
2. 910 Tactical Airlift Group; Youngstown Air Reserve Station, Vienna, OH: 
CLOSE BASE 

- .. Tranefer Aerial Insect and Oil Spill Dispersant C-130 Sprayer Airplane6 

to Avon Park AFB, Ft. 

- .. mStand-Alonem Navy/Marine Corps Reserve Building: Rlgb6AII OPEN 

a. Duplication of AFRES Bases. Another AFRES base (Pittsburgh IAP) is 
only about 60 miles away. It seems redundant to keep two bases open in such 
proximity to each other. 

b. Declining ~emographic Base. According to a recent Donnelly Market 
Profile Analysis Community Profile, the military-age demographic base in 
Northeast Ohio is probably still declining. For example, over 16% of the 
910th1s personnel do not reside in Ohio (the majority of this group live in 
Pennsylvania) . 

c. Displaced Personnel. Displaced 910th personnel could be absorbed 
by other AFRES and ANG units in the general vicinity, such as Pittsburgh, PA; 
Mansfield, Columbus, Springfield, and Dayton, OH. 

(1) . Conservation of ABRES and ANG Human Resources. The many 
trained AFRES and ANG personnel, who have been displaced by BRAC Cmission, 
or similar force restructures, are still a valuable defense resource. 
However, I am not aware of a coordinated AFRES/ANG Human Resource Program to 
help conserve the utilization of these displaced personnel. 

(2). Streamline Transfer of Personnel Between AFIZgS and AMG. To 
help conserve this human resource, I think there is a need for streamlined 
Air Force policies to enable them to easily transfer between AFRES and ANG 
units. I encourage the BRAC Commission, in its Final Report, to include a 
suggestion that senior Air Force management develop such streamlined policies 
to implement "1 Stop ShoppingH to help these personnel join another unit in 
their vicinity. 

d. Runways and Taxiways. Existing runways and taxiways are limited. 
For example, the longelat runway is 7500' long. For example, this is too 
short for a fully-loaded C-5 cargo plane to safely take off. Similarly, when 
existing parking apron areas are occupied by the eight C-130 Hercules 
airplanes currently assigned to the station; the visiting C-5's must park on 
a taxiway. This situation can only be improved by multi-million dollar 
construction projects. 

9. Aerial Insect and Oil Spill Spray Aircraft. The only authorized 
flying training site for this "crop dustingw specialty is at Avon Park AFB, 
FL. It would eave considerable money for these C-130 airplanes to be based 
at the training site, instead of flying back and forth from Ohio. According 
to the Armed Forces Pest Management Board, most of the insect control 
missions have been in the Southeast U.S. Since environmental emergencies can 
suddenly arise, and need to be addressed immediately, it is efficient to base 
these unique airplanes as close as possible to their probable operating area. 
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f. Airport Fire Station. The Government provides fire station 
services for the civilian airport; incurring significant personnel and 
equipment costs. 

g. Air Cargo Terminal. Ohio and Pennsylvania media recently reported 
that the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) transportation manager, Mr. 
30hn R. Pfatt, stated that the Vienna Airport had been identified as the 
preferred site for a Air Cargo Terminal to handle about 4,000,000 tons of 
cargo per year. 

1 .  Air Cargo Terroinal Punding. Although ODOT has a Master 
Plan, there are currently no state contribution grants, or county funds, 
available to build the proposed Air Cargo Terminal from scratch (about 
$40,000,000) . Similarly, although the Vienna Airport currently loses about 
$100,000 a year, the creation of this Air Cargo Terminal could help the 
airport to eventually become financially solvent. 

(2) .  Economic Benefit to Local Conununity. Donation of the 
YoungetowIl Air Reserve Station to the State of Ohio would present ODOT with a 
jet Cargo terminal, including key infrastructure (office space, access roads, 
electrical pover distribution, etc.) already in place. One report noted that 
this Air Cargo Terminal could provide full-time jobs for about 600 people. 

3, 913 Tactical Airlift Group (ABIZES), 107 Tactical Fighter Group (ANG), 
Miagara Fallo International Airport {WIA), WY: CLOSE BASE 

- -  Transfer units to Oriffiss AFB, IW; or (seconday) Hancock AHQ Base, 
Syracuse NY. 

a. Declining Demographic Base. According to local newspapers, the 
military-age demographic base in Northeast New York is declining. In 
addition, the fact that Canada is adjacent to NPIA effeatively cuts the local 
recruitment area in half, thus exacerbating personnel availability situation. 

b. F i r e  Station Services. The G o v e r n m e n t  provides fire station 
services for the civilian airport; incurring significant personnel and 
equipment costs. 

c. Superiolt Facilities at Griffissr AFB, WY.  Bxisring multi-million 
dollar facilities at Griffiss AFB, New York could accommodate both units (an% 
possibly the 174 Tactical Fighte~ Wing (Mtd); Syracuse, WYt or the 109 
Tactical Airlift Group (MW) ;  Schenectady, MY). 

d. Critical Aerial Port of Embarkation Base. Griffiss is a critical 
base to support the air deployment of the Army 10th Mountain Division, nearby 
at Ft. Drum. In addition, several unique Air Force research laboratories 
still operate at Griffiss. 

e. Economies o f  Consolidation. Consolidating ANG and APRBS units to 
Qriffiss should eliminate redundant effort at NFIA, and spread out operation 
costs of Griffiss AFB. In addition, maintenance of Griffiss as an Armed 
Forces Reserve Center (AFRC) - similar to the facility at 20s Alamitos, CA - 
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would eliminate the need to build a costly new runway at Ft. Drum to service 
the 10th Division. 

f. Maximise Coneolidation Savings. Note that f mentioned the 107 
Tactical Fighter Group (ANG); and the 109 Tactical Airlift Group (ANG) in 
this suggestion. As far as I know, these units have not been identiffed by 
the current or previous BRAC Conrmiseion recommendations. Hawever, base con- 
solidation savings should be commensurate with the number of units con- 
solidating at Griffiss. 

4. 178 Tactical Fighter Group ( A W )  - Springfiead MWicigal Airport, OBr 
CLOSE BASE 

- -  Transfer unit to Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, OH, 
a. Duplicate Facilities at Wright-Patterraon AFB. Existing facilities 

at Wright-Patterson (formerly for the 89th Tactical Fighter Squadron - AFRES) 
can accommodate the 178th. Moving the 178th to Wright-Patterson would 
eliminate the cost of maintaining duplicate facilities at Springfield. 

b. Consolidation Savinga, Wright-Patterson is only about 25 miles 
away from Springfield. Moving the 178th to Wright-Patterson would increaae 
utilization of existing there, such as the large PX, and extensive barracks 
facilities (e.g. Hope Hotel and Conference Center). 

5. 126 Air Refueling Wing (ANG) and 928 Tactical Airlift Group (AFWS) ,  
QIIiare International Airport (OIA) ,  Chicago, Illinoi~: W S E  BASE 

- +  TsaasSer one or both units to Naval Air Station Glenview, IL; or Scott 
A m ,  IL. 

a. WAS Glsnview, IL. This Navy Reserve base was previouely identified 
by the BRAC Canmission for closing. However, it could still serve the 
greater Chicago military-age demographic pool by restructuring and 
redesignating it as an Armed Forces Reserve Center (AFRC). 

b. Scott APB, It. Vast new expansion of new runways and facilities at 
Scott AFB, near Belleville, IL are under construction. Although this 
location is too far away from Chicago to utilize Chicago's military-age 
demographic pool, there is room for both unit8 to move there i f  NAS Glenview 
is not available. Collocation at Scott would increase utilization of 
existing facilities there. 

6. 934 Tactical Airlift Group (AFRES), Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport (MSPA), 
: CLOSE U M T  

- -  Tranrafer airglanee, aircraft parking apron, key support facilities, and 
personnel to the 133 Tactical Airlift Wing (W) - also at =PA. 

a. Redundant Potce Structure. Current force structure situation at 
XSPA is clearly redundant: two independent C-130 units - one ANG and the 
other AFRES - at the same base. 



b. Streamline Tranafer of Peraonnel Between APRES and MTG. As 
suggested above, streamlined Air Force policies could enable trained 
personnel to easily transfer between AFRES and ANG nationwide; but 
particularly in this case where both units have the same type airplanes. In 
this example, such policies would help maintain the availability of these 
valuable trained personnel who are already at MSPA. 

c. Potential Non Development Airlift Aircraft (NDA15.1 Locatiod. Please 
refer to the "NDAAn suggestior! above for Pittsburgh, PA. This same NDAA 
strategy could apply to MSPA, as this is the home base for Northwest 
Airlines. MGPA also has favorable airline route advantages, to be an Aerial 
Port of Embarkation (APOE). 

6 .  Limited Exieting mlitary Aircraft Barking Apron. However, the 
combined (133rd and 934th) military parking apron areas existing at MSPA 
could accommodate only about 12 NDAA aircraft. Therefore, if the NDAA would 
be assigned to either unit at MSPA, there would not be enough room for the 
other unit's airplanes, regardless of their size. 

Thank You. 



8. Transportation Contmand Training Center. During peacetime, the 
converted Old Passenger Terminal could be used as a Transportation Command 
Training Center, featuring classrooms and hands-on deployment training 
mockups, e.g. tanks, trucks, computer simulation modulee. This Center could 
be very useful for training reservists from all over the U.S. Similarly, PIA 
is strategically located within the global air transportation infrastructure, 
because so many domestic and international airlines have routes that service 
PIA. 

e. Barracks. Existing barracks at 911 Tactical Airlift Group base can 
a.ccommodate about 1,000 personnel for training or during a crisis. 

f. World-Class Runways, Taxiways, Aircraft Barking Aprons, and 
Passenger Terminal, PIA has recently completed major expansion. For 
example, it now has two runways over 10,000'; and two over 8,000' length; all 
capable of accommodating "wide-bodyw transport aircraft. The New Passenger 
Terminal is one of the largest and most efficient in the world. 

g. Aircraft De-Icing Station. PIA features a new state of the art 
aircraft de-icing station that can service several airliners simultaneously. 
Note this facility is Henvironmentally friendlyH because it recycles tons of 
de-icing fluid. This station can also facilitate military aircraft flying in 
winter months, without hiring additional government personnel or equipment. 

h. Fire Department Services. PfA provides fire department services 
for the two resident military units at this location (911 Tactical Airlift 
Group, and 171 Air Refueling Wing (ANG) .  This eliminates the need for 
additional government personnel and equipment. 

i. Non Davelopment Airlift Aircraft ( N D M ) .  The 911 Tactical Airlift 
Group, using the now-available facilities at PIA, could convert to the NDAA, 
or similar wide-body cargo airplane. This NDAA, which is a converted 
civilian wide-body transport plane, is a proposed supplement to the expensive 
military C-17 Globemaster I1 cargo plane. 

(1). NbAA Assignm8pte to AFRES and WYI O h i t s .  Note that PIA is 
headquarters of U.S. Air Airlines. After Desert Storm, an airlift study 
group suggested that the NDAA be assigned directly to ANG and AFFtgS units, 
that are co-located with major U.S. airlines that belong to the Civil Reserve 
Air Fleet (CRAF) . 

(2 ) .  NDAA Support. In compensation for their CRAF membership, 
these major U.S. airlines would have preference to receive lucrative 
contracts for NDAA aircraft periodic maintenance, plus NDAA air crew and 
maintenance personnel training. Such contracts could help keep these major 
U.S. airlines (which are vital national transportation assets) financially 
solvent. Similarly, these contracts could help the Government save money, 
since the contracts would eliminate the costly need for Air Force depots to 
support another aircraft type. 

(The same strategy could apply for Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport, MN, which is 
the headquarters for Northwest Airlines, and the base for the 133 Tactical 
Airlift Wifig - ANG) . 

2 



Towson, 21286 
Teleghonet 410-296-0437 

Ease Realignment and Closure Connnission 
Att: Air Force Team Chief 
1700 N. Moore St. Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22208 

June 6, 1995 

Subject: Money Saving and Effectiveness Suggestions for Air Force Reserve 
(AFRES) and Air National Guard (ANG): Base Closures and Realignments 

Dear Sir: 

As a conscientious citizen, I am concerned about the economic 
efficienciea of government agencies. The following suggestions, issues and 
concerns are the culmination of private discussions with family members and 
friends who are current or retired AFRES and ANa members. 

These opinions are supported by writings from professional military 
organizations such as the Reseme Officers Association (ROA); National Guard 
Association of the United States (NGAUS) ; the Air Force Association (AFA) ; 
and the Air Force Sergeants Association (AFSA) . 

The specific units discussed in this writing have already been 
identified by the BRAC Commission for further study. The suggestions are 
based on information that is accurate to the best of my knowledge. If any of 
the suggestions and supporting statements appear valid, 1 encourage the 
Research Staff of the BRAC Commission to verify them through their own 
independent sources. 

1. 911 Tactical Airlift Group; Pittsburgh International Airport (PIA), PA: 
RPWAIN OPE# 

a. Recent Addition to Aircraft Parking Apron. PIA authorities 
recently gave the 911th an unused aircraft parking apron area, next to the 
Old Passenger Terminal. This enables expansion to accommodate additional C- 
130 Hercules airplanes, or larger aircraft of a different type (e.g. C-5 
Galaxy, C- 141 Starlif ter) . 

b. Old Passenger Terminal. The Old Passenger Terminal is vacant and 
is still in serviceable condition. I understand that the City of Pittsburgh 
would be .willing to sell or lease the Old Passenger Terminal to the Federal 
Government for a very reasonable, or even nominal cost. 

c. Aerial Port Of Embarkation (APOE) . The Old Passenger Terminal is 
suitable for inexpensive conversion to other purposes. For example, it could 
be easily converted to an APOE facility, under the U.S. Transportation 
Command. This APOE could be especially valuable for assembling, and then 
deploying, activated Guard and Reserve troops overseas during a crisis. 



ALAN J. DIXION, CHAIRMAN 
THE DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND 
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET, SUITE 1425 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22209 

DEAR MR. DIXION 

JUNE 6,1995 

AS A MEMBER OF THE 301 RQS AND A RESIDENT OF BREVARD COUNTY, 
FLA. MY FAMILY AND I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE MEMBERS OF THE 
BRAC COMMITTEE ON THEIR CONSIDERATION OF THE CLOSURE OF HOMESTEAD 
AFB. I AM VERY HAPPY TO SEE OUR MONEY WILL NOT BE WASTED ON 
REBUILDING THAT BASE AND THAT SAID MONEYS CAN BE FOCUSED ON A BASE 
THAT IS ALREADY IN FUNCTIONAL SHAPE AND CAN BE IMPROVED AND NOT 
CLOSED. 

BY CLOSING HOMESTEAD AFB THIS WOULD ALLOW THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
TO INCORPORATE COMMERCIAL AIRLINES IN THAT AREA WHICH WILL PROVIDE 
FAR MORE JOB OPENINGS THAN THE AIR FORCE COULD PROVIDE AND THIS 
WOULD STIMULATE THE ECONOMY FAR BETTER THAN THE MILITARY COULD. 

IN THE EVENT THAT HOMESTEAD AFB IS LEFT OPEN THEN I RECOMMEND 
THAT THE 301 RQS BE LEFT AT PATRICK AFB WHERE FACILITIES ALREADY EXIST. I 
AM SURE THE COMMITTEE HAS REVIEWED THE 301 RQS SITUATION AND HAS 
MADE A FAVORABLE DECISION TO LEAVE US AT PATRICK AFB . IT IS HIGH TIME 
THE 301 RQS PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMILIES BE ALLOW TO SETTLE DOWN IN A 
MORE SECURE AND FAMILY ORIENTED AREA WITHOUT FEAR, THE WAY WE 
ADAPTED TO LIVING IN DADE COUNTY. 

AS FAR AS MISSION REQUIREMENTS AND FEASIBLY OF PERFORMANCE OF 
THESE REQUIREMENTS. WE CAN PERFORM AND HAVE PERFORMED THESE 
REQUIREMENTS FAR BETTER AND CHEAPER FROM PATRICK THAN HOMESTEAD 
AND AGAIN I AM SURE YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF THIS. 

I HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL MAKE THE RIGHT 
DECISION AN GO ALONG WITH THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSES 
RECOMMENDATION AND ALLOW THE 301RQS CHILDREN,WIVES AND HUSBANDS 
TO STAY AT PATRICK AFB WHERE THEY BELONG. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WISE DECISION. 

$420 POSTRIDGE TRAIL 
MELBOURNE FLA. 32934 



Jose A. Torres, Jr. 
1721 SW 92 CT. 

Miami, Florida 33165 

June 2,1995 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

Attn: Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

We have come to expect a high degree of judgement and integrity .from the 
United States Of America. It was therefore as surprising as it was distressing when I heard 
the news that the Homestead Air Force base was being considered to be closed. 

I sincerely hope that some of the people who are making this decision has 
misjudged the importance that this base stands for. 

1. The Homestead Air force Base is strategically located off the most Southern tip of 
the United States. This location is vital siice we all know that just 90 miles 
away lies an aggressive communist country which is Cuba. 

2. Furthermore, is very important to maintain this Base because of it's operations 
with the Caribbean and South American bases. 

3. It is well known that most of the drug traflicking occurs through South Florida 
coasts. Homestead Air Force Base is vital as a support to the DEA and the Coast 
Guard in the war against Drug trafficking. 

As a concerned Cuban American and resident of South Florida. I urge you to join us in 
the pursuit to maintain this facility open and running for the years to come. Thank You. 



Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore St, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

7 June 1995 

SUBJECT: Reference # 95-04 10-3 

I am a member of the 301st Rescue Squadron Brevard Citizen Airman. Since joining 
the 301st, in July of 93, our future has been a mystery. I did not move here from the 
Homestead area so I cannot speak of the living conditions there. All I know of Homestead 
is what I hear from my peers and it doesn't sound like a place I want to live. 

I am from the Central Florida area. My wife is also from this area, working full time 
as a Registered Nurse at one of the local hospitals. We have a son who also works and 
attends school here. We have made a life for ourselves here as have many of my fellow 
workers. 

I spent fourteen years on Active Duty, Air Force, moving from place to place. One of 
the main reasons I joined the ART program was to settle down. The majority 
of the people in the 301st have made a life for themselves here as well. 

Our mission here has expanded to include all Space Shuttle and Range Support 
missions. All of our training requirements are more than adequately filled here at Patrick. 
Why move the 301st again, at the taxpayers expense, just to reopen a base that will have 
to be rebuilt. For those people who want to move us to Homestead to put money into the 
local economy I say; The military's mission is NATIONAL DEFENSE not economic 
support. 

Along with this letter you will find a copy of the Brevard Citizen Airman's 
Declaration of Intent. In it you will find facts and figures concerning money and 
personnel I'm sure you are all too familiar with. Please take the time to read it and 
consider the monetary benefit of leaving the 301st at Patrick. But please most of all 
consider the people and their families who's lives your decision will effect. 

Thank you for yom time. 

udza 
christoph& R. Carter 

The information contained in this letter is the truth to the best of my knowledge. 



BRE VARD CITIZEN AIXIMEN 
OF 

THE 301ST RESCUE SQUADRON 

We, tlie ~nelribers of the Brevard Citizen Airmen of the 301st Rescue Squadron, assigned 
at Patrick AFB, Florida, have realized an urgent need for our Senators and Congressional 
'representatives to thoroughly investigate all interests in our unit returning to I-Iomestead 
Air Force Station (formerly I-ioniestead AFB). 

Ninety-five percent of the 301st unit members, since being assigned to Patrick AFB have 
constructed a new life for themselves and their families in the Patrick AFB and Brevard 
County community. Nearly seventy-percent of unit meliibers acknowledge that they do 
not want to move again! . 
We are first and forenlost Citizen Airmen! Our domestic tentacles reach deep into our 
community. We have not designed our lives to up and move around like our active duty 
counterparts. Our day to day operations evolve around the Space Coast area. Training 
requirements for our personnel can be completely met liere. We have recently received 
additional taskings for Space Shuttle and range support. Both of these r~iissions are in 
Central Florida. Our squadron has grown from 240 positions before hurricane Andrew, to 
over 500 positions in tlie workforce since we arrived at Patrick AFB. The new full time 
erirployees are residents of Central Florida and the vast majority of our reservists are also 
fro111 this region. 

You , as represeritatives of our great nation, are faced witli impending defense cuts that 
have mandated the restructuring of the military as a whole. Our nation's defense budget 
will have shrunk by 25% by fiscal year 1995. The decisions made have directly impacted 
the Air Force Reserves. 

Reportedly, nearly $100 million will be spent to restore Ilomestead AFS. Just the cost of 
constructing new facilities for our unit alone is estimated at $35 million. It will take more 
'than $3.5 million to move unit members to Homestead. Flying time and per diem cost to 
support the space and NASA missions from Homestead will add an additional cost of 
$1.42 million per year. This tax payers money can be saved by leaving the 301st at 
Patrick. 

We have committed ourselves to use all avenues to seek a congressional redirect and keep 
tlie 30 1 st Rescue Squadron, intact, at Patrick AFB to serve tlie needs of our country. 



Nelson T. Secor 
1 13 1 Steven Patrick Ave. 
Indian Harbor Beach, FL. 32937 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425, 
Arlington, VA. 22209 
REF #: 950410-3 

Dear Mr Dixon, 

I am very concerned about action that is proposed by a member of your committee. This individual 
(A retired four star general) has informed the Miami-Dade area that he will take action to return the 301st 
back to Homestead ARB. 

Why is he doing this? Is this individual going to guarantee my personal safety when I am forced to return 
to crime ridden Dade County? The DOD recommended that the 301st remain at Patrick AFB to support the 
Shuttle mission. Nature has started the closure of Homestead ARB and the 1995 BRAC Committee should 
finish it! 

The 30 1 RQS and associated members (families) are becoming established in the Melbourne Florida area 
and have no desire to return to the Miami-Dade area. If this individual is so interested in the return of the 
301st then, he should come to the 301st and meet the people. The point is to get both sides of the story be- 
fore taking action. 

I only ask that in your busy schedule you take the time to see if un-necessary expenditure of taxpayer 
moneys can be prevented by keeping the 301 RQS at Patrick AFB, Florida. 

Thank you for your time and God Bless. 

Sincerely, ,q 

Nelson T. Secor 





* 

7 Jun 95 . 
'--IF Honorable Alan J. Dixon 

Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon, 

As a concerned tax paying citizen, I feel it my place to comment on the current 
proposal for the 301 Rescue Squadron to remain at Patrick AFB. I have been in 
military service for over 12 years, active and reserve. I am a native of Florida and was 
born in the Miami area. 

When first employed with the 301st in August of 1993, I reported directly to the 
Homestead area to live and work on facility design issues for the rebuilding of 
Homestead. We lived in an area that is considered reasonably nice, however, our four 
months there was filled with constant fear of criminal activity. Until this point, I had 
never lived in a town that I had to be concerned about my family going out during the 
middle of the day. 

After four months we were relocated to Rrevard county to work at Patrick AFB. My 
wife is now employed, our children are in good, safe schools and can play in the 
neighborhood without fear of being kidnapped or accidentally shot. In addition, 
housing is within our means here, unlike the Miami area where the average 
rent/mortgage is $1200. 

I cannot understand why so many millions of dollars were appropriated to rebuild an 
installation that had been considered for closure before hurricane Andrew. It would 
seem reasonable that the base should have been closed after the hurricane and given to 
Dade county. 

I appeal to you and the committee to make the wise decision and leave the 301 Rescue 
Squadron at Patrick so the unit can successfully support the space program and 
maintain its' combat readiness. This can only be done with employees who are secure 
about where they live and work. 

Sincerely, 

STEVEN L. POWELL 
1089 Coronado Drive 
Rockledge, FL 32955 



S. LEE KING 
THE DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND 
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET, SUITE 1425 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22209 

DEAR MR. KING 

AS A MEMBER OF THE 301 RQS AND A RESIDENT OF BREVARD COUNTY, 
FLA. MY FAMILY AND I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE MEMBERS OF THE 
BRAC COMMITTEE ON THEIR CONSIDERATION OF THE CLOSURE OF HOMESTEAD 
AFB. I AM VERY HAPPY TO SEE OUR MONEY WILL NOT BE WASTED ON 
REBUILDING THAT BASE AND THAT SAID MONEYS CAN BE FOCUSED ON A BASE 
THAT IS ALREADY IN FUNCTIONAL SHAPE AND CAN BE IMPROVED AND NOT 
CLOSED. 

BY CLOSING HOMESTEAD AFB THIS WOULD ALLOW THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
TO INCORPORATE COMMERCIAL AIRLINES IN THAT AREA WHICH WILL PROVIDE 
FAR MORE JOB OPENINGS THAN THE AIR FORCE COULD PROVIDE AND THIS 
WOULD STIMULATE THE ECONOMY FAR BETTER THAN THE MILITARY COULD. 

IN THE EVENT THAT HOMESTEAD AFB IS LEFT OPEN THEN I RECOMMEND 
THAT THE 301 RQS BE LEFT AT PATRICK AFB WHERE FACILITIES ALREADY EXIST. I 
AM SURE THE COMMITTEE HAS REVIEWED THE 301 RQS SITUATION AND HAS 
MADE A FAVORABLE DECISION TO LEAVE US AT PATRICK AFB . IT IS HIGH TIME 
THE 301 RQS PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMILIES BE ALLOW TO SETTLE DOWN IN A 
MORE SECURE AND FAMILY ORIENTED AREA WITHOUT FEAR, THE WAY WE 
ADAPTED TO LIVING IN DADE COUNTY. 

AS FAR AS MISSION REQUIREMENTS AND FEASIBLY OF PERFORMANCE OF 
THESE REQUIREMENTS. WE CAN PERFORM AND HAVE PERFORMED THESE 
REQUIREMENTS FAR BETTER AND CHEAPER FROM PATRICK THAN HOMESTEAD 
AND AGAIN I AM SURE YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF THIS. 

I HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL MAKE THE RIGHT 
DECISION AN GO ALONG WITH THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSES 
RECOMMENDATION AND ALLOW THE 30 1 RQS CHILDREN, WIVES AND HUSBANDS 
TO STAY AT PATRICK AFB WHERE THEY BELONG. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WISE DECISION. 

@20 POSTRIDGE TRAIL 
MELBOURNE FLA. 32934 



Dear Chairman Dixon, 

With reference to BRAC #950410-3 concerning the 301st Rescue Squadron assigned to 
Patrick AFB, Florida and as a US Taxpayer, I would like to take a few minutes of you and your 
committee's time and explain my feelings regarding remaining at Patrick or returning to 
Homestead. 

My family and myself have been here almost three years in Brevard County. The housing 
market is very reasonable . If we lived in Homestead most likely we would live in Broward 
County if we could find a decent house to afford. 

Keeping us at Patrick would save the government $35 million in constructing new facilities, 
along with $3.5 million to unit members back and this does not even irlclude $1.4 million 
dollars to travel north from Homestead to continue some of our missions. Avon Park a practice 
firing range is very close to Patrick that we use often. 

Sir, I wish you and your committee will allow us to stay at Patrick now that most of us are 
settled in and really have no desire to move. 

Sincerely, 

555 Fourth Ave. 
Satellite Beach, F1. 

32937 



After months of working under extreme conditions after the storm, we as a unit, were reassigned 
to Patrick Air Force Base Florida. On January 1 1, 1993 I packed up all that was left of my 
belongings and moved to an area near Patrick. When we first arrived, we as a unit were told that 
this was going to be our new home base and that Homestead should be of no concern to us. And 
so as a unit we all started to rebuild our lives in Brevard County. 

Myself and others can not see the sense in spending millions of dollars, an estimated 35 million 
to relocate our unit to Homestead ARB and build new facilities. It will take another 3.5 million to 
move unit members to Homestead. We have facilities at Patrick AFB and have been supporting 
NASA's space shuttle missions and Range support missions for the past two years. Both of these 
missions are in central Florida. Our squadron has grown from 240 positions before hurricane 
Andrew, to over 500 positions to support these missions. The new full time employees are 
residents of Central Florida and the vast majority of our reservists are also from the region. To 
move us to Homestead ARB, where we will be doing the same missions, will be costing the 
government 1.42 million more annually. This makes no sense in this "critical" time of Budget 
Cuts! 

1 feel I can say that thousands of others across the nation, whose lives have been severely altered 
by the past decisions of the BRAC and the government, are also unhappy. I believe this has been 
demonstrated by the outcome of "recent elections". If the representatives of the United States 
Government are truly serious about 'Cutting" spending and balancing the federal budget, the 
nation needs to stop and measure (each decision) large or small, that will in effect increase 
money spent on such things as moving the 301 st again. Restraint must comefirst! 

We the members of the Brevard Citizen Airman of the 301 st Rescue Squadron ask you, our 
Senators and Congressional representatives to thoroughly investigate all interest in our unit 
returning to Homestead Air Station (formerly Homestead AFB). Please deliberate on this matter 
and to keep the 301st Rescue Squadron at Patrick Air Force Base. For it is here in Brevard 
County that we feel in our hearts and minds we can perform and contribute to the vision of being 
an unrivaled partner within the Department of Defense. I would greatly appreciate your support 
in this matter. 

The information contained in this letter is the truth to the best of my knowledge. 

Thank You. 

Member Brevard Citizen Airmen 



BRE VARD CITIZEN A I M A N  
OF 

THE 301ST RESCUE SQUADRON 

\ /  ( 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman, The Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission 
.4rlington, VA. 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon. 

My name is Timothy J. Tomasko , and I am a Civil Service and Air Force Reserve employee. I 
was Assigned to the 301 st rescue squadron that was stationed at Homestead Air Force Base. I 
have served in the Armed Forces active duty, and now work for the Civil Service and Air Force 
Reserves for a combined total of 18 years. I have always had a positive attitude and a dedication 
to duty. 

On August 24, 1992 my life was turned upside down and inside out. I am going to try to express 
in writing the magnitude the event "Hurricane Andrew" is having on my life as I now see it and 
live it, and how the decisions which are taking place by my government are affecting my life. 

First let me say that in everyone's life there must be some sort of stability about one's future. On 
August 24, 1992 the future of my life was altered, and to this day, I am uncertain about my future 
employment and "location" with the United States government. 

I am frustrated with the 1993 BRAC'S decision to "close " Homestead Air Force Base and then 
to reopen Homestead as an Air Reserve Base and "spend millions of dollars" to return the 301st 
to Homestead. When I heard about the 1993 BRAC'S decision to ignore the recommendation of 
the Depaxtme~lt of Defense (Don) and move us again, J felt like a piece of furniture to he moved 
at will with no regards to how "I" felt! To move our unit yet again will be painstaking. Haven't 
we had enough pain already with what has happened to us? We have been told that our move is 
not imminent, and that we will have time to plan and make a smooth transition. Excuse me, No 
move is smooth and without undo stress, and I do not want to rebuild my life all over again. 

I did not want to, or do not think anyone should have to endure what myself and others of the 
30 1 st went through, and are still going through, to rebuild our lives. For the first few months 
after the storm, my unit, the 301 st, worked under extreme conditions in a makeshift airport, with 
disregard for our own families and friends, to save over two hundred people's lives. The men and 
women of the 301 st at that time and many other times have distinguished themselves by their 
outstanding achievements. 





301st Rescue, Patrick AFB. The Perfect Combination 
Brought to you by the Brcvard Citizen Airmcn 

.4ugust 1992, Humcane Andrew struck Homestead AFB, destroying virtually everything on the base. The 301st Air 
Rescue Squadron, Air Force Reserve, moved to Patrick AFB. 

1993, The Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRACC) decided to reopen Homestead Air Force base as 
Homestead Air Reserve Station. Tllc 301st, along with tllc 482nd Taclical Figlltcr Wing wcre told to colnplctc UIC riiovc 
back within six years, or 1999. 

This decision, although strongly questioned for its merit, may have been a wise one for the 482nd. As for the 301si, 
the BRACC was not infornled of many factors that make Ulis decision inlpraclical, both for dcfcnse and budgetary 
reasons. Since that time, many major events have come to pass that further wea!ten arguments for the 30lst's return, and 
strengthen the real need for the 30 1st to remain at Patrick. 

The goal of the Brevard Citizen Airmen is a delaying of all major expenditures until after the 1995 BRACC reviews 
all the facts. This is within BRACC rulcs, since the unit has six years from the 93 BRACC to return. The BRACC has 
rcvcrsed tllenlsclves in tile light of new evidence many times before. 

Why the 301st shouldn't be a t  Homestead: 

1. The deciding reason for Homestead's reopening was the presumed threat from Cuba. The 301st staged at 
Homestead would be a hindrance, rather than an asset, against this threat: 
a) The aircraft would be sitting within striking range of Cuban bombers in the event of a preemptive 

strike. Homestead's only defense is two alert F-16s, which could be drawn away or run low on gas with 
a feint, leaving all the base's aircraft helpless against attack. 

b) In the event of a conflict, the 30lst's HH-GOG air-refuelable helicoplers could easily reach Cuba from 
Patrick, while stationed outside cuban striking radius. 

-- C) Having ten helicopters and six HC-130s (which only need 3,000 feet of dirt strip to land on) would 
waste valuable ramp space needed by aircraftrespznding to the conflict. 

The other reason was local economic impact. There are better and cheaper ways of capitalizing on Homcstcad's 
airfield assets. 
a) A portion of the 20-30 million dollars proposed for the 301st's facilities could be spent on other 

organizations who can save, not waste money by being at Homestead. Thc Coast Guard, Army 
Reserve, Customs, and other agencies have reportedly expressed interest. This would save 3 million or 
nlore in relocation funds, plus a nullion illore a year. 

b) The best long-term solution is incentives for job creating and tax gcnerating private businesses. 
C) Eventually, due to Miami's growth and airfield congestion, this will occur. And just like every other 

unit that is on or near a major airport, the 301st will someday become an unwelcome guest. 

Why the 301st Should be a t  Patrick: 
Patrick's proximity to training arcas, space facilities, peacetime rescuc sectors, and being closer to the rest of tllc US 

in general is paramount for slow-moving helicopters 'and prop aircraft. 

1. Avon Park Bombing Range is 100 miles closer to Patrick This is the 30lst's most used training area, and the 
need for it grows as more crews qualify in night vision goggle (NVG) operations. 
2) Before the  trove, crews open deployed to PatrickJor 2-3 days to take advantage oJAvonls range. Long 

NVG sorties from homestead exhausted crews, and decreased safety margins. 
2. Central Florida's varied terrain is better for training than the Everglades. The Everglades restoration project 

could make the park off limits sometime in the future, as it once was. 
3. Space support missions north of here at Cape Canavcral are becoming a large part of the 30lst's flying 

operation. Supporting NASA from Homestead would waste aircraft flying lours and funds plus: 
a) Spare aircraft would also have to be flown up. 
b) It would decrease response time, and drastically conlplicate things. 

c) Many lnore hours would be wasted flying back and forth to gct grounded aircraft rcpaired. 



4. The 301st sliares long-range rescue coverage of the cast coast wiUi the New York Air National Guard. Patrick is 
still south of our "average" rescue. 

5 .  Most otl~cr training, opcrationd, xld mointcnxicc support missions arc all norlh of I~crc. 
6.  The low cost, yet high standard of living attracts a quality work force to the Patrick area. 
7. Patrick is approximately six to seven times less likely to be hit by a Humcane than Homestead. 

Why Now More Tllnn Ever 
Since the 93 BRACC, many inlportant things have happened, making Patrick the obvious choice. 

1. AII active duty squadron closed at Patrick, leaving Uic 301st amplc facilities. The two active duty rcscuc 
squadrons here may also leave soon, leaving behind excellent facilities. To abandon 2 sets of facilities, empty 
Patrick of its last flying unit, and spend 23-33 million in relocation costs for no apparent reason is inexplicable. 

2. Due to increasing worldwide rescue demands, the reservcs have to take over the space mission in order to 
allow more active duty forces to deploy. The 301st must be at Patrick to do this mission effectively. 

3. The 482 is having unexpected difficulty manning its slots. Relocating the 301st, already short of personnel 
wodd make it worse for both units. 

4. The threat from Cuba decreases almost daily, and Miami grows south steadily. 
5.  The 301st is working hard to set up an outstanding operation at Patrick. Someone not involved can't understand 

the work involved in establisiling a big, complex unit. Years of work would be lost by moving. 

The  Obvious Solution 
Fund a replacement for the 301st at Homestead. This would still save millions in relocation and continuing support costs, 
while supporting the local econonues of both Homestead and Patrick. 



THE FOLLOWING BRAC REFERANCE # 950410-3 IS FOR 301ST BRAC 
CORESPONDENCE. 

ALAN J. DIXON,CHAIRMAN 
THE DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND 
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET, SUITE 1425 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22209 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS LETTER IS THE TRUTH TO THE 
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 



BRE YARD CITIZEN A I M E N  
OF 

THE 301ST RESCUE SQUADRON 

We, the members of the Brevard Citizen Airmen of the 301st Rescue Squadron, assigned 
at Patrick AFB, Florida, have realized an urgent need for our Senators and Congressional 
'representatives to thoroughly investigate all interests in our unit returning to Homestead 
Air Force Station (formerly I-Ion~estead AFB). 

Ninety-five percent of the 301st unit members, since being assigned to Patrick AFB have 
constructed a new life for themselves and their families in the Patrick AFB and Brevard 
County community. Nearly seventy-percent of unit members acknowledge that they do 
not waut to move again! . 
We are first and foremost Citizen Airmen! Our domestic tentacles reach deep into our 
community. We have not designed our lives to up and move around like our active duty 
counterparts. Our day to day operations evolve around the Space Coast area. Training 
requirements for our personnel can be completely met here. We have recently received 
additional taskings for Space Shuttle and range support. Both of these missions are in 
Central Florida. Our squadron has grown from 240 positions before hurricane Andrew, to 
over 500 positions in the workforce since we arrived at Patrick AFB. The new full time 
employees are residents of Central Florida and the vast majority of our reservists are also 
from this region. 

You , as representatives of our great nation, are faced with impending defense cuts that 
have mandated the restructuring of the military as a whole. Our nation's defense budget 
will have sluunk by 25% by fiscal year 1995. The decisions made have directly impacted 
the Air Force Reserves. 

Reportedly, nearly $100 million will be spent to restore Homestead AFS. Just the cost of 
constructing new facilities for our unit alone is estimated at $35 million. It will take more 
than $3.5 million to move unit members to Homestead. Flying time and per diem cost to 
support the space and NASA missions from Homestead will add an additional cost of 
$1.42 million per year. This tax payers money can be saved by leaving the 301 st at 
Patrick. 

We have committed ourselves to use all avenues to seek a congressional redirect and keep 
the 301st Rescue Squadron, intact, at Patrick AFB to serve the needs of our country. 



', 
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CORESPONDENCE. 
THE FOLLOWING BRAC REFERANCE # 950410-3 IS FOR 301ST BRAC 

ALAN J. DIXON,CHAIRMAN 
THE DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND 
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET, SUITE 1425 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22209 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS LETTER IS THE TRUTH TO THE 
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 



U?ar S i r ,  
l3y now yoar coni~ni ss ion has rreccived niimerous l e t t e r s  Frorn the Rrevard Ci t izen 
concerning the re turn  of the 301 Rescu? Squardron's te, II~mestead A i r  Reserve 
B.lse. 

This group has presented numerous ha l f  t r u t h s  and some possible 1 j ~ s . I  w i l l  
t r y  t o  correc t  these xi t h  the  f a c t s  br forc  me. 

Ttie-ji say thcre a r e  ovcr 500 u n i t  ir~errlbersir~ tllc 301 arid 952 of the h l l  time 
e:r;ployecs J ive  here and the vas t  ina j o r i t y  cf the r ~ s e r v i s t s  a r e  from th i sa rea .  
Tliis is not even c lose  tc being correc t  .By t h r  11nit r ~ c o l l  rc;o..;tcr,whizh lists 
every u n i t  rfienibers address and phone numbor,there a r e  over 175 u n i t  rilembers 
t h a t  do not l i v e  with i n  the Brevard County area  and not even c lose  t o  t h i s  county. 
Tliis equates t o  almost 40% of th2 members riot l i v i n g  here.  How t h i s  group came 
up with these f igures  of 95% andnvast majority" is.boyound ne.1 can ccnfirm 
my rlmbers by the  r e c a l l  r o s t e r .  Due t o  the privacy a c t  and the f a c t  1 could 
ge t  i n t o  trouble by re lease ing i t  t o  you wi t l~out  proper author i ty ,T have not  
e r d o s e d  i t , b u t  i f  you request i t  I w i l l  receive prexissior;. 

A s  f a r  a s  the I00 mi l l ion  d o l l a r  f igure  quoted t o  you,T do not ]<now where tha t  
came fron.The unit a t  II~mestead r i g h t  now has almost a l l  t h e i r  bui ld ings  
coxpleted azd a s  f a r  a s  the 35 mil l ion  d o l l a r  f o r  the 301 t h i s  is  once aga:'n 
a 1ie.The cos t  was s e t  two years  ago f o r  under 20 mi l l ion  dollars .1have some 
of the f a c t s  which f o r  the three  main hangars the cos t  were 9.5 mi l l ion .1  do 
not bel ieve the o ther  three suppcrting buildings could cos t  the o the r  25 mill-jon 
a s  s t a t e d  by Breyard Citizens.Oncc again you car] confirm my f igures  by 
t a lk ing  t o  the  design company of S p i l l i s  Candela & Partners of 800 Douglas Zntrance, 
Ccral  Calbles,FL 33134 

Alr,o,to s t a y  a t  Pat r ick  AFB,it w i l l  cos t  app. 10- 15mill ion, thc f i g c r e s  have not  been 
confirmed by anyone,but t h i s  mor,ejr would:have t o  be a l lo t ted .The money f o r  the  
301 is  PDT DOD money,but hurricane money,zllotted f o r  Hcrr~cstead and Homestead 
on!y. So a s  you can see,it w i l l  r e a l l y  cos t  ZERO f o r  buildings a t  IIomestead!! 
But t o  s t a y  a t  Patric!c,yoc;r zomiss ion  must come up with funds f o r  t h i s  base. 

