Pandanan Island in the Palawan Islands of the Philippine 
Islands. 
 
Units of the U.S. 1st Cavalry occupy Luzon’s Los Banos, Philippines. 
 
Iloilo on Panay Island, Philippines, is seized by the U.S. Army. 
 
Japanese bombers strike Manila, Luzon, Philippines. 
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Japanese attempts an air attack on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain but they 
are foiled by newly arrived P-61s that intercept them and shots most of them 
down and drive off the rest. 
 

 U.S. Military Okinawa Southern Attack Force sails from Leyte in the Philippines.   
 

At the urging of Leo Szilard, Albert Einstein signs a letter of introduction for 
Szilard to President Roosevelt.  Szilard wishes to warn Roosevelt of the post-war 
dangers of a nuclear arms race if the Atomic Bomb is used against Japan 

 
MARCH 26 

U.S. Army troops of the 77th Division lands on Kerama Retto group, fifteen miles 
west of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, securing Yakabi Shima, Geruma Shima, 
Takashiki Shima, and Hokaji Shima and establishing firm footholds on Aka 
Shima and Zamami Shima, and Ryukyo Islands for a forward naval base. 

 
The 1st Battalion Landing Team of the 306th Regimental Combat Team lands on 
Geruma Island part of the Kerama Islands group south of Aka, Okanawa, Ryukyu 
Islands.  They meet no opposition except for long- range sniper fire. Within three 
hours they wipe out a score of defenders and secure the island. 

 
The 2nd Battalion Landing Team of the 306th Regimental Combat Team lands on 

  
Hokaji Shima, Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands, and secures it without 
resistance.  

 
The 2nd Battalion Landing Team of the 306th Regimental Combat Team lands on 
Yakabi located on Kerama Retto, Kerama Islands, and meeting only slight 
opposition, quickly overrun it.  

 
Fleet Marine Force Amphibious Reconnaissance Battalion, attached to the 77th 
Division, scouts Keise, Okinawa area of the Ryukyu islands, without encountering 
enemy troops or civilians.  

 
Corsairs, Hellcat fighters, Helldiver bombers, and Avenger torpedo planes of the 
Fourth  Marine Aircraft Wing destroys buildings, other installations, and damaged 
warehouses, transport and pier facilities on enemy-held islands in the Palau 
Islands.  

  
U.S. Navy carrier planes flies 424 sorties against suicide boat and midget 
submarine bases, airfields, and gun positions, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

  
U.S. Army troops capture Negros Occidental, the southeastern half of Negros 
Island in the Western Visayan Islands region. 
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 In the Philippines on Luzon the 25th Division attacks Norton’s Knob. 
 

U.S. Army troops of the Americal Division go ashore on Cebu Island in the 
Philippines at Talisay.  The Japanese beachhead defensive positions are quickly 
overrun and the invasion force move towards Cebu City. 
 
Lt. General Suzuki, Thirty-fifth Army Commander, arrives in Cebu City, Cebu 
Island on the Philippines en route from Leyte to Mindanao, Philippines. Before 
leaving for northern Cebu Island to continue his journey, Lt. General Suzuki 
orders Lt. General Fukue and Rear Admiral Harada to defend their present 
positions in the heights as long as possible. 

 
 Burmese General Aung San of the Burma National Army revolts against the 
 Japanese. 
 

United States task force commences pre-invasion shelling of Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
U.S. destroyer Halligan is sunk by a mine in the Okinawa area of the Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
In the Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands the battleship Nevada, light cruiser 
Biloxi, destroyers Callaghan, O'Brien, and  Porterfield, the destroyer escort 
Foreman, the minelayer Skirmish, and the minesweeper Dorsey damaged by 
Kamikaze of the 8th Japanese Air Division from Sakishima Gunto.  
 
U.S. freighter Michael J. Owens’ armed guard uses gunfire, despite lack of 
sophisticated fire control equipment, to silences a Japanese artillery battery on 
Cebu Island, Philippines.  
 
LCT-1090 is damaged in amphibious operations off Luzon, Philippines; 
submarine chaser PC-1133 is damaged by grounding.  
 
U.S. submarine Balao sinks the Japanese stores ship No.1 Shinto Maru. 
 
British destroyers annihilate Japanese Port Blair-bound convoy east of  
Khota Andaman, Andaman Islands, India .  
  
Aircraft of the U.S. Navy Task Force 57 attacks the airfields on Miyako Retto, 
Miyako Islands in Okinawa Prefecture, Japan, east of the Yaeyama Islands. 
 
U.S. carrier planes sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Nisui Maru east 
of Fuku Jima, southernmost of the Goto Islands in Japan, part of the city of Goto, 
and cargo ship Daia Maru in Kuji Bay, Ryukyu Islands.  
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British carrier force assigned to the Fifth Fleet, strikes at the Sakishima Islands, 
part of the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain located at the southernmost end of the 
Japanese Archipelago. Its planes make 345 sorties over Sakishima Island, dropped 
more than 81 tons of bombs, and fires more than 200 rockets. 
 

  UDT men clear beach approach to Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

In the Volcano island chain, near the airfields on Iwo Jima, newly arrived airmen 
are attacked by 300 Japanese using capture weapons, killing a large number of the 
group.  The force is destroyed by troops of the VII Fighter Command and the 5th 
Pioneer Battalion.  

 
The 147th Infantry arrives to assume the defense of Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. 
Capture and occupation phase of Iwo Jima ends. 5th Marine Division has been 
assigned the task of reducing the last pockets of resistance. 

 
The Marines declares Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands mission completed.  The 
battle for Iwo Jima resulted in 25,851 casualties, including almost 7,000 dead 
Marines. The Japanese suffered more losses, with almost 21,000 dead and 1,000 
captives. 
 
The Commander, Forward Area, Central Pacific, assumes responsibility for the 
defense and development of Iwo Jima, Volcano Island chain. Major General 
James E. Chaney, USA, takes over operational control of all units ashore, and 
Brigadier General Ernest Moore, USA, is designated Air Defense Commander. 
Major General Harry Schmidt closes the V Amphibious Corps command post and 
departs leaving the 9th Marines to do mopping up activities. 

  
British task force attacks airfields and other targets on Sakashima Gunto, a chain 
of islands located at the southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago.  

  
Search planes of Fleet Air Wing One bombs and strafes small craft and 
installations at Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands.  

  
Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two bomb the runways, fuel and 
ammunition dumps, and bivouac areas on Wake Island in the Central Pacific.  

  
Helldiver bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs Japanese held 
bases in the Marshall Islands.  

 
B-24s of the Fifth Army Air Force bombs Japanese shipping in Takao Harbor, 
Formosa, sinking the cargo vessels Enoura Maru and Kishu Maru. 
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21 P-51s of the 7th Army Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
bombs and strafes Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands while 16 
others bombs and strafes the weather and radar stations on Chichi Jima and the 
town of Kitamura. In the Mariana Islands nine Guam-based B-24s pounds Marcus 
in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island.  
 
Tenth Army Air Force: In Burma, Ten B-25s and 28 P-47s fly over and behind the 
Central Burma battle front assaulting artillery positions, Japanese troop 
concentrations, road communications, and supply areas. 

 
Four B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force bomb the Kataoka Naval Base on 
Shimushu Island in northern Japan's Kuril Islands. 
 
Fighter Bombers of the Fourteenth Army Air Force damages the Puchou airfield, 
China. 15 B-25s and over 80 fighter-bombers, flying as attack single unit or in 
small groups, persist in interrupting the Japanese ability to move around and to 
transport supply to the battlelines throughout southern and eastern China, striking 
numerous targets of opportunity primarily trucks, tanks, supply areas, horses, 
troops, and artillery pieces. 
 
The Far East Air Force sends B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers bomb the 
city of Legaspi in southern Luzon in the Philippines and fuel dump at Camalig in 
Central Luzon in the Philippines. Fighter-bombers hit numerous targets in 
northern Luzon at Solvec Cove, Baguio, Mankayan, and Sante Fe. In Southwest 
Luzon A-20s and fighter-bombers helps U.S. forces on the ground, hitting 
Ternate, and towns in Tayabas and Batangas Provinces. B-24s and A-20s in the 
Central Philippine Islands hits Cebu City on Cebu Island and the East coast targets 
and B-24s hit Takao, Formosa. 

  
British carrier planes attacks airfields in the Sakishima Group of Islands, part of 
the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain located at the southernmost end of the 
Japanese Archipelago, to prevent them from being used by Kamikaze planes. 
 
British forces destroy the bridge over the Manipar River near Tonzang, Burma. 

 
MARCH 27 

U.S. Army troops of the Second Battalion, 151st Infantry, 38th Division land on 
Caballo Island at the entrance to Manila Bay, Fort Hughes part of the harbor 
defenses of Manila and Subic Bays on Caballo Island, near Corregidor Island in 
Manila Bay of Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
The Americal Division captures the mostly destroyed Cebu City on Cebu Island, 
Philippines. 

 
 In the Philippine Islands on Luzon the 25th Division captures Norton’s Knob. 
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U.S. 32nd Division begins operations to clear Salacsac Pass No. 2 along the Villa  
Verda track on Luzon, Philippines. 

 
American troops take Amuro, without opposition, an islet between the two 
anchorages and Kuba Island, the southwestern most of the Kerama Islands located 
southwest of Okinawa Island. 

 
After preparation by artillery firing from Geruma of the Kerama Islands group, the 
1st Battalion Landing Team of the 306th, lands on the west coast of Tokashiki 
Island, Kerama Islands group, and a few minutes later the 2nd Battalion Landing 
Team land to the south of the 1st Team. Tokashiki is the largest island in the 
Kerama Islands group.  
 
During the night, explosives boats attack American warships around Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands, but all are driven off. 
 
British carrier force assigned to the Fifth Fleet, strikes at the Sakishima Islands, 
part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
High speed transport Newman, covering the landings on Cebu Island, sights and 
attacks a Japanese midget submarine off Talisay, Cebu Island, Philippines. She is 
given credit for a "possible" submersible sunk.  
 
Off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, an aircraft operational casualty damages carrier 
Essex; Kamikazes damage light minelayer Adams. 
  
U.S. submarine Trigger sinks the Japanese cable layer Odate, southwest of 
Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. carrier planes sinks the Japanese guard boats No.13 Choun Maru and No.27 
Yusen Maru and army cargo ship No.28 Suma Maru, Kuchinoerabu Bay, Osumi-
Gunto, Northeast group of islands forming the Ryukyu Islands, and No.12 Myojin 
Maru, west of Marcus Island (Tori Jima), in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 
 
British submarine HMS Rorqual sinks two Japanese costal ships and damages a 
third with her deck gun west of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
British submarine HMS Stygian damages the Japanese minelayer Wakatake in the 
Java Sea, south of Kangean Island, Dutch East Indies.  
 
During the night, barracks, warehouses, radio station, ammunition dump, 
buildings, and  the airdrome on Minami Daito Island, Ryukyu Island, are attacked 
by gunfire from heavy surface forces of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
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Marine fighters and torpedo planes strafes and bombs the airstrip on Yap Atoll, 
Caroline Islands. 
 
Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Ma.1 is sunk by a mine near the Deli River, 
Sumatra Island after running upon a mine laid by HMS Porpoise on July 6, 1944. 
 
U.S. Navy search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Four makes rocket and machine gun  
attack on installations at Tomari Zaki in northeastern Paramushiru Island in the 
Kuril Islands. 
 
Seventh Army Air Force uses 16 P-51s from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
to bombs ammunition stores and the town of Kitamura on Haha Jima Island of the 
Bonin Islands. During the night five B-24s, flying individual strikes from Guam in 
the Mariana Islands, hits Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
 
Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs Kataoka on Shimushu Island, 
 
 
 
Kuril Islands.  
 
In Burma the Tenth Army Air Force sorties over 80 fighter-bombers to the battle 
areas and behind Japanese lines in Central Burma to batter troops and supplies 
areas at or near the Burmese towns of Mong Kung, Man Namkat, Nam-yang, 
Tonglau, Ho-na, Hkai-wun, Longwai, Monglawng, Laihka, and Namlan. 
 
25 B-25s from the 14th Army Air Force attacks towns, rail, road, and river traffic 
around the Chinese towns of Kweilin, Liuchow, Hengyang, Hochih, Nanyang, 
Kaifeng, Anlu, Ishan, Kiyang, and Siang Chiang Valley. 44 fighter-bombers strike 
trucks, trains, sampans, power facilities, and other targets around Hongay in China 
to Bac Quang in French Indochina. 28 fighter bombers takes out a bridge 
Northeast of Liuchow, China, hits the town of Szeenhsien, and attacks 
ammunition dumps and road and river traffic around the Chinese towns of 
Hochih, Ishan, Liuchow, Pingnam, Liangfeng, and Kweilin. 
 
The FEAF sends B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter bombers to bomb the city of 
Legaspi southern Luzon in the Philippines, Balete area of Central Luzon, Ipo 
Siniloan sector north of Manila, Luzon, and the Batangas area in southwestern 
Luzon Island,. In the central Philippines area B-24s bombs Negros airfields while 
B-25s and P-38s attack Cebu City area of Cebu Island in the Philippines. Other B-
25s bombs Kinsui airfield on Formosa Island, and B-24s lightly attacks Sandakan 
on the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Admiral Nimitz exercises his right to call on Superfortress. B-29s commence 
night missions to drop mines in the waters around Japan to establish a blockade in 
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Operation STARVATION.  102 bombers drop 511 tons of mines in Shimonoseki 
Straits separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island and the waters of Suo 
Nada, Japan.  Other B-29s attacks harbors and airfields in southern Japan.  They 
carry out attacks on the Kyushu Naval Bases of the Fifth Air Fleet at Kanoya, 
Japan, closing down each airfield for several days for repairs. This operation and 
the six that follow are in support of the Okinawa campaign.  

 
151 of 165 B-29s from the 73rd and 314th Wings meet little opposition over 
Kyushu Island, Japan, as 151 planes bomb the primary targets, destroying or 
damaging 606,500 square feet of runways at Tachiarai Army Airfield, 112,175 
square feet of runway at Oita Naval Airfield, and 250,000 square feet of runway at 
Omura aircraft factory on Kyushu Island; three others hit alternate targets. 
 
Units of the 5th Marine Division depart Iwo Jima for the Territory of Hawaii. 
 
British carrier planes attacks Sakishima Islands part of the Ryukyu Islands. 

 
U.S. forces assault the Kerama Retto Group of the Kerama Islands located 
southwest of Okinawa Island by landing on Amuro Shima, Takashiki Shima, 
Awana Shima and Kuba Shima. 
 
The Japanese trained Burmese National Army starts a country-wide rebellion 
against the Japanese.  
 

MARCH 28 
American minesweeper Skylark is sunk by a mine off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
attack cargo ship Wyandot is damaged by near-misses of bombs; LSM-188 is 
damaged by  Kamikaze; LCI(G)-588 is damaged by assault demolition boat.  

 
 Landing craft repair ship Agenor is damaged in collisions with landing craft off 
 Iwo Jima, Volcano island chain. 
   

Japanese frigate Mikura sunk by the submarine Threadfin off Kyushu Island, 
Japan. 
  
U.S. submarine Blackfin is damaged by depth charges off the southeast coast of 
French Indochina, and is forced to terminate her patrol.  
 
U.S. submarines and AAF planes begins attacks on the Japanese convoy HI-88-J 
moving up the coast of French Indochina; submarine Bluegill damages the tanker 
Honan Maru the ex-British War Sirdar off Cape Varella, French Indochina; 
Honan Maru is beached to permit salvage.  AAF B-24s sinks the cargo ship 
Asogawa Maru off Nha Trang, French Indochina.  
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U.S. submarine Snook departs Guam in the Mariana Islands for her ninth war 
patrol; she is contacted by Tigron on April 8th, but she is never seen again. 
 
U.S. submarine Threadfin sinks the Japanese escort vessel Mikura off Kyushu 
Island, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks the Japanese fishing boat Nase Maru west of Oniki 
Cape, southwest coast of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Trigger is sunk by the Japanese patrol vessel Mikura, Coast 
Defense Vessel No.33, and Coast Defense Vessel No.59 in Nansei Shoto, Ryukyu 
Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Tench sinks two small Japanese fishing trawlers with her deck 
gun in the Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Thule sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun off the 
coast of Thailand 
 

 
U.S. submarine USS Snook SS 279.  U.S. Navy photo. 

Japanese submarine I-47, with Kaiten suicide submarines clamped on her deck, is 
damaged by 5th Fleet warship off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands and forced to 
return to Kure Naval Base in Hiroshima, Japan, for repairs. 
 
Floating workshop YR-43, being towed to Kodiak in Alaska by Army tug LT 373, 
breaks free from her towline and runs aground two and half miles south of Zaikof 
Point, Montague Island in the Gulf of Alaska; rescue tug ATR-68 and Coast Guard 
lighthouse tender Cedar  are sent from Kodiak, while tender Bramble is 
dispatched from Seward to assist.  
 
Planes from the carrier Hornet sink the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.33 
south of Kyushu Island, Japan. 

 
The Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 167 and Cha 175 are sunk by 
Allied aircraft, east of Fukashima, Northeast Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
The Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 178 is sunk by a mine. 
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The Japanese cargo ship Tensei Maru is sunk by a mine in Wakamatsu Harbor in 
the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
Soldiers of the Burma National Army, in the central and in southern Burma, joins 
the Allies in their revolt against the Japanese. 
 
Japanese end their siege of Meiktila in Burma and start withdrawing.  General 
Kimura, Commanding General Japanese Forces in Burma, decides that with his 
main communications lines cut, his troops must retreat as best as they can.  Many 
of the troops will manage to escape through Thazi to the east of Meiktila, Burma. 
 
The passenger transport Awa Maru leaves Singapore, Malaya, for Japan with 
2,000 passengers and cargo. 
 
Japanese destroyer squadron moves to Kure Naval Base at Hiroshima in Japan to 
join the Second Fleet to attempt to lure the American fleet within striking distance 
of land-based aircraft. 
 
 
 

 

 

              Officers and men of the U.S. submarine Trigger.  SS 237.  U.S. Navy photo.  

Lahug airfield, two miles northeast of Cebu City on Cebu Island in the 
Philippines, is captured. 
 
The 182nd Infantry attacks two strongly defended hills a mile north of Cebu City, 
on Cebu Island, Philippines, securing one. 

 
Hellcats, Corsair fighters, Avenger torpedo planes, and Helldiver bombers, 
continue their attacks on Japanese positions in the Ryukyu Islands.  

  
Helldiver bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing and Navy search planes of 
Fleet Air Wing Two make neutralizing attack on Japanese bases in the Marshall 
Islands. 
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B-24s of the Fifth Army Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo ship Meiho Maru off 
north coast of Formosa.  
 
15 P-51s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain hits the Chichi Jima airfields in the Bonin Islands and its defenses. In the 
Mariana Islands 10 Guam-based B-24s bomb Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands 
and, five hits Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force uses over 30 fighter-bombers in operations over and behind 
the frontlines in Central Burma hitting Japanese troop concentrations, supply 
dumps, elephant transport, and general targets of opportunity at or near the 
Burmese towns of Wan Hong, Ho-na, Kyu-sawk, Nawnghkio, and Na-ti. 
 
B-24s of the 13th Army Air Force attacks Japanese shipping at Celebes Island, 
Dutch East Indies, sinking the minesweeper W.11 off Makassar and Patrol Boat 
No. 108 off Maniang Island near Celebes Island. 
 
B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs the Haiphong and Hanoi docks in 
French Indochina and Bakli Bay barracks. Nine B-25s and Eight P-40s strike river 
craft and other targets from Yanglowtung to Sienning in China. Nine other B-25s 
assault junks and storage in Lushan area of China and Chingmen, China. 14 B-
25s, operating in small assemblages of one to four planes, assault rivercraft and 
scattered targets of opportunity at several other points in south and east China. 
Over 120fighter-bombers fly over French Indochina and southern and eastern 
China to hammer various targets of opportunity, mainly river, road, and rail traffic 
and enemy troop concentrations; rivercraft and airfields in areas around Kai Tek 
Airfield on Hong Kong Island, China, and Canton, China, Hankow Aerodrome, 
and Wuchandg Airfield in China. 
 
Superfortresses of the 20th Air Force conduct three mining missions during the 
night: 10 B-29s mine the mouth of the Hwangpoo River and the southern channel 
of the Yangtze River at Shanghai in Yangtze River Delta in East China.17 of 18 
B-29s mine the waters off Saigon and Camranh Bay of French Indochina. 32 of 33 
B-29s mine the Singapore, Malaya sea area. 
 
Far East Air Force sends B-24s and fighter-bombers to attack Balete Pass that 
joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, as 
well as tracts and ridges, installations at Santa Fe, Luzon, and ground support 
targets North of Laguna de Bay and in Cavite and Batangas Provinces of Luzon. 
B-25s and A-20s hit Japanese troop concentrations at Baguio and Ilagan. Other 
FEAF bombers hit the Cebu City on Cebu Island and batter the airfields on 
Negros Island, Philippines. B-24s bombs Likanan airfield on Mindanao, 
Philippine Islands. Other B-24s hits Takao and Tainan on Formosa while B-25s 
hits shore targets along French Indochina coast. 
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MARCH 29 
Carrier planes from two task groups attacks airfields and shipping in Kagoshima 
Bay, Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
American assisted by Filipino guerrilla’s lands on Masbate Island in the Masbate 
Islands of the Philippine Islands and captures the town.  
 
North of Cebu City the Japanese detonated an ammunition dump on a hill being 
attacked by Company A of the 182nd Infantry Regiment.  They lost 50 men killed 
or wounded in the explosion. 
 
In an operation associated with the taking of Panay Island, Philippines, U.S. Army 
185th RCT and the 40th Division moves from Iloilo to Pulupandan Point, 
northern Negros Island, Philippines. 
 
Platoon of the 503rd Parachute RCT, under the cover of darkness, lands on Negros  
Island, Philippines to seize a bridge over the Bago River. 
 
In the Philippines on Luzon the 1st Cavalry Division occupies the airfield at Lipa 
in  
southwestern Luzon and east by the South China Sea, Philippine Islands. 
 
The Americal Division on Cebu Island, Philippines, makes a frontal attacks 
against Japanese well-organized defensive positions but makes little progress. 
 
U.S. Marines makes a reconnaissance Mae Shima and Kura Shima, Ryukyu 
Islands. 
 
Tokashiki is declared secured, Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands. 

 
The 77th Division, clearing the approaches to the Okinawa landing beaches 
secures Kerama Islands in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
In Burma the Indian 5th Division reinforced by the Indian 7th Division, operating 
in  
the Meiktila-Taungtha sector, will now fall under the command of the British 
XXXIII Corps. 

 
Underwater Demolition Teams makes a first reconnaissance the Hagushi beaches 
of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, after a delay of a day because of the large number of 
mines found in the areas off the beaches. 

 
Kamikaze pilots hit the minelayer Henry A. Wiley. 
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U.S. submarine and AAF attacks continue against Japanese convoy HI-88-J; 
Bluegill further damages tanker Honan Maru, former British fleet tanker War 
Sirdar, off Cape Varella, French Indochina; Hammerhead  damages the Coast 
Defense Vessel No. 84 north of Cape Varella, French Indochina.  
 
British submarine HMS Spark sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun in 
the Flores Sea, Lesser Sunda Islands in the Dutch East Indies. 
 
The Japanese auxiliary patrol vessel Pa No.173 is sunk by a mine, Wakamatsu in 
the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese submarine I-47 equipped with Kaitens is damaged off Okinawa and 
forced to return to Kure Naval Base at Hiroshima, Japan, for repairs.  

 
 B-25s of the Fifth Army Air Force sinks the Coast Defense Vessel No.18, Coast 
Defense Vessel No.130 and cargo ship Kaiko Maru. B-24s sinks the Japanese 
auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 156, Cha 189, Cha 192, and tanker Iwakuni 
Maru in Takao harbor, Formosa.  
 
Seventh Army Air Force: In the Volcano Island chain 31 Iwo Jima based P-47s 
bombs and strafes Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. Nine B-24s, from Guam in the 
Mariana Islands, bombs Dublon Island in Truk Lagoon, Turk Atoll, Caroline 
Islands.  Warehouses and defense installations on Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands 
are bombed and strafed by Mustangs.  
 
Tenth Army Air Force: Weather conditions limit most operations in Central 
Burma; six B-25s assault Japanese troop concentrations and eight makes an 
unsuccessfully attempt on a pair of bridges immediately behind the Japanese lines.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: Six B-24s bomb the Kataoka Naval Base on Shimushu 
Island, Kuril Islands; Eight B-25s abort a mission to Tomari Cape because of the 
weather and a single B-24 flies a radar-ferret mission along the Paramushiru 
Island coast, Kuril Islands. 
 
18 B-25s escorted by 12 P-40s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs the railroad 
yards at Yoyang. 11 B-24s attack enemy shipping in the South China Sea, at Bakli 
Bay, at Samah Bay, and at Haiphong, heavily damaging a destroyer and a cargo 
ship. Four B-25s claims six small steamers sunk and several vessels damaged in 
Liuchow area while two others hits town area and railroad targets in Dong Giao  
area.  
 
The XX Bomber Command sends out 29 B-29s on their last mission from India as 
they strike Singapore, Malaya, and oil storage facilities on Bukum Island, Malaya. 
During the night two Superfortresses attack individual targets on the Malaya 
Peninsula. 
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B-24s and B-25s from the FEAF attack Toshien, Byoritsu, and Eiko on Formosa. 
B-24s bombs Camalaniugan, Luzon, Philippines.  B-24s and P-51s hit the city of 
Legaspi and the surrounding area of Luzon.  Cebu Island in the Philippines is 
bombed by B-25s in support of ground forces while A-20s help troops landing on 
Negros Island, Philippines. B-24s bombs Oelin airfield on southeastern Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies. 

 
MARCH 30 

United States heavy cruiser Indianapolis is damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

  
High speed transport Roper is damaged in collision with attack transport Arthur 
Middleton, Philippine Sea.  
 
Corsair fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing destroy a building and sink a 
powerboat during attacks on targets in the Palau Islands. Other Marine fighters 
strafe targets on Sonsoral Island southeast of the Palau Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks the Japanese guard boat Eikichi Maru off 
Kagoshima, southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan.  
 
Attacks against Japanese convoy HI-88-J continue: B-25s sinks the auxiliary 
submarine chaser Shinan Maru and damages Coast Defense Vessel No.26 off 
Yulin, Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China.  

 
 Indian troops of the 20th Division capture Kyaukse, Burma.  The British and 

Indian divisions control most of the important points on the road between 
Meiktila and Mandalay, Burma.   
 
Lt. General Kono order Imperial troops on Negros Island, Philippines, to attack 
U.S. Army forces during the night of as they entering Bacolod. The Japanese are 
unable to slow the advance causing the Bacolod detachment to withdraw towards 
the mountains. 

 
 The undefended city of Bacolod is captured on Negros Island, Philippines. 
 

UDT men blow up wooden post embedded in the reef off Bishi Gaiva.  Japanese 
minefields and other obstacles in front of the proposed Okinawa landing beaches  
in the Ryukyu Islands are cleared. 
 
UDT team set off a one-ton demolition charge on the reef of the southern beach of 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. This is carried out at the same time that other teams are 
doing reconnaissance and demolition work on the main landing beaches farther 
north. This is done to confuse the Japanese as to what beach will be used for the   
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landing.  
 
Corsair fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs targets in the Marshall 
Islands.  
 
In the Mariana Islands, 10 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force bombs 
the airfield on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 
 
41 P-38s and P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force hit Japanese troops and supplies 
dumps at or near the Burmese towns of Loiwing, Pawngleng, and Nawnghkio. 
Seven B-25s hits personnel, supply area, and trucks behind Japanese lines in and 
near Laihka and at Kongleng of Burma. Seven other B-25s attacks road bridges, 
knocking out bridge at Loi Putau, Burma.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force Liberators bombs the naval base at Kataoka on 
Shimushu Island in the Northern Kuril Islands.  
 

 Four B-25s, supported by 24 P-40s, from the 14th Army Air Force take out a 
bridge at Chungmow in China. 10 B-25s hits Hsuchang, China,  nine bombard 
Changanyi, China, and nine hammer Yanglowtung railroad yards,15 P-40s flies 
escort. Five B-24s bombs the Samah Bay area of China. Two B-25s bombs the 
Hankow airfield, two bombs Neihsiang, China, and a single B-25s attacks targets 
around the Chinese towns of Fangcheng, Nanyang, and Anlu.  
 
B-24s from the FEAF bombs Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija 
and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines and Solvec Cove areas north of San 
Fernando, Luzon.  B-24s and A-20s hit the Legaspi Port southern Luzon in the 
Philippines and nearby Little Batsan.  B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s hits Bongao on 
Tawi-Tawi Island, Sulu Archipelago, Philippines, Sanga Sanga at the southwest 
end of the Tawi Tawi Island chain near Boreno, Dutch East Indies, and Kuching 
area of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
 
The 314th Wing B-29s attacks the Mitsubishi engine plant at Nagoya on the 
Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan, using pathfinder tactics however 
they miss completely.  Later, during the night other B-29s mine Shimonoseki 
Straits, separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island, and three ports along the 
Straits. This effectively closed this vital supply artery for an entire week. 
 
B-29s of the 20th Bomb Command and the 58th Bomb Wing leaves their bases in 
China and India and flies to Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. 
 
Chinese forces join up with the British 36th Division at the Burmese town of 
Kyaukme.  This action opens the Burma Road from Mandalay to Lashio.  
However Chinese troops will not proceed beyond this position since Chiang Kai-
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shek has gained permission from Admiral Mountbatten not to use them beyond 
the Kyaukme to Hsipaw to Lashio line. 
 

MARCH 31 
Japanese submarine I-8 sunk by the destroyers Morrison and Stockton, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
United States heavy cruiser Pensacola is damaged by collision, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
 British carrier force assigned to the Fifth Fleet, strikes at the Sakishima Island   

Group, part of the Ryukyu Islands, hitting installations on Ishigaki Island, west of 
Okinawa and the second-largest island of the Yaeyama Island group, and Miyako 
Retto Island of the southern Ryukus Islands of Japan.  

   
 Kamikazes damage the light minelayer Adams; attack transport Hinsdale; and  
 LST-724 and LST-884.  

 
Small seaplane tender Coos Bay is damaged when rammed accidentally by U.S. 
cargo ship Matagorda, Central Pacific.  
 
U.S. freighter John C. Fremont is damaged by a mine south of Pier 7 in Manila  
Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

 
Mines damage Japanese destroyer Hibiki off Hime Jima off Kyushu Island of 
Japan and escort destroyer Inagi off Hesaki.  
 

 Corsairs and Hellcats bombs supply areas in the Palau Islands and other Marine 
 fighters bombs the airstrip on Yap in the western Caroline Islands. 
  

Corsairs, Hellcat fighters, Helldiver bombers, and Avenger torpedo planes from 
 carriers of the U.S. Pacific Fleet supports the Okinawa operation by inflicted 
 damage on Japanese forces in the Ryukyus Islands. 
 

Japanese forces begins withdrawing eastward from Meiktila, Burma, after an  
attempt to capture the town. 
 
On Zamboanga, Mindanao in the Philippines, Lt. General Tokichi Hojo orders the 
remains of his 54th Independent Mixed Brigade withdrawal north along the 
peninsula of the island. 
 
British submarine HMS Spark sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
Flores Sea bordering the Lesser Sunda Islands and Celebes Island in the Dutch 
East Indies. 
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U.S. forces in the Kerama Islands, located southwest of Okinawa Island, discover 
350 suicide boats.  These boats are positioned to attack shipping during the 
expected invasion of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. American forces have now 
secured all the islands of the Kerama Group and mopping-up operations are under 
way. 

 
 Americans forces lands without opposition on Keise Shima, four islets just eight 
 miles west of the Okinawan capital of Naha.  420th Field Artillery Group lands on 
 Keise Shima with 155mm guns.  The guns are set up in full view of the Japanese 
 occupying the high ground on Okinawa.  
 

General Ushijima orders a "surprise shelling" of Keise on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, with 250-mm. shells to begin at midnight, after which army and navy 
commands are to be dispatch raiding infiltration units to Keise. There are no 
casualties or damage.  

 
In the Philippines on Luzon small groups of guerrillas are beginning to infiltrate 
through the front lines to occupy commanding terrain in the rear of the Japanese 
lines. As each guerrilla force grows in size they attacked the Japanese from the 
rear in coordination with frontal assaults by the American forces. 
 
U.S. 1st Cavalry links up with the 43rd Division in the Santa Maria Valley of 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
U.S. 27th Division losses ground in the Mount Myoko sector of Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
 P-51s of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs Susaki airfield and harbor 

installations at Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands, and other targets on Haha Jima in the 
Bonin Islands. Liberators bomb the runways at Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima in 
the Bonin Islands.  

  
P-38s from the 10th Army Air Force attacks the supply dump at Namsang  
Airfield, Burma. In Central Burma 41 P-38s and P-47s pummel Japanese troops 
and supplies dumps at the Burmese towns of  Loiwing, Pawngleng, and 
Nawnghkio. Seven B-25s assault troops, a supply area, and trucks behind the 
Japanese lines in and near Laihka and at Kongleng, Burma. Seven B-25s strike 
road bridges as well as take out a bridge at Loi Putau in Burma. 

  
 30 B-24s with escort of nine P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force blasts the railroad 

yards at Shihkiachwang, China. 12 B-25s bombs the railroad yards at Sinyang, 
China, while four hit Yanglowtung rail yards. Six B-25s damages a bridge and a 
hits gun position at Sienning in China while six more knock down a bridge near 
Ninh Binh, French Indochina and hits a storage area at Samah Bay on the southern 
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coast of Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China. 26 P-51s 
attacks the Ningpo airfield, China. 

  
Far East Air Force: B-24s again bombs Bongao Island on Tawi-Tawi Island, Sulu 
Archipelago, Philippines, and hits Oelin aerodrome on southeastern Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies. Fighters harass North Borneo airfields and B-24s bombs the 
harbors and shipping at Kiirun, Formosa and Yulin bordering Inner Mongolia to 
the north. 

 
137 of 152 B-29s bomb the military bases around Omura Airfield including the 
Kyushu Island bases of the Fifth Air Fleet also the Tachiarai machine works is 
completely destroyed.  

 
 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY AIR FORCE STRENGTH 1941-1945 
Type of Aircraft 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 
Trainers/Transports/Recon 8,295 22,165 37,498 32,569 24,553 
Fighters 2,170 5,303 11,875 17,198 16,799 
Bombers 1,832 5,836 14,859 22,959 22,393 
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 APRIL 1 
U.S. Marines of the 1st and 6th Marine Divisions, and the U.S. Army XXIV 
Corps, land 60,000 men on the western side of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  The 
Kadena airfield is quickly captured; however the Japanese have concentrated most 
of their forces in the southern part of the island where the defenses are unmatched 
in the Pacific war. 
 
General Mitsuru Ushijima, commander of the Japanese 32nd Army on Okinawa, 
has 85,000 troops stationed on the island.  Admiral Minoru Ota commands 20,000 
naval troops that make up the territorial militia.  The Japanese will rely on the use 
of Kamikaze pilots and Shinyo suicide boats to attack the U.S. Navy off shore. 
 

 
 
 Off Okinawa, Kamikazes damage the battleship West Virginia; attack transports 
 Alpine and Hinsdale, and LST-884; battleship Tennessee is damaged by shell 
 fragments; Japanese dive-bombers damages destroyer Pritchett and minesweeper 
 Skirmish; horizontal bomber damages attack transport Elmore; destroyer escort 
 Vammen is damaged by explosion of undetermined origin (possibly depth charge 
 dropped by Japanese assault demolition boat). Infantry landing craft (mortar) LCI
 (M)-807 is damaged by own mortar explosion; medium landing ship LSM-192 by 
 operational casualty.  
 

In the Volcano Island chain at Iwo Jima a gasoline pipeline is buoyed from shore 
so that submarines can fuel up without having to hoist gas drums around. 

 
U.S. submarine Queenfish inadvertently sinks the Japanese relief ship Awa Maru 
in Formosa Straits separating Formosa from the mainland of China. Awa Maru is 
carrying Red Cross supplies earmarked for distribution to Allied POWs in 
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Singapore in Malaya. The Awa Maru has been guaranteed safe conduct by the 
U.S. Government. She is properly marked and lighted, but Queenfish's 
commanding officer does not discern the markings in the foggy weather in which 
his boat encounters the enemy vessel.  

  
British ships are not immune from the "divine wind" as a Kamikaze plane  
damages the British fleet carrier HMS Indefatigable; destroyer HMS Ulster is 
damaged by a bomb.  
 
British submarine HMS Thule sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
coast of Thailand. 
Installations on Ishigaki Island west of Okinawa of the Yaeyama Island group and 
Miyako Island in the Sakishima Group, are heavily attacked by carrier planes of 
the British Pacific Fleet sailing with the Fifth Fleet.  
 
Soldiers of the AIF 6th Division replace dock workers at Cairns in Australia who 
are on strike demanding more pay because of the danger present in loads ship 
bound for the war zone. 
 
In the Philippines on the Villa Verde Track of Luzon the 32nd Division regains 
ground lost to the Japanese. 

 
The 158th Regimental Combat Team carries out its amphibious assault on Bicol 
Peninsula and soon captures the city of Legaspi and Libog on the southeastern tip 
of Luzon.  
 
On Negros Japanese Lt. General Kono orders the Fabrica garrison to move to 
south and join the main garrison in the mountain redoubt east of Bacolod on the 
northwestern coast of Negros in the Visayan Islands, Philippines. 

 
Four American warships are damaged by Kamikaze aircraft including the 
battleship West Virginia off the island of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Northern Central Area Command, NCAC, operations stops and its units returned 
to China. The 36th Division is withdrawn to India. A U.S. lead guerrilla force, 
OSS 101 Detachment, takes over the military responsibilities of NCAC, while 
British civil affairs and other units step in to take over other responsibilities. 
 
In Burma the British Command Headquarters reorganizes its forces.  The IV 
Corps will be made up of the Indian 15th and 17th Divisions with the 255th Tank 
Brigade.  The IV corps will attack towards Mandalay and Rangoon in Burma as 
the 19th Indian Division performs mopping up operation in the rear of the Corps.  
The XXXIII Corps will move southwest following the Irrawaddy River of Burma 
towards Prome, Burma, with the British 2nd Division, 7th and 20th Indian Divisions 
and 268th Indian Brigade. 



 1606 

 
 The British 36th Division begins to push down the railroad right of way from  

Mandalay to Rangoon in Burma. 
 

B-25s of the 10th Army Air Force attack roads and bridges behind Japanese lines 
in central Burma. 

 
The Fourteenth Army Air Force sends B-24s to bomb Fort Bayard storage area in 
Zhanjiang, China. B-25s and P-51s attack river shipping and warehouses in 
Sienning-Puchi area of China. B-25s to attack railroad targets at Ninh Binh and 
Minh Koi, China.  B-25s to hit warehouses and other buildings at Hsuchang, 
China, while three bombers damages a bridge at Changtuikuan, China. Also, P-
51s pound the airfields in the Shanghai located in the Yangtze River Delta in East 
China.  

  
B-24s of the Far East Air Force (FEAF) attack the Giran airfield on Formosa 
Island while B-25s and P-47s sweep wide areas. On Luzon B-24s, A-20s, and 
fighter bombers hit the Legaspi area, where U.S. amphibious landing are taking 
place, targets North of Balete Pass in Luzon, Philippines, the Batangas area in 
southwestern Luzon Island, Philippines, and B-24s hit the Oelin airfield on 
southeastern Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  B-24s bombs Japanese shipping at 
Keelung, Formosa. 
  
73rd Wing dispatches 121 B-29s to attack the Musashino factory in Nagoya 
located on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan. 1,019 tons of bombs 
are dropped, there are just four hits. Six B-29s mine the waters off Kure Naval 
Base at Hiroshima, Japan, in the third of six mine drops carried out in support of 
ICEBERG. 

 
Twenty-six B-29s fly their final bomber missions from India bases.  During the 
month of April the Twentieth Air Force’s  25th Bombardment Squadron (Very 
Heavy), 40th Bombardment Group (Very Heavy), the 676th, 677th and 678th 
Bombardment Squadrons (Very Heavy), 444th Bombardment Group (Very 
Heavy), and the 768th, 769th and 770th Bombardment Squadrons (Very Heavy), 
462d Bombardment Group will transfer from Chakulia in India, Dudhkundi in the 
Indian state of West Bengal, and Piardoba of West Bengal, India to West Field on 
the island of Tinian in the Mariana Islands with their Superfortresses. 

 
APRIL 2 

 U.S. Navy destroyer Shaw is damaged by grounding near Leyte, Philippines. 
 
  U.S. submarine Hardhead lays mines off Cape Kamao, Cochin China. 
 

Submarine Sea Devil attacks the Japanese convoy TAMO-51 in the central 
Yellow Sea between China and the Korean Peninsula, sinking the auxiliary vessel 
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Edogawa Maru, cargo ship Nisshin Maru, and cargo ship Daijo Maru and 
damaging the cargo ship Yamaji Maru.  

 
British submarine HMS Rorqual sinks two Japanese sailing vessels with her deck  
gun west of Sumatra, Dutch East Indies. 
 
British submarine HMS Stygian sinks Japanese coastal ship south of Kangean 
Island in the Java Sea, Dutch East Indies.  
 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a small Japanese gunboat with her deck 
gunfire, Nicobar Islands, India. 

 
Ten United States naval vessels are damaged around Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
islands by Kamikaze, horizontal bombers, dive-bombers, or friendly gunfire; 
transport Dickerson, LST-884(carrying 800 Marines), transport Telfair, Goodhue, 
and Henrico. 
 
U.S. Marine aircraft fly cover for, 163rd RCT (Reinforced), of the 41st Army 
Division as the go ashore at Sanga Sanga and Bongao Islands in the Sulu 
Archipelago, Philippine Islands. 

 
Corsair, Hellcats, and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing  
attack houses, a causeway, a bridge, and set a supply dump on fire in the Palau 
Islands.  

 
 Navy Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two make neutralizing attacks on 
 Japanese held bases in the Marshall Islands.  
 

In the Volcano Island chain on Iwo Jima approximately 200 Japanese soldiers 
attack an infantry command post.  They are all killed in fighting that last through 
the night. 

 
U.S. troops land on Sanga Sanga, Sulu Island, Philippine Islands without a 
struggle.  They find that Filipino guerrillas had already secured the island prior to 
their landing. 

 
U.S. Army lands troops on the undefended islands of Bongao in the Tawi Tawi 
group of the Philippine Archipelago. 
 
On Negros Island in the Philippines the Imperial garrisons at Silay and Talisay 
withdraw into the mountains. 

 
U.S. Army 185th Infantry captures Talisay and the nearby airfield on Negros 
Island in the Philippines. 
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The 2nd Marine Division stops the main body of Japanese forces on Okinawa in 
the Ryukyu Islands by a diversionary move against the Minatoga beaches on the 
eastern side of the island.  
 
U.S.M.C. 6th Division occupies the peninsula northwest of Hagushi on Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

  
In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. Infantry 7th Division reaches the east coast of 
Okinawa at Nagagusuku cutting the island in two. 

 
Japanese planes attack a convoy heading for Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
transporting the 77th Division: one LTC, three destroyers, and four assault crafts 
are damaged. 

 
British carrier planes attack Sakashima Gunto Island located at the southernmost 
end of the Japanese Archipelago. 

 
 The British carrier Glory is commissioned. 
 

The 7th Army Air Force sends 12 Guam-based B-24s to bomb Marcus Island in 
the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly island of Japan. 
 

 28 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out abridge Southeast of That Khe,  
French Indochina, bombs the town area of Vinh in French Indochina, damages a 
bridge approaches at Kep, French Indochina, hits enemy shipping and other 
targets along coast the of Gulf of Tonkin off the east coast of French Indochina, 
southern China, and Hainan Island's west coast, and blast the town area of Luc 
Nam, French Indochina. 25 B-25s attacks trucks, tanks, and rivercraft at or near 
the Chinese towns of Sichuan, Neihsiang, Sinyang, Mingkiang, Siangtan, 
Kweiping, Nanning, and Hengshan.  Four B-24s bomb the Kowloon Docks in the 
Hong Kong Island, China area on the Kowloon Peninsula and hit shipping at 
Bakli Bay on Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China and 
Samah Bay, French Indochina. 32 P-51s pounds the airfields in the Shanghai area 
of the Yangtze River Delta in East China. Approximately 140 other fighter 
bombers attack numerous targets scattered throughout South and East China, 
including troops, trucks, horses, river shipping, bridges, gun positions, airfields, 
rail traffic, and town areas. 

  
B-24s of the FEAF bomb the harbor at Hong Kong Island. B-25s and fighter 
bombers attack Bamban bridges in Central Luzon in the Philippines, Balete Pass 
that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, 
and the Baguio area in northern Luzon and Penablanca in northeast Luzon. Troops 
at Cebu City, Cebu Island, Philippines, and on Negros Island, Philippines, are 
bombed by B-25s and fighter-bombers. B-24s bombs the Sarangani Bay area on 
the southern tip of Mindanao in the Philippines.  B-24s hit the Sandakan shipyards 
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on the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies and Tawau airfield, 
Northern Borneo. 

 
Six B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the harbor at Kure at Hiroshima, 
Japan, while more than 100 bomb the Nakajima Aircraft factory in Tokyo. Nine 
B-29s mine waters off Hiroshima, southwest end of Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
APRIL 3 

U.S. escort carrier Wake Island is damaged by a Kamikaze off Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, as well as two other vessels are hit. 

 
U.S. Navy Task Force 58 planes sink the Japanese guardboat No.1 Taijin Maru 
and damage the guardboat No.2 Hosei Maru southeast of Japan; and sink the 
cargo ship Imari Maru off southwestern Kyushu Island, Japan.  

 
Fast carriers aircraft of the U.S. Pacific Fleet attack targets in the Sakishima Island  
Group an island chain located at the southernmost end of the Japanese 
Archipelago. Aircraft from several U.S. carriers attack enemy aircraft, airfields, 
and other installations in the Amami Group, part of the Satsunan Islands, a group 
of islands in the Ryukyu Archipelago.  

British submarine HMS Thule sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun off 
Thailand. 

U.S. Navy land-based aircraft sink the Japanese tanker No.30 Nanshin Maru, the 
 only surviving ship of the ill-starred convoy HI-88-I, in Nha Trang Bay, French 
 Indochina. 
 
 Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack buildings, vehicles, and barges 
 in and around the Palau Islands. Fighter planes continue their neutralizing attacks 
 on enemy held bases in the Marshall Islands. 
 

Seabees begin construction of a third airfield on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain. 

 
YMS-71 is sunk by a mine off Sanga Sanga at the southwest end of the Tawi Tawi 
Island chain near Boreno, Dutch East Indies. 

 
United States troops of the 40th Division land on Masbate Island, Masbate 
Islands, Philippines, to help Filipino guerrillas. 

 
Weather continued to wreak havoc on the offensive performance of the 10th Army 
Air Force as operations allowing only a few fighter-bombers to hit Japanese 
troops in a wooded area near Kenglong, Burma. 

 



 1610 

Fourteenth Army Air Force: 17 B-25s bombs Pinglo in China.  Elsewhere in 
China fighter-bombers attack bridges at Hsitu and between Chuting and 
Hengyang, destroy pontoon bridges in the Kanchou area, hit Yangtong airfield. 
Targets of opportunity are struck in the areas around the Chinese towns of Tayu, 
Hankow, Kanchou, Yoyang, and Ishan- Hwaiyuanchen. In French Indochina the 
Ninh Binh and the Hai Duong railroad yards are hit by over 60 fighter-bombers, a 
bridge is knock out at Thinh Duc, also hit is river traffic and other targets of 
opportunity at several locations including Cao Bang, and damage is done to 
bridges at Gian Khau and Mon Cay in French Indochina.  

 
Hong Kong Island docks in China are again bombed by B-24s of the Far East Air 
Force sinking  the cargo vessels Heikai Maru and Shozan Maru, and damaging 
escort vessel Manju. Other B-24s and B-25s hit airfield, and railroad yards at Kagi 
on Formosa Island while A-20s sweep other rail targets. On Luzon Island in the 
Philippines  fighter-bombers and A-20s attack the Balete Pass that joins the 
provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Baguio in the mountains to 
the west of La Union Province, Luzon, and Naguilian north of the Cagayan Valley 
supply targets, the Laguna de Bay area of the largest lake in the Philippines 
located east of Manila, Luzon, and Infanta northeast of Manila and bordered by 
Lamon Bay on the east and Tayabas Bay on the west, Luzon, also, Miri airfield  at 
Sarawak on the island of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, troops in the Cebu City of 
Cebu Island, Philippines. Targets on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of 
Borneo, are bombed. B-25s attack northern Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin 
off the coast of China. 
 
Nine B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the waters off Hiroshima, 
southwestern Honshu Island, Japan. Twice during early morning, 48 B-29s hits 
the aircraft plant at Shizuoka on the coast of the Pacific Ocean of Honshu Island, 
Japan, about halfway between Tokyo and Nagoya. 68 attack the Koizumi aircraft 
factory and urban areas in Tokyo, Japan. and 100 strike the aircraft plant at 
Tachikawa and the urban area of Kawasaki City located between Tokyo and 
Yokohama along the south bank of the Tama River on Honshu Island, Japan.   
 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff reorganize the Pacific command in preparation of the 

 invasion of Japan.  The command is split into three parts, MacArthur is in charge 
 of ground forces, Nimitz is in command of all naval forces, and LeMay chief of 
 the B-29 force.   

 
Allies decide to focus military strategy on forcing Japan to surrender by 
continuing to move towards Tokyo.  This downgrades the importance of the 
Dutch East Indies and orders MacArthur to not invade Java. 

 
In northern Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, U.S. Marines of the 1st Marine Division 
advance from 4,000 to 6,000 yards and reach the east coast near Katchin 
Peninsula and cutting it off.  

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/china_hankow.html
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APRIL 4 

United States high-speed transport Dickerson is damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa,   
Ryukyu Islands, LCI-82 is sunk by assault demolition boat; destroyer Norman 
Scott is damaged in collision with the tanker Cimarron; Kamikaze damages the 
destroyer Wilson off the southern end of Kerama Retto; destroyer Sproston is 
damaged by near-miss by bomb. Tanker Cowanseque is damaged in a storm; 
LSM-12 founders in heavy weather. Groundings account for damage to LST-70, 
LST-166, LST-570, LST-624, LST-675, LST-689, LST-736, LST-756, and LST-
781. LST-399 is damaged in collision with salvage vessel Gear.  
 
U.S. submarine Gabilan sinks a small Japanese vessel her deck with gun in the 
Java Sea, located between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the north, 
Java to the south; Sumatra to the west. 
 
U.S. submarine Tunny sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun east of the  
Bonin Islands. 

 
British submarine HMS Spark attacks Japanese light cruiser Isuzu without 
success, in the Flores Sea in the Lesser Sunda Islands and Celebes Island in the 
Dutch East Indies. 

  
 Japanese escort vessel Mokuto is sunk by a mine dropped by B-29 in Shimonoseki 
 Strait separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island.  
 
 Japanese cargo ship Hozan Maru is sunk by a mine.  
 

Japanese submarines RO-64 and RO-67 are damaged by mines dropped by B-29s 
in the Inland Sea. 

 
Japanese hospital ship Arimasan Maru is damaged by a mine, while en route to 
Singapore, Malaya.  
 
Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb warehouse 
and supply areas in the Palau Islands. Other Marine fighters attack the piers at 
Yap in the western Caroline Islands. 

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands all three runways of the Yontan airfield are 
declared operational for fighter aircraft. 

 
XXIV Corps of the Tenth Army makes first contact with Japanese defensive   
fortifications in southern Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
The Joint-Chiefs-of-Staff designates General MacArthur CINCUSAFPAC and 
Admiral Nimitz CINTCPOA. 
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24 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Angaur Island in the Palau Islands, 
Caroline Islands, strike building at Bunawan, Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
The weather allowed only a small number of attacks by the Tenth Army Air Force  

 on enemy troop concentrations, food, and fuel supplies in central Burma. 
 

In French Indochina, the Fourteenth  Army Air Force  sends two B-25s into  the 
Gulf of Tonkin off the east coast of French Indochina, southern China, and Hainan 
Island's west coast and they sink a junk. Six P-38s strafe trucks around  the French 
Indochina towns of Dien Bien Phu, Moc Chau, and Son La. 

 
B-24s of the FEAF deploy to Formosa where they bomb the Toyohara airfield, 
Mako harbor, and Tokichito Island.  A-20s hit the Shinchiku factories and rail 
yards on Formosa. B-24s bombs the harbor at Hong Kong Island, China. P-38s 
and P-51s hammer a variety of targets in central Luzon Island of the Philippines 
while A-20s and P-38s hit the Calauag area a part of Calabarzon Region of Luzon 
in the Philippines. A-20s strike northwest Negros Island in the Philippines and B-
24s bomb targets in Central Mindanao.  

 
U.S. Tenth Army holds a portion of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands that is fifteen 
miles long and three to ten miles wide, including Yontan and Kadena airfields. 

 
On Okinawa Troops of U.S. 24th Corps are brought to a halt on a line just south 
of Kuba while 10th Army begins to run into the first real Japanese resistance. 

  
APRIL 5 

United States Naval Advance Air Base is established at Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain. 

 
 B-24s, B-26s, and P-38s of the 5th Army Air Force attack a Japanese convoy, 

sinking the cargo ship Kine Maru in Pinghai Wan northeast of Hong Kong Island, 
China. 

  
18 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands go after 
targets on Eten and Dublon Island in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
22 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands, strike bivouac area 
at Bunawan, Mindanao, Philippines.  Liberators bomb the dock installations and 
buildings at Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
 
27 fighter-bombers of the Fourteenth Army Air Force, on armed reconnaissance, 
attack enemy troops positions, horses, river and road traffic, and rail movement at 
Son La, French Indochina and at Shanhsien and Shihkiachwang, and in the 
Tehsien and Loyang-Pinglo area of China. 
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Twentieth Air Force: Headquarters of the 315th Bombardment Wing (Very 
Heavy) arrives at Northwest Field on Guam in the Mariana Islands from the 
United States west coast. 

 
Far East Air Force: B-24s bomb Kowloon Docks at Hong Kong Island in China , 
damaging the Coast Defense Vessel No.1 and Coast Defense Vessel No.52, 
submarine chasers Ch 9 and Ch 20, and fleet tanker Kamoi and nearby airfields, 
while other B-24s bomb Kiirun Harbor in Formosa. Over 180 flights are made in 
support of ground forces on Luzon. A-20s and patrolling P-61s support troops on 
Cebu Island and Negros Island, Philippines. P-38s hit Tarakan and Tawau, 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
 Neutralizing raids on Japanese bases in the Marshall Islands are continued by  

planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing.  Hellcat, Corsair, and Avenger torpedo 
plane attack a warehouse, barges, and vehicles in the Palau Islands.  

 
 Molotov tells the Japanese Ambassador to the Soviet Union that the U.S. S. R. 
 will not renew the 1941 Nonaggression Pact. 
 

Admiral Kantaro Suzuki. 
General Kuniaki Koiso cabinet in Japan resigns; Admiral 
Kantaro Suzuki becomes Prime Minister and Kiichiro 
Hiranuma, President of the Privy Council. 

 
   The Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial Japanese Navy, 

Soemu Toyoda, gives the order for the battleship Yamato to be   
used in a Kamikaze attack on the Allied Fleet at Okinawa, 

Ryukyu Islands.  Operation Ten-go is to start April 6th with all available ships, 
battleship Yamato, cruiser Yahagi, and destroyers lead by Vice-Admiral Seichi 
Ito.  Each ship is to be filled with enough fuel to sail to Okinawa.  There they will 
beach themselves and become an unsinkable island fortress. 
 
U.S. shore battery sinks Japanese auxiliary minelayer No.2 Shinto Maru and 
damages auxiliary minelayer Taian Maru in Naha Harbor, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 
 
U.S. Navy battleship Nevada is damaged by coastal defense gun, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands of Japan, a dud aerial torpedo damages the light minelayer Harry 
F. Bauer. Collisions account for damage to seaplane tender Thornton and tanker 
Escalante; landing craft repair ship Agenor, LST-273, LST-646, LST-810, LST-
923, LST-940, LST-1000; and LST-698 is damaged by grounding. 

 
Mines dropped by B-29s sinks the Japanese cargo ships No.13 Nichinan Maru, Iki 
Maru, and Jozan Maru.  
  

 U.S. submarine Hardhead attacks unescorted Japanese convoy SASI-45,  
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 damaging the cargo ship Araosan Maru in the Gulf of Thailand. 
 
 U.S. submarine Besugo twice attacks Japanese light cruiser Isuzu in the Flores  

Sea, that border the Lesser Sunda Islands and Celebes Island in the Dutch East 
Indies. 

 
Boarding party from U.S. submarine Bluegill completes destruction of the 
beached and abandoned fleet tanker Honan Maru with demolition charges and 
incendiaries, near Nha Trang, French Indochina.  
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks seven Japanese landing craft with her 
deck gunfire or by boarding and using demolition charges in the Strait of Malacca, 
connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 

  
 Japanese submarine RO-41 is sunk by the U.S. destroyer Hudson in the Okinawa 
 area of the Ryukyu Islands. 
 

On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, American army troops encounter the first 
sustained, fierce Japanese resistance along; the well-fortified high ground to the 
south.   
 
The 22nd Marine Regiment on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, makes slow progress in 
the narrowest part of the island known as the Isthmus of Ishikawa. 

 
Fleet Marine Force Reconnaissance Battalion lands on the northern coast of 
Tsugen Shima, Eastern Islands, Ryukyus Islands.  This one of the six islands that 
guard the entrances to Okinawa's eastern beaches that is defended in strength. 
 

 General MacArthur takes control of all Army forces in the Pacific and Admiral 
 Nimitz will take control of all naval forces in preparation for the invasion of 

Japan after the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff announces the split command.  General Hap 
Arnold remains in control of the 20th Air Force. 

 
The Imperial Navy commands its remaining warships to attack the Americans in a 
mass suicide at anchorage off Kadena, Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  Each ship 
is fueled for a one-way passage. 

 
 In Japan, Manhood Corps are organized to start building defensive positions. 
 

South of Manila the U.S. 43rd Division moving along Bay Lagoon, captures 
Lumban as well as bridge over the Pagsanjan River.  Later the division joins up 
with the 5th Cavalry.  
 
At the entrance of  Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines, U.S. Engineers pump 
thousands of gallons of diesel oil through ventilation shafts on Caballo Island and 
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set off fiery explosion with white phosphorus.  This is repeated over the next two 
days. 

 
Colonel Fertig signals General Eichelberger that the airfield at Malabang on 
Mindanao had been captured by his guerrillas. 

 
APRIL 6 

First heavy air attack of Ten-Go air operation is made up of massed formations of  
400 Kamikaze aircraft called Kikusui, Floating Chrysantherium, is unleashed by 
Admiral Toyoda, is made against Allied shipping around the Okinawa area by 
Kamikaze and other type of planes. The destroyer Bush is sunk; four Kamikazes 
irreparably damage the destroyer Colhoun, which is then scuttled by destroyer 
Cassin Young. High speed minesweeper Emmons is damaged by five planes; 
destroyer Mullany is damaged by two; as is destroyer escort Witter. Other 
Kamikazes damage the destroyers Morris while the high speed transport Daniel T. 
Griffin is damaged by collision with Morris as she fights fires alongside, Leutze, 
and Newcomb; Howorth; Haynesworth; minesweepers Facility; Defense; and 
Devastator; destroyer escort Fieberling, high speed minesweeper Rodman, and 
minesweeper Ransom; motor minesweepers YMS-311, and YMS-321, and LST-
447. Near-misses by Kamikazes damage the small carrier San Jacinto, and 
destroyer Harrison. Destroyer Hyman is damaged by Kamikaze and torpedo; 
destroyer Taussig is damaged by near-miss of bombs; high speed minesweeper 
Harding  is damaged by horizontal bomber. Friendly fire accounts for damage to 
battleship North Carolina; light cruiser Pasadena; destroyer Hutchin from 
destroyer Heywood L. Edwards; attack transport Barnett and attack cargo ship 
Leo; attack transport Audrain; LST-241, and LST-1000; and submarine chaser 
PC(S)-1390. U.S. freighter Logan Victory, carrying 7,000 tons of ammunition, is 
irreparably damaged by Kamikaze off Kerama Retto. The burning merchantman is 
then scuttled. U.S. freighter Hobbs Victory, also carrying ammunition, is attacked 
by two Kamikazes northwest of Kerama Retto one manages to crash the freighter 
and start uncontrollable fires that lead to her abandonment. Minesweeper Success 
rescues survivors, transferring them later to attack transport Gosper. Hobbs 
Victory explodes and sinks the following morning. Nearly 300 Japanese planes are 
expended. 
 
The Japanese battleship Yamato leaves the Inland Sea accompanied by the cruiser 
Yahagi, and eight destroyers on a Kamikaze mission to Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands.  Admiral Toyoda launches the first of ten planned Kamikaze air attack 
against Allied shipping around Okinawa. 

 
Kamikaze aircraft attack the British carrier Indefatigable and the destroyer Ulster.  
The Ulster is damaged so badly that she will be towed to Ulithi Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands for repairs. 
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U.S. submarine Besugo sinks Japanese minesweeper W.12 in Saeku Strait, Dutch 
East Indies. 
 
U.S. submarine Hardhead again attacks unescorted Japanese convoy SASI-45, 
sinking the cargo ship Araosan Maru in Gulf of Thailand. 
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks three Japanese landing craft and six 
junks by using her deck gun in the Strait of Malacca connecting the Andaman Sea, 
Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
A carrier task force of the British Pacific Fleet attacks airfields and other 
installations on Ishigaki and Miyako in the Sakishima group part of the Ryukyu 
Islands, an island chain located at the southernmost end of the Japanese 
Archipelago.  
 
11 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
hammers defensive positions and the airfield on Marcus in the northwestern 
Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 23 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau 
Island in the Caroline Islands, bombs the barracks and the wharf at Bunawan, 
Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
Eight, Tenth Army Air Force, B-24s attack and photograph Kurabu, Burma, 
especially the airfield, while eight B-25s assault radar installations in an all-out 
attack on the Burmese areas of Hayakegawa, Kotani Shima, and Minami Cape, 
dropping napalm-filled incendiaries for the first time.  Buildings and shipping in 
north part of Hayakegawa, Burma, are hit especially hard.70 plus fighter-bombers 
attacked enemy troop concentrations, artillery positions, tanks, trucks, fuel dumps, 
and general targets of opportunity.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: In the Kuril Islands northeast from Hokkaido Island, 
Japan, eight B-24s assault and photograph Kurabu on Paramushiru Island, 
especially the airfield, while eight B-25s strike a radar installations in an all-out 
attack on Hayakegawa, Kotani Island, Kuril Islands, and Minami Cape, dropping 
napalm for the first time; buildings and shipping in northern part of Hayakegawa 
in the Kotani Island, Kuril Islands are pounded; another B-25 flies weather 
reconnaissance. 
 
Three B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force hits targets in Bakli Bay area of French 
Indochina. Four P-38s knocks out a bridge in Dien Bien Phu area, French 
Indochina. Eight P-51s blast railroad targets, enemy troops, horses, and boat 
landings in the Chengheien area of China and along Lung Hai railroad and Yellow 
River of China. 
 
The FEAF sends B-25s to bomb the town of Hokko, Formosa, B-24s to bomb the 
towns north of Cebu City on Cebu Island in the Philippines, and B-24s are 
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deployed to bomb the Jolo Island, Sulu Archipelago, in the southwest Philippines 
defenses and ammunition and supply dumps.  

 
Eager for offensive action, members of the staff of the Japanese 32nd Army 
propose at a conference that an all-out attack be made to drive the Americans out 
southern Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  

 
 U.S. Marine scouts land on Tsuger Shima, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

The Marine Third Amphibious Corps on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, advances 
about 3,000 yards to the vicinity of Nago Town on the west coast and Ora Bay on 
the east coast.  

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, the 29th Marines reach Chuda, Okinawa, and throw up a 
defensive line across the isthmus on the road. 

 
 U.S. Army troops along the east coast of Okinawa in the southern sector advance 
 about 2,000 yards and occupied the town of Tsuwa.  
 

The 96th Army Division opened an attack against the Shuri defenses in the 
southern sector of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
32nd Division of the U.S. Army advances on Kapintalan on Luzon in the 
Philippines after overrunning a hill in Salacsac Pass. 
 
The 158th Regimental Combat Team lands at Legaspi, in southern Luzon in the 
Philippines. 

 
At Manila on Luzon in the Philippines, Headquarters United States Army Forces 
in the Pacific, AFPAC, is established under General MacArthur.  

 
Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One attack airfields in Kyushu Island, Japan, 
destroying fighters on the ground and damaging more by strafing. 

 
Dutch B-25s and RAAF B-24s attack the Japanese light 
cruiser Isuzu off Flores, Dutch East Indies.  
 
Japanese destroyer Amatsukaze is sunk by U.S. Army 
aircraft off the coast of China. 

                                   General Douglas MacArthur. U.S. Army photo. 

Mines sink the Japanese cargo ships Koun Maru in the 
Yangtze River near Chinkiang, Kabuto Maru and Hsing Yun Maru in the Yangtze 
River, near Chinkiang, China.  
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Japanese cargo ship Fhimi Maru is sunk by mine in Shimonoseki Straits 
separating  

the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan.  
 

APRIL 7 
American aircraft from Vice Admiral Mitscher’s Task Force 58 fast carriers attack 
Japanese naval force of Operation Ten-go sailing through the East China Sea 
toward Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands on a finial banzai attack; the Japanese 
battleship Yamato, light cruiser Yahagi, destroyers  Asashimo, Hamakaza, 
Isokaza, and the Karumi are sunk. The Yamato is hit by five bomb and ten 
torpedoes before sinking with approximately 2498 IJN sailors.  
 
A carrier task force of the British Pacific Fleet attacked airfields and other 
installations on Ishigaki and Miyako in the Sakishima group located at the 
southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago 
 

 Japanese light cruiser Isuzu is sunk by the submarines Gabilan and Charr off 
 Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 

U.S. submarine Tirante sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Tama Maru 
east of Shokokusanto, southwest of Korea.  
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea. 

 
U.S. Navy nurses go ashore on Iwo Jima of the Volcano Islands: Ensign Jane 
Kendeigh and Lt. Ann Purvis. 

 
U.S. Marines occupy Nago and Taira near end of Motobu peninsula, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
The Twenty Fourth Army Corps drives into heavily defended terrain in the 
southern sector of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, and captured the villages of 
Uchitomari and Kaniku.  

 
On Cebu Island in the Philippines the Americal Division begins to encircle the 
Imperial Navy's 33rd Special Base Force positions on the northeast. This 
encirclement threatens to sever the Japanese withdraw route to the north.  The 
naval force counterattacks the American push and temporarily halted the drive. 
 
The U.S. 25th Division starts action to encircle the Japanese at Kapintalan on 
Luzon, Philippines.  
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In the Philippines on Luzon at Salacsac Pass on the Villa Verde Track is attacked 
by the American 32nd Division after a heavy air and artillery attack. 

 
 Hellcat and Corsair fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs and 

strafes warehouses and other installations in the Palau Islands.  
 
 The first Marine F4U lands on Yontan airfield, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.. 
 

Seventh Army Air Force: 24 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands, Caroline 
Islands, bombs barracks area at Bunawan, Mindanao, Philippines. In the Volcano 
Island chain, Iwo Jima based P-51 Mustangs make their first attack on Japan after 
escorting B-29s to Japan. 
 
95 fighter-bombers of the Tenth Army Air Force operating over and behind  
Japanese lines in central Burma hammer Japanese troop concentrations, trucks, 
supply areas, and swept over the roads seeking any activity.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: A single B-24 makes a radar-ferret mission along the 
coasts of Paramushiru and Harumukotan Islands in the Kuril Islands northeast 
from Hokkaido Island, Japan. 

 
 14 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force hits Chinese town areas of Sichuan,  

Hsihhsiassuchi, Neihsiang, Shaoyang, and Nanchang.  24 P-51s go after river, 
road and rail traffic in the Yellow River area of China, south of Anyi, at 
Yuncheng, China, and at Tengfeng, China. Four B-24s bombs the harbors and 
dock at Bakli and Samah Bays, French Indochina, and at Haiphong, French 
Indochina. Eight P-38s hits targets around Dien Bien Phu and the Nam Hon area 
of French Indochina. 

  
B-24s and P-38s of the FEAF fly over Formosa hitting targets of opportunity.   
Also, other B-24s as well as P-38s hits Jolo Island. B-24s bombs the Bima airfield 
on Soembawa Island in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies. 

 
General LeMay splits his command to hit targets in Japan. 101 of 107 B-29s of 
the 73rd Bombardment Group of the Twentieth Air Force bomb the Nakajima 
aircraft engine plant at Tokyo, Japan; two others hit targets of opportunity; three 
B-29s are lost. 153 of 194 B-29s of the 313th and the 314th Bombardment Groups 
of the Twentieth Air Force hit the Mitsubishi aircraft plant at Nagoya on the 
Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan; 29 others hit targets of opportunity. 
P-51 Mustangs from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands escort the B-29s on their 
bombing missions to Japan. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, off Okinawa, high speed minesweeper Emmons, 
irreparably damaged by five Kamikazes the previous day, is scuttled by high speed 
minesweeper Ellyson; LST-447 sinks as the result of damage inflicted by 
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Kamikaze the previous day. Motor gunboat PGM-18 is sunk by mine; while 
picking up PGM-18's survivors, motor minesweeper YMS-103 is damaged by 
mine.  
 
Also off Okinawa, Kamikazes damage carrier Hancock; battleship Maryland;  
destroyers Longshaw, and Bennett; destroyer escort Wesson; and motor 
minesweeper YMS-81; shore battery damages motor minesweeper YMS-427; LST-
698 is damaged by grounding; LST-890 is damaged in collision with LST-788.  
 
Japanese fleet tanker Kamoi is sunk by aircraft, Hong Kong Island, China.  
 
Mine laid by B-29s sinks the Japanese cargo ship Hatsukari Maru off Wakamatsu 
Harbor in the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
Mine damages Japanese naval auxiliary Shinto Maru below Woosung, China.  
Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No.43 Hino Maru is damaged by aircraft, 
south end of Hirato Jima, near Kyushu Island, Japan.  

 
APRIL 8 

At Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the U.S. destroyer Charles J. Badger and the 
attack cargo ship Starr are damaged by suicide boat. 

 
 Off Okinawa, destroyer Gregory is damaged by Kamikaze; motor minesweeper 
 YMS-92 is damaged by mine; LST-939 is damaged in collision with LST-268;  
 LST-940 is damaged by grounding.  
 
 U.S. carrier aircraft attack shipping and other installations in the area of the  

Amami Island, part of the Satsunan Islands a group of islands in the Ryukyu 
Archipelago.  

 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the  
Strait of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea. 

 
British submarine HMS Stygian is unsuccessfully in attacks the Japanese cargo 
vessel Enoshima Maru.  
  
Mines laid by AAF planes sink the Japanese cargo ship No.12 Tamon Maru in the 
Yangtze River, near Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East China and 
damages escort destroyer Habushi below Woosung, China.  
 
In the Philippines on Luzon Mount Mataba shelled by artillery and bombed by 
planes in preparation for renewed attack. 
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U.S. Army reinforcements land in the northwest part of Negros Island in the 
Philippines near Bacolod. 
 
AIF 2/24 Battalion and the 2/27th Field Regiment steams out of Townville in 
Australia for Morotai Island in the Halmahera Group, Dutch East Indies. 

 
The Japanese China Expeditionary Army occupies Laohokow, China, capturing  
the American air bases. 
 
Japan's 20th Imperial Army launches an offensive from territory in southern China 
to seize the American air base at Chihchiang.  This campaign will be the last 
major Japanese offensive in China.  
 

 A single search plane of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs Japanese installations on  
 Wake Island in the Central Pacific during the night.  

 
 Fighters of the Second Marine Aircraft Wing begin to use captured airfields on 
 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
  
 Ammunition dumps, storage dumps, buildings, and other installations in the  

Palau Islands are destroyed by Corsair fighters and Avenger torpedo planes of the 
Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing. 

  
 Imperial General Headquarters publishes its plan for the decisive defense of the 
 home islands, KETSU-GO. 
 
 Triangulation Hill, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, falls after two bloody assaults.  
 

6th Marine Division moves across the base of Motobu Peninsula on Okinawa and 
occupied the villages of Gagusuku and Yamadadobaru. 

 
The U.S. Army XXIV Corps has finally cleared several strongly fortified outposts 
guarding the Shuri Line, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  However, they had suffered 
over 1,500 battle casualties in the process, while killing or capturing about 4,500 
Japanese. 

 
P-51 Mustangs of the Seventh Army Air Force make daylight attacks on Japanese 
installations in the Bonin Islands. P-61s, Black Widow night-fighters, attack 
targets in the Bonin Islands during the nights. 25 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau 
Islands of the Caroline Islands, bomb Bunawan area of Mindanao, Philippines.  

 
Approximately 50 P-38s and P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force operating in 
Central Burma attack enemy troops, supplies, gun positions, and trucks. 
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B-24s of the 13th Army Air Force attacks Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers 
southeast of the Celebes Island, Dutch east Indies, sinking the Cha 101 and 
damaging Cha 72. 
 
14th Army Air Force base at Laohokow, China is captured by Japanese. 31 P-51s 
takes out a bridge south of Shaoyang, China, destroy a section of track at 
Sincheng, China, and hit various road and rail targets of opportunity in the Yellow 
River areas of China and points to the south, from Shanhsien to Loning, at 
Hungtung, and south of Hei-Shih Kuan in China; four B-24s go after shipping 
targets of opportunity in the South China Sea and in Bakli Bay and Yulin Bay, 
China and bomb Kowloon Docks at Hong Kong Island, China. 

 
48 Superfotresses of the 73rd and 313th Bombardment Wings are sent to bomb 
the Kyushu Island airfields and one airfield at Kanoya, south of Sakurajima and 
north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, Japan, where the Japanese seem to be 
launching  
suicide aircraft.  They find the target completely obscured by clouds, the bombers 
go on to hit the secondary target, the city of Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of 
the island of Kyushu in Japan, they destroy part of the residential district. 48 B-
29s attack the airfield at Kokubu, southeastern Kyushu Island on the Pacific 
Ocean side, Japan; 1 B-29 is lost. 
 
The British forces in Burma have regrouped after the capture of Mandalay and 
Meiktila and now are prepared for a rapid advance to finish the campaign.  The 
 British IV Corps is to advance down the Sittang Valley and XXXIII Corps move 
 down the Irrawaddy Valley.   
 

                                         
XX Air Force's Superfortres over Japan. USAAF Photo. 

 
APRIL 9 

3,500 troops of the U.S. Army 163rd RCT, 41st Infantry Division, invade Jolo 
Island in the Sulu Archipelago, Philippines near Tagibi. Strong resistance is 
encountered from 3,900 Japanese troops around Mount Dabo. 
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In the Philippines on Luzon at Salacsac Pass on the Villa Verde Track the U.S. 
32nd Division continues their attacks to gain access to the Cagayan Valley. 
 
The remainder of the 41st Division lands on Busuanga in the Calamian Group 
northeast of Palawan Island in the Philippines. 

 
Final stages of the battle for Burma begin as the British Army drives toward   
Rangoon to join XV British Corps. 

 
 Two Marine Fighter Groups are installed and operating at Yontan and Kadena 
 airfields, Okinawa, Ryukyu Island.  

The U.S. Army XXIV Corps attacks the Shuri defenses on Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Island. Japanese resistance is heavy and the Americans make no 
advances. 

In the Ryukyu Island on Okinawa, Tomb Hill, so named after the numerous burial 
vaults along its sides, falls. 

 
On Okinawa, Ryukyu Island, the 27th Division, lands from floating reserve to 
relieve part of the 96th and reinforced the remainder. 

 
 U.S. Army 96th Division attacks Kakazu Ridge on Okinawa, Ryukyu Island. 
 

U.S. Army 27th Infantry Division goes ashore on Beaches Orange near Kadena,  
Okinawa, Ryukyu Island. 
 
Helldiver bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing continue neutralizing  

 attack on Japanese positions in the Marshall Islands.  Ammunition dump, storage  
dumps, buildings, and other installations in the Palau Islands are destroyed by 
Corsair fighters and Avenger torpedo planes  
 
Seventh Army Air Force: 16 P-51s from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
bomb and strafe military installations at Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands, during the 
early morning. In the Mariana Islands, 17 Guam-based B-24s hammer the airfield 
and defensive installations on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, and 
24 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands hit enemy 
troop concentration at Kabacan, Southern Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
More than 70 P-38s and P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force hit Japanese troops, 
supplies areas, gun positions, and general targets along and behind the Central 
Burma battleline around the Burmese towns of Mong Pawn, Wan Htum, Pang po, 
Kyawkku, Mong Hko, HanhvieMu, and Laihka. 
 
B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bomb the docks at Canton and Kowloon, 
China, B-25s bomb the Sinyang railroad yards in China, and B-25s knock out a 
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bridge North of Hsuchang, China. 19 P-51s strike targets of opportunity in or near 
the Chinese towns of Neihsiang, Laohokow, and Sichuan. Two P-38s batter trucks 
in the Dien Bien Phu area of French Indochina 

  
16 B-29s mine Shimonoseki Strait between Kyushu Island and Honshu Island, 
Japan. 
 
A-20s and fighter bombers of the Far East Air Force backs up Allied ground 
forces at Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, 
Luzon, Philippines, City of Baguio located in the mountains to the west of La 
Union Province, Luzon, and Solvec Cove north of San Fernando on Luzon and at 
several points in southwest Luzon, and attack Japanese forces in the Legaspi area 
in southern Luzon in the Philippines. B-24s and fighter-bombers support ground 
forces on Cebu Island, Philippines, and on Negros Island in the Philippines. 
Several B-24s on armed reconnaissance missions hit China and French Indochina 
coastal line. 

 
Off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, escort carrier Chenango is damaged by crash 
of a F6F on flight deck; Kamikaze damages destroyer Sterett; destroyer 
Porterfield is damaged by friendly fire; high speed transport Hopping is damaged 
by shore battery, as is LST-557; attack cargo ship Starr is damaged by premature 
explosion of assault demolition boat.  

 
Japanese submarine RO-56 sunk by the destroyers Merrtz Okinawa area, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
U.S. submarine Parche sinks the Japanese minesweeper W.3 as she is escorting 
transport Ukishima Maru northeast of Sendai, northeastern Pacific Coast Honshu 
Island, Japan. Later, Sunfish attacks Ukishima Maru at the entrance to Yamada 
Bay on the upper northeaster Pacific coast of Honshu Island, Japan. Although 
Sunfish claims damage, Ukishima Maru reaches port unscathed.  
 
U.S. submarine Spadefish damages the Japanese cargo ship Ritsu Maru off west 
coast of Korea. Ritsu Maru attempts to run aground to facilitate salvage, but sinks 
before she can accomplish her goal.  
 
U.S. submarine Tirante attacks Japanese convoy TAMO-53 in the Yellow Sea, 
located between China and the Korean Peninsula, sinking the tanker Nikko Maru 
and damaging the Coast Defense Vessel No.102; transport, ex-seaplane carrier, 
Kiyokawa Maru evades Tirante and ultimately tows the damaged Coast Defense 
Vessel No.102 to safety.  
 
U.S. Navy land-based aircraft attack Japanese shipping in Kwangchow Bay, China, 
sinking the cargo vessel Minko Maru.  
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Mines damage the Japanese training ship, ex-armored cruiser, Izumo and fast 
transport T.19 off Okurokami Island off the southern tip of Honshu Island in the 
Inland Sea of Japan.  

 
 British Pacific Fleet aircraft attack Japanese airfields on Formosa.  These airfields 
 launch attacks against the U.S. fleet at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

The battle for Burma entered its final stage when the British Fourteenth Army 
launched a two-pronged attack south down the Irrawaddy River, and the Sittang 
River. 

 
APRIL 10 

U.S. Army troops, 27th Division, go ashore on to Tsuken Shima off the east coast 
of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands to begin the search for isolated pockets of 
Japanese troops.  

 
The 96th Infantry Division seizes part of the Kakazu Ridge after a massive 
preparatory barrage, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Japanese submarine pens at Unten Bay on the Motobu Peninsula, Okinawa, and 
other installations are captured by 2nd Battalion, 29th Marines. 
 
6th Marines start a flanking movement to gain ground behind the Yae-Take Hills, 
a strong Japanese position on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
 1st Cavalry Division occupies Mauban, Luzon, Philippines. 
  

11th Airborne Division captures Atimonan on Luzon, Philippines. 
 

Elements of the 32nd Division capture Salacsac Pass into Cagayan Valley, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
 The 37th Division gains control of the Sablan-Salat sector of Luzon, Philippines. 
 

128th Regiment of the U.S. Army opens the way into the Cagayan Valley of Luzon 
after overcoming resistance in Salacsac Pass.  

 
 Units of the XIV Corps move into Lamon Bay on Luzon trapping the Japanese on 
 Bicol peninsula. 
 

Because of the U.S. Army attacks against Baguio General Yamashita decides to  
transfer his headquarters temporarily to Bambang, north Central Luzon, 
Philippines pending completion of the command post at Kiangan on Luzon. 
 
U.S. 158th Regimental Combat Group starts reconnaissance of islands in the Gulf  
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of Albay after enlarging their area of control in the Legaspi area on Luzon. 
 
U.S. Army 163rd RCT begin attacking the Japanese 365th Independent Infantry 
Battalion's positions southeast on Jolo Island, Sulu Archipelago in the southwest 
Philippines. 
 
On Cebu Island in the Philippines the Americal Division moves around the 
southwest flank of the enemy’s defense and gained the rear of the Japanese 
positions.  
 
Filipino troops of the of the 2nd, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th and 16th Infantry Division 
of the Philippine Commonwealth Army, 1st Infantry Regiment of the Philippine 
Constabulary and the 66th Infantry Regiment of the U.S. Army in the Philippines 
liberate Sablan, Benguet near Lingayen Gulf, Luzon. 

 
Nine American warships are damaged by Kamikaze or other enemy aircraft at 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, including the battleship Missouri and the aircraft 
carrier Enterprise. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands off Okinawa, U.S. Navy  destroyer Porterfield is damaged 
by own gunfire; submarine chaser SC-667 is damaged by grounding; motor 
minesweeper YMS-96 is damaged in collision with high speed minesweeper 
Hambleton. 

 
U.S. submarine Crevalle damages the Japanese escort destroyer Ikuna southwest 
of Iki Island, located between the island of Kyushu, Japan, and the Tsushima 
Islands in the Tsushima Strait, the eastern channel of the Korea Strai.  
 
American PT-178 and PT-364 remove the Sultan of Ternate, governor of 
Morotani, area under the Dutch, and his harem.  
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun in 
the Strait of Malacca, between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies 
island of Sumatra. 
 
British submarine HMS Stygian sinks two Japanese coastal ships with her deck 
gun in the Java Sea between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the north, 
Java to the south; Sumatra to the west. 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese coastal freighter with her deck 
gun Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 

Dutch submarine O-19 sinks the Japanese tanker Hosei Maru as the she proceeds 
from Balikpapan on East Borneo, Dutch East Indies, to Batavia on Java, Dutch 
East Indies.  
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Japanese cargo vessel Maruko Maru is sunk by a mine in the Yangtze River of 
China. Mines also damage the Japanese destroyer Tsubaki, off Woosung, China; 
gunboat Uji and transport Kotobuki Maru, ex-Italian liner Conte Verde; Coast 
Defense Vessel No.124 near Futaoi-Jima; Coast Defense Vessel No.156 off 
Mutsure Light; and minesweeper W.21 east of the mouth of the Yangtze River.  
 
Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One bombs hangars and barracks on Tanega 
Island in the northern Ryukyu Islands.  

 
 U.S. Marine B-25s attacked a large cargo ship north of the Bonin Islands.  
 
 Targets in the Palau Islands are hit by Hellcat and Corsair fighters of the Fourth 
 Marine Aircraft Wing.  
  
 Indian and British troops take Pyawbwe on the Mandalay-Rangoon railroad in 
 Burma. 
 
 Also, in Burma, British troops of the IV Corps capture Thozi.  
 
 British aircraft carriers attack Japanese airbases on Formosa. 
 

Seventh Army Air Force: Mustangs bombs docks and shipping on Chichi Jima, 
Bonin Islands. During the night six P-61s, Black Widows, sorting from Iwo Jima 
in the Volcano Islands flying individual strikes bombing and strafing  Chichi 
Jima, Muko, Ani, and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands. 

 
 30 fighter-bombers of the 10th Army Air Force attacked enemy troop  
 concentrations at Tonglau, Burma, at points along the Zawgyi River, and at other  
 locations in central Burma.  
 

In an coordinated operation with U.S. Navy aircraft, seven B-24s of the 11th 
Army Air Force make a napalm-bomb attack on the Kataoka Naval Base on 
Shimushu Island in northern Kuril Islands. Four B-25s attempt to take out the 
radar installations on Minami Cape, the primary air warning station in the Kuril 
Islands, but fail to release bombs due to approach error. Three other B-25s flying 
at deck level hit the Masugawa River cannery. A B-24 investigates ice floes along 
the Kuril Islands. 

 
23 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force hammer the Yungcheng storage areas of 
China. Over 50B-25s and 180 plus fighter-bombers, flying in small groups, strike 
storage areas, river, road, troop concentrations, and rail traffic in China. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hit the town of Koshun, Formosa. A-20s and 
fighter-bombers again support ground forces in southwest Luzon Island and in the 
Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, 
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Philippines, Baguio in the mountains to the west of La Union Province, Luzon,, 
and Solvec Cove north of San Fernando on Luzon, and attack the city of Legaspi 
area in southern Luzon in the Philippines. B-24s and fighter-bombers assist 
ground forces on Cebu Island in the Philippines. B-24s bomb Liang Aerodrome 
on Ambon Island, Moluccas Islands of the Dutch East Indies and Bingkalapa 
Airfield on Celebes Island.  

 
Lieutenant General Sosaku Suzuki, commander of the Thirty-Fifth Japanese 
Army, is lost at sea during a withdraw from Cebu Island, Philippines. 

 
APRIL 11 

Spain breaks off diplomatic relations with Tokyo. 
 
Chile declares war on Japan. 

 
 The 5th Indian Division drives south from Pyawbwe toward Rangoon in Burma. 
 

Indian 7th Division captures the important communication center of 
Kyaukpadaung, Burma. 
 
Eight Man team, of Australia’s Z Force, attempt to land on Muschu Island near 
New Guinea from a Harbor Defense Motor Boat using four folboats.  Their 
mission is to do a reconnaissance of the island to determine the status of the 
Japanese and confirm reports that two 140 mm long naval guns are still in 
position for the approaching Wewak invasion.  All of the boats are swamped and 
many pieces of equipment are lost.  Japanese soon find the lost equipment and 
start hunting for the patrol.  Only one member of the team survives the hunt by 
Japanese patrols. 
 
British battleship Queen Elizabeth and the French battleship Richelieu, of the  
Eastern Fleet shell Sabang on the northeastern coast of Mindoro Island, Philippine 
Islands and carrier aircraft attack Port Blair in the Andaman Islands off the coast 
of India and the port of Emmahaven located in Bayur Bay of Padang city, West 
Sumatra Island in the Dutch East Indies. 

 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks three Japanese barges with her deck gun  
in the Strait of Malacca that connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 

 
A small force of U.S. troops of the Americal Division (164th Infantry Battalion) 
land on Bohal Island in the Visayan Islands of the Philippines, and are meet by 
local guerrillas that control this part of the island, soon after Bohol is liberated.  

 
 Aircraft from fast carriers of the U.S. Pacific Fleet shot down over 100 Japanese 

aircraft in the area of the Ryukyus Islands.  
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Colonel Fertig, guerrilla leader on Mindanao, radios Allied command in the 
Philippines that his men have taken the town of Malabang and its airstrip as well 
as trapping approximately 600 Japanese troops outside of the town. 

 
Kamikazes damage the battleship Missouri and destroyers Bullard and Kidd; 
carrier  Enterprise; and destroyer escort Samuel S. Miles; carrier Essex is damaged 
by bomb; destroyer Hale is damaged by bomb; strafing accounts for damage to 
destroyer Hank and destroyer escort Manlove; attack transport Berrien is damaged 
by collision with LST-808; friendly fire accounts for damage to destroyer Trathen 
and attack cargo ship Leo; LST-399 is damaged by grounding.  
 
U.S. submarine Parche sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Togo Maru off 
Todogasaki, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Spadefish sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper No.17 
Hinode Maru off Tokckok-Kundo, southern Korea.  
 
RAF Liberators sink the Japanese submarine chaser Ch 7 and auxiliary netlayer 
Agata Maru in Andaman Sea, southeast of the Bay of Bengal, south of Burma, 
west of Thailand and east of the Andaman Islands, India.  
 
Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 215 is sunk by mine off Futaoi-Jima, 
Shimonoseki, southwestern tip of Honshu Island, facing the Tsushima Strait, 
Japan.  
 
Fleet Air Wing Four Search planes make rocket and strafing attacks on 
installations at the mouth of the Hayake River on Paramushiru Island, Kuril 
islands.  

  
The 7th Army Air Force sends 24 B-24s from to Angaur Island, Palau Islands to 
hit Cotabato supply and personnel areas on Mindanao island in the Philippines 
and in the Mariana Islands 18 Guam-based B-24s attack positions on Eten Island 
in Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  B-24s bombs Truk Atoll. 
Installations on Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands are bombed and 
strafed during the night Black Widow night fighters.  

 
In Burma 54 fighter-bombers of the 10th Army Air Force hits enemy troop and 
supply concentrations near Mong Kung and Mong Nim, attacked trucks and 
targets of opportunity in other areas. 

 
Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Four and B-24s and B-25s of the Eleventh Army 
Air Force makes rocket machine gun and bombing attacks on Japanese 
installations on Shimushu, Paramushiru, and the Torishima Group in the Northern 
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Kuril Islands, further attacks are carried out by aircraft on the Kataoka Naval Base 
on Shimushu Island.  
 
P-38s of the Eleventh Army Air Force along with Navy aircraft track paper 
balloons over Attu Island in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska and east of Adak. One 
balloon over Attu is shot down and parts of the gondola are recovered from 
Massacre Bay. 

 
Seven B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force bomb Hsihhsiassuchi, China, five assault 
the Pinglo barracks and storage area, and others hit the Yanglowtung railroad  
yards in China. Others planes assault the Yanglowtung railroad yards and targets 
of opportunity east of Paoching in China. Over 150 fighter-bombers search out 
Japanese troops, river, road and rail traffic, and any other targets of opportunity 
throughout southern and eastern China and Northern French Indochina. 
 
