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New owners rough out Gillem's future;  
Fort to close after 64 years 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (Atlanta, GA) 
Add Seymour Jr. 
November 3, 2005  
 
On Friday, Fort Gillem officials will picnic, cut 
birthday cake and hold the 5K Gillem Gallop 
run/walk in celebrating the base's 64th 
anniversary. 
 
But Clayton County and Forest Park officials are 
busy planning for the base's short future.  
 
They are in the midst of figuring out just what 
they'll do with the site that will cease being a 
U.S. Army base. 
 
"You don't normally have overnight, laid in your 
lap, 1,100-plus acres to develop," said Forest 
Park Mayor Charles Hall. 
 
Fort Gillem is one of four Georgia bases that 
will be closed as part of the 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure. The others are Fort 
McPherson just outside of East Point; the Naval 
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Air Station Atlanta in Cobb County; and the 
Naval Supply Corps School in Athens. 
 
President Bush and Congress have accepted the 
BRAC Commission's recommendations that 
would close those four bases along with 18 
others across the country.  
 
A group of government and civic leaders has 
been quietly working on plans to redevelop the 
site after Fort Gillem is gone. 
 
"But it's difficult for us to do anything yet," said 
Crandle Bray, the former Clayton County 
Commission chairman who now heads the Local 
Redevelopment Authority in charge of 
overseeing the transformation of the Fort Gillem 
property. 
 
The U.S. Senate has a few more days to pass 
legislation to reject the BRAC 
recommendations, but that is unexpected. 
 
Once that is final, Bray's group will begin 
formulating plans for the property. 
 
The group won't get all 1,500 acres. Fort Gillem 
will still house the Georgia Army National 
Guard, an Army Reserve Intelligence Center, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the 
Red Cross and the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Laboratory. 
 
"When I talked to [U.S. Army Garrison 
Commander] Col. Angela Manos, it appears that 
they're going to keep 450 acres of it," Bray said. 
 
So far, the preliminary plan would split the 
remaining land into equal fourths for 
commercial, industrial and residential 
development and one-fourth untouched since it 
is unable to be developed. 
 
Local officials aren't the only suitors for the 
land. Developers also have been clamoring for 
the base property. 
 
But Hall said local officials have first chance at 
the land. Either way, the city would have 
ultimate say over the property since it will be in 
charge of zoning for it. 

 
Bray said the next step will be awaiting final 
confirmation that the BRAC recommendations 
won't be rejected. Local officials then will do a 
market analysis on the property, followed by a 
comprehensive plan that would be submitted to 
the Forest Park mayor and City Council for 
approval. 
 
"Mayor Hall once said Fort Gillem meant $300 
million to the economy," Bray said. "I predict 
once we get it developed, it will be three times 
that benefit to the economy." 
 
 
Colorado Springs, Colo., economic 
growth will slow, forum says 
The Gazette (Colorado Springs, CO) 
Wayne Heilman 
November 3, 2005 
 
Economic growth in Colorado Springs will slow 
next year and through most of 2007, according 
to the latest forecast from the Southern Colorado 
Economic Forum. 
 
While the forum doesn't expect the local 
economy to slide back into a recession, 
consumers are likely to cut back on spending for 
cars, televisions and restaurant meals to afford 
higher gasoline and heating prices, said Fred 
Crowley, the forum's senior economist. 
 
"Higher energy prices are changing people's 
spending patterns," said Crowley, who also is an 
associate research professor at University of 
Colorado at Colorado Springs. "Total retail 
activity will remain unchanged, but more of it 
will be going for gasoline."  
 
The forum's forecast is a highlight of its annual 
business forum todayThursday at the Antlers 
Hilton hotel in downtown Colorado Springs. 
The event also includes a keynote address by 
Paul Tiffany, adjunct professor at University of 
California Berkeley; a panel discussion and a 
real estate workshop. 
 
The forecast calls for local payrolls to expand by 
2.7 percent next year, trailing state job growth of 
3 percent during the same period. 
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Unemployment is expected to decline slightly at 
both the local levels, but local retail sales will 
grow more slowly than this year. 
 
Even as growth slows both locally and 
nationally, Crowley said the Springs economy 
will avoid a downturn because of the arrival of 
more than 12,000 troops to Fort Carson starting 
next year from base closures and other military 
unit realignments. 
 
The Springs economy also will benefit from 
recent announcements from Barclays Plc, Intel 
Corp. and Northrop Grumman Corp. that the 
companies will add nearly 1,000 jobs during the 
next several years as part of corporate 
expansions, Crowley said. 
 
