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VIRGINIA BEACH - A week 
after learning that their homes 
might be condemned to save 
i iceai~a Naval Air Station, 
residents are  feeling anxious, 
angry and in the dark over 
what happens next. 

Many vow that they will not 
give up their homes without a 
fight. 

"lt's going to 
breed anarchy SAFETY / 
here if they try While BRAC 
to do this," said 
David Gracie, cOmmis- 
a retired Navy sioners cited 
pilot who has safety con- 
had a home in cerns, many 
N o t t i n g h a m  residents 
Estates since say they 
1973. "It's just have 
not American, accepted 
and it's not risks 
right." 

Gracie flew 
jets at  Oceana 
during a 22-year Navy career. 
His house is among about 
1,800 in about a dozen neigh- 
borhoods that would be con- 
demned if the city accepts an 
ultimatum issued Aug. 29 by 
the Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission. 

To keep the Navy's East 
Coast master jet base at  
Oceana, the BKAC panel said 
Virginia Beach and the state 
must condemn and buy homes 
in the riskiest accident-poten- 
tial zones around Oceana. 

These zones, known a s  
Accident Potential Zone 1 - or 
WL-1  - extend about 8,000 
feet beyond the base's run- 
ways. Besides homes, the city 
also would have to buy shops, 
restaurants and other ' busi- 
nesses that the Navy views as  
incompatible. 

BKAC commissioners cited 
safety concerns, but many 
residents in the affected 
neighborhoods said they 
have accepted these risks for 
years. 

and Gatewood Park - were built 
before Oceana's airfield was 
officially designated a naval air 
station in 1952. It was an auxil- 
iary air station in 1943. 

"I have lived here for so 
long and gotten so used to 
thern flying over, I guess it 
doesn't worry me." said Cheryl 
McClenney, who now lives in 

: the same Gatewood Park home 
that her parents bought in 1949, 
when Oceana was, as she said, ! justd'a little rinky-dink base:' 

I "I would sign a waiver saying 
! they're not responsible if a jet 

crashes here, if that's what it 
takes to stay," McClenney sald. 

McClenney expressed 
bewilderment and anger that 
residents who have lived there 
for decades now might be 
forced out. "It's like we're not 
even citizens anymore, we're 
encroachment," she said. 

Some neighbors, she said, 
a re  retired and on fixed 
incomes and could not afford 
to buy another house in Virginia 
Reach. 

Sloane Johnson, who grew up 
in Virginia Beach and bought 
a 1950s-era home in Oceana 
Gardens five years ago, said, 
"I absoliitelq; i~ii i?!<t~l) .  dc; 26: 

want to move. I've never even 
thought twice about a jet crash. 
I'd be more likely to die on the 
interstate." 

The Rev. Todd Holt, senior 
pastor of Great Neck Baptist 
Church, said he knew hls house 
in Brookgreene Commons was 
in an accident-potential zone 
when he bought it in 2000. He 
said he bought the house in the 
"nice, little neighburht~d" su 

ing where jets could crash "any Since then, council ~nembel-s 
more than I mind living in an and other city officials ha\,? 
area where a hurricane wuld been cautious about d~scussmg 
take my house. 1 don't lie awake their options. City staff nab 

at night worrying that a jet is been compiling information on 
going to crash into my house. I the number of properties that 
think the likelihtmd is nil." would have to he conderru~td 

Many residents said they are and the cost. Some c~t!, of'f1~.1;11~ 
incensed that the City Coun- have estimated it could ruli 3400 
cil has not flatly rejected the million to buy homes alone. 
BKAC panel's condition. The City Council 1s schtxluletl 

Cou~~ci l  members assured to discuss 0cea11a O I I  ' l i i ~ . d i !  .I: 
them earlier this year that a one-hour, informal \ \ ~ o r ~ ~ l l o i )  ' 
their homes would not be con- at 3:30 p.m. 
demned. After a public outcry, "Right now, we're bas~call!- I I I  

the council voted unanimously limbo," McClenney said. 
in Januar). to shelve plans to Gracie, who flew F-4 Pha11- 
seek state legislation giving toms and A 4  Skyhawks, said 
the city condemnation powers he believes the 13liAC' prr~el 
around Oceana. overstepped its authority w t  ti 

"I won't give up my house the demand to condemn house5 
until Meyera Oberndorf gives He and other residents s a ~ d  
up hers." Marian Linen, a 29- the city and Virgma should ; 
year Cheltenham Square resi- mount a legal challenge. 
dent, said of the city's mayor. "This is an ~ i ~ r e a l l , - t i i  