On Luzon B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force 
bomb numerous targets including Fuga Island off the mainland of Aparri at the 
northeast tip of Luzon, part of the Babuyan Archipelago, of the Philippines, 
Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon, Santa Fe, Luzon, bridges and 
others targets in Iligan City on Central Mindanao, Philippine Islands, Naguilian in 
northwest Luzon near Lingayen Gulf, Manga in the Philippines, and Tuguegarao 
in northern Luzon, and troops and supply concentration North of Imugan in the 
Cagayan Valley region in central northern Luzon. B-24s bombs Cotabato on 
Mindanao Island in the Philippines.  Aircraft support ground troop with strikes in 
the Solvec Cove area north of San Fernando on Luzon and east of Manila; Baguio 
in the mountains to the west of La Union Province and a troop concentration in 
the Batangas area in southwestern Luzon Island, Philippines, and on the Bicol 
peninsula in southeast Luzon, Philippines, are bombed; at Iriga southeast of 
Manila, defenses are hit with napalm. On Formosa, B-24s bomb Okayama while 
B-25s hit several targets including the Ts'eng Wen sugar refinery, Seiko, Sunbon-
sha, and Shasekiryo. P-38s attack gun positions at Tarakan Island off the 
northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
  On Okinawa, troops of the 1st Battalion enters Ouki on the heels of an artillery  
 attack. 
 

Japanese, under General Ushimjima Mitsuru, launch a counterattack against U.S. 
Army forces from Kakazu Ridge, Okinawa, in an attempt to seize the town of 
Kishaba. 

 
 Organized Japanese resistance ends on Tsugen Shima. 
 
 During the night the Japanese bombard the Uchitomari Kakazu area, Okinawa, 
 with huge mortar shells, some of them 320-mm.  
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 Japanese 33rd Army defense line is broken at Yanaun, Piyobe, and Semesen,  
 Burma.  
 

APRIL 12 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt dies of a massive stroke and Vice President Harry 

        S. Truman succeeds to the Office of President. 
 

United States destroyer Mannert L. Abele is sunk by a Cherry Blossom, piloted 
bomb, Okinawa.  She is the first   U.S. Navy ship to be sunk by that type of 
weapon.  U.S. destroyer Stanly is damaged by Baka; high speed minesweeper 
Jeffers is damaged by Baka and Kamikaze. 

 
              President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

 
  U.S. Navy battleship New Mexico is damaged at Okinawa 
by friendly naval gunfire. 
 

The battleships Idaho and Tennessee, minesweeper 
Gladitor, destroyer/minelayer Lindsey, destroyer Stanley, 
and destroyer escort Rall are damaged by Kamikaze or 
piloted bomb; Kamikazes sink the support landing craft 
LCS-33, destroyer escort Riddle, destroyers Purdy, Walter 
C. Wann, and Whitehurst and Zellars. Friendly fire accounts 

for damage destroyer Bennion; while attack cargo ship Wyandot is damaged in 
collision with medium landing ship LSM-312; LST-555 is damaged by grounding. 
Kamikazes also attack U.S. freighter Minot Victory.  
 
U.S. submarine Chub is damaged by aerial bombs, Java Sea, but remains on 
patrol.  
 
U.S. submarine Silversides sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser 
Shiratori Maru east of Tanega-shima southwest of Kii-Oshima Island, of Honshu 
Island, Japan.  
 
British submarine HMS Stygian sinks Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Wa 104 
and damages auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 104 and Cha 114 off north coast of 
Bali in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies.  
 

 Shinchiku and Kiirun airfields on Formosa are attacked by Seafire and Hellcat 
fighters of the British Pacific Fleet.  
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                                             Rocket propelled suicide Baka.  U.S. Navy photo 

Mines sink the Japanese submarine RO-64 off Kobe, Japan and cargo ship 
Minatogawa Maru off Wakamatsu in the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese submarine I-401 is damaged by a mine off Kure Harbor Hiroshima, 
Japan.  
 
Fire of undetermined origin destroys buildings and damages Finger Bay dock, 
Adak Island, Alaska; the blaze also damages floating drydock YFD-22 and 
floating workshop YR-36. Gasoline tanker Ogeechee is saved from further damage 
by escort patrol vessel PCE-895, which pulls her out into Finger Bay.  

 
 A single Navy Search plane of Fleet Air Wing Two attack installations on Wake 

Island in the Central Pacific. 
 

 During the night the Amphibious Reconnaissance Battalion of the Fleet  
Marine Force, Pacific, lands on Minna Island off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands and 
secured it without resistance.  

 
Warehouse and other installations in the Palau Islands and facilities on the airfield  
on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands are bombed by Hellcats, Corsairs, 
and Avenger Torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing.  
 

 Marine fighters and bombers continue neutralizing raids on Japanese held base in 
the Marshall Islands. 

 
 In Tokyo, Kantaro Suzuki's cabinet authorized the organization of a volunteer  
 army of men from the age of 15 to 55 and women 17-45 for the battle to come to  
 the mainland of Japan. 
  

Seventh Army Air Force: 24 B-24s based on Angaur Island in the Palau Islands 
hits personnel area at Kabacan, Southern Mindanao, Philippines. Black Widow 
night fighters bomb and strafe the harbor installations at Chichi Jima and Haha 
Jima in the Bonin Islands during the night. During the night, in the Volcano Island 
chain six fighters based on Iwo Jima, operating singly at intervals, bomb and 
strafe targets on Kita, Chichi, Haha, and Ani Jima in the Bonin Islands. 

 



 1633 

 75 fighter-bombers of the Tenth Army Air Force hammer targets in the central 
Burma, such as Japanese troop concentrations, gun positions, supplies, vehicles, 
and general targets of opportunity.  

 
P-38s of the 11th Army Air Force shoot down a paper bomb-balloon over Attu 
Island, Aleutian Islands of Alaska. 

 
In China, 12 B-24s supported by 14 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force, bombs the 
Wuchang railroad yards and airfield. Seven B-25s bomb the Hsuchang railroad 
yards, China, three hit Loning, China, two attack Likuanchiao, China, two bomb 
Tenghsien, China, and single B-25s attacks the storage areas at Pingyao and 
Huaiching of China. 100 fighter-bombers attack troops, horses, bridges, river 
shipping, trucks, and railroad targets at several locations in French Indochina and 
at points scattered over South and East China. 

  
B-24s of the FEAF bombs the Sapakan southwest of Davao City on Mindano 
Island, Philippines, Kabacan in Southern Mindanao, and Davao Bay areas of 
Mindano. P-38s hits Cotabato on Mindanao Island and also Kabacan. Other B-
24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter bombers pound targets throughout the Cagayan 
Valley of Luzon, Philippines. 

 
94 B-29s, escorted by 90 P-51s flying off of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, 
strikes the Nakajima aircraft factory at Tokyo, Japan, while 11 hit secondary target 
of Shizuoka engine plant.  130 other B-29s bombs two chemical pants at 
Koriyama, northeast central Honshu Island, Japan. During the night in the final 
mining mission carried out in support of the Okinawa campaign, five USAAF B-
29s mine Shimonoseki Straits.  

 
The first all-black MP unit in the China-Burma-India Theater, the 175th MP 
Platoon is activated.  

 
Indian 7th Division in Burma captures the communication center of 
Kyaukpadaung. 

 
 The citizen of the United States first learn that the Japanese are using Kamikaze 
  attack against Allied ships in the Pacific.  
 

Japanese bottled up near Malabang, off the northwest coast of Mindanao Island in 
the Philippines, by Colonel Fertig’s guerrillas break through the lines and flee to 
the southwest. 

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the Japanese attempt a nighttime 
counterattack against the U.S. 96th Division, their lines hold and in the morning 
1,594 Japanese dead are counted. 
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The last unit of the 3rd Marine Division leaves Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain for Guam in the Mariana Islands after completing mop-up activities. 

 
APRIL 13 

U.S. Navy destroyer escort Connolly is damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands; gasoline tanker Wabash is damaged in collision with small craft.  

 
 U.S. carrier aircraft shot down Japanese plane and destroyed others on the ground  
 in the Northern Ryukyu Islands. Attacking shipping and ground installations in 
and  
 around the Ryukyu Islands destroyed 23 barges and small craft, damaged  
 airfields, and set buildings on fire. 
 

U.S. submarine Parche sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper No.1 Misago 
Maru and guardboat No.2 Kosho Maru off Todogasaki, Japan. Couple of hours 
later her deck guns are used on a small observation boat, setting the entire boat on 
fire. Two Japanese aircraft force her to make a quick dive, leaving all her guns 
loose and ammunition exposed. A heavy explosion shakes her going down, but no 
damage is caused. 
 

 Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet hits airfields and installations at  
 Matsuyama and Shinchiku on the island of Formosa.  
 

Dutch submarine HNMS O-19 lays a mine field in Bangka Strait that separates the 
island of Sumatra and Bangka Island in the Java Sea. 
 
U.S. freighter Harrington Emerson is mistakenly bombed and strafed by U.S. 
aircraft off Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  
 
Mines, lay by B-29s, sinks the Japanese cargo ship Shinro Maru southeast of 
Hesaki Light, on the Kiku Peninsula in Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island, 
Japan, and damage Coast Defense Vessel No.40 off Futaio Jima. B-29-laid mine 
sinks the cargo ship Kinoto Maru off Cape Wada light.  
 

 U.S. Navy Underwater Demolition Teams conduct daylight reconnaissance of all  
 Beaches on Ie Island, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 

Navy Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One destroy a large radio station on  
Gaja Island in the Northern Ryukyu Islands, and sinks a picket ship and set second 
vessel on fire north of the Bonin Islands.  

  
Marine Corsairs and Hellcats of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb 
warehouses and buildings in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll, Caroline Islands.  
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 Without opposition, carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet hits airfields and 
 installations at Matsuyama and Shinchiku on Formosa.  
  
 The 20th Indian Division captures Taungdwingyi, Burma. 
 
 Chinese open a general offensive to capture Honan and Hupei provinces in China. 
 

The Japanese launch a drive to take Chinchiang, China, site of the Fourteenth 
Army Air Force's largest forward base south of the Yangtze River. 
 
Japanese atomic scientists have all their equipment and uranium destroyed in an 
air raid by B-29s targeting Tokyo. 
 
On Luzon the Japanese Area Army establish the Baguio Branch, Fourteenth Area 
Army headquarters, to control tactical operations on the Baguio front in northern 
Luzon Island of the Philippines following the departure of General Yamashita to 
Bambang, north Central Luzon, Philippines. 

 
American infantry kill the last of Caballo Island’s, located at the entrance to 
Manila Bay in the Philippines, stubborn defenders. 

 
American engineers pump fuel oil into Fort Drum in Manila Bay, Luzon, 
Philippines, and set it off with TNT. 
 
On Cebu Island, Lt. General Fukue decides, in view of the rapidly deteriorating 
situation, that a withdrawal to northern Cebu should be initiated.  
 
Japanese troops attack the American’s 96th Division along Kakazu Ridge, 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, in a final assault is quickly repulsed.  The Japanese 
conclude that the Americans were vulnerable to night infiltration, but that their 
superior firepower made any offensive extremely dangerous. 

 
U.S. Marines capture Hedo Misaki, the northern most point of Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
Fleet Marine Force Amphibious Reconnaissance Battalion lands on Minna Shima 
off the coast of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
After a fast trip along the west coast, LVT, and trucks, the 2nd Battalion, 22nd 
Marines, reach Hedo Point at the north tip of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
On Cebu Island in the Philippines, U.S. Infantrymen attack the Japanese from two 
directions. 
 
18 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force hammer enemy positions on  
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Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean and 23 others from Angaur 
Island in the Palau Islands bomb personnel and storage areas at Kabacan in 
southern Mindanao, Philippines. In the Mariana Islands two Saipan-based P-61 
Black widows make a night flight to bomb and strafe Pagan Island in the Northern 
Mariana Islands.  
 
Over 30 P-47s and P-38s of the 10th Army Air Force attacked enemy troops and  
supplies areas in the Hamn gai, Loi-hseng, and Wan Yin areas of Burma and 
swept roads in central Burma. 
 
The 11th Army Air Force shoots down nine of 11 Japanese paper bomb-balloons 
sight over the Western Aleutian Islands of Alaska. 
 
B-24s of the13th Army Air Force sinks the Japanese tanker No.12 Nanshin Maru 
off southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
 
11 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force bomb the railroad yards and warehouse 
areas at Kaifeng, China, six takes out a bridge at Ningwing, China, and six 
assaults the fort at Bac Ninh, French Indochina. Seven B-25s attack shipping in 
the South China Sea and Bakli Bay and town areas of Tenghsien and Liuchow in 
China. 
Four Mitchell medium bombers, along with five P-51s Mustangs, destroy a bridge 
and attack the town area and shipping at Puchi, China; 24 P-38s and P-51s knock 
out three bridges, damage another, and hit several targets of opportunity in 
Northern French Indochina; about 140 fighter-bombers make  armed 
reconnaissance and strikes throughout southern and eastern China, hitting rail, 
road, and river traffic, town areas, troops, and general targets of opportunity. 
 
The FEAF sends B-24s to hit the Hong Kong Island, China, waterfront and 
storage areas in Canton, China., B-24s attack Tainan Airfield and Okayama 
Airfield  on Formosa while B-25s Mitchell bombers drop bombs on the railroads. 
On Luzon Island, Philippines, copious sweeps are flown over the Cagayan Valley 
and ground support missions are continued on Luzon, Cebu Island, and Negros 
Island in the Philippines. On Mindanao, B-24s Liberators pummel  the Davao City 
area and B-25s pound various targets throughout the island of  Mindanao and in 
the Sulu Archipelago in the southwestern area of the Philippine Islands. 
 
330 Superfortresses hit the Tokyo's arsenal district destroying 11.3 square miles. 
Three B-29s bomb targets of opportunity; Seven B-29s are lost during the 
mission.  During this raid Japan's atomic bomb project is destroyed removing 
them from the atomic bomb race.  

 
APRIL 14 

 U.S. battleship New York and three other warships are damaged by Kamikaze, 
 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_mindanao.html
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 Aircraft from carriers of the U.S. Pacific Fleet bomb airfields on Ishigaki and  

Miyako Islands in the Sakishima Group, a chain of islands located at the 
southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago, destroying aircraft on the ground 
and damaging more. 

 
Also at Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands the gunboat PGM-11 is damaged by 
grounding; LST-241 is damaged by collision.  
 
U.S. submarine Gabilan attacks the Japanese Surabaya-to-Makassar convoy, 
sinking the cargo vessel Kako Maru and auxiliary submarine chaser No.1 Shonan 
Maru.  
 
U.S. submarine Tirante attacks Japanese convoy MOSI-02 in the approaches to  
the Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula, sinking the transport 
Jusan Maru, escort vessel Nomi, and Coast Defense Vessel No.31 west of 
Quelpart Island, south of Korea.  
 
A single Marine B-25 score rocket hits on a small ship in the area of the Bonin 
Islands during the night.  
 
Dauntles dive-bomber of Marine Aircraft Group 24 flies the last Marine aviation  
mission on Luzon in the Philippine Islands, in support of the 37th Army Division. 
 
Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb enemy islands on Palau Islands 
in the Caroline Islands.   
 
Mines damage Japanese minelayer Tokiwa off Hesaki, and auxiliary minelayer 
Koei Maru off Hime Jima lighthouse off the coast of Kyushu Island of Japan.  

  
 Calauag, Luzon, is taken by Americans. 
 
 Keufu Island in the Kerama Group southwest of Okinawa Island is occupied.  
 

Three Japanese counterattacks in the Southern sector of Okinawa of the Ryukyu 
Islands are broken up by Marine and Army artillery during the night.  

 
By dawn the Japanese counterattack on the XXIV Corps on Okinawa is over. The 

 attack proved to be a total failure. 
 
29th Marine Division on Okinawa makes small progress against Yae-Take 
Heights. 

 
In China, the Japanese High Command orders the expeditionary force to pull four 
divisions back to central and northern China.  This causes the Japanese to 
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withdraw from the Hunan-Kwangsi railroad which linked the former American 
airbases captured by the Japanese. 

 
 P-61s of the Seventh Army Air Force attacked targets on Haha Jima, Chichi Jima 

and Muko Jima in the Bonin Islands. 24 Liberators heavy bombers from Angaur 
Island in the Palau Islands hammer supply and personnel areas at Tigatto 
southeast of Davao City on Mindanao, Philippines. 

 
41 P-47s and P-38s of the 10th Army Air Force attacked Japanese troops, 
supplies, and fuel dumps at or near the Burmese towns of Tawnghkam Nawng-
hkam, Mong Kung, Loi-makhkawn, and Nawngkaw. Eight P-38s Lightings smash 
up bridges at Kong pau and Kyawngteng, Burma 

 
 24 B-24s, supported by 12 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force, bombs Loyang and 

takes out a bridge over the Yellow River of China. 30 B-25s and more than 130 
fighter-bombers attacks bridges, river, road, and rail traffic, troops, storage areas, 
town areas and over vast expanse of South and East China.  B-24s bombs 
Japanese shipping at Shanghai located in the Yangtze River Delta in East China, 
sinking the cargo vessel Takko Maru. 

 
B-25s of the Far East Air Force sweep over Canton-Hong Kong area of China 
attacking shipping and other targets. In the Philippine Islands, B-24s, B-25s, A-
20s, and fighter-bombers fly various missions in support of ground forces and 
against airfields, gun positions, defenses, and troop concentrations throughout 
Luzon, Cebu Island, Negros Island, and Mindanao. B-24s bombs four airfields on 
Formosa. 

 
 British forces capture Pyauboe, Burma. 
 

APRIL 15 
 Aircraft from fast carriers attack Japanese airfields and planes on the ground,   

southern Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 

U.S. Army troops land on Carabao Island at the entrance of Manila Bay, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
A battalion of the 158th RCT occupies the village of San Francisco near Legaspi in 
southern Luzon in the Philippines.  Other units attack the Cituinan Hills on Luzon 
but gain little ground. 

 
The Japanese defense of Baguio on Luzon enters its final phase as American 
infantry supported by tanks break through the lines at Sablan after first 
neutralizing the Japanese artillery emplaced near Monglo village in the Baguio 
District of Northern Luzon. 

 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_cebu.html
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On Bohol Island is in the Visayan Islands of the Philippines, units of the 164th 
Infantry flush out Japanese defenders in the hills outside Tagbalaran. 

 
The majority of the Japanese 14th Army gathers into the Sierra Mountains of 
Luzon, Philippines. 

 
 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing damage a bridge  
 and pier installations in the Palau Islands.  
 

Marine B-25s strafe ground installations around Kushira airfield on Kyushu 
Island, Japan. 

 
Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One damaged a small cargo ship near Tanega Island in 
the northern Ryukyu Islands and bomb and strafe buildings and radio towers on 
the island.  

 
 Fleet Air Wing Two aircraft continue their neutralizing attacks on Japanese held 

bases in the Marshall Islands.  
 
 Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Four makes a rocket and machine gun attack on 
 buildings and strafed a trawler on or near Tomari Cape, Paramushiru Island in the  
 northern Kuril Islands. 

 
 In Burma, Taunsdwingyi falls to Indian troops of the 20th Division. 
 
 U.S. submarine Charr lays mines off the Malay Peninsula. 
 
 Motor minesweeper YMS-331 is damaged by Shinyo suicide boat. 
 
 Japanese submarine RO-67 is sunk off Japan by mine. 
 

Off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Kamikazes damage destroyers Wilson and 
Laffey; attack transport Berrien is damaged by friendly fire.  

 
Mine laid by B-29s sinks the Japanese cargo ship No.3 Yamanami Maru southeast  
of Hesaki Light on the Kiku Peninsula in Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island, 
Japan.  

 
 Japan commences Chihkiang operation in China. 
 

B-24 Liberators of the Fifth Army Air Force bomb the airfields on Formosa off 
the southeast coast of China.  

 
Black Widow (P-61s) night fighters of the Seventh Army Air Force attack 

 Japanese military installations in the Bonin Islands during the night.  
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 62 P-38s and P-47s from the 10th Army Air Force attacked enemy troop 

concentrations and supply areas at or near the Burmese towns of Loi-Mwe, 
Lawksawk, Thongdan, and Laihka. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force: A single B-24 Liberator flies a weather reconnaissance 
mission over the North Pacific. 

 
 The 14th Army Air Force sends three B-25s to takes out the Pa Ching pontoon 

Bridge, China, seven hammer the storage depot at Fang-cheng, China, four drop 
bombs on Tunganhsien in China, and three assaults Paoching in China. One B-24 
bombs the Canton docks. Just under 200 fighter-bombers fly over southern China 
and part of the northern China plain striking many targets such as bridges, river 
traffic, town areas, trucks, railroad traffic, gun positions, storage dumps, and 
general targets of opportunity; the Chinese towns of Paoching, Hengyang, 
Yungfengshih, and Hsihhsiassuchi are particularly hit extremely severely. 
 

Far East Army Air Force: On Formosa B-24s bombs Toyohara, 
Shinchiku, and Shinshoshi airfields. B-25s hit the Shoka rail yards. B-
24s and fighter-bombers bombs island fortifications in Manila Bay, 
Luzon, Philippines.  B-24s bombs Davao City area of Mindanao and 

B-25s join Marine aircraft in hitting highways and vehicles. Fighter bombers and 
B-24s fly support missions for ground forces on Negros Island and Cebu island in 
the Philippines.  
 
B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force make a fire bomb attack on Tokyo on Honshu 
Island, Kawasaki City located between Tokyo and Yokohama along the south 
bank of the Tama River on Honshu Island, and Yokohama on Honshu Island of 
Japan, destroying 1.5 square miles of Yokohama, 3.4 square miles of Kawasaki, 
and six square miles of Tokyo. 12 B-29s are lost during the Kawasaki City 
mission and one Superfortress is lost during the Tokyo mission. 

 
  Aircraft for fast carriers attack Japanese airfields and planes on the ground,  
 southern Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
 The 305th, 902nd, and 306th Field Artillery Battalions goes into position 

on Minna Island off the coast of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, to support the Le 
Shima Island operations, Okinawa. 

 
U.S. Army troops of the77th Division, under cover of naval gunfire and carrier 

  aircraft go ashore on Le Shima Island, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
 The 1st Battalion of the 4th Marines, supported by planes, artillery, and naval  
 guns, moves up the steep slopes of Yae-Take, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 



 1641 

On Okinawa, Motobu Peninsula, the U.S. Marines of the 6th Division are put 
under an intense Japanese artillery barrage from surrounding hills. 

 
 United States carrier Boxer is commissioned at Newport News, Virginia. 
 

The Japanese conduct their third major Kamikaze attack on Allied shipping at  
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  This attack involved 165 planes that cause 
damage to the destroyers Laffey and Bryant, destroyer escort Bowers, LCS-116, 
LSM-191, minesweepers Harding and Hobson, tanker Taluga, and sinking the 
destroyer Pringle. 

 
U.S. Navy carrier Intrepid and battleship Missouri and four other vessels damaged 
by Kamikaze,  in the waters around Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands off the coast line of Okinawa, destroyer McDermut is 
damaged by friendly fire. 
 
U.S. submarine Sea Dog sinks the Japanese cargo ship Toko Maru off Mikura 
Jima Island in the Izu Islands in the Philippine Sea. 
  
U.S. submarine Sunfish attacks the Japanese convoy emerging from Yamado 
Harbor, Honshu Island, Japan, and sinks the Coast Defense Vessel No.73 and 
transport Manryu Maru.  
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
Strait of Malacca between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies island 
of Sumatra. 

 
 Mine laid by the 20th Air Force damages the Japanese cargo vessel No.10 Kaishin  

Maru, off Shimonoseki on the southwestern tip of Honshu Island of Japan, facing 
the Tsushima Strait, Japan. 
 
President Roosevelt is buried on the grounds of his home in Hyde Park, New 
York. 
 
In Japan American citizen Iva Ikuko Toguri (AKA: Tokyo Rose) gets married to 
Felipe D'Aquino a Portuguese citizen of Japanese-Portuguese descent.  The 
marriage is registered with the Portuguese Consulate in Tokyo, but Toguri 
declines to take on her husband's citizenship. 
 

APRIL 16 
Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet bomb and strafe airfield installations in 
the Sakishima group, part of the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain located at the 
southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago.  
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Indian troops of the 5th Division capture Shwemyo, Burma with little trouble but 
are having difficulty advancing past the city. 

 
 British troops occupy Taungup, Burma. 
 

On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the 6th Marine Division launched a full-scale 
attack from three sides against Japanese positions located on the Motobu 
Peninsula. 
 
1st Cavalry Division operating in the in the north and northwest of Mount 
Mataasna Bundoc are of Luzon in the Philippines eliminate several pockets of 
resistance. 
 
41st Division in the Sulu Archipelago of the Philippine Islands eliminates all 
enemy resistance. 
 
77th Division of the U.S. Army goes ashore on Le Shima Island off the coastline 
of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands just west of Motobu Peninsula and quickly 
overrun the two airfields. 
 
During the night in Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands the Japanese launch a 
coordinated attack on the 3rd Battalion of the 305th Field Artillery on Minna 
Island in support of the Le Shima Island operations.  The attack comes with 
suicidal recklessness. 
 
After overcoming stiff Japanese resistance in the hills north of San Francisco on 
Luzon in the Philippines the American 37th Division is now able to advance north 
following the west coast of Luzon. 

 
U.S. Army troops of the 151st Infantry capture Carabao Island in Manila Bay of 
Luzon without incident. 
 
158th RCT takes over the southern end of Bicol Peninsula of Luzon.  They then 
successfully turn back several counterattacks.  This action makes the northern 
Philippines accessible to San Bernardino Strait secure for Allied shipping. 
 
The 2nd Battalion of the 186th Infantry lands on Balabac Island of Palawan Island 
in the southern Philippines unopposed. 

 
U.S. Army troops land on Fort Frank in Manila Bay to find it abandoned.  This 
action opens Manila Bay of Luzon to ship traffic. 

 
511th Infantry captures Mount Dalaga and Mount Malepunyo on Luzon, 
Philippines. 
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On Cebu Island in the Philippines, the Japanese Lt. General Fukue and his troops 
begin a withdrawal to northern Cebu. During the following two weeks, the 
Japanese remnants will be harassed by American ground pursuit, air attack, and 
naval shelling. 

 
 The German U-boat U-234 leaves Norway bound for Japan.  U-234 is carrying 

two Japanese officers, a disassembled Messerschmitt Me-262 jet fighter, and  
numerous blueprints and parts for anti-aircraft shells and rockets.  Also on board  
are ten lead boxes containing a total of 1,200-lb of uranium-oxide. 
 
In Manila Bay of Luzon U.S. PT boats end their combat patrols. 
 

108 Seventh Army Air Force Mustang fighters based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain attack enemy ground installations on Kanoya airfield, Kyushu Island, 
Japan but because of poor visibility only 57 are able to attack. Other P-51s assault 
Kushira airfields, Kyushu Island, Japan. Liberators bomb buildings and runways 
on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island.  

 
 22 fighter-bombers of the Tenth Army Air Force hammer enemy troop 

concentrations in the Ke-hsi Mansam vicinity of Burma; 19 others attacked road 
bridges behind enemy lines, claiming one bridge destroyed. 
 

 Six B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force radar bomb the Kataoka Naval Base  
on Shimushu Island in northern Kuril Islands.  

  
18 B-24s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force pummel storage area at Linfen, China. 
Three attack Bakli Bay and the Canton areas of China. 10 B-25s bomb the 
Chinese towns of Yungfengshih, Kweilin, and Shanhsien, destroying one bridge 
and hitting buildings, river shipping, and rail traffic. Approximately 120 fighter-
bombers flying over southern and eastern China hit river, road, and rail traffic, 
town areas, troops, and general targets of opportunity at several locations. 

 
B-25s of the Far East Air Force pounds Taien airfield, while B-24s and P-51s 
bombs Giran and Matsuyama airfields, all on Formosa.  B-25s fly up and down 
highways on Mindanao attacking targets of opportunity and B-24s pound defenses 
on Carabao Island southernmost island in Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippines.  

 
APRIL 17 

The Americal Division on Cebu Island in the Philippines occupies the abandoned 
Japanese defensive position in the hills around Cebu City. 
 
1st Cavalry Division fighting in the north and northwest of Mount Mataasna near 
Bundoc come up against the last pockets of resistance in the central southern part 
of Luzon.  This action has their progress slowed down by a stubborn enemy 
resistance. 
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U.S. Army 6th Division on Luzon in the Philippines cleans out the last pocket of 
enemy troops on Mount Mataba. 

 
American troops of the 24th Division land at Cotabatu on Mindanao in the Moro 
Gulf.  Moving swiftly with little or no resistance quickly capture Parang and the 
hills having a view over Polloc Harbor. The Eighth Army planners have assumed 
correctly that the Japanese might destroy the bridges along Highway 1, and they 
decided to use the 533rd Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment, 3rd Engineer Special 
Brigade to utilize the Rio Grande de Mindanao, Mindanao River.  
 

 
 U.S. Army’s 31st Infantry Division land near Cotabato, Malabang, and Parang, 
  Mindanao, Philippines. 
 

U.S. 32nd Division continues to work the Villa Verde track passing through the 
Salacsac Pass, located northwest of the city of Santa Fe in North Central Luzon, 
mopping up pockets of Japanese troops. 

 
 U.S. 37th Division reaches the Japanese last line of defense before entering 

Baguio, in the mountains to the west of La Union Province, Luzon, at the Irisan 
River, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
After receiving information that the road to Aritao in North Central Luzon is 
completed General Yamashita departs Baguio in northern Luzon with several of 
his staff  for Bambang in North Central Luzon. 

 
U.S. Eighth Army troops land unopposed on the shores of Illana Bay, Mindanao, 
Philippines. 

 
 Philippine guerrillas capture the town of Malabang on Mindanao. 
 
 U.S. destroyer Benham is damaged by Kamikaze and friendly naval gunfire,   

Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

Mines sink the Japanese guardboat No.92 Banshu Maru off Goto Rette in the 
Goto Archipelago off the coast of Nagasaki in the East China Sea, off Western 
Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
PB4Y sinks the Japanese cargo ship Gyoyo Maru off coast of Malaya. 
 
Mine laid by the 20th Air Force sinks Japanese cargo ship Sonjo Maru off 
Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East China and cargo ship Tairyu Maru 
off Wada Misaki light near Kobe on the southern side of the main island of 
Honshu, Japan 
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.  
Japanese cargo ship Yamadono Maru is damaged by aircraft, Kobe harbor on the 
southern side of the main island of Honshu, Japan.  

 
 U.S. 6th Marines take the Motobu Peninsula, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

U.S. 77th Division on Le Shima moves forward towards the town of Le and Mount 
Iegusugu, Okinawa Island in the Ryukyu Islands, the dominate fixture on the 
island. 

 
 American war correspondent Ernie Pyle is shot and killed by a sniper on Le  
 Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
 Corsairs and Hellcats of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb and strafe targets  
 in the Palau Islands.  

 
 Planes of Fleet Air Wing One attack installations on Yap and Puluwat in the  
 Caroline Islands.  
 
 Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One destroy two cargo ships at anchor near  

Tanega Island in the northern Ryukyu Islands and demolished a warehouse.  
 

Mustangs of the Seventh Army Air Force strafe and bomb shipping in and  
around Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  

 
 Four B-25s and four P-51s of the Tenth Army Air Force blast river shipping  

South of Yiyang, Burma. Six B-25s bombs the area around Kwangsi University at 
Liang-feng, Burma. Two B-24s bomb Bakli Bay dock area of Burma. 70-plus P-
51s and P-40s pummel Japanese troops, town areas, road traffic, and river 
shipping at several locations in South and East China.   
 
The Far East Air Force sends B-24s bombers to Taichu, Shinshoshi, Toyohara, 
and Okayama airfields on Formosa. B-25s hit the airfield at Taito, Formosa.  B-
24s over Mindanao Island in the Philippines bomb Cotabato on Mindanao Island 
and Kabacan in southern Mindanao, Philippines.  Copious sorties are flown in 
support of ground forces on Luzon, Cebu Island, Negros Island, and Mindanao 
and  in the Sulu Archipelago. 
 
120 B-29s bombs airfields at Tachiarai home to an Imperial Japanese Army Air 
Force Base and the Tachiarai Army Flight School on Kyushu Island, Japan, 
Kokubu on southeastern Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side, Izumi located 
in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu Island, Nittagahara Airfield, Kyushu Island, 
and Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island. 
Beginning on this date and continuing through May 11th, the XXI Bomber 
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Command devotes approximately 75 per cent of its combat effort to support the 
Okinawa campaign. During this time B-29s fly more than 2,100 sorties against 17  
airfields on Kyushu and Shikoku Islands of Japan, which are dispatching air 
attack, including Kamikaze raids, against the U.S. Navy and Marine forces. 
 
Japanese submarine RO-56 is sunk by the submarine Sea Owl, Central Pacific. 

 
 Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet bomb and strafe airfield installations in  

the Sakishima Group, a chain of islands located at the southernmost end of the 
Japanese Archipelago.  

 
APRIL 18 

 Japanese submarine I-56 is sunk by planes from the light carrier Bataan,   
destroyers Collett, Heermann, McCord, Merrtz, and the Uhlmann, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, light cruiser Mobile is damaged by on-board 
explosion; light minelayer Tolman is damaged by grounding; and LST-929 is 
damaged in collision with LST-267.  
 
U.S. Cruisers Cleveland and Sigourney shell Tamontaka on Mindanao in the 
Philippines. 
 
U.S. submarine Seahorse is damaged by depth charges in Tsushima Strait, eastern 
channel of the Korean Strait between Korea and Japan, and is forced to terminate 
her patrol.  
 
U.S. submarine Sea Owl sinks the Japanese submarine RO 46 500 yards off Wake 
Island in the Central Pacific.  

 
 Japanese transport Teizui Maru the ex-German Mosel is sunk by mine near the 

western entrance to Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu 
Island, Japan. 

 
Japanese submarine I-372 delivers supplies to Wake Island in the Central Pacific 
Ocean.  She begins unloading her cargo.   
 
U.S. submarine Sea Owl moves in and fires three torpedoes at I-327. Two  
malfunction and the third torpedo destroy the pier.  I-372 crash-dives unharmed.  

 
American troops could enter Fort Drum on El Fraile Island in Manila Bay of 
Luzon in the Philippines and discover 65 charred Japanese bodies.  
 
On Luzon the 11th U.S. Airborne Division attacks Mount Macolod.  
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U.S. 24th Division starts an assault on Fort Pikit, Mindanao, and a key point on 
the road to Kabacan. 

 
Also on Mindanao in the Philippines, U.S. troops capture Cotabato and 
Tamontaca. 

 
U.S. 40th Division on Negros Island in the Philippines use air attacks against 
enemy positions but still is unable to make any progress. 

 
The Japanese 1st Battalion, 30th Field Artillery Regiment en route to Malaybalay, 
"South Summer Capital of the Philippines", in Central Mindanao is cut off by the 
rapid American advance and starts withdrawing on their own initiative to the 
Saraugaui Bay sector of Mindanao. 
 
During the night in the Volcano Islands Iwo Jima based P-61s Black widows of 
the Seventh Army Air Force fly individual attacks against Futamiko and the radio 
station on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 

 
 21 P-38s of the 10th Army Air Force molest enemy troop concentration, tanks, 

artillery positions, and a bivouac area near Man Li and Kongsamin Burma; five P-
61s hits a supply area west of Laihka, Burma. 

 
 Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force, bombs the Kataoka Naval Base on 

Shimushu Island in the Northern Kuril Islands. 
 
In China, three B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force attack trucks and other 
targets of opportunity east of Siangtan, China; 52 P-51s and P-40s hit river 
shipping, town areas, rail and road traffic, tanks, and bridges at several locations 
south and east China including the Chinese towns of Sinhwa, Hengyang, 
Changsha, Luchai, Paoching, Kweiyang, Yenkou, Sinning, and Siangtan. 

 
Far East Army Air Force: On Formosa B-26s bombs Karenko airfield.  B-24s 
assault Tainan, Giran, Toyohara, Hobi, and Soton airfields, and P-38s hit rail and 
road transportation on Formosa. 

 
112 B-29s attacks Japanese airfields at Tachiarai the home to an Imperial 
Japanese Army Air Force Base and the Tachiarai Army Flight School on Kyushu 
Island, Izumi located in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu Island, Kokubu 
southeastern Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side, Nittagahara Airfield, 
Kyushu Island, Japan, and two Superfortesses hit Kanoya south of Sakurajima and 
north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, Japan. 13 other B-29s find targets of 
opportunity; two B-29s are lost. 

  
Carrier based aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack airfields and ground installations 
in the Amami Group of the Northern Ryukyu Islands.  

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_iwo_jima.html
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 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack targets in  

the Palau Islands and destroy buildings on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline 
Islands.  

 
The 6th Marine Division clear Japanese defenses concentrations on a twisted mass 
of rocky ridges and ravines on the Motobu Peninsula, Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands. 
 

 Elements of the Marine Third Amphibious Corps have reached the northern end  
 of Okinawa Island, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

The final advance on Rangoon in Burma is preceded by Operation Character in 
which a sizeable commando force is place behind the Japanese lines to gather 
intelligence and disrupt the Japanese lines of communication. 
 

APRIL 19 
A massive barrage by 27 battalions of corps and division artillery-the largest 
concentration (324 pieces) employed during the Pacific war-opened the assault on 
Kakazu Ridge, Okinawa.  Six battleships, six cruisers, and six destroyers added 
their weight to the bombardment, which was followed by the largest single air 
strike of the Okinawa campaign-650 Navy and Marine planes attacking the enemy 
positions with napalm, rockets, bombs, and machine guns.  Unfortunately the 
effect was negligible. The Japanese, deep within their cave defenses, were only 
marginally affected. 
 
Armored flame throwers are used for the first time on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
in the attack on the Shuri Defenses. 

 
U.S. Marines begin their final drive to the northern coast of Motobu Peninsula, 

 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

XXIV Corps of the U.S. Army launched a three division assault against the Shuri 
defenses in the southern sector of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

 The loss of twenty-two tanks in the Kakazu area is the greatest suffered by 
 American armor on Okinawa in a single engagement. 
 

U.S. Navy carrier aircraft from the Pacific Fleet attack air installations in the 
Sakishima Group, a chain of islands located at the southernmost end of the 
Japanese Archipelago.  

 
U.S. Navy carrier based aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack airfields and ground  

 installations in the Amami Group of the Northern Ryukyu Islands.  
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 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack buildings  
and installations in the Palau islands while Helldiver bombers hit the airstrip on 
Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands. 

  
A lone search plane of Fleet Air Wing One sinks a sailing vessel in Truk Lagoon, 
Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Cero sinks the Japanese guardboat No.3 Isuzu Maru south of 
Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Pogy is mistakenly attacked by PB4Y as Pogy approaches a 
Japanese convoy southeast of Honshu Island, Japan. Fortunately, the submarine 
escapes the encounter undamaged and remains on patrol.  
 
U.S. submarine Sennet, attacking Japanese convoy in Kii Suido off the south coast 
of Kyushu Island, Japan, sinks the auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 97 and cargo 
ship Hagane Maru.  
 
U.S. submarine Silversides sinks the Japanese guardboat Kairyu Maru with her 
deck gun east of the Bonin Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Sunfish attacks the Japanese convoy TSO-201 off Hokkaido, 
Northern Island of Japan, sinking the gunboat Kaiho Maru and cargo ship Taisei 
Maru. 
 
U.S. submarine Trutta sinks the Japanese cargo vessel Kaiyo Maru and fishing 
boats Kinshu Maru and Mitsuyama Maru.  
 
Four U.S. PGM’s, subchasers converted to gunboats, and two LCI(G’s) sails up  
the Mindanao River on Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands. 
 
Japanese submarine I-372 finishes unloading her cargo for Wake Island in the 
Central Pacific Ocean and leaves with 29 evacuees.  
 
Japanese tanker Shonan Maru sinks after running aground off Belawan, Sumatra 
Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
On Luzon, Vigan is captured by units of the 1st Corps.  Elsewhere on Luzon, the 
Americans have completed their encirclement and driven all the way to Luzon's 
east coast.  
 
The 11th Airborne Division cut all routes leading to the Bicol Peninsula, Luzon, 
while the 1st Cavalry Division turned north into the Santa Maria Valley, Luzon, in 
a move intended to turn Shimbu Group's southeast flank and prevent the Japanese 
from using any of the small coastal towns as concentration or evacuation points. 
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On Luzon in the Philippines, Japanese defenses starts to fall apart near Irisan 
causing the commander of the 23rd Division to move units from the three infantry 
regiments in the southern area of Baguio to reinforce Irisan.  What is left of the 
23rd Division stay in their positions along the line Mount Calugong-Mount Sto 
Tomas-Camp 4-Tuey Peak-Mount Ananeto-Dalupirip. 
 
27th Infantry Division turns back a large Japanese counter attack on Mount 
Myoko, Luzon, Philippines. 
 
In the Philippines, U.S. 32nd Division on Luzon make steady advance in the 
Salacsac Pass. 
 
33rd U.S. Division is in a heavy fight with the Japanese caves in the Asin region of 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
158th Regimental Combat Team uses a three prong attack on the Cituinan Hills of 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Indian troops of the 5th Division take Pyinmana in the Sittang Valley, Burma. 

 
Indian forces of the 20th Division occupy Magwe and Myingun on the Irrawaddy 
River, Burma. 

 
 British forces capture Chauk, Burma. 
 

Eight P-51s of the 7th Army Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
bomb and strafe Futami Ko, Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 25 B-24s, based in the 
Palau Islands bombs islands of Arakabesan in the Palau Island group and Koror in 
the Palau Islands, Caroline Islands. 17 B-24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
attacks the islands of Dublon, Eten, and Fefan, in the Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll, 
Caroline Islands. Mustangs attack Atsugi Airfield, in the area of Tokyo, Japan. 
During the night six P-61s Black Widows from Iwo Jima bomb and strafe Chichi, 
Haha, and Muko Jima in the Bonin Islands. 104 P-51s fly a fighter sweep to 
Atsugi Airfield, southwest of Tokyo, Honshu Island, Japan, and Yokusuka naval 
airfield on Natsu Island , near Yokosuka Naval Base, in Tokyo Bay, Honshu 
Island.  

 
 100-plus P-40s, P-51s, and P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force harass town areas, 

troops, river, road, and rail traffic all over South and East China and hit a few  
targets in Northern French Indochina.  B-24s attack Japanese shipping at Saigon,  
French Indochina, adding further damage to cargo ships Kenei Maru and Chefoo 
Maru. 14 P-38s hits supplies near Paklu, Burma, a fuel dump at Hainang, Burma, 
and bridges near Kunna in Burma; a bridge is knocked out; six other P-38s 
attacked targets of opportunity along roads behind enemy lines. 
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Eight B-25s of the Eleventh Army Air Force take off to bomb the Kuril Island but 
abort due to weather conditions. 
  
In China 12 B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bomb the railway repair shops at 
Taiynan. Three others attack Bakli Bay on Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off 
the coast of China, eight B-25s attack bridges and rail and road traffic Anyang and 
Taiku, China.   

 
B-24s of the FEAF fly over Formosa and bombs the Tainan airfield and the town 
of Shinchiku. In the Philippines missions are flown in support of American and 
Filipino ground forces on Luzon, Cebu Island, and Negros Island. B-24s bomb 
personnel areas at Kabacan, Cagayan, and along the Davano River on Mindanao. 
Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, is bombed 
by B-25s while B-24s returning from a French Indochina coastal sweep over 
Sandakan on the northeastern coast of Borneo,. B-25s, with P-51 cover, harass 
Haimi. 

 
P-51 Mustang Fighters of the 22nd again fly escort for the B-29s, but start strafing 
ground targets on Honshu. 
 
The Imperial Japanese 35th Army is officially disbanded. 
 

APRIL 20 
U.S. Army forces land on Catanduanes Island, located in the Bicol Region of 
Luzon, Philippines.  

 
U.S. Army 37th Division captures the heights guarding the crossing point of the 
Irisan River on Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Bohol Island, Philippines, is cleared of all Japanese resistance as units of the 164th 

  Infantry overrun enemy positions. 
 
 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs  
 miscellaneous targets in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll.  
 

U.S. Navy battleship Colorado is damaged by on-board explosion off Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 
 
U.S. Navy escort carrier Corregidor, while operating east of the Mariana Islands 
on antisubmarine patrol in Task Group 12.3, is damaged in a typhoon. 
  
U.S. submarine Guitarro lays mines off the northeast coast of Sumatra Island, 
Dutch East Indies. 
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U.S. submarine chaser SC-737 is damaged by grounding, Sulu Sea in the 
southwestern area Philippine Islands. 
 
U.S. Navy carrier based aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack airfields and ground 
installations in the Amami Group of the Northern Ryukyu Islands.  
 

 Carrier aircraft from units of the British Pacific Fleet strafe and bomb runways, 
airfield structures, barracks and other installations on islands of the Sakishima  
Group, part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
Mines laid by the 20th Air Force sink the Japanese cargo vessels Yamamitsu Maru  
off Nojima and Sanko Maru and damages the cargo ship Kitsurin Maru at western  
entrance of Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of 
Japan.  

 
Top of Bloody Ridge is finally gained and the Government House is captured by 
the 77th Division, Le Shima Island off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, organized resistance on Motobu Peninsula, Okinawa, ends 
as the 4th and 29th U.S. Marines regiments reached the north coast of the 
peninsula 

 
 The Twenty Fourth Army Corps attacks the Japanese in the southern sector of 
 Okinawa making small gains through heavily defended areas.  
 

Morotai Mutiny occurs as eight Australian senior pilots of the 1st Tactical Air 
Force turn-in their resignations.  The officers are protesting the use of RAAF 
fighter squadrons to attack Japanese ground positions that have been bypassed by 
the Americans during their island-hopping campaigns. 

 
Seventh Army Air Force: Eleven P-51s from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain bombs Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. 

 
In Burma P-38s and P-51s of the 10th Army Air Force attack Japanese shipping 
off Rangoon sinking the motor torpedo boat Gyoraitei No.412. 32 P-38s  
takes out several bridges and damaged five others in central Burma behind the  
Japanese  lines; 12 P-47s assault a enemy troop concentration and ration dump at  
Tonglau, Burma, 18 Thunderbolts hit a troop concentration around a monastery at  
Kengkawmanhaung, Burma, and 12 attacks troops along a stream near Wan 
Nahpeit, Burma. 
 
8th Emergency Rescue Squadron assigned to the 10th AAF arrives in Kunming, 
China with 5 Sikorsky YR-6As. 
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Seven B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force hit the town of Neihsiang in China and 
attack the railroad from Saiping to Lohochai and from Linying to Hsuchang. Nine 
B-25s bomb Loyang and Luchou, China. Almost 100 P-51s, P-40s, and P-47s 
concentrate attacks against town areas throughout South and East China, also 
hitting troops, gun positions, and river traffic. 

 
B-29s of the 58th Bomb Wing start flying out of China for Tinian Island in the 
Mariana Islands. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force attack Tainan Airfield on Formosa at the same 
time P-51s assault Koshun Airfield, Formosa. Aircraft of the FEAF support 
American and Filipino ground forces on Luzon, Cebu, and Negros Islands. On 
Borneo in the Dutch East Indies, B-24s bomb Sepinggang and Labuan Airfields 
and P-38s and B-25s hit Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, Japanese aircraft attack Yontan and Kadena airfields on 
Okinawa causing minor damage.  

 
 Chinese guerrillas known as Yangtze Raiders blow up Japanese ammunitions  
 train near Wuhan, China. 
 
 British forces move closer to the Yenangyaung oil fields in Burma. 

British submarine HMS Tradewind sinks a Japanese tug and two Japanese junks  
all three with her deck gun, the Gulf of Siam. 

APRIL 21 
 11th Airborne wipes out the last pockets of Japanese resistance on Mount 
 Macolod, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

In the Philippines, U.S. Army 25th Division captures the town of Kapintanlan, 
Luzon.  

 
In the Mount Myoko region of Luzon elements of the 27th Division take command 
of the heights. 

 
 U.S. Army 37th Division on Luzon crosses the Irisan River on a pontoon bridge  
 advancing on Baguio in northern Luzon Island of the Philippines.   
 
 On Luzon, the 148th Infantry moves east toward the Trinidad Rice Bowl, to cut 

the Japanese escape route from the Baguio area located in the mountains to the 
west of La Union Province, Luzon, Philippines. 

 
Major General Suzuki orders the 365th Independent Infantry Battalion on Jolo 
Island to withdraw to Mount Tumazangos, Philippines. 
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Fort Pikit on the Mindanao River is captured soon after the Japanese evacuate as 
two LCM(G’s) and four PGM’s land troops.  
 
On Mindanao Major General Tomochika, Chief of Staff of Thirty-fifth Army 
arrives from Cebu Island, Philippines. 
 
A small fleet of gunboats sail up the Rio Grande de Mindanao, Mindanao River, 
on the island of Mindanao in the Philippines. 

 
On the approaches to Hill 178, the high ground changed hands several times in 
 the bitterest kind of fighting seen on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Troops of the Tenth Army place the United States Flag on the summit of Iegusugu 
Peak on Ie Shima Island in the Ryukyu Islands on the morning after overcoming 
bitter resistance from caves, pillboxes and other strong points. Ie Shima was 
declared secure. 

 
The Japanese begin an hour-long mortar concentration on Bloody Ridge, Pinncle, 
Ie Shima, Ryukyu Island.  After the mortar attack 300 to 400 of the enemy 
stormed the American lines on the west flank. Supported by intense mortar and 
small-arms fire, the Japanese advance in columns-one from the north, another 
from the northwest, and a third from the west. Among them are women armed 
with spears. By mid-afternoon all units on the Pinnacle along Bloody Ridge are 
engaged in mopping up. The exterior of the Pinnacle is secure, but Japanese still 
remained in subterranean passages and strongholds from which they can makes 
attacks against the American troops. The openings are systematically blown out 
and sealed off.  

 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft from the Pacific Fleet attack air installations in the 
Sakishima group part of the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
 Hellcat and Corsair fighters of Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb targets in the 
Palau Islands. Helldiver bombers attack the airstrip on Yap Atoll in the Western 
Caroline Islands.  

  
Off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. Navy destroyer Ammen is damaged by 
near-miss of bomb. 

 
Japanese guard boat Zenyo Maru is sunk by U.S. aircraft off Shionomisaki, 
southwestern tip of Honshu Island, facing the Tsushima Strait, Japan. 
 
Japanese cargo vessel No.2 Toshi Maru is damaged by mine off Singapore, 
Malaya.  
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Seventh Army Air Force: In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s bombs 
runways and installations on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the 
most easterly island of Japan. 
 
In Burma weather conditions causes the cancellations of all combat flight 
operations of the Tenth Army Air Force. 

 
 B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force bomb Loyang, China. 30 P-51s and P-
47s  

attacks railroad and other targets along road, barracks area, buildings, and bridges 
at or near the Chinese towns of Paoching, Chihsien, Taiku, Hsihhsiassuchi, 
Shaho, Linfen, Luan, Yutze, and Shanhsien. 

  
In the Dutch east Indies B-24s of the Far East Air Force bombs the airfields at 
Miri at Sarawak on the island of Borneo, Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo 
along Kudat Harbor, Manggar on the eastern coast of Borneo, and the Sepinggang 
airfield  on the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan. P-38 lightings target 
Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, and Sandakan on the 
northeastern coast of Borneo, Miri airfield, oil storage close to the Lutong airfield 
near Miri at Sarawak, and attack targets along the Southwest coast of Celebes 
Island. 

 
217 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force blast the airfields at Oita on the northwest 
end of Kyushu Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea, Kanoya south of 
Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, Usa on the northwest end of 
Kyushu Island near the port of Nagasu, Kokubu on the southeastern end of 
Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side, Kushira , the third largest Kamikaze 
sortie base at Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu, 
Tachiarai the home to the Imperial Japanese Army Air Force Base and the 
Tachiarai Army Flight School on Kyushu Island, Izumi located in Kagoshima 
Prefecture on Kyushu Island, and Nittagahara Airfield, Kyushu Island, Japan. 
Other B-29s bombs the city of Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of the island of 
Kyushu, Japan. 
 
In Burma, Yedash is taken by the 5th Indian Division.  
 
7th Indian Division surrounds Yenangyaung, Burma. 
 
Japanese decide to abandon Rangoon in Burma and pull back to reorganize. 
 
In China the 22nd Division is ordered to be air-lifted to Chihchiang to reinforce 

 other units attempting to stop the Japanese advance. 
 

APRIL 22 
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The 2nd Battalion of the 186th Infantry lands on Pandanan Island, Palawan 
Islands in the southern Philippines unopposed. 
 
31st Division begins landing near Parang, located on Highway 1, the route to 
Davao City, Mindanao, Philippines. 
A small fleet of gunboats that has sail up the Rio Grande de Mindanao, Mindanao 
River, seize Kabacan and the junction of Highway 1 and Sayre Highway on the 
island of Mindanao in the Philippines. This opens the Mindanao River into a main 
line of supply as troops and rations as they are dropped off far upriver. 
U.S. Army 32nd Division pushes the Japanese off several hills along the Villa 

Verde  
Track on Luzon, Philippines. 
 
A regiment of the U.S. 33rd Division reaches the edge of Mount Mirador on the 
western edge of Baguio in the mountains to the west of La Union Province, 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
On Jolo Island in the Philippines the last Japanese position the overrun by units of 
the 41st Division. 
 
Elements of the 163rd Infantry, fighting alongside Filipino guerrillas, finally take 
Mount Daho in the center of Jolo Island, Philippines. The rest of the Japanese 
troops flee and hold out in the west for another two months.  
 
In the Philippines U.S. Marine Air Group 24 arrives at Malabang off the 
northwest coast of to provide air support for Mindanao ground operations. 
 
On Mindanao in the Philippines, U.S. Army forces uses two gunboats (LCMG’s) 
to exploit the Mindanao River and seize Kabacan and the junction of Highway I 
and the Sayre Highway. 
 
Col. Koretake Ouchi, commander of the Japanese 30th Engineer Regiment, is 
ordered to take charge of operations in the southern area of Mindanao in the  
Philippines using the South Sector Unit. 

 
On Ie Shima Island off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands during the 
night a group of Japanese soldiers and civilians, including women, all armed with 
rifles, grenades, and demolitions, rush from caves on Iegusugu toward the lines of 
the 306th. They are all cut down without loss to American troops. 

 
 Elements of the Marine Third Amphibious Corps occupy Taka Banare Island east 

 of Okinawa  and landed on Sesoko Island west of Motobu Peninsula in the 
Ryukyu Islands.  
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96th Division of the U.S. Army captures the village of Nishibaru, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

  
 U.S. Marine Corsairs continue neutralizing raids on enemy bases in the Marshall  
 Islands. 
 

The Marine Aircraft Group 24 (MAG-24) arrives at Malabang on Mindanao in the 
Philippines to provide air support for ground operations. 

 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack airfields and other 
installations in the Sakishima Island group, part of the Ryukyu Islands, an island 
chain located at the southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago.  

  
Mustangs of the Seventh Army Air Force flying from Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Islands attacks Suzuka airfield southwest of Nagoya on the Pacific coast Honshu 
Island, Japan and against Akenogaha  Airfield located near the coast in MIe 
Prefecture part of the Kansai region on the main Honshu Island. P-51s sinks the 
Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Chikuyu Maru south of Toshi Jima located in 
Ise Bay off the east coast of central Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
10th Army Air Force: B-25s bombs Hsuchang, China. 

  
14th Army Air Force: B-24s bombs Manggar aerodrome on Balikpapan, East 
Borneo, and Jesselton airfield on the north coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, 
and P-38s hits Kuching, Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-24s attacks shipping and 
harbor installations at Saigon, French Indochina. 
 
Approximately 80 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bomb Japanese airfields at 
Izumi located in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu Island, Kushira on Hokkaido 
Island, Miyazaki in southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, Tomitaka 
in southern Kyushu, and Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on 
Kyushu Island. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands off the coastline of Okinawa the support landing craft LCS-
15 is sunk by an attacking aircraft; Kamikazes sinks minesweeper Swallow and 
damage destroyers Hudson, Wadsworth, and Isherwood, minesweeper Ransom, 
and light minelayer Shea; minesweeper Gladiator is damaged by strafing and 
near-miss of Kamikaze. 
  
U.S. submarine Cero sinks Japanese guardboat Aji Maru west of Tori Jima 
northeast of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands and damages the guardboat No.9 
Takamiya Maru.  
 
U.S. submarine Hardhead sinks the Japanese cargo vessel Mankei Maru off 
Chimpon.  
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Dutch submarine O-19 torpedoes the Japanese heavy cruiser Ashigara as the latter  
proceeds in company with destroyer Kamikaze toward Batavia on Java, Dutch 
East Indies. 

 
Minesweeping operation begins in the Balabac Strait, separating Balabac Island, 
Philippines from the Banggi Island north of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, for the 
Brunei Bay landing, Borneo in the Dutch East Indies. 
 
In Burma the Indian 5th Division reaches Toungoo quicker than expected. 
 
7th Indian Division takes Yenangyaung its large oil field, Burma. 
 

APRIL 23 
Flying Consolidated PB4Y-2 Privateers, U.S. Navy crews from VPB-109 launch 
two Bat missiles against Japanese ships in Balikpapan Harbor, Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies. This is the first known use of automatic homing missiles during 
World War II. 
 
Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force flying from Guam in the Mariana 
Islands bombs installations on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific 
Ocean.  
 

 P-61s of the Tenth Army Air Force attack with napalm, rockets, and cannon  
several targets during sweeps from Laihka to Loilem to Hopong to Wan Yin in 
Burma; trucks, and other targets are successfully attacked; over 40 fighter-
bombers pummel Japanese troop concentrations along and behind the battlelines 
at several points in Burma including Loilem, Nawng Leng, Mong Pawn, and 
Naungtaw; a bridge at Namhkok in Burma is temporarily out of use due to bomb 
damage to its approaches. 

 
In China B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force blast Hsuchang railroad yards, 
completely demolish a locomotive repair shop. Two B-24s hit targets of 
opportunity in the South China Sea, an area from Singapore in Malaya to the 
Malacca Straits to the Straits to Formosa; 39 P-47s and P-51s assault troops, 
horses, trains, and rivercraft at or near then Chinese towns of Nanyang, Burma 
and Taiku, Shanhsien, Hsihhsiassuchi, Loning, Sinyang, Chenghsien, Sichuan, 
Lushan, and along the Pinghan railroad right away, and cause a railroad tunnel 
near Sinyang to be unusable. 

  
The Far East Air Force sends B-25s to hit the Shinei railroad yards, Formosa, P-
51s to hit the Karenko airfield, Formosa, B-24s to bomb military depot at 
Shanghai located in the Yangtze River Delta in East China and shipping in Yulin 
Harbor at Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China, B-24s to 
bomb the naval base at Saigon, French Indochina, B-24s to bomb the Sepinggang 



 1659 

airfield on the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan, and Jesselton 
aerodrome on the north coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, P-38s to drop napalm 
on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, and B-24s to fly shipping 
sweep over Makassar Strait between Borneo and Celebes Island, Dutch East 
Indies. 

  
B-29s hits Hainan in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China and Woody Island 
the largest of the Paracel Islands in the South China Sea. 

 
U.S. submarine Besugo sinks the German submarine U-183 in the Java Sea. 
 
Japanese cargo ship Tamae Maru is sunk by accidental ammunition explosion in  
Sakai harbor.  
 

 Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs targets in the Palau Islands. 
 

In the Philippines in the Mount Mataasna Bundoc sector of Luzon the 6th Division 
wipes out one Japanese strongpoint after another strongpoint.  

 
U.S. Army 24th Division on Mindanao in the Philippines captures Kabacan. Then 
immediately launches a drive southeast along Highway 1 toward Davao. 
 
On Luzon the 37th U.S. Division is held up by the enemy at a cemetery at Baguio. 

 
Major General Tomochika, Chief of Staff of Thirty-fifth Army, has made his way 
to the Japanese 30th Division command post located at Impalutao from Agusan,  
on Mindanao.  He immediately begins a conference with Lt. General Morozumi 
regarding implementation of the Imperial Army policy of protracted resistance. 

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Japanese forces defending the Shuri Line 
begin a tactical withdrawals.  

The U.S. 96th division captures several hill between Nishibaru and Tanabaru on 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

APRIL 24 
 British forces capture Salin, Burma. 
 
 Indian troops in Burma capture Perwegen. 
 
 Japanese forces around Rangoon, Burma, begin withdrawing through Pegu toward 
 Thailand. 
 
 On Okinawa, this date marks the fall of the first Shuri defense ring everywhere  
 but on the extreme right, in the Item Pocket area. 
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 On Okinawa, the Japanese withdraw from Kakazu Ridge to a second line of 
 defense, Shuri Line. 
 

The 96th Division of the U.S. Army takes over enemy locations on Nishibaru on  
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Major General Utsunomiya directs the Imperial 23rd Division to abandon the 
Baguio area of Luzon in the Philippines and move north to a line at Atok to 
Mount Inoman as U.S. Army forces entered the western approaches to the city. 
 
On Mindanao the U.S. 24th Division moves towards Davao Bay and the city of 
Digos. 
 
U.S. 37th Division drives the enemy from the cemetery outside of Baguio on 
Luzon, Philippines.  

 
U.S. Navy ships of the Pacific Fleet help support the American troops in the 
Twenty Fourth Corps sector of Okinawa by shelling numerous caves, 
blockhouses, pillboxes, trenches, and gun emplacements. 

 
 U.S. submarine Cod torpedoes and sinks the Japanese minesweeper W.41 north of  
 Keelung, Formosa. 
 
 U.S. submarine Thresher completes her 15th war patrol as she enters Pearl  
 Harbor, Territory of Hawaii. She will later be assigned to training duties. 
 

B-24s sinks Japanese motor sail ship Shinyo Maru off coast of French Indochina.  
 
 B-24s bombs Tainan, Hokko, Tabanio, and Miri. 
 
 Mustangs of the 7th Army Air Force bomb and strafe storage dumps on Chichi  
 Jima in the Bonin Islands.  
 

About 40 P-47s and P-38s of the 10th Army Air Force attacks Japanese troop 
concentrations, storage areas, vehicles, and targets of opportunity in or near the 
Burmese towns of Mong Nawng, Mong Kung-Laihka road, Loilem, and at Wan 
Hsan. 

 
B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs Hongay railroad yards in China and 
others damage a vessel at Bakli Bay on Hainan Island in the Gulf of Tonkin off 
the coast of China. Four B-25s target railroad targets from Siaokan to Sinyang in 
China, while two damage bridge at Kuanshuishih, China. 50-plus P-51s, P-61s, 
and  

 P-40s attacks rivercraft, railroads, trucks, bridges, troops, horses, and other 
 targets.  
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A-20s and fighter bombers of the Far East Air Force are sortie to strike in support 
of ground forces on Luzon in the Philippines. On Formosa, A-20s strike sugar 
refineries at Mizukami and Shinei while B-24s assault Tainan and Hokko. Other 
B-24s hit Tabanio on the Java Sea side of Borneo, Dutch East Indies and Miri 
located off the northwestern coast of Borneo. 

 
LeMay sends 101 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force to attack the Hitachi Aircraft 
Corporation at Tachikawa north of Atsugi Airfield and west of Tokyo on Honshu 
Island, Japan. 21 Superfortresses go after alternates and/or targets of opportunity. 
Five B-29s are lost. 

 
 Search planes of Fleet Air Wing One destroy a cargo ship, sink six fishing craft  

and a whaling vessel, and damaged a cargo ship in the water east of Kyushu 
Island, Japan.  

 
 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing pound targets in  
 the Palau Islands as Marine bombers and fighters hit runways and other 
 installations on Yap Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands. 

 
Japanese tanker San Diego Maru is damaged by mine in Hiroshima Bay in the 
Inland Sea, Kyushu Island, Japan. 

 
APRIL 25 

 Carrier based aircraft attack Japanese installations on Okino Daito Jima, Ryukyu   
Islands. 

 
 Carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet continue neutralizing attacks on airfield 

installations in the Sakishima Group, part of the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain 
located at the southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago.  

 
 Escort carrier Steamer Bay and the destroyer Hale are damaged by collision, 
 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
 Japanese submarine RO-109 is sunk by the high-speed transport Horace A. Bass, 
 Philippine Sea. 
 

British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun 
off Sumbawa Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese cargo vessel Sano Maru is damaged by a mine in Yangtze River near 
Nanking, China.  
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Saliin, Burma, is captures by British forces as Indian troops capture Perwegen.  In 
the southern section of the country Japanese forces start withdrawing through     
Pegu in Burma to begin a retreat into Thailand. 

 
The Japanese forces around Rangoon start to withdraw through Pegu to the east, 
to be able to retreat into Thailand. 

President Truman opens the United Nations Conference on 
International Organization. 

 
    The United Nations Conference opens in San Francisco to 
  draw up a Constitution for the organization. 
 

United States Secretary of War Henry Stimson.   
 

Secretary of War Stimson briefs President Truman on the 
production of the Atomic Bomb. 

 
General Joseph Smith assumes command of XX Bomber Command. 
 
The Japanese route the Chinese 58th Division at Wukang, China. 
 
The Japanese Imperial Navy establishes a General Navy Command to exercise 
supreme operational control of all Japanese Navy surface and air forces. Admiral 
Soemu Toyoda, Commander-in-Chief of Combined Fleet, is designated 
Commander-in-Chief, General Navy Command, holding both positions 
simultaneously. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines, the U.S. 37th Division attacks Mount Mirador 
outside of Baguio, Luzon. 
 
20 P-38s of the Tenth Army Air Force hit enemy troops at Wan Kinglong in 
Burma and at other points in the central Burma battle area 

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: B-24s bombs the railroad yards at Hongay, China. 
Four B-25s and four P-47s damage a  bridge and destroy AA position North of 
Anyang, China.  

 
B-24s from the 14th Army Air Force bomb the harbor at Saigon, French 
Indochina, Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva 
Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, bridges, Boeloedowang aerodrome on Celebes Island 
in the Dutch East Indies and Basco airfield on Batan Island, the northernmost 
islands of the Philippines. On Luzon B-25s, A-20s, and fighters concentrate 
attacks on the Cagayan Valley bridges and support ground forces around Balete 
Pass in Central Luzon, Baguio in northern Luzon Island of the Philippines, and 
Solvec Cove north of San Fernando on Luzon. Other FEAR missions during the 
day occur on southern Luzon at Ipo Dam in Bulacan province northeast of Manila, 
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Luzon to New Bosoboso East of Manila, Luzon, near Santa Maria northeast of 
Manila and is located at the eastern portion of Bulacan province, northeast of 
Siniloan between the plains of Sierra Madre Mountain and the lake of Laguna de 
Bay, east of Manila, Anuling southwest of Manila, the active volcano of  Monte 
Banahao, near Legaspi  in southern Luzon in the Philippines, and south of 
Camalig in the province of Albay, and in the Monte Mandalagan-Monte Silay 
areas of Luzon. 

 

 
 

Kawasaki K-100 Type 5 Fighter. No Allied code name. 
 

Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing pounds targets in  
 the Palau Islands as Marine bombers and fighters hits runways and other 
 installations on Yap in the Western Caroline Islands.  Helldivers continue 

neutralizing raids on the Marshall Islands. 
 
Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two bomb fuel and ammunition storage areas  

 on Wake Island in the Central Pacific Ocean.  
 

APRIL 26 
 In the Philippines on Luzon the 37th Division captures Mount Mirador. 
 

U.S. troops of the 164th Infantry Division land unopposed in southeast Negros  
Oriental near Dumaguete.  Dumaguete and the nearby airfield are quickly taken 
over.  
 
U.S. and Filipino forces liberate Baguio City located in the mountains to the west 
of La Union Province, Luzon, Philippines.            
 
Filipino troops liberate Tuba, Benguet in the southwestern tip of the Central 
Cordillera Mountain Range of Luzon, Philippines.          

 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa, the Imperial 44th Independent Mixed Brigade 
is brought up to the Shuri line, although it did not enter the battle immediately.  
The American XXIV Corps opens a three division assault against the second ring 
of the Shuri defenses. 
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The U.S. Army 105th Infantry pushes to the southern edge of Nakama, Okinawa. 

   
The 381st Infantry of the U.S. Army attacks the Maeda Escarpment, Okinawa. 
The infantry have little trouble in moving up the forward face, but when they 
reached the top of the  escarpment they discover the enemy used to perfection their 
technique of reverse-slope defense.  

 
Helldiver bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hits the airfield on Yap  
Atoll in the Western Caroline Islands as fighters bombs targets in the Palau 
Islands. B-25s of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attacks harbor installations on 
Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands during the night.  
 
The 29th Bombardment Squadron (Heavy), VI Bomber Command, Sixth Army 
Air Force, transfers from Rio Hato, Panama to the Galapagos Islands in the 
Pacific with their B-24s. 

 
B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bombs Eten 
Island in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  

 
In Burma P-38s and P-47s of the 10th Army Air Force attack troop concentrations 
east of Vian Sing, at Naungtaw, and in Loilem vicinity.  
 
The Far East Air Force sends B-24s to bomb Shanghai located in the Yangtze 
River Delta in East China. B-25s to hits the Heito sugar refinery on Formosa, B-
24s join the U.S.M.C. aircraft in hammering Cebu Island, Philippines, and other 
B- 
24s hits the Miri airfield located off the northwestern coast of Borneo in the Dutch 
East Indies, and B-25s and fighters hit Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of 
Borneo. 

  
195 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bombs airfields at Usa on the northwest end 
of Kyushu Island near the port of Nagasu, Oita on the northwest end of Kyushu 
Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea, Saeki near the mouth of the 
Bungo Straits that separates Kyushu Island and Shikoku Island of Japan, Tomitaka 
in southern Kyushu Island, Imabari in Ehime Prefecture, Japan, Nittagahara 
Airfield, Kyushu Island, Miyazaki in the southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of 
Kyushu Island, Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu 
Island, Kokubu southeastern Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side, and 
Miyakonojo on the southern tip of Kyushu Island, Japan.  464 B-29s assault the 
urban areas of Tokyo, south of the Imperial Palace. 

 
P-51s, escorting B-29s, make sweeps over Kokubu airfields southeastern Kyushu 
Island on the Pacific Ocean side in search of planes and appropriate installations 
to assail. 
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U.S. carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack the Sakishima Island group, a chain 
of islands located at the southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago.  

 
U.S. Navy destroyer Hutchins is damaged by depth charge, off Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands.  

 
American PT-122 and PT-189 on a patrol in Borneo’s Darvel Bay destroys a 100 
foot junk and a small cargo ship. 
 
PT boats 332, 332, 334, 336, 340, 342, and 343 along with the tender Oyster Bay  
round Matil Point on the southern end of Mindanao Island in the Philippines to 
start patrolling Davao Gulf.  
 
U.S. submarine Perch is damaged by depth charges off North Borneo in the Dutch 
East Indies but remains on patrol.  
 
British submarines HMS Sleuth and HMS Solent sink the Japanese auxiliary 
minesweeper Wa.3 in the Java Sea west of Kalambau Island in the Java Sea south 
of Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  
 
Mines sink the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Mejima Maru off Futaoi light and 
cargo ships Sanko Maru in Chochiku Channel off the southwest tip of Korea.  

 
APRIL 27 

At Okinawa, the heavy cruiser Wichita is damaged by coastal defense gun, 
destroyer William D. Porter by friendly gunfire, Kamikazes damage the destroyer 
Ralph Talbot; destroyer escort England. A Kamikaze also crashes and sinks the 
U.S. freighter Canada Victory sinking her. 
 
Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No.31 Yusen Maru is sunk by aircraft off 
Amami-Oshima, Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archiplego.  
 
Army Air Force mine sinks the Japanese cargo vessel Kaiho Maru at western 
entrance of Shimonoseki Strait, separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island 
of Japan. 

  
A U.S.-Australian task force of cruisers and destroyers start a four day shelling of 
the oil producing facilities on Tarakan Island the northeast coast of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies. 

 
In the Philippines the last major Japanese position in the south of Luzon is 
attacked by the 11th Airborne Division. 

 
 Units of the U.S. Army 33rd and 37th Divisions enter Baguio, Luzon, Philippines. 
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Irisan Gorge, Luzon, falls to American troops. 
 
The American’s 24th Division reaches Digos on Mindano on the Davao Gulf of 
the Philippines.  The Americans quickly overwhelm the Japanese there, who are 
prepared only to repel a seaward assault-not an attack from their rear. 
 

 Aircraft from U.S. Navy escort carriers bomb and strafe airfields on islands of the  
Sakishima, Ryukyu Islands. Navy search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One attack a  
Japanese convoy west of Kyushu Island, Japan, scoring four hits on several cargo 
ships. Aircraft of the same air wing attack shipping in Shimonoseki Strait, 
separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, with bombs and 
torpedoes during the night.  
 

 Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing fighters and torpedo planes bomb enemy bivouac  
areas in the Palau Islands as fighters attack targets on Yap Atoll in the Western 
Caroline Islands. 
 

 U.S. Navy Consolidated PBY launches two missiles against a Japanese vessel in 
 Balikpapan Harbor, Borneo, Dutch East Indies.   
 

The Japanese port of Nagoya on central Honshu Island, Japan, is closed to 
shipping, becoming the first port to stop operations due to the American blockade. 
 
Japanese troops withdraw west of Toungoo, Burma. 
 
Eleven B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force take off from Guam in the Mariana 
Island to bomb Woleai Atoll in the Marshall Islands. 

 
37 P-38s and P-47s of the Tenth Army Air Force hits enemy troop concentrations 
in Wan Pong, Burma, and in the Nawng Leng area of Burma. Twelve fighter 
bombers fly sweep over roads south of the frontline. 
 

 B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force drop fragmentation bombs on the Kataoka  
 Naval Base located on Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands.  
 

Fourteenth Army Air Force sends five B-25s and 70 plus fighter bombers to 
assault bridges, gun positions, villages and town areas, supply areas, and river, 
road, and rail traffic in southern and eastern China mainly around Fantung, China. 

 
Far East Air Force: B-25s attacks Japanese installations at Cabatuan in the 
southwestern area of the province of Isabela, northeastern Luzon, La-lo in Quezon 
province, Central Luzon, and Garit Norte in the region of Cagayan Valley of 
Luzon in the Philippines.  A-20s batter towns throughout the southern area of 
Luzon, fighter-bombers and A-20s strike at targets east of Manila, in the Legaspi 
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area. B-24s attack the Jesselton airfield on Borneo and B-25s raid Tarakan Island 
off the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. A B-24s pummel Mandai 
Airfield located at Makassar on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies and other B-24s 
raid Soerabaja, Java in the Dutch East Indies. 

  
109 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force strikes airfields at Izumi on Kyushu Island, 
Miyazaki southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, Kokubu, 
southeastern Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side, Miyakonojo on the 
southern tip of Kyushu Island, Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north of Cape 
Sata on Kyushu Island, and Kushira the third largest Kamikaze sortie base at 
Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu. Three B-29s hit 
targets of opportunity. Two Superfortresses are lost during these operations. 
During the night other B-29s bomb the Tansui seaplane base, Northern Formosa. 

 
APRIL 28 

 Seven United States vessels are damaged by Kamikaze, including the hospital  
 ship Comfort.  In the attack six nurses, five medical officers, eight enlisted men,  
 and seven patients are killed, and four nurses are wounded. The ship is severely  

damaged but manages to enter the harbor at Guam in the Mariana Islands under 
destroyer escort. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, off Okinawa, Kamikazes damage the U.S. Navy destroyers 
Wadsworth, Daly, Twiggs, and Bennion; high speed minesweeper Butler; and 
transport fitted for the evacuation of wounded Pinkney. Destroyer Lang is 
damaged in collision with tanker Brazos.  
 
Shinyo Suicide Boat causes extensive damage to U.S. freighter Bozeman Victory.  
 
Motor minesweeper YMS-329 is damaged by mine off Tarakan, Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies. 
 
Six U.S. Navy Motor Torpedo Patrol Boats strafe Japanese held beaches of 
Tarakan Island on Borneo in the Dutch East Indies to prevent them from repairing 
obstacles on the beaches during the night.  
 
U.S. submarine Cod suffers a fire in the after torpedo room. She is able to 
continue her patrol. 
 
U.S. submarine Sennet sinks the Japanese cable layer Hatsushima off Kii Suido, 
south-southeast of Mikizaki off Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Springer sinks the Japanese submarine chaser Ch 17 west of  
Kyushu Island, Japan.  
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U.S. submarine Trepang sinks T.146 off Osezaki located in the coastal plains of 
southeastern Aichi Prefecture, Pacific Coast of Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
British submarine HMS Tradewind attacks a Japanese convoy off coast of 
Malaya,  
sinking the tanker Takasago Maru off Kota Bharu on northeast Malaya. 
 

 Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One attack Japanese shipping in Shimonoseki Strait, 
separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, during the night.  
 
A single plane of Fleet Air Wing One sinks a small ship and several fishing boats 
in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands.   
 
Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One sink three small cargo ships, force another 
to beach, and damaged several other small ships in the area around Kyushu Island, 
Japan.  
  
Corsair fighters of the Second Marine Aircraft Wing and planes from the carriers  

 of the Pacific Fleet bomb and strafe enemy position ahead of the advancing  
 troops on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

  
 Corsair fighters and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing 

bombs targets in the Palau Islands.   
 

U.S. Navy carrier aircraft strafe targets on Kume Island west of Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands.  

 
Army Air Force mine sinks Japanese cargo vessel Gakujo Maru at western 
entrance of Shimonoseki Strait, separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island 
of Japan. 

 
Twelve B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands 
strikes Param Island in the center of Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands, 
during the early morning hours, twelve more attack Param Island during the 
afternoon, and 20 P-47s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands sweep over Truk 
Atoll, strafing small vessels and the airfields at Param Island and Moen Island in 
Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll. Liberators and Thunderbolt fighters bomb and strafe 
airfields and  
installations at Truk Atoll.  

 
 Eight P-38s of the Tenth Army Air Force strike a cavalry regiment and  

supply dump in the Namhok area of Burma; six others smack a bivouac area near 
Pawngleng; 22 P-47s attack enemy troops, artillery positions, trucks, elephants, 
and carts along and behind the enemy lines in Central Burma. 
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10 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force batters the Paoching airfield in China and 
the Shaho railroad yards, knock out a bridge near Kaifeng, China, and a damage 
bridge west of Showyang, China. 

  
B-25s of the FEAF attacks the Itogon area of Northern Luzon, A-20s bomb the 
Itogon mines, B-24s strike Toshien Naval Base, Formosa, B-24s batters Kuching 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies while B-25s and P-38s hits Tarakan Island off the 
northeastern coast of Borneo, B-24s fly over Celebes Island and assaults 
Masamba, Malimpoeng, and Mandai airfields, and B-26s go after merchant 
shipping in Saigon Harbor in French Indochina.  B-25s and P-38s hit Japanese 
shipping at Saigon, French Indochina sinking tanker No.8 Takasago Maru, motor 
sail ships No.10 Shingi Maru, 9 Nittai Maru, Kashima Maru, Shuttle Boat No.51, 
Shuttle Boat No.57 and Shuttle Boat No. 74.  Japanese escort vessel Uku, and 
Patrol Vessel No.102 the ex-U.S. destroyer Stewart are damaged.  

 
120 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bomb airfields at Kushira the third largest 
Kamikaze sortie base at Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of the island of 
Kyushu, Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, 
Miyakonojo southern tip of Kyushu Island, Japan, Kokubu southeastern Kyushu 
Island on the Pacific Ocean side, Miyazaki in the southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture 
of Kyushu Island, and  Izumi located in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu 
Island, Japan. Four others Superfortresses go after targets of opportunity. Five B-
29s are lost during this operation. 
 
The U.S. Army Seventh Infantry Division gain control of the high ground near 
Kochi Village, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Mindanao Island in the Philippines is cut in half as the U.S. 24th Division captures 
the town of Digos. 

  
Elements of the Twenty Seventh Infantry Division, U.S. Army, capture the 
northern half of Machinato airfield on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
Indian 20th Division takes Allanmyo, Burma. 

 
 British XV Corps reoccupy Arakan area of Burma. 
 

APRIL 29 
In the Ryukyu Islands off Okinawa, Kamikazes damage U.S. Navy destroyers 
Hazelwood and Haggard, light minelayers Harry F. Bauer and Shannon.  
 
Motor minesweeper YMS-51 is damaged by mine off Tarakan Island, Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies. 
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Japanese carrier attack planes (KATE) flying from Truk Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands attack the U.S. naval base, Manus Island, Admiralty Islands, torpedoing 
the advance base section docks ABSD-2 and ABSD-4 in the belief that the shapes 
they perceive in the nocturnal strike are aircraft carriers.  
 
U.S. Navy TBM from escort carrier Tulagi sinks the Japanese submarine I-44, 
southeast of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. Navy search planes of Fleet Air Wing One hits Truk Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands setting a drydock on fire and sinks a ship in the harbor. 
 

 Corsair fighters and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing  
bombs targets in the Palau Islands.  
 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack landing craft, a coastal ship, 
fuel dumps, barracks and airfield installations on Tokuno, Amami and Kikai 
Islands, in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Besugo sinks the Japanese guardboat Otome Maru southeast of 
Borneo in the Dutch East Indies.  
 
U.S. submarine Bream sinks the German minesweeper/depot ship Quito off 
Tanjong Puting, Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
 
U.S. submarine Cero sinks the Japanese cargo ship Taishu Maru off Kamaishi,  
located on the Sanriku coast of Iwate, Northeastern Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Rasher sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun south of 
Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
PT-523 and PT-532 on a night patrol off Tarakan Roads on Borneo in the Dutch 
East Indies sets an anchored cargo ship on fire with a 37mm gun, sinks a lugger 
with rockets and damages two other luggers with gunfire, and sinks a motor 
launch. 
 

 Helldiver bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing make neutralizing raids on 
 Japanese bases in the Marshall Islands.  

 
Fleet Air Wing One aircraft destroy a cargo ship, damaged seven others, and set a 
picket ship on fire around the islands of Kyushu, Japan, Honshu, Japan, and the 
Ryukyu Islands, a chain of volcanic Japanese islands that stretch southwest from 
Kyushu Island to Formosa Island. 

 
 Buildings, gun emplacements, and radar installations on Minami Cape, Shimushu  
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Island in the Northern Kuril Islands, are attacked with rockets and machine gun 
fire by Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Four.  

Japanese tanker Takasago Maru sailing in the Gulf of Siam is torpedoed by the 
British submarine HMS Tradewind and sinks. 

Japanese passenger ferry No.2 Kuroshio is damaged by a mine during passage  
from Singapore in Malaya to Batavia on Java, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese transport Kumikawa Maru is damaged by mine laid by RAAF Catalina 
off Balikpapan, Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  
 
Cargo ship No.1 Aioi Maru is sunk by a mine off Tsunemi.  
 
In the Mariana Islands, 20 Seventh Army Air Force Saipan-based P-47s sweep 
over Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 24 Guam-based B-24s subsequently 
attack the Moen, Param, and Falas airfields in Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll. 
Mustangs strafe small craft, radio installations, and other targets in the area of the 
Bonin Islands. Liberators and Thunderbolt fighters bomb and strafe airfields and 
installations at Truk Atoll. Twenty B-24s, operating in two forces, hammer 
Marcus, a small Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly 
island of Japan. 

 
10th Army Air Force sorties five P-47s to attack Laihka Airfield in Burma; six 
Thunderbolts strafe troops and horses at Tadamo in Burma. 
 

  
 Six B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force radar-bomb the Kataoka Naval Base. 
 

111 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bomb the airfields on Kyushu Island of Japan 
such as Miyazaki, Miyakonojo, Kokubu, Kanoya, and Kushira airfields. Two 
Superfortresses  are lost. 

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force batters the Kuching airfield Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies while B-25s hit the airfields at Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies. Other B-24s go after the airfields Langoan  on the 
northeastern tip of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, Mandai on Celebes Island, 
and Mapanget located near Sidate, outside Manado on the eastern arm of the 
Celebes Island,. P-38s sweep French Indochina and strafe the Thu Dau Mot 
airfield. On Luzon in the Philippines fighter-bombers assist ground forces by  
hit troop concentrations, supply areas, pillboxes, gun positions, vehicles, and other 
targets mainly in the Balete Pass a zigzag road that joins the provinces of Nueva 
Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Baguio in the mountains to the west of La Union 
Province, and Echague in the center of Luzon in the Philippines and A-20s hit the 
New Bosoboso, East of Manila, Luzon, where fighters also support ground forces 
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concentrating in the Ipo Dam area in Bulacan province northeast of Manila, 
Luzon.  
 
During the early morning hours on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, Japanese 
counterattack across the entire 96th Division front with grenades and spears.  

 
 U.S. Army 7th Division becomes pinned down by the Japanese on Kochi Ridge, 
 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

In the , Ryukyu Islands the Machinato Airfield on Okinawa is captured by troops 
of the Twenty-Seventh Infantry, U.S. Army.   

 
 U.S. Army forces of the 185th Regiment land near Padou Point, Philippines. 
 
 British 17th Division captures Pegu, Burma.  
 
 British troops capture Allanmyo, Irrawaddy Valley, Burma. 
 
 Indian forces of the 17th Division capture Nyaunglebim, Burma. 
 
 In China the 6th Army is reinforced with 15,000 troops to strengthen the Ankiang 
 and Chihchiang defensive line. 
 

In the Dutch East Indies Lt. General Kumakichi Harada, the commander of the 
Japanese 16th Army on Java forms the Indonesian Independence Effort 
Exploratory Committee, BPUPKI, a Japanese organized committee for granting 
independence. 
 

APRIL 30 
 The United States destroyer Bennion is damaged at Okinawa by Kamikaze. 
 

Off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Kamikazes damage the U.S. Navy minelayer 
Terror  
 
One suicide plane damages the U.S. freighter S. Hall Young in Nago Bay in 
Okinawa Island in the Ryukyu Islands. 
  
U.S. Navy destroyer Jenkins is damaged by mine off Tarakan, Borneo.  
 
U.S. submarine Trepang, despite proximity of three escorting coast defense ships,  
attacks the Japanese convoy MOSI-05, sinking the transport Miho Maru in the 
Yellow Sea located between China and the Korean Peninsula.  
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U.S. Navy PT-129 and PT-144, in Darvel Bay of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, work 
closely with a Mariner patrol plane to take out several small boats and set a fuel 
dump on fire.   
 
Search planes of Fleet Air Wing One bomb and strafe radio installations on Kuro 
and Kuchino Islands in the northern Ryukyu Islands.  

 
Aircraft from escort carriers attack air installations in the Sakishima Island group 
part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 

 Carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet attack landing craft, a coastal ship, fuel 
dumps, barracks and airfield installations on Tokuno, Amami and Kikai Islands,  
in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 

 Search planes of Fleet Air Wing One destroy a small cargo ship and damage a dry 
 dock installation, a coastal vessel, a patrol craft, and a number of small craft in  

the area of Kyushu Island, Japan. Other aircraft sink three small cargo ships near 
Kozu Island south of Tokyo and a number of fishing craft off the south coast of 
Honshu island, Japan.  
  
Search Aircraft sink a number of small craft in Truk Harbor of Truk Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands and destroyed six barges at Woleai Atoll, Marshall Islands. 
 

 B-25s of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing damage a cargo ship with rockets north  
 of the Bonin Islands.  
 

Japanese tanker Yuno Maru is sunk by a mine off the east coast of Sumatra Island 
in the Dutch East Indies laid by U.S. submarine Guitarro on April 20th. 
 
Japanese cargo ship No.18 Yamabishi Maru is damaged by a mine, off 
Wakamatsu light in the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, Japan.  

  
Japanese counterattack from the Share Line, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, but are 
forced back. 

 
1st Marines of the 1st Marine Division relieves the 165th Infantry on the west 
coast of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
 The Seventh Infantry Division captures Kuhazu Village, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 
 

U.S. Army 24th Division on Mindanao in the Philippines captures Talomo and the 
airfield near Daliao. 

 
 U.S. forces land on the small Borneo island of Sadan, Dutch East Indies. 
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Allied aircraft flying over Rangoon in Burma reports that the jail had the words 
"JAPS GONE. EXTRACT DIGIT" painted on its roof. 
Pega, Burma, is captured by the 17th Indian Division. 

 
 In China the Japanese force the Chinese 58th Division to withdraw from   

Wawutang. 
 

20 P-47s of the 7th Army Air Force from Saipan in the Mariana Islands pummel 
seaplane base, several small vessels, airfield, barracks, a radio station, and 
numerous other targets at Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 24 B-24s from Guam 
pound the airfields on the islands of Moen and Param in Truk Lagoon of Truk 
Atoll, and 22 B-24s, operating in two waves about three hours apart, bombs the 
air installations on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean.  Mustangs 
escorted heavy bombers over Tokyo, Japan.  Thunderbolts batter Truk Atoll and 
swept the seaplane base and harbor with rocket fire.  
 
Eleventh Army Air Force B-24s bombs Kataoka Naval Base on Shimushu Island, 
Kuril Islands.  

 
B-24s of the 13th Army Air Force sink the Japanese transport Kunikawa Maru, 
previously damaged by Australian mine, in Balikpapan Bay, East Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies 

 
 Six B-25s and nine P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force hits the railroad yards at 

Taiyuan, China. Over 50 P-47s, P-51s, and P-40s hit Japanese troops, defensive 
positions, bridges, rail targets, and scattered targets of opportunity in southern and 
eastern China, focusing on the Chinese towns of  Laohokow, Hsihhsiassuchi, and 
Loning. 

  
Over Formosa B-24s of the Far East Air Force hits the Toshien fuel storage and 
bomb Tainan, Takao, and Okayama airfields while B-25s hits Taito. B-24s attacks 
Davao area of Mindanao in the Philippines. P-38s hits Tarakan Island off the 
northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and B-24s bombs Manggar 
airfield on the eastern coast of Borneo. Other B-24s bombs Malimpoeng  

 Airfield on Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies. 
 

120 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force escorted by 104 P-51s hits airfields at 
Tachikawa air depot west of Tokyo on Honshu Island, Kanoya south of 
Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, Kokubu southeastern 
Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side, Oita on the northwest end of Kyushu 
Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea, Tomitaka in southern Kyushu 
Island, and Saeki near the mouth of the Bungo Straits that separates Kyushu Island 
and Shikoku Island of Japan, as well as the city of Hamamatsu located in western 
Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. 20-plus other B-29s hits alternates targets.  
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 201st Fighter Squadron, Aztec Eagles, arrive in Manila Bay.  This unit is made up  

of 38 Mexican pilots with a working knowledge of English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAPANESE AIRCRAFT STRENGTH 1941 AND 1945 
Type of Aircraft Army 1941 Navy 1941 Army 1945 Navy 1945 
Recon 290 30 136 35 
Fighters 550 371 800 640 
Bombers 660 644 315 570 
Kamikaze 0 0 850 3,100 
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MAY 1 
Australian 9th Division, including a KNIL company of 160 men, goes ashore on 
Tarakan Island, Borneo, Dutch East Indies.   
 
On Cebu Island in the Philippines Lt. General Fukue retreating force has avoiding 
a pitched battle with the Americans and the survivors have reached an area south 
of the Sacsac-Tabuelan road.  The Americal Division has meanwhile raced ahead 
to occupy this road, preventing the Japanese retreating northward from effecting a 
juncture with the weak forces north of the road. 
 
The Japanese 100th Division defenses works are attacked at Digos along Highway 
1 on Mindanao Island in the Philippines by U.S. Army. 

In the early morning hours, British paratroopers of the 2nd Gurkha Parachute 
Battalion land south of Rangoon in Burma at the mouth of the Irrawaddy River to 
secure Elephant Point.  This will allow the Allied amphibious forces to enter the 
Rangoon River unopposed from the sea.  

 
British forces occupy Moulmein, Burma. 
 