"I still believe we are in a strong growth pattern, 
in part driven by higher than previously 
estimated population growth," Crowley said. 
"We believe there are at least 25,000 more 
residents in El Paso County than the state has 
estimated." 
 
The forum also will debut an indicator that 
measures business costs in the Springs. The Cost 
of Business Index measures wages, benefits, 
rents, property taxes and electric rates; the forum 
forecasts that those costs will increase 3.6 
percent next year. 
 
Surging benefit and rental rates are pushing 
business costs higher and likely will reduce 
profits and slow expansion by local firms, 
Crowley said. 
 
The forum is the local economic research arm of 
the UCCS College of Business and is supported 
by the school and other 26 sponsors, including 
The Gazette. 
 
 
As Belvoir Grows, Communication Will 
Keep Pace 
The Washington Post (Washington DC) 
November 3, 2005 
 
As members of the communities surrounding 
Fort Belvoir, you no doubt have many questions 
and concerns regarding future development of 

the installation in light of the 2005 base 
realignment and closure (BRAC) 
recommendations.  
 
On Oct. 18, during Fort Belvoir's community 
update breakfast, I had the opportunity to share 
information regarding BRAC and the 
implications for Fort Belvoir and our neighbors 
with many of your local elected officials. This 
breakfast was just one of many venues we use to 
communicate, synchronize and coordinate with 
community leaders. Our intent is to ensure that 
Fort Belvoir continues to be a good neighbor as 
we provide world-class services to the soldiers 
and agencies that call the installation home 
today and those who will come here in the 
future.  
 
Immediately following the release of the BRAC 
recommendations in May, Fort Belvoir made a 
commitment to keep the local community 
informed. We have steadfastly maintained that 
commitment in a wide range of venues. Since 
my arrival on July 11, my team and I have 
briefed more than a dozen community groups, 
civic organizations, chambers of commerce and 
local government committees on BRAC's 
projected impact to allow key community 
decision-makers to anticipate the change at Fort 
Belvoir and to aggressively plan on behalf of 
their communities.  
 
The future of Fort Belvoir and the surrounding 
communities is inextricably linked. The entire 
Fort Belvoir civilian workforce and a large 
portion of our military workforce resides off 
post. Our military members who live on the 
installation look to our neighboring communities 
for shopping, recreation and other activities. The 
issues that concern you, such as transportation, 
air quality and development, also concern Fort 
Belvoir.  
 
Those who aren't familiar with the BRAC 
process may not realize that it's a dynamic 
process requiring the continuous refinement of 
data. Fort Belvoir and the organizations 
identified to move here are constantly revising 
plans and planning assumptions based on the 
most current data available. As the data change, 
we update the leaders of your community so 
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they, too, have access to the most current 
information while planning on your behalf.  
 
We are now conducting a survey and analysis of 
transportation needs for Fort Belvoir's current 
workforce and for those workers identified to 
come to Fort Belvoir. We expect to have 
preliminary results in December. As with all 
information we gather, we will share the results 
with planners at the local, state and federal 
levels.  
 
I remain committed to keeping you, our 
neighbors, informed as Fort Belvoir moves 
forward. The six-year implementation period 
proposed in the BRAC recommendations 
requires an ambitious timeline and constant 
coordination with all of our stakeholders.  
 
I plan to continue to send updates to your local 
newspapers in the future. Meanwhile, I welcome 
the opportunity to meet with community groups, 
civic organizations and other stakeholders.  
 
Through continuous communication, 
synchronization and coordination, we will find 
solutions that allow Fort Belvoir to excel at its 
mission of providing world-class services in 
support of the national defense while remaining 
a valued neighbor in the Northern Virginia 
landscape.  
 
Col. Brian W. Lauritzen, garrison commander at 
Fort Belvoir, talks about the proposed base 
realignment and closure (BRAC) plan, which is 
under consideration by Congress. The plan 
would add thousands of jobs to the post. 
 
 
Governor names council to assist in 
redeveloping Brunswick base 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
(Augusta, ME) 
November 2, 2005 
 
Gov. John Baldacci on Wednesday named most 
of the 25 members of a panel that will work with 
local groups in Brunswick and Topsham to 
redevelop the Brunswick Naval Air Station 
when it closes. 
 

The Advisory Council to the Office of 
Redevelopment, Re-employment and Business 
Support is made up of local, regional and state 
officials.  
 
"We join today to recognize another important 
step in the successful redevelopment of 
Brunswick Naval Air Station," Baldacci said. 
 
The Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
voted Aug. 24 to shutter the Brunswick Naval 
Air Station as part of the military's massive 
reorganization. Barring congressional 
intervention, the decision becomes final next 
week. 
 
It's expected to take six years to close the 3,200-
acre base, which is home to P-3 Orion 
surveillance aircraft and C-130 Hercules cargo 
planes. 
 
The Advisory Council group will focus on four 
areas: retraining workers, supporting existing 
businesses, recruiting new businesses and 
general development efforts, Baldacci told 
reporters at a Hall of Flags news conference. 
 
Members include business leaders, union 
officials, legislative leaders, education leaders 
and a tribal representative. 
 
The 25-member council will work with local 
redevelopment councils in Brunswick and 
Topsham to "bring together all of the needed 
resources and assets within our state to address 
this challenge," Baldacci said. 
 
"Although the closure announcement was the 
most unfortunate and ill-conceived decision, I 
believe that we must now look at this as an 
opportunity to redefine and move the Midcoast 
region and our state forward in a new direction," 
he said. 
 
 
City budget includes $5,000 for BRAC 
Recommendations should become law by 
December  
Huntsville Times (Huntsville, AL) 
Thomas R. Tingle  
November 02, 2005 
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With word that as many as 4,000 new jobs could 
be coming to the Madison area as part of the 
Base Realignment and Closure 
recommendations, the city has appropriated an 
additional $5,000 toward the effort, and more 
money could come at a later date.  
 
Mayor Sandy Kirkindall said the new 2005-06 
operating budget for the city, adopted by the 
City Council on Oct. 10, includes an additional 
$5,000 for the local BRAC group.  
 
The Department of Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure process is virtually complete and 
the recommendations of the BRAC Commission 
should go into effect in mid-November. Those 
recommendations have already been approved 
by the President.  
 
The original figures showed as many as 1,700 
new jobs coming to Redstone Arsenal, but the 
latest numbers may be higher and families could 
be moving to the area as early as 2007.  
 
Last week, Air Force Lt. General Trey Obering 
was at Redstone Arsenal for the ground breaking 
of the second phase of the Von Braun Office 
Complex. Obering said if BRAC is approved, 
there could be as many as 2,200 people that will 
be moving into the area, to support the Missile 
Defense Agency.  
 
When adding 2,200 jobs to the 1,400 expected to 
come with the Army Material Command 
Headquarters, and a few hundred with other 
units coming to Redstone Arsenal, the total is 
more than 4,000 people.  
 
Congress can either vote to reject the BRAC 
recommendations, which is unlikely, or do 
nothing.  
 
Madison contributed $50,000 to the BRAC 
effort in 2004 and added another $15,000 this 
summer. The total amount of money that the city 
has contributed to the BRAC effort is $70,000.  
 
Earlier this year, Kirkindall said city officials are 
predicting that a lot of these people will move to 

Madison and the city has plans in place to 
accommodate a population of 63,000 residents." 
 
 
Reading the odds in 7-4 Oceana vote 
The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA) 
November 3, 2005  
 
The Virginia Beach City Council did the right 
thing last week — postponing a vote to limit 
development around Oceana Naval Air Station 
— but it might not have done it for the right 
reasons. 
 
The vote would have restricted the kinds of 
things that could be built on 30,000 acres subject 
to the loudest noise from Oceana’s jets. The 7-4 
vote delays a decision on the so-called “overlay 
district” until late November. 
 
Between now and then, officials hope to get a 
consultant’s forecast on the Beach economy 
with and without Oceana, and to finish parsing 
the Navy’s position on its future as a master jet 
base. 
 
Waiting for all that is only prudent governance. 
But it’s not clear what it could change in either 
case. 
  
According to the Richmond Times-Dispatch, 
Adm. M.G. Mullen, chief of naval operations, 
said in a letter over the weekend that Oceana 
“remained the most suitable option for an East 
Coast master jet base for the foreseeable future.” 
 
What Mullen meant by “forseeable” will come 
under considerable scrutiny, but according to the 
Times-Dispatch, the letter doesn’t go much 
beyond the Navy’s past positions on the subject, 
and leaves everyone waiting on a more 
definitive statement, expected before the end of 
the year. 
 
That uncertainty doesn’t help officials trying to 
climb off the fence. If the financial analysis 
shows Virginia Beach would do well without 
Oceana, some city leaders already leaning that 
way might decide to roll those dice. That’s a 
gamble with the financial future of the city, but 
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those are quite simply the stakes in the debate 
over Oceana. 
 
The presumption has been that most members of 
the City Council and the public are committed to 
keeping Oceana’s jets flying, but that may be 
changing. 
 