Janice Roller, another Chel- request by the UKAC Clo111- 
tenham Square qesident, said mission." Gracie said. "' l 'hc*y 
her family will pay off their are  holding peopie whu i q a l i y  
home's mortgage in Apnl. bought here hostage. I m 

"I am not willing to give up embarrassed for our courlrl- 
my house of 30 years to see that they would do this tu  our 
the base stay here, especially citizens." 
when the Navy says this is not a H W I C ~  1011 M: t iki.~.~ t i t  , ;:i ;.; 222-5 i i ' 1  

long-term solution," Koller said. or.jon.glass@pilotonline.com. 
I..;.. ,.. ~ J a u a r q ;  f?o!ler said she 
and her husband have put in ; - -~ 

~ .~. . - ..~- 

new windows, installed a cus- 
tom front door and started an I 1 
addition to the living room. : 

"I'm not d i n g  to start over," / 
she said. "If we could never see I , 
another jet fly over Virginia 1 i 13each and we could keep our I 
homes, that would be fine with ; 
me. Mv feeling is, I'll go over 
and help Oceana pack to leave." I 

I 
last week, the City Council 

- - - - - - - - . . . .~ ~ .. 
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JINGINIA BEACH - A week 
ifter learning that their homes 
night be condemned to save 
jceana Naval Air Station, 
-esidents a r e  feeling anxious, 
mgry and in the dark over 
  hat happens next. 

Many vow that they will not 
give up their homes without a 
fight. 

"It's going to 
weed anarchy SAFETY I 
here if they try 
to do this," said 
David Gracie, 
a retired Navy 
pilot who has 
had a home in 
N o t t i n g h a m  
Estates since 
1973. "It's just 
riot American, 
and it's not 
right." 

Gracie flew 

While BRAC 
commis- 
sioners cited 
safety con- 
cerns, many 
residents 
say they 
have 
accepted 
these risks 
for years. 

I 

jets at Oceana 
during a 22-year Navy career. 
His house is among about 
1,800 in about a dozen neigh- 
borhoods that would be con- 
demned if the city accepts an 
ultimatum issued Aug. 24 by 
the Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission. 

To keep the Navy's East 
Coast master jet base a t  
Oceana, the BRAC panel said 
Virginia Beach and the state 
must condemn and buy homes 

- 
in the riskiest accident-poten- 
tial zones around Oceana. 

These zones, known a s  
Accident Potential Zone 1 - or  
APZ-1 - extend about 8,000 
feet beyond the base's run- 
ways. Besides homes, the city 
also would have to buy shops, 
restaurants and other busi- 
nesses that the Navy views as  
incompatible. 

BRAC commissioners cited 
safety concerns, but many 
residents in the  affected 
neighborhoods said they 
have accepted these risks for 
years. .. - - c  ..L- - - : - I . L A . . L ~ ~ A "  
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Oceana say they accept risks 
Continueclfronz Page B1 his children could attend city 

schools in that district. 
least two - Oceana Gardens Holt said he doesn't mind liv- 
and Gatewood Park - were built mg where jets could crash "any 
b e f o r e u a  was more than-I mind living in an 
officially designated a naval air 
station in 1952. It was an a d :  
iary air station in 1943. 

"I have lived here for so 
long and gotten so used to 
them flying over, I guess it 
doesn't worry me," said Cheryl 
Mcclemey, who now lives in 

1 the same Gatewood Park home 
I 

that her parents bought ~n 1949, 
when uceana was, as sne s W  
just "a little rinky-dink base." 

"I would sign a waiver saying 
they're not responsible if a jet 
crashes here, if that's what it 
takes to stay," McClenney said. 

McClenney expressed 
bewilderment and anger that 

, residents who have lived there 
for decades now mleht be - 

t'orced out. "lt's llKe we're not 
even citizens anymore, we're 
encroachment," she said. 

Sorne neighbors, she said, 
a r e  retired and on fixed 
incomes and could not afford 
to buy another house in Virginia 
Beach. 

S l q e  Johnson, who grew up 
in Virginia Beach and bought 
a 1950s-era home in Oceana 
Gardens five years ago, .said, 
"I absolutely, conlpletely do not 
want to move. I've never even 
thought twice about a jet crash. 
I'd be more likely to die on the 
interstate." 