During a night counterattacking Japanese troops force elements of the 77th 
Division to withdraw from the Maeda Escarpment on Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands after scaling the its steep rock wall. 

 
U.S. freighter Henry L. Abbott is damaged by mine, Manila Bay, Luzon, 
Philippines.  
 
U.S. submarine Bowfin sinks the Japanese gunboat Chowa Maru southeast of 
Erimosaki, Hokkaido Island, Northern Japan. 
  
U.S. submarine Sennet damages the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.50 off 
Wakayama near Osaka, Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a small Japanese junk in the Strait of 
Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea, by 
using her deck gun. 
 
PBM's sinks the Japanese cargo vessel Kyugkoku Maru off Mokpo, Korea. 
 
U.S. Navy land-based planes on anti-shipping sweeps over the Yellow Sea, 
located between China and the Korean Peninsula, sinks the cargo ships Miyatama 
Maru and Komadori Maru off Mokpo City located at the southwestern tip of the 
Korean Peninsula.  
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Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One inflicted damage on the cargo ship 
Taruyasu Maru in the Chochiku Channel off the southwest tip of Korea.  
 

 Neutralizing attacks are made on Japanese bases in the Marshall Islands by search 
 planes of Fleet Air Wing Two.  

 
 Corsair, Hellcat fighters, and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine 
 Aircraft Wing bomb islands in the Palau Island chain.  

  
Japanese tanker No.2 Iyasaka Maru is sunk by an Allied aircraft off Singapore, 
Malaya.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Richo Go is sunk by a mine off Woosung, China.  
 
In the Mariana Islands 16 Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force 
attack airfields on Marcus located in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most 
easterly island of Japan. 10 B-24s bomb air installations on Param Island in Truk 
Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. Liberators bombs Moen Island in Truk 
Atoll.  

 
 A single B-24 of the Eleventh Army Air Force flies a weather reconnaissance 
mission over the Kuril Islands northeast from Hokkaido Island, Japan. 
 

 Two B-25s and 16 P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force takes out bridges near 
Taiku and Kiehsiu in China and hits AA positions and locomotives near the 
bridges. They also blast gun emplacements in the Loning area of China, and hit 
several locomotives, near Shihkiachwang, China.  
 
The Fourteenth Air Force broaden its attacks on transportation avenues such as 
railroad movements, road and bridges, and river shipping and consequently plays 
a major role in seriously reducing the Japanese's ability to move about and to 
distribute supply to forward units. 
 
B-25s of the Far East Air Force hits the Heito sugar refinery and the town of Kagi 
on Formosa. On Luzon and Negros Islands in the Philippines planes continue to 
support ground operations. 
 
On Borneo in the Dutch East Indies, B-24s of the Far East Air Force assist the 
Australian landings on Tarakan Island and at Tawau.  B-25s attack the airfields on 
Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo, Tarakan Island off the coast of Borneo, 
Sandakan on the northeastern coast of Borneo, and at Kudat at the northern tip of 
Borneo along Kudat Harbor. 

 
 General Wedemeyer selects General Stratemeyer to command the AAF in the   
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China Theater, with both the Tenth and the Fourteenth Army Air Force's under his 
 command. 
 

Japanese submarine I-369 delivers third of a ton of food, six tons of weapons and  
ammunition, 25-tons of fuel, and four tons of other cargo to Truk Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands.   This is the last transport submarine to reach Truk Atoll before 
the end of the war. 
 
The Japanese high command makes a decision to give up their Greater East Asia 
Corridor and withdraw from Southern China. 

 
 MAY 2 

 British XV Corps starts airborne-amphibious operations against Rangoon, Burma. 
 

An the Indian  26th Division is carried from Ramree Island off the coast of 
Southern Burma in landing ships and  craft and put ashore at Rangoon, 
Burma. At the same time a diversionary attacks is made on the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands off the southern coast of India by the British battleships HMS 
Queen Elizabeth and the French Richelieu, as well as aircraft from two escort 
carriers. 

 
 The Indian 17th and 20th Divisions occupy Pegu and Prome, Burma. 
 

Australian troops reach both the town of Tarakan on Tarakan Island and the 
airstrip off the coast of Borneo in Dutch East Indies. 

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands General Mitsuru Ushijima request an increase 
in Kamikaze attacks on American combat ships to destroy their capability to 
support ground troops.   

 
On Negros Island in the Philippines the Americal Division captures Badiang after 
crossing the Ocoy River. 

 
The U.S. 24th Division on the banks of the Davao River on Mindanao in the 
Philippines meets heavy resistance but struggles to establish a bridgehead across 
the river.  
 
108th Regimental Combat Team lands on Macajalar Bay, Mindanao Island, 
Philippine Islands. 

 
In the Philippines the Japanese 3rd Battalion, 74th Infantry has just arrived at 
Impalutao on Mindanao and is ordered to move south to Maramag and block the 
American advance. 
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145th Infantry completes mopping up operations on Mount Pacawagan on Luzon 
in the Philippines. 

 
In the Volcano Island chain the 7th Army Air Force sends12 Iwo Jima based P-
51s to strike a radio station and other targets on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands. 12 B-
24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands hammer Param Island airfields in Truk 
Lagoon of Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands while 21 B-24s, flying in two forces, 
attack airfields and gun positions on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific 
Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island.   

 
Five B-24s, 14th Army Air Force, mine areas of the Yangtze River of China. Over 
20 B-25s Mitchell medium bombers and about 130 fighter-bombers pummel 
communications targets, supply lines, and targets of opportunity throughout 
southern and eastern China as the air campaign speeds up with the intend of 
disrupting the forthcoming withdrawal of the Japanese and the abandonment of 
their Greater East Asia Corridor. 

  
In the Philippines B-24s and P-51s of the Far East Air Force hammer Japanese 
troops near the Ipo Dam in Bulacan province northeast of Manila on Luzon while 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighters hit Cagayan Valley targets. Aircraft strike enemy 
positions in support of army forces on Luzon and on Cebu Island. In Borneo, B-
25s aid Australian troops on Tarakan Island and, in conjunction with U.S. Navy 
aircraft attack on the Kudat Aerodrome at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat 
Harbor, Dutch East Indies. 

 
Off Tarakan Island, Borneo, Dutch East Indies Japanese shore batteries sink the 
motor minesweeper YMS-481 and damage YMS-364 and YMS-334. YMS-363 is 
damaged by a mine. 
 
U.S. Navy escort carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet continue neutralizing raids on 
airfields in the Sakishima Group part of the Ryukyu Islands, hitting targets on 
Kume Island, Ryukyu Islands. 

  
 Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Pacific Fleet sweep over the islands of 
 the Northern Ryukyus and at Tokuno, Kikai and Tanega Islands.  
  

Corsair, Hellcat fighters, and Avenger torpedo planes of the Fourth Marine 
Aircraft Wing bomb targets in the Palau Islands and on Yap in the Western 
Caroline Islands.  
 
Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One sink two small cargo ships off the coast of 
Central Honshu Island, Japan, and one off the coast of Kyushu Island, Japan. Two 
small cargo ships are damaged off the coast of Honshu Island and a number of 
fishing and small craft are struck off Kyushu.  
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A search plane of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs barracks and shops on Wake Island 
in the Central Pacific Ocean.  

  
Ships of the Pacific Fleet destroyed a number of Japanese emplacements, strong 
points, and boat pens as carrier and land based aircraft bomb enemy defenses on 
Okinawa Island in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Raton attacks the Japanese convoy SE-3, sinking the cargo ship 
Toryu Maru southeast of the Shantung Peninsula, northern China.  

  
U.S. submarine Springer sinks the Japanese escort vessel Oga in Yellow Sea, 
located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 

 
MAY 3 

 U.S. Army forces land at Santa Cruz in Mindanao, off Davao Gulf, Philippines. 
 

Americal Division fighting on Mindanao in the Philippines cuts the enemy supply 
lines. 

 
In the Philippines on Mindanao, the 24th Division enters the city of Davao, which 
is in ruins but clear of all Japanese. 
 
U.S. Army 31st Division captures Kibawe and the nearby airfield on Mindanao, 
Philippine Islands. 
 
Filipino troops liberate La Trinidad, Benquet, north of Baguio City, Luzon, 
Philippines.  
 
Lt. General Harada attempts to reinforce the defenses in the area of the Talomo 
River on Mindanao in the Philippines. He has the 167th Independent Infantry 
Battalion (less two companies) move up from division reserve and attached to the 
Right Sector Unit. At the same time, the 168th Independent Infantry Battalion is 
ordered to move back from its forward positions near Bayabas to a line north of 
Mintal. 
 
Acehnese guerillas overrun Japanese outpost at Pandrah, Dutch East Indies, 
killing all Japanese forces with no losses among their own. 
 
Australian forces in New Guinea accept the surrender of an entire Japanese 
combat unit, First Independent Mix Brigade, of 42 men and officers, including the 
unit’s commanding officer. 
 
A brigade of the Indian 26th Division enters Rangoon in Burma and with British 
paratroopers and Allied forces converging on the city.  The campaign to retake 
Burma is effectively ended.  The campaign has cost the British and Indians 4,115 
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KIA and 13,764 wounded, American and Chinese have smaller numbers.  The 
Japanese lose approximately 100,000 men. 
 
Japanese forces on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands start a major offensive by 
attempting an amphibious landing behind American lines on both coasts.  
Approximately 800 Japanese are killed.   
 
Persistence fighting from the Japanese on Okinawa continues at Kochi ridge and 
Maeda Escarpment. 

 
Kamikaze attacks at Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands sinks three destroyers and 
damages seven other vessels including the light cruiser Birmingham. 

 
U.S. freighter Edmund F. Dickens is damaged by mine, Manila Bay, Luzon, 
Philippine Islands.  

 
  
 

USS Lagarto SS-371.  U.S. Navy photo. 

U.S. submarine Lagarto is sunk by 
Japanese minelayer Hatsutaka in 
the Gulf of Siam. 

 
U.S. submarine Springer sinks the Japanese Coast Defense Ship No.25 in the 
Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula.  

 
Planes, of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing, bombs targets in the Palau Islands 
and strafe installations on Sonsoral Island, southwest of the islands; later dive-
bombers of hit the airstrip at Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  

 
 Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One destroy planes on the ground, damaged a 
 locomotive, and set numerous fires in a low level attack on Kanoya Airfield, 
 Kyushu Island, Japan, during the early evening hours. 

 
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s, Seventh Army Air Force, attack 
airfields and other targets on several islands in Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 
During the night, eight Liberators flying separately bomb the islands of Param, 
Eten, and Moen in Truk Lagoon as well as airfields throughout Truk Atoll. 
 
Tenth Army Air Force is removed from combat operations and transferred back to 
India due to the conclusion of the fighting in Burma with the fall Rangoon, 
however small areas of resistance remain west of the Irrawaddy River and 
Mandalay to Prgu in Thailand. A squadron of P-38s will stay behind in Burma to 
patrol the roads leading into China. 
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 Nine B-25s and six fighter-bombers of the 14th Army Air Force attack truck 
convoys in the Hsiang Valley of China and near the towns of Paoching, Changsha, 
and Hengyang, and blast railroad targets and bridges at the Chinese towns of 
Taiku, Singtai, and Linfen. Over 90fighter-bombers hit enemy troops, town areas, 
ammunition dumps, river shipping and other targets of opportunity over wide 
areas of southern and eastern China. 

  
In French Indochina Saigon is bombed by B-24s of the Far East Air Force, which 
greatly damage a boatyard and oil storage areas. B-24s escorted by P-51s hammer 
the Ipo area northeast of Manila, Luzon, while A-20s and fighters assist army 
forces. In the Borneo area of the Dutch East Indies, B-25s support Australian 
ground forces on Tarakan Island and, B-24s, carry out small attacks against 
numerous targets on Borneo and Celebes Island, Manggar Airfield on the eastern 
coast of Borneo is heavily pummeled by B-24s and P-38s and USN aircraft blast 
away against warehouses in the Brunei Bay area of northwest Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies. 

 
68 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bomb the airfields at Tachiarai the home to an 
Imperial Japanese Army Air Force Base and the Tachiarai Army Flight School on 
Kyushu Island of Japan, Miyazaki in the southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of 
Kyushu Island, Miyakonojo on the southern tip of Kyushu Island, Japan, Kanoya 
south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, and Kokubu 
southeastern Kyushu Island on the Pacific Ocean side. A single Superfortresses is 
lost during this mission. 88 other B-29s mines the Inland Sea and mine 
Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, 
Phase II of Operation STARVATION commences.  

 
Allen W. Dulles informs Dr. Fritz that the United States State Department 
authorizes the commencement of direct peace negotiations with Toshiro Fujimura 
Group. 

 
MAY 4 

Japanese planes attack Yontan airfield, Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, and ships 
supporting the fighting on the island.  The U.S. Navy escort carrier Sangamon is 
damaged in this attack along with six other craft. 

Allen W. Dulles Office of Strategic Services (OSS) Station Chief in 
Switzerland. 

 
Japanese attempt a minor landing on Okinawa during an air 
strike, but they are repulsed. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, the Japanese launch a general 
counterattack against the positions of the Seventh and 77th 
Infantry Divisions, U.S. Army, on Okinawa. This attack is 

supported by tanks and is preceded by an intense artillery barrage. 
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1st Marine Division attacks the Machinato airfield on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
with high casualties.  
  

 The area of Okinawa from the Central sector of the island near the Hagushi 
 beaches, northward to the extremity of the island is passed to the control of the 
 Island Commander, Major General F. G. Wallace, U.S. Army.  
 

On Luzon in the Philippines the 25th Division, U.S. Army, captures Mount 
Haruna. 

 
East of Manila on Luzon in the Philippines the U.S. Army launch an offensive 
against the Kobayashi Force line not far from Wawa on Luzon. 

 
 U.S. Army forces land near Santa Cruz on the east coast of Mindanao, 
Philippines. 
 

 
Imperial Japanese Navy Aichi D3A1 “Val” 

In the Philippines on Mindanao the 24th Division of the U.S. Army starts mopping 
up operations in the Davao sector. 
 
The Japanese 28th Army fighting in Burma is in a position to be cut off from the 
other Japanese forces as the British IV and XXXIII Corps advance from the north 
and the XV Corps move north from Rangoon, Burma. 

 
Planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb targets in the Palau Islands and 
Marshall Islands.  

  
 Search Planes of Fleet Air Wing One sinks two large tankers in Fusan Harbor, 
 Korea,  and damaged a cargo ship south of Fusan.  
 

Fleet Air Wing 18 is established at Guam in the Mariana Islands, for operations in 
the forward area in the Central Pacific. 

 
 Aircraft from escort carriers of the Pacific Fleet continue to neutralize airfields in 
 the Sakishima Group.  
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The U.S. Department of War announces that as soon as Germany surrenders two 
million troops will be discharged from the Army and six million will be sent to 
fight in the Pacific. 

 
The Seventh Army Air Force sends 22 B-24s from Angaur Island, Palau Islands to 
bomb AA positions on Koror Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands. Eleven B-24s 
from Guam in the Mariana Islands strike Marcus Island Airfield in the 
northwestern Pacific Ocean. 
 
Brigadier General Isaiah Davies replaces Major General Davenport Johnson as 
Commanding General Eleventh Army Air Force on an interim basis. 

 
B-24, 13th Army Air Force, attacks Japanese shipping off Cape Camau, French 
Indochina, sinking auxiliary netlayer Tokachi Maru.  

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force heavily damage oil installations at Saigon in 
French Indochina.  B-25s bombs Tuguegarao in the northern portion of Luzon in 
the Philippines while other B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers support ground 
forces in North and South Luzon and on Negros Island. B-24s hits Sandakan 
airfield on the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and Kota Baru 
aerodrome northeast Malaya and bombs Mandai airfield on Celebes Island in the 
Dutch East Indies and Masamba airfield on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
47 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attack several airfields on the Japanese island of 
Kyushu at Oita, Omura, Saeki, and Matsuyama. Two B-29s bomb targets of 
opportunity and one Superfortresses is lost. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, Japanese planes attack Yontan airfield, Okinawa, and U.S. 
and British ships supporting Okinawa operation.  
 
British ships shells Japanese positions on Sakishima Islands part of the Ryukyu 
Islands, off Okinawa. 
 
A single Kamikaze hits the British carrier Indomitable, however it causes little 
damage due to the metal flight deck. 
 
A pair of suicide pilots crash dive into the British carrier Formidable. 
 
British carrier planes hit targets on Sakishima Gunto Islands, a chain of islands 
located at the southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago. 
 
Units of the British Pacific Fleet including battleships and cruisers shell airfields 
at Hirara and Nobara on Miyako Island in the Sakishima group, part of the 
Ryukyu Islands.  
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The Japanese step up their Kamikaze offensive as requested by General Ushijima.   
Their attacks sink the destroyers Luce and Morrison, and medium landing craft 
LSM-190 and LSM-194; and damage light cruiser Birmingham; escort carrier 
Sangamon; destroyer Hudson collides with Sangamon as the destroyer lies 
alongside; also damaged are the destroyers Ingraham, Cowell, and Lowry; light 
minelayer Gwin; high speed minesweeper Hopkins; motor minesweeper YMS-331.  
 
The American light minelayer Shea is damaged by a Baka; minesweeper Gayety  
is damaged by near-misses of Kamikaze and Baka; motor minesweeper YMS-327 
is damaged by Kamikaze and by friendly fire; motor minesweeper YMS-311 is 
damaged by friendly fire; motor gunboat PGM-17 is damaged by grounding; large 
support landing craft LCS-31 and LCS-57 are damaged by air attack.  

 
U.S. submarine Cero sinks the Japanese cargo ship Shinpen Maru off Yamada 
Bay on the upper northeaster Pacific coast of Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Trepang sinks the Japanese minesweeper W.20 in Yellow Sea 
southeast of Mokpo, Korea. 
 
U.S. Navy land-based planes sink the Japanese tankers Koan Maru and No.15 
Takasago Maru off Pusan, Korea. 
 
U.S. Navy PBM's damages the cargo vessel Harukawa Maru while she is en route 
from Jinsen to Moji. 
 
 LCT-1358 sinks after running aground off California coast.  
 

MAY 5 
Japanese submarine I-366 hits a magnetic mine off Hikari city located in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture, southern Honshu Island, Japan and is damaged. 
 
German submarine U-195 is boarded by the Japanese Navy and taken over as  
Germany ceases hostilities with the Allies and renamed I-506. The U-boat's crew  
are interned by the Japanese in a prison camp. 
 
Taking advantage of the disorganized state of Japanese lines on Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands, after the failure of their operations on May 4th, U.S. Army and 
U.S. Marine infantry men resume the offensive in the morning and are advancing 
at midmorning when elements of the First Marine Division begins an assault on 
Hill 187, east of the Asa River Mouth.  
 
Chinese 5th Division of the 94th Army counterattacks a Japanese detachment near 
Wuyang, seventy miles southeast of Chihchiang, China. 
 
The Indian 26th Division enters Rangoon, Burma. 
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On Mindanao in the Philippines near Padada the Japanese Digos Sector Unit starts 
to withdraw northward toward the Japanese main positions. 
 
Filipino troops of the 8th, 82nd, 83rd and 85th Infantry Division, Philippine 
Commonwealth Army clear Northern Cebu Island, Philippines. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands Japanese troops on Okinawa lose control of Maeda 
Escarpment Bastion.  
 
A Japanese balloon bomb kills five children and a 
pregnant woman on a church picnic in southern Oregon. 
 
British ships shell enemy airfields in the southern 
Ryukyus Islands .                       
    
British carrier planes attack targets between Mergui and 
Victoria Point, south Burma.                        
 
British submarine HMS Scythian sinks a small Japanese 
junk with her deck gun 
 in the Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, 
Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
                                                                                        Japanese Balloon Bomb. 
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks two small Japanese junk in the Strait of 
Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea, by 
using her deck gun. 
 
A United States seaplane tender and a survey ship are damaged in suicide plane 
attacks at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  Seventeen other ships are sunk in a 24-hour 
period.  131 Japanese aircraft are destroyed. 
 
Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One based in the Okinawa area of the Ryukyu 
Islands flying over Tsushima, Korea Straits, and the coastal waters of Western 
Korea and inflicted damage on the enemy by low level bombing and strafing. 

  
12 Angaur Island, Palau Islands-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force bomb 
Koror Island, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands.  Liberators bombs installations in 
the Palau Islands.  
 
Five B-25s, 10th Army Air Force hits railroad cars and other targets at Kaifeng, 
Hsihhsiassuchi, and in the Tungkuan and Luan areas of China.  
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A single B-24 of the Eleventh Army Air Force flies weather mission over the 
Kuril Islands. 
 
B-24s, 13th Army Air Force, raid Japanese shipping and shore installations at  
Makassar, located on the south western tip of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, 
sinking cargo vessel Kenzan Maru.  
 
In China, three B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force destroy a bridge at 
Singtai  
and hit railroad traffic in the Sinsiang area.  FiveB-25s attack railroad cars and 
other targets of opportunity at or near the Chinese towns of Kaifeng, 
Hsihhsiassuchi, and in the Tungkuan and Luan. 76 fighter-bombers, operating in 
flights of two to four planes, hit a variety of targets of opportunity throughout 
southern and eastern China. 
 
In the first Far East Air Force strikes on the Amoy area of China, B-24s bombs the 
airfields and oil storage plant. B-24s assaults the Shinchiku airfield on Formosa 
while B-25s and fighter-bombers hits the Taito sugar refinery, Formosa, Shoka 
railroad yards, and the Giran and Matsuyam airfields of Formosa. B-25s and P-38s 
support Australian forces on Tarakan Island off the coast of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies. The 2nd Photographic Charting Squadron, 311th Photographic Wing, 
attached to FEAF, transfers from Morotai in the Moluccas Islands, to Palawan 
Island, Philippine Islands with F-7s. This squadron is performing mapping and 
photographic reconnaissance in the Southwest Pacific Ocean Area.  
 
55 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attacks airfields at Oita on the northwest end 
of Kyushu Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea, Tachiarai the home 
to an Imperial Japanese Army Air Force Base and the Tachiarai Army Flight 
School on Kyushu Island, Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on 
Kyushu Island, and Chiran in Kagoshima prefecture, southernmost airfield on 
Kyushu Island, Japan; 148 B-29s including Superfortresses of 58th Bomb Wing 
flying their first attack to Japan from Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands, bomb 
the navy aircraft factory and arsenal at Kure at the city in Hiroshima, Honshu, the 
largest island of Japan. During the night 86 B-29s drop mines in Tokyo Bay on 
Honshu Island, Ise Bay at the mouth of the Kiso Three Rivers between Mie and 
Aichi Prefectures in Honshu Island, and other drop mines in the Inland Sea of 
Japan. 

 
MAY 6 

 U.S. carrier aircraft make neutralizing attacks on airfields of the Sakishima 
Group part of the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain located at the southernmost end 
of the Japanese Archipelago. 
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Japanese positions in the Southern Sector of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, are 
brought under fire by ships of the Pacific Fleet and numerous blockhouses, 
pillboxes and other structures are destroyed.  

 
U.S. battleship South Dakota is damaged by accidental explosion, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Floating drydock ARD-28 is damaged by horizontal bomber.  
 
U.S. submarine Hammerhead sinks the Japanese fleet tanker Kinrei Maru in the 
Gulf of Thailand.  
 
U.S. Navy land-based planes sink the cargo ship Eiko Maru in the Yellow Sea 
located between China and the Korean Peninsula.  

  
 U.S. surface forces in the Marshall and Gilbert Areas, evacuates 494 Marshallese  
 from islands of Jaluit Atoll, Marshall Islands.  

 
Japanese cargo ship Sagamigawa Maru is sunk by mine dropped by B-29.  
 
The Japanese Navy takes over the German submarine U-862 at Singapore, 

Malaya. 
 
Japanese submarine I-366 is rehearsing Kaiten launching exercises off Hikari 
prior to leaving for Okinawa with the "Shimbu” Kaiten Group on May 7th. The 
sub rubs against a magnetic mine and damages the stern planes and propellers.  

 
 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb 
 installations in the Palau Islands. Other planes make neutralizing attacks on the 
 Marshall Islands.  
  

British cruisers and battleships shell Point Blair, Andaman Island in the Indian 
Ocean archipelagic islands in the Bay of Bengal, between the Indian peninsula and 
Burma. 

 
Admiral Mountbatten declares the Burmese campaign over after Indian and 
British troops link up. 
 
Seventh Army Air Force: P-47s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands sweep Truk 
lagoon, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands strafing the airfield on Moen Island, 
Doublon Seaplane Base, and shipping off Param Island, Moen Island, and 
between Dublon and Fefan Islands. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Three B-25s and four P-51s destroy a bridge at 
Hsihhsiassuchi, China; 111 fighter-bombers, operating in flights of two to four 
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planes, go after various targets of opportunity throughout southern and eastern 
China. 
 
The Far East Air Force sends B-25s over French Indochina bomb Dong Hoi 
warehouses. A-20s and fighter-bombers fly several sorties in support of ground 
forces in northern and southern Luzon Island and fighter-bombers fly support 
missions over Panay Island in the Philippines located in the western part of the 
Visayas Islands. In Borneo, B-24s bomb Kudat Airfield at the northern tip of 
Borneo along Kudat Harbor, Dutch East Indies, and Keningau Airfield in the 
northern Borneo, P-38s strike the Ranau Airfield on northern Borneo and Labuan 
Airfield off the coast line of Borneo located inland on Labuan Island on the 
southeastern end north of Victoria Town. B-25s continue to maintain pressure on 
Japanese defensive in support of Australian troops on Tarakan Island off the 
northeastern coast of Borneo. B-24s bomb Limoeng Aerodrome on the 
southwestern coast of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies.  

 
In the Dutch East Indies, Australian troops on the island of Tarakan force the 
Japanese to evacuate the town of Tarakan off the coast line of Borneo. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. 1st Marine Division on Okinawa along the Shuri line 
is held up by stiff enemy resistance. 
 
American troops capture the Macoda Escarpment, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  

 
In the Philippines, Japanese 35th Army on Mindanao near Davao City is overrun 
by the 24th and 31st Divisions of the U.S. Army. 
 
The 124th Infantry Regiment of the U.S. Army continues to move up the Sayre 
Highway on Mindanao in the Philippines without the Talomo Trail 
reconnaissance operation in full swing, and in doing so, it moves into its toughest 
fight of the Mindanao campaign. A Japanese battalion, ordered to delay the 124th 
at Maramag, some 30 miles south, to make sure the regrouping of his Imperial 
Japanese Army 30th Division is completed 

 
On Luzon in the Philippines U.S, Army lays down a artillery barrage on the 
Japanese positions guarding Ipo Dam in Bulacan province northeast of Manila, to 
prevent infiltration parties from moving forward. The Kawashima Force is 
compelled to suspend planned operations. 

 
 In Burma the Indian 17th Division links up with the 26th Division north of 
 Rangoon at Hlegu. 
 

Chinese 5th Division of the 94th Army counterattacks a Japanese detachment near 
Wuyang in China, seventy miles southeast of Chihchiang.  The Chihchiang 
campaign shows that Chinese troops can successfully fighting the Japanese if they 
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have sufficient troop strength, coordinated of movements, determined actions, and 
received a steady supply of ammunition and food. 

 
MAY 7 

 Germany surrenders unconditionally to the Allies at Reims, France. 
 

U.S.M.C. 1st Division attack on the Shuri Line at Height 60 on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, is turned back. 
 
The U.S. 7th and 77th Divisions have made little progress against Japanese 
defensives near the villages of Shuri and Yonabaru, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
Units of the 7th Division wipe out infiltrators in the Tanabaru sector of Okinawa. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the U.S. Tenth Army assumes direct control of 
operations on the southern front.  

 
 Elements of the 7th Division finish mop up operations of Japanese infiltrator in 

the Tanabaru area of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines elements of the U.S. 145th Infantry is held up by stiff 
Japanese resistance near Guagau in the region of Pampanga north of Manila Bay 
and west of San Fernando. 

 
 Corsairs, Hellcats, and Avengers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing and   

Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force attack targets in the Palau Islands. 
  

Concentrations of Japanese shipping in the coastal waters around Korea are 
 attacked planes of Fleet Air Wing.  

 
Planes of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen in a search around Japanese waters sink three 
coastal cargo ships south of Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
 Mustangs of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs and strafes barracks, and small 

craft at Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. Thunderbolts strafes and bombs gun 
positions and radio installations on Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. In the 
Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s pounds the runways on Marcus Island airfield 
located in the northwest Pacific Ocean.  
  
B-24s of the13th Army Air Force bombs Japanese shipping and shore installations 
at Makassar, Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, sinking gunboat Kenzan Maru 
and cargo ship Hakko Maru. 
 
In China the Fourteenth Army Air Force sorties three B-25s and four P-47s 
destroy a bridge north of Singtai. Three B-24s attack targets of opportunity along 
the Yellow River, damaging at least a bridge. 
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B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hits targets in the 
Cagayan Valley n the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines and support 
ground action in Cervantes in Northern Luzon, Balete Pass that joins the 
provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, and North of Laguna de 
Bay, the largest lake in the Philippines located east of Manila, Luzon.  B-24s 
pummels Bingkalapa on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, the airfield and the 
harbor at Soerabaja, East Java, Dutch East Indies. B-25s attack railroad targets 
between Cap Batangan, French Indochina, and Cap Varella, French Indochina. 
  
Twentieth Air Force: 41 B-29s bomb the airfields at Usa on the northwest end of 
Kyushu Island near the port of Nagasu, Oita on the northwest end of Kyushu 
Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea, Ibusuki at the southernmost tip 
of Satsuma peninsula, Kyushu Island, and Kanoya south of Sakurajima and north 
of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island. Three Superfortresses are lost during this 
operation. 

 
Lahad Datu located in Borneo is assaulted by a U.S. Navy Mariner patrol bomber 
in coordination with PT-129 and PT-144. 
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks two Japanese coastal ships and a junk with  
her deck gun in the Gulf of Siam. 

  
U.S. Navy battleships and cruisers of the Pacific Fleet support the Marine Third 
Amphibious Corps and the Twenty Fourth Army Corps in southern Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands.  

  
U.S. Navy escort carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet neutralize airfields in the 
Sakishima Group part of the Ryukyu Islands,.  

 
Japanese minesweeper W.29 and cargo vessel Kashima Maru are sunk by mines 
dropped by B-29s in Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu 
Island of Japan. 
 
Mine also sink the cargo ship Shofuku Maru off Dairen, Manchuria.  
 
Mine sink the cargo ship Teiko Maru off Futaoi Jima, located off the southwest tip 
of Honshu Island of Japan in the Hibiki-nada Sea.  
  
Japanese minesweeper Nuwajima, damaged by aircraft, is beached, Saeki Bay near 
the mouth of the Bungo Straits that separates Kyushu Island and Shikoku Island of 
Japan.  
 
Japanese submarine I-369 delivers 40 tons of supplies to Mereyon Island, a small 
island in an atoll of 22 islets, in the eastern Caroline Islands, during the night. 
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In Japan the Fourth Special Attack Unit made up of 24 Kairyus and four Kaitens 
is formed at Owase Harbor, Mie Prefecture on the Pacific coast side of Honshu 
Island. Rear Admiral Mito Hisashi is selected as Commanding Offices. His 
headquarters will be located at Toba, Mie Prefecture, located on the northern half 
of Shima Peninsula, facing Ise Bay on the Pacific Ocean, Honshu Island, and his 
flagship is the former submarine tender Komahashi.  

 
MAY 8 

 U.S. submarine Bowfin sinks the Japanese fishing boat No.3 Daito Maru east-  
southeast of Todogasaki. 

 
U.S. submarine Bream lays several mines off the coast of French Indochina in the 
last U.S. Navy submarine mine planting operation of World War II.  
 
In the Dutch East Indies on Borneo’s Morutai River PT-528 and PT-532 sinks a 
small cargo ship with gunfire. 
 
U.S. Navy carrier based aircraft, U.S. Marine aircraft based on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, and gun ship support the troops of the Tenth Army with heavy bombing 
and shelling of enemy  positions of southern Okinawa.  

  
 Corsairs and Hellcats of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack installations on 
 islands in the Palau Islands.  
  

Mines sink the Japanese cargo ship Shuncho Maru south of Futaoi Jima, located 
off the southwest tip of Honshu Island of Japan in the Hibiki-nada Sea, and 
damages minesweeper W.39 southeast of Futaoi Light.  

 
Transport Kotobuki Maru, ex-Italian liner Conte Verde, is damaged by mine 
dropped by B-29 off southern Korea.  

 
Seventh Army Air Force: In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s blast the 
airfield on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. Twelve others 
from Guam bomb the runway on Param Island in the center of Truk Lagoon, Truk 
Atoll, Caroline Islands.  Mustang fighters of the Seventh Army Air Force flying 
off of Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain destroys several aircraft on the ground 
and others in low level strafing attacks on Kisarazu airfield and Tateyama Naval 
Air Station southeast of Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan. Seventh Army Air Force 
begins arriving on the island of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands from Kualoa 
Airfield on the island of Oahu, Territory of Hawaii.  
 
In other attacks a small cargo ship and a locomotive are destroyed and a train and 
a number of small craft damaged.  
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In French Indochina B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out a bridge at Do 
Cam and damages others at Do Len, over the Song Chu River.  12 P-51s and P-
38s hit targets of opportunity in several cities. 20 P-51s strike at rail and road 
traffic along the French Indochina coast while 12 P-51s and P-38s hit targets of 
opportunity in several cities In China B-25s bombs the Kuching and Labuan 
airfield areas. A single B-24 damages bridges at Huto, China. Approximately 100 
fighter- bombers over wide areas of southern and eastern China assault several 
targets of opportunity, concentrating on shipping and the dock area at Taku in 
China. 
 
Far East Air Force: On Borneo in the Dutch East Indies, P-38s hit Jesselton 
airfield on the north coast, Sengkawang, and Kudat airfield at the northern tip of 
Borneo along Kudat Harbor while B-25s bomb the Kuching Airfield and Labuan 
Airfield areas of Borneo. B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers continue to pound 
Cagayan Valley on Luzon Island in the Philippines. On Mindanao, Philippines, B-
24s hit Davao City while P-38s hit the Labugan Airfield on the  southwest coast of 
Mindanao on the edge of the Celebes Sea. Other B-24s hit Mandai Airfield at 
Makassar on Celebes Island. B-25s bombs railway installations between Phan 
Rang and Binh Dinh, French Indochina. 
 
40 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force hit airfields at Kanoya, Miyakonojo, Oita, 
and Matsuyama on Kyushu Island, southern Island of Japan, and Shikaku Island, 
Japan. One B-29 bombs a target of opportunity over Japan. 

 
President Truman states that the surrender of Japan will not mean the  
extermination or enslavement of the people of Japan. 
 
U.S. 1st Marine Division destroys several Japanese cave fortification on Nan Hill, 
Okinawa Island in the Ryukyu Islands, that have been slowing progress on the 
right of American Line. 
 
Units of the U.S. 6th Marine Division, move up to the lines on Okinawa’s 
southern front and to relieve units of the 7th Marines along the Asa Kawa. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines at Infanta, northeast of Manila, the Japanese Western 
Naval Unit is ordered to disband and go into the hills. Some of the service 
elements start drifting north along the coast while others moved south toward 
Laguna de Bay. 
 

MAY 9 
Two United States destroyer escorts, Oberrender and England, are hit by 
Kamikaze, Okinawa. 
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U.S. submarine Jallao is assigned to aircraft lifeguard duty 
off Marcus Island, northwestern Pacific Ocean. She 
responds to reports of flyers in the water north of the island.  
Jallao goes in under fire from shore batteries to pick up five 
men in a raft.                                                                          

 
President Harry S. Truman 

  
 
In the Ryukyu Islands Japanese installations in Southern Okinawa are shelled by 
ships of the Pacific Fleet along with carrier and Marine aircraft.  

 
Aircraft from carriers of the British Pacific Fleet bomb airfields and defenses on 
the islands of Miyako and Ishigaki in the Sakishima group, part of the Ryukyu 
Islands.  

  
 At noon every gun ashore and every gun at sea fire on the Japanese on Okinawa. 
 Each fires one round simultaneously in recognition of the victory in Europe. 

 
Japanese escort vessel Uku is damaged by a mine off Futaoi Light, located off the 
southwest tip of Honshu Island of Japan in the Hibiki-nada Sea.  
 
Corsairs and Hellcats of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack installations on 
islands in the Palau Islands.  Helldiver bombers and Corsair fighters continue 
neutralizing raids on the Marshall Islands.  

 
Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One damage two freighters and two small cargo 

 ships south of Korea by bombing and strafing attacks. 
 
Liberators and search planes of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen destroy aircraft on the 

 ground and damaged others.   
 

29 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands, operating 
in three forces over a six-hour period, bombs airfields, barracks, and other targets 
on Param Island and Moen Island in Truk Lagoon, Turk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
P-47s from Saipan in the Mariana Islands attack Truk Atoll. Liberators bomb air 
installations on Truk Atoll. 

 
 12 B-24s from the 10th Army Air Force take off and drop radar-bomb, through  
 overcast, shipping between Paramushiru Island and Shimushu Island, Kuril 
Islands.  
 

The Far East Air Force sends B-24s to attack two airfields in the Canton area of 
China. Also, B-24s to pummel the area around Dalirig near the Del Monte 
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Airfield and Del Monte Plantation in central Mindanao and Malu Lo on Mindanao 
Island in the Philippines preparatory to allied landings in Macajalar Bay area on 
May 10th. On Luzon Island in the Philippines, A-20s and fighters fly offensive 
sweeps over the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and support 
ground forces in the Cervantes in Northern Luzon, Baguio located in the 
mountains to the west of La Union Province, and Balete Pass that joins the 
provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon and the Ipo-New Bosoboso-
Infanta area of Luzon. P-38s fly over Borneo hitting Brooketon in North Borneo, 
Sarawak on the northern coast of Borneo, and Tarakan Island off the northeastern 
coast of Borneo. 

 
 In the United States the 7th War Bond Tour starts a 33-city tour in Washington, 
 D.C. 
 

Interim Committee, a secret high-level group composed of prominent scientific, 
political, and industrial figures created by Henry Stimson at the urging of the 
Manhattan Project leaders and with the blessings of President Truman, held its 
first meeting to advice on matters pertaining from nuclear weapons should be used 
on Japan to atomic energy after the war. 

  
 Japanese suspend their Chihkiang operation in China. 
 

The 5th Area Army is ordered by Imperial General Headquarters to move a large 
portion of its personnel to Hokkaido Island in north Japan. 

 
British carrier aircraft attacks airfields in the Sakishima group part of the Ryukyu 
Islands.  

 
The British carrier Formidable is again hit by a Kamikaze destroying 30 aircraft. 
 
The British carrier Victorious is hit by a Kamikaze causing a large hole in her 
flight deck. 
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese junk after boarding it with 
demolition charges in the Strait of Malacca connects the Andaman Sea, Indian 
Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
In the Philippines on Luzon Mount Binicayan is captured by the 145th Infantry. 
 
1st Marine Division take control Height 60 on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
82nd West African Division captures Sandoway in Burma. 

 
MAY 10 
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U.S. Army troops of the 108th Regimental Combat Group lands at Macajalar Bay, 
at Agusan on Mindanao in the Philippines.  Filipino guerrillas have cleared the 
Japanese from the beaches before the landing and now are ready to assist the 
Americans in their advance to the important town of Cagayan. 
 
The U.S. high command announces that more than three million American troops  
stationed in Europe will transferred home or to the Pacific Theater. 

 
During the night, Japanese on Okinawa make numerous night attacks and attempts 
at night infiltration into the lines of the U.S. Tenth Army area.  

  
 Elements of the Sixth Marine Division bridge and cross the estuary of the Asa 
 River in Southern Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 

The British Fourteenth Army links up with Allied forces west of the Irrawaddy 
River, Burma. 

 
 Wewak, New Guinea, falls to Australian troops of the 6th Division.  
 

Field Marshal Count Hisaichi Terauchi suffers a stroke after hearing of the loss of 
Burma.  
 
In Japan the Fifth Special Attack Unit is formed with Kairyu type midget 
submarines and Kaiten type human torpedoes at Kagoshima, Kyushu Island. Rear 
Admiral Komazawa is selected as commanding officer. 

  
Mines sink the Japanese transport Tatsuwa Maru off Imabari, Kurahashi Jima; 
cargo ship Otowa Maru; and damage tugboat No.7 Naniwazu Maru off 
Wadanomisaki at the entrance to Hiogo Bay, Kobe on the southern side of 
Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
The German submarine UIT-24 (former Italian Aquila III) is in drydock 
undergoing overhaul at Mitsubishi's Kobe Yard when the Japanese get news of the 
surrender of Germany. She is taken over and commissioned as the I-503, but no 
Japanese crew is assigned to her.  
 
The German submarine UIT-25 (former Italian Aquila IV) undergoing overhaul  
at the Kawasaki's Kobe shipyard after being taken over by the Japanese Navy and  
commissioned as the I-504. No Japanese crew is assigned to her. The I-503 and 
the I-504 are the only submarines to fly all three Axis powers' flags during World 
War II. 
 
Cruisers and destroyers of the Pacific Fleet covered by aircraft from fast carriers 

 shell shore installations on Minami Daito Island, east of the Ryukyu Islands.  
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Two more U.S. Naval ships are damaged by Kamikaze at Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, destroyer Brown and minelayer Harry F. Bruer. 

 
U.S. Navy land-based planes sink the Japanese tanker No.1 Toyu Maru and cargo 
ship No.2 Yumihari Maru off west coast of Korea.  

 
A crash program is authorized to counter the Baka (suicide) bomb, the Naval 
Aircraft Modification Unit develop Little Joe, a ship-to-air guided missile 
powered with a standard JATO unit. 
 
British submarine HMS Rorqual lays a minefield off Batavia, Java, Dutch East 
Indies. 
 
Dutch submarine K XIV sinks a small junk with her deck gun in the Java Sea. 

 
In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force attacks 
the airfield on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean in the morning. 
During afternoon 19 B-24s flying in two forces, bombs airfields on 
Param and Moen at Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands.  Mustangs attack a radio 
installation on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. 
 
B-24s, Tenth Army Air Force, bombs the airfield in the Canton area of China and 
the Makassar ship basins. 

 
12 B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force bombs enemy shipping targets at the 
Kataoka Naval Base and Kashiwabara on Paramushiru Island in the Kuril Islands.  
Next Attu Island in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska-based B-25s hits shipping 
between Kashiwabara and Kataoka, Kuril Islands.  A B-25 makes a force land in 
the USSR. 
 
19 B-25s and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks bridges at or near the 
Chinese towns of Fengstun and Pinyang, at Song Chu R, and North of Singtai, 
hits Yungfengshih and Chingshuping, and bombs the airfield at Paoching.  
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force attack the airfield on Canton, China. A-20s and 
fighter-bombers sweep over the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of 
Luzon in the Philippines hitting targets in support of ground action in the battle 
zones throughout Luzon Island. On Mindanao Island in the Philippines, B-24s 
bomb Impasugong in the north of the island, Kalasungay in the north, and 
Malaybalay in Central Mindanao and B-25s in support of ground forces attack 
Kibawe in the center of Mindanao, located in southern Bukidnon and Tagolaan 
Northern Mindanao, Philippines. B-24s bomb Makassar on the south western tip 
of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. ship basins and Limboeng Aerodrome near 
Limboeng on the southwestern coast of Celebes Island, and shore targets at 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/china_canton.html
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Balikpapan, East Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-25s, with fighter escort, hit Kari 
and communications targets of opportunity on Formosa.  

 
42 B-29s, Twentieth Air Force, bomb airfields at Matsuyama, Usa on the 
northwest end of Kyushu Island near the port of Nagasu, Miyazaki in the 
southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, and Kanoya south of 
Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island. 14 B-29s bomb targets of 
opportunity. 110 Superfortresses bombs the Tokuyama naval fuel station and coal 
yards at Tokuyama City in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Tokuyama Bay of the Inland 
Sea, Honshu Island, while three other B-29s drop their bomb loads on targets of 
opportunity. 112 B-29s sortie to the Otake oil refinery on the main Japanese island 
of Honshu, and 80 B-29s attack Amami-O-Shima naval oil storage facilities, 
Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archiplego. Four others B-29s hit targets of opportunity. 
A total of two Superfortresses are lost during these missions. 
 

 Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing and Fleet Air Wing Two continue 
 neutralizing raids on the Marshall Islands.  
  

Helldiver bombers and Corsair fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing 
continue to hit targets in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands.  

  
 Fleet Air Wing Eighteen planes damage several fishing craft and set two small 
 cargo ships on fire south of Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
MAY 11 

Japanese aircraft attack and damage the U.S. Navy carrier Bunker Hill, destroyer 
Evans by Kamikaze and the destroyer Hugh W. Hadley by Baka. 

 
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ship Kitsurin Maru off Wadanomisaki at the 
entrance to Hiogo Bay, Kobe on the southern side of Honshu Island, Japan, and 
damage the auxiliary minelayer Koei Maru off Umezaki and damage two tugboats 
off Wadanomisaki, Japan.  
 
U.S. Navy carrier planes make low level attacks on airfields and shipping in the 
Amami Island group of the Ryukyu Archiplego destroying planes on the ground 
and damaging warehouses and a number of luggers. 
 
PB4Y operating against Japanese shipping off coast of Korea, sink the cargo  
ships Seiri Maru and Shinzan Maru.  
 
Admiral Nimitz releases the XXI Bomber Command from further support of the 
Okinawa campaign. 
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 Planes of Fleet Air Wing Four make rocket attacks on radar installations on 
 Minami Cape on Shimushu Island in the Northern Kuril Islands. 
  

P-51s of the7th Army Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain strafes 
and bombs a radio station at Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands. In the Mariana 
Islands10 Guam-based B-24s hits the airfield on Param Island in Truk Lagoon of 
Turk Atoll in the Caroline Islands, while 13 others hammer the runways on 
Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 
Liberators of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs Truk Atoll.  
 
B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force sink the Japanese cargo ship Aitoku Maru and 
damage escort ship Hachijo in Kataoka Harbor, Kurilson on Shimushu Island in 
the Northern Kuril Islands. B-25s attack targets at Kashiwabara on Paramushiru 
Island, Kuril Islands.   

  
In China B-25s and P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out the Chungmow 
bridge and damages the bridge at Sincheng. Two Mitchell medium bombers hit a 
truck convoys in the Paoching, Hengyang, and Changsha areas of China. Over 60 
fighter-bombers attack enemy troops, artillery positions, communications targets, 
and general targets of opportunity in southern and eastern China, concentrating on 
the Yangchi and Fantung areas of China. 

  
The Far East Air Force sends B-24s to attack the Toshien airfield on Formosa and 
the Formosan towns of Koshun, Kato, Takao, Toko, and Shajo. B-25s hammer 
Kagi on Formosa. B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers continue to support ground 
forces near Paranum in Cagayan Valley in northeastern Luzon in the Philippines 
and in Ipo Dam sector in Bulacan province northeast of Manila, Luzon. B-24s 
bombs the airfield at Keningau in the northern Borneo, Dutch East Indies and B-
25s pummel Brunei Bay area of northwest Borneo. B-24s strike Mandai airfield at 
Makassar on Celebes Island and Boeloedowang airfield on the southern coast of 
Celebes Island. 

  
50 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bomb the airfields at Oita on the northwest 
end of Kyushu Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea, Saeki town 
located in Wake District, Okayama, Japan, Nittagahara Airfield, Kyushu Island, 
Miyazaki in the southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, and 
Miyakonojo on the southern tip of Kyushu Island. Eight B-29s select targets of 
opportunity.  92 others bombs Kawanishi aircraft plant at Kobe on the southern 
side of the main island of Honshu. One B-29 drops its play load a target of 
opportunity and one Superfortresses is lost. This mission against Japanese airfields 
terminate the air campaign, begun on April 17th, during which the Twentieth Air 
Force has devoted a major effort toward hitting sources of Kamikaze raids against 
U.S. Navy and Marine forces in the Battle of Okinawa. 
 
Two Corps of the American Tenth Army launches an attack to reduce the inner 
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Shuri defenses with some elements advancing toward Okinawa's capitol of Naha.  
Although coordinated initially along the entire front, the attack on the Shuri 
Defenses soon brakes down into a series of intense battles for particular points 
with the western, central, and eastern sectors.  
 
The 2nd Battalion of the 5th Marines, on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, 
eliminated the enemy’s last organized resistance in the Awacha Pocket.  
 
In the Ryukyu Islands on the west side of Okinawa the Sixth Marine Division 
make a general advance southward to a line about 800 yards south of the Asa 
estuary and the First Marine Division, employing tanks, advance and occupy the 
village of Dakeshi.  

 
 The Seventy-Seventh Infantry Division engages in hand to hand fighting as it   

moves forward in rugged terrain in the center of Okinawa. On the east the Ninety 
 Sixth Infantry Division is gaining ground slowly against strong resistance. 
  
 U.S. Army’s 25th and 27th Divisions link up on Kapintalan Ridge on Luzon. 
 
 Small group of American soldiers go ashore on Samar Island not far off shore of 
 Davao to locate Japanese artillery firing on American positions outside of the 
 town. 
 

Japanese Lt. General Harada orders Major General Muraji Kawazoe, commander 
of the 75th Infantry Brigade, to turn control of the Left Sector Unit to Rear 
Admiral Doi and redeploy a large number of his troops to new positions in the 
vicinity of Ula on Mindanao in the Philippines. 
 
In the Philippines near Mintal on Mindanao the Japanese were driven from the 
forward positions. 

 
 Filipino guerrillas capture Cagayan, Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands. 
 
 Japanese offensive in China against Chihchiang is slowed by the Chinese army. 
 
 In India preparations are under way for the invasion of Malaya, Operation Zipper. 
 

U.S. Marine Corsair and Hellcat fighters destroyed installations in the Palau 
Islands.  

   
 Search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two bombs workshops and air installations on 
 Wake Island in the Central Pacific Ocean.  
 
 Search planes of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen destroy two small cargo ships in Truk 
 Harbor of Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  
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Australians on Bougainville in the Solomon Islands, South Pacific, cross the 
Hongoria River. 

 
The Australians launch their final assault on the last Japanese strongpoint on the  
northern coast of Wewak, New Guinea. 

 
Aircraft from British escort carriers attacked the Nicobar Islands, India. 

 
British submarine HMS Rorqual sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun 
in the Java Sea, between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the north, 
Java to the south; Sumatra Island to the west. 

 
The Director of the Office of Strategic Services, William Donovan, reports to 
President Truman that Shunichi Kase, Japan’s Minister to Switzerland, would like  
to work out an end to hostilities. 

 
Togo tests the waters for peace as well as tries to persuade the Russians to stay  
neutral and use them as a go-between. 

 
MAY 12 

 U.S. battleship New Mexico is damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa. 
 
 U.S. heavy cruiser Wichita is damaged by friendly naval gunfire, Okinawa. 
 

U.S. submarine Raton sinks the Japanese cargo ship Rekizan Maru in the Yellow 
Sea off the Shantung Peninsula, in eastern China in the eastern section of 
Shandong province, it extends northeastward between the Bo Hai (Gulf of Chihli) 
and the Yellow Sea. 
  
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ship Brazil Maru off Kobe, Japan; mine laid by B-
29s on May 3rd sink the cargo ship Manbo Maru off Osaka, Japan; cargo ship 
No.1 Nissho Maru is sunk by mine laid by B-29s off Futaoi Light, Shimonoseki, 
southwestern tip of Honshu Island, facing the Tsushima Strait, Japan; and No.1 
Nisshin Maru in Shimonoseki Channel separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu 
Island of Japan; and damage cargo ship Hokusei Maru northwest of Mutsure Jima 
in the Hibiki-nada Sea on the southwest side of Honshu Island.  
 
Japanese tanker No.13 Takasago Maru is damaged by an Allied aircraft, 
Kogunsan-Kundo, South Korea.  
 

 Japanese airfield installations at Kokubu, Kanoya, Chiran, and Kagoshima on 
Kyushu Island, Japan, is bombed by Avenger torpedo planes of the fast carrier 
task force during the night.  
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 Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet bombs the airfields on Miyako in the 
 Sakishima Group, Ryukyu Islands.  
  
 Search seaplanes of Fleet Air Wing One sinks a lugger, sets a small cargo ship on 
 fire and heavily damaged a small oiler in waters around Korea.  
  

Planes of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit targets in the Palau Islands and on 
Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  
 
U.S. Navy patrol bombers damage the Japanese cargo ship Chile Maru, which has 
run aground to permit salvage on the north coast of Iki Jima, between the island of 
Kyushu, Japan, and the Tsushima Islands in the Tsushima Strait, the eastern 
channel of the Korea Strait. Chile Maru is written off, however, as a total loss.  

 
 Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai proposes that Japan ask Russia to mediate a settlement 
 of the war. 
 

In the Mariana Islands nine Guam-based B-24s, of the 7th Army Air Force strike 
the airfield on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean while 12 more 
Liberators bomb the airfield on Param Island in Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll, 
Caroline Islands. 
  
The Fourteenth Army Air Force sends 17 B-25s and eight P-51s to hit barracks  
and storage areas at Loyang, China, and hits railroad targets around Sinsiang and 
Sinyang, China, from Hankow to Sinyang in China, from Chenghsien to Szeshui, 
China, from Kioshan to Lohochai In China, and between Hengshan and Yoyang in 
China and destroys a bridge North of Hengyang, China. 150-plus fighter-bombers 
again assault scattered targets in south and east China, concentrating on road, rail, 
and river traffic and supply lines. 

  
In French Indochina B-24s of the FEAF bombs several railroad and road bridges 
at Binh Dinh, Phu My, Bong Son, Lai Ha, Tuy Hoa, and Phu Hiep and attacks 
railroad the yard at An Trach and other railroad targets. B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s 
attack targets in the Brunei Bay area on northwest Borneo, Dutch East Indies 
including Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo, Brooketon in North Borneo, 
and Jesselton airfield on the north coast of Borneo, and troops on Tarakan Island 
off the northeastern coast of Borneo. B-24s bombs Makassar shipyards on the 
south western tip of Celebes Island and Limboeng aerodrome located near 
Limboeng on the southwestern coast of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: Headquarters of the  331st Bombardment Group (Very 
Heavy) and 355th, 356th, and 357th Bombardment Squadrons (Very Heavy) and 
Headquarters of the 502nd Bombardment Group (Very Heavy) and 402nd, 411th, 
and 430th Bombardment Squadrons (Very Heavy) begin arriving at Northwest 
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Field, Guam in the Mariana Islands  from the United States West coast with their 
B-29s. 
 
Tori Island, approximately 55 miles west of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, is 
occupied by Tenth Army troops without opposition.  

  
Elements of the Sixth Marine Division enter the suburbs of Naha, Okinawa's 
capital, on the west coast of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  

 
On Luzon U.S. forces complete the occupation of Balete Pass that joins the 
provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines, opening up the 
Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon. 

 
 108th RCG capture the Del Monte airfield on Mindanao, Philippines. 
 

In the Philippine Islands U.S. Army 124th Infantry eliminates the enemy at Colgan 
Woods, a patch of rain forest in the central area of Mindanao. The regiment finally  
reaches Maramag on the island of Mindanao after fighting it way through and past 
camouflaged spider holes with connecting tunnels and  invisible pillboxes that are 
defended by Japanese that choose to die in place rather than retreat. The regiment 
also had to repel a Banzai charge without supporting artillery on May 7th.   
 
Near Mintal Tugbok District, Davao City on Mindanao the Imperial 353rd 
Independent Infantry Battalion launches a counterattack and recaptured the 
defenses lost on the 12th. 

 
U.S. Army force of the 27th Division goes ashore and seizes the island of Tori 
Shima, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

MAY 13 
 U.S. carrier planes start a two-day attack on airfields at Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
 Search planes of Fleet Air Wing One sink a small tanker, a freighter, and a 
 transport in the waters around Korea.  
 

Search planes of Fleet Air Wing Two continue neutralizing attacks in the Marshall 
Islands and bombs Ponape in the Caroline Islands.  

 
 Fleet Air Wing Eighteen aircraft damage several cargo ships, a lugger, and a 

fishing craft south of Honshu Island, Japan. In low level attacks along the coast of 
Southwestern Honshu Island search planes halt two trains with strafing and rocket 
attacks.  

  
 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs enemy 
 installations in the Palau Islands and bombs targets in the Marshall Islands. 
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The U.S. Navy carrier Enterprise, destroyer Bache, and the destroyer escort Bright 
 are damaged by Kamikaze at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
10 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands attempts 
to destroy the underground hangar on Moen Island in Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll 
in the Caroline Islands. Nine other B-24s hits the airfields on Marcus Island 
located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. Runways on Truk Atoll are heavily 
bombed by Liberators.  
 
B-24s of the 14th Army Air Force drops mines in the Yangtze River of China. 10 
B-25s and five fighter aircraft takes out bridges at Hankow and Hengyang in 
China but fail to hit the bridge North of Siaokan, China. 130-plus fighter -
bombers fly over areas of South and East China attacking troops, bridges, rail 
traffic, town areas, and other targets and generally disrupt Japanese movement and 
communications. 

  
B-24s of the Far East Air Force again pummel bridges along French Indochina 
coast. Other B-24s bomb Oelin airfield on southeastern Borneo, Dutch East Indies 
and Tabanio airfield on the Java Sea side of Borneo while B-25s and P-38s attacks 
Sandakan on the northeastern coast of Borneo and support ground forces on 
Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo. On Luzon in the Philippines, 
bombers and fighters hammer targets in Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region 
of Luzon and continue support of ground forces. B-24s bomb Japanese  troop 
concentrations and caves in the Bugnay area of north central Luzon. 

  
Twentieth Air Force: Phase III of Operation STARVATION, a blockade of 
northwest Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, commences as 12 USAAF 
B-29s mine Shimonoseki Straits separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island 
of Japan and the waters off Niigata on the northwest coast of Honshu Island, the 
largest island of Japan, and faces the Sea of Japan and Sado Island of Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Baya attacks Palembang-bound Japanese convoy, sinking the 
tanker Yosei Maru; guardboat No.17 Shonan Maru carries out unsuccessful 
counterattack. Although Baya claims a second ship sunk, her quarry, tanker 
Enoshima Maru, emerges unscathed.  
 
U.S. submarine Cero sinks the Japanese cargo ship Shinnan Maru off Todozaki, 
Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Plaice attacks the Japanese guard boat Nisshin Maru southwest of 
Uruppu Island in the southwestern Kuril Islands, between the Urup and Friz 
straits.  
 
British submarine HMS Trump sinks the Japanese guard boat No.15 Shosei Maru  
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at Sapudi Strait, the channel between Sapudi and Giliang Islands connecting the 
Java Sea and the Bali Sea off the coast of Java.  
 
Japanese guard boat No.8 Choyo Maru is sunk by U.S. aircraft, Kumun Island in 
the East China Sea. 
 
Japanese cargo ship No.2 Funakawa Maru is sunk by Allied aircraft. 
 
Mine dropped by B-29s sinks the Japanese tanker No.2 Takasago Maru off 
Wadanomisaki at the entrance to Hiogo Bay, Kobe on the southern side of 
Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ship Kinoto Maru and Mishima Maru off Kobe on 
the southern side of Honshu Island, Japan; cargo ship Magane Maru and damage 
auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 170 off Shodo Jima in the Seto Inland Sea that 
separates the Japanese islands of Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu. 
 
Mines dropped by B-24s sink the cargo ship Gyoryu Maru off Kobe; and cargo 
ship Miyajima Maru is damaged off Ezaki light near Toshima Town in Hokudan, 
Awaji Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Hakuju Maru is damaged by Allied aircraft between Kurosaki 
and Shirohana, Japan.  
 
Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet bombs the airfields on Miyako in the 

 Sakishima Group part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 

The light carrier Bataan damaged by friendly naval gunfire, off Honshu Island, 
Japan. 

 
The Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, 
Luzon, Philippines, is cleared by U.S. Army troops opening the Cagayan Valley n 
the northeastern region of Luzon. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the U.S. 6th Marines capture Dakeshi Ridge but 
suffers heavy losses. 

 
Two rifle companies of the Ninety Sixth Infantry Division, U.S. Army, reach the 
summit of Conical Hill, Okinawa, 2,500 yards east of Shuri.  They hold the 
position despite a Japanese counterattack.  
 
On Mindanao in the Philippines Japanese 30th Reconnaissance Regiment located  
near Dalirig is attack by U.S Army forces. 

 
MAY 14 
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 Togo writes up a draft memorandum and presents it to the Big Six.  It asks Russia 
 to help Japan maintain her international position. 
 

B-24s from the 14th Army Air Force mines the Yangtze River of China. 15 B-25s 
and six fighter-bombers attack river shipping near Hengshan, China, and pounds 
bridges and other railroad targets from Chushihtien to Hengshan in China. Over 
120 fighter-bombers fly over southern and eastern China attacking numerous 
targets of opportunity at several locations concentrating on the Liping and 
Tungkow areas. 

  
The FEAF sends B-24s to bomb Hozan, the largest military and air supply center  
on Formosa. Other B-25s attack the airfields at Jesselton on the north coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies, Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat 
Harbor, and Bintula on the northern coast of North Borneo and in support of 
ground forces on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo. B-24s raid 
Makassar Harbor on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, Sidate airfield on Celebes 
Island, and Parepare warehouses on Celebes Island, and bombs Bima airfield on 
Soembawa Island in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies. 
 
3.15 square miles of Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan 
is gutted by 472 B-29s of the 20th Air Force during a daylight raid from altitudes 
ranging from 12,000 to 20,500 feet. Eleven Superfortresses are lost during this 
mission. 

 
 Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One heavily damage a small freighter transport   

and two small cargo ships in the waters around Korea. 
 

U.S. Navy carrier Enterprise is damaged by Kamikaze off Honshu Island, Japan. 
She sails for repairs to Puget Sound Navy Yard, Washington State, and will 
remain there until the end of the war. 
 
U.S. Navy escort carrier aircraft attack airfield installations in the Sakishima 
Island group of the Ryukyu Islands and hit enemy positions on Kume Island west 
of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  

 
U.S. Navy destroyers Flusser and Key conduct an air-sea strike with Navy 
bombers, PT boats, and LCI gunboats against shore installations at Sarangani in 
Davao Gulf on the southern tip of Mindanao in the Philippines.  The PT boats are 
assigned chemical, fuel, and ammunition dumps, building, oil storage tanks, and 
small shipping in the harbor. 

   
 Night fighters of the Second Marine Aircraft Wing attack targets in the Amami 
 Group of the Ryukyu Archiplego in Japan.  
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 Fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs and strafes enemy facilities in 
 the Palau Islands and on Yap Island in Yap Atoll, Caroline Islands.  
 

U.S. submarine Cobia is damaged by depth charges, Gulf of Siam but remains on 
patrol.  
 
U.S. submarine Sand Lance sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Yoshino 
Maru off Erimosaki, Hokkaido Island, Northern Japan.  
 
U.S. Navy aircraft on sweeps over the South China Sea and sinks the Japanese 
cargo ship Kurokamisan Maru and Samukaze Maru west of Kuche Island.  

 
Mines sinks Japanese transport Anko Maru off Shimonoseki on the southwestern 
tip of Honshu Island, facing the Tsushima Strait, Japan and tug No.13 Uwajima 
Maru off Hiraiso light buoy; sinks/damaged cargo ship Tatsukei Maru and 
damages cargo ship No.6 Kaiyo Maru off Hesaki light on the Kiku Peninsula in 
Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
A small U.S. Marine force takes the top of Sugar Loaf on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, but is forced to withdraw. 

 
The 383rd Infantry Regiment of the Ninety Sixth Division, U.S. Army, completes 
the capture of Conical Hill on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

  
The Japanese attempt to land a small craft behind U.S. Marine's lines in the 
Machinato airfield sector of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands however the attempt 
is broken up by naval gunfire.  

 
U.S. 43rd Division arrives at the heavily fortified Ipoh Dam area north of Manila, 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
In the Philippines on Mindanao in the vicinity of Ula the Japanese the 164th and 
165th Independent Infantry Battalions, each leaves one company in the positions 
for delaying action, are pulled out of the line and moved across the Davao River 
to the newly-assigned defensive area. 

 
MAY 15  

U.S. submarine Hammerhead sinks the Singapore-bound Japanese transport  
Tottori Maru in the Gulf of Siam. 
 
Japanese minelayer Hatsutaka is sunk by the U.S. submarine Hawkbill, off 
Malaya. 
 
U.S. submarine Sea Poacher sinks the Japanese luggers No.56 Ume Maru and 
Fukumo Maru.  
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U.S. submarine Shad damages the Japanese cargo ship Mako Maru. 
 
U.S. submarine Snook reported lost in the Pacific Ocean. 
 
British submarine HMS Clyde sinks a Japanese sailing vessel with her deck gun 
off the west coast of Siam. 
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck 
gun in the Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Tiptoe sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun 
near Sumbawa Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
U.S. Navy fights the Battle of Piso Point as PT boats, LCI gunboats, and destroyer 
attack and destroys a hidden enemy PT base across from Davao City, Mindanao, 
Philippines.   
  
Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Two sink a cargo ship at Truk Atoll, Caroline 
Islands.  
 
U.S. Navy land-based planes, in wide-ranging sweeps against Japanese shipping, 
sink the cargo ship No.1 Kyodo Maru, cargo ship Keiun Maru off Karatsu, 
western Kyushu Island, Japan, and the cargo ship No.3 Hakutetsu Maru off east 
coast of Korea.  

 
 The Japanese cargo ship Miyajima Maru, while undertow after being  
 damaged the previous day by a mine, strikes a second mine and sinks.  
 

Japanese submarine I-351 delivers to Singapore in Malaya supplies of clothing, 
ammunition, and aircraft parts. 
 
Imperial Japanese 3rd Battalion, 74th Infantry after marching from Impalutao to 
Maramag in north Mindanao to block the American advance launches a 
counterattack against the head of the U.S. column but is quickly pushed aside. 
 
24th Division of the U.S. Army moves out of Davao City in Mindanao to the 
northeast to make contact with guerrillas on Mindanao. 
 
U.S. Eighty Army launches attacks on Mindanao and Negros Islands, Philippines. 
 
1st Marine Division moves forward from the Wana Valley of Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 
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 In the Ryukyu Islands the capitol of Okinawa, Naha, is captured. 
 
 Third Amphibious Corps withdraw from Sugar Loaf Hill on Okinawa under   

heavy Japanese fire. 
 

British ships and aircraft attack Japanese positions on Andaman Island in the Bay 
of Bengal, between the Indian peninsula and Burma. 

 
During the night, British destroyers in the Malacca Straits between the Malaya 
Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies island of Sumatra attack the Japanese 
heavy cruiser Haguro and sink her with torpedoes.  This will be the last surface 
action between capitol ships during World War II. 

 
Seventh Army Air Force: B-24s bombs Shinchiku, Formosa. Other B-24s and B-
25s hits Miri airfield located off the northwestern coast of Borneo and Kudat 
airfield at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, Dutch East Indies and 
support ground forces on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies.  

  
13 B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force bombs Kashiwabara, Paramushiru Island 
and Kataoka, Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands. 

 
 The Fourteenth Army Air Force sends 20 B-25s, some with fighter escort, to 

attack the bridges, barracks, troops, horses, road and railroad targets, and general 
targets from Sinyang to Hengyang in China. 150 fighter-bombers fly over south 
and east China attacking a variety of targets chiefly road, rail, and river traffic, 
troops, and bridges, at many scattered locations. 
 
Far East Air Force B-24s bomb Shinchiku on Formosa Island. In Borneo, B-24s 
and B-25s strike Miri, Sarawak on the island of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and 
Kudat Airfield at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, and support 
ground forces on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo. P-38s 
assault Japanese troop concentrations and gun positions on Mount Mandalagan on 
Negros island, Philippines. 
 
Japan abrogates all treaties with Italy, Germany, and other Axis countries. 

 
MAY 16 

In the Mariana Islands Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force drop 
bombs on the airfield on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean.  
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: B-24s continues to lay mines in Yangtze River of 
China. 33 B-25s and 16 P-47s and P-51s strike at railroad targets, barracks, 
Headquarter buildings, bridges, town areas, river shipping, and other targets at or 
near Kaifeng to Kioshan in China. Over 100 fighter-bombers go after river, road, 
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and rail traffic, troops, gun positions, and generally harass Japanese movement 
and supply lines in southern and eastern China pummeling targets of opportunity 
in or near Yangchi in China. 
 

 B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force sink a small cargo ship or escort vessel in 
the waters between the islands of Paramushiru and Shimushu in the northern Kuril 
Islands.  
 
Nearly 100 P-38s of the 5th Fighter Command, FEAF, commence the most 
intensive napalm bombing operation of the Pacific War against Japanese positions 
defending the Ipo Dam east of Manila, Luzon, Philippines.  During this three-day 
operation a total of 110,000 gallons are dropped. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hits Manggar and Tondano on Celebes Island, 
Dutch East Indies, and Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies, while B-25s and P-38s hits Miri located off the northwestern coast of 
Borneo, Brooketon located in North Borneo, coastal town of Bintula in northern 
Borneo, Fort Brook in the north region of the island of Borneo, and a flak ship 
near Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo.  On Formosa B-24s strike Taichu 
and B-25s go after alcohol plants and railroad yards. 
 
25 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine Shimonoseki Strait, separating Honshu 
Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, and Maizuru on Maizuru Bay in Kyoto, on the 
southwest coast of Honshu Island, Japan and Miyazu harbor in the southeast of 
Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, Japan.  Other Superfortresses drop 
magnesium bombs on Nagoya on the Pacific coast of central Honshu Island. 
During this mission one Superfortresses is lost. 

 
 Fighters of the Second Marine Aircraft Wing hit installations on Kikai Island in 
 the Amami Group in the Ryukyu Archiplego of Japan.  
 
 Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hits targets in the Marshall Islands. 
 

The 43rd American Army Division takes control of the Ipo Dam on Luzon, 
Philippines, after the Fifth Fighter Command, FEAF, finishes their napalm 
operation. 

 
In the vicinity of Ula on Mindanao in the Philippines Major General Kawazoe 
headquarters moves across the Davao River. 

 
U.S. Army forces overrun the Japanese 30th Reconnaissance Regiment near 
Dalirig on Mindanao, Philippines.  The remaining troops from the regiment are 
ordered to move to the east of Malaybalay. 
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Allied aircraft attacks northern Sumatra Island in the Greater Sund Islands, Dutch 
East Indies. 

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands the U.S. 77th Division is unable to make 
advances north of Shuri. 

 
U.S. 96th Division is able to fight their way to the village of Yonabaru on 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
 U.S. Marine 6th Division is set back in their attack on Sugar Loaf Hill, 
 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

U.S. Navy escort carrier Shipley Bay is damaged in collision with the tanker 
Cache off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet heavily bomb towns and airfields in 

 the Sakishima Group, part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
Avengers from British escort carrier HMS Emperor sight and attack Japanese 
heavy cruiser Haguro heading into Malacca Strait, between the Malaya Peninsula 
and the Dutch East Indies island of Sumatra; subsequently, British destroyers 
HMS Saumarez, HMS Venus, HMS Verulam, HMS Vigilant, and HMS Virago 
sink Haguro west-southwest of Penang, Malaya, as the enemy ship, in company 
with destroyer Kamikaze, which is damaged in the engagement, is evacuating 
troops from Port Blair to Singapore. This engagement will be the last major 
surface action of World War II. 

 
U.S. submarine Raton sinks the Japanese cargo ship Eiju Maru in the Yellow Sea 
off west coast of Korea.  
 
U.S. submarine Snook is presumed lost due to unknown causes. 
 
Japanese cargo ship No.5 Yamanami Maru is sunk by mine dropped by B-29s off 
Wadanomisaki at the entrance to Hiogo Bay, Kobe on the southern side of 
Honshu Island, Japan.  
 

MAY 17 
U.S. carrier aircraft attack Japanese installations on Taroa Island and Maloelap 
Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

 
 Aircraft of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing attack in the Palau Islands. 
 

American destroyer Longshaw damaged by coastal defense gun, Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands. 
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U.S. Navy destroyer Douglas H. Fox is damaged by Kamikaze off Okinawa. 
 
Off Wadanomisaki at the entrance to Hiogo Bay, Kobe on the southern side of 
Honshu Island, Japan, mines sink Japanese transport Tairyu Maru and cargo ship 
Koan Maru; mines also sink cargo ship Mikazuki Maru in Yangtze below 
Woosung, China, and damage Coast Defense Vessel No.200 inside Miyazu 
Harbor.  
 
Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Wa.101 is damaged by aircraft from the U.S. 
carriers. 
 
Aircraft carriers Saratoga and HMS Illustrious sail near Surabaya, Java, Dutch 
East Indies. 
  
U.S. submarine Shad torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Chosan Maru 
in  
the Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula, off Gunzan, 
Korea.  

British submarine HMS Terrapin sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
Java Sea, Dutch East Indies. 

British submarine HMS Tiptoe sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun 
near Sumbawa Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet heavily bomb towns and airfields in the 

 Sakishima Group, part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
16 B-25s and approximately 100 fighter aircraft of the Fourteenth Army Air Force 
continue to interrupt communications and supply lines as well as thwart Japanese 
withdrawal from various locations in South and East China by attacking towns, 
troop concentrations, storage areas, river, road, and rail traffic and general targets 
of opportunity. 

 
Seventh Army Air Force: During sweeps over Formosa, B-25s and P-51s cause 
widespread damage hitting railroad yards, bridges, and alcohol plants. B-24s 
bombs the airfields at Nanseiho Airdrome, Formosa and Matsuyama on the island 
of Shikoku in Japan. During the night, two P-47s of the 318th Fighter Group, out 
of  Ie Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, fly a mockery 
mission over Kyushu Island, Japan, the first such Seventh Fighter Command over  
Japan. Mustangs (P-51s) of the Seventh Fighter Command, flying out of Iwo Jima 
in the Volcano Island chain, attacks Atsugi airfield in the vicinity of Tokyo, Japan, 
with low level attacks destroying enemy aircraft on the ground. 
 
The range of the 10th Army Air Operations is extended to Japan for the first time 

 since the Okinawa invasion. 
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21st Bomber Command of the Twentieth Air Force begins operations against 
airfields on Kyushu Island and Shikoku Island from which Japanese Kamikaze 
attacks are launched; the raids will continue through May 11, 1945.  

 
457 of 522 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force pound the urban area of South 
Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan. The objective of this 
mission is to bomb the Mitsubishi Aircraft Works, Aichi Aircraft Company's 
Atsuta plant and the Atsuta branch of the Nagoya Arsenal, the Nippon Vehicle 
Company, and other targets are attacked; the attack is made at low levels; 11 other 
B-29s hit targets of opportunity. Three Superfortresses are lost. 

 
Admiral Turner is replaced as Commander of Task Force 51 by Admiral Harry W. 
Hill, who is to control the air defenses of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands and the 
naval forces in the area.  

 
The Commanding General of the Tenth Army will now report directly to Admiral 
Spruance. General Buckner is given command of all forces ashore, direct 
responsibility for the defense and development of captured positions in the 
Ryukyu Islands area, and, to assist in this mission, operational command of Task 
Force 51.  

 
Without advance artillery preparation, infantrymen of the Seventy-Seventh U.S. 
Army Division on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands makes a surprise night attack 
against Japanese positions on  the high ground on Ishimmi Ridge in the 
vicinity of Ishimmi Town and reach the outskirts of the town by noon, however 
they find themselves dangerously exposed to Japanese fire. 
 

 Elements of the Sixth Marine Division cross the Asato River and gain a small 
 bridgehead near Naha, capital of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
  

During the late afternoon U.S. Marines captured Sugar Loaf Hill several 
hundred yards northeast of Takimotoji, Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  

  
Dutch forces land on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies, to reinforce Australian troops that have  encountered stiff Japanese 
resistance. 

The 24th Division of the U.S. Army, on the island of Mindanao in the Philippines, 
renews its offensive, the 19th Infantry Regiment will have support from Colonel 
Fertig’s Filipino guerrillas.  

On Luzon the 43rd Division of the U.S. Army captures the intake Ipoh Dam, 
Luzon, Philippines. 

 
After German troops surrender in Denmark, Denmark severs relations with Japan. 



 1713 

 
MAY 18 

VII Fighter Command of the Seventh Army Air Force stationed in the Ryukus 
Islands take off from Ie Shima with eight P-47s to make bombing, strafing, and 
rocket runs on radar and ground installations on the island of Kume Jima in the 
Ryukyu Islands .  P-47s fly aggressor strikes against Kyushu Island, Japan during 
the night. 
 
Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force bomb Kataoka Naval Base and airfield 
targets at Kataoka on Shimushu Island in the Northern Kuril Islands. Another B-
24 has been assigned to search for Japanese radar over the Kuril Islands. 

 
B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force bomb Siangtan supply areas.  B-25s, supported 
by P-51s, attack railroad targets around the Chinese towns of Sinyang, Kiaotow, 
Sintsiang, and Chenghsien.  Approximately 75 fighter-bomber and reconnaissance 
aircraft make harassment strikes on Japanese movement and supply lines 
throughout southern and eastern China. They escort several C-47 transports, and 
make surveillance flights of enemy forces. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force blast Taichu and Tainan airfields on Formosa 
while B-25s and fighter-bombers sweep Formosa going after targets of 
opportunity. Other B-24s and B-25s of the FEAF hit Fort Brook in the northern 
region of the island of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and Sarawak on the northern 
coast of Borneo while B-24s and P-38s attack defenses on Tarakan Island off the 
northeastern coast of Borneo. B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers assist ground 
forces on Northern Luzon Island in the Philippines and pummel Japanese troop 
concentrations in Southern Luzon. Fighter-bombers also support ground forces on 
Negros Island, Philippines.  
 
Advance units of the air echelon of 509th Composite Group arrive at the North 
Field on Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands.  The 509th has been training to 
deliver an atomic bomb on a city in Japan.  Its Commanding Officer is Colonel 
Paul W Tibbets Jr .who had a renowned performance with the 97th Bombardment 
Group of the Eighth Army Air Force in North Africa and Europe  

 
30 B-29s Twentieth Air Force mines Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu 
Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and Tsuruga Harbor in southern Fukui 
Prefecture in the Hokuriku region of Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
 Search Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing One sinks a small freighter south of Korea and 
 damage two freighter transports and a tanker.  
 
 Search aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Four hits installations at Kokutan on Shimushu 
 Island in the Northern Kuril Islands with bombs and rockets.  
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B-24s and aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen hits shipping and installations along 
the south coast of Honshu Island of Japan, sinking a trawler, damaging six small 
cargo ships, a trawler, a sailing vessel, and numerous fishing craft. In low level 
attacks wrecks a train.  

  
On Luzon in the Philippines, Japanese resistance ends in the Ipo Dam area in 
Bulacan province northeast of Manila . 

 
 Chinese forces reoccupy the port of Foochow, Fukien Province in China. 
 

77th and 96th Divisions of the U.S. Army attacks Ishimmi Ridge on Okinawa in 
the Ryukyu Islands with little success. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the U.S. 1st Marine Division is still in a fight to 
control the Wana River Valley and the nearby ridge. 
 
U.S. 6th Marines capture Sugar Loaf Hill, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, after ten 
days of intense fighting. The division suffers 2,662 casualties of whom 1,289 are 
of combat fatigue. 

 
Aircraft from fast carriers of the Pacific Fleet sinks a number of luggers and small 
water craft and damaged numerous others, destroy planes on the ground. Fuel 
dumps, buildings and installations at Yaku, Tokara, Tokuno, Kikai, Gaja and 
Amami Island, part of the Satsunan Islands, a group of islands in the Ryukyu 
Archipelago, are destroyed or damaged. 

 
U.S. Navy destroyer Longshaw, damaged by shore battery off Naha, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands, explodes; the wreck is demolished by destroyers Heywood L. 
Edwards and Picking.  
 
Off Okinawa of the Ryukyu Islands, high speed transport Sims is damaged by 
Kamikaze and LST-808 by aerial torpedo.  
 
U.S. freighter Cornelius Vanderbilt loaded with gasoline explosives off Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands.  

 
U.S. Navy land-based aircraft sink Japanese cargo vessel Enkyo Maru off western 
Korea.  
 
Japanese submarine chaser Ch 57 is damaged by a mine laid by the British 
submarine HMS Porpoise on January 9,1945 south channel into Penang, Malaya. 
 
British submarine HMS Seadog torpedoes and sinks a Japanese coastal vessel 
north of Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
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Japanese landing ship T.137 is damaged by aircraft, off Daiosaki on the southern 
half of Shima Peninsula of Honshu Island, facing Ise Bay of the Pacific Ocean.  
 

MAY 19 
The U.S. 77th Division is forced to withdraw from Ishimmi Ridge, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands, after suffering heavy casualties. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa, 381st Regiment fighting on Sugar Loaf finds 
themselves pinned down by heavy Japanese artillery fire. 
 
General Ushijima orders Rear Admiral Ota to use his men to start a night suicide 
attack on the Horseshoe area of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.   
 
U.S. Army 25th Division starts mop up operations in sectors west and north of 
Santa Fe on Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
152nd Regiment of the U.S. Army is fight their way up Woodpecker Ridge, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
Thunderbolts of the Seventh Army Air Force hit targets in the Amami Islands, 
part of the Satsunan Islands, a group of islands in the Ryukyu Archipelago. 100 P-
51s Mustangs of the VII Fighter Command are sent to escort B-29s to Tachikawa 
Airfield west of Tokyo on Honshu Island but abort due to weather.  
 
Eight B-25s of the Eleventh Army Air Force try to bomb Minami Cape radar 
installation and cannery on the Naka River, Shimushu Island in the Northern Kuril 
Islands. Only one gets near targets to bomb and strafe the area because intense AA 
fire and Japanese fighters. 

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Four B-25s blow up Kaifeng warehouse area of 
China, while another hits nearby railroad tracks. Another B-25 bombs town of 
Shanhsien in China. Approximately 90 fighter- bombers hit river, road, and rail 
shipping, enemy troops, supplies dumps, and targets of opportunity in southern 
and eastern China. 

  
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers Kiirun harbor in Formosa. B-25s sweep 
West Formosa coast, assaulting quite a few targets including Toyohara, Nisui, and 
along the Ts'eng-Wen River, striking railroad yard, storage facilities, and 
damaging alcohol plant on the Ts'eng Wen on Formosa. B-25s, A-20s, and 
fighter-bombers of FEAF fly support for ground action throughout Luzon in the 
Philippines, focusing on the Ipo Dam area in Bulacan province northeast of 
Manila, Luzon. P-38s support ground forces on Cebu Island, Philippines. In 
Borneo, B-24s bomb Oelin Airfield on southeastern Borneo, Dutch East Indies 
and, along with P-38s, attack targets on Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast 
of Borneo.   
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272 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force bombs the city of Hamamatsu located in 
western Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan and the Tachikawa Aircraft Company north of 
Atsugi Airfield and west of Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan. 14 B-29s hit targets 
of opportunity and four Superfortresses are lost. 

 
Planes of the U.S. Marines bomb installations in the Palau Islands. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyer escort Vammen is damaged in collision with the tanker 
Cimarron off Okinawa. Cimarron is also damaged by grounding.  
 

 United States destroyers shell Japanese installations on Paramushiro, Kuril 
 Islands. 

 
Motor gunboat PGM-1 is damaged by explosion off Luzon, Philippines.  
 
U.S. Balao sinks a Japanese sampan in the Yellow Sea, located between China 
and  
the Korean Peninsula, using her deck gun. 
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun in the 
Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Scythian sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China 
Sea. 
 
The British submarine HMS Terrapin, on patrol in the Java Sea is damaged by 
depth charges while attacking a Japanese tanker. She is the last British submarine 
damaged during the war in the Pacific. 
 
United States Government sends a report on Japanese atrocities in a protest to 
Shigenori Togo, Japanese Foreign Minister, through the Swiss Legation on POWs 
being held in camps through the Pacific Ocean Area. 
 
Japanese cargo ship Kaiko Maru is sunk by Allied aircraft in Keelung harbor, 
Formosa.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Daishin Maru is sunk, and light cruiser Kashima damaged,  
when the two ships collide in Tsushima Strait, eastern channel of the Korean 
Strait between Korea and Japan.  
 
Japanese cargo vessel Ogishima Maru is damaged by Allied aircraft.  
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Japanese tanker Soei Maru is damaged by a mine east of Mushima in eastern 
Shizuoka Prefecture on eastern Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
MAY 20 

 Five United States Naval vessels are damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa, destroyer 
 Thatcher, destroyer escort John C. Butler, high speed transports Chase and  

Register, and LST-808.  
 
High speed transport Tattnall is damaged by horizontal bomber off Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
TBF/TBM's from Task Group 58.3 provide close air support for efforts to take 
Japanese position holding up the advance of U.S. ground forces northeast of Shuri  
Castle, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 

 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bombs defense 
 positions in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
  
 A search plane of Fleet Air Wing One bombs warehouse installations on Yaku 
 Island in the northern Ryukyu Islands.  
  
 Planes of Fleet Air Wing Two and Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit Japanese 
 positions in the Marshall Islands. 
  

Search planes of Fleet Air Wing Four hits targets in the area of Paramushiru 
Island, Kuril Islands.  

 
 Ships of the Pacific Fleet shell Suribachi Port and installations on the East Coast 
 of Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands.  
 

U.S. submarine Cero sinks the Japanese commercial whaler No.5 Seki Maru east-
southeast of Kinkazan Island off northeastern Honshu Island of Japan in the 
Pacific Ocean off the Oshika Peninsula.  
 
Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 244 is sunk by Allied aircraft. 
 
Japanese cargo vessel No.1 Konan Maru is sunk by Allied aircraft off Hong Kong 
Island, China.  
  
Japanese cargo ship Nikkan Maru is sunk by Allied aircraft off Pusan, Korea; 
commercial refrigerated stores ship Kanagawa Maru is sunk by aircraft off south 
coast of Korea.  
 
The Third Special Attack Unit is formed at Sasebo located on the western coast of 
Kyushu Island, Japan, for the somewhat larger Type D Koryu type midget sub-
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marines and Shinyo exploding motor boat attacks. Rear Admiral Shibuya Kiyomi 
is made the commanding officer.  
 

 Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet attack airfields, barracks, port 
 installations, and buildings in the Sakishima group part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 

British submarine HMS Sea Dog sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun north of  
Sumatra, Dutch East Indies. 
 
1st Marine Division, 1st Regiment captures Wana Ridge, Okinawa, Ryukyu 

Islands. 
 
During the night the Sixth Marine Division in western Okinawa of the Ryukyu 
Islands turns back a substantial counterattack by Japanese troops under Rear 
Admiral Ota, over 500 are killed some of whom are found to be wearing Marine 
uniforms and carrying U.S. weapons.  
 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the 77th and 96th Divisions labors to capture 
Yonabaru. 

 
 Japanese troops in Kwangsi Province, China, are forced to pull out to return to 
 Japan to defend the home islands. 
 

B-24s, Fifth Army Air Force, sink the Japanese cargo vessel Torai Maru off 
Keelung, Formosa.  

 
In the Mariana Islands the 7th Army Air Force sends16 Saipan-based P-47s to 
strafe the airfields in Truk Lagoon of Truk Atoll on the islands of Moen 
and Eten and the seaplane base and barges near Dublon Island. Also in the 
Mariana Islands 10 Guam-based B-24s hits air operations building on Marcus 
Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. Nine P-47s from Ie Shima Island 
off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands to hit hangar and two boats at 
Fukue-Shima located in the northeast part of Honshu Island, Japan. 32 others hit 
airfields, railroads, buildings, and radar facilities on Kyushu Island, Japan.  
Thunderbolts strafe air installations in the Northern Ryukyu Islands and joined a 
Navy search plane to sink a picket craft west of Kyushu Island. 

  
 Mitchell bombers of the Eleventh Army Air Force attack Minami Cape on 
 Shimushu in the northern Kuril Islands.  
 

55 P-51s and P-40s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force blast truck concentrations, 
fuel dumps, gun positions, supply dumps, troop movements, bridges, railroad 
right a ways, road, and river traffic, and targets of opportunity in or around the 
Chinese towns of Liping, Yangchi, Siangtan, Yoyang, Yungfengshih, Paoching, 
Taohwaping, Hengyang, Tungkow, and Changsha. 
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Far East Army Air Force: B-25s fly over Formosa bombing various 
communications targets and an alcohol plant at Meiji.  B-25s hits shipping at 
Balikpapan harbor and nearby barracks area and sawmill. 

  
Twentieth Air Force: 30 B-29s mines the Shimonoseki Strait separating the 
Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, Maizuru harbor located in Maizuru 
Bay by Kyoto on an inlet of the Sea of Japan in the central part of the island of 
Honshu, Japan, and He-Saki anchorage on the Kiku Peninsual in Moji-ku, 
Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island, Japan. During this mission one Superfortresses is lost. 

 
 MAY 21 

 Churchill is forced to call for a general election in Britain, the first in ten years, 
 after the coalition with the Labor party is rejected. 
 

During the hours of early morning, infantrymen of the Seventy-Seventh Division, 
U.S. Army, start a surprise attack against the Japanese lines north of Shuri and 
capture the town of Taira Machi on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  

 
1st Marine Division captures Wana Village on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, then 
presses on towards Shuri Ridge and the Japanese headquarters in Shuri Castle. 

  
In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. 6th Marines on Okinawa take Sugar Loaf Hill, which 
guards the entrance to Shuri and headquarters of the Japanese 32nd Army near 
Naha, the capitol of Okinawa. 

  
The eastern slope of Conical Hill on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, is taken by the 
96th Division. 

 
 General Ushijima calls a night conference in his command caves under Shuri 
 Castle. It is attended by all division and brigade commanders of the Japanese  
 32nd Army. Three complementary courses of action are proposed: a final stand at 

Shuri; withdrawal to the Chinen Peninsula; and withdrawal to the south had in its 
favor the prospect of prolonging the battle and thereby gaining time and exacting 
greater attrition from the American forces. Other considerations favoring the plan 
are the presence of positions prepared earlier by the 24th Division and the 
availability there of considerable quantities of stores and supplies. 

 
 Japanese units on the Shuri Line, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, start withdrawing.  
 

A Japanese supply base at Malaybalay, Mindanao, Philippines, is captured by the 
31st Division. 
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On Mindanao in the Philippines the 155th Infantry Regiment takes control of 
Malaybalay, the South Summer Capital of the Philippines and clears the Sayre 
Highway with the help of the 108 Infantry regiment. 
 
U.S. Marine bombers continue neutralizing raids on the Marshall Islands.  

 
 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb Japanese 
 installations in the Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  
 
 U.S. submarine Chub sinks the Japanese minesweeper W.34 in the Java Sea off 
 Kepualuan in the Thousand Islands north of Java Island's coast, Dutch East Indies.  
 
 Japanese cargo ship Santen Maru is sunk by a mine dropped by the 20th 

Air Force off Niihama located in the eastern part of Ehime Prefecture on the 
northern coast of Shikoku Island, Japan. 

 
 Carrier aircraft of the British Pacific Fleet attack airfields, barracks, port 
 installations, and buildings in the Sakishima group.  
 

During the night, Mustangs of the Seventh Army Air Force, VII Fighter 
Command, attack a radio station on Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands while P-47s  
fly detractor strikes against Kyushu Island, Japan, during the night.  