Last week’s vote was supposed to be nothing 
more than the city’s endorsement of a 
commitment it made in May to protect Oceana 
under the Joint Land Use Agreement. JLUS 
must be the basis of any future coexistence for 
Virginia Beach and the Navy, and the council’s 
pause before implementing it may be 
uncomfortably telling. 
 
Jacksonville recently rejected the jets offered it 
by an angry Defense Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission, so Virginia Beach’s hand 
has considerably strengthened. That might have 
something to do with last week’s delay. So 
might the still-standing prospect of a BRAC 
order to bulldoze 3,400 homes, although they 
would have been unaffected by the vote. 
 
Joining worried homeowners in all this are some 
of the Beach’s real estate interests, including 
folks with eyes on the Oceanfront, who are 
raising a quiet but persuasive cry that an overlay 
district would cripple redevelopment at the 
resort. 
 
If there are whole neighborhoods ready to bid 
farewell to Oceana’s jets, along with plenty of 
moneymakers, there may also be a few members 
of the City Council ready to do the same. The 
movement doesn’t yet appear to be large enough 
to win the day, but its momentum is growing. 
 
The delay gives that movement a chance to 
really get rolling, and that’s worrisome. No 
matter what the financial report says, no matter 
whether the Navy commits to Oceana for 10 
years or 50, making the base unwelcome is 
unwise. 
 
The understanding contained in the Joint Land 
Use Agreement is itself not enough to protect 
Oceana. The Beach will have to do more. But if 
city leaders are unwilling even to commit anew 

to those restrictions, then Oceana’s future is 
sealed.  
 
 
War goes well, Self tells base council  
Arkansas Leader (Little Rock, AR) 
Garrick Feldman 
November 2, 2005 
 
The top commander at Little Rock Air Force 
Base says the war in Iraq is going much better 
than the way the media are portraying the 
fighting there. 
 
Brig. Gen. Kip Self, commander of the 314th 
Airlift Wing, told members of the Little Rock 
Air Force Base Community Council on Monday 
that progress is being made in Iraq despite the 
bloodshed there. 
“Every day, Iraq improves,” Self said. 
 
Schools, roads, hospitals and other infrastructure 
are being built every day, while the Iraqi 
military is taking more responsibility in the fight 
against the insurgents. 
 
The base has played a key role in the Iraqi war, 
as it has in Afghanistan and before that in the 
first Gulf war. 
“Afghanistan is the benchmark,” the general 
said. “We’ve done amazing things.” 
 
He said more then 400 personnel from Little 
Rock Air Force Base are deployed in the Iraq 
and Afghanistan war zones, and more will be on 
the way in January. 
 
Several C-130s are deployed in those areas, 
along with more than 50 others, including two 
C-130Js, from other bases.  
The general said the C-130s are dependable 
carriers that can make long and short deliveries 
and stay in theater for a long time. 
Self would not be specific on how many more 
planes and new personnel LRAFB would gain 
after the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission recommendations are implemented.  
 
“BRAC is good news for Little Rock,” Self said. 
“We’re not going to get worse.” 
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Under a Pentagon recommendation that called 
for shutting down scores of military facilities, 
the base here would have received several dozen 
more planes and some 4,000 new personnel, but 
the commission did not accept all of the 
Pentagon’s recommendations and voted to keep 
several more bases open, reducing the number of 
new missions here. 
 
President Bush and the House of 
Representatives have accepted the BRAC 
Commission recommendations, and the Senate 
is expected to follow suit.  
 
The latest estimate is that the base will get a 
handful of new planes and perhaps a few 
hundred more personnel. 
“We train the best crews and maintain the best 
planes,” the general told the community council.  
“If we’re not better tomorrow than we were 
today, I have failed you,” Self said. 
 
He told the luncheon that Gen. William R. 
Looney, the new commander of the Air 
Education and Training Command — which 
operates Little Rock Air Force Base — has 
asked the base to reach out to community 
members and let them fly the planes assigned to 
the base and see for themselves how their tax 
dollars are spent. 
 
“I have a mandate from Gen. Looney to get 
council people in the air,” Self said. 
 
He invited council members to fly with him in 
one of the C-130Js to see how the new planes 
measure up.  
 
Self also pointed out that new construction 
continues on base all the time, including new 
housing now under private management. 
“Little Rock Air Force Base is a model for other 
bases,” the general said. 
 
“We’re in this together,” Self said. “I cannot do 
this job without you.” 
 
Opinions/ Editorials 
N/A 
 
Additional Notes 

N/A 
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