The Rev. Todd Holt, senior 
pastor of Great Neck Baptist 
Church, said he knew h~ house 
in Brookgreene Commons was 
in an accident-potential zone 
when he bought it in 2000. He 
said he bought the house in the 
"nice, lirtle neighborhood" so 

area where a hurricane could 
take my house. I don't lie awake 
at night worrying that a jet is 
going to crash into my house. I 
think the likelihood is nil." 

Many residents said they are  
incensed that the City Coun- 
cil has not flatly rejected the 
BRAC panel's condition. 

Council members assured 
them earlier this year that 
their homes would not be con- 
demned. After a public outcry, 
the council voted unanimously 
in January to shelve plans to 
seek state legislation giving 
the city condemnation powers 
around Oceana. 

"I won't give up my house 
until Meyera Oberndorf gives 
up hers." Marian Linett, a 29- 
year Cheltenham Square resi- 
dent, said of the city's mayor. 

Janice Roller, another Chel- 
tenham Sauare qesident. said 
her famil; will pay off' their 
home's mortgage in April. 

"I am not willing to give up 
my house of 30 years to see 
the base stay here, especially 
when the Navy says this is not a 
long-term solution." Koller said. 
since January, ~ o l l e r  said she 
and her husband have put in 
new windows, installed a cus- 
tom front door and started an 
addition to the living room. 

"I'm not w d h g  to start over," 
she said. "If we could never see 
another jet fly over Virginia 
Beach and we could keep our 
homes, that would be fine with 
me. My feeling is, I'll go over 
and help Oceana pack to leave." 

last week, the CiP] Council 

spent two hours discussing 
O c e h a  and BRAC, but came to 
no resolution. 

Since then, council members 
and other city officials have 
been cautious about discussing 
their options. City staff hax 
been compiling information on 
the number of properties that 
would have to be condemned 
and the cost. Some city officials 
have estimated it could run $400 
million to buy homes alone. 

The Citv Council is scheduled 

the demand to condemn houses 
He and other residents s a d  
the city and Virginia should 
mount a legal challenge. 

"This is an  unrealistic 

I 
I 

I 
to d i scuss~ceana  on 'hesda, ~t 

I 
l a one-hour, informal workshop I 

at 3:30 p.m. 
"Right now, we're baslcall~ In 

limbo," McClenney s a d  
Gracie, who flew F-4 Phdn 

toms and A 4  Skyhawks, s a d  
he believes the BRAC pawl 
overstepped its authority w ~ t h  

request by the UKAL Lonl- 
m~ssion," Gracle bald " ' I ' h  
are  holdmg people who legally 
bought here hostage 1 ~rnl 
embarrassed for our countn 
W r n  
citizens." 
GZiZ7&z W C ; ~ J ~ I ( Z ' ~ ; ! > ~  i i / ' t  

or jon.$lass@pilotonline.com. 
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VIKGINLA BEACH - A week 
after learning that their homes 
might be condemned to save 
Oceana Naval Air Station, 
residents a r e  feeling anxious, 
angry and in the dark over 
what happens next. 

Many vow that they will not 
give up their homes without a 
fight. 

"It's going to 
breed anarchy SAFETY I 
here if they try While BRAC 
to do this," said 
David Gracie, 'Ornrnis- 
a retired Navy sioners cited 
~ i l o t  who has Safety con- 

N o t t i n g h a m  residents 
Estates since saythey 
1973. "It's just have 
not American, accepted 
and it's not these risks 
right." for years. 

Gracie flew 
jets at Oceana 
during a 22-year Navy career. 
His house is among about 
1.800 in about a dozen neigh- 
borhoods that would be con- 
demned if the city accepts an 
u!timatum issued Aug. 24 by 
the Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission. 

To keep the Navy's East 
Coast master jet base a t  
Oceana, the BRAC panel said 
Virginia Beach and the state 
must condemn and buy homes 
in the riskiest accident-poten- 
tial zones around Oceana. 

These zones, known a s  
Accident Potential Zone 1 - or  
APZ-1 - extend about .8,000 
feet beyond the base's run- 
ways. Besides homes, the city 
also would have to buy shops, 
restaurants and other busi- 
nesses that the Navy views as 
incompatible. 

BRAC commissioners cited 
safety concerns, but many 
residents in the  affected 
neighborhoods said they 
have accepted these risks for 
vears. 
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Homes: Many residents around 
Oceana say they accept risks 
least two - Oceana Gardens 
and Gatewood Park - were built 
before Oceana's airfield was 
officially designated a naval air 
station in 1952. It was an auxil- 
iary air station in 1943. 