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Eight B-25s Mitchell medium bombers blast the 
bridge approach to Hankow, China.  A single bomber damages the railroad right 
away between Changsha and Kweiyi in China, and two make near miss passes on 
a bridge at Kuanshuishih, China. Three B-25s and escorted by six P-51 Mustangs 
smash up a bridge at Chihsien in China and strike railroad targets of opportunity 
in the Anyang area of China. Over 50 fighter-bombers flying an armed 
reconnaissance harass river, road, and rail traffic, Japanese positions, troop 
movement, bridges, and numerous other targets in southern and eastern China. 

  
Far East Air Force: In Borneo in the Dutch East Indies, B-24s attack Brunei in the 
northwest, Melak airstrip, Samarinda shipyards, and troop strength on Tarakan 
Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo. On Luzon in the Philippines, B-25s 
bomb targets in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of the island while 
A-20s and P-51s assist U.S. Army ground forces in the northwestern sectors; P-
38s drop napalm-bomb the Ipo Dam area northeast of Manila and Marikina River 
sectors and strike at Japanese defensive positions throughout Negro Island, 
Philippines. P-38s strafe railroad rolling stock in Saigon, French Indochina.   

 
 Japanese Prince Kanin dies at the age of 79. 
 

MAY 22 
 Tambongan, Mindanao, Philippines is captured by the U.S. Army's 24th Division. 
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U.S. Army 149th Infantry is pushed back by the Japanese from the Guagau Dam 
on Luzon, Philippines. 

 
In the Philippines a unit of the 31st Division, U.S. Army, capture Mindanao town 
of Kalasungay. 

 
On Luzon the 149th Regiment of the U.S. Army is forced back in their drive to 
secure Guagua Dam in the Pampanga sector. 

 
 U.S. forces of the 7th Division occupy Yonabaru, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

The north bank of the Asato River on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, is reached by the 
6th Marines. 

 
In the  Ryukyu Islands, General Ushijima decides to abandon his Shuri defense on 
Okinawa.  Japanese troops begin filtering south through American lines. 
 
During the night the headquarters of the Japanese 44th Independent Mixed 
Brigade moves from Shuri to Shichina village, in the Kokuba Hills of Okinawa in 
the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: 15 B-25s and seven fighter-bombers takes out a 
section of the rail bridge at Hei Shih Kuan in China, damages a bridge approach at 
Hwayuan, China, and bombs a variety of targets near Kuo-lueh-chen, China. 10 P-
51s drops napalm on trucks, barracks, storage, trains, and town areas at Sinyang 
and Shanyangchen in China.   
 
Far East Air Force: On Formosa Island, B-24s attack Toshien naval base and the 
Japanese repair base at Okayama while B-25s hits the oil plant west of Kagi.  On 
Luzon in the Philippines, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers strike Santa Fe, 
Casambalangan and Flua in the Cagayan Valley region. Aircraft aid ground forces 
in the Ipo Dam and Marikina areas in the south of the island. On Borneo in the 
Dutch East Indies, B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers attack Jesselton on the 
north coast, Kudat at the northern tip along Kudat Harbor, Bintula coastal town in 
the north, and Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: 30 B-29s mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating the 
Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan. A single Superfortresses is lost during 
the mission. 
  

 Corsair and Hellcat fighters of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing bomb targets in 
 the Palau Islands and Helldiver bombers hits Yap.  

 



 1722 

Escort carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet bombs airfields and installations on the 
islands of Ishigaki and Miyako in the Sakishima group, a chain of islands located 
at the southernmost end of the Japanese Archipelago.  

  
Search planes and B-24s of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen sink three small craft south 

 of Tokyo and strafes radar and camp installations on Shikoku Island, Japan.  
 
Planes, flying from the American carriers Bennington and Hornet, attacks and 
sinks the Japanese submarine chasers Ch 37, Ch 58, and landing ship T.173 
southwest of Kyushu Island between Sasebo and Oshima, Japan.  
 
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ships No.25 Uwajima Maru off Moji and Sagami 
Maru, off Wakamatsu in the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, Japan, and damage 
auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 157 off Niigata harbor on the northwest coast of 
Honshu Island.   
 

MAY 23 
Japanese port of Yokohama on Tokyo Bay, south of Tokyo on the main island of 
Honshu, Japan is forced to stop functioning because of American air and sea 
attacks. 

 
 Fighters and bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit installations in the   

Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  
 

Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen strafe barracks and shipping on and around 
Honshu Island of Japan and sink a net tender and a small cargo ship off the coast 
of Honshu Island. 

 
U.S. Navy escort carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet bomb airfields and 
installations on the islands of Ishigaki and Miyako in the Sakishima group which 
is part of the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain located at the southernmost end of 
the Japanese Archipelago.  

 
Seventh Army Air Force, VII Fighter Command, sends out 32 P-47s Thunderbolts 
from Saipan Island in the Mariana Islands to Truk Lagoon in Truk Atoll of the 
Caroline Islands to strafe Moen Island airfields, boats off Tol Island, buildings on 
Tarik Island, and the Dublon Island Seaplane Base as well as buildings, and small 
boats throughout the atoll. 

 
Seven B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force use radar-bombs on the Kataoka Naval  
Base on Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands.  

 
In China, 14 B-25s Mitchell bombers and six P-51Mustangs of the 14th Army Air 
Force assault a bridge and gun positions near Hwayuan, take out a bridge and 
damage several boxcars at Chungmow, impairment a bridge North of Lohochai, 
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damage another bridge and nearby gun positions at Kuanshuishih, and hammer a 
truck convoys around Paoching, Hengyang, and Changsha. Over 30 fighter-
bombers molest various targets of opportunity around the Chinese towns of 
Liping, Yoyang, Changsha, Hengyang, Luntangpu, Chingmen, Shasi, and Ichang. 

 
562 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attacks the west side of Tokyo harbor and 
bomb an urban-industrial area south of the Imperial Palace as well as targets of 
opportunity. Seventeen Superfortresses are lost during this mission a 3 percent 
attrition rate. This is the largest number of B-29s to participate in a single mission 
during war in the Pacific. 

 
Mines laid by B-29s sink the Japanese cargo vessels No. 2 Shinri Maru off 
Hesaki, on the Kiku Peninsual in Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island, Japan, and 
Kimigayo Maru west of Hime Jima off Kyushu Island.  
 
Mine damages cargo ship Iwai Maru southeast of Mushima in eastern Shizuoka 
Prefecture on eastern Honshu Island, Japan.   
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. 6th Marines Division takes Naha, the capitol city of 
Okinawa,  after crossing the Asato River. 

 
Sayre Highway on Mindanao Island in the Philippines is cleared of Japanese as 
the  
troops of the 108th RCT of the U.S. Army joins up with the 31st Division at 
Impalutao. 

 
 U.S. submarine Ray sinks six small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the  
 Yellow Sea located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 

 MAY 24 
 Aircraft from Admiral Mitscher's fast carriers raids Japanese airfields in southern 

Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
 Aircraft from escort carriers of the Pacific Fleet continue to neutralize Japanese 
 airfields in the Sakishima Group part of the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
 Fighters and bombers of the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing hit installations in the 
 Palau Islands and on Yap Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  
 

In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. Marines enter Naha the capital of Okinawa.  This is 
the largest city ever captured by the Marines.  

 
Japanese paratroopers from the Giretsu Airborne Unit land on the Yontan airfield, 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. At least eight heavily armed Japanese rush out of a 
plane and start tossing grenades and incendiaries into planes parked along the 
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runway. They destroyed two Corsairs, four C-54 transports, and one Privateer. 
Twenty-six other planes-one B-24 bomber, three Hellcats, and 22 Corsairs-are 
damaged. In addition to the planes destroyed and damaged, two 600-drum fuel 
dumps containing 70,000 gallons of gasoline are ignited and destroyed by the 
Japanese.  The paratroopers are quickly eliminated after destroying the aircraft 
and fuel. 

 
Japanese aircraft attack American shipping and positions on and around Okinawa 
in the Ryukyu Islands.  Suicide planes damage seven ships.  The evening of the 
24th is perfect bombing weather with a clear sky and full moon. The air alerts 
begin about 8:00 pm and continues to midnight before all-clear can be sounded. In 
that interval there are seven distinct air raids on Okinawa. In the first raid, planes 
penetrated through to bomb Yontan and Kadena. The third, fourth, and sixth 
groups of raiders also succeeded in dropping bombs on the airfields.  

 
The Japanese 22nd Independent Antitank Gun Battalion leaves the Shuri area of 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands during the night, withdrawing to the Naha-
Yonabaru valley area, and by the end of the month they will continue on south to 
the southern end of Okinawa.  

 
On Luzon in the Philippines U.S. Army make their way through the west side of 
the Highway 5 to capture enemy positions northeast of Mount Maleco and to 
sever the Imugan-Santa Fe road. 
 
Near Mintal on Mindanao in the Philippines U.S. Army again forces the 353rd 
Independent Infantry Battalion to forfeit their positions for the final time. 
 
In the Philippines on Mindanao the Japanese front-line of defenses east of 
Malaybalay receives a heavy artillery shelling. The U.S. Army followed this attack 
with a ground assault which the Japanese are able to check only for awhile. 

 
 American escort carrier Suwanee is damaged by internal explosion caused when a 
 plane landing on her flight deck and explodes. 
 

Aircraft from U.S. Navy’s Task Force 58 attack enemy airfields in southern 
Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese aircraft attack U.S. positions and ships at Okinawa, Ryukyu Island; 
strikes continue on to May 25th. Kamikazes damage destroyer escort William C. 
Cole; high speed transport Sims; and large support landing craft LCS(L)-121; 
friendly fire damages destroyer Heywood L. Edwards.  

 
Mines laid by 20th Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo vessel No.14 Kaishin Maru 
west of the mouth of Shimonoseki Strait between the Japanese islands of Honshu 
and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan, Japanese cargo ships 
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Fukuei Maru off Shodo Jima in the Seto Inland Sea that separates the Japanese 
islands of  Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, Kinryuzan Maru off Moji, Tatsufuku 
Maru off Hesaki, Inaba Maru west of Oshima the northernmost and largest island 
of the Izu Islands of Japan, tanker No.7 Nanko Maru off Motoyamamisaki; and 
damage transport (ex-seaplane carrier) Kiyokawa Maru off Motoyamamisaki on 
the northwest coast of the Inland Sea of Japan on the island of Honshu, and cargo 
ships Nitcho Maru southwest of Onna Jima in the Hibiki-nada Sea off the west 
coast of Honshu Island, Japan, Yamazumi Maru and No.2 Tomoe Maru.  

 
In the Mariana Islands, 26 Guam-based B-24s, 7th Army Air Force, hammer the 
airfields and surrounding area on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific 
Ocean.  
 
The VII Fighter Command sorties 120 P-51s based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain to attack Matsudo City located in northern Chiba Prefecture, Japan, 
Eastern Honshu Island and Tokorozawa airfield located in the central part of the 
Musashino plain, west of Tokyo, Honshu Island but are forced to abort because of 
weather; P-47s fly strikes over Kyushu Island during the night. 
 
14th Army Air Force: B-25s takes out a railroad bridge north of Anyang in China. 
Over 30 fighter-bombers go after  railroad targets, truck convoys, bridges, and 
other targets of opportunity around the Chinese towns of Anyang, Sichuan, Kuo-
lueh-chen, Kuantaokou, Luntangpu, Houpo, Laohokow, Sinsiang, Kiehsiu, 
Linfen, Taiyuan, Puchou, Yutze and Nanyang in Burma. 

  
In the Philippines, B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers targets in the 
Cagayan Valley of Luzon including Aparri at the northeast tip of Luzon. On 
Borneo in the Dutch East Indies, B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s strike Fort Brook in the 
northern region of the island, Bintula on the coast in the north, Tawau, Beaufort 
northern part of the island, Jesselton on the north coast, along the Lawas River, 
and Malinau northwest of Takakan. 

  
25 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force lay mines in Shimonoseki Strait between the 
Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of 
Japan and at Niigata on the northwest coast of Honshu Island facing the Sea of 
Japan and Sado Island, Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, facing Nanao Bay, Honshu, 
Japan, and Fushiki, Japan.  520 B-29s attack urban and industrial areas south of 
the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 

MAY 25 
Japanese aircraft continue to attack Allied shipping around Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands. The high speed transport Bates and medium landing ship LSM-
135 is sunk by Kamikaze; and damage is caused to U.S. Navy destroyer Guest as a 
Kamikaze glances off  her mast and a Kamikaze hits the U.S. Navy destroyer 
Stormes; U.S. destroyer escort O'Neill; high speed transports Barry and Roper; 
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high speed minesweeper Butler; and minesweeper Spectacle. Friendly fire 
damages destroyer Cowell.  
 
Japanese plane torpedoes U.S. freighter William B. Allison in Nakagusuku Bay on 
the southern coast of Okinawa Island, Ryukyu Islands. 
  
U.S. submarine Blenny sinks the Japanese gunboat Kairyu Maru. 
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks the Japanese schooner Tsuki Maru with her deck gun 
east of Kaiyo Island in the Yellow Sea located between China and the Korean 
Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks the Japanese cargo ship Nittei Maru off 
west coast of Borneo.  
 
British submarine HMS Trenchant sinks the Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Wa 
105 east of Mandalike Island in the Java Sea south of Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  
 
British submarine HMS Trump sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off the 
Sapudi Strait, between Sapudi and Giliang Islands connecting the Java Sea and 
the Bali Sea off the coast of Java. 
 
Mines laid by B-29s sink the Japanese cargo vessel Hikawa Maru and tanker No.3 
Toyo Maru off Hesaki on the Kiku Peninsual in Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu 
Island, Japan. Mines also sinks the transport Tobi Maru northwest of Kyushu 
Island, cargo ship Matsushima Maru south of Matsuzaki Island off the coast of 
Honshu Island, Japan, and cargo ships Shiragi Maru near Hesaki, Kyushu Island, 
and No.1 Nissan Maru off Mutsure near Ise Bay, Honshu Island,, and damage 
destroyers Sakura off Hesaki Light on Kyushu Island, and Tsubaki off 
Shimonoseki anchorage on the southwestern tip of Honshu Island, Patrol Boat 
No.104 off Futaoi Light, cargo ships Ginsei Maru and Ginzan Maru off Mutsure 
Island near Ise Bay, Honshu Island, cargo ships No.3 Shinto Maru off Hesaki 
Kyushu Island, and Iyo Maru east of the mouth of Kammon Channel, and tanker 
No.4 Nanko Maru off Hesaki, Kyushu Island,.  
 

 The U.S. Chiefs-of-Staff set November 1st as the date for the invasion of the   
Japanese home island of Kyushu and March 1, 1946 for the invasion of the Tokyo 

  
Plain on Honshu Island. 

 
 Japanese guerrillas land on Morotai in the Halmahera Group of Islands. 
 

In the Kuril Islands, B-24s Eleventh Army Air Force fly a radar ferret mission 
over Matsuwa Island and attacks the Tagan Cape area; another B-24 flies armed 
weather reconnaissance. 
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Five B-25s and two P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force destroys a bridge 
near Kioshan, China, damage another bridge close to Changtuikuan, China, and 
hammers railroad rolling stock around the Chinese towns of  Sinyang, Saiping, 
Sinantien, Hsuchang, and Chenghsien; 16 fighter-bombers on armed 
reconnaissance hit various targets of opportunity in Nanyang, Burma and  at or 
near the Chinese towns of Anyang, Hantan, Chenghsien, Kaifeng, Linfen, 
Shihkiachwang, Sinsiang, Miyanghsien, Tenghsien, Loning, Sichuan, and 
Hsuchang. 

  
B-24s of the Far East Air Force bombs Oelin on southeastern Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies, Fort Brook in the northern region of the island of Borneo, and Tarakan 
Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo while B-25s and P-38s harass Kudat at 
the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor. On Luzon Island, B-25s, A-20s, 
and fighter-bombers fly numerous strikes and ground support missions. Fighter-
bombers support ground troops on Cebu Island, Philippines.  
 
By agreement of Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPOA), the VII 
Fighter Command, with its secondary units, is assigned to operational and 
administrative control of Headquarters of the Twentieth Air Force.  
 
On Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, 100 P-51s Mustangs of the VII Fighter 
Command fly 73 sorties against Matsudo Airfield located in northern Chiba 
Prefecture, Japan, Eastern Honshu Island and Tokorzawa Airfield in the central 
part of the Musashino plain, west of Tokyo, Honshu Island. Three Mustangs are 
lost during the mission.  
 
464 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attack Tokyo with napalm during the night.  
Burnt in the attack are financial buildings, commercial structure, and 
governmental offices as well as factories and homes including 27 Palace buildings 
are set on fire unintentionally. 26 Superfortresses are lost on this mission, the 
highest single-day loss. 
 
Leo Szilard visits the White House with a letter of introduction from Albert 
Einstein to warn President Truman of the dangers atomic weapons pose for the 
post-war world and to urge him not to authorize the use of atomic weapons 
against Japan.  

  
Allied troops capture Bassein, Burma. 
 
In the Philippines, during the night, on Mindanao near Mintal the Japanese Left 
Front Unit withdraws to new positions between the Right Front Unit and the Left 
Sector Unit. 
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The Chief and Vice Chief of the Japanese Imperial Navy General Staff resign after 
 refusing cables for mediation from Dulles.  

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands the U.S. 4th Marines Regiment attacks 
Machishi Hill destroying Japanese underground positions and breast works.  

 
MAY 26 

Japanese planes attack United States Naval ships at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
Five are damaged by Kamikaze. 

 
Mines sink the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 172 at the entrance to 
Fushiki Harbor, Honshu Island, Japan, and cargo ships Mogi Maru south of Hime 
Jima off Kyushu Island of Japan, Shiokubi Maru off Motoyamazaki on the 
northwest coast of the Inland Sea of Japan on the island of Honshu, and No.9 
Kaishin Maru, and No.6 Miyakawa Maru south of Hesaki on the Kiku Peninsual 
in Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island, and damage Japanese gunboat Hirota 
Maru, transport Akeshima Maru near Moji across the Kanmon Straits from the 
city of Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu Islands, and transport Inari 
Maru off Motoyamamisaki, and  cargo ships Igasa Maru south of Hesaki, and 
cargo ships Kunugi Maru outside Kobe Harbor on the southern side of the main 
island of Honshu, Shozan Maru off Tokuyama, Shimonoseki Strait separating the 
Honshu Island and Kyushu Island, and Mitsukisan Maru. 
 
U.S. submarine Billfish sinks the Japanese merchant cargo ship No.7 Kotobuki  
Maru off Nagasaki on the island of Kyushu in Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks three small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the 
Yellow Sea located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Japanese guard boat Kaishin Maru is damaged by stranding at the north end of 
Paramushiro Island in the Kuril Islands.  

 
Chinese forces occupy Nanning, capital city of Kwangsi Province in China, 
cutting the Japanese withdraw route from French Indochina stranding over 
200,000 troops. 

 
10 Guam-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force bombs airfields on Marcus 
Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 
 
12 B-25s and six P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force, damage two bridges 
North of Hankow in China. Four B-25s hit railroad targets around Lohochai, 
China, and between Kinkiang and Kioshan in China. Three B-25s attacks truck 
convoys in Siangtan and Paoching area of China and along Paoching-Hengyang 
Changsha highway, China.  

  



 1729 

The Far East Air Force sends B-24s to bomb Tuguegarao in the northern portion 
of Luzon and Echague in the center of Luzon in the Philippines.  A-20s and 
fighter-bombers hammer various targets on Luzon Island, mainly in Balete Pass 
that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya.  In the Dutch East 
Indies sector of Borneo, B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers attack Tarakan Island 
off the northeastern coast, Beaufort on the northern part of the island, Weston in 
the northeastern part of Brunei Bay of Northern Borneo, Tenom in northern 
Borneo, Trusan Haji also in northern Borneo, Sandakan on the northeastern coast 
of Borneo, and Jesselton in the Dutch East Indies. Fighter-bombers support 
ground action on Cebu Island in the Philippines.  

  
29 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mines waters in Shimonoseki Strait 
separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and at Fushiki situated 
in Toyama on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Fukuoka situated on the 
northern shore of the island of Kyushu, and Karatsu on the island of Kyushu, 
Japan.  
 
16 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force fly from Saipan in the Mariana Islands to 
strafe Moen Airfield, Dublon Island Seaplane Base, and other targets of 
opportunity in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.  
 
In the afternoon the overcast over Shuri lifts long enough for extensive aerial 
observation over the south end of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. Enemy 
movement extending from the front lines to the southern tip of the island is 
spotted. About 2,000 Japanese troops are estimated to be on the move between 
Oroku Peninsula and the middle part of the island below the Naha-Yonabaru 
valley. American pilots strafe the moving columns and reported that some of the 
soldiers seem to explode when the tracers hits them-an indication that they 
probably were carrying satchel charges. Artillery and naval gunfire, guided by 
spotter planes, hits the larger concentrations of troop movement and traffic with 
destructive effect.  

 
Elements of the U.S. Army 25th Division enter Sante Fe after clearing a gorge 
north of that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

 
With the capture of Santa Fe on Luzon in the Philippines the remaining elements 
of the Imperial 63rd Infantry is force to fall back from the Highway 5 to the hills 
on the east. 
 
Part of the 16th Australian Brigade, operating around Bolken Point and Koanumbo 
on New Guinea, begin to see Indian POWs, captured in Malaya in 1941-1942, that 
had been released by the Japanese into the jungle, drift into their lines. They were 
weak and ragged but alive. 
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MAY 27 
Japanese aircraft attack American ships around Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
sinking one destroyer, Drexler, and damaging the destroyer Braine; Kamikazes 
also damage destroyer Anthony, high speed minesweeper Southard, high speed 
transports Loy, and Rednour, surveying ship Dutton, submarine chaser PCS-1396 
and degaussing vessel YDG-10; destroyer escort Gilligan is damaged by dud 
torpedo fired by Kaiten from Japanese submarine I-367; minesweeper Gayety is 
damaged by near-miss of bomb; large support landing craft LCS-52 is damaged by 
near-miss of Kamikaze; fleet tug Pakana is damaged by strafing.  
 
Admiral William F. Halsey Jr., Commander Third Fleet, relieves Admiral 
Raymond A. Spruance, Commander Fifth Fleet, of operational control at 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. Task Force 58 thus becomes Task Force 38.  

 
U.S. fleet tug Sioux sinks a Kaiten launched from Japanese submarine I-367 east 
of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
During a PT boat mission, nine boats are escorted by a fight of eight Royal 
Australian Air Force P-40s and four Mariner bombers to the harbor of Sandakan 
on the north-eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  The PT boats strike first 
damaging pilings supporting the docks and piers, sinking several small craft and 
motor launches, and setting harbor facilities on fire.  The planes follow up by 
attacking the town and shore batteries. 
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks a couple of small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in 
the Yellow Sea located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
U.S. submarine Tench sinks the Japanese cargo ship Kinei Maru off Kushiro  
lighthouse, on the Sea of Okhotsk, southeast on the Pacific Ocean, and west on 
the Sea of Japan on Hokkaido Island of Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Tigrone sinks the Japanese guard boat No.3 Yawata Maru off Tori 
Jima northeast of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands with her deck gun.  
 

 Commanding General, Alaskan Department, requests U.S. Navy assistance in 
 evacuating local citizens endangered by Yukon River flooding.  
 

Japanese planes attack Australian positions at Tarakan Island off the northeastern 
coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
 Tokyo harbor is closed to shipping due to its dock facilities have been destroyed. 
 

On Mindanao in the Philippines, the U.S. Army quickly followed up the 
withdrawal of the Japanese Left Front Unit to launch an attack against the 
Japanese positions near Ula. 
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Japanese Imperial 41st Army headquarters on Luzon in the Philippines drafts a 
plan to break up the remaining force on Luzon into small organized groups to slip 
into the mountains as guerrillas fighting and living off the land.  The Noguchi 
Force is ordered to transfer its main strength to the mountainous region along the 
east shore of Laguna de Bay.  The Kobayashi Force is ordered to establish a 
defensive sector in the area north of Mount Purro and east of Wawa. The 31st 
Infantry and miscellaneous troops of the 8th Division are ordered to take up 
positions north of the Lenatin River. The remnants of the Kawashima Force, 
already withdrawing from the Ipo Dam area, are ordered to move to the mountains 
east of San Miguel. 
 
North of Santa Fe on Luzon in the Philippines the full force of U.S. Army is 
thrown against the Japanese defensive line held by the Imperial Tank Annihilating 
Unit of approximately 400 organized from the Fourteenth Area Army Training 
Unit, a battalion of 10th Division artillery, and 12 tanks of the 2nd Armored 
Division. 

 
16 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs the textile mill at Chenghsien, China, 
attacks trains, railroad track and bridge in Lohochai area of China, and bombs 
railroad yards at Sinyang, China. Over 80 fighter-bombers molest town areas, 
trucks, railroad targets, bridges, and general targets of opportunity at scattered 
locations in southern and eastern China.  

  
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers railroad yards and rolling stock at 
Muong Man and Phan Rang in French Indochina. On Formosa, B-25s and fighter-
bombers attack targets at Koshun, Shinei, Tairin, Ensui, Kohyo, and Kobi and 
attack numerous targets at many other Formosan locations. B-24s, A-20s, and 
fighter-bombers hit the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the 
Philippines while other fighter-bombers support ground forces in the Balete Pass 
that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Baguio in the 
mountains to the west of La Union Province, Luzon, and Ipo Dam sectors in 
Bulacan province northeast of Manila on Luzon. 
 
In the Mariana Islands16 Saipan-based P-47s, Twentieth Air Force, VII Fighter 
Command, sweep Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands, strafing airfield, aircraft, and 
a radio tower and other facilities at Moen Island, buildings at Dublon Island 
Seaplane Base and on Udot Island, and small craft off Dublon Island and Fanamu 
Island in Truk Lagoon. 
 
Nine B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop mines in Shimonoseki Strait 
separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and in Moji area across 
the Kanmon Straits from the city of Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu 
Islands in the final mine-laying operation of Phase III of Operation STARVATION.  
A single Superfortresses is lost during the mission. 
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B-29 dropped mines sinks the cargo vessels Chizan Maru off Wadanomisaki light 
at the entrance to Hiogo Bay, Kobe on the southern side of Honshu Island, and 
Kongo Maru in Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu Island and Kyushu 
Island of Japan and off Hakata in northwestern Kyushu Island and tanker Hojo 
Maru off south coast of Yoshimi Island northwest of Tokyo in Saitama prefecture 
in the Kanto region off the island of Honshu and damage cargo ship Kifune Maru 
north of Niigata light on the northwest coast of Honshu Island.  
 

 MAY 28 
United States Navy destroyer Shubrick is damaged by Kamikaze.  This is Japan's 
last effort to turn the Okinawa campaign around. 

 
British and American navies issue instructions that merchant ships in the Indian 
Ocean need not travel in convoys and should light their navigational lamps at full 
lamination; however this policy does not apply to the Pacific Ocean. 
 
Admiral Halsey and McCain relieve Admiral McCain and Mitscher, who are 
exhausted from the continuous pressure of fending off Kamikaze attacks around 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. Admiral Halsey has a new flagship the battleship 
Missouri. The Fifth Fleet will now be known as Third Fleet and Task Force 58 
converts to Task Force 38.  Admirals Spruance and Mitscher returned to Pearl 
Harbor in Territory of Hawaii.   

 
In Burma the British reorganize commands for the upcoming operations in the 
Dutch East Indies and Malaya.  Lt. General Montagu Stopford is given command 
of the newly formed 12th Army. 
 
British submarine HMS Trump sinks a Japanese coastal ship with her deck gun 
off  
the Sapudi Strait between Sapudi and Giliang Islands connecting the Java Sea and 
the Bali Sea off the coast of Java. 
 
AIF 2/12th Battalion steams out of Townville in Australia for Moratia in the 
Admiralty Islands just north of the eastern end of New Guinea  in the Bismarck 
Archipelago. 

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: In French Indochina 19 B-25s, along with eight 
fighter-bombers, hits railroad, road, and river traffic around Vinh, Quang Tri, Dap  
Cau, and Song Chu.  Aircraft takes out a bridge at Hwayuan, and demolish tunnel 
opening near Wuchang on the southeastern bank of the Yangtze River of China 
and 16 P-51s cause heavy damage and casualties blasting a bridge and military 
installations near Wuchang, China. 27 P-51s target bridges, troops, storage, trucks, 
trains, rivercraft, and other targets in the Yoyang area of China.  65 other fighter-
bombers strike targets of opportunity throughout southern and eastern China. 
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B-24s, Far East Air Force, again bomb railroad yards east of Saigon at Phan  
Rang and Muong Man in French Indochina. B-25s and other aircraft attack 
industrial targets at Shoka, Taichu, Ujitsu, Byoritsu, and other Formosan 
locations. In the Philippines, B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers strike 
Pateng in Central Luzon, Ipo Dam area northeast of Manila, Luzon, Tuguegarao 
airstrip in the northern portion of Luzon and Ugac airstrip at Norte Tuguegarao 
City, Luzon, Anuling southwest of Manila on Luzon, Baguio area in northern 
Luzon Island, guns and defenses in Balete Pass road that joins the provinces of 
Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon. On Borneo, B-24s, B-25s, and fighters 
assault gun positions and other targets at Balikpapan on the southeast coast and P-
38s dive-bomb Keningau Aerodrome in the northern Borneo and Jesselton 
Airfield on the north coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  

  
Japanese wage their last strong air effort on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, hitting a 
number of ships and sinking the U.S. Navy destroyer Drexler. 
 
U.S. submarines Blueback and Lamprey battle the Japanese submarine chaser 
Ch.1 in a surface gunnery action off Japara, Dutch East Indies and damage the 
enemy escort vessel.  
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks the Japanese cargo ship Biko Maru northwest of 
Changshan, China. She also sinks four small Japanese vessels with her deck gun 
in the Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Commander, Kodiak Sector, Alaskan Sea Frontier, dispatches four PBYs to 
Fairbanks, via Anchorage, Alaska, to provide assistance in evacuating citizens 
threatened by rising Yukon River floodwaters.  
 
 B-29 laid mines sink the Japanese transport Akitsu Maru south of Kure,  near the  
city in Hiroshima, Honshu, the largest island of Japan, and damage Coast Defense 
Vessel No.29 off Kyushu Island, cargo ships Mishimasan Maru off Tateishikzaki 
and Annette Fritzen Go and fishing boat No.3 Genei Maru outside Sasebo Bay on 
the western coast of Kyushu Island.  
 
The 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines strike 100 Meter Hill, or Knob Hill at the eastern 
tip of Wana Ridge, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. The Battalion assaults the hill two 
times, reaching the top. However they cannot hold the crest.  

  
 Meanwhile the 5th Marines captured Beehive Hill, a strong enemy defense 

position on the lower end of Shuri Ridge south of Wana Draw, Okinawa Island, 
Ryukyu Islands.  
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During the night, U.S. Army engineers put three footbridges across the canal, east 
of Naha, Okinawa, and before dawn the 1st Battalion, 22nd Marines, crosses to 
Telegraph Hill in east Naha.  

 
The Japanese 36th Signal Regiment arrives at Mabuni, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
by way of Tsukasan to complete the withdraw from Shuri. 

  
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the Japanese 44th Independent Mixed Brigade 
begins to withdraw from the front lines.  
 
149 Infantry of the U.S. Army captures Guagua Dam on Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Units on the U.S. Army 164th Infantry, route out Japanese troops under Colonel 
Oie on Negros Island near the town of Dumaguete in the Philippines. 

 
Acting Secretary of State Joseph Grew tells President Truman “The greatest 
obstacle to unconditional surrender by the Japanese is their belief that this would 
entail the destruction or permanent removal of the Emperor and the institution of 
the Throne.  If some indication can now be given to the Japanese that themselves, 
when once thoroughly defeated and rendered impotent to wage war in the future 
will be permitted to determine their own future political structure, they will be 
afforded a method of saving face without which surrender will be highly 
unlikely.” 
 
Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy argues to Secretary of War Stimson 
that the term “unconditional surrender” should be dropped: “Unconditional 
surrender is a phrase which means loss of face and I wonder whether we cannot 
accomplish everything we want to accomplish in regard to Japan without the use 
of that term.” 
 
In Japan Imperial General Headquarters formally adopts into service the Kaiten 
human torpedo converted from a Type 93, 24-inch diameter, torpedo with fuel and 
oxygen tanks and the pilot's compartment spliced to the torpedo's middle and after 
sections. 

 
MAY 29 

Off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Kamikazes crash into high speed transport 
Tatum; grounding account for damage to motor minesweeper YMS-81 and LST-
844.  
 
Mines dropped by B-29s sinks Japanese cargo vessel Umatsu Maru off Mutsure 
Jima, and damage the cargo ships No.6 Unyo Maru off Hesaki light on the Kiku  
Peninsual in Moji-ku, Kitakyushu, Kyushu Island and No.5 Nissen Maru off 
Mutsure Jima in the Hibiki-nada Sea on the southwest side of Honshu Island.  
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Japanese cargo ship Etsunan Maru is sunk by RAF-laid mine.  
 
The U.S. submarine Bluegill stages an amphibious operation at Pratas Island, 150 

 miles southwest of Hong Kong Island, China. 
 
U.S. submarine Hawkbill torpedoes Kamiyama Maru as she picks up Etsunan 
Maru survivors, and forces the rescuing ship to take refuge at Cape Khokwang at 
the northern tip of Ko Lanta Yai Island off the southern coast of Thailand.  

 
U.S. submarine Sterlet, despite proximity of escorting Coast Defense Vessel 
No.65,  sinks Japanese the cargo ships Kuretake Maru and Tenryo Maru.  
 
PT-130 and PT-144 glide into Sandakan harbor on the northeastern coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies, damaging or sinking barges, canoes, and launches. 

  
 In the Philippines, Wawa Dam on Luzon is capture intact. 
 
 Filipino guerrillas capture the Luzon town of Cervantes, Philippines. 
 

On Mindanao in the Philippines, the U.S. 24th Division advances towards the last 
Japanese strongpoint located north of the Davao Plain. 
 

Also, on Mindanao in the Philippines the 19th Infantry Regiment of the 24th 
Division of the U.S. Army with support from Colonel Fertig’s Filipino guerrillas 
bust through the Japanese eastern flanks and capture the Villages of Tacunan, Ula, 
Matina Biao, Magtuod and Mandug. The Japanese 100th Division falls apart and 
retreats.  

 
The U.S. Army 7th Division continues to attack enemy positions near the village 
of Karadera on Okinawa, Ryukyu Island. 

 
 U.S. Marines 5th Marine Division captures Shuri Castle on the crest of Shuri 
 Ridge , once the seat of the rulers of Okinawa, Ryukyu Island.  
 

Eleventh Army Air Force: Four B-25s liberators abort a shipping sweep along the 
east coasts of Paramushiru and Shimushu Islands in the Kuril Islands due to 
weather conditions.  

 
In China, a single B-24 of the Fourteenth Army Air Force damages a railroad 
bridge over the Huto River and four B-25s and four P-51s destroys a bridge south 
of Kuanshuishih. In French Indochina, two B-25s go after train steam engines near 
Vinh and about 30 fighter-bombers strike communications and transportation 
targets around or near the French Indochina towns of Thanh Hoa, Vinh, Quang 
Tri, Vinh and in China Yen, Chenghsien and Yoyang. 
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On Formosa, over 100 B-24s of the Far East Air Force attack Kiirun and several 
other towns and B-25s, and fighter-bombers, hit the Tainan alcohol plant and 
targets of opportunity. On Luzon in the Philippines Islands, B-24s, B-25s, and A-
20s bomb a variety of targets in the north while other fighter-bombers hit the 
Central part of the island including the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region 
of Luzon, Baguio in the mountains to the west of La Union Province, Balete in 
Central Luzon, and Ipo areas northeast of Manila. In Borneo, B-24s hit airfields at 
Oelin in the southeastern area, Tabanio on the Java Sea side, and Fort Brook in 
the northern region of the island. 

 
Ground echelon of 509th Composite Group begins to arrive on Tinian Island in 
the Mariana Islands. 

 
454 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force, escorted by 101 P-51s on a firebomb raid, 
bomb against Yokohama, the capital city of Kanagawa Prefecture on Tokyo Bay, 
south of Tokyo of the main island of Honshu, with incendiaries and destroy the 
main business district (a third of the city's area) along the waterfront. They burned 
out an area of Yokohama that amounts to almost nine square miles.  

 
14 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force strafe barges at Truk Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands; 28 P-47s from Le Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands assaulting shipping and a lighthouse at Amami-O-Shima Island, Amami 
Islands, Ryukyu Archiplego in Japan , and Okino Erabu, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
Appalled by the reports of the firebombing of Tokyo, Joseph Grew calls on 
President Truman asking that he issue a proclamation informing the Japanese that 
unconditional surrender would not mean the end of the Imperial system. 

 
 Admiral Toyoda is replaced as Commander of the Combined Fleet by Admiral 
 Ozawa. 
 

The Japanese 24th Division headquarters leaves Shuri for southern Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
MAY 30 

Aircraft from the U.S. Navy escort carrier Anzio, in the Philippine Sea, sinks the 
Japanese submarine I-361. 
 
U.S. submarine Blenny sinks the Japanese cargo ship Hokoku Maru southwest of 
Bandjermasin, Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archiplego in Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Croaker, despite proximity of escorting auxiliary submarine 
chaser Kenkai Maru, sinks the No.154 Shuttle Boat and No.146 Shuttle Boat in the 
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Java Sea, between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the north, Java to 
the south; Sumatra to the west. 
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun in the 
Yellow Sea, located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
U.S. submarine Tench sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun off the 
north-east coast of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Mines laid by B-29s sinks the Japanese transport Hakuun Maru off Hakata, Japan 
and cargo ships Fujitama Maru off Wadanomisaki light at the entrance to Hiogo 
Bay, Kobe on the southern side of Honshu Island, Kasumi Maru off Mijizaki, and 
No.14 Takasago Maru northwest of Tadotsu and damage the cargo ships Hyuga 
Maru south-southeast of Genka Jima and Shinno Maru at mouth of Tsuruga Bay 
on the Sea of Japan facing Wakasa Bay on Honshu Island, Japan.  

 
The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) reports on receiving a Japanese peace 
feeler through a Japanese diplomat stationed in Portugal.  The Japanese diplomat 
says that the actual terms are unimportant so long as the term “unconditional 
surrender” is not used. 

 
Seventh Army Air Force: 10 Guam-based B-24s hits Marcus airfield. 14 P-47s 
strafe barges at Truk Atoll. 28 P-47s, flying from Ie Shima hits shipping and the 
lighthouse at Amami-O-Shima and Okino Erabu. 
 
B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force pounds the railroad yards at Sinsiang and 
knocks out bridge at Sincheng.  

  
On Formosa 100-plus B-24s of the FEAF pound Takao while fighters sweep the 

 coastal areas. B-25s concentrate on Shinei area and A-20s hit Cagayan Valley 
 targets.  

 
Imperial General Headquarters orders the formation of a defense line between Da  
Lian, Xin Jin, and Tu Men, Manchuria. 

 
The 32nd Japanese Army evacuates the Shuri lines on Okinawa and  
withdraws to Kiyamu Peninsula at the southern part of the island. 
 
Five airdrops through heavy clouds are made to the Marines in Shuri to relieve 

 critical supply situation.  
  

Elements of the 96th Division take Hen Hill and Hector Hills, just northeast of 
 Shuri on Okinawa. 
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The American Army's 77th Division takes Jane Hill on its left flank and then 
 almost unopposed takes Tom Hill, the highest point of ground in the Shuri area. 

 
On Negros Oriental Island organized resistance stops on the western portion of the 
island. 

 
MAY 31 

 Chiang Kai-shek gives up his title of Premier but remains President of China. 
 
 Organized resistance ends on Negros Oriental, Philippines. 
 

The 77th Division walks over 100 Meter Hill at the eastern end of Wana Ridge 
and on into Shuri, Okinawa and joins up with 1st Marine Division to completed 
the occupation of Shuri. The Japanese construct a new defensive line from 
Kokuba Gara and around Tsukasan. 

 
 Japan starts transferring a brigade from Sumatra to Singapore. 
 

117 B-24 Liberators of the Fifth Army Air Force bomb the city of Taihoku on 
Formosa off the southeast coast of China. This attack destroys two-thirds of the 
city. 

Fourteenth Army Air Force: B-25s and P-47s hits railroad tracks and cars in 
Chenghsien and Kaifeng area, knock out a bridge at Sinyang, damage a bridge at 
Lohochai, and strafe AA positions at both bridges.  

  
B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers of the FEAF attack Formosan targets. 
 
The Interim Committee meets for a two-day session to reach a conclusion on the 
use of the atomic bomb.  They agree that “the most desirable target would be a 
vital war plant employing a large number of workers and closely surrounded by 
workers’ houses.” 
 
Four PBYs dispatched to Fairbanks, via Anchorage, by Commander, Kodiak 
Sector, Alaskan Sea Frontier, return to Kodiak, their mission of providing 
assistance in evacuating citizenry threatened by rising Yukon River floodwaters 
having been completed.  
 
Soviet commercial ship Uzbekistan and U.S. freighter American Star are damaged 
in collision off Dutch Harbor, Alaska; big harbor tug YTB-191 provides 
assistance.  
 
Mines laid by B-29s sink the Japanese cargo ship Man Maru off Hesaki light, and 
damages gunboat Kazan Maru off Genka Jima Light, cargo ships No.2 Yoro Maru 
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southeast of Hesaki and Peking Maru off Onna Jima, and cargo ship Jindai Maru 
northwest of Mutsure Jima.  
 
B-29 laid mine damages transport Tensho Maru but Tensho Maru sinks after 
being towed into Osaka harbor.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                         
 

                  American Army Air Force Aces 
 

   Pilot Military Branch Victories 
Richard I. Bong USAAF 40 
Tomas B. McGuire USAAF 38 
Francis S. Gabreski USAAF 28 
Robert S. Johnson USAAF 27 
Charles H. McDonald USAAF 27 
George E. Preddy USAAF 25.5 
John C. Meyer USAAF 24 
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JUNE 1 
On Luzon in the Philippines, Japanese resistance is reduced to rear guard delaying 
action. 

 
U.S. troops break out of Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and 
Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Philippines. 

 
 U.S. Army troops capture a radio station on Luayon Island, Philippine Area. 

British Fourteenth Army is mopping up the 70,000 widely-dispersed Japanese 
troops through Burma.  

In Burma, the Imperial Japanese Twenty-eighth Army, having been forced to 
retreat east to avoid starvation, has been shattered by the British XXXIII Corps at 
the Kama bridgehead. The 28th Army is now nothing more than an ill-armed horde 
look for food wherever they can find it. 

 General Mushijima, on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, withdraws the remainder 
of his forces in to the hills of Mezado, Yaeju, and Yuza as well as the Oroku 
peninsula. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the XXIV Corps of the U.S. Army modifies the 
direction of its main attack against the Japanese final defenses located in the 
southern sector of the island. The 7th and 97th Divisions are ordered to attack 
towards the south and the 77th Division will take responsibility of the 97th 
Division's quarter. The III Amphibious Corps begins a drive with 1st and 6th 
Marine Divisions to secure the high ground along the main east-west road of the 
Kokuba Gawa Valley overlooking the Japanese new defensive position. 1st 
Marine Division crosses the Koruba River. 
 
An Interim Committee advises the President that the Atomic Bomb should be 
used as soon as possible against a military target surrounded by buildings and 
without prior warning. 
 
Six B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force assault the Sinsiang railroad yards in China 
while four other B-25s and four Thunderbolts damage a bridge near Linmingkuan, 
China; 18 Mustangs go after river shipping, warehouses and other targets in the 
Yoyang area of China; 20 other fighter-bombers takes out a bridge near Szeshui, 
attacks river shipping near Yoyang, and attack targets in the Huluehchen area of 
China. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force attacks Takao on Formosa while fighter aircraft 
fly the coastline. In the Philippines, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers continue 
to hit targets in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon, at 
Pingkian in Central North Luzon, Kayapa in Central North Luzon, Gattaran in the 
Cagayan Valley of the Luzon, Cumao in the Cagayan Valley region in Luzon, 
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Bone in the Cagayan Province of Luzon. In Borneo, B-24s and P-38s goes to 
Tarakan Island  off the northeastern coast of Borneo to hit Japanese troop while 
B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s attack Kota Belud located in West Coast Division on the 
island of Borneo, Victoria in North Borneo, Jesselton on the north coast of 
Borneo, Langkon located in North Borneo, and Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off 
Borneo. 
 
During a daylight attack 458 of 521 B-29s bomb the center of Osaka on Honshu 
Island and 16 others hit alternate targets; 148 P-51s flying escort rendezvous with 
the B-29s, encounter a severe weather front; flying behind in excessive 
turbulence, many of the fighters collide and 27 are lost; 27 Mustangs manage to 
find the B-29s and escort them over the target. In the Ryukyu Islands 12 P-47s 
from Ie Shima Island fly strafing and rocket attacks against Kikaiga Island off the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan, Tokuno Jima Island in the 
Tokuno Islands group, and Amami Gunto of the Amami Islands, Ryukyu 
Archipelago in Japan.  
 
The VII Fighter Command based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
assigned to escort the Superfortresses to Osaka, Japan's third largest city by 
population, on Honshu Island but ran into weather difficulty. On the way to the 
assembly point, 148 P-51s come across a solid front which extended from the sea 
to 23,000 feet. Acting on information given by a weather plane and expecting to 
break through the clouds swiftly, the fighters fly into the front only to run head on 
into a severe thunder- head which has not been seen. The Mustangs make an effort 
to turn out of the front but, flying blind in excessive turbulence, a number of the 
fighters have a collision. This tragic mistake cost 27 planes and twenty-four pilots. 
Only twenty-seven of the planes manage to make it through to escort the B-29s 
over Osaka.  
 
U.S. Marine Bombing Squadron 613 begins night harassing raids against Mille 
Island, Marshall Islands. 

 
United States Naval Air Facility is established on Peleliu Island, Palau Islands in 
the Caroline Islands. 

 
The Sixth Special Attack Unit using Kairyu type midget submarines and Kaiten 
type human torpedoes is formed at Tanabe harbor, Wakayama Prefecture near 
Osaka, Honshu Island, Japan. Rear Admiral Yokoi Tadao is selected as 
commanding officer. 

 
Japanese cargo ship Tobi Maru is torpedoed by the British submarine 
HMS Tiptoe and sinks off Matasiri Island in the Java Sea. 

 
 Indonesian nationalist leader Sukarno (Kusno Sosrodihardjo) conducts a fiery 
 speech before Japanese-sponsored Independence Commission. 
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JUNE 2 

 Aircraft from Admiral McCain's fast carriers attack Japanese airfields in  
Southern Kyushu Island, Japan. 

 
In the Mariana Islands 11 Guam-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force 
attack the airfield area on Moen Island in Truk Lagoon, Truk Atoll, Caroline 
Islands. 

 
A pair of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks enemy ammunition and fuel 
dump close to Nanyang, Burma. In China, 20 fighter-bombers strike the airfield  
at Tsinan, railroad yards, and other targets at Anyang, China, and the warehouse 
area at Paoching in China, hits a bridge near Singtai, and go after transportation in 
the Liuchow area of China. 

 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hits the Cagayan 
Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines, support U.S. Army 
ground forces in the Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and 
Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, and Ipo sectors in Bulacan province northeast of Manila, 
Luzon, and attack areas near Manila and north of Baguio. Fighter-bombers hits 
areas near Mount Mandalagan on Negros Island in the Philippines and enemy 
troops dug-in close to Bogo on Cebu Island in the Philippines. On Borneo, B-24s 
attack the Pontianak Airfield as well as Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast 
of Borneo and Labuan Islands Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo. B-25s with 
fighters escorts attack Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, 
Sandakan on the northeastern coast of Borneo, and Miri located off the 
northwestern coast of Borneo. On Formosa, Liberators bombs Hozan and the 
warehouses and dock facilities at Kiirun. 
 
During the night, Thunderbolts of the 20th Air Force fly strikes against Kyushu 
Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Tench torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship  
Mikamasan Maru south-east of Shiriyazaki, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
British submarine HMS Trident, after 63 months in the European Theater of War,  
sinks a Japanese sailing junk with demolition charges after boarding the ship in 
the Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines the 43rd Division of the U.S. Army completes 
mopping up operations in the Ipo area northeast of Manila. 
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On Luzon north of Santa Fe the Imperial Tank Annihilating Unit, a battalion of 
10th Division artillery, and 12 tanks of the 2nd Armored Division have held the 
U.S. Army attack on their defensive line since May 27 begins to fail. 
 
The 40th Division of the U.S. Army has swarmed over nearly all the last strong  
hold of organized resistance of the Japanese Army in northern Negros Island in 
the Philippines. What Japanese troops that are left make their way into the jungles 
of the interior. 
 

JUNE 3 
U.S. Navy aircraft from McCain's fast carriers attack Japanese airfields in 
southern Kyushu Island, Japan. 

 
 United States carrier Lake Champlain is commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia. 
 

U.S. Navy PT-130 and PT-189 tow four canoes containing guerrillas to Banguey 
Island off the northeast tip of North Borneo in the Sulu Sea, Dutch East Indies so 
that a fish cannery operated by the Japanese could be captured. 

 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks two Japanese coastal freighters with her 
deck gun, Tenggol Island off the coast of Terengganu in the South China Sea. 

  

              Hawker Sea Hurricane RAF single-seat fighter aircraft 

 
A single B-24, of the 11th Army Air Force, flies a radar search mission to Kataoka 
naval base on Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands. This flight is followed 
by eight Liberators using radar-bombing as well as photographing of targets 
scattered over the naval base vicinity; Seven Mitchell medium bombers take off 
from the Aleutian Islands of Alaska for an attack but four are forced to turn back 
weather conditions and the others make a low-level bomb a Masugawa River 
Cannery. 
 
Five B-25s and 25 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force destroys the warehouse area 
and damages river traffic at Liuchow in China; a couple of  B-25s hit the Sinyang-  
Lohochai railroad right away; a lone B-24, escorted by two Mustangs, damages a 
bridge near Shihkiachwang, China; four P-51s strikes a bridge close to Kiehsiu, 
China, and machine guns a train and lumber carts outside of Linfen, China. 
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B-24s and fighters aircraft of the Fifth Air Force assaults enemy resistance areas 
on Negros Island in the Philippines. B-24s attacks Kota Waringin in southwest 
Borneo, Dutch East Indie and Muara Island off northwest Borneo as B-24s bombs 
Batavia, Java in the Dutch East Indies. P-51s hits coastal cargo shipping over the 
China coast. 
 
P-47s of the 20th Air Force strafe targets on Amami-O-Shima Island, Amami 
Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago of Japan 
 
 

 8th Marines from, the 2nd Marine Division lands near Iheya Shima, Ryukyu 
Islands.  

 
 U.S. Army troops land on Balut Island, Philippine Islands. 
 

Japanese submarine I-351 delivers to Sasebo, located on the western coast of 
Kyushu Island, Japan, 132,000 gallons of gasoline to be used in Kamikaze 
training. 

 
 The Soviets ask to intercede with the Allies. 
 

United States Government protest on Japanese atrocities against POWs held in 
Japanese camps is given personally to Japanese Foreign Minister, Shigenori Togo, 
by the Swiss Minister. 

 
JUNE 4 

U.S. 4th Marines of the 6th Marine Division lands on the Oroku Peninsula, 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, in an attempt to outflank the enemy. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the III Amphibious Corps boundary are shifted 
to the west, and the 1st Marine Division-attacking in the narrowed III Amphibious 
Corps zone-are made responsible for cutting off Oroku Peninsula, capturing 
Itoman, reducing the Kunishi and Mezado ridge positions, and driving to the 
southern-most point of the island, Ara Sake. The XXIV Corps of the U.S. Army 
are assigned the Yaeju Dake-Yuza Dake Escarpment. 

 
Iheya, Shima in the Ryukyu Islands is declared secure after the 8th Marines from, 
the 2nd Marine Division finding only 3,000 confused natives. 

 
U.S. 4th Marines goes ashore on Ono Yama Island off Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Elsewhere on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands approximately half of Naha airfield 
is cleared. 
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 In the Philippines the campaign for Negros Island ends as the remaining defenders 
  withdraw into mountains. 
 
 U.S. Army troops after over coming enemy resistance capture Balut Island, 
  Philippine area. 
 

On Luzon the Imperial 2nd Armored Division initiated a withdrawal to Pingkian in 
north central Luzon. 

 
 U.S. 37th Army Division captures Aritao on Luzon, Philippines. 
 

Mexican Expeditiary Air Force (MEAF) fly their first combat missions in the  
Philippines over Manila Bay. 

 
In the Mariana Islands, 13 Guam Island-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force 
bomb the airfield and boat basin on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific 
Ocean. 

 
11 B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force radar-bomb the Kataoka Naval Base,  
Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands. Eight Mitchell medium bombers abort a shipping 
mission to Kurabu Cape on Paramushiru Island in the Kuril due to weather 
conditions. 
 
12 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force hammers the railroad yards and warehouses 
at Sinsiang in China; 10 B-25s and four P-51s repeats the attack on the yards; a 
pair of B-25s and several P-51s strike road and railroad targets from Sinyang to 
Hsuchang in China. 17 fighters- bombers strikes railroad traffic, and other targets 
around Chihsien to Liuchow, China. 
 
In the Philippines, the Far East Air Force uses fighter-bombers to attack targets in 
the Cagayan Valley on Luzon and A-20s and fighter-bombers to support 
American ground forces attacking enemy defensive positions in the Balete Pass 
that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, Aritao in north 
central Luzon, Mount Imugan in the Cagayan Valley, Luzon, Carulay is a 
barangay of the municipality of Echague in the province of Isabela in the Cagayan 
Valley of Luzon, and Bambang in north central Luzon. Liberators bomb Taihoku, 
Formosa. On Borneo, B-24s bombs Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo 
and Manggar on the eastern coast of Borneo and support Allied ground forces on 
Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo and also B-25s hits Manggar, 
Djembajan in East Borneo, and Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat 
Harbor. 
 
Eight P-51s of the Twenty Air Force, from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, 
blast the radio station on Chichi Jima Island in the Bonin Islands and strafe the 
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town of Okimura on Haha Jima Island in the Bonin Islands during the return 
flight. During the night, P-47s strike Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Tench torpedoes and sinks the Japanese transport ship Ryujin  
Maru off Hachinohe, Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
JUNE 5 

Typhoon strikes the Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands damaging 36 United  
States vessels: 

  Battleships: Alabama, Indiana, Massachusetts, and the Missouri, 
  Aircraft carriers: Bennington and Hornet,  
  Light carriers: Belleau Wood, and the San Jacinto, 
  Escort carriers: Attu, Bougainville, Salamaua, and the Windham Bay, 
  Heavy cruisers: Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and the Quincy, 
  Light cruisers: Atlanta, Detroit, Duluth, and the San Juan, 
  Destroyers: Dashiell, Blue, Brush, De Haven, John Rogers, Maddox,  
   McKee, Samuel N. Moore, Schroeder, Stockham and the Taussig,  
  Destroyer escorts: Conklin, Donaldson, and the Hilbert, 

Support ships: tanker Lackawanna, tanker Millicoma, and the ammunition 
           ship Shasta. 

 
  Kamikazes damage the following ships at Okinawa: 
  battleship Mississippi and the heavy cruiser Louisville. 
 

32 B-25s and eight P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks the city of Nanyang, 
Burma, strikes railroad yards at Anyang, China, and damages a bridge approach at 
Chuanhsien, China, and hits ferries at Ninh Binh and Dap Cau, French Indochina. 
Over 40 fighters bombs and strafes rail, river, and road traffic and other targets 
throughout southern and eastern China. 
 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force strikes targets in the 
Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines while other 
fighter-bombers support American ground actions in Cervantes in Northern 
Luzon, Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, 
Luzon, and in the Ipo battle zones in Bulacan province northeast of Manila, 
Luzon, and hammers enemy forces east of Manila. On Borneo, B-24s bombs 
Melak, a little village further upstream on the Mahakam River, East Borneo, Asa 
in North Borneo, and Kuching Airfields in North Borneo and Tarakan Island off 
the northeastern coast of Borneo and Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo, 
while B-25s and fighters attack Tuaran in North Borneo, northwest of Sabah, 
Mensalung in North Borneo, and Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat 
Harbor. B-24s assaults Taito, Formosa. 

 
473 Superfortresses, of the XXI Bomber Command, Twentieth Air Force, flies a 
fire bombing mission to Kobe on the southern side of the main island of Honshu, 
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Japan, using unusually low daylight assault.  The attack removes Kobe as an 
incendiary target, burning off 4.35 square miles in which 51,399 buildings are 
destroyed and 928 heavily damaged.  Japanese fighters fly up in force to attack the 
unescorted B-29s, making a reported 647 attacks; 11 B-29s are lost, two to 
operational problems, and 176 are damaged. The bombers claim 86 Japanese 
fighter planes shot down. 
 
Thunderbolts of the Twentieth Air Force from Le Shima off the coastline of  
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands patrols over Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, 
Ryukyu Archipelago of Japan and strafe a lighthouse. 
 

 Japanese 30th Division on Mindanao in the Philippines is been driven back to 
positions near the Pulangi River.  At this point Lt. General Morozumi orders a 
withdrawal over the mountains to the Waloe area.  The division has enough 
rations to last approximately two weeks.  It will take the division almost two 
months through the trackless mountain wilderness to reach Waloe. 
 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese coastal freighter with her deck 
gun, Tenggol Island off the coast of Terengganu in the South China Sea. 
 
U.S. Army troops destroy enemy installations on Cape San Augustin, the most 
southeasterly point in the Philippines on the island of Mindanao, Philippine 

  area. 
 

JUNE 6 
U.S. Navy escort carrier Natoma Bay and the minelayers Harry F. Bauer and J. 
William Ditter damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa. 

 
 At a Big Six meeting, Togo is handed a document composed by the Supreme   

Command entitled "The Fundamental Policy to be Followed Henceforth in the 
 Conduct of the War."  It demands an official reaffirmation of carrying the war to 
   its ultimate conclusion. 
 

Naha airfield, Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands  is cleared by the U.S. 
6th Marines. 

 
 Japanese resistance at the foot of Mount Yaeju on Luzon in the Philippines stops 
the advance of the 96th Division, U.S. Army. 
 
The advance guard of the Imperial Japanese Army 103rd Division, the 179th 
Independent Infantry Battalion, arrives at Orioung Pass on Luzon and sets up a 
defensive line. 
 
On the island of Mindanao in the Philippines the 108th and 155th Infantry 
Regiments of the U.S. Army push the remains of Imperial Japanese Army’s 30th 
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Division as they withdraw up the Agusan Valley after a vicious clash with 31st 
Division of the U.S. Army on June 5, 1945. 
 
Brazil declares war on Japan. 

 
In the Mariana Islands, 12 Guam Island-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air 
Force take off for an attack on the oil storage buildings on Eten Island, Truk Atoll 
in the Caroline Islands. 

 
11 B-25s and nine P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force attacks railroad yards  
near Siaokan in China and damages bridges, strafes Japanese gun positions, and 
strikes other targets around Saiping and Hwayuan in China; approximately 30 
fighters bomb or strafes bridges near Chihsien and Fengstun, China, and hits 
Japanese troops, railroad targets, and targets of opportunity around the Chinese 
towns of Linfen, Laohokow, Changsha, Peking, and Kweilin to Thanh Hoa, 
French Indochina. 
 
A-20s and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hits bridges in the Cagayan 
Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines and other fighter-
bombers assault Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva 
Viscaya, Luzon. On Borneo, B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers strike Labuan 
Island supply dumps in Brunei Bay off Borneo, supports Allied troops on Tarakan 
Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo, and go after targets at the Kota 
Waringin airfield southwest Borneo and the Pontianak Airfields, areas along the 
Belait River, around Brunei on northwest Borneo, and strike Miri off the 
northwestern coast of Borneo, Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo, Kudat at the 
northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, and Beaufort northern part of the 
North  Borneo.  
 
36 Ie Shima Island, off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, P-47s, 
20th Air Force, sweep the southern part of Kyushu Island, Japan, hitting numerous 
targets with rockets and machine gun fire; in the Ryukyu Islands, Ie Shima-based 
Thunderbolts patrol over Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, Ryukyu 
Archipelago, strafing a lighthouse and other buildings. 

 
JUNE 7 

Chinese forces reach Paoching, China. 
 
 U.S. Army units of the 1st Corp take Bambang, Luzon, Philippines. 
 

In the Philippines, Japanese resistance at the foot of Mount Yaeju on Luzon stops 
the advance of the U.S. Army 96th Division. 

 
 In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. 6th Marine Division on Okinawa captures the Oroku 

airfield on Oroku Peninsula. 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_nueva_viscaya.html


 1748 

 
In the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands the 7th Army Air Force uses 24 B-24s 
from Angaur Island in the Palau Islands to bomb the boat repair basin on 
Aurapushekaru Island. 

 
Seven B-25s and four P-47s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force damage a bridge 
near Anyang, China, bomb buildings close to Changsha and the airstrip at 
Paoching, China, and strike targets on a road and river sweep from Siangtan to 
Yoyang in China; 45 fighters bomb or strafe numerous targets including enemy 
troops, river traffic, town areas, and supplies in southern and eastern China and 
take out bridges at Singtai and Chihsien in China. 

 
In the Philippines, A-20s and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force strike 
Japanese personnel and defensive positions near Infanta northeast of Manila, 
bordered by Lamon Bay on the east and Tayabas Bay on the west, Luzon, at 
Mount Mapatad in Calabarzon, east of Quezon City, Luzon, in the Marikina along 
the Pasig River in Marikina to the east of Manila on Luzon, and in the Ipo sector, 
Luzon; fighter-bombers hit numerous targets in the Cagayan Valley in the 
northeastern region of Luzon and support American ground troops near Baguio in 
the mountains to the west of La Union Province, Luzon, and east of Manila. On  
Borneo, B-24s blast Brooketon in North Borneo and Muara Island off the coast of 
North Borneo in the South China Sea; B-25s and fighter-bombers hit Kudat at the 
northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, Fort Brook in the northern region of 
the island of Borneo, the town of Belait located southwest of Brunei on northwest 
Borneo, Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo, and Keningau airfield in the 
northern Borneo. 

 
Army arsenal compound (Japan’s largest), industrial buildings, and transportation 
are targeted by 409 B-29s, XXI Bomber Command, Twentieth Air Force, using 
radar because of heavy overcast to drop incendiary and high explosive bombs on 
Osaka, Japan's third largest city by population, on Honshu Island, burning out 
approximately two square miles and destroying over 55,000 buildings.  Nine other 
B-29s hit alternate targets. 138 P-51s of the VII Fighter Command escort the 
Superfortresses during this mission. Two B-29s are lost in this operation. 
 
During the night, 26 B-29s mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu 
Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and waters around Fukuoka and Karatsu, 
Japan.  
 
20 P-47s from Ie Shima Island hit a radio station, warehouses, a freighter,  
and motor launches on Kyushu Island, Japan. 

 
 United States Navy destroyer Anthony is damaged by suicide aircraft. 
 

U.S. submarine Shad torpedoes and sinks the Japanese sinks army transport Azusa 
Maru southwest of Yoso-do, Korea. 
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U.S. submarine Tench sinks the Japanese guard boat Hanshin Maru with her deck  
gun off the east coast of Hokkaido Island, Japan. 

 
 Minesweeping operations of Brunei Bay, Borneo starts. 
 

Japanese Supreme War Council presents to the Emperor a declaration titled 
"Basic Policy for the future Duration of the War," which sets back peace efforts. 
 
Japanese Cabinet resolves that they will not desert Tokyo before the final decisive 
battle. 

JUNE 8 
 Aircraft from McCain's fast carriers attack Kanoya airfields, Kyushu, Japan. 
 

15 P-51s and P-40s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks bridges near Hankow, 
China, near Sinsiang, China, and close to Tayung, China,  taking out the latter; 17 
other fighters bombs and strafes river-craft, warehouses, trucks, airfield, town 
areas, and general targets from Hwangkang to Tehsien in China. 

 
On Borneo the Far East Air Force attacks the Labuan Island Airfield off the coast 
line of Borneo with B-24s, while other heavy and medium bombers and P-38s 
attack Japanese gun positions at Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo. On 
Luzon in the Philippines fighter-bomber hit targets in the Cagayan Valley in the 
northeastern region. Due to bad weather operations over Formosa are cancelled. 

 
In the Volcano island chain 104 Iwo Jima Island-based fighters of the 20th Air 
Force take off for a strike against the Kagamigahara Airfield and Meiji Airfield in 
the Nagoya area on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan area, 
however they abort due to bad weather. 

 
 U.S Army 37th Division reaches the Magat River, Luzon in the Philippines and 

occupies the town of Solano. 
 
 In the Philippines, U.S. Army forces of the 37th Division enter Bagabag, on Luzon 

along Highway 5. 
  

 U.S. minesweeper Salute is sunk by a mine, Borneo. 
 
 American cruisers and destroyers shell Brunei Bay, Borneo. 
 
 U.S. submarine Cobia torpedoes and sinks the Japanese survey ship Hakusa and  

the Japanese tanker No.22 Nanshin Maru off southern French Indochina. 
 
U.S. submarine Dace sinks a Japanese trawler and a Japanese tug with her deck  
gun east of Hokkaido island, Japan. 
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 After evacuating 1200 troops from Batavia, the Japanese cruiser Ashigara is sunk 
 by the British submarine Trenchant, Java Sea. 
 
 An Imperial Conference is convened to present the Supreme Council's resolution 

to fight to the end, “The Fundamental Policy to be Followed Henceforth in the 
Conduct of the War,” to the Emperor for his approval. 
 
Marquis Kido, the Emperor's closest advisor, draw up for submission to the 
Emperor a vital plan of action for peace entitled "A Draft Plan of 
Countermeasures to Meet the Situation.”  He prefaced the plan with an 
explanation of the reasons why he considered it imperative to end the war without 
delay. 
 

 
JUNE 9 

 American cruisers and destroyers shell Brunei Bay, Borneo. 
 

On Luzon, in the Philippines all Japanese escape routes from Cagayan Valley in 
the northeastern are blocked. 

 
U.S. Army, 37th Division on Luzon occupies the town of Solano, Philippines. 

 
On Mindanao Island in the Philippines, the 24th Division captures the last 
Japanese stronghold at Mandog. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. 6th Marines surround and completely isolate the 
Japanese on Okinawa’s Oroku Peninsula. 
 
U.S. Marines land at Aguni Shima, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
In coordination with the U.S. Navy surface and air the 11th Army Air Force 
attacks in the Kuril Islands, six B-24 Liberators and eight B-25 Mitchell medium 
bombers flies widespread armed  weather reconnaissance and anti-shipping flights 
over Kurabu and Otomari Capes, Ichinowatashi, and Asahigawa on Paramushiru 
Island; the B-24s have little success, half of the planes discard their bombs; the B-
25s then fly a diversionary bombing mission over Araido Island on the Sea of 
Okhotsk side of the Kuril Islands where they are jumped by Japanese fighters; to 
elude them, the Mitchell’s fly over Kamchatka where Soviet AA fire shoots down 
one, killing its crew; another damaged B-25 crash-lands in Petropavlovsk on the 
north side of Avache Bay on Kamchatka. This is the first time Soviet AA hits a 
U.S. aircraft. 
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Several B-25s and over 60 P-47s, P-51s, and P-40s of the 14 Army Air Force 
damage four bridges, assaults river shipping, town areas and villages, and hits 
a variety of targets from Nanyang in Burma to Shihkiachwang in China. 

 
On Borneo, Labuan Island in Brunei Bay is bombed by B-24s of the Far East Air 
Force and other B-24s drops napalm on Brooketon on North Borneo. In the 
Philippine Islands, fighter-bombers hit the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern 
region of Luzon and support American ground forces in the Cervantes areas of 
Northern Luzon.  

 
Twentieth Air Force: Kawanishi Aircraft Plant, an important source for Imperial 
Japanese Navy planes, at Narao on the island of Honshu, Japan is bombed by 44 
B-29s.  24 B-29s hits the, Kawasaki plant at Akashi on the Seto Inland Sea west 
of Kobe, Honshu Island, by radar; however they hit the village of Akashi rather 
than the factory; two others bomb targets of opportunity. 42 B-29s attacks 
Aichi's Atsuta factory at Nagoya on the Pacific coast of central Honshu Island; 
only four bombs hit the target area but one causes a devastating fire.  During the 
night, 26 B-29s mine Shimonoseki Strait separating the Honshu Island and 
Kyushu Island of Japan. 20 P-47s 
from Le Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands strafes various 
targets on Kyushu Island, Japan. 57 P-51s from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain pounds Kagamigahara Airfield and the surrounding area in the Nagoya area 
of Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
U.S. Naval task group shells Okino Daito Jima and Minami Shima, Ryukyu  

 Islands. 
 

U.S. submarine Tinosa torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Wakatama 
 Maru, off the east coast of Korea. 
 
U.S. submarine Tench torpedoes and sinks the Japanese transport Kamishika  
Maru, off southern Hokkaido Island, Japan. 
 
Dutch submarine K-XIV sinks two small junks with her deck gun in the Java  
Sea. 

 
Japanese Chief of the Army General Staff, General Umezu, arrives in Tokyo on 
June 8 from his official mission to Dairen in Northeast China and gives the 
Emperor a pessimistic report concerning the military outlook on the continent. 

 
Marquis Kido gives his plan of action for peace to the Emperor.  After reading the 
document Hirohito gives his full approval and instructed Kido to go into 
immediate talks with the Premier and the Foreign, Navy, and War Ministers to get 
them to understand the need to press for peace.  The Diet is already in special 
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session and Kido is unable to meet with the four Government leaders until the 
session ends four days later. 

 
JUNE 10 

 American task group shells Japanese airfields and installations on Minami Daito, 
 Ryukyu Islands. 
 

On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Lt. General Simon B. Buckner, offers 
surrender terms to Lt. General Ushijima Mitsuru, commander of 32nd Army.  He 
never receives a response so the assault continues. 
 
Admiral Ota, on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, sends a message to General 
Ushijima “Enemy tank groups are now attacking our cave headquarters; the Naval 
Base Force is dying gloriously. . . ."  Shortly after sending this message Admiral 
Ota commits suicide. 
 
U.S. 1st Marine Division capture Hill 69 after a day-long assault west of Ozato on 
on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Two B-24s Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force fly with the U.S. Navy's 
Fleet Air Wing Four bombers on a shipping strike and sinks the Nichiei Maru No. 
5 off the coast of Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
14 Mustangs of the 14th Army Air Force damage a bridge near Singtai in China 
and attacks barracks, river-craft, fuel dumps, trucks and other targets in and 
around the Chinese towns of Taohsien, Lingling, Liuchow, and Kaifeng. 

 
In the Philippines, Fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hammer the 
Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and support the American 
ground troops east of Manila on Luzon. B-24s bombs Labuan Island in Brunei 
Bay off Borneo and Brooketon in North Borneo. The operation against Brooketon 
is in coordination with the landing of the Australian 9th Division on the shore of 
Brunei Bay and on Labuan and Muara Islands. 
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23 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force strike the seaplane base at Kasumigaura in 
Ibaraki, east central Honshu Island, Japan; two others hit alternate targets. 32 B-
29s bomb the Japan Aircraft Company plant at Tomioka in Futaba District, 
Fukushima, northeastern Honshu Island; 118 B-29s are send out to bomb the 
Nakajima Aircraft plant at Musashi in Tokyo Prefecture in the Kanto region of 
east central Honshu Island; clouds cover the target and they hit the Hitachi 
engineering works at Kaigan on the Tokyo Bay side of Miura Peninsula, 
Kanagawa, Honshu Island; two others hit Nakajima plants at Ogikubu, an outlying 
area of Tokyo in Suginami ward, Honshu Island, and Omiya a ward of Saitama 
city, Saitama Prefecture, north of central Tokyo; four hit alternate targets.  29 B-
29s  
attack the Tachikawa Army Air Arsenal west of Tokyo on Honshu Island and 
several others hit alternate targets. 
 
107 P-51s of the 20th Air Force escort the B-29s on their missions. In the Ryukyu 
Islands, 39 Ie Shima Island-based P-47s sweeping Kyushu Island, Japan, strafe 
numerous ground targets. 

 
 250,000 Kanto Army is mobilized and built up to a 700,000-man army. 
 
 Chinese troops capture the port of Futing, 450 miles west of Okinawa.  Ishan is 
 retaken as Chinese troops advance on Liudhow, China. 
 

American PTs-78, 81, 82, and 84 patrol Brunei Bay during the night to prevent the 
Japanese from building up beach defensives before AIF 9th Division comes 
ashore. 

 
U.S. destroyer William D. Porter is sunk by Kamikaze near Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
The British Pacific Fleet sails out of Manus Island in the Admirality Islands to 
conduct operations against Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 

 
 U.S. submarine Dace torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship  
 Hakuyo Maru, in the Sea of Okhotsk west of Shimushu Island. 
 
 U.S. submarine Flying Fish torpedoes and sinks the Japanese army cargo ship 
  Taga Maru, off Seishin northwestern Korea. 
 

Japanese submarine I-122 is sunk by the U.S. submarine Skate, Sea of Japan 
between mainland of China and the Japanese archipelago. 

 
 British lead guerrillas capture Loilem in Burma.  
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Australian troops of the 9th Division land at Brunei Bay, Borneo, as well as the 
island of Labuan in Brunei Bay off Borneo and Muara Island off the coast of 
North Borneo in the South China Sea, the largest island in Brunei district. 
 
On Negros Island in the Philippine Islands organized resistance ends, when the 
remains of the Japanese garrison starts making a general retirement deeper into 
the mountains of to continue fighting as guerrillas. 

 
 Troops of the 24th Division overrun Japanese positions on the Sayre Highway 
  between Malaybalay and Davao City, Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands. 
 

On Luzon in the Philippines, the U.S. 37th Division has their advance stopped near 
Orioung Pass in Central Luzon. 

 
JUNE 11 

United States Navy cruisers and destroyers shell enemy installations on Matsuwa 
Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Flying Fish torpedoes and sinks the Japanese army cargo ship 
Meisei Maru near Rashin, Korea. 
 
U.S. submarine Tench torpedoes and sinks the Japanese tanker No.6 Shoei Maru 
off the north-east coast of Honshu, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Tirante torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Hakuju Maru 
off Haha Jima, Bonin Islands. 

 
 Japanese forces recapture Ishan, Kwangsi Province, China. 
 

The Franck Committee on the social and political implications of the atomic 
bomb, headed by Nobel Laureate James Franck, issues a report advising against a 
surprise atomic bombing of Japan. 

 
Eight B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force on a shipping sweep over the Kuril 
Islands do not find any targets because of overcast and instead strike  
installations on Kurabu Cape, Paramushiru Island and in the Kataoka areas of 
Shimushu Island using radar bomb site. 

 
Four B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force, with fighter escort, attack the railroad 
yard at Kuanshuishih in China; 29 fighters hit bridges, rail and road traffic, river-
craft, and other targets in and around Chinese towns of Fenglochen to Kweilin. 

 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force assaults the Cagayan 
Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines and hits enemy 
forces east of Manila in the Ipo-Infanta areas of northeastern Luzon and various 
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targets north of Baguio.  On Borneo, B-24s support Australian ground forces on 
Tarakan Island off the northeastern coast of Borneo and bombs Kota Baru in 
northeast Borneo, Laoet Island off the coast line of southeast Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies, and Tawau, North Borneo on the northeast coast; P-38s hits Beaufort 
northern part of the island of North Borneo while B-25s support ground forces in 
the Brunei Bay sector. 
 
During the night, 26 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki 
Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and Tsuruga Bay on 
the Sea of Japan facing Wakasa Bay on Honshu Island, Japan.  In the Volcano 
Island chain Iwo Jima Island-based fighters hit Tokorozawa Airfield, located in 
the central part of the Musashino plain, west of Tokyo, Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
 Combat crews of the 509th Composite Group begins to arrive at North Field,  

Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands, with their B-29s Superfortresses. 
 

U.S. 1st Marine Division attempts to capture Kunishi Ridge on Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands but their attempts are foiled.  

 
U.S. 96th Division on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands,  has made their way to the town 
of Yuza but is driven back by heavy weapons fire. 
 
Advance unit of the U.S. Army arrives at Orioung Pass on Luzon in the 
Philippines where the 37th Division is stalled. 
 
On Bougainville Island in the Solomon Islands, AIF troops of the 31/51 Far North 
Queensland Regiment experience heavy casualties around Porton plantation. 
 
The Japanese on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands are bottled up on Oroku 
Peninsula but throws up fanatical resistance. 

 
 The Japanese evacuate Mandog on Mindanao Island in the Philippine Islands. 
 
  

JUNE 12 
In the Philippines, U.S. troops of the 145th Infantry Regiment captures the town of 
Orioung, Luzon after overcoming resistance in Orioung Pass. 

 
Japanese 2nd Armored Division arrives in Salinas in the Cavite area, Central 
Luzon, Philippines, for an attack against the flank of the American forces in 
Bambang in Central Luzon. 

 
Australian troops of the 9th Division capture the Labuan airstrip, Labuan Island, in 
Brunei Bay off Borneo. 

 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_benguet.html
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Under the veil of darkness the U.S. 1st Marines launch an attack against Kunisi 
Ridge, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  They are able to capture the west end of the 
ridge. 

 
Japanese forces in the Oroku Peninsula area of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, start 
committing mass suicide or surrendering. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, U.S. 7th Infantry Division breaks through the main 
Japanese line on the southeast Okinawa. 
 
The American 96th Division assaults Okinawa’s Mount Yuza with little success. 
 
On Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, the U.S. Tenth Army Combat Propaganda Team 
dropped 30,000 leaflets with an appeal to Japanese officers that” their commander 
had no regard for their safety, so as educated officers they should take 
responsibility for the care and welfare of their own men.” 
 
Resistance on Visayan Island in the Philippines ends, U.S. losses are 855 KIA and 
2,300 wounded. Japanese losses are 10,000 KIA. 
 
Australian 9th Division lands on the eastern end of Sarawak at Lutong on the 
northern coast of Borneo 

 
Seven scientist of the Chicago Atomic Laboratory deliver a petition to the  
Secretary of War Stimon asking him to consider a demonstration of the weapon 
on  
an unoccupied island before a group of international observers. 
 
12 Guam Island-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force attacks the airfield on 
Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 
 
Four B-25s of the 11th Army Air Force strafes Japanese shipping off Paramushiru  
Island near Arahata Cape of the Kuril Islands, damaging four freighters and two 
barges. 

 
A couple of B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force takes out a bridge near 
Yutze in China while four escorting P-47s hits nearby AA positions and 
afterwards hit railroad targets in Linfen, China. Nine P-51s and two P-61s 
damages a bridge close to Hengyang in China, attack a storage area at 
Yunganshih, China, and attacks railroad targets, enemy troops, horses, AA 
positions, and road traffic in Neikiuhsien and Hengyang in China. 

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force exacts heavy devastation on the navy yard and 
dock area at Hong Kong Island in China and the railroad yards at Saigon in French 
Indochina. Two B-32s bomb the airstrip on Batan Island the second largest of the 
Batanes Islands in the Philippines. Several fighter-bombers and B-25s hit Cagayan 
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Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines while other fighter-
bombers supports ground forces near Baguio in the mountains to the west of La 
Union Province, Luzon, and Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija 
and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, and east of Manila, others planes concentrate on 
Tarakan Island in the Brunei Bay area, and coastal routes in northern Borneo. 

 
U.S. submarine Tinosa sinks the Japanese cargo ship Keito Maru with her deck 
gun off Bokuko Ko, Korea. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tench sinks two Japanese trawlers with her deck gun off the east  
 coast of Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
JUNE 13 

 Ambassador Sato Naotake sends a cable to Tokyo from Moscow stating that 
 Vyacheslav Molotov, a Soviet diplomat, did not have the time to talk with him. 
 

The Japanese Diet passes the emergency war measures and adjourns. 
 
 Australian troops capture Brunei City, Borneo. 
 

The U.S. 24th Corps begin attacking Japanese-held caves on Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands with flamethrowers. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands on Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa, all resistance comes to an 
end after many Japanese commit suicide.  169 Japanese surrender, a record. 

 
Japanese caves on Mounts Yaeju and Yuza as well as on Hills 115 and 153 of 
Okinawa are wiped out one at a time by flame throwing tanks. 

 
U.S. Army penetrates the Japanese defensive line at Orioung Pass on Luzon, 
Philippines, but a enemy counter-attack blocks the advance. 

 
In the Philippines on Luzon the Imperial 4th Air Division receives an order 
directing the remnants of the division to withdraw from Echague in the center of 
Luzon and join the main strength of the Area Army.  If they are unable to make 
contact with the Area Army the division is to engage in guerrilla operations in the 
area east of Echague. 
 
Australian troops free the town of Brunei located on the north coast of the island 
of Borneo. 
 
In China the Japanese make preparations to leave Liuchow and Kweilin. 

 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_benguet.html


 1758 

13 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force, from Guam in the Mariana Islands, 
bombs the airfield on Moen Island, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 

 
In China 11 B-25s and seven P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force damages the 
Kaifeng  railroad yards and strafes a communications center south of Puchou; 
eight  
Mustangs damage a pair of bridges at Fenglochen, China, and Shihkiachwang, 
China, and strikes railroad targets around Fenglochen and Suchow in China. 

 
On Formosa, bad weather hamper B-24s of the Far East Air Force; a few hit 
Toshien, the primary target and others hits alternates including Toko, Koshun, 
Kontei, Garan-bi Point, Taito, the Mako Naval Base in the Pescadores Islands 
west of Formosa and other targets and two B-32s bombs Koshun Airfield at the 
southern tip of Formosa. In the Philippines, A-20s and fighter-bombers bombs 
the Cervantes in Northern Luzon and Marikina area along the Pasig River to the 
east of Manila on Luzon, targets in the Cagayan Valley. On Borneo, B-24s bombs 
the Balikpapan-Sepinggang area; B-25s and fighter-bombers supports Australian 
ground forces in the Brunei Bay area of Borneo and flies over Borneo from Kudat 
to Miri.  

 
During the night, 29 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop mines in the 
Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and in 
the waters at Niigata on the northwest coast of Honshu Island and faces the Sea of 
Japan and Sado Island.  
 
Nearly 40 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline 
of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands strafes and fire rockets at ships, buildings, a 
radio station, barracks, and airfields on or around Amakusa Jima on south central 
Kyushu Island, Amami-O-Shima Islands in the Ryukyu Archipelago, and Tokuno 
Jima island in the Tokuno Islands group, Japan. 

 
U.S. submarine Bonefish torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Oshikasan 
Maru in the Sea of Japan, between mainland of China and the Japanese 
archipelago. 

 
JUNE 14 

 After a five-day battle at Ishan, China, the Chinese gain possession of the city. 
 

U.S. Joint Chiefs-of-Staff issues directives to all top military leaders in the Pacific 
to prepare plans for the occupation of Japan should Tokyo surrender. 

 
The pre-landing shelling of Balikpapan landing beaches on the southeast coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies and enemy targets begins. This will be the longest 
target preparation for any amphibious operation of World War II. 
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In the Ryukyu Islands on Okinawa the U.S. Tenth Army Combat Propaganda 
Team dropped 25,000 leaflets addressed to the Japanese soldiers. The leaflet 
pointed out that although the Americans were trying to save their lives, their own 
officers were willing to see them all killed. 

 
 U.S. 7th Marines capture Kunisi Ridge, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

U.S. Army troops of the 96th Division captures Mount Yagu, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
The 6th Reconnaissance Company secures Senaga Shima, an island in the 
Ryukyus Islands lying off the southeast coast of Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa Area. 
 
U.S. Army and Filipino forces are engaged in the Battle of Bessang Pass in Ilocos 
Sur province in Northern Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Filipino forces of the 15th, 66th, and 121st Infantry Regiment, Philippine 
Commonwealth Army, United States Armed Forces in the Philippines-Northern 
Luzon, completes and captures Cervantes, Ilocos Sur after the Battle of Bessang 
Pass in Northern Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Bessang Pass in northern Luzon is captured, after a hard fought battle among 
mountain peaks against entrenched Japanese positions, by three guerrilla 
regiments that have been aided by a battalion of U.S. field artillery. 
 
U.S. Army, 145th Infantry breaks up the Japanese blockade of Orioung Pass, 
Luzon, Philippines. 
 
On Luzon in the Philippines, the Imperial 4th Air Division is having to withdrawn 
from Echague in the center of Luzon and move to Oscariz in Cagayan Valley, 
Luzon, but, after crossing the Magat River, they are unsuccessfully in rendezvous 
with the Area Army. 
 
By this date all Japanese forces remaining in the Cagayan Valley of Luzon are 
isolated from the Kiangan stronghold in North Luzon. 
 
In Rangoon, Burma, a parade is held to celebrate the capture of the city. 
 

 British naval units shells Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
 

In China the Fourteenth Army Air Force sorties 42 P-51s Mustangs to strike 
bridges, shipping, AA positions, railroad targets, trucks, and communications 
around the Chinese towns of Hengyang, Hankow, Yoyang, Lingling, Anyang, 
Szeshui, Hohsien, Shihkiachwang, Neikiuhsien and Puchou. 
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B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hits areas around the 
Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines, Cervantes 
in Northern Luzon, northern Baguio in the mountains to the west of La Union 
Province, Luzon,, and east of Manila. On Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies, 
B-24s attacks warehouses at Parepare and a enemy personnel areas at Sidate. B-
24s bombs AA positions at Balikpapan, on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies.  

 
The Franck Committee Report – with its recommendation that the bomb be 
demonstrated to Japan before being used on civilians – is taken by Arthur 
Compton to Los Alamos, and copies are given to Enrico Fermi, Ernest Lawrence 
and Robert Oppenheimer. 

 
JUNE 15 

 OSS, Office of Strategic Services, forces finish clearing Shan Hill, Burma. 
 

On Luzon Filipino guerrillas capture Cervantes in Northern Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. 

 
U.S. 37th Division advances to within three miles of Santiago on Luzon after 
overcoming heavy resistance in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of 
Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Several B-25s, 47 P-51s, and P-47s takes out a bridge 
close to Shihkiachwang, China, damages and attacks others, and hits trucks, 
barracks, river-craft, storage facilities, gun positions, railroad targets, and other 
targets. 

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force blast Taichu Airfield on Formosa as B-25s strike 
the town of Rokko on Formosa and the Formosan airfield at Okaseki. In the 
Philippine Islands, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers hit various targets, 
concentrating on the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon, the 
Cervantes area of Northern Luzon, and the Antipolo-Ipo sector east of Manila on 
Luzon. On Borneo, B-24s hammer gun positions at Balikpapan on the southeast 
coast and B-25s and P-38s attack areas between Brunei located on the north coast 
of the island and Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor. 

 
444 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force fly an incendiary mission against the Osaka-
Amagasaki urban area of Honshu Island, ending a month of intense fire raids 
against large Japanese cities; an extra 1.9 square miles of Osaka and 0.59 square 
miles of Amagasaki are destroyed; 25 other B-29s hits alternate targets. Two 
Superfortresses are lost during this mission. Phase I of the urban area program of 
the B-29 fire-bombing raids is completed. During the night, 30 B-29s drop mines 
in Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and 
waters around Fukuoka on the northern shore of the island of Kyushu, Karatsu on 
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the island of Kyushu, and Fushiki situated in Toyama, Hokuriku, on the Sea of 
Japan side of Honshu Island. 
 
123 P-51s of the 20th Air Force, VII Fighter Command, are send off as escort for 
the B-29s however 380 miles from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain the 
Mustangs are warned by a weather plane of a towering front over Japan and they 
abort the mission. 

 
 U.S. submarine Flying Fish sinks ten Japanese sailing vessels with her deck gun 
  off northwestern Korea. 
 

British submarine HMS Taciturn sinks a Japanese early air warning picket hulk, 
the salvaged Dutch submarine K XVIII and the Japanese auxiliary submarine 
chaser Cha 105, using her deck gun in the Madoera Strait north of Surabaya, Java. 
Australian forces finish clearing the islands of Labuan in Brunei Bay off Borneo 
and Muara off the coast of North Borneo in the South China Sea, the largest island 
in Brunei district. 
 
The 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, arrive on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
and are attached to the 1st Marine Division. 
 
Marquis Kido meets with Foreign Minister Togo to go over his plan, "A Draft 
Plan of Countermeasures to Meet the Situation.” He tells Togo that he has the 
Emperor's full approval to go forward with the proposal. Next he asks Togo to 
draw up without delay a definite and detailed plan.  The Foreign Minister is in 
general accord with Kido's plan. Togo points out those efforts are already in 
process with a view to securing Soviet mediation. Togo is surprised to discover 
that neither Kido nor the Emperor has been informed of the decisions reached at 
leaders' conferences in mid-May with respect to diplomatic action with the Russia. 
 

JUNE 16 
 British naval units shell Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands. 
 

In the Kuril Islands, four B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force bombs and strafes 
 
enemy shipping off Suribachi Bay, Paramushiru Island and a radar site on 
Minami Cape, Shimushu Island; four B-25s on a shipping strike scores a near  
miss on a freighter in Asahi Bay and hits targets around Torishima in Chain;  
mechanical failures force two of the B-25s to fly to the city of Petropavlovsk- 
Kamchatsky on the Avacha Bay, Russia. 

 
A pair of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force hits Japanese supply movements in 
China on the Paoching-Hengyang road; 41 P-51s strike at bridges, shipping, road 
transport, power facilities, and railroad traffic, taking out bridges near the Chinese 
towns of Siangtan, Changsha, and Suchow; rail, road and river traffic is attacked 
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near the Chinese towns of Yoyang, Hengyang, Kuanyang, Shou-yang, Peking, and 
Linfen in China. A power plant at Uong Bi, French Indochina receives a great deal 
of damage. 

 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force strikes Japanese 
personnel and supply dumps in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of 
Luzon in the Philippines, and support U.S. Army ground forces in the Cervantes 
sector of Northern Luzon. On Borneo, B-24s attack Balikpapan gun emplacements 
on the southeast coast, Tawau on the northeast coast, and Samarinda on the banks 
of the Mahakam River in North Borneo, while B-25s hits the Brunei Bay area on 
the north coast of the island and fighter-bombers attacks the airfields at Miri off 
the northwestern coast of Borneo, Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo, and 
Keningau airfield in the northern Borneo, and through northern Borneo. On 
Formosa, over 90 B-24s blast Kiirun harbor and the town of Takao and three B-
32s bombs Taito.  

 
5th and 6th Aircraft Repair Units (Floating) begin evacuating wounded soldiers 
from the frontlines on Luzon using Sikorsky R-4Bs and R-6As helicopters. 
 
P-61s Black Widows of the XXth Air Force arrive on Ie Shima Island and take 
over night missions against Kyushu Island, Japan from the P-47s; other P-61s fly 
night intruder missions over Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, Ryukyu 
Archipelago, bombing various targets of opportunity; 38 P-47s from Ie Shima 
Island dive-bomb boats, AA positions, runways, and buildings on Kikai Island, 
Japan. 

 
The Interim Committee’s Scientific Panel meets in Robert Oppenheimer’s office 
in Los Alamos to talk about some scientists concerns about warning Tokyo with a 
public demonstration. 
 