A s  f a r  as the c o s t s  t o  move the u n i t  rneinbzrs back t c  Hcrnestezd,their f i g u r e s  
rnav o r  may not be cor rec t  (Qucted3.5M)but i f  you d i r e c t  u s  bac!c t o  lfon~estead,our 
manning w i l l  g s  down-by app. 30 members withn cos t  savings per year o f .over  
1 . 2  mil l ionlThis more than proves tha t  i t  is  more cos t  c f f i c e n t  t o  Rove us  
back t o  ,Yomestead and a l s o  save the taxpayers money per year not a one t i n e  
savings by s taying a t  Pat r ick .  

A s  f a r  as the  NASA missions a t  P a t r i c k , i t  i s  a joke t o  believe t h a t  we iWSt do 
it.kJe a r e  chargingNASA over 3 mil l ion per yearI f  NASLI, wsnts t o  save money, 
thcy shculd contrac t  out i ~ s t e a d  c f  using the 30l.Plus tha t  nlissjon is  
impacting our t r u e  mission which is  combat rescue.l.Je r;iust move t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  
around and cause our r e s e r v i s t  t o  . lose  Crainj ng time .Also remember t h a t  the 
NASA mission has ncthing t o  do with the DC)D,as such,should not even come i n t o  
play i n  your decgsicn c f  where the  301 goes. 

The decisior, t o  send the 301 back t o  Hcmestezd during the  lzs t  BMC was a 
scund and prudent one, and your ccmrnission should follow s u i t  and do the 
what is  bes t  f c r  the  taxpayers, the 301,thz Air Force and the country. 



A l a n  J .  D i x a n  
C h a i n m a n ,  B R A C  

1 7 0 0  N .  Moare  S t .  
S u i t e  1 4 2 5  
A r l i n g t o n ,  V A .  22209  

Miami ,  F L  3 3 1 8 6  

J u n e  1 6 ,  1 9 9 5  

D e a r  A l ,  

I am w r i t i n g  a b a u t  H a m e s t e a d  A F B ,  F L .  It was  a  t r a v e s t y  when H A F B  

was p l a c e d  a n  tTie C l a s u n e  l i s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g e  . . .  P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t -  
a n  Bad p r e m i s e d  a f t e r  Andrew lie w a u l d  r e b u i l d  i t .  . . s a  d i d  P r e s -  
d e n t  Bush wBo was  i n  a f f i c e  t h a n .  w i t h  g a a d  s e n s e  i t  was s a v e d ,  
b u t  i t  i s  a  m a e k e r y  af i t s  f a z m e r  p r e s e n c e . .  . . n o  h o s p i t a l ,  n o  
c a m m i s s a r y ,  e t e .  Now, j u s t  d u e  t a  f h a f  i d i a t  B e e g s t r a n  A F B  i t s  
b a c k  a n  t h e  l i s t  d e s p i t e  i t s  b e i n g  u s e d  s i n e e  1 2 9 9 2  f o r  a p e x - a t i , > n e  
a g a i n s t  C a s t r u  a n d  i n  H a i t i ,  e t e .  

New, e v e n ,  SautACamm i s  e a i n g  fiere f a a m  Panama s e e n ,  a n d  n e e d s  ? 

l a c a t i a n  . . . p  u t  SauthCamm a n  H a m e s e a t  A F B .  B r i n g  t h e  o t R e v  q u a d l  rr 
b a c k  ... b r i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  b a c k .  TBe C a a s t  G u a r d  i s  a  b i g  p l - e r e n c e  
i n  a n d  a r a u n d  M i a m i ,  t h e  s e r v i c e  members  e f  t h e  C a a s t  G u a r d  
n e e d  a  B a s p i t a l ,  n e e d  a  BX n e e d  a  c a m m i s s a n y ,  e r e .  T h e  USA n e e d @  
H o m e s t e a d  E e f l  s t r a t e g i c  a p e n a t i a n s .  

L e t s  b u i l d  t h e  h a s p i t a l  t h a t  was a b a u t  to b e  bu- i l f  i n  l a t e  1 9 9 2 ,  
l e t s  b u i l d  f a r  SauthCamm. The  US t a x p a y e v  i s  s p e n d i n g  a  f o r t u n e  
o n  Champus m e d i c a l  i n s .  p a y m e n t w s  f a r  C a a s t  G u a r d ,  a n d  f a r  d e p e n d e  
n t s  a n d  u e i n e e s  i n  t h e  Miami a r e a  when i f  fKere were a h o s p i t a l  
h e p e  a n  a m i l i t a r y  b a s e ,  t h e  e a s t s  w a u l d  b e  c u t  by 7 5 % .  

Keep H a m e s e a d ,  b r i n g  b a c k  H a m e s t e a d  a s  i t  s h o u l d  b e ,  l e t s  s t u p  
t B i s  t r a v e s t y  . . . .  

~ f i a n k s ,  A l ,  



TEAM MIAMI 
D A D E  C O U N T Y  F L O R I D A  

May 19, 1995 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman: 

The South Florida community was deeply shaken last week by the news that Homestead Air 
Reserve Base will be considered for closure by the 1995 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

We believe nothing has changed which justifies modiflmg the 1993 decision to retain Homestead, 
the 482nd Fighter Wing and the 301st Rescue Squadron. To the contrary, only Homestead Air 
Reserve Base is able to meet the unique challenges of the Caribbean Basin, as demonstrated so 
dramatically by the Haitian buildup, and the continued uncertainty of America's relations with 
Cuba. Homestead ably satisfies the strategic and operational requirements of the Air Force and 
Department of Defense, the demands of a tightening defense budget, and the economic recovery 
and development needs of the South Dade County area. In fact, its value is such that we 
recommend the Commission give full consideration to increasing the extent of the realignment at 
Homestead to maximize its strategic and economic value. 

Homestead has been placed in an unenviable "double jeopardy" position. Community 
representatives worked closely with the Air Force, the Department of Defense and the 
Commission's staff during the intense process that led to 1993's Commission decision to keep the 
two Reserve units at Homestead. Now the community faces the prospect of again defending the 
base's value. 

We believe it is neither necessary nor in the country's best interests to revisit closing Homestead. 
However, we stand ready to provide you, your fellow Commissioners, and your staff with the facts 
you will need to decide. We wholeheartedly support: 

The continued presence of the 482nd Fighter Wing 
The return of the 301st Rescue Squadron 
The economically feasible transfer of base facilities to local authorities 

Accomplishing these goals would only partially correct the major economic dislocation the 
community experienced because of the humcane and subsequent base realignment. The 
community continues to diligently evaluate and implement all other reasonable, long term, non- 
military, public and private uses for the remainder of the property. However, losing the "anchor 
tenant" reserve units from Homestead Air Reserve Base would exponentially increase the difficulty 
and complexity of the redevelopment effort. 

ONE WORLD TRADE PLAZA SUITE 2400 80 SOUTHWEST EIGHTH STREET MIAMI, FLORIDA 33130 
PHONE: (305) 536-8000 FAX: (305) 375-0271 TELEX 69741 15-BEAINTIL 



.Page Two 

W e  look fonvard to working with you to preserve a winning solution - one that will continue to  
produce a positive result for Dade County, the Statc of Florida, and for America. 

Sincerely, f l  A 

Hon. Lawton Chiles Hon. Buddy MacKaj Hon. Bob Graham 
Lt. Governor 

Hon. Connie Mack 
US Senate 

a d  
Hon. Alcee Hastings 
US Congr US Congress 

Hon. Clay fi 
US Congress 

The Florida Senate 

Hon. Larcenia J. Bullard 
Florida House of Rcps. 

c + c f b  
Comm. Dennis Moss 
Metro-Dade County Board Mc!rc-bde County Boar:! 
of County Commissioners - I< of County Commissioners 



William 0. Cullorn 
/ Chamber South President Chair 1 

Military Affairs Committee .lq The Gre~rcr Miami Cllambcr Greater South DadelSouth 

Robert Jensen .I Charles Johnson 
Greater Homestead/Florida City Greater Miami Chamber President 
Chamber of Commerce of Cor~r;lcrce First Marine Division 
Military Affairs Colnnlittcc Mililar?, Affairs Coril~nittec South Florida Cllaptcr 

Evan Reese Bob Epllng John C. Anderson 
Chair 
Greater Hon~estead/Florida City The Beacon Council 
Chamber of Con 

Donald Slesnick 
Con\.cning Chair Co-Chair 

Perrine/Cutler Ridge Council Team Miami HARB 

,!!I&%. 
' Frank Kovacs 

President President 
Air Force Association Marine Corps Reserve 
Denlilly Chapter Oficer Association 



18 June 1995 

To: Alan J.Dixon ,Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore St. Suite 1425 
Arlington Va.22209 

Ref. Homestead Air Force Base 

This is one of the most STRATEGIC BASES that we have in the Caribbean,South 
American area. Why close this when other places are merely show places. 

Without this Base you are denying the American people a lot of protection that they 
deserve. So again I make my request for the benefit of the American people do not 
close the Homestead Air-Force Base 

-r- 
_L -LL z- L- L L  

,ohn J. Mackel 
28080 S.W. 159th Ct. 
Homestead Fla. 33033 



The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
Attn: Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

1 9 JUN 1995 

Mr. Dixon: 

I am writing this letter in reference to the BRAC Commission's planned realignment of the 30 1 st Rescue 
Squadron. The 30 1 st was originally at Homestead AFB, FL and was relocated to Patrick AFB, FL when 
Hurricane Andrew hit the South Florida area. The people employed by the 301st and their friends, family 
and loved ones have been through so much because of the Hurricane, the relocation and a great deal of 
stress not knowing what their future is. The employees of the 30 1 st don't want to leave Brevard County - 
the schools are better here, the quality of life is better here, there is less crime and more affordable housing 
here. These people have spent an enormous amount of money, time, and experienced a tremendous 
amount of grief uprooting their families during the Hurricane and subsequent relocation to Brevard 
County. It will be too hard on these families to uproot them again. My opinions from this perspective 
come from having a close relationship with one of the employees of the 301st and fusthand knowledge of 
what they have been through. My opinion as a tax payer is that it is foolish and a waste of resources to 
spend tax dollars to revitalize Homestead AFB. Why spend the money fixing this base up? Why not keep 
the 301 st at Patrick AFB? There are a number of reasons why it makes more sense to keep the 301st at 
Patrick: 1) they support the shuttle and other missions at the Cape, therefore they are closer to the people 
they support. If the 301st is relocated back to Homestead, there will be significant costs involved in 
providing continued support to the shuttle operations (approximately $lM per year), 2) some say the 
estimated cost to restore Homestead AFB is in the range of $100M - $1B. This is ridiculous to spend that 
kind of money when the facilities at Patrick can easily accommodate the 301st and support its mission, 3) 
it will cost approximately $20M just to move the 301st back to Homestead. These are just a few of the 
many considerations that need to be taken into account when looking at the proposed realignment of the 
301st. 

Please consider these issues when making your decision on which bases to close or realign. Please, leave 
the 301st at Patrick AFB. This is the most fiscally responsible decision and is best emotionally for the 
families involved. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments. Please keep the 301st at Patrick AFB. 

Sincerely, 

u ~ e a n n e  E. Braddock 
193 1 Fabien Circle 
Viera, FL 32940 



June 21, 1995 

The Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Our community was recently concerned upon learning that the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission is again 
considering closing Homestead Air Reserve Base (@@BRACw). 

We believe it is neither necessary nor in this country's best 
interest to close Homestead. Nothing has changed which 
justifies modifying the 1993 decision to retain Homestead, 
which returned the 482nd Fighter Wing, and directed the 
return of the 301st Air Rescue Squadron. 

Homestead's important military value to our Nation's defense 
has been dramatically displayed by its role in Operation 
Restore Democracy in Haiti in late 1994. Homestead has also 
processed 500 Cuban migrants per week during the past ten 
months, as a result of events last summer. Due to its geo- 
strategic location, Homestead is the only base in the United 
States from which these missions could be accomplished. The 
continued uncertainty of America's relations with Cuba, 
coupled with the fact that three of the last four armed 
American interventions have occurred in the Caribbean/Latin 
American region, are strong evidence in support of the need 
for retaining Homestead. 

Homestead ably satisfies the strategic and operational 
requirement of the Air Force, law enforcement agencies, and 
the Department of Defense, as well as the tightening defense 
budget. In the words of Major General Sherrard, Vice 
Commander of the United Air Force Reserve, during his 
testimony before BRAC on June 9, @@Homestead Air Base is most 
certainly one of our better locations and its closure would 
be most unfortunate." 

Our community is confident that the commission will reach the 
best decisions based upon what is strategically sound for all 
Americans, and will retain Homestead Air Reserve Base. 

Sincerely, 

~Q&+*am 
Charles F. Miller 



June 21, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Honorable Dixon, 

The people of Riverside, Moreno Valley, and the Inland Empire do want the Marines at March 
Air Force Base. The area has already been hit hard enough with the closure of Norton Air Force 
Base and the Inland Empire doesn't need any more trauma. The communities surrounding March 
want the Marines at March, the Joint Powers Commission want the Marines at March.. .The 
Marines want the Marines at March, and we want the Navy to want the Marines at March!!! 

How about it? The economy here in the Inland Empire, as well as Southern California, has been 
hit hard by the defense industry and we feel we deserve better. I work in a retirement care 
community and the residents are all retired military and/or their spouses. They moved to this 
area to be near a military base and now the facilities are being taken away. The economy is 
already bad in our local area and by removing everything we have, it will be even worse. 

Please reconsider the effect of our community by NOT bringing the Marines to March. We have 
most of the facilities they need, the runway is not overcrowded with existing planes and the 
people here will welcome them with open arms. In short, we need them as much as they need 
US. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and listen to the people of our community 

Sincerely, 

Sandra K. Lynch 
7055 Poco Senda 
Riverside, CA 92504 



L t .  Col. Jerry M. Baran USAFTl-Ret- 
13935 So. Biscayne River Drive 
Miami, Florida 33161 

June 21, 1995 

Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Co&ssion 
1700 North -re Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 33309 

Dear Mr. D k n :  

The Homestead Air Reserve Base should mt be closed down since it is a 
military-civilian airf ield.  The strategic location is ideal as a training 
base a t  a reasonable cost. The Air Reserve Base is ideally located military 
wise with the weather being very favorable year round. 

Restoring the Homestead Air Reserve Base to  f u l l  operational status muld 
give the c o m i t y  better econcany, return jobs t o  those that  los t  thei r  
employment and it muld bring m r e  revenue to Dade County. 

The 301st Rescue SQuadron should ke returned to Homestead Air Reserve Base 
a s  promised by Base Realignment and Closure Comnission. In 1993 &SAC order- 
ed the realignment of Homestead into a reserve base and a joint military- 
civilian airport, but that  order was never mple ted .  

The 482nd Fighter Wing should also remain a t  Homestead Air Reserve Base, 
since it was already fully funded out of a special supplemental appro- 
priations b i l l  that  Congress approved in  1992 for hurricane re l ief  a t  
Hanestead. The mnies should remain a t  the Air Reserve Base. 

I strongly urge that every effor t  be made not t o  close Hamestead Air 
Reserve Base but rebuild it so that  it w i l l  again be an asset t o  be 
proud of. Homestead Air Reserve Base should be returned to the same or 
better status than it was before Hurricane Andrew. The location is so 
important military wise. 

I flew seventy-eight oombat ixxnber mission in Europe during WW 11, I was 
a POFJ and I know that  it takes years to  t ra in  personnel for a required 
mission. This base f i t s  the requirement perfectly. 

Again I urge that  every effort  be made on your par t  t o  restore Hanestead 
Air Reserve Base and keep it open. 

L t .  Col. USAFR-Ret. 

JMB: Is 



The Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
June 20, 1995 
Page Two 

Our community is confident that the Commission will reach the best decisions based upon 
what is strategically sound for all Americans, and will retain Homestead Air Reserve Base. 

Sincerely, 

peter W. Roulhac 
Vice President 
Director of Community Programs 



First Union National Bank 
of Florida 

200 South Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 331 31 

~ f l 8 ~  June 20, 1995 

The Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlizgioiz, TY 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Our community was deeply concerned upon learning that the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission is again considering closing Homestead Air Reserve Base 
("BRAC1>. 

We believe it is neither necessary nor in the country's best interest to close Homestead. 
Nothing has changed which justiJies modibing the 1993 decision to retain Homestead, which 
returned the 482nd Fighter Wing, and directed the return of the 301st Rescue Squadron. 

Homestead's important military value to our Nation's defense has been dramatically 
displayed by its role in Operation Restore Democracy in Haiti in late 1994. Homestead has 
also processed 500 Cuban migrants per week during the past ten months, as a result of 
events last summer. Due to its geo-strategic location, Homestead is the only base in the 
United Statesfiom which these missions could be accomplished. The continued uncertainty 
of America's relations with Cuba, coupled with the fact that three of the last four armed 
American Interventions have occurred in the CaribbeadLatin American region, are strong 
evidence in support of the need for retaining Homestead. 

Homestead ably satisjed the strategic and operational requirements of the Air Force and 
the Department of Defense, as well as the demands of a tightening defense budget. In the 
words of Major General Sherrard, Vice Commander of the United States Air Force Reserve, 
during his testimony before BRAC on June 9, "Homestead Air Base is most certainly one of 
our better locations and its closure would be most unfortunate". 



Jose C. Cancela Telemundo Group, Inc. 
Executive Vice President 2340 West 8th Avenue 

Hialeah. FI 33010 

June 22,1995 

The Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission ., , L 

1700 North Moore St., Suite 1425 0 

Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Our community was deeply concerned upon learning that the Defense 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission is again considering closing 
Homestead Air Reserve Base ("BRAC"). 

We believe it is neither necessary nor in the country's best interest to 
close Homestead. Nothing has changed which justifies modifying the 
1993 decision to retain Homestead, which returned the 482nd Fighter 
Wing, and directed the return of the 301st Rescue Squadron. 

Homestead's important military value to our Nation's defense has been 
dramatically displayed by its role in Operation Restore Democracy in 

T Haiti in late 1994. Homestead has also processed 500 Cuban migrants 
per week during the past ten months, as a result of events last summer. 
Due to its geo-strategic location, Homestead is the only base in the 
United States from which these missions could be accomplished. The 
continued uncertainty of America's relations with Cuba, coupled with the 
fact that three of the last four armed American interventions have 
occurred in the CaribbeanILatin American regions, are strong evidence in 
support of the need for retaining Homestead. 

Homestead ably satisfies the strategic and operational requirements of 
the Air Force and the Department of Defense, as well as the demands of a 
tightening defense budget. in the words of Major General Sherrad, Vice 
Commander of the United States Air Force Reserve, during his testimony 
before BRAC on June 9, "Homestead Air Base is most certainly one of 
our better locations and its closure would be most unfortunate." 

Our community is confident that the Commission will reach the best 
decision based upon what is strategically sound for all Americans, and 
will retain Homestead Air Reserve Base. 

Jos6 C. Cancela 



12388 S.W. 266 Lane 
Homestead, FL 33032 4 D 
22 June i 9 9 5  

Alan J Dixon, Chairman b "' 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Stret, Suite 1435 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir, 

I am in hopes that my letter will be received by you before 
the final decision is made in regards to Homestead Air (Force) 
Reserve Base. Its closing has already had a negative affect 
on real estate in this area, lowering property value by 
$10,000.00. The active duty military who lived in this area 
prior to the Hurricane got relief from the federal government 
for any loss they may have had. We who are retired have no 
such recourse. We are expected to roll with the punches and 
see our assets erode, after President Bush promised that the 
base would be rebuilt. If I hadn't believed him, I would have 
moved. 

We have had many problems coping with the loss of Homestead 
Air Force Base and its support of businesses in our community. 
I know that the local community believed President Bush and 
we did everything we could to keep the base open and the Wing 
from moving to Georgia. I understand that it has now been 
moved overseas. Not very cost effective. 

I am familiar with the arguments associated with the necessity 
of closing some of the military bases and depots. Yes, I was 
one of the people who came to the Orlando BRAC meeting with 
my tee shirt and pink hat. I know we cannot keep all the bases 
and military establishments, but to close the most important 
base in the southern part of the United States and leave our 
country so vulnerable is a grave mistake. 

We still have a tremendous job to do taking care of the problems 
that were left in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew. We have 
not fully recovered. Many of us homeowners have to re-do shoddy 
work that the licensed contractors did (and Dade County 
Inspectors approved). Many homes are still under restoration. 

The buildings at Homestead Air Reserve Base are concrete block 
structures and are still standing, intact, except that they 
have been gutted for sanitary reasons. Other military 
establishments sent their personnel to salvage anything they 
could. The equipment from the base bowling are now in an Air 
Force bowling alley in New Mexico. I am sure it and everything 
else that left Homestead AFB was transferred by a 601b or a 
hand receipt. Still, I suspect the cost of the items was added 
to items destroyed by Andrew. Maybe if all the items written 



off were just transferred back in, that could be a cost saving 
measure for the reactivation of the base. 

Homestead was the facility selected to provide support for the 
actions in Panama, Haiti and Grenada because it is within easy 
range of the Caribbean and all of Central and South America. 
It also has a large storage capacity for weapons, readiness 
materials and fuel. A new state-of-the-art Air Traffic Control 
tower is almost completed. The base should remain open and 
operated by the Air Force with its facilities being fully 
utilized. The 301st Rescue Squadron and tenant units of other 
government agencies would be a start get to get the base 
operating as scheduled, and it could easily bed down F-16s, 
KC-135s and C-130 aircraft. 

BRAC '93 ordered the 301st to be based at Homestead. Since 
their aircraft are experiencing corrosion where they are 
temporarily assigned, and they do not have that problem at 
Homestead it would indicate the move should be expedited.. 

Please keep Homestead open with the 482nd Fighter Wing (Reserve) 
and bring back the 301st Rescue Squadron. The facts show that 
it makes solid military sense. 

Thanks for taking the time to read my letter. 

Hartford Square 



WynCo Realty Partners, Inc. 
i b  ' 

June 21,1995 1 v.w" 
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(/' '\-> 7 \ 
The Honorable Alan Dixon 
Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

- 7.6 fawning that the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission is again considering closing Homestead Air Reserve Base ("BRAC"). 

Vlle believe it is neither necessary nor in the country's best interest to close Homestead. Nothing 
has changed which justifies modifying the 1993 decision to retain Homestead, which returned the 
482nd Fighter Wing, and directed the return of the 301st Rescue Squadron. 

Homestead's important military value to our Nation's defense has dramatically displayed by its role 
in Operation Restore Democracy in Haiti in late 1994. Homestead has processed 500 Cuban 
migrants per week during the past ten months, as a result of events last summer. Due to its geo- 
strategic location, Homestead is the only base in the United States from which these missions could 
be accomplished. The continued uncertainty of America's relations with Cuba, coupled with the fact 
that three of the last four armed American interventions have occurred in the CaribbeanILatin 
American region, are strong evidence in support of the need for retaining Homestead. 

Homestead ably satisfies the strategic and operational requirements of the Air Force and the 
Department of Defense, as well as the demands of a tightening defense budget. In the words of 
Major General Sherrard, Vice Commander of the United States Air Force Reserve, during his 
testimony before BRAC on June 9, "Homestead Air Base is most certainly one of our better locations 
and its closure would be most unfortunate." 

Our-community is confident that the Commission will reach the best decisions based upon what is 
strategically sound for all Americans, and will retain Homestead Air Reserves Base. 

Sincerely, 

WYNCO REALTY PARTNERS. INC. y"4) "i 
Jo ny Winton 

Headquarters: 150 Southeast 2nd Avenue Suite 300 Miami, Florida 33131 
Telephone: (305) 373-2164 Facsimile (305) 373-2167 



William R. Myers 
Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer 

\ 6' L. Barnett Bank of 
South Florida, N.A. 

701 Brickell Avenue 
Miami, Florida 331 31 
3051789-301 1 
fax 789-3034 

June 20, 1995 

--c ' 

'r qh't fiee.wa6m@ * jW~-ohon 

Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Our community was deeply concerned upon learning that the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission is again considering closing Homestead Air Reserve 
Base ("BRAC"). 

Homestead's important military value to our Nation's defense has been dramatically 
displayed by its role in Operation Restore Democracy in Haiti in late 1994. Homestead 
has also processed 500 Cuban migrants per week during the past ten months. Due to 
is geo-strategic location, Homestead is the only base in the United States from which 
these missions could be accomplished. 

Homestead ably satisfies the strategic and operational requirements of the Air Force 
and the Department of Defense, as well as the demands of a tightening defense 
budget. 

Our community is confident that the Commission will reach the best decision based 
upon what is strategically sound for all Americans, and will retain Homestead Air 
Reserve Base. 

Sincerely, 

William R. Myers 



525 Greaton Avenue 
Davie, Florida 33325 
June 20, 1995 

The Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, FA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Our community was deeply concerned upon learning that the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission is again considering closing Homestead Air Reserve Base ("BRAC"). 

We believe it is neither necessary nor in the country's best interest to close Homestead. Nothing has 
changed which justifies modlfjlrng the 1993 decision to retain Homestead, which returned the 482nd 
Fighter Wing, and directed the return of the 301st Rescue Squadron. 

Homestead's important military value to our Nation's defense has been dramatically displayed by its 
role in Operation Restore Democracy in Haiti in late 1994. Homestead has also processed 500 Cuban 
migrants per week during the past ten months, as a result of events last summer. Due to its geo- 
strategic location, Homestead is the only base in the United States fiom which these missions could 
be accomplished. The continued uncertainty of America's relations with Cuba, coupled with the fact 
that three of the last four armed American interventions have occurred in the CaribbeanILatin 
American region, are strong evidence in support of the need for retaining Homestead. 

Homestead ably satisfies the strategic and operational requirements of the Air Force and the 
Department of Defense, as well as the demands of a tightening defense budget. In the words of 
Major General Sherrard, Vice Commander of the United States Air Force Reserve, during his 
testimony before BRAC on June 9th, "Homestead Air Base is most certainly one of our better 
locations and its closure would be most unfortunate." 

Our community is confident that the Commission will reach the best decisions based upon what is 
strategically sound for all Americans, and will retain Homestead Air Reserve Base. 

Sincerely, 

~9 .Lb3 
Thomas M. Pennekamp 



655 South Fair Oaks Avenue 
Apartment L-110 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
9 June 1995 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 
33 1 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

The BRAC proposals, if implemented, will trigger a mass exodus of citizen-soldier Reservists who 
will QUIT the Reserves, rather than COMMUTE unreasonable distances to new weekend training 
sites. 

In my opinion, the BRAC's proposals to close or realign Reserve UnitdCenters are based on 
active duty assumptions Wlitary pays to move their people) which do not apply to reservists 
(Reservists pay to commute to inactive duty weekend training sites). I will use personal 
experience to demonstrate this: 

Between 1963 and 1975, I served twelve (12) years of Air Force active duty at six (6) different 
locations. At four of six locations, I lived in Government quarters on base, so I literally lived, 
worked, shopped, and ate at military facilities. The Air Force directed and hnded my moves 
between locations. In 1966, when I transferred fiom England to Germany, the French 
Government kicked the US troops out of France, so the military relocated their units elsewhere. 
Such will happen to the active duty units "realigned by the BRAC. 

For the past 13 years, I have led a civilian existence in Sunnyvale, California. In 1983, I was a 
drilling Reservist attached to a County Government Agency in San Jose. It was a ten (10) mile 
commute which is short by California Standards. Now here is thepoint: Let us suppose that my 
Reserve assignment was transferred from San Jose to Los Angeles, in a manner sii lar to the 
proposed BRAC scenario. My ten mile commute would become a 400 mile commute. Under 
current rules, I would have to pay for travel to and fiom inactive duty weekend training. The drill 
pay would not offset the travel expenses. CONCLUSION: Displaced Reservists will QUIT 
rather than COMMUTE. The effect is an unplanned drawdown within a planned drawdown. 

TJnless the BRAC can show how Reservists displaced by the proposed closuredrealignments can 
continue their careers without suffering undue hardship to travel unreasonable distances, the 
BRAC's recommendations should be rejected. I ask your support on this time sensitive matter. 

Sincerely, a 

- 
JERRY E. KROMREY 



655 South Fair Oaks Avenue 
Apartment L-110 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
9 June 1995 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senator 
1 12 Senate Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Boxer: 

The BRAC proposals, if implemented, will trigger a mass exodus of citizen-soldier Reservists who 
will QUIT the Reserves, rather than COMMUTE unreasonable distances to new weekend training 
sites. 

In my opinion, the BRAC's proposals to close or realign Reserve UnitsICenters are based on 
active duty assumptions Wlitary pays to move their people) which do not apply to reservists 
(Reservists pay to commute to inactive duty weekend training sites). I will use personal 
experience to demonstrate this: 

Between 1963 and 1975, I served twelve (12) years of Air Force active duty at six (6) different 
locations. At four of six locations, I lived in Government quarters on base, so I literally lived, 
worked, shopped, and ate at military facilities. The Air Force directed and funded my moves 
between locations. In 1966, when I transferred from England to Germany, the French 
Government kicked the US troops out of France, so the military relocated their units elsewhere. 
Such will happen to the active duty units "realigned" by the BRAC. 

For the past 13 years, I have led a civilian existence in Sunnyvale, California. In 1983, I was a 
drilling Reservist attached to a County Government Agency in San Jose. It was a ten (10) mile 
commute which is short by California Standards. Now here is thepoint: Let us suppose that my 
Reseive ass igm~nt  was transferied from Sari Jose to Los hgeles, ill a manner similar to the 
proposed BRAC scenario. My ten mile commute would become a 400 mile commute. Under 
current rules, I would have to pay for travel to and from inactive duty weekend training. The drill 
pay would not offset the travel expenses. CONCLUSION: Displaced Reservists will QUIT 
rather than COMMUTE. The effect is an unplanned drawdown within a planned drawdown. 

Unless the BRAC can show how Reservists displaced by the proposed closures/realignments can 
continue their careers without suffering undue hardship to travel unreasonable distances, the 
BRAC's recommendations should be rejected. I ask your support on this time sensitive matter. 

Sincerely, 



655 South Fair Oaks Avenue 
Apartment L-110 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
9 June 1995 

The Honorable Anna Eshoo 
United States House of Representatives 
308 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Representative Eshoo: 

The BRAC proposals, if implemented, will trigger a mass exodus of citizen-soldier Reservists who 
will QUIT the Reserves, rather than COMMUTE unreasonable distances to new weekend training 
sites. 

In my opinion, the BRAC's proposals to close or realign Reserve UnitsICenters are based on 
active duty assumptions Wlitary pays to move their people) which do not apply to reservists 
(Reservists pay to commute to inactive duty weekend training sites). I will use personal 
experience to demonstrate this: 

Between 1963 and 1975, I served twelve (12) years of Air Force active duty at six (6) different 
locations. At four of six locations, I lived in Government quarters on base, so I literally lived, 
worked, shopped, and ate at military facilities. The Air Force directed and funded my moves 
between locations. In 1966, when I transferred fiom England to Germany, the French 
Government kicked the US troops out of France, so the military relocated their units elsewhere. 
Such will happen to the active duty units "realigned by the BRAC. 

For the past 13 years, I have led a civilian existence in Sunnyvale, California. In 1983, I was a 
drilling Reservist attached to a County Government Agency in San Jose. It was a ten (10) mile 
commute which is short by California Standards. Now here is the point: Let us suppose that my 
Reserve assignment was trmsferred from Sai Jose to Loa Augeles, hi ti owier s i i a r  to the 
proposed BRAC scenario. My ten mile commute would become a 400 mile commute. Under 
current rules, I would have to pay for travel to and from inactive duty weekend training. The drill 
pay would not offset the travel expenses. CONCLUSION: Displaced Reservists will QUIT 
rather than COMMUTE. The effect is an unplanned drawdown within a planned drawdown. 

Unless the BRAC can show how Reservists displaced by the proposed closures/realignrnents can 
continue their careers without suffering undue hardship to travel unreasonable distances, the 
BRAC's recommendations should be rejected. I ask your support on this time sensitive matter. 

Sincerely, 



D2ar Sir-, 
BY now yoar coinrtissj cn has r e c r i  ve:! namzrotls l c  tte;-s fro111 th2 Rrevard Ci t i zen  
collc:ern i ny, tlle rel rlrn of  the  30 1 Resru? Squnr-dron' s t o  IIon~cstend A i r  Reserve 
l i l s ~  . 
Tll ir; group has j~i-c,re~; tcd nwnerous ha1 f' t r l ~ r h s  and scrne p;;ssiblc 1 j es .  T w i l l  
t 1-y t o  co r rec t  these with the f 3 c - t ~  before me. 

'I'?;ey say thcrc a r e  over 500 un i ! 111coll:ers i r ~  tt ic 301 nl~tl 95% cjf the  fa 1 1  Lin~e 
eniployees 1 i v ~  !;ere and the  vas t  nlajorj t y  cf' ttie r e s e r v i s t s  a r e  from th i sa rea .  
This is  not ever1 c losc  tc bei::g correct.By th?  l n l i t  r e c z l l  rooster,which l i s t s  
ei.Pry unj t r~embzrs address and phone nurr;ber,t?;ere a r e  over 175 u n i t  members 
t h a t  do not  1 ive  with i n  the  Brevard County a rea  and not even c lose  t o  t h i s  coutity. 
This equates t o  almost 40% of the members not 1 ivjn;: here.  IJow t h i s  group carne 
11;) wi t h  these f igures  of 95% andWvast  majority" i s  .heyou:~d rrie. I caii confirm 
~ 1 : ~  nlmlbers by the r e c a l l  r o s t e r .  Due t o  the privacy a c t  and the f a c t  f could 
g c t  i n t o  trouble by re lease ing i t  t o  you without proper a l ~ t h o r i t y ,  l have not 
erlclosed i t , b u t  i f  you request  i t  1 w i l l  receive preiriissio;;. 

As f a r  a s  the  100 mi l l ion  d o l l a r  f igure  quotctl t o  you,! do tlot Ic~iow where tha t  
carne fron;.The u n i t  a t  I-Iamcstead r i g h t  r~ow has ahnost a l l  t h e i r  bui ld ings  
c-oxpleted and a s  f a r  a s  the 35 mj l l ion  d o l l a r  f o r  the 301 t h i s  is  once again 
a 1ie.The cos t  was s e t  two years ago f o r  urlder 20 milliorl do l l a r s .  Jhave some 
of the f a c t s  which f o r  the thre? mzin hangars t l ~ e  cos t  werr 9 .5  milLlion.,T do 
riot bel ieve the o the r  three  su~port i ; :g buildings could cos t  the  o the r  25 mi l l ion  
a r  s t a t ed  by Breyard Citizens.Once again you can confirm Injr f i g u r e s  hy 
t a lk ing  t o  the  design co1l;parijr of Spi! l i s  Candela F( Partners  of 800 I)ollp, las Entrance, 
Ccral Calbles,FL 33134 

Also, t o  s t a y  a t  Pat r ick  AFB,i t w i l l  cos t  app. 10- 15rnillior1,:llc f j g \ ~ r e s  !lave iiot h ~ e i ;  
ccnf irmed by anjroze , but th i  s mor:ey wot11~d:t;ave t o  be n l l o  t ted .The money f o r  the  
301 i s  NOT DOD money, but hurricane motley , a l l  o t  Led f o r  Jlcmestead and IJomestead 
only. So a s  you can see,it w i l l  r e a l l y  cos t  ZERO f o r  buildings a t  Romestead!! 
Uut t o  s t a y  a t  Patric!c,yol;r conmission must comc up with furitls for  t h i s  basc. 

A s  f a r  a s  the c o s t s  tc ;  niwe the n i t  meinbers haclc tc IIornestead, t h e i r  figure,.; 
rnay o r  may not be co r rec t  (Qucted3.5M)but i f  you d l r e c  t us  bac!c t o  Ilon~es tead ,  our 
naming  w i l l  g s  down-by app. 30 members withn cos t  savings per year  of over 
1. L rn i l l ionlTl~is  more Ellan proves tha t  i t  is more co:;t cff  ir-ent t o  :r;ove u s  
back t o  Hoxestead and a l s o  save the  taxpayers rnoney per year  not  a one tin:e 
savings by s taying a t  Pa t r i ck .  

A s  f a r  a s  the  NASA missions a t  P a t r i c k , i t  i s  a Joke t o  bel+c.ve tha t  w e  niust do 
i t  .We a r e  chargingPJASA over 3 mi l l ion  per yearI f  NASA wants t o  save morley, 
thcy should zofitract out ins tezd  c f  using the  301.Plus t h a t  mission i s  
impacting our t r u e  mission which i s  combat rescue.liTe ~ ~ 1 s t  move t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  
around and cause our r e s e r v i s t  t o  J ose Crrziining time .Also remember t h a t  thc 
NASA missicn has nothing t o  do with the DOD,as sr;ch,should not  even come i n t o  
p lay  i n  ycur decis icn  cf xhcre the  301 goes. 

Thc  decision t o  send the  301 back t o  tIcniestezd during the  l zs t  RMC was a 
s c ~ ~ ~ d  and prudent one, and your ccrmissior, should follow s u i t  and do the  
what is  bes t  fcr the taxpayers, the 301,the Air Force and thc country. 



JUNE 6 ,  1995 

BENJAMIN MONTOYA 
THE DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND 
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET, SUITE 1425 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22209 

DEAR MR. MONTOYA 

AS A MEMBER OF THE 301 RQS AND A RESIDENT OF BREVARD COUNTY, 
FLA. MY FAMILY AND I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE MEMBERS OF THE 
BRAC COMMITTEE ON THEIR CONSIDERATION OF THE CLOSURE OF HOMESTEAD 
AFB. I AM VERY HAPPY TO SEE OUR MONEY WILL NOT BE WASTED ON 
REBUILDING THAT BASE AND THAT SAID MONEYS CAN BE FOCUSED ON A BASE 
THAT IS ALREADY IN FUNCTIONAL SHAPE AND CAN BE IMPROVED AND NOT 
CLOSED. 

BY CLOSING HOMESTEAD AFB THIS WOULD ALLOW THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
TO INCORPORATE COMMERCIAL AIRLINES IN THAT AREA WHICH WILL PROVIDE 
FAR MORE JOB OPENINGS THAN THE AIR FORCE COULD PROVIDE AND THIS 
WOULD STIMULATE THE ECONOMY FAR BETTER THAN THE MILITARY COULD. 

IN THE EVENT THAT HOMESTEAD AFB IS LEFT OPEN THEN I RECOMMEND 
THAT THE 301 RQS BE LEFT AT PATRICK AFB WHERE FACILITIES ALREADY EXIST. I 
AM SURE THE COMMITTEE HAS REVIEWED THE 301 RQS SITUATION AND HAS 
MADE A FAVORABLE DECISION TO LEAVE US AT PATRICK AFB . IT IS HIGH TIME 
THE 301 RQS PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMILIES BE ALLOW TO SETTLE DOWN IN A 
MORE SECURE AND FAMILY ORIENTED AREA WITHOUT FEAR, THE WAY WE 
ADAPTED TO LIVING IN DADE COUNTY. 

AS FAR AS MISSION REQUIREMENTS AND FEASIBLY OF PERFORMANCE OF 
THESE REQUIREMENTS. WE CAN PERFORM AND HAVE PERFORMED THESE 
REQUIREMENTS FAR BETTER AND CHEAPER FROM PATRICK THAN HOMESTEAD 
AND AGAIN I AM SURE YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF THIS. 

I HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL MAKE THE RIGHT 
DECISION AN GO ALONG WITH THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSES 
RECOMMENDATION AND ALLOW THE 30 1RQS CHILDREN,WIVES AND HUSBANDS 
TO STAY AT PATRICK AFB WHERE THEY BELONG. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WISE DECISION. 

0 POSTRIDGE TRAIL 
LBOURNE FLA. 32934 







EUGENE KOHLY 
10140 SW 100 AVENUE 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33176 
(305) 596-2219 

Dear Mr. Alan J. Dixon, 

I am urging you by this letter to do everything you can to make sure that 
Homestead Air Reserve Base does not close. I am sure that you are well aware of its 
importance not only in jobs to a South Florida that was deeply ravaged by Hurricane 
Andrew, but also to the interest of national defense. The defense considerations I am 
referring to should be readily evident who ever put it on the brack list, but just so you can 
remind them the key strategic importance points of Homestead Air Reserve Base I see 
them are: 

1 .  Its location it is the Southern most Air Base in the Continental 
United States and therefore is of obvious strategic importance 
to any operations within the Caribbean and South America 
base. 

2. We have an aggressive communist country in Cuba, just 90 miles 
off the Southern tip of Florida, which if given the opportunity or 
shown any weakness could be tempted to take advantage of it. 
The lack of an Air Base in South Florida certainly increases the 
danger to citizens in South Florida as long as this mentally 
unstable Cuban leaders is in power. 

3.  Since President Clinton chose South Florida as the new location 
of Southern Command (Southcom), Homestead Air Reserve 
Base's location is even more critical to support this vital operation. 

4. It is well known that much drug trafficking comes in through South Florida 
and Homestead Air Reserve Base could be very valuable when helping to 
prevent. 

Furthermore, I want to point out that Homestead's vital strategic importance was 
proven beyond any reasonable doubt during the built up for the Haitian invasion when it 
was used as a mobilization point for the preparation. 

As a long time resident of South Florida and American patriot I urge you please do 
not let small minded people close down this vital Air Base. 

Sincerely, A 
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REFERENCE # 9504 10-3 

Robert E. Haston 
42 1 Nautilus Dr. 
Satellite Beach, FL 32937 
(407) 777-5959 

20 Apr 95 

Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
\ 

The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir, 

I thank you for your prompt response to my request for the materials presented for Homestead at Birmingham. I 
apologize for my being so agitated when I spoke there. I assure you that it had nothing to do with your honorable 
task, and everything to do with what was presented to you by the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce. You will 
see why when you read the attached report, which details the inaccuracies in their presentation. 

I apologize for the dis-jointedness of this report. This stems !%om the Miami Chamber of Commerce 
presentation not being in line with your criteria, or it's own outline. 

