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Philip J. Dunford :

Secretary-Treasurer The Hon. Anthony J. Principi, Chairman

Michael A. Redenbaugh 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission

Executive Director 2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600

M. E. Rhett Flater Arlington, VA 22202

Te;hnica] Director

M’d.ml s',.Tom,k . BRAC Recommendation: Relocation of Army Research
Regional Vice Presidents Laboratory Personnel from NASA Glenn and NASA

Mideast | McVeigh Langley Research Centers to Aberdeen Proving Ground
Eﬁi-”éiif Peters Dear Mr. Chairman:

Northeast . . .
David Matuska By letter dated June 30, 2005, on behalf of the domestic rotorcraft industrial
Southcast base, | urged the Commission to reject the Department of Defense's

Robert Fiest recommendation to relocate approximately 95 highly-skilled, technical Army
Southern Research Laboratory (“ARL") personnel associated with the Vehicle Technology
Paul Bogosian Directorate from NASA Glenn and NASA Langley Research Centers to the
Southwest i

Achish K. Sarsen Aberdeen Proving Ground.

e brodt | am now writing since the response from the Technical Joint-Cross Service

I . Group (TJCSG) to the Commission on July 25, 2005 relating to several of the
nternational S . :

Somen Chowdhury Commission’s questions on the proposed relocation of the NASA Glenn-based
Andreas Loéwenstein Army researchers is misleading and not based on fact.

Nonmichi Kawakami

[ashington D.C. In response to question #1, “What impact will moving this research to Aberdeen
Directors- t'_L have on the synergy developed between Army and NASA?,” the reality is that
William R Charion the synergy between the Army and NASA is a direct result of the development
Malcolm P. Foster of complementary and unique skills (both experimental and analytical).

Gerald W. Irvine Relocation of the Army research community to Aberdeen would end a

i aanamoothY  relationship with significant benefits to the Army that has continued for more

Stephen C. Moss than 30 years.
Stuart [. Mullan
Evan Sampatacos

George T. Singley, III Question #2 stated “Army does not own the equipment at NASA Glenn. Army

Michael S. Torok uses NASA's facilities and equipment while Army provides administrative
International Membership - support. Does Aberdeen have sufficient facilities to accommodate research
Chairman performed at Glenn, Ohio? What is the estimated cost to replicate equipment at

Kenneth Lauck
V?fm; e Aberdeen and is it factored in COBRA?” The appropriate response to this
ice President, Infrastructure . . . .
question, as noted in my previous letter, is that Aberdeen does not have

John W. Leverton
HAI Liaison sufficient facilities and equipment to accommodate the research as currently
Gene P. Munson performed by ARL at Glenn, Ohio or at Langley, Virginia.

General Counsel
M. E. Rhett Flater

VSTOL Chairman
E. Roberts Wood
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The estimated costs to replicate the required facilities and equipment at
Aberdeen for the research program as currently executed will, in fact, exceed
$250 million (this figure excludes the engine test stands at Glenn and Transonic
Dynamics Tunnel at Langley). The ARL researchers based at NASA Glenn and
NASA Langley will be unable to perform their mission unless they have access
to the facilities and equipment currently located at those centers.

These costs are not factored into COBRA, contrary to the statement provided
by the TJCSG.

In sum, the responses to your questions provided by the TICSG, posted on the
BRAC internet site, fail to reflect these considerations and indeed would
mislead the Commission into believing that there are few or no synergies
between the Army and NASA research staffs and that Aberdeen has all the
research facilities needed for ARL to perform its mission. For the reasons
stated in this letter and my previous letter, that is clearly not the case.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Very truly yours,

,-\-2&‘1 'g:\hr—'

M.E. Rhett Flater
Executive Director
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