U.S. forces of the 381st Infantry Regiment take Mount Yagu, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
U.S. Navy carrier planes attacks Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Guardfish sinks a Japanese fishing vessel with her deck gun east 
of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
United States escort carrier Steamer Bay is damaged by aircraft operational 
casualty, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
JUNE 17 

The Japanese 32nd Army defensive line is broken by U.S. Army units, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, 7th Division captures the Okinawa hills of 115 and 153. 
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Admiral Minoru Ota, commander of the Japanese naval base on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, commits hara-kiri. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands, on Okinawa the 7,000-foot runway at Yontan airfield is 
completed. 
 
The XXIV Corps, U.S. Army, gains control of all the commanding ground on the  
Yaeju Dake-Yuza Dake Escarpment, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
U.S. Army 37th Division retakes from the Japanese the town of Naguilian, Luzon, 
Philippines. 

  
British submarine HMS Taciturn sinks a Japanese sailing junk near Surabaya,  
Java. 

British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese trawler and a junk off 
Surabaya, Java.  

Henry H. "Hap" Arnold, Commanding General U.S. Army Air Forces, requests of 
Lieutenant General Albert C. Wedemeyer, Commanding General U.S. Forces in 
China, that Lieutenant General George E. Stratemeyer replace Major General 
Clare L. Chennault as head of Fourteenth Army Air Forces in China. 

 
 Four B-25s of the Eleventh Army Air Force attacks Japanese shipping near  

Kataoka, Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands; one ship the Kongo Maru is seen 
blowing up, another is sighted on fire after a strafing run; four other B-25s fly a 
shipping sweep from Shimushu to Kurabu Cape on the island of Paramushiru, 
Kuril Islands. 
Several ships are observed but cannot be attacked because of land-based AA fire. 
 
A couple of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force strike road and rail supply 
movements in the Paoching and Hengyang areas of China; two B-25s and four P-
47s impair a bridge at Linmingkuan, China; 54 P-51s, P-47s, and P-61s attack 
road transport, railroad, river traffic, gun positions, bridges, and other targets from 
Kukong to Shihkiachwang in China; and  P-47s hit a communications center at 
Puchou in China. 
 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force fly over the Cagayan 
Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines attacking targets and 
numerous other military objectives throughout northern Luzon; many of the 
strikes support the U.S. Sixth Army forces. B-24s strike the Balikpapan area on 
the southeast coast of Borneo hitting oil targets and gun positions; B-25s and P-
38s hits the town of Limbang on the island of Borneo and fly from Beaufort on the 
northern part of North Borneo, hitting Beaufort buildings, several 
communications targets. Then to Jesselton on Borneo attacking a variety of sites 
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follow up by strikes on personnel areas on Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off 
Borneo. On Formosa, B-24s strike industrial and railroad targets at Kiirun and P-
38s hits a railroad bridge and trucks at Soton. 

 
25 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating 
Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and waters around Kobe on the 
southern side of the main island of Honshu; two others mine alternate targets.  
 
117 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attacks the Kagoshima urban area on the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu and one hits an alternate target; 2.15 
square miles are destroyed. 116 B-29s hits the Omuta urban area by the Ariake 
Sea on southern Kyushu Island and three hit alternate targets; the is the heaviest 
attack of the five but only 0.217 square miles are destroyed, approximately 4.1% 
of the city's area. 130 B-29s hits the Hamamatsu urban area in western Shizuoka 
Prefecture, on the Pacific coast side of Honshu Island; 2.44 square miles are 
destroyed.  89 B-29s attacks the Yokkaichi urban area on northeastern Kii 
Peninsula by Ise Bay bordering the Pacific Ocean on Honshu Island; 1.23 square 
miles are destroyed.  
 
33 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands bombs and strafes shipping, the airfield, villages, 
a bridge, radar, and radio facilities on Amami Gunto Island in the Amami Islands, 
Ryukyu Archipelago and Tokuno Jima Island in the Tokuno Islands group. During 
the night, P-61s from Ie Shima Island fly an unsuccessful mission due to weather 
to Amami Gunto and Kyushu Island of Japanese home islands. 

 
All Japanese forces in south China commence withdrawing northward in five long  
columns between the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers. 

 
JUNE 18 

 U.S. battleships and destroyers shell installations on Emidj Island, Jaluit Atoll, 
 Marshall Islands. 
 

U.S. submarine Apogon torpedoes and sinks the Japanese troop transport Hakuai 
Maru southwest of Paramushiro, Kuril Islands. 

 
U.S. submarine Bonefish torpedoes and sinks the Japanese Konzan Maru in the 
Sea of Japan in the western Pacific between mainland of China and the Japanese 
archipelago.  The Bonefish is later sunk with all hands by the Japanese escort 
vessels Okinawa, Kaibokan No.63, Kaibokan No.75, Kaibokan No.158 and 
Kaibokan No.207. 
 
PT-241 and PT-223 sight a periscope of a midget submarine off Borneo.  They 
attempt to sink the sub with a depth charge, however the water is to shallow for 
the charges to go off. 
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Organized resistance ends on Mindanao in the Philippines.   
 
 

 
 

Australian forces reach Tutong in Borneo. 
 
Elements of the U.S. 37th Division fighting on Luzon, captures the Ilagan Airfield 
in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines then 
crosses the Ilagan River. 

 
British submarine HMS Trident sinks a Japanese landing craft with her deck gun  
in the Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea. 

 
Admiral Forrest. B. Royal dies of a heart attack on route from Borneo in the 
Dutch East Indies to Leyte in the Philippines on board the Amphibious Force 
Command Ship Rocky Mount. 

 
YMS-50 is damaged by a mine and is sunk by friendly gunfire off Balikpapan on 
the southeast coast of Borneo. 

 
On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the commander of the U.S. Tenth Army, 
Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr., is killed by fragments of coral 
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thrown up by artillery shell.  General Geiger of the 2nd Marine Division assumes 
command. 
 
Tank-infantry teams of the 2nd Battalion of the 5th U.S. Marines destroy the last  
organized Japanese resistance on Kunishi Ridge, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Premier Suzuki calls a meeting of the Supreme War Direction Council to discuss 
peace as instructed by Emperor Hirohito.  The Chiefs of the Army and Navy 
 

 
                                    U.S.S. submarine Bonefish.   U.S. Navy photo. 

 
General Staffs and War Minister Anami stay united in their conviction that Japan 
should continue to fighting as long as the Allies insisted upon unconditional 
surrender. They tell the Premier that Japan’s chances of securing a change of the 
Allies terms if the battle be fought on the home islands were heavy losses could be 
inflicted on the invading forces. 
 
In Tokyo Marquis Kido holds a meeting with War Minister Anami to learn the 
army’s attitude on the war and peace.  Anami tells Kido that at this time the war is 
bad but insisted that it is necessary to wage the war on because it needs to be 
fought on Japan soil to inflict heavy losses on the Americans before initiating 
peace action. 

 
 Joint Chiefs of Staff approves the invasion plans of Japan.  The First landing, 

Code-named Olympic, will be the assault on Kyushu Island on November 1, 1945.   
Then in April of 1946 will be the assault on Honshu Island, code-name Coronet. 
 
Six B-24s from the 11th Army Air Force joins U.S. Navy planes in an strike on 
Kataoka, Shimushu Island and at Tomari Cape, Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands; 
cloud cover prevents observation; one B-24 flies a radar-ferret mission over the 
Kuril Islands. 
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Approximately 70 P-51s, P-61s, and P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force fly strikes 
Against the Japanese withdrawal from southern and eastern China, attacking 
bridges, villages and town areas, barracks, troop concentrations, motor transport, 
shipping and rail traffic, and targets of opportunity.  

 
B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hammers targets in 
the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines, Balete 
Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, and 
Cervantes areas in Northern Luzon, and other locations. B-24s bomb enemy troop 
concentrations on Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo and Miri off the 
northwestern coast of Borneo, Manggar Airfield on the eastern coast of Borneo 
and Sepinggang defenses on the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan and 
B-25s supports ground forces on Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo. On 
Formosa, B-24s demolish a block of buildings and several warehouses and small 
vessels in Kiirun Harbor area, P-51s hits Taien and Toyohara Airfields and other 
targets while P-38s start several fires in the town of Kari. 

 
JUNE 19 

 British and Indian forces cross into Thailand from Burma. 
 

On Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, all Japanese defenders are ordered to fight to 
the death. 

 
In the Ryukyu Islands, the American propaganda machine using loudspeakers and 
leaflet have persuaded 343 Japanese on Okinawa to surrender. 

 
 Australian forces land at Menpakul, North Borneo. 
 

U.S. Army units capture Ilagan, Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of 
Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
In the Philippines, the Imperial Japanese 2nd Armored Division located at Salinas 
on Luzon is ordered withdraw to Antipolo east of Manila. 

  
22 Guam Island-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs the airfield 
on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island. 

 
A single B-24 of the 11th Army Air Force flies a coordinated shipping hunt, the  
theater's longest mission, a 2,700-mile roundtrip lasting 15.5 hours flying as 
far as Uruppu Island in the southwestern Kuril Islands, between the Urup and Friz 
straits.  The Liberator then turns north and drops bombs on a small convoy 25 
miles southwest of Shimushu Bay, Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands, sinks a vessel, 
heavily damaging another, and setting two ablaze; another B-24 bombs and 
photographs Matsuwa Island in the Kuril Islands. 

 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_nueva_viscaya.html
http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_nueva_viscaya.html
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In China, five B-25s and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out a bridge 
on the Pinghan railroad while four P-51s destroys another bridge near Kihsien on 
the Tungpu railroad right away. Over 70 P-51s Mustangs smash up several 
bridges, attack rail, road and river traffic, supplies dumps, troops encampments, 
and general targets of opportunity throughout southern and eastern China. 
 
A-20s and fighter- bombers of the Far East Air Force hits targets on Luzon Island, 
in the Philippines such as Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region in support of 
guerilla offensive, and around Cervantes in the north of the island. On Borneo, B-
24s bombs fortifications and AA guns at Balikpapan on the southeast coast of 
Borneo while B-25s hits targets including Keningau Airfield in northern Borneo 
and targets at Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor. On 
Formosa, B-24s bombs the docks, warehouses, and railroad yards at Kiirun and B-
25s hammer the Shoka railroad yards and P-51s go after AA positions between 
Rokko and Toyohara; two bridges in the Shoka area are destroyed or badly 
damaged.  

 
136 B-29s, Twentieth Air Force using incendiary, hits the Toyohashi urban area in 
southeastern Aichi Prefecture south of Enshu Bay on the Pacific Ocean side of 
Honshu Island destroying 1.7 square miles. 221 B-29s attacks the Fukuoka urban 
area on the northern shore of the island of Kyushu destroying 1.37 square miles; 
other B-29s attack alternate targets. 123 B-29s attack the Shizuoka urban area 
halfway between Tokyo and Nagoya on Honshu Island destroying 2.25 
square; one B-29 hits an alternate target. During this mission a single 
Superfortresses is lost.  
 
28 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating 
Honshu Island and Kyushu Island and the waters at Niigata on the northwest coast 
of Honshu Island, Miyazu city in Kyoto Prefecture on the Sea of Japan side of 
Honshu Island, and Maizuru in Maizuru Bay by Kyoto on an inlet of the Sea of 
Japan in the central part of the island of Honshu.  
 
47 Ie Shima Island, off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, P-47s of 
the Twentieth Air Force bombs the airfield on Tokuno Island in the Tokuno 
Islands group. 16 Thunderbolts patrol without incident over Amami-O-Shima 
Island of the Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago. 117 fighters take off from Iwo 
Jima in the Volcano Island chain to fly to Kagamingahara Airfield in the Gifu 
Prefecture of central Japan on Honshu Island and Meiji but are forced to abort 
because of bad weather. 
 
At Taipie Prison on Formosa 14 U.S. Air Force airmen are executed by the 
Japanese. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tinosa torpedoes and sinks the Japanese army cargo ship Wakae  
 Maru off the east coast of Korea. 
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 The Japanese execute en-mass Indian Punjabi POWs at Kuala Belait in Malaya. 
 

JUNE 20 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft attack Japanese installations on Wake Island in the 
Central Pacific Ocean. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tinosa torpedoes and sinks the Japanese army cargo ship Taito  
 Maru and the cargo ship Kaisei Maru off the east coast of Korea. 
 

In French Indochina, eight B-25s and six P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force takes 
out a pair of bridges near Quang Tri and My Chanh and blows up surrounding AA 
positions while other fighter-bombers sink several river steamers in a canal at 
Haiphong. In China, 37 P-51s strike rail, road, and river traffic, bridges, 
and other types of targets around Liuchow, to Fort Bayard in Zhanjiang, China; a 
bridge at Hankow, China, is demolished and several others damaged. 

 
A-20s and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hammer the Japanese on 
Luzon Island in the Philippines and directly support a guerilla offensive in the 
Cayagan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon. B-24s again bomb AA 
positions in the Balikpapan in the southeast coast of Borneo. B-24s bombs 
Shinchiku Airfield on Formosa. 

 
14 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands bombs and strafes ships, buildings, a lighthouse, 
and a village on Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago and 
the airfield on Tokuno Island in the Tokuno Islands group of Japan; 38 others 
bomb the airfield at Omura on Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands, and hits Tokuno on the  
flight back to Ie Shima Island. 

  
The Emperor summons the Supreme War Council to a conference in which he 
tells them:"You will consider the question of ending the war as soon as possible." 

 
 Chinese troops capture the port of Wenchow, China 
 
 All southern Philippine islands of Bohol, Cebu, Negros, Palawan, and Panay are 
 declared secure by the U.S. 8th Army Headquarters. 
 
 In the Philippines, Filipino Guerillas capture the Luzon town of Tuguegarao. 
 

Approximately 1,000 Japanese soldiers defending Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, lay  
down their weapons and surrender, an unprecedented action for the Imperial 
Japanese Army. 
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In the Ryukyu Islands, on Okinawa the U.S. Army 32nd Infantry Regiment has 
made their way to the base of Hill 89 near Mabuni. 

 
Australian troops land unopposed at Lutong, a suburb of Miri, a city in northern 
Sarawak, on North Borneo. 

 
Foreign Minister Togo goes directly to the Emperor to go over the steps taken to 
pave the way for Russian mediation, while Premier Suzuki informed Kido of the 
outcome of the six leaders' conference on the 18th. 

  
JUNE 21 

U.S. forces take Japanese headquarters located on top of Hill 69, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
Organized resistance in the III Amphibious Corps zone on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, ends as elements of the 1st Marine Division capture Hill 8l, and the 29th 
Marines swept through Ara Sake, the southernmost point of the island.  
 
The body of General Ushijima is found in a cave in Hill 89 on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, where he has committed suicide by men of the U.S. Army 32nd Infantry 
Regiment. 

 
In the Philippines Aparri, at the northeast tip of Luzon, Philippine Islands, is 
captured. 

 
 U.S. submarine Barb sinks two small Japanese tugs with her deck gun off the 
  north-west coast of Hokkaido Island, Northern Japan. 
  

U.S. destroyer escort Halloran and the seaplane tenders Cutriss and Kenneth 
Whiting are damaged by Kamikaze, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
24 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana Islands 
attacks Japanese fuel oil storage and power plant buildings on Eten Island in Truk 
Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 

 
16 B-25s, in French Indochina, fly for the Fourteenth Army Air Force strikes a  
Japanese fort at Bac Ninh, hits railroad yards and trains at Thanh Hoa, Phu Dien, 
Yen Li Station, Ha Trung, and Ninh Binh, impairs a tunnel at La Son, attacks a 
barge concentration at Ha Dong, and assaults a train near the Duc Tho bridge.    
Nearly 40 P-51s Mustangs and P-38s lightings batter road, rail, and river 
transport, coastal shipping, Japanese troops encampments, supply lines, and other 
targets.  

 
In the Philippines, Far East Air Force Fighter-bombers attacks Japanese positions 
and supply dumps in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon, 
other locations in the Marikina located along the Pasig River in Marikina to the 
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east of Manila on Luzon and Infanta areas northeast of Manila, bordered by 
Lamon Bay on the east and Tayabas Bay on the west, Luzon are hit. On Borneo, 
B-24s pounds the Balikpapan town area on the southeast coast, Manggar Airfield 
on the eastern coast, Sepinggang defenses on the southeast coast east of 
Balikapan, and Oelin Airfield on southeastern Borneo and B-25s drop bombs on 
the town of Keningau in northern Borneo while P-38s blast the nearby airfield; the 
fighter-bombers attacks Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor 
and caves near Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo. On Formosa, P-38s hits 
targets at Mato and Kagi and targets of opportunity along the western coast. 

 
Twentieth Air Force: 25 B-29s mines the sea approaches around Fushiki situated 
in Toyama, Hokuriku, on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Senzaki in 
Nagato on the Sea of Japans side of Honshu Island, Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, 
facing Nanao Bay, Honshu Island, and Yuya Bay, opening up to Hibiki-nada Sea 
of the Sea of Japan, Honshu Island, Japan, during the night; two others mine 
alternate areas. 

 
JUNE 22 

In the Ryukyu Islands, after 82 days of fighting Okinawa is declared secured.  In 
winning the island the  American suffer 12,520 KIA's and 36,631 wounded.  
The Japanese loss 110,000 with 7,400 captured.  7,830 enemy aircraft are lost or 
destroyed in Kamikaze attacks that account for the U.S. Navy losing 4,907 men 
and 36 vessels.  U.S. military became alarmed at the numbers and fear that the 
resistance on the Japanese home islands will be even greater. 

 
On Okinawa at Mabuni, Lieutenant General Mitsuru Ushijima issues a directive 
ordering the remaining troops to die an honorable death.  He then writes a letter of 
apology to the emperor after which he committed suicide along with most of his 
senior officers. 

 
The 7th and 97th U.S. Army Divisions and 1st and 6th U.S. Marine Divisions are 
ordered to conduct a sweep to the north on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 

 
 Suicide planes attack shipping around Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 

511th Parachute Regiment lands on the airfield south of Aparri, at the northeast tip 
of Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

 
 Japanese take back Tuguegarao on Luzon from the Filipino guerrillas. 
 

Japanese Emperor calls an Imperial Conference where he points out Japan’s 
military and her people have experienced extreme difficulty during the war.  He 
feels that there is yet more to come from the Americans air attacks.  He exhorts 
the Supreme Command and the Cabinet to not only prepare Japan for farther 
military action but in veil terms request that they consider alternatives to the 
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decision to fight to the end.  Those attending are Prime Minister Admiral Suzuki, 
Foreign Minster Shigenori Togo, and President of the Privy Council. 

 
Australian forces capture Sarawak on the northern coast of Borneo. 

 
 All Japanese resistance ends on Tarakan off the northeastern coast of Borneo. 
 

Chinese troops reach the gates of Liuchow, China, as retreating Japanese units set 
the city on fire. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tirante sinks a Japanese sailing vessel with her deck gun in the  
 Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 

British submarine HMS Vivid sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the  
Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China 
Sea. 

 
Landing craft repair ship Endymion is damaged by a torpedoes fired from the  
Japanese submarine I-36 off Saipan in the Mariana Islands. 

 
Major General John B. Brooks relieves Brigadier General Isaiah Davies as 
Commanding General, Eleventh Army Air Force. 
 
23 B-25s and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force assaults trucks, trains, and 
Japanese gun positions in the Hanoi area of French Indochina, and in China, 
bombs railroad yards and barracks area at Sinsiang, China, attacks rail and road 
targets, buildings, and a radar station  in the Showyang area of China, takes out a 
bridge close to Saiping, China, and bombs s a bridge north of Hsuchang, China; 
approximately 40 fighters strike rail, road, and river traffic, artillery 
emplacements, defensive line positions, and other targets of opportunity in French 
Indochina and southern and eastern China. 

 
Fighter-bombers of the FEAF supporting the U.S. 6th Army’s ground action by 
hammering Japanese concentrations and positions in the Cagayan Valley n the 
northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines. On Borneo, B-24s hit Balikpapan 
gun and defensive positions on the southeast coast of Borneo while B-25s hits 
nearby warehouses and numerous other buildings and P-38s dive-bomb and 
scores direct hits on pillboxes. On Formosa, B-24s hits the Toshien oil facilities 
and P-38s attack Mato while two B-32’s blast gun positions and barracks at Heito. 

 
446 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force fly six missions to targets on southern 
Honshu Island, Japan during the day. 162 B-29s pounds the Kure Naval Arsenal 
on Hiroshima Bay, southeast of Hiroshima destroying the yet completed 
submarines I-204, I-352 and damaging the RO-67and 12 others planes hits 
alternate targets. Two Superfortresses are lost during this mission. 108 B-29s blast 
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the Mitsubishi aircraft plant at Tamashima in Shiga Prefecture on the west side of 
Lake Biwa; 10 others hits alternate targets. 52 B-29s attacks the Kawanishi 
aircraft plant at Himeji in Hyogo Prefecture in the Kansai region of Japan while 
four others hit alternate targets. 34 B-29s bombs the Mitsubishi and Kawasaki 
aircraft plants at Kagamigahara in the Gifu Prefecture of central Japan and 10 
others attacks alternate targets. 25 B-29s damages the Kawasaki aircraft factory at 
Akashi on the Seto Inland Sea west of Kobe, Honshu Island, and one hits an 
alternate target. Six B-29s of the 313th Wing, unable to find their primary target, 
dropped seventeen 4,000-pound bombs on the Second Naval Fuel Depot at 
Yokkaichi, in Mie Prefecture facing Ise Bay, southwest of Nagoya, Honshu Island, 
damaging about 15 per cent of the plant. 
 
Over 40 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline 
of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands fly combat patrols over Amami Gunto Island, 
Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago.  Six B-29s of the 313th Wing, unable to 
find their primary target, dropped seventeen 4,000-pound bombs on the Second 
Naval Fuel Depot at Yokkaichi, damaging about 15 per cent of the plant. 

 
JUNE 23 

U.S. paratroops of the 511th Regiment and glider units join up with Filipino 
guerrilla forces on Luzon near Aparri at the northeast tip of Luzon, Philippine 
Islands, and start closing in on Japanese troops. 
 
Tenth U.S. Army begins an intensive campaign to mop up southern Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
General Joseph W. Stilwell assumed command of ground forces on Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands, from Marine Lt. General Roy S. Geiger, who had to take over 
when General Buckner was killed on June 18th. 
 
Elsewhere on Okinawa General Ushijima and Lt. General Cho Isamu, Chief-of-
Staff of the Imperial 32nd Army commit suicide. 
 
In China, Chinese forces reach Liuchow city gates as the city burns from the 
retreating Japanese. 

 
Two B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force on a shipping sweep between Matsuwa 
and Paramushiru Islands in the Kuril Islands sinks a freighter, damage two more, 
and hits a whale boat; six more Liberators drop bombs at Kataoka on Shimushu 
Island. 
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Four B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out the eastern approach to the Phu  
Lang Thuong Bridge, French Indochina, and four P-38s damage  locomotives and 
a barracks area at Les Pins and Lang Son in French Indochina. 12 P-51s strafes 
airfields in the Canton, China. 17 other fighters strafe railroad targets and river 
traffic around Wuchou, China, to Hanoi, French Indochina. 

 
150 heavy and medium bombers and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force 
conducts heavy strikes against Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo 
concentrating on gun emplacements and defensive positions. On Luzon in the 
Philippines, A-20s and fighter-bombers blast enemy troop concentrations and 
occupied areas in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region and fighter-
bombers attacks pockets of resistance in the Infanta northeast of Manila and 
Antipolo area east of Manila. B-24s bombs a butanol plant at Kobi, Formosa. 

 
During the night, 26 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop mine in the harbors of 
Fukuoka on the northern shore of the island of Kyushu and opens, on the north, to 
the Sea of Genkai, Karatsu opens into Karatsu Bay on the island of Kyushu, 
Sakai, opens into Osaka Bay, Honshu island, and Niigata on northern Honshu 
Island and opens into Osaka Bay. 
 
 38 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands strikes the airfields at Hakata on northwestern 
Kyushu Island and Itazuke opens up into Hakata Bay northern Kyushu Island and, 
during the return flight, attack two boats off Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, 
Ryukyu Archipelago; 40 other Thunderbolts bombs Saitozaki Airfield on 
northwestern Kyushu Island, Japan; 100 Mustangs fly from Iwo Jima Island in the 
Volcano Island chain to airfields at Kagamigahara in the Gifu Prefecture of central 
Japan on Honshu Island and Hyakuri on the central Pacific coast of Honshu 
Island. 
 
U.S. submarine Barb sinks a Japanese fishing vessel with her deck gun in La 
Perouse Strait that divides the southern part of Russian island of Sakhalin from 
northern Hokkaido Island of Japan. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tirante sinks a Japanese sailing vessel with her deck gun in the  
 Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 

JUNE 24 
Former Japanese Prime Minister Koki Hirota, visits the Russian Ambassador to 
Japan, Jacob Malik.  He tells the Ambassador that Tokyo wants an agreement 
between the two countries to replace their “Neutrality Pact.” 
 
In the Philippines, Fifth Army Air Force sends A-20s and fighter-bombers to 
support the U.S. Sixth Army and Filipino troops in Kiangan in North Luzon. They 
blast numerous targets throughout the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region 
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of Luzon, Cervantes area of Northern Luzon, Infanta area northeast of Manila, 
bordered by Lamon Bay on the east and Tayabas Bay on the west and the Antipolo 
resistance pockets east of Manila. On Borneo, B-24s attack the town of 
Balikpapan and coastal guns on the southeast coast of Borneo and fighter-bombers 
pound coastal guns while B-25s bomb warehouses and the nearby Manggar 
Airfield on the eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 

 
 
 

          
Consolidated B-32 Dominator  U.S. Air Force photo 

 
B-24 of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana Islands damage 
buildings on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean; during the 
afternoon 18 Liberators more strike the airfield. 
 
13 B-25s and 12 fighter- bombers of the 14th Army Air Force takes out bridges at 
Lohochai and Chenghsien in China and also attacks surrounding AA positions, 
animal-drawn transport at Hsiangcheng, China, railroad targets in the 
Shihkiachwang area of China, and target railroad yards at Siaokan, China; over 40 
fighter-bombers continue harassing the Japanese withdrawals in China where 
numerous communications targets, gun positions, bridges, and rail, road, and river 
traffic are struck. 
 
36 P-47s of the 20th Air Force flying from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands attacks Japanese boats and a village in the 
Sakishima Archipelago part of the Ryukyu Islands, a wharf on Kuro Island, 
Okinawa, part of the Yaeyama archipelago, Ishigaki Island, west of Okinawa and 
the second-largest island of the Yaeyama Island group, and buildings, villages, 
and several points in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
The 313th Bomb Wing of the 20th Air Force mines and bombs near Fukuoka on 
the northern shore of the island of Kyushu in Japan, Karatsu by Karatsu Bay on 
the island of Kyushu, Sakai located by Osaka Bay, Honshu Island and Niigata 
harbor on northern Honshu Island and opens into Osaka Bay and Hikari Bay, 
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Yamaguchi Prefecture where the destroyer Nashi, converted into a Kaiten carrier, 
is repeatedly saddled by near-misses by bombs. 
 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks five Japanese sailing vessels with her deck gun in 
the Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Torbay sinks a Japanese ship with her deck gun off 
Sabang, Sumatra Island, Greater Sunds Islands, Dutch East Indies. 

 
JUNE 25 

Australian units capture the Miri oil fields on Sarawak on the northern coast of 
Borneo. 

 
Imperial Headquarters announces the end of Japanese operations on Okinawa in 
the Ryukyu Islands.  This announcement brings home to the people of Japan the 
desperate plight of the nation. 

 
U.S. Army forces of the 37th Division recapture 
Tuguegarag, Cagayan Valley in the northeastern 
region of Luzon in the Philippines 

   511th Parachute Regiment captures Gattaran on 
Luzon in the Philippines. 

 
Underwater Demolition Teams (UDT) 
reconnaissance the beach near Manggar, 

 Balikpapan, Borneo. 
 

U.S. submarine Tirante sinks a Japanese sailing 
vessel with her deck gun in the Yellow Sea, China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Selene sinks two Japanese coastal ships and two Japanese 
sailing ships with her deck gun in the Gulf of Thailand. 

 
Several B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana Islands 
attack heavy AA positions on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the 
most easterly island of Japan. 

 
18 B-25s and 14 P-51s and P-47s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force destroys 
bridges north of Shihkiachwang and Saiping in China, bombs a power plant, 
barracks, and a warehouse at Sinsiang, China, drop bombs on the Nanyo-
Hengyang road of China, and hits the railroad yard at Siaokan, China; 80 plus 
fighter-bombers assaults bridges, gun positions, river, road, and rail traffic, and 
generally harass the Japanese movements throughout southern and eastern China. 

 



 1777 

On Borneo, oil facilities, shore defenses and the nearby Manggar Airfield at 
Balikpapan and the surrounding area are attacked B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-
bombers of the Far East Air Force. B-24s bombs Mandai Airfield on Celebes 
Island, Dutch East Indies. In the Philippines, B-25s and fighter-bombers attack 
targets in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon, in the 
Cervantes area in Northern Luzon, and in the Infanta sector northeast of Manila. 

 
Twentieth Air Force: During the night, 26 B-29s plant mines in the Shimonoseki 
Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and at Maizuru by 
Kyoto on an inlet of the Sea of Japan in the central part of the island of Honshu 
and off Obama Island faces Wakasa Bay due north of Kyoto on the Sea of Japan 
side of Honshu Island. 

 
JUNE 26 

 Chinese troops capture Liuchow in China and the air base back from the Japanese. 
 

PT-160 and PT-187 are used to strafe the town of Beluran on North Borneo to 
distract the Japanese while an Australian intelligence scouts go ashore at 
Samarang Point. 

 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks two small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the  
Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Statesman sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun near  
Sumatra Island in the Greater Sunds Islands, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese submarine I-162, with a load of Kaitens being ferried to Korea, runs 

 aground off the south coast of Korea and receives minor damage. 
 

 U.S. Marines goes ashore on Kume Shima, Ryukyu Islands, fifty miles west of 
Okinawa. 
 
511th Parachute Regiment and the 37th Division join up on Luzon, Philippines. 
 
On Mindanao in the Philippines remnants of the Imperial 100th Division 
assembled along the Tamogan River preparing to withdraw farther into interior to 
take advantage of the terrain. Lt. General Harada orders the Imperial 76th Infantry 
Brigade to take up positions approximately four to six miles north of the Tamogan 
River and the Imperial 75th Infantry Brigade to prepare positions farther north 
near the Bannos River. 
 
In the Mariana Islands on Guam Island-based a single B-24 of the 7th Army Air 
Force hits AA positions on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 

 



 1778 

In China 21 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs or strafes transportation 
avenues, motor pools, gun positions, and buildings at Yoyang to Tsinan, and 
destroys a bridge near Yutze. 

 
In the Philippines fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force attacking targets in 
the Infanta area northeast of Manila on Luzon and Japanese troop strength in the 
Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and Kiangan area of North 
Luzon; ground support strikes are flown in the Cervantes area in Northern Luzon 
and area east of Manila. On Borneo, air strikes against the Balikpapan area on the 
southeast coast continue by Liberators and Mitchell bombers hitting 
oil targets and the nearby airfield at Manggar on the eastern coast and B-24s bomb 
the Trombol airstrip, North Borneo near Sarawak. Other B-24s bombs the airfield 
at Limboeng, Celebes Island. On Formosa during the night, P-61s Black Widows 
set fires at the Ensuiko sugar refinery while B-24s hits the sugar refinery at Tanshi 
during the day. 

 
510 B-29s and 148 P-51s, of the 20th Air Force, fly missions against aircraft 
factories, light-metals industries, and arsenals on southern Honshu Island and 
Shikoku Island of Japan. Six Superfortresses and a Mustang are lost during the 
operation. 64 B-29s drop bombs on the light metal industry at Osaka, Japan's third 
largest city by population, on Honshu and four others bomb alternate targets. 109 
B-29s damage the Osaka Arsenal while three others assault alternate targets. One 
Superfortresses is lost during this mission. 31 B-29s bomb the Kawasaki aircraft 
plant at Akashi on the Seto Inland Sea west of Kobe, Honshu Island. 58 B-29s 
strike the Nagoya Arsenal on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island; six 
others hit alternate targets. One Superfortresses is lost during this attack. 85 B-29s 
have been assigned the Kawasaki aircraft plant at Kagamigahara in the Gifu 
Prefecture of central Japan on Honshu Island; 23 others hits alternate targets. A 
pair of Superfortresses is lost during this mission. 50 B-29s go after the Aichi 
aircraft plant at Eitoku in Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island 
and 14 others attacks alternate targets.  Another pair of Superfortresses is lost 
during this flight.  29 B-29s batter the light metal industry at Nagoya on the 
Pacific coast on central Honshu Island and two other B-29s attack targets of 
opportunity.  

 
148 P-51 Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force escort B-29s on their bombing 
missions to Nagoya on the Pacific coast side on central Honshu Island and to 
Osaka on Honshu Island. 
 
During the night 33 B-29s of the 16th Bomb Group, Twentieth Air Force, conduct 
radar precision bombing, on their first combat mission, against the high priority 
petroleum target the Utaube oil refineries at Yokkaichi on northeastern Kii 
Peninsula of Honshu Island.   

 
50 countries sign the United Nations Charter. 
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Stimson, Forrestal, and Grew agree that a clarification of surrender terms should 
be issued well before an invasion and with “ample time to permit a national 
reaction to set in.”  The three agreed that “Japan is susceptible to reason.”  

 
In Russia a conference begins with government and the military to discuss an 
attack on the Japanese army in Manchuria. 

 
JUNE 27 

 Japanese submarine I-165 is sunk by land based aircraft, Central Pacific. 
 

In the Philippines the Luzon campaign ends as the 37th Division, U.S. Army, 
advances on Aparri at the northeast tip of Luzon.  This cuts off all escape route for 
the Japanese trapped on the northeast of Luzon.  

 
 U.S. submarine Paddle sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun in the 
  Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
 U.S. destroyer Caldwell is damaged by mine, Brunei Bay, Borneo. 
 
 U.S. Navy PT boats return to strafe the town of Beluran on Borneo. 
 

Four PT boats take up night patrol off the landing beach at Tarakan Island off the 
northeastern coast of Borneo to prevent the enemy from moving navigation buoys 
or reconstructing beach obstacles. 

 
At Klandasan, Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo American UDT 
swimmers make a reconnaissance of the beaches as the preparatory naval 
bombardment for the upcoming invasion continues. 

 
Three B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands attacks 
the underground storage area and fortifications on Marcus Island in the 
northwestern Pacific Ocean. At midday, 18 B-24s drop bombs the airfield on 
Moen Island, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 

 
During the night, B-24s of the Far East Air Force fly over the Surabaya Strait area, 
a relatively narrow waterway on the northeastern coast of Java across from the 
island of Madura, and bombs the Tandjoeng-perak Airfield on Java in the Dutch 
East Indies. Liberators blast Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo 
destroying oil facilities and shore defenses, B-25s attacks the warehouses, other 
buildings, and the waterfront area. Other B-24s drop bombs on Mandai aerodrome 
at Makassar on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies and Limboeng airfields on 
Celebes Island. In the Philippines, fighter-bombers hits the Kiangan area of North 
Luzon, enemy troop concentration near Bolog in northern Luzon, the Pagong area 
of North Central Luzon, and the Bontoc-Sabangan area in the Cordillera  
Mountain region of Luzon northeast of Baguio City, provides ground support near 
Montalban in the Central Luzon Region, and hit targets in the 
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Infanta sector northeast of Manila, Luzon. 
 
 

 
Japanese I Class submarine  

 
During the night, 29 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop mines in the harbors 
of Hagi in Yamaguchi Prefecture on the Sea of Japan side of southern Honshu 
Island, Kobe on the southern side of the main island of Honshu, and Niigata on 
the northwest coast of Honshu Island facing the Sea of Japan and Sado Island, 
Japan. 

 
148 Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force sortie from Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain, against Kasumigaura airfield in east central Honshu Island of Japan, 
Imba airfield in Tokyo Bay area of Honshu Island, and Tsukuba Airfield in the 
Tokyo area of Honshu Island but abort because of weather. 20 Thunderbolts from 
Ie Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands hits shipping and a 
village on Kikai Island in the Amami Islands of the Ryukyu Archipelago; 12 other 
P-47s attacks shipping off Kakeroma Island in the Amami Islands in the Ryukyu 
Archipelago, while 20 more attack vessels and targets throughout the  
Sakishima Archipelago part of the Ryukyu Islands. During the night, five P-61s 
flies attacks against vessels off Amami Gunto Island and Wan Airfield in the 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
In Russia, a conference between the government and the military ends with the 
delegates making a decision to launch an all-out offensive against Japanese forces in 
Manchuria in August. 

 
JUNE 28 

Japanese destroyer Enoki sunk by a mine, Sea of Japan, between mainland of 
China and the Japanese archipelago. 

 
Japanese submarine I-372 delivers supplies to Wake Island in The Central Pacific 
Ocean. 

 
British submarine HMS Solent sinks a Japanese landing craft with her deck gun  
Banka Strait separating the island of Sumatra and Bangka Island in the Java Sea. 
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U.S. stores ship Antares steaming from Saipan in the Mariana Islands, is attacked 
by several Kaitens launched by the Japanese submarine I-36. The Antares is able 
to avoid torpedo attacks from the mini submarines.  

 
The U.S. destroyer Sproston is signaled by the Antares that she is under attack  
from several Kaitens. The destroyer attempts to ram a Kaiten then depth  
charges the submarine.  The destroyers main battery fire and at a Kaiten, causing  
a large secondary explosion. Other ships arrive to help conduct night radar  
coverage of the area. After many depth-charge explosions, the I-36 receives a leak  
in the forward torpedo room, but she is able to slips away. 

 
Australian forces capture Kuala Belait in the Greater Sunda Islands, Dutch East 
Indies. 

 
General MacArthur announces that the Luzon operation is over.  The fighting for  
the island lasted five months and 19 days and cost U.S. Army Air Force and Army 
8,310 killed in action and 29,560 wounded.  The Japanese suffer 205,535 troops 
dead with another 9,050 becoming POWs. However an estimated 12,000 are 
trapped in the Kiangan-Bontoc area of Luzon in the Philippines and 
approximately 11,000 Japanese troops remain isolated in the Sierra Madre 
Mountains.  

 
Several B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana 
Islands bombs fuel storage on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the 
most easterly island of Japan. 

 
Seven B-25s and four P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force drop bombs on the town 
of Changsha in China, enemy troop encampments, a supply dumps, and strafe a 
truck convoys and ammunition trains in the Yoyang area of China; 28 P-51s strike 
a communications center near Puchou, china, attacks bridges near Kiehsiu and 
Neikiuhsien in China, bombs gun emplacements and defensive positions near 
Hsihsiakou, China, and goes after railroad traffic and damages a road bridge in the 
Suchow and Yoyang areas of China. 

 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers installations in the Manggar area on the 
eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies while B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s hits 
defenses near Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo; the P-38s also skip 
bombs oil storage as B-24s bomb the runways at Tabanio on the Java Sea side of 
Borneo and Oelin on southeastern Borneo. On Celebes Island in the Dutch East 
Indies, B-24s bombs the Limboeng airfield on the southwestern corner of the 
island and the Langoan airfield on the northeastern tip of the island. In 
Philippines, fighter-bombers attacks enemy troop concentrations in the Kiangan 
area of North Luzon while supporting the U.S. 6th Army ground forces and attacks 
Japanese encampments and positions between Ipo northeast of Manila, Luzon, 
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and Infanta northeast of Manila. Liberators assault the butanol plant at Keishu, 
Formosa. 
 
487 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force fly four incendiary missions against 
secondary cities during the night. 138 B-29s attacks Okayama in the Chugoku 
region of western Honshu Island destroying 2.13 square miles, 63% of the city 
area. 141 B-29s hits Sasebo on the western coast of Kyushu Island destroying 0.97 
square miles, 48% of the city area; two other B-29s hits alternate targets. 91 B-29s 
attack Moji across the Kanmon Straits from the city of Shimonoseki between 
Honshu and Kyushu Islands destroying 0.302 square miles, 26.9% of the city area; 
three B-29s hits alternate targets. 117 B-29s attacks Nobeoka northernmost city in 
Miyazaki on the Pacific coast side of Kyushu Island, destroying 0.52 square miles, 
6% of the city area.  
 
39 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie  Shima off the coastline of Okinawa 
in the Ryukyu Islands molest shipping at Koniya on Amami Island, Ryukyu 
Archipelago, Japan, others using rocket and using bombing runs on Tokuno Island 
in the Tokuno Islands group in the Amami Islands of the  Ryukyu Archipelago; 26 
Thunderbolts flying in the Sakishima Archipelago part of the Ryukyu Islands 
harass targets including vessels, docks, an airfield, floatplane, and village. 

 
The United States War Department requisitions 150 million incendiary bombs to 
be used over the next twelve months against Japanese industrial targets. 

 
Stalin issues three directives to his military commanders: First is to the Far 
Eastern Front to complete all the preparations for the attack the Japanese army in 
Manchuria by August 1, the second orders go to the Maritime groups officers, and 
the third set of orders to the Transbaikal Front commander to complete the 
preparations for the attack by July 25th. 

 
JUNE 29 

The plans for the invasion of the Japanese home islands are presented to President 
      Truman. He quickly approves the plan by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The operation   

calls for five million American soldiers to be used. Thirteen divisions will land on 
the Japanese home island of Kyushu on November 1, 1945 in Operation Olympic.  
The island of Honshu is to be invaded with 23 divisions on March 1, 1946 in 
Operation Coronet.  This landing will include the U.S. 1st Army from Europe. 
The British will support the invasion with their long range bomber force. 
 
The Joint-Chiefs of-Staff decided to intensify the air blockade from bases on 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, Iwo Jima in the Volcano island chain, islands in 
the Marianas (Guam, Saipan, and Tinian), and the Philippines. This course of       
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Kawanishi N1K2J  Shiden Fighter “George” 

 
action is designed to: defeat Japanese units in the Philippines, to guarantee the 
security of the western Pacific sea lanes for the invasion of Kyushu, Japan, and the 
attainment of a sea route to Russian Pacific ports. 
 
Koki Hirota, past Prime Minister of Japan, acting on instructions from Japanese 
Foreign Minister Togo, delivers a Government's written message to Dnevnik 
Malik of the Soviet Union.  The message states that Japan is prepared to 
neutralize Manchuria upon conclusion of the East Asia war, and to give up fishing 
rights in Siberian waters in exchange for Soviet oil. It further says that Japan 
would discuss any other terms or conditions which the Soviet Government 
desired. 
 
SikorskyR-4Bs and R-6As of the 5th and 6th Aircraft Repair Units (Floating) 
medevac evacuate 70 wounded soldiers from frontlines on Luzon in 13 days. 

 
15 B-25s and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out a bridge at  
Chungmow in China and damages another; 18 P-51s strikes at enemy troop 
encampments, gun emplacements, villages, bridges, and other targets around the 
Chinese towns of Hsihsiakou, Yutze, Anyang, Puchou, and Szeshuiand and 
destroys out a bridge at Szeshui, China. 

 
The Far East Air Force continues their attacks against Balikpapan on the southeast 
coast of Borneo, B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers strike defensive positions and 
oil installations near Balikpapan; other B-24s bombs Fort Brook airfield in the 
northern region of the island of Borneo and Oelin Airfield on southeastern 
Borneo. In the Philippines, fighter-bombers support U.S. Army ground forces in 
the Kiangan area of North Luzon and in the Cervantes sector in Northern Luzon. 
Other B-24s bombs the oil refinery at Shinchiku, Formosa. 

 
Superfortresses of the Twentieth Air Force fly mission against Nippon Company 
Oil Refinery at Kudamatzu in Yamaguchi Prefecture in western Honshu Island. 25 
B-29s mines the western Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and 
Kyushu Island of Japan and waters around Maizuru in Maizuru Bay by Kyoto on 
an inlet of the Sea of Japan in the central part of the island of Honshu and Sakata 
in Yamagata Prefecture northern Honshu Island, on the Mogami River.  



 1784 

 
34 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima off the coastline of Okinawa 
in the Ryukyu Islands, assaults the airfields at Kanoya and Kushira on Kyushu 
Island, Japan with rockets and machine gun fire. 

 
JUNE 30 

 Japanese destroyer Nara is sunk by a mine, Sea of Japan. 
 

In the Philippines the Luzon campaign is officially declared over with the 
American having total of all branches of the military with 37,854 killed, wounded, 
and/or missing in the campaign.  The Japanese suffer 317,000 losses in the 
fighting.   
 

 U.S. 8th Army takes over from the 6th Army the mission of destroying General 
 Yamashita’s Shobu Group holds up in the Sierra Madre Mountains along the 
north-eastern coast of Luzon Island in the Philippine Islands. 

 
General Eichelberger declares that organized resistance has ended on Mindanao 
Island, Philippines. 

 
Last remaining Japanese defenders on Jolo Island, southwest of Mindanao, in the 
Philippines are overrun on Mount Tuamtangas, an extinct volcano. 

 
The Fleet Marine Force Amphibious Reconnaissance Battalion captures Kume 
Shima, the last and largest island of Sakishima Gunto Islands, Okinawa’s Ryukyu 
Islands. 

 
 Mop up operations stop on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
 U.S. destroyer is sunk by coastal defense gun, Borneo. 
 
 Frogmen, UDT, destroy approximately 300 yards of underwater obstacles off the 
  landing beaches at Klandasan, Balikpapan, on the southeast coast of Borneo. 

British submarine HMS Torbay sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun in the 
Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China 
Sea. 

Near the French Indochina border, Chinese units capture Chungchin, China. 
 
 China Theater is established by a General Order from headquarters, U.S. Forces, 

China Theater. Lieutenant General George E. Stratemeyer is appointed 
Commanding General; subordinate elements are the Tenth and Fourteenth Army 
Air Forces, China Air Service Command, and the 8th Reconnaissance Group. 

 
 James F. Byrnes is appointed to succeed Edward Stettinius as Secretary of State 
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  by President Harry Truman. 
 

In the Mariana Island of Guam Island-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force 
attacks the boat basin on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of 
Iwo Jima Island in the Volcano Island chain. 

 
A couple of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks a bridge at Lohochai in 
China; four fighter-bombers hits hill positions and an artillery emplacement; 
several others bomb and strafes an enemy-held temple and a troop area at 
Likuanchiao, China. 

 
In the Philippine Islands, fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force support the 6th 
Army ground forces in the Cervantes sector in Northern Luzon and pounds gun 
positions and other targets in the Kiangan area of North Luzon. B-24s again hit 
Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies and B-25s assault 
targets on Borneo and causes considerable damage at Tawau and Tandjoengredeb.  
Liberators bomb Fort Brook airfield in the northern region of the island of Borneo 
and Oelin airfield on southeastern Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-24s drop bombs 
on the oil refinery at Shinchiku on Formosa.   

 
B-29s of the 502nd Bomb Group, Twentieth Air Force, makes its first combat 
mission to the bypassed Japanese base located on Rota Island in the Mariana 
Islands.  32 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing, Twentieth Air Force, drop bombs on 
the Nippon Oil Company refinery at Kudamatsu in Yamaguchi Prefecture in 
western Honshu Island, Japan. 25 B-29s mine the western Shimonoseki Strait 
separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and waters around Maizuru 
in Kyoto on an inlet of the Sea of Japan in southern Honshu Island and Sakata in 
Yamagata Prefecture northern Honshu Island, on the Mogami River.  
 
 
34 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Le Shima Island off the coastline of 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands strikes the airfields at Kanoya south of Sakurajima 
and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island of Japan and Kushira on Hokkaido 
Island, Japan with rockets and strafing attacks, and go after shipping on the return 
flight, claiming 7 small vessels sunk. 

 
The 509th Composite Group, Twentieth Air Force, scheduled to deliver the first 
atomic bomb on Japan, begin combat flight training from Tinian Island in the 
Mariana Islands. 

 
Japanese Air General Army is ordered by Imperial General Headquarters to take 
over complete responsibility for carrying out a systematic air defense of the 
Homeland, simultaneously transferring the 10th, 11th and 12th Air Divisions, 
which had been engaged in air defense operations under the control of respective 
area armies, to the command of the Air General Army. 
 



 1786 

 
 

                  San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center: Class 425, Group B, Squadron 13, June 2, 1945 
 
     First Row                           Second Row                               Third Row                             Fourth Row  

Martin O’Leary               Bernard Gluser                        Sherman R. Spivey               Norman M. Grubs 
Brooklyn, NY                    Chicago, Illinois                         Silmon, Ark.                            Abilene, Texas 
Robert G. Lee                   Woodrow W. Stevens             Adam J. Kendzior                 Stuart  Montgomery 
Waukeska, Wis.                 Lubbock, Texas                         Franklin, Pa.                            W. Rutland, Vt. 
Alton V. Norrell               Walter E. Marpman                Welford R. Glasscock          Arno H. Schaff  
Dallas,Texas                      Middletown, Penn.                      Glendive, Montana                 Dewitt, Iowa 
George O. Hyland           Quinten A. Stewart                   Warrin E. Stay                     Aubrey A. Ground 
Cleburne, Texas                 Lubbock, Texas                          Mich.                                       Baird, Texas 
Aubery E. Ohlenseklen   Thomas C. Loaeland                Mike L. Goffan                     Mario T. Caffaulli 
Ida.                                      SanAntonia, Texas                     Rawlins, Wyo.               Buffalo, NY 
Edmmund O. Rings        Authur L. Batt                           P.L. Labadie                          Joseph F. Kerha 
Wolcott, NY                      Defiance, Ohio                            Mich.                                       Cleveland, Ohio 
Eugene O. Gadlaw          Daniel G. O’Malley                  C.T. Lemmrink                      N.R. Beeson 
Chicago, Ill.                       Cincinnati, Ohio                         Green Castle, Indiana              Sioux City, Iowa 

  W.C. Estes Jr.                  Darel A. Dumright                  G.T. Mengal Jr.                      L.W. Hufstadu 
   Lubbock, Texas                Marshfield, Mo.                         Camden, N.J.                            Buffalo, NY     
   J.R. Smith                        E.J. Korngas                            Pete Cameron 

 Eilansters, Wyo.                Elgin, Nebr.                               Washington, Penna 
                                                  Ray C. Moore                          Leo Kuelbs 
                                                  Houston, Texas                         Gaylord, Minn. 
                                                                                                                 R.W. Whitton 
                                                                                                                   Rock Hill S.C. 
                                                                                                                   Ralph G. Babin 
                                                                                                                   Port Arthur, Texas 



 1786 

JULY 1 
33,000 troops of the Australian Seventh Division (Reinforced), less one brigade, land at 
Balikpapan, Borneo, one of the richest oil fields in Asia.  This, the final major 
amphibious assault of the Borneo campaign, is unopposed.  
 
On this date control of Luzon, Philippines, passes from the U. S. Sixth Army to the Eight 
Army. 
 
Mop up operations on Luzon, Philippines, begins. 
 
General J. W. Stilwell, Commander of the Tenth Army, sets up his Headquarters for the 
Ryukyu’s Island Area and assumed responsibility as a Joint task force commander 
directly under CinCPOA for the defense and development of all captured islands in and 
around Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Planes of the 5th Army Air Force sink the Japanese cargo ship Shinneisho Maru at the 
mouth of Yangtze River, East China. 
 
A pair of B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands bombs 
building on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 33 B-25s, operating in 
two flights from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, bombs the Chiran airfield on Kyushu 
Island, Japan. Two others hit Yaku Island of the Osumi Islands to the south of Kyushu 
Island in Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. 
 
A four plane of the Eleventh Army Air Force on a shipping sweep in the North Pacific 
Ocean is called off due to weather conditions. 
 
The Fourteenth Air Force uses B-25s to bomb the bridge and ferry terminal at Chungmow 
in China and near Kaifeng, China. Four escorting P-47s strafes the Kaifeng airfield of 
China and locomotives in the area; four other P-47s bombs the railroad yards at 
Yuhsiang, China. Four P-51s knocks out bridge east of Kiehsiu, China.  
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers enemy defenses at Balikpapan on the southeast 
coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies as Australian forces make amphibious landings. B-
24s, B-25s, and P-38s hit the airfields at Oelin on southeastern Borneo, Tabanio on the 
Java Sea side of Borneo, Trombol North Borneo, and bombs Tawau area of North Borneo 
on the northeast coast. B-24s hits Limboeng airfield on the southwestern coast of Celebes 
Island, Dutch East Indies and Mandai airstrips on Celebes Island. Other planes attack 
Japanese troops and gun positions in the Kayan-Tadian area of North Borneo. 
 
In the Volcano Islands 84 Iwo Jima-based fighters hit Kasumigaura in Ibaraki, east central 
Honshu Island, Japan, Itami between Ina-river and Muko-river in the south-east area in 
Hyogo Prefecture, Honshu Island, Hamamatsu in western Shizuoka Prefecture, on the 
Pacific coast side of Honshu Island, and Nagano on the Pacific coast on central Honshu 
Island. 
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148 P-51s of the VII Fighter Command, Twentieth Air Force, in flight to the rendezvous 
position with the B-29s to escort them to their destination , encounter a severe weather 
front; flying behind in excessive turbulence, many of the fighters collide and 27 are lost; 
27 others manage to find the B-29s and escort them over the target. 
 
12 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima in the Ryukyu Islands fly strafing and 
rocket attacks against Kikaiga Island near Nishime, Kagoshima, southwestern tip of the 
island of Kyushu, Tokuno Jima Island in the Tokuno Islands group of the Amami Islands 
of Japan, and Amami Gunto, Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago of  Japan. 
 
First four “Porcupine” B-29s are used to fly ahead of the main force to release Chaff to 
jam Japanese radar. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: 458 B-29s bomb Osaka on Honshu Island, Japan's third largest city 
by population, and 16 others hit targets of opportunity  10 Superfortresses are lost during 
this mission. Over 530 B-29s firebombs Ube in Yamaguchi Prefecture, on the Seto Inland 
Sea, Honshu Island, Kure in Hiroshima prefecture and faces the Seto Inland Sea on 
Honshu Island, Shimonoseki on the southwestern tip of Honshu Island, facing the 
Tsushima Strait, and Kumamoto in Kumamoto Prefecture on the west coast of Kyushu 
Island, Japan; auxiliary minelayer Himetaka Maru is damaged at Kure.  
 
24 B-29s mines Shimonoseki Straits separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island and the 
waters off Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, facing Nanao Bay, Honshu Island and Fushiki in 
Toyama, Hokuriku, on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Japan flies its version of the German Me 163, rocket powered fighter for the first time, 
and however it crashes. 
 
PB4Y-2s flying from Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands conclude aerial mining of waters of 
Korean archipelago, sowing mines in fields off Chin-To. This flight wraps up mining 
operations. The aircrew notice an absence of shipping in the areas mined, leading to the 
conclusion that the effort "has effectively stopped the movement of enemy ships in the 
inner channels around the southwest coast of Korea."  
 
Mines dropped by B-29s sinks the Japanese cargo ships Tenyu Maru at the entrance of 
Niigata harbor, and Naoshima Maru north of Shodo Jima in the Seto Inland Sea that 
separates the Japanese islands of Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, and damage cargo ships 
Eijun Maru, and Yamaji Maru, off Moji across the Kanmon Straits from the city of 
Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu Islands, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Barb patrolling along the coasts of the Sea of Okhotsk, lying between the 
Kamchatka Peninsula on the east, the Kuril Islands on the southeast, attacks the towns of 
Shari, Hokkaido Island, Japan; Shikuka, Kashiho, and Shiritoru off of Kaihyo Island off 
the east coast of Karafuto, Kuril Islands. This is the first time a submarine has used 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_ie_shima.html
http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_osaka.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Okhotsk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shari,_Hokkaido
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rockets to attack enemy shore positions. Later she also shells the town of Kaihyo To with 
her deck gun, destroying 60 percent of the town. 
 
U.S. submarine Haddo sinks the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.72 and cargo ships 
Konri Maru and No.1 Taiun Maru and No.2 Taiun Maru in the Yellow Sea off west coast 
of Korea.  
 
U.S. submarine Trutta sinks eight Japanese sailing vessels with her deck gun in the 
Yellow Sea between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Japanese minesweeper depot ship Chohei Maru and cargo ship Koa Maru are damaged 
by U.S. aircraft, Woosung, China.  
 
Chinese forces capture Liuchow in China. 
 

 
 
Leo Szilard sends a petition to President Truman expressing opposition on moral grounds 
to using the atomic bomb against Japan. 
 

JULY 2 
The Okinawa campaign is declared officially over. Total American battle casualties are 
49,151, of which 12,520 are killed or missing and 36,631 wounded. Army losses are 
4,582 killed, 93 missing, and 18,000 wounded; Marine losses, including those of the 
Tactical Air Force, are 2,938 killed and missing and 13,708 wounded; Navy casualties 
totaled 4,907 killed and missing and 4,824 wounded. Non-battle casualties during the 
campaign amounted to 15,613 for the Army and 10,598 for the Marines. The losses in 
ships are 36 sunk and 368 damaged, most of them as a result of air action. Losses in the 
air were 763 planes from 1 April to 1 July.  The cost of the battle to the Japanese is even 
higher with approximately 110,000 KIA and 7,400 more were taken prisoners. The 
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Japanese lose 7,800 airplanes, 16 ships sunk, and four ships damaged. More important, 
the Japanese lost 640 square miles of territory within 350 miles of Kyushu Island of 
Japan.  
 
President Truman gives his approval to the declaration outlining Japan's surrender. 
 
Australian forces capture the oil facilities at Balikpapan, on the southeast coast of Borneo,  
Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese Lt. General Masao Baba, Commander of the 37th Army and Supreme 
Commander of Japanese forces on Borneo, survives an assignation attempt by members 
of Australian Z Force. 
 
U.S. submarine Apogon damages the Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 58 and 
Cha 65.  
 
U.S. submarine Haddo sinks two small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the Yellow 
Sea between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
U.S. submarine Paddle sinks five small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the Yellow 
Sea between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
U.S. submarines Haddo and Paddle attacks Japanese shipping, sinking one unnamed 
cargo vessel and leaving another drifting.  
 
British submarine HMS Selene sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the Gulf of 
Thailand. 
 
Japanese planes attack fleet units patrolling off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Mines sink the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 188 in the Sea of Japan between 
mainland of China and the Japanese archipelago, off Mutsure light on Yamaguchi the 
Chugoku region on Honshu Island and damage the motor sailor Nanko Maru, by a mine 
off Kammon light.  
 
Japanese tanker No.5 Nanki Maru is sunk by marine casualty. Marine casualties (most 
likely groundings or storms) account for damage to cargo ship Awa Maru between 
Hakodate in Oshima prefecture, Hokkaido Island, Japan and Yokohama south of Tokyo 
on the main island of Honshu Island, and cargo vessel Annette Fritzen at entrance to 
Pusan Harbor, Korea.  
 
Several B-24s from Guam in the Mariana, Seventh Army Air Force, attacks the radar 
installation on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 
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28 P-51s from the 14th Army Air Force strike rail, river, and road traffic, bridges, and 
buildings around the Chinese towns of Hengyang, Hankow, and Yoyang, attacks bivouac 
area and Japanese Headquarters near Changsha, China, bombs enemy troop concentration 
and buildings at Yangan, China. The P-47s hammers Japanese headquarters, buildings, 
fortified compounds, barrack, and general targets around Tartin, China, and troop 
concentration near Sichuan in China. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force drop bombs on the defenses in the Balikpapan on the 
southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, and P-38s backup Australian forces as they 
complete the capture of Balikpapan and its oil installations. B-25s hits Bintula personnel 
area on the coast in North of Borneo. Fighters make strikes on resistance pockets near 
Kiangan in North Luzon and supply areas in the Cervantes sector in Northern Luzon. B-
24s hammers the Toyohara airfield in the central portion of the island of Formosa. 
 
B-29s of the 20th Air Force bombs Japanese shipping and installations at Kure southeast 
of Hiroshima on Honshu Island, sinking the cargo vessel Himetaka Maru. During the 
night, 39 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing bombs the oil refinery at Minoshima, 
Wakayama Prefecture, Honshu Island. 
 
U.S. Navy’s land-based planes sink the Japanese sailing vessel Nishima Maru off 
Gunzan, west coast of Korea and cargo ship No.12 Shima Maru. 
 
James Byrnes becomes United States Secretary of State. 
 
Lord Mountbatten receives orders to launch Operation Zipper, the campaign to liberation 
Malaya.  

 
JULY 3 

Australian troops of the 7th Division capture Sepinggan on the southeast coast of Borneo 
east of Balikapan, Dutch East Indies and the airfield. 
 
U.S. submarine Haddo sinks a Japanese trawler with her deck gun in the Yellow Sea 
between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Fifth Army Air Force planes fly their first mission over Japan, P-51s destroy floatplanes 
in Fukuoka harbor area on the northern shore of the island of Kyushu; others hit 
resistance areas in Mankayan in the mineral district (copper and gold mine), Luzon, and 
Kiangan in North Luzon area of the Philippines. B-24s bombs the runways at Mandai 
airfield in North Borneo and Limboeng Aerodrome near Limboeng on the southwestern 
coast of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. B-24s pounds the Batu Kawa airstrip close to 
Kuching, North Borneo, and enemy positions near Balikpapan on the southeast coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies in support of the Australian drive inland. 
 
Two B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force, flying out of Guam in the Mariana Islands, attacks 
water storage buildings on Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 36 B-
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25s from Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, attacking in two flights, hits the Chiran airfield, 
southernmost airfield on Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
Several Fourteenth Army Air Forces' B-25s destroys a bridge near Suicheng in China 
while a couple of P-47 escorts hits nearby AA positions. 70-plus P-51s and P-47s 
continue to disrupt Japanese withdrawal, attacking transport, supply, communications, 
troops, bridges and Japanese-held points. Aircraft attack targets from Hengyang to the 
Luichow Peninsula of China. Other aircraft also hits shipping, cement plant, airfield, and 
barracks area near Haiphong, French Indochina. 
 
B-24s bombs Japanese shipping at Bandjermasin, on a delta island near the junction of 
the Barito and Martapura Rivers, Java Sea side of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, sinking the 
cargo vessel No.3 Misaki Maru.  
 
Air echelon of XX Bomb Command, including General Joseph Smith, sails for Okinawa 
in the Ryukyu Islands. The rest of the command sails in two lots, on July 12 and August 
14, leaving only a few small details in India-Burma.  
 
502 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force firebomb four areas of Japan. 116 B-29s attack the 
Takamatsu urban area in central Kagawa Prefecture on the island of Shikoku in Japan 
destroying 1.4 sq. miles, 78% of the city; three other hit alternate targets;. 125 B-29s drop 
their bombs on the Kochi urban area in Hyogo Prefecture in the Kansai region of Japan, 
Honshu Island, destroying 0.92 sq miles, 48% of the city; 106 B-29s assault the Himeji 
urban area destroying 1.216 sq miles, 63.3% of the city. 129 B-29s raid the Tokushima 
urban area of Tokushima Prefecture on Shikoku Island in Japan destroying 1.7 sq miles, 
74% of the city; Two B-29s attack alternate targets. Three Superfortresses are lost during 
these operations. 
 
Final mine planting of Phase IV of Operation STARVATION: 31 USAAF (Twentieth Air 
Force) B-29s mines Shimonoseki Straits separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of 
Japan and the waters off Maizuru the Sea of Japan in the central part of the island of 
Honshu and Funakawa, in Miyagi Prefecture, western Honshu Island Japan.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Hoei Maru is sunk by an Allied aircraft.  
 
What is left of the of the Japanese Thirty-third Army in Burma, approximately 6000 
troops, attacks Allied positions at Waw from the Pegu Yomas, Burma. Their objective is 
to threaten and, if possible, to cut the British XXV Army's rail and road links to Rangoon 
in Burma, and if possible to draw some of its units away from the center of the country, 
thus making it possible for the Japanese Twenty-eighth Army east to move in between 
Toungoo and Nyaunglebin, Burma. 
 

JULY 4 
U.S. Army units of the 24th Division and Filipino guerrillas commence cleaning up 
pockets of Japanese resistance around Sarangani Bay, Mindanao, Philippines. 
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In the Philippines the Luzon campaign terminated. The Southern Philippines Campaign 
which the U.S. Army recognizes as ending on July 4 actually will lasted until news of the 
Japanese surrender in early September. 
 
American dignitaries meet with a group of British dignitaries to secure an agreement that 
both countries agree to use the atomic bomb against Japan. 
 
On Borneo, the Australian 21st Brigade captures the Manggar Airfield on the eastern coast 
of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Murray intercepts Japanese hospital ship Takasago Maru as she 
evacuates sick and wounded members of Wake Island garrison. Murray reports 
subsequently that the many months of isolation and bombardment have reduced life on 
the atoll to a mere struggle for survival.  
 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks the Japanese guard boats Koshe Maru and Mashuye Maru 
in  
the Yellow Sea, east of Tsingtao, China.  
 
Japanese auxiliary patrol vessel Pa No.177 is destroyed by fire, following a raid by B-29s 
on Tokushima of Tokushima Prefecture on Shikoku Island in Japan.  
 
Mines damage Japanese transport Tsukushi Maru southeast of Shimonoseki on the 
southwestern tip of Honshu Island, facing the Tsushima Strait and damage the cargo ship 
Taiko Maru off Bakuchizaki on Wakase Bay on the Sea of Japan, Honshu Island,, and 
cargo ship Sagami Maru off Osaka on Honshu Island.  
 
Marine casualties account for damage to Japanese cargo ships Hiyoriyama Maru outside 
Sakai Harbor as it opens into Osaka Bay, Honshu Island, and Unzen Maru three miles 
south of Taki Harbor, Yakashima, Osumi Islands, Nansei Shoto, south of Kyushu Island, 
Japan.  
 
A group of officers arrives at Chungking in China to organize the Headquarters, U.S. 
Army Air Force, China Theater. 
 
7th Army Air Force: Several B-24s from Guam in the Mariana Islands attacks AA 
installations on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force sends eight B-24s to use radar to drop napalm bombs on the 
Kataoka Naval Base on Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
30 P-51s and P-38s 14th Army Air Force, flying over French Indochina and southern and 
eastern China attacks docks and shipping at Haiphong, French Indochina, Red River 
shipping between Hanoi, French Indochina and Hung Yen, China, small craft between 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/russia_shumshu.html
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Mon Cay and Pakhoi in China, between the Chinese towns of Elongay and Pai-lung Wei 
Cape, and between Pai-lung Wei Cape and Umpo.  Other planes, also hits road traffic on 
Luichow Peninsula and sampans near Tanchuk, China. 
 
P-51s, Far East Air Force flies massive air sweep along the western coast of Kyushu 
Island of Japan. P-47s support American Army ground forces in the Cagayan Valley in 
the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines. Others strike Batan Island of the 
Batanes Islands in the Philippines. B-24s again hammer Japanese defenses near 
Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo. B-26s bombs Sibuti, North Borneo. Other 
B-24s hammers Donggala seaplane base on Celebes Island, and runways at 
Boeloedowang, Celebes Island, and Limboeng Aerodrome near Limboeng on the 
southwestern coast of Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
In the Volcano Island chain Iwo Jima-based, P-51s fly 161 fly sorties against Yokosuka 
Naval Base at the entrance to Tokyo Bay, Imba in Tokyo Bay area of Honshu Island, 
Tsukuba and Kasumigaura in Ibaraki Prefecture on the Pacific Ocean side of Honshu 
Island. 

 
JULY 5 

General MacArthur announces the liberation of the Philippine 
Islands. 
 
General Spaatz is announced as commander of the U.S. Strategic 
Air Force. 
 
General Carl A. Spaatz.  USAF photo. 
 
46 B-24s and 24 B-25s of the Seventh Army Air Force from 

Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands bombs the Omura airfield in Nagasaki Prefecture by 
Omura Bay, Kyushu Island and a couple of towns in the Omura-Nagasaki area of Kyushu 
Island. 
 
Eight B-25s, of the 14th Army Air Force sinks several sampans and junks at Haiphong, 
French Indochina and damages several larger vessels. Two B-25s and two P-47s destroy a 
bridge south of Chumatien, China. 37 P-51s fly over French Indochina and China blasting 
shipping in Hongay in China and Haiphong area of French Indochina, hammers docks 
and small vessels at Chikhom, China, takes out a bridge at Chumatien, China, attacks 
barracks area at Anyang, China, and hits river and rail traffic around Tanchuk and 
Chenghsien in China. 
 
On Formosa, B-24s of the Far East Air Force drops bombs on Toshien Naval Base, Takao 
in southwest Formosa, Toyohara airdrome, and nearby Kamioka supply dump, and the 
Taihoku airfield. Fighter-bombers fly nearly 100 sorties in support of ground forces in the 
Kiangan area of North Luzon. B-24s bombs Manggar at Balikpapan, East Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies and Riko. P-51s sweeps Kyushu island of Japan strafes and down several 
aircraft. 
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Over 100 fighters of the Twentieth Air Force, based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain, strikes the Japanese areas of Ibaraki in the Kanto region on the main island of 
Honshu, Yatabe on the Pacific side of Honshu Island, northeast of Toyko, Yawatasaki 
Cape on Tobishima Island in the Sea of Japan, west of Nikaho, northwest Honshu Island, 
and Maruta. 
 
Australian troops cross Balikpapan Bay of Borneo and land on the western shore at 
Penadjim Point, Borneo.  

  
 Australian Prime Minister John Curtin. 
  
Australian Prime Minister John Curtin dies. 
 
General election is held in Britain. 
 
U.S. Navy Task Force 39 composed of seven light minelayers, 52 
minesweepers, six high speed minesweepers, 49 motor minesweepers 

and seven netlayers, begins minesweeping operations in the East China Sea, off East 
China coast, Japanese Island of Kyushu to the north, and Formosa to the south.  
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Smith is accidentally damaged by depth charge off Balikpapan, 
Borneo. 
 
U.S. submarine Barb sinks the Japanese cargo ship No.11 Sapporo Maru outside 
Odomari harbor, southwest of Sakhalin, Russian island in the North Pacific.  
 
U.S. submarines Lizardfish and Puffer bombard Japanese port facilities and shipping at 
Chelukan Buwang, on the north coast of the island of Bali; Lizardfish sinks auxiliary 
submarine chaser Cha 37 and No.153 Shuttle Vessel, in addition to barges and landing 
craft. Fires started by the shelling destroys small cargo vessel Hino Maru. Puffer destroys 
cargo vessels Heiyo Maru and Nihon Maru in Bulelong Roads, Bali, Island, Malaya.  
 
U.S. submarine Puffer sinks nine small Japanese vessels with her deck gun off Bali, 
Malaya. 
 
Mines sink the Japanese transport Toyokawa Maru near Mutsure Jima and  
tanker No.1 Tosei Maru, off Niigata harbor, and damage cargo ships Miurasan Maru, 
Enho Maru, and Take Maru near Moji, Japan. 
  
Japanese landing ship T.147 is damaged by an Allied aircraft off Hachijo Jima, a volcanic 
island in the Philippine Sea.  
 
USAAF planes sink Japanese cargo vessel Tone Maru.  
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Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.95 is damaged by marine casualty, Tsurumi Harbor at 
Yokohama on the Pacific Coast side of Honshu Island, Japan.  
 

 
JULY 6 

98 P-51s and P-38s of the 14th Army Air Force fly over Indochina and China continue to 
disrupt the Japanese retreat and hits transport and supply areas. Rail, road, and river 
traffic, coastal shipping, bridges, enemy troops, and Japanese-held areas are blasted at 
many locations chiefly around Kweilin, Kukong, Yangso in China and Haiphong, and 
Hanoi in French Indochina.  
 
On this date General Chennault requests permission to retire, which is granted. 
 
Far East Air Force continues to help Allied ground forces north of Kiangan in North 
Luzon and bombs the town of Mankayan in the mineral district (copper and gold mine), 
of Luzon, Philippines. B-24s bombs the Formosan airfields at Heito, Ryutan, and Taien 
and A-26s pounds Taito railroad yards on Formosa. B-24s sortie over Borneo and bombs 
the Bandjermasin warehouses on a delta island near the junction of the Barito and 
Martapura Rivers, Java Sea side of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, Tandjoengredeb buildings 
in southern Borneo, Samarinda shipyards on the banks of the Mahakam River in North 
Borneo, and Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo and Manggar on the eastern 
coast of Borneo. P-51s hit transportation in the Kagoshima Bay area southwestern tip of 
the island of Kyushu in Japan. 
 
315th Bomb Wing B-29s attacks the Maruzen refinery at Shimotsu. 517 B-29s drops 
incendiaries on Chiba, Akashi, Shimizu, and Kofu during the night. Fighters from Iwo 
Jima, hits mainly the airfields in Japan, including Kumagaya, Yamagata, and Chiba. 
 
A total of 517 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force make four incendiary and one high 
explosive bomb night attacks on five Japanese cities. 124 B-29s attack Chiba City in 
Chiba Prefecture of Japan in the Kanto region of the Tokyo Area. They destroy 0.86 sq. 
miles, 43.4% of the city; one B-29 hits an alternate target. 123 B-29s delivers their load to 
Akashi on the Seto Inland Sea west of Kobe, Honshu Island, destroying 0.81 sq. miles, 
57.0% of the city; one other B-29 hits an alternate target. 133 B-29s drop their ordnance 
on the area of Shimizu in Sunto District of Shizuoka Prefecture on the Pacific coast of 
Honshu Island. This operation destroys 0.71 sq. miles, 50% of the city. 131 B-29s strike 
the Kofu area City in the center of Yamanashi Prefecture in the Oku-Chichibu mountain 
range on the island of Honshu wiping out 1.3 sq. miles, 65% of the city; one B-29 hits an 
alternate target. 59 B-29s drop 500-pound bombs on the Maruzen Oil Refinery at 
Wakayama near Osaka, Honshu Island; a single bomber hits an alternate target. Two 
Superfortresses are lost in these four missions. 
 
110 P-51Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
striking airfields in the Tokyo area of Honshu Island of Japan. 
 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_tokyo.html
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The 509th Composite Group flies a training mission against the runways on Marcus Island 
located in the northwest Pacific Ocean. 
 
U.S. submarine Trutta sinks one tug and three Japanese junks with her deck gun in the 
Yellow Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Mines sinks the Japanese cable ship Toyo Maru, northeast of Tobigasuhana on the west 
coast of the Inland Sea of Japan, north tip of Kyushu Island, cargo ship Shori Maru off 
Ogushi in Niwa District, Aichi Prefecture on the Pacific side of Honshu Island, and cargo 
ships No.5 Tokai Maru off Mutsure Light on Yamaguchi in the Chugoku region on 
Honshu Island, Japan, and Shinei Maru near Shimonoseki on the southwestern tip of 
Honshu Island, facing the Tsushima Strait; and damage auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 
153 off Niigata Harbor on northern Honshu Island and opens into Osaka Bay; cargo ships 
Ujina Maru, north of Niigata light, and Nissho Maru, at mouth of Senzaki Bay located 
near Nobase which is in Yamaguchi, a region of Honshu Island, Japan, and cargo ship 
Sakaki Maru, south of Motoyama light. 
 
Japanese cargo ship Mitsuminesan Maru is damaged by marine casualty near Chinhae, 
Korea.  
 
Japanese suffer heavy casualties after attacking British forward positions in the Sittang 
River bend east of Pegu in Burma.  
 
Norway announces that it had declared war on Japan on December 7, 1941. 
 

JULY 7 
President Truman, Secretary of State James F. Byrnes, and Fleet Admiral William D. 
Leahy embark on the heavy cruiser Augusta for Antwerp, Belgium, on the first leg of 
their trip that will ultimately take them to Potsdam in occupied Germany.  
 
The Emperor tells Prime Minister Suzaki "not to miss the opportunity of exploring the 
Soviet Union's real intentions.” 
 
Japanese 39th Army in Thailand reorganized as the 18th Theater Command to control 
Southwestern region. 
 
Japan flies their first jet, a naval attack fighter called Komet, a copy of the German 
Me163B.  The aircraft crashes destroying the plane. 
 
Approximately 80 P-51s and P-38s of the 14th Army Air Force conducts fights over 
French Indochina and China to upset the Japanese withdrawal, hammering several 
communication and transport targets chiefly in the Yangso, Kweilin, and Fenstun areas of 
China. 
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Far East Air Force: B-25s and other aircraft strike at remnants of the Japanese Imperial 
Army near Laguna de Bay, the largest lake in the Philippines located east of Manila, 
Luzon, Philippines, and Marikina areas along the Pasig River in Marikina to the east of 
Manila on Luzon. Fighter-bombers also hit areas of resistance near Kiangan in North 
Luzon, Pena Blanca town in Cagayan, Luzon, and Mankayan in the mineral district 
(copper and gold mine), Luzon. B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s support Australian ground 
forces in area near Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-24s 
bombs the Matsuyama on the island of Shikoku in Japan and Taihoku airfields. 
 
The first 8,500-foot runway is completed on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain. 
 
Over 100 P-51 Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island 
chain sortie for strikes on airfield the Tokyo area but are forced to abort due to bad 
weather.  
 
Headquarters of the XX Bomber Command, Twentieth Air Force, begin to arrive at 
Sakugawa airfield on Okinawa from their base in India. 
 
U.S. submarine Trepang sinks Japanese cargo ship No.2 Koun Maru off the coast of 
eastern Japan. 
 
British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks a Japanese sailing ship with her deck gun in the 
Gulf of Thailand. 
 
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ships Meizan Maru at mouth of Mokpo Harbor at the 
southwestern tip of the Korean Peninsula, and Nachizan Maru in Shimonoseki Straits 
separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, and damage tanker No.10 Kinyu 
Maru, Osaka Harbor in western Honshu Island, and cargo ships Tairi Maru off Hime 
Jima off Kyushu Island of Japan, and Taiju Maru. 
 
Troops of the Australian 7th Division, Dutch, and native Dutch East Indian are closing in 
on the Pandarasi refinery north of Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies, last remaining Japanese-held oil refinery. 
 

JULY 8 
U.S. submarine Barb sinks a small Japanese tug with her deck gun in La Pérouse Strait 
that divides the southern part of Russian island of Sakhalin from northern Hokkaido 
Island of Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Cod rescues officers and men of the Dutch submarine O-19 that has run 
upon Ladd Reef, in the South China Sea, northwest of Brunei Bay. After two days and 
several attempts to tow the O-19 free of the reef the O-19 is scuttled on July 10th by 
scuttling charges, torpedoes and gunfire from the Cod. 
 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_iwo_jima.html
http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_tokyo.html
http://uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/2890.html


 1798 

U.S. submarine Sea Robin sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 85 off 
Quelpart Island located south of Korea.  
 
U.S. submarine Tirante sinks the Japanese passenger/cargo ship Saitsu Maru near Dairen,  
Korea.  
 
U.S. submarine Trutta sinks five Japanese sailing vessels with her deck gun in the Yellow 
Sea, between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Six B-25s and four P-47s from the Fourteenth Army Air Force severely damage a bridge 
north of Sinsiang, a city of eastern China south-southeast of Taiyuan, and hits nearby 
trains. 60-plus P-38s, P-47s, and P-51s hammer river shipping, rail traffic, supplies, and 
troops in French Indochina at Haiphong, Do Son, Tourane and at numerous locations in 
southern and eastern China. 
 
P-38s and P-51s, Far East Air Force, supporting ground operations hits supply and 
personnel areas near Kiangan in North Luzon and Penablanca, northeast Luzon, 
Philippines. B-24s bombs the airfield at Shinchiku on Formosa, B-25s start fires at the 
Getsubi alcohol plant and on Koto Island off the coast of Formosa, and P-38s attacks oil 
production area at Gyuni Kuki, Formosa. B-24s and B-25s, supporting Australian forces, 
hits Balikpapan area on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies, Samarinda 
shipyards on the banks of the Mahakam River in North Borneo, various targets along the 
Samarinda road, and warehouses at Tandjung, Borneo. B-24s (including some of RAAF) 
bombs the warehouses at Donggala on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
100-plus fighters of the Twentieth Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
attack airfields and other targets at Hyakuri in Ibaraki Prefecture, central Pacific coast of 
Honshu Island, Chofu city in the western end of Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan, 
Tokorozawa in the central part of the Musashino plain, west of Tokyo, Honshu Island, 
Japan, and Yachimata city in northern Chiba Prefecture in the western end of Tokyo, 
Honshu Island.  
 
Foreign Minister Togo has an unofficial discussion with to Prince Konoye, former Prime 
Minister of Japan, in the town of Karuizawa in Kitasaku District, Nagano, Japan, whether 
Konoye would be willing to accept the assignment for the Emperor as special emissary to 
Moscow with wide discretion as regards peace terms.  The Prince indicated that he will 
undertake the mission if the Emperor commanded him to do so. 
 

JULY 9 
Dutch forces land north of Balikpapan, on the southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies. 
 
Australian and Dutch forces complete encirclement of Balikpapan Bay on the southeast 
coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies.  
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Chinese troops recapture the Tanchuk airbase. China, forces now again control the three 
air bases the 14th AAF lost last year. 
 
43 B-24s, Seventh Army Air Force, from Okinawa bombs the Omura airfield, one other  
bombs the airfield on Kikai Island. 50-plus Okinawa-based B-25s hits the Tokuno airfield 
on Tokuno Island. 
 
Five B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out a pair of bridges in the Sinantien area of 
China. 14 P-51s and P-38s destroys bridges near Hengyang and Sinshih in China, damage 
a bridge near Chihsien, China, and attacks shipping and railroad around the Chinese 
towns of Hankow, Lukou, Sinshih, and Dong Hoi in French Indochina. 
 
P-38s and P-51s of the Far East Air Force fly ground support in the Iguig area of Cagayan 
River Valley northeastern of Luzon in the Philippines and hits Sabangan in Central Luzon 
in the Philippines, northwest of Manila.  B-24s bombs the Okaseki, Toyohara, and Takao 
airfields on Formosa. A-26s attacks Karenko, Formosa. B-24s and P-38s support 
Australian forces, hits Japanese forces in areas near Balikpapan on the southeast coast of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies, Manggar on the eastern coast of Borneo, and Sepinggang on 
the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan. P-47s hits Samarinda shipyards on the 
banks of the Mahakam River in North Borneo. B-25s in support of operations in the 
Brunei Bay area on northwest Borneo bombs Japanese-occupied near Beaufort northern 
part of the island of North Borneo. 
 
102 P-51 Mustangs from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain strike targets at Itami 
between Ina River and Muko River in the southeast area of Hyogo Prefecture, Honshu 
Island, Hamamatsu in western Shizuoka Prefecture, on the Pacific coast side of Honshu 
Island, Aichi in the Chubu region near the center of the Japanese main island of Honshu, 
and Washinomiya in the Kanto region, located north of Tokyo. 
 
575 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force firebomb five Japanese cities during the night. 
Sendai, northeastern Pacific Coast Honshu Island, is bombed with incendiary by 123 
Superfortresses destroying 1.22 sq. miles, 27% of the city area; one B-29 attacks an 
alternate target, 115 B-29s drop their incendiary bombs on Sakai in western Honshu 
Island destroying 1.02 sq. miles, 44% of the city area; three B-29s find alternate targets. 
129 B-29s fly over Gifu City in the south-central portion of Gifu Prefecture, Honshu 
Island with incendiary destroying 1.93 sq. miles, 74% of the city, and 108 B-29s 
Wakayama near Osaka, Honshu Island burning out 2.1 sq. miles, 52.5% of the city, 
concluding the raid early the following morning; 61 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing 
bomb the oil refinery at Yokkaichi by Ise Bay bordering the Pacific Ocean on Honshu 
Island with high explosive bombs with poor results; one bomber hits an alternate target. 
During these missions three Superfortresses are lost. 
 
Phase V of Operation STARVATION, aimed at the total blockade of the Japanese home 
islands, begins as 30 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine Shimonoseki Straits 
separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and the waters off Niigata northern 
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Honshu Island and opening into Osaka Bay and Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, facing 
Nanao Bay, Honshu Island.  
 
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ship Nippu Maru outside Wakamatsu harbor in the  
Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, damage cargo ship Kamishima Maru off Wakamatsu, 
and damage the cargo ship Gakujo Maru, cargo ships Shinto Maru outside Wakamatsu 
harbor, and Sanzen Maru, southeast of Genkai Jima light northeast of Nishiura Saki, 
Kyushu Island, and tanker Mitsu Maru in Kobe harbor on the southern side of the main 
island of Honshu.  
 
U.S. Navy PT-359 and PT-373 locates and destroys a radar post and the tower at 
Balabalagan Island in Makassar Strait between Boreno and Celebes Island, Dutch East 
Indies. 
 
Motor minesweeper YMS-84 is sunk by a mine off Balikpapan, Borneo, Dutch East 
Indies. 
 
U.S. submarine Bluefish sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 50 off the 
east coast of Malaya.  
 
British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks three Japanese sailing ships with her deck gun in 
the Gulf of Thailand. 
 
Japanese gunboat Choun Maru is damaged by an aircraft.  
 
Japanese tanker Tenwa Maru is damaged by marine casualty in Kobe Harbor on the 
southern side of the main island of Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Funeral, for the late Australian Prime Minister John Curtin, is held in Perth, Australia. 

JULY 10 
The U.S. Joint-Chiefs-of-Staff orders the activation of the U.S. Army Strategic Air Force 
in the Pacific, to be under the command of General Carl A. Spaatz, USA, and controlled 
strategically by the Joint-Chiefs-of-Staff. 
 
During the night B-24 of the Seventh Army Air Force, from Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
islands, bombs the Karasehara airfield on Kyushu Island, Japan. 43 other Okinawa-based 
B-24s bombs the Wan and Sateku airfields on Kikaiga Island near Nishime, Kagoshima, 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu. 50-plus B-25s bomb the Wan airfield on 
Kikaiga Island and Saha-Saki on Naka-No I, both in the Ryukyu Islands, and Kurume on 
Kyushu Island. 
 
Four B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force flies a search flight down the west coasts of 
Paramushiru and Shimushu Islands in the Kuril Islands and then radar-bomb Minami 
Cape in the Kuril Archipelago. A single B-24 flies a radar ferret mission over north Kuril 
Islands. 
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14 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force drops bombs on the town of Dong Anh, French 
Indochina, railroad shops at Phu Lang Thuong in French Indochina, and truck convoys 
moving through Siang Chiang Valley of China. 22 P-51s and P-38s attacks warehouses at 
Wuchang, China, strikes railroad near Yoyang, China, machine guns three railroad 
stations close to Chuanhsien in China, hits buildings near Kanchou, China destroys a 
bridge approach south of Chuting in China, damages bridge near Hengyang, China, and 
strikes at Weichow Island in the Gulf of Tonkin located off the east coast of French 
Indochina, southern China, and Hainan Island's west coast, Laohokow airfield in China, 
and Tourane in French Indochina. 
 
P-38s and P-51s from the Far East Air Force support ground action in the Cagayan Valley 
in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines and hits enemy pockets east of 
Manila on Luzon. B-24s bombs the Tainan airfield on Formosa, destroying several 
planes, and bombs warehouses at Takao, Formosa. B-24s hits the town of Muarakaman 
on Borneo in the Dutch East Indies and the airfield at Tabanio on the Java Sea side of 
Borneo while P-38s strafes numerous in southeastern Borneo. B-24s bombs the Donggala 
warehouse area on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
1900 B-29s and medium bombers escorted by carrier aircraft attack Kofu, Honshu's 
largest inland city.  600 B-29s firebomb the city destroying 66% of Kofu.  502nd Bomb 
Group attack Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands. 
 
Twentieth Air Force fighters, based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, fly over 100 
effective sorties against Hashin, Nishinomiya between the cities of Osaka and Kobe of 
Honshu, Japan, Sano located in Tochigi, east-central Honshu Island, and Tokushima on 
Shikoku Island in Japan, mostly hitting airfields. 
 
More than 1,000 planes from fourteen fast carriers of the U.S. Navy Task Force 38 under 
Admiral McCain, attacks airfields destroying 173 Japanese planes on the Tokyo plain, 
Honshu Island.  Other sorties go after shipping, industrial targets, and transportation in 
the area. This is the largest assault on Tokyo to date.   
 
Japanese destroyer Sakura is sunk by a mine in the Sea of Japan. 
 
Dr. Per Jacobsson, a Swede, acting as a go-between for Japanese bankers of the Bank for 
International Settlement in Basel, talks to Gero von S. Gaevernitz about negotiating a 
surrender of Japan. 
 
In Tokyo Foreign Minister Togo decided to seek the approval of the Supreme War 
Direction Council based upon the Emperor's desire to speed up the dispatch of a special 
emissary to Moscow.  Premier Suzuki summons the six members of the Council to a 
restricted meeting.  The members swiftly agreed that immediate steps need to be taken to 
arrange for the special mission with a message transmitting to the Soviet Government the 
Imperial desire to end the war. 
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U.S. Navy submarine chaser SC-521 founders and sinks, Solomon Islands. 
  
LST-1107 is damaged by grounding off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Hammerhead sinks the Japanese cargo ship Sakura Maru and tanker No.5  
Nanmei Maru.  
 
The U.S. submarine Cod attempts to pull the Dutch submarine 0-19 free but has no 
success, so the Cod takes the 0-19's crew on board and demolition charges are set on 
board the 0-19. The extremely secret radar and sonar is also destroyed. Two torpedoes are 
fired from the Cod and destroys the aft section, 16 shells of the Cod’s 5-inch deck gun 
completes the destruction of 0-19.  The Cod takes the crew to Subic Bay in the 
Philippines. 
 
U.S. submarine Lionfish attacks the Japanese submarine I-162 off Cape Ashizuri 
southernmost point of the island of Shikoku, Japan, although the Lionfish claims two hits 
and to have sunk her quarry, I-162 escapes undamaged.  
 
U.S. submarine Moray sinks the Japanese whaling ship No.6 Fumi Maru east of 
Kinkazan off northeastern Honshu Island of Japan in the Pacific Ocean off the Oshika 
Peninsula.  
 
U.S. submarine Sea Robin sinks the Japanese cargo ship Sakishima Maru north of 
Quelpart Island south of Korea.  
 
Japanese guard boat No.3 Kashima Maru and cargo ship No.10 Hachiryu Maru are sunk 
by U.S. aircraft north of the mouth of the Yangtze River, China.  
 
Mine laid B-29s of the 20th Air Force sinks the Japanese cargo ship Chikuma, off 
Mojizaki on the island of Kyushu; cargo vessel Tsukuba Maru is damaged west of Osaka 
Harbor in western Honshu Island.  
 
At a meeting of the Supreme War Direction Council, Emperor Hirohito urges haste in 
moves to mediate the peace through Russia. 
 
On Mindanao in the Philippines, the 24th Division, U.S. Army, secures the Sarangani area 
cutting off approximately 1500 Japanese troops. 
 

JULY 11 
British and American carrier aircraft begin a five-week campaign to destroy Japanese 
warships, merchant ships, seaports, and airfields in and around Honshu Island, Hokkaido 
Island, Kuril Islands, and China. 
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During the night, a pair of B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands attacks the Byu and Miyazaki airfields on Kyushu Island, Japan. 
 
The 8th Army Air Force in England starts redeployment of 2118 4-engined bombers to the 
United States to be assigned to the Pacific theater.  
 
Five B-24 bombers flying for the 11th Army Air Force make a radar-bomb flight to 
Kataoka on Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands. Four B-25s fly shipping sweeps 
and bombs the Otomae Bay fishery, Kuril Islands. 
 
25 P-51s and P-40s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force attacks bridges, enemy troops, gun 
positions, rail traffic, rivercraft, coastal shipping, and various scattered targets at or near 
Nanchang in China, to the Luichow Peninsula, China. 
 