To avoid wasting your time reading future correspondence about points that we already agree on, I have 
enclosed response forms and stamped envelopes. If you could just jot down the points about which you are not 
convinced of at this time, we here would be happy to get all the data you need. I assure you, that we will tell the 
whole truth. For our cause stands strongly entirely on its own merit. 

I am proud to say, that this is the most important task I have ever done for my country. It is well worth the risk 
I feel. As I was leaving, one of the gentleman in the group who was watching me speak said: "You better hope you 
have a job when you get back". I later learned that someone f?om Homestead was watching also. The help you and 
your staff have given me has renewed my faith. It is an honor and a privilege to serve you in your efforts. 

Sincerely, ee Robert E. Haston 



This report analyzes the presentation made by the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce at Birmingham. It is 
structured along their major points. The numbers in parentheses direct you to parts of their text. The consensus 
after reviewing their presentation was: 

The presentation made by the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce was incorrect on every point. 
The number of detailed facts they had in their presentation proves they had an intimate knowledge of the 
30 1st and its operations. How these facts were presented, others omitted; and how conclusions were 
drawn based on no data leads to one most probable conclusion. namely that this was a deliberate attempt 
to mislead the BRAC. 

DEFENSE SECRETARY PERRY'S MODEL RE-USE PLAN: (1) First, If they would have reviewed the laws 
governing the BRAC process, they would have known that prior decisions have no factor in this process. 
Second, the obvious intent of this is to imply that the Secretary recommended that keeping the 301st at Patrick 
was a "model" idea. The opposite is true as his '93 and '95 recommendations to the BRAC prove. It is obvious 
that he was speaking of the planned physical model as an example of a multi-use facility. A unit that needs to 
be in the area (such as Southern Command) would fit well in this model. 

The Secretary's recommendation to the 93 BRAC was for the 3Olst to stay at Patrick, just as it is this year. 
In addition, he recommended for the 482nd Fighter Wing to convert to KC- l35R Air Refueling Tankers 
and move into empty facilities at MacDill AFB, Tampa. This was proven as a wise proposal. There is 
substantial evidence to indicate that the same misinformation that was presented at Birmingham may have 
been a causal factor in the 93 decision to relocate the 30 1st to Homestead. 

Rescue forces were among the top five forces most in demand this past year. Having the 301st 
assume the NASA mission at Patrick freed up an additional active-duty rescue unit, which is 
currently deployed to Kuwait. 
Air Refueling Tankers were higher in demand, while fighter units continue to be converted or closed. 
The '95 proposal includes an active duty Tanker unit to be moved to MacDill. This is presumably to 
fulfill the need for Tanker forces in the Southeast that was not fulfilled by the 482nd. 
By all signs, the Homestead area isn't providing enough qualified people or recruits to meet the 
482nd's needs. I highly recommend that you investigate this. 

SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIES OF SCALE: These presumptions were based on: 
The 482nd and 301st as "related and interdependent"(3) "must be in a position to support-day to day operations 
and specific exercises of the 482nd9'(4) "daily training activities coordinated with F-16 operations" (6) 

lo four vears- the 301st has done no dailv trainm? and onlv 2- 2-dav~ 
. . . . 

olnt exercises with the 482nd. 
Of these, one was at Homestead. It was held over the open ocean. The 482nd simply provided ~-16.f i~hter  
cover for the 30 lst's HC-130 and helicopter. This involves minimal involvement compared to a true Search 
and Rescue Task Force (SARTAF). The other exercise was held with the 301st at Patrick, and the objective 
being Avon Park Bombing Range, 100 miles closer to Patrick and the only overland bombing range in Central 
or South Florida. This exercise was many times more realistic and better for training. This forward 
deployment of slower rescue assets is typical of operations now happening across the world. The key player in 
a SARTAF is the A-10 attack plane. the dedicated rescue support plane, The A-10 directs both the helicopters 
and F- 16 strike aircraft. All A- i 0 units are north of Patrick. 

The statement (7) that the F-16 is designated to "escort rescue assets during contingencies in Southwest 
Asia at this time" may be true. What wasn't said was: This is only because there are no A-10s there now. 
During the war, the A- 10 proved their unique ground attack ability is essential for rescue. The only reason the 
F- 16 can perfom this role (in a limited manner) in Southwest Asia is because it is one of the few places in the 
world that is both completely flat and un-vegetated. 

Of the 482nd's supposed "twenty, 10-day exercises per year with other tactical Air Force units create an 
ideal environment for the 30 1st to achieve its peace time readiness training and real time objectives" (5) The 
301st has not heard of any of these planned exercises occurring, or been invited to one. Furthermore, most of 
these exercises (and any realistic rescue scenarios) would need to would be flown to Xvon Park. 



Patrick was the most common 301st helicopter TDYj?om Homestead because of Patrick's proximity to 
Avon Park Patrick's proximity to the rest of the US, its active-duty support, ample ramp space, outstanding 
facilities, and popular local area make it the obvious choice for most units. This is proven by the several 
SARTAF exercises that have occurred at Patrick, and future exercises that have been committed to. 

How could anyone imply that collocating the 482nd and 30 1 st is efficient, while having units that have 
the exact same aircraft and mission. that can share custom built facilities, and have regularly trained together is 
a "duplication of effort" (9) and "poor readiness planning" (10). Air refueling training, which is always in short 
supply is accomplished often between the 30 1st and 7 1st. Past flying schedules prove this. Many air crew 
evaluations have been saved because of this unique capability. 

[PILOT SAFETY]: (4,5.6) This was not presented as a point, but was mentioned repeatedly with such 
emphasis that it deserves to be addressed separately. Furthermore, to imply to a rescueman that somehow 
helshe is shirking hisher responsibility is a slap in the face that can't very well be put into words. 

The obvious omissions here were: The US Coast Guard (minutes away at Miami) maintains 24 hour alert 
for air rescue coverage for all Florida waters. Dade County Fire Rescue, with 4 helicopters and outstanding 
medical capabilities provides 24-hour coverage for South Florida. The 30 1 st has never sat alert, and is not 
projected to. The 3Olst has performed two military rescues in the last 5 years, one for an active duty F-16 at 
Homestead, the other north of Pamck near a Navy bombing range. The weakest area for rescue coverage is 
between the Coast Guard's Miami and Savannah, GA Air Stations. The 30 1 st from Patrick can respond to 
military mishaps at Avon Park, across Central Florida, and fill the Coast Guard gap offshore. The 30 1 st has 
performed about one hundred civilian rescues for every military rescue. 

COMPOSITE WING EFFICIENCY: (1) The USAF Composite Wing Philosophy is to pair units that have a 
proven need for collocation, and place them together at a site where they can both benefit. As described above, 
the 482nd and the 30lst's ability to "train like they fight" is enhanced by having the 301st at Patrick. There 
would be few commonalties in the joint maintenance facilities and structure proposed at Homestead. 
Furthermore, it is most efficient to have Reserve tenants on active duty bases. The number of BRAC 
realignments done to accomplish this is ample proof. 

MILITARY VALUE: (8) Yes, Homestead Gust like Patrick) did support operations in the Caribbean. But 
when the plan for the base is completed, there will be no room for this. In fact, there is serious doubt that there 
will be enough room for the 30lst's 16 aircraft in the current plan. Case in point: When part of the staging for 
operation Restore Democracy (Haiti) was going on at Homestead, the only tenant at the base was the 482nd, 
using up roughly 10% of the ramp space available. Due to the numerous aircraft on the ramp at Homestead, the 
301st was not allowed to land one C- 130 there to support training of reservists who still live in that area. The 
plan for Homestead allows no room for contingencies, or even a large exercise. Leaving the 301st at Patrick 
would free up needed room for this contingency. The military could earn income using this area for short term 
transient parking. 

MMIMAL OFFSETTING COSTS (10,ll) The cost figures stated when estimating the 301st7s part of the 
Homestead plan are usually just for the 301st7s specific facilities. Much of the facilities dedicated to the 482nd 
are joint facilities, or for functions currently within the 301st. The 3Olst has just as many aircraft and people. 
Even with the touted "economies of scale" the 301st must use close to half of the facilities. Using their 
numbers, this is half of 78 Million (M). They admit that the DOD observed that excess funding would be 
required. Analysis at the 301st have shown that there isn't enough room for the 30lst's aircraft and people in 
the Homestead plan. 

The recent AFRES facilities team estimated the cost of keeping the 30 1 st at Patrick is 6.3M if the active 
duty units leave Patrick, and 18.3M if they don't. This is less than half the cost of the 30lst's half of the 
Homestead Plan. This worst case 18.3M would be completely recovered within 5 years. This would 
come from saving the 4-8 million to move the unit, plus annual savings from the 301st being closer to 
NASA, Avon Park, the rest of the 30lst's many northern destinations. No, this isn't a '"'free ride" for the 
American taxpayer" (10). It's apaidride for the taxpayer, as savings will soon outpace costs and 
continue to pay off indefinitely. 



EFFECTIVE ANNUAL OPERATIONS: That neither the 482nd, or the 30 1st has any need for the 30 1st to be 
at Homestead was covered above. Here are details of how ineflective it would be. 

NASA Missions: (12) The 198 hours stated seem short, and we are currently checking them. They 
probably don't include numerous photo missions, VIP support missions, and other missions in support of 
NASA. Even using their numbers, if you present them accurately, they represent not how minor the 
mission is, but how major, and how much more the impact would be from Homestead. Of these "198" 
hours, almost all are helicopter hours, so the quoted 5.4?6 is 10% of the HH-60 flying time. Flying the 
aircrafi up from Homestead add 3.0 hours for each helicopter flying the mission, which is usually less 
than 3.0 hours. But, being conservative and rounding up, this means that from Homestead, this would 
double the time to 20?6 of the HH-60 time. Furthermore, spare aircraft (and the crews necessary to fly 
them) would have to be flown up. For such a critical task, one spare is readied for each aircraft. This 
raises the total to 25%. 15?6 of which is completely wasted. So for the helicopters, this mission takes 2.5 
times more tlying hours plus: 

Losing the vital ability to have aircraft and crews available for both NASA missions and local sorties 
the same day. 
Launches slip, sometimes with attempts every day for weeks. This would wreak havoc with local 
training, keep crews from their administrative jobs, and require some crew members to be relieved. 
Having many maintenance and parts intensive helicopters away from home maintenance would 
require parts and specialists to be flown back and forth to repair aircraft that malfunction. 
For a Reserve unit, this would severely impact the 30lst's primary mission: combat training. 

Other: Patrick's proximity to Avon Park and the rest of the US is arguably a larger benefit for the 301st 
than it's proximity to NASA. 

REDUCED MAINTENANCE COSTS: (16,18,19) Their statement about Homestead: "where corrosion is not 
of significance" is definitely not supported by historical records. One HC-130 (5830) that was stationed at 
Homestead, had to be overhauled early. It needed a waiver to be flown (in a very restricted flight regime) to the 
depot. It spent 19 months in overhaul. Documents on its extensive corrosion repairs and many others 
documenting Homestead's corrosion problems are available. 

The report pages they presented were to support their case of the "atmospheric conditions"(l6) at Patrick. 
It references the helicopters exposure to saltwater in training. The areas most corroded were generally on the 
bottom of the helicopter, where salt spray fiom hovering is greatest. Closed areas such as the avionics 
compartment, where vent fans provide airflow only when the aircraft is running, were also noted. Areas 
typically affected by sea breeze salt deposits, such as the top of the helicopter, placed last in corrosion. Of note 
was the worst case aircraft was at Hurlburt, which is two miles fiom the sea. Homestead is three. 

NASA and training missions require HH-60s to be hovered low over the ocean, and pararescuemen and 
equipment, dripping with saltwater are taken on board the helicopter, just as at Homestead. Most of the 50 
Helicopter crewmembers must perform this at least every 70 days. The strong winds at Patrick help blow the 
salt spray from under the helicopter. Many pilots use Patrick's nearby freshwater lakes to do day water 
operations. Patrick's longer "dry season" offsets part of this problem. There are many cost-effective ways to 
counter corrosion. A taxi-through freshwater rinse rack, originally proposed at Homestead, has been funded at 
Patrick. The problems stated about wash rack inaccessibility at Patrick stem from upgrade construction delays 
at Patrick's wash rack. Otherwise, there has been little trouble. One of the hangers at Patrick also doubles as a 
wash rack, and an unused wash rack adjacent to the flight line could be repaired and upgraded. The washing 
increase to prevent corrosion at Patrick has not required any additional manning. 

The plan at Homestead has only one dedicated wash rack. It will not fit C-130s. The only area for the C- 
130s is inside the fuel cell hangar. This would be unavailable in the event lengthy fuel cell work is required. 

That the exposure to parachutes and medical gear (1 8) "creates an inherent danger not only for the 
pararescue team but also for those requiring their assistance" is not true. This is caused by parachuting into the 
same ocean as Homestead, and equipment exposed in training. In some ways, Patrick's proximity to the ocean 
saves money and increases safety. Patrick's river training area is behind the 301st operations building. 
Homestead's was 15 miles away by road, with no nearby landing areas. and out of radio contact. At Patrick, 
aircraft can drop or pickup pararescuemen from the river, and do tactical land operations at Patrick's sling area. 
all the while being monitored by both tower and the Supervisor of Flying. That the Air Force has lost 2 
helicopters doing night water operations proves the need for good safety measures. 



The Patrick area's low cost of living index lowers the cost of living pay needed for Wage Grade 
maintenance workers. Patrick's temperate climate saves on utilities. Costs of necessary goods and services are 
lower in the local area. Costs associated with crime are lower also. 

Even if their conclusions were taken at face value, they would be insignificant in comparison to the many 
other larger benefits of being at Patrick. When measured correctly, they all but cease to exist. 

BETTER RECRUITMENT CAPABILITIES: (20) Of all the statements. this was the most blatantly false. 
All signs retlect that the local area surrounding Homestead is not providing the manpower the 482nd 

needs. The 482nd may not survive long at Homestead. If this is true, placing the 3Olst there would doom both 
units. Please investigate this, you should find it true. 

Patrick's recruiting area includes the Miami, Tampa, Orlando. and Jacksonville metro areas. along with 
the highly populated North Central Florida region. This is three times as large as Homestead's. That the 
301st was able to survive a hurricane, move, and almost double in size proves how attractive this location 
is. The statement that "a manning deficiency exists in the critical pararescue component" (20) doesn't say 
that this is an Air Force wide problem, and has nothing to do with Patrick's location. In fact, Patrick's 
location is probably the only reason why the 3Olst was able to hire the needed pararescuemen to support 
its growth. 95% of the 30lst's full time employees, and 90% of its reservists want the unit to stay at 
Patrick. Of the remainder, most are near retirement. Melbourne, across the river from Patick has the 
lowest real estate costs in the state. Miami has the highest, and the highest level of serious crime in the 
nation. Patrick's nickname "Patrick World" is well deserved. With a beautiful area and climate, some of 
the highest standards of living, and some of the lowest costs of living in the nation. Patrick is a nuclear- 
powered electromagnet for highly qualified people. 

GREATER POSITIVE ECONOMIC IblPACT: (2) This impact is essentially spending 100 million military 
dollars to build facilities that the military will by all current signs, have to pay to move out of. This will be 
either sooner because of inability for the local area to provide manning, or later because inability of the military 
to perform its missions due to high operating costs and conflicts with the growing airfield. This would make 
this a 100 million dollar urban development grant for a local community that by their own admission has the 
capability to invest 2 16 million, plus local public funds. Obviously this is a great impact: positive for the local 
community (BRAC priority 6) ,  and very negative for the DOD and federal budget (BRAC priorities 1-5). 

The "breach of faith" (22) Stems from the 93 BRAC. I am sure you are familiar with the public law which 
says all installations will be considered equally without regard to whether the installation has been addressed on 
previous BRACs. This is a law that they don't think you should follow. 

The problem here is not with the current proposal, but what was said to the '93 BRAC by Homestead 
supporters. The '93 BRAC concluded that the 482nd and 301st were two "synergistic" combat units. 
Statements like this had to come from someone. They sound identical to what was disproved above. 

The main reason we fmd ourselves here again is the reason for that law in the fust place. That was then, 
this is now; and many things have come to pass that make keeping the 3Olst at Patrick very wise indeed. 

Their report has other other incorrect statements and omissions. Like the fust sentence of their statement, 
which doesn't list NASA Support (#2 in priority) at all in the 30lst's missions. All of them like the above show 
a cause supported by empty statements or at best, only gross misrepresentations. I am sure you will check out 
everything that they and we have said and find the truth. 



The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Robert E. Haston 
42 1 Nautilus Dr. 
Satellite Beach, FL 32937 
(407) 777-5959 

I have questions about the following points in your case (9504 10-3) in support of the 30 1 st Rescue Squadron 
remaining at Patrick and not relocating to Homestead. Please forward information on these points. 
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Honorable Alan J . Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moor St./ Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chariman Dixon: 

Homestead and South Dade must once again request your valuable support to ensure the return 
of the 301st to Homestead Air Reserve Base as originally directed by DoD by the 93 BRAC. 
The Air Force is now looking at retaining the 30 1 st at their temporary duty station at Patrick to 
support a secondary mission if they expand their involvement in the space program operating out 
of Cape Canaveral. 

Dade County, specifically the communities of Homestead, Florida City, Perrine, Cutler Ridge, 
and others went to extreme measures immediately following Hurricane Andrew in support of the 
reuse plan accepted by BRAC. Our whole rebuilding process as well as the redevelopment of 
South Dade has been based on those decisions made back in 1993. The coinmunities have 
remained faithful toward their commitment in welcoming the 301st back home. Great strides 
have been made by the people of this community in restoring our area since 1992 to insure a 
better quality of life exists not only for them but for our military forces as well. 

History dictates the involvement and total support these communities have given through the 
years. If we are unsuccessful in our efforts, then the funds originally programmed for the 
construction of the 30lst's facilities should be redirected to the 482nd Fighter Wing. We have 
been informed that the Air Force proposes to return the funds to the Treasury as a "base closure 
savings". In reality those dollars were allocated to assist in post Hurricane revitalization of the 
airfield and were not tied to the return of any Air Force units. We wish to insure the FY92 
MILCON funds ($23M) remain available to fund other 482nd and community related projects 
which are consistent with the appropriations bill and the original restrictions imposed by the Air 
Force. 

We respectfully hope that you will support South Dade on this issue which continues to hold the 
key to the economic rebirth of our area. 

Sincerely, 
h 

John P. Brown, Jr. 7%- w 

Senior Vice President 

POST OFFICE BOX 900400,28801 S.W. 157th AVENUE, HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33090-0400 
(305) 245-221 1 
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LD MIAMI-DADE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Richard B.Schinoff 
Dean of the Canzpus 

Homestead Campus 

April 21, 1995 

Honorable Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moor St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Honorable Alan J. Dixon: 

As Dean of the Homestead Campus of Miami-Dade Community College 
and also as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Homestead/Florida City Chamber of Commerce, I understand how 
important it is to the continued rebuilding of our community 
that the 301st Air Rescue Squadron be relocated to the 
Homestead Air Reserve Base as recommended and signed into law 
by the 1993 Base Realignment and Closure Commission. 

The attached resolution from the Homestead/Florida City Chamber 
of Commerce indicates that the Chamber is opposed to the 
permanent relocation of the 301st Air Rescue Squadron to 
Patrick Air Force Base and wishes that the original measures 
surrounding this matter be enacted as approved in 1993. 
Namely, that the squadron be located at the Homestead Air 
Reserve Center. 

As a representative of the Greater South Dade community, I urge 
you to continue your efforts to help our community continue to 
rebuild after Hurriczne Andrev. Your support sf the attached 
Chamber Resolution is greatly appreciated. 

Dean of th Campus P 
c: MS .him Sovia, President/CEO 

Hom stead/Florida City Chamber of Commerce 
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Greater Homestead * Florida City Chamber of Commerce 

RESOLWITON NO, 95-04-21 I I 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RELOCATION OF TEE 301ST RESCUE SQUADRON TO 
HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE AS RECOMMENDED AND SIGNED INTO I A W  BY TBE 1993 
BASE ISEAILIGNMENT AM) CLOSURE COMMTSSION (BIRAC) 

WHERE@, tho laation of the 301st Rescue Squadron at Homegoad Air Ressrve, Bass comprises a cdtical anchor 
tenant for Defense Secretary Perry's model re-use plan for dual military and cMan uee, 

I 

\KHeRwa, Thd Air Forge polby of oomposite wing e f f i h o y  i s  8chiwed through the )airing ofthe 482nd Fighter 
Wing at Homestead Air Reserve Base with the 301d Rescue Squadron in th& training missions, and 

wWUAS, thb one dms oosb to mwe the 301st Air Rescue Squadron win requfre an ridditiond BRAC 95 fimbing 
authorization, while hding for the 30lst faWe6 at Wommtead has already been mads available &om I 3  92 Special 
Appxopripltions Bill designed to reestabltah a funotional ahport at Homestead, md 

WHEREM, the Department ofDe&nst apwrts that the one t h e  cost to implement this ~ h k ~ c  is $4.6 million, while 
the 1993 Air Force COBRA estimate hr oondnrction at Patrick alone wilt be $67  rpillion. Reduced costs to the 
American taxgayer can and will be aohiuved through the mhbized maintenance costs of military aircraft and 
equipment as documented in Air Foxce studies, and 

m, them witl be a #eater positive sconomio impsot to the greater HomeetesdlBlorida City/South Dade area 
through the relocation of the 301st Resoua Squadron than would be achieved through its remaining at Patrick Air 
Foroe Base, and I 

m, the ddiiwative process o f  the Base Realipment and Closure Commission ahould be one which abides 
by the earlier decision which has the effect of law, The DepPrtment oEDehee recommendation seriously erodes 
the govexumep,t's previous coftuJattments to assist in retuning the South Dade area, and Homestead Air Force Base 
m particular, to a level of economic vitality c o m w a t e  with prtwtorm conditions. While the loss o f  the equadron 
may be relathdy small in absolute terms, it serves as a grsphio symbol of the federal $wcmment's deteriorating 
commitment to South Dade's hurricane damaged area, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RE~OLVEDI that the thoeater Homestead/Florida Ciw ~ h ~ m b e r  of CoMrnRTce is  opposed 
to the permanent relocation of the 301st A ,  Rescue Squadron to Patxick Air Force Bask and hereby stands by the 
testimony before the Base Raalignment and Closure Commission to bring the 301st Air Roscue Squadron back to  
Homestead Air Reserve Base as stated by h a  1993 B M C ,  

A' - 
Evan Reeq Chairman of the Board Kkn Sgvja, Presidmt/CEO 

j i 
: I , . 
I ' 
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43 N. Krorne Avenue, Historic Old Town Hall, Homestead, F& 33030 
phone: (305)247-2332 fax; (305)246-1 I00 ' i 
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April 26, 1995 +I 

MR. ALAN DIXSON, CHAIRMAN 
THE DEFENSE BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

SUBJECT: Relocation of the 301 Rescue Squadron to Homestead ARB, Reference #950410-3 

Dear Sir, 

I have reserved my comments regarding this move until I read a recent presentation made to your 
commission under oath by The Greater Wami Chamber of Commerce; however, I as an American Tax 
Payer, can no longer tolerate the half-truths being presented to your commission. In the following 
paragraphs I will refute the questionable facts presented to your commission at Birmingham, Al. 

I feel that you should know that the "so called facts used in the report at Birmingham were a direct input 
from 6 members of the 301 RQS who would like to see the unit relocated to Homestead for their own 
personal gain. These people are Air Reserve Technicians with enough years of service to retire militarily 
and would be eligible for a early civilian retirement it the unit is forced to move to Homestead. Their plan 
is to simply turn down the Permanent Change of Station orders and take early retirement. 

The report states that "the 301st Rescue Squadron requires the collocation of a combat fighter wing as a 
fundamental component" when in fact nothlng could be further from the truth. In all the years the 301 
RQS was collocated with the 31 FW and the 482 FW, we were treated like second class citizens. As a 
customer of the 482 FW at Homestead the 301 RQS always received substandard support and that support 
was only provided because they were forced to do so by HQ AFRES. 

It is indicated that one-third of the Homestead Base acreage is dedicated to military initiatives which says 
nothing about the critical shortage of aircraft parking ramp space. This is primarily because the size of 
the 301 RQS was factored into the equation as the unit existed prior to Hurricane Andrew and not at the 
size that it currently exists. As a matter of fact the 482 FW will be much better served if they are able to 
utilize the space that was allocated for the 301 RQS. 

It is true that the 301 RQS has a war time mission to provide Combat Search and Rescue for fighter 
aircraft; however, this mission is in no way dedicated to the 482 FW or any other specific fighter unit. 
The report would lead the Commission to believe that the 301 RQS training is dependent upon the 482 
FW. To my knowledge the 301 RQS had limited participation in two minor exercises that involved the 
482 FW. When the report addresses the twenty 10 day exercises per year with other tactical Air Force 
units, they are addressing the HQ ACC proposed "snow-bird operations which are not planned to 
include the 301 RQS in any way. As a matter of fact there would probably be very limited participation by 
the 482 FW since ACC is planning to send the northern units there because of the favorable weather 
conditions and the availability of the ACMI range. According to HQ ACC, they have not chosen a 
specific location for these "snow b i rd  operations and if the 301 RQS returns to Homestead ramp space is 
not available to support ACC's operation. If for some reason the 301 RQS was offered the opportunity to 
participate in one of these exercises they could do so from Patrick AFB. 



The report states "Daily interface with the 482 FW and completion of daily training activities coordinated 
with F-16 operations are also essential to mission fulf~llment" which has never been the case and probably 
never will be the case even if the 301 RQS was relocated to Homestead. It is quite obvious that the 482 
FW does not fully comprehend the scope of the 301 RQS mission and it is also quite obvious that no one 
in South Dade County really cares. The 301 RQS at Patrick AFB is located only 15 minutes by helicopter 
from Avon Park Range which provides a large portion of our training area vs. 90 minutes to acheve the 
same training from Homestead. This close proximity to the range enables our reserve air crews to fly 
range missions after completion of their normal work day providing a much higher level of training with 
a much lower flying hour cost. 

It is a well know fact that ACC plans to move the active duty Rescue Units from Patrick AFB and the 45 
Space Wing is planning to turn those facilities over to the 301 RQS. The report states "The 301 Rescue 
Squadron's relocation to Patrick AFB is not a "free ride" for the American taxpayer" and "would require 
approximately $1 1 million in requested new construction funds". First of all the 301 RQS would not 
have to relocate to Patrick AFB as we are currently in place and all of our personnel have been 
permanently assigned to Patrick AFB. I as a taxpayer understand that there are no "free rides" but the 
actual estimate to permanently bed-down the 301 RQS at Patrick AFB is $6.3 million vs. the $26 million 
for facilities alone at Homestead. As you know there are many hidden cost to move a unit like the 301 
RQS to another base such as Permanent Change of Station costs for full-time employees, transportation 
cost for unit owned equipment and a large cost for addtional infrastructure that is not in place at 
Homestead. 

The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce stated "Presumed justification for the 30 1 RQS at Patrick AFB 
is based on the Reserve Forces assuming a greater role in DOD Space Shuttle Support missions and range 
clearing operations." It is true that thls is one reason to leave the 301 RQS at Patrick AFB as it would 
cost approximately $1.5 million additional dollars to support this mission from Homestead ARB. Some of 
the other reasons are better and more accessible training areas, a central location to provide peacetime 
search and rescue for the entire state of Florida, host base support that will never be available at 
Homestead, adequate aircraft parking ramp space and a better quality of life for the members of the 301 
RQS and their families. 

The report addresses the maintenance cost for aircraft at Patrick vs. Homestead and states "Being situated 
directly on the Atlantic seashore, corrosion control becomes a serious factor at Patrick Air Force Base due 
to atmospheric conditions (saltwater attributable)" . I suggest that the person that wrote this statement 
should look at a map and notice that Homestead also is located on salt water. The 301 RQS has not been 
in place at Patrick AFB long enough to determine if the corrosion is worse here than at Homestead 
because corrosion found on inspections at Patrick probably started at Homestead. The 30 1 RQS helicopter 
training missions that are conducted over water at Patrick and at Homestead require the aircraft to hover 
at low levels causing the entire aircraft to be engulfed in salt spray. I feel a major portion of the 
Helicopter corrosion is caused by these over water training missions. 

The following is the most misleading information in the entire report, "Recruitment of pararescue, combat 
maintenance and support crew personnel also impacts mission readiness and is more easily accomplished 
in the Greater MiamiIFt. Lauderdale metropolitan area." It is true that the 301 RQS needs pararescue 
personnel but this need is generated by the increased manning authorizations that have occurred since 
Hurricane Andrew and not by the recruiting area. A close look at the 301 RQS manning will reveal the 
unit is doing very well and if there is any deterrent for prospective reservist joining thls unit, it would be 
the threat of the unit returning to Homestead. The majority of our reservist now come from West Palm 
Beach, Port St. Lucie, Melbourne, Orlando, Jacksonville, Tampa and Ft. Lauderdale and as you can see 
we have a much broader recruiting area than the Homestead offers. Currently the 301 RQS has 25 
reservist of approximately 500 with a Miami address. On the other hand it is important to note that the 
482 FW is having problems recruiting qualified reservist from the Greater MiamiFt. Lauderdale area. 
The vast majority of eligible military-aged high school graduates in the Miami area are minorities. Only 
five percent of that population are available applicants and only one percent can actually quallfy. Most 



are green card resident aliens and/or have past criminal records. Also it is physically dangerous to 
recruiters to visit the most heavily populated minority high schools. There is a shortage of pararescuemen 
throughout the A r  Force and Air Force Reserve which is partially caused by the physical requirements for 
the job and the length of the formal training required. 30 1 RQS has a much better opportunity to recruit 
the required personnel from Patrick AFB than it would from Homestead. 

In all of the information provided by the Greater Mami Chamber of Commerce, they do not mention the 
QUALITY OF LIFE for the members of the 301 RQS and their families. If the 301 RQS is forced to 
return to Homestead our reservist will not have active duty programs for which reservists are eligible; a 
Base Exchange, Commissary, Military Clothing Sales Store, adequate club facilities or a dining facility. 
On base billeting at Homestead Air Reserve Base is substandard for the reservist when they are required to 
stay overnight and if they are sent to off base contract quarters it is a long drive to reach an area that 
affords some personal safety. For those of us that are full-time employees there is very limited affordable 
off -base housing and to reach an area that most of us would consider acceptable for our families would 
require a 50 to 60 mile drive one way from Homestead ARB. The full-time employees of the 301 RQS do 
not want to live in one of the nations highest crime areas where we must fear for our lives and those of 
our families on a daily basis. The members of the 301 RQS are comfortable with the Quality of Life in 
Melbourne and the surrounding areas, our children are in good safe schools, we have purchased homes 
and we have made a place for ourselves in the community. 

As an American Taxpayer I urge you to examine the huge cost savings by leaving the 301 RQS at Patrick 
AFB and act accordingly. As a long standing member of the Air Force Reserve I question the wisdom of 
having any military presence at Homestead. Please do not be sympathetic with idle promises made by 
politicians to make themselves look good and that will cost the American Taxpayer more money when 
we are trying to cut cost. 

I appreciate the opportunity to furnish you my personal views on this very important matter. 

Retired 
463 Tortoise View Circle 
Satellite Beach, F1. 32937 



SOUTH DADE 
Greater Homestead/Florida City 
Chamber o f  Commerce 
Greater South Dade/South Miami 
Chamber o f  Commerce April 24, 1995 

Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moor Street, ste 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon, 

On behalf of the over 250 graduates and participants of 
Leadership South Dade I request your support in returning the 
301st Air Rescue Squadron to Homestead Air Reserve Base. 

The decision to return the 301st to Homestead in 1993 was a good 
decision for our community and for our country. Many of our 
graduates worked hard in support of the reuse plan which was 
accepted by the BRAC. Much of our rebuilding efforts here in 
South Dade have been predicated upon promises such as the one 
made by your Commission in 1993. A change in that decision would 
have a significant impact on our rebuilding efforts. 

We sincerely appreciate your efforts in this regard. 

Respectfully, 

Tim Fulton 
Chairman 

MDCC-Homestead . 500 College Terrace, Room 1233 . Homestead, Florida 33030 
(305) 248-3113 . Fax (305) 237-5002 



Nelson T. Secor 
1 13 1 Steven Patrick AVE. 
Indian Harbor Beach, FL. 32937 

To the Honorable Members of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, 

I am a concerned citizen that resides in the state of Florida. The reason for my concern is the pending 
action kom the Miami-Dade area per the 1993 BRAC Law to return the 301 RQS to Homestead ARB. In 
this decade to reduce government spending would it be a wise move to return personnel and their families to 
Homestead ARB? 

The 301 RQS and associated members (families) are becoming established in the Melbourne Florida area 
and performing synergey with the 45th Space Wing at Patrick AFB,Florida. To break the bonds that are 
forming and the relationships that are being established would be a nersonal tragedy 

I only ask that in your busy schedule you take the time to see if un-necessary expenditure of taxpayer 
moneys can be prevented by keeping the 301 RQS at Patrick AFB, Florida. 

Thank you for your time and God Bless . 

Sincerely, A 

Nelson T. ~ e c o r  
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June 1, 1995 

To the members of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission: 

Education does not mean just teaching people what they do not know, but 
also training them to use every opportunity available to them to be the best that 
they can be. Education is continual work done by kindness, by watching, by 
praise, but above all - by example. The fine example set by the Kelly Mentors of 
the value of education is a debt that cannot be repaid by the community which is 
the Southwest Independent School District. 

The Southwest School District encompasses 129 square miles in the 
southwest corner of Bexar county. Of that territory, 40% of the population is 
urban and contained within a 12-mile radius and the remaining 117 square miles 
contains 60% of the population and is rural farm and ranch land. The ethnic 
breakdown reflects a culturally diverse area with 79.65% Hispanic, 15.47% 
anglo, 4.34% black and 5.4% Asian and American Indian. The school lunch 
program services 73% of the student population. 

At a time in our society when the dropout rate is approximately 50% and 1 
out of 3 San Antonio children lives below the federally defined poverty level, one 
bright point of light on the horizon for these children and a program which we 
feel is making a difference, is the Kelly Mentoring program. This program pairs 
each child with a mentor who is their personal friend. The special bond which 
seals the relationship is built on caring, trust, attention, commitment, and sharing. 
The rewards for the mentors come when they begin to see their child blossom 
and develop their potential. The Kelly AFBISouthwest ISD Mentoring 
Partnership has been a highly successful partnership in the six years it has been in 
place, not only on a personal level, but on a national level when President Bush 
awarded the program the 242nd Point of Light in 1000 Points of Light 
recognition. It has also achieved the San Antonio United Way Volunteer of the 
Year Award for the past four years for military division involvement and for 
three years in a row, the outstanding Mentor in San Antonio has been a Kelly 

Southwest High School 
McNair Middle School 
McAuliffe Middle School 
Southwest Enrichment Center 

-more- 
Southwest Elementary School 
Sun Valley Elementary School 

Indian Creek Elementary School 

Bob Hope Elementary School 
Sky Harbour Elementary School 
Hidden Cove Elementary School 
Big Country Elementary School 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



Mentor involved in the Southwest program. It has also achieved the Nova 
Award in the Lonestar Salute to Education and just recently, Best of Texas 
award. It is currently nominated for Air-Force-wide recognition for Community 
Service and has been recognized by Air Force Materiel Command as a nominee 
for 1995 Public Service Excellence Award. The Kelly program serves as a 
model for other mentorship programs throughout the nation. More recently, 
Kelly AFB has sponsored the Starbase Kelly Program involving not only the 
Southwest District, but also San Antonio I.S.D. to focus on the importance of 
math and science in a curriculum. The Multi-district partnership school for 
expelled students and drop-out retention just completed its pioneer semester 
involving the Southwest I.S.D., Edgewood I.S.D., and South San I.S.D. and is 
housed at Kelly AFB. 

Results? Yes, both tangible and non-quantitative. The Kelly mentoring 
partnership has produced results in areas other than improved language arts 
skills, which was the primary goal of the original program. Through the 
mentoring program, teachers have observed the self-esteem and self-confidence 
of the students improved dramatically. Attendance and academic performance 
have improved. The program has helped to broaden the social and educational 
horizons of the students. It has heightened the communication and interaction 
skills of the children. It has opened doors that until now have been closed to 
these children. The students are more motivated and enthusiastic about learning 
and they are reading better. The positive influence and extra caring provided by 
the mentors have brought about a positive change in attitude and behavior. 
Additional benefits directly attributable to Kelly include role modeling, books to 
the school libraries, Young Astronauts Club, classroom speakers bureau, cultural 
enrichment through visitation and presentations, career investigation, and the 
end-of-the-year picnic. 

The Kelly mentors are a group of caring, dedicated people whose ideals 
and legacy will become a cornerstone of history while serving as a beacon to the 
future. The children of the Southwest School District have been very fortunate to 
have been the beneficiaries of such a veritable force in the community. The fine 
example set by the Kelly Mentors of the value of education and literacy will serve 
as a lifelong role model. 

Sincerely, 

,&4@ 
Richard &fford!~d. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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DEAR KELLY AF.B 

I HAVE HAD A MENTOR FOR 4 YEARS AND I HAVE LEARNED A LOT. I WOULD LTKE 

IT IF I CAN HAVE A MENTOR AGAIN NEXT YEAR. BUT IF KELLY AF.B IS CLOSED, 

I WILL NOT HAVE A MENTOR NEXT YEAR AND THEN I WON'T BE ABLE TO LEARN 

AND THEN I WOULD START FAILING IN CLASS. THEN WHO KNOWS WHAT WILL HAPPEN. 

MY MENTOR HAS HELPED ME READ BE'ITER SHE HELPS ME STUDY MY SPELLING 

WORDS. I SHARE ALL MY GOOD NEWS WITH HER. I MAKE NICE GDTS FOR HER AND 

SPECIAL CARDS. SHE? IS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT ME AND CARES ABOUT ME. MY 

MENTOR IS VERY SPECIAL TO ME. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO OUR KAFB PICNIC AT LINDBERGH PARK. WE HAVE LOTS 

OF FUN AND EAT LOTS OF PIZZA. MY MOM SAYS SHE DOESN'T HAVE ANY TROUBLE 

WAKING ME UP ON TUESDAYS WHEN MY MENTOR COMES. I LOOK FORWARD TO 

SEEING MY MENTOR EACH TIME. I WILL BE STARTING A NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL NEXT 

YEAR MY MENTOR WILL FOLLOW ME. I CAN'T IMAGINE NOT HAVING HER THERE WITH 

ME. IT'S GOING TO BE A BIG CHANGE AND I NEED HER THERE TO HELP ME ADJUST. 

MY MENTOR IS GREAT, BUT MOST OF ALL MRS. DE LEON IS MY "FRIEND". 

HECTOR PENA, JR. 



BOB HOPE, ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
.. F 

3022 Reforma 
San Antonio, Texas 78211 

(210) 922-3241 

WHAT HAVE OUR KELLY MENTORS MEANT TO OUR SCHOOL? 

AS I SIT HERE TRYING TO COMPOSE MY THOUGHTS, SO MANY WONDERFUL 
MEMORIES GO THROUGH MY HEAD. WE HAVE ABOUT 80 KELLY MENTORS ON 
OUR CAMPUS EACH WEEK, AND THEY ARE TRULY PART OF OUR "BOB HOPE 
FAMILY". OUR MENTORS ARE SUCH CARING PEOPLE. YOU CAN SEE IT IN 
THEIR FACES; THEIR SMILES; THE LITTLE, SPECIAL THINGS THEY TAKE 
THE TIME TO DO. MENTORS COMMUNICATE REGULARLY WITH TEACHERS TO 
LEARN NEW WAYS TO HELP THEIR MENTEES. MENTORS ENCOURAGE AND 
MOTIVATE STUDENTS THROUGH THAT ONE-ON-ONE TIME GIVEN SO FREELY 
EACH WEEK. 

MOST MENTORS HAVE DEVELOPED STRONG BONDS WITH THEIR STUDENTS. 
FOR EXAMPLE, ONE OF OUR 5TH GRADE STUDENTS' FATHER WAS KILLED IN 
A CAR ACCIDENT ON SATURDAY, MAY 27. THE STUDENT CALLED HER 
MENTOR AND THE MENTOR WAS HERE FIRST THING MONDAY MORNING TO MEET 
WITH HER STUDENT FOR AN HOUR. MENTORING HAD ALREADY FINISHED FOR 
THE YEAR (ABOUT TWO WEEKS EARLIER), BUT THE MENTOR KNEW SHE WAS 
NEEDED BY HER STUDENT. THE MENTOR ALSO ATTENDED THE ROSARY AND 
THE FUNERAL, PROVIDING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT AND STABILITY IN THE 
STUDENT'S LIFE. 

ANOTHER KELLY MENTOR SHOWED UP ON THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL TO BRING 
A SPECIAL MOMENT0 TO HIS STUDENT. HIS STUDENT ALWAYS ASKED TO 
BORROW ONE OF HIS PENS; THE MENTOR ALWAYS CARRIED GOOD PENS IN 
HIS SHIRT POCKET. HE BROUGHT HIS STUDENT ONE. OF THE PENS HE HAD 
CARRIED AND USED IN DESERT STORM. 

OUR STUDENTS NEVER WANT TO BE ABSENT ON MENTOR DAYS. THEY 
CONSIDER IT SUCH A SPECIAL TIME - NOT ONE TO BE MISSED. 
ATTENDANCE RATES STAY HIGH; DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS ARE MINIMIZED 
WITH STUDENTS WHO HAVE MENTORS. GRADES ARE ALSO BETTER WITH 
STUDENTS WHO HAVE MENTORS. 

MARGARET MEAD ONCE SAID, "NEVER DOUBT THAT A SMALL GROUP OF 
THOUGHTFUL, COMMITTED CITIZENS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD. INDEED, 
IT'S THE ONLY THING THAT EVER HAS.l1 THAT THOUGHTFUL, COMMITTED 
GROUP OF PEOPLE IN OUR WORLD ARE THE KELLY AFB MENTORS. THEY 
HAVE CHANGED BOB HOPE SCHOOL AND 80+ STUDENTS FOR THE BETTER. 