"I have lived here for so 
long and gotten so used :o 
them flying over, I guess it 
doesn't worry me," said Cheryl 
McClenney, who now lives in 
the same Gatewood Park home 
that her parents bought m 1949, 
when Oceana was, as she said, 
just "a little rinky-dink base." 

"I would sign a waiver saying 
they're not responsible if a jet 
crashes here, if that's what it 
takes to stay," McClenney said 

McClenney expressed 
bewilderment and anger that 
residents who have lived there 
for decades now might be 
forced out. "It's like we're not 
even citizens anymore, we're 
encroachment," she said. 

Some neighbors, she said. 
a r e  retired and on fixed 
incomes and could not afford 
to buy another house in Virginia 
Beach. 

Sloane Johnson, who grew up 
in Virginia Beach and bought 
a 1950s-era home in Oceana 
Gardens five years ago, said, 
"I absolutely, conlpletely do riot 
want to move. I've never even 
thought twice about a jet crash. 
I'd be more likely to die on the 
interstate." 

The Rev. Todd Holt, senior 
pastor of Great Neck ISaptist 
church, said he knew hls house 
in Brookgreene Commons was 
in an accident-potential Lone 
when he bought it tn 2000. Ele 
said he bought the house m the 
"nice, little neighborhood" so 

his chddren could attend city 
schools in that district. 

Iiolt said he doesn't mind liv- 
mg where jets could crash "any 
more than I mind living in an 
area where a hurricane could 
take my house. 1 don't lie awake 
at night worrying that a jet is 
going to crash into my house. I 
thii~k the likelihood is nil." 

Many residents said they are  
incensed that the City Coun- 
cil has not flatly rejected the 
HKAC panel's condition. 

Council members assured 
them earlier this year that 
their homes would not be con- 
demned. After a public outcry, 
the council voted unanimously 
tn Jwuary to shelve plans to 
seek state legislation giving 
the c ~ t y  condemnation powers 
around Oceana. 

"I won't give up my house 
until Meyera Oberndorf gives 
up hers," Marian Linett, a 29- 
year Cheltenham Square resi- 
dent, said of the city's mayor. 

,Janice Roller. another Chel- 
tenham Square Gresident, said 
her family wdl pay off their 
home's mortgage in April. 

"I am not w d h g  to give up 
my house of 30 years to see 
?he base stay here, especially 
when the Navy says this is not a 
long-term solution," Roller said. 
Sulce Januarv. Roller said she 

spent two hours i i ~ ~ u ~ , i n g  
Oceana and BKAC, but came I U  

no resolution. 
Since then, council rnenlberh 

and other city officials ha\y 
been cautious about d i s c u s s ~ n ~  
their options. City staff ha> 
been compiling inforn~at~on on 
the number of  rovert ties tk i i t i  

would nave to be condemned 
and the cost. Some city officials 
have estimated it could run $400 
million to buy homes alone. 

The City Council is scheduled 
to discuss Oceana on ' I ue s~a ) .  at 
a one-hour, informal workshop 
at  3:30 p.m. 

"Right now, we're bas~call~.  in 
limbo," McClenney s a ~ d .  

Gracie, who flew 7-4 I'ha~r 
toms and A 4  Skvhawks, said 
he believes the I W 4 ( :  ~ X I I I ~ :  

overstepped its authorit !. \ v ~ t  11 
the demand to condemn houses 
He and other residents s a d  
the city and Virgma shouic! 
mount a legal challenge. 

"This 1s an u n r e a l i s t ~ c  
request by the BliAC ( h l l -  

mission," tiracie sml .  "'l'heq 
are  holding people xhu Iqali!. 
bought here hostage. 1 an1 
embarrassed for our cuuntr! 
that they would du this t o  O U I .  

citizens." 
Kenrh lor1 Lt! (;lrrss r r i  ; 75 :I '12 :, i I < I  

or. jon.glass@pilotonline.com. 

and her husband have put in 
new windows, installed a cus- 
tom front door and started an 1 
addition to the living room. I 

"I'm not willing to start over," 
she s a d  "If we could never see 1 
mother jet fly over Virginia 
i3wch and we could keep our 
homes, that would be fine with 
me. ,lIy feeling is, I'll go over 
and help Oceana pack to leave." I 

l a s t  week, the City Council 