P-51s of the Far East Air Force sweep Kyushu Island of Japan. B-24s bombs the 
Shinchiku airfield on Formosa. B-25s and other aircraft hammer enemy troop 
concentrations and defenses in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in 
the Philippines with napalm. This is the debut of napalm bombs in the Philippines and on 
the island of Luzon. B-24s strike Japanese troop concentrations on Negros Island, 
Philippines. B-25s and P-38s pound highway targets in the Balikpapan area of Borneo, 
Dutch East Indies. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: B-29s conduct the second longest attack of the Pacific War by 
mining the Korean port of Rashin.  During the night 25 B-29s mine Shimonoseki Strait 
between the Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea 
of Japan and waters at Miyazu City in Kyoto Prefecture on the 
Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Maizuru City located in 
Kyoto, Honshu Island, on an inlet of the Sea of Japan, Obama 
Island Wakasa Bay due north of Kyoto on the Sea of Japan side 
of Honshu Island and, in the first B-29 operation to Korea, at 
Pusan and Najin to drop mines in the water. 
 
The United States Post Office begins selling the 3 cent Iwo Jima 
stamp.  The stamp is based on the cropped Rosenthal photo of the 
second flag rising on Mount Suribachi, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands.   
 
Mines sink Japanese cargo ship No.3 Takechi Maru near Shodo Jima in the Seto Inland 
Sea that separate the Japanese islands of Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, and damage 
cargo vessel Tatsutyuyu Maru off Senzaki.  
 
U.S. submarine Barb sinks the Japanese guard boat No.15 Seiho Maru and diesel sampan 
No.15 Seiho Maru off Hokkaido Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Kingfish sinks the Japanese fishing boat Inari Maru off Maedate, Japan. 
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Lt. General Harada on Mindanao in the Philippines receives word that the American 
Army forces have been replaced by large Filipino guerrilla forces. 
 
Japanese destroyer Nashi anchored in Hikari Bay, Japan, acts as a target for the Kaiten 
released from Japanese submarine I-157. 
 
In Moscow Ambassador Sato receives a message from Foreign Minister Togo authorizing 
him to tell the Russians that Japan, in connection with the termination of the war, had "no 
thought of annexing or retaining the territories under her occupation." 
 

JULY 12 
Prince Fumimaro Konoye is summoned to see the Emperor to discuss how to end the war 
by asking Moscow to serve as a mediator to negotiate a cease-fire with the Allies. 
 
Emperor Hirohito learns from his personal investigator, Admiral Kioshi Hasegawa that 
Japan is losing the war and that war production is below prewar output. 
 
Blaming overextension of its war effort, the Australian government backs out on its  
promise to temporarily accommodate Dutch troops on their way through to occupied  
former Dutch colonial territory after the war. 
 
The 1st Battalion of the 24th Infantry of the U.S. Army goes ashore at the southeast side 
of Sarangani Bay on the southern tip of the island on Mindanao in the Philippines to 
reinforce a reconnaissance patrol, which located a strong Japanese force in the interior, 
and proceeded to pursue the Japanese through the jungle. This will be the final 
amphibious landing at Mindanao and the last in the Philippines. 
 
Farther to the south on the southern tip of Mindanao in the Philippines, minor group of 
the X Corps units seized Sarangani and Balut Islands. 
 
U.S. Navy submarine chaser PC-582 is damaged by grounding, Philippines. 
  
Mines sink the Japanese salvage ship Nasu Maru near Niigata on the northwest coast of 
Honshu Island, the largest island of Japan, and faces the Sea of Japan and Sado Island in 
Niigata Prefecture, in the Chubu region of Japan, cargo vessel No.3 Fukushin Maru off 
Osaka Harbor lighthouse in western Honshu Island, Japan, cargo ship Kojun Maru east of 
Niigata light, and tanker Mitsu Maru in Akashi Strait connects the Pacific Ocean to the 
Sea of Japan and separate Honshu Island and Awaji Island ; and damage freighters 
Takarasan Maru outside Wakamatsu Harbor, of Kyushu Island of Japan.  
 
In Burma, Detachment 101 is deactivated and native troops are able to return to their 
homes, and the Americans join the growing OSS organization in China.   During its 
activation the Detachment has killed 5,428 Japanese and rescued 574 Allied personnel at 
a loss of 22 Americans. 
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47 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force flying from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, 
failing to bomb the primary of target of Tsuiki airfield in Fukuoka Prefecture, Kyushu 
Island because of clouds attacks the airfields on Kikaiga Island at Amami Gunto in the 
Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago. Two Okinawa based B-24s bombs the Byu airfield 
Kyushu Island and Miyazaki airfield Kyushu Island during the night. 50-plus B-25s 
bombs the Kanoya airfield south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island 
and the town of Aburatsu on Kyushu Island and the Tokuno airfield on Tokuno Island. 
Japanese Army airfield at Chiran on Kyushu Island is pounded by 70 B-25s and A-26s. 
(This is first strike against Japan by the Seventh Army Air Force A-26s.) Two more A-
26s hits Ibusuki seaplane station at the southern the most tip of Satsuma peninsula, 
Kyushu Island. 
 
Three B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force blast Japanese supply convoys moving through  
the Siang Chiang Valley of China. 43 P-51s and P-38s hits bridges, rivercraft, barracks 
road traffic, and coastal shipping around Changsha to the Luichow Peninsula of China, 
and Nanchang, China. Two bridges are destroyed and others damaged, Airfields are 
strafed at Vinh in French Indochina and Kiungshan on the coast of Hainan Island in the 
Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China. 
 
P-51s of the Far East Air Force sweep Kyushu Island of Japan. B-24s bombs Canton, 
China. Other B-24s bombs Toshien, Formosa, while A-26s hits numerous targets at 
Tamazato, Formosa. P-51s hits the western Formosan coast. Fighter-bombers hits 
pillboxes near Iguig in the province of Cagayan, Luzon, Philippines, attacks enemy 
concentrations in the Bontoc-Kiangan area of Luzon, and support ground forces east of 
Manila on Luzon. B-24s flying over Negros Island in the Philippines in support of ground 
forces bombs northeast of Mount Mandalagan. B-24s destroy Tandjung barrack area of 
North Borneo. B-24s hits Donggala warehouses on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
During the night, 453 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force four missions to drop 
incendiaries. At Utsonomiya of Tochigi Prefecture in the Tokyo area of Honshu Island 
115 B-29s destroy 0.94 sq. miles, 34.2% of the city; five others hit alternate targets, 
Ichinomiya in Aichi Prefecture near the center of the Japanese main island of Honshu, 
123 B-29s attack destroying 0.01 sq. miles, 0.8% of the city area; two others hit alternate 
targets. At Tsuruga in southern Fukui Prefecture in the Hokuriku region of Honshu 
Island, 92 B-29s burn out 0.77 sq. miles, 68% of the city; two attack alternate targets, and 
at Uwajima, which faces Bungo Channel between the Inland Sea and the Pacific Ocean 
on Shikoku Island, Japan, 0.14 sq. miles, 14% of the city is destroyed; one bomber strikes 
an alternate target. During these missions one Superfortresses is lost. 
 
53 B-29 bombers of the 315th Bomb Wing of the Twentieth Air Force drop high 
explosive bombs on the petroleum center at Kawasaki located between Tokyo and 
Yokohama along the south bank of the Tama River on Honshu Island. This attack 
demolishes approximately 25 per cent of the complex. Two Superfortresses are lost, one 
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between the islands Guam and Tinian in the Mariana Islands, most likely during takeoff. 
 
Town of Kiangan near Manila on Luzon in the Philippines falls to the U.S. Army 6th 
Infantry Division, but resistance in the area continues.  
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese tug with her deck gun in the Gulf of  
Thailand. 
 
Australian troops capture Maradi, Borneo, as Allied troops land near Andus. 
 
Chicago scientists of the Metallurgical Laboratory poll themselves on the use of the 
Atomic Bomb.  Most are in favor of a non-military demonstration of the weapons 
destructive power. 
 
The Thailand's National Assembly declares Bangkok an open city to protect it from being 
destroyed. 
 

JULY 13 
The Japanese Foreign office officially notifies Moscow that the Emperor is considering 
peace.  Japan's Soviet Ambassador delivers to the Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Molotov, the message from Togo asking that peace be restored. 
 
Washington D.C. intercepts and decodes a cable from Japanese Foreign Minister 

Shigenori Togo to his Ambassador in Moscow that states, 
“Unconditional surrender is the only obstacle to peace.” 
 
Emperor of Japan, Hirohito 
 
The United States takes responsibility for sinking the Japanese relief 
ship Awa Maru.  
 
British carrier aircraft bombs bases on Sumatra Island in the Greater 

Sunds Islands, Dutch East Indies, and the Indian Ocean Islands of Nicobar. 
 
U.S. Navy Task Force 93 comprising light cruisers Richmond and Concord and five 
destroyers, commences an anti-shipping sweep; these ships will pass down the Kuril 
Island chain and into the Sea of Okhotsk lying between the Kamchatka Peninsula on the 
east, the Kuril Islands on the southeast, the island of Hokkaidō to the south, the island of 
Sakhalin along the west. Although shadowed by Japanese planes.  
 
U.S. Navy Task Force 95 comprising large cruisers Alaska and Guam, four light cruisers 
and nine destroyers, sorties from Leyte Gulf in the Philippines to conduct anti-shipping 
sweeps in the East China Sea, off East China coast, Japanese Island of Kyushu to the 
north, and Formosa to the south.  
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14 B-25s and 12 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force strike bridges, railroad yards, and AA 
guns at Anyang and Puchi in China, and Do Cam, French Indochina. 33 P-51s and P-38s 
molest river shipping, buildings, road traffic, railroad, and general targets of opportunity 
around Trung, Khanh Phu, Tonkin Delta area, and Cao Bang in French Indochina as well 
as Wangypan, Luichow Peninsula, Thanh Hoa, Pinglo, Changsha, and Wuchou in China. 
 
B-24s from the Far East Air Force drop bombs on storage areas around Canton in China. 
B-24s assault boatyards and buildings at Suo on Formosa while A-26s hits Karenko 
railroad yards, Formosa. B-24s strike targets northeast of Mount Mandalagan on Negros 
Island in the Philippines; other bombers hits the Kiangan area of North Luzon of the 
Philippines, attacks Japanese pockets east of Iguig in the province of Cagayan, Luzon, 
and north of Tuguegarao in northern Luzon, pounds pillboxes, ammo dumps, and 
vehicles in the Cervantes sector of in Northern Luzon, and blast areas near Siniloan, close 
to Laguna de Bay, the largest lake in the Philippines located east of Manila, Luzon. P-38s 
attacks gun entrenchments in the Miri area off the northwestern coast of Borneo. P-38s on 
fly over Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies hits other targets. 
 
Thirty-one B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Straits between the 
Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan and 
the waters off the Port of Masan in South Korea, Reisui on the south coast of Korea, and 
the Port of Chongjin, Korea, and the waters of Fukuoka on the northern shore of the 
island of Kyushu in Japan.  
 
British submarine HMS Trenchant sinks the unnamed Japanese schooner, western 
Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies.  
 
U.S. submarine Cod pulls into Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippines to off load Dutch crew 
members of the Dutch sub O-19 then resumed her patrol. 
 
Mines sink the cargo ships No.7 Agata Maru and No.13 Yamabishi Maru, Wakamatsu 
Harbor n the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, and damage cargo ship Hayahi Maru north 
of Mutsure Light near Ise Bay, Honshu Island; cargo ship Korasan Maru in Shimonoseki 
Strait that separates Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan. 
 
Japanese guard boats No.7 Myojin Maru and No.6 Sakae Maru are sunk by U.S. aircraft 
off Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands.  
 
Farrington Daniels, Director of the Met Lab at the University of Chicago, tells James 
Compton that 72 percent of the scientists favor a military demonstration of the atomic 
bomb in Japan or in the United States with representatives from Japan present before it is 
used the civilian population.  
 
Ben Chifley, the Treasurer, is selected Prime Minister of Australia to place John Curtin, 
and the Interim Prime Minister F.M. Forde. 

JULY 14 
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Bad weather prevents attacks on airfields in northern Honshu and Hokkaido Islands of 
Japan, planes from U.S. Navy Task Force 38 hits shipping, rail facilities, and ground 
installations in those areas instead.  
 
American Task Unit TU 34.8.1 under Rear Admiral John F. Shafroth made up of 
battleships (Indiana, Massachusetts, and South Dakota) cruisers, and destroyers shell 
Kamaishi, Honshu Island, Japan.  This is the first naval gunfire to land on the home 
islands.  The primary target is the Japan Ironworks plant.  
 
The Seventh Army Air Force is assigned from Army Air Force, Pacific Ocean Area, 
AAFPOA, and overall operational control by the U.S. Navy to Far East Air Force. 
Seventh Army Air Force Headquarters move from Saipan in the Mariana Islands to 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, operating under Tac Air Force, Ryukyu Islands, Tenth 
Army Tac Air Force, since April when first element of the Headquarters Seventh Army 
Air Force arrived, are now under operational control of Headquarters Seventh Army Air 
Force which open on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands on this date.  
 
The Seventh Army Air Force officially joins the Fifth and Thirteenth Army Air Forces as 
part of the Far East Air Force.  
 
The Tactical Air Force is dissolved due to its mission being completed, and the Far East 
Air Force will assume control of the air attacks against Japan.  
 
General Clair Chennault, organizer of the AVG Flying Tigers and commander of the 14th  
Army Air Force in China, announces his retirement. 
 
25 P-51s and P-38s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force bombs or strafes ammunition and 
supply dumps, river, road, and rail traffic, and coastal shipping around Laohokow, 
Tinpak, Koyiu and Yutze, China and Hung Yen, Bac Ninh, Hongay, Mon Cay and Vinh, 
French Indochina. 
 
A-26s of the Far East Air Force hits the Taiharo refinery and warehouse area of Formosa. 
P-51s flying over the western of China coast blast railroad targets. P-47s sweep northern 
China coast and attacks coastal cargo vessels near Tinghai, China. P-47s support ground 
forces in the Mankayan in the mineral district (copper and gold mine), Luzon, Philippines 
and Kiangan areas of North Luzon and hit enemy positions in the Ipo northeast of Manila 
through the Infanta sector northeast of Manila, bordered by Lamon Bay on the east, 
Luzon. B-24s support Allied ground forces on Negros Island in the Philippines, bombing 
area close to Mount Mandalagan. Other B-24s bomb the airstrips at Boeloedowang, 
Limboeng, Mapanget, and Tanamon and Japanese headquarters at Sindjai on Celebes 
Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
P-51 Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain 
take off for a strike against Meiji and Kagamigahara in the Nagoya area on central 
Honshu Island, Japan area but abort because of weather conditions. 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_iwo_jima.html
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A test dummy atomic bomb fails at Los Alamos, New Mexico, because an explosive 
assembly did not produce the symmetrical shock wave needed to trigger the bomb. 
 
Parts for "Little Boy", first atomic bomb, are shipped to San Francisco, California, for 
delivery to Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. 
 
Japanese submarine I-351 is sunk by the U.S. submarine Bluefish, Borneo. 
 
American PT-163, PT-167, and PT-170 revisit Balabalagan Island in Makassar Strait 
between Boreno and Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies to be sure that the radar station 
demolished on the 9th has not been reestablished.  The crew of the PT boats finds the 
shack and equipment is wrecked.  Several new graves are found and a dead solider 
nearby. 
 
U.S. submarine Trepang sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun east of Honshu, 
Island, Japan. 
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks a Japanese barge and tug with her deck gun in the 
Gulf of Thailand. 
 
Japanese destroyer Tachibana is sunk by carrier planes off northern Honshu Island, 
Japan. 
 
LST-684 and LST-826 are damaged by grounding off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
Mines sink Japanese cargo ships Senju Maru off Moji across the Kanmon Straits from the 
city of Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu Islands, Japan, and Kiukiang Maru.  
 
On Borneo, Australian troops penetrate the Japanese defenses in the Makassar Strait 
coastal belt.  
 
Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov leaves with Stalin for the Potsdam Conference in 
Germany without replying to the Japanese message asking that peace be restored. 
 
In Tokyo Premier Suzuki holds a meeting with six members of the Supreme War 
Direction  
Council.  The Premier informs the council the Emperor is entrusting the Moscow mission 
to Prince Konoye.  Foreign Minister Togo follows with the steps already taken to obtain 
the consent of the Soviet Government.  When the question on peace terms is discussions 
a deadlock is the results.  Since no agreement can be made, the final decision on peace 
terms is deferred until Prince Konoye makes it to Moscow and begins the mediation 
discussions. 
 
Italy declares war on Japan effective July 15, 1945. 
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JULY 15 

U.S. Navy carrier aircraft raid Japanese shipping, ferries, rail facilities and ground 
installations in northern Honshu and Hokkaido Islands, Japan. 
 
United States battleships, cruisers, and destroyers shell steel and iron works at Muroran 
and Wanishi Iron Works on the southern coast of Hokkaido Island, Japan.  Regardless of 
the limited visibility, the shelling caused destruction amounting to the loss of 
approximately 75 days of output of coke and a slightly smaller loss of pig iron for the 
Wanishi Iron Works, and 40% of a month's output for the Muroran Works. The shelling 
also drastically interrupts railway, electric, and telephone systems in the area. 
 
Australian troops capture Mount Batochampar, Borneo. 
 
The German submarine U-219 is commissioned in to the Japanese Navy as the I-505 
however there are not enough Japanese crews to man the submarine. As a result, she 
never leaves her moorings. 
 
The German submarine U-682 that was taken over in Singapore, Malaya, on May 6, 
1945, becomes the Japanese submarine I-502. 
 
Japanese cargo ship Sorachi Maru is damaged by a mine in Rashin Harbor, Korea.  
 
Japanese cargo ship No.5 Nichiyu Maru is damaged by a mine off Tomita.  
 
Light minelayer Thomas E. Fraser is damaged in collision with miscellaneous auxiliary 
Elk off Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. submarine Barb sinks the Japanese sampan Seiho Maru No.15 with her deck gun off 
Hokkaido Island, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Cero rescues three crew members of a downed bomber and shells the  
Japanese lighthouse and radio station at Shiriya Saki, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Skate sinks the Japanese transport Miho Maru east of South Sakhalin, 
Kuril Islands. 
 
British submarine HMS Supreme sinks three coastal ships with her deck gun in the Gulf 
of Thailand. 
 
British submarine HMS Trenchant sinks three small Japanese junks with her deck gun the 
Lombok Strait connecting the Java Sea to the Indian Ocean, and is located between the 
islands of Bali and Lombok in the Dutch East Indies. 
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Several B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force blow away an enemy truck convoys moving 
through Siang Chiang Valley of China. 39 P-51s and P-47s attacks rivercraft, Japanese 
troops, coastal shipping, bridges, railroad yards, gun positions, trains, and other targets 
around Luichow Peninsula and the Chinese towns of Anyang, Yutze, Sinsiang, 
Fentingtukou, Paoching, Tanchuk, and Kweiyi and the French Indochina towns of  Pac 
Muong, and Haiphong. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force blast arms plant at Canton in China. On Formosa P-51s 
sweep the west coast, blasting a warehouse and other buildings near Takao and on Hoko 
Island. P-38s and P-51s support ground forces in the Cayagan Valley n the northeastern 
region of Luzon in the Philippines, in the Kiangan sector of North Luzon, and in the 
Cervantes area of Northern Luzon. B-25s and P-51s bombs enemy positions in the Infanta 
sector northeast of Manila on Luzon. 58 B-24s hits airfields at Tomitaka and Usa on 
Kyushu Island, Japan. 25 bombers hammer Kikai Island in the Amami Islands of the 
Ryukyu Archipelago, Miranoura on Yaku Island of the Osumi Islands to the south of 
Kyushu Island, Japan, and airfields at Tamega Island. 
 
27 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Korean waters off Najin, Wonsan, 
Hungnam and Pusan, and off Naoetsu and Niigata on northern Honshu Island. 59 other B-
29s bombs Nippon Oil Company at Kudamatsu City in Yamaguchi Prefecture in western 
Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
In the Volcano Island chain Iwo Jima-based aircraft fly over 100 effective sorties against 
airfields and other targets at Meiji near Tokyo on Honshu Island, Kagamigahara in the 
Gifu Prefecture of central Japan on Honshu Island, Kowa Aichi Prefecture, along Mikawa 
Bay, Honshu Island, Akenogahara near the coast in Mie Prefecture part of the Kansai 
region on the main Honshu Island, Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, 
and Suzuko. 
 
The Atomic Bomb’s inner cannon leave Los Alamos for Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. 
 
President Truman arrives at Antwerp on his way to the Potsdam meeting in Germany.  
Secretary of State Byrnes has convinced him to drop Article 12 of the Potsdam 
Declaration, which had provided assurance that the Emperor would be allowed to retain 
his throne as a constitutional monarch.  
 
AIF troops capture Prince Alexander Range located on Borneo. 
 

JULY 16 
The first atomic bomb test is conducted at Alamogordo, New Mexico.  The device has a 
yield of 19 kilotons, which is equivalent to 19,000 tons of TNT.  
 
The leaders of the three leading nations, Great Britain, Russia, and United States, Big 
Three, meet at Potsdam, Germany, to draw up terms for the Japanese surrender.  The 
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thrust of the conference, code name TERMINAL, is political.  Potsdam is the termination 
of World War II. 
 
The U.S.S. Indianapolis leaves San Francisco, California, with important parts for the 
first atomic bomb. 
 
U.S. submarine Baya sinks the Ambon-bound Japanese torpedo boat Kari in the Java Sea, 
Dutch east Indies.  
 
U.S. submarine Blenny sinks the Japanese gunboat Nankai west of Surabaya, Java, Dutch 
East Indies.  
 
Mines sink the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Byoritsu Maru at the entrance to  
Chongjin Bay in northern Korea; cargo ship Nanjin Maru off Wakamatsu in the Fukuoka 
Area of Kyushu Island, cargo ships Nissho Maru off Mutsure near Ise Bay, Honshu 
Island, and Taikosan Maru off Motoyama-misaki located in Nagaoka District, Kochi, 
Honshu Island; and cargo vessel Rijo Maru off Ube on the Seto Inland Sea, Honshu 
Island; and irreparably damages the submarine depot ship Nachi Maru north of Kyushu, 
off Mutsure Jima in the Chugoku Region, Honshu Island. 
 
British and American carrier aircraft attack the Tokyo-Yokosuka area of Honshu Island, 
Japan. 
 
In southern China, the Japanese start pulling out of Amoy. 
 
The Japanese battleship Nagato is sunk at the Yokosuka Naval Yard at the entrance to 
Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Japanese submarine I-13 is sunk by carrier aircraft and by the U.S. Navy destroyer escort 
Lawrence C. Taylor, east of Japan. 
 
Headquarters Eighth Army Air Force is transferred without personnel, equipment, or 
combat elements to Okinawa, Ryukyu Island, where Eighth and Twentieth Air Forces are 
to comprise the USASTAF under command of General Spaatz.  
 
General Thomas J. Hanley assumes command of the Army Air Force (AAF), India-
Burma Theater. 
 
Headquarters Seventh Army Air Force moves from Saipan Island in the Mariana Islands 
to Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands and is shifted from Army Air Force Pacific Ocean Area 
and overall operational control by the U.S. Navy to Far East Air Force, FEAF. Seventh 
Army Air Force units in the Ryukyu Islands, operating under Tactical Air Force, Ryukyu 
Islands, Tenth Army Tactical Air Force, since April 1945 when the first element of the 
Seventh Army Air Force arrive, are now under operational control of Headquarters 
Seventh Army Air Force. 
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A pair of B-24s, from the 11th Army Air Force flies a negative shipping search mission to 
Shimushiru Island, Kuril Island. Four B-25s on enemy shipping sweep deck-level bombs 
and strafes enemy freighter. Three of the bombers then bombs and strafes Marcus Island 
in the northwestern Pacific Ocean. 
 
Five of the Fourteenth Army Air Force's B-25s hammers an enemy truck convoys moving 
supplies through the Siang-Chiang Valley south of Kweilin, China. 60-plus P-38s, P-47s, 
and P-51s continues to attack river, road, and rail traffic, bridges, enemy troops, supplies, 
and other targets at many points in French Indochina and southern and eastern China. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force drop bombs on warehouses at Watampone, Celebes 
Island, Dutch East Indies. P-51s and B-25s help Allied ground forces in the Kiangan-
Baguio sector and areas east of Manila in the Philippines. P-51s on a sweep of Formosa 
they strike  several targets, hitting railroad station and a locomotive shed at Byoritsu and 
scoring a direct hit on a bridge near Koryu, Formosa. B-24s, A-26s, B-25s, P-51s and P-
47s from Okinawa and Ie Shima in the Ryukyu Islands hammer Kyushu Island, Japan. P-
51s hits several coast targets, concentrating on the Kagoshima Bay area on the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan. 27 A-26s, one B-24, and 39 P-47s 
strikes the airfield and bridge at Miyazaki in the southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of 
Kyushu Island; 33 B-24s go after bridges at Nobeoka in Miyazaki on the Pacific coast 
side of Kyushu Island; 36 B-25s, a B-24 and an A-26 pummel the Sadohara bridge in 
southeast Kyushu Island; six B-24s bombs harbor and town of Aburatsu southeast Pacific 
Coast line of Kyushu Island; and five P-47s hits Yanagawa in Fukuoka, Kyushu Island, 
Japan. 
 
P-51 Mustang fighters based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain fly over 100 
successful sorties against mostly airfields at Kameyama in Mie Prefecture, Pacific coast 
line of Honshu Island, Kiyosu and Komaki in Aichi Prefecture, north of Nagoya, Honshu 
Island, Okazaki in Aichi Prefecture in the Mikawa Plain, on the Yahagi River, central 
Honshu Island, Suzuko, and Akenogahara near the coast in Mie Prefecture, Honshu 
Island.  
 
The United States Army Strategic Air Force Pacific is established to consolidate the 
control of B-29 units operating against Japan.  Twentieth Air Force Headquarters is 
officially moved to Harmon Field, Guam, Mariana Islands. XX Bomb Command is 
inactivated, effective July 18th, and Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, XXI 
Bomb Command is redesignated Headquarters Squadron, Twentieth Air Force. Thus the 
Bomber Commands are brought to an end as actual establishments. They pass to direct 
control of Headquarters, Twentieth Air Force of which General LeMay takes command 
on this date.  
 
During the night, 466 B-29s fly four incendiary bomb missions to Japan. 119 B-29s burn 
out 1.4 sq. miles, 89.5% of Numazu on the northern end of the Izu Peninsula west of 
Tokyo on Honshu Island, at Oita on the northwest end of Kyushu Island facing Beppu 
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Bay and the Seto Inland Sea 124 B-29s destroy 0.555 sq. miles, 25.2% of the city, 
Kuwana is attacked by 94 B-29s obliterating 0.63 sq. miles, 77% of the city in northern 
Mie Prefecture on the Pacific coast side of Honshu Island; two B-29s bomb alternate 
targets, and at Hiratsuka in Kanagawa Prefecture on the western Kanto Plain midway 
between Tokyo and Mount Fuji, Honshu Island, 129 B-29s annihilates 1.04 sq. miles, 
44.2% of the city; single Superfortresses drops bombs on an alternate target.   
 
Japan uses a hospital ship to withdraw 1,400 troops of the Imperial Japanese 48th 
Division from Java in the Dutch East Indies. 
 
In Germany, a Japanese general goes to Dullas and tells him that Tokyo will be happy to 
give up everything except for Korea and Formosa as long as the Emperor stays on the 
throne. 
 

JULY 17 
British warships, comprising one battleship, four aircraft carriers, eight light cruisers and 
18 destroyers, join the American 3rd Fleet as Task Force 37. 
 
British submarine HMS Thule sinks a Japanese coastal freighter with her deck gun off of 
Java in the Dutch East Indies. 
 
Aircraft from Admiral McCain carrier force and the British Pacific Fleet carriers,  
commanded by Vice Admiral Rawlings, attacks airfields in the Tokyo area of Honshu  
Island, Japan.  British Naval units continue to work with the Third Fleet until the end of 
the war. 
 
Truman, Churchill, and Stalin along with British and American military leaders meet in 
Potsdam, Germany, so that a plan can be worked out for the British to participate in the 
attack on Japan. 
 
British Task Force 37 and U.S. Navy Task Force 38.2, Third Fleet, make their first attack 
on the Japanese home islands; it is the first British action against the islands of Japan in 
the Pacific War. British Seafire carrier fighters are launched against Japanese airfields at 
Kionoke in the northern part of the island of Honshu, Naruto at the northeastern tip of 
Shikoku Island, and Miyakawa in north central Honshu Island. American warships 
bombarded Hitachi, Ibaraki Prefecture, on the Pacific Ocean side of Honshu Island of 
Japan. The battleships fire 1,207 16-inch shells and the cruisers send 292 6-inch shells 
into the major industrial center for the production of electrical equipment. 
 
General Jimmy Doolittle arrives at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
establishing the 8th Army Air Force in the Pacific. 
 
The 77th Bombardment Squadron (Medium), 28th Bombardment Group (Composite), 
11th Army Air Force flies it's last mission of the war when four B-25s make an fruitless 
shipping sweep between Kurabu Zaki on Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands and Tomari 
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Zaki, Kuril Islands; two of the B-25s land in the Soviet Union and 11 of the 12 airmen 
become the last American aircrew interned in the Soviet Union during the war in the 
Pacific (one airman is KIA). An unproductive shipping sweep is flown by two B-24s over 
Shimushiru Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
A single B-25 of the 14th Army Air Force attacks a three truck convoys in the Siang 
Chiang Valley of China and bomb areas along the river at Hengyang, China. 70-plus P-
51s and P-47s continue to interrupt Japanese movement in French Indochina and south 
and east China, striking bridges, railroad yards, railways, roads, and river traffic, airfields, 
gun positions, and many other targets at various locations, especially around the Chinese 
towns of Suichwan, Linfen, and Sinsiang.  Over 200 B-24s, B-25s and A-26s, and P-47s, 
hit the Kiangwan airdrome, Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East China, which 
contains the largest concentration of Japanese aircraft in China.  
 
Nearly 150 Far East Air Force B-24s, B-25s, and A-26s hammer the Chiang Wan airfield 
in China; P-47s attack shipping and warehouses on or near Taishan Island off the 
coastline of China in the South China Sea while others hit the Tinghai airfield in the 
Chosen Area of China. P-51s, flying over Kyushu Island of Japan and Ryukyu Islands, 
attack shipping, severely damaging a 10,000-ton cargo vessel in the harbor on Amami-O-
Shima. P-47s dive-bomb railroad tunnels near Kagoshima City on the southwestern tip of 
the island of Kyushu in Japan. B-24s bomb Iimboeng barracks and a strafe schooner off 
Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. Elsewhere on Celebes Island the Kampili Sanatorium, 
a POW camp for women and children are hit by bombs.  B-25s attack the Jesselton 
airfield on the north coast of Borneo and Itu Aba Island, the largest of the Spratly Islands 
in the South China Sea. 
 
Twenty-eight B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine Shimonoseki Straits between the 
Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan. 
They also drop mines in the waters off Chongjin, Korea, and Nanao on the Noto 
Peninsula, facing Nanao Bay, Honshu Island and Fushiki on the Sea of Japan side of 
Honshu Island, at Henashi Cape on the far northwest coast of Honshu Island, off Iwase in 
the Tohoku region of Honshu Island at its easternmost point and at Seishin Japan. A 
single B-29 mines an alternate target. 
 
Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.204 is damaged by marine casualty, Senzaki Bay near 
Nobase which is in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Honshu Island.  
 
Japanese intelligence learns that there are approximately 900,000 Russian troops from the 
European front along with 4,000 aircraft in Siberia and along the Manchurian border, 
northeast China. 
 
In Potsdam, Germany, Stalin arrives and immediately meets with Truman.  At their talk 
Stalin informs the President that Russia is ready to enter the war against Japan by the middle 
of August, but first prior to acting Russia will need to complete their negotiations and reach an 
agreement with the Chinese. 
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The Potsdam Conference meets in Potsdam, Germany. The United States along with the 
United Kingdom and the Soviet Union, issues the Potsdam Declaration calling for the 
unconditional surrender of Japan 
 

JULY 18 
U.S. Navy aircraft from the Third Fleet attack Yokosuka Naval Base at the entrance to 
Tokyo Bay and airfields in the Tokyo area. 
 
British Task Force 37 with the battleships HMS King George V and U.S. Navy Task 
Force 38.2, Third Fleet, with battleships North Carolina, Alabama, Iowa, Missouri, and 
Wisconsin shell Hitachi, Ibaraki Prefecture, in the Kanto region on the main island of 
Honshu Japan with 2,000 shells; the Taga Works and Mito Works of Hitachi 
Manufacturing Company are somewhat damaged, and the Yamate Plant and the copper 
refining plants of Hitachi Mine are lightly damaged. Civilian housing areas are also 
attacked, causing many deaths. 
 
U.S. Navy Task Group 35.4 composed of four light cruisers and the destroyers of DesRon 
62, detached from Task Group 38.1, conduct anti-shipping sweep off the entrance to 
Sagami Nada and bombard Japanese radar installations at Cape Nojima, Honshu Island. 
En route to the objective, destroyers Hank and Wallace L. Lind, detached to take a radar 
contact under fire, mistakenly shell, but do not damage, submarine Gabilan.  
 
U.S. Navy carrier based aircraft from the Wasp bombs Wake Island in the Central Pacific 
Ocean. 
 
U.S. submarine Barb sinks Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.112 south of Sakhalin,  
a large Russian island in the North Pacific.  
 
U.S. submarine Cero is damaged by aerial bomb off Kuril Islands northeast from 
Hokkaido Island, Japan and is forced to terminate her patrol.  
 
U.S. submarine Hawkbill is damaged by depth charges off Malaya and is forced to 
terminate her patrol.  
 
British submarine HMS Trenchant, attacks Japanese convoy, sinking the army shuttle 
vessel Hayabusa Maru and damaging cargo vessels No.3 Taikyo Maru and No.3 Nichiei 
Maru and No.2 Saiwai Maru northwest of Lombok Island, Lesser Sunda Islands in the 
Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese submarine I-372 is damaged by a near miss by U.S. naval aircraft during an 
attack on the Yokusuka Naval Base at the entrance to Tokyo Bay. She sinks slowly at the 
docks.  
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U.S. Navy land-based planes sink the Japanese cargo vessels Chishima Maru off 
Kawajiri, a town located in Toyota District, Hiroshima, Kyushu Island, Japan, Shintai 
Maru, and Tagami Maru off Tsushima pacific coast side of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Japanese escort carrier Kaiyo is damaged by a mine, northwest of Satamisaki in Western 
Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Tenyo Maru is sunk by unknown cause, north of Honshu Island, 
Japan.  
 
The Soviet's Foreign Minister Molotov's deputy tells the Japanese Ambassador in 
Moscow that the Soviet Government needs more details concerning the visit and mission 
of the Japanese Emperor's envoy because it is vague. 
 
Stalin holds a talk with Churchill where he had reveals confidential information about Japan's 
discussions in Moscow towards peace.  Churchill questions Stalin why this news was not brought 
to Truman’s attention.  Stalin reply is he feared that Truman might think "that the Russians were 
trying t o influence him towards peace" or "that Russia was reluctant to go to war.” 
 
After the meeting with Truman, Stalin had a separate meeting with Churchill. As it turned out, 
Stalin had revealed to the Prime Minister a piece of confidential information about Japan's peace 
overtures to Moscow . Churchill asked Stalin why he had not brought this news directly to 
Truman. 
 
Eleventh Army Air Force sends out two routine search and weather reconnaissance 
flights. 
 
The Fourteenth Army Air Force dispatches four B-25s to attack the Dong Anh railroad 
yards in French Indochina.  36 P-51s and P-38s strike river traffic, railway travel, coastal 
shipping, enemy positions, trucks, and other targets around Viet Tri and other areas of 
French Indochina and near Yoyang to Dosing in China. 
 
Nearly 150 B-24s, B-25s, and A-26s, covered by 64 P-47s, all from the Far East Air 
Force hits the Shanghai area in the Yangtze River Delta in East China, airfields at Chiang 
Wan in China, Wusung, China, and Lunghua, China, Shanghai docks in East China, 
shipping on the Whangpoo River of East China, and airstrips on Chusan Island off the 
east coast of China. Other P-47s attacks various targets on Kyushu Island of Japan and P-
51s attacks communication lines, bridges, shipping, towns, and targets of opportunity 
throughout Kyushu and the Ryukyu Islands. P-38s hits communications and 
transportations throughout northern part of Formosa while B-24s hammer airfields at 
Matsuyama on the island of Shikoku in Japan. B-24s bombs Boetoeng on southern 
Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies and Watampone on Celebes Island, B-25s hits Jesselton 
on the north coast of Borneo, and P-38s hit Langkon on North Borneo. P-38s hits 
Japanese troop concentration along the Kibawe Trail on Mindanao in the Philippines. 
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The United States Strategic Air Force in the Pacific (USASTAF) is created on Guam in 
the Mariana Islands under the command of General Carl Spaatz. His role is to command 
the Twentieth Air Force as well as the 8th Army Air Force, which at the time is transit 
from Europe to Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Australian patrols from the 7th Division find the Borneo oil fields at Sambodja evacuated 
by the Japanese. 
 
The Dutch government requests access to the Potsdam conference so that they can discuss 
the return of the Dutch East Indies to civilian rule.  
 
President Truman talks with military advisors for advice about the use of the atomic 
bomb. 
 

JULY 19 
U.S. Navy aircraft from Task Force 38 damage the Japanese carriers Amagi and 
Katsuragi, and battleship Haruna at Kure Naval Base at Hiroshima on Honshu Island, 
Japan.  
 
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier Antietam is damaged by premature explosion of 5-inch shell 
during gunnery exercises, Hawaiian Operating Area.  
 
Japanese planes attack U.S. fleet units off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands; one Kamikaze 
crashes and damages destroyer Thatcher; another nearly crashes destroyer Charles J. 
Badger. 
 
U.S. Navy ships of Task Group 35.4 carry out a final shelling of radar stations at Nojima  
Saki south of Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Bluefish sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun east of Sumatra 
Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
 U.S. submarine Bumper, attacking Japanese convoy in Gulf of Thailand, sinks the fleet 
 tanker No.3 Kyoei Maru.  
 
U.S. submarine Cod sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun in the South China Sea 
off the east coast of Malaya. 
 
British submarine HMS Thule sinks a Japanese coastal freighter with her deck gun, Java, 
Dutch East Indies.  
 
Mines sink Japanese cargo ship Daikoku Maru inside Niigata harbor that opens into 
Osaka Bay on northern Honshu Island.  
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20 B-25s, 16 P-51s, and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force blast railroad yards at 
Shihkiachwang in China. Seven other B-25s and a couple of P-51s attack bridges near 
Yoyang, China, and bomb a truck convoys in the Siang Chiang Valley of China. 37 
planes disrupt enemy movement over wide areas of French Indochina and China. 
 
P-38s of the Far East Air Force hits suicide boat hideout at Sandakan on the northeastern 
coast of Borneo while B-25s bombs Jesselton airfield on the north coast of Borneo. On 
Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies the Kampili Sanatorium, a POW camp for women 
and children, is again hit by bombs killing seven women and children and destroyed a 
large part of the complex.  P-38s support ground forces, hitting positions along the 
Kibawe Trail on Mindanao in the Philippines. B-25s hits Itu Aba of the Spratly Islands in 
the South China Sea. 90 plus P-51s from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain hammers 
numerous targets on sweeps over the Nagoya area on the Pacific coast on central Honshu 
Island of Japan and hits airfields, factories, power facilities, and gun positions at locations 
including Kagamigahara in the Gifu Prefecture of central Japan on Honshu Island, 
Nishinomiya between the cities of Osaka and Kobe of Honshu Island, and Osaka on 
Honshu Island. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: 27 B-29s lay mines off the Japanese ports Oyama on the Omoi 
River on Honshu Island, Niigata on the northwest coast of Honshu Island, Miyazu on the 
Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Maizuru on the southwest coast of Honshu Island, 
Tsuruga on the Sea of Japan facing Wakasa Bay on Honshu Island, Nezugaseki on Sea of 
Japan side of Honshu Island, Obama Island north of Kyoto on the Sea of Japan side of 
Honshu Island, and Kobe-Osaka areas of Honshu Island and at Wonsan in northern Korea 
on the westernmost part of the Sea of Japan. One Superfortresses drop mines in the water 
of an alternate target. 
 
470 Superfortresses on the Twentieth Air Force fly four separate incendiaries missions 
against Fukui, Hitachi, Choshi, and Okazaki. At Fukui on the coast of the Sea of Japan 
127 B-29s destroy 1.9 Sq. miles, 84.8% of the city. 126 B-29s wipe out 0.88 sq miles, 
64.5% of the city of Hitachi on the Pacific Ocean side of Honshu Island. One B-29 drops 
their incendiaries on and alternate target. At Choshi on Cape Inubo and is the easternmost 
city in the Greater Tokyo Area, Honshu Island 91 B-29s annihilate 0.379 sq miles, 33.8 % 
of the city. 126 B-29s attack the Okazaki in the coastal plains of southeastern Aichi 
Prefecture central Honshu Island, Japan devastating 0.65 sq miles, 68% of the city; one 
B-29 hits an alternate target. Three Superfortresses are lost during these missions. 
 
83 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Group, Twentieth Air Force, bomb the Nippon oil plant at 
Amagasaki an industrial city located in Hyogo Prefecture on Osaka Bay of Honshu 
Island; a single other B-29 hits an alternate target.  
 
In the Volcano Island chain on the island of Iwo Jima P-51s of the Twentieth Air Force 
take off to assault airfields, factories, railroads, power lines and other tactical targets at 
Kagamigahara in central Honshu Island, Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu 
Island, Meiji, Izumi on Kyushu Island, Nishinomiya between the cities of Osaka and 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_iwo_jima.html
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Kobe of Honshu Island, and Tambaichi urban Tokyo area of Honshu Island of Japan 
during the day. 
 
Japanese forces of the Twenty-eighth Army in Burma attempt to break out of their 
encircled position at Pegu Yomas east by across the Sittang River.  The Indian 17th 
Division's stops the break out by killing the Japanese in the hundreds, while many others 
drown in the river. The breakout is a shambles, and signals the end of the 28th Army. 
 
Australian forces occupy the oil center of Samboja, northeast of Balikpapan on the 
southeast coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies. 
 
U.S. troops of the 5th Infantry arrive from Europe in Boston on their way to the Pacific. 
 
President Truman, in Germany, holds a second conference with Stalin.  The President is 
shown a copy of a note from Sato's concerning Hirohito desire to terminate the war.  Stalin 
asked Truman if it was worthwhile to answer this note.  Truman replies that he had no respect for 
the good faith of the Japanese.  Stalin commits that Russia are not a war with Japan so a general 
and unspecific response might lull the Japanese to sleep causing his people to find out Prince 
Konoye true mission.  The other alternative would be to evade the note and not comment or send 
it back unanswered.  Truman tells Stalin the first suggestion would be the course to follow. 
 

JULY 20 
The Emperor summons the Supreme War council to a conference in which he tells them, 
“You will consider the question of ending the war as soon as possible." 
 
In Kyoto, Japan a group of staff officers from Imperial General Headquarters hold a 
conference to talk about concerns of an Allied landing in the Nagoya, Tokai district, of 
central Honshu.  This area is weakly defended as well as being the narrowest part of 
Honshu Island.  The other problem is the Tokai district is on the boundary between 
general armies which presents communication and command problems. 
 
U.S. Army troops land on Mindanao island of Balut at the entrance of Sarangani Bay, 
Philippines. 
 
The U.S. Army 2nd and 44th Infantry Divisions arrive in New York City on their way to 
prepare for the invasion of Japan. 
 
Fighters based on Iwo Jima fly nearly 100 effective sorties against targets, mainly 
airfields, at Kamezaki, Meiji, Okazaki, Nagoya, Kagamigahara, Hamamatsu, and 
Komaki. 
 
Eight B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force drop the heaviest bomb load and most 
profitable mission of the month, hitting hangars and barricades to protect aircraft against 
damage from explosives at Matsuwa airfield on Matsuwa Island, Kuril Islands.    
 
10 B-25s and six P-51s from the 14th Army Air Force attack truck convoys around 
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Hengyang and Wuchang in China, storage on island near Changsha, China, locomotive 
shops at Phu Thuong, French Indochina and power plant and railroad targets in Vinh area 
of French Indochina. 50-plus P-51s, P-38s, and P-61s disrupt enemy movement and 
general withdrawal in French Indochina and south and east China, striking river traffic, 
road movement, and rail right away, coastal shipping, supplies dumps, and other targets 
of opportunity. 
 
P-38s, Far East Air Force, attacks the town of Langkon on Palawan Island, Philippines for 
second consecutive day. A-20s and fighters support ground action in the Kiangan area in 
North Luzon and in lower Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the 
Philippines. B-25s fighters pummel Japanese positions in the Marikina along the Pasig 
River in Marikina to the east of Manila on Luzon and Infanta northeast of Manila. B-24s 
bombs area south of Fabrica airfield inland from the northeastern coast of Negros in the 
Philippines. 
 
509th Bomb Group flies a new version of a B-29s against Niigata on the northwest coast 
of Honshu Island with a 10,000 pound high explosive bomb called a Pumpkin bomb.  
This bomb has the ballistic characteristics of an atomic bomb. This flight begins a series 
of 12 precision attacks over Japan for the purpose of familiarizing the crews of the 509th 
with the target area and tactics considered for the scheduled atomic bomb missions; the 
attacks are mostly against or near cities bombed beforehand, in the general area of cities 
chosen for possible atomic attack, and involve from two to six B-29s to accustom the 
Japanese to seeing small formations of bombers flying at high altitudes. 
 
A deflated Japanese balloon bomb with its shroud is found near Indian Springs, Nevada, 
however the explosive device is missing. 
 
Japanese 54th Division, losses approximately 13,000, troops in a British and Indian  
ambush, attempting to cross the flooded Sittang River, Burma. 
 
Japanese cargo ship Tatsutagawa Maru is sunk by a mine, Shimonoseki Strait between 
the  
Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan.  
 
HMS Indefatigable link up with British Task Force 37 and U.S. Navy Task Force 38.2 for 
an attack on the Japanese home islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Bumper attacks Japanese convoy in the Gulf of Thailand, sinking the 
guard boat No.3 Kyoraku Maru.  
 
U.S. submarine Threadfin sinks the Japanese minesweeper W.39 northwest of Mokpo, 
Korea. 
 
British submarine HMS Thule sinks a Japanese coastal freighter with her deck gun, Java.  
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An American flag is raised over Berlin in the presence of President Truman.  The flag 
will be hoisted over Tokyo after Japan surrenders. 
 

JULY 21 
Heavy fighting breaks out along the Sittang River in Burma as the Japanese attempt to 
continue their retreat. 
 
United States start broadcasting a message to the Japanese to surrender or face 
destruction. 
 
Japanese Foreign Minister Togo sends a message to Sato in Moscow: "We cannot accept  
unconditional surrender under any circumstance." 
 
Foreign Minister Togo transmits a telegraph to Lozovsky in Moscow explaining that 
Prince Konoye purpose is to request the Soviet Government use their influence to bring 
the war to its end accordance with the Emperor's wishes. 
 
President Truman approves an order for atomic bombs to be used. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Squadron 61, nine destroyers of the new Sumner-class, is detached 
from Task Group 38.1 for the purpose of exploration and anti-shipping sweep into the 
outer Tokyo Bay area of Honshu Island. This will bring the Squadron to within 37 miles 
of Tokyo. 
 
Allied motor torpedo boats attack the Jesselton area of Borneo resulting in heavy 
explosions and fires ashore. 
 
U.S. submarine Sea Robin sinks the Japanese cargo vessels Chio Maru and Yoshi Maru 
east of Shinishi Island in the Inland Sea of Japan.  
 
Mines sinks the Japanese cargo ship Nichiyo Maru in Tomita Harbor, and damage the 
army cargo ship Kazuura Maru off Pusan, Korea.  
 
At Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the transport Marathon is sunk by a Kaiten launched 
from a submarine in Buckner Bay, formerly Nakagusuku Bay. The bay was named after 
Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr., Head of 10th Army-Invasion Force on 
Okinawa and was killed here on June 18, 1945. 
 
11 B-25s and two P-51s from the 14th Army Air Force attack strike truck convoys in the 
Siang-Chiang Valley of China. Then bomb Japanese Headquarters near Wuchang in 
China and hit a bridge, trains, warehouses, and AA positions in the Sienning area of 
China. 40-plus P-51s, P-38s, and P-61s again go after numerous targets and disrupt 
enemy movement in French Indochina and China, drumming communication targets, 
supplies dumps, and transport centers. 
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B-25s and A-26s of Far East Air Force attack shipping at Naze-Ko in the Ryukyu Islands. 
P-38s hits the Kiangan area of North Luzon in the Philippines.  
 

JULY 22 
The Japanese government announces, from Tokyo, that they are open to peace 
negotiations but not to threats. 
 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: 16 B-25s and eight fighter-bombers strike truck convoys 
moving supplies through the Siang-Chiang Valley of China, attack railroad yards at 
Siaokan in China, and destroy a couple of bridges south of Sincheng and Lohochai in 
China. 50-plus P-51s, P-47s, and P-38s continue campaign to disrupt Japanese troop 
movement and withdrawal in French Indochina and China, hammering abundant rail, 
road, and river targets, supply dumps, and coastal shipping. 
 
22 B-24s of the Far East Air Force from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands blast Chiang 
Wan and one hits the Tinghai airfield in China. 37 B-25s drop bombs on the oil plant at 
Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East China and a destroyer on the Whangpoo 
River of east China. P-47s from Ie Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands join the bombers in attacking on Shanghai area of East China, hitting a destroyer, 
gunboat, and freighter on the Whangpoo River, and factories and railroad shops. 34 P-51s 
from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands also hits Whangpoo shipping. 37 A-26s strike the 
airfield at Tachang, China. B-24s, on night shipping raid and weather mission, hammers 
airfields at Tinghai on Chusan Island near Ningbo and close to Shanghai, East China, 
Pusan in Korea, and Yonago facing the Sea of Japan on southern Honshu Island, Japan. 
B-25s, P-51s, and P-38s, hampered by bad weather, fly 30-plus ground support sorties in 
Gubano in northwestern Luzon, Philippines, Cervantes in Northern Luzon, and Mankayan 
area in northwestern Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
26 B-29s, staging through Iwo Jima in the volcano Island chain, mine the Shimonoseki 
Straits between the Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with 
the Sea of Japan and the waters off Najin on the northeastern coast of the Korean 
Peninsula by the Sea of Japan, Pusan and Masan in Korea, which is the longest B-29 
combat mission of the war.  47 B-29s bombs a synthetic fuel plant at Ube, Honshu Island, 
Japan. One Superfortresses is lost on the operation. 
 
72 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force strike the coal liquefaction company at the Imperial 
Fuel Industry Company at Ube on the Seto Inland Sea, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Over 100 P-51Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force take off from Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain to hit several airfields, rail installations, and other targets at Itami 
between Ina River and Muko River on Honshu Island, Hanshin near Kobe on the southern 
side of the main island of Honshu, Sano on the northern edge of the Kanto Plain, on the 
Watarase River, east-central Honshu Island, Tokushima on Shikoku Island in Japan, 
Takamatsu on the island of Shikoku in Japan, and Minato a ward of Tokyo, Honshu 
Island, Japan.   
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At Daloe Bay on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies PT-163, PT-170, and PT-174 on a 
daylight operation, with RAAF P-40 coverage, hits and wipes out four boats and 
demolishes docks, several houses and a hotel. 
 
U.S. cruisers and destroyers of Task Force 93 shell building at Suribachi, Paramushiro 
Island, Kuril Islands. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Squadron 61 enters the Sagami Nada area the entrance to Tokyo 
Bay, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Japanese auxiliary minesweeper No.7 Toshi Maru is wrecked off Sata-Misaki, at the 
southern tip of the Osumi Peninsula of Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
Mines sink the Japanese cargo ship Katori Maru off Niigata on the northwest coast of 
Honshu Island; unnamed motor ship, off Cape Motoyama on the north side of Shikoku 
Island, Japan; and damage auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 20 off Kobe on the southern 
side of the main island of Honshu, Japan; and cargo ships Kojo Maru, off Niigata; Choyo 
Maru, off Najin on the northeastern coast of the Korean Peninsula by the Sea of Japan; 
and Daikoku Maru, Hagi Harbor on the Sea of Japan side of southern Honshu Island; and 
tanker Yuyo Maru, off Mushima light on eastern Honshu Island. Cargo ship No.3 Manei 
Maru is sunk by mine lay by B-29s west of Funagawa, Honshu Island, Japan. 
  
5,000 American troops from the European Theater arrive in Manila on Luzon in the 
Philippines.  
                                                                                         
Approximately 5,000 Japanese troops are trapped in the Pegu Hills of Burma in their 
attempt to breakout towards the eastwards to the Sittang River. 
 
President Truman meets with the Joint Chiefs of Staff to discuss the use of the atomic  
bomb 
 

JULY 23 
U.S. Navy DesRon 61, Destroyer Squadron 61, attached to the Third Fleet Carrier Group 
38.1, on an anti-shipping sweep engage a Japanese convoy off Sagami Bay, south of 
Kanagawa Prefecture in Honshu Island, central Japan, sinking No.3 Hakutetsu Maru and 
the Enbun Maru off Mora, Chiba Prefecture, Pacific coast side of Honshu Island, Japan.  
The two cargo ships are carrying a disassembled aircraft factory, destined for reassembly 
in Korea as well as 7,264 tons of military equipment 
 
U.S. submarine Barb lands an eight-man commando party which blows up a Japanese 
train  
on east coast of Karafuto, Kuril Islands, Japan.  
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U.S. submarine Hardhead sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 117 off 
Java, Dutch East Indies.  
 
U.S. submarine Sea Poacher sinks the Japanese guard boat No.2 Kiri Maru between 
Onoosaki and Shoyasaki, between Northeastern Coast of Honshu Island and Southern 
Hokkaido Island, Japan.  
 
British submarine HMS Tudor sinks a Japanese costal ship with her deck gun in the Java 
Sea, between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the north, Java to the south; 
Sumatra Island to the west. 
 
Mines sink the Japanese guard boat No.2 Taisho Maru off Chinhae, Korea; tugboat  
Kaiko  
Maru and cargo ship Shoko Maru off Niigata on the northwest coast of Honshu Island; 
cargo ships No.1 Taiha Maru and No.2 Taishin Maru off Moji across the Straits of 
Shimonoseki from the city of Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu Islands; No.6 
Nissho Maru, Straits of Shimonoseki; Yamadori Maru outside Wakamatsu Harbor in the 
Fukuoka Area of Kyushu Island, and cargo ship No.2 Tsurukawa Maru off Wakamatsu of 
Kyushu Island, Japan, and cargo vessel Kocho Maru off Mutsure in the Chugoku region 
on Honshu Island, Japan; and damages cargo ship Gizan Maru near Moji.  
 
B-24s of the 5th Army Air Force on anti-shipping sweep off south coast of Korea sinks 
the Japanese tanker No.15 Horai Maru off Hokko, Formosa. 
 
The U.S. Tenth Army Air Force from India joins the Fourteenth Army Air Force to form 
the Army Air Forces, China Theater, under the command of Lt. General George E. 
Stratemeyer. 
 
A pair of B-24s flying for the Eleventh Army Air Force use radar to bomb Kurabu Cape 
airfield on Paramushiru Island, Kuril Island chain, northern Japan. 
 
Eight B-25s and four P-61s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs railroad yards at Sinyang 
in China and hits a warehouse at Ichang, China. Over 100 P-51s, P-38s, and P-40s attacks 
numerous targets, including rail, road, and river traffic, airfields, coastal shipping, 
bridges, storage facilities, and railroad yards, at many locations over southern and eastern 
China, especially in the Paoching area of China. 
 
B-25s of the Far East Air Force hits Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo while B-24s 
over other areas of the Dutch East Indies bombs Amboina in the Ambon Island, Moluccas 
Islands, Dutch East Indies and Tolonoeoe Island, Dutch East Indies. Fighters support 
Allied ground forces in the Kiangan area of North Luzon in the Philippines. B-25s bombs 
Itu Aba Island in the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. B-24s hits Miho in the Kanto 
region on the main island of Honshu and Saeki in Wake District, Okayama, Western 
Honshu Island, Japan. Single B-24 on reconnaissance hits several targets including 
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Tinghai airfield in the Chosen Area of China, Kure Harbor at Hiroshima, Japan, and 
Tanega Island southwest of Kii-Oshima Island, of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
72 Superfortress of the 315th Bomb Wing bombs the coal liquefaction plant at the 
Imperial Fuel Industry Company at Ube. 
 
Boeing is authorized to build the B-29D. Once built, it will be different from the other B-
29. 
 
509th Composite Group begins practice runs by dropping the first of three dummy atomic 
bombs near Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. The B-29 pilots rehearse the breakaway 
maneuver they will use to escape the blast produced by the bomb. 
 
American pilots reported the existence of barrage balloons up to 12,000 feet over Hitachi, 
on the Pacific Ocean side of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Australian troops make an unopposed landing in Balikpapan Bay, in east Borneo. 
 

JULY 24 
U.S. Navy Third Fleet carrier planes along with British carrier planes start a two-day 
campaign of attacks on the Kure Naval Base on Hiroshima Bay, southeast of Hiroshima 
on Honshu Island and airfields at Miho in the Kanto region on the main island of Honshu, 
Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, and Osaka in western Honshu 
Island,.  In these attacks the Japanese battleships Hyuga, Ise, and Haruna, escort carrier 
Kaiyo, and the cruisers Aoba and Iwate are sunk.  Also, fifteen cargo ships are lost in this 
attack. 
 
Rear Admiral J. Cary Jones, Jr., Commander of Task Group 35.3 with the light cruisers 
Pasadena, Springfield, Astoria, and Wilkes-Barre and six destroyers from DesRon 53 
carry out a high-speed anti-shipping sweep across Kii Suido channel off the eastern tip of 
Shikoku Island, Japan. U.S. Navy destroyer Colahan fires upon only surface contact, 
which proves to be submarine Toro, on lifeguard station south of Shikoku. Fortunately, 
Toro is not damaged in this case of mistaken identity.  
 
British Task Force 37 dispatches 416 sorties, 261 of which are directed against the 
Japanese home islands and 155 are used for defensive patrols against Kamikaze attacks; 
escort carrier Kaiyo is damaged by the carrier planes.  
 
British naval and sea air units start a two-day attack on Japanese positions and 
transportation targets along the west coast of Malaya. 
 
The British East Indies Fleet conducts an operation against the Phuket Island area off the  
west coast of southern Thailand, including mine clearance.   
 
The British fleet minesweeper HMS Squirrel is sunk by a mine.  
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British submarine HMS Seadog sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the Strait of 
Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
The Japanese carrier Amagi is hit by single rocket off Kurahashi Jima, Kure Naval Yard 
at the city in Hiroshima, Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese escort carrier Kaiyo is damaged by planes from the British carriers HMS 
Formidable, HMS Indefatigable, and HMS Victorious. Kaiyo's travails, however, do not 
end there. She is damaged by a mine laid by the 20th Air Force off Beppu City on the 
island of Kyushu, Japan; destroyer Yukaze takes the wounded warship in tow.  
 
Guard boats No.3 Seisho Maru and Taiko Maru are sunk by U.S. aircraft at Kobe on the 
southern side of the main island of Honshu, Japan.  
 
Auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 98 is sunk by aircraft, Moji, across the Kanmon Straits 
from the city of Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu Islands, Japan.  
 
U.S. Navy escort carrier Vella Gulf, carries out air strikes on Pagan Island in the Northern 
Mariana Islands, one of the two remaining bases in the Marianas. She carries out strikes 
against Rota Island, Mariana Islands two days later.  
 
U.S. Navy destroyer escort Underhill, damaged by Kaitens from Japanese submarine I-53 
off Luzon in the Philippines, is scuttled by submarine chasers PC-803 and PC-804, and 
escort patrol vessel PCE-872.  
 
U.S. submarine Chub sinks the Japanese tug the ex-Dutch Ginah. 
 
Mines sink Japanese cargo ships Koichi Maru, Wonsan Harbor, Korea, and Himekawa 
Maru, off Hime Jima off Kyushu Island of Japan; and damage auxiliary submarine chaser 
Cha 226, off Moji across the Kanmon Straits from the city of Shimonoseki between 
Honshu and Kyushu Islands, Japan; and tanker Tatsukusu Maru, Hagi on the Sea of Japan 
side of southern Honshu Island.  
 
Secretary of War Henry Stimson passes on orders for an atomic attack.  
 
Nagasaki on the island of Kyushu in Japan is added to the list of target cities for the 
Atomic Bomb. 
 
Truman informs Stalin that the United States had successfully tested a new weapon of 
destruction (the atomic bomb).  Stalin appears not impressed. 
 
Togo instructs the Japanese Ambassador in Moscow to tell the Soviet's that Japan wishes 
to seek an end to the war through the Soviet Union good offices. 
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A single U.S. Navy PB4Y Privateer strafes Jogashima Island, guarding the entrance to 
Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, Japan, and drops five bombs. One Kairyu type midget 
submarines of Rear Admiral Obayashi’s First Special Attack Force is slightly damaged by 
the strafing.  
 
100-plus Fifth Army Air Force B-24s flies their first strike from Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands, bombing Chiang Wan airfield at Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East 
China.  Fifth Army Air Force support Allied ground forces in the Infanta northeast of 
Manila on Luzon in the Philippines and Leyban areas east of Manila on Luzon, 
Philippines. 
 
Seventh Army Air Force B-25s from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands attacks Wusung and 
Lunghua airfields in the Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East China while A-26s 
and B-25s hit Tachang and Tinghai airfields in the Chosen Area of China. Aircraft strike 
shipping throughout the general area attacked by the bombers.  
 
Thirteenth Army Air Force B-25s hammers Jesselton airfield on the north coast of 
Borneo. B-24s hit Oelin airfield on southeastern Borneo, Dutch East Indies and Tabanio 
airfield on the Java Sea side of Borneo. Other B-25s hits Itu Aba Island of the Spratly 
Islands in the South China Sea.   
 
Eight B-25s and six P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks truck convoys in the  
Hengyang area of China, batters river shipping near Pakonghow, China, and damages a 
bridge, storage area, and takes out a AA positions at Puchi, China. 80-plus P-51s, P-38s, 
and P-47s fly over French Indochina and south and east China attempting to disrupt the 
Japanese withdrawal. 15 P-51s strike Changsha area of China, demolishing an nearly 28 
warehouses and eight fuel storage buildings. 
 
91 P-51Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force operating out of Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain, strikes airfields and other targets at Hamamatsu on the Pacific coast side of 
Honshu Island, Japan, Suruga Bay on the Pacific coast of Honshu in Shizuoka Prefecture, 
Japan, and other points in Nagoya area on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, 
Japan. 
 
113 B-29s bomb Tsu with high explosives while 459 Superfortresses bombs Kumana, the  
arsenal, and four aircraft plants.  600 B-29s bombs Osaka-Nagoya, Japan's second largest 
population area. 
 
625 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force take wing for seven missions to hostile targets on 
Honshu Island in the Nagoya and Osaka areas. 82 B-29s strike the Sumitomo Light 
Metals Industries that manufactories propeller at Osaka, however most of the machine 
tools have been removed but the buildings are completely ruined. Four bombers assault 
an alternate targets. 81 B-29s batter the Kawanishi Aircraft Plant at Takarazuka in the 
southeastern part of Hyogo Prefecture, Honshu Island destroying 77% of the plant; three 
bombers hit alternate targets. 153 B-29s drop bombs on the Osaka Arsenal and Kuwana 
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in northern Mie Prefecture on the Pacific coast side of Honshu Island; the arsenal suffers 
further damage amounting to 10% of the original roof area; nine bombers find alternate 
targets; 66 B-29s do violence to the Aichi aircraft plant at Eitoku; the plant receives 
extreme damage; five bombers drop their pay load on alternate targets. 113 B-29s 
hammer the city of Tsu bordered by Ise Bay on the Pacific Ocean to the east side of 
Honshu Island; two bombers  strike alternate targets. 77 B-29s pummel the Nakajima 
plant at Handa on the Chita Peninsula, facing Chita Bay of the Pacific Ocean, Honshu 
Island, wiping out the principal assembly buildings; one B-29 finds an alternate target. 
One Superfortresses is lost on this date.  
 
The 509th Composite Group continues their series of precision attacks over Japan for 
purpose of familiarizing the crews with targets and tactics contemplated for scheduled 
atomic bomb missions. The strikes are mostly against cities previously bombed, in the 
general area of cities chosen for possible atomic attack, and involve from two to six 
aircraft in order to accustom the Japanese to sight of small formations of B-29s flying at 
high altitudes. 
 
Russian diplomatic dependents and female employees of the Soviet embassy in Tokyo 
sail from Japan. 
 

JULY 25 
The Allies Leaders call on Tokyo to surrender or face "utter destruction."  Radio replies 
that Japan would accept peace terms but not unconditional surrender. Tokyo broadcast 
appeal for terms less severe than unconditional surrender. 
 
President Truman approves General Grove’s operational order for the atomic bomb to be 
used. 
 
General Carl Spaatz, commander of the United States Army Strategic Army Air Forces, 
receives the only written order on the use of atomic weapons from acting Chief of Staff, 
General Thomas Handy. 
 
The Potsdam conference in Germany recesses as Churchill, Eden and Attlee fly home for  
the announcement of the election results. 
 
10 B-25s and three P-38s from the Fourteenth Army Air Force takes out bridges at Tho 
Linh and Quang Tri in French Indochina and damage a barge and a river steamer in the 
Wuchou area of China. 30 P-51s and P-38s goes after river travel, road right a ways, rail 
traffic, railroad yards, and other targets in the areas of Duc Tho in French Indochina to 
Wuchou in China, and the West River. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force bomb Pontianak airfield on the island of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies and Kuching airfield in North Borneo while bombers and fighters attack 
dispersal area in the Jesselton airfield area on the north coast of Borneo. B-24s pound 
enemy troops on Negros Island in the Philippines. B-25s bombs Itu Aba Island of the 
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Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. B-24s bombs Kikai Island in the Amami Islands 
of the Ryukyu Archipelago and the town of Tsuiki in Fukuoka Prefecture, Kyushu Island. 
 
During the night 75 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing of the Twentieth Air Force bomb the 
Mitsubishi Oil Company and Hayama Petroleum Company destroying 33% of the storage 
tanks and other facilities at Kawasaki located between Tokyo and Yokohama along the 
south bank of the Tama River on Honshu Island, Japan. A single B-29 finds an alternate 
target. One Superfortresses fails to return. 30 B-29s of the 20th Air Force mine the waters 
off Chongjin and Pusan, Korea, and Fushiki situated on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu 
Island, Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, facing Nanao Bay, Honshu Island, Ohama northern 
Shikoku Island of Japan and Tsuruga on the Sea of Japan facing Wakasa Bay on Honshu 
Island, Japan. A single bomber drops its mines at an alternate location. 
 
Mines laid by B-29s sink the Japanese cargo ships Hoshi Maru at mouth of Maizuru Bay, 
in Maizuru Bay by Kyoto on an inlet of the Sea of Japan in the central part of the island 
of Honshu, Japan, and Eian Maru off Tottori, Honshu Island, Japan 
 
U.S. Marine planes, on board the escort carrier Vella Gulf, flies attacks against Pagan 
Island in the Northern Mariana Islands and Rota Islands north of Guam in the Mariana 
Islands. 
 
U.S. cruisers (Astoria, Pasadena, Springfield, and Wilkes-Barre) and destroyers shell 
Kushimoto Seaplane Base and airfields near Shiono Misaki, Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
U.S. submarine Barb shells a lumber mill and sampan-building yard at Shibetoro, 
Hokkaido Island, Japan destroying 35 sampans under construction.  
 
U.S. submarine Cod sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun in the South China Sea.  
 
U.S. submarine Peto sinks a Japanese sampan with her deck gun south of Honshu Island, 
Japan. 
 
British submarine HMS Stubborn sinks the Makassar-bound Japanese Patrol Boat No.2 
the ex-destroyer Nadakaze in the Java Sea, between the Dutch East Indies islands of 
Borneo to the north, Java to the south; Sumatra to the west. 
 
British submarine HMS Trasher sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun north of the 
Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
British carrier aircraft attacks Sabang, Sumatra Island, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Japanese units pull out of Taunggyi, Burma. 
 
2,500 Japanese troops are killed trying to cross the Sittang River, Burma. 
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General MacArthur's Headquarters announces organized resistance ends on Mindanao 
Island in the Philippine Islands after all organized fighting ceases in the Sarangani Bay 
area on the southern tip of Mindanao. Mop operations begin. 
 
Russians force deployed from Europe to the Far East is completed. 
 

JULY 26 
The Potsdam Declaration is delivered to Tokyo.  It outlines the United States, Great  
Britain, Soviet Union, and Chinese terms, which call for Japan to surrender 
unconditionally or face destruction. 
 
In Germany at 7:00pm, contents of the Potsdam Declaration are releases to the press.  
 
Seven B-24s, of the Eleventh Army Air Force successfully hits the Kataoka Naval Base 
on Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands with incendiaries bombs, leaving smoke 
columns 5,000 ft high in their wake.  Another B-24 flies a radar-ferret mission over the 
northern Kuril Islands. 
 
Eight B-25s and four P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs railroad yards at Lohochai 
in China and hits storage area and animal transport in the Pinking area of China. 100-plus 
P-51s, P-38s, and P-61s hammer Japanese movements as they withdrawal in French 
Indochina and southern and eastern China, hitting supplies dumps, troops encampments, 
river traffic, roads, and rail traffic, coastal shipping, railroad yards, bridges, town areas. 
 
B-24s, Far East Air Force, pummels the Tabanio aerodrome on the Java Sea side of 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies, Trombol airstrip on Borneo, Sengkawang airfield on Borneo, 
and Oelin airfield on southeastern Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-25s and fighter aircraft 
flying over Luzon in the Philippines, where Thirteenth Army Air Force now provides 
ground support and aid to ground forces in the Mankayan area in the mineral district 
(copper and gold mine), Luzon, and near Tuguegarao in northern Luzon of the 
Philippines. Bombers assist Filipino troops at the Battle of Mayoyao Ridge in Mayoyao, 
Mountain Province, northern Luzon.  B-24s plaster Japanese positions on ground support 
strikes over Negros Island, Philippines. B-25s bombs Itu Aba Island of the Spratly Islands 
in the South China Sea. Other B-25s attacks a convoy at Tsutsu Bay in the northern 
Ryukyu Islands sinking several cargo vessels, a freighter, and a few small craft. B-24s 
attack several targets in the Ryukyu Islands, airfields at Tinghai, and at Nakazu, and 
docks at Pusan, Korea. 
 
During the night, 350 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop incendiary bombs on 
Matsuyama on the island of Shikoku in Japan, Tokuyama City in Yamaguchi Prefecture, 
Tokuyama Bay of the Inland Sea, Honshu Island, Japan, and Omuta by the Ariake Sea on 
southern Kyushu Island in three separate missions. 127 B-29s strike the Matsuyama urban 
area obliterating 1.22 sq miles, 73% of the total city area. 97 B-29s drop their load on the 
Tokuyama urban area destroying 0.47 sq miles, 37% of the city area; one bomber finds an 
alternate target. 124 B-29s hit the Omuta urban area destroying 2.05 sq miles, 38% of the 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_tokuyama.html
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city area; one bomber attacks an alternate target. A single Superfortresses is lost during 
these operations. 
 
President Truman gives the 20th Air Force permission to use the atomic bomb when it 
becomes available, so long as it was after he has left Europe. 
 
The 509th Composite Group continues their series of precision attacks over Japan for 
purpose of familiarizing the crews with targets and tactics contemplated for scheduled 
atomic bomb missions. The strikes are mostly against cities previously bombed, in the 
general area of cities chosen for possible atomic attack, and involve from two to six 
aircraft in order to accustom the Japanese to sight of small formations of B-29s flying at 
high altitudes. 
 
U.S. Marine planes, on board the escort carrier Vella Gulf flies, attacks against Pagan 
Island in the Northern Mariana Islands and Rota Islands north of Guam in the Mariana 
Islands. 
 
Winston Churchill is ousted as Britain’s Prime Minister.  The Labor Party is voted into 
power and the Tory government is unseated. 
 
U.S. submarine Barb shells a Japanese shipyard and destroys 35 Japanese sampans under 
construction of the east coast of Hokkaido Island, Japan. Later she also sinks a Japanese 
trawler with her deck gun. 
 
U.S. submarine Cod sinks two Japanese sampans with her deck gun in the South China 
Sea off the east coast of Malaya. 
 
The heavy cruiser Indianapolis delivers the gun assembly and U-235 projectile parts for  
the first atomic bomb to Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands.  Later in the day she leaves 
for a short run to Guam in the Mariana Islands. 
 
United States Navy destroyer Lowry is damaged by an on-board tetrachlorethane 
(chemical) explosion, Philippine Sea. 
 
Kamikaze aircraft attacks the East Indies Fleet for the first and last time in the Indian  
Ocean. Fleet minesweeper HMS Vestal is hit and scuttled. Heavy cruiser HMS Sussex 
receives minor damaged by a near miss. Escort carrier Ameer cause damage that leads to 
the sinking of a minesweeper. 
 
British submarine HMS Seadog sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the Strait of 
Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
U.S. aircraft sink the Japanese auxiliary minesweepers No.18 Hinode Maru and Rikuzen 
Maru off Haeju-Won, Korea. 
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Japanese target ship, ex-battleship, Settsu is damaged by marine casualty, Eta Jima 
harbor, located in Hiroshima Bay, Kure, Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Annette is damaged by mine, off Pusan, Korea.  
 
Cargo ship Spica and U.S. freighters Jonathan Harrington and Enos A. Mills depart 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska, for Point Barrow, transporting men and supplies for Navy 
Petroleum Reserve 4.  
 

JULY 27 
Clement Attlee, leader of the Labor party of Great Britain, becomes Prime Minister.  He 
immediately flies to Potsdam to join Truman and Stalin in the Big Three Conference. 
 
Over 60 Fifth and Seventh Army Air Force B-24s hits the marshalling yards at 
Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan. 50 escorting P-51s 
attack numerous nearby targets. 150-plus P-47s fly over Kyushu Island striking 
communication and industrial targets, including a tunnel south of Kurino near 
Kagoshima, bridges at Okasa, Hitosuse-gawa on the Pacific Ocean side of Kyushu Island, 
and Matsubase in Central Kyushu Island, and factories and power plant at Yatsushiro 
located in Kumamoto next to the Yatsushiro Sea, Kyushu Island. Planes of the 5th Army 
Air Force sinks the Japanese landing ship T.176 off southern Kyushu Island.  B-24s of 
Thirteenth Army Air Force hits airstrip close to Pontianak on the island of Borneo, Dutch 
East Indies. 
 
13 B-25s, some with P-51 support, from the Fourteenth Army Air Force hits Japanese 
supply movement in the Siang-Chiang Valley of China, bombs railroad yards a Siaokan 
and Sinyang, China, and hits coastal shipping in Do Son area of French Indochina. 
Approximately 50 P-51s and P-38s concentrate on attacking river shipping at numerous 
points of French Indochina, southern and eastern China also hitting road and rail traffic, 
coastal vessels, storage areas, and bridges. 
 
B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop leaflets on 11 of Japan's major cities, warning the 
population of their destruction if the Japanese government does not surrender.  The cities 
selected are Aomori northernmost prefecture on Honshu Island and faces Hokkaido 
Island, Hakodate in Oshima Sub prefecture, Hokkaido Island, Ichinomiya in Aichi 
Prefecture near the center of the Japanese main island of Honshu, Koriyama in the center 
of the Nakadori region of Fukushima Prefecture on Honshu Island, Kurume on Kyushu 
Island, Nagaoka located on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Nishinomiya 
between the cities of Osaka and Kobe of Honshu Island, Ogaki in the northwest area of 
the Nobi Plain in Gifu Prefecture on the Pacific Coast side of Honshu Island, Tsu 
bordered by Ise Bay on the Pacific Ocean to the east side of Honshu Island, Uji-Yamada 
on the island of Honshu, and Uwajima faces the Bungo Channel between the Inland Sea 
and the Pacific Ocean on Shikoku Island.  Three Superfortresses are lost to heavy flak, 
two ditching with 13 men rescued and one bomber crash landing on Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain and consequently scrapped. 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/japan_iwo_jima.html
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25 B-29s mine the Shimonoseki Straits between the Japanese islands of Honshu and 
Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan and the waters off Niigata, Miyazu, 
Maizuru and Senzaki, Japan.  
 
Mines laid by B-29s sink the Japanese cargo ship Unten Maru off Suo Nada in the Inland 
Sea separating Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu Islands; cargo ships Meiko Maru off 
Kokushi, Yamaguchi prefecture on the Seto Inland Sea, and No.55 Banshu Maru, Odo 
Strait, Shimonoseki that separate Honshu Island from Kyushu Island; and damages the 
cargo ships Jinstugawa Maru off Fushiki situated on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu 
Island and Tatsumaki Maru off Wakamatsu signal station in the Fukuoka Area of Kyushu 
Island.  
 
Cargo ship Ganymede is damaged in a collision with the U.S. Army barge BKP 42,  
Philippines. 
 
Japanese carrier Amagi capsizes and sinks at Kure Naval Base on Hiroshima Bay, 
southeast of Hiroshima on Honshu Island. 
 
U.S. freighter John A. Rawlins is damaged by Japanese aerial torpedo in Naha harbor in 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
U.S. freighter Pratt Victory is torpedoed and sunk by Japanese plane south of Ie Shima 
off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands; the blast sinks LCT-1050 that lies 
moored alongside discharging cargo.  
 
U.S. submarine Pargo is damaged by depth charges and aerial bombs off northern 
Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies, but remains on patrol.  
 
U.S. submarine Pogy sinks the Japanese cargo ship Chikuzen Maru southwest of 
Kyogasaki, north of Tottori, Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
British submarine HMS Stubborn sinks a small Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
Java Sea between the Dutch East Indies islands of Borneo to the north, Java to the south; 
Sumatra Island to the west. 
 
British submarine HMS Trasher sinks four Japanese small ships and a junk with her deck 
gun in the northern part of the Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian 
Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Tudor sinks a Japanese fishing vessel. 
 
Japanese transport Doshi Maru is sunk by an aircraft off Nishitomari on Tushima Island 
in the Sea of Japan, between Honshu and Kyushu Islands of Japan and South Korea.  
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Aircraft damage the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No.11 Shonan Maru inside 
Chefoo harbor, China; and damage merchant tanker No.2 Seiko Maru off Osaka Honshu 
Island, Japan.  
 
In the Philippines in Northwestern Luzon, Filipino troops and Igorot guerrillas liberate 
Mankayan, Benguet. 
 
U.S. Army and Filipino soldiers of the 66th Infantry Regiment, Philippine 
Commonwealth Army liberated Buguias, Benguet in Northwestern Luzon, Philippines. 
 
Japanese monitors pick-up the Allied broadcast from San Francisco in California of the 
Potsdam Deceleration. 
 
Chinese forces fight their way back into Kweilin, China. 
 
Raemer Schreiber arrives at Hickman Field with the plutonium core for the Fatman 
bomb.  He catches a fight to Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands. 
 

JULY 28 
U.S. Navy Third Fleet carrier planes attack the Kure Naval Base on Hiroshima Bay, 
southeast of Hiroshima on Honshu Island and other targets around the Inland Sea.  In this 
raid the Japanese cruisers Tone, Izumo, Oyodo, destroyer Nashi, and the submarine I-372 
are sunk. 
 
At Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the U.S. destroyer Callaghan is sunk by Kamikaze.  
Callaghan is the last Allied naval vessel to be sunk by a Kamikaze.  Reflecting the depth 
of desperation reached by the Japanese Kamikaze forces, Callaghan's assailant is a bomb-
carrying Willow a primary training biplane.  
U.S. Navy Task Force 38 strikes in the Inland Sea area between Nagoya on the Pacific 
coast on central Honshu Island, Japan, and northern Kyushu Island, sinking battleship 
Haruna, battleship-carrier Ise, heavy cruiser Aoba, and light cruiser Oyodo, and damaging 
carrier Katsuragi and carrier Hosho. 
 
HMCS Uganda withdraws from the British Pacific Fleet after a majority of her crew 
refuses to volunteer for service in the Pacific Theater.  
 
British submarine HMS Stubborn sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the Java 
Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Tudor sinks two Japanese costal ships with her deck gun in the 
Java Sea, between the Dutch East Indies island of Borneo to the north, Java to the south; 
Sumatra Island to the west. 
 
Four U.S. Navy escort carriers in Task Force 32 provide cover for the ongoing 
minesweeping operations in the East China Sea. Carriers launch planes conduct strikes on 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mankayan,_Benguet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buguias,_Benguet
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shipping off the mouth of the Yangtze River in East China. No targets, however, are 
found.  
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Prichett is damaged by near miss of suicide plane, as she assists the 
mortally damaged Callaghan.  
 
U.S. submarine Hardhead damages the Japanese No.165 Shuttle Boat. 
 
U.S. submarine Sennet, attacks a Japanese convoy off western Honshu Island, Japan, 
sinks the cargo ships Hagikawa Maru, west of Noshiro Harbor on North Honshu Island, 
on the Sea of Japan and No.15 Unkai Maru and Hakuei Maru off Sakata on northern 
Honshu Island, on the Mogami River, Japan.  
 
Japanese auxiliary minesweeper No.1 Keijin Maru sinks after running aground off 
Owase on the Pacific coast side of Honshu Island, Japan.  
 
Japanese cargo ship Hitora Maru is damaged by marine casualty, Innoshima dockyard on 
Cape Inubo, near the city of Choshi, Japan.  
 
Japanese transport Teiritsu Maru, damaged by mine sown by B-29s; she is run aground 
southwest of Bakuchizaki on Wakase Bay on the Sea of Japan, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
General Anami, General Umezu, and Admiral Toyoda pressures Prime Minister Suzuki 
to  
make a strong public pronouncement against the Potsdam Declaration while Togo is 
absent from the Supreme War Direction Council. 
 
Japanese newspapers publish a censored version of the Potsdam Declaration.   
 
Premier Suzuki tells the World during a press conference that the Japanese government 
will take no notice of the Potsdam Declaration. 
 
Japanese Army-Navy Liaison Conference begins in Hiroshima Castle at the delta of the 
Otagawa River at Hiroshima on Kyushu Island, Japan to discuss defensive plans for the 
expected Allied invasion. 
 
A message is broadcast to the people of Japan on a wave length that all citizens can 
receive on their home radio sets.  The message is about making choices about the war. 
 
Seven B-25s and four P-51s, 14th Army Air Force, hits supply movement through the 
Siang-Chiang Valley of China, hits a freighter and a couple of smaller vessels off 
Shuitang, China, and assaults enemy troops near Kian, China. About 90 P-51s, P-47s, and 
P-61s disrupt Japanese movement throughout southern and eastern China and French 
Indochina and concentrate on river transport. 
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In the Ryukus Islands 137 Ie Shima-based P-47s, Far East Air Force, rocket and strafe 
airfields, oil stores, railroad yards, warehouses, industry, gun positions, and other targets 
on Kyushu Island at or near Kanoya, Metgtsubara, Tachiarai, Kurume, Saga, and Junicho. 
21 more P-47s go after enemy shipping at Yatsushiro located in Kumamoto next to the 
Yatsushiro Sea, Kyushu Island. A-26s and B-25s hammer airfields at Kanoya south of 
Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island. P-51s and B-25s, sweeping over 
the Inland Sea, destroy small cargo vessels and a patrol boat. 70-plus B-24s from 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands bombs shipping at Kure in Hiroshima prefecture and 
faces the Seto Inland Sea on Honshu Island, claiming direct hits on the Haruna, the last 
Imperial battleship still floating, anchored at the Kure Naval Dockyard on Hiroshima 
Bay, southeast of Hiroshima on Honshu Island and a aircraft carrier, the longest mission 
flown by B-24s of the war. Also, B-24s throws out leaflets containing information about 
the Potsdam Declaration, B-25s and P-38s in support of Allied ground forces hits enemy 
positions in the Mankayan-Kiangan in North Luzon and in Marikina area east of the city 
of Manila on Luzon in the Philippines. Other P-38s hits Japanese troop concentrations on 
Jolo Island, Sulu Archipelago in the southwest Philippines. B-24s help Allied ground 
forces on Negros Island, Philippines. 
 
Twentieth Air Force: 140-plus P-51s, based on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, hits 
objectives in wide area around Tokyo on Honshu Island and attack a destroyer escort 
along the Chiba Peninsula on Honshu Island, Japan, leaving it aflame. 
 
During the night 554 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force make  six  incendiary raids on 
secondary cities on Japan and one high explosive bombing raid. 76 B-29s hit the Tsu 
bordered by Ise Bay on the Pacific Ocean to the east side of Honshu Island obliterating 
0.84 sq miles, 57% of the city area. 61 B-29s attack the Aomori in the northernmost 
prefecture on Honshu Island and faces Hokkaido Island devastating 1.06 sq miles, 64% of 
the city area; three bombers find alternate targets. 122 B-29s drop their incendiaries on 
Ichinomiya  in Aichi Prefecture near the center of the Japanese main island of Honshu 
wiping out 0.99 sq miles, 75% of the city area; two bombers  find alternate areas. 93 B-
29s strike the Uji-Yamada area on the island of Honshu annihilating 0.36 sq miles, 39% 
of the city area; one bomber attacks an alternate target.  90 B-29s do violence to the 
Ogaki in the northwest area of the Nobi Plain in Gifu Prefecture on the Pacific Coast side 
of Honshu Island ruining 0.48 sq miles, 40% of the city area. 29 B-29s attack the 
Uwajima on Bungo Channel between the Inland Sea and the Pacific Ocean on Shikoku 
Island destroying 0.53 sq miles, 52% of the city area. 76 B-29s drop bomb the Shimotsu 
Oil Refinery; 75% of the tank capacity, 90% gasometer capacity and 69% of the roof area 
is ruined or impaired; one B-29s finds an alternate target.  
 
In the Volcano Island chain Iwo Jima Island is used as a staging base for a B-29s for a 
raid on Japanese city of Aomoi on Honshu Island, Japan.  Some of the B-29s drop leaflets 
over six other Japanese cities. 
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The first of eight plane loads of materials, tools, uranium, initiators, and assemblies for 
the first two atomic weapons leave Albuquerque, New Mexico, for Tinian Island in the 
Mariana Islands. 
 
Raemer Schreiber lands at Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands for refueling before 
taking off for Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands. 
  
American Air Force and Naval units receive their orders for the proposed invasion of 
Japan. 
 

JULY 29 
Potsdam Conference resumes with Attlee representing the United Kingdom, Stalin of the 
Soviet Union, and Truman from the United States in attendance. 
 
President Truman is approached by Molotov saying that Stalin had instructed him to tell him 
that the best way for the Soviet Government to enter the war in the Pacific would be through a  
formal request by the Allies.  This is based on the fact that if the Japanese reject the Potsdam 
Declaration and for the purpose of saving lives and shortening the war. 
 
U.S. Navy battleships Indiana, Massachusetts and South Dakota along with cruisers and 
destroyers commence a two-day shelling of ammunition shops, aircraft factories, and 
other installations at Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Prefecture, on the Pacific coast side of 
Honshu Island, Japan. British battleship HMS King George V and three destroyers 
operate independently but join in the bombardment.  
 
U.S. destroyer Cassin Young is damaged by Kamikaze off Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Cod sinks seven small Japanese vessels with her gun in the South China 
Sea in an area from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to Formosa. 
 
British submarine HMS Tudor sinks a Japanese ship with her deck gun in the Java Sea, 
between the Dutch East Indies island of Borneo to the north, Java to the south; Sumatra 
Island to the west. 
 
Cargo ship Tatsukashi Maru, damaged by mine, is beached off Pusan, Korea.  
 
B-25s of the 5th Army Air Force damage the Japanese escort carrier Kaiyo in Hiji Harbor, 
Beppu Wan on the island of Kyushu, Japan.  
 
P-47s Thunderbolts of the 7th Army Air Force fly sweep for targets of opportunity in the  
Nagasaki Prefecture on the island of Kyushu in Japan, sinking the auxiliary submarine 
chaser Cha 207. 
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Four B-25s and two P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force hit shipping off Luichow 
Peninsula  
Of China near Cape Kami, barracks at Chingmen, China, and cannon-strafe trucks at 
Kuanshuishih, China, and oil storage at Yingtak, China. About 100 P-51s, P-38s, and P-
61s strike a variety of targets over a vast area from Haiphong in French Indochina to 
Peking in China, continuing the steady campaign against enemy movement and 
withdrawal. 
 
Far East Air Force: P-47s from Ie Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands and B-24s, B-25s, and A-26s from Okinawa hammers targets on the Japanese 
home islands. 70-plus B-24s attacks shipping at Kure facing the Seto Inland Sea on 
Honshu Island. 41 B-24s pummel a factory and storage area near Aburatsu on the 
southeast Pacific Coast line of Kyushu Island, shipping and engine works at Nagasaki on 
the island of Kyushu in Japan, and the towns of Nobeoka, the northernmost city in 
Miyazaki on the Pacific coast side of Kyushu Island, and Oita on the northwest end of 
Kyushu Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea. B-25s blast Kagoshima on the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu, Kibana in Miyazaki Prefecture on the Pacific 
coast side of Kyushu Island, Japan, bridge, barracks and other buildings at Miyazaki 
southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture on Kyushu Island, warehouses, lighthouse, and 
navigation light at Tozaki-hana at the edge of the East China Sea at the southern end of 
Kyushu Island, and bombs Tokuno Island of the Tokuno Island group in the Amami 
Islands Okinawa Area of the Ryukyu Islands. A-26s does violence to the naval base and 
engine works at Nagasaki on the island of Kyushu in Japan. Numerous P-47s hits the 
harbor at Kure in Hiroshima prefecture Honshu Island, shipping and seaplane station at 
Ibusuki located at the southernmost tip of Satsuma peninsula, Kyushu Island, railroad 
station, docks, and town area of Makurazaki city located in Kagoshima of the island of 
Kyushu in Japan, Chiran the southernmost airfield on Kyushu Island, Japan and the Izumi 
airfield in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu Island, and shipping on Kagoshima Bay on 
the southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan. P-51s damage numerous targets on 
the southern coast of Korea and on south part of Kyushu Island of Japan, and Omura in 
Nagasaki Prefecture by Omura Bay, Kyushu Island and Sashiki factories are also 
attacked. B-24s goes after the Sidate airfield and warehouses at Watampone on Celebes 
Island in the Dutch East Indies. Other B-24s flying over Negros Island in the Philippines 
and bombs resistance pockets close to Fabrica on the northeastern coast of Negros Island 
in the Philippines. B-25s and P-38s hit Japanese positions near San Mariano and west of 
Kiangan in North Luzon, enemy troop concentrations in the Marikina watershed along the 
Pasig River in Marikina to the east of Manila on Luzon in the Philippines, and ridge 
emplacements on Bantayan a Island in the Visayan Sea, Philippines. Several buildings are 
destroyed at Pasco Point on Palawan Island, Philippines. 
 