KEEP KELLY AIR FORCE BASE OPEN. WE NEED OUR KELLY PEOPLE! 

YOURS IN EDUCATION, 

HEIDI M. MATHEWS, PRINCIPAL 

"Educating Tomorrorv's Lenders" 



DEAR KAFB, 

I AM THE POC (POINT OF CONTACT) AT BOB HOPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WITH 
SOUTHWEST INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT. I HAVE BEEN FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS. 
I HAVE ENJOYED WORKING WITH THE KAFB MENTORS. LET ME SHARE WITH YOU SOME 
OF MY PAST AND PRESENT MEMORIES OF SOME OF THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT GO 
ON HERE AT BOB HOPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WITH OUR KAFB MENTORS. 

THE STUDENTS LOOK FORWARD WITH ANTICIPATION IN THEIR EYES ON MENTOR DAY. 
THEIR HEARTS FILLED WITH JOY WHEN THEIR MENTOR ARRIVES. ONE TIME, I 
REMEMBER A MENTOR COMING AT A TIME WHEN THE STUDENTS WERE IN THE 
CAFETERIA WORKING ON A CHRISTMAS PROJECT. THEY WERE MAKING DECORATIONS 
FOR THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. I REMEMBER THE MENTOR TURNING TO ME WITH FEAR 
IN HER EYES, TELLING ME HER STUDENT WAS NOT GOING TO WANT TO COME WITH HER 
BECAUSE SHE APPEARED TO BE HAVING SO MUCH FUN. I TRIED TO ASSURE THE MENTOR 
THAT SHE WOULD BE HAPPY TO SEE HER AND GO WITH HER TO HER S W N S E ,  HER 
MENTEE SAW HER AND LIT UP LIKE A CHRISTMAS TREE WITH JOY TO SEE HER, RAN 
OVER AND HUGGED HER. I THEN TURNED TO THE MENTOR WITH A SMILE AND SAID, SEE 
I TOLD YOU SHE'D BE HAPPY TO SEE YOU. 

ALOT OF OUR STUDENTS NEED THAT EXTRA ONE ON ONE HELP, SUPPORT, 
UNDERSTANDING, AND CARING THAT MANY DO NOT HAVE OR RECEIVE AT HOME. THEY 
ARE AN INSPIRATION TO OUR STUDENTS. MANY SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH US 
AND THE CLASSROOMS. THEY ARE ALWAYS WILLING TO HELP OUT AS JUDGES IN OUR 
SCIENCE FAIR, VISIT OUR BWKFAIRS, JOIN US IN OUR ANNUAL CARNIVAL, ETC. THE 
MENTEES RECEIVE POST CARDS WHEN THEIR MENTORS ARE TDY AND SOMETIMES THEY 
REMEMBER ME AND SEND ME ONE. OUR MENTORS ARE PART OF OUR BOB HOPE FAMILY. 
THEY CONTRIBUTE SO MUCH TO OUR STUDENTS AND OUR SCHOOL. I ENJOY BEING POC 
ON OUR CAMPUS BECAUSE OF ITS REWARD, THAT BETNG THE MENTEES SMlLE WITH JOY 
IN THEIR EYES. "THE WAY A CHILD SHOULD BE." 

I ENCLOSED SOME PICTURES FROM OUR PAST PICNICS AT LINDBERGH PARK AND HOPE 
AND PRAY FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN KEEPING KAFB OPEN. 

SIN EREL , &PG 
CATHERINE PENA, POC 
BOB HOPE ELEMENTARY 
SOUTHWEST I.S.D. 
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KELLY AFB/SOUTHWEST ISD 
MENTORING PARTNERSHIP 



VERA RODRIGUEZ, 
Kelly AFB, co-founder of 
Mentoring Partnership, 

reads to "Kelly Kid" 

KELLY AFB/SOUTHWEST 
ISD 

A Mentoring Program That Works 
San Antonio, Texas 1989-93 

MARIA FERRIER, Ed.D. 
Southwest ISD, 

co-founder of Mentoring 
Partnership, visits with 

mentor and student 

Mentoring Mines Minds ... 



KELLY AFBISOUTHWEST ISD Partnership 
1992-1993 Statistics 

Students with Kelly Mentors by Grade % of Students by Grade with Mentor 

STUDENTS 

4TH STH 8TH 7TH 8TH 9TH lOTH 

STUDENTS BY GRADE 

1995-94 School Year 1993-94 School b a r  

Average 1st-8th grade Reading scores 

for Mentor and Control students '91 -'92 

AVC READING CRAOLS mR AT-RIEI STVMN1S 

n I I 

YENTORED STUDENTS CONTROL STUDENTS 

Earned on a Random umplt  of 200 studcnL. 

AVERAGE CONDUCT EVALUATIONS ABSENTEE ASSESSMENT 199 1 - 1992 
1991-1992 CONTROL AND MENTORED IST - 8TH GRADERS 

I = u n n l  t = n n d a  Impmr 1.Iow ul 4.0.1 5.-h *at # - e m 1  

Conduel A=. w a n  r- ow w 8 -  un 
1 A 

YENTORED STUDENTS CONTROL STUDENTS YEMOREO STUDENTS CONTROL STUDENTS 
Random S&malc af 200. -~ - - r - -~ - - -  

C.odue1 .mrmmrnt b a r .  em . r a t e  .f I-& I b e q  mn..Ud*ebrr am4 a be* rxeellrnt. D A R D  OW A RANDOM W I P U  O r  200 R U D m  
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PARTNERSHIP STRUCTURE 

KELLY AFB SOUTHWEST ISD 
Executive 
Council 

*Mentoring Partnership Advisory 
Councils 

POLICY 

Elementary MPAC 

PROGRAM: 

Secondary M P ' C  

BASE & LOCAL 
MEDIA 

I 

*MENTORING PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY COUNCILS - The advisory councils are made up of Kelly AFB and Southwest 
ISD administrators and staff who develop, implement and continuously monitor the Kelly/Southwest Mentoring Partnership 

Program. Members of the Advisory Council are selected by administrative staff from Kelly AFB and Southwest ISD. 

- 

SPECIAL 
ACTIVITIES 

I 
I 

TUTORING/MENTORING 

L 

SPECIAL 
PROJECTS 



EXECUTIVE STATEMENTS 

1 A. Minihan 

Mr. Phillip Steely 

Mentoring Mines Minds ... 



PARTNERSHIP FACILITATORS 

Marta Macias 
Program Coordinator 11 Ja;;mz;?* 11 11 11 Instruction Management 

Sharon Woldhagen 
Public Relations 
Southwest ISD I 

1 Anita Chavera 11 11 Roger Peiia 1 
Director/Community Ed. Program Documentation 

Southwest ISD Southwest ISD 

Mentoring Mines Minh.. .  

Sandra Vasile 
Secondary Coordinator 

AFIC I 



OTHER PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 
"Legacy of Love " 

The Kelly Rugby Team donated monies for the purchase of 
library books as part of the continuing tradition of the 
Legacy of Love library book donation. 

Instructional Materials 
The Kelly Officers' Wives Club donated instructional mate- 
rials to be utilized by mentors which targeted the strength- 
ening of literacy skills of students. 

End of Year Picnic 
At the end of the 1992-1993 school year, mentors and 
students met at Kelly Air Force Base Lindberg Park picnic 
grounds for the fourth annual end of the year picnic. 
Students were treated to lunch by their mentors. Activities 
included entertainment by magicians and Shamu, inter- 
views by Fiesta Texas performers and Resistor the Robot, 
dancing, listening to music, volleyball, football, and dodge 
bail. Most of the participants were easy to spot in their 
custom-designed Kelly Mentor T-shirts which feature the 
mentoring logo. 

Thousand Points of Light Ceremony 
On September 7, 1990, President Bush honored the Kelly 
AFBISouthwest Mentoring Partnership with the 242nd 
"Daily Point of Light" Commendation. The President's 
letter was presented to the partnership by Mr. Lou Gallegos, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. The moving ceremony 
was attended by mentors and students, educators, commu- 
nity members, local and state dignitaries. 

Summer Pen Pal Project 
During the summer months students and mentors kept in 
touch through a pen pal project. The excitement of receiving 
a letter from their mentor helped to make up for the tearful 
goodbyes that were said in May. 

Mentor Tribute 
The Southwest Independent School District Media Depart- 
ment has prepared a video tape including appreciation 
speeches, clips from partnership television coverage, and 
scenes from partnership activities which has been shown to 
the mentors at Kelly AFB and is available to show prospec- 
tive mentors as well as school personnel. 

Activities 
*Cam~us Cultural Day explores the differences among 
countries including geography, economics, dress, food, 
music, dance, language, etc. with representatives from 
different lands sponsored through the Defense Language 
Institute @LI) 
*Native -itage Day brings tribal representa- 
tives together to share cultures 
*District Science Fair is supported by mentors working with 
science teachers or judging exhibits 
*Young Astronauts Club encourages those students with an 
interest in space by providing field trips, speakers, and 
videos 
*Police Does perform at campuses to show how faith and 
trust coupled with gentle training can enable the canines to 
assist humans in discovering illegal substances 
*Career Day brings speakers from all areas of Kelly to 
encourage students to stay in school and achieve their 
potential 

Projects 
.PRQMP - Eositive &le Model Erogram - afterschool 
recreational activity at the elementary level which empha- 
sizes learning and socialization through group activity 
*Guest Readers - Individuals who cannot mentor on a 
regular basis read to elementary students during a class 
period which suits their schedule 
*Guest Speakers - Predominately a middle school activity 
where speakers discuss specific professional areas, hob- 
bies, or travel 

Mentoring Mines Min ris... 







TO: Eax  No. (703) 696-0550/ Defense Base ReaLiylli~et~t and Closul-e Committee (RHACC) 
2 16 Hart Senate O f f  ice L3uildlr1~, Wd~hingt i )~l ,  DCI 

FROPI; Fax N o .  (904) 897-1339, Howard P .  Smith, Major Ger le r ' i j l ,  USW ( R e t )  

TO '1% I 4 O N O W L E  CHAIRMAN AND MXPIBERS OF THE DEFENSE BRAC COMMITl'EE: 

I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  RRAC Co~ntnission may be overlookil'lg a golchnine of 
p o t e n t i a l  m i l i t a r y  savirlgs on t h e  i s l and  of Oahu, Hawaii. 

Over a cloz~n d i s t i n c t  l n i l i t a ry  headcpar te rs ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o r  housing a r e a s  
l ie  wi th in  a f ive-mi le  r a d i u s  &tween t h e  c i t y  of Honolulu and P e a r l  Harbor 
( i n c l u d i l ~ g  but  n o t  l im i t ed  t o  Mickam A i r  Force Raser Pearl  Harbor Naval R e s -  
e r v a t i o n ,  Ford I s l and  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  For t  S h a f t e r ,  Camp H.M. Smith, T r i p l e r  
Army ~ e d i c a l  Cel'lter, Honolulu Coast Guard ELI~scJ, Hawaii A i r  Nat ional  Guard hise, 
Navy Excliange F, Catunissary a t  Moanalua, J o i n t  InLellicjence Center a t  C a p  
Smith, Navy I n t e l l i g e n c e  Support F a c i l i t y  a t  Pea r l  Harbor, Mskalapa Navy hous- 
i n g ,  Red H i l l  m i l i t a r y  llousing, Aliamaml m i l i t a r y  Ilousing, I roquois  Point m i l i -  
t a r y  hous i~ ly ,  Manana m i l i t a r y  housing, and PlcGrew Poin t  n i i l i t a ry  housing. 

There a r e  two reasons why I be l i eve  s eve ra l  of t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  could be 
c lo sed ,  w i th  a very s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t a n t  sdvinys i n  the U . S .  m i l i t a r y  budyet:  

(1 )  FOLK of these f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  headquar te rs    or t h e  j o i n t  P a c i f i c  
Co~mnjnd, t h e  P a c i f i c  A i r  Forces Connnand , t h e  U.  S . Army P a c i f i c  Conunancl , 
and U . S .  p a c i f i c  F l e e t  Comaand)---all independent,  s tand-alone f a c i l i t i e s  
wi th in  a r a d i u s  of on ly  3 miles. I n  t h i s  e r a  of r ~ d u c e d  overseas  f o r c e s ,  
and t h e  ready a v a i l a b i l i t y  of mu l t i p l e  flexible and reliable v ideo ,  audio,  
and computer d a t a  connect ions wi th  each o t k e r  ancl w i th  t h e  U.S. Mainland, 
it wuulcl appear t h a t  t h i s  s i t ua t i o r l  r e f l e c t s  a h igh  degree of unnecessary 
and expensive dup l i ca t i on  and overlapping OF equipment, manpowe~-, and 
f a c i l i t i e s  wl~ich could IE e a s i l y  reduced and consol ida ted .  

(2) 'l'lle cost of l i v i n g  on Oahu is one of t h e  h ighes t  it1 the na t ion .  
Th i s  s i t u a t i o n  results in ( a )  excessive housing, food, and f u e l  P x F n s e  
which prevents  lowor-ranking e r l l i s t sd  and o f f i c e r  personnel from enjoying 
a decent l i f e s t y l e  o r  sta.ndard of l i v i n g ;  ( b )  unusual ly  l a r g e  COLA and 
supplementary housing allowances wllicl? mus t  be provided by t h e  W D ,  ancl 
( c )  extremely h igh  m i l i t a r y  housing cons t ruc t ion  and maintenance c o s t s  
to  the DOD. 

Hjving k e n  assigned t o  Oahu t w i c e  d u r i n g  my 33-year a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  du ty ,  
and having l i v e d  on Oahu f o r  over 15 yea r s  a f t e r  I r e t i r e d  from the A i r  Force 
i n  1976, during which time I was a l i censed  r e a l  e s t a t e  broker fo r  over 12  
yeal-s and a l i c ensed  genera l  contractor- f o r  over t e n  years ,  I am very f a m i l i a r  
with l i v i n g  costs t h e r e .  P r i c e s  were no t  too had u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  19701s ,  h u t  
since the mid-1980's p r i c e s  have gone absolu te ly  wild.  I moved frvm Oahu to  
the Elaitlland i n  19131 hecause I was s o  sllcscked by the s tezp rise i n  prices ancl 
became e~ l~ba r r a s sed  as  a Real tor  t o  he lp  buyers and s e l l e r s  wi th  thc? obscene 
and t e r r i b l y  i n f l a t e d  prices. 

I t  is my s t r o n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  a s i g l i f  i c a n t  monetary sav ings  could i,x 
achieved by the DOD through t h e  e a r l y  cJ.osi.ng of C~mp H.M. Snrith and Fort: 
Sliaf ter , ancl conso l ida t ion  of Lheir headquarters  a t  Pea r l  Har7mr and Schofield 
Barracks, respectively. These savj.ngs would conie from t h e  c l o s u r e  of two 
major f a c i l i t i e s  , reduct  ivn i n  communication ancl colnputer d a t a  links t.lwoug11 
conso l ida t ion ,  and reduc t ion  i n  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  personnel: decrease  i n  
c u r r e n t  COI.,A, supplementary hou.iiitlg allowance 311d overseas  PCS-move c o s t s  ; 
and reduc t ion  i n  new high-pr iced housing ccjrlstnlction and ma inLenanre c o s t s .  

Happy hunt i.ug ! 



Reserve Officers Association of the United States 
The Professsional Ass& Repveenti~ All O j k m  

20 June 1995 w - ) L  C/ 

0 Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman, BRAC 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

It has come to the attention of this Association that 
considerable pressures are being directed to you and the commission 
regarding the closure of Air Force Reserve bases. Understandably, 
our Air Force Reservists are concerned that they may be required 
to end their careers, but more importantly they can't understand 
why others may have to be recruited and trained to replace them in 
another location. 

I have written you on two previous occasions to express the 
feeling that bases were selected for closure as a result of 
erroneous input, lack of demographic consideration and the eventual 
cost of relocation of units and retraining of flight and 
maintenance crews. These concerns involve all services although 
I concentrated primarily on the Air Force Reserve because of the 
severe negative impact that the announced closures would have. 

Because of what we now know regarding all of the Air Force 
Reserve base closure considerations, I respectfully request that 
none of the ~ i r  Force Reserve bases be eliminated. In light of 
Secretary Widnallts recommendation regarding OIHare, we can see 
that even the Department of the Air Force does not have a strong 
case for closing any one of the Reserve bases. OIHare and 
Pittsburgh are equally viable with strong and capable units. Both 
should be retained. In fact, the best course of action would be 
to keep all of the Air Force Reserve bases. This decision will 
maintain the readiness of the force, eliminate costly closure 
expenses and provide stability during turbulent times. 

Thank you for your consideration and for providing responses 
to earlier correspondence. 

RWS / gw 

Amzy * Nay Ir Air Fme Ir Marine C@s Ir Coast Guard Ir Public Health Senrice Ir NOAA 

One C o n s t i e  Avenue, N. E., Washngbn, D. C. 20002-5624 Ir Telephrme: (202) 479-2209 



NCLR 
National Office 

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: (202) 785-1670 

Fax: (202) 785-0851 

Raul Yzaguirre, President 

June 15, 1995 

Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore St., Ste. 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

We are writing to express our strong feelings about the role Kelly Air Logistics Center plays 
in maintaining the readiness of our military forces and its importance to the San Antonio and 
national Hispanic communities. 

First of all, it is important to note that Kelly Air Logistics Center is a world class aviation 
maintenance depot. The information available to us clearly indicates that Kelly excels in 
military value when compared to other aviation depots. Its productivity, quality, and cost 
effectiveness have been outstanding. In fact, Kelly has the most cost effective labor for 
years - from 3 % - 18% more cost effective than the other ALCs. Additionally, Kelly is 
particularly vital to readiness because of its responsibilities to maintain strategic airlift 
aircraft and engines for frontline fighter aircraft. Based on these factors, Kelly Air Logistics 
Center should be among the top ranked depots. However, military value is only part of the 
Kelly story. 

As the largest employer in a predominantly Hispanic community, Kelly has been a leader in 
making DoD and the Ai- Force reflect American diversity. Sixty-one percent of the 
workforce at Kelly is H~spanic. These Hispanic civilian workers represent 45 % of all the 
Hispanic civilians in the Department of the Air Force and 15 % of Hispanic civilians in the 
De~artment of Defense. As such. Kelly has played a significant role in the Air Force's and 
DoD's Affmative Action Programs. If Kelly were to close, Air Force affmative action 
goals will experience a major setback going from the current 9 % to 5.4 %--over a 40 % 
decline. 

There has also been a long and deeply ingrained relationship between Kelly and Hispanics in 
San Antonio. While San Antonio is the ninth largest city in the United States, it ranks 
fortieth in terms of wealth--and Hispanics have historically been at the bottom of the 
economic scale. Kelly Air Force Base, which directly employs over 5,500 Hispanics with an 
average income of $27,000 a year, and directly generates jobs for an additional 18,600 

N C L R  

Program Offices: Phoenix, Arizona San Antonio, Texas Los Angeles, California Chicago, Illinois 
mncuucwwL 
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Hispanics, have been vital in providing them economic opportunities. Several generations of 
Hispanics have looked at Kelly for skill training, upward mobility, and entry into the 
economic middle class. They, in turn, have played a significant role in making Kelly the 
best quality and best educated workforce in DoD. A large number of Hispanic professionals 
and business leaders in San Antonio can trace their success to Kelly--and this continues 
today. Closing Kelly would have a crippling economic impact on the Hispanic community in 
San Antonio, would dramatically increase their unemployment, and would reverse San 
Antonio's emergence as a national model of cooperative and progressive ethnic diversity. 

We understand and support the relative importance of military value in base closure 
decisions. However, given KeWr's exce3eiii r m d  and the difficult Gs'a you face in 
evaluating the relative merits of several very good depots, we urge you to consider Hispanic 
employment at Kelly Air Force Base as an important factor in the base closure process. 
Tllank you for giving th'ae recommendations every consideration. 

Sincerely, 

w ,/" 
Raul Yzagu* 
President 

cc: JoseVillareal 



6 June 1995 

Base Realignment & closure Commission 
1700 North Moore St. Suite 31425 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

To the Commission: It is disheartening to see all my selfish 
neighbour's scratching to try and influence your decision about 
wheather to close KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. 

It is my sincerest hope, you will give first consideration to 
what is best for our country. and not to the selfesh intrest of a 
few individuals. for instance a new mayor, trying to inhance his 
image by wasteing a million taxpayer's taxes to benifit a handful 
of our citizen's. 

It is true, closeing KELLY AIR FORCE BASE will impact San Antonio 
and also the local Hispanic population. but San Antonio has an 
inordantly large amount of MILITARY INSTILLATION'S in the immedi- 
-ate vacentity. plus San Antonio has a lot of other thing's to 
support it, wheather or not the base is closed. 

Closeing KELLY AFB will not sound the death knell for San Antonio 
or for the Hispanic community here. as a matter of fact closeing 
two or more of the military instillation's here, could be the 
best thing for the city as a whole. we are at a critical point in 
relation to our water supply, because of over developement and 
population growth. our water is a fixed asset, it doesn't grow 
along with industry and population, unless we are willing to use 
recycled sewer water as many other places in our country already 
have to. 

It is imperative, the budget of our country become balanced with- 
-in the near future, whatever the cost. for you to fail your part 
in this process would be unforgiveable. I consider it more desire 
-able tc serve the nation as a whole, than to serve the desire's 
of the selfesh few. 

I hope you all agree, and make the right decision without regard 
for the outrageous display of the local public to try and affect 
your valient effort's to reach the proper decision. 

- 

Sincerely, Brice D. Chatmon 
RR 9 BOX 204-BB 
Converse, Tx. 78109 
(210) 667-9827 



8906 Seacliff St. 
San Antonio TX 78242-30 1 1 
(210) 623-14341977-2540 

June 7,1995 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1245 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

You have now toured Kelly Air Force Base and have seen the tremendous backing we 
receive fiom the people of San Antonio. I do not believe you have seen such a 
demonstration of love and support from any other base you have visited; around 2,000 to 
greet you at the airport and 35,000 to escort you to the base. I have been waiting to write 
this letter until your tour of our facility was completed because I wanted to make sure you 
had the full impact of the visit somewhat fresh in the collective minds of your committee. 

I determined to write when I read the newspaper account of Mr. Don Fuqua's blatant 
lobbying effort and read his letter. Quite frankly, his letter nearly made me physically ill. 
I can definitely state that everything contained in that document is clearly aimed at only 
one thing: increasing the profits of the so-called aerospace industry to the detriment 
of the American people. The companies in that industry are there to make the greatest 
amount of money that they can. I am sure you are familiar with their cost overruns, their 
underbidding and overbidding, their billing the government for parties and vacations, and 
the many companies that are or have been under investigation for defrauding the govern- 
ment and the American people. We can definitely operate more efficiently and cheaply 
that any company only concerned with profits. If cost is your main concern, forget them; 
they cannot compete. 

In the meantime, the depot here at Kelly Air Force Base has done everything it can to 
maximize efforts and turn out a better product in a shorter time for less cost to the 
customer. We are NOT excess; we have supported every special effort fiom Desert 
ShieldlStorm to Somalia to Haiti and Cuba, including disasters within the U.S. itself. 

The Air Force has ranked us among the lowest of the depots, but their reasoning is 
flawed to say the least. They dropped us because of the water situation and that is being 
taken care of by our citizens with the support of the state. We are resolving the problem 
and the San Antonio bases have already been assured of our water requirements by the 
resolutions passed by our city council. The Air Force changed their previous system of 
calculating the depot value so that we ranked much lower than the previous method. 
Then, they also downplayed our value due to "military mission". This latter category is 
"bogus". We never have and never will have any control over our mission. The Air 



Force and Air Force Material Command assign our mission and we do the best possible 
job on every task they give us. We do have a vital mission concerned with the airlift 
capability of the military. 

Sir, there are too many pluses for me to write in one letter. I am sure you have heard 
most of them by this time and I can only hope you and your committee will consider 
them without letting the political considerations of California and Oklahoma enter into 
your deliberations. If you do not believe the contention of the Air Force that it will be too 
expensive to close a depot, you cannot believe McClellan's position. Personally, I 
believe the Air Force's decision is the correct one and that will be proven as time goes by. 

It will be much more expensive to have to build a new base if the need arises than to 
downsize and maintain the existing bases. If you do not believe there might be a reason 
for 5 depots in the future, look at North Korea, Iran, Iraq, Bosnia, Cuba, and various other 
"hot spots" that continue smoldering throughout the world. Unless we totally withdraw, 
we will need Kelly Air Force Base in the future. Us workers unite in asking, "Keep Kelly 
open, let us keep working because we do a great job for less money than you will have to 
spend anywhere else! " 

Sincerely, , , 



Documel-t Separator 



It has been widely known i n  Mater ie l  Command c i r c l e s  t h ~ ~ t  t h e  

Command has  wanted t o  c l o s e  Kelly and Sacramento A i r  Loq is t i c s  

Centers f o r  sorr,e time. From f i r s t  hand h ~ o w l e d ~ e ,  our  f m i l y  has  

been i n  h e i s t i c s / 1 4 a t e r i e l  Comma~rld f o r  46 years  comhined a t  t h e  

Headquarters, NcCle l lm,  Hanscom, Norton, Rome, A e r o n ~ u t i c a l  Systems 

Center,  and l a s t l y  here  at l k l l y .  We have had many TDY's and much 

i n t e r a c t i o n  with the  o t h e r  depots a t  Robins, Tinker,  and Hill. No 

where have we experienced l e s s  p roduc t iv i ty  and cooperation than we 

have here  a t  Kelly ALC, The Cormander he re  has  an impos:-ible job 

of t r y i n g  t o  dea l  no t  only  with the  union but t h e  c i v i l i s n  manage- 

ment. So many people d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  they complete t h e i r  job i n  a 

t imely manner o r  n o t  2ust so t h e  supervisor  leaves  them alone. 

There a r e  so many meetines c a l l e d  by nar iage~ent  i n  Mate r ie l  

Management t h a t  i t  l eaves  l i t t l e  time f o r  ac tu; t l  work. The only 

time you see  thern out  i n  f o r c e  working i s  t h e i r  volunteer  e f f o r t s  

i n  the  comiunity, t o  a t t end  beer  b l a s t  n t  Lindberf: Park p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  

and t h e i r  show of u n i t y  f o r  the  v i s i t  of the  BRAC. Don't be 

in t imidqted by a huge show of fo rce  by t h e  Kelly c i v i l i a n  corz~ur~ i ty .  

If they worked as hard a t  t h e i r  jobs a s  they w i l l  a t  a show of 

support ,  t h e i r  jobs 1;ouldn't be i n  jeopardy. 

The claim by t h e  Hispanic work f o r c e  t h a t  t h i s  would h u r t  

a f f i rmat ive  a c t i o n  i s  phony s i n c e  most of them could move tr i th t h e i r  

positions i f  they chose t o  do so. The e f f i c i e f i t  and c s r i n g  workers 

w i l l  r e l o c a t e ;  the  o t h e r s  you a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  without. 

It is  no t  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  t o  c l o s e  t h e  t h r e e  most e f f i c i e n t  depots 

( ~ o b i n s ,  Tinker,  and g i l l )  t o  save Kelly and McClellnn. Sooner o r  

l a t e r  the  A i r  Force is  poir!c t o  h ~ v e  t o  c l o s e  one o r  two depots.  

General ?,lcl'eiil: s t a t e d  !?:ateriel Command has a t  l e a s t  two more dcpots  

than they need. N o d i s  the  time t o  b i t e  t h e  b u l l e t  m d  c l o s e  a t  

l e a s t  o e l a r g e  depot. Kelly nas been r a t e d  way below Tinker m d  Robins 

f o r  nar.y y e a r s  .nJ i t  is u n f a i r  t o  Tinker and Robins t o  keep downsizing 

i n  order  t o  save an u n ~ r o d u c t i v e ,  i n e f f i c i e n t  depot. It t n l l y  does 

d e s e m e  t o  c l o s e  i n  the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the A i r  F'orce a f t e r  w h s t  

we have ohsc~rveti these l a s t  3 1/2 years  we have been here  a t  Kelly.  



We have a t t ached  sone c h a r t s  f o r  your s t a f f e r s  t o  consider  i n  

ob ta in ine  t h e  information you need i n  o rder  t o  make an informed and 

n o n p o l i t i c a l  decis ion.  Some of t h e  iteras a r e  a l ready  i n  i n t e r n a l  

A R I C  memos from when A39!IC had decided t o  c l o s e  Kelly e a r l i e r  t h i s  

Year. It i s  a widely held  b e l i e f  t h a t  A i r  Force bowed t o  the  

pressure  of t h e  Hispanics i n  South Texas. 

Even thourh t h e  c losure  of Kelly A X  w i l l  cause u s  t o  move from 

a town we enjoy,  t h i c  i s  subn i t t ed  a s  a suppestion f o r  the  bent 

i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  A i r  Force over the  long term. If t h e  only  reason 

t o  keep n l l  depots i s  t h a t  i s  is  too c o s t l y  t o  c l o s e  one of them, 

that  i s  f a l s e  economy. San Antonio has  f i v e  major bases  p lus  

Cenp B u l l i s  and Caolp Stanley.  It i s  t i n e  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  t o  put 

n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  ahead of t h e i r  own. A s  you can see  from t h e  

enclosed a r t i c l e ,  Kel ly  in tends  t o  h i r e  650 personnel t h i s  FY. 

Downsizinp i s  a joke t h a t  has  always been t r u e  f o r  b y i s t i c s  Command. 

Somehow they always end up with additior1;tl p o s i t i o n s  a f t e r  p i n y  

throuch a dorrnsieing. 

S incere ly ,  

Concerned A i r  Force 
Nembers 

Atch 



I Kelly piuS water equals k 

I Recently, the Base Reahgnment 
and Closure Commission placed 

I p y  AFB on the base closure list, Comment 
aqd the Pentagon has ranked it as 
OR$ of the first to go. By Jay Gremmer 

,Kelly is one of the mast produc- 
tive Air Logistics Centers, or water daily, Kelly only pumps 3 
ALCs, of the five questioned If million gallons of water a day. 
judged fairly, Kelly would survive. This is less than 1 percent of the 
Why? Workload. Its business is the total pumpage from the aquifer, 
largest among the five ALCs and according to a hydrological study 
also is growing in strength. In fis- of Kelly. Also in the report, we can 
cal year '95, Kelly anticipates hir- find that, in conclusion, Kelly is an 
ing up to, if not more than, 650 en- extremely small user of the aqui- 
gineers and technicians to support fer. If Kelly were to put back all 
customers nationwide. What other the water that it uses within a day, 

I ALCs can say that? you would find it hard to detect th&, 
Also, the Hispanic  employment^ increase in the aquifer. 

at Kelly has risen to 61 percent, 54 Of the 3 million gallons that Kel- 
percent more than its nearest com- ly pumps from its seven wells, 
petitor. Think about that, you poli- around 30 percent of that goes to 
ticians. Closing Kelly would devas- drinking, 45 percent to 50 percent 
tate the Hispanic community. for industrial use and what re- 

As an afterthought, Kelly would mains for irrigation and cooling. 
be a place in the sun as far as wa- Kelly, working with the Environ- 
ter is concerned. It sits directly mental Management Directorate, 
above a huge (larger than all the has reduced its water consumption 
surface area water in Texas com- by 35 percent overall from 1984 lev- 
bined) aquifer that is one of the els) Plans are to reduce water con- 
cleanest water supplies in the su ption another 50 percent. The 
world. Kelly taps this huge water key to this is building a secondary 
supply with seven distinct wells. 

"i 
dis 'bution system that would di- 

While it has the capacity to rec ly handle the waste and cool- 

\ I 

r , pump almost 13 million gallons of ing )vv needs. This would be a 

separate drinking water system 
and wastewater system altogether. 

Kelly's Environmental Process 
Control Facility also produces 
around 1.2 million gallons of treat- 
ed industrial wastewater every 
single day to add to the amount of 
water that would be saved given 
the secondary water system. 

So, where is the panic? Just be- 
cause we are allowing one man, 
U.S. Judge Lucius Bunton 111, to 
rule on the fate of the Edwards 
Aquifer pumpage, everyone is con- 
cerned. Should this concern us? 

The Sierra Club's lawsuit that 
protects the fountain darter locat- 
ed at the mouth of the aquifer in 
Coma1 and San Marcos springs is 
not just to protect the creature. Its 
other purpose is to make sure that 
springs downstream from San An- 
tonio remain healthy. 

And now look what we have. We 
simply have an ill-informed judge 
trying to rule on the aquifer pump- 
age for all of us and especially Kel- 
ly, which uses less than 1 percent 
of what's taken from the aquifer. 

Applewhite Reservoir I, or any 
other clone package, would still not 
solve our water problem. The res- 
ervoir will dry up in droughts as it 
depends on rain. Besides, taxpay- 

I 

t 

1 

ceptable leels if we had a drought 
much like @e one ii-~ the '5Qs. 

patters& noted, "The only thing 
that can %reserve these species 
would be Ohancing springflow ag 

= 

part of a mprehensive augmen. 
tation-andgcharge plan." He add- 
ed, "(Such@) plan woilld not only 
work, but 3 .  it's this area's only 
chance to3 avoid a destructive, 
money-driw water war." 

The voters did not vote to close 
Kelly on A&. 13, 1994, when they 
stopped th4 Applewhite project. 
We demand= better, more cost-ef- 
fective m e a d  of dealing with the 
water i s s d w e  don't want to de- . 

fueled' py greed a$ 

Jay G is in electrici 
engineer A FB. 
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May 20, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1.700 North Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 

Re: NEW Kirtland Closure Plan 

Dear Sirs: 

Although the figures show that the closure or reduction of Kirtland AFB 
will. not save the millions of dollars the Air Force projected, they seem 
unwilling to admit their figures were flawed. Now, the NEW Kirtland plan cuts 
2,000 fewer jobs sending several units to other bases: the 58th Special 
Operations to Beale AFB in California, the Air Force Operational Test and 
Evaluation Center to Tinker AFB Okla. (scheduled to be closed) and other units 
to Texas and California. 

As a taxpayer it doesn't make sense to move the 58th as a group to 
California where it will cost millions to move and construct housing, buildings, 
and hangars to house simulators. We have the facilites in place here at 
Kirtland . 

Since the Air Force must maintain personnel here for the remaining tenants 
common sense dictates that the NEW plan and ar:y other plan does not save money. 

" 

9604 Apache Avenue N.E. 
,$lbuquerque, New Mexico 87112 



M a y  Martinez 
6208 Christy NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
May 20, 1995 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Sirs, 

The city of Albuquerque sent out notices to everyone in town ask in^ us to 
write uou about the closure of Kirkland Air Force Base They said "Write and 
tell them you support KAFB!' 

What politics -- to send everyone in town your address. At taxpayer's expense 
to boot. And tell every one of us at taxpayer expense to support the base 

Well, I'm a native of New Mexico and lived here all my life. I'd like to ask 
lease close Kirkland Air Force - Base. It would be areat if 

you'd do that. 

Since KAFB and the VA Hospital were combined the place is an ENORMOUS 
MESS. It is revolting the way the veterans are treated now. I don't know 
whose brilliant idea it was to combine KAFB medical care and the VA Hospital, 
but it's a damned disaster. You've got little bitty kids with all sorts of very 
contagious children's diseases sitting right next to 80 year-old veterans who 
can die from simple children diseases. And you've got expectant mothers in 
the same room with veterans with tuberculosis. 

Hey guys, do our veterans a favor and close Kirkland. 

And then do Albuquerque's non-veteans a bigger favor and close Kirklad down 
completely. 

Thought you might like to know how many of us natives feel since you've 
apparently heard from all the silly politicians already. 

M a y  ~ar t inez d 

PS Mu city spent tax dollars to write each honne owner in town and tell each 
of us to (quotins the mailins we sot): "Write& tell them you support KAFB!" 
That's what's goin' on here How tacky to spend my tax dollars on that. 
Please. close the damned base. / A lot of us will be deliclhted! 







MAY 25,1995 
The Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
I 700 North Moore Street. Suite 1245 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Chairman Dion, 

Sir, I am employed at Kelly AFB as a machinist, my name I will withhold. 
I have been employed there for over 15 years. I 1kr one would welcome the closure 
of Kelly AFB. Working on the shop floor is where " the rubber meets the roadH, 
and if I was part of the commission, I would defirritly recommend Kelly for closure. 

Every work day that I am there, I see how 80% of the people take their job 
for granted. These 80% are the ones that dorl't want to see Kelly on the list. Yes, 
for it would be a most difficult task of acquiring another job , where you can go to 
your worksite and not have to do any work and still receive a paycheck. Those are 
the people you will see out there line up along the highway, with there signs and 
T- shirts begging the commission to save there jobs. If only they would have 
initiated half of the effort in there work, that there, are showing to the commission, 
to save there jobs, then just maybe they wouldn't find themselves in this current 
situation. 

Kelly AFB is access. I am hispanic, do ncrt let the ethnic thing or the parade 
influence the decision of not placing Kelly on tho list. I see every day the quality of 
work perform at Kelly. Frankly Sir, If I was owner of a company and had 80% 
employees that Kelly has, My company wouhd have gone bankrupt years ago. 

Sincerely, 



7709 Wood Bluff 
San Antonio, TX 78240-21562 

(210) 523-9057 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
The Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

As a San Antonio resident, I feel I should inform you that all citicens of this city are not in favor of keeping Kelly 
Air Force Base open. Many of my neighbors, like me, reluctantly wish the base would be closed. There is one 
paramount reason for this. We are on the h a 1  approach of the C5 - Globemaster, cargo aircrafi based at Kelly . 
Our neighborhood is ten miles fiom the end of the main runway. Day and night our house is shaken by these 
mammoth airplanes, coming over with there flaps down and there landing gear extended. Our house trembles 
from the low frequency roar and the high frequency hurts ones ears if you are out side. All of the poor dogs 
around here cry with pain every time a C5 flies over. 

There is a much more important reason to relocate these aircraft. It is the real danger that some day a 
Globemaster will crash into San Antonio. That would cause a disaster greater then the horrible recent destruction 
in Oklalzoma City. In that event less then 2000 gallons of kerosene was invobed. The C5 carries hundreds of 
times tbat amount of fiel. The 747 over Lokerby, Scotland destroyed the town when it was blown up. The 747 is 
a smaller aircraft then the C5. If'a C5 ever crashes in to San rhtonio it would be a disaster equal to the explosion 
at Port Arthur, Texas in 1947. That event is still remembered heire after almost fifty years. 

Accidents are almost always caused by the totally unexpected, o thenvise they would be prevented. No one can 
guarantee a catastrophe won't happen. I know the U.S. Air Force has some of the best mechanics and pilots in 
the world. Many times in the past Air Force Pilots have given thlere life to guide a stricken plane away fiom 
people on the ground. Other times there has been nothing they could do to prevent disaster. For example when 
the A m y  Paratroops were killed in the collision of a C130 and a F16 and when a C130 crashed into a occupied 
restaurant. In 1990 a Mexicana passenger DC-9 was on h a 1  approach at LA International. A pilot flying a 
Cessna above had a stroke and caused a midair collision, knocking of the entire tail assembly of the DC-9. It 
went straight down into a street in Cerredos, California. People attending backyard picnics, that Sunday 
afternoon were burned to death where they were stood. 

It is just plain dangerous to have C5 and aircraft in need of maintenance flying over heavily populated cities like 
San Antonio on a regular basis. 

If it was still a time of national emergency, as during the Cold War, I would not have written this letter. 

If your committee h d s  Kelly Air Force Base is necessary to national defense, it should remain active, but please 
reassign the C5 to a less hazardous location. 

Sincerely yours, 

AL * 
DaIniel P. Hunt 



1700 N. Moore St.: Suite 1425 1 

Question: San Antonio, Texas has five military bases&elly AFB, Brooks AFB, Lackland AFB, Randolph 
AFB, and Fort Sam Houston) and a lot of duplicity in the services it renders. Rather than have five 
Family Support Centers, why not have one center that services the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, etc.? 

Look at the attached flyer. You have five Relocation persoimel from four bases (Lackland AFB is not 
included in the flyer). The Government is obviously wasting a lot of taxpayer's money by having these 
many relocation managers/specialists. It is also ironic that they only hold these type of workshops around 
this time of the year ---however, militaiy people and civilielns are moving at all times of the year. It 
would be interesting to find out how many people attended each one of these presentations. 

Kelly AFB Family Support Center is pretty much a dead organization. My question is why does Kelly 
need to have two Ph.D. Psychologists (GS-1 1s) on boarcl artd the Director (GS-12) is a certified counselor 
with at least two other certified social workers, to include the relocation manager (GS-1 ls)? The 
program is pretty much top heavy and extremely costly to the govelmnent. On the other hand, you have a 
very active and proactive FarnilySuppo~t Center at Lacklantl AFB and Fort Sam Houston. What would be 
the savings if you just had one Director (preferably militay); one Deputy Director (preferably military) 
with one program manager and asistant per program locatecl in an installation that would be central to all 
military services, instead of paying GS-12 Director salaries to five Directors (one per installation) and five 
Deputy Directors, plus five different program managers and assistants per program? 

Overseas personnel have to travel distances to obtain this type of service. However, here in San Antonio 
we seem to have an overabundance of duplicity. Please look around at other such services provided by 
every military installation and think of ways of saving money by consolidating services into one office for 
all military and civilians For instance, have one Family Support Center in San Antonio that services all 
the military 

A lot of people that work at Kelly are very confident that Kelly will NEVER CLOSE because it has the 
highest concentration of minorities (Mexican-Americans) and the Government just can't, for whatever 
reason, in their minds, close Kelly. After all,, many people at Kelly believe that because their 
grandparents and parents retired from Kelly, the Government owes them a retirement from Kelly. Does 
this mean Kelly is a welfare state? With all the thefts, grievances, EEO complaints, and other myriad of 
problems on this base - what makes anyone think the Government owes them a retirement? Kelly is 
known for employees that punch a time clock in the morning, turn around and go drinking instead, and 
then return when it is quitting time in order to get paid for 8-hours of work they did not perform. 