B-25s and P-51s on anti-shipping sweep off southeast coast of Korea sink Japanese cargo 
ship Hokusei Maru off Kuryungpo; cargo ship Seishin Maru; tanker Yushin Maru, and 
cargo vessel Shoryu Maru.  
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During the night, 24 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Strait 
between the Japanese islands of Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea 
of Japan and waters at Fukuoka situated on the northern shore of the island of Kyushu in 
Japan, Karatsu opens into by Karatsu Bay on the island of Kyushu, Japan, and Najin on 
the northeastern coast of the Korean Peninsula by the Sea of Japan. 
 
The 509th Composition Group continues their series of precision attacks over Japan for 
purpose of familiarizing the crews with targets and tactics contemplated for scheduled 
atomic bomb missions. The strikes are mostly against cities previously bombed, in the 
general area of cities chosen for possible atomic attack, and involve from two to six 
aircraft in order to accustom the Japanese to sight of small formations of B-29s flying at 
high altitudes. 
 
The last parts for the atomic bomb, Little Boy, the U-235 inserts arrives at Tinian Island 
in the Mariana Islands by C-54 Douglas Skymaster. 
 
Marine casualties sink Japanese cargo ship Sumioyoshi Maru outside Kamaishi Harbor on 
the coast of Iwate, Pacific Ocean side of Honshu Island, Japan, and damage cargo ships 
Miesan Maru near Shira Jima, and No.2 Mitsu Maru south of Cape Wakamiya, Iki Island 
between the island of Kyushu, Japan, and the Tsushima Islands in the Tsushima Strait, 
the eastern channel of the Korea Strait. Guardboats Asahi Maru sinks east of Pusan, 
Korea, and No.6 Kaiyo Maru off Cape Wakamiya, Korean Strait between Japan and 
South Korea, connecting the East China Sea and the Sea of Japan in the northwest Pacific 
Ocean.  
 

JULY 30 
U.S. Navy Third Fleet, Task Force 38, carrier planes bombs airfields, industrial areas, 
railroad repair shops, and dock facilities in Maizuru Bay in Kyoto, Honshu Island, on an 
inlet of the Sea of Japan. Ajiro Harbor, Shizuoka Prefecture of central Honshu Island, 
Japan. Three midget submarines of the First Special Attack Unit detachment, 11 Kairyu 
type midgets, are damaged. 
 
U.S. Navy battleships Indiana, Massachusetts and South Dakota along with cruisers and 
destroyers concludes two days of shelling of ammunition shops, aircraft factories, and 
other installations at Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Prefecture, on the Pacific coast side of 
Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
British and American carrier aircraft attack shipping near Kobe on the southern side of 
the main island of Honshu, Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, and 
Maizubu on Maizuru Bay in Kyoto, on the southwest coast of Honshu Island , Japan, on 
an inlet of the Sea of Japan. 
 
U.S. heavy cruiser Indianapolis is hit by two torpedoes fired from I-58 and sinks, 
Philippine Sea.  The last major naval ship lost in World War II. 
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U.S. submarine Bonefish reported lost, Pacific Ocean. 
 
U.S. submarine Cod sinks two small Japanese ships with her deck gun in the South China  
Sea off the east coast of Malaya. 
 
U.S. submarine Tench sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun in the Yellow Sea, 
between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
 

 
USS Indianapolis CA-35.  U.S. Navy photo. 

 
British submarine HMS Spark tows the midget submarines XE 1 and XE 3 is towed by the 
submarine Stygian to the entrance of Singapore Harbor, Malaya. 
 
Two British midget submarines, XE-1 and XE-3, enter Singapore Harbor in Malaya 
through the Johore Straits that separates the Malayian state of Johor on mainland to the 
north from Singapore to the south and sink the heavy cruiser Takao by attaching limpet 
mines along the bottom of the ship by frogman.  XE-5 midget sub cut or damage the 
undersea telephone cables off Hong Kong Island, china.  
 
Japanese destroyer Hatsushimo is sunk by a mine, Sea of Japan, between mainland of 
China and the Japanese archipelago. 
 
U.S. Navy Helldiver’s attacks the island of Taroa in Maloelap Atoll, Marshall Islands 
hitting several buildings. 
 
U.S. Navy battleship Pennsylvania and several destroyers shells Wake Island in the 
Central Pacific Ocean. 
 
U.S. Navy carrier aircraft hit a lighthouse on the island of Sakishima Gunto Islands, part 
of the Ryukyu Islands, an island chain located at the southernmost end of the Japanese 
Archipelago. 
 
Three battleships, four heavy cruisers, and ten destroyers of Rear Admiral John F. 
Shafroth complete bombardment of shops, aircraft factory, and other facilities at 
Hamamatsu, Honshu Island, Japan. One British battleship and three destroyers take part 
in this effort as well.  
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U.S. Naval task force completes minesweeping operations in the East China Sea; 
sweeping approximately 7,300 square miles and destroy 404 mines without casualty.  
 
U.S. submarine Sennet sinks the Japanese cargo ship Yuzan Maru near Mutsuta Mizaki, 
western Hokkaido Island, Japan.  
 
Mines laid by B-29s, sinks the passenger/cargo vessel Shokei Maru and damages the  
destroyer Yukikaze near Miyazu in Kyoto Prefecture on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu 
Island.  
 
General MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz receive orders from General Marshall to begin 
developing co-ordinate plans for the surrender of Japan. 
 
Tokyo rejects the Potsdam Declaration. 
 
Peace groups in Tokyo urge Marquis Kido to press for acceptance of the Potsdam 
Declaration without delay. 
 
Russian Foreign Vice-Commissar Lozovsky is approached by Sato saying that Japan 
would like to end the war on broad terms of compromise, so long as its honor and 
existence are guaranteed."  He goes on to ask that information be sent to the Russian 
leaders in Potsdam, so could consider this information and take steps to remove it from 
the Potsdam Declaration. 
 
Marshal Vailsevskii is appointed Supreme Commander of the Soviet Troops in the Far East as of 
August 1 by Stalin. 
 
Tokyo asks the citizens of Japan to collect 2.5 million bushels of acorns to be converted  
into eating materials. 
 
A report is leaked out to American by reporters that POW’s are being used by the 
Japanese for security.  The POW’s are being placed in small prison camps near area that 
will be attacked. 
 
800 Chinese slave workers at the Dowa copper mines on Hanaoka, Honshu Island, break 
out. 
Early in the morning several Australian POWs and their families are led to Lao Kulu, 
close to Samarinda in Dutch Borneo and massacred. The men are bayoneted or their 
heads were removed with swords. The children are thrown into a 600 foot deep mine-
shaft. Then the bodies of 144 men were dumped into the shaft. 
 
The Japanese 18th Army makes a last stand at the village of Numbogua, New Guinea. 
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Eight B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force on a mission to the Kuril Islands are call 
back due to weather conditions. 
 
A couple of Fourteenth Army Air Force’s B-25s bombs Japanese supply convoys moving 
through the Siang-Chiang Valley of China. 40-plus P-51s, P-38s, and P-61s hits various 
targets in southern and eastern China, and in French Indochina, chiefly river transport, but 
also enemy troop concentrations, and railroad traffic.  
 
60-plus B-25s and A-26s from the Far East Air Force bomb the Omura airfield in 
Nagasaki Prefecture by Omura Bay, Kyushu Island, Japan. Four of the planes hit the 
airfield at Izumi in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu Island, Japan. P-47s support the 
strike and also hits numerous nearby targets. B-25s, fail to find any targets on shipping 
sweep over the Korean waters, bombs Japanese shipping, railroads and warehouses in the 
Sendai area. Covering P-51s also hits nearby targets. 80-plus P-47s bombs Sendai, Korea, 
leaving much of the town in flames. P-51s on photo a reconnaissance flight over southern 
Kyushu Island demolishing trains and small craft. Nearly 80 P-47s strikes Miyazaki in the 
southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, Karasehara on Kyushu Island, Japan, 
and Tomitaka area in southern Kyushu Island, setting warehouses on fire and damaging 
barracks, hangars, towers, and other buildings, and near Shibushi airfield buildings and 
construction projects are blasted. B-24s bombs the Kota Waringin airfield in southwest 
Borneo, Dutch East Indies. B-25s and P-38s support Allied ground forces east of Ilagan, 
City in Central Mindanao, Philippine Islands, near Kiangan in North Luzon, and east of 
Manila in the Infanta sector of Luzon in the Philippines. 
 
Twentieth Air Force fighters from Iwo Jima Island in the Volcano island chain attack 
airfields, railroads, and other targets throughout the Kobe-Osaka area of Honshu, Japan. 
 
In Detroit, the U.S. Army Air Force, at the request of General LeMay, takes over the U.S. 
Rubber Plant because it has cost the XX Air Force 70,000 B-29 tires in lost production. 
 

JULY 31 
U.S. destroyers shell railroad yards and industrial targets, Shimuzu, Japan. 
 
PB4Y's operating from Yontan Field, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, destroys a span of the 
Seisen River bridge, severing the main north-south double track railroad line in Korea.  
 
U.S. Navy destroyer Bancroft is damaged in collision with miscellaneous auxiliary 
Carondelet off Luzon in the Philippines.  
 
U.S. submarine Cod sinks six small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the South 
China Sea in an area from Singapore in Malaya to the Malacca Straits to the Straits to 
Formosa. 
 
U.S. submarine Thornback damages the Japanese submarine chaser Ch 42 with her deck 
gun off Osaki, Honshu Island, Japan. 
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Dutch submarine O-21 sinks a small Japanese fishing boat with her deck gun off the coast 
of Java, Dutch East Indies. 
 
Tokyo is told that eight of its cities would be leveled if they do not surrender. 
 
Mines sink Japanese guard boat No.5 Teru Maru off Wonsan, Korea; and naval auxiliary 
No.5 Matsumae Maru off Pusan, Korea.  
 
Auxiliary submarine chaser No.9 Kamoi Maru is damaged by grounding, Ukushima an 
island in the Sea of Japan west of Nagasaki, Kyushu Island, Japan.  
 
The atomic bomb, Little Boy, is ready for delivery except for its four sections of cordite 
charges. 
 
Retreating Japanese form a massive defense line on the east side of the Sittang River in 
Burma.  The disorganized Burma Theater Command uses remaining troops as a vanguard 
to defend the French Indochina border. 
 
Several B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force continue to bomb supply convoys moving 
through the Siang-Chiang Valley. 52 P-51s and P-61s flying over southern and eastern 
China attack rivercraft, trucks, railroad traffic, coastal shipping, ammunition dumps, and 
other targets at several locations. 
 
About 80 B-24s of the Far East Air Force bombs the Kagoshima railroad yards on the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan and several other targets in the general 
area including the Sasebo Naval Base, Yaki-shima, and Nagasaki. A-26s and B-25s 
pound the Kanoya and Miyazaki airfields, Sasebo Naval Base located on the western 
coast of Kyushu Island, Japan, Marushima on Osaka Bay in southern Honshu Island, 
Japan, warehouses at Nagasaki on the island of Kyushu in Japan, and a factory and power 
plant on Koyagi Island the largest island of a chains of islands about five miles out in the 
harbor from Nagasaki, Honshu Island. P-51s attacks flak positions at Moji across the 
Kanmon Straits from the city of Shimonoseki between Honshu and Kyushu Islands, blast 
shipping at Iki Island between the island of Kyushu, Japan, and the Tsushima Islands in 
the Tsushima Strait, the eastern channel of the Korea Strait, and near the coast of Kyushu, 
hits islands close to Sasebo on the western coast of Kyushu Island, Japan, bombs railroad 
and warehouses in the Izumi area in Kagoshima Prefecture on Kyushu Island, and in 
general attacks railroad and road network and other communication targets throughout 
Kyushu Island of Japan. P-61s continue harassing missions during the night. P-51s flying 
over the Ryukyu Islands bombs the airstrips in Miyako Retto Island, and bombs a town in 
the Koniya area on Amami Island, Ryukyu Archipelago. B-25s and P-38s support U.S. 
Army ground action on Luzon in the Philippines, hitting enemy forces in the Cagayan 
Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and in the Cervantes in Northern Luzon and 
Infanta sector of northeast of Manila on Luzon. B-24s attacks the area south of Fabrica on 
the northeastern coast of Negros Island in the Philippines. 
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B-29s conduct their wars first 1,000 plane attack on 12 Japanese cities. 
 
B-29s of the 313th Wing of the Twentieth Air Force complete the month by dropping  
4,500,000 propaganda leaflets urging the Japanese to surrender before they suffered 
starvation. 
 
President Truman receives a memorandum from Henry Stimson, Secretary of War, giving 
suggestions on how to persuade Japan to surrender. The memo includes conventional 
bombing, invasion, and diplomacy. He has takes for granted that America will use at 
some point the atomic bomb. 

 
United States Navy and Marine Corp Aces 

    Pilot Unit Ship Victories 
David S. 
Campbell VF 15 Essex 34 
Gregory 
Boyington 

AVG/VMF 
214   28 

Joseph J. Foss VMF 121   26 
Robert M. 
Hanson VMF 215   25 
Cecil E. Harris VF 18 Intrepid 24 
Eugene A. 
Valencia VF 9 Essex 23 
Kenneth A. 
Walsh VMF 122   21 
Donald M. 
Aldrich VMF 215   20 
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AUGUST 1 
U.S. battleship Pennsylvania is damaged by coastal defense gun, Wake Island in 
the Central Pacific Ocean. 

 
U.S. carrier aircraft from the carrier Cabot and battleships attack Wake Island in 
the Central Pacific Ocean. 

 
 U.S. submarine Cod sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun in the South 

China Sea, off the east coast of Malaya. 
 

The first atomic bomb is assembled in an air-conditioned hut on Tinian Island, 
Mariana Islands. 

 
 General MacArthur is briefed on the atomic bomb. 
 

Tenth Army Air Force: Major General Albert F. Hegenberger becomes 
Commanding General Tenth Army Air Force and the headquarters moves from 
Piardoba in the state of West Bengal, India to Kunming in China. The agenda of 
the Tenth Army Air Force in China is roughly identical with its concluded mission 
in Burma: to act as the tactical Air Force giving direct support and providing air 
supply to Chinese ground forces operating south of the 27th parallel north. 

 
P-61s Black Widows of the 14th Army Air Force patrols the rivers in the Wuchou, 
Canton, and in the Tsingyun areas of China sinking several large junks and 
sampans. 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force (FEAF) assaults shipyards at Pontianak, Borneo 
and other B-24s hits barracks and AA guns along Makassar Strait between the 
Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East Indies island of Sumatra, Celebes Island in 
the Dutch East Indies.  P-38s strafes locomotives in the Soerabaja, Java area of the 
Dutch East Indies. On Luzon in the Philippines, P-38s support the U.S. 6th Army 
on the ground around Mankayan in northwestern Luzon in the Philippines and, 
along with U.S. Marine Corps aircraft, Japanese positions in the Upian in North 
Cotabato, Mindanao Island, Philippines.  In French Indochina, B-24s strikes the 
Tourane marshalling yard while escorting Mustangs strafe boxcars at Quang Nam. 
Other Liberators drop bombs on military supplies at Takao, Formosa. In Japan, 
about 50 B-24s strike at targets on the Nagasaki dock and in the harbor area; B-
25s and fighter-bombers in the Nagasaki area hammer the docks on the island of 
Kyushu in Japan, railroad yards, and shipping; other B-24s sweep over the Koniya 
Airfield on Amami Island, Ryukyu Archipelago and hits Kakeroma Island in the 
Amami Islands in the Ryukyu Archipelago; Approximately 80 P-47s go after 
railroad bridges and other railroad targets at Sendai on the northeastern Pacific 
Coast Honshu Island, Japan and P-47s fly their first combat mission from Iwo 
Jima in the Volcano Island chain, joining VII Fighter Command P-51s in a 
mission over Honshu Island of Japan; and rolling stock and airfields are attacked 
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in the Okazaki in the coastal plains of southeastern Aichi Prefecture central 
Honshu Island, Itami between Ina River and Muko River in the southeast area of 
Hyogo Prefecture, Honshu Island, and Nagoya areas on the Pacific coast on 
central Honshu Island. 

 
173 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attack Toyama located on the coast of the 
Sea of Japan in the Chubu region on central Honshu Island with incendiary bombs 
hitting an aluminum production center as well as ball bearing plant and special 
steel production, destroying 1.87 sq mi, 99.5% of the city.  One bomber finds an 
alternate target. 169 B-29s fly to the Hachioji City in the urban area of  Tokyo of 
Honshu Island destroying 1.12 sq mi, 80% of the city; three bombers find 
alternate targets and one is lost over Hachioji.  125 B-29s strike the Nagaoka 
urban area in the central part of Niigata Prefecture, on the Sea of Japan side of 
Honshu Island destroying 1.33 sq mi, 65.5% of the city; five others hit alternate 
targets.  160 B-29s pummel Mito the capital of Ibaraki Prefecture on the Pacific 
coast side of Honshu Island destroying 1.7 sq mi, 65% of the city; one bomber hits 
a target of opportunity.   
 
120 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing bomb the Mitsubishi Oil Company at 
Kawasaki City located between Tokyo and Yokohama along the south bank of the 
Tama River on Honshu Island but only causes slightly to the damage formerly 
inflicted; two other hit targets of opportunity. 
 
37 B-29s drop mines in Shimonoseki Strait between the Japanese islands of 
Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan, in Nakaumi 
Lagoon a brackish lake connected to the Sea of Japan by the Sakai Channel in 
southwest Honshu Island, at Hamada on the Sea of Japan in southwest Honshu 
Island, Sakai by Osaka Bay, Honshu Island, Yonago facing the Sea of Japan on 
southern Honshu Island, Najin on the northeastern coast of the Korean Peninsula 
by the Sea of Japan, and Seishin at the mouth of the Arakawa River and Tokyo 
Bay, Honshu Island, Japan; five others mine alternate targets. 
 
Over 30 Iwo Jima-based Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force hits the airfields 
and other targets in the Osaka-Nagoya area of Japan; bad weather prevents 
numerous other fighters from reaching targets. 
 
British submarine HMS Shalimar sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
southern Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the 
South China Sea. 
 
British submarines HMS Thorough and HMS Tacitum attacks Japanese shipping 
and shore installations on northern Bali in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East 
Indies.  
 
The HMS Taciturn sinks two Japanese junks with her deck gun. 

http://uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/3521.html
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The islands of Borneo, Celebes, and Java in the Dutch East Indies are transferred 
over to Lord Mountbatten’s command. 
 
Japanese shipping on the Yangtze River in East China comes to a halt due to 
mines dropped from Allied planes. 

 
AUGUST 2 

 Potsdam conference in Germany comes to an ends. 
 
 Foreign Minister Togo asks the Russian ambassador for information on allowing 
 Prince Koroye to travel to Moscow for talks. 
 

The Russian Supreme Headquarters, the Stavka (Soviet high command), makes a 
reorganization of forces of the Far Eastern Front into three separate fronts:  First 
Far Eastern Front is to be commanded by Marshal K . A. Meretskov, Second Far 
Eastern Front to be commanded by General M. A . Purkaev, and the Transbaikal 
Front will be commanded by Marshal Rodion Malinovskii. 

 
B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force bombs the Kataoka Naval Base on 
Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands and one Liberator radar-bombs 
Kokutan Zaki, Kuril Islands. 
 
P-38s of the 13th Army Air Force support American ground forces on Luzon in the 
Philippines, hitting enemy pockets of resistance near Kiangan, North Luzon, and 
occupied caves on a ridge close to Bontoc in the Cordillera Mountain region of 
Luzon northeast of Baguio City. 
 
10 B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force, escorted by a couple of  P-47s, takes 
out a bridge at Sinyang in China and severely damages a bridge at Lohochai, 
China; seven B-25s blast the town of Sinning, China, and strike several truck 
convoys between Siangtan and Changsha in China and in the Siang Chiang Valley 
of China; 31 P-51s also attacks the town of Sinning in China; Nearly 40 P-47s and 
P-51s destroys several bridges and damage others and attack shipping, fuel 
dumps, gun positions, trucks, railroad yards and general targets in or around the 
Chinese towns of Sichuang, Shangkao, Yoyang, Hankow, Mingkiang, Sincheng, 
Yutze, Houmachen, Yuncheng, Anyang, and Kaoyi. 
 
Lieutenant General Nathan F. Twining relieves Lieutenant General Curtis 
Emerson LeMay as Commanding General Twentieth Air Force; General LeMay is 
assigned to USASTAF as Chief of Staff. 

 
A B-29 from New Mexico arrives at Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands carrying 
preassemblies for the second atomic bomb, "Fat Boy." 

 



 1848 

General LeMay informs Col. Tibbets, Commander of the 509th Composite Group, 
that Hiroshima on Honshu Island will receive the first Atomic Bomb. 

  
 U.S. submarine Ray sinks a small Japanese vessel with her deck gun off the  
 Malaya coast. 
 

British submarines HMS Seadog and Shalimer team to sinks a Japanese tug  
pulling a barge with their deck guns in the southern Strait of Malacca, connects 
the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun off 
Bali in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies. 

 
AUGUST 3 

U.S. destroyer escort, Earl V. Johnson damaged by collision, Philippine Sea, north 
and east of the Philippine Islands on the western part of the North Pacific Ocean. 

 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks three small Japanese vessel with her deck gun in the  
Gulf of Thailand. 
 
British submarine HMS Shalimar sinks a Japanese tug pulling a barge with her  
deck gun in the southern Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, Indian 
Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
Japanese salvage ship Tencho Maru is torpedoed by the British submarine HMS  
Tiptoe and sinks near the Sunda Strait, between the Dutch East Indies islands of 
Java and Sumatra and connects the Java Sea to the Indian Ocean. 
 
"The Battle of the Breakthrough," in the Pegu Yoma Mountain Range of Burma, 
Major General Kobe losses 8,300 of his 10,000 troops.  These are the last of the 
organized Japanese force in Burma. 

 
 Allied fleet sets up a total blockade of Japan. 
 

General LeMay arrives at Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands with orders setting 
August 6 as the date for the first Atomic Bomb attack.  The order includes a list of 
targets: 
 Primary target-Hiroshima 
 Secondary target-Kokura 
 Tertiary target-Nagasaki. 
 
16 B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks railroad targets in China; 
approximately 50 fighter-bombers attacks bridges, railroad yards, storage areas, 
enemy troops, river and rail traffic, and various other targets as the campaign to 
disrupt the Japanese retreat from southern and eastern China continues. 
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P-38s and B-25s of the Far East Air Force supports American ground forces on 
Luzon in the Philippines, hitting buildings in the Apunan area of northwest Luzon, 
Philippines, and Japanese positions at the ridges southwest of Kiangan in North 
Luzon and west of Banaue in northwestern Luzon, Philippines. B-24s attacks 
airstrips at Tanamon and Sidate on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, and bombs 
the seaplane base on Kangean Island in the Java Sea. 
 
XX Air Forces’ B-29 have sealed off all of Japan’s main ports as well as Korea’s 
with mines, leaving both countries totally blockaded since the mining program 
began in March. 
 

AUGUST 4 
Headquarters of the Fifth Air Force and its subordinate commands complete their 
move to a new command post near Motobu on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
Fifth Army Air Force pilots inform debriefings that they had viewed Japanese 
civilians waving white flags from their fields and villages. 
 
The 127th, 155th and 156th Liaison Squadrons (Commando), Tenth Army Air 
Force, U.S. Army Forces, Pacific, start a transfer from Kalaikunda, India to 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
In China, B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force damages the Sincheng railroad bridge, 
four B-25s and two P-51s bombs Pailochi Airfield, China, and seven P-51s 
damage 12 locomotives between Taiyuan and Tsinan, China, destroys or damages 
several trucks near Shihkiachwang, China, and bombs a bridge near Chihsien in 
China. 

 
B-25s of the Far East Air Force fly over Kyushu Island, Japan hitting an industrial 
area near Takanabe on the Pacific coast side of Kyushu Island, bombing 
warehouses, factories, a railroad bridge, and marshalling yard. 23 B-24s of the 
11th Group, escorted by 18 P-47s of the 301st Wing, assault the Mitsui Coal 
Liquefaction Plant at Omuta by the Ariake Sea on southern Kyushu Island, one of 
the largest of its kind in Japan and a producer of 60-octane gasoline for the 
Japanese Army. B-25s and P-38s support 6th Army ground forces on Luzon in the 
Philippines, hitting Japanese forces near Santa Ines, in the Butitio area, and near 
Mount Obudan in northwest Luzon. B-24s support ground action near Fabrica on 
Negros Island. B-24s bombs Miti Airfield on Halmahera Island in the Moluccas 
Islands, Dutch East Indies. P-38s fly over Singapore Island, Malaya. 

 
On Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands, Colonel Tibbet briefs his crew of the B-
29 named Enola Gay about their mission to Hiroshima on Honshu Island, Japan 
with the atomic bomb. 
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720,000 evacuation leaflets are dropped over Hiroshima on Honshu Island, Japan 
warning of air attacks. 
 
U.S. submarine Ray, sinks three small Japanese ship with her deck gun in the Gulf 
of Thailand. 
 
U.S. destroyer Johnson is damaged by a Kaiten launched by the Japanese 
submarine I-53 in the Philippine Sea southeast of Formosa.  
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks a Japanese coastal freighter with her deck 
gun, Bali in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies. 

British troops in Burma, Lower Sittang area, clear the Japanese from the Pegu-
Martaban railway at Abya, northeast of Pegu. 

The 27th Infantry Division of the U.S. Army reaches Hedo Misake. This ends a 
three and a half month mopping-up campaign in northern Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 

AUGUST 5 
Over 330 B-24s, B-25s, A-26s, P-47s, and P-51s of the 5th Army Air Force and 
the 7th Army Air Force blast the town of Tarumizu, with general-purpose and 
napalm bombs, where it is reported to be making rocket suicide planes, the 
industrial area on Kyushu Island of Japan and other targets on Kyushu and in the 
Ryukyu Islands. P-38s support 6th Army ground forces on Luzon in the 
Philippines, hitting Japanese concentrations close to Naguilian, near Mount Data 
in the province of La Union on Luzon, Philippines, and at other points. B-24s 
attacks Japanese positions south of Fabrica on Negros Island, Philippines. Other 
B-24s bombs supply dumps and enemy personnel areas and AA positions in the 
Makassar area on Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies.  B-24s also bombs Miti 
on Halmahera Island, Dutch East Indies. 

 
Eighth Army Air Force headquarters of the 333rd Bombardment Group and 435th, 
460th and 507th Bombardment Squadrons arrive at Kadena, Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands from the United States with B-29s. 
 
20 P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force blast a bridge near Anyang in China 
and damage another one near Kiehsiu, China, attacks railroad targets during 
sweeps over the Chinese towns of Taiyuan to Suchow and Tehsien to Pengpu, and 
strafes rivercraft between Ichang and Lokehang in China. 
 
The assembled atomic bomb, "Little Boy," is loaded on to the B-29, Enola 
 Gay as she sits on the tarmac on Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. 

 
incendiary raids against Japan; 27 of the Twentieth Air Force B-29s mine the 
waters of the Sakai on Osaka Bay, Honshu Island, Yonago facing the Sea of Japan 
on southern Honshu Island, Nakaumi Lagoon a brackish lake connected to the Sea 
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of Japan by the Sakai Channel in southwest Honshu Island, at Hamada on the Sea 
of Japan in southwest Honshu Island, Miyazu in Kyoto Prefecture on the Sea of 
Japan side of Honshu Island, Maizuru located in Kyoto, Japan, on an inlet of the 
Sea of Japan, southern Honshu Island, Tsuruga in southern Fukui Prefecture in the 
Hokuriku region of Honshu Island, Obama Island in Wakasa Bay due north of 
Kyoto on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Najin on the northeastern coast 
of the Korean Peninsula by the Sea of Japan and Geijitsu area in South Korea; one 
other B-29 mines an alternate target.   
 
63 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force assaults the Saga on the island of Kyushu 
and borders the Ariake Sea to the south destroying 0.02 sq. mile 1.5% of the city.  
92 B-29s strike Maebashi in the Kanto region on the island of Honshu destroying 
one sq. mile 42.5% of the city; four others hit alternate targets. 250 B-29s drop 
their incendiary bombs on the Nishinomiya-Mikage urban area between the cities 
of Osaka and Kobe of Honshu Island destroying 2.8 sq. miles, 29.6% of the city; 
several others hit alternate targets. 64 B-29s attack the Imabari urban area in 
Ehime Prefecture, Shikoku Island, Japan destroying 0.73 sq. miles, 76% of the 
city. One Superfortresses is lost during these operations 
 
106 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Group, Twentieth Air Force, assault the Ube Coal 
Liquefaction Co. facility at Ube in Yamaguchi Prefecture, on the Seto Inland Sea, 
Honshu Island, destroying 100% of the refining units and destroying or damaging 
80% of other structures; a couple of others bombers hit alternate targets. Two 
bombers find alternate targets. 
 
Approximately100 P-51Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force attack the airfields 
and military installations in and around Tokyo on Honshu Island, scoring 
especially effective hits at Katori Airfield, Asahi City, Chiba Prefecture, Eastern 
Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
VII Fighter Command is officially assigned to the Twentieth Air Force.  
 
U.S. destroyer Bristol is damaged by collision, Iwo Jima Island in the Volcano 
Island chain. 
 
U.S. submarine Kingfish sinks two Japanese sampans with her deck gun off 
Paramushiro, Kuril Islands. 
 
U.S. submarine Pogy torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Kotohirasan  
Maru in the Sea of Japan, between mainland of China and the Japanese 
archipelago. 
 
U.S. submarine Ray sinks three small Japanese vessels with her deck gun in the 
Gulf of Thailand. 
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British submarines, HMS Seadog and Shalimar team up to sink a Japanese coastal 
ship with their deck guns in the southern Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman 
Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
The Chinese 58th Division captures Hsinking, Manchuria region in northeast 

Asia.   
 
The Chinese 13th Army liberates the town of Tanchuk, China.  
 
Stalin returned to Moscow from Potsdam in Germany and resumed frantic 
activities to prepare for a war against Japan as soon as possible but no later than 
August 10th. 

 
AUGUST 6 

The Fourteenth Army Air Force uses 10 P-51s and P-47s to damage 10 
locomotives between Tehsien and Suchow in China and five trains around the 
Chinese towns of Anyang, Kaifeng, and Loyang, and lightly damage bridges close 
to Chihsien and Houmachen in China. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands at Okinawa aircraft of the Far East Air Force take off to 
attacks targets on Kyushu Island, Japan; Nearly 150 P-47s and A-26s fly through 
bad weather to hit the primary target of Miyakonojo on the southern tip of Kyushu 
Island, Japan; 170 plus Liberators, Mitchell bombers, and Thunderbolts blast 
Kagoshima on the southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan as a 
secondary target; and 60 B-25s and P-51s strike shipping and ground targets in the 
Tsushima Strait area and in the Ryukyu Islands. P-51s flying between Kyushu 
Island of Japan and Korea attack an airfield and strafe numerous targets on Saishu 
Island off the coast of South Korea and P-47s bomb Anjo on Tanega Island of the 
Osumi Islands south of the southern tip of Osumi Peninsula in southern Kyushu 
Island. Other aircraft, operating individually or in pairs, hit various targets on the 
southern Korea coast, in the Inland Sea, Shikoku Island of Japan, throughout the 
Ryukyu Islands, and in the Shanghai in the Yangtze River Delta in East China. B-
24s blast resistance pockets on Negros Island in the Philippines.  
 

 
Colonel Paul W Tibbets with the Enola Gay on the tarmac at Tinian Island, North Field 
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Colonel Paul W Tibbets, pilot of the Twentieth Air Force B-29, and the Enola Gay 
lifts off from the runway at Tinian Island, North Field, in the Mariana Islands.  
Two minutes later an observation B-29s with Major Charles W. Sweeney takes off 
followed by Captain George W Marquardt two minutes later. 
 
Enola Gay flight to Hiroshima by the Inland Sea, Honshu Island of Japan: 
12:00 am: Tibbet has a final briefing and breakfast.  
2:30 am: Enola Gay and two escorts start their engines. 
2:45 am: three B-29s, the Enola Gay and two escorts, lift off Tinian Island in the 
Mariana Islands for Hiroshima. Each plane will fly a separate course to Iwo Jima 
in the Volcano Island chain. 

  3:15 am: Deak Parsons completes the assembly of Little Boy, atomic bomb.  
  6:00 am: The Enola Gay rendezvous over Iwo Jima with two instrument and 
  observation aircraft that will fly to the target.  

              7:30 am: Deak Parson makes his final adjustments to Little Boy: making it a 
              live atomic bomb.  The Enola Gay start a slow climb to an altitude of 30,700 
              feet.  

  8:30 am: Colonel Tibbet receives a coded message from the B-29 Strait Flush  
  that has flown over Hiroshima, stating that the cloud cover over the city is less 
  than.03 %.  Colonel Tibbet informs his crew: “It’s Hiroshima”.  

      9:09 am: As Hiroshima appears over the horizon Colonel Tibbet asks Parsons to 
  verify the target city. Parsons does giving the authorization to release the bomb. 
  9:15 am: First atomic bomb is dropped on Hiroshima, Honshu Island, Japan.  

The 
  atomic bomb Little Boy weights 9,000 pounds with the force of 20,000 tons of 
  TNT. U.S. officials estimate that 78,000 Japanese will be killed.   

              9:15:43 am: Little Boy explodes at 2000 feet over Aioi Bridge killing, 
              according to Japanese sources, 240,000 citizens. 

  9:16 am: All telegraph and radio communications with Hiroshima suddenly 
  ends. 
9:40 am: Enola Gay and her two escorts turn towards Tinian Island. Deak 
Parsons sends a message: “Results in all respects clear-cut and successful.  
Immediate action to carry out further plans is recommended.  Greater visible 
effects than at Alamogordo in New Mexico.  Target Hiroshima.”    

             11:00 am: (Washington D.C. time) radio stations playing a prepared 
     recorded statement from President Truman with news that new type of bomb had 
   been dropped on Hiroshima. 
              2:58 pm: Enola Gay touches down on Tinian Island, Mariana Islands. 
 

615 B-29s take off from Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands towards six Japan on 
six separate bombing attacks: 

30 B-29s drop mines in the Inland Sea that separates Honshu, Shikoku, 
and Kyushu, three of the four main islands of Japan; 
65 B-29s fly to Saga on the island of Kyushu and borders the Ariake Sea 
to the south, Japan; 

http://www.pacificwrecks.com/airfields/marianas/ushi/index.html
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 66 B-29s bomb Imabari in Ehime Prefecture, Shikoku Island, Japan; 
102 B-29s will drop incendiaries on Maebashi in the Kanto region on the 
island of Honshu, Japan; 

 111 B-29s bomb Ube in Yamaguchi Prefecture, on the Seto Inland Sea, 
  Honshu Island, Japan; 

261 B-29s drop bombs on Mikage in Nada Ward on Oska Bay near Kobe, 
Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
Almost 100 fighters of the Twentieth Air Force from Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Island chain attack airfields and military installations at six locations throughout 
the Tokyo area of Honshu Island. 
 
America’s highest scoring fighter ace of World War II with 40 victories, Major 
Richard Bong, dies while testing flying an experimental jet fighter. 

 
 U.s. Navy carrier aircraft attack Japanese shipping in Tinghai Harbor, China. 
 

U.S. carrier aircraft from the Intrepid attacks Wake Island in the Central Pacific 
Ocean. 

 
 U.S. submarine Tench sinks four Japanese sailing vessels with her deck gun in the  
 Yellow Sea located between China and the Korean Peninsula. 

 
Molotov cables Sato in Tokyo, Japan that a meeting can take place between him 
and Prince Konoye on the eighth of August. 
 
Representatives of China and the Pacific theaters meet at a conference on  
Guam in the Mariana Islands to make final arrangements for the seizure of 
Japanese held areas in China. 

 
AUGUST 7 

U.S. submarine Bullhead is reported sunk, Java Sea, between the Dutch East 
Indies island of Borneo to the north, Java to the south; Sumatra Island to the west. 

 
 U.S. submarine Ray sinks 24 enemy fishing craft and small junks in the Gulf of 
  Thailand, with her deck gun. 
 

British submarine HMS Shalimar sinks a Japanese junk with her deck gun in the 
southern Strait of Malacca, between the Malaya Peninsula and the Dutch East 
Indies island of Sumatra. 
 
The United States is condemned by Japanese radio for its bombing of Hiroshima 
on Honshu Island of Japan, as the first country to employ a weapon of such 
destruction, as "the destroyer of mankind and as public enemy number one of 
social justice." 
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Five B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force assaults the Kataoka Airfield on  
Shimushu Island in Northern Kuril Islands. 
 
Far East Air Force: P-47s of the Far East Air Force escort 29 Superfortresses on a 
mine dropping mission over Shimonoseki Strait between the Japanese islands of 
Honshu and Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan, at Miyazu in 
the southeast of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island, Maizuru in the central part 
of  
 

 
Nakajima J1N Gekko “Irving” 

 
the island of Honshu, Tsuruga in southern Fukui Prefecture in the Hokuriku 
region of Honshu Island, Obama Island north of Kyoto on the Sea of Japan side of 
Honshu Island and at Najin on the northeastern coast of the Korean Peninsula by 
the Sea of Japan.  B-24s and A-26’s fly over Kyushu Island to hit the Tsuiki 
Airfield in Fukuoka Prefecture, Kyushu Island and as other B-24s attacks at 
Omura on Kyushu Island; B-25s hits bridges and other targets at Matsubase in 
Shimomashiki District, Kumamoto, Central Kyushu Island and Kawajiri located 
in Toyota District, Hiroshima, Kyushu Island and bombs a Japanese convoy off 
Pusan, Korea; other B-25s strike at the Chiran airfield in Kagoshima prefecture, 
southernmost airfield on Kyushu Island and Izumi airfield in Kagoshima 
Prefecture on Kyushu Island. Aircraft attacks communications and transportation 
facilities throughout Kyushu island of Japan. B-24s bombs the Takao Airfield on 
Formosa. On Luzon in the Philippines, B-25s and P-38s support American ground 
forces from Ambuclao, to the Palugloko Mountains. In the Dutch East Indies, B-
24s bombs targets east of Bandjermasin, Borneo, and P-51s hits the harbor at 
Soerabaja, Java. 

 
124 Superfortresses of the Twentieth Air Force bombs the Toyakawa Arsenal near 
Tokyo on Honshu Island as well as the Nakajima Aircraft Plant outside Tokyo 
124 B-29s, escorted by VII Fighter Command fighters, bomb the naval arsenal at 
Toyokawa in the eastern part of Aichi Prefecture on the Pacific coast side of 
Honshu Island. One Superfortresses is lost during this mission.  
 
P-51 Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force attack railroad targets and shipping in 
and near Magarimatsu southwest of Tokyo, Honshu Island, on the Pacific coast, 
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Chofu City in the western end of Tokyo on Honshu Island, Atsugi southwest of 
Tokyo, Honshu Island, and Sagami south of Kanagawa Prefecture in Honshu 
Island.   
 
During the night, 29 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drops mines in 
Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan, at 
Miyazu City in Kyoto Prefecture on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, 
Maizuru n Kyoto, Japan, on an inlet of the Sea of Japan, southern Honshu Island, 
Tsuruga in southern Fukui Prefecture in the Hokuriku region of Honshu Island, 
Obama Island north of Kyoto on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island and at 
Najin on the northeastern coast of the Korean Peninsula by the Sea of Japan. 

 
 Japanese version of the German Me 262, jet powered fighter, makes its first run,  
 Nakajima Kikka (Orange Blossom). 
 

British troops in Burma encounter resistance from Japanese troops in the flooded 
area between Myitkyo and the Sittang River channel. 
 
Japanese Ambassador Sato calls the Russian Foreign Commissariat, requesting an 
appointment with Molotov. For Stalin this is the first clear reaction by the 
Japanese government to the Hiroshima bombing. 
 
Stalin now realizes that he has not lost the fruits promised him at Yalta (consent from  
Roosevelt and Churchill to receive rights and concessions in the railways and ports in 
Manchuria and territories of Japan).  He orders Vasilevskii to change the date of the 
attack on Japanese army by twenty-four hours to August 9th. 

 
AUGUST 8 

Japanese Professor Yoshio Nishina arrives at Hiroshima by the Inland Sea, 
Honshu Island to determine what had happen.  At 8:00 pm he reports by telephone 
to Prime Minister Suzuki's office that an atomic bomb was used on the city. 
 
Japanese newspapers contain an article taken from a communiqué disturbed by 
Imperial General Headquarters, on August 7th stating that Hiroshima had received 
"considerably" damaged by a new-type of American bomb. 
 
During the afternoon the Emperor Hirohito hears Togo’s opinion of what hit 
Hiroshima in an audience at the Palace. The weapon was an atomic bomb and 
more would probably be dropped on Japanese cities unless action is taken to 
accept the Potsdam Declaration.  Emperor Hirohito agrees that there should no 
longer be a delay to ending the war and asked Togo to convey his wishes to the 
Premier. Suzuki then tries to convoke a meeting of the Supreme War Direction 
Council but is unable to do so because of the inability of some members to be 
present. 
 
Late in the night the Japanese Supreme War Council agrees that they should  
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accept the Potsdam Declaration only if the monarchy is preserved. Some of the 
objections from the military are overruled by the Emperor himself. 
 
Sato, Japanese ambassador to Russia, arrives at his 5:00 pm audience with 
Molotov to discuss peace, but in his meeting he is handed a declaration of war 
from the Soviet Union. 
 
Russia declares war on Japan, effective August 9, 1945. Commissar Molotov says 
that the USSR has been asked to mediate by Ambassador Sato however the 
proposal had lost its basis because the Japanese failed to respond to the Potsdam 
Declaration. 

 
            In order to deceive the Japanese as to Soviet attack intentions General Chistyakov 
            has the 39th Rifle Corps of 25th Army occupy their final attack positions as late  
 a possible on the evening of the 8th. 
 

During the day, President Truman signs the United Nations Charter, making the 
United States the first country to ratify its original signature. 

 
10 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force, strike at buildings, trucks, rivercraft, 
and other targets in the Paoching, Hengyang, and Chuanhsien areas of China. 
 
From Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands B-24s, B-25s, A-26s, P-51s, and P-47s of 
the Far East Air Force carry out strikes against enemy targets on Kyushu Island, 
Japan; targets include the Usa airfield near the port of Nagasu and Tsuiki airfield 
in Fukuoka Prefecture, communications and transport targets all over Kyushu 
Island, shipping between Kyushu Island and Korea, and other targets on the 
Ryukyu Islands, on the China coast, and on Formosa.  Liberators drop bombs on 
the Shinchiku Airfield on Formosa. B-24s on a shipping search hit the Lolobata 
Airfield on Halmahera Island of the Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies. On 
Luzon in the Philippines, B-24s support the 6th Army ground forces in the Lenatin 
River Valley north of Laguna de Bay and P-38s support ground action near 
Mankayan in northwestern Luzon, in the Kiangan area North Luzon, and Bagabag 
the gateway to the famous Banaue Rice Terraces of north Luzon. 

 
221 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drops incendiaries on Yawata located in 
Kyoto in the eastern part of Aichi Prefecture on Honshu Island. The attack wipes 
out 1.22 sq. miles, 21% of the city; six others bombers find alternate targets. One 
Superfortresses is shot down by Japanese fighters and three are lost to mechanical 
problems. 60 Superfortresses bombs the Tokyo arsenal and the Nakajima aircraft 
plant on Honshu Island. Two B-29s attack alternate targets; two B-29s are lost to 
flak and one to mechanical problems. During this missions these bombers will be 
are the last lost in action by the Twentieth Air Force. 
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Later during the night, 91 B-29s assault Fukuyama on the Ashida River in 
Hiroshima Prefecture by the Hiuchi-nada Sea that separates Honshu Island from 
Shikoku Island burning out approximately 0.88 sq miles, 74% of the city.  One 
bomber finds an alternate target. 
 
Over 100 fighters from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain damage airfields, 
factory buildings, barracks, and rail installations in Osaka, Honshu Island, Japan's 
third largest city by population. 

 
U.S. submarine Pargo torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Rashin Maru 
off northeastern Korea. 
 
316 survivors of the 1196 men onboard the cruiser Indianapolis are rescued in the 
Philippine Sea.  
 
Admiral Halsey has advance copies of his Operation Plan 10-45, occupation of 
Japan, distributed so that Task Force 31 can be set up. 

 
AUGUST 9 

President Truman speaks to the American people via radio broadcast.   He  states,  
“The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a 
military base.  That was because we wished in the first instance to avoid, in so far 
as possible, the killing of civilians.”  
 
Tenth Army Air Force moves from Kunming to Liuchow in China as the 
war winds down, the deployment of the 10th AAF to China is still in progress. 
 
Five B-25s, of the 14th Army Air Force, with P-51s as escorts, damages the Puchi 
railroad bridge, and strikes rail traffic close to Sinsiang, China; the P-51s strafe 
AA 
positions and other targets found near the bridge; four other B-25s operating 
individually, go after truck convoys and targets of opportunity to the south of 
Changsha, China, south and north of Yoyang in China, and in the Siang Chiang 
Valley of China. 

 
Twentieth Air Force: A plutonium bomb, "Fat Man,” is dropped by a B-29, 
Bock’s Car, piloted by Major Charles W. Sweeney, on the industrial city Nagasaki 
on Kyushu Island, Japan. The plutonium bomb is released from 28,900 feet. 
Japanese claim nearly 24,000 are killed; U.S. information estimate about 35,000. 
Bock’s Car refuels on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, and continues on to Tinian 
Island in the Mariana Islands and touches down on North Field at 12:39 pm. 
 
During the night, 95 B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing, Twentieth Air Force, attack 
the Nippon Oil Refinery at Amagasaki located in Hyogo Prefecture on Osaka Bay 
of Honshu Island as a couple of others hit alternate targets. 
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U.S. Marine aircraft fly their last bombing mission against Rabaul on New 
Britain, Bismarck  Archipelago.  

 
258 British and American carrier planes of Task Force 37 attack Japanese airfields 
in continuous waves over the next two days in an attempt to destroy Japanese 
aircraft that have been moved to northern Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
U.S. battleships South Dakota, Indiana, and Massachusetts along with cruisers 
and destroyers shell industrial targets at Kamaishi, Honshu Island, Japan. 850 16-
inch shells from the battleships, 1,440 8-inch shells from the cruisers, and 2,500 
5-inch shells from destroyers are fired. 

 
U.S. battleships, cruisers, and destroyers shell Wake Island in the Central Pacific 
Ocean. 

 
 Chinese paratroopers drop on to the Canton-Hankow railroad, China. 
 

Three Russian army groups invade Manchuria with a force of 1,500,000 troops, 
attacking from the Maritime Province. Another force of Russian troops attacks 
from Transbaikalia from north Mongolia which borders Russia to the north and 
China to the south, east and west. The Russians used tanks for the first time as the 
spearhead in a major offensive. 

 
            Detachments of the Russian 57th Border Guards Detachment crosses the Ussuri  
            and Sungacha Rivers and over runs a Japanese border outposts and secures a  

beachhead on the west bank of the Sungacha River marking part of the border 
between the Russian and China. 

 
            Russian bombers bombs Hutou, China. 
 

Russian 264th Rifle Division captures the railroad depot, and cut the highway 
leading to Hulin City on the Muling River in southeastern Heilongjiang province, 
China. 

 
            Russian 361st Rifle Division secure Tartar Island near the mouth of the Sungari 
            River in Manchuria in northeast Asia. 
 
           By night fall three corps of the Russian 5th Army has advanced just over thirteen  
           miles into the Japanese rear through a 21 mile hole in the Japanese front line of 
           defense.  
 

Filipino soldiers of the 1st, 2nd, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th and 16th Infantry Division 
of the Philippine Commonwealth Army, 1st Infantry Regiment of the Philippine 
Constabulary, 11th and 14th Infantry Regiment of the United States Army Forces 
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in the Philippines with the assist of Far East Air Force bombers re-occupied the 
town of Mayoyao Ifugao in Northern Luzon, Philippines. 

 
U.S. destroyer John W. Weeks is damaged by friendly naval gunfire, Honshu 
Island, Japan. 

 
 U.S. destroyer Borie is damaged by Kamikaze off Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
 Mongolia declares war on Japan. 
 

 In the Dutch East Indies Sukarno, Mohammad Hatta, and Dr. Radjiman 
 Wediodiningrat are flown to meet Japanese Marshal Hisaichi Terauchi in French 
 Indochina. They are told that Japan intended to announce Indonesia 
 independence on 24 August. 
 
8:40 am: Togo talks with Suzuki on the grave situation Japan finds herself in and 
both agree to place the prompt-surrender problem before a Big Six conference. 
Before returning to his office, Foreign Minister Togo stops at Navy Ministry 
Yonai's office to obtain a prompt and willing consent to go along with Suzuki and 
Togo on accepting the Potsdam Declaration. 
 
10:00 am: At the Imperial Palace Premier Suzuki hears from Marquis Kido that 
the Emperor has been informed that the Russians have entered the war.  This 
makes the accepting the Potsdam Declaration more important than before.  
Suzuki, knowing of the dead lock the Supreme War Direction Council is finding 
itself, requests and obtains the Emperor's assurance of an Imperial decision in the 
event of a deadlock. 
 
10:30 am: The six leaders of the Supreme War Direction Council arrive at the 
Imperial Palace as requested by Premier Suzuki.  As before the topic is the 
surrender and the Council is still split on the situation. The Premier advises the 
timely accepts of the Potsdam Declaration, which is the Emperor's wish.  In the 
discussion that follows four points are discussed: (1) the disarmament of the 
military forces, (2) the extent and nature of the Allied occupation of the homeland, 
(3) preservation of the "national polity," and (4) the disposition of war criminals. 
The leaders promptly agreed that the first and most important condition must be 
that acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration would not endanger the "national 
polity," or the prerogatives of the Imperial family.  After three hours of 
deliberations, the Council is forced to adjourn in a deadlock. 
 
2:30 pm: Japanese Cabinet meets and the members comes together to discuss 
remaining in the war or suing for peace.  At this time Premier Togo tells the 
Cabinet Ministers that the Supreme War Direction Council has had secret peace 
discussions with the Russians. Suzuki stresses the gravity of Japan’s situation and 
the need to reach a quick decision on the war. The Cabinet deliberates 
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indecisively for seven hours with the two opposing views represented unable to 
come to agreement. 
  
In Tokyo, just before midnight, the Emperor meets with the members of the 
Supreme Council for the Direction of the War to decide the course of the war in 
an underground air raid shelter.  The council becomes deadlock with three 
members in favor of surrender with reservations for the Emperor.  Three other 
members insist that Japan has not yet reached the point of defeat.  The people of 
Japan could defend the homeland.  News of the atomic bomb reaches the Council, 
but does not break the deadlock.   

 
AUGUST 10 

2:00 am: After several hours of discussion the Japanese Supreme War Direction 
Council is unable to settle the question of surrender or continue the war.  Premier 

Suzuki suggests that the Emperor's wish should be made known.  Suzuki in an 
unexampled act in Japan's constitutional history, ask the Emperor to state his 

opinion, and at the same time, pleaded with the Council to accept the Emperor's 
answer as final. The Emperor announces he wants peace.  He continues to say that 

to end the war on this occasion is the only way to save the nation from 
destruction. 

 
3:00 am: The Japanese Cabinet reconvenes at the Premier's official residence 
where the Ministers have been waiting since the recess of the previous evening. 
Togo reports to that his proposal had been adopted by the Imperial conference 
with a revision.  
 
4:00 am: In Tokyo at the Imperial conference the entire Cabinet signs the 
ratification papers after unanimously agreeing to Togo's proposal that Japan 
accept the Potsdam Declaration. 
 
7:00 am Tokyo sends a radiogram through the intermediary of Switzerland and 
Sweden to the Governments of the four Allied powers (China, Great Britain, 
Russia, and the United States) that they are willing to surrender but only if the 
status of the Emperor is not changed. 
 
9:00 am: War Minister Anami holds a meeting with Imperial Army officers of 
lieutenant colonel rank and above in the War Ministry to explain the decision 
taken at the Imperial conference and to warn against any overt attempts to obstruct 
the Government's surrenders decision.  Admiral Toyoda, Chief of the Navy 
General Staff, noting an atmosphere of restlessness within his office, delivered a 
similar warning. 
 
2:00 pm: The Japanese Cabinet meets again to confer on of how to prepare the  
people of Japan for surrender.  For months they have been feed propaganda and  
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prepared for the bitter finish to the war. Another problem to prepare for is the 
assured action that the war faction would not be satisfied with this decision to 
surrender.  They concur that no announcement of the negotiations will be made 
until an Imperial Rescript is proclaimed of the acceptance of the Potsdam 
Declaration is made. 
 
U.S. Naval carrier planes attack shipping, airfields, and railroads, northern 
Honshu Island of Japan. 

 
Japanese carrier Kaiyo is attacked by U.S. carrier planes and sunk in Beppu Bay 
on the island of Kyushu. 

 
American and British battleships shell the coastal city of Kamaishi on the 
Sanriku- rias coast of Iwate, Northeastern Honshu Island, Japan.  Their main 
target is the steel mill. 

 
Fourteenth Army Air Force: Major General Charles B Stone III assumes 
command  
of the Fourteenth Army Air Force, replacing Major General Claire L Chennault. 

 
B-25s and P-51s, Fourteenth Army Air Force, attacks a bivouac areas near 
Siangyin in China, attacks convoys off Siangtan, China, and in the Siang Chiang 
Valley of China, hammers a storage area and AA positions at Nanchang, China, 
and blast a truck concentration near Hengshan, China; approximately 50 P-47s 
and P-51s goes after rivercraft, railroad targets, troops, trucks, and bridges at 
several points in southern and eastern China. 
 
Far East Air Force: 80 B-24s, 118 B-25s, and 220 P-47s and P-38s blasts the 
Kumamoto area in western Japan’s Honshu Island with general-purpose and 
napalm bombs; 20 plus B-24s pounds the Oita on the northwest end of Kyushu 
Island facing Beppu Bay and the Seto Inland Sea; 39 P-51s fly escort for both 
targets; nearly 40 B-25s hits destroyers, cargo ships, and small vessels during a 
shipping sweep between Kyushu Island and Korea; P-47s bomb Sasebo Harbor on 
the western coast of Kyushu Island; P-51s assault various targets on Honshu and 
Kyushu Islands and B-25s drop bombs in the northern Ryukyu Islands. B-24s 
barrage Shinchiku on Formosa. On Luzon in the Philippines, P-38s strike enemy 
troop concentrations near Mount Pulog Luzon’s highest peak and borders between 
the provinces of Benguet, Ifugao, and Nueva Vizcaya and Dupax in central Luzon. 

 
The 20th Air Force limits its operations to precision bombing mission. During the 
day, 70 B-29s, escorted by two groups of P-51s, bombs the arsenal complex at 
Tokyo on Honshu Island; several others hits alternate targets. During the night, 31 
B-29s mines Shimonoseki Strait between the Japanese islands of Honshu and 
Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan, Nakaumi Lagoon a brackish 
lake connected to the Sea of Japan by the Sakai Channel in southwest Honshu 
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Island, at Hamada on the Sea of Japan in southwest Honshu Island, and waters at 
Sakai and Yonago, Japan and Wonsan, Korea. 
 
Manchurian town of Tungchiang falls to the advancing Russians. 
 
Russian 34th Rifle Division secures Lopei in Manchuria. 
 
The Russian 39th Rifle Corps completely clears Japanese forces out of the  
Tonguing area of Manchuria. 
 
Russian 264th Rifle Division captures the city of Hutou in Manchuria leaving the 
Japanese isolated in the strong fortifications north and northwest of the city. 

 
 Russian forces enter Korea by invasion at Urggi and Rajin. 
 

Russian 15th Army units drive all Japanese forces from the banks of the Amur 
River in the area between the Sungari and the Ussuri Rivers, in Northeast China. 

 
 Russian 22nd Rifle Division and the 300 Rifle Division with support from the 
 257th Tank Brigade overruns units of the Japanese 257th Infantry Regiment and 
 captures the town of Pamientung in Manchuria. 
 

Russian 75th Tank Brigade secures the bridgehead Lishuchen in China where it 
crosses the Muleng River. 

 
17th Japanese Front in Korea and the 5th Japanese Air Army are placed under the 
command of the Kwantung Army. 

 
President Truman meets with his war advisors in Washington D.C. to review the 
Japanese response to the acceptance of unconditional surrender. 
 
Director of the Manhattan Project, Major General Leslie Groves, sends a 
memorandum to General of the Army George Marshall stating that "the next 
bomb should be ready for delivery on the first suitable weather after 17 or August 
18." 
 

AUGUST 11 
The Allies responds to the Japanese announcement of August 10th is sent through 
the Swiss minister in Washington D. C. declaring that the Emperor and 
government would be subject to the Allied authority. 
 
U.S. Secretary of State, James Byrnes, replies to the Japanese offer to surrender 
with a refusal to make any compromise on the demand for unconditional 
surrender. His message states that the Allies envisage an unconditional surrender 
as one where the Emperor will be "subject to" the supreme commander of the 
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Allied powers and the form of government will be decided the "will of the 
Japanese people." 
 
President Truman informed the Japanese that the Allied Supreme Commander 
will accept the surrender of Japan. First the Emperor and the High Command will 
need to issue a cease fire order to all Japanese armed forces before the Allies 
could accept Japan's suit for surrender. 
 
President Truman suspends USASTAF operations over Japan except for Far East 
Air Force operations which are allowed to continue until 12th. 
 
Secretary of State James Byrnes is given a cable from the Australian government 
approving the wording of the surrender document. 
 
China Expeditionary Army commander, General Yasutsugu Okamura, files a 
strong protest against the acceptance of unconditional surrender to both War 
Minister Anami and the General Yoshijiro Umezu, Chief of the Army General 
Staff, after learning that Japan is suing for peace. 
 
U.S. submarine Jallao sinks the freighter Timoko Maru  in the Sea of Japan in the 
western Pacific between mainland of China and the Japanese archipelago. 

 
Nine P-51s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force attack Japanese troops, trains, and 
river shipping from Chenhsien, to Hengyang in China. 
 
In the Ryukyu Islands Okinawa-based B-24s, B-25s, A-20s, A-26s, and fighters of 
the Far East Air Force flies nearly 530 sorties against shipping and shore 
installations in the Inland Sea of Japan, in the Tsushima located in Aichi 
Prefecture in the Chubu region of Honshu Island, and of communications, 
transportation, and other targets throughout Kyushu Island. Philippine Island-
based B-24s bombs the Heito Airfield on Formosa and Ambon Island barracks in 
the Moluccas Islands. P-38s hits buildings near Dibuluan Island off the coast of 
Palawan Island in the Philippines and artillery near Kiangan on North Luzon, 
Philippines. 53 B-24s go over Kurume on Kyushu Island, Japan with incendiaries. 
 
Japanese submarine I-159 is strafed by P-51s flying out of Iwo Jima in the 
Volcano Island chain and they damage her main ballast tanks. 
 
Japanese submarine I-366 attacks a convoy with all of her Kaitens, but two are 
found defective so three Kaitens are deployed from an extremely long distance. 
No hits are registered because the Kaitens ran out of fuel maneuvering to their 
targets and their operators suffocate. 
 
Units of the 1st Red Banner Army (Russian 112th Fortified Region and 6th Field 
Fortified Region Forces) stormed several Japanese border positions held by 
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elements of the 369th Infantry Regiment and advance northward toward Mishan. 
By nightfall they cross the Muleng River south of Mishan, Manchuria. 
 
The 1st Brigade of the Russian Amur River Flotilla bombard Fuchin, Manchuria 
as troops land to the north. 
 
The Russian Pacific Fleet and the Second Far East Front start operations to 
capture the southern part of Sakhalin Island in the North Pacific. 

 
AUGUST 12 

1:00 are an American shortwave broadcast from San Francisco, California, is 
intercepted by the Japanese Foreign Office.  The message discloses that the 
Secretary of State Byrnes' is waiting for a reply to U.S. broadcast of August 10th. 

 
Foreign Vice-Minister Shunichi Matsumoto, together with Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Sakomizu begins translating the final version of the surrender terms that 
had been broadcasted to them in five brief paragraphs from Washington. 
 
8:00 am: Foreign Vice-Minister Shunichi Matsumoto and Togo agree to press for  
acceptance of the Allied terms, Sakomizu advises the Premier to accept the 
Secretary of State Byrnes' reply. 
 
8:20 am: The Allied attitude toward the Emperor's position of subjecting him to 
the will of the Allied Supreme Commander has caused the Japanese military to 
stiffen their attitude toward surrender.  Military leaders feel this would make the 
Emperor a subordinate position as well as would invite internal chaos and result in 
the ultimate removal of the Imperial family. Chiefs of the Army and Navy General 
Staffs, General Umezu and Admiral Toyoda, join together and travel to the 
Imperial Palace to make a joint plea to the Emperor to reject the Allied conditions. 

 
Japanese President of the Privy Council, Baron Hiranuma, goes to Premier Suzuki 
to list his disapproval to the American reply to the Japanese offer to surrender, 
especially the part concerning the Emperor.  Later Hiranuma calls on Kido with 
the same problem. 
 
War Minister Anami is approached by a group of young army officers in the War 
Ministry wanting to undertake a coup to stop the surrender movement.  Anami 
refuses to make a commitment about a coup temporally stiffening an uprising. 
However he goes straight to Suzuki to voice his opposition to the Allied reply. 
 
11:00 am: The text of the Allied broadcast along with the Foreign Office's 
interpretation of the surrender terms are given to the Emperor by Foreign Minister 
Togo. 
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12:50 pm: President of the Privy Council, Baron Hiranuma, visits Suzuki to voice 
his opposition to the Allied radio reply and request him to push the Americans for 
a clarification on its position on the Emperor.  Later he goes to Kiddo with the 
same demand. 
 
3:00 pm: The Emperor Hirohito reports to the Imperial family to inform them of 
his decision to surrender and end the war as well as to solicit their support in his 
resolve for peace. 
 
6:30 pm: Foreign Minister Togo arrives at the Imperial Palace to urged Kido to 
exercise his influence in swinging Suzuki back to the peace fold. 
 
Later in the evening Kido, Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, has a talk with Suzuki 
about his dissatisfaction with the Allied reply and his wanting to continue the war.  
Kido prevails upon Suzuki to accept the Allied terms and cautions him that his 
resistance could only compound Japan's misery.  Suzuki finally agrees with Kido. 

 
U.S. Navy battleship Pennsylvania is damaged by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 

 
 U.S. cruisers and destroyers shell Japanese installations on Matauwa and 
 Paramushiro Islands in the Kuril Islands. 
 

Japanese submarine fires at the U.S. Navy destroyer escort Thomas F. Nickel and 
the LSD Oak Hill. 

 
U.S. submarine Argonaut II sinks a Japanese sailing vessel with her deck gun at 
the entrance to the Yellow Sea between China and the Korean Peninsula. 
 
British submarine HMS Thorough sinks the Malaysian sailing ship Palange using 
her deck gun, Bali in the Lesser Sunda Islands, Dutch East Indies. 

In Manchuria the Sasaki Detachment inflicts heavy casualties on Russian forward 
detachments stopping their advance at Taimakou. 
Russian troops invade the southern Sakhalin Islands in the North Pacific.   
 
Units of the Russian 393rd Rifle Division assist a Soviet naval task force in 
securing the port of Ungg, Manchuria. 
 
The Russian 363rd Rifle Division occupies Mishan, Manchuria.  
 
Russian forces entered North Korea advancing from near Vladivostock in Russia 
near the borders with China and North Korea, penetrate the Korean peninsula.  
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Landing parties from the Soviet Pacific Fleet capture the Korean ports of Yuki 
and Rashin. 
 
Four B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force make a visual and radar bombing attack on 
Kataoka, Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands; several more bomb the Suribachi 
Airfield on Paramushiru Island in the Kuril Islands, hitting the runways and 
buildings 
 
B-24s of the Far East Air Force, from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, blast the 
Matsuyama Airfield on Formosa. On Japan, B-25s and A-26’s attacks the Chiran 
Airfield, southernmost airfield on Kyushu Island, Japan and Kanoya Airfields 
south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island while other A-26s 
and A-20s and P-47s assault the towns of Kushikino in Kagoshima on the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan, Akune in Kagoshima on the 
southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan, and Miyazaki in the southeast 
of Miyazaki Prefecture of Kyushu Island; B-25s and fighter-bombers hits shipping 
and communications centers on Kyushu Island of Japan, the Ryukyu Islands, and 
between Japan and Korea. On Formosa, B-24s from the Philippine Islands attack 
the Kagi Airfield and the Takao marshalling yard. On Luzon in the Philippines, P-
38s support American Sixth Army ground forces in or near Kabayan in North 
Luzon, Kiangan in North Luzon, and Uldugan south of Manila on Luzon. 
 
President Truman suspends B-29 raids on Japan. 

 
AUGUST 13 

 1,600 U.S. Navy carrier planes raid targets around Tokyo, Honshu Island of Japan. 
 

The Eighth Army Air Force continues to arrive on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
from the United States with B-29s. 

 
The Eleventh Army Air Force flies its last combat mission of World War II when 
six B-24s radar-bomb the Kashiwahara Staging Area on Paramushiru Island in the 
Kuril Islands with incendiaries. 
 
B-24s and B-25s of the Far East Air Force, from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, 
blast enemy shipping in the waters off Korea and Kyushu Island of Japan and in 
the Inland Sea separating Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, three of the four main 
islands of Japan; B-25s go after Japanese forces near Palacian, Luzon, Philippines. 
P-38s hits shipping in the Singapore area of Malaya. 
 

 Millions of copies of the Potsdam Declaration translated into Japanese are 
 dropped on Japanese cities from B-29s of the 20th Air Force. 
 

Superfortresses of the 315th Bomb Wing make a 3,650 miles round trip flight, the 
longest nonstop mission from the Mariana Islands, as 132 B-29s bomb the Nippon 
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Oil Company at Tsuchizaki on Honshu Island northwest coast bordering the Sea 
of Japan. 
 
The last U.S. air raid on Wake Island in the Central Pacific Ocean is executed by 
U.S. Marine Corps aircraft against Peacock Point battery. 
 
2:10 am: The Japanese Minister to Sweden, Suemasa Okamoto, sends an urgent 
cablegram to Matsumoto in the Foreign Office stating that the Chinese and 
Russians are pushing heavily for the dismissal of the Emperor. This information is 
passed on by Matsumoto to Sakomizu and then to the Premier Suzuki. This 
cablegram confirms that any attempt by Japan to clarify the Emperor status would 
result in an end of surrender negotiations.  Also, any Japanese objection would 
support the Chinese and Russians demands on the preservation of the Emperor.  
Suzuki promptly agrees to accept the Allied terms. 
 
7:30 am: Kido is called on by War Minister Anami where he again states his 
objection to the Fourth Paragraph, transport prisoners of war and civilian internees 
to places of safety. Kido explains that refusing the Allied surrender document 
would result in causing more problems for the Japanese. The two separate without 
coming to agreement. 
 
9:00 am: Premier Suzuki holds a meeting of the six leaders of the Supreme War 
Direction Council.  Discussions become heated with violent clashes of opinion as 
the War Minister and the Chiefs of the Army and Navy General Staffs align 
against with the Premier, Navy and Foreign Ministers wanting to accept the 
Potsdam Declaration. 
 
The Chief of the Operations section of the Japanese Army and Navy General 
Staffs meet with the Chief of the Military Affairs section of the War Ministry. 
They agree to delay the calling of an Imperial Conference as long as possible 
while they attempt to win over leaders that favor surrender to a last ditch battle. 

 
 The Emperor summons Admiral Toyoda to his presence and tells him that 
 Japan must accept the surrender terms. 
 

8:00 pm: A half-dozen officers holding key positions in the Military Affairs 
Bureau of the Japanese War Ministry, including Major Hatanaka, arrives at Anami 
official residence to hear a plan for a coup.  The officers attempt to secure a clear-
cut commitment from the War Minister.  The meeting breaks up with an assurance 
by Anami that a definite reply would be forth-coming "tomorrow." 
 
President Truman approves the surrender documents to be presented to the 
Japanese and has them sent to General MacArthur. 

 
 U.S. submarine Atule torpedoes and sinks the Japanese escort ship No.6 Kaibokan  
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 and she also torpedoes and damages the Japanese escort ship No.16 Kaibokan 
            east of Hokkaido Island, Japan. 
 

U.S. submarine Torsk torpedoes and sinks the Japanese cargo ship Kaiho Maru, 
off the coast of Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
Japanese submarine I-373 is sunk by the U.S. submarine Spikefish off China.  The 
I-373 is the last Japanese submarine sunk in World War II. 

 
The Mongolian People's Republic declares war on Japan. 

 
The Russian’s 257th Tank Brigade occupies the railroad station at Hualin,  
Manchuria. 
 
The Russian 66th Rifle Division occupies Tungan, cutting the highway and 
railroad to Hutou. 
 
The Russian 1st Red Banner Army with the 75th Tank Brigade and the 39th Rifle 
 Division reached and secured Linkou, Manchuria. 
 
In Manchuria, Fuchin surrenders to the Russian 15th Army. 
 
The Indochinese Communist Party, ICP, Central Committee conducts a Ninth 
Plenum at Tan Trao to prepare an agenda for a National Congress of the Viet 
Minh.  An order is issued for a general uprising and a national insurrection 
committee is established headed by ICP General Secretary Truong Chinh. 
 

AUGUST 14 
9:00 am: Premier Suzuki and Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal Kido have an 
audience with the Emperor and petitioned him to assemble on his own initiative 
an Imperial conference in defiance of a time-honored precedent. 
 
10:00 am: Field Marshals Shunroku Hata and Hajime Sugiyama, and Fleet 
Admiral Osami Nagano, the highest ranking military officers present in Japan, 
arrive at the Palace after being summoned by the Emperor.  The purpose is to 
secure from them obedient compliance of the armed forces to his surrender 
decision.  Shortly thereafter Cabinet Ministers, secretaries of the Supreme War 
Direction Council, President of the Privy Council, and Kiddo arrive at the 
Imperial Palace after receiving an urgent summons. 
 
11:00 am: The meeting with the Emperor at the Palace air raid shelter begins with 
Suzuki reading a brief review of developments since August 10th. The Premier 
points out that most of the Cabinet members are in favor of accepting the Potsdam 
Declaration, but there has been no unanimity. He then proposed that the Emperor 
hear the opposing views before making a final decision. He asks the Chief of the 
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Army General Staff, the Chief of the Navy General Staff, and the War Minister to 
express their views.  These three pleaded for further inquiries of the Allies 
because as the terms are written it would be difficult for Japan to preserve her 
national polity.  The Emperor then speaks his voice is trembling with emotion. He 
request that all members agree with him. He goes on to say that in his opinion the 
Allied reply is satisfactory; that this opinion is unchanged since August 10th; and 
that his decision is based on his observation of the world and the domestic 
situations. Continuing the war would lead to the complete destruction of Japan. 
He then pleads for his audience to put aside personal sentiments. 
 
12:00 pm: The meeting with the Emperor comes to a close after he offers to make 
a radio broadcast to the people of his decision to surrender.  He asks his Ministers 
to draw up a message to the people of Japan explaining the ending of the war. 
 
9:00 pm: The Cabinet completes the wording of the surrender announcement draft 
and the Premier takes it to Emperor Hirohito for his signature and seal. The 
Ministers then counter-signed the draft to formalize the Emperor's surrender 
decision. 
 
10:50 pm: Emperor Hirohito starts recording his final message to the citizens on a 
phonograph disc to be broadcast in the room of the Imperial Household Ministry. 
 
The Imperial Army War Minister Anami, Chief of the Army General Staff 
Umezu, and Inspectorate-General of Military Training General Kenji Doihara, 
Field Marshals Hata and Sugiyama meet at the War Ministry together with the top 
operational commanders of the Army forces in Japan. These five affixed their 
seals to a joint resolution pledging that the Army would "conduct itself in 
accordance with the Imperial decision to the last." The resolution is endorsed 
immediately afterward by General Masakazu Kawabe, over-all commander of the 
Army air forces in Japan. 
 
Generals Anami and Umezu call their ranking subordinates during the afternoon 
for a meeting to inform them of the results of the Imperial conference. Each 
instructs their men to strictly obey the Emperor's command.  General Anami 
announces that the entire Army must act in complete accord with the Imperial 
decision. 
 
At the Imperial Navy Ministry, Navy Minister Mitsumasa Yonai informs his 
officers of the Emperor’s decision to surrender and orders them to take all steps 
necessary to secure obedience with the Emperors’ request.  Orders are issued to all 
major naval commands within the home islands, directing them to dispatch their 
chiefs of staff to Tokyo immediately in order to obtain instructions. 
 
In the Military Affairs Bureau, Major Kenji Hatanaka and Lt. Colonel Jiro 
Shiizaki are not willing to follow orders to comply with the Emperor’s request.  
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They plot to stop the surrender and force a change in the Imperial decision to 
terminate the war.  Within the Bureau they gain a promise from Lt. Colonel 
Masataka Ida to join them along with two staff officers of the 1st Imperial Guards 
Division, Majors Hidemasa Koga and Sadakichi Ishihara. Their plan is to seize 
control of the Imperial Palace thus insulating the Emperor. Take over the NHK 
radio station to prevent the broadcast of the Emperor message. In case of failure, 
they will commit suicide. 
 
11:00 pm: Major Kenji Hatanaka and Lt. Colonel Jiro Shiizaki and their group of 
fanatical Japanese officials make their attempt to keep the Emperor’s surrender 
message secret. They first try to gain control of the Imperial Palace through the 
office of the 1st Imperial Guards Division commander, Lt. General Takeshi Mori. 
They demanded that he order the division to rise against the surrender decision.  
Mori flatly refuses saying their mission is to protect the sovereign, and under no 
circumstances act contrary to Emperors will.  After several attempt to persuade 
Mori to support the plot Hatanaka draws his pistol and shoot the commander of 
the 1st Imperial Guards.  They forge orders for the deployment of the Guards 
around the Emperor's Palace. Later they take over the NHK radio station in a 
search for the recorded message made by the Emperor, but they learn that 
American planes are dropping leaflets containing the Japanese reply to the Allies 
surrender demands. 

 
 General Anami Koechika, War Minister, commits suicide to prevent him from  

hearing the Emperor’s proclamation and to atone for the Japanese Army defeats 
during the war. 

 
 Japan accepts the terms of the Potsdam Declaration and agrees to surrender.    
 

General of the Army Douglas MacArthur is named Supreme Commander for all  
Allied Powers (SCAP) to receive the Japanese capitulation and conduct the 
occupation of Japan. 

 
President Harry Truman announces the unconditional surrender of Japan. 
 
CinCPOA orders the stop of all offensive operations against Japanese forces. 
 
U.S. submarine Balao sinks a Japanese guardboat with her deck gun off the east 
coast of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
U.S. submarine Torsk torpedoes and sinks the Japanese corvettes Kaibokan No.13 
and Kaibokan No.47 in the Sea of Japan in the western Pacific between mainland 
of China and the Japanese archipelago. 
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British submarine HMS Statesman sinks five Japanese junks with her deck gun or 
with demolition charges in the Strait of Malacca, connects the Andaman Sea, 
Indian Ocean, and the South China Sea. 
 
British submarine HMS Sturdy sinks two Japanese sailing ships with her deck gun 
off Burma. 
 
B-25s, P-47s, and P-51s of the FEAF attack enemy shipping off Korea and 
Kyushu Island, Japan. 

 
B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force carries out a leaflet barrage over Tokyo with a 
translation of Byrnes' reply to the Japanese government offer of unconditional 
surrender. The secret negotiations, which the Japanese Government has tried to 
conceal from the public, are now revealed. 
 
752 B-29s of the 20th Air Force fly seven missions against Japan without loss. 
These are the last B-29 missions against Japan in World War II. 157 B-29s pounds 
the Hikari Naval Arsenal at Hikari in Yamaguchi Prefecture in western Honshu 
Island; four find alternate targets.  145 B-29s attacks the Osaka Army Arsenal. 
The largest munitions factory in Japan located to the east of Osaka Castle on 
Honshu Island. A couple of bombers hit alternate targets; 160 P-51s escort the B-
29s and attacks airfields in the Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu 
Island. 108 B-29s bombs the railroad yards at Marifu near the Seto Inland Sea in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture, Honshu Island; two bombers find alternate targets. During 
the night, in the longest nonstop B-29 mission from the Mariana Islands, 3,650 
miles, 132 B-29s drop 100 pound bombs on the Nippon Oil Company at 
Tsuchizakiminato on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, north of Akita, 
Japan.  
 
During the night, 81 B-29s drops incendiaries on the Kumagaya in Saitama 
Prefecture, near Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island annihilating 0.27 sq miles, 45% of the 
city area. 86 B-29s drops incendiaries on the Isezaki City located in Gunma 
Prefecture in the northwestern portion of the Kanto Region of Honshu Island  
razing 0.166 sq. miles, 17% of the city area.  
 
39 B-29s mine the waters off Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, facing Nanao Bay, 
Honshu Island, Shimonoseki between the Japanese islands of Honshu and 
Kyushu, linking the Inland Sea with the Sea of Japan, Miyazu in Kyoto, Honshu 
Island, on an inlet of the Sea of Japan, and Hamada on the Sea of Japan in 
southwest Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
 The Japanese Chief-of-Staff orders planes to be disarmed and their fuel tanks 
 removed. 
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Japanese Navy Headquarters orders all Kamikaze operations be suspended as well 
as the suspension of all attack operations against the United States, Britain, China  
and the Soviet Union. 

 
Japanese submarine I-363 is strafed by U.S. Navy plane causing little damage 

            near Kyushu Island. 
 

War Production Board in Washington, D.C. removes all restrictions on the 
production of automobiles in the United States. 
 
The 11th Airborne Division leaves the Philippine Islands by air for Okinawa in 
the Ryukyu Islands, where they go on standby as the initial occupation force for 
Japan. 
 
In Manchuria, the Battle for Mutanchiang begins. The Japanese 126th Infantry 
Division and major elements of the 135th Infantry Division fight against the 
Russian 1st Red Banner Army units advancing from the north and 5th Army units 
advancing from the east in an effort to seize the critical communications junction 
and headquarters of the Japanese First Area Army. 
 
Units of the Russian 393nd Rifle Division capture the port of Najin in Manchuria. 
 
The Amur River Flotilla lands units of the Russian 349th and 83rd Regiments of 
the 361st and 34th Rifle Divisions near Sustun on the east bank of the Sungari 
north of Chiamussu in Manchuria. This outflanks the Japanese causing them to 
fall back to Chiamussu. 
 
The Russian lands troops at Chungjin and Hungnam in Korea. 

 
AUGUST 15 

2:00 am: Major Kenji Hatanaka, Lt. Colonel Jiro Shiizaki and Captain Shigetaro 
Uehara immediately go to the Palace and gain entrance to the command post of 
the Palace guard detachment.  Major Kenji Hatanaka and Lt. Colonel Jiro 
Shiizaki, posing as staff officers assigned to the Guards Division by Imperial 
General Headquarters, tells the Regiment commander that a division order is 
being issued to secure the Palace. 
 
Shortly after the false orders are written by Major Koga and Major Ishihara they 
are issued at division headquarters. The false orders are delivered to Colonel 
Haga, 2nd Guards Infantry Regiment commander at the Palace. Colonel Haga 
immediately issued orders to his troops. All entry and outlets to and from the 
Palace grounds are sealed at once.  Two cars trying to leave through the Sakashita 
gate are held up by sentries and found to be bearing Shimomura, State Minister, 
and a number of officials of the Japan Broadcasting Corporation, who had been 
recording the Emperor's surrender message at the Imperial Household Ministry. 
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Shimomura and those accompanying him are detained, searched and questioned.  
The recording could not be found on them, Major Kenji Hatanaka and Lt. Colonel 
Jiro Shiizaki are certain that the recording must still be in the Imperial Household 
Ministry. 
 
Major Kenji Hatanaka, Lt. Colonel Jiro Shiizaki and Captain Shigetaro Uehara 
accompanied Palace Guards carrying out a frenzied search of the Household 
Ministry building for the Emperor's recording.  General Shigeru Hasunuma and 
several Imperial Household officials are taken into custody and questioned, 
refused to disclose the whereabouts of the recording.  The searchers go through 
Kido's office but failed to find the recording. 
 
Colonel Mizutani, and Lt. Colonel Ida, who have been working in conspiracy 
with, 
Major Kenji Hatanaka and Lt. Colonel Jiro Shiizaki, travel to the headquarters of 
the Commanding General, Twelfth Area Army and Eastern District Army, 
General Shizuichi Tanaka. Lt. Colonel Ida plan is to gain support of the uprising 
with Tanaka.  However General Tanaka and his staff work swiftly and take direct 
command of the 1st Imperial Guards Division and stop the revolt. Steps were 
immediately taken to contact the various regiments and instruct them to disregard 
the false division order. 
 
Japanese radio stations begin alerting the people to stand by for an important 
broadcast at noon. In Tokyo and other cities, special preparations are quickly 
made to ensure that as many citizens as possible will be able to hear the broadcast. 
Loudspeakers are placed in public places, government buildings, and private 
offices.  
 
Forty men of the Yokohama Guards barricade the Prime Minister's office in the  
hope of trapping Suzuki and other ministers inside and then set fire to the 
building. 
 
General Korechika Anami, War Minister, commits ritual seppuku, suicide by 
disembowelment, leaving a written note that he expresses regret to the Emperor 
and hopes that his death would a tone for the immense wrongdoing.   
 
Major Hidemasa Koga killed himself at the Imperial Guards Division 
headquarters. 
 
Major Hidemasa Hatanaka and Lt. Colonel Jiro Shiizaki commit suicide in the 
Imperial Palace plaza. 
 
4:50 am: General Shizuichi Tanaka, accompanied by his aide and an officer of his 
staff, drives to the headquarters of the Imperial Guards Division. He immediately 
orders the regimental commander to dismiss his troops and placed under arrest 
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Major Sadakichi Ishihara, one of the two division staff officers who had acted in 
collusion with the plotters. 

 
Emperor Hirohito goes on the radio for the first time and orders all Japanese to lay 
down their weapons. The Japanese nation is stunned for the first time in history a 
ruler is addressing all of his subjects at the same time. The citizens, who have 
never tasted defeat in war, suddenly have mixed emotions: anger, shock, grief, 
despair, failure that they did not do enough for the cause.   
 
The Emperor Hirohito has an Imperial Rescript broadcast to all Japanese forces  
ordering a cease fire.  
 
The Japanese Cabinet resigns. Suzuki informs the Emperor that the Government, 
by resigning, will bear the responsibility for its unprecedented action in appealing 
to the him to make the final surrender decision.  The Premier states that it is 
necessary for younger leaders to take over the task of national reconstruction. The 
Emperor acknowledges the resignation but ask the Government to remain in office 
until a new Cabinet can be formed. 
 
Marquis Kido is directed by the Emperor to recommend a new Premier as soon as 
possible because MacArthur's headquarters is already dispatching orders to the 
Japanese Government with regard to surrender arrangements.  Kido summons 
Baron Hiranuma, President of the Privy Council, for consultation. They both agree 
upon General Prince Naruhiko Higashikuni, uncle-in-law of the Emperor, member 
of the Supreme War Direction Council, and former commander of the General 
Defense Army.  The Emperor approves the recommendation. 

 
Radio Tokyo announces the resignation of Prime Minister Suzuki.   
 
During the evening Premier Suzuki petitions the people of Japan join together in 
unity and loyalty to the Throne during this national catastrophe.  He goes on and 
asks them to accept the terms of the Potsdam Declaration "fully confident that 
there will be no change in the sovereignty of the Emperor." He emphasizes that 
His Majesty's decision to end the war was done out of compassion for his subjects 
and in careful consideration of existing circumstances. 

 
The Emperor and the Japanese Government is notified by General MacArthur that 

 he has been designated as Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and has the 
 authority to arrange for stopping all hostilities against Japan. 

 
MacArthur attempts to communicate with Tokyo using the War Department 
signal facilities, no reply is received. Next the Army Airways Communications 
System (AACS) in Manila sends instructions to the Japanese using a frequency 
over which they have had been broadcasting uncoded weather information; the 
message reads: “From Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers To The 
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Japanese Emperor, the Japanese Imperial Government, the Japanese  
Imperial General Headquarters Message Number Z-500 I have been 
designated as the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (the  
United States, the Republic of China, the United Kingdom and the Union  
of Soviet Socialist Republics) and empowered to arrange directly with  
the Japanese authorities for the cessation of hostilities at the earliest  
practicable date. It is desired that a radio station in the Tokyo area be  
officially designated for continuous use in handling radio communications 
between this headquarters and your headquarters. Your reply to this message 
should give the call signs, frequencies and station designation. It is desired  
that the radio communication with my headquarters in Manila be handled in 
English text. Pending designation by you of a station in the Tokyo area for  
use as above indicated, station JUM on frequency 13705 kilocycles will be  
used for this purpose and Manila will reply on 15965 kilocycles. Upon  
receipt of this message, acknowledge.” the Japanese  reply came back in less 
than two hours. This was the first direct communication between the Allies and 
Japan.” 
 
U.S. Army Air Forces receives a cease-fire order and efforts are made to call back 
the few planes already in the air.  Reconnaissance flights are to be continued and 
crews are to fight back if attacked. 
 
U.S. Army Air Forces movements: Headquarters of the 22nd Bombardment 
Group and 33rd Bombardment Squadron leaves Clark Field northwest of Manila 
on Luzon in the Philippines to Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands with B-24s 
Liberators; 66th Troop Carrier Squadron, 403rd Troop Carrier Group, from 
Morotai in the Admiralty Islands just north of the eastern end of New Guinea in 
the Bismarck Archipelago to Dulag on Leyte in the Philippine Islands with C-46s; 
160th Liaison Squadron, 3rd Air Commando Group, attached to 5th Air Liaison 
Group (Provisional), from Mabalacat City in the northern part of the province of 
Pampanga, Luzon, Philippines to Ie Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the 
Ryukyu Islands with UC-64s and L-5s; 321st Bombardment Squadron (Heavy), 
90th Bombardment Group (Heavy), from San Jose in California to Ie Shima off 
the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands with B-24s; 531st Bombardment 
Squadron (Heavy) from San Jose in California to Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
with B-24s; and 674th Bombardment Squadron, 417th Bombardment Group, from 
San Jose in California to Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands with A-20s. 
 
Joint U.S. Army and Philippine Commonwealth ground troops including local 
recognized guerrilla fighters complete the capture of Japanese occupied areas 
around the Philippines included Luzon, Visayas Islands and Mindanao Island.  
 
Aircraft from fast carriers attack airfields in the Tokyo area.  This raid is  
conducted before word of Japan's surrender is received by McCain task force.   
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During this raid the carrier planes encounter heavy opposition from enemy 
aircraft.  After the aircraft return to their carriers they spend their time protecting 
the fleet against Japanese pilots who have not received the word that the war is 
over. 
 
Admiral Halsey sends a communication at 6:35 am to his U.S. naval forces 
proclaiming the end of hostilities and orders the termination of all offensive air 
operations, the first carrier strike of the day has already hit Tokyo on Honshu 
Island of Japan and the second is approaching the coastline and has to be recalled. 

 
Before receiving confirmation about the ending of the war, B-29s of the 315th  
Bomb Group flies the last mission of the war, 3,740 mile attack against the oil 
targets at Tsuchizaki on Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
 Naval task group is established under Commodore R. W. Simpson to liberate, 
 evacuate, and extend medical care to Allied prisoners of war in Japan. 
 
 In America rationing of gasoline and some canned goods ends. 
 

Vice-Admiral Ugaki, commanding Kamikaze operations, leads seven Japanese 
aircraft on a last Kamikaze sortie. All seven dive-bombers are shot down off 
Tokyo before they can reach Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. 
 
13,000 of the Japanese 18th Army surrendered to the Australian 6th Division at 
Wewak, New Guinea. 
 
U.S. Army 11th Airborne Division leaves the Philippine Islands by air for the 
island of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, where they go on standby as the initial 
occupation force to land in Japan. 
 
General of the Army Douglas MacArthur is notified that he is Supreme Com-
mander for Allied Powers.  
 
Hoten POW Camp, Manchuria, is liberated. 

 
 Regent of Thailand, Pridi Phanomyoug, announces the Thai Declaration of War  
 illegal and null and void and repudiated all agreements with the Japanese. 
 
 India gains independence from the United Kingdom. 
 

British submarine HMS Sea Scout sinks a Japanese patrol ship with her deck gun  
in the Gulf of Thailand. 
 
British submarine HMS Solent sinks a Japanese patrol boat with her deck gun in  
the Gulf of Thailand. 
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Lord Mountbattan assumes control over much of the Dutch East Indies, remainder  
under Australian jurisdiction. 
 
President Truman proposes to Stalin the division of Korea at the thirty-eighth  
parallel.  
 
South Korea is liberated from Japanese rule. 

 
In Manchuria, Marshal A. M. Vassilevsky, Russian commander, sends an 
ultimatum to the Japanese Kwantung Army to surrender by August 20th. 
 
The Russian 386th Rifle Division, supported by the 209th Tank Brigade joins the  
113th Fortified Region Force and crosses the Inanho River. 
 
The Russian 66th Rifle Division occupies Poli, Manchuria. 
 
Chu Teh, the Commander in Chief of the Chinese Communist Army, warns the 
Allies that the Communists expect a share in the Japanese surrender and postwar 
settlement. 
 
In the United States the end of World War II is celebrated with VJ Day. A two-
day holiday is proclaimed for all federal employees. 
 
The Under Secretary of the Navy and the Marine Commandant approves a general 
plan for demobilization of the Adjusted Service Rating System of Discharge and 
Separation commonly known as the "Point System." 
 

In Britain today is Victory over Japan Day (VJ Day) and it is a declared a national  

holiday. News of the surrender is broadcast around midnight and most people only 
find out about it when they wake or show up for work.  

 
AUGUST 16 

 Republic of Indonesia declares its independence. 
 

Thailand rules that their declaration of war against United States and Great Britain 
is null and void. 

 
The Viet Minh National Congress convenes at Tan Trao and ratifies the Central 
Committee’s decision to launch a general uprising. The Congress elects a National 
Liberation Committee, headed up by Ho Chi Minh to serve as a provisional  
government.  

 
Russian troops land on South Sakhalin in the North Pacific. 
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 In the Battle for Mutanchiang in Manchuria the Japanese 126th and 135th 
            Infantry Divisions withdrew westward to Hengtaohotzu during the evening.  The 
            Japanese 278 Infantry Regiment is wiped out to the man.  This allows the 
            Russians to win the battle. 
 
           The Russian ends operations in Korea, when the 393nd Rifle Division secures a 
            mountain pass north of Chongjin and later takes the city of Chongjin. 

 
            The Russian 632nd Rifle Regiment conducted an amphibious assault on 
            Chiamussu, Japanese airbase in eastern Manchuria. This force the end of Japanese 

resistance, forcing the surrender of the Japanese Manchukuoan 7th Infantry 
Brigade, and secure the city of Chiamussu. 
 
Stalin not wanting to confront the United States by occupying the entire peninsula 
of Korea agrees to President Truman’s plan of a division at the 38th parallel. He 
was hoping that the United States would also permit Russia to occupy the 
northern half of the northernmost major island of the Japanese home islands, 
Hokkaido. 
 
10:30 am: The Japanese Government and Imperial General Headquarters, receive 
formal notification from the Allies signed by the United States Secretary of State, 
James F. Byrnes that the final Japanese surrender offer was accepted. 
 