Question: Since Kelly is such a model base as far as employing such a high volume of Mexican- 
Americans, then why does it have such a concentrated level of complaints???? Since it employs such a 
high concentration of Mexican-Americans, it should be sm ideal place for Hispanics to work, however, 
Mexican-Americans are scrambling to file complaints of all types against each other! Does that make any 
sense?. 

Suggestion: Save tax payer dollars and close up shop at Kelly. A lot of people here need to wake up and 
smell the coffee. 



8 

Learn about the Do It Yourself Move Program 
+ How to figure the cost of your move 
+ How to arrange your move 
+ How to load and pack 
+ How to unload and unpack 
+ How to drive and travel 

* Call for registration because limited seats are available. 

LOCATION 
Kelly AFB 
Kelly AFB 
Brooks AFB 
~ t .   am ~ o u s t o n r  
Randolph AFB- 

DATE 
25 APR 95 
25 APR 95 
25 APR 95 
26 APR 95 
26 APR 95 
* Contact your Family Support Relocation Manager for further information. 

TIME 
0830 - 1000 
1530 - 1700 
1230 - 1330 
0830 - 1000 
1500 - 1630 



To: Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

Subject: Kelly AFB, Texas 

Sirs. 
I am writing this letter to let you know of' a ;yeat mistake that I believe is being 

made about Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. As a niililary member and tax-payer, I cannot 
see why Kelly AFB did not make the base closure list. 

In 15 years of service and having been statioized at or worked on 12 bases, I have 
never seen a bigger waste of money than this base. Instead of listening to the generals or 
GS-too-many civilians, how about coming down to the "working guy" level and see what 
we see. 

Consider these facts. Housing extremely limited with a two year waiting list. The 
dorms are so full that E-3's are being offered ELAQ to live off post. To find a 
neighborhood safe enough to live in, one must commute approximately 30 minutes one 
way. A recent study listed the neighborhoods around Kelly as one of the 15 worst in the 
United States. Daycare is limited and the Base Exchange looks like a shopette. 

The largest waste on Kelly AFB is the overpriced and under-worked civilian work 
force. The civilians here call it the 8 hour loaf. My next door neighbor brags to me he 
does not really do anything! Worse yet is the amount of overtime paid here. My unit, the 
Civil Engineers, gives away overtime as if it were law. I have been at two previous bases 
with a high number of civilians and believe me it was practically an act of congress 
before we paid overtime. Yet here we have a 1.4 million dollar overtime budget and 
they use every excuse to make sure it will be spent. Because of my job I get a chance to 
wander throughout the base, and the "300" areas were the depot activity is. Well, except 
for the F-100 engine rebuild facility, it seems as if its always break-time because I see a 
whole lot of nothing being done. 

You know everyone knew you were coming .to visit. Everyone had copies of your 
schedule broken down to the last minute and that the word was out to look busy. When 
you left it was business as usual. What you should do is just wander in unannounced and 
walk through the base, you will see what I mean. 

The sad thing that to prepare for your visit, we were directed to work overtime. 
In my shop alone, we spent $1500 on pay just to prepare for your visit on 2 1 April. The 
worst violation has to be what happened with a (;ontractor installing waste lines. He had 
excavated several areas and had the soil stockpiled near buildings 340, 329 and 361. To 
spruce up for your visit, the Army Corps of Engineers was directed to ask the contractor 
to remove his piles of soil. He would not, so the Calrps got another contractor to remove 
them, and in the process spent all of their contingency funds. Bottom line: the Air Force 
paid twice for the same job! Sometimes I feel this base is just one big welfare system. 



You may think that this letter is just from a disgruntled NCO who is in trouble or 
not happy here. Well sirs, my spouse and I are active duty Air Force. She's an E-6, I'm an 
E-7. We bought a house and both like San Antonio a lot. We are not disgruntled service 
people but upset taxpayers! As much as I would like to sign my name I fear 
repercussions. I know whoever gets this will really look closer at this base and re- 
evaluate the decision to spare Kelly AFB from closur8e list. 

Thank You 
Signed, 
A disgruntled taxpayer! 



March 7,1955 

Dear S i r ,  
I f e e l  I have t o  w r j t s  t h i s  i n  a11 good fa i th ,  

I n  r e r fe rence  t o  c l o s u r e r  of A i r  Basos i n  San ~ n b o n i o ,  
I have no connection t o  either Brooks A.F.Bo o r  t o  

Kelly A.F.B, 
This i s  j u s t  the Fra:y :C see it from a p a t r i o t i c  

American, Kelly A.F.B. i s  the employee of  About 

10,000 islexicans who have filed s u i t  aga ins t  t h e  

Federal Govt,for $3000,000,000.00 because they a l l  t h i n k  

they are d i s sc r imina t  ed against beoausb they ahave no t  

been promoted t o  a supervisory pos i t ion ,  . 
Now,the way I ( a  s o l i d  ~ n t e r i c a n )  see it. 

Ply family has  been i n  t h i s  ~ o n ~ l e r f u l l  c o u n t r ~  s i n c a  t h e  

1 6 0 0 ~ s  and have fought i n  ereqy war t h i s  country has 
engaged i n ,  

Close Kelly A.P.B. cnd save a bundle and g e t  

t h e  Federal  l awsu i t  dismissed, Keep Brooks ~ . ~ . B , o p e n l  

Then t r a n s f e r  all those 10,000 Mexicans t o  

o t h e r  Bases, 

Sincerely,  

I am afra id  t o  d i s c l o s e  ny n m e  
because if any of' those Kelly employee8 
find aout I wrote this l e t t e r  they woUd 
probably burn riy house down, 





Telephone AIC 21 0 674-2584 

SHELBY W. HOL-LIN Plme r&er fe thb n u r n ~ r  
Attorney at Law p, . . ..- , ; :-->.:L~% -.. -91,4?2>-3 - 

7710 Stagecoach 
San Antonio. Texas 78227 

22 December 1994 

Alan Dixon 
Chairman, BRAC 
1700 N Moore St Rrn 1425 
Arlington Va 22209 

Re: Kelly AFB, Texas 

1. The attached letter to the Secretary Department of Defense is 
forwarded for your information and iriclusion in the file on Kelly 
AFB. 

2. The procurement of parts, especially by the maintenance 
activity at Kelly AFB has been the s,ubject of several GAO inves- 
tigations and reports, but examples of poor leadership and tech- 
nical expertise keeps surfacing. 

3 .  A disturbing tlrumortl is currently making the rounds at Kelly 
AFB which pertains to a proposal to transfer certain maintenance 
functions from Kelly AFB to Randolph AFB so Kelly will show 
wimprovementu in keeping llcostsn at an acceptable level and to 
influence the Base Closure Committee. 

4. General Curtis, SA ALC commander, has also become concerned 
about the abilities of his supervisors and leadership at Kelly 
AFB. He recently, 22 November 1994, sent a memo to the work 
force wherein he stated; ". . .You and I must make good leadership 
values a core value at this center. We have to practice these 
values and insist on them.Ir 

5 .  Kelly AFB is still among the top scorers in the number of EEO 
complaints filed by employees, Each complaint, some 900 per 
year, represents a decrease in morale, which causes a reduction 
in productivity and effectiveness, Further, the cost of process- 
ing a complaint has been estimated to cost the U S TAxpayer 
between $60,000 to $144,000 dollars. (The GAO cannot put an 
accurate figure on the cost.) 

6. Drastic changes would have t.o be made to convert Kelly AFB 
from its present operating procedures to a viable organization. 

Ltr to SeeDOD 4 Nov 94 
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December 29, 1994 

Mr. Shelby W. Hollin 
' Attorney at Law 

77 10 Stagecoach 
San Antonio TX 78227 

Dear Mr. Hollin: 

Thank you for sending information concerning Kelly AFB to the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary of 
Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will be helpful 
to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations of the Secretary of 
Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the commission. 

David S. 1,~1e:s-- 
Staff Director 
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SENT BY : saalccc@sadis0l.kelly.af.mil (LEWIS E. CUKTLS - LC) 

DATED : 29 Dec 1994 at 0936 CST 
SUBJECT : Fw: PThysical Training ... 
SENT TO : distribution:@sadis0l.kelly.af.mil;, (see, end, of, body) 
COPY TO : eriojas@sadis0l.kelly.af.mil, cv@sadisOl.kelly.af.mil, 

sidrogo@sadisOl.kelly.affmil, 
dwilliam@sadisOl.kelly.af.mil 

STATUS : old, read 

I recently got an action line regarding physical training during duty 
time. I want to make my policy clear to everyone. 

Unit Physical Training (where the whole unit goes out for a run, or 
other PT) is an acceptable activity to be conducted during duty hours. 

Individual physical conditioning is NOT an approprate activity for 
duty time. If an individual would like to t.ake 1 112 hrs at lunch, or . . .- . - A 

even 2 hrs to accomidate a physical conditioning program, and the 
supervisor can accomidate that schedule while still satisfying mission 
rqts and other constraints (regs, MLA, etc) then great, but the extra 
time is not to be counted as duty time. The individual must come in 
early or work late to accomidate the extra time spent in individual 
physical conditioning. 

The bottom line is that each of us, and all our people owe the USAF 
and the US taxpayer a full and productive duty day. Althouth physical 
conditioning is important for each of our people, and mandatory for 
military members, it is an individual responsibility, and is to be 
accomidated on off duty time. 

MGen Curtis 

%%% overflow headers %%% 
To: ahussey, bcardena, bdaniel, cbauer, ccaicle, cjurek, ckyard, cstutts, 

dcoker, dgford, dwalswor, dwilliam, edgarcia, eesides, ghhorn, 
gmcclear, gmkelly, hbrown, hjicke, h:Lange, hstoll, jconcann, jfeiler, 
jhernand, jmarsili, jmcclaug, jmjackso, jsciorti, jszabo, ktalley, 
kthurlow, labailey, lcheever, lmorrow, mmurray, pbielowi, pconfort, 
phenness, pjgarcia, psteely, rarrant@sadis05, rcarring, rcreekmo, 
rjmay, rolandr, rrasmuss, rwhite, saalccce, sdoneghy, sgorden, sidrogo, 
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HALF OF KELLY JOG5 HALT THT DAY . . . 
ON TAXPAERS' TMF: 
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Corona Chamber of Commerce 
904 EAST SIXTH STREET / CORONA, CALIFORNIA 91 71 9 
(909) 737-3350 FAX (909) 737-3531 

Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street Ste. 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

RE: MARCH AIR FORCE BASE/MARINE AVIATION 

Dear Chairman Dixon and Commission Members, 

We urge the Commission to seriously consider moving the Marine West 
Coast Aviation to March AFB instead of Miramar Naval Air Station. 

March AFB is strategically better 1oca.ted for the Marines to carry 
out their mission because of it's grclximity to both the 29 Palms 
and Camp Pendleton bases. In addition the overall cost savings to 
the Department of Defense are conside~rable. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Baxter Miller 
President 



MICHAEL A. GOLDWARE 
ATlWRNEY AT LAOW 

P.0 BOX 51810 

RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 82617 

(809) 683-1900 - FAX (809) 663-0183 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

The Honorable Joe Robles, Jr. 
Member, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

The Honorable S. Lee Kling 
Member, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

The Honorable Rebecca Cox 
Member, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

June 8, 1995 

RE: THE MARCH OPPORTUNITY 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission.; 

The Honorable James Davis 
Member, Defense Base and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

The Honorable Benjamin Montoya 
Member, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
."A,. .- 
I IW iuorth ivioure Sireel 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

The Honorable James Davis 
Member, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

The Honorable 41 Cornella 
Member, Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment C~mmission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

I have been a resident of Riverside since 1954 and been actively involved in various aspects of 
community life during all of that time. I write to you to request that you exercise your 
considerable authority with respect to the opportunity associated with March A.F.B. 



June 8, 1995 
Page 2 

As a result of BRAC 93, March A.F.B. will stand down as an active duty military installation 
after nearly 75 years of service to the community and the nation. As you can imagine, I along 
with many others were disappointed in your decision. However, it is a fait accompli. 1 would 
think that the information which was provided to you artd which has proven so poor, factually, 
should cause you grave concern in relying on the same sources again. 

You were provided with a set of figures (for BRAC 93) indicating $100 million for construction 
and updating at Travis A.F.B. relative to the considerations of retaining or downgrading (re 
status) of March A.F.B. This was at a time when $300-400 million had already been authorized 
for and was being spent for construction and modernization of facilities at March A.F.B. It now 
~ E ; C X ;  Chit 1) i;srticnz sf ?.<2:-'. -4 F.9 ~p king 1-lsed :s 'wentory ~epositories for subsequent 
use at Travis and 2) that $800 million'in construction is or will shortly be underway at Travis 
A.F.B. 

Anyway you examine those figures, if accurate, they represent unnecessary expenditures to the 
American people. One of the most important functions of your committee must be the effective 
reduction and elimination of military assets without: jeopardizing the national security. The 
foregoing demonstrates a remarkable level of waste. When coupled with the following it 
represents a threat to the national secuiity and an excample of what is wrong in government. 

Recently, I learned that the down-sizing in Air Force assets will result in one-sixth of all AMC 
assets being situated at Travis A.F.B. If this is so, it is a prescription for disaster. The number 
of flying days at Travis is reported to be something less than 50% of the year. This is well 
below what is available at March A.F.B. If one-sixth of the assets (presumably flying assets) are 
grounded during a time when the national security interests require them, the short term monetary 
savings (if any) will pale by comparison to the costs associated with the national security interest 
then existing and additional operational expenses which will be necessary through the adjustment 
of other Air Force assets to cover the then existing national security needs. 

With the foregoing as a backdrop, you have been approached regarding reassignment of Marine -- 7.. wings from ai 1 oro and Ths;in b ? v l i x b t .  f i .F.3 .  ?!: t crilj is t%s a ~ d r ; l ~ e  and fe;\lwarcl IyLing  
proposal, it makes sense on at least two fronts. 

I have long questioned why, if we can have a unified command during war, it is not possible 
during peace? Why is it necessary to have an air base servicing Air Force assets, another 
servicing Marine assets and still another for Navy planes? Why can we not have, for example, 
an Air Force wing, Navy wing and a Marine wing at h4arch A.F.B.? This would reduce real 
estate needs by two-thirds as well as all support services by some figure unknown to me. Instead 
of three sets of base administrations, there would be ore. In this hypothetical, the Air Force 
would be the host unit. More importantly, 1) an important national defense asset would not be 
lost (which is the current direction) and should one service no longer need the facility it would 
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remain available to the remaining services then using same. 

I am aware that you have been provided with data fiom the Air Force, Navy, and congressional 
offices. In light of just the examples cited above, I would think there is more than ample basis 
to question the projections and analyses of the military. Their evaluation with respect to money 
and functional use associated with the March-Travis paradigm was off the mark. The Navy's 
evaluation with respect to the helicopter units being moved to Mira Mar versus March appears 
to be based upon matters other than money, national security, mobility, inter-service cooperation 
in times of need, or what would be best for the Marine Corps (considering that it is latter which 
will be doing the moving and which will have to be op~zrating fiom the new facility). 

It must be remembered that 1) the ferrying of the helicopters in times of national emergency will 
likely occur through Air Force assets requiring immediate deployment and 2) their (the 
helicopters) frequent travel back and forth to the 29 Palrr~s installation would be made shorter by 
the move to March A.F.B. than it is now, while it would be made longer by the move to Mira 
Mar. Unless these units will fly considerably less hours per year, the cost, with them situated at 
Mira Mar, will result in a higher operational cost, higher maintenance cost, increased travel 
mileage potential for contact with civilians and accomp,anying disaster, and reduced flexibility 
for transfer to transport aircraft when needed. Who will pay these additional costs? 

I trust that when you consider "The March Opportunity" you will strike a blow for initiative, 
creative thinking in the use of military and national security assets, and with an eye on the bottom 
line, ... financial or economic, security, and flexibility as to use and deployment of available and 
reducing military assets. 

6 

, My kindest regards, 

fiichael A. Goldware L 
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Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington VA 22209 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to you to voice my support for the reloca1,ion of the United States Marine Corps 

rotary-wing aviation units and aviation command orgailizations to March Air Force Base in 
Riverside, California. 

Moving these two Marine operations to March would .have considerable advantages and cost 
saving for the Defense Department and the USMC. Cost savings include: 

. . . More than $326 million saved in relocation cost. 

. . . More than $29 million saved in ten-year period for housing and 
quarters allowances. 

. . . More than $50 million saved in annual operating expenses - 
annual operating expenses for Miramar would be twice as much as March. 

Relocation to March would also enhance both the Marines' rapid-response capability to meet 
national defense emergency Time Phased Deployment List (TPDL) requirements and their 
training capability. 

In addition to March's advantageous geographic location, the DOD would be able to take 
advantage of March's recefitly-completed $200 ml:li~n bar;c facilities construction program which 
would provide the Marines with much-needed new headquarters, maintenance and lodging 
buildings. These types of facilities are not currently available at Miramar Naval Air Station. 

This relocation can be accomplished without changing the BRAC '93 decision to realign March 
in order to accommodate Air Force Reserve and National Guard Units and functions. The Air 
Staff decision to move active duty forces to other bases to achieve economies of scale does not 
need to be changed in any way. 

There, in light of the points outlined above, I respectfully urge your support for the relocation 
of these USMC unites to March Air Force Base. 

Sincerely, 

Fred E. Lincoln 
Major USAF (Ret) 



Dr. Edward H. Nieman, D.c., D.r.B.c.o. 
Diplomate of the Amerlcan Bwrd of Ch~ropract~c Orthoped~sts 
Qualified Med~cal  Evaluator -State of Californ~a 

May 12,1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

I am writing to you to express my thoughts about the decision to rnove the United States 
Marine Corps rotary-wing aviation units and aviation cc~mmand organization to Mirarnar 
Naval Air Station. 

I am concerned because, as I understand it, there is a much less costly alternative. From what 
I have read, millions of tax dollars could be saved by moving the Marines instead to March 
Air Force Base in Riverside, California. And, I also l~nderstand that March has many advan- 
tages over Mirarnar as far as geographic location, facilities, and national defense emergency 
response capabilities. 

Please support the relocation of the Marines to March Air Force Base, raher than Mirarnar. 

Sincerely, 

za'gm9, 
' Dr. Edward H. Nieman, D. ., D.A.B.C.O. 

cc: 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Congressman Ken Calvert 
Congressman Sonny Bono 
Congressman Jerry Lewis 
Governor Pete Wilson 
Defense Secretary William J. Perry 

Gener(a1 Michael Carns 
Ms Judy Ann Miller 
Mr. Rob Pirie 
Mr. James Dishner 
Gener(a1 Carl E. Mundy, Jr. 
Honorable John Dalton 
Admiral Richard C. Macke, USN 

285 East Alessandro Boulevard, Suite 7N 
in the Mission Grove Plaza near Trautwein 

Riverside, Californii~ 92508 Telephone: (909) 789-8717 
Fax: (909) 789-8736 







April 30, 1995 
Honorable Alan Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 aorth Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

My name is Wallace J Routsong. I am a retired Air 
Force Chief Master Sergeant having given my country over 
twenty years of dedicated service. 

In the name of all the veterans living in Coachella Valley 
as well as the greater Riverside and San Bernardino areas, I 
humbly ask you to reconsider the Commission's planned 
actions with respect to March Air Force Base. It is our 
understanding that present plans call for the closing of the 
Base Hospital, the Base Exchange and the Base Commissary. 
We cannot understand these actions as current plans call for 
the realignment of March AFB to an Air Force Reserve Base 
not a base closure. 

For years career military personnel have made their homes 
near military installations upon their retirement. There 
are literally thousands of retired military families who 
depended upon Norton AFB and who still depend on March AFB 
for Base services to help supplement their meager retirement 
in order to have some quality of life in their senior years. 

Last year Norton AFB closed its doors and those retirees 
living in cities and towns near the Base were forced to make 
the trip to March AFB for these services. Now we understand 
that by the end of 1995 all the needed services at March 
will be closing as the result of the Commission's actions. 

Again , I respectfully request the Commission to reconsider 
and keep the Hospital, the Exchange and the Commissary open 
at March AFB. 

Most sincerely, 

CMSGT, USAF Retired 

42575 Tennessee Ave 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 







+%BEvIvINo FAMILY 
17652 Calle Del Corral .. - 

Riverside, CA 92504 





DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON DC 20330- 1 000 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY JAN 0 3 B% 

SAF/ LLP 
1160 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20330-1160 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-0504 

Dear Senator Feinstein 

This is in response to your letter of December 8, 1994, to 
the Department of Defense in behalf (of Mr. Weldon E. Sewell 
regarding the reduction of C-141B aircraft originally authorized 
for the 445th Air Mobility Wing (AMW), March Air Force Base (AFB), 
~alifornia. Specifically, your cons.tituentfs concerns center 
around the unit not receiving six of twenty-two C-141B aircraft 
planned for March AFB. 

The C-141B aircraft has been Air Mobility Command's workhorse 
for three decades. During this pe:riod, C-141Bs have supported 
numerous contingencies but most recently have suffered maintenance 
problems as the aircraft reach the last decade of their service 
life. These factors have led to an earlier than planned 
retirement of the C-141B aircraft. 

Prior to DESERT STORM, the Air Force considered moving 
twenty-two aircraft to the 445th AMW. Unfortunately, the 
accelerated retirement of the aircraft has revised these earlier 
plans. The 445th AMW will stabilize at two C-141B squadrons of 
eight aircraft per squadron; the standard for all Air Reserve 
Component Squadrons. Mr. Sewell suggested that six of eighteen 
C-141B aircraft, which are to be decc~mmissioned, be sent to March 
AFB. These aircraft have reached the: end of their service life 
and will no longer be flown. 

We fully realize the impact on Reserve manning resulting from 
the 445th AMW stabilizing at sixteen C-141B aircraft vice twenty- 
two. However, the retirement of C-m141B aircraft requires March 
AFB to remain at sixteen C-141B aircraft plus ten KC-135E 
aircraft. 



We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the 
information provided is useful. 

Sincerely 

STEPHEN D. BULL, I11 
Colonel, USAF 
Chief, Programs and Legislation 

~ivision 
office of Legislative Liaison 

Attachment 
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A call to bring the Marines to March 
, Rep. Ken Calvert asks the OfBcially, the Marines said they will The commission has the power to "redi- ; 

follow orders and move an estimated rect" earlier closures and realignments. Pentagon to rethink the 10,000 troops to Miramar by 1999 a t  a cost ~ u t  this would be the first time that a 

downsizing and shift of $1.7 billion. Privately , however, the revision of this magnitude would be consid- 
Marines indicate that March is a better ered. 

helicopter-units to the base 
instead of San Diego. 
~y Don McAullffe 
The Press-Enterprise 

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE 
An 1 lth-hour congressional request has 

been made to the Pentagon to bring as 
many as 7,000 active duty Marines to 
March Air Force Base in a move that could 
drastically alter reuse plans for the 7,000- 
acre facility. 

On the eve of the fourth and final round 
sf base c!osures, Rep. Ker; ~ ~ ~ e i t ,  R- 
Corona, has asked Defense Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry to revisit the 1993 realignment 
of March. 

Calvert said it would make better sense 
for the Marines, who have been ordered to 
move helicopter units from Tustin and El 
Toro to Miramar Naval Air Station in San 
Diego, to be "redirected" to March. 

"The scenarios I have seen demonstrate 
savings of at least $311 million or more," 
said Calvert. "1 feel that this is significant 
enough to merit your attention." 

choice than Miramar, which does not have 
adequate airfield or housing facilities to 
support helicopter units now stationed in 
Orange County. 

On Tuesday, Perry is expected to re- 
lease a list of military facilities that will be 
closed or scaled back as the Pentagon 
searches for ways to cut costs in a post- 
Cold War world. 

If Peny does not include moving the 
Marines to March in the Tuesday recom- 
mendations, Calvert has asked that the 
Pentagon "leave the door open" for the 
request to be studied when the Base 
Rea!iwnent afid C:osure Coiiin~isiori con- 
venes in a week and a half. 

Perry's list is a recommendation that 
the commission will use as a basis for 
hearings and discussions. Its recommenda- 
tions go to President Clinton and Congress. 

"This is somewhat precedent-setting," 
said Dzive Ramey, Calvert spokesman. 
"We'll see what reaction our request gets." 

The request by Calvert comes as the i 
March Joint Powers Commission broadens ( 
its reuse policy to include attracting active- 
duty forces to March, which is scheduled to 
be scaled back to a reserve facility in April 
1996. 

The Marines project that ultimately 
3,000 to 7,000 troops and their dependents 
could relocate to March with as many 150 I 
helicopters. A study done late last year 
concluded that March has more advan- 
tages than disadvantages for the Marines. ' 

 here is plenty cf reern fcr g: supp~e 1 
squadrons and headquarters," according 
to a letter from the Marines' congressional 
liaison ofece in Washington, D.C. "Beauti- 
ful base!" 

whichcan either accept or reject the entire please see MARCH, 8-8 I 
list, but not make individual changes. 

"Perhaps the testimony of the service I 
chiefs of staff on March 6 and 7, could be a 
vehicle for the Department (of Defense) to I 
ask the commission to actively pursue this 
issue," Calvert said. 





Continued from Q-1 
possible site for helicopter squad- 
rons now stationed at El Toro and 
the nearby Marine Corps Helicop- 
ter Air Station in Tustin but or- 
dered to move to M i m a r  by 1999. 

The Marines are concerned 
ortcomings of Miramar 

and abo"Y th cost of constructing new 
facilities at a time when the mili- 
tary is being asked to reduce 
overhead, Bartelt said. Ramp and 
hangar space and a shortage of on- 
base housing at Miramar are 
among the Marines biggest con- 
cerns. 

For the past 18 months, the 
eight-member March Joint Powers 
Cornmission has been cieveluping a 
r e i  p!m fer ahizt two-thirds of 
the base not needed by the Air 
Force after 1996. 

While an influx of Marines 
would help soften the economic 
blow caused by military cutbacks 
at March and further shield the 
base from future Pentagon cut- 
backs, reuse olticials said the Ma- 
rine overtures could "pull out the 
rug out from under" community 
redevelopment efforts. 

"This is not going to make them 
(the Marines) many friends in the 
community," said Stephen Al- 
bright, executive director of the 
March commission, which is made 
up of representatives from River- 
side County and the cities of Perris, 
Moreno Valley and Riverside. 

Cammission members already 
have made it clear to military 
reserve units interested in surplus 
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property at March that they do not 
want a large helicopter contingent 
at the base because of noise con- 
cerns and incompatibility with 
Axed-wing aircraft. 

Helicopters, aviation experts 
said, kick up a lot destructive 
debris that could get sucked into final touches on a report that 
the inlets of jet aircraft. a c l w r  look at joint 

But backers of a stronger mili- civilian use of March. 
tarY Presence at March see the Joint use is seen as a 
Marines as an alternative to a effective way for a commun 
civilian airport that might take get a commercial airport. 

economy. one to share the cost of 
Years to contribute to the local same time, the military 

"I don't WOW how possible it is aifield. 
but if they sent a survey team* I El Toro is not schedul 
think they be about until 1999, but the Mari 
it," said a former wing relocate 2,200 aviators 

at March who personnel to Miram 
the March as a mem- Station in San Di !xr af its advisory committee. 1996. Any request by the Marines to 
re1-e m - ~ k  r q ~ i r e  
approval of Secretary of Defense InalIIIng a1 
William P e w  and the eight-mem- slated t0 move 

independent Base Realm- Ca"p Pendleto 
merit and Closure Commission. menw impact 

The Defense Department will The Mari 
produce what is expected to be the branches of th PAUL GILL 
Anal list of recommended base forced to cut costs as their num- 
closures on March 1. The number bers are reduced and don't want to I 
of bases to be closed will be get caught off guard as they did 
determined by national security when El Toro ap$mmd on the 
concern and budgetary casider- 1993 lM at the last moment 
ations. - - -- 

N 
The Marines already have scut- 

tled plans to shift El Toro units to a 
ground combat center in Twenty- 
nine Palms because of ax& associ- 
ated with a new runway. And the 
millions of dollars needed to u p  
grade facilities at Miramar, may + 
push them to March, said Rep. Ken 1 

Calvert, RCorona. 



MISSION 6l SOMALIA: Saving the starving , -= <*&., s , 
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Marines take off 
from. March base 
on Somalia mission 
By Marlowe Churchill 
The  Press-Enterprise 

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE 
The first 700 of thousands of 

Camp Pendleton and Twentynine 
Palms Marines began leaving yes- 
terday from March Air Force Base 
aboard Air Force transports on a 
26-hour flight to E,wt or Kenya 
where they then will make their 
way to Mogadishu, Somalia. 

The long flight came after a long 
bus ride from their bases and an 
even longer wait inside a cavern- 
ous hangar. The operation was 
reminiscent of Operation Desert 
Storm in the Persian Gulf two 
years ago. 

The rdief effort, dubbed Opera- 
tion Restore Hope, began in tits 
and starts as the Air Force and 
Marines wrestled with the prob- 
lems of scheduling planes so that 
Marine uni$ will arrive in Somalia 
at the same time as their equip- 
ment. 

"This is not like a Eeld exer- 
cise." said Marine C-Llzcer,. Sg. 
Allen Housewright, a 23-year vet- 
eran. "If you forget something, you 
do without it." 

Yesterday's eight flights out of 
March base set The pace for the 
next few days as the first wave of 
Marines begins setting up tent 
cities and headquarters in Somalia, 
unloading ship-borne supplies in 
Mogadishu and preparing for the 
tens of thousands of Marines and 
soldiers who can expect their hu- 
manitarian job to last three to four 
months. 

Air Force Brig. Gen. Don Jen- 
sen, March's wing commander, 
toured the huge Pride Hangar 
yesterday decorated with Ameri- 
can flags, Christmas trees, cots, 
television sets and a hundred por- 
table toilets for the mobilized Ma- 
rines. "This is a very pivotal base 
for this operation and we're ensur- 
ing our full support," he said. 

"I'm so proud of our people that 
we can show off our skills," he said. 
March's 22nd Air Refueling Wing, 
which flies KC-10 tankers, and the 
Air Force Reserve's 452nd Air 
Refueling Wing, which flies KC-135 
tankers, is playing a role in the 
---A L.._ .^_..__ -_ail _-*-a,_ ^-^ 

For the next week, the Air Force 
will be sending C-5 Galaxy, C-141 
Starlifter transports and civilian 
aircraft to March to transport 
troops to Somalia. 

As many as 5,000 Marines will be 
sent to Somalia from the Twenty- 
nine Palms Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center and more 
than 4,000 are expected from 
Camp Pendleton, Marine officials 
said. 

Although the Air Force tried to 
make the Marines comfortable as 
they waited up to six hours for 
their flights while March teams 
loaded packs and supplies, the 
mood inside the hangar was not 
exactly jovial. 

"We're antsy," said 2nd Lt. Jade 
Richard, whose unit will begin 
unloading ships as soon as they 
arrive in Mogadishu. "Everybody 
just wants to get out of 'Dodge' as 
soon as we can." ".. marines, some of whom were 
getting inoculations in the hangar, ,:.. - rlucJ up at me Salvation Army's 
canteen which was prepared to 
serve 50 gallons of coffee, 300 
dozen donuts and 175 cases of soft 
drinks. 

"We've all been thoroughly 
briefed," said Richard. "We know 
what to expect." 

Added Gunnery Sgt. Gene Ad- 
ams: "Ticks, flies.. ." 

Adams said his 43-man unit will 
set up satellite communications for 
the operation. Everybody leaving 
yesterday will arrive in Somalia 
with 30 days worth of supplies, and 
can expect to eat packaged Meals 
Ready to Eat (MREs) for a month 
or more until U.S. forces can 
organize their encampments. 

Young Marines, many of them 
on their first deployment, said they 
hoped Americans would respond 
with mail and gift packages such as 
their brethren received during the 
Middle East war. 

However, military officials say it 
will be some time before mail and 
communication links can be estab- 
lished in Somalia which has been 
decimated by war and famine for 
two years. 
7 L -  "-^_^:_._> ........_ _ _ _ . i L _ _ * ^ _ I  

Kurt Mlller / The Press-Enterprise 

Mariner line up yes?e:dey st Maick~ Air Force Base near Moreno Valley as they prepare to board a transport to Somalia. 

I 

I I Superior Court of the State of California 
For the County of Los Angeks 1 1 Munwll, et d. ) Case No. BC 031472 

v. ) 
Mervyn's et al. ) Class Action 
If you made a purchase at a M e m n ' s  store in California 
between ~anu&y 1,1991 and 0a;ber 31,1991 using a Visa, 
Mastercard, American Express or Discover credit card, your 
rights may be affected by this suit. / Description of the Lau~suit. Between January 1 ,  1991 and 

I September 30, 1991. Memn's used a form for recording credit card 
I transactions. That form contained a blank space labelled "Phone No." 
I Plaintiffs allege that the presence of that blank space on Mervyn's 

credit card form violated the provisions of Civil Code Section 1747.8. 

, The court has not ruled on the merits of plaintiffs' claim or the 
defenses asserted by Defendant Mervyn's. The Coun expresses no 
opinion as to the proposed settlement. 
Proposed Settlement. A settlement has been proposed by the class 
representatives and Meyn 's .  Under the terms of the proposed 
settlement, Mervyn's would pay a total of $6 million to class members 
in the form of 30% Discount Vouchers for use in the purchase of 
merchandise in Merqn's located in California. There will be a cap on 
the maximum dollar value of the discount available through use of a 
Discount Voucher. The cap has not been determined, but will be 
$40.00 or less, and is dependent on the number of persons making 
claims and the amount of attorneys fees and costs of class notice and 
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Wllllam W. Lewls Il l /  The Associated Press 

Marines from Camp Pendleton nap at March ' . board planes for Diego Garcia in the Indian 
Air Force Base yesterday while waiting to Ocean. The red cans contain insect spray. 

Marines depart from March 
By Don Babwin 
The Press-Enterprise 

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE 
About 300 Marines and 100 

sailors climbed aboard three 
planes and headed toward the 
Persian Gulf yesterday, part of a 
mounting U.S. military effort 
against the threat of an Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Most of the Marines were bused 
from Camp Pendleton in northern 
San Diego County. 

'It's just one of those things," said 
Sgt. Michael Murzuinski, who was 
making his second trip to the 
Middle East - the first being when 
h e  participated in Operation 
Desert Storm. "We have to do it." 

The Marines appeared relaxed 
as they climbed the stairway to 
board the slate gray KC-10. One 
pulled out a small camera and took 
pictures of a newspaper photogra- 
pher taking his picture. In fact, 
after waiting, and sometimes nap- 
ping, to pass the hours in a hangar 
or  in buses on the tarmac, they 
looked eager to get into the plane. - -----.-.."-, _ - __ - ----,~maaL~--- 

Yesterday's activit ies also refueling stop a t  McGuire Air ' -- 
served as a reminder of March's Force Base in New Jersey. A 
value when it comes to mobilizii~g Marine omcia1 said the remainder 
troops. Although March will scale of the planes' flight plans were I 

back from an active base to a classified. 
reserve base, Marines adamantly ' According to Hagar, once the 
defend the n ~ e d  for the base. . troops arrive a t  Diego Garcia, they 

46mhh '@ away only if me  will board a flotilla of five warships 1 - 
Marines go out of Pendleton," John carrying tanks, fuel, weapons'and 
Carr, project manager for the Air other equipment - enough to ' 
Force Base Conversion Agency, .Sustain 16,500 combat troops for 30 
said earlier this year. days. 

The base is still seen as cm I 

important launch pad for f ~ t -  The Associated Press contribut- '' 
moving U.S. military forces, espe- ed to this report. 1 
cially since the proposed alternil- . -. 
tive for flying out Southern Cali- 
fornia units is Travis Air Force 
Base. near Sacramento. 

The Marines and sailors flying 
out of March Air Force Base were 
scheduled to fly to the Indian 
Ocean island of Diego Garcia, 
according to Marine Staff Sgt. , 
Janice Hagar. The 3 p.m. flight of 
the KC-10 was the third flight to 
Diego Garcia of the day. Earlier, 
two C-141s took off from Marcti. 

They a re  scheduled to make one 
- - - - -  P 

^_I_ 

> - - - 
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American 
troops 
readied 
Stern warning 
issued to Saddam 
By Susanne M. Schafer 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 
The United States assigned 54,000 

troops to the Persian Gulf and put 
15,000 more on standby yesterday to 
back up a warning to Saddam Hussein 
that another attack on Kuwait would 
result in certain defeat. 

Moreover, administration officials 
hinted that if the Iraqi leader repeats 
his actions of 1990, the United States 
will not "repeat the mistakes of the 
past" and let him off the hook - and 
even suggested it might not take an 
actual invasion of Kuwait to trigger a 
U.S. response. 

President--Clintow interrupted a Co- - 
lumbus Day holiday weekend at Camp 
David and met for 90 minutes a t  the 
White House with his national security 
team. 

AtteIwards he called King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia for what a White House 
amcia1 called "a very positive conver- 
lation" in which the king expressed - . .A. e... . . - . . 

lmmy Doranter /The hessEnterprise 

Marlnes board a KC-10 at March Air Force Base Ocean as U.S. and Iraqi tensions intensified. The 
yesterday for a flight to Diego Garcia in the lndian Marines are from Camp Pendleton. Backpage. 

phone call on condition of not being intent," said United Nations Ambassa- "The main message . . to Saddam 
identified by name, said the king as- dor Madeleine Albright, pointing out Hussein is, 'Do not make a mistake. Do 
. . - % - & - - L -  - ,. . . *  . I .  I . - - L _  , ..- - --- J ,.a *A#, I -  "A nrrn - _ *  -- - I. .I . . .-. 
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Gulf movements cancel March air sho~v 
) The open house had 10 in response to Iraqi troop 

, movement toward Kuwait, said 
been scheduled for Maj. Hank Emerson, public affairs 

this weekend. chief for the refueling wing. 
Early yesterday morning, 6 1 

~ a r i n e s  left from March to inspect 
The Press-Enterprise Persian Gulf seaports where ship- 

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE + ment~  of supplies and equipment 
An open house and air show are being sent for Allied nations. 

planned for this weekend at March About 18,000 Marines are on 
Air Force Base was canceled standby alert for deployment to the 

, yesterday because of preparations Kuwait area, Emerson said. If 
for a possible influx of Marines on they are sent, they will leave from 
their way to the Persian Gulf. . , * Mm~b. 

Co!. Stephen Lorem, command- Lerenz said Mmch ~!ready is 
er of the 722nd Air Refueling Wing, ' working on next year's open house, 
said the deployment of Camp Pen- which will feature the Air Force 
dleton Marines from March this Thunderbirds and Canadian Snow- 
weekend would be too disruptive to birds aerial demonstration teams. 
conduct the open house and air March had to postpone its open 

: show. house and air show four years ago - 
He said that moving troops and &---+- 

,cargo from. the ,  Marines' only I 
, ~ouThern California deployment lo- 
cation .will require a large area of - - I 
'the aircraft ramp space that would' 
have been used for 'air show dis- I 

when Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait, prompting massive move- 
ments of Marines from Camp 
Pendleton and Twentynine Palms 
who took part in operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. 

plays. 
More than' 450 Marines already 

have left from the base since Oct. 
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Russian media have reported that ser- 
vicemen overwhelmingly supported the 
party led by ultranationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky in the Dec. 12 parliamentary 
electionsl. 

e 

I -- 
I 
Russia drops plan E 

A 8 to h~alve military 
k The Associated Press - 

MOSCOW 
In another major concession to the ' e  

military, the government of President 
8 - Boris Yeltsin has scrapped plans to reduce 
0" 

the size of  the Russian army by nearly half, 
Defense Minister Pave1 Grachev said yes- 

. 

- & terday. 
- E "We aren't going to make sharp cuts, we I 

8 aren't going to hurry." said Grachev, i 
& whose troops have been demoralized by 
i; the chaca and cutbacks that followed the 
$ -collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Yeltsin has repeatedly showed his grati- ' 

. tude to the army for coming to his defense 
- albeit reluctantly - and helping him to 
defeat his hard-line opponents in parlia- 

W ment &t. 4. 
Since October, he has raised soldiers' 

salaries and pensions, exempted them 
from income taxes, paid high-profile: visits 
to military bases and scaled back plans for 
conve.rtir?g factories from defense to civil- 

; ian production. 



at borders 
; . I + >  , ,. r ' S  I . . ,  . 

8 C  , 
By Mlohael R. Qordon 
New York Tlmeu News Service 

WASHINQTON 
The Russian military has reposi- * 

tioned forces along its northern and J' 

southern flanks as they return from , Central Europe, raising concern among 
NATO and U. S. ofacials who say the 
redeployment exceeds limits scheduled 
to take effect next year under a treaty 
reducing conventional weapons in Eu- 
rope. 

I The deployments, and Moscow's ef- 
fort to renegotlate the treaty to accom- 
modate them, are emerging as a major 
irritant in the Pentagon's efforts to 
forge closer relations with the Russian 
military. 

Along with the Ames espionage case, 
Russia's increasingly assertive foreign 
policy and its mixed signals on coopera- 
tion with NATO, the deployment Is 
helping to stimulate a wide debate over 
whether Moscow is a partner that 
Washington can work with or a rival 
determined to use Its military power to 
intimidate its neighbors. 

Administration ofacials say Russia's 
moves reflect its military's unhappiness 
with the arms control limits negotiated 
by the Soviet Foreign Ministry during 
the Gorbachev era and determination 
to maintain a strong presence in the 
volatile Caucasus region in the south. 

I. Some Western emerts sav the con- 
cerns cited by the ~ksm military are -- 
legitimate. 

- 
a .  . 
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N. Korea reported I 

. .. adding capacity., 
to nuclear plant I 

By Mlchael R. Gordon 
New York Tinres News Service - 

WASHINOTON 
North Korea is expanding the 

potential of its nuclear installation 
to separate pl~ltonium and may 
double the capa,city of the plant in 
as little as six months, American 
ofllcials said yesterday. 

The omcials said international 
monitors dhcovered while visiting 
the site last rnonth that North 

KnrPnWinstalline 

installation of the new line is likely 
to add to the pressure from con- 
gressional critics for the . Clinton 
administration to take fl timer 
stand. 

So far, the administration has 
argued in favor of a cautious, "step 
by step" approach, arguing that 
time is on its side. 

On Thursday, the U.N. '~ecurl& 
Council issued a statement urging 
the North Koreans to allow the 

I Others argue t W  
would give R 
in projectin 
"near abr 
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~"YeItsin OKs bases outside ~ussia 
i Some neighbring republics certain to rewe agreement 
? 

By Alan Coopennan The Yeltsin government has become more 
' The Associated Press assertive about Russia's national interests in 

MOSCOW the former !bviet Union since Communists . 
: President Boris Yeltsin has approved the and extreme nationalists won roughly 40 
1 Russian military's plans to establish about 30 percent of the national vote in December's 

permanent bases in neighboring former parliamentary c:lections. 
Soviet republics, the Defense Ministry said voul,j have been bad democrats and yesterday. I would no bngelr respect myself if I did not 

Yeltsin instructed the Foreign Ministry to heed the opinion of the voters," Foreign 
hold talks with Russia's neighbors and con- Minister Andrei Kozyrev said on Russian 
clude formal base agreements. But it was television this week. 

hOU' many Of the new The UAR.T=s news agency quoted Gen. , would acquiesce. Mikhail Kolcsnikov, chief of Russia's general 1 . Latvia reacted angrily, saying it "will m, as saying some of the 30 bases would be I 
. never agree to set up Russian military bases formed from existing units, such as the 

on the Latvian territory:* Latvian govern- Skrunda early--warning radar facihty in 1 
, ment officials accused Yeltsin of reneging on Latvia and the 201st motorized rifle division 

plans to withdraw all Russian troops from in Tajikistan. 
their country. It was not immediately clear whether 

I 
Yeltsin's move reflects Russia's increas- Yeltsin's decision would result in any sub- 

"near abroad," where it has stationed an A spok-1 for the Defense Ministry said 
estimated 16,000 troops. he could not arrswer such questions. 

ingly active military role in what it calls the stantial expansion of Russian troops abroad. ' 





t 

- .  b Colonel Richard B. Johnson Jr. 

[ ~ l i . l  1435 Trenton Dr. 

I \A,' 
Riverside, CA 92506 

I 



SCENARIO 2B 
MARCH AIR FORCE BASE * THE MARCH OPPORTUNITY .k 

Requires the Navy to: 

1 .  Continue to operate Miramar as a joint fighter base, with added Marine aircraft present 

Requires the Marines to: 

1. Move its jet fighters from El Toro 65 miles south to Miramar 

2. Move its helicopters from Tustin 35 miles east to March 

3. Redesignate March as a Marine base, for primary use by rotary-wing aircraft and secondary 
use by transports and tankers 

Permits the Marines to: 

d o v i d e  rapid reaction transport support to Pendleton, 35 miles away, and to Twenty-Nine Palms, 
75 miles away 

MILCON Cost: $610.6 million 



Date: 4/10/95 

TO : Honorable Alan Dixon, Chafirnlan 
Defense Base Closure & ~ealignment commission 
1700 North Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA, 22209 

From: Jerrold L. Wheaton M.D. 
21335 Twining Ave 
Riverside, CA, 92518-2844 

Subject: March Air Force Base 

I represent the 188 members of the Inland County Chapter of the 
Military Order of The World Wars and the more than 800 members of 
the chapters in central and southern. California. We ask your 
support to seek testimony from the USMC prior to or at the time 
of the scheduled hearing in San die go^, 28 April 1995. The USMC 
has studied the proposed BRAC 93 motre and can present an attrac- 
tive cost saving alternative. 

Financial and operational shortfa1l.s can be prevented by moving 
USMC rotary wing units to March AFB rather than the scheduled 
move to Miramar. March AFB is approx:imately halfway between Camp 
Pendleton and Twenty Nine Palms. The! specific advantages are: 

1. Enhanced USMC rapid respon.se capability to meet nation- 
al defense emergency Time Phased Deployment List re - 
quirements. 

2. Improved USMC training Capabilities. 

3. Significant dollar cost savings: 

a. About a third of a billion in movement and renovat- 
ion costs. 

b. $50 M annual operating expense savings. 

c. $29 M cumulative savings in annual housing/quarters 
allowance. 

The above facts can be verified by a very recent USMC study. 

Your support is urgently requested. 



Air Force Village West 
21 229 Westover Circle 
Riverside, CA 9251 8 

14 April 1995  

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure Realignment Commission 
1700  North Moore Street, Suite 1425 -- 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

As a retired Air Force Career military planner, I write 
to you to ask for support of the most sensible reversal 
of a terribly wrong decision to substantially close 
March Air Force Base. 

It is of vital importance to national defense that the 
resources of March be maintained as an Active Duty Station 
for the ready defense forces of this nation. Its resources 
as a deployment center for both manpower and materiel 
which were developed to a major extent in World War 11, have 
served our country exceedingly well in the Korean, Vietnam, 
and more recently the Desert Storm buildups. 

The resources-in-being at March in terms of housing, fuel storage, 
runway and the entire supporting infrastructure could immediately 
accommodate sizable troop strengths, such as those Marine Forces 
currently based at Tustin and el Toro Marine Bases, with very 
minimum costs. The facilities are there now with all support 
facilities in place. 

The current proposal to "sell-off" about 70% of the Base 
to accommodate only a Reserve Training Mission will destroy 
the Base structure as an integrated entity for a national defense 
mission as a major deplayment Base. The closure of Norton AFB 
only a few miles to our north has proven there is no buyer on 
the horizon for the assets we would "sell". So our economic loss, 
if the present program is pursued, will be as total as our loss 
of National Defense capability in the time of our next sudden "crisis" 

We have needed March Air Force Base in all crisis situations before. 
We continue to need March in the planning for our future. 

Sincerely, 1 

LT COL USAF (RET) 



Alan Dixon 
Chairman SRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear S i r :  

I l is tened t o  your opening statements regarding t h i s  the  
f o u r t h  base c losure and realignments commision and t h a t  
everything w i l l  be looked a t  very c lose ly  and tha t  a l l  
opt ions are on the table.  

Owing the l a s t  ga around Miramar Naval A i r  S ta t ion  was 
real igned i n  such a  manner as t o  sen13 Tap Gun (F-26.5 and F- 
18'5) t o  Fa l lon  N.A.S., Nevada and a l l  F-14's were t o  go t a  
Lemaore N.A.S. CA. 

Sametime 1 ast  year Navy High Brass saw f i t  t o  qo t o  
Washington and qet the movement of  the F-14's d iver ted t o  
Oceana N.G.S. ,  VA. by saying the expense was 5o great i n  the 
amount of bu i l d i ng  needed a t  Lemoore N.A.S.. Par t  of the  
argument had to do w i th  the remaval and rebu i ld ing  of the F- 
I 4  t r a i n e r s  from Miramar t o  Lemnorrt. 

I S  these F-14's are allowed t o  trans4:er t o  Oceana i t  w i l l  
mean they w i l l  have t o  be f e r r i e d  across the  U.S. t o  m a k e  
deployments on the west coast car r ie rs .  This w i l l  no t  be 
cost ed-Fective. 

I b e l i v e  t h a t  a be t te r  so lu t i on  i s  to movE the  F-14's t o  
March A.F.B., CA. which has been real igned and has been 
designated a Reserve A.F.B. .  There i s  p len ty  of  hangar space 
and i t  i s  just a short  distance from Miramar N.A.S.  where the  
F-14 t r a i n e r s  are and they w i l l  not. have t o  be dismantled nor 
will t h e  F-14's need t o  be ferried across the U.S. saving 
t ime and money when being deployed. 

Rename March &.F.B. t o  flarch N.fi.5. and leave the  A.F.  
Ressrve on s t a t i o n  as there i s  p lenty  of  roam. T h i s  base w a s  
a bomber and i n  f l i g h t  re fue l i ng  base. 

W e  are c los ing  and rea l ign ing  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and 
reducing t roop l eve l s  because the deficit is so hiqh. T h i s  
shauld save many m i l l  ions of  t a x  dol1,lrs over the 1  ong run. 

U ~ r y -  truf y  yours, 
- - - <<?-/ 
,- a& k 3 2 z s i  s 
Sf e:!f'Santa ana Beach, Inez CA. 92075 



FROM GEORGE U'. TAEII,C)R, CMSGT RES'TKRED. 
34011 H?LRROW HIJ21A RD. 
L.QX EI,SINORE, CA4. 92532 

ro : UIE HONORABLE ALAN DIXON 
cHA- 
DEFENSE CLOSURE AND REA1,IG:NMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NO. MOORE ST. SUITE 1425, .%RLINGTON, VA. 22209 

3 W E C T :  FWQUEST TO RECONSIDER REALIGNMENT OF AMARCH AFB IN 
1996. 

SIR 
I. I am one of 573,000 plus, USAF retirees, haling served our Country for forty years, 

mostly with experience in 'Tactical Combat Cotntrlunications and having great appreciation 
for the logistics invoked with getting a lot of nlen and equipment from here to there to 
complete a mission. To this end. I have two concerns that I am taking this opportunity to 
address. 

. The first and furenlost concern is in regard to the number of military facilities that have 
either heen closed or that are scheduled for closure throughout the Country and specifically 
the number on the southern west coast. I undlerstand the desire to downsize our 
Government in the interest of economy, justified, in your mind, by the cold war threat that 
was once of great concern: and n o y  appearing tc) have passed with the demise of the 
Soviet IJnion. Despite this event. and as has been demonstrated in the recent past, there 
are others, in the East, that pose just 3s real a tlweat, although maybe smaller in size, and in 
different ways. they represent unstable Govenunents that have no ethics or regard for 
human We, as we in ,-herica. value it, Please consider the World Trade Center, the 
Gassing incident in Japan, Assassinations in Haiti, the two Americans in the iroc incident, 
and therefore, what I consider to be unpredictable, trigger happy, "Loose Cannons". 

The United States always takes a leading role if such events warrant. and if warranted, 
deploy the military that will meet the need where ever it is. Troops in this area usually can 
travel to hlarch AFB by road because of the close pro.xhity resulting in a faster response 
time, in and gone. The remaining facilities left to receive these deploying organizations, if 
they can not process through March AFB, will be 'Travis AFB, It is too far and too time 
consuming to drive to from this area, so, C-130 Lib-craft would have to be the answer, 
and a added step in the process. Where wilt tht:se Aircraft depart from, and how much 
time is reasonable, to build up Aircraft Pallets, Load the Aircraft, Process the man power 
and fly to Travis, only to again, reload Men. Materials and Equipment on to C-5 and C- 
141 Aircraft. Believe me. these actions will consume much more valuable time that 
Military Management will not want to gjve up. givc:n the Mission. 

3 During the Gulf war? Somalia and Haiti, American troops were deployed from Norton and 
March Air Force Bases. As you are aware, George AFR, now closed. was a Tactical 



Fighter base on the CVest Coast and had capability to strike oflshore targets, The nearest 
Tactical capability, out side 01 the Xavy at Miramar, now, is Nellis AFn in Nevada, some 
300 miles inland, the fuel, now has to be expended to get this far. and therefore, liiniting 
operation for strikes against off shore targets. Since Norton was closed and the property 
reverting to public use, McCellan AFB in Sacramento, 400 hfiles to the North is the only 
Air Materiel Base on the southern west coast left. Now, to realign March AFB, the only 
AFB left in this area, and give most of the facilitia up to public use, transferring, the Air 
refueling capability to Trakls AFB. appears to mt:, to be placing all our eggs into too few 
baskets, thus, making the consolidated Bases easiex, one time and you are out, targets for 
terrorist threats, and there by, placing what little defense capability we have left in obvious 
jeopardy. It is my opinion and sincere concern that t h  effort to down size the military 
amounts to one being penny wise and pound foolish to the extent that your committee is 
recommending. Certainly, being in politics. you have to h o w  that todays friend very well 
may be tomorrows enemy. 

- The secui~d concern ia a inore pcrsonal one, and that is the loss of the Medical, BX and 
Commissary facilities. With George and Norton closed and March being realigned, as you 
are aware, these facilities become casualties of the action. 
I do not understand why the government would have spent the great sums of money to 
build new commissaries and other new facilities, especially as was done at March AFB at 
great cost, only to close them down, it just seems to me to be poor planning and not very 
good management, and then to top that all off, they will most probably be given away for 
pennies on the dollar. 

of the retired community, ( The retired cornm~mnity, totally, is a vety substantial 
population, numbering more than the present Active Force), that relied on these facilities 
and benefits. as was promised, if we remained for at least 20 years, wiU be forced to 
endure hardships as a result of these recommendations. 
The number, out here. haling retired here, hecausc: there were ample bases to support the 
promise, wiU, In effect, receive a substantial cut in pay, and in some cases, for those who 
served their country and were disabled, they will really have been abandoned, as they 
have a real and genuine mobility problem. 
As for the rest of us, Whlle it is true that one could drive to 24, Palms, Camp Pendleton or 
hliramar to receive Medical treatment and or visit  he commissary. The fuel expended to 
get there, in most cases, would negate the savings. 

I personally consider personal reasons to be of a lesser concern than a National 
concern and , therefore, I urge you and your com~nittee to take an earnest hard, second, 
look at how you are depleting our National Defense posture as a whole. Specifically, at 
March AFB, being a major deployment base in this area, for ,4NG Combat Com 
Squadrons, Army, Army Reserve and the Marine [Corps fiom Pendleton and 29 Palms. 
From my experience, the increased logistical problems that this realignment wdI create in 
deployment requirements, to move Men, Material$, and Equipment to a Air Head in an 
expedient amount of time, and, as well as, for the multitude of the retired community, that 
depended on all three of tilese bases in the Southenz Cahfomia area. It make seme that 
*MARCH AFB SHOUI,D REMAL! ,ICTIVE, :LND OPEN AS IS. 



6. Thank you fbr your consideration to read this letter and hopefully it will spark further 
rniiew of the matter. 

RESP&TFI JLLY SUBMITTED 

GEO GE W. TAk'1,O CMSGT RET. AD* 
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Redlands, CA 92373 
6 April 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir: 

While I am totally supportive of closure o f  non-essential mil itary facilities, 1 believe 
such closures must  be done wi th  a view t o  the people impacts involved. As you are welt 
aware, So. CA has been especially hard hit with the closure or  eminent closure of  George 
A m ,  Norton AfB,  El Toro MCAS, severat facilities in Long Beach, and the realignment 
(essentially closure) o f  March A f 8 .  With the less o f  hospitals, commissaries, and exchanges, 
these closures have and will continue t o  have a significant adverse ef fect  on thousands o f  
military retirees and their families. f am particularly concerned about the scheduled loss o f  
the commissary and exchange a t  March Am next year. 

Sltould the March A f B  commissary and exchange be closed, retirees In the greater 
San Bernardino - Riverside, CA area will be l e f t  with no military shopping facilities within 
any reasonable driving distante. I feel empathy f o r  those retirees and/or widowers who 
bought into AF Village West in Riverside because o f  i t s  close proximity t o  the regional 
military hospital and large base exchange and commissary a t  March AfB. ?he importance 
of  the March facilities upon the ret ired community can readily be ascertained bg merely 
visiting them on any day o f  the week. 

Retirees generally look upon the use of  military facilities not as a privilege or  
entitlement but rather as earned compensation f o r  years o f  arduous service involving both 
personal, family, and financial sacrifice in the service o f  our country. fur ther,  use o f  such 
facilities during retirement has always been a military career retention incentive. 

I solicit your support in keeping the commissary, exchange, service station, and Class 
6 store a t  M ~ r c h  A f B  open. 

Thank you, 
I 

Joe Ronchetto 
L-t: Col USAF. R e t  



Sun City, CA, 
3/23/95 

To: H o n .  William Clinton, President of the U.S.A. 

Dear President Clinton, 
March Air Force Base must be closed because it is not 

needed for national security and, federal spending, the mational 
debt and taxes on middle income people and small businesses must 
be reduced. 

Since MAFB was opened more than 77 years ago it has become 
a great danger to the health and safety of many thousands of 
people who live in the cities surrounding the base. Five schools 
are less than a mile from the base. 

Each large aircraft pollutes the air for miles around the 
base with 100 to 140 pounds of particulate matter each tlme it 
flys away and again when it returns to MAFB. These air borne 
particles are breathed into the lungs and increases the 
likelyhood of childhood respiratory diseases. Infants, old 
people and sick people are especially vulnerable to these toxic 
particulates. 

In the cities of Riverside, Moreno Valley and Perris which 
surround the base, on an average day, 80 micrograms of these 
poison particles, less than 10 microns in diameter, are 
suspended in each cubic meter of air breathed, by all the people 
in these cities and other communities, for miles around the 
base. On the second highest day (per yr) of pollution the 
weight increases to 278 micrograms per cubic meter compared to 
Los Angeles where it is 55 on an average day and 132 micrograms 
on the second highest day. (the highest day is considered a 
statistical anomaly). 

Particle smog kills an estimated 275 people in Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties each year, according to Bart Ostro, 
epidemiologist in the Calif. Environmental Protection Agency as 
reported 3/18/95 in the Riverside Press-Enterprise. 

Airplane noise generated on and near MAFB goes into 
schools, homes, and hospitals and greatly annoys ~nfants, 
elderly people, teachers, students, clergymen, and people at 
weddings, funerals, sick people, people uslng telephones, 7'V's 
and radios. 

Visibility near MAFB and all over Southern California is 
often so poor and the sky so overcrowded wlth all klnds of 
aircraft that some do collide over cities in Southern California 
such as San Dlego where 150 people were killed In one collision 
and Cerritos where 82 were killed in one collision 

I urge the President to lead the cabinet and the Congress 
in action to close MAFB and converting the property to non- 
aviatlon use. 

Sincerely, 





FAA takes 
dimview :: 
of launch i ,  

Rochzts no hazard,, 
principal - .Ax : am maintains , . 

BY Rek p e o P ~ i Z  fv'+y 
The Press-Enterprise 

MEAD VALLEY 
Federal aviation ofecials are  not laugh- 

ing about a model rocket launch organized 
by a Mead Valley Elementary School 
principal in November as "just a little dig" 
at low-flying airplanes from nearby March 
Air Force Base. 

"Sending up a model rocket to gauge the 
height of an airplane is illegal and foolish," 
said Fred O'Donnell, a Los Angeles spokes- 
man for the Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, which investigated the incident. "Civil 
disobedience is one thing endangering 
lives is another." I 

O'Donnell said model rocket launches 
are prohibited within a five-mile radius of 
a mllitary or commercial airport, but 
Mead Valley Elementary principal Tom 
Hale probably will not be cited for sending' 
up a half-dozen model rockets with the 
help of fifth-grade students Nov. 27. 5 

Hale, who was surprised at the fuss that' 
erupted over the rocket launch, said there 
was never any hazard posed to students or 
aircraft. He said he had not been aware 
there was a regulation against rocket 
launches within five miles of an airport. 

"I was in violation of an FAA regula- 
tion," Hale said. "I didn't know there was 
an FAA regulation there." 

Both FAA and U. S. Air Force oficiaB 
met with the principal in late December ta,  
discuss safety concerns, O'Donnell said. 

The FAA received several telephone. 
calls about Ule incident, including one, 
from Jon R. Modlin of Norco. a Navy 
fighter pilot during the Vietnam era and a 
commercial airline captain for the past 12 
years. 

Modlin, who was forced to bail out of 
airplanes three times in combat, said 
Hale's rocket launch was a bad lesson for 
students. 

"Even more disturbing;" Modlin wrote 
in a scathing letter to Hale two days after 
the Nov. 27 rocket launch, "is the message 
you pass on to these youngsters; that it is 
OK to endanger lives by.stupid acts when 
one disagrees with or is unhappy with a 
particular situation, even when you obvi- 
ously know very little about it!" 

Hale wrote March Air Force Base 
ofecials Aug. 15 complaining about low- 
flying airplanes directly over the school. In 
his letter, Hale said pilots should be 
reminded to follow the correct "flight 
corridor" that would carry them southwest 
of the ichO01 and maintain the "proper 
altitude' over 1.000 feet. 

1 I?IAIICE A I R  FORCE S A S E ,  Riversicle, c a l i f .  

t Lomna lniguez 1 The Press-Lnrerprrse 

1. The elementary schooi isin the unincor- Tom Moody, also from the 
porated Mead Valley area west of the air FAA's Los Angeles office, sald Hale 
base, which has operated since 1918. Hale 
added a note in the letter: "P. S. We have 
just begun a model rocket club. We will be 
&ting our rockets at various times be- 

should have applied for a waiver 
from the FAA if he wanted to 
launch in the five-mile zone. Hale 
said he has applied for a waiver 

tween 7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. so warn your from the FAA to conduct future 
pilots of possible hazards above our schooJ launches, and he is continuing to 
site." -. meet with Air Force officials to 

The day of the launch, several of the 
half-dozen, small plastic rockets reached 
altitudes of more than 1,000 feet. Air Force 
representatives said aircraft often fly 
low as 500 feet as they descend toward or 
climb away from March Air Force - discuss ways to move overhead 

flights away from the school. 
Moody said it was possible for a 

small plastic model rocket to dam- 
age and possibly cause an airplane 
to crash. "Absolutely, it is a con- 

H l e  said the launch "started Out as kind. cern to the FAA," Moody said. 
1 of a joke1' and was intended as 'qusf a little' "Any action that anyone does that 

dig" at the Air Force. A handful of t h e  1 endangers aircraft, we are inter- 
school's PTA members were at the launch 1 ested in that." 
and had complained about low-flying air- Modlin said model rockets, mod- 
planes. 1 el airplanes, even kites and rnetal- 

But in a letter addressed to Modlin after lit balloons are threats to aircraft 
the launch, Hale said it Was part of a .  1 in flight. "We've had aircraft 
science curriculum for fifth-grade students' / brought down by things like this," 
and Ule Air Force was warned before the Modlin said. "There are a lot of 
event to avoid the school area. The launch , lives at stake. My life is at stake." 
was delayed when one airplane flew I Modlin said model rockets can 
"somewhat t0 Ur SC~OO~,"  he ~ t e .  get sucked into a jet turbine and "if 

I "Thus there was' 4' 0 danger to plan Or- the engine *&es, the aircraft 
our skdenb?' Hale wrote. " . . .- drops like a rock . . . If you've 
Our purpose was to launch rockets ever seen an aircraft accident, it's 
for curricular reasons, obviously an absolutely homfying spectacle. 
we have launched more than that." We don't need people throw~ng 

O'Donnell said Hale was wrong problems up at us." 
about the mlnimum altitude and Moreno Valley resident Gene 
the flight pattern for the nearby air Spielman said he also telephoned 
base. He said there is no minimum the FAA to complain about Hale's 
altitude when aircraft are follow- rocket launch. He said when he 
ing prescribed take-off or landing bought a home close to March Air 
patterns within five miles of the Force Base he expected to see a lot 
airport and they are not restricted of airplanes. He said if Hale objects 
to a "comdor." to the air traffic, he should make 

the complaints through proper 
channels. 

"He's teaching children civil dis- 
obedience," Spielman said. "That 
was a dangerous stunt he did." 



Dean W. Brinkman 
215 S. Alameda Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA 92408-1502 

April 5, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon 
chairman, Defense Base Closure and ~ealignment  omm mission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
~rlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

I recently received the enclosed notice on March AFB realignment 
for April 1, 1996. I noticed under the Support and ~ecreation 
Services section that the Commissary is scheduled to close on 
February 1, 1996 and the Base Exchange on January 21, 1996. 

I have previously heard that these facilities were going to be 
retained after the base was realigned. I feel that both of these 
facilities should be retained to service the retiree community and 
reserve forces. This is based on the fact that George AFB in 
Victorville closed in 1993 and Norton AFB in San ~ernardino closed 
in 1994. Both of these installations were in San Bernardino 
County. If the commissary and base exchange close on March AFB 
there would be no facilities in close proximity. Our area has been 
hit hard by the base closures and the loss of these services at 
March AFB would be putting another nail in the coffin. 

I respectfully seek your assistance in retaining these services, 
if they haven't already been retained. 

Would like to hear from you concerning this matter. 

Sincerely, li 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 7220 AIR REFUELING WING (AMC) 

April 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR MILITARY RETIREES AND FAMILY MEMBERS 

FROM: 722 SPTG/CCU 
895 Baucom Ave SE Ste 129 
March AFB CA 925 18-2265 

SUBJECT: Retiree Newsletter 

1. Update on March AFB Realignment. That great baseball philosopher, Yogi Bera, 
once stated, "It is difficult to make predictions, especially about the future." He also said, 
"It ain't over until its over." With those thoughts ever in mind, here are the current 
developments on the realignment of March AFB to an AF Reserve Base effective 1 April 
1996. Since the retiree community is not being realigned, the Retiree Activities Office will 
continue to operate, but possibly at a different location on the base. We hope to provide 
the same quality of support to the retired community, but we await a decision on the 
extent of base services to back up that support. Following is a summary of current 
realignment plans. 

MEDICAL & PERSONNEL SERVICES 

SERVICE STATUS DATE - I I 
OBSTETRICS 
ENT Cl lnk 
R e t b u  L R d r u  D e w n d . ~  Cam 
InpaUsni S.nk.1 
Fllghl Wkh. 
*cur. o u y  o.pn,.e car. 
*cut. c... Clink 
o p l o m y  
P.abuk CII~K 
P b m u c y  . ReUms IRsum h p  
Paa"".cy - ACU". old" ."a 0.0 
Prl- Car. 
Immu~v,". 
Radlobgy 
h n W  k n k e s  
D~.pW.r), - 
S n u l  *nns Tnln lng 
V . h k k  R.gI.VIUa 
nDMT Guard 
SOSW Actions 
P... L ID 
* C C ~ m l " q .  Fh.116. 
C l rWM P.R-1 
EducaUm %mk" 
R H l r n  AcUr*fn 

31 UAR 95 
10 SEP 95 
01 JAN X I 

Tcnnina1.s 
T.nniN1.s 
T a n n n u ~ s  
Tcnnlmtes 
Termbales 
T.nnl".t.. 
T.rml".l.* 
T.mlrut.. 
TennbaUs 
Tarmlnales 
T.rflM1.~ 
T.rmlnrt.. 
Tcnn1naI.s 
Terrn1nal.s 
Terminales 
T.rn1nrI.s 

01 JAN W 
01 JAN 96 
02 FEB OI 
15 UAR % 
21 MAR 36 
11  UAR X 
31 UAR N 
31 UAR 96 

1.rmb"t.d 
31 JUL 95 
31 >UL 95 
10 SEP 95 
31 OCT 95 
31 DEC 15 
3 1  DEC 90 
31 DEC 95 
11  DEC 95 
31 JAN 96 
21 FEE 96 
29 FEE SC 
29 FEB % 
29 FEE 96 
29 FEE N 
29 FEE 96 

Tnns1.r 01 DEC 95 
01 JAN 96 

SUPPORT & RECREATION SERVICES 

SERVICE STATUS DATE 

v I I 
NCD Club 01 OCT 15 
~1.n oming ~ a c i ~ n y  0% OCT 15 I Crash K M  01 OCT a5 
Innight K1lch.n Trmrfer  01 OCT 95 
0' Club Tnn r l e r  01 DEC (5 
Dlnlnp M U  (Food S n )  OI DEC 06 
Franks Franks ' 
Bunper Kinp' 
P h s r b .  01 FEE M 

1 .  

K2r='=" 
W E S  BX ' 
Class VI S lom ' ' Beauty Shop' 

' Flowershop. 
S e ~ k .  SUUon ' 
Earbet Shop 
C O W h S U y '  
S h o p p l ~  ' 
Bas. The.@,- - 
*N L CraR. 
Aulo Hobby Shop 
OuLdoor R.slR.nW 
SUbl.s 
RV Stong. h a  
L l b m y  
Go11 Cwm. 
n~h.1. L T w n  
A*ro Club 
RwnaUan CenUr 
S W I ~ S  L FHnns  Center 

Clos. 
Ciw. 
Cbs. 
Clos. 
CIos. 
Clos. 
Gloss 
Clw. 
Clos. 
CIo.. 

Clw. 
Clos. 
l rmsbr  
Clos. 
Closs 
Clos. 
Clos. 
CIO.. 
C l w a  
CIo" 
Transfer 

IF  N O T  R F T A l N F n  

31 MAY 15 
21JANWi 
21 JAN N 
21 JAN X 
21 JAN N 
21 JAN M 
23 J A N M  
0% FEB IT 
21 FEE X 
28 FEE X 

M M C  S5 
01 DEC 95 
01 JAN 16 
3 0 J A N M  
30 JAN N 
30 JAN W 
I1JANIN(L 
21 FEB M 
1 5 U A R M  
15 W N 
31 MAR M 



FAX*9&2?3-9832 5 plantation Way 
P- ,8>*:!<: -- _ -  $ 7  - ' - - - _ _  _I 

Valley, CA 92555 
- - -. - 

(909) 242-1944 FAX: (909) 243-9632 

March 24, 1995 

Alex Yellin, Navy Team Leader 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Yellin: 

As a Planning Commissioner for Moreno Valley, I would 
like to express my support of continued active duty military 
missions at March Air Force Base. I understand that the 
proposed BRAC 95 has not recommended further downsizing of 
military mission at March Air Force Base. However, other 
military operations could be located at March which could 
strengthen our national defense, provide a cost savings to 
the taxpayers, and receive support from our neighboring 
communities. 

I believe the March facilities are far superior to those 
found at many military installations and are easily adaptable 
for use by other services. Specifically, I believe that 
changing the destination base from Miramar to March for the 
Tustin Marine Corps would result in greater mission 
effectiveness for the Marines at a cost savings due to 
reduced military construction requirements. 

I think it would be in the national interest and in the 
interest of the region to explore opportunities that can 
maximize the continued use of March Air Force Base. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

z . 6  
ele 

City ofr~oreno Valley Planning Commissioner 
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March 27, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman, 
Defense Closure & Realignment Commission 

4700 No. Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  Va. 22209 

Dear M r .  Dixon: 

Regarding t h e  Real ignment of March A i r  Force Base, t h e  A i r  Force spent  w e l l  over  
200 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  2 o r  3  years  on new b u i l d i n g s  and modern iz ing o the rs .  
Doesn ' t  i t  seem reasonable and l o g i c a l  t o  you t o  u t i l i z e  these f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  
f u l l e s t  r a t h e r  spend a d d i t i o n a l  m i l l i o n s  (even t o  a  b i l l i o n  p l u s )  a t  Miramar Naval 
A i r  S t a t i o n  t o  be a b l e  t o  accommodate t h e  Mar ine He l i cope r  Wing f rom E l  Toro A i r  
S t a t i o n  which i s  scheduled t o  c l o s e  s h o r t l y ?  

I f  Congress des i r es  t o  BALANCE THE BUDGET, l e t ' s  ALL t ry  and do ou r  p a r t  t o  
he lp .  Can you imagine HOW PROUD Congress would be o f  DOD and t h e  M i l i t a r y ,  i f  
they  gave o u t  a  " ress  Release" t h a t  t hey  were behind Congress a l l  o f  t he  way, 
and t o  prove t h i s  t h e  Marine H e l i c o p t e r  Wing would be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  March AFB 
w i t h  a  r e s u l t a n t  sav ing  o f  around one b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  p l us .  Not o n l y  t o  ba lance 
t h e  budget b u t  h e l p  reduce t h e  NATIONAL DEFICIT!!! Th i s  c o u l d  be a  ve ry  " s t r a t e g i c "  
move f o r  t he  M i l i t a r y ,  and n o t  o n l y  s e t  o f f  a  "wave o f  Goodwi l l "  f o r  t h e  M i l i t a r y ,  
b u t  encourage o t h e r  se rv i ces ,  agencies and departments t o  f o l l o w  s u i t !  

The Marines would l o v e  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  March AFB t o  Cp Pendleton so they  would 
have maximum e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  case o f  r a p i d  g l o b a l  deployment t o  a  World Hot  Spot!  
A lso  t he  Marines a r e  c l o s e  t o  Cp Pendleton f o r  t h e i r  l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t .  

I s o l i c i t  you r  wholehear ted suppor t  on t h i s  m a t t e r  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  Marine H e l i -  
c o p t e r  Wing a t  March AFB which i s  now g e t t i n g  down t o  t h e  " t ime"  t h a t  command 
dec i s i ons  must be made on way o r  t h e  o t h e r  - SAVE MONEY o r  BUILD MORE FACILITES AT 
MIRAMAR NAVAL AIR BASE! 

Please g i v e  t h i s  m a t t e r  some deep and c a r e f u l  cons ide ra t i on ,  and I would g r e a t l y  
app rec ia te  hea r i ng  f rom you and you r  reasons f o r  you r  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  Mar ine 
He1 i c o p t e r  Wing t r a n s f e r !  

Most s i n c e r e l y .  -- 
Robert W. Moore 
L t .  Col, USA, Retd 
17050 A rno ld  D r i v e  - F-303 
R i  v e r s i  de, Ca. 9251 8 





March 24, 1995 

Alex Yellin, Navy Team Leader 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Yellin: 

As a citizen of Moreno Valley, I would like to 
express my support of continued active duty military 
missions at March Air Force Base. I understand that the 
proposed BRAC 95 has not recommended further downsizing 
of military mission at March Air Force Base. However, 
other military aperations could be located at March 
which could strengthen our national defense, provide a 
cost savings to the taxpayers, and receive support from 
our neighboring communities. 

I believe the March facilities are far superior to 
those found at many military installations and are 
easily adaptable for use by other services. 
Specifically, I believe that changing the destination 
base from Miramar to March for the Tustin Marine Corps 
would result in greater mission effectiveness for the 
Marines at a cost savings due to reduced military 
construction requirements. 

I think it would be in the national interest and in 
the interest of the region to explore opportunities that 
can maximize the continued use of March Air Force Base. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

t b  
\-, L 

Sandra M. Steele 

(909) 924-9092 13555 Plantation Way Moreno Valley, CA 92555 FAX (909) 243-9632 



HARRY E GOLDSWORTHY 
16877 EAKER CIRCLE 
RIVERSIDE, CA 92518 

23 March 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore St., Ste. 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr Dixon, 

March AFB, CA is scheduled for conversion to an Air ~orce 
National Guard/Reserve Base. I understand that, at the same 
time, certain Marine helicopter units are programmed to move 
to Miramar NAS with the requirement for a large construction 
program which will duplicate facilities being surplused at 
March AFB. Retention of March as an active facility would 
seem to be in the best interests of our National Defense as 
follows. 

1. March AFB is one of two logical exit points for large 
scale military deployments from the West Coast as was 
demonstrated by Desert Storm. The recent construction on 
March AFB, following closure of Norton AFB, included new 
housing as well as an upgraded refueling system capable of 
servicing the C-5, C-17 and future large transports. 

2. March AFB is vital to quick deployment of Marines 
stationed in Southern California. Quick response requires an 
airfield capable of rapidly turning around large aircraft and 
accessible to the Marines at Pendleton and Twenty Nine Palms. 
A deployment base requires housing-for troops and space for 
equipment. It also requires an on-site infrastructure of 
messing facilities and other troop support. These are 
available at March. 

3. The planned closure of Tustin and El Toro Marine 
Bases with the proposed move of those units to Miramar will 
require a crash construction program that will 
duplicate facilities that now exist at March and which will 
be declared excess. Transfer of these units to March and 
re-designation of March as a Marine Air Station could be done 
without compromising the mission of the Air National Guard 
and Reserve units. 

4. Retention of March as an active Marine Air Station 
could save up to $300 million in Defense funds. The estimates 
for relocation of the Marine units to Miramar range from a 
low of $936M to $l,700M. The latter figure is probably 



closer to reality. The estimate for moving the units to 
March without the requirement for additional housing is some 
$728M. I don't think a projected saving of some $300M is 
unreasonable. 

5. The level of support for March by the communities of 
Riverside and Moreno Valley has been whole hearted and 
enduring. It is in the best interests of these communities 
to keep March as an active Defense establishment. It is also 
noted that affordable housing is available in both 
communities for those military personnel who may be required 
or elect to live off base. 

We urge your consideration of saving tax dollars and 
enhancing our Defense capabilities by turning March into a 
Marine Air Station for Marine helicopter units. 

Sincerely, 

Harry E- ~oldsworthy I 
Lt Gen USAF Ret. 
16887 Eaker Circle 
Riverside, CA 912518 



23 March 1995 
21l33 Vandenberg Ave. 
Riverside, CA 925 18 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Zeiir Mr. Dixon: 

I live near March Air Force Base, scheduled for conversion to an Air National 
Guard/Reserve Base. I also hear that certain Marine helicopter units programmed to move 
to Miramar NAS will require a very large construction program there for many of the same 
facilities being surplused here at March AFB. 

1. MAFB must remain as an active duty station, from the standpoint of our 
national defense. MAFB is one of only two possible exit points for the military from the 
west coast. The recent construction on MAFB, following the closure of Norton AFB, 
includes new housing as well as an upgraded refueling system capable of servicing the C-5, 
the C-17 and any future large transport aircraft. 

2. Concern for the compromising of the quick deployment capability of the 
Marines stationed in southern California is very high without MAFB as an active duty 
station. Quick deployment requires an airfield equipped for refueling large aircraft that is 
quickly and easily accessible to the Marines at Pendleton and Twenty-Nine Palms. 
Deployment requires space for troops and ey~lipment. It also requires an on-site 
infrastructure of messing facilities capable of supplying rations on site as well as in-flight 
meals. Deployment could be facilitated by the pre-positioning of heavy equipment and 
palatizicn material sz h414!?B. The altcrzztive of bri~gir~g refueling and Lra~lsyort squadrons 9 temporarily to MAFB for a deployment without an on-site infrastructure would require 
bringing all support personnel to MAFB. This personnel would need office space, housing 
and messing facilities in order to operate efficiently, or even at all. 

3. The current planned closure of Tustin and El Toro Marine Bases with the 
proposed move of those elements to Miramar "Marine" Air Station will impose a 
requirement on Miramar for housing that they are ill equipped to meet even with a crash 
building program. The empty quarters at March could easily assimilate the single and 
married Marine personnel. Utilization of the base by these Marine units would provide an 
easily accessed staging area for redeployment of the troops at Pendleton and Twenty-Nine 
Palms, complete with required space and infrastructure. Transfer of the base from the 



USAF to the Marines would simply change the AF National Guard and Reserve Units to 
tenants on a Marine base and would not compromise their mission in any way. 

4. A joint effort of the USAF and the Marines described above has been 
estimated to save money. The estimate for relocation of the Marine units to Miramar 
ranges from a bare bones $936,000,000 to $1,700,000,000. The latter figure is probably 
closer to reality. The estimated cost of moving the same units to March, without additional 
requirements for housing, is $728,000,000. Somewhere between the first two figures is an 
estimated significant savings of at least $300,000,000. A change to March Marine Air 
Station would place the Marine units in juxtaposition in southern California. 

5. The support for military personnel from the communities of Riverside and 
Moreno Valley is well known and has become a tradition within the USAF. These 
communities want the base to remain as an active duty element of our defense structure. 
Concerns about noise have been dissipated by a study that shows that the noise envelope 
of the Marine rotary wing aircraft is less than the current envelope. In addition, the 
availability of affordable housing in both communities is attractive for those Marines who 
may be required to live off base. 

Your careful consideration of the above facts will lead to the conclusion that turning 
March into a Marine Air Station is the most sensible course of action at this time. 

Very truly yours, 

General, USAF- Ret 



HENRY WAGNER 
28346 W. Worcester Rd. 
Sun City, Ca 92586 
March 20, 1995 

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISION 
C/O: Mr. David S. Lyles, Staff Director 
1700 No. Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Members of the Defense Base closure and Realignment 
Cl~mmi ssi on, 

March Air Force Base in Riverside County in California, 
must be closed because it is not needed for national security 
and: federal spending, the mational debt and taxes on middle 
income people and small businesses must be reduced. 

Since MAFB was opened more than 77 years ago it has become 
a great danger to the health and safety of many thousands of 
people who live and attend schools very close to the base. Five 
schools are less than a mile from the base. 

Each large aircraft take-off and landing at MAFB pollutes 
the air for miles around the base with 100 to 140 pounds of 
particulate matter which increases the likelyhood of childhood 
respiratory diseases. Infants, old people and sick people are 
especially vulnerable to these toxic particulates. 

Jet engine exhaust also generates very loud noise which 
goes into schools, hospitals, and homes in Moreno Valley, 
Perris, Riverside, Canyon Lake and Sun City a retirement 
community more than ten miles south of the base. 

Jet engine noise greatly annoys infants, elderly people, 
teachers, and students, clergymen, and people at weddings and 
funerals, sick people, people using telephones, TV's and radios. 

The sky near MAFB and all over Southern California is often 
smokey and overcrowded with many kinds of aircraft in danger of 
mid-air collision because of the crowding. Closing MAFB will 
make all pilots, passengers and people on the ground safer. 

I urge the commission recommend the closing of March Air 
Force Base. 