General Otozo Yamada of the Kwantung Army, orders a surrender however some 
Japanese divisions refuse and continue to fight. 
 
At Imperial General Headquarters by the Army and Navy Sections send out orders 
Instructing all Army and Fleet commands to order their forces control to "cease 
hostilities forthwith." Army and Fleet commanders are to report back to Imperial 
General Headquarters the dates and hours set by them for the cessation of 
hostilities in their respective area. 

 
General MacArthur is notified that the Emperor has issued an order at 1600 on 

 this day commanding all armed forces on the islands of Japan to halt fighting 
 immediately. 

 
General MacArthur's headquarters receives notice that the Japanese Government 
and High Command needs clarification on the nature of the mission to Manila in 
the Philippines and requesting more time in which to organize and prepare the 
mission. 
 
Japanese leaders radio that their delegates to discuss Japan’s surrender has been   
selected and would leave Tokyo for Manila on Luzon in the Philippines on August 
19th 
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AUGUST 17 

General Prince Highashikuni, uncle-in-law to the Emperor, becomes Prime  
Minister and War Minister of Japan. He forms a new cabinet to arrange for the 
surrender.  The prime minister orders the Imperial Army to obey the Emperor's 
call and lay down their arms. 
 
The Emperor issues a cease fire order to all Japanese military units.  In his 
 rescript to the soldiers and sailors he stresses the influence of the Soviet 
 Invasion for his decision to surrender, omitting any mention of the atomic 
 bombs. 
 
The Emperor sends, as personal envoys, three Imperial Princes holding military 
rank as officers in the Imperial Army to oversea commands to urge conformity 
with the Imperial surrender rescript. General Prince Yasuhiko Asaka is sent to the 
the headquarters of the expeditionary forces in China, Major General Prince 
Haruhiko Kanin travels to the Southern Army in French Indochina, and Lt. 
Colonel Prince Tsuneyoshi Takeda goes to the Kwantung Army in Manchuria. 

 
The Emperor addresses a special assembly of the Japanese Military High 
Command. He used terms carefully chosen to suggest that Japan had not 
surrendered to China but to Chungking, where the Chinese and the Americans had 
their military headquarters. 
 
A disobedient group of soldiers led by several officers from the Japanese Army 
Air Signal Training Division at Mito set up a camp in the Ueno Art Museum of 
Tokyo to protest the surrender. 
 
The Japanese Government and Imperial General Headquarters get a reply to their 
August 16th message as to the purpose of the mission to Manila on Luzon in the 
Philippines from the Allied Supreme Commander.  They hasten the necessary 
preparations, but the appointment of the head of the mission is further held up the 
pending the installation of the Higashikuni Cabinet. 
 
At the Imperial Palace the new government is official installed in the presence of  
the Emperor.  The full cabinet is made up of: 
 Premier and War Minister, Prince Naruhiko Higashikuni; 
 Navy Minister, Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai; 
 Foreign Affairs, Mamoru Shigemitsu; 
 Home Affairs, Iwao Yamazaki; 
 Finance Minister, Juichi Tsushima; 
 Justice, Chuso Iwata; 
 Welfare and Education, Kenzo Matsumura; 
 Agriculture and Commerce, Kotaro Sengoku; 
 War Provisions, Chikuhei Nakajima; 
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 Transportation, Naoto Kohiyama; 
 Ministers without Portfolio, Prince Ayamaro Konoye and Taketora Ogata. 
 
Imperial Army and Navy forces on the islands of Japan and in Southern Korea and 
all Navy forces in China and at Rabaul on New Britain in the Bismark 
Archipelago report that they have concluded all hostile action. 
 
Four B-32 Dominators of the 3rd Group, flying their first missions from Okinawa 
in the Ryukyu Islands, are attacked by fifteen Japanese fighters on reconnoiter of 
Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
In the political vacuum in Batavia on Java, Dutch East Indies the Nationalists try 
to take control, unleash reign of terror in many locations. 
 
Japanese POW camp at Weihsien, China is liberated by U.S. paratroopers. 
 
The Japanese 369th Infantry Regiment in Manchuria north of Linkou retreats 
westward to Erhtaohotzu. 
 
The Russian 277th Rifle Division conducts a successful night river crossing of the 
Mutan River north of Ningan, Manchuria, against heavy Japanese opposition. 
 
The Viet Minh National Congress and Ho Chi Minh reads an appeal to the 
Vietnamese people telling them to rise in a revolt against the French.  Viet Minh  
units in Hanoi, North French Indochina depose of local administrations and seized 
the all government seals that symbolize political authority. 
 
Nationalists led by Sukarno in Dutch East Indies, with some Japanese support, 
declare their independence from Netherlands and its colonial rule, as well as the 
formation of the "Provisional Indonesian Republic Government." 
 

AUGUST 18 
 Subhas Chandra Bosa is killed in a Japanese plane accident off Formosa en route 

to Tokyo, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Marshal Vasilevsky ordered all Russian units in Manchuria to secure major  
population centers.  

 
 Russian troops capture Harbin, Manchuria. 
 
 Russian troops land in the Kuril Islands. 
 

Japanese Field Marshal Hikosaburo Hata of the Kwantung Army receives an 
"Ultimatum to surrender" from Soviet General Georgii Shelakhov. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Georgii_Shelakhov&action=edit&redlink=1
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            The surviving 3,827 defenders of the Japanese 80th Independent Mixed Brigade 
            in Manchuria surrenders to the Russians at Hailar. This signifies the end of  
            organized resistance by the Japanese in Manchuria. 
 
            The Russian 1st Far Eastern Front lands a small detachments of troops at the 

airfields at Harbin in China's northeast region and Kirin in China to arrange with 
Japanese authorities for the surrender of the Japanese garrisons. 

 
Russian troops of the 15th Army captured 20,000 Japanese officers and men in 
then Sun’u Fortified District and Sun’u City of Manchukuo, puppet state set up by 
the Empire of Japan in Manchuria northeast China and Inner Mongolia. 
 
B-32 Dominators are attacked by enemy fighters over Japan on a reconnaissance 
flight. 

 
Representatives from British Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten and Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek arrive in Manila on Luzon in the Philippines for a conference 
with the Japanese surrender emissaries. 

 
Vietnamese storm various key buildings in and around the city of Hanoi, North 
French Indochina including the palace, city hall, and police headquarters, where 
they accept the surrender of the Japanese and local Vietnamese government 
forces. 
 
In the Dutch East Indies the Central Indonesian National Committee (KNIP) 
declares Sukarno President, and as Hatta Vice President. 

 
The British flag is raised over Hong Kong Island, China. 

 
British submarine HMS Statesman come upon a derelict wreck drifting in the  
Straits of Malacca, connecting the Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean, and the South 
China Sea, and sinks it with a torpedoes.  

 
 American troops land at Inchon, Korea. 
 

The Emperor appoints Lt. General Torashiro Kawabe, Deputy-Chief of the Army 
General Staff, to head up the sixteen delegates, mainly the Army and Navy 
General Staffs officers, to fly to Manila on Luzon in the Philippines to meet with 
General MacArthur's headquarters staff for surrender instructions. 
 
Imperial War Ministry issues an Emperor approved general demobilization outline 
and an implementing order containing detailed basic regulation to all her Army. 

 
AUGUST 19 
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Lt. General Torashiro Kawabe takes off from Haneda Airport, outside of Tokyo 
on Honshu Island, Japan with his sixteen man delegation to Manila on Luzon in 
the Philippines to discuss the surrender ceremony with General MacArthur's 
headquarters staff.  They proceed to the naval air base at Kisarazu on Boso 
Peninsula in Chiba Prefecture in the western end of Tokyo, Honshu Island. They 
then board Two Mitsubishi G-4m3 Betty bombers painted white and marked with 
green crosses and fly to Ie Shima, a small island of Okinawa in the Ryukyu 
Islands, where they board a C-54 transport to Manila. 
 
The Japanese delegation arrives in Manila on Luzon in the Philippines and meets 
with General Willoughby and General Sutherland to receive instructions on the 
plans for the occupation of Japan and the signing of the surrender instrument. 
 
Imperial General Headquarters sets August 22nd as the final target date for the 
termination of all acts of hostility by Imperial Army and Navy forces in the 
homeland area. 
 
All Japanese Army and Navy forces in Northern Korea, the Kuril Islands, most 
sections of Manchuria, the Central Pacific islands, and New Guinea report to 
Imperial General Headquarters the cessation of hostilities. 

 
 General MacArthur orders an end to all amphibious landing operations. 
 
 General MacArthur decrees that no landings will take place or any re-entry into 

Japanese occupied territory until after the formal surrender has been signed. 
 
Chiang Kai-shek prohibits Japanese forces from surrendering to the Communist  
Chinese forces. He also demands that the communist forces not advance any 
farther in China. The Communist forces disregard the demand. 

 
Russian troops link up with Chinese Communist troops. 
 
Chongjin on the Korean coast falls to the Russian 393nd and 355th Rifle 
Divisions. 

 
Russian airborne troops land at Harbin, Mukden, and Hsinking, headquarters of 
the Kwantung Army in Manchuria. 

 
 The Russian 15th Army captures Sansing in Manchuria. 
 
 Kanto Army surrenders. 
 

Soldiers of the Japanese Army Air Signal Training Division who set up a camp in  
the Ueno Art Museum ends their protest and returned to Mito.  The officers 
involved commit suicide. 
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AUGUST 20 

Naval task force is formed under Rear Admiral O. C. Badger to assume 
responsibility for the occupation of Yokosuka Naval Base at the entrance to 
Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, Japan. 

 
 Unit 8 of the U.S. Naval Group in China fights the last naval battle of World War  
 II using three Chinese junks and small weapons against Japanese in a junk  
 
 U.S. paratroopers land in Manchuria and rescue General Wainwright and other 
 American's. 
 
 In the United States, the War Production Board removes most of its control over 
 manufacturing activities. 
 

Forward units of the Russian 1st Red Banner Army reached Harbin in China's 
northeast region, where they link up with air-landed forces and with amphibious 
units of the 15th Army of the 2nd Far Eastern Front. Later, Soviet forces occupy 
Harbin and Mukden, Manchuria. 

 
The Japanese delegation in Manila on Luzon in the Philippines returns to Tokyo 
after negotiating with MacArthur at his headquarters. Through an error made in 
refueling at Ie-Shima Island off the coast of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, the 
plane runs short of fuel as it nears the air base at Kisarazu. The pilot quickly 
makes a decision to land in shallow water just offshore near Hamamatsu located 
in western Shizuoka Prefecture, on the Pacific coast side of Honshu Island, Japan 
and succeeds in bringing the plane down without serious injury to anyone aboard 
and without loss of the vital documents carried by the delegation. 

 
The Japanese emissaries to Manila on Luzon in the Philippines  receive General 
Order No. 1. Under its terms,  
the Japanese commanders of forces in the Pacific islands south of Japan will 
surrender to CinCPOA or his representatives, and the commanders of forces in the 
Japanese Islands, the Philippine islands, and the southern section of Korea will 
surrender to CinCSWPA or his representatives. 
 
Vice Admiral George D. Murray, organizes the Marianas Surrender Acceptance 
and Occupation Command (Task Group 94.3) to standardize the conduct of the 
surrender and occupation program. It will be composed of the Truk Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands, Bonin Islands, and Palau Occupation Units, the Guam 
Evacuation Unit, and three other units commanded by U.S. Naval officers. 

 
 Japanese forces in China cease fire. 
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Japanese civilians in Zhang Jia Kou, China, are evacuated to Benjing, China 
before the Russian troops advance. 

 
Imperial Japanese Navy issues last orders to submarine I-401 to destroy all 
offensive weapons and important documents. 

21,000 Japanese on Bougainville in the Solomon Islands under Lt. General Kanda 
of the Japanese 18th Army surrender at a ceremony at Torakina on the western 
side of Bougainville Island in the Solomon Islands on the Australian corvette 
Lithgow.  

The Chief of the Prisoner of War Camps sends a message to all POW 
commanders to destroy all documents inauspicious towards the camp officers and 
the Japanese and camp personnel who mistreated POWs are given permission to 
take care of the state of affairs at once by transferring or fleeing without a trace. 
 
American planes fly into Shanghai located in the Yangtze River Delta in East 
China to deliver supplies to Allied POWs. 

 
Russian forces capture Nencheng, Manchuria. 
 
The Russian Army marches into Kapsan, Korea from Manchuria. 

 
AUGUST 21 

Mili Atoll, Marshall Islands, surrenders; this is the first Japanese garrison to 
capitulate in the Pacific Ocean Area.  The surrender is accepted on board the 
destroyer escort Levy. 
 
Russian troops of the 25th Division land at Wonsan, Korea and trap approximately 
200,000 Japanese in North Korea. Over one million Japanese are trapped in China 
between the Yangtze River and the Great Wall. Japanese refugees in northeast 
Korea are marched into concentration camps in Hamhung in North Korea. 
 
Russian forces secured Peian, Manchuria. 
 
A Japanese Army plane picked up Lt. General Kawabe the sixteen delegates at  
Hamamatsu airfield in western Shizuoka Prefecture, on the Pacific coast side of 
Honshu Island, after a forces shallow water landing on the 20th, and flies them the 
to Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Lt. General Kawabe makes a full report on the surrender mission to Manila on 
Luzon in the Philippines to the Emperor, the Premier, and Imperial General 
Headquarters. He informs them on the scheduled arrival of the Allied advance 
party of the occupation forces which is only five days away.  It becomes clear that 
only by superhuman endeavor will the necessary preparations and precautions be 
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completed in time to comply with the requirements made by General MacArthur's 
headquarters. 
 
Imperial General Headquarters issues orders for the disarmament of combat units 
stationed in the Allied areas of initial occupation and the evacuation of the troops 
outsides these area.  All personnel left behind will be disarmed and placed under 
reliable commanders. All flights by military aircraft are to be prohibited after 6:00 
pm on August 24th. Submarines and naval craft are similarly restricted. Steps are 
taken to prepare the Atsugi Airfield southwest of Tokyo, Honshu Island and 
Kanoya airfield south of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, as 
well as waterways and anchorages, for the arrival of the Allied occupation forces. 

 
 Japanese forces in Manchuria are told by their officers to surrender. 
 

Japanese Imperial Headquarters appeals to Kamikaze pilots to cease operations. 
 
A joint statement by the Japanese Imperial Headquarters and the government  
instructs the general public in Japan to go about its business calmly. The 
instruction forbids fraternization saying "there will be no direct contact between 
the general public and the Allied landing forces." 

 
General Kiyoshi, Japanese Deputy Chief of Staff and General Okamura, General 
of the Imperial Japanese Army, are accompanied by two staff officers and one 
interpreter as they land at the Chihkiang airfield in Hunan, China.  They are 
received by General Hsiao Yi-shu, Chief of Staff of the Chinese Army 
Headquarters.   
 
Japanese General Kiyoshi and his staff of three officers landed at the Chihkiang airfield 
in Hunan, China. He is met by General Hsiao Yi-shu, Chief of Staff of the Chinese 
Army Headquarters.  General Kiyoshi is handed a memorandum from General Ho Ying-
chin for delivery to General Okamura. The memorandum lays out measures to be taken 
to effectuate the surrender of Japanese forces, and assigned the responsibility for 
accepting the surrender amongst fifteen Chinese generals. Brig. General Kiyoshi 
formally accepted the memorandum and pledged to convey it to General Okamura. The 
surrender party departed for Nanking on 23 August.  

China Expeditionary Army commanded by General Okamura, with the exception 
of minor units which are under attack by Chinese Communist troops, ceased 
hostilities.  

 
The Kwantung Army surrenders at Hsinking, China. 

 
 Asiatic Wing, Naval Air Transport Service is established at Oakland California. 
 
 President Truman orders the supply of Lend-Lease aid to stop immediately. 
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Two B-24s, of the 11th Army Air Force are prevented by cloud cover 
from taking photos of the Soviet occupation of the Kuril Islands. 

 
AUGUST 22 

 Units of the Japanese 124th Division surrender to Russian forces at Ningen,  
 Manchuria. 
 

Stalin announces the Sino-Soviet Treaty of 1945, whereby Stalin will deal 
exclusively with Chiang Kai-shek; and Stalin recalls his emissaries to Mao. In 
return, Chiang will give Outer Mongolia to Stalin, restore Russia's rights in 
Manchurian railways and businesses, which Stalin sold to Japan in 1940, and 
restore Russian control of Port Arthur on the Chinese coast. Stalin orders Mao to 
dissolve the Red Army and work for Chiang Kai-shek. Mao ignores Stalin; and 
Mao's Red Army mounts an all-out war to destroy Chiang Kai-shek. 
 
Russian forces also capture 39-year-old Pu Yi, the head of the Japanese sponsored 
state of Manchukuo (Manchuria) who held the title Emperor Kang Teh. 
 
The Army Section of the Imperial General Headquarters orders all overseas Army 
units, by August 25th, as their final date for cessation of hostilities. 
 
The Navy Section of Imperial General Headquarters transmits orders intended for 
the Southeast, Southwest, and China Area Fleets to stop aggressive actions as 
soon as possible today without delay. 
 
Imperial Army forces in Southeast Asia and on Rabaul on New Britain radio the 
cessation of hostilities. 
 
Japan eliminates the Supreme War Direction Council and replaces it with a War 
Termination Arrangements Council. The new council is a joint appendage of the 
Government and Imperial General Headquarters, invested with top-level authority 
in matters connected with the termination of the war. A subordinate agency called 
the War Termination Liaison Committee was instituted, with the primary 
functions of assuring the prompt and exact execution of Allied directives. 
 
The Japanese Government and Imperial General Headquarters make a combined 
statement to the people of Japan and the military that Allied occupation troops 
would start arriving in the Tokyo Bay area on the August 26th. 
 
Japanese radio and news papers begin broadcasting and publishing articles from,  
the Home Ministry to ease the public nervousness and quite combat rumors, that 
"all phases of the occupation by the Allied troops will be peaceable" and urged the 
public not to "become needlessly panic-stricken" and, under no circumstances, to 
resort to physical force against the occupying troops. 

 



 1888 

Tokyo radio announces that the Japanese government has officially disbanded the  
People's Volunteer Corps, the Japanese equivalent to the British Home Guard. 
 
During the night a typhoon hits the Kanto area of Honshu Island, the largest island 
of Japan disrupting the evacuation of troops from the occupation zone. This event 
makes it highly unlikely that the preparations will be completed to receive the 
Allied advance party by August 26th. 

 
AUGUST 23 

 Stalin announces that Russian forces have occupied Manchuria, southern 
Sakhalin Island, Shimushiru Island, and Paramushiro Island in the Kuril Islands. 
 
Chinese coastal city of Port Arthur is occupied by the Russians. 

 
The American Flag that Commodore Perry carried ashore to Japan in 1853 starts it 
journey to Tokyo Bay from Annapolis Naval Academy Museum to be displayed at 
the surrender ceremonies.  
 
Four B-24s of the Eleventh Army Air Force fly a photo mission over 
Paramushiru and Shimushu Islands, Kuril Islands. 

 
AUGUST 24 

Soviet Union announces that the Japanese Manchurian Army has surrendered. 
 
The Russians occupy Pyongyang and Hamhung in Korea. 

 
           Liberators of the Eleventh Army Air Force attempt to photograph the Soviet 
          occupation of the Kuril Islands but are impeded by clouds. 
 
          Troops of the Red Chinese (communist) occupy Chefoo and Weihaiwei in China. 
 
 Russia and China sign a treaty of alliance. 
 

On Bougainville Island in the Solomon Islands, Japanese commander, Lt. General 
Kanda is still awaiting instruction from Tokyo, Japan. 
 
Japanese troops attack guerrilla forces around Serendah on Malaysia. 
 
On North Celebes Island at the men’s camp located at Teling the internees are 
informed of the Japanese admission of defeat.  The internees are told to stay in the 
camps and wait for the arrival of Allied forces. 
  
In New Guinea the Japanese 18th Army is ordered to ceasefire but their 
commander says that he cannot order them to surrender until he receives 
instructions from Marshal Terauchi, the commander of the southern region.  
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Due to a typhoon hit on the Kanto area of Honshu Island of Japan during the night 
of the 22nd and its effects on troop evacuation from the occupation zone. The 
Japanese request an extension of time for the completion of this task. 

 
AUGUST 25 

Far East Air Force aircraft and planes from the Third Fleet carriers commence 
daily flights over Japan to patrol airfields, shipping movements, and to locate and 
supply prisoner of war camps.  This operation continues up to September 2, 1945. 
 
Two U.S. 49th Fighter Group pilots, violate their orders under a plea of needing  
fuel, touch down at Nittagahara airfield on Kyushu Island, the Japanese greeted 
them with candy. 

 
Radio Tokyo announces that groups of citizens are committing hara-kiri in front 
of the Imperial Palace. 

 
General Yamashita informs commanders of the United States Army 32nd 
Division that he has ordered all his forces to lay down their weapons. 
 
Imperial General Headquarters and the Japanese Government receive a 48 hour 
postponement to the occupation schedule from the Allied Supreme Commander 
Headquarters.  This gives the Japanese enough time to complete preparation of 
troop billets, requisitioning of motor vehicles, and other required steps are carried 
out despite a serious lack of materials and facilities. 
 
Japanese carrier Otakisan Maru sinks off Kobe Harbor on the southern side of the 
main island of Honshu after striking a mine. 

 
 Nationalist Chinese forces occupy Nanking, China. 
 
 John M. Birch is killed by Chinese communists. 

 
Japanese Sakhalin garrison on Sakhalin Island surrenders to the Russians. This 
ends the Japanese occupation of the island. 

 
 In Manchuria the last Japanese strongpoint at Shiminzas falls. 
 

Japanese troops in Port Arthur at the tip of the Liaotung Peninsula in Manchuria 
and Dairen, the southernmost city of Northeast China and China's northernmost 
warm water port, at the tip of the Liaodong peninsula surrender, and the Russian 
Pacific Navy runs up the Soviet naval ensign over Port Arthur. 
 
16 U.S. Navy Motor Torpedo Patrol Boats leaves Morotai in the Halmahera 
Group with Major General Harry Johnson, commander of the 93rd Division, to 
travel to Halmaher Island in the Dutch East Indies to convene with the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garrison
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commander of the Japanese forces in the area.  Near the island the group comes 
across two barges containing Japanese officers but not the commanding officer.  
General Johnson gives instructions for the highest ranking army and navy officers 
to be present the next day. 
 
On North Celebes Island in the Dutch East Indies at the women’s camp located at 
Teling the internees are informed of the Japanese admission of defeat.  The 
internees are told to stay in the camps and wait for the arrival of Allied forces. 
 
In French Indochina the city of Saigon falls to the Viet Minh.  They then organize 
a nine-member, multiparty committee of the South to govern Saigon. 

 
AUGUST 26 

Russian troops occupy Matsuma Island, Onnekotanin Island, and Shasikotan  
Island in the Kuril Islands.   
 
The last organized Japanese resistance in Manchuria is wiped out. 
 
In Tokyo on Honshu Island Katsuo Okazaki is appointed to Chief of the Central 
Liaison Office in charge of the newly formed Central Liaison Office, attached to 
the Foreign Ministry.  His mission will be a liaison between the Japanese 
Government and the Allied forces of occupation. 
 

 Japanese envoys in Burma, led by the Chief of Staff to Field Marshal Terauchi, 
Commander in Chief, Japanese Southern Army, Lt. General Numato, begin 
arriving at an airfield outside Rangoon in Burma. 

 
In Hong Kong, China, instructions are given to the Japanese garrison to surrender 
to Rear Admiral Cecil H. J. Harcourt. 

Brig. General Warren H. McNaught is sent by General Johnson to Halmaher 
Island in the Moluccas Islands, Dutch East Indies to except the surrender of 
Imperial forces by the highest ranking army and naval offices.  General McNaught 
is met by Captain Fujita, Commander of IJN Forces, and Lt. General Ishii, 
Commanding officer IJA Forces.  The party is transported by PT boats to Morotai 
Island in the Halmahera Group for formal surrender ceremony. 

AUGUST 27 
U.S. Third Fleet, including British warships, under Admiral William F. Halsey 
sails in to Sagami Bay, south of Kanagawa Prefecture in Honshu Island, Japan.  
Japanese naval officers meet with Halsey to receive instructions for the fleet’s safe 
entry into Tokyo Bay in accordance with General MacArthur's surrender 
directives. 

 
U.S. destroyer Nicholas receives Japanese emissaries from the Japanese destroyer 
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Hatsuzakura and transfers them to the battleship Missouri. The Third Fleet then 
anchors for the night at Sagami Wan, outside Tokyo Bay. 

 
B-29s begin flying supplies to POWs and internee camps in Japan, China, and 
Korea dropping medical supplies, food, and clothing.  The first supply drop is to 
Weihsien Camp near Peking, China this is followed by a concentrated effort of 
900 sorties in a period of less than a month. 4,470 tons of supplies are dropped to 
about 63,500 prisoners in 154 camps. 

 
Lord Mountbatten convenes a SEAC Conference with all high ranking Japanese 
officers in Rangoon in Burma. During the conference it is decided until the Allies 
could take full control authority in the region would be through the Japanese chain 
of command. 
 
Japanese submarine I-14, hoist the designated flag for surrender, the black flag. 
The submarine is soon sighted by a plane from a carrier of Task Force 38.  Later 
in the day she surrenders to two American destroyers, Dashiell and Murray. The 
destroyer escorts the I-14 to the mouth of the Sagami Wan at Honshu Island, 
Japan. 
 
An armed truce is declared with Japanese troops left behind in New Guinea. 

An armed truce with Japanese troops is declared throughout New Britain, 
Solomon Islands. 

In Burma communication between the Japanese troops in the Sittang Valley and 
the Allies is made and they are instructed to await specific surrender instructions.  
Over 41,000 Japanese troops surrender on Halmahea Island and Morotai Island in 
the Halmahera Group. 
 
President Truman urges Congress to continue conscription for two more years by 
telling them that the situation in the Pacific continues to have many elements of 
danger.  
 
Lt. General Leng Hsin, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Chinese Army Headquarters, 
together with 159 Chinese officers disembarked in Nanking, in east-central China 
on the Yangtze River northwest of Shanghai, to set up an advance headquarters 
for the purpose of making ready for the ceremony for  Japanese surrender in the 
China Theatre. 

  
AUGUST 28 

Air Force Technicians land at Atsugi Airdrome, near Tokyo on Honshu Island; 
these 150 personnel become the first American troops to land in Tokyo.  Also, 
sixteen planes carrying U.S. Army engineers arrive. 
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The U.S. flag is formally raised over Mili Atoll, Marshall Islands.  
 
Japanese forces in Burma surrender formally in Rangoon. 

 
Administration and operational control of the Seventh Fleet under Admiral T. C. 
Kinkaid passes from Commander in Chief Southwest Pacific Area, General 
Douglas MacArthur, to Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet, Fleet Admiral Chester 
W. Nimitz. 
 
Navy Task Force 31 enters Tokyo Bay and dropped anchor off Yokosuka Naval 
Base at the entrance to Tokyo Bay, Japan.  
 
Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 7th Fleet becomes known as Motor Boat Squadron 
Philippine Sea Frontier. 

 
 Russian forces occupy all of southern Sakhlin Island. 
 

In French Indochina the Viet Minh announce the formation of a provisional 
government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) with Ho Chi Minh as 
president and minister of foreign affairs. 
 
Nationalist Chinese under Chiang Kai-Sheik and Communist Chinese under Mao 
Zedong began negotiations on the future of China. The sudden Japanese collapse 
allowed the Communist Chinese to seize most of the Northern provinces.  
 
Colonel Charles Tench becomes the first American solider to set foot on Japanese 
soil when he steps from a plane at Atsugi’s runway southwest of Tokyo, Honshu 
Island. 
 
British East Indies Fleet arrives off Penang northwest coast of Peninsular Malaya 
by the Strait of Malacca to start minesweeping operations. 
 

 
AUGUST 29 

Japanese submarines surrender to U.S. submarine Segundo off northeaster Honshu 
Island, Japan. 
 
General MacArthur is appointed supreme commander of the Allied occupying  
force in Japan. 
 
Admiral Nimitz arrives in Tokyo Bay and authorizes Admiral Halsey to begin the 
rescue and rounding up of Allied POWs immediately. 

 
U.S. Army 11th Airborne Division arrives at the Atsugi Airbase southwest of 
Tokyo, Honshu Island. 
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Truman releases the final report of the official inquiry into the December 7th, 
1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in the Territory of Hawaii.  Former 
Secretary of State Hull, General Marshall, and Admiral Stark are censured.  
President Truman objects to the findings on Hull and Marshall. 
 
The American Flag that Commodore Perry carried ashore to Japan in 1853 arrives 
in Tokyo Bay from Annapolis Naval Academy Museum in Maryland to be 
displayed at the surrender ceremonies.  
 
The 315th Bomb Wing flies its first major POW mercy mission as 30 B-29s 
deliver supply packages to POW camps near Mukden, in Manchuria as well as the 
Tokyo-Yokohama, and Shikoku in the Honshu Island sectors in the Japanese 
home islands, around trip of 4,000 miles.  The Superfortresses bomb bays carry 
eighteen bundles with enough food for 200 prisoners. The drops are made from 
less than 1,000 feet. 
 
Emperor Hirohito instructs Kido to make a list of the men responsible for the war 
and give it to the Allies. 
 
Japanese troops on Mili Atoll in the Marshall Islands began their trip home to 
Japan. 
 
Japanese forces in Southeast Asia turn in their weapons as General Seishiro 
Itagaki signs surrender documents in front of Admiral Lord Mountbatten. 
 
Chiang Kai-shek and Mao Tse-tung meet in Chungking for talks to avert civil war              
between the Nationalists and the Communists.  
 
Chiang Kai-shek appointed Chen Yi as Chief Executive of Taiwan (Formosa) 
Province. 
 

AUGUST 30 
Occupational forces begin landing in Tokyo Bay of Honshu Island, Japan under 
the guns of the Third Fleet plus Naval and Army aircraft. 

 
U.S. Marines of the 1st Division lands at the Yokosuka Naval Base at the entrance 
to Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
2nd Battalion of the 4th Marines, goes ashore at Futtsu Saki Island in Tokyo bay, 
Honshu Island, Japan, and finds the coastal guns and mortars rendered useless. 
 
The main landing party of the 4th Marines goes ashore on Beaches Red and 
Green, Yokosuka Naval Base at the entrance to Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, Japan.  
The regiment moved to the Initial Occupation Line and sets up a perimeter 
defense for the naval base and airfield. 
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11th Airborne Division touches down at Atsugi Airfield southwest of Tokyo, 
Honshu Island, Japan at three minutes intervals thereafter throughout the day.  By 
evening, 4,200 combat-equipped troops are on the ground and strategically 
deployed to protect the airport. 
 
General MacArthur and his staff land at Atsugi Airfield outside of Tokyo, Honshu 
Island, Japan. 

 
British sailors and Royal Marine Commandos arrive at Yokosuka Naval Base at 
the entrance to Tokyo Bay, Honshu Island, Japan and take over the Harbor forts 
off Miura Peninsula.  

 
British Naval units under Rear Admiral C. H. J. Harcourt reoccupy Crown Colony 
of Hong Kong Island, China. 
 
98 B-29s and 56 P-47s fly over Tokyo on Honshu Island, Japan in a “display 
Force.   

 
B-29s of the 315th Bomb Wing flies their second major POW mission to camps in 
the Mukden and the Tokyo areas of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
In Australia, the Australian Advisory War Council decided that they should be 
dissolved immediately after representatives of the Opposition state that the 
necessity for the Councils existence is gone in view of the end of the war.  

 
AUGUST 31 

General MacArthur establishes the supreme Allied command in Tokyo of Honshu 
Island, Japan. 

 
Company L of the 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines, lands at Tateyama Naval Base, 
Honshu Island, Japan, and accepts the surrender of the base.  
 
511th Parachute Infantry Regiment joins up with the 188th Paragliders in 
Yokohama City of Kanagawa Prefecture on Tokyo Bay, south of Tokyo of the 
main island of Honshu and establishes contact with the 4th Marines at Yokosuka 
Naval Airfield on Natsu Island, near Yokosuka Naval Base, in Tokyo Bay, 
Honshu Island, Japan. 
The remaining Japanese troops in the Philippines formally surrender. 
 
99 B-29s and 60 P-51s fly over the Tokyo area in a “display of force.” 
 



 1895 

Elements of Russian 88th Rifle Corps and 10th Mechanized Corps in Korea 
reaches the 38th parallel, the line agreed upon by Russian and American 
authorities to separate the occupation forces. 
 

  French officials meet with the Viet Minh to inform them of France’s demands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                      Japanese Ace Pilots 

Pilot 
    Military 
    Branch Victories 

      
Hiroyoshi Nishizawa IJNAF 87 
Tetsuzo Iwamoto IJNAF 80 
Shoichi Sugita IJNAF 70 
Saburo Sakai IJNAF 64 
Hiromichi Shinohara IJAAF 58 
Satoshi Anabuki IJAAF 51 
Takeo Okumura IJNAF 50 
Sumi Kamito IJAAF 40 
Isamu Sasaki IJAAF 38 
Mitsuyoshi Tarui IJAAF 38 
Toshio Ohta IJNAF 34 
Isame Kashide IJAAF 32 
Kazuo Sugino IJNAF 32 
Shogo Takeuchi IJAAF 30 
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SEPTEMBER 1 
"Tokyo Rose," Iva Toguri d'Aquino, an American born Japanese and a graduate of 
UCLA in California, is best known for her radio propaganda broadcast is found by 
two American  newsmen.  She is eventually arrested, tried and convicted on 
charges of treason. 

 
Two civilian internment camps are located in the Tokyo area; internees are 
evacuated on the hospital ship Benevolence.  

 
Indonesians in Australia issues a declaration against return of Dutch rule in the 
East Indies. 

 
Two bombers of Marine Bomber Squardon 613 drop surrender messages to the 

 Japanese garrisons on Wotje Atoll and Maloelap Atoll in the Marshall Islands. 
 
52 B-29s drop 1,872 packages to POWs at camps in the Kobe-Osaka area of 
Honshu Island, Shikoku Island, the smallest and least populous of the four main 
islands of Japan, located south of Honshu and east of the island of Kyushu, 
Nagoya on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, and the northern Honshu 
Island areas of Japan. 
 
American military officers, members of the Prisoner-of-War Contact Team, arrive 
at Keelung Harbor, Formosa aboard a Japanese subchaser that had been 
commandeered at Amoy, China. 
 
Military rule ends in the Philippines on orders from General MacArthur. 
 
General Yamashita comes down from the Mount Napulawan area of Luzon to 
Kiangan in North Luzon for his informal surrender.  
 
Reconnaissance Troop of the 11th Airborne Division makes a subsidiary airlift 
flying from Atsugi Airfield southwest of Tokyo, Honshu Island to Kisarazu 
Airfield, in Chiba Prefecture on the Pacific Coast side of Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
A contingent of four United States Army officers and two members of Chiang Kai-shek’s  
the Bureau of Investigation and Statistics (secret police), the first Allied personnel, 
arrived on the island of Formosa off the East Coast of China 
 
Japanese forces on Northern Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands surrender 
unconditional on board the destroyer escort Amick. 
 
Aboard the U.S. destroyer Bagley, Rear-Admiral F.E.M. Whiting accepted the 
surrender of Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly 
island of Japan from Rear-Admiral M. Matsubara. 
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HMAS destroyer Vendetta enters Rabaul Harbor, New Britain, Bismark 
Archipelago the first Allied warship to so since the surrender in 1942. 

 
SEPTEMBER 2 

Japanese Foreign Minister Marmoru Shigemitsu signs the formal surrender 
documents on board the U.S.S. Battleship Missouri anchored in Tokyo Bay.  
General of the Army Douglas MacArthur signs for the Allied Powers.  Fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz signs for the United States.  General Hsu Yung-chang 
signs for China.  Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser signs for the United Kingdom.  
Lieutenant General K. Derevyanko signs for the Soviet Union.  General Sir 
Thomas Blamey signs for Australia.  Colonel L. Moore-Gosgrove signs for 
Canada.  General Jacques Leclerc signs for France.  Admiral C. E. L. Helfrich 
signs for the Netherlands, and Air Vice-Marshal Sir L. M. Isitt signs for New 
Zealand.  
 
Emperor Hirohito will remain the head of state as well as Japanese political and 
police officials will maintain their positions. The United States will progressively 
disband the Japanese high command and military organizations. U.S. forces will 
occupy Japanese held island in the Pacific. Korea is placed under American and 
Soviet occupation, pending the establishment of a democratic Korean 
government. The Japanese ceded the Kuril Islands and the southern half of 
Sakhalin Island to the Russians. Outer Mongolia will become part of the Soviet 
sphere of influence and the Russians will share the facilities and supervision of 
Port Arthur and the Manchurian railways with China. The Chinese will regain 
sovereignty over Inner Mongolia and Manchuria, as well as the islands of 
Formosa and Hainan in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of China. The British will 
regain control of Hong Kong Island. 

 
 President Truman declares VJ Day. 
 

U.S. Army 1st Cavalry Division began landing at Yokohama Harbor on Tokyo 
Bay, south of Tokyo on the main island of Honshu. 

 
At the Special Submarine Training Base at Otsujima, Tokuyama Bay on Honshu 
Island of Japan, on the Inland Sea 43 Kaiten human torpedo, mostly Type 1 or 
Type 1 improved, are discovered, 52 are found near the Hikari Naval Arsenal in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture in western Honshu Island, 39 at Hirao in Kumage District, 
Yamaguchi Prefecture in western Honshu Island, 37 at Kure Naval Base on 
Hiroshima Bay, southeast of Hiroshima City on Honshu Island, and 16 at Oga 
Peninsula on northern island of Honshu, Japan, and projects into the Sea of Japan. 
All Kaitens are destroyed or scuttled. 

 
 1000 carrier-based planes fly over the battleship Missouri. 
 
 400 B-29s make a flight above Tokyo Bay at 3,000 feet in a show of force display.  
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Advance elements of the U .S . Eighth Army's occupation force entered Tokyo 
Harbor while ships carrying the Headquarters of the XI Corps and the 1st Cavalry 
Division, docked at Yokohama . The 112th Cavalry moved to Tateyama in Chiba 
Prefecture on the Pacific coast side of Honshu Island. 

 
A U.S. Marines and Naval officer accepts the surrender of Truk Atoll in the 
Caroline Islands at Truk Island on board the destroyer escort Amick. The surrender 
of Truk Atoll  is made by Japanese Lt. General Shunzaburo Mugikura. 
 
Allied Land Forces, Allied Air Forces and Allied Naval Forces, and United States 
Army Forces in the Far East are eliminated. 
 
Lieutenant General Shunzaburo Mugikura, Commanding General, 31st Army of 
the Imperial Japanese Army, relinquishes control of Truk Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands and signs the surrender document during a ceremony on board the cruiser 
Portland.  
 
Japanese surrender Pagan Island in the northern Mariana Islands, on board the 
destroyer Rhind. 

 
Japanese surrender Rota Island, Mariana Islands, in ceremony on board the U.S. 
Navy destroyer escort Heyliger to USMC Colonel Howard Stint. 
 
The Japanese area commander capitulate the Palau Group in the Caroline Islands 
and all forces under his command, including Yap, to Brigadier General Ford 0. 
Rogers, Island Commander, Peleliu. 
   
Territories of the Southwest Pacific Area south of the Philippines are turned over 

 to the British for control. 
 

General Okamura formally surrenders Japan's forces in China at Nanking, the  
site of the famous "Rape of Nanking," to representatives of Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek. 

 
Indian troops fly into Bangkok in Thailand for a move towards Saigon in French 
Indochina 

 
 Allied Land Forces, Allied Naval Forces, and Allied Air Forces are abolished. 
 

The Australian Minister of Defense announces that the South-West Pacific 
Command has ended. 

 
 Stalin announces the end of his six-week war with Japan. 
 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam is formed with Ho Chi Min as Chairman.   
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500,000 people gathered in Ba Dinh Square to hear the Vietnamese Declaration of 
Independence. Ho Chi Min closes the ceremony with an appeal to the Allies to 
recognize the independence of Vietnam from the French. 

 
Dr. Marcel Junod, a Swiss surgeon with the International Red Cross, request 
medical supplies from General MacArthur’s staff for the victims of Hiroshima by 
the Inland Sea, Honshu Island. 

 
Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands signs documents in Tokyo 
and raises the Dutch flag over the deserted embassy. 

 
In Kandy, a military mission from Thailand, headed by Lieutenant General Yoshio 
Tachibana and General Narong (deputy commander in chief of the Thai Army), 
arrives, to talk about the Japanese surrender in Thailand, disposal of the Thai 
forces and the release of Allied prisoners. 

 
SEPTEMBER 3 

Surrender of Japanese forces in the Philippines is held at Baguio, Luzon with 
General Yamashita surrendering to General Wainwright. 

 
Japanese surrender Wake Island in the Central Pacific Ocean in ceremony on 
board destroyer escort Levy. 

 
The U.S. destroyer Dunlap is the scene for the surrender of the Bonin Islands off  
Chichi Jima.  Lieutenant General Yoshio Tachibana, the local commander signs  
the surrender documents in front of Commodore John H . Magruder, Jr., U.S. 
Navy.  

  
British Royal Marines land at Sabang, Sumatra Island, Greater Sunds Islands, 
Dutch East Indies. 

 
 British troops land at Don Muang Airfield, Thailand. 
 

USAAF Major G. E. Cain, flying a Douglas C-54, sets a Tokyo-to-Washington 
speed record of 31 hours, 25 minutes in getting film of the surrender ceremony to 
the United States. 
 
U.S. Navy escort carrier Anzio is damaged in collision with the tanker Suamico 
while fueling off Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.  
 
Foreign Minister Shigemitsu meets with General MacArthur in Yokohama in 
Japan at the New Grand Hotel. 
 
The 112th Cavalry of the U.S. Army relieve Company L of the 3rd Battalion, 4th 
Marines, at Tateyama Naval Air Station in Chiba Prefecture on Honshu Islands, 
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and the Marines returned to Yokosuka Naval Base at the entrance to Tokyo Bay, 
Japan. 
 
A U .S. Army task force of the 32nd Infantry Division is flown into Kanoya, south 
of Sakurajima and north of Cape Sata on Kyushu Island, Japan, to secure an 
emergency field on the aerial route to Tokyo from Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands 
and the Philippines. 
 
The battle for the Kuril Islands, northeast from Hokkaido Island, Japan, comes to 
an end. The fighting in the war in the Pacific and of the Second World War ends 
as well. 
 

SEPTEMBER 4 
U.S. Marines arrive off the shore of Wake Island in the Central Pacific Ocean to 
reoccupy the island from its 1,262 defenders. The Japanese commander 
capitulates his forces to Brigadier General Lawson H . M. Sanderson, commander 
of the 
4th Marine Aircraft Wing, representing the Commander, Marshalls-Gilberts Area, 
and the atoll was designated a Naval Air Facility .  
 
On Marcus Island, in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly island of 
Japan, the 11th Military Police Company (Provisional) of the 5th Military Police 
Battalion, Island Command, Saipan, arrive as the island's guard. 

 
Rota Island in the Mariana Islands is formally occupied. Shortly thereafter, 
Colonel Gale T . Cummings is appointed the temporary island commander and 
U.S. Marines and Navy Seabees start to repair the airstrip on the island. 

 
An advance party of eight American officers and ten GI's lands at the Korean 
Kimpo Airport their mission is to establish a liaison with the Japanese. 
 
Lt. Colonel Takeda and 113 officers and troops surrender on Guam in the Mariana 
Islands. 

 
Japanese surrender Aguijan Island in the Mariana Islands, in ceremony on board 
Coast Guard  Cutter No.83425.  

 
The formal surrender of the Japanese garrison on Yap Atoll in the Caroline 
Islands of the western Pacific Ocean is made on board the destroyer Tillman. 

 
A pair of B-24's from the Eleventh Air Force fly high altitude photo 
reconnaissance of Paramushiru and Shimushu Islands in the Kuril Islands, 
encounter Soviet fighters. 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 5 
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 Iva Toguri d'Aguino, Japanese-American best known as Tokyo Rose, is arrested 
 in Yokohama on Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
 Foreign Minister Shigemitsu again meets with General MacArthur to continue 
 negotiations on Japan after the war.  
 
 British troops arrive in Singapore in Malaya. 
 

Japanese surrender of Jaluit Atoll in the Marshall Islands takes place aboard the 
destroyer escort McConnell.  Rear Admiral W. K. Harrill, Commander Marshalls-
Gilberts Area, accepts the surrender of the atoll from Rear Admiral Nisuke 
Masuda, Japanese Commander.  

 
 City of Tientsin in China is reoccupied by the Allies. 
 
 Lady Mountbatten fly’s into Thailand to check on the POWs that have survived  
 the construction of the Burma-Thailand Railway. 
 

American naval task force arrives at Keelung, Formosa to evacuate Allied 
Prisoners of War. Later, American planes drop orders directing the Japanese to 
start preparation for quick evacuation of all POW's held on the island. U.S. Navy 
destroyers entered the harbor and start evacuating approximately 1,300 men, to be 
immediately airlifted to Manila. A British hospital ship stands by to receive about 
100 men too ill for transport by air.  
 

 
SEPTEMBER 6 

On board British light carrier Glory, off the by-passed Japanese stronghold of 
Rabaul, Australian General Sir Veron A. Sturdee takes the surrender of the 
Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. 
                                                                                                                                                   
Australian General Sir Veron A. Sturdee Australian War Memorial 

 
    The Eleventh Army Air Force officially cancels all further 

missions. 
 

Japanese surrender Maleolap Atoll, Marshall Islands in 
ceremony on board destroyer escort Wingfield.  

 
Japanese garrison on Wotje Atoll in the Marshall Islands sign 
surrender papers on board the destroyer escort Baron. 

 
U.S. troops begin return to the United States as Task Force 11 sails from Tokyo 
Bay for the west coast of the United States.  
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The U.S. 4th Marines take over responsibility for the Yokosuka Naval Base area 
at the entrance to Tokyo Bay and the sailors, sea-going Marines, and British forces 
there returned to their ships . 
 
The surrender of Dutch Borneo is signed by the Japanese on board the frigate 
HMAS Burdekin. 
 
President Truman announces the "U.S. initial post-surrender policy for Japan."  
This gives General MacArthur authority throughout Japan. 
 
Vice Admiral John S. McCain, former commander of U.S. Task Force 58, dies of 
a heart attack at age 61. 
 
The Royal Marine Guard for the British Consulate land at Yokohama, Honshu 
Island, Japan. 
 
Korean Representatives from the People's Committees meet in Seoul and 
proclaim the Korean People's Republic. 

 
SEPTEMBER 7 

Japanese forces in the Ryukyu Islands surrender at Kadena Air Base at the U.S. 
Tenth Army Headquarters on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 
 
The first echelon of the headquarters, Marine Aircraft Group 31 and the aircraft of 
Marine Fighter Squadron 441 fly onto Yokosuka Naval Airfield on Natsu Island  
near the Yokosuka Naval Base in Tokyo Bay of Honshu Island in Japan from 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands, under the command of the Third Fleet . The 
group was the first aviation unit to operate in Japan. 
 
General Tomochika surrenders his forces on Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
General J. W. Stilwell accepts the surrender of the Japanese Ryukyu Islands 
garrison, signifying the beginning of American political control in the area. 
 
U.S. Marine detachment of two officers and 54 enlisted men arrive on Wake 
Island in the Central Pacific Ocean from Engebi Island in the Marshall Islands. 

 
British Military Administration in Singapore declares, among its first actions, that 
Japanese banana money is worthless. 
 
American flag is raised over the Changi Prison in Singapore, Malaya. 

 
 President Truman receives the Surrender Document. 
 
 All Japanese troops left in the southern part of Japan are withdrawn to the north   
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except for a division of the Imperial Guards, in civilian clothes. 
 
 General MacArthur enters Tokyo and takes up residency in the American 
 Embassy. 
 
 Australia ratifies the United Nations Charter. 
 

SEPTEMBER 8 
U.S. Army General Hodge arrives in South Korea at Inchon to accept the Japanese 
surrender and to set up a temporary government.  U.S. troops land in Korea to 
assume occupation duties. 
 
The III Amphibious Corps order is issued for embarkation to North China. 
 

           Allied occupation troops go ashore at Jinsen, Korea.  
 
U.S. 1st Cavalry Division enters Tokyo, Honshu Island, Japan. 
 
Park Hyon Yong forms the Korean Communist Party in Seoul and rallies most of 
the domestic communists. 

 
 Japanese forces in China surrender. 
 

At Bougainville in the Solomon Islands Major General Savige, Australian Army 
receives the surrender of Major General Kanda and his forces. 

 
Vice Admiral Kamada surrendered his Japanese forces to Major General Edward 
J. of Australian forces on Dutch Borneo, Balikpapan on the southeast coast of 
Borneo, on board the frigate HMAS Burdekin. 

 
Australian destroyer HMAS Vendetta transports 28 released European POW’s 
from Rabaul on New Britain to Madang, New Guinea for repatriation to Australia. 
 
American flag is unfurled over the United States Embassy in Tokyo.  
 
Official Allied delegation leaves Tokyo to investigate radiation levels in 
Hiroshima by the Inland Sea, Honshu Island and to deliver medical supplies. 
 
Seven U.S. Navy PT boats travel to the delta of the Koetai River on Balikpapan 
on the southeast coast of Borneo to pick up Admiral Kamada and his staff.  The 
delegation is transported to HMAS Burdekin to sign surrender documents. 
 
Eight British officers parachute into Java in the Dutch East Indies to assess the 
situation there. 
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Admiral Lord Mountbatten issues a proclamation which says that the territorial 
grabbed by Thailand during the war are to be restored to Britain. 

 
SEPTEMBER 9 

In the southern part of Korea Japanese forces surrender in ceremonies at the 
 Government Building in Seoul. 

 
Japanese holding the 38 degrees north parallel in Korea surrenders to the Allies. 

 
Japanese 32nd Southern Army surrenders to the Australian Imperial Forces 9th 
Division. This ends the War on Borneo. 
 
Japanese 2nd Army surrenders to Australian General Thomas Blamey at Mototai in 
the Halmahera Group. 
Australian ships HMAS Black Snake, Bundaberg, Kapunda, River Snake, and ML 
1343, as well as army craft AM 1499, AM 1629, AM 1983, and AM 1985, accepted 
the Japanese surrender at Jesselton on the north coast of Borneo, Kuching on 
North Borneo, and Sandakan on the northeastern coast of Borneo. 
 
In Nanking, China General Yasutsugu Okamura, Japanese Commander of Japanese 
Forces in Central China, and representatives of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
officially signs the surrender instrument for the China, Act of Surrender-China 
Theatre except Manchuria and Formosa. 

 
 British troops land near Kuala Lumpur, north of Singapore, Malaya. 
 

Lt. General Eichelberger issues orders placing private dwelling, shrines, temples, 
and the Imperial Palace "off limits" to occupation forces. 

 
SEPTEMBER 10 

 British troops arrive in Hong Kong, China to end rioting and looting. 
 
 A landing force from the destroyer escort Wingfield occupied Toroa Island and 
 raised the American flag over Maloelap Atoll, Marshall Islands. 
 

USS Willoughby sails away from Labuan Island in Brune Bay of Borneo with 38 
officers and 318 troops of the Australian Infantry Force 9th Division for Tanjong 
Po near the mouth of the Sarawak River. 

 
Japanese forces on the Caroline Island of Kusaie surrender on board the destroyer 
escort Ricketts. 
 
Japanese Lieutenant General Masao Baba, Supreme Commander of the Japanese 
Army in North Borneo, Brunei and Sarawak and Natoena Islands and Commander 
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of the 37th Army surrenders to Australian Major General George F. Wootten, 
Commander of AIF 9th Division, at Labuan Island off North Borneo. 
 
Australian minesweepers HMAS Cootamundra, Glenelg, Junee, and Latrobe, 
leave Ambon in the Moluccas Islands with liberated POW’s and sail to Morotai in 
the Halmahera Group. 
 
General MacArthur orders the termination of the Imperial General Headquarters.  
 
In Japan censorship of the printed press and radio is imposed. 
 
General Johnathan Wainwright is honored by President Harry Truman at the 
White House with the Medal of Honor for his actions in the Philippines in 1942. 

 
American deputation team, a team of fifteen officers and men fly to the island of 
Formosa from Kunming, China, to represent the U. S. Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS). 

 
SEPTEMBER 11 

 U.S. Military police on orders from MacArthur arrest former Prime Minister 
Hideki Tojo; former Privy Seal Marquis Kido: Sadao Araki; General and 
"Imperial Way" advocate: General Daihara and Itagaki, the Kwangtung 
conspirators: General Iwane Matsui, whose troops had been responsible for the 
Rape of Nanking; General Umezu, Foreign Minister Mamorum Shigemitsu, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Yosuke Matsuoka, Dr. Shumei Okawa, the eccentric 
co-founders of the Cherry Society; Colonel Hashimoto, the propagandist and 
plotter and perpetrator of the attack on British and American gunboats on the 
Yangtze River in China in 1938; Naoki Hoshiro, a member of Tojo's wartime 
cabinet, including Admiral Shimada.  Former Premiers Baron Hiranuma and Koki 
Hirota, who had headed the government just before the war, and General Koiso, 
who had taken over after Tojo was ousted in 1944. 
 
Hanoi the capital of French Indochina is occupied by Chinese troops under an 
agreement for the joint temporary occupation of the French Indochina region by 
South-East Asian Command forces and China, pending the reoccupation of the 
French. 
 
Japanese garrison on Woleai Atoll, Marshall Islands surrender on board the 
destroyer escort Slot. 
  
Lt. General Masao Watanabe surrenders control of Ponape Island in the Caroline 
Islands on board the destroyer escort Hyman. 
 
USS Willoughby arrives off Tanjong Po, North Borneo and off load 180 members  
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of the AIF 9th Division and U.S. Navy officers to attend surrender ceremonies on 
board HMAS corvette Kapundda at Pending, Malaya. 
 
On Dutch Timor Major Muiosu Shijo and Colonel Kaida Tatsuichi signs the 
surrender documents on board the survey vessel/escort HMAS Moresby in 
Koepang Harbor under the direction of Brigadier General Lewis G.H. Dyke.  
 
Lieutenant Colonel Hideyuki Takeda surrenders the last unified element of the 
Japanese Army troops on Guam in the Mariana Islands. 
 
In a 10 minutes ceremony, Rear Admiral Sato, commander of 1,340 Imperial 
Army and Navy troops on Kairiru and Muschu Islands located off Wewak, New 
Guinea signs surrender papers on board the Australian ship patrol boat ML805. 
Major-General H. C. H. Robertson, Commander of the Australian Sixth Division 
accepts the surrender documents. 

 
SEPTEMBER 12 

Australian frigate HMAS Hawkesbury, became the Allied first ship to enter 
Singapore, Malaya since the surrender to the Japanese in 1942. 
Troops of the AIF 9th Division are taken on board the USS Willoughby to be 
transported to Kuching on North Borneo to reoccupy the city. 

The first of 210 Allied POWs are evacuated from Kuching, North Borneo by PT 
boats to the USS Willoughby. 
Japanese Southern Army in Southeast Asia, including the Dutch East Indies, 
surrenders in Singapore, Malaya before Admiral Sir Mountbatten. 

 
 New British bank notes arrive in Hong Kong Island, China. 
 

First Indonesian KNIL-members stationed in Australia are refuse service, 
however, they do get interned along with navy and merchant marine personnel.  
 
There is an Allied food drop at the POW camp at Airmadidi on North Celebes 
Island. 
 
General MacArthur orders the formal end of the Black Dragon Society and the 
arrest of seven of its leaders. 
 
Japanese cabinet votes to have war crimes suspects arrested and tried by Japanese 
agencies. 
 
The former Commander in Chief of the Japanese Home Army, Field Marshal 
Sugiyama, commits suicide along with his wife. 
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Admiral Shimada Shigetaio is arrested at his home for planning, participating, and 
waging aggressive war. 
 
General Jonathan Wainwright and his wife unveil Japan's documents of surrender 
at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. 

 
SEPTEMBER 13 

Captain Hisay-aki Solda, commander of all Japanese forces on Nauru Island, 
Ocean Islands, surrender 2,500 troops on board Australian frigate HMAS 
Diamentina to the Australian Imperial Forces and the Royal Australian Navy.  

 
Remaining POWs and internees held at Kuching on North Borneo are transported 
to the USS Willoughby. 
 
Japanese forces in Burma surrenders. 

 
 British troops reach Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. 
 

A small Australian reconnaissance unit turns up at Menado on North Celebes 
Island. They inspect the area, assembled the Dutch former internees and separate 
them from the missionaries and take them to Morotai in the Halmahera Group by 
ship. 

 
Imperial Japanese General Headquarters inactivated. 

 
SEPTEMBER 14 

The Japanese garrison on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies, surrenders at Menado 
on the northern part of Minahasa peninsula. 
 
A reconnaissance party land and inspected the Omura airfield in Nagasaki 
Prefecture by Omura Bay, Kyushu Island.  The field will be a base for U.S. 
Marine air operations in southern Japan. 
 
USS Willoughby off loads 210 POWS and internees held at Kuching, North 
Borneo upon arriving at Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo. 

 
SEPTEMBER 15 

Officers of the United States Army Graves Registration Unit touchdown on the island of 
Formosa, with the responsibility of searching for the bodies of fallen American airmen 
and the graves of prisoners of war, retrieving their effects, identifying wreckage, and 
documenting finds 
 

SEPTEMBER 16 
Formal surrender ceremonies are held on Hong Kong Island, China.  Rear 
Admiral Cecil Harcourt signs the formal surrender instrument with American, 
Canadian and Chinese representatives present. Vice Admiral Ruitaro Fujita and 
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Major General Umekichi Okada sign on for the Japanese. The British flag is 
ceremonially hoisted over Government House. 
 
Australian troops land at Bandjermasin in eastern Borneo to take the surrender of 
Major General Uno and his 2,500 troops. 

 
POW’s on Sumatra Island in the Dutch East Indies, most "walking skeletons,” are 
transferred from Pakan Baru by railway to Singapore, Malaya. 
 
Colonel Walter W. Wensinger, Marine Corps Operations Officer, leads an 
advance reconnaissance party from the V Amphibious Corps, consisting of key 
staff officers of the Corps and the 2nd Marine Division, to prepare for the arrival 
of the V Amphibious Corps troops supported by Army units at Nagasaki, the 
capital and the largest city of Nagasaki Prefecture on the island of Kyushu of 
Japan. 
 
U.S. Marine Aircraft Group 31 at Yokosuka Naval Airfield on Natsu Island  near 
the Yokosuka Naval Base in Tokyo Bay on the island of Honshu of Japan comes 
under the operational control of the Fifth Army Air Force. 
 

SEPTEMBER 17 
Nationalist Chinese occupy Beijing, China. 
 
Shigetaro Shigemitsu is relived as Foreign Minister by Prime Minister 
Higashikuni Naruhiko and Yoshida Shigemi takes over. 
 

SEPTEMBER 18 
A Bill is introduced in the U.S. Senate declaring Emperor Hirohito should be tried 
as a War Criminal. 
 
Henry L. Stimson resigns his position as Secretary of War and is replaced by  
R.B. Patterson. 
 
General MacArthur’s staff moves into the American Embassy from Yokohama of 
Kanagawa Prefecture on Tokyo Bay, south of Tokyo of the main island of 
Honshu. 
 
Four Japanese aircraft that survived the war at Rabaul on New Britain in the 
Bismarck Archipelago are painted in surrender markings, overall white with green 
crosses. When the Australian Army arrives at the island, the Japanese pilots 
requested permission to surrender their four aircraft to the Air Force. Their request 
is granted and Japanese are permitted to take off from Vunakanau Airfield on 
New Britain Island to transport their planes to Jacquinot Bay Airfield on East New 
Britain. The Japanese planes are escorted by sixteen Royal Australian Air Force 
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fighters. After landing, the pilots salute, make a report then fly back to Rabaul in a 
Royal New Zealand Air Force Catalina. 
 

SEPTEMBER 19 
Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, Commander Fifth Fleet, relieves Admiral Halsey 
of his responsibilities in the occupation of Japan and assumes the command of all 
naval operations in Japan.  

 
 British and French forces in Indochina suppress Vietnamese Nationalist forces at 
  Saigon in French Indochina. 
 

Rocky Mount leads a convoy of American and Allied ships up the Yangtze River 
and then the Whangpoo River to make port at Shanghai located in the Yangtze 
River Delta in East China.  

 
Kim Il-sung arrives at Port Wonsan, Korea on the Soviet warship Pugachev and 
starts to organize the Workers' Party of Korea. 
 
Japanese forces under General Takeo Ito, on New Ireland in the Bismark 
Archipelago, surrender on board the Australia Sloop, HMAS Swan anchored at 
Fangalawa Bay. Major General Kenneth Eather, of the Australian 11th Division 
accepts the surrender. 
 
The new Labor government in Britain makes a proposal to begin negotiations on 
Indian autonomy based on the plan offered by Sir Stafford Cripps in 1942. 
 

SEPTEMBER 20 
American and British warships arrive at Shanghai, in the Yangtze River Delta in 
East China. 
 
All-India Congress meets in Bombay, India, under the leadership of Mohandas 
Gandhi and Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru, to consider the British government's offer 
of India autonomy. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Fred D. Beans relieves Brigadier General William T . 
Clement, commanding Task Force Able, of his responsibilities at the Yokosuka 
Naval Base at the entrance to Tokyo Bay, and the general and his staff returned to 
Guam in the Mariana Islands to rejoin the 6th Marine Division. 
 
A second reconnaissance party from the V Amphibious Corps which included key 
officers from the U.S. Marine Corps and the 5th Marine Division arrive at Sasebo, 
located on the western coast of Kyushu Island, Japan,  and completed preparations 
for the landing of Corps troops augmented by Army units . 
 
An advance flight echelon of the U.S. Marine Aircraft Group 22 fly onto the  
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Omura airfield in Nagasaki Prefecture by Omura Bay, Kyushu Island, Japan, from 
Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands to support occupation operations . 
 

SEPTEMBER 21 
The first Australian troops enter Makassar, South Celebes Island. The British and 
American POWs at the Military Hospital are quickly moved to Morotai in the 
Halmahera Group. However, evacuation of the last Dutch POWs from Makassar 
will not take place until December. 
 

SEPTEMBER 22 
The 5th U.S. Marine Division and the V Amphibious Corps headquarters troops 
arrived at Sasebo Naval Air Station off the northwestern coast of Kyushu Island, 
Japan, and relieved Japanese guards on base installations and stores. The 26th 
Marines, less the 2nd Battalion, reinforced by the 2nd Battalion, 28th Marines, 
lands on beaches at the naval air station. They are followed by units of the 13th 
and 27th Marines and the 5th Tank Battalion which established guard posts and 
security patrols ashore. 
 
A War Graves Commission party leaves Bangkok in Thailand in search of 
cemeteries along the 285-mile length of the Burma-Thailand Railway. 
 
1400 French POWs released by the British from Japanese internment camps enter 
Saigon in French Indochina and go on a rampage, attacking Viet Minh and killing 
many.  French civilians also join the deadly rampage.  
 
USS Willoughby arrives at Victoria Harbor, Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off 
Borneo and off loads evacuees from Kuching, North Borneo. 
 
Admiral Oldendorf commanded the occupation of Wakayama, capital city of 
Wakayama Prefecture in the Kansai region of Honshu Island of Japan, and 
dictated terms of surrender to Vice Admiral Hoka and Rear Admiral Yofai. 
 

SEPTEMBER 23 
The Viet Minh sponsored Resistance Committee of the Saigon Region of French 
Indochina is set up in response to the return of French authorities. It issues an 
order calling for non-collaboration with the colonialists and calls on the towns 
people of Saigon to unite in resistance. 
 
2nd U.S. Marine Division lands on the east and west sides of Nagasaki Harbor on 
the island of Kyushu in Japan to take over occupation duties from U.S. Marine 
detachments from the cruisers Biloxi and Wichita.  
 
Major General Harry Schmidt, V Amphibious Corps commander, establishes his  
command post ashore at Sasebo on the western coast of Kyushu Island of Japan 
and takes control of the 2nd and 5th Marine Divisions. 
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Most of the remaining elements of the 5th U.S. Marine Division go ashore at 
Sasebo on the western coast of Kyushu Island, and Major General Thomas E . 
Bourke sets up his command post. Patrols began probing the immediate 
countryside ; Company C (reinforced) of the 27th Marines is sent to Omura in 
Nagasaki Prefecture by Omura Bay, Kyushu Island, to establish a security guard 
over the naval air training station. 
 
U.S. Marine Fighter Squadron 113 land on Omura airfield on Kyushu Island. 
 
The 2nd and 6th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, land simultaneously on the east 
and west sides of the harbor at Nagasaki on the island of Kyushu in Japan for 
occupation duty and to relieve the Marine detachments from the cruisers USS 
Biloxi and Wichita which had been serving as security guards. 
 

SEPTEMBER 24 
In Australian unions start a boycott of Dutch ships in Brisbane, Melbourne and  
Sydney. Demands call for the recognition of nationalist government on Java in the 
Dutch East Indies. Van Mook warns the government in of repercussions. 
Australian authorities refuse army help to load ships. 
 
USS Willoughby again returns from Kuching in North Borneo with another group 
of Allied POWs and internees at Victoria Harbor Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off 
Borneo. 
 
Japanese Emperor Hirohito declares that he did not want to go to war.  He puts 
blame for the attack on Pearl Harbor in the Territory of Hawaii on Prime Minister 
General Hideki Tojo. 
 

 General Walter Krueger, commander of the United States Sixth Army, assumes 
 control of all forces ashore in Japan. 
 

The remainder of the 2nd Marine Division landed at Nagasaki the capital and the 
largest city of Nagasaki Prefecture on the island of Kyushu in Japan . 

 
SEPTEMBER 25 

 U.S. Sixth Army arrives in Wakayama Harbor, Honshu Island of Japan. 
 

SEPTEMBER 26 
Indian Congress Party refuses to have its troops involved in the conflict between 

 the Dutch and the Indonesians. 
 
The Japanese garrison in the Andaman Islands southeast of the Bay of Bengal,  
south of Burma, west of Thailand and east of the Andaman Islands, India 
surrenders on the Indian sloop HMIS Narbada. 



 1912 

 
Australian HMAS Strahan is damaged by a mine during sweeping operations of a 
minefield off the Chinese coast. 

 
SEPTEMBER 27 

Emperor Hirohito dressed in a formal suit calls on General MacArthur at the 
American Embassy. 
 
An advance party of the V Amphibious Corps lands at Fukuoka on Kyushu Island,  
Japan, administrative center of the northwestern coal and steel region. 
 
The Prospective Island Commander, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands, is 
redesignated the Prospective Commanding General, Occupation Forces, Truk and 
Central Carolinas, under the jurisdiction of Island Commander, Guam. As 
Commander, Brigadier General Robert Blake is made responsible for the 
occupation and development of Truk as a fleet anchorage with facilities ashore 
limited to recreational purposes and for the support of assigned aircraft and the servicing 
of transient aircraft. 
 

SEPTEMBER 28 
 Australian troops march into Jesselton, Boreno. 
 
 In French Indochina the Japanese commander formally surrendered to the 

Chinese, Americans, and French. 
 

SEPTEMBER 29 
British and Dutch forces land on Batavia on Java, Dutch East Indies to disarm 
Japanese forces in the Dutch East Indies and repatriate these troops back to Japan. 
Fighting soon erupts between the Anglo-Dutch forces and the Indonesian People's 
Army. The Indonesians mount a revolution to force the Dutch to evacuate the 
archipelago. 

 
British troops land on Java in the Dutch East Indies to combat Nationalist Rebels. 

 
SEPTEMBER 30 

Leading elements from the V Amphibious Corps starts arriving at Fukuoka, 
largest city on the island of Kyushu. Brigadier General Ray A. Robinson, 
Assistant Division Commander of the 5th Marine Division, is given command of 
the Fukuoka Occupation Force which consists of the 28th Marines (reinforced) 
and Army augmentation detachments. 
 
U.S. Marines of the 1st Marine Division begin landing at Tientsin, China to disarm  
630,000 Japanese troops. 
 



 1913 

Field Marshall Count Aisarchi Terauchi, Supreme Commander of the Imperial 
Japanese Forces, Southern Region, surrenders personally to Lord Mountbatten in 
Saigon, French Indochina. Terauchi was not able to attend the September 12th 
surrender ceremony in Singapore, Malaya because of a stroke. 
 
Colonel Chang of the Chinese Air Force is escorted to Taipei on the island of Formosa 
for a brief survey, becoming the first Chinese officer to set foot on Formosa. 
 
Japanese forces on Ocean Island surrender on board the Australian frigate HMAS 
Diamantina. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UNITED STATES MILITARY PERSONNEL 1945 
YEAR NAVY USMC ARMY TOTAL 
1945 3,380,817 474,680 8,267,958 12,123,455 

                          
 


	52 1945
	53 1945 info
	54 January 1945
	JANUARY 2
	American troop transports begin assembling in Leyte Gulf for the invasion of
	Luzon in the Philippines.
	JANUARY 3
	JANUARY 6
	JANUARY 7
	JANUARY 17
	JANUARY 22
	JANUARY 23
	Eleventh Army Air Force Mitchell’s bombs installations on Torishima in the
	Kuril Islands.
	Facilities on Babelthuap Island in the Palau Islands are attacked by Marine Aircraft.



	55 Febuary 1945
	Okimura Town on the island of Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands.  Eight B-24s hits AA positions, radio, and radar installations on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, while two others bomb the Woleai Atoll airfield, Marshall Islands. From Angaur Island, Palau Isl...
	In Burma 11 B-25s from the Tenth Army Air Force attacks tanks and enemy
	troops at Man Namman. 50 P-47s prepare area cross the Shweli River in the Myitson area of Burma for Allied crossing. Approximately 40 P-47s and P-40s attack Japanese troops and supply areas at or near the Burmese towns of Nawngkalio, Man Li, Hsunkwe, ...
	FEBRUARY 14

	56 March 1945
	MARCH 9
	MARCH 19
	MARCH 28


	57 April 1945
	APRIL 10

	58 May 1945
	MAY 3
	Planes of Fleet Air Wing Eighteen in a search around Japanese waters sink three

	MAY 25
	Leo Szilard visits the White House with a letter of introduction from Albert Einstein to warn President Truman of the dangers atomic weapons pose for the post-war world and to urge him not to authorize the use of atomic weapons against Japan.
	MAY 27
	Acting Secretary of State Joseph Grew tells President Truman “The greatest obstacle to unconditional surrender by the Japanese is their belief that this would entail the destruction or permanent removal of the Emperor and the institution of the Throne...
	MAY 29
	MAY 30
	The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) reports on receiving a Japanese peace feeler through a Japanese diplomat stationed in Portugal.  The Japanese diplomat says that the actual terms are unimportant so long as the term “unconditional surrender” is n...
	MAY 31

	The Interim Committee meets for a two-day session to reach a conclusion on the use of the atomic bomb.  They agree that “the most desirable target would be a vital war plant employing a large number of workers and closely surrounded by workers’ houses.”

	59 June 1945
	JUNE 6
	In the Palau Islands of the Caroline Islands the 7th Army Air Force uses 24 B-24s from Angaur Island in the Palau Islands to bomb the boat repair basin on Aurapushekaru Island.
	Seven B-25s and four P-47s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force damage a bridge
	near Anyang, China, bomb buildings close to Changsha and the airstrip at
	Paoching, China, and strike targets on a road and river sweep from Siangtan to Yoyang in China; 45 fighters bomb or strafe numerous targets including enemy troops, river traffic, town areas, and supplies in southern and eastern China and take out brid...
	In the Philippines, A-20s and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force strike Japanese personnel and defensive positions near Infanta northeast of Manila, bordered by Lamon Bay on the east and Tayabas Bay on the west, Luzon, at Mount Mapatad in Calab...
	Borneo, B-24s blast Brooketon in North Borneo and Muara Island off the coast of North Borneo in the South China Sea; B-25s and fighter-bombers hit Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor, Fort Brook in the northern region of the island ...
	On Borneo the Far East Air Force attacks the Labuan Island Airfield off the coast line of Borneo with B-24s, while other heavy and medium bombers and P-38s attack Japanese gun positions at Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo. On Luzon in the P...
	In the Volcano island chain 104 Iwo Jima Island-based fighters of the 20th Air Force take off for a strike against the Kagamigahara Airfield and Meiji Airfield in the Nagoya area on the Pacific coast on central Honshu Island, Japan area, however they ...
	Several B-25s and over 60 P-47s, P-51s, and P-40s of the 14 Army Air Force
	damage four bridges, assaults river shipping, town areas and villages, and hits
	a variety of targets from Nanyang in Burma to Shihkiachwang in China.
	On Borneo, Labuan Island in Brunei Bay is bombed by B-24s of the Far East Air Force and other B-24s drops napalm on Brooketon on North Borneo. In the Philippine Islands, fighter-bombers hit the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and su...
	In the Philippines, Fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hammer the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and support the American ground troops east of Manila on Luzon. B-24s bombs Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo and Brooketo...
	23 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force strike the seaplane base at Kasumigaura in Ibaraki, east central Honshu Island, Japan; two others hit alternate targets. 32 B-29s bomb the Japan Aircraft Company plant at Tomioka in Futaba District, Fukushima, north...
	attack the Tachikawa Army Air Arsenal west of Tokyo on Honshu Island and several others hit alternate targets.
	107 P-51s of the 20th Air Force escort the B-29s on their missions. In the Ryukyu Islands, 39 Ie Shima Island-based P-47s sweeping Kyushu Island, Japan, strafe numerous ground targets.

	JUNE 11
	The Franck Committee on the social and political implications of the atomic bomb, headed by Nobel Laureate James Franck, issues a report advising against a surprise atomic bombing of Japan.
	Eight B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force on a shipping sweep over the Kuril
	Islands do not find any targets because of overcast and instead strike
	installations on Kurabu Cape, Paramushiru Island and in the Kataoka areas of
	Shimushu Island using radar bomb site.
	Four B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force, with fighter escort, attack the railroad
	During the night, 26 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and Tsuruga Bay on the Sea of Japan facing Wakasa Bay on Honshu Island, Japan.  In the Volcano Island chain Iwo Jima ...
	Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands, with their B-29s Superfortresses.
	12 Guam Island-based B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force attacks the airfield on
	Marcus Island located in the northwest Pacific Ocean.
	Four B-25s of the 11th Army Air Force strafes Japanese shipping off Paramushiru
	Island near Arahata Cape of the Kuril Islands, damaging four freighters and two barges.
	A couple of B-25s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force takes out a bridge near
	Yutze in China while four escorting P-47s hits nearby AA positions and afterwards hit railroad targets in Linfen, China. Nine P-51s and two P-61s damages a bridge close to Hengyang in China, attack a storage area at Yunganshih, China, and attacks rail...
	B-24s of the Far East Air Force exacts heavy devastation on the navy yard and dock area at Hong Kong Island in China and the railroad yards at Saigon in French Indochina. Two B-32s bomb the airstrip on Batan Island the second largest of the Batanes Is...
	13 B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force, from Guam in the Mariana Islands, bombs the airfield on Moen Island, Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.
	In China 11 B-25s and seven P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force damages the Kaifeng  railroad yards and strafes a communications center south of Puchou; eight
	Mustangs damage a pair of bridges at Fenglochen, China, and Shihkiachwang, China, and strikes railroad targets around Fenglochen and Suchow in China.
	On Formosa, bad weather hamper B-24s of the Far East Air Force; a few hit Toshien, the primary target and others hits alternates including Toko, Koshun, Kontei, Garan-bi Point, Taito, the Mako Naval Base in the Pescadores Islands west of Formosa and o...

	The Franck Committee Report – with its recommendation that the bomb be demonstrated to Japan before being used on civilians – is taken by Arthur Compton to Los Alamos, and copies are given to Enrico Fermi, Ernest Lawrence and Robert Oppenheimer.
	Fourteenth Army Air Force: Several B-25s, 47 P-51s, and P-47s takes out a bridge close to Shihkiachwang, China, damages and attacks others, and hits trucks, barracks, river-craft, storage facilities, gun positions, railroad targets, and other targets.
	B-24s of the Far East Air Force blast Taichu Airfield on Formosa as B-25s strike the town of Rokko on Formosa and the Formosan airfield at Okaseki. In the Philippine Islands, B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers hit various targets, concentrating on the ...
	444 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force fly an incendiary mission against the Osaka-Amagasaki urban area of Honshu Island, ending a month of intense fire raids against large Japanese cities; an extra 1.9 square miles of Osaka and 0.59 square miles of Ama...
	123 P-51s of the 20th Air Force, VII Fighter Command, are send off as escort for the B-29s however 380 miles from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain the Mustangs are warned by a weather plane of a towering front over Japan and they abort the mission.
	enemy shipping off Suribachi Bay, Paramushiru Island and a radar site on
	Minami Cape, Shimushu Island; four B-25s on a shipping strike scores a near
	miss on a freighter in Asahi Bay and hits targets around Torishima in Chain;
	mechanical failures force two of the B-25s to fly to the city of Petropavlovsk- Kamchatsky on the Avacha Bay, Russia.
	A pair of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force hits Japanese supply movements in
	B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force strikes Japanese personnel and supply dumps in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines, and support U.S. Army ground forces in the Cervantes sector of Northe...
	Henry H. "Hap" Arnold, Commanding General U.S. Army Air Forces, requests of Lieutenant General Albert C. Wedemeyer, Commanding General U.S. Forces in China, that Lieutenant General George E. Stratemeyer replace Major General Clare L. Chennault as head...
	Kataoka, Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands; one ship the Kongo Maru is seen blowing up, another is sighted on fire after a strafing run; four other B-25s fly a shipping sweep from Shimushu to Kurabu Cape on the island of Paramushiru, Kuril Islands.
	Several ships are observed but cannot be attacked because of land-based AA fire.
	A couple of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force strike road and rail supply movements in the Paoching and Hengyang areas of China; two B-25s and four P-47s impair a bridge at Linmingkuan, China; 54 P-51s, P-47s, and P-61s attack road transport, railroad,...
	25 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and waters around Kobe on the southern side of the main island of Honshu; two others mine alternate targets.
	117 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force attacks the Kagoshima urban area on the southwestern tip of the island of Kyushu and one hits an alternate target; 2.15 square miles are destroyed. 116 B-29s hits the Omuta urban area by the Ariake Sea on southern ...
	33 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands bombs and strafes shipping, the airfield, villages, a bridge, radar, and radio facilities on Amami Gunto Island in the Amami Islands, Ryukyu Ar...
	Six B-24s from the 11th Army Air Force joins U.S. Navy planes in an strike on
	Kataoka, Shimushu Island and at Tomari Cape, Paramushiru Island, Kuril Islands; cloud cover prevents observation; one B-24 flies a radar-ferret mission over the Kuril Islands.
	Approximately 70 P-51s, P-61s, and P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force fly strikes
	Against the Japanese withdrawal from southern and eastern China, attacking bridges, villages and town areas, barracks, troop concentrations, motor transport, shipping and rail traffic, and targets of opportunity.
	B-25s, A-20s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hammers targets in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines, Balete Pass that joins the provinces of Nueva Ecija and Nueva Viscaya, Luzon, and Cervantes areas...
	and Sepinggang defenses on the southeast coast of Borneo east of Balikapan and B-25s supports ground forces on Labuan Island in Brunei Bay off Borneo. On
	Formosa, B-24s demolish a block of buildings and several warehouses and small
	vessels in Kiirun Harbor area, P-51s hits Taien and Toyohara Airfields and other targets while P-38s start several fires in the town of Kari.
	22 Guam Island-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force bombs the airfield on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island.
	A single B-24 of the 11th Army Air Force flies a coordinated shipping hunt, the
	theater's longest mission, a 2,700-mile roundtrip lasting 15.5 hours flying as
	far as Uruppu Island in the southwestern Kuril Islands, between the Urup and Friz straits.  The Liberator then turns north and drops bombs on a small convoy 25 miles southwest of Shimushu Bay, Shimushu Island, Kuril Islands, sinks a vessel, heavily da...
	In China, five B-25s and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out a bridge on the Pinghan railroad while four P-51s destroys another bridge near Kihsien on the Tungpu railroad right away. Over 70 P-51s Mustangs smash up several bridges, attack ...
	A-20s and fighter- bombers of the Far East Air Force hits targets on Luzon Island, in the Philippines such as Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region in support of guerilla offensive, and around Cervantes in the north of the island. On Borneo, B-24s...
	and targets at Kudat at the northern tip of Borneo along Kudat Harbor. On Formosa, B-24s bombs the docks, warehouses, and railroad yards at Kiirun and B-25s hammer the Shoka railroad yards and P-51s go after AA positions between Rokko and Toyohara; tw...
	136 B-29s, Twentieth Air Force using incendiary, hits the Toyohashi urban area in southeastern Aichi Prefecture south of Enshu Bay on the Pacific Ocean side of Honshu Island destroying 1.7 square miles. 221 B-29s attacks the Fukuoka urban area on the ...
	square; one B-29 hits an alternate target. During this mission a single Superfortresses is lost.
	28 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force mine the Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island and the waters at Niigata on the northwest coast of Honshu Island, Miyazu city in Kyoto Prefecture on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, an...
	In French Indochina, eight B-25s and six P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force takes
	out a pair of bridges near Quang Tri and My Chanh and blows up surrounding AA
	positions while other fighter-bombers sink several river steamers in a canal at Haiphong. In China, 37 P-51s strike rail, road, and river traffic, bridges,
	and other types of targets around Liuchow, to Fort Bayard in Zhanjiang, China; a bridge at Hankow, China, is demolished and several others damaged.
	A-20s and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force hammer the Japanese on Luzon Island in the Philippines and directly support a guerilla offensive in the Cayagan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon. B-24s again bomb AA positions in the Balikp...
	14 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands bombs and strafes ships, buildings, a lighthouse, and a village on Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago and the airfield on To...
	flight back to Ie Shima Island.
	24 B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana Islands attacks Japanese fuel oil storage and power plant buildings on Eten Island in Truk Atoll in the Caroline Islands.
	16 B-25s, in French Indochina, fly for the Fourteenth Army Air Force strikes a
	Japanese fort at Bac Ninh, hits railroad yards and trains at Thanh Hoa, Phu Dien,
	Yen Li Station, Ha Trung, and Ninh Binh, impairs a tunnel at La Son, attacks a
	barge concentration at Ha Dong, and assaults a train near the Duc Tho bridge.
	Nearly 40 P-51s Mustangs and P-38s lightings batter road, rail, and river transport, coastal shipping, Japanese troops encampments, supply lines, and other targets.
	In the Philippines, Far East Air Force Fighter-bombers attacks Japanese positions and supply dumps in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon, other locations in the Marikina located along the Pasig River in Marikina to the east of Mani...
	Twentieth Air Force: 25 B-29s mines the sea approaches around Fushiki situated in Toyama, Hokuriku, on the Sea of Japan side of Honshu Island, Senzaki in Nagato on the Sea of Japans side of Honshu Island, Nanao on the Noto Peninsula, facing Nanao Bay,...

	JUNE 22
	Fighter-bombers of the FEAF supporting the U.S. 6th Army’s ground action by hammering Japanese concentrations and positions in the Cagayan Valley n the northeastern region of Luzon in the Philippines. On Borneo, B-24s hit Balikpapan gun and defensive ...
	nearby warehouses and numerous other buildings and P-38s dive-bomb and
	scores direct hits on pillboxes. On Formosa, B-24s hits the Toshien oil facilities and P-38s attack Mato while two B-32’s blast gun positions and barracks at Heito.
	446 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force fly six missions to targets on southern Honshu Island, Japan during the day. 162 B-29s pounds the Kure Naval Arsenal on Hiroshima Bay, southeast of Hiroshima destroying the yet completed submarines I-204, I-352 and...
	Over 40 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie Shima Island off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands fly combat patrols over Amami Gunto Island, Amami Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago.  Six B-29s of the 313th Wing, unable to find their primary ...

	JUNE 23
	Two B-24s of the 11th Army Air Force on a shipping sweep between Matsuwa
	and Paramushiru Islands in the Kuril Islands sinks a freighter, damage two more, and hits a whale boat; six more Liberators drop bombs at Kataoka on Shimushu Island.
	Four B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out the eastern approach to the Phu
	Lang Thuong Bridge, French Indochina, and four P-38s damage  locomotives and a barracks area at Les Pins and Lang Son in French Indochina. 12 P-51s strafes airfields in the Canton, China. 17 other fighters strafe railroad targets and river traffic aro...
	150 heavy and medium bombers and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force
	conducts heavy strikes against Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo concentrating on gun emplacements and defensive positions. On Luzon in the Philippines, A-20s and fighter-bombers blast enemy troop concentrations and occupied areas in the Cag...

	JUNE 24
	Several B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana Islands attack heavy AA positions on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly island of Japan.
	18 B-25s and 14 P-51s and P-47s of the Fourteenth Army Air Force destroys
	bridges north of Shihkiachwang and Saiping in China, bombs a power plant, barracks, and a warehouse at Sinsiang, China, drop bombs on the Nanyo-Hengyang road of China, and hits the railroad yard at Siaokan, China; 80 plus fighter-bombers assaults brid...
	On Borneo, oil facilities, shore defenses and the nearby Manggar Airfield at
	Balikpapan and the surrounding area are attacked B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force. B-24s bombs Mandai Airfield on Celebes Island, Dutch East Indies. In the Philippines, B-25s and fighter-bombers attack targets in the Cagayan...
	Twentieth Air Force: During the night, 26 B-29s plant mines in the Shimonoseki Strait separating Honshu Island and Kyushu Island of Japan and at Maizuru by Kyoto on an inlet of the Sea of Japan in the central part of the island of Honshu and off Obama...
	In China 21 P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force bombs or strafes transportation avenues, motor pools, gun positions, and buildings at Yoyang to Tsinan, and destroys a bridge near Yutze.
	In the Philippines fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force attacking targets in the Infanta area northeast of Manila on Luzon and Japanese troop strength in the Cagayan Valley in the northeastern region of Luzon and Kiangan area of North Luzon; grou...
	oil targets and the nearby airfield at Manggar on the eastern coast and B-24s bomb the Trombol airstrip, North Borneo near Sarawak. Other B-24s bombs the airfield at Limboeng, Celebes Island. On Formosa during the night, P-61s Black Widows set fires a...
	510 B-29s and 148 P-51s, of the 20th Air Force, fly missions against aircraft factories, light-metals industries, and arsenals on southern Honshu Island and Shikoku Island of Japan. Six Superfortresses and a Mustang are lost during the operation. 64 B...
	During the night 33 B-29s of the 16th Bomb Group, Twentieth Air Force, conduct radar precision bombing, on their first combat mission, against the high priority petroleum target the Utaube oil refineries at Yokkaichi on northeastern Kii Peninsula of H...

	Stimson, Forrestal, and Grew agree that a clarification of surrender terms should be issued well before an invasion and with “ample time to permit a national reaction to set in.”  The three agreed that “Japan is susceptible to reason.”
	Three B-24s of the 7th Army Air Force from Guam in the Mariana Islands attacks the underground storage area and fortifications on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean. At midday, 18 B-24s drop bombs the airfield on Moen Island, Truk Atoll i...
	During the night, B-24s of the Far East Air Force fly over the Surabaya Strait area, a relatively narrow waterway on the northeastern coast of Java across from the island of Madura, and bombs the Tandjoeng-perak Airfield on Java in the Dutch East Indi...
	During the night, 29 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force drop mines in the harbors of Hagi in Yamaguchi Prefecture on the Sea of Japan side of southern Honshu Island, Kobe on the southern side of the main island of Honshu, and Niigata on the northwest co...
	148 Mustangs of the Twentieth Air Force sortie from Iwo Jima in the Volcano Island chain, against Kasumigaura airfield in east central Honshu Island of Japan, Imba airfield in Tokyo Bay area of Honshu Island, and Tsukuba Airfield in the Tokyo area of ...
	Sakishima Archipelago part of the Ryukyu Islands. During the night, five P-61s flies attacks against vessels off Amami Gunto Island and Wan Airfield in the Ryukyu Islands.

	JUNE 28
	Several B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force from Guam Island in the Mariana Islands bombs fuel storage on Marcus Island in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly island of Japan.
	Seven B-25s and four P-51s of the 14th Army Air Force drop bombs on the town of Changsha in China, enemy troop encampments, a supply dumps, and strafe a truck convoys and ammunition trains in the Yoyang area of China; 28 P-51s strike a communications ...
	B-24s of the Far East Air Force hammers installations in the Manggar area on the eastern coast of Borneo, Dutch East Indies while B-24s, B-25s, and P-38s hits defenses near Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo; the P-38s also skip bombs oil sto...
	487 B-29s of the Twentieth Air Force fly four incendiary missions against secondary cities during the night. 138 B-29s attacks Okayama in the Chugoku region of western Honshu Island destroying 2.13 square miles, 63% of the city area. 141 B-29s hits Sa...
	39 P-47s of the Twentieth Air Force from Ie  Shima off the coastline of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands molest shipping at Koniya on Amami Island, Ryukyu Archipelago, Japan, others using rocket and using bombing runs on Tokuno Island in the Tokuno Islan...
	15 B-25s and four P-47s of the 14th Army Air Force takes out a bridge at
	Chungmow in China and damages another; 18 P-51s strikes at enemy troop encampments, gun emplacements, villages, bridges, and other targets around the Chinese towns of Hsihsiakou, Yutze, Anyang, Puchou, and Szeshuiand and destroys out a bridge at Szesh...
	The Far East Air Force continues their attacks against Balikpapan on the southeast coast of Borneo, B-24s, B-25s, and fighter-bombers strike defensive positions and oil installations near Balikpapan; other B-24s bombs Fort Brook airfield in the northe...

	JUNE 30
	China Theater. Lieutenant General George E. Stratemeyer is appointed
	Commanding General; subordinate elements are the Tenth and Fourteenth Army
	Air Forces, China Air Service Command, and the 8th Reconnaissance Group.
	In the Mariana Island of Guam Island-based B-24s of the Seventh Army Air Force attacks the boat basin on Marcus Island in the northwestern Pacific Ocean south of Iwo Jima Island in the Volcano Island chain.
	A couple of B-25s of the 14th Army Air Force attacks a bridge at Lohochai in China; four fighter-bombers hits hill positions and an artillery emplacement; several others bomb and strafes an enemy-held temple and a troop area at Likuanchiao, China.
	In the Philippine Islands, fighter-bombers of the Far East Air Force support the 6th Army ground forces in the Cervantes sector in Northern Luzon and pounds gun positions and other targets in the Kiangan area of North Luzon. B-24s again hit Balikpapan...
	The 509th Composite Group, Twentieth Air Force, scheduled to deliver the first atomic bomb on Japan, begin combat flight training from Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands.


	60 July 1945
	61 August 1945
	AUGUST 7
	AUGUST 12
	AUGUST 24

	62 Sepember 1945
	Indonesians in Australia issues a declaration against return of Dutch rule in the
	East Indies.
	Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands signs documents in Tokyo
	and raises the Dutch flag over the deserted embassy.
	On Marcus Island, in the northwest Pacific Ocean, the most easterly island of Japan, the 11th Military Police Company (Provisional) of the 5th Military Police Battalion, Island Command, Saipan, arrive as the island's guard.