Sincerely, 

' s y N ~  Henry Wagner 











HONORABLE ALAN D I X O N  
Defense Base  Closure  and Realignment Commission 

1700 North Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
P.r l ington,  V a .  22209 

Dear S i r ,  
r l e a s e  cons ide r  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of  l o c a t i n g  Marine A i r  U n i t s  a t  
Ifarch A i r  Force i n  R ive r s ide ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  BRAC193 
P a r i n e  A i r  U n i t s  a t  T u s t i n  and E l  Toro A i r  S t a t i o n s  a r e  scheduled 
t o  move t o  t h e  Mirimar A i r  S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
According t o  r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s ,  housing and f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  ad--  

equa te  a t  t h e  Mirimar A i r  S t a t i o n  and housing i s  l i m i t e d  and ex- 
pens ive  i n  t h e  San Diego a rea .  
F re l imina ry  c o s t  f i g u r e s  t o  accomodate t h e  Marine A i r  U n i t s  a t  

Mirimar have been e s t ima ted  t o  be approximately  1.7 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
A l t e r n a t e l y ,  t h e  s av ings  t h a t  would be r e a l i z e d  i f  t h e  Marines were 
t o  r e l o c a t e  a t  March A i r  Forc Base a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  be  Too m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and 5 t o  700 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  housing. 
The r e l o c a t i o n  o f  an a c t i v e  duty  Marine A i r  Un i t  a t  March AFB would 
suppor t  t h e  deployment o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  F o r t  I rw in  Army Combat 

Center ,  The Twenty-nine Palms Air-Ground Combat Center ,  and t h e  
Msrine Corps Camp Pendleton.  Without an a c t i v e  du ty  complement a t  
t h e  March A i r  Force Base t o  suppor t  De~loyrnent Operat ions .  t h e s e  
t r o o p s  and eauipment would be r e q u i r e d  t o  convoy approximately  500 
miles by s u r a c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  T r a v i s  A i r  Force i n  Northern 
Cfa l i fo rn ia .  
The Communities around March A i r  Force Base have t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  as 

be ing  one of t h e  most s u p p o r t i v e  of t h e  M i l i t a r v  i n  t h e  count ry ,  and 
would welcome t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  of  an a c t i v e  du ty  Marine Avia t ion  Group 

t o  March A i r  Force  Base. A l l  o f  t h e  l b c a l  Governments and t h e  Marines 
invo lved ,  a l l  a r e  s u p p o r t i v e  of  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  Marine Unit .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  impor tan t  Nat iona l  Defense a s p e c t s  of  t h e  Marine 
r e l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  move would produce and immediate i n f l u x  of money 
and s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  economies, equal  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  be- 

i n g  l o s t  by t h e  scheduled t r a n s f e r  of  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c t i v e  duty  ~ i r  Force 
Un i t s  t o  T r a v i s  A i r  Force Base. 



. .:[-would a p p r e c i a t e  your c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  above f a c t s  i n  

your f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  r ega rd ing  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  Marine A i r  Uni t  
c u r r e n t l y  based a t  t h e  E l  Toro and T u s t i n  A i r  S t a t i o n s .  

:last Chairman, M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Grea t e r  R ive r s ide  Chambers of  Commerce 
823 Kentwood Drive 
Iziverside,  Ca. 92507 

C C :  SENATOR DIANE FEIMSTEIN 

S u i t e  331. Sena t e  Hart O f f i c e  Bu i ld ing  

Washington, D.C. 20510 

REPRESENTATIVE KEN CALVERT 

1034 Longworth Bu i ld ing  

Washington, D.C. 2051 5  

ASSEMBLYMAN TED WEGGELAND 

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Room 2174 

Sacramento, Ca. 958 14 

MR. PAUL BELL, PRESIDENT 

Bob Hope Chapter  257, AFA 
P o s t  O f f i c e  Box 2L13 

R ive r s ide ,  Ca. 92516 

MR. PAUL GILL,  CHAIRMAN o f  AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR RELOCATION 

of  MARINES TO MARCH A.F.B. 
101 65 V i a  A ~ o l i n a  

Moreno Val ley,  Ca .  92360 

MR. ART PICK, PRESIDENT 
GREATER RIVF3SIDE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

3685 Main S t r e e t ,  S t e  350 

R ive r s ide ,  Ca. 92501 
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March 21, 1995 
Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir: 

1. MARCH AIR FORCE BASE should remain open as an active duty 
station. This is important from the standpoint of our national 
defense. This Base has the facilities to refuel and service 
the C-5, the C-17 and any future large transport aircraft. 

2. The current notice of closure of Tustin and El Toro Marine 
Base with the proposed move of those elements to Miramar Marine 
Air Station will impose a requirement on Miramar for housing 
that they are ill equipped to meet even with a crash building 
program. The empty quarters at MAFB could easily accommodate 
single and married Marine personnel. The infrastructure, hangers, 
maintenance facilities, ramps and runways are well suited for 
their requirements. 

3. A joint effort of the USAF and Marines in the relocation 
of the Marine flying units to March Field vice Miramar will 
result in a potential savings ranging in a bare bones 935 million 
to 1.7 billion; latter figure is probably closer to the truth. 
The estimate for moving the units to MAFB without additional 
requirements for housing or infrastructure is 8 million. 

4. The alternate of bringing refueling and transport squadrons 
temporarily to March for a deployment without an on-site 
infrastructure would require bringing all the support personnel 
who would need the office space, housing and messing facilities 
to operate efficiently or at all. 

5. In view of the above it is highly recommended that the 
Marines presently stationed at Tustin and Miramar Marine Air 
Station be relocated to March Field. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ~ % d # T  Clarence W. Da ern 

LT.Colone1, USA@ ~ e t .  
16900 Eaker Circle 
Riverside, CA 92518-2884 



HENRY WAGNER 
28346 W. Worcester Rd. 
Sun City, Ca 92586 
March 21, 1995 

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISION 
C/O: Mr. David S. Lyles, Staff Director 
1700 No. Moore St., Suite 1425 
firlington, VA 22209 

Subject: MARCH AIR FORCE BASE, Riverside, California 

near Members of the Defense Base closure and Realignment 
Commission, 

All military bases in the U.S.A. declared surplus by the 
l1.S. Department of Defense, including March Air Force Base in 
Fliverside County in California, must be closed because they are 
not needed for national security. 

March Air Force Base flight operations on and near the base 
generate 100 to 140 pounds of invisible, poison particles during 
each landing and each take-off of each large aircraft. In the 
cities of Riverside, Moreno Valley, Sun City and Perris which 
~urround the base, on an average day, 80 micrograms of these 
~oison particles less than 10 microns in diameter are suspended 
in each cubic meter of air breathed by all the people in these 
cities and the communities for miles around the base. On hish 
pollution days the weight increases to 278 micrograms per cubic 
meter compared to 1 9 1  in Pittsburgh and 164 in St. Louis. 

Particle smog kills an estimated 275 people in Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties each year, according to Bart Ostro, 
epidemiologist in the calif. Environmental Protection Agency as 
reported 3/18/95 in the Riverside Press-Enterprise. 

I urge the commission to recommend closing March Air Force 
Base to all flight operations before the end of June 1995.  

Sincerely. 



HENRY WAGNER 
28346 W. Worcester Rd. 
Sun City, Ca 92586 
March 20, 1995 

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISION 
C/O: Mr. David S. Lyles, Staff Director 
1700 No. Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Members of the Defense Base closure and Realignment 
Commission, 

All military bases in the U.S.A. declared surplus by the 
1J.S. Department of Defense, including March Air Force Base in 
Riverside County in California, must be closed because they are 
not needed for national security. 

Surplus military bases must be closed in order to reduce: 
federal spending, federal deficit, interest on the federal debt, 
the federal debt and federal taxes. 

The federal budget deficit for the 1993 fiscal year put 
every family in the U.S.A. another $264.40 in debt added to the 
national debt after paying $618.10 federal 1993 taxes for the 
U.S. Department of Defense and interest on the money Congress 
borrowed to win the "Cold War". 

It is the responsibility of Congress to provide federal 
funds and or federal public works to states and local 
governments to assist them in providing work for those who lose 
their jobs due to base closings. 

I urge the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
recommend all surplus bases be closed. 

Slncer ly, 

k ~ ! !  







20419 Mesquite Canyon Road 
Riverside, CA 92508 
March 11, 1995 

Rebecca Cox 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N Moore Street 
Arlington V A 22029 

Dear Mrs. Cox, 

It is time to do the right thing! 

Please let good sense prevail regarding helicopter units from Tustin 
and El Toro, and relocate them at March Air Force Base. This would 
generate a savings of at least 300 million dollars or more. We, as 
taxpayers find this very significant! 

March has many advantages for the Marines. March AFB has room for all 
support squadrons and headquarters. March as ample hanger and ramp 
space and excellent underground refueling facilities. Plus, March 
has good housing facilities. 

We believe that the decision to shrink March was in error because it 
failed to take into account the needs of Marines from Camp Pendleton. 
Transporting Marines and other troops up north to Travis AF Base 
for deployment, is wasting money and wasting time. This makes no 
sense to us. 

Using historic March AFB (the only Air Force Base in So ~alifornia), 
our Government would receive the most value for defense dollars. 
We do hope you will consider this letter as we believe March AFB is 
very important to our country in the future, as it has been in the 
past. 

Please responAd. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Lucille Ferguson 
President 
Society of Military Widows 
Riverside County 
Chapter 13 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Rosamond Hessenden 
4895 Central Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504 

Dear Ms. Hessenden: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of March AFB and NAS Miramar. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 



Document Sepal-atol- 



5530 Via Dos Cerros 
Riverside, CA 92507-6408 
8 March 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

As you know, March Air Force Base, California, was selected by an earlier round of 
the Base Realignment and Closure Commission to be Realigned as a National Guard and 
Reserve Base, with the Active Air Force Units due to leave within the year. Their departure 
makes available many newly constructed amenities, including new housing, as well as 
upgraded refbeling systems designed to service C-5, the C-17 and future larger transport 
aircraft not yet in production. 

Closing March Air Force Base creates a large vacuum in our national defense and 
capability for quick deployment of personnel from this area. Particular reference is made to 
Twenty Nine Palms and Camp Pendelton Marines use of MAFB on recent occasions. 
However, not only an airfield equipped to refbel, land, park, etc, large aircraft is necessary. 
Also needed are facilities for sleeping, feeding, and supplying these troops. All material 
necessary for such use could be prepositioned at MAFB, ready to go, if March remains open 
and use made of the buildings for which monies have already been spent. 

Another facet concerning Marines is in the closure of El Toro and Tustin and the 
moving of some elements to Mirarnar, near San Diego. Moving these units to MAFB rather 
than Mirarhar would not require the construction of housing, or other facilities, that would be 
necessary at Miramar, there by saving, I would estimate, millions of dollars. 

If this necessitates making March Air Force Base, March Marine Air Station, so be it. 
The people of  Moreno Valley and Riverside have always welcomed and supported the 
military, no matter the uniform, for over 75 years. March is an ideal "joint" base. 

Having spent 32 years on Active Duty, first in the Army Air Corps, then in the U. S. 
Air Force, I cannot do other ihan encourtige and ask your support for continued use of March 
Air Force Base by active duty troops, in this case by the United States Marines. The ultimate 
result would be a positive effect on the national defense posture and the saving of defense 
budget dollars by utilizing facilities of a complete military base already in existence. 

Very truly yours, 
1 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Mr. B.B. Zellers 
5530 Via Dos Cmos 
Riverside, CA 92507-6408 

Dear Mr. Zellers: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of March AFB. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

J 

David S. Lyles 
StafFDirector 
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20419 Mesquite Canyon Road 
Riverside, CA 92508 . - i  

March 11, 1995 

Alan Dixon Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N Moore Street 
Arlington VA 22029 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

It is time to do the right thing! 

Please let good sense prevail regarding helicopter units from Tustin 
and El Toro, and relocate them at March Air Force Base. This would 
generate a savings of at least 300 million dollars or more. We, as 
taxpayers find this very significant! 

March has many advantages for the Marines. March AFB has room for all 
support squadrons and headquarters. March as ample hanger and ramp 
space and excellent underground refueling facilities. Plus, March 
has good housing facilities. 

We believe that the decision to shrink March was in error because it 
failed to take into account the needs of Marines from Camp Pendleton. 
Transporting Marines and other troops up north to Travis AF Base 
for deployment, is wasting money and wasting time. This makes no 
sense to us. 

Using historic March AFB (the only Air Force Base in So ~alifornia), 
our Government would receive the most value for defense dollars. 
We do hope you will consider this letter as we believe March AFB is 
very important to our country in the future, as it has been in the 
past. 

Please respond. 

/I 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Lucille Ferguson 
President 
Society of Military Widows 
Riverside County 
Chapter 13 



20419 Mesquite Canyon Road 
Riverside, CA 92508 
March 11, 1995 

Jim Courter 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
17C0 N Moore Street 
Arlington VA 22029 

Dear Mr. Coulterr 

It is time to do the right thing! 

Please let good sense prevail regarding helicopter units from Tustin 
and El Toro, and relocate them at March Air Force Base. This would 
generate a savings of at least 300 million dollars or more. Wer as 
taxpayers find this very significant! 

March has many advantages for the Marines. March AFB has room for all 
support squadrons and headquarters. March as ample hanger and ramp 
space and excellent underground refueling facilities. Plus, March 
has good housing facilities. 

We believe that the decision to shrink March was in error because it 
failed to take into account the needs of Marines from Camp Pendleton. 
Transporting Marines and other troops up north to Travis AF Base 
for deployment, is wasting money and wasting time. This makes no 
sense to us. 

Using historic March AFB (the only Air Force Base in So ~alifornia), 
our Government would receive the most value for defense dollars. 
We do hope you will consider this letter as we believe March AFB is 
very important to our country in the future, as it has been in the 
past. 

Please respond. 

Mrs. Lucille Ferguson 
President 
Society of Military Widows 
Riverside County 
Chapter 13 



Andrew D. Brooks 5496 Fargo Road, Riverside, CA 92506 

Attorney At Law Telephone 909-682-4746 

March 6, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment 

Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Re: Marines at March Field 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

I write to ask that you support the transfer to March Field of the U.S. Marine 
unit currently located at Tustin, California. 

Maintaining March as an active duty military facility is in the best interests of 
Western Riverside County, California, and will serve the national defense needs of the 
United States. Locating the Marine unit at March will provide them with a base that is 
convenient to the Marine units at Camp Pendleton and significantly closer to the Marine units 
29 Palms, California. 

I strongly urge you to support the potential transfer to March of the Marines. 

Very truly yours, 

Andrew D. Brooks 

ADB: lrm 
ADBNBT03.00 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

Mr. Andrew D. Brooks 
5496 Fargo Road 
Riverside, CA 92506 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the kture of March AFB. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

J 

David S. Lyies 
StaRDirector 
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Henry Wagner 
28346 W. Worcester Rd. 
Sun City, Ca 92586 

March 4, 1995 

Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
C/O: The Chairman 
1700 N. Moore St., Ste 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Friends, 

March Air Force Base in Riverside County, California and 
all other surplus military bases in the U.S.A. should be closed 
because, they are not needed for national defense because, 
military spending for the cold war destroyed the Soviet Union 
economic system causing the people to reject and replace the 
communist party. 

Excessive military spending in the U.S.A. now for 
unnecessary military bases has severely damaged the California 
and U.S.A. economies and, the American democratic election 
process for self government in Menifee Valley in Riverside 
County, California. 

I urge the commission to oppose plans to "realign" March 
Air Force Base and certain other surplus bases for continuing 
military use and to support closing the surplus bases and, using 
some of the the money saved to reduce the amount of the 
national debt and thus reducing the amount of the payments for 
interest on the national debt. 

I urge the commission to propose leasing the land and 
buildings on the surplus bases to the local governments and, 
using some of the money saved by closing the bases, to assist 
the State and Local governments to convert the closed bases to 
uses to benefit: the veterans of the Cold War. the people, the 
communities and the economies of these State and Local 
governments. 
Please reply. 

Sincerely, , *&- Henr Wagn r 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 

1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425  
ARLINGTON. VA 22209 

703-696-0504 

March 7, 1995 

Mr. Henry Wagner 
28346 West Worcester Road 
Sun City, CA 92586 

Dear Mr. Wagner: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of March AFB. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





CALIFORNIA COUNCIL SOUTHERN 
OF CHAPTERS REGION 

THE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

February 28, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon; 

As Chairman of the Southern Region, California Council of Chapters, The Retired Officers Association (TROA), I 
write in strong support of the March Joint Powers Authority letter to you, dated February 15, 1995. I represent 
some 10,000 retired officers, plus several thousand dependents. 

The referenced letter recommended the continuation of active duty military missions at the March Air Force Base 
(MAFB), and addresses the capability of the base to effectively support relocated elements from other services with 
minimum alterations and potential savings in operational costs. 

TROA, a nationwide organization of retired officers of the seven uniformed services, although retired, remain 
dedicated to the support of a strong National Defense. The quick reaction capability of MAFB in support of the 
U.S. Marine corps units was dramatically demonstrated in the recent activities in Africa, Southwest Asia and the 
B:ilkan area. This capability must be maintained. 

The central location of MAFB in the Southern California complex of military activities lends itself to joint 
utilization by the military services. The variety of opcrational and support facilities, in excellent condition, make 
such joint use a viable option. 

Of particular interest to the large retiree community in this area is the need for continuing availability of medical 
and other support services, a factor in their choosing this area for retirement. While we realize that retiree support 
cannot, in and of itself, be used as criteria for keeping bases open, I would point out the extra benefit to be derived 
from a close call on closing or downsizing options. Southern California retirees, with the closure of the Long beach 
Naval Hospital, the Long Beach Naval Station, the impending closure of the Long Beach Naval Shipyard, Norton 
Air Force Base, as well as El Toro Marine Corps Air Station, cut deeply into any support facilities available to the 
retiree community. March Air Force Base, if allowed to remain operationnl, would provide relief for many 
thousands of retirees in the Southern California area. As plans currently exist, the only other alternatives are Camp 
Pendleton and the San Diego Complex, which can mean up to 200 miles, and more to travel for any medical 
services. 

\ 
Captain, U.S. N a y  (rct) 
Chairman 

CC: Members, California Congressional Delegation 
Cliainvoman, March Joint Powers Commission 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 6, 1995 

Captain Donald D. Clark, USN (Ret.) 
Chairman of Southern Region 
California Council Of Chapters 
7006 El Paseo Street 
Long Beach, CA 908 1 5-3 506 

Dear Captain Clark: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of March AFB. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. Lyles 





THE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

POST OFFICE BOX 163 RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92502 
- -- - - - -. . -- - - - 

February 18, 1995 

The Honorable William J. Perry 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington, DC 20301  

Dear Secretary Perry: 

As President of the Riverside California Chapter of the Retired 
Officer's Association (TROA), and Chairman of the Inland Empire 
Sub-Region (seven additional chapters), I write in strong support 
of the March Joint Powers Authority letter to you, dated February 
15, 1995. The Inland Empire TROA chapters represent over 3000  
members, including adult family members. 

The referenced letter recommended the continuation of active 
duty military missions at March Air Force Base (MAFB), and 
3ddresses the capability of the base to effectively support 
relocated elements from other services with minimum alterations 
and potential savings in operational costs. 

TROA, a nationwide organization of retired militcry officers, 
is dedicated to the support of a strong National Defense. The 
quick-reaction capability of MAFB in support of U.S. Marine 
Corps units was dramatically demonstrated in the recent 
activities in Africa, Southwest Asia, and the Balkan area. 
This capability must be maintained. 

The central location of MAFB in the Southern California complex 
of military activities lends itself to joint utilization by 
the military services. The variety of operational and support 
facilities, in excellent condition, make such joint use a viable 
option. 

The tremendous community support for the military has been 
apparent since the early days of the establishment of MAFB. 
The position taken by the Joint Powers Authority, representing 
all the surrounding political entities, is evidence of that. 

Of particular interest to the large retiree community in this 
area is the need for continuing availability of medical and 
other support services, a factor in their choosiny this area 
f-or retirement. The base closures, in effect or pending, of 
George AFB, Nort~n AFB, El Toro MCAS, and the Long Beach Naval 



Secretary Perry continued . . . . pg  2 

Station have eliminated such su2port over a wide area. Retention 
of MAFB as an active base would alleviate a portion of this 
loss. 

We request your consideration of the proposals set forth in 
the referenced letter. 

Respectfully, , dy 

President 

cc: Members, California Congressional Delegation 
Allen Dixon, Chairman 1995 BRAC 
chairwoman, March Joint Powers Commission 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 27, 1995 

Capt. William H. Sturman, USN (Ret.) 
President 
The Retired Oficers Association 
Riverside Chapter 
P.O. Box 163 
Riverside, CA 92502 

Dear Capt. Sturman: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helpfbl to the Commission as it cames out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

David S. ~ ~ j e s  
Staff Director 
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lllrormed of the FBI's involvement, and denied any would run the office with the help of Chris Walter. 
wrongdoing. another youthful Clinton political appointee. "Then 

From news services Dee Dee Myers, the White House press secretary, we'll bring over a sort of finance management expert 
WASHINGTON said that an outside review of the ofece by an from (the Omce of Management and Budget) to 

The White House abruptly dlsmlssed its seven- accounting firm had turned up evidence of "gross oversee it," Myers said. 
penon travel staff yesterday and asked the Federal mismanagement" and "very shoddy accounting prac- She added that Cornelius has a bachelor's degree in 
Bureau of Investigation to examine its books. Adminis- tices." business administration, worked for a Houston bank 
trationofflcials, whosaid the low-level appointees had She said the White House was not accusing any of and ran the travel oftlce for the Clinton campaign. 
failed to account for thousands of dollars, questioned the travel staff members of criminal wrongdoing. But The appointment prompted a barrage of questions 
some of their contracts with air charter companies. she declined to explain why it had broughtin the FBI, a from reporters, Who said the Clinton campaign had 1 None of the ntal memb6n were appointees of the criminal investigation organization, to examine the bllled them for thousands of dollars for trips they 
Clinton administration, and all had worked in the operations of the office. didn't make or for expenses that were billed months 
White House for at least a decade. Three of those who The travel staff does most of its work on behalf of after Ule fact, with no explanation or documentation. 
were tiimlssed said last night that they Mere not news organizations but also books commerclal flights Please see TRAVEL, A-10 - 
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Pendleton Marines j o h  March protest 

i pushed: 
jesterday 
 tio on to delay 
a nuclear 
until an adju- 

San Ber- 

b Say their rapid 
deployment response 
would he put at rislr. 
Bv Marlowe Churchill 
l'hc Press-Ertterpr~se 

The rapld deployment force st CG 
Pendleton cannot meet its 14-hour mo- 
bllization requirement If March Air 
Force Base becomes an all-reserve 
installation, say Camp Pendleton's two 
top Marine logistics omcers. 

Marine Brig. Gen. Marvin Hopgood 
said top Marine commanders were 
never notifled by their Air Force coun- 
terparts of the recommendation to con- 
vert March into a reserve base Within 
two years. Hopgood coordinated logis- 
tics in moving Marines from March 
AFB to Somalia. 

And Hopgood's chief of staff, Col. 
Jack Holly, who coordinated ,logistics 
during Ule Middle Eait wib 'and Soma- 
lid efiui is, has even harsher criticism 
for the Air Force. 

"The Alr Force promised us March 
when they closed Norton. Now they 

Please see MARINES. A-6 
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A federal JuUge s I CJLLIIULI UI thIL b d .  ,. ., 
tnent's proposed antitrust settlement with 
Microsoft Corn. has given smaller rivals 
hope Bey can-Cbmpete more effectively 
against tlie computer-software behemoth. 

But it's premature for these smaller 
cfim?anies to celebrate, experts in anti- 
trust law and the computer industry said 
yesterday. 

Miamoft, one of the most successful 
profitable and combative Amefican corn  
rations, said it "strenuously disagreed" 
with the ruling, which was seen as a 
posslble indication it would appeal. 

For now, nothing has signiflcantly 
changed for Microsoft's rivals, who oper- 
ate in Ule shadow of the world's biggest 
computer software company and fear its 
awesome influence. ' 

"It's a tong way from ultimate victory 
for them," said Warren Grimes, a profes- 

\I sor at Southwestern University School of 

I " 

are found on mare than 70 percent 01 all 
PC's in the world. 

Smaller companies such as Lotus ~ e v e l -  
opment Corp. and Borland International 
have long complained that Microsoft has 
used unfair licensing and busin& prac- 
tices to monopolize the r r ~ i u  ket. 

In July, the Justice Department and 
Microsoft crafted an antitrust settlement 
under which hIiuosoft would drop the 
practice of licensing MS-DOS to computer 
manufacturers based on the numbers of 
computers Uley sold, regardless whether 
the computers used MS-DOS. 

U.S. District Judge Stanley Sporkin in 
Washington, who has authority over the 
proposed settlement, on Tuesday rejected . 
it & too narrow. He said it wouldn't break 
what he called Microsoft's monopoly or 
remedy its past "anticompetitive prac- 
tices.'.' 

wlllle 1 LvlL~v111b LL., a . , 
"Microsoft negotiated the consent de- 

cree in good faith and made accommoda- 
tions to the government," said William H. 
Neukom, the company's senior vice presi- 
dent for law and corporate affairs. "Both 
b e  government and Microsoft provided 
ample information to demonstrate that the 
consent decree provides appropriate relief 
for the matters all- in the complaint, 
and is Ln the puNi inkresku 

The Justice Department d d  it a& 
needed time to review Sporkin's 45-page 
ruling before deciding what to do next. 

The parties can appeal the decislon to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals or renegotiate 
the settlement to satisfy Sporkin's con- 
cerns. Another option, considered. highly 
unlikely, is for the government to drop the 
case. 

Please see MICROSOFT, D-3 

of darnages sullel LU uJ .... - - 
agency. 

'The action of the airlines requires a 
significant reaction from us," said Michael 
Brent, president and chief executive 088- 
cer of Travel Network, based in Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N.J. "We certainly could not sit 
back and wait this one out" 

Some of the airlines suggested the suit 
m't change their decision. ' 

"CW cuttins mu& k awmpWted by 
an airline to survive," said Bill any, 
spokesman for Atlanta-based Delta. "From 
our standpoint, this lawsuit does not have 
any merit." 
U.S. airlines have long paid commissions 

equd to 10 percent of the cost of the ticket. 
The new policy caps the commissions to a 
maximum of $50 for any domestic ticket 
over $500. 

1 Despite problems, Marines welcome at March 
I 

earlier this week, the Marines s d d  there 
were no "show stoppers" that might dis- 
coumge them from transferring helicop- 
ters to Mnrch, a i d  Hal Austin, who is 
nslstl~\g Yhc comrnlslon with airport- 
related matters. Facilities are avn\lnble, 
terrain Is Itleal nnd the economics make 
sense. 

The Marines have expressed concern 
about the $1.7 billion cost of moving 10,000 
troops assigned t~~JeIicop&r,, transport 
and jet Bghter un1b at Tustln and El %ro 
air stations to, Miramar.LThe_relocation 
would r s u k e  construction ob .fidditional 
fadlifl'& at w r ~ m a r .  

Helicopters alone could be reassigned to 
.I I -  

- .  

I 

. 

s . 

March for an estimated $200 mjllion,s&d 
Austig. The annual cost of maintainingad 

*operating March also would be about half 
the $100 million projected for Mhmar,  
Marine planners told Austin and other 
March reuse omcials. 

In a split vote, the March commissbn 
. yesterday-agreed' folet the Pentagon and 
Base Realignment and Cl~Sure C0mmls- 
sion know that the community is interlisted 
In attracting active-duty military to March, 
whlch will be scaled back to a reshrve 
facility In AprIi 1996.$o.brlng Marines to 
March, the base closure cpm,@lon would ' have ',to: reverse a. '1993 deCiSion that 
ordered ..( - the ,Marines,, to Miramar. - -11 . - 

By Don McAu\\tf e 
The Pnsd Fnlerprizcr -- -- -. . . . .- . - - - - - -- - - - -- --- 

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE 
Thc wclcomc tl\i\t wn.. put out ycstcrday 

for nctive-duty Mnrincs to nlovc hellcop- 
ters from Orange County to March Alr 
Force B a e  even though It could hamper 
eflorts to start a commercial airport and 
fuel noise concerns. 

The March Joint Powers Commission, 
which b overseeing reuse of the base, I 

agreed to invite as many as 3,000 aviators 
\ from Tustln Marine Corps Air Statlon to 
,March rather than watch them reloc%tS to ' 
Miramar Naval Air StatIon in San Diego. 

In a meeting with March reuse ofacials . - .  

D-6 Thursday, February 16, 1995.- THE PRESS-ENTEWNSE - 

Real estate -m conference set 
a K : o ~ i ~ ~  Inn 

TWO comm'~ion members from Penis 
voted a@nst the blanket invitation until 
more Could be found out about how much 
noise the helicopters created and what the 
Marines will bring to the reuse process. 

"We need to know the benefits to Ule , 
community and what is the real impact" 
said Sam Torres, c o m m ~ o n  member 
from Perris. He was particularly con- 
cerned that Perrls restdents already upset 
by low-flying police hellcopters might not, 
favor more the military aircraft. . +I  f 

Thc movc from Tustin could Involve tu 
many os 130 tiellcopters but Austin snld 
nolse was a "ndA factor." . He - mld thp 

p1Iv-- 
. - 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 27, 1995 

Mr. Steve Howard 
23997 Encanto Ct. 
Colton, CA 92324 

Dear Mr. Howard: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helpful to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 









18 February 1995 

BOB HOPE CHAPTER 257 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 
An Independent Nonprofit Aerospace Organization 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defence Base Closure & Relignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

Representing over 1300 members of the Riverside County, Bob Hope Chapter of the Air Force 
.4ssociation, I would like to formally express our concern for the fbture of March Air Force Base 
and reaffirm our support for maintaining it as a military facility and especially as an active duty 
base if at all possible. 

As veterans of ww~,  m I ,  Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Panama, Granada and other military 
operations, we represent thousands of years of military service, with positions at all levels of 
command and support. 

It is therefore with the greatest concern that we point out the current administration's apparent 
lack of appreciation for the requirements of a strong defense posture. In the words of Secretary 
Cheney when he was Secretary of Defense: "Every time we've gone through one of these cycles 
we've blown it! We all know that in our haste to take down the forces in the past, we've always 
set ourselves up for trouble down the road." As a veteran of three wars, to that I say a big 
"AMEN!" Even during peacetime we cannot afford to feel too secure. We must remain 
prepared, and that calls for a renewed commitment to our most strategically critical military 
operations. That includes March Air Force Base. The strategic importance of March for 
contingency operations in Latin America and the Pacific Rim cannot be over-emphasized. This 
has been proven over the past few years by the support provided our Marines stationed at Camp 
Pendleton and Twenty Nine Palms in their successfbl deployments to the Gulf War and Somalia. 

As March continues through the realignment process, we have been advised that several Marine 
units have expressed interest in relocating to March. Some may think that fixed wing and rotary 
wing operations are not compatible. This is not correct. Fixed wing and rotary wing operations 
are compatible, and the noise factor would be less than we now experience at March. I state this - 
from experience as commander of a wing containing two helicopter squadrons and a fighter 
squadron in Vietnam, operating from single air field. In addition, there were continuous transport 

Post Office Box 241 3 Riverside, California 92516 



operations similar to those currently conducted at March. The assignment of substantial Marine 
units would produce an immediate influx of money and services similar to that being lost by the 
transfer of the current Air Force units and would protect the heritage of March's seventy-seven 
years of service to our country. But more importantly, this would add economy and efficiency to 
our national defense. 

We believe the relocation of active duty Marine aviation groups should be pursued with great 
vigor. We appreciate your consideration and support as the process of March Realignment 
proceeds. 

Sincerely, 

Paul E. Bell 
President 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 2 1,  1995 

Mr. Paul E. Bell 
President 
Bob Hope Chapter 257 
Air Force Association 
P.O. Box 2413 
Riverside, CA 925 16 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helphl to the Commission as it cames out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

i/ 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 







DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNM'ENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 2 1, 1995 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Austin 
5720 Via Cervantes 
Riverside, CA 92506 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Austin: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helpfbl to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





February 15, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington. VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

With the anticipated announcement of BRAC '95 base closure/realignment actions, there 
is a need to once again assess the value of March Air Force Base, California to this nation's 
defense posture. There is still a window of opportunity to take advantage of March as a 
force multiplier without incurring large incremental costs. 

The intent of this letter is not to revisit the BRAC '93 decision to realign March AFB to 
accommodate Air Force Reserve and National Guard functions. The Air Staff decision to 
move active duty forces to other bases to achieve economies of scale does not need to be 
"Monday morning quarterbacked." This does not mean, however, that the Department of 
Defense should disregard the unique geographical location of March, as well as the recently 
enhanced base facilities. 

The issue to which I am referring deals with the efficacy of moving active duty Marine 
Corps forces from Tustin/El Toro to March. Located approximately mid point between 
Camp Pendleton and Twenty-Nine Palms, there is no comparable facility from which 
deploying Marines can meet their Time Phased Force Deployment List (TPFDL) 
requirements. With Marines actually serving day to day at the March location, pre- 
palletized deployment packages can be readily available for loading. One only needs to 
recall the Gulf War and Somalia deployments from March AFB to validate the importance 
of this capability. Moreover, should a conflict occur in the Far East, I can think of nothing 
more frustrating for CINCPAC than waiting for Marine forces to travel over land to link up 
with airlift waiting at Travis Air Force Base. 

Some will reject this proposal out of hand, asserting that the BRAC '93 decision cannot be 
altered. I would agree that the Realignment will probably stand, but this does not preclude 
the Reassignment of March to another service. 

Recent community meetings on this issue reveal that the proposed relocation of Tustin/El 

17050 Arnold Dr., Riverside, CA 9251 8 Telephone 909-697-2000 El Calif. RCFE Lic. No. 33090791 3 



Toro missions to NAS Miramar would not provide an optimum solution. Drawbacks 
' include: (1) Miramar facilities are old, requiring significant expenditures to accommodate 
a new mission, (2) The shortage of housing, and the attendant high cost of living in the San 
Diego area would place an undue financial hardship on many families of Marines assigned 
there, (3) Air Traffic and flight pattern conflicts exist with commercial/general aviation in 
the San Diego area, and (4) Planning has already started to relocate Lindbergh International 
Airport to the more appropriate Miramar site. By contrast, many March facilities have been 
modernized, ample government or local economy housing exists at reasonable cost, and the 
location of March lends itself to both fixed wing and helicopter operations without 
interfering with civil aviation. 

In summary, our national defense can be enhanced by converting March to a joint use base. 
Additionally, the six hundred retirees I represent in this military oriented Residential Care 
Facility for the Elderly, and long standing Inland Empire community support for a strong 
military mission at March warrant continued eqloration of this option. Your timely review 
of this matter is extremely important. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

ck K. Farris RHP P 
Y a j o r  ~ene ra l ,  USAF Ret 

President/Administrator 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 2 1, 1995 

Major General Jack K. Farris, USAF (Ret.) 
President 
Air Force Village West 
1 7050 Arnold Drive 
Riverside, CA 925 18 

Dear Major General Farris: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helpful to the Commission as it cames out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





February 15, 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

The appropriate future utilization of March Air Force Base in Riverside, California is a 
matter of major strategic concern to me and many of my contemporaries. I am a resident 
of a retired community located adjacent to March. We have a population of about 600 
made up of retired senior officers and their spouses from all the Armed Services. I believe 
the following considerations are also shared by them. 

Continued utilization of March as a rapid response troop assembly base should certainly be 
a major goal for our country's strategic response readiness posture. The location of the 
Marine Corps Rapid Response Expeditionary Force at Camp Pendleton dictates this. 

I, have had active experience as commander of all Air Force airlift forces in both the 
European theater and in Vietnam. The real problem in assuring "Quick Response" lies in 
assembling the special equipment, guns, tanks, personnel and general logistic support 
required for the forces requiring airlift. Organizing and computing weight and balance for 
ezch !csd, paIIzt:lzing, znd find I~adizg uf ;fie aircraft concer~led is then dependent on the 
proper aircraft being available for follow-on rapid loading. 

As H. T. Johnson, member of the 1993 Base Closure Commission explained, cargo aircraft 
do not have to be based at March since they can be deployed to arrive at the airfield at the 
same time as the troops arrive. Depending on the size of the contingent force, this loading 
can take days unless the equipment is prepositioned, prepalletized and preorganized in 
compatible loads. Then the force can be airborne in hours. 

The positioning of a Marine Contingent at March AFB seems most compatible with the 
availability of the Air Force Reserve Wing and the California National Guard. This would 
make an ideal 7oint Use" of the base. 

17050 Arnold Dr., Riverside, CA 9251 8 Telephone 909-697-2000 Calif. RCFE Lic. No. 33090791 3 



This community has traditionally supported the military usage of March AFB, and such 
continuing usage would certainly carry on this tradition. 

Accordingly, it is strongly urged that the Department of Defense implement the utilization 
of March AFB by the placement of a logistic contingent of the Camp Pendleton Rapid 
Response Expeditionary Force at the airfield. 

Sincerely, 

Brig G&, USAF Ret 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 2 1, 1995 

Brig. General Hugh Wild, USAF (Ret.) 
Air Force Village West 
17050 Arnold Drive 
Riverside, CA 92518 

Dear Brig. General Wild: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helpfil to the Commission as it cames out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





6 3 s  Palm Avenue, Riverside California 92506 Telephone (909) 684-8968 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 14, 1995 

Ms. Helen M. Crum 
63 16 Palm Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92506 

Dear Ms. Crum: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB's Hospital to the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

. ?  

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helphl to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

Sincerely, - 
V 

David S. Lyles 
StafYDirector 
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THE MARCH FIELD 

(909) 655-2138 P. 0. BOX 6463 

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA 92518 

7 February 1995 

Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr Dixon: 

As we move toward BRAC '95 I wish to emphasize my deep concern for 
our national defense and the need for an active force to man an air 
deployment base in Southern California. March AFB stands almost 
equidistant (77 miles & 85 miles respectively) from the Marine Bases at 
Camp Pendleton on the coast and the Marine Training Center at 29 Palms 
in the desert, with freeway travel most of the distance. These rapid 
deployment forces need March AFB and March AFB needs the Marines. As 
a "joint use base", March could serve also as a service center for Marine 
helicopters being transferred out of the closed MCAS Tustin. With Norton 
AFB now closed, March AFB is crucial for the deployment of troops from 
the Southern California area, as witnessed in Operations Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm and in Somalia. Further, we have the broad based 
community support for the military. Ask any Marine who has left from 
March AFB and they will tell you how well they were treated by our 
civilian support groups. 

The fixed wing facilities at March AFB outclass NAS Miramar. We believe 
that the closed MCAS El Toro would be better served coming to March AFB 
than going to NAS Miramar. Miramar has Class B type airspace with highly 
congested air traffic, weather which leaves much to be desired, limited 
housing on a run-down base and sprawing land development coupled with 
the high the cost of living in the San Diego area. March AFB has open Class 
C type airspace with our own air traffic control center providing easy 
access to the coast for carrier qualification, weather which is clear and 

A F U T U R E  F O R  T H E  P A S T  



easy and fast access to the desert Military Operation Areas(MOA9s), a well 
maintained base, excellent ramp space with the K-loaders needed for 
loading deploying aircraft, hangars designed to fit C-130, C-141 and KC-10 
aircraft, state of the art fueling facilities, runway and support facilities. 
Further there is plenty of open space for growth. 

As the immediate past-president of the March Field Museum Foundation I 
can state that March AFB is important to this area. We enjoy strong 
community support, as witnessed by the nearly $1,000,000.00 raised in 
cash and donated services to construct the first element of the March Field 
Museum in its new location on the west side of the runway along the 1-215 
freeway. We haX;e had over 115,000 visitors in the museum during our 
first year in this new location. Our community believes and supports a 
strong military presence here at March AFB. 

We believe that March AFB can best serve the needs for the Marines on 
the ground and in the air and that this is a cost effective solution to the 
critical national defense needs of the United States of America. We urge 
your strong support for a "joint" military use for March AFB. 

##- Hummel, Immediate Past President 
BOARD OF MANAGERS 
MARCH FIELD MUSEUM FOUNDATION 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

February 13, 1995 

Mr. Robert E. Hummel 
Immediate Past President 
March Field Museum Foundation 
P.O. Box 6463 
March Air Force Base, CA 925 18 

Dear Mr. Hummel: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary 
of Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will 
be helpfbl to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
StafFDirector 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209  
703-696-0504 

December 29, 1994 

Capt. Sara J. Collins, USAF-Ret. 
' 1 3 50 Opal Avenue 

Mentone, CA 92359 

Dear Capt. Collins: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary of 
Defense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will be helpful 
to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations of the Secretary of 
Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the commission. 

David S. ~ ~ 1 e k - l  
Staff Director 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

December 29, 1994 

Ms. Dora W. Morris 
2 1 8 W. Fern Avenue 
Redlands, CA 92373 

Dear Ms. Morris: 

Thank you for sending information concerning March AFB to the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission. I certainly understand your interest in this important issue. 

The Commission will begin its deliberations in March, 1995 when it receives the Secretary of. 
llefense's list of recommended closures and realignments. The information you provided will be helpful 
to the Commission as it carries out its responsibilities to review the recommendations of the Secretary of 
Defense. 

Thank you for providing this information to the commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





COUNTY CLERK 

#ilwaukee 
ROD LANSER County Clerk 
MARK E. RYAN Deputy County Clerk 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 1 
)SS 

COUNTYOFMILWAUKEE ) 

I, Rod Lanser, County Clerk in and for the County of Milwaukee, State of 

Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the attached copy of File No. 95-509 

is a true and correct copy of the original resolution duly adopted by the 

Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors at a meeting held on 6-15-95 

and approved by Co. Executive F. Thomas Ament on 6-15-95 

Given under my hand and official seal, at the Milwaukee County 

Courthouse, in the City of Milwaukee, this 1 6 t h  day of June , 1995. 

- 
- ROD LANSER 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY CLERK 

COURTHOUSE, ROOM 105 901 NORTH 9TH STREET MILWAUKEE, WI 53233 TELEPHONE (414) 278-4067 





3 3 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board does hereby strongly support 
34 the continued operation of the 440th Air Force Reserve Base at General Mitchell 
35 International Airport and urge the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission to 
36 remove the 440th base from its list of possible base closings; and 

37.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is hereby authorized and 
38 directed to send a copy of this resolution to Mr. Alan J .  Dixon, Defense Base Closure and 
39 Realignment Commission, 1700 N. Moore St., Suite 1425, Arlington, Virginia, 22209. 

40 FISCAL NOTE: Adoption of this resolution will not require an expenditure of funds. 

41 440TH.WPD 
42 May 23,1995 



Department of Wisconsin 

Mr. Alan Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 

P.O. Box 572 
Fond du Lac, WI 54936 
Ph: (H) 414-921-6987 

COL Ralph Leisten 
Executive Secretary 

1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

It is my understanding that YOUR COMMISSION has added several bases to the list of 
those which are to be considered for potential closing. I understand further that the Air 
Force Reserve Base at Mitchell Field in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is one of those bases 
added to the list. Permit me, if you will, to address the issue of why the base at Mitchell 
Field SHOULD NOT be on the closure list. 

First, the base is the ONLY Federal Air Force installation in the State of Wisconsin. 

Second, together with Volk Field and Fort McCoy, located in the State of Wisconsin, 
these facilities provide the most cost-efficient training possible, providing the taxpayer 
more value for each dollar spent on training. 

Third, the community of Milwaukee DESIRES the existence of the unit assigned to the 
Mitchell Field complex Why? Because the facilities are extremely well maintained, both 
inside and outside. There is even room for expansion should that necessity occur. 

Fourth, and in my opinion the most important, the training efficiency record of the 440th 
Airlift Wing is unparalleled in the Air Force Reserve. The unit has been at the top of every 
category of training readiness test in which they have competed. Combine the training and 
readiness record with the overall cost-effective training opportunities, and it should be 
quite evident that the Mitchell Field complex should remain open. 

Fifth, has your commission considered the ramifications of where the reservists will go to 
train? Do they just quit? Do they now travel great distances to train? What happens to 
the effectivenesdreadiness of the unit? Is the unit reassigned to another base? I trust that 
your commission has the answers to those questions, as a minimum. 

Sixth; finally, in my opinion the drawdown of forces in our beloved country is a repeat of 
history, which, for those who follow me in the service of their country, I hope does not 
prove as disastrous as previous troop drawdowns (RIF's). 









June 14, 1995 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

During the Spring of this past school year 1995, 
the 7th and 8th grade Science classes had the pleasure 
of visiting the Air Reserve Base, Vienna, Ohio. 

Enclosed you will find their letters of gratitude. 

Respectfully yours, 

.- I /  
JOSEPH P. DERCOLI, JR. 
SCIENCE TEACHER 
LOWELLVILLE LOCAL SCHOOLS 
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Dear Mr. Dixon, 

b 
I am writing to you to show my support for the 440th AirliR Wing at General 

Mitchell Air Reserve Station in Milwaukee. It would be a mistake for the government to 
shut down such an important base. 

General Mitchell Air Reserve Station is the only Federal Air Force installation in 
the state of Wisconsin. This provides training sites more cost effective because they are 
uncrowded which allows for unimpeded air traffic flow. These sites include not only 
General Mitchell International Airport but also Ft. McCoy and Volk Field. This gives the 
taxpayer more value for each dollar spent on training. The facilities are extremely well- 
maintained. There is room to develop more than thirty acres of property to reach future 
expansion and training needs. Also the site not only provides jobs for military personal 
but also civil servants. 

In closing please keep in mind that this site is not only important to the state of 
Wisconsin but it has a military importance for the Department of Defense. 

Sincerely, ,. \ 

Jesamine L. Schiltz 



June 2, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street #I425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

I am writing this letter to urge your commission to remove from 
consideration the closing of the General Mitchell Air Force Reserve 
Station in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Milwaukee area contractors and suppliers enjoy a special relation- 
ship with the 440th Airlift Wing supplying goods, services, and a 
recruiting base for the Air Force Reserve in exchange for jobs and 
a stake in the excellent economic stability of the Milwaukee area. 

These facts notwithstanding, I believe that as the only Federal Air 
Force installation in Wisconsin, and a very efficient one at that, 
there are plenty of good reasons to look elsewhere when making 
budget cuts. 

Your consideration in this matter is very much appreciated, as is 
the presence of the C-130's of the 440th Airlift Wing. 

Very truly yours, 

stewart 5. LaPointe 
Crane Rental Coordinator 

cc: Steve Freckmann 

We're ALL You Need - 



4 6 / \3 
ADVANCED MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

June 9, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

~aving been an active duty Naval Officer for over twenty 
years and now a business owner, I fully realize that the task 
you have at hand in cutting unnecessary bases. For the 
betterment of the country, we must reduce expenses and increase 
efficiencies in the military. I applaud the moves in the past 
of closing Navy Recruit Training Centers at Orlando & San Diego 
and the consolidation at Great Lakes, as well as others done by 
your group. 

In looking at the 440th ~irlift Wing located at General 
Mitchell Field, Milwaukee, I would, however, consider its 
closure a terrible mistake. From what I understand, the USAF 
Reserve base for C-130's located at O'Hare will be closed. 
That leaves the Chicago & Milwaukee market with only one USAF 
Reserve facility to attract, train & retain qualified pilots in 
the USAF Reserve for the future. This market, because of the 
number of airlines that fly from both cities, is substantial. 
It would be ludicrous to move all USAF Reserve installations out 
of this corridor. 

In addition to being in an extremely large market, the 
facilities at the 440th Airlift Wing are excellent. Plus, they 
have the support of local officials, citizens, and the ability 
to expand. Thus when you look at them being strategically in 
the middle of the united States along with the resources ia the 
surrounding areas, such as Camp McCoy & civilian airports, it 
makes even more sense to retain them. 

Those logical reasons aside, the 440th Airlift Wing is 
renowned throughout the Air Force Reserve as being the best at 
what they do. It would be a shame to loose such a qualified 

ave my total support for retention in Milwaukee. 
They \ 

Sincerely, 
/- %/Ad ic ar T. Vallin 

President & CEO 
CDR, USN (Ret.) 

1090 Falls Road Grafton, WI 53024 (414) 375-4414 Fax (414) 375-3680 
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8860 Greenview Lane 
Greendale, WI 53 129 
June 6,1995 

Mr. Alan J Dixon 
Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
1700 N Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

I am writing this letter as a concerned citizen and retired military officer regardmg the proposed closure 
of Gen Billy Mitchell Air Reserve Station in Milwaukee, WI. 

Let me highlight some facts and specdic achievements this unit has done over the years- 
It is the only Federal Air Force Installation in the state of Wisconsin. 
It has consistently been a leader in the Air Force Reserve regarding the authorized versus assigned manning. 
It has been one of the first if not the first responders for emergency situation in the US or around the world. 
It was a key assembly point and departure point for personnel and equipment supporting ALL the senices for the 

Desert Shield, Desert Storm operations. 
The work force is recognized and demonstrated as one of the top in the Air Force Reserve System. 
The flying hour allocation has consistently been exceeded by flying hours other units have not been able to use or 

fly. 
Outstanding training areas and facilities for air drop and air land training is available at Volk Field and Fort 

McCoy whch are less then one hour away by flying time in C130H aircraft and about three hours via 
ground travel. 

The facilities and equipment are among THE BEST in the entire system. Thls is demonstrated by the various 
awards, recognition's and records held by the 440 AW. 

Winner of 5 awards at the 1993 Airlrft Rodeo competition which was competed world wide and the 440 
Took THE TOP OVERALL AWARD and top honors in 4 inhvidual competition area, and high marks in 
all competitions to max out total points. Is the only AIR FORCE UNIT TO HAVE EVER RECEIVED A 
PERFECT SCORE IN C130 MAINTENANCE COMPETITION. Thls was done the first year and has yet 
to be equaled. 

The overall effectiveness of training gives the A r  Force, the TAXPAYER, and the UNITED STATES a substantial 
benefit for the tax dollar expenditure. 

The base facilities are well maintained, inside and outside, adequately accommodate their required use and has 
land and space available for expansion to permit assignment of additional aircraft, missions, units or any other 

tasking the Air Force needs to enhance NATIONAL SECURITY AND DEFENSE OF THE US. 
The Base has a strong and active community relations group and is the only h r  Force Base with an entire week of 

activities for ARMED FORCES WEEK. 
The Unit is in a good secure area and does not experience Terrorists threat encountered by other locations. 
The surrounding Mlitary Industrial Businesses and Industries are supportive of the unit and MISSION and share 

in work specialties. 
TEE 440 AW IS TRULY AN ASSET TO THE CITY, COUNTY, STATE AND COUNTRY IN ATTAINMENT 

OF WORLDWIDE SECURITY AND TIMELY RESPONSE. 

Thank You for consideration of these benefits. 

Arthur B. Cernohous, JR. 
Colonel, USAFR Retired 



May 31, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment 

and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

RE: 440th Airlift Wing 

Dear Mr. Alan J. Dixon, 

As I sat in my kitchen this morning I was troubled by a 
news report I have been hearing over and over about the 440th 
Airlift Wing. The news cast once again spoke of the possible 
closure of the 440th Airlift Wing and I could only think of the field 
trip I took there with my son when he was in preschool last year. 

I can still see the excitement in my son's eyes as the airman 
took him through the tour and onto the aircraft. They were so 
patient and answered all the children's questions. (And if you have 
ever been with a group of 4 and 5 year olds, you know they ask a 
lot of questions.) They never grew tired of answering the same 
questions over and over again, even when it was the mothers who 
were asking. 

I would really hate to think that this experience may never 
be shared with anyone here in Wisconsin again, regardless of their 
age. Since this is the only Federal Air Force installation in the 
entire state of Wisconsin, the closure of the 440th Airlift Wing 
would be a loss not only to the people who work there but also to 
those of us who appreciate their presence. 

We appreciate them not only for the job they do but also for 
the comfort they give us just knowing they're there. It's a secure 
feeling knowing your being protected by the best. That's the 440th 
Airlifi Wing. 

The feeling that comes over me when I see their planes 
flying overhead is too difficult to put into words. It's always a great 
opportunity to remind my children of the men and women who are 
always ready to lay their lives on the line for us. Something I don't 
want my children to take for granted. 



I know this letter probably sounds a little corny. But the 
truth is the 440th Airlift Wing is more than just another reserve unit 
to the people of Wisconsin. It's represents the pride that runs 
strong throughout this state. We believe in this country and we 
believe in the 440th Airlift Wing. Please don't take it away from us! 

Sincerely, 

Mary ~ e h i ~ e n  
New Berlin, Wisconsin 



May 30, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

We are writing this letter in support of the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air 
Reserve Station in Milwaukee, WI. As citizens we realize that this installation is 
of significant importance to the Department of Defense. 

Now that the military is turning more and more to the reserves for support in our 
military and humanitarian efforts around the world, it is important to note that our 
community offers an industry and business base that is very compatible with Air 
Force Reserve participation. We offer cost efficient and nearby training facilities 
and superb and uncrowded base facilities. It is also important to note that Gen. 
Mitchell Air Reserve Station is the only Federal Air Force installation in the 
entire state of Wisconsin. 

On a personal basis, it gives us great pride to live and work with reservists who 
are stationed with the 440th. The visual reminders of the C-130 transport planes 
at our airport and the many men and women in uniform give us great comfort 
and an appreciation that our tax dollars are being well spent. 

Please take all of this in consideration and keep the 440th Airlift Wing open here 
in Milwaukee. 

Doug and Caroline Ault 
10141 N. Concord Drive 
Mequon, WI 53097 





440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18,1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Comissiori's !is: of installztizln's for consideration. It is one sf seveil Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the military value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

z a n l  n c  5;j dn &o& in~  

300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18,1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 
I 

As you know, the 440th Awlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Wtchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that thls is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Au Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you undersiand the importance of tlie rniiitq value or' Gen. hiitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

n 

300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



Glade F. Nelson 
W247 S6795 Sugar Maple Drive 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 531 86 

Telephone 4 14-662-55 19 

May 29, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission 

1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 

Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

As a member of the Executive Committee of the 440th Airlift Wing Community Council, I 
am writing to request that this award-winning, combat-proven airlift wing remain open and 
in Wisconsin. There are many reasons: 

Strategic Mititary Location - They routinely support Air Force aircraft and missions of 
all types traveling through the upper Midwest. 

Strategic Transportation Location - The Milwaukee area is a strategic location for 
shipping of personnel, equipment and supplies during major contingencies. Most 
notable recent examples include Operations Desert Storm and Shield and numerous 
humanitarian airlift assignments. 

r Excellent facilities - General Mitchell Airport provides a superb mission training site 
that is very cost effective. The facilities are well maintained and there is plenty of room 
for expansion. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 lad F. Nelson 



ROMAN ELECTRIC CO. 
QUALIFIED CONTRACTORS 

May 2 7 ,  1995 

Mr. Alan J .  Dixun 
Defense  Base  R e a l i g n r i ~ e n ~  and  C l o s u r e  Commission 
1700 Nor th  Moore S t , ,  , S u i t e  1 5 2 4  
A r l i n g t o n .  VA 22209 

RE:  440tA A i r l i f t  Wing 

Dea r  M r .  Dixon.  

I t  was v e r y  d i s t r e s s i n g  t.o l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  440 th  A i r l i f t  Wing 
i n  Milwaukee was on t h e  l is t  o f  p o s s i b l e  b a s e  c l o s i n g s .  

A s  a  p a s t  member o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  R e s e r v e  and  t h e  4 4 0 t h  A i r l i f t .  
Z i n g ,  and  a  p r e s e n t  member o f  t h e  440 th  Communit,y C o u n c i l ,  I 
know f i r s t  hand o f  the many s u c c e s s f u l  m i l i t a r y  and human i t , a r i an  
> p e r a t i o n s  of  t h i s  Wing. The 4 4 0 t h  is t h e  v e r y  b e s t . ,  t h e  most, 
e f f i c i e n t  A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Wing i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  A s  t a x p a y e r s ,  
ve  need  t h e  k i n d  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  t . h a t  t h i s  u n i t  h a s  c o n s i s t a n t - l y  
3 c h i e v e d ,  r a t e h e r  t h a n  a t h e r  b a s e s  which d o  n o t  measure up t.o 
t h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  the 4 4 0 t h .  

The 440 th  is an  e x c e l l e n t , ,  w e l l - r u n  and w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d  f a c i l i t y  
, ~ h i c h  w o r k s  i n  close concert. wit .11  t h e  Gen. Mitechell 1nt.srnat.ional 
Airpor t .  and t h e  G r e a t e r  Milwaukee Community. I s t , r o n g l y  urge 
y c ~ u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  t r u e  v a l u e  of the 410t.h A i r l i f t .  Wing and  
move t o  k e e p  t h i s  b a s e  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

7'hank you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Gre o r y  d .  Rose B 

640 SOUTH 70th STREET . P.O. BOX 14396 . MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53214-0396 . TEL. (414) 771-5400 . FAX (414)471-8693 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Arlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

Whde we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that p L i  undersiand the importmce of the military vdue of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



ASS0 CIATED 
LAUNDRY 
LEASING INC. 

MAY 30, 1995 

Mr. Alan Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Center 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Va 22209 

RE: 440th Airlift Wing 
Milwaukee, WI 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

It is my understanding that as of this writing, you or members of 
your staff have toured the 440th~ facilities. Not knowing the 
impressions that were made during the tour I would be willing to 
bet that the 440th~ review was overwhelmingly favorable. 

Simply stated, I urge you to guide your commissions decision by 
the impressions made as well as the historical success of all of 
the Bases under consideration. That being the case I will not 
have to waste any time worrying about the 440th Airlift Wing and 
its presence here in Milwaukee. 

PO. Box 07393. lIil\vauliee, \\'I 53207 R 413-771-8686 W 1-800-228-0010 



Rnlplz L. Zaurt 
Suite 601 Grafton State Bank Building 

Grafton Wisconsin, 53024 - 0533 
41 4. 377.8382 Fax 41 4.377.8943 

May 30, 1995 .' 

Plr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defence Base Closure And 
Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

I am a member of the 440th ~irlift wing Community Council, which 
organization has proudly, through the years, supported the 
existence of and endeavors of our esteemed 440th. 

Let me say first that as an American citizen I support efficiency 
in government, and this certainly does not exclude the military 
establishment. However I also am very conscious of the need for 
a strong armed force presence to meet the seemingly constant 
challenges to America in an unsettled world. Efficiency and 
preparedness are not mutually exclusive concepts when we think of 
the 440th Airlift Wing. 

In the several years that I have been associated with this Air 
Reserve Station at General Mitchell Field I have gotten to know 
a number of the officers and enlisted men in the wing. It 
impresses me that the work that they do in their military career 
often identifies the work that they are employed at in their 
civilian capacity. 

Also they seem to exude an aura of competence in their normal 
careers which so easily carries over to their application and 
dedication to the Wing. To me this seems to be a low cost and 
efficient use of our country's man power and in a community like 
Milwaukee which closely parallels the prescribed training, 
maintenance, and other duty assignments of a military nature, 
especially an AFRES unit. 

Another somewhat esoteric reason for the maintenance of the 440th 
at General Mitchell Field is the awareness factor--the patriotism 
factor, if you will, which is unquestionably enhanced by the 
presence of military bases in the state. Wisconsin has very few, 
in contrast to states in the south and southwest, and I sincerely 
and with great conviction hope that the 440th Airlift Wing is not 
forced to leave it's home in Milwaukee. 

Very respectfully yours, 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commissior,'~ list of instdlatinn's for consider3tiofi. It, is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current mditary value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

I While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

I Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 

I information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the military value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued o~erations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 I 



Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment 
and Closing Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

I am dismayed at press reports of the 440th Airlift Wing base at General Mitchell Air 
Reserve Stations inclusion on the list of installations considered for closing. I am 
sure further review will demonstrate Wisconsin's superb facilities, people, work ethic, 
infrastructure and proximity to points in the midwest which are prime training areas as 
ample reasons to remove the 440th from consideration. 

Personell stationed at the 440th have been integral parts of our community and 
serve as role models for our children. An ability to be exposed to our military at a 
formative time in a childs life 1 am sure helps formulate strong bonds of support later. 
I know my children have been thrilled in the past by visits from servicemen and 
equipment to local schools and every time the C135's fly by my son wants to join 
them. 

I personally feel that the level of federal military involvement in our state is small in 
comparison to many other states and this closing will only deepen that gap. Obviously 
some facilities are not appropriate for our midwestern location but given the capability 
of modern aircraft to deploy rapidly and cover tremendous distances an Air Force 
reserve unit should be ideal. 

I would like to thank you in advance for considering my concerns. 

Si cerely, 

/ 4 4 ~ 4 1 3  
' Philip 6. Konkel M.D. 
1 0 1 1 9 N. Concord Dr. 
Mequon, WI 53097 



- 
Mrs. Mary Dibb 

,. 149 S 75, Dorow I3 
Muskego, WI 53 150 



Y\'."I " f~ 3 U C a  R 0 S. 400 NORTH BROADWAY, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202 

Phone (414) 347-1 400 FAX (414) 347-1 402 

I 

June 2, 1995 

Chairman Alan Dixon 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

I urge you to keep the 440 Air Lift Wing in Milwaukee 
and not close this fine facility. 

As a business owner in Milwaukee I have &ad much 
to do with this base. It is welcome to stay here 
for as long as it wants to. It's a great asset to 
our community. 

I have hired many of the airman who received training 
at the 440 th. It would be a real loss to Xilwaukee 
to loose such a fing Reserve installation which has 
given so much to this City. 

As you know, Reservists have to live near Cities. 
Active duty bases can close and the military get 
transferred. This is not so with our young reservists, 
they would just loose the opportunity to be citizen - 
soldiers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

President 





Important information about the 440th Airlift Wing to 
include in your letter to Chairman Dixon of the Base 
Realignment and Closing Commission: 

- Gen Mitchell Air Reserve Station is the ONLY Federal Air Force 
installation in the entire state of Wisconsin. 

- Milwaukee and Wisconsin's low unemployment rates and strong work ethic 
make for a superior recruiting base for the Air Force and Air Force Reserve. 

- Outstanding facilities at Wisconsin's Ft. McCoy and Volk Field offer the 
440th Airlift -wing cost-efficient and nearby training opportunities for 
accomplishing its primary mission. 

- The joint training opportunities and overall environment throughout the 
state for the 440th to hone its mission skills is unparalleled. 

- The facilities at  Gen. Mitchell International Airport - as well as other 
mission training sites used by the 440th in Wisconsin - are superb and 
uncrowded, allowing for unimpeded air traffic flow and, therefore, more cost 
efficiencies in training. 

- Operating out of Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station, and throughout the 
other Wisconsin training venues, gives the taxpayer more value for each dollar 
spent on training. 

- Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station physical facilities are extremely well- 
maintained, both inside and outside, and there is room to develop more than 
thirty acres of property to reach future expansion and training needs. 

- The size and types of business and industry throughout Wisconsin are 
extremely compatible with Air Force Reserve participation and work 
specialties . . . 
Please send your letter to: 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 



May 28, 1995 

Nr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment & Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

I am communicating with you at this time in order to voice 
my staunch convictions for the General Mitchell Air Reserve 
Station's continued operations in Milwaukee and throughout 
Flisconsin. I feel it is imperative for you to consider the 
strong rationales offered in the paragraphs that follow. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS is the only Federal Air Force installation 
in the entire state of Wisconsin! Milwaukee and Wisconsin's 
].ow unemployment rates and strong work ethic make for a superior 
recruiting base for the Air Force and Air Force Reserve. 
Outstanding facilities at  isc cons in's Fort McCoy and Volk Field 
offer the 440th Airlift Wing cost-efficient and nearby training 
opportunities for accomplishing it's primary mission. The joint 
training opportunities and overall enviro?.ment throughout the 
state for the 440th to hone it's mission skills is unparalleled. 

Furthermore, the facilities at Gen. MitchelliInternational 
E,irport, as well as other mission training sites used by the 
440th in Wisconsin, are superb and uncrowded, allowing for 
unimpeded air traffic flow and, therefore, more cost efficiencies 
in training. Operating out of Gen. Mitchell ARS, and throughout 
t.he other Wisconsin training venues, gives the taxpayer more 
value for each dollar spent on training. In addition, Gen. 
Mitchell ARS physical facilities are extremely well-maintained, 
both inside and outside, and there is room to develop more than 
t.hirty acres of property to accommodate future expansion and 
training requirements. 

As an extremely committed Naval Reserve officer with 
fifteen years of tenure, I thank you in advance for your 
consideration toward insuring that the 440th Airlift Wing 
continues to operate in Milwaukee and throughout Wisconsin 
for years to come! 

Respectfully, 

Gerald I,. Vogle\, D.D.S. 
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Yay 2.5, 1995 

4r. Alan J. Dixon 
lefense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
L700 North Moore Street Suite 1425 
.?rlington, VA 22209 

iie: Closure of Gen. Mitchell A l r  Reserve Station 

:)ear Mr. Dixon: 

: feel it is necessary to bring to your attention some important 
:.nformation which you will find necessary in making the decision 
ccncerning the recommendation to close the 4 4 0 t h  Airiift Wing 
I:ase. The fact that it is on the list at all is appalling. How 
(*an anycne consider closing the base at General Mitchell Field 
].nowing the following: - 

GENERAI, MITCHELOL AIR RESERVE STATION IS THE ONLY FEDERAL AIR 
FORCE INSTALLATION IN THE ENTIRE STATE OF WISCONSIN. 

EY VIRTUE OF ITS STRATEGIC MILITARY LOCATION, GENERAL 
MITCHELL ANC ROUTINELY SUPPORTS AIR FORCE AIRCRAFT AND 
AIRCRAFT FROM ALL OTHER SERVICES TRAVELING ON OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS THROUGH THE UPPER MIDWEST. 

WITH OUTSTANOING HIGHWAY, AIR RAIL AND WATER TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEMS, THE MILWAUKEE AREA IS A STRATEGIC LOCATION FOR 
SHIPPING OF PERSONNEL, EQUIFMENT AND SUFFLIES DURING MAJOR 
CONTINGENCIES. MOST NOTABLE RECENT EXAMPLES INCLUDE 
OPERATIONS DESERT SHIELD AND STORM AND NUMEROUS HUMANITARIAN 
AIRLIFT ASSIGNMENTS. 

SINCE 1954 



MILIWAUKEE AND WISCONSIN'S LOW UNEMPLOYMENT RATES AND STRONG 
WORK ETHIC MAKE FOR h SUPERIOR RECRLJITING BASE FOR THE AIR 
FORCE AND AIR FORCE RESERVE. 

OUTSTANDING FACILITIES AT WISCONSIN'S FORT MCCOY AND VOLK 
FIELD OFFER THE 440TH AIRLIFT WING COST-EFFICIENT ANC NEARBY 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACCOMPLISHING ITS PRIMARY 
MISSION. 

THE JOINT TRAINING OPFCRTUNITIES AND OVERALL ENVIRONMENT 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE 440TB TO HGNE ITS MISSIOE 
SKILLS IS UNPARALLELED. 

THE FACILITIES AT GENERAL MITCHELL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT -AS 
WELL AS OTHER MISSION TRAINING SITES USED BY THE 440TH IN 
WISCONSIN - ARE SUPERB AND UNCROWCED, ALLOWING FOR UNIMPEDED 
AIR TRAFFIC FLOW AND THEREFORE, MORE COST EFFICIENCIES IN 
TRAINING. 

OFERATION OUT OF GENERAL MITCHELL AIR RESERVE STATION, AND 
THROUGHOUT THE OTHER WISCONSIN TRAINING VENUES, GIVES THE 
TAXPAYER MORE VALUE FOR EACH DOLLAR SPENT ON TRAINING 

GENERAL MITCHELL AIR RESERCVE STATION PHYSICAL FACILITIES 
ARE EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED BOTH INSIDE ANC OUTSIDE AND 
THERE IS ROOM TO DEVELOP MORE THAN THIRTY ACRES OF PROPERTY 
TO REACH FUTURE EXPANSION AMD TRAINING NEEDS. 

THE SIZE A M 9  TYPES OF EUSINESS AND INDUSTRY THRGUGKOLJT 
WISCONSIN ARE EXTREMELY COMPATIBLE WITH AIR FORCE RESERVE 
PARTICIPATION AND WORK SPECIALTIES . . . .  

I feel confident that after reviewing the above, you will delete 
f r o m  the iist of "to be considered" the 440th Airlift Wing base 
and allow it to continue opei-ations in Wisconsin. 

Sincerly, 

Carl Kitzinger 



May 26, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

RE: Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station 

Dear Mr. Dixion, 

As Chairman of the BCRC I want to communicate my support for NOT closing the reserve station at 
General Mitchell Field. 

I have two sons who are graduates of academies, Navy and Air Force and one still flies. I understand the 
necessity of reviewing the status of various military installations and closing some. 

Any closure has an economic impact on the individuals employed at the facility as well as the surrounding 
community. That will be true at Mitchell Field as well. 

Some specific observations relative to Gen. Mitchell ARS include: 
Milwaukee has outstanding access to highway, air, rail and water transportation systems all of 
which are essential for a reserve base who's mission is transportation. These attributes served 
extremely well in Operation Desert Shield and Storm as well as numerous humanitarian airlift 
assignments over the years. 

Other existing military facilities in Wisconsin, Fort McCoy and Volk Field offer the 440th cost 
efficient and near by training opportunities. 

Though many military facilities can comment that theirs are well maintained an additional 
attribute of this ARS is that there is available more than 30 acres of property for further 
expansion and training needs. 

I just want to point out a few reasons that come to mind supporting retaining the Air Reserve Station at 
Mitchell Field as an active facility. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas P. Hamilton 

/& // J a / n  m lf .OF/ L.; 



May 29, 1995 

ADMINISTRATION, CLOSING 
AND RliLOCATlON 
1720 Dolphin Drive 
Waukesha, WI  531 86 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and 

41 4-521 -991 1 Realignment Commission 
FAX: 41 4-521 -1 447 1700 N. Moore St., Suite 1425 

Arlington, VA 22209 
BROOKFIELD - WAUWATOSA 
17495 \Y. Capitol Dr. 
Brookfield, W I  53045 Dear Mr. Dixon: 
41 4-731'-6440 

I would like to take this opportunity to add my voice to 
HALES CORNERS -MUSKEGO those in support of the retention of the 440 Tactical Airlift 
S63 ~ 1 3 6 8 0  Janesville ~ d .  Wing, General Mitchell International Airport, Milwaukee. 
Muskego, WI  531 50  

SOUTHFAST - SOUTHWEST 
6805 W Morgan Ave. 
Milwaukee, W( 53220 
41 4-543-501 0 

WAUKESHA 
1720 Dolphin Drive 
Waukesha, WI  531 86 
41 4-549-1 444 

It is paramount in this day of declining revenues and 
the need for judicious action to insure getting the 
most value for our defense dollar. Based on this, 
it is clear that the 440th truly fits these requirements. 
Their accomplishments and first class rating are easily 
recognizable with just a cursory review of their past 
and current record. 

I can personally attest to the work ethic and professional 
character of this unit as I am a retired member with 
over 35 years of service. I also currently serve on 
the Civilian Community Council. 

The 440th has always stood ready to serve as evidenced 
by the volunteers sent in support of Desert Shield. 
When called upon they have always served proudly and 
well. To maintain this high level of high expertise, 
it is imperative to retain this unit. As it has been 
said in the past, 'If's there's no money for the best, 
how can we justify the rest.' 

Sincerely, 

Joseph L . Davis CMS, Retired 
8629 W. Arthur Place 
West Allis, WI 53227 



THE EQUITABLE BANK ,,. 

May 30, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 

1700 N. Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

There are many good reasons to maintain the 440th Airlift Wing's base at Gen. Mitchell 
International Airport in Milwaukee. Some that come to mind are as follows: 

The facilities are in good condition and well suited to the needs of the 440th. 

There is plenty of room to expand the facilities, should that become necessary in the 
future. 

Gen. Mitchell International Airport is uncrowded, allowing for unimpeded air traffic 
flow, and, therefore, cost efficient training. 

The Milwaukee area is a strategic location with outstanding highway, rail, air, and 
water transportation systems, also uncrowded. 

In summary, the overall environment in the Milwaukee area is excellent to provide the 
440th with the resources it needs to efficiently perform its mission. This is demonstrated 
by the numerous awards it has won, including "The Best of the Best." It is in the public 
interest to maintain the 440th Airlift Wing's base here in Milwaukee. 

Very truly yours, \ .  

Charles R. Pittelkow 
President 

Wauwatosa Office 2290 N. Mayfair Rd. Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53226 4 414-475-5700 
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440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

,' 

May 18,1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current rmlitary value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that thls is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
jk ReseFe Statior,. D l n ~ p n  --Far t= tho VPX~P- -O 

L IUUow lUIY. L.lU IuvY.UV side of t5s !etter fsr -.-Ly..- imnnd~nt  

information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the military value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve lnstaliations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current rmlitary value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you ~ n d e r s t ~ d  the i;nportancc of the r&i:ary v d i i ~  of Gen. Mitchell ARS to ihe 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 I 





440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the military value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 532076299 (414) 482-5481 



4836 Sumac Lane 
Greendale, WI 53129 
May 19, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 

1700 N. Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

I would like to offer a few comments on the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. 
Mitchell Air Reserve Station in Milwaukee being included on the Defense 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission's list of installations to 
possibly be eliminated. 

I have no connection with the 440th nor do I know anyone connected to 
it. However, seeing as it is the only Federal Air Force installation 
in the State of Wisconsin, it does not seem like that one should be 
included in the list of possible closings. I have always thought that 
it was an outstanding unit with good facilities, such as Ft. McCoy and 
Volk Field, for accomplishing its primary mission. 

In taking a class in this area offered through the University of Minnesota 
I had the opportunity to tour the facilities, which seem to be extremely 
well maintained, both inside and outside. There also appears to be room 
to develop if future expansion and training needs are necessary. 

Milwaukee and Wisconsin have a relatively low unemployment rate and appears 
to have a strong work ethic--makes for a superior recruiting base for the 
Air Force and Air Force Reserve. 

It would seem to me that considering cutting back to save tax dollars is 
a good idea. However, I don't feel a good facility, doing its job, should 
be on the closure list. As the old saying goes, "don't throw out the baby 
with the bath water. 'I 

I am sure you and your committee will consider very carefully realignment 
and closure. I hope you feel as I do that the 440th should not be one 
facility to close. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ms. Marilyn Frank 
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440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As vou know. the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. -Mitchell P h  I?ese~.re Statioz is 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current rmlitary value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. ' Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
&- Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side ~f ttis letter for impcrtmt 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the rmlitary value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



Mr. Alen J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1 700 N. Moore Street, Suite 1425 
,%-lington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir; 

I have just heard that your commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 
440th Airlift Wing operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, fbcusing on the base's current 
military value and its suitability for meeting the challenges of the future Total Force 
requirements. 

I f  you truly give this facility an honest, nonpartisan, nonpolitical evaluation, I'm 
sure you will find adequate reason to remove this location from your closure list. 

Its location for training is superb - It has community and state support - It has 
business and industrial support - It is the only Federal Air Force installation in the 
entire state - It is in an area of low unemployment and a strong work ethics - it has 
been outstanding in its joint forces mission work with Fort McCoy and the National 
Guard installation at Volk field - and it is located in an area where it allows for 
unimpeded air traffic flow resulting in more cost efficiencies in training. 

It would be a travesty ofjustice to close a location that has had outstanding results 
and can boast of strong community support. 

S incerely 

h h n  E. Mos 
5260 N. Santa Monica Blvd. 

i, Whitefish Bay, WI 532 17-5 120 ' (414) 332-0653 



JJG 
May 19, 1995 

121 20 West Luther Avenue 
Hales Corners, Wisconsin 531 30 
(41 4) 427-9585 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

It has come to our attention that the 440th Airlift Wing has been included in a list of installations for 
closure consideration. We believe that closure of the 440th would be an error and impede our country's 
efforts at having the most efficient and cost effective defense system possible. Please consider the 
following in your decision making process: 

General Mitchell Air Reserve Station is the ONLY Federal Air Force installation in the 
entire state of Wisconsin. 
Milwaukee and Wisconsin's low unemployment rates and strong work ethic make for a 
superior recruiting base for the Air Force and Air Force Reserve. 
Outstanding facilities at  Wisconsin's Ft. McCoy and Volk Field offer the 440th Airlift 
Wing cost efficient and nearby training opportunities for accomplishing it's primary 
mission. 
The joint training opportunities and overall environment throughout the state for the 
440th offer unparalleled opportunities to hone it's mission skills. 
The facilities at Gen. Mitchell International Airport, as well as other mission training sites 
used by the 440th in Wisconsin, are superb and uncrowded, allowing for unimpeded air 
traffic flow and, therefore, SAFER and MORE COST EFFICIENCIES in training. 
Operating out of Gen.Mitchel1 Air Reserve Station, and throughout the other Wisconsin 
training venues, gives the taxpayer more value for each dollar spent on training. 
Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station facilities are extremely well maintained, both inside 
and outside, and there is room to develop more than 30 acres of property to reach future 
expansion and training needs. 
The size and types of business and industry throughout Wisconsin are extremely 
compatible with Air Force Reserve participation and work specialties. 

We are certain that you will see the rationale for maintaining the highly efficient and cost effective 440th 
Airlift Wing at General Mitchell Air Reserve Station. 





440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

1 May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 

I Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

Whlle we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
informati=:: t3 inclcde in 2 !etter to the BP-4CC chimm, Mr. P J z  J. Dixcn, sh~winn --m 

that you understand the importance of the rmlitary value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 532076299 (414) 482-5481 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 
4 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. mtchell ARS, focusing on the base's current rmlitary value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that thls is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of ths  letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the i~pc-rtmce ~f the -~!ita_y vdue of Gen. PI..litchel! ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

300 East College Avenue a Milwaukee, WI a 53207-6299 a (414) 482-5481 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

1 The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that thls is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Au Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the military value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



Russell F. Bonlanb 
8320 So. Chicago Rd. Apt 2 
Oak Creek, WI 53154-3514 May 20, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon 

The placement of the 440th Air Lift Wing at General Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin for an in-depth evaluation of this Air Force Reserve installation to 
determine the military value and suitability to meet the challenges of the future Total Force 
requirements will be of only one conclusion; Keep-it and present it as a model of a high quality 
installation. 

The facilities at the General Mitchell International Airport and the various sites in 
Wisconsin used by the 440th for a variety of training venues with the opportunity for joint 
training within the state are unparalleled to other installations. The proximity of the sites and 
the environmental variety can be considered a real value for savings to the taxpayer. 

I have resided within five miles of the General Mitchell International Airport for over 30 
years.and noted the compatibility of the 440th Airlift Wing to business and industry and noted 
the low unemployment rates with high quality work ethics for superior recruiting and feel that 
the Airport's physical facilities should leave little doubt about the need to retain and praise the 
well maintained 440th Airlift Wing. 

The rest of the praises and need to maintain the 440th Airlift Wing installation that I could 
write about will be apparent upon the conclusion of the in-depth evaluation of your 
Commission. 

Thank you for considering my personal evaluation of the Air Force Reserve installation. 

WWll Veteran 5th AF 
Hq - 6th Recon Group 
Pacific Theater 



I May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Coiifiiission's list of i~i~idiation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

I Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC ~ h ~ ~ r n m ,  h4r. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the mditary value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 
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Thu Minh Tieu M.D. 
3927 East Adams Avenue 
Cudahy WI 53 1 10-201 6 

May 19, 1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 
It has been a surprise to me to hear in the news that you are considering an in-depth 

evaiuation of the 443th Airiift 'Wing in your mission of Defense Base Ciosure and 
Realignment. 

As citizen of Wisconsin, I feel that the facilities at Gen. Mitchell International Airport - 
as well as other mission training sites used by the 440th in Wisconsin - are superb and 
uncrowded, allowing for unimpede air traffic flow and therefore more cost efficiencies in 
training. Furthermore, this Air Reserve Station is the only Federal Air Force installation in 

I the entire state of Wisconsin. 
In order to take advantage of the support of the communities where low unemployment 

rates and strong work ethic make for a superior recruiting base for Air Force and Air 
Force Reserve, I wish that this Air Station would be considered to stay open to fbllfill the 
task of preparing the country for its ultimate defense of the fifty states of the United of 
America. 

Thank you for your consideration and look forward to your favorable decision to keep 
the 440th Air Lift Wing in Mitchell Airport at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Thu Minh Tieu M.D. 



440th Airlift Wing Community Council 
"Support is the Mission of the Community Council" 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's list of installation's for consideration. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

, While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Airlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that yo3 understafid the importace cf the mi!itaqj value of Gen. Pelitchell A R S  ta the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53207-6299 (414) 482-5481 



Important information about the 440th Airlift Wing to 
include in your letter to Chairman Dixon of the Base 
Realignment and Closing Commission: 

- Gen Mitchell Air Reserve Station is the ONLY Federal Air Force 
installation in the entire state of Wisconsin. 

- Milwaukee and Wisconsin's low unemployment rates and strong work ethic 
make for a superior recruiting base for the Air Force and Air Force Reserve. 

- Outstanding facilities at Wisconsin's Ft. McCoy and Volk Field offer the 
440th Airlift Wing cost-efficient and nearby training opportunities for 
accomplishing its primary mission. 

- The joint training opportunities and overall environment throughout the 
state for the 440th to hone its mission skills is unparalleled. 

- The facilities at Gen. Mitchell International Airport - as well as other 
mission training sites used by the 440th in Wisconsin - are superb and 
uncrowded, allowing for unimpeded air traffic flow and, therefore, more cost 
efficiencies in training. 

- Operating out of Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station, and throughout the 
other Wisconsin training venues, gives the taxpayer more value for each dollar 
spent on training. 

- Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station physical facilities are extremely well- 
maintained, both inside and outside, and there is room to develop more than 
thirty acres of property to reach future expansion and training needs. 

- The size and types of business and industry throughout Wisconsin are 
extremely compatible with Air Force Reserve participation and work 
specialties . . . 
Please send your letter to: 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 



May 18, 1995 

Dear Friend of the 440th . . . 

As you know, the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station in 
Milwaukee has been included on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's lisr of insraliation's for consicierarion. It is one of seven Air Force 
Reserve installations added to the latest list. 

The commission will conduct an in-depth evaluation of the 440th Airlift Wing 
operation at Gen. Mitchell ARS, focusing on the base's current military value and its 
suitability for meeting the challenges of future Total Force requirements. 

While we were certainly surprised to see the 440th added to the list, we feel 
very strongly that it has an outstanding chance of continuing to exist here in 
Milwaukee. At the same time, it would be a mistake to think that the fight will be easy 
or that this is an "open-and-shut" case. 

Gen. Mitchell ARS has the enthusiastic support of, among others, Senators 
Kohl and Feingold, Congressmen Kleczka and Barrett, Governor Thompson, the 120- 
member 440th Community Council, and countless citizens in Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. 
Francis, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek and throughout the rest of Wisconsin. 

It's time for us all to stand up for the 440th Arlift Wing and its Gen. Mitchell 
Air Reserve Station. Please refer to the reverse side of this letter for important 
information to include in a letter to the BRACC chairman, Mr. Alan J. Dixon, showing 
that you understand the importance of the mditary value of Gen. Mitchell ARS to the 
Department of Defense, and that you wholeheatedly support the 440th Airlift Wing's 
continued operations in Wisconsin. 

I 300 East College Avenue Milwaukee, WI 532076299 (414) 482-5481 I 



Important information about the 440th Airlift Wing to 
include in your letter to Chairman Dixon of the Base 
Realignment and Closing Commission: 

- Gen Mitchell Air Reserve Station is the ONLY Federal Air Force 
installation in the entire state of Wisconsin. 

- Milwaukee and Wisconsin's low unemployment rates and strong work ethic 
make for a superior recruiting base for the Air Force and Air Force Reserve. 

- Outstanding facilities at Wisconsin's Ft. McCoy and Volk Field offer the 
440th Airlift -Wing cost-efficient and nearby training opportunities for 
accomplishing its primary mission. 

- The joint training opportunities and overall environment throughout the 
state for the 440th to hone its mission skills is unparalleled. 

- The facilities at Gen. Mitchell International Airport - as well as other 
mission training sites used by the 440th in Wisconsin - are superb and 
uncrowded, allowing for unimpeded air traffic flow and, therefore, more cost 
efficiencies in training. 

- Operating out of Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station, and throughout the 
other Wisconsin training venues, gives the taxpayer more value for each dollar 
spent on training. 

- Gen. Mitchell Air Reserve Station physical facilities are extremely well- 
maintained, both inside and outside, and there is room to develop more than 
thirty acres of property to reach future expansion and training needs. 

- The size and types of business and industry throughout Wisconsin are 
extremely compatible with Air Force Reserve participation and work 
specialties . . . 
Please send your letter to: 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment and Closing Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA 22209 


